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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines

and Erergy.

MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, in the course of
debate on the Throne Speech by the member for the Strait of
S8elle Isle (Mr. Roberts)/ he stated that the federal govern-
ment would have to obtain the consent of all other provinces
before agreeing to a constitutional amendment which confirmed
cur province's ownership of Sffshcre oil and gas. Because
“his same erronsous statement of Canadian constitutional

law is being used by others to 2xcuse the present Prime
Minister's refusal to confirm our Province's ownership of
these resources, I Zind it necessary today to set the reaceord
straicht. I refer to the basic text of Canadian Constitutional

Law by Peter Hogg, antitled,Constitutional Law of Canacda

a< page 20 and I suote; M"The federal government has never

o

accepted that the provinces always have a right to be brcugh:

b}

into the amendineg droccess. There 1s no historical cass fo

unanimous provincial consant, or even ceneral provincial

consultation,as a pre-reguisite to request for amendment

1l

S mhe BNA Rct st l=ast those whiclh &c anot alisr the dis

rt
at
s
ty
“
|

tion of legislative power. Thare have been Zfiftesn imporzant
amendments to the B3YNA Act/which have been reguested »Hv the

dera?! Parliament aand =2nacted © the United Xingdom Parliament;

n
(13

+hese only four, those of 1940, 1951,1%80 and 1964 had

[s]
Fh
4

the2 unanimous consent of the orovinces, and only oné other
in 1307 was passed after prier consultation with all the

nrevinces and,in fact, in that case Britisi Columbia £id nct

agree but tha amendment droceeded neverthaless.
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of the

"

AR. L. BaARRY: The other te ifteen

]

amendments were reguested by the federal Parliament and
enacted by the United Xincdom PFarliament without prior
consultation with the provinges.’ I have arranced for
supporting statements from the book sntitled, Favraau,

The Amendment of The Canadian Constitution to be distributed

and made available to hon. members. Horpefully, hon. members
opovosite will now agree that it is only a matter of having
the political will to do so,which is needed to permit the
srasent Pederal Government to make the same confirmation

0f our offshore rights as was esarlisr given by Prime
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
ME. SARRY: - in the document, Mr. Speaker, the supprorting

document which will be distributad in a moment to hon. members. Thers
is an exerpt from the ralevant pagss of this text which was oprepared
by the hon. Guy Favreau, whe was a Liberal Cabinet Minister, and in
fact he was Justice Minister under Mr. Pearson, and in Fact we have a
complimentary introduction by the hon. Lester 3. Pearson, Prime Minister
of Canada. So I would submit chat the contents of this text should have
some sarticular weight for hon. members opposite. Anc just brléﬁ}? to
sonclude I would like to point out that sven when Newfcundland joined
Confederaticn a2 resolution was moved in tne House of Cemmens, this is
referrad to on page fourteen, which is geing cut £o members, "3
resolution was moved in the House of Commons urginc that this
amendment, to include Newfourdland within Canada, not e grocesded
until after consultation with the srovincial goveraments." What
the rasclution meant bv consultation was not clear. IHowever, the
amendment was snacted without such consultatien and without any
of the provincial covernmernts f&%maily-obje:tigg =o lts espactment,
thHough cne or two provincial governments stated publicly that
consultation should have taken placs.

Thank wyou, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HOMW. MEMBERS: Heax, hear!

M2, SEEAXSR (Simms): The hon. member Zor the Strait cof

Belle Isle.

MR. RDBERTS: Mr. Speaker, in my yvears ia the House I

nave 2lwavs understood that Ministeri Statements, and in this I am

solstered by the citatien in che most current aditicn cof 3eauchesne,
262, "Where Zor <he ourpese of conveving information, nct of comveving
Sehata,." And of course the minister's statement is simpiv a cowardly

way of antaring into a debats, Dacause I am not allowed o debate it
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MR. 3ARRY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker. That is

unparliamentary language.

MR, SPEAXER (Simms) : A point of order.
MR. BARRY: I suppose it is to be exvected from the

hon. member when he is caught out in such - whether it is a
deliberate, intentional attempt to mislead the people of this
Province, or whether it is just simple negligence in not having
done his research. But I ask him to retract that reference to
cowardly. If there is anvbody cowardly, Mr. Speaker, it is not on

this side of the House.

SOME HOM. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:
ME, SPEAKER: Order, please!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for the Strait

of Belle Isle.

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I do not believe
it is unparliamentary to accuse the hon. gentleman of doing
something cowardly. I will however,raise a point of privilege
and say that he blundered in his usual fashion by imputing
motives and questioning the intentions and I would submit
that is a question of privilege. And berfore , Your Honour,
deals with the matter of a point of crder he should first
of all, he, the hon. gentleman, should be requested by

Your Honour on the matter of privilege to withdraw the
imputations about the motives which he attributed to hon.
members here and then if Your Honour would deal with the
question of whether or not the conduct is cowardly. The
question is not whether it is cowardly or not , it is cowardly.
the question is whether it is unparliamentary for that term

to be used. But first I would ask Your Honour to deal with

the guestion of privilege which,cf cocurse,under our rules

must be dealt with first. It is the essence of an unparliamentary
procedure, it is a grave breach of privilege to guestion the
motives of hon. gentlemen no matter on what side they are.

We have already had talk of traitors £from the gentleman

rom St. John's North (J.Carter) and of trsachery. Sir, the

r

demeanor of this House will fast be dragged 4down to the level

of a beer garden by hon. gentleman if they keep this up.

MR.BARRY: To the point of privilege.
MR.SPEAKER: To the point of privilege.
MR. BARRY: If there is anvthing unparliamentary

here as the hon. member has indicated in his course of logic,
it is obviocus that it is misleading -what he nas said from

my statement and the supporting documentation . If, Mr. Speaker,
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MR. BARRY: there is anvthing unparlizmentary

in drawing the logical conclusion that that is either intentional
or negligent,and it would se2m to me that these are the only

two logical conclusions that would flow, I would,of course,
withdraw them. But I ask, Mr. Speaker, that the hon. member
withdraw the cowardly accusation of cowardice.

MR.SPEAKER (Simms): Qrder, please!l Te the point

©f privilege.I wish to reservs judgement on the point of
privilege until I get an opportunity to check Zansard to

ses exactly wha£ was said and then I will givs 2 ruling on

that later in the day. To the point of order. I heliave the
zsfsrence to the word 'cowardly' has beern tsrmed unparliamentary
in the past and I would simply ask the hon. from =he Strait

of Balle Isle (Mr.Roberts) to withdraw that ané that should

dispose ¢f chat particular point of order.

MR. ROBERTS: Of course I do, Sir, without
any raservation.

Vow, Mr. Speaks:s, if I mav
raspond o the hon. gentleman's statemént in 2 subscaative

way, which I intend to do and I will b2 no more langthy chan

o)
1
v
w
m
o
"
u
i
o
i

1r, I would maxe the poiat that the

ui

ERN
mon. gentleman's asser:ior that somethine¢ is so dos2s not
make it so0 and his assertzion cthat the Constiturion 2f CTanada

8 améandable By the

-

rocedure which he has advertsd to does

W

£

1ot represent the reszlity ner Jges it make the reallsy, My

aon. and learned £riend cited one of the texts on coastituticonal
law. I do not have others here but perhaps the sovernment

would oblidge by putting down the text on constituysigaal
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MR. E. ROBERITS:
law. In the meantime, for the benefit of the smirking Premier, he might

want to look and he might suggest to his colleague -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. E. ROBERTS: - that in tabling the first pages of

Monsieur Favreau's White Paper, he might also wish to table several other
succeeding pages and in particular to look at the proposals which represent

the current wisdom set forth on Page 35 of The Powers to Amernd the

Constitution of Canada in a particular Section 2 of the draft aet, and the

bon. gentleman might wish to note Section 3 -

MR. L. BARRY: (Inaudible).
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!
MR. E. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, I am not allowed to debate

and so I cannot. I said,'the proposals which represent the current thinking'.
Furthermore, I would point out to hon. gentlemen opposite thnat all of the
recent amendments on matters of this type ~ and those are the words which

I used in the debate - all of the recent amendments ha;e been unanimous,

and I would simply conclude this by saying two things: PFirst of all,

I would invite the government, if they believe in the intellectual integrity
of their position, to put a motion down on the Order Paper so it can be

debated in the appropriate fashion and at length.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: It is down now.

MR. E. RCBERTS: Where is it down?

PREMIER PECKFORD: Private members' resolution.

MR. E. ROBERTS: I said a government motion -

private members' we have twenty minutes each for two days. That is nct -
let us go by the regular (inaudible).

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. E. RCBERTS: Let us go by the rule of government time.
If this matter, Mr. Speaker, is of such importance as the government would
claim, then let us use the time of the House for that, because surely, if
it is of the essence of this Province, as I believe it is, there is nothing

more important.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. E. ROBERTS: It should not be relegatad, Sir, to

a private member's motion.

PREMIER PECXFORD: It is in the Speech from the Throne.
MR. E. ROBERTS: So it is in the Speech from the Throne.

So are all sorts of things that will never see the light of day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : COrder, please! Order, please!

The hon. member has half the time of the minister ‘to respond and I believe
we should allow him that opportunity.
MR. E. ROBERTS: Mr, Speaker, I find it marvellous that
those hon. gentlemen opposite who are sé confident, they tell us, have to
try to convince themselves by blackguarding members on this side - hardly
the mark of confident men or men who believe in their cause.

Let me conclude by saying that I would
invite the government to set up a procedure whereby some of the aminent
constituticnal authorities of Canada can be brought before this douse or

before a committee of this House -

PREMIER PECXFQRD: {Inaudible) .
MR. E. ROBERTS: I am sorry, the Premier - I did not

hear him. The Premier apparently said semething but it did not mean anything -
at least he does not want to repeat it - some of the eminent constituticnal
authorities, some of the spokesmen learned in this matter to set the matter

at rest and let us test the opiniens of the experts. I do not hold myself

out to be any more of an expert than does the gentleman from Mount Scio

(Mr. L., Barry), but I hold myself out to know at least as much as he does,

Sir, about this subject, and I would say that nothing in his statement, Sir,
has changed in one jot or tittle the reality and the substance of what I said
and what I stand by. And finally, I would rely on nobody less an eminent

authority than the former Prime Minister ©f Canada, the

~d
c
(@]
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MR, E, ROBERTS:
right hon. Joseph Clark. And I think if the hon. gentleman looks
back he will find some interesting references from Mr. Clark on the

need to involve the provinces in constitutional amendments of

this sort.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. E. ROBERTS: There will be no constitutional

amendments in Canada, Mr. Speaker. There will be no constitutional amendments
in Canada of this sort without the unanimnus consent of the

provinces. Yhether it is expressed by a resolution of a legislature
or by a decision of a government in a province is another

matter, but there will be - there have not been for twenty years and

there will be none, Sir -

MR. BARRY: (Inaudible) law.
MR. E. ROBERTS: There will be none. The law

of the Constitution is like international law, it is what is

accepted as such and my learned friend would concur with that.

MR. BARRY: Oh, I see.
MR. E. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, that is the law

that there will be nc amendments on matters of this sort without
the unanimous:consent of the Provinces. The governments can whistle
as they wish to pass their graveyards but, Sir, that is the

fact, that is the reality, that is the best legal advice that I

have been able to obtain,better than my learned friend opposite.

_SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. SPEAKER: (Simms) Are there any other statements?
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ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEMAXER (Simms): The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

Order, please!
MR. D. JAMIESON: Mr, Speaker, in view of the events
that have just transpired ard in view of the supreme importance of
this matter and all of its ramifications, not merely the question of
the technigues that might be employed to maximize Newfoundland
benefits and the like, but because we are getting piecemeal ministerial
statements in the House and outside, as well as news reports and
the like which are very much lacking in substance apparently in some
cases, will the hon. Premier in the interest of Newfoundland and
in the interest of having members on this side - apparently he does
not feel that we are sufficiently well informed, I would hope to get
as much information as possible ~ will he now indicate his attitude
with regarxrd to the proposal for the establishment of what I would
assure him would be a nop-partisan or a by-partisan committee
which would have the ability to examine these matters not with
invective and the like but in the sensible way that surely both
he and I should agree at least that we should go at this guestion

of the offshore issue.

AN HON., MEMBER: Hear, hear.
MR, SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr., Speaker, I appreciate the

hon. Leader of the Opprosition's guestion but let me say to him
clearly and urmistakably and hopefully it will not give rise to
this question again, that this matter is so important to me
personally and I think to hon. members on this side that it is
not a question, it is not a matter of a select committee studying

whether in fact Newfoundland
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Labrador owns, should own, must

own, has some claim to the mineral resources on the Continental
Shelf. This party and this govermment has won an election based on
that as one of it's tenants, one of it's principles. We go fcrward
from the day back in June, 1979, until the next Provincial election,
confident in the claim that we have the ownership rights to the min-
eral resources on the Continental Shelf. That the 0il and Gas Act
and the requlations that have been written as a result of that act
are/is the policy of the government of the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador and that all the benefits that flow there from are in
rlace and will continue to be the policy of this government. There
is no question.

SOME EON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

PREMIER PECXFORD: It is not a matter of cuestioning,

it is a matter of fact and of policy of this government and sc chere
is no gquestion of who has control or who has ownership, because with
ownershiv comes control. We own the mineral resources on the Contin-
ental Shelf. We have an act which says that. We have regulatioms
which govern the offshore develooment of our mineral resources.

That is our position and we-selicit the suppert of the hon. the Lead-
er of the Ovposition and all members opposite in this on-going battle
to win a chance to be at least, if not first-class citizens in this
Confederation, as close to it as is possikle over the next twenty or

thirty years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Lear, hear!
MR. D. JAMIESON: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : A suprvlerentary, the hon. the Leader

of the Cpoosition.
Mk. D. JAMIESQOWN: Mr. Speaker, with regard to the last
rart of the Premier's statement, let me sav that he has the full sup-

vort of the Opposition -
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SOME EONW. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. D. JAMIESON: - and I suspect of the vast majority
of Newfoundlanders. I also say to him, by way of preamble, that this
is not in the least arcumentative. I am simply asking the hon. the
Premier not sven to argue the point,if ﬁe is going to do it through
ministerial statements, it is obvicusly inadeguate. What I am asking
ig, will ne establish a select committee so that full details of why
he feels as stroncly as he does, and that of his associates, can be laid
out in a manner which will enable us to understand a little more, a
litcle more fully. He may feel that he has all of the answers zut
sbviously as recently as vesterday, there was 3 gusstion that arcse.
I Rapgen to agree with the covernment, by the wav, in it's sesition
with regard te the Continental Shelf.

This, acazin I emghasize is not 2
zuestion of debate or of argument. I am saving that this is the

tiggest issue, obviously, for the future of Newfoundland <that has

n

esn
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R. D. JAMIESON: around in a long time and are

[T

the hon. members opposite suggesting that we are incapable of
in a reasoned manner just simply finding in detail some of
the implications that are present, that have not been answered,
with the greatest of respect,excent to the satisfaction of
members opposita who as the govarnment have access to &

great deal of.information which is not available to us or

to the peogple of this Province. WNow,I am not askiag him =o
change his mind, I am not 2ven saying that at the =ad of the
exercise it could be a position where we micht fully and
totally agree, I simply saving that if our suppor: is %o

be soclicited, if there is to b5e a reguesst that wa back up

whatever it is the government is stating, it cannet 2e in

generalities we must know somethinc a little more about what
the legal pramises are on whish it is basged and,also. 2 E

we can, find out in a reasonzd fashion, I repeat, what somas o7
the other details of this oroblem are with recars to

savironmenta

control, with recard te a whole

national grestions.

4r. Speaker, if I cannot dgo it
through a salect commictee I can assure wvou that Lthera are
1290 guestions we can ask nere in the Hguss.
. S. NEARY: ¥ell said,
¥R®. SPEAKER (Simms): The hen. the Pramier,
PREIMIE2 PECXEZRD “Ar. Soeaxsr, & s2lect commisttes

o
0
A
0
H ]
oF
0
o

the Leacer of tna Jpopoesitien (Mr. Jamisson) now

Selgct committes s5o that the government can inform +the

Qp2aesizisr~ 2 the position that we have as it Telatss to
the o©offshore mineral resources:
SQME FHON., MEIMIEIS: Yo, nc.
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PREMIER PECXFORD: That is what the Leader of the

Opposition just said, Mr. Speaker, and I can only take him
at his word and what he says. Now,if the Leader of the
Cpposition is serious and Lif the Opposition is serious in
this approach,a select committee is5 not the answar, A

select committee is sstablished to gain and garper BPublic
opinion and input into policy decisions the goverament is
about to make. We have already made 2 cdecision that we have
ownership of the mineral resources, thers is nec point of a
select committee on this. The government has made a decision
and will rise or fall on that decision in the elsctorate of

Newfoundland and Lakrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Aear, hear!
2REMIZR DPECKFCRD: And if the Leader of tha Cpdositic
is saying acw that he fully suprorts the goverament gon its

rosition o0f ownerShip c¢f the mineral ressources, then let him

h
-
L&)

n
)
Q
(]
i
ol
fu
(]
a

coame out clzarly and say that. that the Liber
suovorts the stand that we taks on the ownershis of our

nineral rasources. Then we can becin to talk to the Opposi-

-

nt matters that

<

fu

tion about the matters- important. signif
Flow Erom thas policy princioled devision. zut let there be

no mistake abous itz
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PREMIER PECXFORD:

there is no point of establishing a select committee to decide on
whether or not Newfoundland or the government of Newfoundland should
take a position on the ownership of the mineral resources because
this government is willing to stand or fall on that issue. And we
have macde a rolicy decision over four years, I have personally made

a volicy decision over four years tcwards establishing this particular
policy as a firm and absolutely unshakable principle that the govern-
ment, the people of Newfoundland and Labrader own the mineral resour-
ces on the Continental Shelf. So that,therefore, select committee is
not the answer. What is the answer?

If the Liberal Party of Newfoundland
and the Opposition presently existent in this House of Assembly will
come out clearly and unmistakably on the side of this government in
it's ongoing battle to ensure that we have ownership of the mineral
resources, we will make whatever is available to the Liberal Oppos-
ition on an hour to hour basis, twenty-four hours a day, so that they
understand all the‘control mechanisms, all the other things <hat
flow there from. But there is no cuestion on the principle. There
is no ooint of a select committee on the principle because we wilil
rise or stand, irn this House, ocutside this House on the vrinciple
of ownership which is a major sicnificant plank in this administration's

policy as it relates to resource develorment.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
MR. D. JAMIESON: A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.
MR. SPEZAKER (Simms) : A supplementary, the hon. the Lead-

er of the Cprosition.
MR. D. JRAMIESON: Mr. Speaker, I understand the rules
well enough to know that I cannot be argumentative even though I sus-

pect or suggest that the Premier's answer was really mcre rhetorical
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MR. D. JAMIESCHN: than anything else.
SOME HON. MEMBERS ch, oh.
MR. D. JAMIESON: Insofar as a select committee is con-

cerned, there is ample precedent for a select committee being appoint-
ed to sxamine the policies of a government and to ask guestions about
those policies. So that I see nothing inconsistent with that.

Insofar as the second part is con-
cerned, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Premier if he is unwilling, and
guite frankly I find it guite incomprehensable that he weulc not be
willing to, in a select committee answer guestions, will he at least
take from us a list of guestions which we would be prepared to- I
will write him a letter, it can be personal ané confidential, if
he so wishes , on some very fundamental basic points on which, re-
gardless of the decision that he has reached, that the basis on wnich
he has reachec zhat deci;ion is clearly one that there is some arcu-
ment about.

What we are asking, Jjust simply
asking is, what was the response or what is the attitucde with re-
garc o certain ocher stands that have been zaken, outside of this
House all tocether, and how does the government or the Fremier cheoss

to deal with them? Now I repeat, once again,
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MR. JAMIESON: that I am not deoing this argumentatively.

I am genuinely, as I believe many Newfoundlanders are, concerned
when there are statements made by reputable authorities which do

not seem to square with the position that the Newfoundland Government
nas taken. Now to ask us blindly to give support without knowing
what the position is of the government in response to those other
reputable authorities, not saving to change your mind, I under-
stand, Mr. Speaker, that the government has taken a position, I
would like to know in a calm, dispassionate kind of way, what
answers the government gives to some of these other points of

view, and some of the reservations which I legitimately hold my-
self, and if T mav say so, I think that there are surely some grouncs
for saying that I have some competence in this matter.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please! The hon. the Prerier.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am not guestioning whether

the Leader of the Oppesition (Mr. Jamieson) has any competence in this
matter. I am not gquestioning that. I undefstand that. Aand I also
understand that there are certain gquestions that might arise from

time to time in the minds'of members on this side of the douse,

as well as that side of the House as it relates to the working out

of the principle cf ownership. And we are willing to, either in a
public letéer from the Leader of the Opposition to me, answer

every and all guestions as to how we want to relate that. But it

does not dispute the policy objectives and firm stand that this

Party and government takes as it relates _to _the ownership of the
mineral resources, That there aras problems in working out thcse
things, obviously thera are. (bvicusly there must be. But we

are willing to answer every and all guestions that the Opposition

has or any other member of the public cr the press has on this issue
openiv, and freely, in whatever form the hon. Leader of the Opposition

wants to take. But I would suggest to the Leader of the Oppositicn that
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PREMIER DPECKFORD: he present his gquestions to us, or to me

in writing, and let us publiciza it. 3ecause T wish to answer any
and all guestions which the Opposition finds confusing on this

issue. Yo guestion.

MR, STIRLING: What are you afraid of in a seslect committes?
PREMIER PECKFORD: The select committee does not answer anv
guestions on that whole - The regime is in place.

MR. STIRLING: Well what are you afrazié of:

PREMIZR 2SCXTORD: We are afraid of nothing, Mr. Speaker. We

are afraid of nothing. And the member for Sonavista North (Mr. Stirling),
albeit he is aspiring to be the new Leader of the Liberal Party, afser
the present Leader leaves his office, will not gain any points at all,
Srownie points, backbench points, frontbench points on taking that kind
of an approach. The fact of the matter is, this is more serious than

his aspiraticns. It is more serious than z2ll our aspivations. and T

£ry to answer the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Jamieson) in the spiric
in which he asks the guestion. I am willing, able, and wanting =o
answer all guestions that might lead to cornfusion on behalf of the
Cezesizion as it relates to this whole issue. 3ecause as the Leader

of the Opposition savs, and as I say, and as I think a lot of ceople will

sayv ‘on both sides
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

of the House, it is an issue of great import, not only for teoday but for
generations that will come afterwards if we are serious about trying to
solve some of our problems.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for Windsor -

Buchans followed by the hon. the member for LaPoile, followed by the hon.

the member for Lewisporte.

MR. G. FLIGHAT: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the

Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. L. Barry), or possibly in his capacity

as Minister of Industrial Development. He could answer in either capacity,

really. It relates in a sense to the offshore and the regulations under

which we are coperating. The activity in drilling right now is prebably as

high as we will ever see and over the next Summer and onward there will

be as much offshore drilling of oil wells as we could expect to see in a

development situation. I want to ask the minister why it is, Mz, Speaker,

that we are not living with those requlations? - and one of the products

that is used all the time in offshore drilling, barite, why it is %hat the

offshore drilling companies are not using the barite that is so readily

available in Buchans - that he is aware of - that the two companias concerned
have been doing studies on for the past three or four years while there

is known to be a ten or fifteen years supply there, where the market is right

off our own shores, where the work force is going down the drain in 3uchans -

way it is that we are not in the business and why those companies are not in

the business of producing and selling to the sffshore the barite that is

available in Buchans? - and the effect, of course, would be to bucy up the

economy of that town.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Mines and Energy.
MR. L. BARRY: Mr, Sceaker, I would like to start hy

saying that I hope the hon. member is going to be able to explain to his
constituents in Buchans why he is supporting a position that was taken by

the federal govermnment which would not in any way permit this Province to
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MR. L. BARRY:
used offshore.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. D. JAMIESON:

MR, SPEAXER (Simms):

of the Opposition.

MR. D. JAMIESOM:

Tape 273 EC =2

influence the materials that would be

Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

Qrder, please!

A point of order, the hon. the Leader

Mr. Speaker, with respect, I would ask

you to examine the preamble to that question which ¢clearly indicates that

there is some kind of motivation behind the question, and which in no way

whatsoever has the hon. member on this side said anything with regard to

whether he is supporting policy or anything else, he is asking questions.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. SPEAKER:
MR. L. BARRY:
MR. SPEAKER:

MR. L. BARRY:

oh, oh!

- Order, please! Order, please!

Mr, Speaker, to that point of order.
To the point of order.

I did not impute any motives and

-

1 merely refer.to the speech the hon..member made - I do not know if the

Leader of the Opposition was in the House, but the hon. member made a speech

the cther dav, the direct thrust of which was that -

PREMIER PECKFORD:

MR. L. BaRRY:

No jobs for Buchans.

- he guestioned the
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MR. BARRY:
policy of this government and in fact attributed anti-
confederate motives to our attempts to get local materials

and local labour applied offshore.

MR. MORGAN: He was opposed to it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. MORGAN: He was oppased to Lt.

MR, SPESAKER (SIMMS): Any further discussion or debate

cn the point of order? In ressgect to the point of order I

would rule that there is net a point of order in this particular
case. If an hon. member is not satisiisd with the answer to

a guestion then there is & certain procedurs which he may

follow.

of Mines and Eaergy (Mr. Barry) to answer ithe guestion

please.

MR. BARRY: . Mz . Speaker, just to go on.

This ;5 the very reason why We are assarting that Newifoundland
ownersﬁig and control ke recognized and coniizmed by
governments, by the faderal government and by sompanias who
are cperating offshore. And w2 hzve rszulatcions ia placs,

Mr. Speaker, wnich raguire companias to give prelsrcinfe to

are the gnes which are recognized as zprlying.

AN HON. MEMBER: Who is arguinc?

MR. BARIY:

opposits asked, wno is
power in Ottaws, which
2s the hon. member ODSOSit

would not opermit this
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MR. 3ARRVY: Now, Mr. Speaker, the company

in Buchans has carried out a pilot project and my understanding
is that that pilot project was successfully carried out.
Negotiations are being held with a worldwide supplier of

barite and because we have our Newfoundland local preference

regulations in place, that company in Buchans has the opportunity
\

of saying to this international supplier of barite, 'Join

in this venture with us because ctherwise vou will be at

a disadvantage when it comes to supplying materials such as
barite to the offshore/ Now, we have set, Mr. Speaker, this
government has set the environment, +the pProper anvironment
which gives an advantage to local companies., It is now up

£o the company at Buchans to strike their deal, to strike
their deal either with this international company thev are
now negotiating with or another or to do it themselves.

r. Speaksr, there is still a placs for private enterprise

but we have prepared the groundwork, we have set the

H

egulatory environment which gives the local preference d
zand we ask hon. members opposite to recognize this and to

support us ia making sure that that remains the law of this

Proviace and of this country.

SCME HON.MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR.SPEAXER (Simms): A supplementary. The hon. member

for Windsor-Buchans.

MR.FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, the first part of
the minister's answer was a red herring and a cop-out.The
minister should know, Mr. Speaker, that the barite situartion

Buchans five years agc, long before - while he was

Halifax being paid by this government to adviss -

MR. SPTAXEER: Order, please!
MR . BARRVY: (Inaudible) before it starz-ad, Mr. Speakar.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The non. member is beginning to
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MR.SPEAXER (Simms):

I would assume that he

direct him to ask that

the minister refers to

of barite, the fact 1is

Tape No. 274 AH-3

drift into the area of debate.
has a supplementary question and would
gquestion please.

Mr. Speaker, the company that
as the suppliex, the major supplier

that as far as Buchans is concerned
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MR. G. FLIGHT: ASARCO and Abitibi Price will be

the suppliers, Barite of Canada he is talking about is the

marketer,
MR. W. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER {Simms) : A point of order, the hon. President

of the Council.
MR. W. MARSHALL: Maybe the hon. member finds

difficulty in framing his supplementary question -

MR. G. FLIGHT: I do not find it difficult, boy.

MR. W. MARSHALL: -but the hon. member, I think, —

MR, G. FLIGHT: I find a lot of difficulty -

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR. W. MARSHALL: The hon. member has been —

MR. G, FLIGHT: (Inaudible) that is what I (inaudible).
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

MR. W. MARSHALL: The hon. member has been called to

orz_ier, Mr. Speaker, for the way he was addressing his question,
entaring into debate,and he then proceeds albeit in a little
weaker voice, not als strong, not as emphatic but he still is
continuing on in the same vien. I would suggest to Your Honour
that if he dees not frame his supplementary gquestion that he

be asked to take his seat.

MR. E. ROBERTS: To the point of order, Mr, Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER: To the point of order, the hoa.

membexr for the Strait of Belle Isle.
MR, E. ROBERTS: First of all, I am sure my
learned friend opposite did not mean tc be as offensive as he was
when he said he suggested that Your Honour should act in a certain
way. That is a most improper thing for my learned friend to say,
he ought to know better. He does not direct the Chair.

Now, I would like though to
speak specifically to this point of argument in questions because

I think the questions that we have heard, the questions are Proveked
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MR. E. ROBERTS: by the answers because the gentleman
from Mount Scis (Mr. L. Barry), who above all others ought to know
better has been, I suggest, abusing the rules. The rules are clearly
set forth in Beauchesne. The citatians are 357 and 358 and I think
it is common ground and I would hope that perhaps all members would
heed. Your Honour has ruled ¢n this, I believe, on a number of
Gecasions. Let me just read 358 (2) and in so saying I will say

that a similar admonition applies to questions, the one I read now
applies to answers, "Answers to questions should be a brisf as
possible, should deal with the matter raised, and should not proveke
debate.” Now, Mr. Speaker, I will not say that every gquestion

asked on this side is perfection itself but I will say, S5ir, that

the answers have been even less perfect then the questions. And

what concerns me is that the Question Period, Sir, is turning

into a debating period and not intoc a question period. And I

would suggest that the point of order, if it has any merit at all,

is equally applicable to ail members of this House and I mean

I am as much under the rubric of sin in this matter, I would

submit, as is anybody. But the fact remains, Sir, the Question Period
is turning into a debating peried. There is nothing wrong with debata,
heaven knows, but that is nct the purpose of Question Deriod.

The authorities make it crystal clear and I would suggest, Sir,

that nobody on the govermment side should be the first to say a

word and I would cite, and I will end on this, I would cite

in support of that statement that nobody on the governmen: side
should object the biblical adage that 'He among vou who is

without sin should be the first to cast a stone'. and there is
nopody cn the other side, Sir, in any position to cast any stones

on this matter at all.

MR. W. MARSHALL: To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: (Simms) To the point of order, the hon.

President of the Council.
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MR. W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, just briefly, I do
not want to get into Scriptures as the hon. gentleman there opposite
did a moment ago - perhaps we could call it into force here for our
benefit. But if the hon. gentleman was talking about the answers,
you know, the answers can not provoke debate. There is no doubt
about that quotation in Beauchesne but the fact of the matter is
look, I am up on a point of order now with respect to a question
that has been asked. If the hon. gentleman cbjects to the manner
in which questions have been answered or in which any debate is
emanating from chis side of the House he is perfectly at liberty
to object, of course, but he has to get up at the time that that
statement is made which he is objecting to. And I would submit

to Your Henour that the gquestion before

123



MR, W. MARSHALL: Your Honour, right now is ths

manner in which the hon. gentleman is framing his guaestien
which continued along in exactlv the same wvein as the
manner in which the guestion was askad originally and to

which Your Honour called the hon. member to eorder.

4. E. ROBERTS: To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPERKER (Simms): The hon. member for the Strait

of =2elle Isle.

MR. E. ROBERTS: I assume Your Honour is fellowing

the age old principle of tit for tat.and we have haéd tha =it
and now we can have the tat. M¥. Speaker, the -

MR. S. NEARY: . We would be better off having the

MR. E. ROBERTS: 1 agree complstely that we would

be better oI haviag the Question Parisé. And in fact, zhars
is a citation in Baauchesne that my learaed friend opoosite

It says, 'Matters of order should be

0
.

might want to look a

£ the Question Psriod anéd not during ix',

(1
1
0
I
(*H)
i
3]
u
i
0
o
[
13
th ]
28
Q

racticge, I would sav.

And that is 3 good 3

simply waat

Suestion, he was
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MR.
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MR. L. BARRVY: Mr. Speaker, first of all I
would like to ask the hon. member when he gets the oppor-
tunity to apologize for his initial reference to the fact
that the first discussions of the barite potential of
Buchans occured while I was out of the Province. In fact,
Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member would wish to check out this
point,he would find that it was when I was Minister of Mines
and Energy that T. in fact, brought to the attention oif the

officials of ASARCO the fact that they had a potential for

barite -

MR, G. PLIGHT: That makes it all the worse.
MR. SPEAXER. (Simms): Order, please!

MR. L. BARRY: in the *tailings which had been
ignored, ¥r. Speaker, by the company until I brought it to

their attention that in light of the onshore exploration

there was, in fact,a potentidl for a thriving, viable industrv.

n

Mr. Speaker, my knowledge is that the company at 3Buchans i
presently in negotiations with at least one international
company that is involved in the supplying of barite to

offsnere drilling rigs all around the world, that this is a

very large company, that the negotiations are szrious negotia-

tions and whan I have scmething further to announce to this
hon. House I will, ¥r. Speaker.

MR, G. FLISHT: One further suoplemantaryv, Mr.
Sveaker.

MP. SPEAXER: Wa have time Zor
supplementary. The hon. member for Windser - Buchans.

MR, G. PLIGHUT: Could the minister indicate

whether the companies concerned have asked 2ithar this
government or the f=deral government for either research
infermation or funding? Is there a possibilitv that

DREE have bean asked to have some input or make some
contribution towards gettinag this industry off the ground?

and if 3o, what has been the reaction cf his coverament]
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MR. G. FLIGHT: Would he he aware of any DREES

possibilities in helping that industry get off the ground?

MR. SPZAXER (Simms): The hon. Minister of Mines and
Enercgv.
MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, this government

would be very sympathetic to assisting in any way that is

ractical, if in fact it is shown that such assistance is

necessarv in order to make the industry viable. To my know-

ledge, ¥r. Speaker, we have not had a request for assistance -

MR. &G. TLIGHAT: from DREE?
MR. L. SAIRY: Ané I am not aware that there

has teen any reguests gonea to DREE but it could nave with-
out being brought to my attention, Mr. Speaker. 3But I

tion, gens that we like =g be

H
f
1=
=
<
[
n

b

would sav that cur pos
shown that an industry needs government assistance in orderx

to ‘be viable Defors the govarament's assistszncs, the tax-

pavers’dollars are offered. But if it is, Mr. Speaker, iI

it i3 raguested anéd shown as necessary in order to
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MR. BARRY: get an industry started. we would be very

sympathetic to any such proposal.

MR. FLIGHT: They need some pressure that you have not
given yet.
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please! The time for oral questions

has expired. I am sure hon. members would like to welcome to the
galleries today a delegation from Birchy Bay, Mayor Otto Pope, and
Councillors Canning, Mews and Mews.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

‘PRESENTING REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMITTEES:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Tourism.
MR. DAWE: Mr. Speaker, I indicated on Friday of last

week that I would table a report,as soon as the maps became available,
on the survey of the sports fishing in Labrador.

NOTICES OF MOTION:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour and Manpower.
MR. DINN: Mr. 3peaker, I give notice that T will on

tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills,
"An Act To Amend And Consolidate The Law
Respecting Boilers, Pressure Vessels, And Compressed Gas,” and
"An Act Respecting Amusement Rides."

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Public Works.

R. YOUNG: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled,
"An Act To Amend The Department Of Public

Works And Services Act, 1973 With Respect To Covernment Printing.”

MR. SFEAKER: The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.
MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will on

tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An Act To Ratify,
Confirm And Adopt An Amending Agreement Entered Into Between The

Government And Burgeo Fish Industries Limited And Others.”
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) :

MR. NEARY:

to present a petition,

MR. SPEAKER:

MR. NEARY:

Tape No. 277

PRESENTING PETITIONS:

The hon. member for LaPoile.

Mr. Speaker, I presume it is all right
is it?

Presenting Petitions.

I have a petition, Mr. Speaker, that I

wish to table and have it referred to the appropriate department to

which it relates and it is in connection with a request from the

pecple in the tiny community of Petites in LaPoile district.

Petites, Mr. Speaker, as hon. members

know, is an isolated community, vou have to get there by boat.

PREMIER PECKXFORD:

MR. NEARY:
I believe.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

MR. NEARY:

(Inaudible) there.

The Premier landed in a helicopter there

and by boat in 1964.

When I go I have to go in a boat from

Habour Le Cou, on a longliner,to Petites.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

MR. NEARY:

2REMIER PECKFORD:

MR. NEARY:

PREMIER PECKFORD:

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. NEARY:

I went there on a lengliner in 1963.

Yes, and went ther= in 1979 in a helicopter.
(Tnaudible) .

With Mr. Cabot Martin in tow.

(Inaudible) .

Oh, oh!

And during that visit, Mr. Speaker, a promise

was made to the people of Petites and it was made in 1975 and in 1972

by the then Tory candidate -

MR. MORGAN:
MR. NEARY:
MR. ROBERTS:

MR. NEARY:

They have no drinking

In '68 and '66.

-~ that the people of Petites wculd get -

We would have kept it if we had been in.

- the people of Petites would get a water system.

water in that community of Petites. As a matter of
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MR. NEARY: fact, the Department of Municipal Affairs

emploved the services of Mr. Trepista, I think it was -

AN HOM. MEMBER: Terpster.
MR. NEARY: Terpster or Trepista, to do a study, to

work out a plan for the implementation of a drinking water system
Zor Pecitas, the same as they have in LaPoile and in Grand Sruit.

This petition is signed by fiftv-two
residents of Petites, Mr. Speaker, and that is,as far as I know,
svery voter, every resident over the age of nineteen years of age
in the community of Petites .

The people on the Scuthwest corner of this
Province, Mr. Speaker, are beginning to believe that they are
being discriminated against by this government for voting Liberal.
I hope that is not the case, Mr. Speaker, but the feeling is thers.
We saw recently whers the Industrial Develcpment Office in Port zux
Basgues had to be shut down because the gevernment cancelled its
grant. They will not do anvthing about the industrial park in
Port aux Basques. They will not construct a new hospiﬁal in

Port aux Basgues -

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Crder, please!
¥R. NEARY: They will not give a water supolv zo the

MR. SPERKER: ¥2s. The hon. member should confins his
statements. I think,to the prayver of the petition.
MR. NERRY: Is it any wonder, My. Speaker, that the
Dpeople feel they are being discriminated acainst for polizical
reasons.

I will read the grayer of the oetition,
Mr. Speaker. ?Probably that is the best way I can get the message

across to hon. gentlemen.
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MR. NEARY: "We, the people of Petites, in the district
of LaPoile, would like to present this petition requesting a water
supply system for the residents of this community. We think the

time of bringing water with buckets is over. We also feel
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MR. S. NEARY: feel that we are equal residents to
all others in the Province and should have some sort of water system.

We, the people of Petites, do not like the idea of our children going

to a school that does not have a sanitary supply of water for sewerage
and drinking within it, alone in our homes. When you have a group of

children within a building not having a sanitary water supply in this

day and age, we think that is a bad situation.

We, the undersigned members of the
community of Petites in the Province of Newfoundland, would like for
you, as a government, to take this petition in good faith and provide
funds for a water supply system for this community."

Now, Mr. Speaker, the prayer of that
petition is self-explanatory, and I do hope now, Sir, that the
Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mr. Neil Windsor) or whatever department
is involved - I think the local water committees and the water supply
system still come under the Minister ‘of Municipal Affairs - will take
this matter seriously, Sir. It is a crying shame in this day and age
when people have to go out in the middle of Winter - it is bad enough
in the Summertime, but to have to go out in the Wintertime and lug
water in buckets, I think that is terrible in this day and age. And
here we are here now on the East Coast of this Province talking about
o0il booms and what have you and everybody expecting to wake up some
morning with a Cadillac out in his back yard, and there are the people
down in Petites still carrying their water in buckets.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this petition
be placed upon the table of the House and referred to the department to

which it relates.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for Lewisporte.
MR. F. WHITE: Sir, I would like to support wholeheartedly

the plea from the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) for a decent drinking water
system in the community of Petites. I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that every

single member who represents a ruval riding in this House can sympathize
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MR. F. WHITE: with the people in Petites who do
not have any water to drink - or water to drink, I suppose, but they

are not sure of its quality and neither sure of its quantity.

MR. S. NEARY: Right.
MR. F. WHITE: Mr. Speaker, I have, for example, a

delegation - I know I am not allowed to refer to another community when
I am talking to this petition, but I have a delegation here today from
Birchy Bay who are also looking for water. And there is a very serious
situation there with water. The bit of water that they did have was
spoiled when a new road was put through some years ago and it became
2olluted with salt. So on behalf of the Birchy Bay town council and
other places throughout Newfoundland, I am sure those pecple feel a
part of the plight that the people in Petites feel, and Birchy Bay in
particular, 5ince the Premier made a commitment that that would be done,
and I am sure that commitment will be kept this year.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to support the petitioa brought in by the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)
and I dc hope that the Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mr. Neil Windsor)
gives some attention to it.

I also hope, Myr. Speaker, I whole-
heartedly hope that when the govermment find out for sure that the oil
is there, that they borzow all the money they can get their hands on to
put water services in this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : I would like to welcome te the galleries

today, again on behalf of all hon. members, the President, Mxr. Tony John,

and the Vice-President, Mr. Calvin White, of the Newfoundland Indian

Government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for St. Mary's -
The Capes.

MR. D. HANCOCK: Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to stray

away from the petition because I cannot get away with it like my good

friend from LaPoile.
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MR. D. HANCOCK: I would like to rise and present

a petition on behalf of the 520 voters of the communities of Riverhead,
St. Stephens, Peter's River and St. Shotts. I will just state the
prayer of the petition. It says: "We, the paople of Riverhead,

St. Stephens, St. Shotts, are forwarding a petition to the House of
Assembly on behalf of the pasture committees, community councils, all
livestock owners and people of our commupities. We are requesting that
governmeat cwn and operate the community pastures as it has done in

previous years."

AN EHON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. D. HANCCCK: Sir, the people in my district feel

that this is one of the things that govermment has done an adequate jcb
with. They feel that their cattle have been treated fairly. Well, some
pecple seem to thimk that they cannot pay more for the service they are
getting, but the gemeral feeling is that the government have done more
than an adequate job and they would like to see it continued in the
future as it has been in the past.

I ask that this petition be placed

upcn the table of the House
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MR. D. HANCOCK:
of the House of Assembly and direscted to the department to which it
relates. Thank vou.

SCME. HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development to introduce a bill,
"An Act To amend The Department of Rural, Agricultural aAné North-
ern Develocment Act", carried. (Bill Ne. 22)

On motion, Bill Ne. 22 read a first
time ordered read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Tourism, Recreation ané Culture to introduce a 5ill, "An Act To am-
end The Historic Objects, Sites And Records 3ct, 1973", carried.
{3ill ¥o. 23)

on motions Bill No. 23 read a first
time aréz:eé read a second time on tomorrow.

Moticn, the hon. the Minister of
Fisheries tc introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Fishing Incustry
Adviscry Board Act, 1975", ecarried. (Bill Wo. 11)

On metion, Bill Mo. ll reaé a first
time ordered read a seconé time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Zducation to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amencé The Memorial Univers-
ity Act", carried. (Bill No. 28)

On motion, 3ill No. Z€ read a first
time crdered read a second time on tomorrow.

¥otion, the hon. the Minister of

Zcucacion to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Bay St. Georce
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Community College 2Act", carried.
(Bill Yo. 5).

On motion, __Bill Wo. 5 read a first
time ordered read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Health to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The Embalmers And Funer-
al Directors Act, 1973", carried. (Bill ¥o. 25)

Oon motion, Bill No 25 read a first
time ordered read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Consurer Affairs ané Environment to introduce a bill, "An 2ct To
Repeal The Income Tax Discounters Act”, carried. (Bill Ne. 4)

On motion, 3ill No. 4 read a first
time ordered read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Justice to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The District Court
Act, ‘.2'}6". carried. (Bill Ne. 7 )

On motion, Bill No. 7 read a first
time orxdered read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Finance to introduce a bill, "An Act Respecting the Garnishment
Acainst The Remuneration of Public Officials”, carried. (Bill ¥No.3l.

on motion, 31ill No. 3 read a first

time orcdered read a second time on tomorrcow.
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Motion, the hon. the Minister
of Finance to introduce a bill,"An Act To Amend The Members
Of the House Of Assembly(Retiring Allowances) act," carried,.
(Bill No. 24)
On motion, Bill No. 24 read

a2 first time ordered read a second time on tomorrow. -

Motion, the hon. the Minister
of Consumer Affairs and Environment to introduce a bill, "an
Act Respecting The Drilling Of Water Wells And The Conservation
And Use 0f Ground Water, carried. (3ill No. 28)

Cn motion, 3ill No. 28 read

a first time orderasd read a second time on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister
of Consumer Affairs and Environment to introduce a bill,
"Rn Act To Amend The Department Of Consumer affairs and
Environment Act, 1973," carried. (8ill mo. 27)

on motion, Bill No. 27 read

4 f£irst time orderasd read a second time 2n tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order 1. Address in Replv.

The hon. member for Grand Bank.

SOME HON., MEMBERS: Heayzr, hearx!
MR. THOMS: I only have f£iftsen minutss lafc

said

on Friday all that I have to say for the moment anyway about
the administration of justice in this Province. There are a
few other matters that I would like to get en to. I think it
is pecoming gquits evident, guite clear and gquite obvious the
game plan from the cother side of the House, just exactly what

their game plan is. W2 saw on Fridav where - and it is a sad,
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Mr. Thoms: sad commentary when,I,as a

member of this House or any other memoer of the House,as ny
friend frxom the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr.Roberts) did,get

up and give what he considered to be the correct legal position
as far as the offshore o0il and gas is concerned, which by

the way - and I am no constitutional lawyer, that I will admit,

but it is a position with which I wholeheartedly agree,
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MR. THOMS: _ffpm the ;Egdy_;hat I have been able
to make of the legal ramifications in connection with oil and
gas. But for the moment I will leave the oil and gas because T
am concerned when we hear somebody from the other side of the
House, albeit he was forced to withdraw the remark, call some-
body else on this side of the House a traitor. And that is the
game plan. That is obviously the game plan of this present
administration. Everybody over there is a good Newfoundlander.
Everybody on this side of the House is not, somehow or other
come up short of being good Newfoundlanders.

Now I am not going tc stand on my feet and
say that I am a good Newfoundlander. I believe that,certainly, and
the people of my district know that I am a Newfoundlander, know that
I was born, bred, dragged up in the outports of this Province. T am
not going to get up here and apologize for it. But neither am I going
to sit in this House and be called a traitor, and a Judas Iscariot.

Just for the sake of those who were not
listening when that particular member, and you saw shades of it coming
out when the President of the Council spoke first in this debate,
vou saw shades of itl vou saw shades of it when the member for
Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) spoke in this debate, that somehow or
other - and this is the game plan to make everybody on this side of
the douse something less than Newfoundlanders. I will never apologize

for being a Canadian, and I will never apologize for being a

Newfoundlander.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. THOMS: But just listen to what is coming from the

government side. Now, this is after calling us traitors and saving that
we were being treacherous, referring to my friend frcm the Straic

of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts). "I think that their position is a most

unacceptable one", and I am quoting Hansard here, "I hesitate to use the

word Judas Iscariot but this keeps popring into my mind, thirtvy pieces
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MR, THOMS: of silver". Ewen the sucggestion of hanging

comes te mind. Even the suggestion of hanging comes to mind. I mean,
what a sad, sad commentary when a member on this side of the House can
stand on his feet and disagree with a legal opinion from the President

of the Council (Mr. Marshall) without being called & traitor, a Judas
Iscariot and, oresumably, somebody who deserves hanging. That is what
nappened in this House on Friday. You know, you oversimplify it. The
Pramier gets up in the Housa of Assemblv and he says, "There is no guestion
about it, our position is very simple, we own, we controsl the offshore
oil and gas." We believe that, too. The Liberal Party of this Province,
for this last ten, Zifteen years, has been saying that Newfoundland owns
the offshors ressources, owns it. 3But, loock, let me again guote Srom
Hansard of vesterday when the 2Premisr said, when we were taiking about

the landlocked countries claiming some cwnership in the offshore oil and
gas, hers is the Premier's exact comment. He says, "Some of these land-
locked and otherwise somewhat imperilled pecple of the world who are
suddenly after a resource which, first of all, we do not know if we own".
That is exact. Thers it is in Hansard.' Those ars the Sremier's words.
Today he gets up and savs, "Dh, we own it. It is curs.” I pelisve it

is ours, too. I believe we own it, but I also believe that it is an over-

simplification to just say
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MR. L. THOMS: that we own it. We have a
legal right to what is out there, Whatever is ocut there,

we have a legal right to it. Now, let us proceed on that
basis, let us not in this House have a situation like we
saw Saturday or I believe that is going to backfire on

the members on the other side of the Haouse if it continues,
if thef continue trying to give the picture, in this Provincé,
that the Liberal Party, that members on this side of the
House are somewhat less than Newfoundlanders. We are not
less than Newfoundlanders. But I can tell you something

I am afraid and I am deeply afraid and I am genuinely
concerned-and this does not apply to all members on the
other side of the House - that evervybody may not be a

good Canadian, That may be guite true. I think we are
getting indications of that, We got an indication of that
in a speech by the President of the Council (Mr. Marshall).
We got a clear indication, I tnink, from the speech by

the member for St. John's North (Mr. Carter) whose anti-
confederacy has been known far and wide for the last thirty
vears. And I am genuinely concerned with the separatist
leanings in the government of this Province and the Pro-
sressive Conservative members of this House- You get it -
read the ar+ticle in Insight where cur Premier was inter-
viewed. Every now and then vou stop and say, 'By¢God,

there is a separatist leaning'. I can remember

reading a letter in the paper, the Evening Telegram,a

few days ago,which stated that if we had a vote on whether
to stay in Confederaticn or not onlv 5 ver cent of the
people-of this Province would vote to stay in Confaderation.
I think you can take that and turn it around,I thirk you
would find that 95 per cent of the people of this Province
would vote to stay in Confederation. But I do not like

that feeling that I am getting from some members of this

government, that they would just as soon pluck Newfcundland,
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MR. L. THOMS: simply because it has got o

i1

and gas in abundance, pluck it ocut of Confederation and we

go our own wav. I deo not think that is true of

the member for Humber Valley (Mr. House) or Humber West

(Mr. Baird) or Fortune - Hermitage (Mr. Stewart)-I can GO

through,but vou see it in this nationalistic feeling tha

£

you get. sSometimes from the Premier.. of this Province and

always from the President of the Council (Mr. Marshall)
anéd the member for St. John's ¥Nerth (Mr. Carter). They
would taks this Province out of Confederation like that!
And would love it! They would like nothing better! But

if vou aver want to see a Confederation battle just try

™
(28

Now, Mr. Speaker, when Mr.
Trudeau spoks before the students at Memorial Universicy
and there is no doubt about it that he jammed them into

-

building, there were a lot of students there. I was
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MR. L. THOMS: extremely disappointed, Mr. Speaker,
extremely disappointed in that rally. I was not disappointed in
Mzr. Trudeau, I was not disappointed in the position that he gave on

offshore oil and gas, a position that I fully support - fully support.

MR. J. CARTER: A 'give-it~all-away' pclicy.
MR, L. THOMS: Mr. Trudeau's? I would like to tell

you first what disappointed me.

MR. J. CARTER: Give it all away.
MR. L. THOMS: Why does not the member for St. John's

North (Mr. J. Carter) read what Mr. Trudeau had to say at that rally?

MR. J. CARTER: I heard him.
MR. L. THCMS: You heard him - you heard nothing.

The Premier's executive agsistant who went there to heckle reported
incorrectly to you, as he would. He¥e is the full text of what

Mr. Trudeau had to say at that particular rally.

MR. J. CARTER: Send it over.
MR, L. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, there is one thing that

really disappcinted me. Mr. Trudeau spoke for some ten or fifteen
minutes on the fisheries in this Province. What did you get from a
certain element at that rally? - 'Man cannot live by cod alone.' They
sneered. There was a certain group led by the Premier's executive

assistant who sneered at the cod fishery in this Province.

AN_HON. MEMBER: The fishery is dead.
MR. L. THOMS: Well, Mr. Speaker, I can tsll you one

thing, no matter how much o0il and gas is 200 miles or 400 miles off from

St. John's, the people of Grand Bank do live by cod alone. They are

one hundred per cent either directly or indirectly dependent on the fishery.
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir is the same way, Fortune - Hermitage is the same way.
And here we had Newfoundlanders, I am ashamed to say, attending that rally -
and it is irrelevant to me, it could have been Mr. Clark speaking about the
fisheries - and all they could think about, their whole mentality is oil and
gas. 'To hell with the fisheries! We do not need the fisheries, we have the

oil and gas out there.'



March 11, 1980 Tape 283 EC - 2

MR. L. THOMS: Now, what was Mr. Trudeau's position?
I am not going to go into the legal ramifications. Mr. Speaker, you know,
as I sit here and as I have been listening to the President of the
Council (Mr. W, Marshall) and the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. L. Barry)
and my friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) and the member for the Strait of
Belle Isle (Mr. E. Roberts), I was thinking to myself, What a pity you are
not a judge, a real honest-to-goodness Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada!
We could have had all this settled. We have heard the arguments back and
forth, the adversary system. We could then get a judgement from Your Honour.
We would have it all settled.

There is a question of ownership, there
is no doubt about that, or we would not be asking, we would not be debating
it. The Premier would not be getting up and saying, 'a resource which we

do not know if we own'.

MR. SPEAKER (Butt): Order, please! The hon. gentleman's time
has expired.

MR, L. THOMS: If I can just take a second to clue up?
MR. SPEAKER: By leave?

SOME HON. MEMEERS : By leave.

MR. L. THOMS: Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, very simply put,
Mr. Trudeau's position is this: If Newfoundland owns its offshore resourcss
there is no problem - it owns it, it controls it, that is it; it is finished.
The question of ownership must be decided, and there is a guestion.
The Premier says there is the question - vesterday, of course, he indicated -

maybe it was a slip when he said, 'We do not even know if we own eur own resources.'
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MR. L. THOMS: But if we own it there are no
problems. But then he says, "If, under the Constitution you do not
own the resource, then we will guarantee you 100 per cent the
maximm benefits from the ¢il and gas until you become a have
province". And we only have three have provinces in Canada -

Ontario, British Columbia and Alberta.

AN HON. MEMBER: Four, is it not?
MR. L. THCMS: No, just three as I understand it.

It could be four, Saskatchewan could be one now, I am not quite
sure.

I know we have at least these
three. "When Newfoundland becomes a have province then we will
expect you to share your good fortunes with the rest of Canada."
That is a position that I can support and I can be proud of it
and I will continue to support that position. Mr. Trudeau also
said at that rally that as far as the court case is concerned
to determine the ownership:let us'go in, we will not contest it,
It is not a contested case it is a reference, that is all, It is
not a contested case. He said that he would not contest it.

'It would be an uncontested case’ were his words.

Now, that is a position that
he has taken. If he goes back on that then he will hear from
me, at least he will hear from one member of the Liberal Party
in Newfoundland.If he goes back on that position one jot then
he will hear from me. But it is a position that I can suppori,
it is a position that I do act think I deserve to be called a
traitor for. It is not a position that I deserve to be called a
Judas Iscariot for and it is not a positien that I certainly
would not deserve hanging foz, as was suggested on Friday.

Mr. Speaker, very simply put
that is Mr. Trudeau's position, it is the federal/Liberal rcos
Maving said that,as I said earlier, I believe that we have got a
legal rignt to the cffshore o0il and gas and I think we should
go ahead and have that right confirmed. In the meantime, we

have Mr. Trudeau's undertaking,in case we do not own it, that is all.
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MR, L. THOMS: did say at that rally that therxe
were an awful lot of the constitutional experts who agreed with
Newfoundland , that Newfoundland does, in fact, own the offshore
oil and gas.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the House's

indulgence, running overtime, and I am sure we will hear much more
about this subject before-zlthough I wish we would get ahead with

doing whatever has got to be done. You know, there are an awful
lot of problems in this Province that are being ignored while we
are waiting for the oil and gas to come ashore, either here or

somewhere else; Thank you very much, Mr. Speakez.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Heay, hear.

MR, SPEAKER: (Butt) The hon. member E?t the Bay of
Islands.

MR. L. WOCDEROW: Mr., Speaker, I would like first

of all to congratulate the hon. member for Grand Bank (Mr. L. Thoms)
for giving such a eloquent speech. By the same token, if thex:e
is any game plan to downgrade or to call the Oppositicn traitors
or no good Newfoundlanders, I certainly knew nothing about it.
And I would like for these things to be removed from this hon. House
as quickly as possible. I feel, in fact, we are all good
Newfoundlanders and, hopefully, all good Canadians as well.

In the meantime, Mr. Speaker,
I would like to start my address by congratulating the member for
Burgeo -+ Bay d'Espoir (Mr. H. Andrews), Heis not in the House

at the mement but he is around somewhere I assume. and also,
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MR. L. WOCDROW: I would like to congratulate the
newly appointed Minister of Fisheries(Mx.Morgan), the Minister of
Lands and Forests(#r.Power), the Minister of Tourism, Recreation
and Culture@t.bawe). I am sure that each will find pjg respect-
ive portfolio tp re both achallenging and richly rewarding exper-
ience.

I was particularly delighted that
my colleague for the District of St. George's (Mr. gawe) recei;ed the
Tourism portfolio, as there is a tremedndous potential in the tourist
field throughout the West Coast and with his thorough knowledge of
the region, I am hopeful that the minister will take a special int-
erest in the needs and development of the West Coast 2f the Province.

. I am also pleased, Mr. Speaker,to
nave the hon. the Leader of the Orposition, he is not in his seat
at the momept- with us again durirc thiis sessicn of the legislature.
I noted his opening remarks on the Throne Speech with great int-
erest and welcomed his comments on his party's desire and willing-
ness to coocerate fully, where possible, with the govermnment lecis-
latien to be brought before this House for cur consideration.

With this in mind, I am looking
forward to a productive session in the best interests of our Province
and people, &n fact, I trink, Mr. Speaker, to date things have been
going fairly good. yp fortunately it got a little rough the past
couvle of days when the hon. Leader of the Opposition was out of
this House. I dread to think what is going to happen if he shoulc

decide to retire early and naturally a new leader would take his

wlace. Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I did not -=v:
leader and Premier who has worked tirelessly to effectively cevelop
and protsct the interest of our Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. L. WOODROW: I feel that what the Premier is

doing is not for political reasons. I feel that he is speaking

from the heart. He is obsessed with a love for Newfoundland first
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MR. L., WOODROW: of all ané its people and he is
trying to do his utmost to get the best for Newfoundland as would
any other Premier. The Premier of Rlberta, the Premier of Quebec,
the Premier of Ontario, they are all trying to cet the best for
their Provinces and they have to be congratulated Zor acting in a
manner like that. Mr. Speaker, I can say without exacgeration - the
Premier has just arriwed - that wherever cne coes througheut this
Province, everyone echces the same sentiments about the hon. Premisr,
they say he is the cne man to make Mewfoundland and Labrador a have
Province within the Canadian framework. In fact, I had a visit just
a couple of davs aco from a lady from Placentia ané she said the

very words, The Premier has the makincs of a great man". I think all
of us - I am sure we all are, on this side of the House, giving him
our full and complete support. If there are any doubts on the
opposite side I am sure these doubts will he dismissed in due courss.
I am also, Mr, Speaker, cisased with the government's continuin

policy to hold Cabinet meetinegs a various centres throughout the

. - o
Province. And I was particularly pleased with the most recent meeting

neld at Corner 3rook which certainly was a success.
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MR. L. WOODRCW: Mr. Speaker, to show the interest of people in
the Bay of Islands district, they had sighteen briefs presented, and
I feel sure that each brief, wherever it came from, will be given
sympathetic hearing.

Now, Mr. Speaker, rather than dwell
at length on the Bay of Islands district, which I feel has been treated
fairly since 1972, I would like to delve more deeply into the important
initiatives and matters of interest raised in the Throne Speech, such
as the continuing offshore oil and gas exploration off our coast and
the Northern cod stock issue. I may not be able to use the - not
exactly the flowery, but the legal language that our good friend from
Grand Bank (Mr. L. Thoms) used, but I assume, perhaps, when some of our
lawyers get up they will protably be able to answer him better than I can.

Mx. Speaker, the fishing industry is

today the single most important industry in the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: _ Hear, hear!
MR. L. WOODROW: This, Sir, was brought out yesterday.

I had to admire the hen. the member fozr LaPoile (Mr., Neary) Qhen he spoke
so eloquently about the fisheries in his speech on the Enviromment Act,
2ot simply because of its direct contribution to our economy but also
because of its social, historical and cultural values embodied in our
pecple. The development and protection of our Northern cod stock is
vital, therefore, to the future survival and growth of the many communities
that dot our rugged coastline, communities that depend on the fishery for
their lifebloed.

Now, I was counting up yesterday and
I think we have thirty-four rural districts in this Province and in all
those rural districts, either directly or indirectly, they are in some way
involved with the fisheries. So therefore, the fishery then, is certainly
very important.

I am therefore very sncouraged by our

government's firm stand on the Northern cod stock issue and the
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MR. L. WOODROW: reaffirmation in the Throne Speech
that the figsheries are the backbone of our economy and society and will
remain the major component of any permanent solution to our economic
problems. I believe, Mr, Speaker, just getting back to the Premier
once again, we have to be firm, we have to mean what we say. And if the
Premier gets up and shakes his arms, he means, by God, he means, °'I am
sold onr what I am saying! I mean what I say!' And I think if all of us
would take that attitude perbaps in our present positiocns, we would be a
lot more meaningful to the people who send us to this hon. House of
Assembly. This basic firm principle will assure the long-term future
of rural Newfoundland, which forms the very fabric of our Province.

Mr. Speaker, coming to the oil,
as our Province moves aven closer to an offshore petrolewm industry
becoming a reality - and,in fact, it is almost incredible; who would ever
say ten or fifteen years ago that we would be on the verge now of an oil
discovery; 1In fact, at the present time we can almost fsel it flowing

to cur shores. oQur

~J
o
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MR. WOODROW:

ocking mere than ever before with optimism -

Pgople are
to a bright, secure future and thanks bea to God. We have .
bsen in the doldrums, we have been a have not Province long

enough. Angd, hopefully, starting off now as we are in the

1

1980's, in another decade, I feel sure that if we are aot

alrsady, then we will certainly be on the way to being

2 have Province. fears have also been expressed that a

full-scale petroleum industry will cause serious social

upheaval. Then as the famous Irish writer, W.S5. Yeats put

iz, "A terrible beauty is bora". Z
Mr. Speaker, our government has

indicated to all parties that this will not be the casa.

The resources will be devaloped in concert with the fishery

for Newioundland by Newfcundlanders where possible. Ia Eack.

I cexrtainly again,admire and go along with the Premiar on =she

stanéd he tock towards emploving Newfoundlanders. It was kind

9f rather anfcrtunatse when he was on Cross Country Checkus

on Sunday night that the thres pecople who disagresd were

Newfoundlanders.

MR. MORGAN: Must be Liberals.
ME. WOCDROW: Absolutely,. In fact ane was
I am sure. One was a gentleman who is a dyed in the woc.

Liberal up around the Port Szunders area as my good friand -

Zrom that area Xnows. 5¢ really I think

Hy
im
¥
L
2]
O
4]
)
1
L
n
1
"

that = thiang like that,it was almost incredible, to sav
the least, it was sickening.
Gil companies have come %o

realize by necessity that our way of life will not be

compromised, 2 do not think this is going to be 2asv.

n

In fact, the pace and manner of offshore development is
mors Limportant to this gowernment than the fact that

devaelopment rushes ahead as was the case in Scotland.
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MR. WOODROW:

Mr. Speaker, I would like
now, Zirst of all, to continue on the cil. In the weeks and °
months anhead we will continue to plan responsiblvy towards
the day when the first barrel of o0il is landed on our shore,
Having said this, I would hope that members opposits will
become involved and indicate to the people of this Province
exactly where they stand on the all impertant questicon of
offshore ownership. Mr. Trudeau, regardless of what the
hon. member for Grand Bank ([Mr. Thoms) has said.was verv
svasive on this when guestioned at Memorial University during
the brief campaign visit. I feel that members opposite have been
egqually ewvasive.

Now, Mr, Speaker, I would like
o say a littls about Zowaters and the budworm aad =he like.

And I am very happy to be able %o say at the present time

"

hat Sowaters are going ahead with a planned expansion,
S118 million over a2 five year plan. This really speaks well

or the West Coast of the Province and it also shows chey must

rh
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MR. L. WOODROW: be in agreement with the govern- :

ment's position on the budworm. Living in a district where

seventy-five per cent of the population -is either directly

or iadirectly involved with the Bowat%r Daper Mill in Corner <
BrooklI am very concerned with the Province's fo;est‘resource
and the serious problem of the soruce budworm infestation.

Mr. Speaker, earlier in January my colleagues tﬁe Minister

of Education {Ms.Verge) and the member for HYumber West (Mr.
Baird), present in the chair, and I, met. with officials of
Bowaters in Corner Brook and needless to sav the picture
painted at the time was a dismal and a frightening one. While
I do not doubt the authenticity of the statistical information
raised, the picture was simply the paper side of the spruce
cudworm oroblem. Now, on Januarv 2, 1980, the following
appeared in the editorial of the Western Star concerning ths
budworm; “The companies claim that the insectlthreatens the

newsprint industry in the Province and it must be checkad.

[:1]

Ther=s is no doubt cthat the budwerm is destroying thcusands

of sguare miles of prime wood, but nobody is sure if the

spraving really works and if it is
medical =xna2rts claim go with the spray. And finally The
government is in & dilamna, they are damned if thev do and
thevy are damnad i they do not." That 15 what tha edizgcrial
sail. Mr.Speaker, 1 was,therefore, not surcrised that tha
companies at Corner Brosok and the paper companies throughout
the Province were upset with the decision not to undartake a -
spray programme during the coming summer. I Znew when it
tock so long at the Casinet meeting to oput the final touches
on the decision that the Premier wanted to examine fully a1
details surrounding the soruce budworm issue before making

8 definitive statement on the sprav programme. Mr. Speaker,
that the decision not to soray tiais vear

was a vary responsiile and correct one given tha long-zarx:

AL
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HR. L. WOCDROW: unknown =ffects on our

vegetation, wildlife and people. I welcome the establish-

ment ¢f a roval commission,as it will orovide invaluable
infermaticn and recommendations aimed at long-term solutions gfqp
the forest industry. i npumber of areas, including the viability
of an extendad sorav ;rogramme!:his is of major importance to
the Province, especially to tha West Coast,and I look forward

to a productivs commission.

MR. D. EZOLLETT: Concerning (inaudible)
MR, L. WOODROW: Well, Mr., Speaker, I think the

hon. member from-Zuria (Mr. ¥ollatt) can determine my position
5¥ what I have already saidg.

MR. D, HOLLETT: I do not believa vou ars ceing

to get icg.
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MR. L. WOODROW: That woul

¥ou very much. #r. Speaker, I would like to say just a Sew

points about the discrict. Thare are a Zaw matters I wou
like to attend to. Just one of zhe thinecs

the hon. member for LaPoile [(Mr, Neary) was saying

teday that the covarament looked afsar 3.0, districts only,
but I will =211 weou whas happened in mine. A while Bback tha

Fewvarnment took a kracter, and I am not sayinc thav cid anvthinc
WESRG, th2y took a snavmlan Trae myv district and sent it fewn
to the hon. member for Zagle River's discrics {(Mx. Hisceck).

AR. NEAZRY: That is where 21l the snowslows

MR. L. WOODROW: That is right, wes. So vou can
see in my mind there is certainly no distinction
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MR. WOODROW: fouse by whether it is a Liberal or a 2C district,

and I think that is a good thing. No doubt that is the way it should be.

MR. HOLLETT: Is sither one of vour friends out thera
{inaudible) .

MR. WOODROW: -5id either of my friends do what?

MR. HOLLETT: (Inaudible) o;-m of .'.:heir subcontracts.

MR, WOODR&Q: - Well, I have no rich friends like the hon.

member probably has down around Grand 3ank. My friends are iike the

fon. member from Lapoile's, I go along with the humbla. T thirk we have

2 lot in common. o -

PREMIZR PECKFORD: o The toiling maéses.

MR. WOODROW: . Selieve it = the tcil;nq masses, right.

MR. NEARY: Thank you. ) -
MR. WOODROW: Yes, verv coed.

Now, Mr. Speaker, speaking of smowclaaring,
vou know, there is orobably nc other slacs -

MR. HOLLETT: Just wait until the minister comes hack,

ne will let us know.
MR. WCCRDROW: Fine, very gocd.

I do not say, Mr. Speaksr, =here is any other
2lace in che Province where we ¥et more snow than on the Western =nd of
the Province and along up che Northeast Coast and so on. So this vear,

n fact, it was Drobably worse than any other year. It seems to be

B

attin

iy

2 bit worse each vear or so, but I fsel that the goverament has

[+

done what they could. ©DTeople, and T suppose you do not blame them, they
want instant action like the instant Porridge we have once in awhile.

In the old days we used =2 boil the perridge. It would takes about a
half hour to cook it on the stove.

MR. NEARY: The minigter savs that this is the

WOXsST Winter we have had in 25 years. Does the hon. member agrss with

I

aat?
¥2. WOCDROW: Locking back, well, I would =hink thaz it

has been 2 vervy bad Winter,
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MR. NEARY: It is not even the worst Winter we had in the
last ten years, let alone 25 vears, according to the weather office.
They said -

MR. WOODROW: Perhaps not over here on the East Coast,

that is true, you know.

MR. NEARY: Everywhere in Newfoundland, it was all over
Newfoundland.

MR. WOODROW: Yes.

MR. HOLLETT: (Inaudible) hon. member (inaudible).

MR. WOODROW : In any case I feel sure that perhaps the worst

has gone now. We will have to have probably St. Paddy's Brush -

MR. NEARY: {Inaudible) good Tory, boy.
MR. WCODRQW: - I suppose, but I hope the worst has gone and

we have gotten over the hump. That is the main thing.

Mr. Speaker, I said in the beginning that I
am very happy and I say this again, I am vary happy with what took place
in my district since 1972. I would like to say agaln before 1972,
speaking of the North Shore of the Bay of Islands, they had over there
the Ballum Bridge and they had a little road over there, not much road at
all, but in any case, since that time, it is a new North Shore altogether.
There is water and sewer in almost, practically speaking, every
community cver there. I am not saying it is completed, but what I
am saying is that there is a good start on it and I hope that it will

continue, I might say, within the boundaries of reason.

MR. NEARY: Wwhat happened at (inaudible)?

MR. WOODRCW: I beg yvour pardon?

MR. HOLLETT: (Inaudible) government department.

MR. WOODROW: Getting ready for it, evervbody is ready.

My God, after all, look what thevy have? People, in fact, dc not expect
government to give everything for nothing. These people appreciate

water and sewer. I wish we had had it when we were growing up.

MR. AYTLWARD: Back in the Liberal days.
MR. WOODROW: I also, Mr. Speaker, want to bring to the

attention of the hon. Minister of Transportation and Communications

(Mr. Brett) - he is probably listening outside somewhere - that the
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MR. WOODROW: road on both sides of the bay, the road leading
to Lark Harbour and the road leading to Cox's Cove - I am very glad I am
getting the attention of the hon. members, I think I must be touching a
point and I am delighted with it - it is badly in need of recapping,

and I hope that when he sits down with his officials - he probably has

already - well, when he starts
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MR. L. WOODROW: talking about paving and recapping
he will think about the Bay of Islands district.
And also, Mr. Speaker, I am
sure the hon. Minister of Tourism, Recreation and Culture (Mr. R.
Dawe) —I am hoping that this year we will be successful in getting
an ice plant in the arena over at éox's Cove. That is a very =
MR. S. NEARY All you have to do is take the
plant out of Dunphy's fish meal plant at (inaudible) and
put it in the arena.
MR, L. WOODROW: Well, that is a possibility.

Any adviee -

AN HON. MEMBER: That is a red herring.

MR, L. WOODROW: Yes, I know that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. L. WOODROW: Any advice is greatly accepte;i.

Well, I think I know the hon. member -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) green.
MR. L. WOODROW: ’ In any case I hope thatwe will see

thiz a reality because the skating, hockey -~ it is a very popular
hobby, a very popular rink or stadium as the hon. member from Humber
West (Mr. Baird) knows. If he was not over there at least his
children were over there playing hockey and the like. It is very
popular now and,ir’x fact.people from both sides of the bay, at least
from Corner Brook right down to Cox's Cove, they are really using

the ice surface and it certainly is needed, the ice plant

is needed.

AN HON. MEMBER: What is the population there?
MR. L. WOODROW: Roughly speaking you are locking
at - what?
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MR, L. WOODROW: From Hughes Brook, which is in the
bon. Minister of Health's district (Mr. W. House), I suppose you
are looking at maybe 5,000 or 6,000 people. That is the number
but, of course. as I said, it is used by others as well, even by
people as far out as Lark Harbour on the South shore , they come
over there to play hockey and the like.

Now, Mr. Speaker, also in the
field of recreation, plans are under way to put a municipal park
in Cook's Brook, one of the beauty spots in the Bay of Islands.
Already an application has been made to the Department of
Social Services for a community development project. And I hope
if you come - and,in fact, there is a lot of enthusiasm over
this project.alsoc and I hope that when the hon. Minister of
Social services (Mr. T. Hickey) makes his budget up,
when he is considering these projects , these make work or
whatever you want to call them, community development projects,
he will keep this one in mind.

Mr. séeaker, I think I am
going to just about conclude now but I would like to say, Mr.
Speaker, that it is indeed once again a pleasure to be in this
hon. House of Assembly and I think we all realize the importance
of the offshore rights. I thirk this is the most important issue
that this Province ever faced and I hope that when the debate
is finished we will be all of one mind on this very important
issue. But I would like to end up my speech, Mr. Speaker, with

a little saying from =~

AN HON, MEMBER: A prayer.
MR. L, WOODROW: Oh, yes. This is what a former

Newfoundlaader wrote me from Torontc, very simple,but I thought it

was a good way to end up a speech. It is about the flag. He says,
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MR. WOODROW:
"I think now is the right time to come up with a distinctive
symbol for the Island, now that Newfoundland stands so
confidently before the future. With a firm identity and a
bright future, a distinctive flag seems right! So I want
to wish the Committee well also,in their choosing of a flag.
And now, Mr. Speaker, there are other things Ihad to say
but I will leave them. We will be having an opportunity of
speaking in the Budget Speech and I thank hon. members for
their attention.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. member for St. Mary's-

The Capes.

MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

First of all I would like to congratulate the member opposite
on an excellent speech. Sir, he hit on some very good points
and some points that are well taken. We share a lot of your
sentiménts. First of all, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate the mover and the seconder of théAddress

in Reply. I think they did an excellent job. Unfortunately
I was not here, I was away and I could not make it. Before

I start, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that I am very
grateful to the people of St. Mary's-The Capes for the
confidence and the trust they have put in me by electing me

to represent them in this House over the next three or four
years. I am very grateful for that. And I also have to thank
all members on this side of the House for the excellent
response they gave me during the by-election. Without the
excellent speeches and the dedication that Mr. Jamieson showed
towards me, Sir, I would not be here today and to him, Sir,

I am very grateful and I will always remember the things

he did.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

780



March 11, 1980 Tape No. 291 IB-2

MR. HANCOCK: A lot of people, Sir, could

not figure out how I won that by-election which was, I guess,
one of the major upsets in Newfoundland politics. Sir, the
only thing that I can attribute it to is we had the right

candidate and we had the people on this side.

SOME BEON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. HANCOCK: So I think the day is over,

§ir, when you can send a townie out around the bay and get
him elected. I think those days are just about finished.
Sir, I would like to thank the people here who got out. The simple
fact of the matter is that we outhustled the government side
which has almost twice as many members as we have. To each
and every one of you I am very thankful for the job that
you have done.
Basically, the things that I am
going to talk about this afternocn, Mr. Speaker, are the
problems in my district. I realize that government cannoé
solve all of the problems and I think sometimes the people
in the district haée to get more involved in intermnal problems
and figuze out what is wrong and work in conjunction_with one
another to determine what aspects they are geing to take and
what roles they are going to step forward in to overcoming
the problems in their district.
Sir, the fishing industry; I guess
it is not only the main industry it is the only industry that
we have in our district and I would like to dwell on that
for a few minutes if I could. I was pleased with the announcement
by the new Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) .Looking back
over socme of the problems we had with the Fisheries Loan
Board over the years,I wonder was it actually the minister's
fault or was he given too much leeway by the Premier or whatever?

Sir, one of the main problems we have in our district right now
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MR. HANCOCK:

is pertaining to the herring guota. There are fourteen licenses
issued for 650 metric tons of herring to be caught in 5t. Mary's
Say and they are fishing right now. The people are

very upset with the guota system. One boat can go in and
actually catch 600 metric tons of herring if it is lucky

enough and the other twelve licenses are thers it cost them

in the vicinity of $10,000 to $15,000 to prepare for the

herring season, to get ready, to get their boats ready to

go out and catch the herring and they could-end up with

very little or no herring at all, And they are very disturbed
over this matter and they would like government,or work in
conjunction with the govarnment,to set a boat guota. 1f

there are 650 metriec tons and there are ten boats esach boat then,
be allowed to catch in the wicinity of 65 metric tons.

Sir, last Summer 2 very disturbing
thing happened in my district,in particular,where a lot of
people who came to my establishment were using the phone day
afcer day after day trying to get rid of a load of sguid which
Zo them, Sir, was a day's pay, and an honest day's pay and &

hard day's work,and they could not
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MR. D. HANCOCK: get plants anywhere in the district
or outside of the district to lock after the squid that they had
caught that morning or that night. And Sir, that is the same as
taking, ;.f you had a $100 dollar bill in your pocket taking it and
just throwing lt out the window. And here we have a plant in
Admirals Beach' that is approximétely two hundred and fifty feet long
which is only half or a little less than half developed. &and Sir,
it does not cost a heck pf a lot of meney to develop that plant, to
put running water in another section of the plant to tube sgquid
which there is a market for.. I would like to see this in my
district, and other districts ‘ I am sure, around the Province, improved in

the upcoming season.

SQME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
MR. D. HANCOCK: Is there a nurmber of slipways that

have been built in my district with very little consultation between

the fishermen or the fishermen's committee in that area and government

or the contractor, for :that matter, whoever is responsible for putting the
slipways there. Usually a tender is called for a slipway. Just take

Portugal Cove, for example,; on the Southern Shore which is the beginning

of my district. There is a slipway in that community right “how and the
fishermen tell me the only way they can use it is if they.haVe a novercraft or
somethine t6 cet fvem the landwash uo unto the sljruwaew, 1T is very disturbing
Sir, and there has been a heck of a'lot of money used, taxpayers' money. I

might add, our money, the money of everybody here to put that slipway there. T+

is just like taking the money and throwing it out the window.

AN. HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. D. HANCOCKX: Sir,  we have noc other industry, as I stated

earlier,only the fisheries and we have to improve and enlarge, , we
have,. I.quess, over the past few years, grow greatly in the

fishing industry, and rightly so, because that ié all we have. and the
people in my district unlike ,”the member for LaPoile (Mr. Nearv), whe

states that “The Premier and all the members opposite have all their

eggs in the one basket", are not saying that

ne has all his eggs in the one basket pertaining to oil, ~hey are sayving

~
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MR. D. HANCOCK: he has the hen, the roaster and part

of the barn all in the cne basket.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. D. HANCOCK: What disturbs me Sir, is I have been

here since Octcber, we have not dwelt on fi%heries half as much as we
should have dwelt on it. Bverything has been taken up by oil, We have
all been sucked in by oil, God love it, I hope we get it some day.
But we canmot neglect or forget about the fisherges, because that is
the thing that got us where we are today Sir, and if we neglect that
our heritage and our lifestyle goes down the drain along with it.

So, the tourist industry,or I should say

lack of the tourist industry,I am sorry the Minister for Tourism is not

here.
AN HON. MEMBER: He is down here.
MR. D. HANCOCK: He is down here, is he? So we have great

potential in my district for the tourist industry, but there has been
very little or no development. You take the bird sanctuary on the

Cape Shore I am sure, Sir, that if it were developed in a proper man-

ner it could attract thousands or literally hundreds of thousands

- v o

of tourists to my district which would bring revenue not only into

the Province but into my district which I am concerned about mostly
as I am sure all members on this side and the other side of the House
are. We also have the ligﬁthouse in Cape St. Mary's Sir, we have
great salmon rivers that could be developed but are not developed ir
the croper manner. So I would beg the Minister of Tourism to look at
the potential that we have in our district somewhere down the road.

It is hard to get a tourist I know,Sir, to come into a district that
is approximately one-third unpaved and with no restaurant facilities.
If we bring a bus tour, for example, tomorrow to take in the bird
sanctuary on the Cape Shore. first of all,if you tell them they have
to go over a section of approximately forty miles of dirt road that
is enough to turn them off in itself. But then if vou also tell them
they have to pack a lunch,Sir, to go into that district, they will be

very disturbed. There is only cne restaurant in the whole district
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MR. D. EANCOCK: and you have to

travel one hundred and eighty .miles right through the district, come
out of my district and into Placentia to get a bite to eat. That, Sir,

is very disturbing in this day and age. Like I say, government cannot

rectify all the problemsPrivate individuals probably have not been

given enough incentive to start up something that would be a

viable operation and provide a living for them and their famiiy.
Sir, we talk about the ambulance service

in Labrador . There is part of my district that is covered adequataly

by ambulance. You take Trepassey,for example, has twq, St. Vincent's

has two, St. Mary's has two and then you leave St. Mary's and you go

approximately one hundred and twenty miles, one hundred and thirty miles

to Placentia before you come across another ambulance. Last surmer

I was at the scene of, first at the scene I might add,of a fatal accident

that took place in Mount Carmel, in my community and there was one individual

killed and there were seven people in that car. I was there and I got

transportation for some of them, the ones that could be moved to the

clinic in St. Josepi's. But there we;:e four of them or three of them,
I am not sure now, that could not be moved at the time for they had back
injuries or spinal injuries or whatever and we had to wait an hour and
thirty-five minutes before we reached an a.mbulance} LTOM the time the
R.C.M.P were notified until the ambulance arrived at the scene of that

\

accident. This to me Sir, is not good enough. If an accident-
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MR. HANCOCK:
occurred in North Harbour or in Branch we have to wait
for Placentia, we have to wait for Riverhead which would
take them an hour and a half or two hours to get there
especially this time of the year.

Recreation in my area is
another grave concern. We have in some places too much,
as you might say, and I will be the first to admit it.
Take the communities of St. Marv's, Point La Haye North,
and Gaskiers which are in the vicinity of a three or four
mile radius,- There are no less than three soccer fields or
softball diamonds, soccer fields now, they are converting
one of them into a softball diamond. Sir, it is nice to
apply for a Canada Works or a LIP programme or whatever
and put a field in a community but it is also nice to educate
the people to best utilize the facilities that are already
there. There is no need of those three fields there now.
I was on them last Summer during the election and there was
grass on them then about two feet high. Obviously they had
not been used for a number of years and it disturbs me, Sir,
to see the taxpayer% money of this Province go down the drain.
In other areas of the Province there are very little or no
recreation facilities. #e had to fignt like heck this year
to try and get- if not for the election we would not have gotten
it - a grant for the softball diamond in Mount Carmel which
I can assure this hon. House will not be set aside to be used
by cattle or whatever. That field will be nsed at its
uttermost, Sir.

There are a number of outdoor
swimming pools in the area which - in a radius I am talkinea
now,of eight or ten miles, Each of *"~ communities has its

own identity or likes to have jts. own identity but it is also
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MR. HANCOCK:

nice to have something that can be used the whole year
round. Mount Carmel has one and I think. approximately
$135}000 was spent on it, a swimming pool, Sir, and you
could not get your ankles wet there if you tried. AaAnd the
same applies to other sections of the district. It would be
a lot better,in my opinion, Mr. Speaker, if we all put our
heads together and came up with an indoor swimming pool,
something that could be used for the school systems and the
youth of our district and be used the whole year round rather
than just used in the Summer. Qur Summer season could last
two weeks. It has been gravely neglected, Sir.

Some of the smaller problems that
exist in my district, that a lot of members here would not even
be aware of because I was not aware of them until I moved
back there, coming from the South Coast years ago. Then 1
end up back in Mount Carmel some fifteen years later to find
out that we had the same problems that existed on the Séuth
Coast twenty years ago, they have been overcome, some little
problems that people in Conception Bay North, Conception
Bay South would not think of. We have one bank in the district
which is located in Trepassey and you have to go all the way
through the district, 180 miles later or 200 miles later, to
get into Placentia to another bank. That is a disturbing
factor to me, especially when you run out of change on a
Friday evening and it is four o'clock ogp five o'clock and
it costs your twenty dollars to get a guy to go to town to
pick you up $120 worth of change for the weekend. We have
no restaurantsat all. There is one restaurant,again in
Trepassez,which,I guess, population-wise would warrant it,
but there are also other areas of that district that could
support a restaurant. I am not saying that government can
go out and stick a restaurant here or a restaurant there but
they can probably get somebody interested a2anough to set up

a2 restaurant or a little workshop or something next door so
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MR. HANCOCK:
that he can make a living at it. There is no public library,
no theatre, no supermarket. There i1s not one supermarket
in the whole district where you can go in with a cart and
push it around "and come out and get your groceries the
same as you can in many of the other districts around this
Province. No drugstore, We had a drug dispensary on the
Cape Shore which serviced a large area,as I stated yesterday,
and for some reason the government decided to take that out
of it. I do not know if the hon. member for Placentia (Mz.
Patterson) has a share in the drugstore in Placentia and
he has got some influence to get the people to go into
Placentia to buy their drugs. I do not think it is true but
it is something that could happen.

There is no cottage hospital.
There is one RCMP station. No hotels. And you talk about the
poor T.v. reception we are getting on the South Coast. You
should come out to my distrigt and talk to some of the people
who spent literally hundreds of dollars to move an antenna
600 feet up on the cliff to have it blown down with the storm.
They pgt up another one so they could pick up the thinas that we
in other parts of this Province just take for granted. There
is little or no response Vfrom NTV. I have tried since
I have been elected and I have written to the CRTC and I am
waiting for a reply back from them to see what they are going

to do on the matter.

Sir, Canada Works programmes; they

are great programmes, They are badly needed in some areas,
especially in my district,because in the wintertime when
fishing stops we have no other alternative but t° go and
put something in the community that is going to benefit the
community. But, Sir, the thing that distracts me and
disturbs me about the Canada Works Programme is the money

that they pay for the wages that are paid out in Canada

Works.
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MR. D, HANCOCK: A person came to me the other day,
a married man with four children, six of them in the family. He was
working with McNamara here in town and he got laid off for the Winter
months, so naturally, he had to go and register with Manpower to
receive his unemployment. He is taking home $152 a week, if I am not
mistaken, in unemployment. Manpower phoned him just shortly after
Christmas and said he had to go to work in Canada Works. The man is
now taking home $129 a week, trying to maintain a new home and support
four children. So that is little better than slave wages, and I would
like to see the wages impzroved on these Canada Works Programmes. The
Programmes, like you say, are badly needed, very badly needed, but we
also need to look after the people who are working on those pProgrammes.
MR. S. NEARY: The provincial government, by the
way, is partly responsible for that.

MR. D. HANCOCK: It does not surprise me with

wages the way they are.

Sir, pasture lands are another grave
concern to all the people in my district. That is why I presented the
petition today on their behalf from one section, and I have more to come.
They feel that the government has loocked after those pasture lands, they
have kept them up, The cattle has been more than locked after by the time
it comes back to them after two or three months on the pasture lands.
They would not want to see a private individual obtain or look after the
pasture lands because they are afraid the private individual would start
te cut cornmers and if he cut corners and cut dollars their livestock wili
suffer and they will not get a fair return. They realize, Sir, that the
money they are paying is more than reasonable. They should be paying a
bit more and they would be the first to admit it. You cannot put a sheep
ona pasture land for three or four months and expect the government to
operate it at $1.50 a head, I mean, it is a bit ridiculous - I would be the
first to admit that. Charge them $5 or $6, but make sure their livestock
is looked after. Because in my district, in particular, Sir, this is a

great savings to the people concerned.
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MR. D. HANCOCK: Sir, the road conditions in my
district - well, I live in a district which is still approximately
one-third unpaved. And I will give members on the opposite side of the
the Aouse there all the credit, there has been a lot of work done in the last
six or eight years with regard to road work, but, Sir, there is still
a lot that needs to be done. Like I say, I am living in a district
which is still approximately one-third unpaved, and you try to tell
a guy living in Branch that it costs him $300 more every six months or
two months to maintain a vehicle than it does if you were living in
St.John's and he would soon tell you where to go. He realizes that
he has to pay in the vicinity of $1,500 to $2,000 extra every year to
maintain a vehicle going over that section of dirt road.

It was only as early as yesterday
I was talking to a trucker. 'Dick,' he said, 'I am caught between
hell and high water.' He said, 'If I go from Point Lance around, which
is a larger section of pavement than if I come the North Harbour way,
I burn $40 to $50 more in gas.' ‘He said, 'What do I do? Will I take
a chance and go over the dirt section of the r&ad and break a windshield
or lose a tire.' He said, 'What would you do?’

So the people of that area would like
to see the roads upgraded. You take, for example, the communities of
Colinet, Harricott, Little Barasway, Big Barasway, Ship Cove, Path End,Point
La Haye and North Harbour which do not have pavement in their communities.
Thera are not too many communities around this Province which do not have
pavement actually in the communicy, itself. I went over that road last
night, over to North Harbour to attend a meeting of the concerned
citizens in that area who have to send children a distance of forty miles
by return trip to school every morning. I would like to ask hon. members
here how would they feel if they had to get up and get their children ready
seven o'clock in the morning to send them off over a section of twenty miles
of dirt road? I know I would not want to do it with mine, I can assure you
of that. And I am sure hon. members opposite and on this side of the House

would not want to see their children neglected in that way.
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MR. D. HANCOCK: When I first got elected, I said

I was getting so many phone calls I figured it was just the P.C.s
trying to drive me off the head over the road conditions, but then

I put two and tweo together and I said to my wife one day, 'Girl,
there cannot be that many P.C.s in the district so the road problems
really do exist,' and that is virtually what we are up against - no
pavement, no upgrading. And the snow clearing this year, Sir - I am
glad the Minister of Transportation (Mr. C. Brett) is here - has been

utterly ridiculous in my area to say the least.

MR. NEARY: All over.
MR. D. HANCOCK: Sir, we had two pieces of equipment

in Trepassey, a small plough and a grader with two operators, with some
of the worst sections of road from Trepassey to St. Vincent's to

St. Shotts to keep open. You can go through that section of road and
ten minutes later you have to go through it again to open it up, and
here we were with two operators. They are not bionic men, Sir, they
cannot operate twenty-four hours a day. I would not like to see that
happen in the future and I am sure you would not, Sir, if you were living
on that section of road and had to travel over it every day.

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. I would not.
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MR. HANCOCK: Mr. Speaker, I do not know how long I have
been speaking, but my father said to me one time, he said, "Some politicians —

can say in thirty seconds what it takes others thirty minutes to sav",
and I agree with him after listening here. I was listening to an

open-line program the other morning and the calls were pertaining to

1

"What do you think of Mr. Smallwood compared to Mr. Peckford?" This
one caller came on and the comments got around the club and they were
talking about it after that night, but he was saying, "Yes, Sir, we
do need a fighter to lead us into the eighties", this caller calls in.
He said to Mr. Sterrett, "We do need a fighter, Sir. We need a
Mohammed Ali if we can get him", he said, "Sir, we need him, we I £
definitely need him. This Province needs him to lead us into the
eighties. But", he said, "Sir, we also need a Mohammed Ali with a
bit of common sense who can sit down and reason and thrash things out
not only with his fisfs," he said, "but with what is upstairs.”
So sometimes I think the Premier goes a little bit overboard with
going on like this and jumping up and down or whatever. That is only an
attention grabber, Sir, that is not the logical way to go about
getting things.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would just like
to say that the eighties have not started off that bad. Thank God

that the Canadians saw fit to put the Liberals back in government.

Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER: (Butt) The hon. member for Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
MR. ANDREWS: Mr. Speaker, it is a great honour for me

to address this hon. House in my first time of speaking in the House,
and I would like to congratulate the newly elected member for
St. Mary's-The Capes (Mr. Hancock' alsoc in his remarks.

There are three major issues I feel that
were raised in the gracious Speech from the Throne. They are issues
that are certainly going to be very important to Newfoundland and
have been important to Newfoundland in the past; the issue of the
Labrador hydro, which is not being managed properly at the present time;

the Northern cod stocks and the fishery as a whole, which is not being
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MR. ANDREWS: managed properly; and the whole issue of
gas and oil that we have heard so much talk about and I am sure we
will in the future days, but we have good management coming in place
with gas and oil.

My district of Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir, I would
say, Mr. Speaker, can be described as one of the forgotten districts
in Newfoundland also. It is one of the last areas in Newfoundland
where communities are not connected by highways, and boat travel is
the most common means of transport. The situation was eased somewhat
last Fall when the new highway connection was opened to Burgeo from
St. George's, and I am looking forward to the Minister of Transportation
and Communications (Mr. Brett) having that probably paved by the end of
the Spring. There are two distinct regions in Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir.
On the Western end there is the Town of Burgeo and the Town of Ramea
and Francois, Grey River and MacCallum, which are largely fishing
communities, 100 per cent fishing communities. There is almost
100 per cent employment in most of that district, and it comes from
the fisher?. There are two big fish plants, one in Ramea, John Penney
and Sons, and the other in Burgeo. As a matter of fact, that part of
the district is importing workers from other parts of Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir
and other districts throughout Newfoundland. There still exists the
problem of transportation, of course. The residents of Ramea, in
particular, are all working. They are all taxpavers, Mr. Speaker.
They are a little bit disturbed about the fact that the rocad throughout
the town is in a very deplorable condition and, as a matter of fact,
there is no material left on the Island to even repair the road and
repair the potholes in it. Similar problems with roads, if you could
describe them as roads, that you could have around communities like
Francois and Grey River,where it is hardly wide enough to even build
a road, I think that scmething should bé done as soon as possible
in those communities.

"he whole business of transportation is
a very serious ones The CNR coastal boat service has improved
somewhat in the Summer months, but the Winter months present a verv

serious situation.
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MR. H. ANDREWS: coastal boats at this time

=

of the year are often storm-bound at least two or three
days at a time, sometimes longer, and it is difficult to
fly in any kind of fixed winag aircraft or helicopter. These
are difficulties that can be cvercome, I believe, with
modern technology and a better boat service.

I would like to talk about the
problems that the fishermen have on the Southwest Coast.
There is need now in the trawler Plants for trawler revlace-
ments and that will have to come very soon. There is a need
for a large influx of federal and provincial government
money there. The inshore fishermen have probably the worst
fishing facilities in anv part of Newfoundland, I would say,
and in many cases some of the worst fishing boats. I know
of a man who is fishing today out of Ramea in an open motor
dorv and I think that goes back, Mr. Speaker, into the last
generation.

The transporization problem, as I just

referred to, Mr. Speaker - We must continue to improve
transportation methods and in this regard I would like to
compliment the government on calling tenders for a new car

ferry to serve the people of Ramea connecting them to Gray

River and to Burgeo. And the people in those communities

are looking forward to having access to the new Burgeo Highway.

In the Eastern section of my
district, Mr. Speaker, we have St. Alban's, Milltown, the
Head of the Bay, Morrisville, and Conne River. But I thirk
here we have even a larger problem, and it is a problem that
afifects many places in Newfoundland as in Atlantic Canada,
and that is unesmployment. The main resource here is the
forest industry. We have two sawmills struggling. and thew
are struggling with small timber which is a natural handicap

in this Province. They are struggling with the poor timber
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MR. H. ANDREWS: that is sparsely spaced and

the cost of transportation to the mills is a very high one.
They are also struggling now with the spruce budworm and
the possibility that,down the road somewhere, the forest
industry in Bay D'Espoir may have to close, God forbid it,
Mr. Speaker, but it is a possibility. On this point I must
say that I am in total agreement with the government's
decision not to spray for the spruce budworm,at least this
year,until we have more information. It is a very serious
thing and we must have more information before we move on
this matter. This, of course,will be debated in the House at
a later date.

There is a vessel construction

business in Burgeo - Bay D'Espoir District, mainly in Bay D'

(0]

spoir and, of course;like many of the boat yards is having

some difficulty, But 1 wi1i say- this, that some of the best
boats in Newfoundland and Labrador are built right in Bay D'
Espoir. And on this point, I think,I have been talking with

a lot of boat builders and this is a2 poroblem that affects
everyvbody because it does not matter how good cor vibrant 4
fishing esconomy you have, there are going to be periods whers
boat building is going to be slack. I would encourage the

boat builders of Newfoundland to look at other things besides
fishing boats. There is a great notential market throughout
Canada and Eastern United States and even in Europe for wooden
pleasure boats . And I know our beocat builders can build them
and they can build them well and this might be scrething that
could take the slack periocds when, for a number of reasons,
there are not enough orders available or not enough monev to

go around to build them. On another scene Bay D'Espoir, the
economy of Bay D'Esvoir has been buoyed un over the years by
hyvdro development and now in moye recent ?ears and years to come

by the Upper Salmon project. This power, of course, is needed
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R. H. ANDREWS: by Newfoundlanders and there

is no doubt about that, but I am very concerned about thea
environment as is sveryone in this House. Theres 15 a
delegation from the Conne River area here this afternocon in
the House and I assure them I will do my best to support

them in their desires to protact the environment.

The hon. member from S5t. Mary's -

The Capes (Mr. Hancock) scoke on the problem of television

and that is a very serious problem for the people who live

down there. It is okay for those of us who have cable tele-
vision, we can have three, or four or five channels. It is
okay if vou live in an area where thers is two. I have written

the CRTC also, Mr. Speaker, I have vet to receive a reply
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MR. H. ANDREWS : and on that case I do not think
the CRTC is fulfilling its function. If members of this hon.
House of Assembly communicate with that federal agency they should
at least expect the courtesy of a reply. And I will write them
again,possibly tomorrow.

Gas and oil, Mr. Speaker; I am
not the first one to séeak on the subject and I am sure I will not
be the last but I would like to pick up on this whole issue of
what is called confrontation. I think that confrontation can work
and I do not think that anybody living in any society today can
survive without some form of confrontation in their private lives
or their business lives or in their political lives - certainly
in politics. I look back over our history in the past thirty
years and there have beenr periods of a lot of confrontation,
periods where the ex-Premier of Newfoundland, one removed, fought
with Ottawa for our benefits. You may not have agreed with him
but he did receive some benefits for us over the years. A time
when:there was confrontation over the Upper Churchill development
with the Province of Quebec, there was confrontation with Quebec,
there was confrontation with Con-Ed, there was concession to
Quebec and then there was a con job and we lost. But over the
years we, I think, gained confidence and then we had confrontation
again. And hopefully that confrontation or the present one
with Aydro Quebec and with the Province of Quebec hopefully
will lead to concession from Quebec. And there were indications
in this past week that Premier Levesque is willing to talk on the
subject. That is a move that we got from confrontation. So
confrontation does work. If we are geing to be the nice quys
there is no hope for Newfoundland in the future, Mr. Speaker.

We have to become prosperous and we have to take a stand on these
issues,

The same principle applies, I
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MR. H. ANDREWS: think, with our fishery. what

we are asking for in the Northern cod is only something that we
already own so if we have to confront somebody who is going to
steal from us or take from us in whatever manner, we have to
confront them and we have to say, "This is wrong, we do not agree
with that." 2and this is what we are doing with the Northern cod.
I am sure the Nova Scotians would not be too happy if we decided
here in Newfoundland to cutfit a half a dozen scallop draggers
and go up off George's Bank and start catching scallops in their
traditional fishing grounds. I do not think we should ;nd I am

sure they would not be too happy about it.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. H. ANDREWS: So if they can - not scallops

on George's Bank. We have no continuity of traditional scallop
fishing on George’s Bank in any quantity.

Mr., Speaker, there are some
grey areas, I believe, in the Cabot Strait and the gulf area
around Cape Breton, the Southwest coast where Nova Scotia did
have traditional fishing rights and we are not arguing those
issues. But we must not permit the fishing policy of Newfoundland
to be designed in Halifax or in Fredericton or in Quebec City,
and if Ottawa is ever thinking about other major changes we
must be consulted and permitted major input in these decisions.

on the fishing industry, I
would like to make a few comments, Mr. Speaker, about this year's
outlook., My understanding from people in the industry is that
the market outlook is not good for a lot of frozen preducts, that
the prices are soft, that the markets are soft. We certainly
must diversify in our product development. And on this point
I think we have to go back in history a little ways. The cod-
fish market is very soft,the cod block market is about a dollar
a pound right now and it has remained at that level for the past

three or four years, fluctuating a nickel or two either way.
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MR. H. ANDREWS: But the market for salt fish is tremendous.
As a matter of fact,the traditional markets of Spain, Portugal, Italy,
and now in South America, and in the United States itself can not
obtain enough salt codfish. The Canadian Salt Fish Corporaticon

came on the scene about, I would imagine now about a dozen years

ago, fourteen years maybe to overcome the difficulties of marketing
and quality control in the salt fish industry. And from my point

of view, Mr., Speaker, they have failed.
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MR. ANDREWS: The Canadian Salt Fish Corporation has failed
to improve quality, it has failed to improve production, and I think
the time is now for us to seriously consider whether we need the Canadian
Salt Fish Corporation in Newfoundland and throw it open to private
industry once again.

Mr. Speaker, there are many things I would
like to talk about, particularly in the realm of the fishery which has
been a pet of mine for some years. I will be debating these at a later
date and I guess the House will on my private member's bill, but
offshore gas and oil certainly appears to be commercial now, and I
think we have two basic routes that we can go as a Province. One is
to say that it is a national resource, a Canadian national resource,
but the other is to say that, as Newfoundland is a part of Canada, it is

a Newfoundland resource and a Canadian resource through that route.

That is the route I think that this House should follow and -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) .
MR. ANDREWS: . Pardon? VYes, well I am agreeing with you.

If we all agree that we need management control, we also agree that

we need ownership, that we should fight as a House for ownership, that
we should present our case without any doubts that we have ownership.
Unless we do that, we cannot have management control. There is no
question of talking about regulations or control or management of that
resource. The same applies to our Northern cod stocks. Once again,
we are not asking for something that we do not own. Without a position
on Northern cod the resource would just vanish before us, and the same
with the gas and oil off our coast. We have seen this happen so many
times in our history, Mr. Speaker, with the Labrador hydro, with the
forest industry, a century ago with our miprerals in Labrador, and with
other industries and resources that we have attempted to establish and
develop here. We did not take a firm stand in many cases. We should
have. It has been too late in some cases. Hopefully, we can recover
our losses in the years ahead. Ownership gives us the position of
strength that makes management control so much easier, and this is not

going to be an easy job that we have ahead.
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MR. ANDREWS: The fishery has to be protected, Mr. Speaker,

and who better to do it than Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. These

jobs must be protected. we must do it and we must extract the greatest
royalties possible and not let somebody else decide how rich or how poor we

are going to be for the next 20, 30, 40 or 50 years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. ANDREWS : Mr. Speaker, that is about all the remarks I

have for my first presentation to this hon. House. Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: (Butt) The hon. member from St. Barbe.
MR. BENNETT: First of all, I would like to congratulate the

mover and seconder of the gracious Speech from the Throne and welcome
the new member for Burgeo—Rav d'Espoir (Mr. Andrews).

It was not very long ago, just a few years,
probably five or six or seven or eight years ago, that I heard the then
President of the Newfoundland Board of Trade suggest that we had
too manv neople on the Island of Newfoundland. Some of you mav remember and
there was a suggestion at the time that probably 125,000 should move off
the Island. It kind of disturbed me, and I went to the news media, to
the airways, and I suggested at that time that if, indeed, we do have
125,000 too many on the Avalon or elsewhere in Newfoundland, other than
the Northern Peninsula where I have grown up, lived and made a livelihood
and 2 good one, Mr. Spesker, if, indeed, we have too many people on the
rest of the Province, on tke Tsland part, probably they shcoculd move up
te the Northern Peninsula and be turned loose from government regulation,
red tape and all the rest of the things that stymie people's movements
to make a livelihood. If these people, Mr. Speaker, could not make a

living and develop
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MR. BENNETT:

the resource that we have in that Island part of the Provincq
which is the access to Labrador which is becoming so wealthy
in its own right, if indeed these people could not make a
living we should cut that off and let a bunch of people

from Japan or China or some other foreign csuntry come 1in

and develop probably to the extent of a million people and
they would make a living there. I feel they would at least.

I think they would make a living. I think they would develop
the resource that we have in that part of the Province and
they would support an awful lot more people than even we have
on the whole Island and Labrador Province because we do have
the resource. We have the resource, Mr. Speaker, without -

and it is great to live in anticipation of o0il offshore mind
you - but I feel that we have the resource, Mr. Speaker, even
without offshore oil or even onshore oil which we have
samplings of on the Northern Peninsula in the Parson's Pond-
St. Paul's area. dnd I understand up around Port au Port

we have samplings of oil. We have seen great changes.mind
you/in the last twenty-five years. but twenty-five yvears ago,
if I remember correctly and I think I do, twenty-five years ago
unemployment was unheard of on the Ncrthern Peninsula, unemployment
was unheard of. A man could pick up his bucksaw, his chainsaw
and go in the woods and chop trees to make a living and a good
one. He could hop into his motorboat and go fishing. He

was a free man. He could go fishing. He could acgquire a piece
of land and grow vegetables to supplement his income from the
trees and from the fishery. All of this way of living seems
to have disappeared and I am inclined to feel a lot of it

has disappeared because of the regulations brought about by
various levels of government,not only provincial mind vyou,

it is a federal as well as a provincial regulation. It seems
to slow down the ongoing development and the opportunity to

make a living on a rock. We like to refer to it as a rock but
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MR. BENNETT:

when we do we must remember that it is riech and very, very
rich.In many, many things it is rich. The Gulf of St. Lawrenca,
over towards the Labrador shore,all of you must be familiar
with the geography I guess, The Gulf of St. Lawrence in itself
is a fish pool and is loaded with just about every species
that you could mention from a whale to a prickleback. It
is a fish basket of the Northern part of the Atlantic that
we live on the border of.

The Speech from the Throne
is suggesting,or the Premier is suggesting that we need a
White Paper again on the fishery. I am not knocking the
suggestion that we should have a White Paper on the fishery
again but I think everybody knows that we have fish. I know
that we have fish and I think everybody in this hon. House,
Mr. Speaker, 1s aware that we have fish, number one. I think
they are also aware that we have numerous specie;; halibut,
mackerel, caplin, lobster, all the valuable cones, shrimp.
We Jjust seem to have every species of fish. Wildlife on
the land and fish and seals, we seem to have it all and
still we have unemployment. I do not think for one minuts
it is entirely the fault of those people who are unemployed.
I think there has got to be something wrong with the svstem
somewhere along the way. There is something wrong with the
systeam. We have a2 healthy,ambitious, energetic and educated
group of young people coming on stream in this Province and
they are leaving like flies 2nd going out to Fort McMurray
and out to other parts of mainland Canada to become
employed, to make bread and butter to send back to their
families. In all of the Province, not only on the Northern
Peninsula, all over the Province they seem to have left. In
one little town like Trout River in Bonne Bay, one little
town alone this year there have been about seventy people

who have left and gone out to
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MR. T. BENNETT: the mainland while the fish are
biting at our shores. And we have Bonne Bay, one of the most beautiful
bays that you would ever find around the Province, and indeed, anywhere
in North America for that matter, with all kinds of fish. I was catching
them myself through the ice ~ codfish - a few Sundays ago, codfish in
there now this time of year. These codfish will move out, mind you, and
they will be swept away by the draggers and they will not be processed in
that area and provide employment for the pecple whe pay the taxes in that
area to this government and help to pay the wage structure of those who
administer.

I think that we need to take a real
hard, hard look at what we have at our disposal as we go along the road
to develop oil, minerals, hydro. We seem to be carried away, Mr. Speaker,
We seem to be on a trip on the oil hike. Well, okay, it is good. I am
glad that we are aspiring to make this Province a 'have' Province. 3But let
us not get carried away to the extent that we overlock everything including
the pecple today who have to live on gocial welfare because they do not have
employment. And they do not have employment in the area I represent,
Mr. Speaker. Yes, Mr. Speaker, we need it at this time - I am not quite
convinced that we have it, but we certainly do need an active government
more than we ever needed it, in my opinion, because of the regulation and
because of the more sophisticated way of life that cur people have been led
into down through the years. We are not anymore -~ some towns still have to
use water buckets, mind you, but we have been led into a more sophisticated
way of life and it takes more money to go around. It takes many more dollars
to go around and build the kinds of homes that people today want to own after
having travelled outside of the isolation that they endured, travelled outside
and seen what their neighbours in mainland Canada have had down through the
Years, a good number of years. Our peocple now are aspiring to have better
homes. and they are ambitious. Let us not condemn them for it. They are
ambitious, and we have the resource and we need to turn it on. And we need
a government that takes a laoock at the resource that we have at our disposal

and 90 to work and develop it.
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MR. T. BENNETT: I believe that ten years ago we
could buy a barrel of oil over in the Middle East for $2.50 - I stand

to be corrected - $2.50 a barrel.

AN HON. MEMBER: When I was over there, one dollar.
MR. T. BENNETT: One dollar a barrel - I have been

corrected. Okay, well, we will still hold on to the $2,50. Fish was

1.5 cents or 2.5 cents or 3 cents a pound; consequently, we were in no
position to develop offshore oil or even oil on our shores because we
could buy it at that time for a lot less money than it was costing to
explore and go after it. We did not need to. As long as the other man

on the other side of the world provided us with oil at $2.50 a barrel,

we were better off to buy and use and let his resources run out and we
would hold on to our own. It might sound a little mean and selfish

but that is a fact of life. I hope the price of oil does not go back

down to $2.350 in the next ten years because all of the countries around
the world seem to be aspiring to getting away from the use of oil.

Even I, myself, think in terms of putting up a wind charger or some source
of energy so that I can get away from the high cost of hydre and the high
cost of furnace oil in my home. I am looking at the possibility of getting
away, because it is hurting to heat a home today by electricity. Wherever
you go around the Province, you see people going out to cut trees to make
fires in their homes to cut down on the cost of heating.

I think that we need to most certainly
take a look at what is on the horizon. Sometimes, you know, we can learn
from past experiences and latch them on for future lessons, if you will.
Because we did pay a lot less money for oil at one time, and with every
country in the world aspiring today to £ind oil, every country that has

any chanee at all
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MR. BENNETT: z
and if they are not aspiring to find oil they are most certainly
aspiring to find an alternate source which could be wind, solar,
just tides, anything and everything. So while it is great that
we should think in terms of having such a lucrative find of

0il on our doorstep, while it is great, I just hope that

we can soon start taking advantage of it. So like so many
people have said in the past we have become a have Province ==
but I would r;ther continue my trend of thought and say, 'Let

us be a have country', because we were a little tiny Province

e

for so many years,and I remember some of those years,when our
people could not afford to buy a jigger and a jigger line to .
g0 fishing but today those very same families, the offspring,
at least,can afford today to get with aid of governments, mind
you, both levels, can afford to get into $500,000 fishing vessels
to go after the fish that we have on our shores.

I have seen too many of our
young people leave the Province and go out in search of jobs
on the mainland.. A few years ago there was a great emphasis
Placed on the brain drain. The governmeht was educating our
young people with the establishment of better universities and
trade schcols and high schools and there was a great emphasis
then being placed-or concern, I should say, for the brain drain
that we were experiencing,and we are still experiencing it more
than ever before. I feel that we are today experiencing the
brain draim more than evar before and it is not only the brain
drain,it is the brawn drain as well. Men and women are going %
out to the mainland where they can make a2 decent wage  and where
they cannot make a living at all in Newfoundland, because of the
tie up of cur resource and because of the regulation. They are
not able to make a decent living on the Island, in the Province,
and they Have to go out to make a living , %o support their

families and a lot of them never come back because they find

708



March 11, 1980 Tape No. 301 IB-2

MR. BENNETT:

greener pastures. Some of them will come back, many will,

but I am very much afraid it is the ones who are the most
ambitious, I am concerned in case it is the least ambitious

who continue to come back and the ones who are the most
ambitious, the better qualified, they reach such a level

of earnings with our competitors on the mainland in business,
with the competitors that we have in the ©il and other resource,
the better qualified and the better equipped menand women

stay on the mainland and Newfoundland suffers again.

I feel that we need in the
district that I represent,and indeed probably around the
Province, many, many more facilities, much more facilities and
more emphasis placed on the resource that we have at ouxr
disposal at this time. Aand it seems to me that the most
lucrative one at this time is the fishery,without a question.
Although in the district of St. Barbe on the Northern Peninsula
we do have lucrative mining going on, we do have lucrative
forestry, we do have arable land, we have lots of fish, wé
have a reasonably good tourist potential and still we have
the highest rate of unemployment and it seems we nave the
highest rate of unemployment in Newfoundland; not only across
Canada. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me a total surplus, a very
grave surplus of fish being dumped or at least directed toward
the existing fish plants that we have like in Port aux Choix
and St. Anthony. We have not got fish plants in the area
North of the Bay of Islands that can accommodate or take
care of, or a process, whatever yocu would, that can take care
of the fish that we have at our disposal, that we can catch
and bring to the shores. Many times duriag the Summer ,Port
au Choix plant-and it is a good one, it has quite a payroll
that comes into Port au Choix. It is probably second to none
in the Province for its sime - many times during the Summer

the overflow of fish has got to be taken away from Port au
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Choix and carried out to another area like St.

IB-3

Anthony orx

even up to Port aux Basques. Right now the fish

(T 1]



March 11, 1980 Tape No. 302 GH-1

MR. BENNETT: plant is in operation with fish that is

being hauled down from Port aux Basques because cur fishermen cannot
fish in that area at the moment because of the ice conditions. I feel
myself there is certainly room for expansion in the processing of the
fish that we catch. From time to time, Mr. Speaker, we find ambitious,
energetic young men in the Province,and I can put my finger on quite a
few of them over in the district of $t. Barbe right now, voung men who
want to get into the fishery and they find it very, very difficult.

I am ﬁhinking in terms of the processing at this moment. 0f course,
there are lots of others who want to get into the boats to catch the
fish that we have. When we find, Mr. Speaker, men of that calibre and
that desire and that ambition, I think we should nurture them. I think
we should chase after them, Mr. Speaker. I think the Minister of
Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) should have the names of these men, and he
should drag them into St. John's, if need be, and find out what they
have on their minds, because they know, they know what they want to do.
Basically all they want to do is make a living and in making a living
they contribute to the livelihood of dozens of others around them.
When‘they are kept down, because of the lack of three-phase power or
because of the lack of ten miles of bad, terrible road, some little spur
branch, I would like the various departments in government to put their
heads together - not too hard, mind you - but I wish that they could
put their heads together and pick an area like the district that I
represent, to zero in on it, zero in on an area that has the potential.
I am sure that the hon. gentlemen across from me must be aware of the
potential all around the Province. I am not sure that they are aware
of the potential that we have in the Gulf and up the Northern Peninsula,
from Bonne Bay North. I guess most of the hon. gentlemen have travelled
up there. We have a lot of resource. We have a lot of men aspiring

to develop that resource. We have at this moment companies whe want

to get in- and I understand there is one that has already done work up
in the St. Barbe area - to go in and get deeper into the fishery. I
know there are little conflicting views between the federal and the

provincial authoritiss. Mr. Speaker, I would like for our men in

/789



March 11, 1980 Tape No. 302 GH=2

MR. BENNETT: aunthority to stop crying over spilt milk.

I would like that we should stop condemning the past completely. We
have to look back; we have to reflect and not make the same mistake
over and over, but I would most certainly like to see a government that
would aspire to developing the things that we have not got developed
at this time. T would like to see them go after Lower Churchill
instead of condemning the other part of the Churchill development,

the Upper Churchill, instead of continually - the breath that we

waste on condemning the performance of past administrators could be
used, in my opinion, in future develooment or development for this
days that we need money for our bread and butter issues. We have in
this hon. House, Mr. Speaker, 32 men, 52 hon.gentleman - ladies and
gentlemen,I should say - we have 52 hon. members with a great obligation
to the people of this Province. We have 3 grand people, we have a
great people, ambitious, energetic,and we have the resource, and I
think all we need is just to go out and go to work at it, go to work.
Wnen we find pecople who are ambitious and energetic %o develop,

I think we should make sure that they have land at their disgesal,
numker one. We should make sure that they have a way to get into the
fishing boat. We should not be tying them down with red tape. Not

evervbody in the Province finds it easy to make a livelihood, not

o o

everybody. When we become oil-rich,and we have become rich regardless
of oil, at this time I would like, and ss we go into the budget

that is, hopefully, going fo be presenced, I would like to
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especially the Minister of Social Services

suggest to the hon.
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ministers,

(Mr. Hickey),

others as well,mind you, but a few days ago I had a call

from a couple, elderly people,

$335 a month old age pension,

The gentleman was getting

federal pension,mind vou,

they are now in the twilight years of their life and theay

are finding it very very rough, very tough to survive.

They have one voung man at home unemploved.

me a breax down,and if you could
to reveal the figures that I
bill of $250 a month, water rate
forty dollars,
and heat, fifty dollars, total of

the old age pension of $335,

supplement comes in there somewhere,but the ladv of

is I think fifty-one so she would not qualify.

qualify for any supplement vet.

they cannot even buy decent food

have in

telephone, twenty dollars,

So they gave
bear with me I would like
front of me: grocery
of eight dollars, light,

church, ten dollars
$37¢

“o be paid for from

I am not sure if there is a

the
She
They had nothing leftover,

to support thersslwra2s on

’

house

wwould not

that kird of monev.

MR. HANCOCK: They cannot even hea“ the house.
AN HON. MEMBER: I cannot see how %thev can heat
the house on £ifty collars.

“AR. T. BENMNETT: They cannot heat their hous=z.

done a little bit of

just about

research since I

the average that a social recicient

have

be in the order of $2.50 -32.40 a dav a person

AN HON. MEMBER: Cne dollar and seventv-nine.
MR. T. BENNETT: One dollar and seventy-nine is
average. Okay,I am very generous to suggest two dollars and
forty. But even it is two dollars and fiftyv, Yr. Speaker,i
still a meager amount to expect a overson to zurvive on. Th

781
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House of Assembly,and it seems to me that the average,or
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MR. T. SENMETT: lady who called me said, "Mr.

Sennett, is thsre any way that the Social Services can hels
us? 1Is there any way?" She said, "We cannct buy a guart of
paint, I cannot buy cleaning fluid to clean my home. There
is absclutaly no social life for us, absolutely. I cannot

buy new linems for my beds -

MR. NEARY: SBut we are going to have a new
flag!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Orcder, please!

MR, T. BENNETT: - just cannot de¢ it. $So I

hope the ¥inister of Social Services (Mr. Hickey) in his
wisdom most certainly takes a look at some of the discra-
pancies that we have. Now, when we find ourselwves rich, as
nopefully we become a little more prosperous than we are at
the moment con the overall picture, but when we do I Zope we
de not hurt these peopls mors than we hurt them today.These

people cannast afiford to pay one dollar and «fifcy cents for a

gallon of Zfurnace oil.They are paying now cver there.This lady

tells me she is paving eightv-nine cents a gzllen Ffurnace oi'l.

2ut with the cost of everything else escalating, that family

]
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will hawe to pav one dellar and fifty cantss
dollars and fifty cents for heating oils and thav just canne

afford to co it.On tecp of all this, and the thing that orems

this call was the fsar of kavine zax inflictad on their pranes
in a small community anéd these paools ware paralvsad. "Whas
we going to do, Mr. Bennett?Will we lose cur homes?" Thase a2

people in the twilicght vears of their lifs, ¥Mr.Speaker, who
ceserve mora.

SOMT HON. XEMBERS: Year, hear!

MR. NEARY: But they are going to give them & naw flag.

I know the old age peEnsion is

]
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that.I would hepe our Pro

to supplement these necple's

182



March 11, 1230 Tape No. 303 MB - 3

MR. T. BENNETT: incomes to make life more

it

bearable. Mr. Speaker, while the crass is e¢rowing, ls
us not let our peoble SLAYVE pecause to ma we are reaching
that stage at this time. At this time we are reaching that
stage, Mr. Speaksr, whers people are finding it very very
difficult while we fight in this House of Assembly over who
owns the oil and what the price of 0il should Ha up in

Ottawa, being fought over up there,our peopls down here, gutside
of §t. John's -I am not sure how they manage in St. John's:
they might be verv well cared for in St. John's=- but in the
outports I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, all arouné the

Province, peoole need,thev need -

SOME EON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!
MA. SPEAXER: (fimms) Crder, please:
MR. T, BENMNETT: - that our dspartments in government

should taxe another look and hefgre I taka na would likg

right now,
N -

e Wi
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MR. T. BENNETT: the hon. the Minister of Lands and
Forests (Mr. C. Power) and the hon. the Minister of Fisheries
(Mr. J. Morgan), not here at the moment, the hon. the Minister of
Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development (Mr. J. Goudie) and the
hon. the Minister of Tourism (Mr. R. Dawe), now these are the cnes
whom I would really like to see take a real hazd look. We need the
hon. the Minister of Transportation (Mr. C. Brett) and all the rest of
the ministers - we need them all. Bacause we need our transportation
upgraded in the rural areas. But, Mr. Speaker, these seem to me to be
the key people whom we need to take a look at the area that has so
much resource as we have that we seem to be leaving - well, like I am
saying, while the grass is growing the horse is starving. And these
hon. gentlemen, I wish that they would take a real hard look, especially
at an area that has as much to offer as the district I represent.
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. the Minister of Rural,

Agricultural and Northern Development.
MR. J. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, I wish to move the

adjournment of the debate.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the President of the Council.
MR, W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I move that the House at

its rising do adjourn until tomorrow, Wednesday -

PREMIER PECKFORD: Private Member's Day.

MR. W. MARSHALL: -Private Member's Day tomorrow - at
3:00 P.M. and that this House do now adjourn.
Cn motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow, Wednesday, March 12, 1980 at 3:00 P.M.
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