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The House met at 3:00 p.m.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER(Simms): Order, please!

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Mr. Speaker, His Honour

the Lieutenant-Governor has arrived.
MR. SPEAKER: Admit His Honour the

Lieutenant-Governor.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

Over the last year and a half, my Government embarked onan ambitious
program of establishing the basic framework within which Newfoundland
and Labrador must move in the future.

This examination dealt with all aspects of our society and saw the
production of a major document fast Fall, entitled “Managing All Our
Resources”. My Government regards this document as a beacon indicating
the path that must be followed if we are to progress and improve our way of
life. Underlying this important document is my Government's philosophy that
the goal of all democratically elected governments is the improvement of
society. Our aim and ultimate goal is really, therefore, a social one — to
improve the lot of all our people.

My Government published two other major documents during the past
year and a half. These were ~Bilateral Issues — Canada and Newfoundland”
and my Government's position on a new Constitution entitled “Towards the
Twenty-First Century — Together .

My Government believes that it is only through the realization of the
goals enunciated in each of these major documents that the ultimate social
goal of a vibrant, rural society can be attaiped. Four components emerge.
therefore, as the basis on which Government policy must be pursued in order
to achieve such a society. They are:

1. An honest and efficient political system.
2. A stimulating and enlightened cultural policy.

3. A progressive and compassionate social policy within a healthy
and safe environment.

4 Aresource development policy that involves wise management of
our renewable and non-renewable resources.

My Government has addressed each of these in a deliberate fashion over
the past two years:

My Government has:

1. Introduced new rules for the operation of this Honourable House so
that Honourable Members are more involved and have a full
opportunity to examine the details of programs and expenditures.
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2. Provided, through select committees of this Honourable House, and
through two Royal Commissions, opportunities for full public
debate on major policy issues facing the Province.

3. Established, for the first time in our history, an Arts Council for the
purpose of funding our cultural activities.

4. Introduced Matrimonial Property Legislation and established the
Status of Women Council to provide for greater recognition of the
equal role women must play in our society.

5. Provided new directions in resource development, which led te:
(a) A new power agreement with ERCO;

(b) New legislation to gain greater benefits from the Upper
Churechill;

(c) A Local Preference Policy which has created hundreds of new
jobs and stimutated local industry;

(d) Workers' Compensation for fishermen;
(8) A reorganized Fisheries Loan Board; and

(f) A Royal Commission to enquire into all aspects of the inshore
fishery.

6. Introduced innovative environmental legislation requiring public
hearings on major developments.

My Government wishes to re-affirm its abiding commitment to these and the
other like reforms which have been introduced.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

The people of this Province have built up over time alevel of expectation
which demands economic and sacial parity with other Canadians. It is surely
a right of all Canadians to make such demands and to expect that they will be
realized, especially where the wealth to sustain them is present in abundance.

The natural wealth of our Province is complemented by our rich human
resources. This Province boasts of thousands of professionals in education at
all levels, a highly trained professional medical group, a competent
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construction industry, a class of young, well educated businessmen and
entrepreneurs, and a quickly maturing municipal government structure
producing leaders for today and tomorraw. All of these wish to remain in this
great Province and participate in its development.

Concomitant with the development of these great human resources,
though not at the same rate, has been the construction of a physical
infrastructure of governmental, educational, medical, transportation and
municipal facilities. This growth and improvement, however, while crucial to
future progress, is but a foundation. Indeed, it serves to show us now, in 1981,
not sa much how far we have come, but how very far we have to go. This assertion
becomes most meaningful when one considers that this Province boasts of
the highest taxes, the highest unemployment rate, and the lowest standard of
living in Canada; this after more than 30 years in Confederation.

While my Government is enthusiastic to launch into an era of greater
social progress and prosperity, itis curtailed from building on this foundation
of people and facilities. Indeed, my Government is deeply concerned that the
existing tax revenues will not sustain the present level of services. let alone
permit us to undertake the vast improvements and expansion needed in
present services and facilities.

My Government maintains, therefore, that to have any chance to reach
our legitimate goals, to have a standard of living equal to the national average,
and at the same time to retain and enrich our cultural integrity, this Province
must have the means, the levers, the wherewithal te do sa. It is the only way our
citizens can become, over time, equal to other Canadians.

it was for this reason that my Government has steadfastly heid that our
fishery, our hydro power, and our offshore resources be developed in line with
provincial priorities and that this province be the recipient of the larger share
of revenues from these resources.

It was at the same time that my Government was establishing clear
positions on these vital issues that the constitutional review process began.
My Government was optimistic about this process, knowing that many of the
“gconomic” issues facing the province coutd be resolved through
constitutional remewal. My Government, therefore, looked upon the
constitutional process as a significant historic event and fooked forward toa
new Canadian constitution; one based on equality of the provinces and
reflecting the essential federal nature of our nation.
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It was with deep disappointment to my Government that this process
ended without compromise and agreement between the Federal Government
and the provinces or any resolution of the issues affecting this province. My
Government therefore had little choice but to oppose the Federal
Government's subsequent unilateral actions, specifically the introduction
into the House of Commons of the Constitution Act, 1980.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

Our country faces an uncertain future. The great traditions and customs
which are the bulwarks of our heritage are being unilaterally threatened. In
particular, we see our province's rights, agreed to in 1949 by both
governments, being threatened by one government in its espousal of a
process that effectively removes our hithertofore necessary consent, and
reduces our power within the confederation so that the large provinces
remain strong and the small provinces remain weak. The principle of equality
of the provinces — the very founding principle of this country conceived as a
federal state with ten equal provinces and a central government — will be
destroyed.

My Government focuses its concern, therefore, on the constitution, for it
can either become the means through which this province can truly prosper or
it can mean the end to any hope that we may have of becoming equal to other
Canadians.

Three areas, then, stand out:

1. The Economic — our fishery, our hydro transmission, and our
offshore resources.

2. Our rights and guarantees agreed to in 1949.
3. The future roles of federal and provincial governments.
THE FISHERY

My Government believes strongly that the long term future of this
Province must rest on its renewable resources. The mostimportant of these is
our fishery. My Government steadfastly advocates that if this great resource
is to play such a vital role in our future, then this Province must be involved in
the major decisions that will affect it. My Government, therefore, has, through
constitutional discussions, requested a constitutional change which would
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allow for the Federal and Provincial Governments to share responsibility for
the management of this great resource. Already the Federal Government has
proposed and begun to effect sweeping changes for our fishery, which my
Government believes need much more study and pubiic debate. It was for this
reason that my Government established a Royal Commission, which is
presently sitting. My Government believes that only through this process of
consultation with all those affected and concerned can enlightened policies
be developed to ensure a strong and flourishing inshore fishery.

My Government further advocates, as a matter of principle, that the
inshore fishery is the major component of our fisheries policy for the East,
Northeast, and Labrador coasts. In order for the inshare fishery to prosper,
the major fish stock, the Northern Cod, must be allowed to swim inshore.
Offshore effort shouid be curtailed until it is definitely proven that an offshore
effort is surplus to a vibrant inshore fishery. Additionally, any offshore catch
should supply Newfoundiand plants to ensure year round operation. At the

_present time, only 60% of this valuable stock is allocated to the inshare
fishery; 40% of the stock is caught by trawlers offshore. My Government
cannot accept this arbitrary decision of allocation and continues to call for
more study before any major permanent offshore allocation is determined.

My Government is gravely concerned with these recent new fisheries
policies which seem to signify the first steps in the erosion and eventual
destruction of the inshore fishery and hence rural Newfoundland. This can
only be viewed in the most serious manner and supersedes any other issue
presently before us.

HYDRO TRANSMISSION

My Government is eager to begin the Gull [sland Project on the Lower
Churchill River. Even with the Hind's Lake Project, the Upper Salmon Project
and a third unit at Holyrood, our electricity requirements demand additional
power by |ate 1984 or early 1985. The cheapest new source of electricity is Gufl
Island. In order to get this project underway, the surplus power of this
development must have a market. My Government has conciuded an
agreement in principle with New York State for the sale of this surplus power.
It remains only for the Federal Government, through the National Energy
Board, to allow for the transmission of Hydro power through neighbouring

provinces in the same manner as oil and gas transmission is now permitted.
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How can it be that a Province with massive cheap undeveloped hydro power
must find in excess of 30% of the island’s electrical requirements from
expensive imported 0il?

My Government is continuing to investigate whether the surplus Gull
Island power can be used to attract industry to the Happy Valley-Goose Bay
area. Hopefully, a satisfactory arrangement can be achieved. However, it
must be made clear to all that my Government will not entertain long term
power contracts as were signed in the past. Long term prosperity will never be
sacrificed for short term gain. In this regard, my Government is escalating its
efforts to prove that Lake Melville can be used for shipping for at least 10
months of the year.

In an effort to ensure that all avenues are explored so that the Lower
Churchill, and specifically Gull Isiand, wilt be developed, my Government will
increase its efforts to determine whether, all eise failing, the Cabot Strait
route may be used to sell our surplus power. Although this transmission route
has been viewed in the past with skepticism, today it is becoming an
attractive alternative for the movement of hydro power.

My Government remains frustrated that, although we have massive
hydro power available, we have been unable to use it for the development of
this province and our country. This situation must end if our province is ever
to develop in a wise and rational manner and if the money for critical social
programs is to be realized.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:
OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS

This much discussed developmental prospect facing our province today
can prove to be an important source of revenue for this province, and an
important catalyst for job creation and economic activity; or a source of very minimum
revenues and major negative social impact. My Gavernment fervently believes
that the onfy chance for this province to achieve the first objective s for our oil
and gas resources to be treated the same way as the oil and gas resources of
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Ontario have been ireated
during the last three or four decades. For the resources of this province to be
treated differently from those of other provinces, offends democratic
principles which my Government believes must prevail in this country.
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My Government has published studies which demonstrate that, even with this
province's ownership rights being confirmed, and then only if oil prices in Canada are
at world levels, the revenues from the Hibernia Field would meet or exceed
equalization payments for only three years of its estimated twanty year life span. This
startling revelation has remained unchallenged by those inside and outside
the province who oppose my Government’s policy. It is fair to say, therefore,
that oil and gas deveiopmehts will not provide any relief for our pressing
financial situation in this decade. Qur efforts, therefore, must be directed,
especially during this decade, towards providing as many jobs and as much
business activity to our people as is possible.

If our people are to have job opportunities in this development, then
affirmative action programs which are presently in place must continue.
Without such local preference, the 900 jobs filled by Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians last year will be in grave jeopardy. The present proposed
constitutional changes could eliminate such a policy. My Government takes
the view that special circumstances demand special policies until this
province’s unemployment declines to the national average.

My Government views with grave concern the potential negative social
and environmental impact this development can have on our society. The goal
of my Government is tEJ use our non-renewable resources as levers to develop
an essentially rural based society that maintains and improves its place
through our renewable resources. This goal — this vision — is one that my
Government believes most Newfoundlanders and Labradorians share and it
must never be diluted or extinguished. its realization can only be achieved
through wise and enlightened management of our resources and this means
provincial ownership and control of offshore oil and gas.

National priorities, as stated in the Federal Government's National
Energy Plan, do not address themselves to these concerns — and hence
consider them unimportant. The pace of development, the kind of economic
spin-offs, the boom or bust psychology, the land speculation, the impact on
the fishery, the impact on crime and juvenile delinquincy must all be carefully
considered. How can the Provincial Government wisely deal with these social
and cultural impacts if we are not in control of the pace and kind of
development, if our peopie are not given a chance to participate fully in the
development pians being proposed?



It is a matter of some pride to my government that establishment of
regulations, guidelines and public advisory councils stands in stark contrast
to the total lack of any such initiative by the Federal Government. This
amazing fact is proof sufficient in itself to demonstrate the need for provincial
ownership and control. My Government is convinced that unless this offshore
resource is managed as if it were on land, our chance of progress and
improvement for our people in the context of a vibrant rurat society is in
serious doubt.

QUR RIGHTS AND GUARANTEES AGREED TO IN 1949

My Government remains gravely concerned-also about that aspect of the
Federal Government proposéls for constitutional change which involves
guarantees that were entered into in good faith by both governments fn 1949.
Under the present Federal proposals, these guarantees can be taken away
without our consent. My Government views such actions as unnecessary and
not in the best interests of the province or the country. Therefore, my
Government will continue to appose, with all vigor, these proposed changes
which, if implemented, could remove our “sacred rights” for ail time and make
possible future changes without our consent.

THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS

Similarly, my Government cannot accept the Federal constitutional
propasal which will see the destruction of the principle of 10 equal provinces
in this country. Such a change will mean that this Province will lose the power
and influence it now has constitutionally. As a result, any specific and unique
policies and programs that a future government of this province might
request must receive the approval of the already strong central provinces of
Quebec and Ontario. My Government strongly believes this to be a divisive
feature of the present constitutional proposals and will contribute to greater
friction within the country than presently exists. It contributes to making
permanent that unCanadian notion that the center of this country must remain
stronger than the various outlying, hinterland areas.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

It is against this backdrop of financial, economic, cultural, social and
constitutional uncertainty that my Government must come to grips with the
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realities of Newfoundiand and Labrador society. It is in the-context of this
tormenting and mesmerizing state of affairs that my Government must
discharge its responsibilities and abligations to the people it serves — and
like the poet, we must realize that “though much is taken, much abides”.
Although a viable future is in doubt, and our power and influence threatened,
the Newfoundland spirit of determination to not only survive, but to succeed,
will not falter. Such trial and adversity imbues us with an ever greater will.

It therefore follows that my Government will move swiftly, decisively,
and with compassion in those areas where no doubt exists as to its power and
jurisdiction. My Government will launch from this foundation and will
enthusiastically embark within its financial limits in new directions with new
programs, new policies, and new legislation. My Government will
demonstrate to our people, as it has in the present oil and gas regulations,
that it has the wherewithal, the will, and the expertise to manage and develop
its resources for the advancement of our people wherever they five.

My Government is pleased to state that we are ahead of schedule in our
efforts to create jobs for our people. Since June 1979, 19,000 jobs have been
created. At this rate, our commitment of 40,000 new jobs will be reached long
pefore the original target date. This has been made possible in large measure
because of my Government’'s policy on hiring for offshore development and
our recent Local Preference Policy for goods and services which stimulates
local business and hence creates new jobs. However, my Government must
continue to be concerned about our unemployment problem until every
Newfoundlander and Labradorian is gainfully employed. Though major
improvement has been made to the extent that our unemployment rate
has dropped 2% since my Government assumed office, the current
unemployment rate remains at an unacceptable level. For purposes of a
further reduction in our unemployment rate, my Government is considering
the possibility of legislation requiring maximum secondary processing in the
province. We are investigating as to whether or not this can be done by use of
exemption permits wherein companies would have to prove that such
processing would be impossible. Under such a system, the onus of proof
would be on the companies rather than the province.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONDURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

Forest resources of Newfoundland and Labrador employ over 18,000
people and add significantly to the manufacturing sector of Newfoundland's
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economy. This industry is now threatened by the spruce budworm. Serious
doubts are now being expressed about its continued viability. Immediate
corrective actions are therefore required.

Recognizing the state of the forest industry and the need to protect and
manage it properly, my Government appointed a Royal Commission on
Forest Protection and Management last year. The first phase of the
Commission’s Report dealing with forest protection has been compieted and
the second phase is expected by the end of April, 1981. In the first phase ofits
report, the Commission pointed out the need for an integrated approach to
forest protection and management, which my Government has adopted.
Major investments in forest management and silviculture will be wasted
without adequate protection. In view of the continued infestation of our forest,
a spray program using chemical insecticides will be conducted over
approximately 1 million acres. The proram will be cost shared by the pulp and
paper companies and the Crown.

As is well known, my Government has charted a fundamentaily different
course in resource development. The newly renegotiated power contract with
ERCO, the Water Rights Reversion Act of the Upper Churchill. the Qil and Gas
Regulations, our new Fisheries Policy, and recent Mining Legislation are all
evidence of this new approach. The forest industry, critical because of its
renewable nature, has been maost difficult to change. Long term concessions
provided to the paper companies decades ago have led to inadequate
management of the resource, and hence insufficient attention to silviculture
and reforestation as permanent components of ongoing management and
control. During this past year, my Government has held intensive talks with
both paper companies on this critical matter in a serious attempt to deal with
the forest industry as a whole. My Government was eager to look at the iong
term and put in place new policies that would maintain a sufticient perpetual
supply of pulpwood and sawlogs. It is with a great deal of pieasure that my
Government announces today a breakthrough in this industry:

1. My Government has reached an agreement with Abitibi Price for
replacement of its 99 year lease concession by a 20 year conditional
management agreement. Negotiations are continuing with the
Bowater Company for a similar reform.

2. Both paper companies have agreed to contribute to a special
Silviculture Fund. This fund, obtained from new stumpage fees, will
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ensure that ongoing permanent financing is provided for enlightened
forest management. Agreement has already been reached that the
two companies will spend $24 million over the next five years.

3. Therecently signed Forestry DREE Agreement will add a further $21
million for silvicuiture, for a total of $45 million over the next five
years.

4. These new investments will create one thousand five hundred new
jobs in our province.

5. My Government has agreed to the export of 100,000 cords of dead
and dying wood per year for the next five years, creating an
additional 300 jobs. .

Clearly, great progress has been made in forest protection and
management over the past few months and this wiil ensure greater prosperity
in this sector of our economy.

Land is also a major resource to be utilized for the benefit of our people
and work continues on the process of streamlining and improving the Crown
Lands system. Processing time for applications has been reduced and
correspandingly the pace of public inquiries about Crown Land has increased;
some 70,000 enquiries having been recieved in the past 12 months. My
Government, in addition to improving the present system, is preparing a new
Lands Act to replace and consolidate existing land legisiation. As well, my
Government is locking forward to a DREE Agreement to expand our program
of Land Surveying and Mapping.

Fortunately, our mining industry has been only minimatly afected by
world-wide recessionary conditions and it appears that the industry will be
able to ride out the recession without suffering severe dislocations.

Mineral exploration in the province is at an all-time high. Record
numbers of claims were staked again in 1980 and levels of expenditure on
exploration continue to climb. Increased exploration activity has been
fostered by a mineral land tenure policy under which lands are being freed
and made available for competitive exploration following long-standing
agreements and titles which tended to constrain exploration and reduce
compstition. It is my Government's objective to see exploration activity
sustained at consistently high levels in order to ensure new discoveries and
thereby sustain a healthy mining industry.
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My Government has strengthened its development efforts by combining
in ane department the responsibilities for industrial development, tourism
and housing. This new department now offers a full range of assistance to
large and small businesses. In addition to its normal activities, the
department will coordinate two major projects in 1981. The first is research
into the feasibility of winter navigation into Lake Melville, highlighted by a
trial voyage of the “M.V. Arctic” cargo vessel this month. This. research is
crucial to our efforts to attract heavy industry to the area. The second major
activity is comprehensive planning for control of onshore petroleum related
activities. My Government will shortly announce a listing of preferred sites for
onshore facilities, together with the criteria under which they were selected.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

Over the years, various attempts have been made by Government and
industry, to seek avenues for dialogue and cooperation in assessing our
present economic circumstances and future economic prospects. My
Government believes that a broadly represented organization with research
capability needs to be established, and my Government will, over the next few
months, be actively investigating the advisability of establishing an Economic
Council of Newfoundland and Labrador ta accomplish this objective.

My Government continued to demonstrate its commitment to
environmental protection and management by creating a department with
responsibilities only in this area. Regulations and guidelines are being drawn
up to ensure compliance with our policies as regards large-scale onshore and
offshore developments. Government is concerned about the increasing
incidence of “acid rain”, especially with many areas of mainiand North
America gearing up for future use of coal. As we are downwind of the
smokestacks of such facilities, there will be an improved monitoring system
for streams and lakes in this province. The key factors of increased vigilance
and strong regulation will be used by my Government whenever any
phenomenon or development poses a potential threat to our unique and
sensitive environment.

My Government remains gravety concerned over the reduction of
funding from the Government of Canada due largely to the lack of new DREE
Agreements. These Agreements are especially critical in transportation and
in Labrador development. The Coastal Labrador Agreement is crucial to
social and economic development on the Labrador Coast. My Government
wishes to re-affirm its desire to sign immediately all outstanding agreements.

12
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My Government hopes that the record year 1980 in which no new DREE
Agreements were signed does not signify a pattern, but rather an exception. It
will be necessary to sign several new Agreements shortly if funding for 1981is
to just equal that of 1979. DREE funding is essential to continue construction
and upgrading of our secondary highway system. In addition, Government is
negotiating with the Federal Government for the second phase of upgrading of
the Trans Canada Highway and for a start on the Trans Labrador Highway.

The revitalization of the Newfoundland Railway has also been a major
preoccupation of my Government in the transportation field. The report of the
Task Force established last year will help in the formulation of a sound and
long term plan for its rehabilitation. My Government will be pressing the
Federal Government to live up to its responsibilities in these matters.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

In keeping with one of my Government’s goals of an honest and efficient
political system, major new initiatives will be taken.

Amendments will be made to the Financial Administration Act to provide
for a separate office of Comptroller General. It is also my Government's intention
to submit a new Elections Act involving election expenses, to a Select
Committee of the House of Assembly.

My Government is very conscious of the need for integrity in public
affairs and Government must exemplify a high standard of conduct and
morality. A number of measures will be proposed to strengthen the
safeguards surrounding the public interest and to inspire greater confidence
in Government. An amendment to the Conflict of Interest Act will be presented
to this Honourable House to strengthen the Act and to allow for the issuance
of Regulations governing the behaviour of Ministers. These Standard of
Conduct Regulations will focus specifically upon the private use of privileged
information acquired by Ministers in performing their duties. Restrictions will
be placed upon Ministers in the trading of shares in prescribed areas.

New Regulations will be introduced to govern the conduct of Civil
Servants. These Regulations will be implemented under The Civil Service Act,
and will specify conflict of interest situations covering investments in private
assets, outside employment, Public Service appointments and promotions.
deating with relatives, and acceptance of gifts and benefits. Restrictions will
also be placed upon the holding of shares in specific classes of companies.
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MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

In our quest for greater economic opportunity and a change over time to
have a standard of living equal to the Canadian average, we must never lose
sight that this can only happen if our people, our greatest resource, are
prepared for such a challenge and opportunity. Herein lies our dilemma. The
betterment of our financial situation requires sound management and
development of our natural resources. Yet we need money on the front end for
our educational and social service sectors to ensure that our people are ready
and willing to become actively involved in these developments, while at the
same time protecting those who, for legitimate reasons, can't become
involved. It will test this Province's financial ability to the limit to ensure that
this focus is given and that justice is truly done. We must ensure, at all costs,
that our social, educational and cutlural activities are not sacrificed.

My Government will continue its support for research and development
activities as part of its educational emphasis. Over recent years, this has
taken the form of financial assistance to Memorial University's C-Core and
NORDCO. Their basic research extends the limits of technology, introduces
new industry and involves our people in jobs and educational opportunities
which place them in the forefront of expanded marine activity.

My Government, therefore, will strive to ensure that the National
Research Council's research facility on the Campus of Memorial University is
begun as soon as possible. My Government is proud to have persuaded the
Federal Government to build this facility in our Province.

My Government will continue to ensure that the other critical areas of
marine development are encouraged. It is one thing to develop the pure
research which is absolutely necessary, it is quite another to finish the
equation by ensuring that this new and expanding technology is applied and
used for the betterment of society. Therefore, my Government has taken a
strong position that the St. John's Dockyard must be a vital part of our future
and its much needed expansion must go ahead. My Government is deeply
disappointed that CN, a Federal Crown Corporation, was unable to persuade
its Government to assist in this great venture. My Government has supplied
the financial backing to see that this development becomes a reality.
Similarly, the recent study on the Marystown Shipyard will assist
Government to enhance the contribution of this valuable asset to our future
marine developments.

Th
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My Government is now ready, immediately, to sign an agreement with
the Department of Regional Economic Expansion for the construction of a new
Institute of Fisheries & Marine Technology. Such a facility is desperately
needed. My Government has, in the past year, introduced new courses at the
College of Trades & Technology and the College of Fisheries to prepare our
people for job opportunities in offshore and marine related activities. It is my
Government's firm intention to ensure that wherever possible education and
training facilities all across the Province wiil be used in these and other
programs so that all parts of the Province will benefit.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONDURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

My Government is conscious of the special educational needs of our
disabled children and is committed to replacing the existing School for the
Deaf with a more modern facility. My Government will participate with the
Maritime Provinces in the construction of a new School for the Blind. Efforts
will also continue to integrate handicapped children within the regular school
system.

My Government will proceed with the implementation of Grade XII this
September which will include a major reorganization of the high school ~
curriculum. This will make the educational system more relevant to present
day lifestyles and at the same time promote among our youth greater
awareness of the province's culture and heritage.

My Government is now examining the Task Force Report on Post-
Secondary Education, which recommended that a system of Community
Colleges be established in the Province. In view of the success of the Bay St.
George Community College, my Government is investigating the expansion of
such institutions to other areas of the Province.

My Government is proud of its support for the new Queen Elizabeth Il
Library presently being completed at Memorial University, and the new
Schoo! of Business Building that is now in operation.

My Government feels that there is an urgent need to integrate the
educational development of our people with manpower planning. in this
regard, my Government has already taken steps to establish an inventory of
tradesmen to ensure that the development needs of the Province are met.
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My Government is monitoring closely the social impact of increased
activity in the Province caused mainly by offshore development. The aged, the
widowed and the disabled very seidom benefit directly, and may suffer, from
such development. My Government, cognizant of experiences in other
societies, is determined to respond positively in such cases and will seek
cooperation from all interested groups to protect and assist those least able
to help themselves.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

Providing each resident of this Province with a comprehensive range of
quality health care services continues to be my Government's main objective
in health care. My Government recognizes that institutions have long been,
and will continue to be, an important part of the health care system.
Accordingly, the Health Facilities Pregram announced in the Five Year Plan
represents a systematic approach to meeting the heaith facility needs of
various areas of the Province. As part of this major capital construction
program, work will commence in 1981-82 on a new hospital to serve the
Clarenville area.

To ensure that our people have access to adequate health care services,
an amendment to The Medical Care Insurance Act will be introduced in this
Session which will extend coverage to include charges of optometrists for eye
examinations.

it is recognized that there are two key elements to effective health care
programming, namely, the prevention of disease and the encouragement of
our people to adopt healthy lifestyles. My Government will continue with
public health and immunization programs, which have been so successful in
the past, and will develop new public health education programs.

My Government will more strongly promote physical fitness as a means
of improving the overall quality of health of our people. This will be achieved
through the sponsoring of fitness workshops and seminars as well as through
encouragement of employee fitness. Also, a special committee has been
appointed to conduct a comprehensive assessment of community
recreational services and needs within the Province. The report of this
Committee will serve as the basis for the formulation of recreational policies.

My Government realizes that there are special health care needs of the
elderly which have to be met. Therefore, action will be taken to ensure that

186



February 25, 1981 - Tape 3, Page 3

appropriate health care facilities and services are planned to meet the needs
of this important group who have contributed much to our society. Long term
care is the number one priority in the social and heaith care field and my
Government fully intends to utilize social and health care resources in
delivering a comprehensive service to the chronically ill.

My Government is continually aware of the need to spend every health
care dollar as wisely as possible. Towards this end, efforts will continue to
develop and expand less costly, but yet effective community-based health
services. Just recently, my Government approved the employment of
additional nurses to provide home nursing services to patients discharged
from hospital and requiring nursing care.

MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

One of the strong traditional features of Newfoundland society has been
the importance attached to the family. The family unit must be protected and
nurtured. In the development of social programs, therefore, steps will be
taken to ensure that the needs of the family are met and that every individual
in this Province is able to enjoy a minimum acceptable standard of living.

The development of community-based services will help establish the
means whereby families can remain in the community according to
traditional patterns. Qutreach services will enable senior citizens to remain in
their own homes longer, and thus prevent early institutionalization. In
addition, Government is evaluating the necessity of additional senior citizens
facilities. Qur Child Welfare services and services to deliquent children will be
strengthened to remove the necessity of children having to be
institutionalized for rehabilitation programs outside the family unit.

My Government is determined that during this, the international Year of
the Disabled, new actions wiil be taken to respond to the needs of all disabled
people. in particular, a program of incentives will be introduced to improve
employment opportunities for this group, who have demonstrated their
ability to function more fully in society. At the same time, my Government will
be awarding medals this year to give public recognition to outstanding
accomplishments of disabled persons.

My Government will continue, within the limits of financial resources, the
practice introduced in the 1980-81 budget of adjusting social assistance rates
to compensate for the erosion of purchasing power occasioned by inflation.
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The cultural uniqueness and individuality of this Province is as
important as material benefits. For this reason, my Government is committed
to preserving the Newfoundiand heritage and developing artistic creativity.
My Government will work closely with the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council to ensure that the concerns of our people are identified and policies
implemented to make certain these needs are addressed.

My Government is particularly anxious to receive input from our young
people on the social, cultural and economic directions that this Province
should take. My Government will, therefore, be giving a renewed thrust to
youth development in 1981-82 primarily through support for the
Newfoundland and Labrader Youth Advisory Council which will be
restructured in accordance with the recommendations of the youth of this
Province. ‘

My Government has long recognized that the shape of our society is
determined as much by the individual actions and unselfish commitment of
our people as by the activities of Government. Therefore, my Government will
establish awards programs for bravery and for citizenship. My Government
will be announcing the details of these programs during this Session.

Because of our unique status as an independent Commonweaith Country
at the outbreak of World War li, Newfoundianders who served in the British
Imperial Forces during the campaign were not officially decorated for having
volunteered their lives in defence of aur country. My Government intends to
introduce legisiation to provide our World War {l veterans with a
Newfoundland Volunteer Service Medal in recognition of their unselfish
actions.

My Government will embark upon a far reaching program of legislative
reform. Honourable Members will be asked to consider in excess of 60 pieces
of legisiation, the vast majority of which are of major import and will see
progress touching all areas of our society.

Because of the comprehensive nature of this program, Government will
seek the cooperation of all Honourable Members in adhering to a schedule to
ensure that prepared legisiation receives full debate and speedy passage.

My Government is extremely proud of its wide ranging program of legal
reforms, which are designed to provide all our citizens equality of access to
the justice system. My Government will present a Freedom of information Act
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and a Personal Privacy Act. As well, my Government will be bringing ina new
Judicature Act, which will introduce greater operational efficiency into the
court system; and amendments to the Human Rights Act to incorporate rights
for the blind and disabled. At the same time, my Government will continue in
its efforts to expand corrections facilities, and introduce a merger of the
courts.

My Government believes that collectively these initiatives will place this
Province's justice system on a par with the most progressive in the country.

My Government will be introducing a new Companies Act to modernize
corporate law and a Certified General Accountants Act. We are considering
placing both of these new Acts before a select committee of this Honourable
House.

in an effort to extend the protection of workers in the work place, my
Government will introduce an amendment to the Workers’ Compensation-Act
to provide coverage for students engaged in work programs.

My Government is concerned about statistics which show the appalling
number of traffic deaths related to failure to use seat belts. in an effortto save
the lives of our citizens, and to cut down on the high medical costs to the
public of serious traffic accidents, you will be asked to approve compuisory
seat belt legislation.

Continuing with social legislation, my Government is extremely pleased
to introduce, for the first time in our history, an Act to provide for a funding
mechanism for the Public Service Pension Plan and other refated pension
plans sponsored by Government.

My Government will make significant advances in its attempt to regulate
and control the impact of oil-related deveiopments. An amendment to the
Development Areas (Lands) Act will provide legisiative authority to the
measures Government has already announced. Further, an amendment to the
Urban and Rural Planning Act will extend control over marine areas so that
proper planning of onshore development can be undertaken by the Province.

The Public Accounts for the period ending March 31, 1980, and the
estimates for the coming fiscal year will be placed before you, for your usual
close scrutiny and serious consideration.

You will be asked to grant supply to Her Majesty.
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MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

The overriding aim of my Government is the enrichment of our society.
To this end my Government will do all in its power to introduce economic,
social, and cultural reforms for our people. However, my Government faces
an uncertain future in its zeal and determination to attain this goal. My
Government has been denied the reasonable sharing of the necessary levers
of fishery, hydro transmission and offshore resources, which are absolutely
essential for realization of this end. Therefore, it must be stressed that we will
be unstinting in our efforts to advance the proposition of equal treatment
within this nation.

Furthermore, heavy economic activity along the lines whereby the
Province has no say over these levers of development could mean social and
cultural disaster for our distinct, but sensitive, rural society.

Present federal policies could very will diminish the already inadequate
power that my Government has at its disposal to shape our collective destiny.
We will continue to oppose such policies with all the strength and
determination which is the legacy of our forefathers.

My Government has clearly laid a foundation of resource and social
policies that could lead to a brighter futurefor our Province. We will continue
our struggle to gain access to the needed economic levers through the
constitutional process.

However, we must not delude ourselves that our quest will be an easy
one. Our path will be fraught with difficulties and uncertainties. If we are to
succeed, the people of our Province must become involved as never before.
Their input into and support for the policies and programs of my Government
are essential. We call upon all citizens of aur Pravince to take up the challenge
of the eighties and build with us a better Newfoundtand and Labrador.

MR. SPEAKER AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY:

| invoke God's blessing upon you as you commence your labours in this
Third Session of the Thirty-Eighth General Assembly. May Divine Providence
guide you in your deliberations.
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MR. SPEAKER(Simms): The hon. the President

of the Council.
MR, MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I give
notice of a bill, "An Act To Provide For The Protection
Of The Forests Of The Province From Insects And Disease",
and I ask that this bill be now read a first time.

Motion, the hon. the
President of the Council to introduce a bill, "An Act To
Provide For The Protection Of The Forests Of The Province
From Insects And Disease", carried.

On motion, said
bill read a first time, ordered read a second time on
tomorrow.
MR. SPEARER: . I should like to
inform hon. members that His Honour the Lieutenant-
Governor has been pleased to make a speech to the members
met in General Assembly and for greater accuracy I have
obtained a copy, and copies will be distributed to hon.
members.

The hon. the member
for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. ANDREWS: Your Honour, it is my
privilege today to move that a Committee of this hon. House
be appointed to draft an Address in Reply to the most
gracious Speech from the Throne.

Mr. Speaker, and hon
members of this House of Assembly, there is no doubt in
anyone's mind that in 1981 Newfoundland is going through
tremendous changes, and there are so many points recently
mentioned in the gracious Speech from the Throne that
affect every district throughout this Province of

Newfoundland and Labrador. I refer to the problems that
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MR. ANDREWS: we must face with
our forest industry in Newfoundland, in particular, the
spruce budworm, the tremendous potential for gas and
0il off our coast,and the new challenges facing us in
the fishery. We also face tremendous challenges, Mr.
Speaker, in the development of Labrador hydro potentiéi
as well as challenges: in many other fields.

I refer to the
constitutional debate whereby many of the things we held
sacred in Newfoundland and Labrador could be challenged
and opposed. Also the fact that under the new propesed . _ _ .
COnst;tutidn Act; Newfoundland may not have the ability
or the right to direct its own future.

These are very
serious issues, Mr. Speaker, and ones that I hope this

hon. House will address over the next few months.

22



February 25, 1981 Tape No. 5 Dw - 1

MR. H. ANDREWS: Mr. Speaker, I represent a district,

the district of Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir, where all of the above-
mentioned issues affect the citizens. The recent decision by
government to implement the spray programme for the spruce
budworm is most encourééing; and T support it completely.

It is a bold measure,but I believe it is one that had to happen.
The forest resources in' Newfoundland are valuable to the whole
Province, and for some 18,000 jobs to be held in jeopardy because
of an insect that we can control, I think was a very serious
situation. The_ sane_and rational management this government
has brought to Newfoundlanders and Labradorians over the past
couple of years is also reflected in announcements of better
forest management in the future and in particular the agree-
ments with Abitibi-Price and possibly the Bowater company.

These are major breakthroughs in better forest management of
the future.

But, Mr. Speaker, we have a long way
to go. The mistakes of the past will take generations to
correct. I do believe, however, this is an excellent beginning.

Mr. Speaker, the fishery is still
a much debated subject in this Province and I expect it will
be for many vears to come. The recent report released for the
orovincial government by NORDCO indicates something that I
think many of us have believed for a number of years,that in
effect we do not know all that much about the biology of the
Northern cod stock. But I believe this can go even further.
My district of Burgeo - Bay d' Espoir uses a stock of fish
largely based in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The information
on this stock also should be researched to a much greater

degree.
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MR. H. ANDREWS: ‘ Incidentally, Mr. Speaker, it

is with some pleasure that I can say today in this House
that the inshore fishermen along the Southwest Coast are
having an excellent Spring of 1981. The reports that I
have received from fishermen in Burgeo and Ramea and other
locations along the coast indicate that this may be one
of the best years in recent times.

But we are facing some serious
problems. The gquota allocations by the federal government,
be they too high or too low,are certainly being caught too
quickly. I believe that the fish companies involved must
come to some sort of agreement amongst themselves. I think
that if the fish companies in Newfoundland loocked at the
sealing industry and analyzed the methods that the sealing
captains and vessel owners use to distribute the announced
quota, it would be a very effective way of distributing the
stocks of fish that are made available to the fishing vessels.
In other words, I would advocate that we investigate the
possibility of setting up some sort of vessel guota or, perhaps,
a company quota as opposed to a ver trip guota. This would
satisfy all companies and all vessel opgrators,particularly

if they have longer distances to go. The longer
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MR. ANDREWS: distances involved certainly

justify bringing in bigger and larger catches per trip,
but the total per vessel quota would remain the same.

I believe there is some merit in investigating this
possibility.

Mr. Speaker,_the district of
Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir is one of the most extensive in the
whole Province, from Conne River, Morrisville, Milltown,

Head of the Bay, St. Veronica's, St. Josephs Cove, St. Alban's

in Bay d'Espoir, reaching Westward to the coastal communities

of McCallum, Francois, Grey River, Ramea and Burgeo. The -district
represents the essence of what Newfoundland is all about, with

the forestry, the fishery, and the large hydro development

project, Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir looks forward

to the good government it deserves, and I intend to work to

the best of my ability to help accomplish this.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to be
associated with this PC Government of Newfoundland and Labr;dor.
It is a government that has chart~é course for Newfoundland
and Labrador, a course of sane, sensible and responsible
management. Once again I repeat we have so many problems facing
us, and the Opposition at many times looks formidible, in
particular, the issue of Labrador hydro power.

It is almost inconceivable to
me that the Government of Canada still refuses our right to
transmit hydro power through the Province of Quebec. When we look
at the railways, the highways, the airline routes, the pipelines
that crisscross this countrv.it is most frustrating that we
cannot export one of our most valuable resources. The whole
issue of where Newfoundland sits in Confederation in the future
is at stake, I believe, over this one issue. It exemplifies the
frustrations of a province within this federal system,to chart

its own course for the future.
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MR. ANDREWS: ' Mr. Speaker, much has been said

in recent years about the great potential of oil and gas. off
our coast, However, I believe that oil and gas must be considered
in its proper perspective. The fishery, the forestry, and our
hydro, all these renewable resources,will remain our most
important assets. The way I would like to look at oil and gas
is the Christmas bonus at the end of the year, the little bit
extra that your boss might pass along to you. Iﬂithi;.regard,

it is very important that
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MR. ANDREWS:

we develop the offshore gas and oil to the best benefit of the
people of Newfoundland and Labrador, and not necessarily to the
benefit of the o0il companies. T am very proud that the government
of Newfoundland has established the regulations and guidelines
necessary for this rational development. However, it is amazing
that the Federal Government has not taken the same leadership.
This once again supports the Province's claim that we are the

best people to own and manage this very valuable and influential

resource.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. ANDREWS: Any suggestion that we as Newfound- -

landers are not capable of owning and managing this resource, as
with other resources such as the fisheries, only creates an atmos-
phere of subservience, an atmosphere that we could well do with-
out, an atmosphere that we probably knew too much of in the

past.

Once again, Your Honour, it is my
privilege to move that a Committee of this hon. House be
appointed to draft an Address in Reply to the most gracious

Speech from the Throne.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for Baie Verte - White
Bay.

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure for me

today to second the motion that a Committee be appointed to draft

a reply to the gracious Speech from the Throne. TheSpeech out-*
lines bold new directions that this government will take as it
continues to grapple with the many. problems that face our people.

I stand here today, Mr. Speaker, as a Newfoundlander proud of the
positions taken by our Premier and his administration on issues that

are so vital to the future of this Province.

[}
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT: I stand today, Sir, proud to be a
Canadian and convinced that being a good Newfoundlander does not
make me any less a good Canadian.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT: I think, Mr. Speaker, the proof pos-
itive of that is in the person of our own Premier who has just
been awarded the Vanier Award for his achievements as a Canadian
and as a Newfoundlander, and I would certainly like to publicly
offer him my congratulations on that award now.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR.RIDEOUT: Mr. épeakér, as Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians we can stand today tempered by the mistakes of our
past and determined never to commit the same mistakes again.

Sir, it is a great honour for me to
represent the people of this Province in this Legislature. It
is a particular honour for me to represent the people of Baie Verte -
White Bay, Having been born,raised and educated in the small rural
community of Fleur de Lys in White Bay, I am one of the people
that I represent. I grew up with them, I went to school with them,
lived there all my life,so I need no initiation to the problems that
those people face. I know what it is like to live in isolation,

without road connections to the outside

28



February 25, 1981 Tape 8 EC -1

MR. RIDEOUT:

world - I spent the first fifteen years under those
conditions. I know what it is like to live without
electricity because I spent the first twenty years
living under such conditionsi- I am one of those, Sir,
who got the little bit of education that he has by

the light of the kerosene oil lamp. I know what

it is like not to have access to proper water systems
because I grew up with the galvanized bucket. So

I understand, Mr. Speaker, why the people of Harbour
Deep so desperately need a road connection. I under-
'stand why the people of Englee and Roddickton and
Westport and Burlington and Little Arm and all the

other communities in the Baie Verte - White Bay district
need and deserve to have roads upgraded and paved,

I understand why communities like Smith's Harbour and
Shoe Cove and a number of others need to have a proper
water system. I understand why communities like Burlington
and Middle Arm and a number of 6ther communities need to
have a proper sewer system. These are things that people
have a right to expect from their government and they
are the services that their government want to provide

and are providing to the best of our economic ability.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. RIDEQOUT: But therein, Mr. Speaker, lies

the crunch. The future can be bright for this Province
if we are allowed to control the tools of our economic
destiny, And I say to you that without these controls,
exercised by our own people for the good of our people,
then the future is not bright. We will continue to be
‘have not', we will continue to be dependent on other
regions of this country for our existence. That is not

to say, Mr. Speaker, that we are not grateful to our
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MR. RIDEOUT: brother and sister Canadians fof
the support and help they have given us as partners in
the Canadian Confederation, But if we are ever going to
contribute in a significant way to the other people of
Canada, as I would hope we can, then we must be permitted
to own, to develop and control our resources and to reap
a fair and equitable return from those resources. To
allow less than that to transpire, Mr. Speaker, will mean
that we will have been sentenced to being forever poor.
This Premier and this go&ernmén£>are.standing firm so as

to erase forever that grim possibility. This Premier and
tﬁis govern;ent are fighting and shall continue to fight
for nothing more, and will accept nothing less, than an
oppertunity for us as Newfoundlanders and Labradorians,

to become egual partners in Confederation.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT: I am heartened, Sir, that the
Speech from the Throne leaves no doubt that this government
is firm in that resolve and to that commitment.

Mr. Speaker, what we are talking
about here are rights, basic fundamental rightss The right
of every Newfoundlander and Labradorian,as a citizen of

Canada, to gainful
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MR. T. RIDEQUT: employment, to public services

comparable to those enjoyed by Canadians living in other parts

B

of this country, the right to be equal - no better or no less -
but to be egqual partners in the Canadian family.

These rights, Mr. Speaker, cannot
be achieved by reaching settlements for short-term political
gain. We must insist on rights that will give us long-term
equality such as some say in our major resource, the fishery;
such as the right to transmit our eﬁergy resources t; a waiting
and starving market; such as ownership of our offshore oil and
gas. There can be no more giveaways, There can be no more
inequality- there can be no more second,or third,or fourth
class citizens in this country. And only when this is achieved
can inequality be eradicated forever, only then will we
be thruthfully able to say that we are meaningful, contributing
partners in Confederation. Only then,with increased revenue
from our resources,can the torments and the misery of isolation,’
of deplorable road conditions, of inadequate water systems and-
dozens of other desperately needed social programmes, only then

will we be able to satisfy the legitimate and just demands of our

peop;e. ng yighoqg_this breakthrough we will continue to

be poor and we will continue to have public services far below
the Canadian average.
Mr. Speaker, this, as I see it,

is the challenge that faces onr neople, Their Premier and their
government, as is ouxr duty, have taken up the cudgel: We aré fighting
the fight and we will continue to do so. But we must all be

as one in our determination, for the fight is not yet over.

We can settle for being second best if we so wish or we can
continue to fight for our rights so that one day we will be

equal with all other Canadians, so that one day a Canadian living
in Harbour Deep has equality with a Canadian living in Graﬁiéléj
British Columbia, and that a Canadian living in Ming's Bight

has the same kind of road to drive over as a Canadian living

in any part of Nova Scotia. That is the dream of this Premier,
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MR. T. RIDEOQOUT: and that is the vision of this

government. We know that it is a dream and a vision that the
vast majority of Newfoundlanders and Labradorians share. So,
Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure and ap honour for me to second
the-motion that a Committee be appointed to draft a reply to

the gracious Speech from the Throne.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. SPEARER (Simms): The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
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MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, may I begin by extending
a word of.Qgicome to our very distinguished visitors, both on
the floor and in the galleries and welcome them to this their
House of Assembly. I -think it will be observed that the lights
have just gone out and the windows opened.

MR. ROBERTS: Hear, hear!

MR. STIRLING: I understand that we are breaking with
tradition, as this government is very proud of doing, the
tradition of covering the House by the television cameras and
the speeches. And my understanding is that although we agreed
to have the comments of both the mover and the seconder, and
myself and the Premier recorded by the TV cameras for extract
later, as well as the speech, I understand that that was refused
by the government and that is why the mover and the seconder,
and, I guess, the Premier and I, will not have the honour of
having this recorded and extracts used. B&And after hearing,

Mr. Speaker, after hearing the Speech from the Throne I can

certainly understand -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. ROBERTS: - I can understand why.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: No wonder they want to hide it.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, there are others in this

House who have heard many, many speeches from the Throne.

MR. NEARY: Twenty-five of them.
MR. STIRLING: I have only heard three.

The first one was on July 1l2th., 1979,
when I was first a member of this House, and it had ten pages
and great hopes. We were never going to be dependent on Ottawa
again. And the next one that I heard was last year; it had fourteen
pages and there was a possibility we might need Ottawa for a little
bit. And now in this Speech from the Throne, it is a shame that
His Honour had to be given those words to utter. I do agree
.with one thing though that.the Premier has said recently, and
based on this Throne Speech I would not anticipate an election

in the foreseeable future.
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MR. L. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, there are a few

things that need to be vointed out.But first of all I would
like to congratulate the mover and seconder. Some of the
points that they made were voints that apply to their districts.
I am particularly interested in the points made by the seconder
because, of course, as he says,he does understand the problemg.
And, of course, when he submitted himself to the electorate, the
last time,he was elected as a Liberal with those concerns. and
those concerns have not changed, although ;hey are in a little
bit of conflict with the main speech, The main Speech from the
Throne talks about our only chance and our last chance with —
the offshore oil. And the ﬁover, of course, considers that
just a little Christmas present - not too important. The
seconder talks about all the things that we consider important
and that we were looking for in this Throne Speech. Where
was the action going to take place to look after water and
sewer problems, road problems, the rural Newfoundland problems ?
Where was 1it? .

- Mr. Speaker, since this is the
first time that I have spoken representing this side in a
Speech frem the Throne, since the Speech from the Throne sets
out what is the government's responsibility, what the govern-
. ment's plans are for this upcoming session,let me say what I
see is our duty in this upcoming session.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, my
first responsibility is to the people of Bonavista North who
elected me to this House of Assembly as were the other fifty-
one people elected to the House of Assembly. My second
responsibility is to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador
who elected all of us. And I make no avologies for the fact
that we in this House of Assembly have to be concerned, first
of all, about the provincial issues. Our first duty is to

reoresent the people of Newfcundland and Labrador, in whatever
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MR. L. STIRLING: capacity, as a part of Canada.

Mr. Speaker, our system works
on a system of cheques and balances, a system of competition,

competition amongst individuals, amongst

(&8}
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MR. STIRLING: companies, between
management and labour and between political parties,

so that I have a dual roie in this House, Mr. Speaker.
I have the official role as leader of the Opposition,
and those of us who were elected, that ended up on this
side of the House, have a duty to question, to make the
governnent perform, to make the government bring in
legislation, and to bring in plans. That is our
official opposition duty. And the other duty is to
providé an alternative, between now and the time of the
next election, to put together what it is that the people
of this Province want to see as an alternative to the
government that they have now elected. And we will

try to do that to the best of our ability.

Mr. Speaker, last
year in this House of Assembly, when this government
first took office, we saw every effort made to co-operate.
The reason that we saw that effort is that the rules
could not be changed without our agreement. Of recent
months we have seen a disregard of this House of
Assembly. We are seeing government by press conference,
government by news conference, but nothing being tabled
in the House of Assembly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. STIRLING: And we heard from the
news media that the government had decided that they are
going to change the order of business and the method
that they were going to use - as was their right and as
is their right - but it was done in the most arrogant
manner that they did not even afford us the courtesy of

discussing what they planned to do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Shame! Shame!
MR. STIRLING: Now, of course, Mr.

Speaker, that was before I saw the Throne Speech. And I
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MR. STIRLING: can certainly under-
stand why they hope to. fill up most of the week with

legislation rather than let us get into the Throne

Speech.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, what has

happened since this government has taken office? With
all the promise, with all the drive, with all the
enthusiasm, what happened? Well, the first thing that
happened, of course, was that there was a P.C.Government
in Ottawa and they got elected on the basis of working
very closely with the P.C.Government in Ottawa. But that
did not last very long.

Jim McGrath, the then
Minister of Fisheries, got called a 'traitor'.

Mr. Speaker, I think
it is significant that in this Speech from the Throne we
do not hear any more about the great fisheries resource,

the great development in Harbour Grace.
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MR. STIRLING: That was a firm commitment in the
first Speech from the Throne, it was only a question in the se-
cond Speech, and it is not going to see the light of day in this
Speech. '

Mr. Speaker, what else has happened ?
Andwhat are we seeing in this Speech from the Throne today? We
are seeing a government that essentially has given up, a govern-
ment that is sounding- the most pathetic government that could
have ever delivered a throne speech. They are saying; We would
like to do all of these things except Ottawa will not let us do
them."

I heard somebody on television the
other day saying, 'What do you expect us to do, you expect us to
take the initiative?' I made a suggestion, I made a suggestion on
how we can get out of this impasse of our government not talk-
ing to the Federal Government and I said, 'Well, let us develop,
as we did the Lower Churchill', in which we have control with this
Province. Let there be no doubt in anyone's mind, anywhere in this
Province, that this party is in full agreement with what has always
been the Provincial Government's position-that control should rest

in this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. STIRLING: But that does not mean one hundred per-
cent of everything. Anc this is the real problem,and this is the pro-
blem in this Throne Speech, the problem of the concept of this
Throne Speech. There is nowhere in it where this Province is tak-
ing the initiative to say to Ottawa, ‘We want the control but we
are willing to share.' And that is the problem. They have backed
themselves into a corner.

Let us just take a look at some of the
things in the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker. Let us take a couple of

the things in the Throne Speech.

(4]
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MR. STIRLING: Talk is made of the fishery. They talk

about the managing of our resources, the Five Year Plan. Well, what

does the Five Year Plan say? What does the Five Year Plan say?
This is the govermment's own Five Year Plan. From the Throne Speech,
Mr. Speaker, you would get the impression that this is the answer

to all our problems, the government®s Five Year Plan. Well, here

is what it says, and I am quoting from the Government's:

own Five Year Plan: "Newfoundland's dependence on Federal source
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MR. STIRLING: revenues is clearly illustrated
by the fact that in 1979 - 1980, $495 million of the total
current account revenues of $1,059,000,000 comes to the
Province in the form of federal revenue transfers. This
means that 47 per cent of our total 1979 - 1980 current
account revenues were obtained from federal sources.
This is the government's own plan. And it goes on to
say, "The economic and financial portion of this document
demonstrates conclusively that the Province simply does
not have the fiscal capacity to deliver the desired level
of public services and will not within the five year period."

So what does it say, Mr. Speaker?
Mention is made here of setting up an Economic Council of
Newfoundland. Maybe because we did not like what was said
by the Economic Council of Canada, it was thrown out of hand.
And the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council - here is what
the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council said: "In its most
optimistic projections for oil and gas benefits to this
Province, industry will only provide approximately 3 per cent
of the jobs that will exist in Newfoundland." Now, Mr.Speaker,
this is the most challenging statistic coming out of APEC.
APEC projects that there will be a 50 per cent short fall
in the number of jobs created versus the number of people
entering the work force. This means there will be twice
as many people in the work force than we can find jobs for
in the next ten years.

Those are the facts of life.
Setting up a new Economic Council of Newfoundland will
either confirm this or will point to some other direction,
some other means other than the ones that have been talked
about.

Mr. Speaker, let us deal with

those two or three very important issues that the government
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MR. STIRLING: have made part of their
Throne Speech. ‘

The essential thing that was
needed in this Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, is a change
in the government's attitude from one of confrontation,
one of taking on the federal govermment, the Quebec
Government, the Nova Scotia Government, NAPE, and now,

I understand, the teachers. The latest thing that has
bappened is that Grade XIT,with all its great flurry and
all its great promises, has not had the money committed
to it and has not had the teaching positions committed

to it.
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MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, let us deal with
what has changed in this Throne Speech from previous throne
speeches. Hydro transmission; Now, I presume this is the
government's present policy. "The cheapest source of
electricity is Gull Island. Surplus power of this development
must have a market. My government has concluded an

agreement in principle with New York State for the sale of
this surplus power. It remains only for the federal
government to allow the transmission of hydro power through
neighbouring provinces to bring this about.”

Now, Mr.. épeaker, in another part
of the document it talks about continuing to investigate
Labrador. In an earlier document it said all of the hydro
power would be used in Labrador. Now what it is saying here
is if the federal govermment will agree, it goes through
Quebec and into New York, A complete inconsistency, Mr. Speaker,
and a sell out for the people of Labrador.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the inconsiséency
of saying that the oil is our only chance, the only chance that
we have,in one part of the document,and in another part of the
same document, Mr. Speaker, it says. that the revenues from
Hibernia field would meet or exceed equalization payments for
only three yeafs of its estimated twenty year life span. So,
in other words, in seventeen out of the twenty years, And then
it says that nobody has challenged this. Of course nobody has
challenged it, because this is something which was ~ a point
made on this side of the House many times over the last two
or three years is that offshore o0il is not our solution, that
we have to turn back to the real problems facing this Province
and to use the job opportunities that already exist to develop

in this Province.
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MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, one of the things
that is held out as a great accomplishment of this governments§
"My government has reached an agreement with Abitibi Price
for replacement of its ninety-nine year lease concession by a
twenty year conditional management agreement’ I mentioned
to some of my colleagues that that sounded like a very good
arrangement. And I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, about the
government giving information which is not complete. T
understand there is nothing wrong with what was said there,
but what was not said is what causes us so many problems
in this‘Province,with this present government.

I understand from my colleagues,
and it will be checked out, that this ninety-nine year lease
was signed in 1905, which means that it will run out in the

year 2004, and that this government in 1981
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MR. L. STIRLING:

has completed a new twenty year programme,So that the result,
subject to having it checked out, Mr. Speaker, the result is
that this ninety-nine year lease,which has been traded for a
twenty year conditional management agreement, seems like we gave
up something that is going to end three years - we have three
years of taking it over and we have replaced it with a twenty
year agreement. Now that is subject to correction. I hope
that that is not correct, I hope that the information in there
does not mislead people. I thought it was a good idea.

Another part of this agreement, Mr. Speaker -

MR. T. LUSH: Look at Jim Morgan laughing as if he
understood it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. L. STIRLING: - talks about our sacred rights.

Mr. Speaker, those of us in the House, and maybe nobody outside
of the House because it was not very exciting news at the time,
it was sort of two weeks after the famous speech on television’ -
in this House we introduced an amendment to the government's
resolution which would put us in great conflict with the federal
position and that was a position that said 'if our sacréa_ o
rights of the Denominational System of Education and the
Labrador Boundary, if those rights were to be changed they could
only be changed by agreement of this House of Assembly.' And
the government voted against that, Mr. Speaker. It was not
agreeing with the federal position, it was taking a position
that said it would only be in agreement with this House of
Assembly. So, Mr. Speaker, just because the government
continues on to make comments that do not tell the whole
story, there is a great deal of inconsistency.

Talk about the Fishery: this
government -and the Leader of this government has been part of
the PC Government —and, by the way, today was the first time

I heard a member refer to it as the PC Government in a year and

bl
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MR. L. STIRLING: a half, he was proud to be part

of the PC Government. Well, these fishery problems were around
for the last eight years, why did it take until last year to
appoint a Royal Commission? And why is the NORDCO report now
just being done to show all these problems?

Now, Mr. Speaker, we agree that
the fisheries problems of this Province are only going to be
solved by the co-operation of the Provincial Government and the
Federal Government,and we have called for the same kind of
joint arrangements, joint agreements as has been suggested,
as we have suggested in the offshore.

Mr. Speaker, there is no question
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MR. L. STIRLING: that the fisheries of this Province

are an absolute mess. And you have the spectacle of the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) on one day suggesting
that it was an awful thing that they did not agree to the
quotas for the trawlers to drag out the season, and the
Premier on saying we should suspend trawlers indefinitely,
the next day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. L. STIRLING: And then in this document, the

admission in this document that we do not know very much
about the resource.

Reference is made again, Mr. Speaker,
just by way of conflict in this. In one part of the Speech
from the Throne it refers to the fact that no DREE agreements
had been signed in 1980. And on page eleven it refers to the
recently signed DREE agreement, forestry DREE agreement, which
will add $21 million. So, complete, utter conflicting state-
ments to confuse. We are now going to have a select committee
on the new Election Expenses Act. The last Throne Speech, that
was going to be brought in.

Mr. Speaker, to put these words in the
mount of the Lieutenant-Governor certainly has to give full
marks for the continuance of the brashness and the gall of the
government, 'My government is proud to have persuaded the
federal government to build this facility in our Province' -

the ice facility going to Memorial University.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK: It must have been done by press
release.

MR. NEARY: They did not know about it. They

read it in the newspaper.
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MR. L. STIRLING: Mr, Speaker, the government alse

in its Throne Speech - I will get into more-detail later on
because we will have lots of time to do that - the government
mentions in its Throne Speech the concern abcocut the budworm
and how this government has now taken acti;n. Tell me anything
new that was brought up this year to the Royal Commission that
that government did not have all the information on a year ago
and yet let the problem continueg“_

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Two years. 3

MR. L. STIRLING: Well, a full year is the last time
they referred to it in the Throne Speech. . -

b7
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MR. STIRLING: Mr.Speaker, if it was ﬁot so pathetic,
the concern about the integration of economic educational develop-
ment with manpower planning - and what does that consist of? An in-
ventory of tradesmen.

Mr. Speaker, unvelievable! In the Throne

Speech, "My government has taken steps to establish an inventory of

tradesmen."”
MR. HOLLETT: They are all registered now.
MR. FLIGHT: Call Manpower in Grand Falls and you will

get an inventory of men.

MR. HOLLETT: Call your (inaudible) in Manpower?

MR. HODDER: Yes, and Stephenville.

MR. FLIGHT: Call the Manpower office. (Inaudible)
SOME_HON. 'MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. ROBFRTS: (Inaudible) for the handicapoed.

MR. NEARY- (Inaudible) for the disabled should go to

+he oublic (inaudible).

SOMF HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. ROBERTS: Where is Cabot Martin now that we really
need him?

MR. STIRLING: Mr, Soeaker, another part of the Throne
Speech refers to honest and efficient aovernment; that thev are going
+0 be very concerned about honest and efficient government. There was
one time since this Premier has become Premier that he had an opovort-
unitv to show how He suprorted honest and efficient agovernment and
that was when a unanimous aareement from both sides of the House, a
unanimous report. four people from that side, three people from this
side, found that a minister of the Crown had been guilty of a contra-
vention of the Public Tendering Act. That was the one time that this
Premier had an ooportunitv and what was his position? It was a quest-
ion of judgement.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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gg;_ﬁﬁégﬁi You will find out how honest he is
now when the Public Accounts Committee reports to the House.

We will soon find out.

MR. ROBERTS: Well, we saw last year how he treats
Public Accounts reports.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Sveaker. there is concern expressed
in this Sveech from the Throne for rural Newfoundland and con-
cern about what the Federal Government may be doinc, or the off-
shore o0il mav be doing to rural Newfoundland. Well, Mr. Speaker,
this same covernment right now. richt at this moment has brought
in a municipalities act which was forced on rural Newfoundland
with property tax that has to be brouaght in over the next three
vear period, where these peoole have had their agrants cut by
twenty per cent and they have had to increase taxes bv anywhere
from twenty to fifty per cent. This is in rural Newfoundland,
they only places affected. Urban Newfoundland is not affected
because they already have property tax and they are giving them

a fifty per cent grant. But in rural Newfoundland, where they
just cannot live with the legislation, they have cut their grants
and forced them to increase taxes. And that is somethinag that
this government could do about rural Newfoundland.

MR. HOLLETT: There was no increase in taxes since
they got elected.

MR.STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, another group of people
in rural Newfoundland and that is the people in Bellevue.

MR. WARREN: Hear, hear!:

MR.STIRLING: They would like to have representation
in this House of Assembly.

SOME HON. MFMBERS: Hear, hear!

AN HON. MFMBER: Get up and call it.
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MR. BENNETT: You can c¢all an election, can you not?

you can call a by-election.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: _ O..h.f oh!
MR. STIRLING: Walter Carter, the former

member for St. Mary's - The Capes, found out that when the
Premier wants to get rid of a problem he can do it very
quickly. Twenty-one days after he resigned there was'a

solution in St. Mary's - The Capes and we have -

AN HON. MEMBER: Twenty—one?ﬂ‘ _

MR. HANCOCK: That was a shoe in for him.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. STIRLING: - we have a great member for

St. Mary's - The Capes. So if there is any real concern
for the people in Bellevue, let us.have that by-election.

Let us have that by-election in Bellevue.

MR. WARREN: Now.
MR. STIRLING: Anytime at all. Let us get it

over with. Because, Mr. Speaker, at this oil symposium
that we had - and I sat in on it for three days - one of
the questicns I asked Mobil 0il was, Have you been asked
by the government to take the Hibernia oil and use it as

a first priority in Come By Chance? Have you been asked

to take over and operate Come By Chance in the meantime?
And would you develop facilities in the Province of
Newfoundland for the refining of 0il? And the answer to
all the questions was 'No'. It has not been discussed with

them by this government.

MR. NEARY: Now! ©Now! Now!

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. FLIGHT: He would know 'Leo’.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, those are the

first few remarks that I wanted to make on this day as we
heard the Speech from the Throne. There will be lots of

time to go into the detail.

5
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MR. STIRLING: I think in summary, Mr. Speaker,
that we are going to see a year,in 1981,0f confrontation,

of continuing with the present stance of taking on the
federal government, any provincial government, anybody

else, All through 1981, excuses of why nothing is happening

in this Province, a leaflet to all the householders saying

hang tough.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. WARREN: Government money.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, that is a natural.

Mr. Speaker, it does not get
away from the basic problem facing this Province. And the
basic problem facing this Province is that the government

must change its attitude about dealing with people.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STIRLING: Dealing with people and dealing

with governments.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STIRLING: For our part, Mr. Speaker, we

will continue to do what we have said that we will do.

We will present positive criticism and we will present a
positive alternative, and we would lcok to the government
to start showing some concern for the people of Newfoundland
and Labrador, rather than just the power-hungry craze of
saying, 'Give us all the power,' and let us get back to

the real concerns to develop the jobs, to do the things

that were spoken of by the mover and seconder in the Address
in Reply.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:

a1



February 25, 1981 Tape No. 20 SD - 1

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, before I begin a

few remarks let me just say, first of all, that I was pleased
to see here in the hon. House today so many leaders of the
community listening to the Throne Speech.zIt is one of the éreat
traditions, I guess, of this House of Assembly, that when we
do have a Throne Speech a lot of the leaders of the community
do come and attend, the leaders of the churches and so on,
and I am glad to see so many of them here today.

Secondly, I want to say, Mr.
Speaker, that unfortunatelv, because of the process for this
day = I think I voice the concern of all - not the concern -
I voice the congratulations of all members of this hon. House
in wishing the Queen and the Prince of Wales all the best in
the future as a result of a very dramatic announcement
yesterday that our future King, I suppose, will be getting
married this coming Summer.And I am sure I speak for thg ]
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Stirling) and all members, if, in
the next day or so, we do discharge our responsibilities and
communicate on behalf of all members of the House congratulations
to the Queen on this very significant event in the history
of the Commonwealth. For that, I am sure, I have the concurrence
of all hon. members.

Now, Mr. Speaker, throne speeches,
I suppose, traditionally, historically, and according to
constitutional practice and parliamentary practice,are times
when the government of the day tries tooutline in a general
way the directions that that government intends to take during
the year, durigg that parliamentary year, or that sort of
fiscal year,tries to give in general terms the directions it
is going to take socially and economically and cultufally. And
we have tried to do that, Mr. Speaker, in the Throne Speech
that was presented today. And I think one of the mest

significant aspects of the Speech,if you look at it in its
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PREMTER PECKFORD: totality and you try to break

it down into various precentagesé is that more time was spent in“
this Speech on social and cultural activities thén on ;n§ other
and that we are trying to indicate to the people of the
Province that the overall goal of all governments, in all
countries, is a social one and that is to bring to our

people a greater degree of services and a greater amount of
compassion so that all citizens throughout the Province

are equally treated and that services.are provided. And

that must always be, Mr. Speaker, our overriding goal.

it is a social goal, one of trying to bring to people whom

we are here to serve ,who pay our salaries, the best possible
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PREMIER PECKFORD: services that we possibly can. And

I guess I would voice the remarks of the member for Baie
Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout) when he talked about it in
those terms in seconding the motion, that this one of the
things that this government, that all government's must try
to do. It is in the realization of that social goal where
all the problems rest, and where all the problems come. And
this administration, and this government have said on a
number of occasions, through various Throne Speeches, that here
is where the crunch comes for us, for this government, for this
Province and for the people of this Province in trying to
realize that social and cultural goal of equality and bring to
all parts of the Province an equality of services that they all
should enijoy; on the Labrador coast, or the Northern Labrador
coast, or Burgeo, or Port au Port, or wherever it has to be.
And it is in the realization of that social goal where this
Province has to make up its mina on how it is going to reach
that. We have said as a government clearly, all the members
on this side of the House have supported\it over and over
again, that two things really must happen, I suppose, and
that is that we must be able to, as a partner in Confederation,
develop a lot of the resources for ourselves, in the first
instance, and for all Canadians as well, and at the same time,
participate in ongoing federal/provincial programmes. That
is more or less the route that we have taken.

And that becomes more defined, Mr.
Speaker, as one looks at what we have to do. If one looks,
for example, at the present moment, at our particular fiscal
position which finds é450 or $500 million in equalization
payments coming, we have articulated, in my view, a very
clear position as a member of Confederation and that is,is it
not somehow reasonable and Canadian and in the greatest tra-

dition of the BNA Act for a component of Confederation
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PREMIER PECKFORD: that has the potential and the

opportunity to generate wealth in its own sphere, in its
own field, to generate that wealth and the larger share of
that wealth to go to that Province? And at the same time

as that happens, that reduces the flow of equalization

from the Canadian government so that can go to some

other have not Province of Canada. So as Newfoundland
brings itself up by its boot straps, if it has the resources
which it does, then it reduces the flow of money from Ottawa
providing $400 million to $566 million extra for Canada and
for the federal government to use in-other much needed
programmes .

And that is, Mr. Speaker, I suggest
and I submit, the essence of Confederation, that is the
essence of federalism.That is why we have advocated it since
* June 1979, and even before that time, some of us individually,
that that is the essence and the nub of the problem. And all
the specific programmes that one can talk about and debate )
are secondary to that principle. 1Is it the view of all members
of this House of Assembly, is it the view of all the citizens

of this Province that Canada
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PREMIER PECKFORD: means that if a potential exists in

one of those provinces of Canada to develop and generate wealth
through offshore o0il and gas, through fisheries, through forestry,
through hydro transmission,that if in the generation of this wealth
this Province then-saves and automatically gives to Canada $400

or $500 million dollars in equalization and replaces that $400 or
$500 million dollars of equalization with $400 or $500 million dol-
lars, that it has generated itself with the wealth that it has in its
boundaries to generate.

And secondly,that when it reaches that
magic figure of $400 or $500 million dollars in equalization-Mr. Speaker, -
do you know what happens? This Province then, because it has been .
classified under the criteria that Canada uses,is a have Province and
then we must contribute more of every dollar beyond that $500 million
dollars to help British Columbia, to help Prince Edward Island,to
help New Brunswick, and to help pcor Ontario .-God forbid that it should
ever happen in the Canadian Confederation. And that is the essence and
nub of the problem.and in all our debates and discussions about &
throne speech and about the elements that go to make it up, that is
the essence of the Canadian experiment,. that is the creativity of
Canada, that is the dynamism of Canada. And when one loses the sense
that each of those component parts has no longer the opportunity to
realize that gnal that is so well articulated by the early Fathers
of Confederation,then this constituticnal experiment is in trouble.

And that is why, Mr. Speaker, that is
why, that is the only reason why this Throne Speech, presented here
by the Lieutenant-Governor, representing the government's goals and
objectives has been forced to indicate in a very real and tangible
way that unless and until, Mr. Speaker, unless and until we can get

our fair share of the revenue from the transmission of hydro power
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PREMIER PECKFORD: equal to other Canadians in the trans-

mission of their oil and gas, until we can get - and let no New-
foundlander hearing my voice right now, Mr. Speaker, or those outside
who want to try to distort it, let it be clear, at ieaét ;;r this
one moment, that in saying that we own and control our oil and gas
resources, Mr. Speaker, and let us all be Newfoundlanders on this

and let us not be partisaﬁ in talking about it, let us be New-
foundlanders in talking about it.

When we say that - the Premier of this

Province or the Minister of Finance (Dr.Collins) or the member for
Placentia (W. Patterson) is not saying, is not saying that we are

not sharing. Under the oil and gas regulations and under the Prov-
incial ownership we are asking for the same sharing, with our owner-
ship applying,as now applies in British Columbia, as now applies in
Alberta, as now applies in Saskatchewan and it now applies to the

gas under i;ke Erie. We are not being greedy, Twenty-five per cent
of everyréingle dollar generaféd from oil on Hibernia, if our re-
gulations apply, goes directly to the Federal Treasury because we -want

to be responsible Canadians. But in being responsible Canadians -
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: But in being responsible Canadians,

we want to be responsible Newfoundlanders too. That is
what Canada is all about and that is the great danger.

It is very difficult sometimes to zero right in in words

on the core and the essence of Confederation and federationm.
But if there is any part of Canada that can zerc in on that
essence, can zero in on that dynamism, it is this Province,
because there is nowhere, Mf. Speaker, there is nowhere,

I submit, anywhere almost in the whole world, on this planet -
but let us limit it to Canada seeing we are talking about
it in those more narrow terms from global perspective -
there is nowhere in Canada, if you divide the number of
people in the potential value of the resources of all the
ten Provinces of Canada, there is no other province that
can come close to Newfoundland and the potential that it
has. No place can come close to it if one just assesses

our mineral wealth, our renewable forestry wealth, our
fishery wealth, our hydro power wealth and our oil and ga;
wealth, not to talk about tourism and farming and some of
the other ones which will be an integral part of our future.
We have the potential and the possibilities to be one of
the great contributing partners of Confederation in 2030.
We have one of the greatest opportunities ever provided
anybody on the face of this earth. And what we are saying,
Mr. Speaker, is that we want to participate fully in that
contribution. We want to participate fully in that
contribution in a sharing way which allows us some control
in the way it is developed, which allows us some say in it
and gives us on the front end some share of the revenues
that are going to be generated. It is strange that people
forget to mention the numbers; 35 per cent and 25 per cent
make up how much in arithmetic if you are using base ten?

35 per cent and 25 per cent, how much is that, 70 per cent?
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PREMIER PECKFORD: 60 per cent? That is how much

Newfoundland will lose even under its own regulations, of
0il and gas. That is how much goes to the companies and

the federal government, and the remaining resides here in
the Province.

So, Mr. Speaker, when we are
talking about this whole question of a Throne Speech, the
direction of a government in Canada, we must do it in relation
to what our overall goal is, and surely, as respected
leaders, as responsible leaders, our overall goal is to
provide better opportunities, better services for our people
so that over time they can be equal to other people in the
same nation. That must be our goal. That is our social
goal. That can only be reached through a number of levers
being operative and those levers must be the resource and
economic levers which can provide the wherewithal to reach
that social goal. So oil and gas and all the rest of it
are only levers, and on that score on the non-renewable
side, they are very frail, Mr. Speaker, very frail, temporary

levers, and why we have taken again a very
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

strong position on the fishery, and a ;éry strong positiﬁn
on the forestry.

Mr. Speaker, there are not very
many people in this room, or in this Province, who ever thought
that today, let alone the ERCO contract and the Water Aversion
Act, that this government, or any government of Newfoundland,
would be able to renegotiate, at this point in time, a whole
new agreement forlthe forest industry of this Province and create
six Come By Chances.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: And create six Come By Chances,

1,800 new jobs. Oh,if I was part of an administration of
ten years ago or twelve years ago, and could come in this
House as the leader of the government, how many times that
hundreds would be said_to magg sure that every single
Newfoundlande{ in every isolated hamlet had it clear through

their heads, six Come By Chances, Mr. Speaker, have been created
today by this government because of our forest policies.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: So, Mr. Speaker, when we look at

it we are prepared to accept the challenge, that is what the
gracious speech talks about, we are prepared to accept the
challenge of continuing to argue for equality of treatment as
it relates to those levers which will reach that social goal.
But in the meantime, Mr. Speaker, but in the meantime, even
though there is that uncertainty, even though there is that
frustration, we will move ahead quickly and aggressively to
ensure that our political system is honest, to ensure that
our social programmes keep pace with the rest of Canada, and
to ensure that in those fielés which are unquestioned, we will
do our part to demonstréte to Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
that we are serious and that we will, as the old fellow

said, keep up our end. No-two ways about that, Mr. Speaker.

60



February 25, 1981 Tape No. 24 NM - 2

PREMIER PECKFORD: We, as a government, will keep up

our end and we will do our utmost, without raising taxes, to
bring to the people of Newfoundland those social and cultural
programmes, those economic programmes-which will create jobs
and do the other things. But let there be no doubt about it,
the long-term, Mr. Speaker, the long-term future of Newfoundland
and its viability is tied up with those economic levers and
is tied up with the constitution. And as much as we might
want to hide away from it we cannot, we cannot. We cannot
hide away from it and we must face it head on, Day after day
in this hon. House, and day after day in all parts of this
Province, we must face that very critical fact head on.

I noticed, Mr. Speaker, when
we talk about economic levers and then we go back to our Terms
of Union with Canada, and there has been a lot of talk about it
and how even under the latest constitutional proposals the
Province is~going to lose a lot of its power, and I should
like to read to you and table, Mr. Speaker,'Aéter the Terms-
of Union were negotiated in 1949, the then premier of the day was
concerned about the same things that a lot of people in Newfoundland
were concerned about on the Upper Churchill contract, no re-
opener ‘clause; There was no re-opener clause on the Terms of
Union,th:was agreed by all sides because of custom, convention,

practice, that if two people make a
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

deal it takes two to break it) But in 1949 at a first
federal/provincial conference that the Premier held at
the time, he posed this question because he was uneasy,
because he recognized there was no reopener clause in
the Terms of Union.

"I should like to ask a
question" says the Premier (Smallwood) of the day,
"concerning the act bringing Newfoundland into union."

This is at a federal/provincial conference at which
Prime Minister St. Laurent was there - bringing Newfoundland
into union, Act No. 1 of 1949. Someone was saying here
that it was not an act amending the British North America
Act, but it was a separate act.

"As I understood it, the British
North America Act applied to Newfoundland, so does the
British North America Act No. 1 of 1949 more specifically?
In working out a formula to amend the British North Ameriga
Act, will that also mean a formula for amending the British
North America Act No. 1 of 19492"

Mr. St. Laurent: "No, the
British North America Act No. 1 of 1949 was merely a
confirmation of the terms of the union agreed to and cenfirmed
by Dominion statute. There I do not think anyone could have
any doubt that it is a compact between Newfoundland and the
central authority representing Canada as it was before union.
The terms are contractual terms that were agreed upon."

Mr. Smallwood: "But they are
confirmed, not only by the Parliament of Canada but by the
Parliament of the United XKingdom?"

"That is so."

Mr. Smallwood: "It is an act
of the United Kingdom Parliament. Would any formula finally

accepted from amending the British North America Act, whatever
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PREMIER PECKFORD: it may be, give anyone the

right to amend Act No. 1 of 19492"

Mr. St. Laurent: "Not unless
express provision was made for that purpose."

And that is the other part of
it, Mr. Speaker, that in this whole -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible).

PREMIER PECKFORD: Excellent. Unfortunately, it

now does not hold as much weight as the paper it is written

on, for obvious reasons.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please!
PREMIER PECKFORD: So, Mr. Speaker, in locking at

our future and looking at what we need to reach that great
social goal, we have to look at, first of all, the economic
levers that are available and then we have to look at our
place and our power and our influence within the union.

And we say, as a government - and we take a very strong stand
on it - that under the existing formulas and proposals now
presented by the federal government, this is in great
jeopardy. This is in great jeopardy, and we will not have
the same kinds of powers then as we have now. There will

be two very powerful provinces, Ontario and Quebec, with

a perpetual veto regardless of their econcmic power in the
future, regardless of their population in the future, and

we will be left the hinterland regions to try to work out

and to try to shout and howl as loud as we can so that we

are heard and so that we get a good deal. And vet, even
today, Mr. Speaker, it will be possible when this Constitution
Act goes through for major changes to be made both in our
educational system and as it relates to putting our boundary
on the ground, which give us less power to negotiate a gcod
deal then than we have right now, less power than we have

right now. And that is a concern =
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PREMIER PECKFORD: and must be an ongeing concern of

any government of Newfoundland as it looks at the future
and tries to bring to its people those social programmes
to reach that great social goal and it is very important.

Mr. Speaker, Guy Favreau, a man
who had alot to do with constitutional reform, said at
one time in his document when we talked about change in
the constitution, "A constitution may be defined as the
body of fundamental Erinciples, laws and conventions by
which a country is governed. They may be formally ex-
pressed, as in the case of the United States where the
wofd constitution refers to a specific document,or they
may include both written and unwritten laws as well as
conventions,nas is the case in the United Kingdam." And
he goes on to indicate that our constitution is a bit of
both, written and unwritten. It was on that basis that
this country was founded. Here is the man, one of the
few people, in the document that was produced at that
time, which indicated the thoughts and opinions of the then
Canadian Federal Government as it related tc constitutional
change, and that amending that BNA Act must take into con-
sideration all the customs and conventions that built up
over time as part of the different provinces of Canada. To
me that is very important.

And secondly, Mr. Speaker, on this
whole constitutional issue let us not forget that this
Favreau formula, if you will, and this Favreau idea is not
suddenly a very old one. Mr. Kershaw, in his report in
Britain, took it up almost exactly and went on to say,

'The UK Parliament's fundamental role in these matters is
to decide whether or not a request conveys the clearly
expressed wishes of Canada as a whole, bearing in mind the
federal character of the Canadian constitutional system.'

B So, Mr. Speaker, we are, there is

no question, at the crossroads. We are at a watershed in
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PREMIER PECKFORD: in our history. Because if we are

to successfully, not this government, any government in the
future, if Newfoundland and Labrador are to successfully
pursue the goals that I am sure are common to all of us in
this hon. House and all of us in this Province, significant
and major changes to the way the balance is in this country
must be realized, otherwise, we will continue to fight over
the small things forgetting about the whole forest of Canada
which has to be looked at in its totality.

Mr. Speaker, and this brings me to
it. I do not know if we still have the problem but alot of
it is attitudinal, you know. It is like trying to get some-
boéy to go to Labrador to develop the resources of Labrador
in Labrador. There is always this attitudinal problem that
somehow because it is so-called in the Arctic you have got
to do an extra salesman's job to convince them. And I
think perhaps our greatest problem is ourselves very often -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: - is ourselves. If you will just

bear with me and we will try to get out and do our other
things this evening because it is a formal day, I would like
to read this for hon. members to just read it into the

record.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: I think one of the problems is

ourselves and I do not know if we have really come to grips
with ourselves yet. The scene was Memorial University during
the last election campaign, Pierre Trudeau was addressing the
students and they were questioning him about his policy on
ownership and control of offshore resources,especially oil._
Joe Clark had promised it to Newfoundland and the prospect had
aroused great hopes in the scholars, many of whom had placed
their futures in hock to continue their studies. As the
guestion grew more specific Trudeau became more animated,
"Our policy," he declared," is to see that Newfoundland gets
most or all of the revenues until it becomes a have Province
but then it must share with the rest of Canada.’

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear.

PREMIER PECKFORD: The students were stymied.

What exactly constitutes a 'have Province'? - they wondered
as did we all. It was a_consumation_devoutly to be wished
but quite beyond our experience. Could it be possible
that some day, perhaps in the students' lifetime, Newfoundland
could be sending equalization payments to, say, Ontario? Or

that we would, perhaps, be lending Heritage money at a preferred
rate to Manitoba or even Alberta? The rosy fantasy left the
audience in a bemused trance and the questioning faltered.
Trudeau did not spell out the 'have' conditions, he became

more rhetorical and knowing his audience he’struck a cord

that he knew would resound,ancestor worship. "Would this be

the kind of Newfoundland your fathers and ancestors wanted)

he intoned,"a greedy Newfoundland keeping all revenues for
itself in perpetuity? — how incorrect and erroneous

but, nevertheless, it worked. But my sympathies were with

the students. Here was a millionaire prospective Prime Minister
conjuring up the spector of greediness to a province which

yet did not know if there would be a red cent of revenue

for anyone. I thought of the many times in our past when it

seemed there might be a turn in the tide for Newfoundland, a
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PREMIER PECKFORD: new economic high water mark,

It never came. Wrote one local journalist once paraphrasing
Alexander Pope's famous line, "Newfoundland never is but always
to be blessed". Always we had had to negotiate from weakness
with entrepreneurs and industrialists, pulp and paper mills,
phosphoroﬁs plant, Churchill Fall's éower;-ghey all had a common
component,-mas;ifé concessiéns from our government so we

could benefit from a few jobs. As the old Newfoundland saying
has it, "There are always.sculpins in the herring net".

So Pierrets invoking of the
generosity of spirit of our ancestors held more than a touch
of irony for us. The almost certain hope of a large oil
find found off our shores had given us another chance for
solvency. Would we muff this one? Would we again have to
sell part of birthright for a mess of pottage? What would
our ancestors, indeed,have to say about all of this? I thought
of the hundreds of thousands of Newfoundlanders who had been
denied ;'fairiehanée at education and training, of the droves °
of Islaﬁders who héd to leave for other parts of Canada and the
Boston area to find work but who always, like homing pigeons,

return to the Rock to visit. I thought of our fisherman ancestors

who had fought ice, wind and sea
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PREMIER PECKFORD: in search of fish or seal for a

bare survival, and of their sons and grandsons who today

are being scorned and vilified in our own nation and

Ldistant lands as Stone Age Barbarians. The livlihoods of their

critics do not come from the sea. I think I know what

our ancestors would have said, 'Pierre', they would say,
"this time you must run the risk of being called greedy

for the sake of the future and our children. This time

if there is a time, make sure this Province gets its

chance to get free of economic vassalage. We did not

have the chance to find the light in the fine arts, to
explore the possibilities of creative potential in our-
selves, to qualify for the well paid jobs that are offered,
to compete in anything but in the struggle to keep off the
dole and to raise our children to stay on the same treadmill.
Yes, there were moments of pride, of accomplishment and
satisfaction but we could have done so much better. We left
no fat bank accounts but you have our blood and our genes.
Show the world what you can accomglish in your own land.'

MR. NEARY: Author? Identify the author.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Scammell, A.R. Scammell, in

- )
an articlés entitled, Ancestral Worship'.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, let me end with two

quotes that I will table of my own - three quotes, two of my own

and one other. 'The centrepiece of our philosophy must
always be the growth and enhancement of an essentially

rural society through the wise management and control of

our natural resources. The enhancement of this kind of life
we are living is to me the only way in which we can ensure

a happy and creative society. Will those who attack us
understand this essential goal and objective? Can those
who attack us understand and appreciate this concept? 1In

order to have any chance to come close to this ideal we must
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PREMIER PECKFORD: have the levers to make it happen-

And how ironic it is that in order to have these levers we
only seek the same powers and responsibilities now atfforded
other Canadian provinces. Why is it so wrong for sharing
among the two governments on fishery, our main industry?
It surely should stop decisions like the one about moving the
office to Moncton for the West Coast. How can we realize
an ongoing substantial rural society without some say? It
is around the renewable resources of fishing, forestry and
farming that our massive guick-dollar hydro and offshore
developments must revolve. (It cannot be any other way, it
must not be any other way for is so our objective is des-'
troyed, our way of life is gone and we become pawns in
quick development schemes that will see t@g same disastrous

results we have seen in the past, only worse.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Why then must we have to fight

for reasonable powers that our fellow countrymen enjoyugy
right? Why must hydro transmission be treated differently than
0il and gas transmission? Why must oil and gas under salt
water be treated differently than oil and gas under fresh
water? For without these fair powers not only will our
finances not improve and we will be poor forevermore, but

the developments will overrun us and more importantly our
quality of life will be lost forever. In trying to accomplish
these absolutely necessary changes we are also confronted with
an equally frightening prospect about our rights and the kind
of formula under the constitutional proposal.

And what is this business about
being unCanadian, Mr. Speaker? This divisive proposition that
to be a proud Newfoundlander is anti-Canadian, who would seek
to promcte such a proposition and why? Surely it has always
been the essence of Canada that being a proud Manitoban or
Prince Edward Islander is part of being a proud Canadian. gurely_
that is what our federationwas all about over the last 113 years.
We as a people have never had any problem reconciling in our
own minds the attachment we feel for our Province and the
attachment we feel for the country as a whole. They are
complementary, re-enforcing, not contradictory.

There is a sense of balance
to this idea which to me is all important and overriding, and
it is a balance which reflects,as I said earlier, the best of
both worlds from our point of view and it is the very core
and essence of the Canadian federal experiment.

Mr. Speaker, we can talk about
today's Throne Speech, next year’s throne speech, five years

ago's throne speech, it all comes down to whether we as
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Canadians who live in Newfoundland,

are going to be given a fair and equal chance. And therefore

I view with some concern the comment of the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Stirling) today who was willing, and I have

a transcript of it taken, who was willing to use the offshore,

and here is where we have problems with ourselves, use the offshore
as a tool in our negotiations with Ottawa. Mr. Speaker, as

long as I am a Canadian and a Newfoundlander I will, and I am

sure I speak for every member on this side, resist the Leader

of the Opposition, He will never trade away our rights no matter
how hard he tries.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: Cannot Newfoundlanders understand

and realize there is a difference between a right which we have
equal to other Canadians, number one, and other things which we
will all negotiate and bargain about, number two? Must it always
come down to us having to trade away one of those rights to

get one of those small other little things? Can we not sigﬁ

the Trans Canada Highway without having to give away some deal
on the hydro transmission? Must we have to sell away a part

of our offshore rights to get another deal on a DREE agreement
for coastal Labrador? And, Mr. Speaker, I know from whence

I speak and when in at McGill University the other day I was

accosted for three and a half hours about a number of things,
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PREMIER PECKFORD: I indicated to them at that time that

in the last constitutional proposals that we had in Ottawa I

was approached, Mr. Speaker -for the first time I shall utter

it - I was approached seriously by the Federal Government through
emess;ries to see whether I would do a deal on one part of my

rights if I gave up the other one -

AN HON. MEMBER: Shame, shame!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Shame, shame!
PREMIER PECKFORD: - And someday I will have to release it.

And that to me, Mr. Speaker, that told a thousand words- And I
shall not let the Liberal Party of Newfoundland, led by the hon.
gentlemen opposite,ér anybody opposite,inside or outside this
chamber, try to mix up rights of society and rights of people and
rights of provinces with all the other issues that are a part‘of
normal negotiating sessions. We have not got to bow down and be

second class citizens and trade away rights. We can stand on

them. "
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 2
PREMIER PECKFORD: Finally, Mr. Speaker, and to conclude,

let me conclude by asking hon. members opposite, and on my own
side of the House and anybody in hearing to see if they can

guess the author of the following quote. "No one has ever pre-
tended to my knowledge,' Mr. Speaker, 'that the people of New-
foundland could live successfully on the Social Security bene-
fits of Confederation. We have no inclination whatever to min-
imize the importance of these benefits, rather we take deep pride
in them and we shall defend them against any suggesticn of attack
and above all any suggestion of ridicule, Butwe have never thought
that they were enough for Newfoundland. At most they could blunt
the sharp edge of extreme poverty in certain classes of our pop-
ulation and we are faced with the basic problem of all, the doc-
trine of development of the natural resources of this Province

to yield the basic conditions of a higher standard of living for
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PREMIER PECKFORD: our people. Newfaundland, in the

next few years is going either to defend herself trying ever-
more and more to subsiston family allowances, old age pensions,
pensions for the blind, unemployment insurance and these other
benefits, or else she is going to stand on her own two feet

and by development of our own resources create a standard of
living out of which the Province and the government of the Prov-
ince can develop still further extensions of the sccial security
pattern already introduced.

- ‘ We are going to be either a glorified
poorhouse, Mr. Speaker, or else a self-supporting Province in-
dependent and proud, willing and able to look thé resﬁ of Can-
ada square in the face." BAuthor, Mr.Speaker, the hon. Joseph R.
Smallwood, Premier of Newfoundland.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: And if only, Mr. Speaker, if only the

hon. members opposite could take a copy of that quote and read
it clearly they would not be against us on offshore and trade
it- away to Ottawa. They would be not against us for shared
jurisdiction on the fishery. They would not be against us on

hydro transmission.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: Let the characteristic Liberal

stance of sitting on the fence, let them be pushed over
to the side to defend a vibrant Newfoundland in a
vibrant Confederation. Let them not be wishy washy on
those things that matter, let them not be small, let the
small minds give way to vision, let the small minds give
way to vision and let us together in the next couple of
years, through this Parliament, build policies which
will see both a strong Canada and a strong Newfoundland
and not a divisive one.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hedr, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!

It is moved and seconded that an
address of thank be presented to His Honour in reply to
the gracious speech with which he has been pleased to
open this Third Session of the 38th. General Assembly
and that a Committee be appointed: to draft such an
Address in Replv. Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? Those in favour "aye", contrary "nay",
carried. The committee will consist of the hon. the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir (Mr. Andrews), the
hon. the member for Baie Verte - White Bay (Mr. Rideout)
and the hon. the member for Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren).

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that
I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following
resolution:

WHEREAS the cost of living in Newfoundland and Labrador
is the highest i Canada and continues to rise;

AND WHEREAS inflation and the ever increasing cost of
living is causing great torment, frustration and mental
and physical strain on the citizens of Newfoundland and

Labrador;

74



February 25, 1981 Tape No. 31 DW - 2

MR. S. NEARY: AND WHEREAS most of the factors
involved in determing the cost of 1iving in this Province
fall under Provincial jurisdiction;: A

BE IT RESOLVED th$£ this House of Assembly set up a
Select Committee to examine into all aspects of infla-
tion and prepare recommendations as to how the Govern-—

ment should proceed to cope with these matters.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Menihek.

MR. P. WALSH: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I give notice that I will on
tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following resolution:
WHERFAS the people of Labrador should enjoy the same standard
of services as Island residents of the Province, and
WHEREAS better transportation and community services are
necessary for the development of a vibrant Labrador society,
and
WHEREAS the Government of the Province has a proposal before
the Federal Government on a coastal Labrador DREE Agreement,
and
WHEREAS the Government of the Province has a proposal before
the Federal Government for a start on the Trans Labrador
Highway, and
WHEREAS the Province is ready to move on both of these
matters, now;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable House urge the
Pederal Government to live up to its responsibilities and

sign these agreements at the earliest possible opportunity.



February 25, 1981 Tape 32 EC - 1

MR. SPEARER (Simms) : The hon. the member for

St. Mary's - The Capes.
MR. HANCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I give notice that I will on
tomorrow move the following Resolution.
WHEREAS the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador has the
highest unemployment record in Canada; and
WHEREAS there are a number of areas in the Province where
the unemployment figures are far beyond the provincial
average; and
WHEREZS many areas of the Province depend on a single
resource; and
WHEREAS the resources already known and available to our
Province could, if properly developed, provide full and
permanent employment to everyone in the growing Newfoundland
and Labrador labour force;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that this House fully debate all
aspects of resource development in the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the government target areas of
high unemployment with a view tc producing a plan for joint
federal/provincial co-operation aimed at improving the economy
of those areas and to creating long-term jobs for unemployed

residents of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Baie Verte
- White Bay.

MR. RIDEOUT: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following
Resolution.

WHEREAS the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador has a

moral and legal claim to the minerals on the Continental Shelf;

and

AN HON. MEMBER: : Hear, hear! —
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MR. RIDEQUT:

WHEREAS the federal government does not recognize our

claim; and

WHEREAS the Praovince has regulations and expertise necessary
for the wise development of such offshore minerals; and
WHEREAS the Hibernia oil and gas field can have significant
negative impact on our society and our environment; and
WHﬁREAS the Province needs revenues and jobs from offshore
oil and gas to better our scociety; and

WHEREAS the Government of the Province has shown that oil
and gas development under our regulations would only make

us a 'have' Province for three years of a twenty year
development; and

WHEREAS under regqulations, 25 per cent of each dollar earned
is shared with the federal govermment and 35 per cent goes
to the companies developing the resource; and

WHEREAS this percentage is reasonable and consistent with
revenue sharing currently being enjoyed by other producing
provinces;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that this Honourable House urge

the federal govermment to reconsider its position on offshore
minerals and recognize the Province's legitimate right te

ownership and control of them.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for Windsor -
Buchans.

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I give notice that I will on
tomorrow ask leave to present the following Resolution.
WHEREAS the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador will
experience a serious electrical power shortage by the year
1985, and that such shortages will increase significantly

each year thereafter; and
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MR. FLIGHT: B

WHEREAS the only on-Island source of available electrical
energy to offset these shortages is by adding oil-fired
generating capacity to the Holyrood Generating Station,
thereby subhjecting our people and industries to unbearable
electrical energy costs; and

WHEREAS the development of the Muskrat Falls power site
would for the foreseeable future provide Newfoundland and
Labrador with a stable, long-term supply of relatively low-
cost electrical energy; and

WHEREAS in June, 1980, the Lower Churchill Develcpment
Corporation recommended to the government that an immediate
start be made on the development of the Muskrat power site,
assuring government in its report and recommendations that
the project is both economically and technically feasible;
that there is no.dependence on the exportation of surplus
power - because there will be no surplus power; and that an
inter-tie with the Island part of the Province is feasible
by a sub-sea cable crossing;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that government accept the
recommendations of the Lower Churchill Development Corporation
and make an immediate start on the Muskrat Falls Project,
the short-term benefit being the jobs and the boost to the
economy that will come from the development, and the long-
term benefit being a relatively low-cost, stable supply of

electrical energy for Newfoundland and Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for
Stephenville.

MR. STAGG: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following

Resolution.
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MR. STAGG:

WHEREAS the federal government has acted unilaterally

to change the Canadian Constitution -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. STAGG: ° = hon. gentlemen opposite

laugh, they are not aware of it yet, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!
MR. STAGG: — has acted unilaterally to

change the Canadian Constitution in spite of opposition
from eight provincial governments and contrary to the
principle of consensus; and

WHEREAS the federal government's constitutional proposals
threaten the powers of the provinces and, in the case of
Newfoundland, remove existing protection from the sacred

rights enshrined in our Terms of Unicn; and

MR. NEARY: Still on it.
MR. STAGG: We will be on it for a long
time. -

WHEREAS the federal government's unilateral actions are
divisive and contrary to the concept of federalism as
historically recognized in Canada;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT this House endorse the
position of the government as set forth in its White Paper
"Towards the Twenty-First Century - Together".

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for St. Barbe.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. T. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to move the following Resolution:
WHEREAS the high cost of living in this Province has placed

an unbearable burden on those who are dependent on Government
assistance; and

WHEREAS we profess to live in a society based on equal rights
and opportunity for all;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the Government to take
measures to make adequate provision for those for whom society

is responsible.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Harbour Main ~ Bell Island.
MR. S. NEARY: I thought Wednesday was Opposition day.
MR. N. DOYLE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

T will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following Resolution:

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

MR. SPEBKER: Order, please! The hon. member

for Harbour Main - Bell Island.

MR. N. DOYLE: WHEREAS our present sources of
electricity will not be sufficient to meet our power demands for
1984-85; and

WHEREAS a Province with such great hydro potential ought not to

be dependent on foreign oil supplies for any of its electricity
needs; and

WHEREAS this Province has been frustrated in its efforts to develop
its vast hydro resources for the economic and social benefits of

its people; and

WHEREAS development of Gull Island Power can give new economic

life to the depressed Happy Valley-Goose Bay area; and

WHEREAS it is the responsibility of the Federal Government to

engure Newfoundland's right to transmit its hydro power through
neighbouring provinces in the same way other provinces are

permitted to transmit their oil and gas; and )

WHEREAS alternative routes for the transmission and sale of our

on
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MR. N. DOYLE: surplus power will prove more
expensive;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the Government of
Canada to uphold this Province's right to fair and equal treatment
in the transmission of its energy resources.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for Burin -

Placentia West.

MR. D. HOLLETT: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to move the following Resolution:
WHEREAS there is an obvious lack of provincial planning and
knowledge in Newfoundland and Labrador's fishery:; and

WHEREAS the Fishermen's Union, the industry, the fishermen and
the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans appear to be
drifting in different directions;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Government immediately set as it's
priority a comprehensive long-term strategy for our fishery

and a Select Committee be appointed to insure that this becomes

a reality.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Conception
Bay South.

MR. J. BUTT: MQL_Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to move the following Resolution:
WHEREAS an up to standard Trans Canada Highway is essential to
the social and economic development of this Province; and
WHEREAS our present Trans Canada Highway is not up to Canadian
standards and is currently in bad repair; and

WHEREAS this Province should be treated fairly in relation to
other provinces; and

WHEREAS the Provincial Government has a proposal before the
Federal Government for the continued upgrading of the Trans
Canada Highway; and

WHEREAS the Provincial Government is ready now with its normal

share of the cost of this project;
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MR. J. BUTT: THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this
hon. House go on record as urging the Federal Government to live
up to its responsibilities for the Trans Canada, and sign an

agreement with this Province on this matter as soon as possible.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. member for Port au Port.
MR. J. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following Resolution:
WHEREAS there is still a large proportion of the secondary roads

of this Province which are unpaved and generally in aé;iorable -
condition; and

WHEREAS there is much natural resource potential in the areas concerned
especially Fisheries, Forestry, Agriculture and Tourism; and

WHEREAS the maximum development of these resources require an effective
transportation system;and

WHEREAS the people of these areas are subjected to physical discom-
forts and extremely higher operating and maintenance costs

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Government of Newfoundland and Labrado; es—
calate their road construction and paving program;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a program of action be announced during

this session of the House of Assembly.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for St. John's West.

MR. BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I give noctice
that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following motion;

WHEREAS thelPort of St. John's has no effective means of fire pro-
tection for shipping using the port and for certain wateé‘front
facilities;and

WHEREAS this protection can only be provided by means of a properly
outfitted and manned fire tug; and

WHEREAS ﬁhe activities surrounding the port of St. John's are in-
creasing at a rapid rate routed to the use and handling of explosives,
petroleum products and other highly inflamable materials; and

WHEREAS it is absolutely essential for the safe and effective op-

eration of the Port of St. John's that an adequate fire protectiocn
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MR. BARRETT: system be provided nowj

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable House urge the

St. John's Port Authority and the National Harbour's Board to "
undertake its full responsibility to initiate the providing of

this fire tug and protection service.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow introduce the following resolution:

WHEREAS unemployment in this Province is still the highest

in Canada and is reaching record proportions among young
people between the ages of sixteen and twenty-five years

old

AND WHEREAS students from the Province's high schools and
post-secondary institutions will shortly be pouring out of
these educational institutions in pursuit of jobs

AND WHEREAS the outlock for this construction season is very
bleak

AND WHEREAS job opportunities for these young people in every
economic sector of the Province appear to be extremely minimal
BE IT RESOLVED that the provincial government present before
this House immediately specific plans and details for the short-

term and long-term resolution to this urgent and pressing problem.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! Well said.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Kilbride.
MR. AYLWARD: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following resolution:
WHEREAS it is obviously desirable for this Province to expand
its role into marine related activity, and

WHEREAS the St. John's dockyard is in need of upgrading, and
WHEREAS the provision of a synchrolift facility is essential

in this regard, and

WHEREAS the Province is willing to shoulder the federal
government's responsibility to see that this project gets
financing;

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. AYLWARD:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this hon. House go on record

as commending the provincial government's efforts to get this
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project going at the earliest possible date.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. SPEARER (Simms) :

Bay de Verde.
MR. ROBERTS:
on that one.

MR. SPEAKER:

Bay de Verde.

MR. F. ROWE:

Hear, hear!

The hon. member for Trinity-
(Inaudible) on his own petard

Order, please!

The hon. member for Trinity-

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give

notice that I will on tomorrow move the following resolution.

WHEREAS Newfoundland and Labrador's society may be dramatically

changed because of the present offshore gas and oil exploration;

AND WHEREAS our society may undergo even more dramatic changes

with the impending development and production stages of offshore

oil and gas;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the government to

ensure that the Department of Education will take all necessary

steps to modify the functioning of our education system to

meet the needs of our new society whilst preserving the

good traditions of our past

and present society, and thereby

more adequately prepare our people for present and future

job opportunities.
MR. SPEARER:

Bay of Islands.
MR. ROBERTS:

MR. BAIRD:

MR. WOODROW:

will on tomorrow ask leave

The hon. member for the

While the light holds out to burn -
Order, please!
Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

to introduce the following resolution.
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MR. WOODROW:

WHEREAS the Gros Morne National. Park has been recognized

as one of the most attractive areas of Canada; and

WHEREAS the Humber Valley has long been a site for recreation
and sightseeing; and

WHEREAS the Marble Mountain ski facility is rapidly becoming
one of the most popular ski centres in eastern Canada; and
WHEREAS the Bay of Islands offers great attractions for marine
oriented recreation; and

WHEREAS there exists additional potential for development of
tourist attractions in the Western region; and

WHEREAS the tourist industry offers great opportunity for
year round employment;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador encourage the further development of these
attractions and of additional attractions and that every

effort be made to promote this area as a major recreational

centre.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Lewisporte.
MR. WHITE: I give notice I will on tomorrow

ask leave to introduce the following resolution:

WHEREAS Legislative Assemblies of most Canadian provinces and
the House of Commons now permit live coverage of debates on
television and radio;

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. WHITE:

AND WHEREAS Legislatures of other Assemblies throughout the
democratic world also permit television and radio coverage of
their Parliaments;

MR. ROBERTS: Hear, hear!
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MR. WHITE:

AND WHEREAS important matters concerning the people of this
Province will be brought up for debate in this coming Assembly;
BE IT THERFORE RESOLVED that this House approves the principle
SE live coverage of all House of Assembly debates and live
coverage of all Committees of this House of Assembly; and

MR. ROBERTS: Hear, hear!

MR. WHITE:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a Committee be struck comprising
members of this House to negotiate with radio and television
networks to provide for coverage of this House; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a simple majority of this House

or a majority of a Committee of this House decide whether

or not television and radio be permitted to carry live

coverage of debates in this House and in Committees of this
House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for St. John's Centre.

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on tomorrow introduce the following resolution;

WHEREAS 1981 is the International Year of the Disabled; and
WHEREAS this Goyernmment recognizes the equal right of its disabled
citizens to participate fully in all factions of our society: and
WHEREAS this Government believes that obstacles can be overcome;
and;

WHEREAS this Govermment has determined to improve educational
facilities for the deaf and thé blind; and

WHEREAS this Government has announced its intention to develop a
programme of employment incentives for the disabled; and

WﬁEREAS this Government will recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of disabled persons by awarding medals for their accomplish-
ments;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable House go on record

as commending Government for being aware of the special needs of
disabled persons in this Province and of the necessity of working

with them in order to achieve their aims and objectives.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Torngat Mountains.
MR. WARREN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on to-

morrow I will ask leave to introduce the following motion:

WHEREAS there are no banking facilities along the Labrador Coast:
and

WHEREAS the nearest banking facilities are situated in Happy
Valley, Goose Bay many miles away with the only means of travel
from the Coast being by plane and boat: and

WHEREAS now residents have to depend upon an irregular mail service
to carry on their banking business

BE IT RESOLVED that the government of this Province use their
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MR. WARREN: influence to encourage banks to offer

services to remote areas of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Humber West.
MR. BAIRD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, sorry Mr. -

Member. Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on tomorrow I will ask
leave to introduce the following resolution;

WHEREAS the need for additional harbour facilities for the Port
of Corner Brook have long been identified; and

WHEREAS progress had been made on the provision of serviced in-
dustrial land and on certain transportation facilities; and
WHERFAS improvements to harbour front facilities are urgently
needed; and

WHERFAS the Waterfront Drive and the Harbour Arterial Road must
be extended to accommodate increased activities and to connect
the port facilities with the new industrial park;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Department of Regional Economic
Expansion - if they remain alive - be urged to provide the nec- .

essary funding to construct these facilities at an early date.

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Fogo.

MR. TULK: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I will

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following motion:

WHEREAS the sawmilling industry has historically been one of

the cornerstones of Newfoundland's rural outport econcomy; and
WHEREAS there has been significant public financing of Newfoundland's
sawmilling industry in the past several decades; and

WHEREAS the sawmilling industry has in recent years been experiencing
serious difficulties; and

WHEREAS the 1973 Federal-Provincial Task Force recommended the

establishment of larger mills in selected areas of the Province; and
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MR. TULK: WHEREAS the Royal Commission on Forest
Protection and Management (1981) states that the sawmilling industry
may indeed fall below its present production level.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House establish a Select Comm-
ittee to look into all aspects of the sawmilling industry and make
recommendations to the House at the earliest possible date as to

how the sawmilling industry can be rehahilitated.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Exploits.
DR. TWOMEY: Mr. Speaker, T give notice that I will

on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following resolution;
WHEREAS the forest industry of Newfoundland and Labrador emplqgs
over 18,000 people in this Province; and

WHEREAS our forest resources have suffered over the last forty to
fifty years due to inadequate resource protection and management;and
WHEREAS Government has moved to replace long-term concessions to
paper companies with short—term conditional agreements; and

WHEREAS Government has introduced new policies for the maximum
protection and harvesting of the resource and the creation of ober
one thousand new jobs in the industry;

THEREFORE BE. IT RESOLVED that this House commend the Government for
its new and bold advances in the wise development of this valuable

resource.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. the member for Grand Bank.
_MR. ROBERTS: . (Inaudible) better could you

Brian (inaudible). _

MR. HANCOCK: ) It is better than no praise.
MR. THOMS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I give notice that I will on

tomorrow move the following Resolution.

MR. BAIRD: {Inaudible).
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!:
MR. ROBERTS: Wwe would not deny the gentleman

from Humber West (Mr. Baird) the pleasure of joining.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!:
MR. THOMS: WHEREAS there is a growing concern

in the city of St. John's over the many grievances that the
Police Brotherhood have with the Government of Newfoundland

and Labrador; and

MR. ROBERTS: Many justifiable ones.
MR. THOMS: WHEREAS there is a growing concern

in the city of St. John's that the city is being inadequately
policed; and

WHEREAS many citizens are concerned for their safety and the
safety of the police; and

WHEREAS the Government of the Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador has consistently refused to set up an independent
commission to investigate the grievances of the Police
Brotherhood and the concerns of the city of St. John's with
respect to the safety of its citizens;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House urge the Government
of Newfoundland and Labrador to set up an independent
commission to investigate all matters affecting the Royal
Newfoundland Constabulary.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for
Placentia.
MR. PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I give notice
that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following
Resolution.
WHEREAS the North Side of the United States Naval Station
has been transferred to the Government of Canada; and
WHEREAS the area has been subleased to the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador; and
WHEREAS this facility contains an airport, docking. facilities,
fuel storage, buiidings, and an ice free harbour; and
WHEREAS there has been a proposal to establish a major site
for activities related to the development of offshore
resources; and
WHEREAS the prosecution of the fishing industry has
traditionally been an economic factor in the area;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Department of Development
and the Department of Fisheries make every effort to ensure
that the full industrial potential of the Argentia area be
encouraged and realized in a manner which does not interfere

or detract from the long-term enjoyment of the fishing

industry.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed to stop the clock?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
MR. SPEAKER: Agreed.
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.
MR. STEWART: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow introduce the following Resolution.
WHEREAS the fishery is the economic and social backbone of

our Province; and
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MR. STEWART:

WHEREAS problems and guestions concerning this vital
resource are the subject of a study by a Royal Commission
on the inshore fishery; and

WHEREAS the constitutional debate concerning jurisdiction
over the fishery is still ongoing; and

WHEREAS the Government of Canada has, with great swiftness,
introduced radical policies affecting the management and
allocation of the resource and the right of our fishermen

to full-time participation in the industry; and

WHEREAS such policies could have drastic effects on hundreds
of our small rural communities.that depend on the inshore
fishery for their survival;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this House.urge the Government
of Canada to hear the results of the Royal Commission on

the inshore fishery and consider all factors carefully and
with the best interests of this Province in mind before
proceeding with initiatives in this area; and E
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House urge the Government
of Canada to recognize the right and necessity of this

Province to have some control over this, its major resource.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!

There being no further Notices
of Motion that I can see at this time, and before the
motion to adjourn is made, I would like to remind hon.
members and those still remaining in the galleries that
I will be hosting a very brief reception downstairs in the
main foyer. Assuming that the tea is still warm, I would
like to invite everybody to attend.

The hon. the President of the

Council.
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MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I move that the
House at its rising do adjourn until tomorrow, Tuesday,
at 3:00 P.M. and that this House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its
rising adjourned until tomorrow, Tuesday, March 3, 198l

at 3:00 P.M.
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