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The Eouse met at 3:00 2.M.
Mr. Sgeaker in the Chaix.

MR. SPEAXER (Simms): trder, please! Could I have the

attention of hon. members? I have a2 number of matters which T
would like to raise. 7Tirst of all, I am crepared to make a ruling
on the point of privilege raised by the hon. member for the Strait
of Belle Isle (Mr. Poberts), but seeing anothsr member involved is
not in attendance at this particular moment I will cive that a
little later on.

I have received a communication which
I nave kbeen asked to pass along to members of the House of Assembly.
It is addressed, "Dear Mr. Speakar, I would ke very pleased if you
would extend mv thanks and gratitude.throuch the House of Assembly,
to the hon. Charles Powsr, and the other members of the search party
who were instrumental in saving my life and the life of mv brother-
in-law, Thomas Mahoney. Were it not for the oerseverance and
strength of Mr. Power and the others our lives would certainly have
bean lost as the RCMP officer in charge was reluctant to permit znvene
to becgin searching at the time because of weather. These couraceous
individuals chose to begin on their own and despite extremely

adverse conditions were successful." And I have ar outline of the story

which I will table for anv hon. member who wishes to read it.

SOME HON., MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. members will also recall that during

vesterdav's sittinc a matter of concern was raissd relative to
Question Periocd. The matter of procedure during Question Teriod,
and the framing of cuestions, and I might add answers to questions,
have come up on a number of occasions since I have been Speaker. As
well I note from Hansard that the matter received a fair amount of

attention during thas tenure of the last Speaker of this Hcouse.
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¥}, SPEAKER (Simms): First of all I shall cuote frem the

Standing Orders. tanding crders 31(c) "In putting anv cral
questions, no zrgument or opinion is to be offered nor any Zfacts
tated excect so far as mav be necessary to axplain the same; and
in answering anv such guestion, the Minister is not to debate the
matter to which it refers.

"(d) orzl cuestions must not be prefaced
by the rsading of letters, telecrams, newspaper extracts or pre-
ambles of any king.

"{e) A Minister mayv in his discretien
decline to answer any guestion.

"fg) B Member who is not satisfied with
the resronse to an oral cuestion mav give notice that he intends to
raise the subject matter of his cuestiocn on the adjournment of the
House., "

I would 2lso refer non. members to Daces
12¢ to 134 of Seauchesne and I guote specifically, saragrsph 358,

"Tn 1964, the Special Committee on
Srocedurs recommendsd the following cuidelines, which wers subseguently
concurred in by the House, to be used by Members in asking or
answering orzl questions:

(1) Such cuestions shoulé:

{a) be asked onlv in respect of matters
of sufficient urgency and importance as to reguire an immediate answer;

{b) not incuire whether statements made
in a newspaper are correct;

(c) not reguire an answer involving a
legal opinion;

{d) not be asked in respect of a matter
that is sub-judice;

(e) may not b= of a nature
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MR. SPEAKER(Simms) :

requiring a lengthy and detailad answer; and (f) not
raise a matter of policy too large to be dealt with as
an answer to a gquestion.

(2) Answers to
guestions should be as brief as possible, should deal
with the matters raised, and shculd not provoke debate.

Paragraph 359, which
reads in part: " (1) It must be a question, not an
expression of an opinion, representation, argumentation,
nor debate.

"(2) The question must be brief. A
preamble need not exceed one carefully drawn sentence.
A long preamble on a long guestion takes an unfair share
of time and provokes the same sort of reply. A
supplementary question should need no preamble.

"(8) A guestion that has previously been
answered ought not to be asked again.”

Paragraph 363: 'A
Minister may decline to answer a guestion withcut stating
the reascn for his refusal, and insistence on an asnwer
is out of order, with no debate being allowed. A refusal
to answer cannot be raised as a question of privilege,
nor is it regular to comment upon such a refusal. A
Member may put a question but has no right to insist upon
an answer.'

Paragraph 371: "Although
there may be no debate on an answer, further guestions, as
may be necessary for the elucidation of the answers that
have been given, within due limits, may be addressed to
a Minister. The extent to which supplementary questions
may be asked is in the discretion of the Speaker.'

As I have stated, I

have on numerous occasions made the ruling that both
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MR. SPEAKER(Simms) : guestions as well as

answers should be brief, to the point, and that guestions
should ccntain very little preamble and that answers
should not give rise to debate.

Hon. members will
realize, I hope, that I have attempted to be fair and
flexible at the same time. I have no desire to
continuously interrupt members on a regular basis.

The final comment T
would like to make is that while I have an obligatien
to quote and enforce the rules as they relate to
Question Period, hon. members,too, I believe, have an
obligaticn to adhere to those rules.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPERKER: I refer to the
ruling I mentioned a few moments ago, which I am now
prepared to give. Hon. members will recall that

during yesterday's sitting,the hon. member for the
Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) raised a qguestion of
privilege on which I reserved a decision. I am now in
a position to give a ruling.

The matter pertained
to remarks made by the hon. the Minister of Mines and
Energy (Mr. Barry). First I would like to point out
that I give this decision under the general framework
of order rather than privilege, understanding that the
gist of the submission of the hon. the member for the
Strait of Belle Isle to be his allegation of imputing
motives by the hon. minister.

I do not believe it
is necessary for me to repeat those remarks, as they
are contained in Hansard which is available for anyone
who wishes to see them. In reading over that particular

section I find myself in a somewhat difficult position
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MR. SPEAKER({Simms): in the literal

understanding of the words. In the overall context,
which I have to consider, I find the remarks to be

somewhat ambiguous.
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MR.SPEAKER (Simms) . They are, I believe capable of
being interpreted as unparliamentsry but they are also capable
of being interpreted as not being unparliamentary. So given
the ambiguous nature of the commernts what I will do is call

on the hon. Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr.Barry) to clarify
his position in informing the House and I would like to ask
him to state to the House that it was not his intention to
impute motives and I think that will dispose of the matter.

MR. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, if I could remember
what I said I would ciarifv it but of course I had no intentiocn
whatsocever of imputing motives. T am sure that if I go back

to Hansard and look at it,it will be obvious what my intent
was but at the present time I will say that obviously tnere
was no intent to impute motives amnd if there was any such
impression in the ambiguous words there, Mr. Speaker,

they are completely withdrawn, unegquivccally withdrawn.
MPR.SPEAKER: I thank the hon. minister and

I think that will dispose of the matter.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour

and Manpower.

MR.DINN: Mr. 3peaker, we have had some
reports in the press of late,and =very once a month Statistics
Ccanada and the typewriter at Central Statistics here in
Newfoundland gets a nervous brezkiown and starts spewing out
paper and giving various statistics on the employment,
unemployment and participation rate of Newfoundlanders in
the labour force, etc., I thought I would make hon. members
aware that the unemployment rate in Newfoundland today.
actual figures is 15.9,which is a 2.9 per cent better figure
than last yvear. In the last month, January 1980 to February
1980 the labour force increased by 4,000 people and the

people employed increased by 5,000 pecple so it is the continuing
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ME. DINN: effort of government To improve
the statistics with respect to unemployment and emctlovment
in Newfoundland. And the adjusted figures - I will also

+hat hon. members in asking guestions at the last sitting
cf the reguested of me some informatien with respecc
to what I thought the unemployment rate would reach this
ye2ar, and I indicated to hon. memters that we assunmed and we
trhought from our wvarious statistical data t=hat the uneémploymenc
rate would not ke 23 bad as last yesr and that we would be
within the two percentage range, cther words, this year
it would be twc percentage points lower tThan last ysar: As

usual, Mr. Speaker, I was ceasarvative with
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MR, J. DIMNN: my figures and ,indeed, we have
improved even over that percentage point. And I would think trnat for
the rest of the year that these figures would improve even more. One
would also note that from March of last year, including every month up
to this point in time, the figures have been better. We would hope
that they would continue to improve, and I am sure all hon. members
will be aware when the Budget is brought down later on this month that
the programmes as outlined in the Budget will also improve the
statistical figures. Albeit they are Statistics Canada figures, they
are not as accurate as they should be. If they are taken on a month
to month basis and over a one year period, then we can say that at
least they are as accurate now as they were last year and the situation

is improving.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for Terra Nova,
MR. T, LUSH: Mr. Speaker, it is a new thing for

the minister to re-inform us of the labour force statistics as compiled

by Statistics Canada, but let it be said that we on this side of the

House naturally welcome any improvement in the unemployment rate in this

Province. However, let it be said that we still stand at a ridiculously

high level of unemployment, at approximately 16 per cent in the actual

figures. But as the minister said, it represents just about a 3 per cent

improvement - 2.9 per cent - and we certainly welcome that. .
Of course, there are several things

that one could comment on with respect to these statistics. We hon.

merbers are all aware of the point that is made of how accurate the figures

are and that there are many hidden numbers of unemployed, but,be that as it

may, I suppose they are accurate insofar as the criteria that is used.

We could use any set of criteria and come up with a different set of figures.

But, as I said, let it be known to all hon. members - and particularly the

government - that we are pleased with any reduction in the unemployment rate

in this Province and glad to see that the unemployment rate is going down.

What we would look forward to, of course, is some continuity in this, and
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MR. T, LUEH: we will have to waiz over another year
to see that this trend continues. If it does, it is going £5 be not only
welcome to hon. members, but a welcore bit of news to all people in this

Province to know that we are making

603



March 12, 1980 Tape No. 309 SD - 1

MR, T. LUSH: some progress, that we are making
some progress towards reducing the atrociously high rate of unemployment
in this Province and we hope that next year we can see naturally a
continuing trend and by the way this is going that over a period of

three years then we will get it down at least to the national

average.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MP., SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for Windsor -

Buchans followed by the hon. member for La Poile.
MR. G. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, my guesticn is to
the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. L. Barry),and if Your Honour
will permit a very short preamble, the minister is aware, as all
members of the House of Assembly are aware,of the very grave
sense of insecurity or insecure sense or uncertain sense,
atmosphere that exists in Buchans today with the town living with
an impending mine shut-down. The latest projection the company
will make is August. The House will also know that over the
years I have indicate¢ the short term solution to this problem
is for the companies concerned to bring irnto production some
of the ore bodies that they have been sitting on that have been
discovered.and if brought to production would have the effect
of prolongin~ the life expectancy of that mine and shoring
up the economy of the whole central area. The ore body I am
think of specifically, which the minister is familiar with, is
the Tulk's ore body, fairly high-grade concentrates and a
quantity that would warrant production under the circumstances.
Would the minister indicate
to the House if he is aware of what the companies concerned,
Abitibi Price and ASARCO, present intentions are with regards
to the Tulk's deposit?” 1Is it their intenticn to bring that ore
body into producﬁion in time to prolong the life expectancy of

of mine?
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MR. SPEAXER (Simms): The hon. Minister of Mines and
Energy.
MR. L. BARRY: Mrx. Speaker, I am aware of what

the companies are proposing. I have reguested officials of the
companies to come in and explain within the next few days in more
detail, more fully,their plans anrd I will be making further
statements at the appropriate time and specifically I refer to
the fact that within the next ten days I will be having a further
meeting with the Buchans Action Cormittess And as soon as we
have firm information as to the companies' plans I shall be
bringing them to the attention of this hon. House and the people
of Buchans. We are doing everything possible to see that whatever
in the way of viable industry,whether it be continued mining
operations at the Tulk‘s deposit, whether it be developing
barite operations, whatever might be feasible and viable to
reduce unemployment in the Buchans area,we are seeking to have
carried out,

MR, G, FLIGHT: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR, SPERKER: Supplementary, the hon. member
for Windsor - Buchans.

MR. G. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Minister,
there are indications in Buchans ; meetings have been held in the
past day or so whereby,as I understand it,that the companies

have indicated their intention and their abili‘.:ynto develop the

Tulk's mine, and
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the rarifications of that are immense

for the Buchans area andéd the whole central areaz -the Euchans, Buchans Junct-
ion, Millertown area. Thé indication is that the quantity of

oré reguired is there, that markets are agsured and the crade of

ore is acceptable, and they have apparently indicated to very con~

cerned groups that they are looxing at bringing that ore body into
producticn.

However, there may be other factors
that would stop or would have some effect on whether it went into
production orf not. 2Ané the companies concerned may want to tdke ac-
vantage of programs that are already in place; access roads, the
ore body is twelve or thirteen miles -

MR, SFEAKER {Simms): Order, vlease! I think the hon.

member's preamble is a little toc long. If he has a guestion,I

would direct him to ask it.

MR. G. FLIGhT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, The ore .
btody is well removed fror Buchans and access xoads would have to be

a consideration and I would want to ask the minister -and I am not
talking about subsidies to a mine, because I do not believe in sub-
sidies unless the mine can stand on its ‘bwn feet. But if, for
argument’s sake, the coumpany can bring that ore body into preductionm,
but government assistance, under existing programs is desired or
necessary, will the minister assure the House that whatever govern-~
ment assistance by way of infrastructure that is reguired to get that

mine into production, will indeed be made available to those two A

companies ?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. the Minister of Mines and
Energy.

MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, if the company has

made a public statement as set out by the hon.mesber, it has not
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MR. L. BARRY: been tbrought to my attention and I
will be quite interested in seeing a copy of the company's state-
ment. I suspect that the hon. wember, what he is setting out is
somewhat premature.

wWhen I have information, firm in-
formation which can be released, it will be released, Mr. Speaker.
I can say we have had ongoing discussions and I am having, as I
just mentioned, within the next few days, further discussions to see
if we can have, at the earliest possible cpportunity, the develop-
ment 6f any deposits which might be economicall? developed in the
Buchans area.

With respect to the provision of
infrastructure,this governrent has made it clear that before the
taxpayers’' dollars are put into any industrial enterprise, we have
to be shown the economic¢s of the particular situation and we have
to be shown that the infrastructure, the taxpayers' investment,is
necessary in order to make a project viakle.

and if, in fact, it is the case
that we are shown that government assistance with infrastructure
is necessary to make it viable,then we will be very sympathetic
in looking at any such proposal.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): A final supplementary, the hon.

the member for Windsor - Buchans.

MR. G. FLIGHT: For the information of the House,
Mr. Speaker, I did not indicate nor did I intend to indicate that
the companies concermed, Abitibi Price or ASARCO,had made a public
staterent. I said that they have, the principals of the companies
have had meetings with very interésted groups in Buchans who have
vested interests in that mine site, that those meetings have been

held. So I wauld like to ask the minister if he would be more
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preduction? Just svacifically when will those meetings be
held, Mz. Speaxar, and winen does the miniszer feel he

the situztiorn?

hon. YMinister of Mines

A, Speakey, this government

meénts with resgect to snnouncanents. And all I ¢an say is
that when we are in a position Lo max= a statemsnt as o
the plans cf tne companies in the 2uchans area,I wiii he

makineg that statsmant. And my meetings with company cfficials

hon. memker for LaPoile.

M2, 5. uBRABY: Mr, Speaker, my question is
for the Mirnister of Justice (wr. Cttenheimer), Sir. Jould

the pinister tell the House in ths atssnce of an invaszion

of privacyr act in this Province, if it is legal fcr anybody
to sat themselves uo with a vslephone and a computer

'Crhegue Alerts'~and hnave all

w
o
-
<
i
(]

I think they call the

the business people in varicus parts ¢f the Island call in
when someabody comes in to cash & chegue, when somebody makes
a purchase and wishes to cash a chegue, call into this
centre ané thes parson at the other will tell the business
vecple whether or not they can cash the cheques? Is this
legal, this kiné of operation? 1Is it an invasion of
privacy?

ME. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice.
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a consumer - it is administsred by the

Department cf Consumer Affairs and it is calleé 'The

MR. SPEAXER (Simms): A suzplemantary,: the hen.

member for Lalfoile.

MR. §. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, thase pverations,

as the minister knows, are ‘guite frightening. These people
can keep records as far back,I-understand,as ten vears and
if screkbodv gess in fo cash a chegus and he happened te have
made & Little mistake ten vears ago,these cocky individuals
are saving, 'Get you bank manager to call us and we will

wipe out the record'. Mow is the Hdinister of Justice going

i
n
'l
1
0
<
>
=]
i

r

to alliow

his kind eof operation te function in th
where people's privacy is being Invaded or will the minister
undsrtzke to investigate thesa comranies to see if thay are

functioning within the law?
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR, G. OTTENEEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I will certainly check

on the provisions of tha Consumer Reporting Agency Act or what
exactly it is called - it governs that -~ and certainly inform the hon.
gentleman and the House with respect to that temorrow or,if aot,

certainly the day after.

MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A final supplementary, the hon. the

member for LaPoile.

MR. S. NEARY: Did I understand the hon. gentleman

to say that there would be a Right to Privacy bill brought into this
House? And did the hon. gentleman say it 'could' contain provisicns to
make these operations illegal or 'would’ contain provisions to make these

operations illegal and run them out of business and out of the Province?

MR. SPEARKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR. G. OTTENEEIMER: Mr, Speaker, esserntially the bill

would create by statute a civil wrong for use of information of a privata
nature and it is related to matters of surveillance, illegitimate or
unjustified, unauthorized surveillznce, use of computerized personal
information and areas of linkaye from one purpose to another, impersonation
and use of private documents, diaries, letters. So I would say that
certainly an improper use of this information woulé te so covered, but

it may well be already covered under legislation of the Coasumer Affairs

Department. It is that matter which I will check and inform the hon.

gentleman.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for St. Barbe.
MR. T. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, my question is directed

to the jiinister of Tramsportation and Communications. While it is certainly
delightful to see such a beautificatlon programme being administered along
the Trans—-Canada Highway and I am sure everybody appreciates the efforts
being put inteo it, would the minister tell the House of Assembly how much

it might cost per square yard, or,if you will, per square mile for such a

beautification programme, for the landscaping and seeding along the
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MR. T. BENNETT: Trans-Canada?

MR. SPERKER (Simms) : The hon. the Minister of Transportation

and Communications.

MR. C, BRETT: Mr. Speaker, nc, I do not have that
information at hand, but the seeding that was done along the Trans-Canada
Highway was part of the upgrading and came under the TCH agreement, so
whatever it cost, the Province, of course, would have to pay S0 per cent
of it. But I do not know the exact cost per square foot or scuare mile.
I will say, Mr., Speaker, that it is an excellent job and I have had many,
many letters and telephone calls, and in private conversations pecple
have complimented the government on the job of seeding the Trans-Canada
Highway. It certainly makes things look a lot better.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. C. BRETT: I will endeavour to get that answar

for the hon. member,
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MR. BENNETT: A supplementary.
MR.S5PEAXER (Simms): A supplemsatary, thée Hon.member

MR .EENNETT: I an wondering if the minister

could tell us at this time if it will be an ongoing
programme and if indeed it might spill over into othar areas
of the provincial highways of the Province, you know, ths
same programme?

MR.SP

(4]

AEER: The hon. Minister of Transportation

and Communications.
MR.BRETT: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that will

continue to be a part of our programms as we continue to

upgrade the Trans-Canada Highway. Whether or not it will
extend to other roads I would say pretty well depshds sn
the amount of money that is available.

MR. BENNET A suzslementarvy.

MR.SPEAXER: A fipal supplementary, the

hon. member for St. Barke.

MR BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I am wonderin

1wl

how our local contractoars can g¢go about locking te get contracts
of this sort and what degree of assurance thev might gst

of being able to gualify after they do submit a desire to

do the contract work that comes about by the beaurification

cf the Trans-Canada and the other a:eas? And wnat priority,

if any, Mr. Speaker, might we expect with beauvtification
pProgrammes as opposed to new road construction or pavinc cf

the existing roads?

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. Minister of Transportaticna
and Communications.

MR.BRETT: The seeding programme last

year was carried out by a company bazed in Quebec and ths
reason for that is because there was noc one in the Prowvince

that had this machine. I do not know if the hon. member has
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M2, 3RETT: seen it or neot.
AN JON.MEMBEZR: (Inaudible)
MR.ERETT: Yas, hydrg something. Thers was

ne machine in the Province, there was mo copnpany able to
handle it,but I understand that a company has been formed
and that a machine nhas bsen bought and I would sssume that
this company, ii we do any more seeding,would b2 tendering,
and ,0f course,being a Newfoundlané company, a loccal company,
then they would get a ten per cent local preference and

of course that also ap

La]

lies o paving providing,of course,

it is not a DREE contract. If it is DREE,then iocal
prefsrence 3oes not come in. They do not accept the local
praference zeolicgy, DREE does not.

ME. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra HNova,
Mr.LUSH; Mr. Speakery,I want to dirsct

a guestion to the Minister of Municipzal aAffairs (Neil Windsor)
relating te the Municipalities Act. Mr. Speaker, specifically
there appears to be a lot of confusien particularly with

smaller councils, councils in the rural parts of Newfoundland

will affect them in

"
t
w
0
"

and just how this Municipalici
£his fiscal year. First,I want tc ask the minister whether
indeed there have been budgets returned this year to councils?

I understand some ¥ears age =-hat there
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MR. LUSH:

were procedures and mechanisms made whereby councils
would get their application in early for their funds
for that particular fiscal yvear. ©Now thev have dcne
the same thing and it has been brought to my attention
that many of the budgets have been returned; so the
guestion is, is this so and how will it affect
councils in terms of knowing what fiscal arrangements
they make for the year 19807

MR. SPEAKER(Simms) : The hon. the Minister

of Municipal Affairs and Housing.

MR. N. WINDSOR: Mr. Speaker, first of

all, the hon. gentleman is obviously verv confused as

to the whole process. First of all, requests that come
from municipalities for funding for any particular year -
I am sure he is referring to capital funding,which has
nothing at all to do with the budgetary process of
compiling the operational budget, the utility and

general budgets for municipalities.

The situation as it relates
this year, because of the new Municipalities Act,
obviously, there is, indeed, some confusion. What we
have told municipalities is that they should proceed
along the lines of previous vears. However, those
municipalities which have not yet finanized their
budgets, now that the Municipal Grants Act has been made
public, and the allocations to municipalities under that
Act have been made public, we are suggesting they revise
it for the amounts. They use the same procedures. The
amount of funding to be received from the Province should
be adjusted in accordance with the Municipal Grants Act.
Nevertheless, the procedures that are used, the
compilation of the budget, the two separate budgets as

opposed to the one single budget under the new Municipalities
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MR. N. WINDSOR: Act, and the

requirement to submit that to the minister for apprecval
is still being followed as in previous years.

The only thing we
are suggesting that change, if budgets have not been
finalized and finally adopted, is that they make
adjustments for the amount that they will actually
receive from the Province.

But the actual
requests from municipalities that are common this time
of year really do not relate to that at all; you are
talking about capital funding which does not reflect
on the current year's budget other than, perhaps, in
the interest rates.

I might say, Mr.
Speaker, while I am on my feet, if the hon. gentleman
will allow me, that just vesterday I did receive the
first 100 copies of the Municipalities Act from the
Queen's Printer. It has taken some time because of
mechanical difficulties, apparently, in printingit. I
do have the first 100 copies and expect the balance
of 5,000 copies within a week, so that ten copies will
be mailed to every municipality together with a
covering letter outlining the highlights of the Act
and how it relates to the municipalities, and I will

make copies available to hon. members opposite tomorrow.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER(Simms) : A supplementary. The

hon. the member for Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: The minister did not
answer the question specifically. I know of councils
that were told to file their budgetary requirements for

operation grants, road grants, whatever things councils
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MR. LUSH: apply for, tc do
them the same as they have done them in the years
previous, and they did this only to have them returned.

And now are
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MR. LUSH: fellowing another procedure, according to
the new Municipalities Act, ar- those are the facts. That is what
happened. My quastion to the minister is4 what delay will this

cause? Because as I have said before, the government have attempted
to spead up this process and here we are now into the moath of March
and councils have just received their budgets back, How long will the
delay be? When will thev know what precisely they are getting?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hcn. Minister of Municipal affairs

and Housing.

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, thev know exactlv what they

are getting. I had a major press conference several weeks ago and
outlined tc each municipality,and indeed wrote everwv municipality in

the Province outlining the provisions of the new “Municipal Grants Act,
which is different from the Municipalities Act, the Municipal Grants
Act,which ocutlines how much fundings the municipalities will get from

the Province. Each municipality was written by me personally outlining
the amount of the allocation from the Province for this vear. Aall we

are savinc is that in preparing a budget under the Municipalities Act, or
under for this year the Local Government Act, the act which is in existence
until April lst., we are saying, "Prepare vour budget in accordance

with the Local Government Act,but if you are now just preparing it

or if we have not vet finally approved it,then the amount of provincial
funding that you put in vour budget should be in accordance with the

Municpal Grants Act, which we have announced."

MR. LUSH: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member for

Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: Then on to the larger issue, which the
minister alluded to earlier and that is with respect to capital funding,
particularly with reference to monies for water and sewer. How is this

going to affect councils, again particularlv the smaller councils, that
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MR. LUSH: do not yet have a property tax in place
because the Municipalities Act does require that before getting these
funds that a property tax be in place? So what is going to happen to
those councils that have ongoing water and sewer systems, or that have
the studies all done and are making applications for monies, capital
funding for water and sewer, are these councils going to be discriminated
against now? Or what procedures will the minister use to get over this
requirement of the property tax when it is not vet in place?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Ministar of Municipal Affairs

and Housing.

MR, DINN: Mr. Speaker, far be it from this
government to discriminate against any council. The act is very clear.
It requires that when any municipality is serviced fifty per cert

by water and/or sewer, then they shall be recuired tc impese the
propertyv tax system. All that we are saying is that for this year
municipalities which are applying - that they must know and they know
very clearly, and it is the law of the land, it is approved by this
hon. House - that property tax shall be regquired and they must know
when they apply that once fiftyv per cent of the homes in that
municipality are serviced they shall be required to bring in the
property tax system. We are using a little bit of discretion this
year ,obviously,in phasing in this thing because,first of all,
assessments cannot be done in cne year. It is not something that

can hapren as of April lst. because we cannot assesg all the
municipalities in this Province as of April 1lst. to bring

property tax in place. It is going to phased in over probably four

or five years. We will be proceeding with all due haste in assessing
municipalities and bringing the act into full being as guickly as
possible. But in that interim period we will be using a little bit

of discretion.

MR. LUSH: A final supplementary, Mr. Sneaker.
MP. SPEAXER: A final supplementary, the hon. member

for Terra Nova.
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MR. T. LUSH: The gquestion relating to the

unincorporated areas which nave over the past faw years

et

set up water committees, these committees have been ongoiag,
I am just wondering what the status now of these water
committees is? Will they b2 eligible for funding in this
particular fiscal vear? Just how do +they fit into the
general scheme of things, communities that are in dire need
of water and are unincorporated, how do they fit into the

scheme of things this year? Are these committees now gone

by the wayside?

MR. SPZAKER (Simms): Hon. minister.
MR. N. WINDSOR: “r. Speaker, obviously unincor-

porated areas are not affected in any way by the Municipalities
Act which applies to incorporated communities.

MR. SPEAXER: The hon. member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. D. HOLLETT: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask

the Minister of Industrial Development (Mr. Barry) 1if the
Board@ of Directors of Marystown Shipyard has completed the
internal examination of the operation of that vard as

directed by the minister last year?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister c¢f Industrial
Development.
MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, we have had a

preliminary survey of the operations of the yard and we have
received certain projections with:respect to what the positicn
is going to be as of the end of its financial year,which is
really the end of this month. And as I have mentioned before,
the acid test of performance is going to be the bottom line

in the financial statements and we will be looking very closely
at the financial statements of the vard.to see whether in fact

the projections have been berne out. Indications are that
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installed which indicaztes improvad productiviiy. Indications

are that the new acccunting systems and cost estimating

systems ars helping manacement to avoid sursrises.
still have some concerns, some sarious concerns as to
whether in fact the systems will work out as completely as

¢ appezars

expectations have it bot at the present time
that the vard is moving towards a satisfactory position.
it is not out of the woods by anv means yvet in terms of

having to improve performance,but wa will have a bettsr

victure when we ge:t the financial statements as of the

end of this fiscal wvear.
AR, D, HOLLETT: 4 supoDlementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAXER (Sinmms): A supplementary, the hoen.

member for Burin - Placentia West.

MR. D. EOLLETT: Thank you,Mr. Speaksr. T

am. happy teo hear that and I ca2n assume that the minister

rt

is at least partly pleased by che changes that have Lesn

made and iImzlemenced. I am sure a lot of pecvle will ba
hapny to hear it also. And just to dispell the current
rumour - where it started I &o not know - I would iike to
ask the minister: is there any truth to the rumour that

the government is either contempiating or has cdecided toe
vlagce the vard for sale?

MR . SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Industrial
Development.

MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speaker, I believe in the
last session of the House I referred to the fact that

that was one alternative that obviously has teo be considered

by any government in terms of looking at the operations of

any Crown corporation. We have had expressions of intersest
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not just ons - Lut a number of interested groups. We have
made it clear that we have no intenticn, = this was at the

time. by the way, when indications were that there hadé Leen

clear we wers not inclined to sell the vard a

we are not writing off £he possibility or we are not fore-

closing the locking at

wera dons it en an oven

would se suklic invitations issued te have any interestec partiass

come in and look 3t the vard and make us 2 preposal. Eut

T

i+« i3 oradature Sor us,unstil we see just where the yar
4 3 ¥

a=-

0

stands =t the end of this fiscal year,tc give any inddl

cions as to how we are likely to mcove on this point.
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MR. L. BARRY: I made the point, I think, earlier
in this House that should it appear that the yard was going to be

a continuing financial albatross around the neck of the Province,
that any respensible government would have to look at the possibility
of divestiture. At the present time it appears that that will

not be the case. I do not want to minimize, however,the fact that -
and there is a danger of people assuming, "Oh, the problems at

the yard are cured,"you know, overnight. And I know the hon.
member would say that that is not the case. I know the people

in Marystown on the Burin Peninsula realize that you do not

solve problems of a shipyard overnight. And there are still

serious problems that have toc be dealt with so I do not want

to minimize those at all.But in terms of our approach to

divestiture of the yard, if it were ever contemplated it would

only be with respect to seeing the continued viable operation

of the yard.

SOME EON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear

MR. L. BARRY: That would be the foremost
principle.

MR. SPEAKER: {Simms) Order, please!

MR. L. BARRY: I am finished.

MR. SPEAKER: The time for Oral Questicns

has expired. If the hon. Minister would like to continue by leave?

SOME HOM. MEMBERS: By leave.

MR. SPEAKER: By leave, the hon. Minister of
Lands and Forest.

MR. L. BARRY: I will just finish my remarks.

We would only contemplate propesals that would improve the operation
of the yard. And it would only be if it were seen that it was not
the best way to go to have a continued heavy financial involvement
by government. So maybe as time-'goes on and we see the firancial
statements, we can have further discussion on this point. I do

not want to give the impression that it is not a possibility but,
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MR. L, BARRY: at the present time, there has
been no government decision to do it.

MR. SPEMKER: (Simms) Order, please! Time for Oral
Questions has expired.

I would like to welcome to the
galleries today on behalf of all hon. members, council representatives
from the Town of Twillingate, in the district of Twillingate, who
are in the gallerv,and also a delegation from Colinet, North Harbour
and Harricott from the district of St. Mary's - The Capes. We
+rust your visits will be productive ard informative.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR, SPEARER (Simms): The hon. member for St, Mary's -
The Capes.

¥R. D, HARNCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. D. HENCCCK: I should not have to rise to

present a petition of this magnitude, Mr. Speaker, in this day

and age but on behalf of the people in the following communities, the
350 voters of Colinet, North Harbour and Harricott I will do so.

The prayer of the petition is

a bit lengthy so if this House could bear with me for a few minutes -
I think I have five minutes. "Areas of concern,™this is the prayer
of the petition, Mr. Speaker, "The areas we are talking about are
located approximately fifty to sixty miles from St. Jochn's, an
entirely gravel road section of St. Mary's Bay." I might add, Mr.
Speakexr, it is one of the ocldest roads on the Islanu of Newfoundland.
"Poor roads have been a major drawback and difficulty for the
residents of this area for many years. Gravel roads, you will admit,
are far from ideal inp this day and age at the best of times,’However,
there are times during tle year when these roads are literally

impassable, ¢onsidering the condition of the Falls Bridge." I
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MR. D. HANCOCK: might add, Mr. Speaker, that bridge
was built in 1924. It was last inspected some five years ago and I
predict with the ice that has gone undermeath that bridge in the last
four or five years that it is unsafe to go over that bridge today
or any other day. “You mist also keep in mind that the centralization
of schools in the area was carried out on a promise to residents
that the roads would be paved in the near future and made safe for
busing. This was some thirteen to fourteen years ago - neo pavement
to date. Every school board as well as government has given up
in this area,although each year children experience lost school
days due to poor road conditions. The kids' futures suffer, are
discriminated against as a result of poor roads in this area.
They can not take part in any sports because they have to travel
over a section of dirt road and they have to go to such places
as Placentia, Kelligrews and Whitbourne. Why should our future
adult generation be as much deprived of these and other essentials
as I and my colleagues here were in our youth?“

"We were resettled to be given
a chance to share in the same things that we are inspiring you
and our government to do something about. We do pay taxes like
any other urban or rural peoples of this Province.”

' Health care in our area is

deplorable due to road conditions and the hazardous
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MR. D. HANCOCK: “travel to nearest hospitals, etc.

It is of little help or comfort to the sick to realize that there are even
. times when travel will be impossible due to breakdown of snow removal

equipment or lack of cbsolete equipment. Need we say more?

“This area, we believe, has much to
offer in the tourist section of our economy, but very few travellers come
to our area in campers, etc., over such gravel roads, which does little
for business in our area which could thrive on such movements of people
and equipment. YOU must remember we are in the heart of the salmon, moose
and other wildlife areas attractive to sportsmen and tourists alike, but
very few people take advantage of the things we have to offer because of
the road conditiens."

"Another point to bear in mind is that
the upgrading has been deone in the past few years. Slow as it was, most
surely we did not let it go to waste because of inaction of our government
to provide funds for the blacktop." They are talking about the section
of reoad that was upgraded last year where Class 'B' was put on the
Mount Carmel to North Harbour - a section of nine miles of rcad which was
upgraded and still no call for pavement. The upgrading has deteriorated
in the last year and I am afraid that if it continues over this Summer

that there will be very little crushed stone left on the road.

"In closing, I would like to mentvion that this is
not the first time these conditions and problems have been brought to the atten-
tion of the minister and government. Some three or four years ago, a similar
delegation from Colinet met with Mr, Carter and Mr. Morgan and outlined
the same things we have been told here today. Things looked brighter for
a short time with the promise of upgrading and pavirg in the near future.
False promises again. Who pays?" For the minister tc stand wp today and
say that he is going to beautify the Trans-Canada from one end to the other
with a 50/50 sharing with Ottawa, I assume, and the people in my district
have to drive over this section of zoad, and I might add, the bus that
leaves North Harbour has to travel twenty miles to the school in Mount Carmel.

Kids have to get up - it took a bus only as early as yesterday two and
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MR. D. KANCOCK: one-half hours to reach Mount Carmel.

So, Sir, I am in support of this
petition, and I thirk members on this side and the opposite side should
be also.

I would request that this petition
be placed upon the table of this House of Assembly and directed to the
department to which it relates.

Tharnk vou, Mr. Speaker.

SCOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAXER (Simms) : The hon. the member for the Strait of

Belle Isle.

MR. E. ROBERTS: My friend from LaPoile (Mr. Neary) has
been kind enocugh to accede to the request which my friend from St. Mary's -
The Capes (Mr. Hancock) made that I say a word or twe in support of it,

and I am delighted to.

I thought the member for St. Mary's -

The Capes, who is the second most junior member of the House, spoke with
eloguence and with effect when he presented the petition.

The prayer of the petition is clear-cut
and it does not need any words of embellishment from me, but I do want to
say that I hope it commends itself to the minister, who apparently is not
even sufficiently interested to pay attention.

The road conditions up in that part of
our Province are hard to credit in this day and age. I know there are many
areas of the Province where roads are less than perfection. My own district
is no stranger to bad road conditions. But last Fall during a certain
democratic exercise that was underway in the electoral district of St. Mary's -
The Capes, I had the great pleasure of accompanying the gentleman whe
is now the member for St. Mary's - The Capes - he was not at that time, he was
in the process of becoming the member - on a drive over thi! road in question.
And, Sir, over the yvears that I have been involved in public life, I have
baen around the Province once in a while and I have seen some bad roads, and
I have had occasion once in a while to wonder whether my life insurance was

paid up, but I do not think I have ever encountered roads quite as bad
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MR. E. ROBERTS: as the roads on which we drove that
day. It was a Sunday, as I recall it, and if ever there was a reason
for being in church, the reason was not simply the hon. gentleman's
driving, but the roads in the district. The road in gquestion, Sir, is
shocking; it is deplorable even by the standards of roads in rural
Newfoundland. I would hope the government will find the money to do
that road this year. I have no doubt it was promised. I have no doubt
when the Premier spoke in Mount Carmel a day or two before the election
when he told people that he controlled the money, that he said he would
have that road upgraded and paved, and I sincerely hope it is this year.
The road serves the pecple of a wide area; it serves them in a number of
vital and important functions and I would hope that now the people have
spoken by means of a petition through the agency of their member in
the House that the minister and his colleagues will heed that prayer and
we will see the work done this year.

You know, Mr. Speaker, when we loock at

~

some of the road projects that are done,

628



Merch 12, 1980, Tape 319, Page 1 -- apb

MR. ROBEPRTS: worthy in themselves,
some of the road budgets which are done and compare
them with some which are not done, it makes omne
guestion very seriously the priorities of the men and
the women who together constitute the government of

this Province.

Well, here is a
clear-cut choice, 8ir, where they can do the right thing,
anc the project which should be given priority, the
project which has just been outlined in the House by
the gentleman from St. Marys - The Capes (Mr.Hancock).
So I support the peition and I hope it commends itself
to the Premier and his colleague,and I hope and trust
we will see the results of that, we will see the results
in the machines, the construction machinery being moved
into the area this Summer to do the necessary work.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

ORDERS OF TEE DAY

MR. SPEAKER(Simms) : Private Members' Day,

Motion No. 5. The hon. the member for St. John's Centre.

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Mr. Speaker, at the

outset I would like to say that I am in favour of the

resolution -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
DR. MCNICHOLAS: - the resolution that

the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador make available
ambulance services for patients in Labrador comparable
to the services provided on the Island portion of the
Province.

Mr. Speaker, I am for
that motion one hundred per cent. Actually, that is a
motherhood issue. I think everybody is in favour of it.

If they are not they should be.
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DR. MCNICHOLAS: Now, on the last day

a number of hon. members spoke about the desirability
of having specialists in Labrador rather than flying
people out of there to the Island, and I am with that
one hundred per cent too. Unfortunately, I do not
think we are going to. get that for some time. Not
only is there a shortage of specialists in Labrador,
there is a shortage on the Island of Newfoundland,
there is also a shortage here in St. John's, althouch
some people might not believe that.

I will give you two
examples: Take the specialty of obstetrics and
gynaecology. There was one new chap who came to St.
Clare’'s a few years ago, and in his place, one of the
gynaecologist left and went to Saudi Arabia. Now,
before that we did not have one new specialist in that
field for fourteen years.

Take my own specialty
of ophthalmology, and I am not referring to optometrists,
I am referring to a medical doctor with an M.D. who goes
off and does at leastafour vear's specialists course in
eye surgery and eye medicine and gets his fellowship at
the College of Surgeons, then he is classified as a
specialist. Now, there has not been one new person in
that field, in private practice, for about fourteen or
fifteen years.

Since I came to
practice here, in that field, one of the men died and
one has gone to the mainland. I read just around
Christmastime a statement by the Administrator of the
Health Sciences Complex, a Cocmplex that cost $55 million,
who said we would have to send patients from there to
Toronto for kidney transplants because we could not find

the medical or nursing personnel to staff a unit which

830



March 12, 1980, Tape 319, Page 3 -- apb

DR. MCNICHOLAS: was thers before in

the old General Hospital.

I de not want to dwell
on this, Mr. Speaker, and I will not, but I think we
should note that in our medical schoel here, less than
50 per cent of the Newfoundlanders who have gualified
in medicine are practicing in Newfoundland, they have
gone elsewhere. And of the 235 medical graduates who
have finished there since the medical schocl opened,

335, only ninety-one of them are now practicing in
Newfoundland.

Mr. Speaker, this
ambulance service is very necessarv,but whers is the
money? The hon. the Premier stated some davs ago that
we have the highest sales tax in Canada, we have the
highest income tax in Canada, we payv the highest interest

on our leans and bonds.
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DR. MCNICHOLAS: There are only two ways we can get that
money; new revenue,or we will rcb Peter to pay Paul. Where do we

get the new revenue? I make no apoclogy, Mr. Speaker, to say the way
we can get that for ambulance and medical services and other services
is by owning and controlling our offshore oil. T make no apology at
all about saying that.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

DR. MCNTICHCLAS: I am very glad toc have heard the hoa.

member from Grand Bank (Mr. Thoms) yesterday agreeing with that

philosophy completely, agreeing that we do own and control the ocff-
shore oil. And I was very pleased to hear also the hon. member for
LaPoile (Mr. Nearyv), who is gradually coming around to the same wav

of thinking, if he has not completely come around.

MR. NEARV: Are you sure?
DR. MCNICHOLAS: And I hope all the other hon. members on

that side of the House will very rapidly come around to that way of
thinking also.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the interim we have
to rob Peter to pay Paul,and I want to see this ambulance service and
I want to see a better medical service. How are we going to do it?

I have been told that a mile of highway, to upgrade and pave it,costs
$1 million, *waybe we should cut down a bit on that and devote it to our
medical services. Maybe we should fine comb the estimates and see if
we c¢an come ur with that money now or in the immediate future.

An cbvious one, Mxr. Speaker=-and I
do not want to be misunderstood in this; I think and I believe that
particularly out of town members in this hon. House are poorly paid
for their services but let us get our priorities straight.- if we are
going to have an ambulance service for Labrador or an increase in
our salary,I would sav let us postpone an increase until the oil starts

to flow. I support the resolution, Mr. Speaker. I do not want the remarks
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DR, MCNICHOLAS: I made to he tzken as a refleciion on
the Department of Health, or the officials there, or the minister.

I think theyv arve doing'a first class job with the Tunds that thay
have available For them. But I would sav this, we do net have a
firgt class medical service in Newfoundland, we have a second rate
onejané as long as I sit in this House mv ambition and aim will be

to seek ané do evervthing in my power to provide a first class cne.

SOME HON, MEMBERS: Eear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Butt): The hon. member for Trinity-Bay de Verde.

MP. T

ROY

. Mr. Speaker, first of 2ll I would like to
commend the merber for Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren) for introducing
this particular private member's rescluticn into the Housa, and I would

like co mention also that his absence today from the Assembly is because

of a death in his family and cbviously this takes orecedsnce over the
situation as it exists here todayv. But, Sir, he is to be congratulated
for the very slogusnt and passionate wav in which he did present the
case for labrador and he alsec mentiore? in the introduction of his
private member's resolution that if he had his time back he would
have rephrased the actual resolution teo include other remote and rural
areas of Newfoundland and Labrador as well.

Sir, I was going to congratulate the
member Zor St. John's Centre (Dr. McNicholas) but I will get back to
the member a little later on because he said something towards the
end which really destroyed the basis upon which I was going to
congratulate him for his speech. But, Sir, the member for LaPoile
(¥4r. Neary), the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie), the member for
Bonavista North (Mr. Stirling), the member for Expleits (Dr. Twomey).
the member for Baie Verte-white Bay (Mr. Ridecut) have spokep in

support of this resolution and for all intents and purposes
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MR. F. ROWE: the Minister of Finance (Dr.
Collins) and the member for St. John's Centre (Dr. McNicholas)
really did not give any great indication that they were speaking
in support of this resolution, and, in fact, I was extremely
disapprointed in their reaction to this particular resolution,
because I would have expected that the two gentlemen, being
medical doctors themselves, would have had a very strong feeling
and would have gone all out in support of this particular
Private Member's Resolution.

Instead, Sir, they did see fit to
indicate support, but raise the gquestion of where is the monev
coming from.

DR. COLLINS: . We are very practical people.
MR. F. ROWE: Very practical people! Well, sir,
I will have something to say about very practical people -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ooh, oh!:

MR. F. ROWE: ‘- when it comes to the health of
people in this particular Province.

But, Sir, the one thing that
really bothered me was this, that both hon. gentlemen used the

' and 'we have tco

same phrase, 'where is the money coming from,
wait for the o0il flow.' Now, Sir, this government ané this
administration appears to be completely preoccupied with oil

and gas off our shores. And we have all said, on this side, that

we hope, and we indeed hope that oil and gas do flow out of

these wells that are presently being explored.

But, Sir, how can we place a dollar
sign on the life and health of the people in the remote areas of this
Province, especially in the section of our Province called Labrador?
There is no way in this world, Sir, that we should place a dollar
sign on the life and health of these particular people. I can only

mention, Mr. Speaker, this, is that out of a one billion dollar bud-

get, approximately, rounding off the figures, surely heavens we can
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ME. F. ROWE: find anotner 250,000,
which is the estirated cost I understand of providing this necess-—
ary ambulanceservice to the Northern region of our Province, name-
ly Labrador and I wouid suspect the Northern Peninsula itself.
Sir, I weuld have really exrected
two medical dectors occupying seats in this hon. House to have ta-
ken a more humane view with respect to the health and welfare and
the medical needs of the pecple in Labrador and not lock at dollar
signs,=rJ saying that they are very practical men.
We can uncover, £ir, hundreds of
thousands of dollarseand I do not want to get into this - hundreds
cf thousands of dollars have been misspent and spent unwisely bv this
administration over the past number of vears. I will not get into
the details of it, I do not want to lower the gquality of the debate
in that particular respect.
Mow, Sir, what are we talking
about exactly here? The member for Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren)
has mentioned the lack of specialized medical exvertise in Labrador,
and the hon. member for St. John's Centre (Dr. McNicholas) did mention
that this probler cdees in fact exist throughout the whole of the
Province. That point is very well taken and I was guite amazed,
actually with the statistics that he presented before the House with respect
to the number of medical students coming out of our mediczl school
who are actually staving in this Province. That is a horrifying
storv and it is quite a surprising story. I would have expected the
percentage to be guite a bit larger, the retention of ocur medical stu-
dents and cur graduates from the medical school here in this Pro-
vince, I would have expected it to be up somewheres in the 90 per
cent area. Instead of that we have, I cannot remember the exact fig-
ure, lass the 50 per cent being retained in our Province ang,to com-
pound the prcblem, we have the situation where we have a lack of spec-

ialists in the Province, period. 2nd that compounds thes probler even
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mora with resrect te Labracor.

But, what is the reselva f this gart-

-
icular wotionf '“hat the government of llewfomdland ané Labrador make

availekle amtulance service for patiente in Labrzdor com-

parabls to the services provicded cn the Islané rortiorn ¢f the Pro~
vince.' jow, Sir, the rerker for Torngat Mountainsg (G. Warrer) ,sreak=
ing on behalf really of all of Labrader and the cther rerote areas
of this Province, is askinc for nothing rors, nothinc less, just

corrarable ambulance service in that portion of our

T

Province. &nd, Sir, if ever there was = nes
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for an ambulance ssrvice - if we do not have encugh nurses;
if we do not have enough doctors and if we do not nave

enough specialists in that area of our Province-that is
reason enough alone for prowiding a better ambulance

service for that region of the Province. So I cannot ses

how we can debate this bill in this House ard fot have
unanimous support of it before the afterncon is out,andé

I would expect that this hHill will get the unanimous suppert
of every member of the House and I sincerely hope that

both hon. members opposite whom - hawve been a littls tiny bit

critical of ©because of their renmarks in th

ir speech,
will indeed see £it to stand up in support cof this kill
because I can assure hon. members that if you are locking
through a billipn dollar budget vou can suraly scrape up

*a guarter of a million dollars ir terms of the health and
safety of pecple i; the remote areas of our Province. You
zannot, I rep=sat, 2lace a dollar sign on the health and
welfare and medicazl needs of people in Newfoundland znd
especially in the remote parts of this particular Province.
Sir, T myself really dec hnave
a special intsrest in Lzbrador itself., As & matter of fact,
if I can reminisce for just a moment, it was my first
political experience, was Labrador. In 1951 when my father
decided to run in politics he ran in the district of Labrador,
period, one whole district, all of Labrador. There was no
Churchill Falis, there was no Wabush or Labrador City, no
Twin Falls. The innermost occupied area at that point was
the North West River, Happy Valley, Goose Bay area, and I
had the tremendous experience at the age of thirteen cf being
the cook on the chartersd boat that my father toured that

particular district in during that Summer. We visited every

single community from - I guess zie most Southerly community
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MP..F.ROWE: is L'Anse-au-Clzir, to Hebron

at that time and inwards up Lake Melville into the inner

parts of Labrador. We visited every sincle community, scme of
which do not exist at this present time. But that was a
tramendous experience for me, 3ir, because I nzd the privilegs

of meeting hunéreds of Labradorizns at that time and without

It

downgrading, without belittling the people of that particular
area of the Srovince I would like to relate 2 story that

indicates in a certain way the alienation that the people

of Labrador even felt at that time, the isolation that they

Lal]

elt at that time, the misunderstandings that they nhad at
that time. My father happened tc be a doctor of pedagogy,

a doctor of education, and we had - the campaign manager actc
the time was Captain Sid Hill, the famous sealing captain,
and he would introduce, you know, Doctor Rewe as the Libesral
candidace in that particular election. I can remember the
quite - mothing at 211 humourous about it —the guite sad
story of meeting a lady, a lady actual comirg down to me

and asking for Doctor Rowe because she figured or she thought
that he weould be able to solve her medical preblems &t that
particular time. But, Sir, things have improved immensely

on the Coast of Labrador and in the interior of Labrador
guite a bit since that time. But we still heve that sense

of alienation,that sense of not really belonging to the
Province or the Island portion of the Province, the feeling
by the pecple up there that tax deliars are being taken out
and they are not seeing their returns for it. I know that

is an argumentative statement but there is still that feeling,
that impression that somehow or anotkh:: and in some sectors
of their socizl life the people of Labrador are being
discriminated against and this is the very reason why we have

this separatist feeling coming to the surface every now znd
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MR.F.ROWE: then, why we have pseople in Labrador

scmetimes looking t© debec esverv now and then, sometimes

]
1

looking
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MR. F. ROWE: to having tneir own identity separxate
from the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, it is things like this,
this obvious disparity, this discrepancy in terms of medical service
being provided to the people of Labrader. And I thought that everybedy
who has spoken so far, particularly the member who represents the

Torngat Mountains (Mr. G. Warren), has made a very goocd case for increased
expenditures for purposes of the provision of proper ambulance services
to equalize, to bring some equity between Labrador and the Island portion
of our Province when it comes to the provision of ambulance Service or
certain medical services in this particular case; and we are not, of
course, excluding other remote areas of the Island portion of our Province
which have very similar problems indeed.

Sir, I should not let the time pass
without really paying tribute to the International Grenfell Association
and the doctors and the nurses and the personnel of the International
Grenfell Association ;ho have done tremendous work over the years on the
Great Northern Perinsula and in Labrador. They have been subjected quite
often to very, very harsh criticism by people on the Isiand anc people in
Labrador. Needless to say, every institution, whether it is the Grace
Hospital, the Health Sciences Complex, St. Clare's Hospital or any hospital,
cannot be perfect, and the International Grenfell Asscciaticn has not been
perfect, but they have provided a tremendous medical service to the pzople
who reside in the Northern portion of the Island portion of our Province
and alsc to the Labrador people themselves.

So I repeat once agair that I hope that
the impression that was left by two hon. members opposite, and to my deep
disappointment c¢oming from two doctors sitting opposite, that the only
indication that I have had from the other side of a lack of complete and
undiluted support for this particular resclution has come from two members
opposite who are themselves in the medical profession. I find that terribly
disappointing and terribly surprising, and I hecpe it will be remedied at the
end of the day when these two hon. members will get an opportunity to stand

and be counted , as we have heard so often expressed in this House since the
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MR. F., ROWE: recent Throne Speecn, that these twe
hen. members will stand and be counted and will, indeed, support this

particular resolution when it comes to the vote.

DR. J. COLLINS: (Inaudible) a question.
MR. F. ROWE: I do not know what the hon. the

Minister cf Finance (Dr. J. Collins) is -

DR. J, COLLINS: Would the hon. member vermit a question?
MR. F. ROWE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will permit a
question.

MR. SPEAKER (Butt): By leave, the hon. the Minister of
Finance.

DR. J. COLLINS: Perhaps I could put a guestion to him,

because I think hLe may well have a lot of insight into this matter that
perhaps other members wculd not have, and I really would just like his
opinion on it. .

We are talking here to some extent about
the transfer of patients from peripheral areas to, shall we say, core
facilities - not totally; I mean, you know,in some instances there are
nc facilities so it is a case of gettiny patients into some facilities,
not necessarily core facilities. But tc some extent we are talking in
that vein. I would like to get the hon. memter's opinion on what he would
think about where there are no core facilities in the Province for a
particular matter and you have to have transfer elsewhere for those core
facilities - you know, how would he reast to expanding if we did this to
cover that side of things? Because I think that is a legitimate point too.
And I do not say that to try to be argumentative with the hon. member,

I think that it is all part of the same picture in a way. I think the hon.
member would understand that.

MR. F. ROWE: I think the hon. the Minister of Finance
realizes why I do understand that particular problem, because I have a
personal problem in my own family in thils particular case. That does not

distract whatsoever from the argument
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MP. F. ROWE:
argument , the fact that,okay, ¥r. Speaker, I realize in the medical
profession that there is always this one major Problem, 17 you are
going to have a major core facility in some area of the Province,
or even in the Province itself, this automatically takes away from the
provision of peripheral services effort throughout the Province, whether
it be on the Great Northern Peninsula, or in Labrador. I realize that
medical reality, that in order to get that basic core facilitv - I
have often heard criticism ©f the IGA because of the so-called
empire building in St. anthonv, but you have got to have that
great institution there to perform the kind of medical services that
are required so that you would not have to do the tvpe of thing that
the Minister of Finance indicated, and that is ship them out of the
Province altogether. But in answer to the hon. minister's gquestion,
the answer is taken care of bv Medicare because in my particular
instance, where surgerv had to be done on the heart of my son, it could
not ke done in Newfoundland, as a matter of fact the problem could not
even be diagnosed in Newfoundland, as the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins)
well knows. The particular problem could not even be diagnosed. It
took twelve days in Sick Children's Hospital to diagnose the problem.
But in my particular case, and in the case of every other individual
in Newfoundland and Labradcr, transportation from the Province to
another core unit or area somewhere in North Zmerica, Ergland or
Canada or the States is taken care of by Medicare because somewhere
in the act or the regulations something that cannot be done in Newfcundland
or Labrador, any surgery or treatment that cannot be carried out in this
particular Province,is paid for by Medicare because of the referral by
the doctors on the scene. So that is not the problem that we are
confronted with here.

In summary, Mr. Spezker, it is very, very
simple. We ars asking the administration opposite to look at their -
which it should be this year; I think it was last year in round figures

a $1 billicn budget ~ look for approximately
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$250,000, a cuarter of a million doliars, cut of Si pilliorn surelr
could be scraped out of that budcet, to cive the peorle of Labrador a
ambulance service and a medical service that is sguivalent to, egual
to, the medical services that are crovided on the Island mart of cur
Province, or in certain parts of the Ysland part of our Province.

So I hepe I have answered the Minister
of Finance's question zdecuately but it really does not distract,
nor really doas it have anything %o do with the particular resolve
callad for in this particular rescluticn.

Mr. Speaker, T thank hon. members for
listening to what I haé to sav on this particular motion and I do
hope, and I sincevelv hope, that every member of this House will see
fit to stand up and vote for or support this particular resoclutiocn
and I hope that my few comments cf mild critical nature will net
be taken in such a way that the two hon. members to whom I referrsd.
will not see f£it to stand up and suppert this particular resolution.

Tharnk you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Baird): The hon. “Mirister of Health.
MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I want to make a few

comments on this resolution and T want to thank hon. members for
their comments. First of 211 I might sav I want tg thank the member
for Torngat Mcuntains for brincing this resolutien and I do want

to say that I had hoped that he would be here todav but I do know
why he is awav and I extend my sympathy also. I do have some
knowledae of the situation because I did visit the Janewav when the
young boyv was there. A member of mv family was a close friend there
Sc I pass my personal condolences to him todav.

The other reason why I want to

ane guerter of a2 million dollars to provice

T
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MR. HOUSE: thank the member
for Terngat Mountains (Mr. Warren) is because he
brought to us a good compassionate Tory policy, one that I
thought that he knew what we were talking about and
doing some work on. I will say this at the outset,
as my colleague behind me said, certainly T am going
to support this resolution.

The couple of
points I want to make are; I was away last week when
the resolution was presented, and I was away for a
very particular reason. I have been sc busy since I
have been back I have not had a chance to read all
of the comments that were made about the resolution
last week. But I was reading the paper, I guess on
last Thursday,and I got the impression that the people
on this side were not for the resolution. I did read
up on what they had to say énd I could not figure out
how anvbody could get the impression that what the
Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) said was &gainst the
resolution. I thank him for filling in for me, as
the second speaker after the mover. As the Minister
of Health, I guess I am suppcsed to make a response to
this,and the Minister of Finance, of course, is the
acting minister when I am away and I thank him for his
comments.

I am not going to
cover all the details that he covered because he did
mention a lot of things that we are doing in the Labrador
area. Now, I wrat to say a few things about my association
with Labrador. Unfortunately, I have not travelled
extensively. I have been in Cabinet five years and I
have been in Labrador four or five times. Perhaps as
a minister I have most frequently visited Nain and Makkkovik,

Hopedale and Davis Inlet. I have been there three times in
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MR, HOUSE: a five vear pericd.
MZ. GOUDIE: Hear, hear!
MR. HOUSE: I have been to Western

Labrador and, of course, to Goose Bay - Happy Valley.
Unfortunately, I have not been to any place south of
Cartwright. I was trying to get there while I was
Minister of Education, but things worked against my
getting there. But I might say that I have travelled
enough there to get an appreciation of the problems
and to perhaps gather some of the feelings about
what people think about Labrador.

Yesterday I picked
up a document in the back of the room there, I believe
it was thereport of the Snowden Commission, which was
a commission that was set up to look at the problems
in Labrador, and to look at the basic needs and so on.
That document,there in the back of the Assembly, points
out what has been done to date on the resolutions.
There were five or six resolutions there which pertained
to health. I am happy to say that practically - I
believe all of them, all but the one related to
transportation, or ambulance services, are in the
process of being carried out or have been completed,
and I think that is very good.

When we think of the
ambulance, and I will say something further on this, I
will elucidate when I get down into the meat of what I
have to say, that we cannot forget that there is a fair
measure of ambulance service there now. -

Now, I just want to
talk about the last couple of times I have been in
Labrador, when I looked at the facilities we have there.
As I have said, some of the results of the Snowden

Commission pointed out what things were needed and, of
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MR. HOUSE: course, as I looked
at it, we are getting these clinics, stations along
the coast in practically every small community in the
Labrador area, and these are only good, obviocusly,
to bring what I call the primary services. IZ you
go to places like Nain, for instances, I will use that
as an example, and other places where we are building
new cliniecs, you will f£ind out that we are putting
facilities there to give primary, what I call, life-
saving services.

ind, of course, there
is transportation to get to other centres in the
Province, particularly from the coast of Labrador.

That is being done, but we recognize that it is not

BLB
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AR. W.HOUSE: adequats and I recngnize whaz

my good friend behinpd me saii here

enouch specialist. service in the Province, not talk of on
the Island part of the Province or here in St. John's, not

talk of the rest. And that is something that is going to

icult to overcome and I would say with a populaticn
5% £5.0800 people in Labradcr cr thereabou: it is going teo
be difficult to get certain kxinds of specialists even if
they were available becaus2, for instance, in this Province,
vou take neurosurgery - I will uwse chat as one particular
incident - we have two neurosurgecns. Thev think and we
think we need three and we think that the kind of disci-
pline that neurocsurgerv is that they should be oparating
together and perhacs there should be cnly one cantra -
indeed there is onlv one centre. And I had a talk with a
fellow during a little episode in Latrador who said that a
relative of his.had a brain hemorrhage or something while
he was in - a brain hemorrhage, I think it was, the exact
words he used - while he was in Halifax; had he not bean
there it was not likely he would have lived.

I submit to you, you would not
be able to have a brain surgeon, for instance, in Labrador.
I do not think he would be a brain surgeon very long because
there would not be enough work there to keeo him current, I
would submit. 2nd with a sparse population like we have,
not only on the Labradcr portion but here on the Island
portion, it is very difficult all these kinds of services.

Now there are twenty-four or
twenty-five doctors in Labrador, 200 nurses, about thirty-
five of these are cur Department of Fealth nurses whe are

working under, of course, the IGA, and there are a lot cf
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surprised to oo to the hosonital and see a team of our

professionals, I suppcse, paysiotherapists and cccupational

ot

herapists, there working with the doctors and these went

rom there into Hapzy Valley - Goose 3ay and, of course,

tn

providing that kind of scecial service. Wow what I am
leading to is that I think we are improving continuously
but we know we cannot and we are not civinc an adecuate
service,but we are making improvements all the time.
Now, Mr. Speaker, we hear
a2 lo*t about the idea of l‘edicare and there are two of
three terms in Medicare that we talk about. aAnd one
of the terms is 'accessibility', ‘every o=2rson 1n Canadz
should have reasonable access to medical szrvices’ and
of course, we are asking Judge tmmet Eall to-
define that more fully for us oecause if there are all

. - - L5 . . s
kinds of medical service in Montreal cr here,lf I

am outside of here 1t is not so accessible, the Medicare

that I reguire is not so accessible as it would be if

by . . s e L3
T were here. And the same thing applies to Nain or Jackson's

Arm in my district or in any -other community in remote
Newfoundland. %hat we think we have to do and what we
think we should be doing is trying to at least make it
as accessible as possible and conseguently that we shomld
be looking at some kind of an ambulance programme like we
have,and I say on the Island portion of the Province or
in Newfoundland and Labrador we have one of the better
ambulance services.

Right now, for instance,
thewmember for Trinitv - Bay de Verde, (Mr. F. Rowe) I

think, mentioned putting dollar signs on people's lives.

The fact is -
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MR, F. ROWE:
on them.

MR. W. HOUSE:

able te pay their way, of course,

free ambulance service.

Tape Xo. 326 oW -

fInaudible) putting a price tag

The fact is wnere pecple are noct

right now we do have pecple getting

Thers is no guestion about that and they

are getting the same service as we are getting hers cn the Island.

AN HON. MEMBER:
MR. W, HOUSE:

AN HON. MEMEER:

e e, = — e

That is not true.
Yes, they axe.

No, they are not.
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MR. W. HQUSE: Yes, they are. The government

plane will go in and if they are indigent people, tie Welfare will pay
for their ambulance service if they have to come cut.

MR. S. NEARY: Buet they are indigent people.

How about the working class people?

MR. W. HOUSE: 1f they are working class people right
now and the plane goes in for them, they do not have to pay either, but

if they come out on E.P.A., they do.

MR. S. NEARY: How often does the government plane (inaudible)
MR. W. HOUSE: Well, she has gone in in emergencies.
MR. S. NEARY: There are only a few places she can get

in now. Do not be talking such foolish nonsense.

MR. W. BOUSE: Mr. Speaker, she can get into two places
and, besides that, on the Labrador Coast there are planes on charter for
that very purpose, to bring them in to Happy Valley - Goose Bay or in to
St. Anthony. And that is a service, of course, that is net

in any other part, but we recognize that is a very necessary service and
cne that we are happy to be part of.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot let this go
without, of course, making some reference to thes Internatiocnal Grenfell
Association and the service they have given there, and, of course, the
other hospital in the Western part, the Jackman Hospital, and the serxvice
that beard is giving.

One of the recommendations of the Snowdon
Commission was to have more local input into the administration of the health
system in Northern Newfoundland and Labrador, and that is, of course,
more or less setting up, perhaps, a local becard.

We have been in negotiations with the
Internaticnal Grenfell Association and the people in Northern Newfoundland
and Labrador with respect to that particular proposition. We made an
announcement a month age that we are in the process of setting up a board
that will have representation from all the areas served by the International

Grenfell Association, and there is a task force set up looking at the
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MR, W. HOUSE: holéings of the I.G.A. and we are
in discussion about what will be dene with that. So that particular
resolution, then, of the Snowdon Commission will be completed. The
board is just about in place, and I am sure that will give the local
pecple mere input and more a feseling of being part of their own
geovernment,

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I said,
I think it is reasonable. I think the member for Torngat Mountains
(Mr. G. Warrer) was aware of the fact that some time ago when I was

in Labrador, when we were therz as a Cabinet -

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes.
MR. W, HOUSE: - there was a brief presented and

I responded to the brief there, statinc that we are looking at some
options to try to bring more eguality cf ambulance services to the
Province, particularly as it pertains to Labrador. I talked to,

I believe, the members for all the districts in Labrador and told

them the same thing. So I was kind of surprised toc see the resolution
come up. But I am very happy to see the resolution on the Order Paper
because it gives us a chance tO: point out some of the things that we
are doing in Labrador and gives us a chance to say that we are looking
at this particular kind of programme, some kind of programme to be able
to make ambulance services more accessible.

I have had cases where peogple have
told me, and one particular case where a fellow told me that he had to
have, I believe, something like five seats on Air Canada from Wabush out
and he had some escort service, and it cost him, I believe, in the final
analysis, something like $2,200. I think that is the most exorbitant one.
Some of that was offset, of course, by some kind of insurance, but the
fact remains ;t was too costly. We recognize this.

aAnd I had a number of cases where
they talked about the §1,000 costs and so on.

So, Mr, Speaker, we are very happy to

associate ourselves with this resoluticn because we want to see that kind

of thing immediately.
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MR, §. NEARY:
rasolution?

MR, W, HDUSE:

Tape 327 EC - 3

Are you going to vote for the

Am I going to vote for the resclution?

Oh, yes, I am going to vote for the resolution.

I just want to make one little commenc

with respect to the medical school before I -
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MR. W. HOUSE:
there is some reference that only ninety people are practising,as
my good friend behind me spoke about that - that is true but the
last two classes have not got the ability to - they can not
practice yet because they are interning so there are ninety-five
of the graduates who are actually working in the Province under
certificate and there are fifty-five others who are interning.
So we can not say that these fifty-five are not still in the
Province, some of them may not return to the Province but
certainly a percentage of these will be back.

The other thing, this is
some information -
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
MR. W. HOUSE: I do not know I just got to
pass it along here that the mempder for Trinity - Bay de Verde (Mr.

F. Rowe) spoke about MCP picking us costs of out of province,

I guess.
AN HON. MEMBER: (Inacdible)
MR. W. HOUSE: Yes, but not in transportation.

That is only in the -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. W. HOUSE: Yeg, not in transportation. That
is only in the actual medical costs and the hospital insurance.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am not going
te say much more about this because I think all I wanted to do was
reiterate that we have talked about this, we are looking at
programmes, we know that there are some inequitable situations,
and I do not know what time anything could happen but certainly
we favour this. It is a good, as I said, compassionate resolution,
one that I want to associate:.myself with and I think we all
associate ourselves with jit., So I will just say that I am going to
support the resoclution., Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
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MR. SPEAKER (Baird): The hon. member for Eagle FRiver.

MR. E. HISCOCX: I am very »leaseéd to be able to
talk on behalf of the motion sponsored by the member for Torngat
Mountains (Mr. G. Warren) and again I express my sympathy to him
and to his family of the death ir their immediate family.

This is a proposal that is really
long overdue, the air ambulance service in Labrador., It has been
pointed out that anywhere in the Island part of our Province, )
Newfoundland , that if you need to be transferred from a hospital
in Roddickton to St. John's it is only fifty dollars.

A couple of things have been
mentioned,and I was going to speak in a little bit more (inaudible),
but there are couple of things that I want to bring up in particular
that I found a little bit disturbing. Cne was the member for
5t. John's Centre (Dr. P, McNicholas):basically he ended up saying
that with our priorities and getting cur priorities right that
basically we, as the members of the House of Assembly, should
not accept a pay increase until the oil flows..- I weould give the
member from St. John's Centre of having that basically in his
mind and really feeling that it could be done. But I regret to say
that in serving in my district of Eagle River,which is one of the
largest in land mass, not in populaticn,that I can not do it
on my salary. I was making the same salary as when I was teaching
and yvet now I am expected to visit, I am expected to pay air fares,
I am expected to pay transportation by boats and getting me from
A to B, So the member from St. John's Centre who has a thriving
business and I am sure a salary well in excess of what most people
make in this House,6and maybe with some-éiher menker= could easily
do away and say, "Okay, I will not accept the increase." But again
we must come back to the realities that it is not being realistic.

Another point I am concerned
about is of-the attitude the Province is taking, 'Wait until the

oil comes.' What are the people in my district going to do when they
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MR. E. HISCOCK: want an increase of money sc that
they can get a motor,so they can get their boat? The oil is not
going to affect the people in my district. The only way it is going
to affect the people in my district in Labrador is that the
provincial government is going to be taking money that needs to

be spent in my district and in other rural areas of Newfoundland

and taking it
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MR. E. HISCOCK: and bringing in the infrastructure
of the oil here in St. John's and on the Avalon Peninsula. So that
is all the oil is going to affect us. Ve are going to see a down-
grading of services before the services actually come up because-

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inawdizle) do net think so.

M3, T. HISCOCK: We just heard from the member £from
St. Jonn's Centre (Dr. McNicholas) saying you cannot have your
because we cannot afford it, but when we get the oil you can affoxd
it.

S0 I will go on and point out that
basically if government had its orioritiss right and had an eféic-
ient form of government, that we c;uld easily well afford two hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars for the air ambulance service. We
could easily afford maybe ten millien or twenty million or twentyv-

five million if the government itself had an efficient form of govern-

rment and efficient form of tax collection.

AN HON. MEMBER: Come on now (imaudible).
MR. E. HISCOCK: Well, I only will be reporting what

the Auditor General will say, so you can say about the Auditor Gen-
eral that, DO not complain to me, complain to him.

The other one I am a kit concerned
with is that the Minister of Kealth(W. House) said sparse population
and I have spcken in the House before and I will continue to speak
in my term, as long as I am elected in this House, that this is an
attitude that we have to overcome. If we continue to lock at ser-
vices to be given in this Province in sparse population, then a good
many of our rural areas of Newfoundland and Labrador are not going
to get the facilities that they deserve because thev do not have the
populations.

The Minister of Mines and Energy

(L. Barry) ended up saying that the peorle in Pinsent Arm, basically
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MR. E. EISCCCK: cannot have power tecause they do
not have the number of houses, they do not have their whatever and
we cannot afford, as a Province, to start encouraging small places,
inderendent that are self-sufficient.

Roads to various cormunities cannot
be built because they are excessive of the amount of money that is need-
ed and available to this Province. Schools, hospital construction
oxr clinic construction, you do not just have the porulation to warr-
ent it. Aané I can go around the South Coast, the South Coast of
Gaultois, Eermitage, basically cannct have it. Wwhy? Because the
topulation. And yet Gaultois is one of the most paving towns in this
Province, and yet it cannot have the facilities because the govern-—
ment says that it cannot afford i:.

The attiztude, as I said, towards
Labrador and towards rural areas is that if vou have the population
you can have it. If you do not have the porulation,then vou cannot
have it. We have hearé that, if I may sav, from the past Liberal
Government also, as well as the Conservative Sovernment for the past
severn years,and it looks like that we are going to have it for the
next three or four years accoréing to the ministers that are stand-
ing up,and the civil servants. When I write the civil servants and
the ministers asking for various things in my distriect, I arm told,

You have tco sparse a populetion ani we cannot afford it! 2nd yet

we a;e rearing the benefits of Lakrador by way of taxation frer

Iron Ore Company cof Canada, increase of taxation of mirerals of revenue
by Brinco. The Minister of Fimance (Dr. J. Collins) basically asks where
would the money come from? And the member for St. John's Centre

(Dr. McNicholas) as well as most of the government officials asks, where
will it come from? Wwe have oil rigs drilling of Hopedale and also off
Cartwright. I would assume that they pay a royalty or they pay an
exploration fee,Could we not take a little bit away from that and put
it towards the air ambulance service? We end up getting annually

$24 million dollars from the Upper Churchill - even though we should be
getting $500 million-but we get $24 million or $25 million, Could we

not take a quarter of a million away from that and give towards air
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MR. E. HISCOCK: ambulanea? e =ls~ have the Iren

Cre Cormpany of Canada in Labtrador City ané Wabush Mines in wabush.
Could we not take 2 bit of the taxation that they ené up paving to the
coverrment and give towards air ambulancel W= have our fish procucts .
<he fish plant here in St. Jchn's derencds on fish that it cets off the
Northern cod, also rlaces on the South Coast, Eartour Grace znd various
other areas. Could we not tzke a little bit of revernue that thev pav in
and cive towards air ambulance? Mining exploration in Labradorieach

vear I belsive it is at least two or three rillien dcllars in minine
exploraticn and mest of chis itsslf takes nlace in Labrador, As 2
ressult we have the find of Kitts-Michelir. Xere we have the Xitts-
Hichelin crmjects which is coing to ke coring on stream and the
taxation is gaid mavbe we could take a small taxatiorn frem that

and give towards the air ambulance sarvice. The fish products itsels

are havinc fishermem coming frem
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MR. HISCCCK: Conception Bav and coming down to Labrador.
Maybe the payments that they give in tc the government,we could have it.
In the Auditor General's repcrt he ended up mentioning the various
expenditures in this area - that if the government - the collection of
Rural Develorment, for example, on pages ten and sixteen, the collection
of Rural Development Authority loans are not being pursusd - over §7 million
and these loans are not beino pursued,and we are talking about $250,000.That
is orly one - }7 million. Collection of the receivables is not being
pursued. The Department of Municional affairs, $1,781,500.63 are not

being pursued. The Department of Finance, taxes of $3,712,182 not paid,
$3 million, almost $4 million not being paid. WNon-collection of certain
forest managsment tax not being pursued, not being cocllected, not even
crganizsd. Retail sales tax not paid to the Province: It pae increased
in 1978, to March 31st, 1978, to the 31st of March, 1979 - $10 million.
So, if you take the $10 million and the $3 million and the $7 million

and the $1 million, T think I am almost up to about $3MN million, and we
are being told that we cannot afford $250,000. Surely we have a much to Le
desired ( Inaudible) efficient form cof government, of taxation and that.
Mavbe this £orm of govermment that we have now is that the government

is sc concerned with getting the pot of gold at the and of the rainbow
that we are not concerned with running our jouse in an efficient form

of order that we should be doing now, that come in the future we will

have so much that we can afford to get rid of $10 million. We can afford
to get rid of $6 million or $3 million, but I say to ycu and I say to

the government and I sav to the people of this House, that when I have
fishermen in my.di;trict who have to gc out to Petty Harbour and Triangle
and various other areas on the coast, who do not even have a phone, in

the Summer and yet they go out and fisk there and bring in new dollars

to this Province and cannot even get as much as a phone, they basically
ask the guestion - $30 million not beirg collected because of inefficiency
of government. How can I explain that teo them, when I have a place

down in my district ,a‘school, a one-room school, kindergarten to

Grade 10 with two teachers in it and only one exit and a wood stove in

the middle of the centre; and another schoel, from kindergarten to
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MR. HISCOCK: Grade 10 with one teacher? It is suppcsed
to have another teacher but because of accommodation, cannot getone;
another classroom down there the same way. Basically, what I am told
about this with the 2uditor General of almost $30 million is not being
collected, I can easily tell you what could be done with $30 million
in my district. Another one that was pointed out is that where could
we get the money. If this government had been planning and had the
correct type of people and advisors, we would not have lost $150 million
of trying to get a tunnel across the Strait of Belle Isle ané had a big
blow-up in Flowers Cove and another one in L'Anse-Amour and now it is
all there andwhat is there is a hole in the ground. That is where
you could get $250,000,from that.

So when we hear the governmernts and the
various ministers talking about we cannot afforc: it, we cannot afford
it, I basicallw wa=17+ have to ask the question, can we not afford itor
kasically that we do not want to. we do not want to give the Opposition
here any credit that, ves, this is a very, very good private member's
motion. The Minister of Health (Mr. House) said himself, "I talked with
the member from Torngat (Mr. Warren) and I am surprised he brought it
in", He is surprised that he brought it in. The member from Torngat
is surprised he alsoc brought it in., He felt that the only way of
bringing it in we may get it, but yet the government is ‘basically
saying, ves, it is a good motion but we really cannot afford it because
if it goes through, then the member from Torngat and this side might
get a little bit of credit. But I would say to the people and the
government and also the people in my district and in Labrador, they

do not care in the long term who gets the credit,
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MR. HISCOCK: who gets the credit
as long as that family who needs to get five seats to
go to St. John's with their child, or with their
complication in pregnancy or whatever. We are not
that small. In the short-term, sure, we will try to
make political points, but in the long-term what
will it do to us? We are here basically to give a
betterment service to our Province and to our people.
I regret that the
Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Northern
Development (Mr. Goudie) = yves,he is. In the
speech last week the Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development locked at me and basically
ended up saving the salmon lodge on the Eagle River,
that was operated by the armed Zorces, and here they
had a helicopter stationed there at all times taking
the salmon away and not doing anything, and basically
it was supposed to be a survival camp. I was a
little bit surprised, really, when he directed his
gquestion at me. I travelled on the Eagle River, yes.
I made it a point of going through the full district.
But I was amazed that the minister would direct the
guestion at me and more or less almost say, basically,
'You are responsible for that lodge down there, and
if you had any choice in that you would get rid of it'.
But it is the Departments of Lands and Forests and
Tourism which gave them the lease. And the criticism,
if I may say that, the criticism that the member had
of the Royal Canadian Armed Forces, who have their
lodge there - and there is salmon fishing there and
from what I can gather, there is some abuse of power
too, but I am not in a position to say. I mean, the
government has to investigate it, they have the people

to classify that and say it.
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MR. HISCOCK: But basically what
ends up happening, as I was told by the people from
Paradise River and Cartwright, is that the heliccpter
is there, stationed at all times,and they have had
search and rescue efforts and those helicopters which
were based there by the armed fcrces actually did go
and deliver people to Goose Bay or ended up

delivering to various other areas. So I am not pro

or con towards the lodge there itself, but I am -
seeing the minister brought it vp, I will bring this
up publicly now in the House. There is another lodge
down on the Eagle River that never even had a licence,
and never even had a grant to operate, was down the
river three or four miles and by squatters' rights
moved up to the main part of the river and is still
operating without a licence and without a grant and

is complaining that this armed forces lodge is over
there andlthey are taking away all the credit, and
they are taking away - and they have the best salmon
holes and that. So when the minister turns around and
gets up and talks about Eagle River, I suggest to him
to look into the other areas there are operated by

Mr. Power from Goose Bay. Can we really, when we talk
about salmon conservation, have lodges that are operating
that really do not have licences and that? So I think
if we are going to criticize we should criticize on
both sides.

The resolution itself,
air ambulance into Labrador to provide services to other
parts of the area, there is no guestion about it and I
will be an extremely éurprised aﬁd an extremely disappointed
person in this House if, when the budget is brought aown -
and after pointing out that over $30 million of non-
collected money, of the inefficiency of this government,

that I would say that the government will have to do some
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ME. HISCOCK: explaining after,
whv thev cannot afforé $250,000. Our budget is §1
billion and here we are asking for $250,000. It is
the equivalent of twenty-five cents of a thousand.
If somebcdv had one thousand dellars and asked for
twenty-five cents, you would tura arocund and you
would just give it like that. And vet, here we ars
talking about $250,000 out of $1 billion, we have
over $31 million or more not collected, so I would
turn around and recommend to the Minister of Finance
(Dr. Collins) to get a better form of efficient
government,of collecting taxation. To the Minister
of Bural, Agricultural and Northsrn Development

(Mr. Goudie), get his department in shape. To the
Minister of Lands and Forests (Mr. Power), get his

department in shape.
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MR. E. HISCCOCK: Basically 2y doing that we no% onlv have

3253,000 for our air ambulance service but we woulé have
$25 million for schooll for hospitals, mavke the school ocut

in Grand Falls could ke tuilt if we had a more efficient

form of taxation. Thank vou.

SOME HCMN. MEMRERS: Eear ,hezar!

MR. SPEAXER (Butt): The hon. member £for Placentia.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

O]

MR. W. PATTEREON: Mr. Speaker, I would like to

congratulate the mover of this mcticen. It is certaialy an
excellent moticn and I have learned about Labrador/I must
say,listerning to the various speakers. But this savage.
unwarranted attack on the government a few minutes ago by
the last speaker, the member for Eagle River (Mr.
Hiscock) telling us where we can get the mcney, I can tell
you where we can get the money;with $6530 million going =into

Hydro Quebec because the Giveaway Boys «the Jack in the

Beanstalk BOYS give away everything over there.

Al HON,MEMBEFR: We had to do with that.
MR. ¥. PATTERSON: I can tell you if we had the

$60 million out at Come by Chance,we certainly could provide

the ambulance services and much more that thev are asking for.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:

MR. W. PATTERSON: If we had the $250 million that

the Liberals wasted out in Stephenville we certainly could
provide that.

AN HON. MEMBER: {Inaudible) going to do (inaudible}’

MR. W. PATTERSON: If we had the¢ milliens that went

into the hoekey stick plant, the electric light plant, and the

chain link fence plant and the magnesia plant all put there

by the Liberals ,we could do it. I would say that you are

distorting and maligning this motion. It is an excellent
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MR. W. PATTERSON: motion and we ars gcinT to suprort
it on this side ©f the House. Sut all this trash! If you are

looking for something from somekody,vou do not go around
insulting them or using the pecple sick in Labrador as
nostages for your cheap volitical well-beirng.

SOME EON, MEMBRERS: Eear, hear!

MR. W, PATTERSON: You talk ateut covernment planning.

We just look back a few years,and we have seen all the planning

all the plans go up in smoke.

=

HON. MEMBER: {Inaudikble)

LN

{R. W. DPATTERSON: The $€70 million as I mentioned

trhat is geoing into Evdro Quebec and we are getting $7 million.
Where were vour priorities then, you were not there but it was
a Liberal philesphy, a giveaway philosopiy.

AN HOY. MEMBER: You have been in nine years.Do some*hing about it.

MR. W. PATTERSCON: We are going to do something about

it but you do not do everything the first few dayvs vou are in
there.aAnd if you had stood up here today and supported that
motion,as vour hon. friendwho introduced it would likes you
to do andéd forget your partisan politics! Do not put the

sick of this countrv, do not use them as hostages. Do not

push them ahead of your forces, the cripplaed and the dying
just because you think they are going to earn you a few wotes.

You will get your number in the next election. I am going to

support this motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. F. ROWE: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Butt): A point of order, the hon. member

for Trinity - Bay de Verde.

MR. F. ROWE: Mr. Speaker, we have had a very
good debate up until this point and I think the hon. member
presently speaking is definitely out of corderx. I do not
know which edition of Beauchesnes I have here but it is on

page 130 that, "The imputation of bad motivés, or motives
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ifferent from those aciknow-

m

MR. F. ROWE:
ledged, misrepresenting the language of another, or accusing
him, in his turn, of misrzoresentation, chazrging him with
falsehood or deceit; cor contemptuous or insulting lancmage

of any kind; all these are unpariiamentarv ané call for
prompt interference." liow, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member
presently speaking said that the hon. member wiao nad last
spoken,the member for Fagle Rivar (’r. Hiscock) ,#was pushing
the deaé, the dvinag and the sick fer his own political

gains. I weuld suggsst, Sir, that that is certainly imputing
mctives in this Houss ané I wenld ask tha hon. member to

withdraw and refrain from making these kinéd of inflamatory

MR. SPEAKEZR (3utt): To the point of order, the hon.

1R. V. MARSERLL: Mr. Speaker, in the first place

the hon. member does nct ask the other hon. member tc with-
draw and avologize; any withdrawal has to come from the
Chair. That is nunber one: number two,the point of order
is specious,it is without foundatien and it is got no
validity whatsoever,

AN HON. MEMBER

T
ME

. W. MARSHALL: It is a waste of the fime of the

hon. member teo bring it up.Certainly you can get up ancd you can
cite Beauchesne all the hon. gentleman wishes to,and you are
not allowed to ascribe motives to people, you are not allowed
to insult people, The hon. gentleman was not ascribing notives,
the hon. gentleman was ncot insulting psople. What the hon.
gentleman was doing, he was responding in the debate. 'to the
charges made by the hon. gentleman ~ and the hon. gentlemen
actually because they have been eminating from that side of

the House in this debate to the effect that there would be more

money available if the government found it ,and referring to the

Auditor General's report and what have vou. Now
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MR. MARSHALL:

all I heard the hon. sentleman savy was not a
or imputing motives or anvthing, he was encag

debate, My. Speaker. All he was deoing was sp

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Eear. hear!

MR. SPEAXKER (BUTT): To the point of

of discussion durxing a Private Member's npotio
breoadening out and geing beyond the barriers,
I would ask the hon. gentleman Zrom Placentia
to confine his remarks to the mot_on.

The hon. member

(]

QME HCN. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. S

not have drawn polities into this debate but
and savage attack made on the government. It
issue. They know we =re going to support it

is no doubt at all about that.

AN EOMN. HMEMBER: Then bring it in
¥MR. NEARY: We do not know t
MR, PATTERSON: Oh, wvou can be s

The Miniscer of Health -

AN HOM., MEMBER: Put it throuch.

=

MR. PATTERSO Ycu will see whe

=

on ift. It is not a matter of money. It is ¢
& matter of money. it is 2 matter of analyzi
it and I must say that I have learned guite a
cenditions in Labrador,althougn I spent consi
in the North, in Greenlznd where things were

And I lived in Newfoundland in the 1930's whe

IB~%

mattar of insult

ed in rationzal

eakiag the facts.

oréer, the realm

n is rather

we will savy,and
{Mr. Patterson)

for Placentia.

peaker. I would
for the unwarranted
is & motherhood

over here. There

hat.

ure of that.

n the vote comes

ertainly act

ng the facts of
bit about the
derable vears
much worse,

n things were

10,000 times worse and we all Xnow there is need for change,

but there is not snough money in the werld to

bring about

all the changes that are necessary. But I am going to support

the motion and I am sure that most members of
will support it, Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (BUTT): The hon. member for St. Barbe.

MR. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I would like to

have a few words cf support on the resolution put forth by

my colleague from Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren) . Actually

I am myself disturbed to think that we have in the past up
until this time, in the last good number cf years, s=zen fit

to neglect such an needy thing as an ambulance service in

the Labrador. It seems to me that we have reasonably good
amkulance services in our Province at this time. I represent
a district on the Northern Peninsula that is the gateway to
Labrador. We have a ferry becat there which,mind you,leaves
much to be desired but it is all in the system, a network

of transportation,mind vou,that leads to the facilities that
we have on the Island part of the Province. Sometimes we

are unhappy with the ambulance service that we have because

of the strategy in which it ié placed,like sixty miles away
froﬁ the emergency that might arise,but we can usually overcome
it. I am very anxious myself and prokably I should not even
be taking up the time of the House of Assembly at this time
because I understand now it looks like we are going to have
full support of this resolution.

So probably I am wasting the time
of the hon. House, Mr. Speaker. I would like to remind the
hon. House, Mr. Speaker, that the cost of living in Labrador
is, I feel, much, much higher presently than on the Island
portion of the Province, the cost of living is higher.Before
we start onm the non-existent ambulance service,the tax structure
in itself generates,I would suggest,probably enough revenue
to support an air ambulance service, just the SSA tax probably,
possibly in itself in the inflated cost of living in Labrador.

I would also like to remind the
hon. gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, in this House of Assembly that
Labrador is made up basically of people whe have gorne across

there from the Island and they are all the same people, really
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and truly thev are all the same people. They are Islanders
first of all and then they have moved ovar to make a living
in Labrador and up until this tims we have seen fit to

deny them & lot of the services, a lot of the benefits and

privileges
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MR. BENNETT:

that we take for granted. We take it for granted on the
Island. The longer we take the people of Labrador for granted,
if indeed we do,the easier it makes for them to be unhappy

and disgruntled and the casier it makes for our neighbors

to the South to infiltrate *the ranks. The greater the wedge

of division becomes between the Island part of the Province

and the Labrador part of the Province,the heavier that wedge
gets driven home. i think everybody in this hon. House would
be reluctant to widen the gap of unity and compassion that we
presently have for the people in Labradocr. We are all the same
peocple. We have all,I feel,unanimously agreed that we have to
provide the service. If we cznnot provide it in the form of
specialized personnel on the Labrador,I feel myself it probably
might cost a lot less money to provide a service of transportation
so that the people in Labrador could come to the Island portion.
It would cost a lot less money,l feel,to bring peocple from
Labrador to the specialized services that we have in every
form, medical and many other forms of service. So I think it
is a saving on the part of the gcvernment to introduce an
ambulance service for Labrador in lieu of having to provide

the service in Labrador itself.

I tkink at this time we dare notnot
recognize the plight, I think we dare notnot recognize and
support this resolution-and this I feel is one of many resolutions
that might very well see fit or see a need of support from
the hon. House. I feel that we need say very little more in
support. I feel that a lot has been said in support of an
air ambulance service and I question now if we will accomplish
a lot more. I think the mind of the minister and the minds
of the rest of the representatives in this hon. House of
Assembly, Mr. Speaker, are made up. I think they are going
to support this bill and I would like to congratulate them
and thank you for bearing with me. Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAXKER (BUTT): The hon. member for MNenihak.
SOME HON. MEMBZRS: Bear, hear!
MR. WALSH: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I most certainly

support this motion and I do not think it just asslies to
Labrador. There are other areas of cur Province whers it

can be Instituted. I am sure other wmembers of the House wili

ge along with that. I did not bring my six-shooters. I am

not a believer of this shooting back and forth acrcss ths
House. I think we should get on with the business cof governing

this Province, what we were elected for. wWe

)

fairs o

"

the a
can go back into time: I have been a resident of Labrader
for twentv-one yvears and to say, wne should nave instituted
what, I have been informed by my cclleague, the Minister of
Eealth (Mr. House)that they are working on this situation.

g

1ave every confidence ;and like my colleague from Eagle River

(Mxr. Hiscoeck) I will be rather disappointed if there is

not something there dealing with this situacicn. So in
concluding very shortly, Mr. Speaker, I dc suppert the motion
but not just on the Labrador regign. I think this applies to

2 lot of other arezs in the Frevince, the Southern Shore.

LS

My friend Zrom up the Northern Peninsula, I am sure it

comes in effsct there and different other zlaces. Anyway I

dc support the motion wholeheartedly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member Eor Grand Bank.
SCOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, heax!

MER. THOMS: 2 roval commission would certainly

be a good idea, Mr - sMiunister.
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MR. L. TEOMS: Mr. Speaker, it gives me a great

deal of pleasure to support this resolutior calling for, basically I

guess you could call an improved ambulatory service in Labrador. I

know Labrador fairly well,I have made several visits to the Scuth

Coast of Labrador- Forteau, Pinware, 2dlatok - and also, of course,

I worked for quite some time in the Labrador City area with the Iron

Ore Company of Canada. It is a matter that to a certain degree I

have had some personal awareness of and that is the inadequacy of the
ambulance service in Labrador. This past, I guess, eight or ten months
ago my niece had to be flown from Labrador City to a hospital here in

St. John's, In order for that to hazppen they had to take up some, I
believe, ten seats with Eastern Provincial Airways. Coming along was

her husband, doctor, and the nurse,and they took the milk run from
Labrador City. I am surprised they got here in time for the baby to

be born at all. But, Mr. Speaker, that particular trip cost those two
young people, about twenty-four, twenty-five years of age, first child,
seme $3,000, some $3,000. Now, as far as my district is concerned, the
district of Grand Bank,of course, we have a pretty good ambulance service.
For a minimal cost a person can be transported from Lawn,or St. Lawrence,
or Grand Bank, or Grand Beach into St. John's probably under three hours,
that is when the Department of Transportation and Communications,of course,
can get the road clear. A short time ago, of course, we could not get a
patient from Lord's Cove down to St. Lawrence because of the road condi-
tions. So from a point of view of my own district that is one complaint
that I have not had since June 18, is a complaint about the ambulance

services. But I think the people of Labrador -

MR. STAGG: Have you been there since?
MR. L. THOM3. Yes, I have beern there since. Going

dowr. on the twenty-first, Are you coming along? I hope all hon. members
on the other side of the House will take advantage of the Mockey Night in

Newfoundland to be staged in Fortune on the twenty-first of this month.
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If vou get hurt, if my friend the
member from Stephenville (Mr, Stagg) gets hurt,then I will make sure there
is an ambulance to bring him back to St., John's.

Well, Mr, Speaker, as I said the
ambulance services in my district,we have nothing to complain about.

But obviously,
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MR, L. THOMS: the ambulance services in Labrador
are not what they should be, For a minimum of fifty dollars a
person can be transported from Grand Bank to St. John's where the
hospitals are here to take care of their particular needs. But

as an example that I stated -

MR. S. NEARY: De not let that deter you.
MR. L. THOMS: - ambulance services from Labrador

City to St. John's can cost a working couple on fixed incomes in
Labrader City or Wabush or Goose Bay or Happy Valley or Hopedale, or
Nain some $2,000 or $3,000 and it is not covered, as I understand it,
by MCP.

It disturbs me, Mr, Speaker,
though, to hear the Minister of Finance (Dr. J. Collins) speak -
I guess he is speaking in support of this particular resolution -
to hear him say that he agrees with the resolution, it is a good
resolution, the people of Labrador deserve what they are asking
for, deserve what this resoluticn is calling for but we have
to wait until Hibernia and Ben Revis come ashore before we can
give them those minimal services.

MR. S. NEARY: There is a price tag on the
health of our people.
MR, L. THOMS: . Mr. Speaker, I mean, that is

real rank Tory thinking.

MR. S. NEARY: Blue bloods.
MR, L. THOMS: Rank Tory thinking. Out of a

budget of $1 billion, if my friemnd from Menihek (Mr., P. Walsh),
Naskaupi (Mr. J. Goudie), my two friends on this side of the House
from Labrador, Torngat Mountains (Mr. G. Warren) and Eagle River
(Mr. E. Hisco-k). if they can not haul or drag a mere $250,000 out

of a $1 billion budget -

MR. STAGG: What is a million?
MR. L. THOMS: - to provide minimal services to

the people of Labrador -

DR, J. CCLLINS: Where did you get the figure, by the way?
MR. I.. THOMS: Was it you who

mentioned the $250,000? That is the figure that is being tossed
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MR. L. THOMS: around - $z50,00C. It certainly
came from the other side of the House anyway. It is a mere pittance.
No wonder that we go into Labrador and hear people talk of
separatism, no wonder.! All they are asking for is a mere $250,000
out of a budget of $1 billion. Surely, the government of this Province -
MR. F. STAGG: (Inaudible)
MR. S. NEARY: 'Frank' could sguander that muach
in one dav.
MR, L. THOMS: If the cap fits, I say to the
member from Stephenville (Mr. F. Stagg), wear it. If you are a
separatist why do you not come out and admit it.

But, Mr, Speaker, the pecple

of Labrador deserve that service, They deserve it.

MR. S. NEARY: Right on.

MR. L. THOMS: They should have it.

SOME HOW. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR, L. THOMS: . And there are plenty of places

that you can take $25,000 here out of the budget or $50,000

there and give the people of Labrador an ambulance service.

MR. S. NEARY: That is $44,000 right there they
can save, look,four security guards.

MR. L. THOMS: Oh, the four security guards, yes.
And there are probably a lot more like that hidden away we know
nothing about. But surely nobedy in this House can say that the

people of Labrador do not deserve a better ambulance service than

they have.

MR. F. WHITE: Hear, hear.

MR. L. THOMS: Ne ore.

MR. S. NEARY: Right] Right on!

MR. L. THOMS: And all it needs is just a
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MR. L. THOMS: sharp pencil come Budget time,
Mr, Finance Minister, just a little sharp pencil and you can give
tc the people of Labrador something that they deserve., And if
members on the other side of the House stand up today and are
counted and are in favour of this resclution and then they fail to

ceme up with the $250,000 -

MR. NEARY: It will just be show, that is all.
¥MR. L. THOMS: That is all. It will just be show.

You might as well stay in vour seats and vote against it.

MR. NEARY: Right, Right on! Insincere.
MR. L. THOMS: If you are for it, do it. Thank vou

very much, Mr.Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMZBERS: Hear, hear;

MR. SPEAKER: (Bairad} The hon. the Premier.

SOME EON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear;

BREMIER PECKFORD: Mr.Speaker, it gives me great pleasure

to be able to rise in my place and to participate in this -debate on
Private Member's pay on a very, very important resolution. First of all,
I guess, Mr. Speaker, I should say I am very pleased that the hon. member

for Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren) - who I do not think is around today,

is he?
AN HON. MEMBER: No, there is a death in the family.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Who for very legitimate reasons is not

present today, I want to compliment the hon. member for moving this
resolution. I think it is a very, very impertant resolution for us to
consider. And I suppose if we do nothing else in this House but to re-
cognize these kinds of social preblems that we have in various regions of
the Provinc:,we have done a great service just by so doing. I was not
here, Mr. Speaker, earlier this afterncon when the Minister of Health
(Mr. House) spoke or other members from this side,but we want to go on

record as linking ourselves with this resolution both in spirit and in
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PREMIER PECKFORD: substance. We believe it is a

resclution that needs to come before this hon. Bouse and that the
government intends to act on the spirit and substance of this resolu-
tion. I suppose there is only a few of us in this hon. House, Mr.
Speaker, who can speak with some degree of authority on Labrador and
the services that should be provided therein. I think last year at

one point in time I dié,during a resolutiom, speak on Labrador in
general terms and there are some of us here who recognize that there
are four or five Labradors. And when pecple talk about Labrador it

sort of colours things because you hear hon. members getting up and
talking about - well, the Island of Newfoundland got this, and the
Island of Newfoundland got that, or this part of the Island of New-
fcundland has this, but Labrador dces not have,or whatever, and they
lump all parts of Labrador into that same scenarioc, into that same
spirit, into that same substance and that is doing a ARisservice to

the people of Labrador. There is the Labrador in the Western part-
Churchill Falls, Labrador City -Wabush area which is mineral-resource
development orientated- will, Churchill Falls is a sort of a company
town sort of speaks for itself - and then L;brador City-Wabush, with its
own problems and advantages is one thing, and hospital and services
that are provided and they still need and want more. They are looking
for'an Arts and Cultural Center, they are looking fer a number of other
important assets, important things that they need socially to their
community down there, very important. Then you have the Labrador which
is North of Rigolet; 1et7u5 )include Rigolet in it. You have Rigolet
itself, and you have Makkovik, Postville, Hopedale, Davis Inlet and
1%&ina, that is the Nerthern Labrador which is more Native, Inuit-
Naskaupi-Mcntagnais orientated than anything else and which has its own
particular problems. I suppose in some ways, in some sanses,one can
classify now the native communities of Labrador as having per capita

more money coming to them than another part of Labrador I will speak
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PREMIER PECKEFORD: of in a few minutes, that there

are more dollars per capita now going directly not only going into

Nain and Davis Inlet and Makkovik and Postville and Rigolet,but going

in there in a block form;, there is block funding going en. We always

talk about this Province in Confederation. We only wish that the day

will come that not only on certain of the things we have now, cost

sharing with the Federal Government, that there was block funding so

that we would have the decision-making power because we here in the
Province have a better understanding of the problems so that, therefore,
we should priorize where the money goes, project wise. Well.the

Northern communities of Canada and of Labrador already have that kind

of power, municipally,on their own lecal level. There is block funding
and per capita funding going on in Nain and Makkovik that we do not get

in municipalities in other parts of Labrador and on the Island. So that
there is that second Labrador,which is zhe Native communities and Northérn
Labrador, which have not done all that bad in total dollar terms. One

can argue with the qualitative part of it and whether they have done well
that way or not in relation to their own lifestyle and in relation to
their own land claims and other factors, but if one has to just cut out
of that qualitative thing and just put a quantitative measurement on it there

is no question that right now not only are there
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PREMIER PECKFORD: substantial funds geing in, but

they are going in a block funding way which allews discretionarv powers
on the local level: This much of it will go into housing; this much
will go into the water system; this much will gc into this kind of
centre and so on. There is a fair amcunt of that geoing on, and there
are a lot of new facilities being provided ongoing, both frem block
funding and other ways. Then vou have the third Labrador, which I

would classify as the Happy Valley-Goose Bay area,which is in a very, very,
very, very depressed state today. The base is closed down, chased out;
you have a few Americans still trhere, I suppose; not vervy manv. The
Canadian government is there, MOT, some of Public Works Canada,

Labrador Linerboard closed down and you had 500 or 600 or 700 more

jobs than you can handle bv Labradorians who wanted to go in the woods,
and so they were brought in from the Island, from mv district,a lot of
them, and other districts around the Province where there was a surplus
of loggers or people looking for work wno did neot mind geing into the
logging business. Now that is a very depressed area, a more semi-urban,
urban kind of setting. They are starting to move out of there with

the Lower Churchill kind of thing trying to come on, and North West River,
geographically located to Happy Valley-Goose Bay but more attached to
Rigolet or Davis Inlet than to Happy Vallev-Goose Bay. What a
socioiogical problem we have there! Sure we can pave the road or

build a new road ard put it there. Sure we can put a fantastic new
bridge across the gut and link up the —wo and here they are, both

of them want to separate municipally. How ironic is it, Mr. Speaker,
that here we are - we have right now one municipality in North West
River, Mr. Minister, we have one municipality on both sides with a
bridge being established, a tangible, concrete ;.no pun intended -
bridge to go across the gut and at tHe same time as that thing is .
happening we have the North and the South sides of the municipality
unanimously agreeing to get out of cne another's hair. Here there

are public funds, Canadian and Newfoundland public funds going into

linking so that you do not have the cable car. I am told by the member
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PREMIER PECXFORD: there are some people present in the

gallery from North West River -
MR. GOUDIE: Chief of the Band Council and the Mayor.

PREMIER PECKFQORD: ~ Chief of the Band Council and the Mayor

in the gallery, ané I am very happv that they are in the gallery.
sous HOM, MEMBERS: Eear, hear.
PRIEMIER BECY¥FORD: So you have that thing happen. You have

the whole guestion, not only from the Inuit people kut from the Naskaupi-
Montagnais people as it relates tc lané claims and what we, as white
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, are coing to do about that. T had a
mesting yesterday with the Micmacs of Coanne River and area about the
whole question of land claims. Here you have it. So, Happy Vallev-Goose
Bav is a third Labrader if, in fact, we say that Nortlr Wwest River is a
part of that second Labrador which is more attached to the Rigolet and Davis
Inlet, Makkovik and Postville, Hopedale, Nain part. 2 fourth Labrador

is that group of communities that stretch from Cartwright to the Summer
Henley Harbour, because there is nobody there in the Wintertime now.
That is a fourth Labrador. That is the Labr;dor, Mr. Speaker, that I
know very, very well, that I have travelled in boat many, manv times.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, I think I could take a boat, a skifl
now from Henley Harbour and leave me alone and I could bring her in

to Rigolet or Cartwright over four or five or six davs - no sweat -

and go into every community along the way without any charts except

the stars any time.

MR. JAMIESON: {Inaudible) right now.
PREMIEP. PECKFORD: Well, if -t did, give me scme oars and

it would take me two or three weeks longer. Give me a July day or a
July month to do it in.

So the fourth Labrader is that area that
stretches - which is no man's land in my view of how I perceive the
people of Newfoundland to undérstand Labradcr. They do not know that
that area exists hardly at all, the Cartwright area and South to
Charlottetown and Square Island area and on into Port Hope Simpson,
George's Cove and Sandy Hook and Williams Harbour, that whole area there

that hardly anybody knows,
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Harbour,which acain is totally different than Rigclet,which
.again is totally different than Happy Valley/Goocse Eavw
which is totally different than Labrador City/Wabush. And

what we have to tzy to do is, first of 211, befors we start

g services to an area is to understand the area.
And I think this resolution, Mr. Speaker, raflects & cencern

that the hon. member has for the Straits area and for that

3

numbar four area, fronm Cartwricht to Henley Harbour and to

some degres,obviously #orshern area and that is what

we are talking about. We are talking about those areas ¢
rLabrador which ars isclatad and which have not the capacity
within themselves right now medicalily to respond in a
competent fashion. -

MR. E. HISCOCK: I only hope that your ministers

will understand Labrador and that fourth area as you do.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Well, I think the hon. member

for Labrador understands it pretty well, understands it a

lot better than I do. But the first thing, Mr. Speaker, is

my point is to understand Labradoer and that there are
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PREMIZR PECKFORD: many Labradors,and after under-

standing that to try to develop policies, medical, educational
which we will respond to the peculiarities of the various areas
because they are all different.

Now, I have, Mr. Speaker, over
the last number of. months,and the government has over the
last number of months,been trying pretty, pretty hard and we
will continue to do over the next number oI weeks and months
to put in place,which is very important for Labrador. that
Coastal Labracdor agreement. That is a substantial effor:
by the Province and by the people of Labrador. 3Because that -
I remember very clearly,I think I was Acting Minister of
Rural Development at the time when we started that paper
ané then we sent it to the Lakrador Resources Advisory
Council and they went out and had their puklic meetings
around the various communities in Labradoxr. Aftef they
camé in with their - it was only after they came in with
their responses that we develored our proposal to DRQE
for the coast of Labrador. So there was a total input

from the pecple in the area.

MR, HISCOCK: {Inaudible) education left out.
PREMIER PECXFORD: Well, for obvious reasons there

was not that much put in there for education,

“R. HISCCCK: {Inaudible) cot out there {(inaudible)

PREMIER PECKFORD: Yes, exactly, exactly,but for

obvious reasons. One had to draw.the line somewhere.

The first thing DREE digé was to laugh at our proposal,

in any case'when we had it up around $50 or $60 or $70 million, to
try t§ taper it tec what they would responsibly negotiate on.

You just cannot include everything as much as you would like

to, somewhere you have to get realistie. Basides which,

there is always this argument over education in any case;
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involved in it.low and then you can vush a few medical clinics
and cther things undey the umbrella of DREE and perhaps get
awav with it, You know, road connections,you can locically

put up an econcmic arcument under which they can garner
fundina. But somewhere there has to be that i1ine and the

hon. Leader of the Opposition (dr. Jamieson) knows ten times
Letter than I do, the hen. member for Burin - Placentia West
(%r. Hollett) %Xnows exactlvy what I am talking about Lkecause

I talked to him about it years eacc,and we both Xnow we are

on the same wavelenagth orn that, that is not an easy process.
It is not an easy process for the new minister in Ottawa

now, the former ministers, or when the Leader of the Opposition
was there. That is a fight! That ig a fight! And vou have
to power and you really have te have leverage in order to
hammer those things through. And the Leader of the Opprosition
in nis time did a pretty good job on fighting that battle as
did the member for Burin - Placentia West, no question and I
know it to be true. They fougnht pretty hard and lots of

times they tried to put in under some of those agreements
stuff that if somebody else came in with it it would have a
pretty remote chance of getting approved, let me tell you.
Really, really something else! And some day those things

will come out and somebody will say, 'Holy smoke,how aia

that ever get in under a DREE agresementj Who was the crazy
president of treasury board that allowed that to happen?

It should not happen, it did not happen, it is illegal!

Send the man to court, whoever allowed that to happen''

2nd I appreciate that and I know that to be true. And that

is what we are involved in again now as it relates to the
Coastal Labrador agreement. We solved a lot of those problems

which can be legitimately and peripherally illegitimately

put under the DREE agreements for the Island. We are

involved jip
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PREMIER PECKFOQORD:

trying to do the same kind of game as it relates to Coastal
Labrador and other parts of Labrador. But we are serious
when we support this particular resolution and I simply got
to my feet and got back here in time enough,because I had
been down dealing with the Fifth Estate people,who are in
town to do interviews,and other people, and I wanted to get
back here, for good or for ill,to address myself to this
resclution only in the spirit, Mr. Speaker, of saying that
we appreciate this resolution, that we understand it and

for me te tangibly, physically, personally stand on my feet
and say, 'Yes, I understand a lot of the particular social
problems that Labrador has as it relates to the geography
and so on,especially in that no man's area from Cartwright
to Henley Harbour which nocbody seems to know about,where there
are still people. I think it is one of the things I did when
I was Minister of Mines and Energy and,of course,not only
for the-member for the Straits (Mr. Roberts) but for the
member representing William's Harbour, was to ensure that
they had some electricity in wWilliam's Harbour. I d4id that,
that was a unilateral, personal decision on behalf of the
minister at the time and told them and ordered them to do

it simply because I understood a little more about William's
Harbour and George's Cove and Fishing Ships Harbour and that
area tham the people in Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro did

and I am proud of that.

MR. HISCOCK: And I assume you got full credit.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Oh, I do not want any credit.

Forget the credit. 2ll I am trying to do is -
MR. HISCOCK: I was only hoping that
(inaudible).

PREMIER PECKFORD: Exactly. All I am saying, Mr.

8ab
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PREMIER PECKFOQORD:

Speaker, is that I am trying to demonstrate that by way of
example ,not by way of credit, that we understand that there

are particular, unique, social problems in different parts

of Labrador which are not necessarily the same but by the

same token have to be addressed. And we intend and we assure
members of the Opposition that on this particular resclution

we shall deliver and try to bring to the people of Labradoer

the same kind of services that we have on the Island medically.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: And hopefully I will get time

during this Summer to visit some of my friends down in that
part of Labrador and perhaps I will be able to announce at
the same time a whole new system of ambulance service to
ensure that those individuals who also contribute to the
coffers of this Province are given the same kind of treatment
as somebody who lives on Elizabeth Avenue, St. John's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. member for the Strait

of Belle Isle.

MR. ROBERTS: Mx. Speaker, under the Standing
Orders of the House the member who moves a motion of this nature,
a Private Member's motiocn,at twenty to six on the second day,
and this is the second day, the d=bate is interrupted and that
member has the right to reply. Now the situation is this: my
friend and colleague from Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren), in
whose name this resolution stands.is not with us. There

has been a death in his family, a young nephew of his died,
and that is why the hon. member has not been in the ‘House
these last two or three days. He asked me if I would speak

in his behalf to close the debate but in so saying I am in

the hands of the House. I have not spoken in the debate.

It is not in order for me unless -t is agreed,If it is
agreed,well -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
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MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Agr=ed.
MR. ROBERTS: Well, I thank my hon. friends

on both sides, Sir. I will be guite brief because I think
the Premier's speech was not only to the point and well said
but was most welcome and I think the assurances which he has
given are sufficient onto themselves. The resolution itself,
Mr. Speakexr, has been thoroughly aired and I think that
this debate has been one of the debates that shows the
value of Private Hember's Day in this House and I would
suggest also shows the merit of the new procedure which
was adopted a year past,or in the session a y=ar ago,that
alleows only two days for Private Memker's debate. Some people
felt that was not time enough but I think this debate has
shown it is ample time to debate an important topic and
this one is such a topic.

My friend from Torngat Mountains
(Mr. Warren) is not with us,as I have explained,but if I
had spoken in the debate other than as I am speaking now I
would have congratulated him for bringing this in because

I think thé subject matter of this resolution is not only

important in itself, and it is
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MR. E. ROBERTS: important in itself, it is
important to all of the people who live in the Labrador and
particularly to the vecrle who live along the coast of Labrador and
varticularly te the peovle who live in Eappy Valley - Goose Bay,
North West River, Mud lake, communities that are not on the coast
but communities that are not in Western Labrador. And why do I
draw the distinction? well it is quite sirply that ir Western
Labrador there are at present two very large mining companies each
of which has entered into an acreement with its employees and
under the terms of those agreements substantial benefits,as my friend
from Menihek would confirm,are made available to people seeking
medical care which must be obtained outside of Labrador West. I am
rot saying the benefits are adequate, I am not saying they are
complete, but they are far greater than those available to people
living in Goose Bay.-Happy Valley,and in turn those are far greater
than are available to people living in either of the three areas
of coastal Labrador of which the Premier spoke. The area to the morth
of Lake Melville, I think the Premier called it Rigolet and North,
the area which is now coming to be known by the name of Eastern
Labrador, the area from Henley Harbour, St. Mary's Harbour these
communities going down as far as Paradise or Paradise River and
Cartwright and then of course the area im the girajtg. SO it is
important to all of the people of Labrador in the sense that they
are not receiving a level of service comparable tc that available
to almost every other citizen of this Province without exception.
2nd that is important,Sir,It is important that thirty or forty
thousand people do not have access to decent and adeguate medical
services. The Minister of Health (Mr. W. Bouse) has spoken, the
Minister of Finance (Dr. J. Collins), who &s a doctor ir his rrivate
career,has spoken,and I think each of them has said , and I
certainly will not be challenged when I say that the numbers of
people in Lezbrador are not sufficient to justify the provision of

a full range of specialist facilities. In fact,sore types of specialist
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MD. E. ROBERTS: facilities in the medical world,

you know, we have Larely enough people in the entire Province tc
justify the provision of the facilities within the Province. We canrot
brine services to the people, therefore we must bring rennle to services.
And I am not sveaking of the ordinary common variety of serviceS.I am
steaking of some of the more specialized services, services for
which reople must now travel. People in Labrador must travel for a
vervy wide rance of services, either to St, Anthony, to St. John's, or
people in Western Labrador, I believe pmary go to Quebec City or to
Montreal. That is because thev are either Francophone or because it is
rhysically closer and much easier to get back and forth because of the
transportation facilities offered by the Iron Ore Company and by the
Wabush Mines Consortium. But for the rest of the people in Labrader,
travelling for medical facilities is not an option, it is a necessity.
So it is important that we provide our people with those services.
That is important in itself.

Mr. Speaker, I would sucgest there
is a further reason which is even more compelling to me than providing
something as important and as vital as medical facilities, and that
is the equity of it = I think the Premier woulé concur - the fairness
of it. We are all Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, we are all one.
We all have the same needs, we all have the same aspirations, we all
have a zicht to expect the same resgonse from the government of the
Province in respect of those needs and in respect of those aspirations.
And I think it is intolerable in this day and age that we have in the
Province geographic discriminations that are avoidakle. There are
same that are not avoidable. I doubt if we will ever live to see a
tridge built to the Ramea Islands down in Burgeo - Bay d4'Espoir
district. That is unavoidable. I doubt if we will ever live to see
a causeway to Bell Island, although there are scme who say that is
feasible. Perhaps it is. But the kind of discrimination that exists
in the Labrador medical services and its supply that is dealt with

by this resolution, Mr. Speaker, that kind of discrimination can be
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MR. RIUBERTS: cured by the arplication of

roney and of reasonably small sums of money. I do not know
what the cost wouléd ke. I suprose in larce measure the cost
is a truly uncontrollable cne in that cne rust meet the need,
tut it is no greater than the cost of providinc the helicopter
that is available down in the communitv of St. 2lban's =0
serve the peorle of the Scuthwest Cozst, and that is a goed ideaz.
It is ro creater cthan the cost of providinc the air ambulance
services that are availakle cansrally ctnrougnout the Island
corticn of this Province and available without direct cost to
the sick person wno needs that transportation facility.

S0 I woulé say that the
major reason wny I support this, ané why 2ll of us sugport ic,

is the straicht cuestion of eguity.
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MR. ROBERTS: We oucght not to discriminate against
people because of where they live. I can talX about hvdro rates
because we have the same prorlem there, but that is a separate issue
altogether and it is not cn a par with medical services. But where

it comes to the guestion of providing health care, which is surely one
of the basic functions of government ~ this is not a treatise on
philosophny - but, you know, government's first duty is surelyv to
oreserve order. Its second duty is nearly as great and that is surely
to enable people to have access to medical care. We have taken that on
in Canada - what? - thirty, forty years ago it became recognized as
the responsibilityv of society to oprovide medical services.

Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that todayw
in Newfoundland and Labrador we do not have egual access to services,
and that is what this resolution is all about. My friend from Torngat
Mountains (Mr. Warren) is not asking for anvthing over and above
services available elsewhere in this Province, he is asking for services
comparable. That means the provision of a service and that has largely
been done. I think the air ambulance szrvices, as I understand them —
and I have some knowledge hoth from my years in public life but also
I have scme friends and perhaps even some family members who ars not
uninvolved in the provision of health s=rvices in the Labrador portion
of the Province and in the Northern part of this Island - the services
are there; they may need to be improved and extended but basicallv theyv
are there. There is no gquestion on that. What is not there is the
financial side of it. Now, I will leava the matter simplv by saving
that we welcome the Premier's assurances. The Premier did not say,
nor did he intend to say, I venture toc submit, that the govermment would
provide this, but he certainly went a long way towards saving that
(a) the government are sympathetic, and (b) they are prepared to do
what they can. The results will speak for themselves. We will know,
hopefully, in the Budget or in a statement by the Premier or by the

Minister of Health (Mr. House) or by even the minister who represents
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MR. ROBERTS: the district of Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie),
the only Labradorian and the only Labrzdor member, eguallv, in the
Cabinet at present. I do not care when the announcement comes, that
does not matter. What matters is that the action - I do not even
care if it is announced or not - what ratters is that the action is
taken.

The amount of money involved, however
much it may be - and I do not krnow how much it is - but however much
it may be is relatively small, and we co not stint health care services
2lsewhere in this Province for want of money. I know we could use more
money. I am sure the Minister of Health (Mr. House) is bombarded dailw
by hospital boards and bv medical associations, all of which have
legitimate cases, but I will say, Mr. Speaker, that elsewhere in this
Province we are not seeing any lack of medical services comparable to
that which is reflected in this resolution. We are not seeing any-lack
cf them for want of a few dollars. If it is $250,000, I am cuite sure
the Minister of Health and his officials can find $250,000 elsewhere
in nealth services, if it came to that, that is being spent for objects
less worthy than this question cof providing a measure of equitv to the
people in Labrador. We cannot change the geography. If a man or a
woman is living in Charlottetown now and the weather comes down, as has
happened time and time again, they will have to stav there until the
weather 1ifts and an aircraft can be got in. There is no guestion.
Ne man, no government can do anything at éil about that, but, Mr. Speaker,
what we can do is provide the means of removing the financial barriers.
That is 2ll this resolution is about, really. It is about monev.
It ig about financial barriers. What it boils down to, Sir, is whether
the. government of this Province are prepared to find the relatively
small sum of money that it will take, that it will cost, that must be
spent to remove these barriers and to provide the people of the Labrador
portion of this Province with ambulance services, air ambulance mainly,
but ground transportation where that is needed and available,to make

those services available to the people of Labrador on the same basis
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MR. RCBERTS: as thev are available to the people elsewhere
in this Province. All it takes, Sir: meoney and a relatively small amount
of money. We are encouraged by what the Premier says. The Premier not

only understands the situation, I think he has made that amply clear. We
did not doubt it but it is good to have him say it and makes it clear.

MR. NEARY: Tt is too bad he did not speak first before

the Minister of Finance.

MR. EOBERTS: Well, it certainly would have been better.

It would have been better but, in any event, you know, at least ha did

speak and cleared up the situation that the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins)

had somewhat muddled. The fact remains that the Premier -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible} you going.
MR. ROBERTS: I said that the Premier spoke - I think my

exact words were, at least the Premier did speak and cleared up the
situation that the Minister of Finance had somewhat muddled. T think
that is a fair comment and T certainly mean it to be a falr comment and

nothing more than a fair comment. The point I was making is that
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MR. ROBERTS:

the amount of money involved is reasscnably small, The
Premier has shown a comprehension of the problem. He

has shown a svmpathy with the problem. All that I nead %o
say is that we on this side and the people of Coastal
Labrador, in particular with the people of all Labrador,will
await the event. We hope, Sir, the government will do what
we believe they ought to do. We hope that they will make
available to the peocple cf Labrador ambulance services,

in the words of the resclution, comparable to the services
provided on the Island portion of the Province. Thaak vou.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear; hear!

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Ig the House ready for the

quastion?

SOME EOM. MEMBERS: Ready.

MR. SPSAKER: Is it the pleasure of the

House to adopt the motion? Those in favour, "Aye". Contrary,
“May™. In my opinion the '"Aye's" have it, I declare the

motion carried.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed to call it six

o'clock?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

ME. SPEAXER: It being six o'clock,then I

do leave the Chair until tomorreow, Thursday,at three of the

cleock.
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