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The House met at 3:00 P.M,

Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!

I am sure hon. members would like
to join me in welcoming to the galleries today twenty-eight
Grade XI students from Victoria school in Gaultois, John
Watkins School in Hermitage and Seal Cove Tntegrated School
in Seal Cove,accompanied by their four teachers from the

district of Fortune - Hermitage. We hope they enjov their

visit.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MR. G. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to inform

hon. members of certain matters with respect to the Royal
Newfoundland Constabulary. Since the new management was put
in vlace less than a year ago,a number of significant changes
and improvements have taken place. Among the most important
of these that I would draw to hon. members attention, are
(1) the development of a recruitment selection procedure
in co-operation with the Public Service Commission which
includes entrance exams, fitness tests and medical standards.
For the first time in the history of the Royal Newfoundland
Constabulary, members are appointed as the result of public
advertising and open competition.

Secondly, the use of the Atlantic
Police Academy training facilities to provide recruit training

to the recently appointed new members of the Constabulary.
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MR. G. OTTENHEIMER: Thirdly, the appointment of women

to the force for the first time.

Fourthly, commencement of a five
week management training course for approximately fourteen non-
commissioned officers of the force being carried on by
personnel from the training section of the Public Service
Commission in co-operation with the Constabulary.

Fifth, the development of a
three week course to instruct constables on such matters
as law enforcement, courtroom procedures and handling of
exhibits. Further in service training has also been given
on the interaction of the police function with various
social service agencies such as the Unified Family Court
and the Juvenile Court. This programme will be expanded
to provide more advanced training to more senior constables.

Sixth, the development of fire-
arms training, utilizing the new facility at the recently
completed Constabulary building.

Seventh, attendance by members
at the various training programmes outside the Province
with respect to advanced training, explosive disposal and
forensic pathology.

Eight, participation in the
lLaw Enforcement Review Committee set up by the Department
of Justice to integrate the activities of the department,
the RCMP and the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary.

Ninth, establishment of a
Crime Prevention Unit which works closely with citizens'
groups and the business community.

Ten, the organization of a
telecommunications centre.

Eleven, the development of an
improved police radio communications system soon to be put

into place.
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MR. G. OTTENHEIMER: Twelve, the introduction of an

improved criminal record and reporting system.

Also, the implementation of a new
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MR. OTTENHEIMER:

patrol car policy which envisages replacement of patrol
cars on an annual basis, 100,000 kilometer mileage, or
kilometerage. The transfer of the meter duty from the
Constabulary to the City of St. John's thereby relieving
the force from the responsiblity of performing a non-police
function.

(15) The development of a
performance evaluation system.

(16) The development of
a Criminal Intelligence unit which will assist the Criminal
Investigation Division in combating organized crime, major
criminal activities, and drugs. .

These measures demonstrate the
competence of the Constabulary management and justify the
confidence that the Department of Justice.places in them.

) As hon. members are aware, within
recent days there has been some public controversy on the subjects
of overtime and sick leave. The Constabulary management has
the obligation to ensure adequate policing of the area within
its jurisdiction. The Constabulary management also has the
responsibility, pursuant to the Financial Administration Act,
to ensure that public funds, the taxpayers' dollars, are
spent appropriately. I am confident that the Constabulary
management is fulfilling both obligations in a satisfactory
manner.

Members of both sides of the
Labour/Management Committee have indicated concern as to
whether a small minority might be taking advantage of sick
leave and overtime. I have therefore, pursuant to the
Financial Administration Act, today requested the Auditor

General to look into and report upon public expenditures in
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MR. OTTENHEIMER: the areas of overtime and sick leave

and the measures taken by management'to ensure the proper

expenditure of public funds.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for Grand Bank.’
MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, the statement that has

been tabled in the House this afternoon, given in the House
this afternoon by the Minister of Justice, confirms without a
doubt everything that I have been saying about the present
Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer) since I have been
elected to this House of Assembly and have been the spokesman on this
side of the House on Justice.

*We have a Minister of Justice who
refuses, absolutely refuses to take his head out of the sand

to see exactly what is going on in the Newfoundland

Constabulary.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, you know, obviously

there is something improper going on if the minister decides
that he has to call in the Auditor General to lock into the
books of the Newfoundland Constabulary in connection with the
overtime and sick leave; there is something going on.

Mr. Speaker,he refers in his
statement to the development of fireafms- training, utilizing

the new facility at the recently completed Constabulary

building.
MR. NEARY: He should send the RCMP over.
MR. THOMS: One of the problems is that we

have an emergency tactical unit in the Newfoundland Constabulary
that is being manned by untrained police officers. There may

be police officers on duty when this unit is used,but they are
answering a call down to the Battery or into another area of

town, And what happens? Untrained policemen are sent out.

ke



March 3, 1981 Tape 39 PK - 1

MR. THOMS:

Mr. Speaker, of course the Constabulary management
has the obligation, and so does the government have an
obligation to ensure the adequate, policing of this area.

Mr. Speaker, I can assure the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Ottenheimer), and if he would take time to look at some of

the rosters of the Newfoundland Constabulary he w1ll see that
.the City of St. John's, a city the size of St. John's

100,000 people, at times is being policed by as few as. six
Constabulary members in three cars. I ask the Minister of
Justice to check the rostets, to look at them, not to believe
what he is being fed, not to take as gospel.what he is. being
fed by the Chief 5f Pollce in this Clty, and what he is being
fed by his own paople in the Department of Justice. The minister
may not be deliberately misleading this House, but I think if
he took the time himself to look into these matters he would
find that what the Police Brotherhood and what the policemen

of this City are saying is true.

The éuestion of the muzzling of the Police Brother-

hood; the Minister of Justice can have his say, the Chief of

Police can have his say, everybody in most democratic

socities or all democratic socities can have thier say -

MR. NEARY: I thought this crowd brought democracy to Newfoundland.
MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, on a p01nt of order.

=== _Snordabud

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please! A point of order

has been raised by the hon. President of the Council (Mr.
Marshall).

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, it is well recognized that
Ministerial Statements,both in giving them and responding to

them, that one is not to get into the area of debate. I submit
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MR. MARSHALL: that the hon. gentleman is in the area now

of debate when he is going into a long area.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. MARSHALL: I would also point out to Your Honour

that it is customary for the responses to be somewhat briefer
by a half than the statement itself, and the hon. gentleman

now is going as long as the minister.

MR. THOMS: To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : Nrder, please! The hon. member

for Grand Bank (Mr. Thoms).

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, to that point of order.

Actually I am not getting into the realm of debate, I am just
trying to point out some of the relevant facts in connection with
the statement made by the minister.

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : With respect to the point of order, it

is a relevant point. Hon. members are aware that the member
replying to 'Ministerial Statements made seek clarification,
make a few comments, but in any event it takes about half of
the time that a-ministézﬁaoe;"in presenting the statement.

The hon. member according to my calculation has about ten
seconds which I will still allow him.

MR. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, without being punning, I would
just like to conclude by saying that this particular statement
by the Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer) is a complete
cop=-out of what is really happening, of what is really going
on in the City of St. John's. There should be an independent
commission, it is what the police want, and why not let them
have it. ©Let it all hang out, Mr. Minister, What are you
afraid of?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please!

Hon. members, too, would like
toc welcome, I am sure, sixty Grade III students and their
teachers from St. Andrew's School in St. John's from the
district of St. John's North. We hope they enjoy their
visit.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of
Nevelopment.

MR. WINDSOR: Mr. Speaker, I am announcing

today the list of preferred sites which have been determined
by government for three major petroleum-related developments.
The following sites have been judged best suited for the
activities described and are listed in alphabetical order
only. Analysis of sites was based on the assumption that

the Hibernia area would most probably be the only area
developed during the next ten years. However, if other fields
come onstream during this time frame, ranking of preferred
areas could change drastically and other factors would have
to be considered in light of the location of new offshore
fields. Those listed for permanent supply /service bases:
Argentia, Bay Roberts, Botwood, Harbour Grace, Seal Cove

and St. John's; for steel platform construction: Argentia,
Botwood, Bull Arm, Corner Brook and Mortier Bay; for concrete
platform construction: Bull Arm, Come By Chance, Corner Brook
and Hall's Bay.

A new category, Satellite supply/
service base, was added during the early part of the process.
This was to accommocdate a need for small, seasonal bases
predominantly in the North that will improve operating
efficiency for offshore drilling operations. The preferred
sites listed for this category are: Carmanville, Happy Valley -
Goose Bay, Hopedale, Long Pond - Manuels, Main Brook and

St. Anthony.
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MR. WINDSOR: . Although Long Pond has been
included in this group, its primary function will be to
provide overflow capacity for the port of St. John's.

Preferred sites have not been
established for module fabrication and assembly nor for
pipeline landfall. 1In the former case,all the sites
nominated have a good labour supply, adequate transporta-
tion network and sufficient "land to accommodate this type
of operation., The salient factor therefore in the ranking
of sites would be the cost factor associated with proximity
to the platform construction facilities and will bé taken
into consideration during the development approval process.

Only one site had been identified
for pipeline landfall and was thus not subject to competitive
comparison.

I am also releasing the preliminary
evaluation document which was prepared by government officials
upon which the preferred list was based.

This document outlines the criteria
and ranking assumptions established for the preliminary
evaluation. Each of the thirty-two sites - the nineteen
designated by government in the Premier's statement "Policy
and Plans for Control of Large Scale Onshore Petroleum Related
Developments" of October 17, 1980, and the thirteen subsequently
nominated by the public and released on December 5, 1980 -
were ranked against a number of physical, social, econamic
and environmental factors.

These factors were not weighted in
the preliminary evaluation process as the judgement on the
relative importance of environmental factors, social factors

and cost factors
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MR. N. WINDSOR: involves government policy and is

clearly a judgement to be made by Cabinet. The selection of
preferred sites reflects the considered opinion of government.

All of the sites, with the exception
of St. Anthony, Main Brook and Hermitage (owning to weather
ceonditions and time restrictions) were visited by a twe-man
team consisting of a civil engineer and an environmentalist
and an initial physical review of each site was undertaken.
During these visits, the team met with local officials,
development associations, interest groups and proponents
for the area to get their input to explain what the evaluation
procedure entailed and to establish whether or not obvious
environmental or social concerns existed.

The various site profiles contained
in this report were compiled on the basis of existing information -
maps, charts, reports and information provided by various 5
federal and provincial departments. A complete list of
sources used is given in the report.

I would like to make it clear that
the establishment of this preferred list is a 'first round'
process only and does not preclude government consideration of
other areas in the Province at some future date. We realize
that we are at a very preliminary stage in offshore petroleum
development and are therefore providing a mechanism whereby
subsequent developers may put forward proposals which might be
premature at this stage.

Guidelines for development propeosals
have also been defined and are given in Appendix A of the report.
These constitute the conditions upon which development proposals
will be judged and they include the disclosure of certain
corporate information, details on financial and technical
capability, a listing of facilities the developers propose
to provide as well as a listing of the facilities which the

developer expects government to provide.
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MR. N. WINDSOR: The guidelines are consistent with

the Newfoundland and Labrador Petroleum Regulations, 1977, and
require detailed information respecting sources of local goods,
services and labour.

In accordance with the schedule of
events as approved by the Premier in his October 17, 1980,
statement, I am now inviting development proposals for the
development, design and constrﬁction of one or more of the
designated facilities at one or more of the preferred sites
which have been listed.

These proposals may be delivered
to the Department of Develépment before May 1, 1981.

These proposals then will be
subsequently evaluated. Any or all of these proposals may
be rejected. If a proposal is accepted, a conditional approval

to proceed will be announced on June 1, 1981.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. SPEAKER {(Simms) : The hon. member for Torngat Mountains.
MR. G. WARREN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, First I would

like to thank the minister for giving me an advanced copy of his re-
lease.However, as we can understand from his opening remarks is
that this government should not hang all of its eggs in one
basket and depend on Hiberna for all the answers to all our
economic problems in this Province.

Mr. Speaker, the minister s;id
that only one site has been identified for a pipeline landfall
and was thus not subject to competitive comparison. The
minister did not mention that site and furthermore I am
wondering if the minsiter is trying to evade the whole question
altogether ,that there will not be a pipeline coming into the

Province.
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MR. WARREN: . Mr. Speaker, first,it did take

the minister about five months to put.together those site
preferences and I would say those five months have given the
developers chances to go elsewhere, such as Halifax and surround-
ing areas,and if we are not careful and continue to come up

with more constructive workings of the economy of this Province,
then before we know it our economy will be taken away from us
and developers will be going elsewhere.

MR. SPEARER (Simms): Any further statements?

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: " Mr.Speaker, I would like to bring

the House up-to-date on matters pertaining to labour-manage-
ment relations in the Public Service and to detail again Govern-
ment's offer to certain bargaining units in order that Govern-
ment's position can be properly understood.

- ) Members may recall that ccllective
bargaining has recently been successfully concluded, usually
with the assistance of conciliation officers or conciliation
boards,with the following groups: General Service, consisting
of three thousand employees; Maintenance and Operational Ser-
vices, consisting of twenty-four hundred employees; Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing Corporation, St. John's, consisting of two
hundred employees; Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation,
Stephenville, consisting of thirty-five employees; Public Lib-
raries Board, consisting of eighty employees. The ccmbined

number of these employees total 5,715 workers and,as I said,

these accepted .Government's offer to them.

Closely associated with some of
these groups, the workers at the Trades College and the Workers
Compensation Board, comprised of a total of 135 public em-
ployees,are now separate bargaining units. At one time the maj-

ority of employees in these units were part of one or more of
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DR. COLLINS: the groups mentioned earlier.

The job classifications at the College and the Workers' Com-
pensation Board parallel those in other parts of the Public
Service and for practical purposes Government considers the
workers at the College and the Workers' Compensation Board as
essentially in the same category of employment as their brother
and sister workers in the bargaining units mentioned earlier.

We recognize at the same time that
because these employees work for somewhat independant Crown
agencies, individual differences in certain terms and conditions
of employment may be justified in some cases. Indeed, a number
of such local issues were resolved in negotiations with the Trade
College group including the provision of a Christmas break to
employees of that group.

As members are aware, the workers at
the College commenced a strike on November 7th, past. The
main issue is the monetary one, with settlement having been ach-
ieved or identified as achievable on other matters. Govern-
ment's position has been that the monetary package already
accepted as fair, reasonable and equitable by the much larger

general service group is also fair -

MR. S. NEARY: Do not be so foolish!
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : Order, please!
DR. COLLINS: — reasonable and equitable by

the much smaller -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

DR. COLLINS: - but similar group of workers at
the college.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
DR. COLLINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I mush again lay out the details of
Government's monetary offer to clarify any minunderstandings hon.
members or the general public might have. Government's offer

is as follows over a two year contract:
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DR. COLLINS: ) One, effective April 1, 1980,
increases on all salary scales of 8 per cent or $1,000,
whichever is greater; two, effective January 1, 1981,
increases on all scales of $100; in addition, step move-
ment through the pay scales continues with cash bonuses
for employees on the top step; three, effective April 1,
1981, increase on all salary scales of 8 per cent; and
four, effective January 1, 1982, increase on all scales

of $100; in addition, step movement through all pay scales
continues with cash bonuses for employees on the top step.

Now, what is the effect-of these:
increases to employees at the Trades College? The average
salary scale increase over two years is just under 23 per
cent. In addition, the cash pavments in lieu of step move-
ment provide a further $220 averaged over the group.

It should further be noted that
government's offer is structured so that the lowest paid
workers receive proportionately higher increases. 1In fact,
the lowest paid worker will receive an increase in excess
of 25 per cent - in actual fact it is 25.9 per cent-over
the two years.

At the end of the present contract,
the average salary at the Trades College bargéining unit

will be $13,205 per annum, or $7.36 per hour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please!
DR. COLLINS: I would like to inform this House

of the status of various other sets of collective bargaining
negotiations which are currently ongoing.
In the case of the Newfoundiand

Farm Products Corporation -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I am having some
difficulty,

1G8
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!

Hon. members to my right will
have an opportunity to respond.

The hon. the Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I make that inter-
jection because hon. members opposite apparently do not

understand government's offer and I am trying to lay it out

for them.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

DR. COLLINS: In the case of the Newf&undland

Farm Products Corporation, this dispute is now being dealt
with by a conciliation board. Some meetings were held with
the conciliation board last week and progress was made.
In the case of negotiations with
the Province's 8,000 teachers, the conciliation board set
up to deal with this dispute will be commencing meetings
with both sides some time this week.
In the case of the Nurses' bargaining
unit, a conciliation board has been appointed to deal with
this dispute and both sides have nominated a representative
to this board.
Negotiations are also actively
ongoing with a number of other groups including the Lab
and X-Ray group, the Association of Allied Health Professionals,

the Police Warders and the Province's Vocational and Technical

Instructors.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Terra Nova.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!:

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of

the House are quite concerned with respect to the labour
situation in this Province today, and obviously what the
minister has done is to put forward the most optimistic

interpretation of these figures. Mr. Speaker, it is so easy

to manipulate percentages,
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MR. T. LUSH: If the minister
believes that he satisfied the public or the workers con-
cerned with these figures here today,he has another thought
coming to him.

Now, Mr. Smeaker, hen you are
talking about 8 ver cent of salaries under $]0,000 and less
you are not talking about very much,and that is the crux
of the matter. And, Mr. Speaker, the statement here indi-
cating that the government is satisfied that their position
is a fair and equitable one certainly does not speak -well
for the government when we hear that there are workers
working at the College of Trades and Technology for salaries

less than they would receive if they were on social assistance.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Shame: Shame!

MR. G. FLIGHT: Less than if they were on social
assistance.

MR. T. LUSH: _ That does not sugoest that it is

very equitable or that it is very fair. suffice it to say,
Mr. Speaker, we are anxious to see these disputes resolved
and we hope that in the next few days that the President
of Treasurv Roard (Dr. Collins) or that the Minister of
Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn) will take some action, will
take some positive steps to see that these people, that
these units are brought back to the bargaining table and
that we get labour/management relations going on an even
keel in this Province.

MR. G. FLIGHT: It is disgusting to see the sight.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Any further statements?
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ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the member for Grand
Bank.
MR. L. THOMS: Mr. Speaker, I have a guestion

I would like to direct to the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Ottenheimer) .

I was wondering if the Minister
would confirm whether or not he has set up a judicial in-
quiry into the shooting incident in the Avondale area,

I believe it was last Friday night,when a sixteen yéar
0ld teenager was shot to death by a member of the RCMP?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. G. OTTENHEIMER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, Actually yes-

terday the necessary action was taken to establish a
judicial court inquiry into that incident and it is the
Chief ofthe Provincial Court, Judge Scott,who will be
conducting it.

MR. L. THOMS: A sﬁpplementary, Mr., Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. member
for Grand Bank.

MR. L. THOMS: Mr. Sneaker, a supplementary to
the Minister of Justice. I believe it was just

a few days ago in New Orleans,one of the policemen there
shot somebody in a parade and there was an immediate
relieving of that particular officer from duty pending
the outcome of ther investigation. I was wondering if

the minister could indicate to the House what the normal
procedure is in situations such as this vis-a-vis the
police officer in question, and whether the police
officer in guestion has been in fact relieved of his

duties pending the outcome of the investigation?
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. G. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, the normal procedure

is that the Commanding. Officer of the force, in this case

the Commanding Officer of the RCMP in the Province, would
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MR. OTTENHEIMER: make that decision. I understand

that a preliminary internal police férce enquiry is completed.
The decision of the commanding officers of the RCMP has been
not to relieve that constable of his duties and I have not
interferred therewith.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : A final supplementary, the hon.

member for Grand Bank.

MR. THOMS: I am not surprised the minister

has not interferred, Mr. Speaker. I was wondering if the
minister could indicate to the House whether or not the report

of this judicial enquiry would be made public once he receives

it.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, without doubt the report

will be made public when it is completed. I would presume it
will start within approximately a two to three week period
because there are certain reports and forensic analjsis

and that to be completéd. It ié quite a serious a

matter so the hon. gentleman really should be gquiet over there.
I certainly give a full undertaking that the report will be

made public. Yes.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. STIRLING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister
of Finance or the President of the Treasury Board (Dr. Collins).
It appears that the government intends to continue its practice
of avoiding debate by making ministerial statements,But now that
he has made a ministerial statement on the labour situation, and
in view of the very serious problems that they have been warned
about, now that he has made this statement, could the minister
tell us what action he is going to initiate to let the Treasury
Board get back to negotiation? Making a statement in the House

of Assembly is one thing, but getting back to actual negotiations,
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MR. STIRLING: sitting down with the union and

bargaining in good faith, what actidn will be taken to get

that started?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I think the Leader of

the Opposition (Mr. Stirling) does not really understand the
processof collective bargaining.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
DR. COLLINS: If he will listen for a minute I

will try to give him a very brief course in it.

_ The government and the bargaining
unit, through NAPE, negotiated and made offers one to the
other, The labour union then broke off negotiations and went
on strike. This was not a government activity, a government

action, a government initiative: This was an initiative undertaken

by the union in breakiﬁg off neéotiations, obtaihigg a strike
vote, and going on strike.
Since that time, government has been
in constant contact, through a conciliation officer, with the
union to understand if there has been any substantial change
in their attitude toward things and there have been discussions
between the union and the conciliation officer and the conciliation
officer and Treasury Board,but there have not been any negotiations

between the two for the very reason that

1k
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DR. J. COLLINS: the union has indicated it wishes

to break off negotiations and undertake strike action and
government has not received any word from the union since that
time that they wish to reverse that position, i.e., to desist
from strike and to return to the negotiating table.

MR. L. STIRLING: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Supplementary, the hon. the Leader

of the Opposition.
MR. STIRLING: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I certainly thank
the hon. doctor for that lesson in labour relatioms. -
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please:

The hon. Leader should refer to
the hon. minister, not to the hon. doctor.
MR, STIRLING: The hon. minister, who I understand
is a doctor-and I certainly hope he knows more about doctoring
than he does about ministering.
MR. TULK: -Or coliectivé barééining.
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Séeéker, do I understand then
from what the minister says that the government has adopted
the attitude that as long as the strike continues the government

will not take any action to resume negotiations?

MR. TULK: That is what he said, yes.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.
DR. J. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, it is difficult for

me to say what the hon. member understands because his gquestions

indicate such a very minimal understanding of the situation.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
DR. J. COLLINS: What I did say was that government
through the conciliation officer, who has been given to

both sides bv the Department of Labour and Manpower, which is the
usual mechanism, government is in continual contact,practically
on a daily basis,with both sides. And when there is any
substantial matter that is reported to us by the conciliation

officer which would suggest any forward movement, we are only
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DR. J. COLLINS: too pleased, indeed anxious, to loock

at such an initiative on the part of the union. and we, of course,
have also given the conciliation officer certain facts to

pass on to the union for them to consider.

MR. STIRLING: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Supplementary, the hon. Leader of

the Oppositicn.
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask

the minister a very simple question which even he wouald

understand.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. STIRLING: Will the minister direct the

Treasury Board to resume negotiations with the workers involved
in this strike - simply yes or no? Will he direct them to
resume negotiations or have they given a specific instruction
to the Treasury Board that because there are only 135 involved,
they are not to make any moves other than to offer the 8 per
cent, the magic 8 per cent? Could we have those two specific,
simple questions answered?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I think the hon.
Leader of the Opposition has brought out a very, very good
point there, i.e., the 135 workers at those two institutions
dre to be compared with the other members of the Public Service

who are in the same type of job category,
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DR. COLLINS: ' that is,over 5,700 so that 135

has to be put against the 5,700-plus workers in the same job -

categories who have found Government's offer to them fair,

equitable and acceptable despite the advice to the contrary

by the executive of NAPE. So I think that the hon. the Leader

of the Opposition has brought outa very good point here:

There is a very small group of workers over there which are not

accepting Government's offer thch has been accepted by an over-

whelming majority of their workers in the Public Service doing

similar types of jobs. = 2
In regard to whetherr there will

be further discussions or ﬂegotiations or comments, or whatever

one wants to call them; as soon as the Union brings something

forward to Treasury Board that is of a substantial nature, or

as soon as they accept anything from Treasury Board that we have

given to them and they wish to talk about it, we will be only too

pleased to do so.

MR. LUSH: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : A supplementary, the hon. member

for Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, a couple of days ago

a statement was made to the effect that either presently, or

with the increases that the minister is now talking about, that
there are workers at the College of Trades and Technology receiv-
ing salaries lower than or equal to what they would receive if
they were on Sccial Assistance. I think it was that they were
receiving salaries lower than‘ that,so could the minister comment on

that statement?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon.the Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr.Speaker, just a brief little

preamble to my remarks before answering that specific gquestion
and that is that I would like to make sure that everyone under-

stands what Government's offer is.
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DR. COLLINS: ) It has been said that Government's
offer to the workers is an eight per cent increase. That is in-
correct,or at least it is only partially correct. The eight

per cent is only one part of the monetary package that the
government has offered to the workers. It is eight per cent
plus, plus, plus, plus, plus which adds up to nearly twenty-three
per cent over the two year packet on an average,and for the
lowest paid worker nearly twenty-six per cent.And I would like
to reiterate that, Mr. Speaker: Nearly twenty-six per cent in-
crease over the two years of the contract for the lowest paid
worker.

Now, in terms of the hon. member's
question as to the level of pay that the lowest paid worker would
get, the answer is no, it is incorrect, This was brought
out, I believe,in an advertisement. The advertisement, I think,
said something to the effect that the take~home pay of the lowest
paid worker would be less than the Social Assistance given to
a couple with two children. That is incorrect.

MR. LUSH: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR.SPEAKER (Simms) : A supplementary, the hon. member

for Terra Nova.

MR.LUSH: Mr.Speaker, the minister menticns in his
statement today,and I will quote,it says, "At the end of the
present contract the average salary of the Trades College bar-
gainging unit will be $13,205 per annum or $7.25 per hour. As
all hon. members know, averages can be deceptive. The éverage
of $13,000 would have some people receiving in excess of
$13,000 and some people beneath, iower than that amount.So can
the minister indicate the extremities of the salaries at the
College of Trades and Technology under this new arrangementf Can
he give us the low and the high from which this average was

attained?
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. Minister of Finance.

DR. COLLINS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I can give this.
With these increases,the lowest pay at the end of the two year
contract will be $10,467 and the highest, if he wants the ex-—

treme,will be $21,308.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mf. Speaker, this is Education
Week -

2 -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: - and we have a number of re-

presentatives from NAPE sifting in the Gallery. I am sure that
the whole Gallery would‘be interested to know today that the
government in the last couple of years spent $200,000 dollars

on a package including a comic book. There are 27,000 copies

of this comic book, Mr. Speaker . Your Honour did not see

it before, I do not believe - 27,000 s£ore; in é building at
Pleasantville and they have.been there for the last two years.

MR. LUSH: Your Honour does not know what

he is missing.

MR. NEARY: Since this is Education Week, would
the Minister of Education (L. Verge) tell the House and the people
of this Province who paid $200,000 dollars for this rubbish? What
is to become of the 27,000 comic books that are store in a build-
ing down at Pleasantville ? I will table these copies, Mr.

Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please!

I would prefer if the_hon. member would not
table them at this particular time. The practice in the House
is that exhibits cannot be tabled, and I am not quite sure
what interpretation could be placed on this material. But
I will allow you to ask your question in any event.

MR. NEARY: Well, the comic book is titled - Mr. Speaker,
I believe all hon. members should have a copy because it may
be a collector's item in a few years time - the comic book

is titled The Spirit of Newfoundland and Labrador, and the

other comic book, Where Do I Go From Here? Can the hon.

minister tell us what is-going to happen to these two comic

books?
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. Minister of Educations
MS. VERGE: Mr. Speaker, the two boocks in

question as well as a game, The Great Newfoundland Race Game,

which the hon. member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary) has on his desk,
and two series of films, were commissioned not by this government
but by the previous administration -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MS. VERGE: - for use in the schools of the Province.
The underlying idea, which I think was sound, was to enrich
the materials used in our schools to give our young people a
better understanding of our own Province, a goal which I
am sure all hon. members will support, and, secondly, to
instill in our young people the desire to become entrepreneurs
and to develop our own resources.

The materials arrived in bulk only about a year
ago - less than a year ago. They were then placed in storage
at the Education Department's school textbooks warehouse
and during the current school year, starting in September, the

materials have been in use in five school districts throughout
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MS. VERGE: the Province where they have been piloted to deterwine
just how best they can be used in our schools, to determine

what age levels, what grade levels can best use the materials,
what subjects and courses can be complemented.

We have asked the department -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please!
MS. VERGE: - - to keep evaluations from a couple

of the school districts. When we receive reports from all the

school districts we will decide what use can best be made of

the materials. This is in keeping with sound education

policy and tactics.
MR. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : A supplementary, the hon. member

for LaPoile (Mr. Neary).
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I have four children
in school.I hope this is not the way they are going to be

educated with The Spirit Of Newfoundland And Labrador. I would

rather they had Mr. Stirling's comic book, Cartain Newfoundland.

It is more educational.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister

indicated gsome Qf the material. What_portion of this
material? Could the minister be more specific and tell us
whether it is the comic books that are now being filtered
through the school system? Is it this game that looks like a

. .

game of Snakes and Ladders with dice in it and so forth, Mr.
. ) : S

Speaker, - look! Snakes and Ladders, dice! Are the kids now

rolling dice in the schools? 1Is this game being sent out to the

schools?
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: And, Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister

cannot get up and make a statement in this House like it was not
that administration that bought this rubbisn. It was this
administration that bought it. The hon. minister cannot
distinguish -

M34—§E§éEE§_i§EM§§L’ Order, please! Order, pleasel

The hon. member, I believe, is-being argumentative now.

He has a question?

MR. NEARY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will come back to my
guestion. What is happening to the game;“ and what is happening

to the comic books? Is this the material now that is being -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please!
MR. NEARY: Is this the material now that is being

experimented with in the schools?

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. Minister of Education.
MS. VERGE: Mr. Speaker, all of the material

which I listed including the comic books or story books,
the game, and the two series of films are being piloted in

about five school districts in different locations in the

Province.
MR. LUSH: Which ones?
MS. VERGE: The school districts include the Terra Nova

Integrated School Board based in Gander.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

MS. VERGE: The Pentecostal Swhool Board, which
includes the whole Province, Newfoundland and Labrador; the

Deer Lake Integrated School Board, the Avalon North Integrated
School Board, and,I think,one other. It is a representative
sample of schools of the Province, and school boards responsible

for those schools are now pilot testing the materials and will
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MS. VERGE: be advising the department on how best the

materials can be used. When that advice is all received the
department will evaluate it and will make the best use possible
of the materials which were commissioned and paid for by the

previous administration.

MR, NEARY: A SupplEmentaIYr Mr. speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): A final supplementary, the hon.

member for Laﬁoile. ‘

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, included in the package
was a teacher's manual;, I understand there are 300, There are

500 games, 27,000 comic books, and 300 teacher's maﬁuals in s£orage
down in a building at Pleasantville and they have been there

for the last couple of years, paid for

L]
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MR. NEARY: 3 by this administration, of
which the Premier was a senior minister. The Premier was
a senior minister in that administration and the Minister
of Social Services (Mr. Hickey) was a senior minister and
the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) was a senior
minister. And I could go on and on - the Minister of
Health (Mr. House) -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) Order, glease!

"

MR. NEARY: I could go on and on, Mr.Speaker.

They cannot weasel -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: - Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. NEARY: They cannot weasel their way out

of their responsibility.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The hon. member
is a veteran of this House and he knows that he must put his
question when he ‘is directed by the Chair. Would he put his
question, please?

MR. NEARY: Nothing sets the devil in me more,

Mr. Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER: I know.
MR. NEARY: - than to see somebody try to

weasel his way out of things, trying to weasel his way out
of it. “

The Teacher's manual, three
hundred Teacher's manuals: I saw the minister on television

one night saying that this was not up to scratch.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. NEARY: "This was not up to standard.

Now, what about -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member is now making a
speech. Would he please direct his question?

MR. NEARY: Well, what is to become of the
Teacher's manual? Is that being used in the schools? Will
it be used in the school or will it £find its way down to
Robin Hood Bay?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Education.
MS. VERGE: Mr; Speaker, the Teacher's manual
accompanies the film series and that is part of a total package
which, as I said before, is being pilot tested in five school
districts in the Province. We have a sunk cost now. We have
the material, the concept_is a good one, and we will make the

best use possible of the material which is now in storage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Windsor -
Buchans.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Héar, hear!

MR. FLIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of
Labour' and Manpower, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister of Labour
and Manpower indicate to the House how many mining inspectors
are now with his department? Has there been a reduction in
the number of mining inspectors normally with his department
and what is the number right now available to the industry?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour
and Manpower.
MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I do not know the

exact number. I believe we are hiring one next week.



March 3, 1981 Tape 49 EC - 3

MR. DINN: - I am not sure, so rather than
give the hon. member incorrect information, I will get the

information and give it to him tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Taken as notice.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR, SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. the

member for Windsor - Buchans.

MR. FLIGHT: Would the minister indicate to
the House if his department in recent times has been
requested by the mining industry, either by management or

by unions representing men working in the mines, whether or
not they have requested the services of a mining inspector
and the department has not been able to acknowledge that
request because they did not have the manpower, they did

not have the mining inspectors to make available upon the
request of unions? Is the minister aware if that has
happened in his department in recent times?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour
and Manpower.

MR. DINN: Mr. Speaker, the mining inspectors
generally do their inspections on a regular basis. There
are times when they are requested to do certain things that
are not considered at that particular time to be as important
as the job they are doing. There are some times when, for
example, we may get a reguest for a mining inspector to go
to Labrador West when we have somebody up there and when we
have sufficient information coming in on Labrador West, and
thus we would not accept a request from the union for a
mining inspector to go up there. So there may or may not
have been requests by unions or management for a mining
inspector to go to a particular site, but that is a decision
that is made within the department and I am not aware of any

particular cases or any adverse effects caused by the fact
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MR. DINN: - that a mining inspector did
not go when he was requested.
MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): A final supplementary, the hon.

the member for Windsor - Buchans.

MR, FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, therehave been in__
the past, in the recent past, requests made by people
concerned about conditions in mines for a mining inspector
and the department has not been able to send a mining
inspector because they do not have the necessary inspectors.
Would the minister confirm there is now presently 6nly one
mining inspector, one mining inspector with the Department
of Labour and Manpower and one only, and that the reason
there is one only is that the department has had difficulty
hiring mining inspectors because of the level of pay that
they are prepared to pay them?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Labour

and Manpower.

MR. DINN: . The hon. member is incerrect.
.MR. STAéG: Again.

MR. DINN: Again.

MR. SPEAKER: Further questions?

MR. HISCOCK: _Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Eagle
River.

MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speaker, my question is for

the Minister of Transportation. Would the Minister of
Transportation report to this House any progress with regard

to the house that Mr. James Turnbull of Charlottetown had to
evacuate? The house, because of the way the road was constructed

last Summer, the house flooded, and because of the season

down there, with the coldness, there is now two feet of ice all the

way through the house; and Mr. Turnbull has had to leave his
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MR. HISCOCK: # house and go move around the
community with friends. Would the minister please inform

this House what action has the Department of Transportation

taken?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. HISCOCK: It is very funny, is it not?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the Minister of
Transportation.

MR. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, this is the first time

I have heard about that and, of course, that is not unusual
because of the weather that we have had this past tﬁo months -
or a month or more - there - has been all kinds of flooding all
over the Province, people'é basements and maybe up in their
kitchens as well. It is not unusual for people to allege that
it is the fault of the Department of Transportation. You know,
kno;, tﬁey lash out at the first ome. So if this has happened,.
then it is regrettable, but whether or not it is the fault of
the department is another thing. The hon. member alleges that
it is because of the way the road was built. Well, that may

be so, but I would like to think that before the allegation

is made or before the department takes any steps to do anything

it would have to be proven that, in fact, we did cause it.

MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR. SPEAKER: A supplementary, the hon. the

member for Eagle River.
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MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please!
MR. HISCOCK: With regard to the way the road

was constructed, there was no culvert put in there.

People said that the road was constructed last Summer in a

bit of a rush. I have a letter here now on behalf of

Mr. Turnbull in which over $3,000 worth of
to the house.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEARER: Order, please!

damage was done

Hon. members to

my right and left are giving me great difficulty. I cannot

hear what the hon. member is saying.

MR. HISCOCK: Over $3,000 worth of damage was

done to the house, Could the minister inform me whether he will

be looking into this pioblem with the view

being paid to Mr. Turnbull?

of compensation

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Transportation

and Communications.

MR. BRETT: Mr. Speaker, the

hon. minister will

not be looking into this,I can assure you, because if I have to

start looking into these kind of problems then I am afraid I

will not be sitting in the House very much

months.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. BRETT: But I can assure

my staff will be looking into it and if in
was caused because of the way the road was
of some neglect or whatever on the part of
decision will be made as to whether or not

compensated, you know,if it is our fault.

in the next three

the hon. member that
fact this damage
built or because
my staff, then a

the man would be
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MR. SPEARER (Simmé): A final supplementary, the hon.

member for Eagle River.

MR. HISCOCK: With regard to Charlottetown, some
of the residents have expressed the concern —and this wash-
out or flood came as a result of snow-a lot of the residents
are concerned in Charlottetown that now with the Spring run
off other houses may be affected, If they are affected can

the Minister of TranSportatién»ayd’Communications (Mr. Brett)
inform this House whether they will send in the Department

of Transportation to Charlottetown again next year to do further
repairs and upgrading of the road?

MR. SPEAKER: ‘The hon. Minister of Transportation
and Communications.

MR. BRETT: Yes, Mr. Speaker. If it is determined
that because of the way the road was built, you know, there are
flooding problems, then of course the department. will go in and
make attempts to correct it.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for LaPoile.

MR. HANCOCK: You are in trouble in your district,
boy, I was up there the weekend.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!l

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
the Minister of Social Services if he would care to take
advantage of the first day in the House to elaborate on his
dismissal=or suspension of a number of social workers at

Grand Falls for refusing to put social assistance in trust

for a mystery client? Would the hon. gentleman care to tell
us what procedure was used-in that particular situation in

Grand Falls?
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Minister of Social Services.
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to

provide any details on that matter. It is before an
arbitration hearing, through the union, and all of those
matters will be resolved and the hon. gentleman, despite
his position as stated through the media, he will get his
answer then and so will everybody else. There is no mystery
client ,I might say there never was one,and there was no
wrongdoing.

MR. SPEARER: A supplementary, the hon. member
for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I asked the hon.
member if he would indicate to the House the procedure that
was used in this particular case, Would the hon. gentleman

tell us if the procedure was normal procedure? Was it a

departure from procedure? Just what is the procedure that is

used in this case, would the hon. gentleman tell the House?

-MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Social Services.
MR. NEARY: Section 10 of the Social Assistance

Act, Mr. Speaker, was followed to the letter. Normal procedure

which<pas been the case for more than a decade or maybe two.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: 2 A final supplementary, the hon.

member for LaPoile.

MR, NEARY: Would the hon. minister tell the House
if the hon. gentleman and/or his supervisor in Grand Falls
instructed a social worker to put social assistance in trust

for a client and refused to tell the social worker the name of

the client?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Social Services.
MR. HICKEY: Completely erroneous, Mr. Speaker,

The hon. member, who is a former minister of this department,

should know better than ask such a gquestion.
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MR. NEARY: I do but I know -
MR. HICKEY: He knows tﬁe supervisor too.
MR. SPEAKER (Simms): We have time for one final guestion.

The hon. member for Windsor-Buchans.

MR. FLIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I would ask the minister
that if the course he followed was quite normal, how come we had
a work stoppage in Grand Falls and all the social assistance

staff out on strike for two days supporting - there were
suspensions, all the employees of social welfare were out on
picket lines for a day backing up their fellow workers, the

people who have been reprimanded by
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MR. G. FLIGHT: the minister's officials. How come
if everything was so normal that that took place?

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. Minister of Social Services.

MR. T. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I said the issuing of
assistance was normal, I did not say the matter of suspensions
was normal. I made that abundantly clear. I am not aware of
any work stoppage, Mr. Speake;; people were working while
that was going on, There were some people suspended; those

were the people who were walking around with pickets.

MR, FLIGHT: No!

MR. HICKEY: ) Yes.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!l

The time for Oral Questions has

expired.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.

DR. J. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, in compliance with

the Financial Administration Act, 1973, I have the honour of
presenting the Public Accounts for the Province of Newfoundland
for the year ending 31 March 18980.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

DR. COLLINS: At the same time, Mr. Speaker, in
compliance with the Financial Administration Act, I would like
to table the Renmort of the Auditor General to the House of
Assembly for the same financial year, that is; the year ending
31 March 1980.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

DR. COLLINS: And at the same time I would like
to table the Departmental Observations on the Report of the
Auditor General for the same yvear, that is, the fiscal year
ending 31 March 1980.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Further reports?

NOTICES OF MOTION

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Development.
MR. N. WINDSOR: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introcduce a bill, "An Act To Amend
The Newfoundland And Labrador Housing Corporation Act For The
Purpose Of Integrating The Newfoundland And Labrador Howsing
Corporation And The St. John's Housing Corporation".

And I give notice that I will on
tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An Act To

Repeal The Canada Bay Lumber Company Limited Agreement Act,

1974".
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An
Act Respecting The Re-organization Of Certain Government

Departments And Matters Related Or Incidental Thereto".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Labour and
Manpower.
MR. J. DINN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills,
"An Act To Amend And Consolidate The Law Respecting Boiler,
Pressure Vessels And Compressed Gas", "An Act Respecting
Amusement Rides", and "An Act To Amend The Workers' Compensation
Act".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Culture,
Recreation, Youth and Environment.

MR. R. DAWE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills,
"An Act Respecting The Department Of Environment", "An Act
Respecting The Drilling Of Water Wells And The Conservation
And Use Of Ground Water", "An Act To Amend The Historic

Objects, Sites And Records Act, 1973", "An Act To Establish The
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MR. R. DAWE: Newfoundland And Labrador Youth
Advisory Council", "An Act To Amend The Publie Libraries Act,
1975".

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Minister of Finance.

DR. J. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An
Act To Amend The Financial Administration Act, 1973"; also,

"An Act To Amend The Mining And Minerals Rights Tax Act, 1975";
also, "An Act Respecting The Garnishment Against Remuneration

QOf Public Officials".

MR. SPEAKER: _ The hon. Minister of Education.
MS. L. VERGE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave ta introduce the following bidls,
"An Act To Amend The Local School Tax Act", and, "An Act To

Amend The Newfoundland Teachers' Association Act, 1974".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Justice.
MR. OTTENHEIMER: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills,

"An Act Respecting The Freedom Of Information", "An Act To

Amend The Judgement Recovery{Newfoundland)Act”, "An Act To

Amend The Proceedings Against The Crown Act, 1973", "An Act
Respecting The Protection Of Personal Privacy", "An Act To

Amend The Attachment Of Wages Act", "An Act To Enable

Insurance Corporaticn Of Newfoundland Limited To Become A
Federal Corporation”, "An Act To Repeal The Income Tax
Discounters Act", "An Act To Amend The Change Of Name Act, 1978",
"An Act To Amend The Newfoundland Human Rights Code", "An

Act Respecting Private Investigation, and Security Services".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Municipal
Affairs.
MRS. H. NEWHOOK: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I

will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following bills,
"An Act To Amend The Assessment Act", and, "An Act To Amend

The Urban And Rural Planning Act".
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. Minister of Mines and Energy.
MR. L. BARRY: Mr. Speakér, I would like to join

in deluge of legislation by giving notice that I will on
tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An Act To
Amend The Electrical Power Control Act", and also, Mr. Speaker,
I give notice that I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce

a bill entitled, "An Act To Amend the Department Of Mines And
Energy Act, 1973".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health.

MR. W. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce tﬁe.following bills,
"An Act Respecting The Newfoundland Association Of Optometrists
And Governing The Practice of Optometry In The Province",

"An Act Respecting Denturists”, "An Act To Amend The Human
Tissue Act, 1971", "An Act To Amend the Embalmers And Funeral
Directors Act, 1975", "An Act To Amend The: Medical Act, 1874",

"An Act To Amend The Rospitals Act, 1971" and -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: . Oh, oh.

MR. SPEAKER: ' Order, please!

MR. HOUSE: "An Act Respecting Dispensing Opticians”.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. SPEAKER: Any further notices?
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MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): The hon. Minister of Forest

Resources and Lan@s.
MR. C. POWER: Mr. Speakei, I give notice that
T will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled,
"An Act To Amend The Timber Scaler's Act",

And I give notice that I will
on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, “"an

Act To Amend The Development Areas Lands Act”.

MR. SPEAKER: . The hon. Minister of Transporta-
tion.
MR. C! BRETT: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that

I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce the following
bills, "An Act To Amend The Highway Traffic Act", "An Act
To Amend The Motor Carrier Act", and "An Act To Amend The
Highway Traffic Act To Provide For The Compulsory Use of
Seat Belts".

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Social
Services.

MR. T. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I give notice I
will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled,

"An Act To Amend The Child Welfare Act, 1972".

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): B Order, please!

MR. W. MARSHALL: A point of order, Mr. Sveaker.
MR. SPEAKER: A point of order, the hon.

President of the Council.
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MR. W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, vou cannot hear

yourself think let alone anvone who is up on his feet hear

himself speak.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER *Simms) : Order, please!

MR. W. MARSHALL: Now the fact of the matter is,

Mr. Speaker, that this is the people's House, i£ is.the

House of Assembly,and when a minister or a member of the ) .
government is up and attending to a matter of public

business he is entitled to be heard in silence. And-I

think we have haq a great profusion of the other type of

conduct during the first ﬁﬁur of the sitting.

MR. SPEAKER: With respect to the voint of

order,I think there is a legitimate one but I micght also

add that I believe it is fair to say that there h;ve been

some disturbances perhaps on both sides, and shﬁffiiﬁg"of_— ‘
papers and so on. So I would ask and preéad with all -
hon. members that when a member is speaking that he
observe his right to speak in silence.

The hon. Minister of Fisheries.
MR, J. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice I
will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled,
"An Act To Amend The Fishing Industry Advisory Board
Act of 1875".
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern Development.
MR. J. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that
I will on tomorrow ask leave to introduce two bills, "An
Act To Amend The Co-operative Societies Act" and "An Act

To Amend The Department Of Rural, Agricultural And Northern

Development Act"”.
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. Minister of Public

Works and Services.
MR. H. YOUNG: The last to let you down, Mr.
Speaker.

I give notice that I will
on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled, "An
Act To Amend The Department Of Public Works And Services
Act (1973) With Respect To Go?ernment Printing".
MR.»SPEAKER: Any further notices?

000

PRESENTING PETITIONS

MR. SPEAKER: .The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, it gives me a

great deal of pleasure to present a petition on behalf

of 149 residents of the communlty of LaPoile. As hon.

members know, LaPoile is an 1solated communlty eltuated on

the Southwest coast. And I mlght say at the outset Mr.

Speaker, that the same remarks that I am g01nc to make

apply to the communltles of Grand Bruit and Petites. I

- o S

£

believe I have a similar petltlon from Grand Bruit in

my office,but the one I am presenting today has to do
with LaPoile where the residents are complaining about
the medical services that they are receiving in their
community,especially the visitations by the doctor from
Port aux Basqgues.

The prayer of the petition,-
Mr. Speaker, reads as follows: 'We, the undersigned,
being residents of LaPoile in the electoral district
of LaPoile, humbly showeth that medical services on
the Southwest coast of Newfoundland have deteriorated
to the point where human life can be seriously affected
and that we have reached the limit of our endurance in
this regard and‘request that government take some serious

action to remedy this problem before a life or lives of
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MR. S. NEARY: residents have been lost due to

inadequate medical services.' A very, very serious matter
indeed, Mr. Speaker! One would think in this day in age
that it would be hardly necessary at all to present a
petition in this hon. House asking for something as basic
as a vist of a doctor to their community or a vist of a
public health nurse to the communities of LaPoile, Grand
Bruit and Petites. -
One of the bhig complaints, Mr.
Speaker, that residents have in these three isolated.
communities, especially in the Fall of the year
and in the Winterfime wheﬂ the doctor schedules a trip
to LaPoile, for instance, and because of weather conditions
he cannot make the trip on the day that he is scheduled to
make it,then he postpones his trip until the next trip is
due which is probably about two weeks away or a menth away.
In other words, Mr. Speaker,
what I am saying is that the doctor will not go to the

community;then,when weather permits the helicopter or the
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MR. NEARY: ) airplane to fly, he will wait until
he is due his next trip. Sosometimes you have a month in between
visitatirns by the doctor from Port aux Basgues and the doctor, in
the case of Grand Bruit, I think from Burgeo. So, Mr. Spéaker, as
I indicated you would not think it would be hardly neeessary in
this day and age to have to come into this House thirty-two years
after Confederation and ask the House, implore the House, beg the
Minister of Health (W. House) tb please see to it that the good
people of LaPoile, Grand Bruit and Petites have, at least, a visit

from a doctor once a week or once every couple of weeks.

MR. STAGG: (Inaudible). ]
MR. NEARY: I have already brought it

to the attention of the Minister of Health. Mr. Speaker, I have
an opportunity to pass through Stephenville, I suppose twenty-
five or thirty times a year,and I would not give very much now
for the hon. gentleman getting another term in that particular
part of Newfoundland.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to hear
the Minister of Health's comments on this petition. It is a very
worthwhile petition. It may - because of the number of people in-
volved, the govermment may not think that there is all that many
votes in these communities but they are human beings. We are
talking about human lives. We are talking about the health of
our people and I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of Health
and the government will now take the request from the people in

these three remote communities, seriously for a change.

I cannot say for sure that anybody

has lost his or her life as a result of this negligence. I cannot

prove it but there is a good cher-~. “r. Speaker, that people
have lost their lives or there has been unnecessary suffering
as a result of this negligence on the part of the Department of

Health. AndI hope now, Mr. Speaker, now that 149 good peocple in
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MR. NEARY: the community of LaPoile have
petitioned this hon. House to have this situation remedied, to
have the situation corrected, that the Minister of Health (W.

House) will take whatever steps are necessary at an early a date

as possible to see that these three communities get regular visits
from a doctor and regular visits from a public health nurse and
look into the possibility, Mr. Speaker, of establishing a medical

clinic and a nursing station in all three communities.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker.
MR, SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the

petition so very ably presented by my colleague. That problem is
getting to be a problem all over this Province, particularly in
rural Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker. This government expresses such

a great concern for rural Newfoundland,and pays such great lip ser-
vice to rural Newfoundland, that there are many parts of this Prov-
ince where the basic services, the basic medical services, the
requirements to treat a child, the requirements to guarantee the
same kind of benefits that everybody takes for granted, Mr. Speaker,
this petition is one of many that can come from many parts, in-
cluding my own district of Bonavista North,where the government has
been so caught up in the great romantic idea, the great battles
that they like to be fighting, that they have gotten away from the
basic concerns of people, the right to such basic services as

medical attention. and I hope that the Minister of Health, who.is a_man

who has those same concerns,w1ll put up a fight with hlS colleagues

will flght to the end w1th his colleagues to get a decent

share of the budget so that these people in LaPoile and the other
areas referred to by my colleague, that these people will get fair
and equitable treatment.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. Minister of Health.
MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I just address the

petition and I think both speakers went a little bit away from
the prayer of the petition. I think it is basically to get re-—
gular visits from doctors to the area. That is set up,already
in ~lace. The doctorg from the hospital in Port aux Basques

A}

are servicing that area.
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MR. HOUSE: -

The problem comes about when the_scheduied visit takes
place; the helicopter is not available = if the weather
is bad they cannot get down, there is no way to do it.

Now on two or three
occasions we have gotten a helicopter to go down after.
As-a matter of fact, when I received the last letter,
the helicopter was there ﬁhat particular day, with
doctors.

With regard to pecple in
danger, and emergencies, this does not apply, these
are the regular visits of doctors. When there is an
emergency, the emergency is looked after. I think we
have one of the better emergency services in any part
of Canada. You have, obviously, to depend on the
weather. But when there is an emergency that plane
or'heiicopteL is there.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is
very much in hand. I think I have written the member,
or,at least, the community about it, and told them
that we are endeavouring to do the best we can. The
problem is we cannot have a helicopter sitting there
all the time. If she cannot go today, then, as
scheduled for the service, she is diverted somewhere
else for the same kind of service, possibly, the next
day. So we are trying to put it in place so that Qe
will be able to get the helicopters more readily. I

think that is the basic problem.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms): The hon. the member for
St. Barbe.
MR. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave

to present a petition on behalf of some 1,400 people of

Thh
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MR. BENNETT: . the Bonne Bay area,
related to the ferry service in that area.

The prayer of the petition
reads as follows: "Be it known that we the undersigned
residents of the Bonne Area. do hereby and: herein
petition the House of Assembly of the: Rrovince of
Newfoundland and Labrador to consider our humble
request to require the Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador, as represented by the hon. Minister of
Transportation and Communications (Mr. Brett), to take
no action that would cause the discontinuance or
reduction of the operation of the ferry which operates
across Bonne Bay from Woody Point to Norris Point.

"And we do further
petition the House to require that the said department

confinue providinéra financial subsidy to help off-
set the operating costs of said férry servicé". )

Mr. Speaker, that petition
is signed by some 1,400 residents of that area, a
general area. In support of that: I mest certainly
wish to support it and I wonder if the Minister of
Transportation realizes the significance and the
importance of that life line across Bonne Bay.

On the West side of Bonne
Bay we have some 2,000 or 3,000 people who depend to
quite a great degree on the services that are provided
on the East side, or on the North side of the Bay., if
you would. They depend on going across on that ferry
for many of the services, like the hospitals: the
government services that are provided on one side

and that are not provided on the other, like the

Department of Social Services.
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MR. BENNETT: * Many of the people who
work on the East side of Bonne Bay, live on the West
side of the Bay.

That ferry service has
been in place, possibly for thirty or forty years, and
all of a sudden the Department of Transportation sees
fit to withdraw from supporting such a worthy cause,
and such a needed service.as we have in that area.

The minister will say,
as he has said in the past, I am sure, that they
cannot provide a parallel service. The ferry service -

AN HON. MEMBER: , (Inaudible)

MR. BENNETT: Well, they have a road
that goes around the Bay. Mr. Speaker, the road that
goes around Bonne Bay is some fifty or sixty miles
distance. And in the next two, or three, or four, or
five years, there is going to be some $40 millions. of
federal dollars spent on that road around Bonne Bay.
Already construction has started. I travelled over
it a few days ago, and already it leaves a lot to be
desired, Mr. Speaker, for transport around the Bay.

Residents go across, a
twenty minute run on the ferry. The ferry is so
badly needed with regard to services, for the various
things like hospitals, but it is alsc needed for the
transport of fish from .one side of the Bay to the-
other.

We have a fish operation

on the West side of
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MR. BENNETT:

the Bay and fish get hauled from the North side of the Bay.

The operators are telling me that if they have to haul fish
around from one side of the Bay to the other, by the time they
get it around the ice is melted, that extra hour or two hours
pull over the Long Range Mountains 2a0nd out to the Trout River
where the fish plant is located, and in lots of cases they have
to dump a lot of their fish. ‘ -

There is no way that the people in
that area are going to support, or even condone,the .minister's
action of withdrawing a total subsidy to the detriment of that
ferxy. -

I am begging the minister to take a
closer look at the service that ferry provides before he makes
up his mind and is determied to cut the subsidy that keeps that
ferry in motion.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER'(Simms): The hon. member for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I stand to support the

petition so ably presented by my friend and colleague on
behalf of 1,400 people of the Bonne Bay area.
I can appreciate and sympathize with the concern of the
residents in this area who, Mr. Speaker, have two basic
concerns; one,that there be no reduction in the service,
and secondly, that the government subsidy be maintaingd. Concern,
then, Mr. Speaker, that there be no reduction in the level of
service and that there be a government subsidy to keep fares
and rates reasonable to the people for whom the service was
established.

I mentioned, Mr. Speaker, I can

appreciate the concern, and I can sympathize with the people concerned
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MR. LUSH: because I have a similar situation

in my own district and I refer to thée ferry service at st. Brendan's.
The people of St. Brendan's, I might add, could certainly make a
similar petition. If they were to make a petition I am
sure it would be based on the same concerns as expressed by
the 1,400 residents of the Bonne Bay area.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly
hope that these people who ha&e to depend on these ferry
services, theéé intra-provincial ferry services,can shortly

look forward to an improvement -

MR. STAGG: Intra?
MR. LUSH: Yes, the intra-provincial ferry

services. T 'would certainly have hoped that the people in

these areas -

MR. STAGG: Does it mean.(inaudible) or what?
MR. LUSH: No, that is inter. And I would

hope that the people -

MR. STAGG: Oh, inter.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, would -

I would hope that the government
takes the matter more seriously than the hon. member for
Stephenville (Mr. Stagg). This is a serious matter, Mr. Speaker,
We are talking about the transportation, the only kind of
transportation that these people have to and from the islands
where they live. And, Mr. Speaker, it is a matter not to be
treated lightly. It is a serious matter and I would hope
that the commission that the minister has set up, I would hope
that after the commission come in with their recommendations,
that the government will follow those recommerdations. We
have had a long peried, Mr. Speaker, of no action with
respect to these ferry services, people, Mr. Speaker,

subjected to the lowest form of service, if you will. It
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MR. T. LUSH: is ridiculous that in this day in

age, in the 1980's, that some of the people have had to tolerate

the conditions on board these boats, that they have tolerated..
And I would hope that when this

commission gets its report in,because I am certain that

they are bound to make manv recommendations, Mr. Speaker,

recommendations that would improve the level of services in all of

these areas, and Iwould “ope that the: minister will move-

quickly. We havé had a long period of inactivity and

nothing being done to improve these services, or nothing

substantial. Maybe the minister can address himself to

this commission and tell us when he expects the report.

Because it has been on the go, Mr. Speaker, for some time

now and it has given the government, if you will, a

1483



March 3, 1981 Tape 56 EC - 1

MR. LUSH: -
reason to do nothing while waiting for the repeort of that
commission. I hope that study gets in and that the minister

will act very quickly to improve the level of services with

respect to these intra-provincial ferry services throughout

the Province.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Further petitions?

MR. WALSH: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Menihek.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. WALSH: Mr. Speaker, I have a petition on béhalf of

some 5,500 constituents in my aistpict in respect to hydro
distribution and_ﬁidro rates. The prayer of the petition,

Mr. Speaker: "We, the undersigned citizens of Labrador West,
do hereby make known our disapproval to all parties

involved in the proposed takeover of electrical distribution
in Labrador West. Due to the severity of our Winters compared
to the Island portion of the Province, uniform rates would
cause great hardship and be an injustice to the people of
Labrador West."

Now, Mr. Speaker, at the present
time, electrical distribution is done by both mining companies,
both in Labrador City and Wabush,at some 300 per cent difference
less in rates than Hydro doces on the Island.

Over the past few months there has
been indication that Hydro would be moving into the area to
assume responsibility of distribution of said services and
raise the rates in line with those on the Island.

Mr. Speaker, there has to be a final
decision made on that. The final decision will be made
eventually. I hope sometime down the road there will be a
decision by the government on this matter, and I hope before
doing so, we will give great consideration to this move and

the effect it will have on the escalating high cost of living
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MR. WALSH: - we already have in Labrador.
I do support the petition,

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, I rise to support

the petition, I suppose one of the largest petitions
ever presented in this House of Assembly, certainly since
I have been in this House,a short time.

\ Mr. Speaker, the problem points
out - the real problem that the people in Labrédér.West
generally, or the Menihek district, the peopie in Labrador
City and in Wabush/ the problem that they have is not only
a problem in Labrador but a problem throughout many parts
of Newfoundland, but most sensitive in Labrador because
the govermment is not showing any sensitivity to the
situation under which Newfoundlanders went to that great
frontier;not many years ago, but at a time when they had
to live in construction camps, and at a time: when it was
the hostile North, people went into this d;strict and went
into Churchill Falls.

Mr. Speaker, what the real
problem here is is that the hydro cost in Labrador - péééing
right by these people - is being charged by I.0.C. to the
people in there on a basis that - I think tﬁe I.0.C. either
is doing it on a cost basis or with a smail profit. And
they are using the hydro power developed from the Upper
Churchill, as was their right and was agreed to.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in this
particular instance, what the people of Labrador are saying
is that this is a resource in Labrador, this is a resource
which we can get at cost and we do not mind paying cost -
and that is the cost of development in Labrador - and that

we do not even mind paying a small profit. But it seems
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MR. STIRLING: . most unfair to the people in

Labrador that even though they have to bear all the extra

cost of food, of transportation, the extra cost of visiting

the Island, all the costs of being, although a well-developed
community, an isolated community, we in Newfoundland promised
them a road to be able to drive over and it has not been done.
They have to put their cars on a train and drive to Quebec.

So what they are saying is, in this case, 'We will pay the

true cost. Let us pay the true cost of developing this power

in Labrador.' They are not looking for a gift. They are not
locking for anything from this part of the Province to subsidize
it. But what they are saying is, 'Allow us to take advantage

of the truecosts. Until you can balance all the costs in
Labrador, do not give us the shaft by increasing us by 300

per cent.' And we on this side certainly support the request
that the people in Labrador West should be given the opportunity
to have their hydro developed at their cost and a small profit
for Hydro, but not to have such an extreme move made unless

they are going to balance everything with the cost of living

on the Island part of Newfcundland.
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) :- Any further petitions?

The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I want to support
the petition.
MR.SPEAKER: Order, pleasef
I believe the rules for petitions
allow for one member from each side, aside from the member
presenting the petition,to speak. One member from each side,
the rules allow for so you have already had a member from the
right, I am sorry.
Any further petitions?
- The hon. member for Eagle River.
MR.HISCOCK: Mr. Speaker, I rise to present a
petition on behalf of the residents of Pinware, Labrador, sixty=-
five residents. "We the residents of Pinware in the Straits of
Labrador, from L'Anse au Clair to Red Bay call upon the Provincial
and the Federal Governments to put aside their political diff—
.eréﬁces and sit down and negotiate and sign the Coastal Labrador
DREE Agreement. We the residents of Southern Labrador feel that
we are being used as a political football between both govern-
ments and we want an end to it. We have been waiting qur
three years for the signing of this agreement and we cannot go
another spring without having the road reconstructed and paved.”
Mr. Speaker, that area of the Prov-
ince has not only had to wait three years for the signing of this
agreement, but has seen the road “in that area of our Province
continually deteriorate because each year the Department of Trans-
portation has always stated that the DREE agreement is coming and
as a result we are not going to be spending any money on it. Tﬁe
Premier, for example, in the election of 1979, promised $200,000
dollars forupgrading. As well, when a delegation came in here

from the Straits area and asked the Minister of Transportation (Brett)
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MR. HISCOCK: . he promised them the money when
they were here; when they went back, then, this money was not avail-
able, again because of the signing of the agreement.

So, Mr. Speaker, I do not know when
the agreement is going to be signed but I will say on behalf of
the district, as well as myself and the residents, that we are totally
fed up by the lack of initiative. whether it is the Federal, the
Provincial, whichever person is responsible, we are all fed up
with this matter and we want a quirk end and remedy toc this sit-
uation. We feel that last year, in particular since November,
over seventeen washoutshayve taken place in the Straits area,We
hope that, through letters gone to the Minister of Transportation
(C. Brett) and to the Minister of Municipal Affairs (H. Newhook),
they will come up with extra money for maintenance of these
roads and these roads in these small communities over and above
normally what is given.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask this House to
give unanimous consent to this petition and have a éuick signing
of thé agreement soO that“we can have the construction season start

and get some work done on it. We have had the problem in the Straits

area of wanting to go and join Quebec, the Labrador Straits Chamber

of Commerce,and this has been caused totally by the frustration
that Quebec, the Province of Quebec, not the Federal Government
but the Province of Quebec,is doing the road bordering the Province
of Newfoundland and Labrador. And the residents on the Labrador side
of our Province are a little bit fed ﬁp seeing the progress that
is made by the sister Province of Quebec and our own government,
for whatever reason,not coming to terms with the Federal Govern-

ment and signing this agreement.
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MR. HISCOCK: . There are many dther things besides
the road in this agreement, sewerage, water and sewerage,
a health clinic, as well as problems within the fisheries.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is very import-

ant that the signing of this DREE agreement take place fairly soom,

within this month. Thank you.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : The hon. member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I support the prayer

of the petition presented by my hon. friend and colleague, the
member for Eagle River(E. Hiscock) and I do so, Mr. Speaker,
knowing that, from the information that I managed to secure when

I was in Ottawa a few weeks ago and held a number of meetings

in Ottawa with high-ranking officials of the Government of Canadg,
the provincial govermment is stalling on this DREE agreement

for Labrador. They are stalling on it. And agreement should
have been signed, it should have been signed before the end of
February. It should have been signed before the end of January,
Mr. Speaker, but certainly before the end of February. I agree
with the remarks of my hon. colleague that there does not seem to
be any explanation at all forthcoming from the Minister of Trans-
portation (C. Brett) or from the Minister of Intergovernmental

Affairs (Premier Peckford) or from any
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MR. NEARY:
spokesman in the provincial government.

Mr. Speaker, I may peoint
out to the House that meetings: bebween the officials
of the provineial government andl Ghew ofFfcdabs of
the federad government, the Gevemnment of Canada,
that were scheduled to take placer im emxly February,

that were postpened a number of times; will now not

take place for anether two or three weeks, and that

is when the Minister of Transpeortatiem (Mr. Brett) -
MR. YOUNG: (Inaudible) it is too

bad the officials would talk to you and weuld not talk

to us, is it not? (Inaudible).

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker -
MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order:, please!
MR. NEARY: Mr.. Speaker, it is not my

fault that the officials of the Gewernmemt of Canada.
would not talk to the minister and his colleagues.
That is not my fault, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SBPEAKER: Ordex, please!

I believe the hon. member
is entering into debate. I would ask him to confine
his comments to the prayer of the petition and not
enter into debate. The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: ‘ I understand, Mr. Speaker,
but the point I am making is there is likely to be
another delay on signing the agreement that is referred
to in the petition if the meetings between the
provincial government officials and the officials of
the Government of Canada do not take place for
another two or three weeks. Mr. Speaker, the meetings

have already been postponed on a number of occasions.
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MR. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : A point of order. The

hon. the President of the Council.
MR:.. MERSERLE,:. THer hon:. gentleman: is
speaking: to a matter of a petitiom. He: is getting
inte a far-flung debate as to his mistaken impressions
of the course of events.
MR. SPEAKER: Well, with respect to the
point of order I believe I just asked the hon. member
to confine his remarks to the prayer of the petitiom
and not enter into debate. It is very difficult to
have to call a member to order every few seconds or so.
I would ask him to confine his remarks, then, to the
prayer of the petition. The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NBARY: Are you. saying, Mr. Speaker,
that I was not in order when I was referring to the delay
in the signing? I do not understand what the point of
order is, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: What I am saying is that
the hon. member was entering into debate. I have
already warned him of that on one occasion at least, and
I would ask him to confine his remarks to the prayer of
the petition. The hon. the member for LaPoile.
MR. NEARY: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Well, Mr. Speaker, the
people in Southern Labrador, in Eagle River, want to

know why the agreements are not signed here when in the

other provinces they are already signed and in place,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: And the delays that I
referred to, the minister will not get a chance to

present his wish list, ten or a dozen items, until
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MR. NEARY: i another two or three
weeks. Does that mean the people in the Strait area
will not get word on whether there is going to be
work done on the road from L'Anse au Clair to Red:
Bay, they will not get word for amother several weeks:,
or maybe several months? Mr. Speaker, I do not think
it is good enough. I think it is; shameful the way
the peeple are being treated.

The: information that I
have from the officials and from the elected
representatives of the Government of Canada is that
the fault that this DREE agreement is not signed is
the fault of this province, Mr. Speaker.

MR. HANEOCK: Hear, hear!

Not only that one.

MR. NBARY: The: Government of Canada
have made a very generous offer of financing ninety
per cent ~ ninety/ten. They want to make a ninety/ten
deal.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Order, please!

Again I believe the hon.
member is entering into debate. The prayer of the
petition does not suggest that it is one particular
governments fault, as I understand it, it may be any-~
body's fault. But I would ask the hon. member again
not to enter into debate, and to confine his remarks to
the prayer.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I do not know.
I have been here nineteen years. I do not know any other
way to get the facts out but to point them out.

MR. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr.

Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : A point of order. The

hon. the President of the Council.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order. Your Honour, has made a ruling and as I
understand the remarks of the hon.. gemtleman:, tie:
hon. gentleman is not only taking exception with
your ruling, but also casting refleections upon the
Chair of this House.

nuw Your Honour made a
ruling on this matter when the hon. gentleman was
speaking to a petition, and the gist of that ruling
was made three times, that the hon. gentleman was:
entering into debate, and the reason was given in
Your Honour's last statement. I think that the hom.
gentleman has to comply with the rules: of this Heuse,
number one, but number two, it is abundantly serious,
even more serious, when the hor. gentleman f£launtse the:
ruling of the Chair.

I thinks the: hon. gentleman
should really - it is incumbent upon the hon. gentleman
to withdraw and retract any imputation whatsocever to
Your Honour because Your Honour is entitled,in this
House,to the protection of all the members.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : To the point of order.

The hon. the member for LaPoile.

MR. NEARY: If I may speak to the point
or order. Mr. Speaker, there was no inputation on my
part. I fully accept Your Honour's ruling. I always
have. I have been here nineteen years. I think I know

a little more about the rules than the hon. gentleman.

And we are not going to put up with these Mussolini
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MR. NEARY: tactics that are being

invoked by thé government and by these -

MR. THOMS: This is not the (inaudible)
government.
MR:.. AKER: (Simms:) : Order:, please-l

MR. NBARY: - these dictsterial

statements that are being made. Your Henour knows
full well that I accept Your Honour's ruling. I did
not challenge Your Honour's ruling, and I have no
intention of challenging it. If I did I know what the
procedure is, Your Henour.
MR. SPEAKER: Well, with respect to the
point of order the ho£4 the member for LaPoile (Mr.Neary)
has indicated that he had no intention of flaunting the:
ruling of the Chair. I aeccept that. I alse remind:
him now that his time has expired.

Any furthew petitiens?

The hon. the Premier..

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I would Iike:

to speak to the petition ably presented by the hon.
member on the opposite side of the House. As a membex
of this House, and as a citizen of this Province, I
fully support the prayer of the petition presented. As
a member of this House, and as a citizen of Newfoundland
who has travelled in that area extensively over the last
ten years, I know that what the people of that area of
our Province is looking for is a very justified, a very -
it is a road and it is a facility whichwas due to
commence ten years ago, not two ago or not three years
ago. And this government, Mr. Speaker, fully endorses

the prayer of the petition and endorses the idea that
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

road construction in that part of our Province must begin
immediately.

Mr. Speaker, we have been trying
for seme time: to arrange a meeting — I have, asi Mimdsiter
of Inter-governmental Affairs - with the- DREE: minister.
It has fallen through every time. Yesterday morning we
called his office again to look, to see would he please
firm up a strange day, Friday, the 13th of March. He has
not been able to get back to me. So far he has cancelled
on a number of occasions.

The Throne Speech says,

Mr. Speaker, that we want to sign all DREE agreements
immediately. We are ready to sign the Coastal A Labrador
one immediately - yesterday. I will go anywhere at any
time to sign that agreement to get that very needed& road

off the ground for the people of that part of our Provinece.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Any further petitions? Orders of the day.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Oh,I am sorry, Petitions? The hon.member for Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, in view of the lack

of clarity and decisive action in the statement previously
made by the Minister of Finance and the President of Treasury
Board (Dr. Collins) earlier in the afternoon, I ask leave
under Standing Order 23 to adjourn this House to debate a
matter of urgent and public importance as follows:

Whereas labour relations in this
Province, and particularly with employees in the public service,
appear to be extremely volatile, as demonstrated by these
facts: fact number one, two public service groups, namely,
the support staff of the College of Trades and Technology and
the Workers' Compensation group, have been on strike for -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:
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MR. SPEAKER (Simms): Order, please!

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

On a point of order.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, ohl

MR. SPEBKER: Order, please!
A point of order, the hon. the

President of the Council.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, when a - it is perfectly -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

MR. MARSHALL: "  The hon. gentleman, Mr. Speaker,

is obviously perfectly within his rights. There is allowed
to be one motion under Order 23 every sitting, but I suggest
that the procedure is not that the hon. gentleman reads a
lengthy resolution but that what the hon. gentleman has to

do is to acquaint Your Homour and this House, generally speaking
in a few brief words,as to what the nature of the matter is
that the hon. gentleman wishes to have the House adjourn to
debate, and briefly and succinctly, the reasons why it is an
urgent matter, and not for the purpose of going and reading

a long, detailed resolution. I think the precedents of the
House, and I know the rules of the House, Beauchesne and that,

are quite clear on that voint.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, to the point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: To the point of order.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, there is nothing in

the Standing Orders which talks about the preciseness or the
limitation on words. It states that the member desiring to
make a motion risesin his place, asksleave to move the
adjournment of the House for the purpose of discussing a
matter of urgent public importance and states the matter.
Mr, Speaker, there are no restrictions there about the

number of phrases, the number of words, about entering into
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MR. LUSH: i lengthy discussion, and I submit,
Mr. Speaker, that I was barely started and the hon. the

House Leader (Mr. Marshall) had no idea how long the statement
was going to be or what it was going to state.

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : With respect to the point of order,the Stamnding

Orders are clear and perhaps we could save a lot of time and
trouble if the hon. member would state what this matter is.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, that is what I was
about to do.

As I have said, whereas labour
relations in this Province, particularly with employees in
the public service, appear to be extremely volatile, as
demonstrated by these two facts: fact number one, two public
service groups, namely, the support staff of the College of
Trades and Technology, and the Workers' Compensation group,
have been on strike for an excessive period of time, resulting
in great financial burden to the werkers and inefficiency in
the work place, point number two, several public service groups
for which contracts have expired and for which there are no
immediate settlements in sight, the teachers and nurses are
two major groups in this unfortunate category. 1In view of
these facts, Mr. Speaker, and in view of the complete impasse
arrived at in these negotiations, and in view of the tremendous
financial burden, frustration and anxiety being imposed upon
those public service workers, and in view of the negative
effect that these negotiations, or lack of negotiatiomns, are
placing upon the collective bargaining process, I ask that
this House be adjourned to debate and seek a solution to

these urgent and intense labour problems.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MARSHALL: E Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise

on a point of order

MR. SPEAKER (Simms) : Yes, if I may, I would accept some

direction from members of the House because as you are aware it

is the first time it has arose since I have been Speakex, at least.

The hon. President of the Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the matter is very
clearly set forth in Beauchesne, specifically, and this is in the
Fifth Edition, specifically paragraph 286. oun page 91 it starts
and it 1s under the section, Motions To Adjourn The House Under
Standing Order 26 of the House of Commons, which is comparable to
this particular Standing Order which is the type of Standing Order
that - a similar one is in all jurisdictions, all legislatures.
On page 92, paragraph 286"The "specific and important matter
requiring urgent consideration", for the discussion of which
the adjournment of the House may be moved under S.0. 26, must be
so pressing that public interest will suffer if it is not given
immediate attention.”

Then it goes on to say in paragraph

287, "Urgency" within this rule does not apply to the matter it-
self," - the matter itself, Mr. Speaker, may be urgent - "but means
'urgency of debate’, when the ordinary opportunities provided by the
rules of the House do not permit the subject to be brought on
early enough and public interest demands that the discussion take
place immediately."

So, Mr. Speaker, it is well known
that a matter raised such as this, while it may be urgent in itself,
does not require the suspension of the rules of the House to debate
that matter unless it is a matter of urgent debate. Now, I would -

AN HON. MEMBER* Not urgent to the (inaudible).
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MR. MARSHALL: ) No. I would point out -

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : Order, please!

MR. MARSHALL: Now the hon. gentleman can play his

cheap little politics all he wants to but the fact of the matter
is, Mr. Speaker, that there is on the Order Paper now the matter
of the Address in Reply which is, as the Opposition is aware,

going to be called after we get to the Orders of the Day and

in the Address and Reply there is ample oppor-—
tunity to debate not only this particular matter but any
matter that the hon. gentlemen wish to debate.

So, Mr. Speaker, these are - and
I refer you to all of these sections here,but this is the general
gist of it. While we are not denying it is a matter of concern,
we say, as all labour matters are matters of concern, or labour
disputes,what the govermment is saying in this particular case
is that there is not the urgency of debate. This is not a matter
of urgency of debate particularly when we have on the Order
Paper the Address in Reply and there is ample and full opportunity
for the hon. members opposite and other members of this House
to refer to this as well as many other matters that are of
interest to the public.
MR. SPEAKER: The Chair will recess for just a couple

of moments.
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MR. SPEAXER (Simms) Order, please!

I have giVen serious consideration
to the request for motion made by the hon. member for Terra

Nova (Mr. T. Lush). And in doing seome research the pertinent

sections referred to by the President of the Council (Mr. W.
Marshall) are certainly ones to be considered, in addition,
paragraph 285 which says, in part, "There must be no other
reasonable opportunity for debate"™. And clearly in this
situation there is because the Address in Reply is still on
the Order Paper and is a wide-ranging debate as members know.

So I therefore rule the motion
cannot be allowed. Althéugh the matter is impertant, I do not
feel, as Beauchesne says, "That the matter raised is of recent
occurance nor s» urgent that the proceedings of the House
should be halted that it may be discussed. 'Urgency' within
this rule does not apply to the matter itself, but it means,
'urgency of debate', when the ordinary opportuni£ies provided
by the rules of the House do not péﬁmit the subject to be
brought on early enough". And clearly in this situation there
is further opportunity for debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

ORDERS OF THE. DAY

MR. SPEAKER: Order No. 1
Address in Reply
The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. L. STIRLING: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I think we have seen the government
get off to a good start today in the debate -

A rousing start,. Arousing start.
MR. STIRLING: - 5 start that shows what they intend
to do in this House, that they are going to use the President

of the Council (Mr. Marshall) in every way that they can to jump
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MR. STIRLING: up and try to interrupt, try to
muzzle the Opposition so that we cannot debate the important
matters coming before this Province.

Oh, oilr.

And, Mr. Speaker, I, first of adll,
must confess, they say confession is geed for the soul -~ I must
confess: that I believed. When I first got elected to this
House in June of 1979, and the Premier get up and said this

is a new administration, 'that we are having nothing to do with
that past administration, that the former Premier and whatewer

that crowd was
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MR. STIRLING: ‘was a dead loss, I must confess that I
was looking forward to this fresh, great,energetic, new approach,
a government that got elected on the ability to negotiate with

Ottawa and to stand up for Newfoundlanders.

MR. WARREN: They do not know how to do either one of
it.
MR. STIRLING: But then, Mr. Speaker, today as we sat in

this House, when we heard the Minister of Education (Ms. Verge)

get up and in front of the children who were here at this

time, the Minister of Education in front of these people,

who maybe had attended the House for the first time, said,

'Oh,no, Mr. Speaker, those‘expenditures:were not authorized

by wus, it was a previous administration, a previous administration,
and allowed the students to go and think they must be taking

about somebody else.

AN HON. MEMBER:. Oh, oh!
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, the previous administration.

So I just made some notes as to whom
was in that bad,0ld, previous administration, this crowd that

really blew it.

AN HON. MEMBER: No.
MR. STIRLING: The Premier says, "They blew it."

Everybody who came,"Bp",before Peckford, blew it. But who

was in this bad old administration who did all of these things?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. STIRLING: Let us have a look and see who was

in the previous administration.
MR. WARREN: Let us listen now. Who was the

Minister of Education?

MR. STIRLING: The Premier. The Premier was in the
previous administration. Surprise! Surprise!
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MR. WARREN: Who was the Minister of Education?
MR. STIRLING: And this aggressive Premier, this Premier

who is going to fight,nothing is ever going to get passed

him, this Premier has led us to believe that while the

comic books ware autnorized that he sat in that Cabinet, and
while the money was being spent on the public relations out
in Gander, the PC Party, while that was happening this
Premier just sat in the Cabinet where he was Executive
Assistant to that bad old Premier Moores, while he was
Executive Assistant did not notice anything happening,
while he was on the Treasury Board did not notice anything
was happening, it was that bad, old, previous administration.
I wonder if there is anybody else left arocund
from that previous administration -
MR. UIULK: Name every one of them.
MR. STIRLING: ~that rotten crowd that they just refexred to
earlierZDNot us, the previous administration. I wonder if there
is anyone left around? 1Is it possible that there is left one

person besides the Premier?

MR. WARREN: The Minister of Fisheries.
AN Toer, MTMBIRL The res+ have all gone.
MR. STIRLING: Ohrthe President of the Council, The President

of the Council was in that previous administration for a while.
Now he did not last because he resigned over the Public Tendering
Act, That dirty prewious administration, could not sit there.

Now the present P&emier could sit through it,

MR. THOMS: e was still a member of the Prnea and of the vartv.
MR. STIRLING: But the President of the Council could

not stomach it,he had to get out, as did che member for

St. John's North (Mr. Carter). Now he did not get back

into the Cabinet. So he was in that previous administration.

What about the Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer)? My
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MR. STIRLING: . goodness he is also that dirty

previous administration.

MR. THOMS: You mean the mne that(inaudible).
MR. STIRLING: Not true!

Now what about the: now Minister of
Development (Mr. N. Windsor)? Executive Assistant. Was

he a minister in that dirty previous administration?

AN HON. MEMBER: The Minister of Fisheries.
MR. STIRLING: What awout the Minister of Manpower

(Mr. Dinn) that holiest of holiest man who did not know
that his department today was down to one mining inspector,
did not know what was going on in this Province? At this

time of the year, all over this Province, there are dangerous
situations going on in the mines, with the thaws going om,
they cannot get people out there, and he did not know that his
department was down to one man. He did net know it.

Guess what? He was in the previous administration.

MR. TULK: They were the ones.
MR. STIRLING: My goodness not that hon. minister in the

previous administration.

MR. WARREN: How many is that now?

MR, STIRLING: Now -

MR. WARREN: That is three already.

MR. STIRLING: =~ let us look at who else was in the
previous administration. The Minister of Mines and Energy

(Mr. Barry) was in the previous administration.

AN HON. MEMBER: Go away boy.
MR. WARREN: The schoolboyv.
MR. BARRY: Yes, when they actually blew a couple

of holes on each sides of the Straits of Belle Isle. He

was actually in the previous administration.
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MR. WARREN:
was that?
MR. STIRLING:

MR. WARREN:

Tape 62
Oh the schoolboy! What minister

What an awful thing to de.

Who are you talking about?
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MR. STIRLING: ' Now, what about the fresh new

Minister of Fisheries who was brought along by this Premier

to solve all the problems of the fishery.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear?!
MR. STIRLING: When the Premi:er scuttled his

former colleague- Walter Carter found out how quick you
can get a by-election called, when he got rid of him - then

he brings in this fresh, new Minister’of Fisheries -

MR. WARREN: (Inaudible) .
MR. SPEAKER (Butt): Order, please!
MR. STIRLING: - and, oh my goodness, Mr. Speaker

do you know he was actually in the previous administration,
this dirty, bad, old previous admimistration? But what a clean
bill of health, this new administration. I wender if we

ever heard of him before. Oh, yes, yes. First of all we
heard of him - the first time we heard of him, the first time
we heard of him was when there was a unanimoﬁs report.

Four people from that side - the hon. member for Stephenville
(Mr. Stagg), a very conscientious, dedicated, honest man,
first-class, great judgement, a man who uses great judgement,
he was one of them.

MR. HANCOCK: Which member are you talking

about now?

MR. STIRLING: The member for Stephenville.
AN HON. MEMBER: Not that guy?

MR. STIRLING: Yes, the same one -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. STIRLING: - who, Mr. Speaker, sat on the

Public Accounts Committee and was so pleased to be a member
of the Public Accounts Committee and they brought in their
report. Was it a minority report?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: No.
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MR. STIRLING: : No, Mr. Speaker, unanimous, four

from that side, three from this side, and with the great
judgement, Mr. Speaker, the great judgement of the member
for Stephenville (Mr. Stagg), and what did they find,

Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER (Butt): A point of order -

MR. STIRLING: What did they find, Mr. Speaker?
MR. SPEAKER: - the hon. member for Stephenville.
MR. STAGG: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,

the Public Accounts Committee brought in a report and the
report was not termed a unanimous report or a report that
had a division within the Committee as votes within the
Committee are not recorded, and the hon. member indicating
that I approved of the findings of the report £s completely
misstating my position. Now, I can state my position as

I stated it many times in the Committee, which I probably
will do in the Speech from the Throne, but the hon. member

is again misleading the House, not deliberately because T

do not think he is capable of that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! To the point of

order, there is obviously no point of order.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member from Stephenville

properly clarified remarks attributed to him.
The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. STIRLING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Thank you,

Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK: How many have you got now?
MR. STIRLING: The member for Stephenville never,

ever got over the fact that this new administration never

put him back in the Chair. He wanted to
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MR. L. STIRLING:

go back in the Chair because he used to be the Deputy Speaker

in the o0ld, dirty, previous administration that they have been

talking ahout.

MR. TULK: We would not have him, boy. We weuld mot haveé him.

MR. STIRLING: So now let us see what we have left

of this - what have we got so far of this previous administration?

We have, one, the Premier; two, the President of the Council

(Mr. Marshall); three, the Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer),

the Minister of Development (Mr. Windsor), the Minister of Labour and
Manpower (Mr. Dinn), the Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. Bgrry)r-

I do not want to leave anybody out - and the present Minister

of Fisheries (Mr. Morganm). That gentleman -
MR. WARREN: The best-dressed man in Newfoundland -
MR. STIRLING: - who came before the Public Accounts

Committee, Mr. Speaker -I read the Throne Speech, and this fresh
new administration under their dynamic, reborn leader, what

a great speech it would have been if it was the first speech
that he had made in this House. Because, Mr. Speaker, the first
time he got to put his money where his mouth wvas in order to
prove all of the great speeches that he made -and he had a
unanimous report from the Public Accounts Committee, and what

did they say? They said that a minister had contravened the

Act.
AN HON. MEMBER: Knowingly.
MR. STIRLING: And now these tvo new people in

this new administration - the Premier and the President of the
Council - the leftovers from the bad,previous administration,
they said it was a question of judgement and we agree with the
Minister of Fisheries contravening the Public Tendering Act
because it was just a question of judgement, just had a bit of
bad judgement. He just had a bit of bad judgement, it is
alright.

The fishermen of this Province have

made another judgement and he is out wandering around the fringes
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MR. STIRLING: trying to get in. Wandering around
the fringes.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR.. STIRLING: Ah, he cannot take it.
Now, Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)

MR. STIRLING: - no, I want to get to the fresh
new crowd but so far I am down - let me put in a couple of the
fresh new crowd -

MR. TULK: Do not forget the Minister of
Transportation (Mr. Brett).

MR. STIRLING: - No, no, T have: to put in a couple

of fresh new ones now.

MR. WARREN: The Minister of Education (Ms. Verge) first.
MR. STIRLING: We have -
MR. TULK: The- Minister of Health (Mr. House),

where is he?

MR. STIRLING: - the Minister - oh, he is left, he
could not stay around, No, he is gone. Another new one—1I must
say that the Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mrs. Newhook), she
is truly a member of a new administration, very hard working,

very capablee

MR. WARREN: Good lady. Come over! Come over!

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. STIRLING: If she only had the support of her
department

MR. TULK: Not a politician but she can come over.
MR. STIRLING: And thern —7 do not know what happenede.

I am glad the Minister of Education (Ms. Verge) is here - two
women and three other unfortunates.

Now let us go on to this group of
the pure and the holy and the new, a fresh new man like the
Minister of Social Services (Mr. Hickey) -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. STIRLING: - a fresh new, dynamic, clean look
in this House of Assembly.

MR. WARREN: Nineteen vyears.

MR. SPTIRLING: And where did he come from? The

previcus administration.

MR. WARREN : Logy Bay.
MR. STIRLING: Hughie Shea would love this, this

previous administration.
MR. TULK: That is nine, nine or ten.
MR. STIRLING: Now, order a few more. There are
a few more from this previqus administration, The Minister of
Health (Mr. House), not to be left out, a member of the previous
administration -
MR. TULK: And the Minister of Education (Ms.
Verge) (inaudible).
MR. STIRLING: - one of the few people on that side
of the House, Mr. Speaker, who will get up and say, yes, 1
am a PC. Nobody else is allowed to mention it. One of the
members mentioned it and if you go through all cf the speeches
that have been made by that side of the House since June of
1979, not one of the said we are proud of being a PC
government with the excepticn of one person, because they
are trying to create an illusion, Mr. Speaker, an illusion
that something is different about that PC government.

Let us carry on, The Minister of
Transportation (Mr. Brett), this man who said when asked for
a request on behalf of a constituent, 'Oh, do not expect me
to do anything, I will see if I can find one of my underlings
to look on that minor little problem', the Minister of
Transportation who is supposed to be responsible. Another
fellow who sat in -he was a member of the Treasury Board of
the previous administration, the same previous administration.
A few more left-.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible)
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them all in, not enough time to put them all into that previous

administration.

mention, the Minister of Public Works (Mr. Young), he has got hon.

mention this time in the Auditor General's Report,

The hon. the member who got mentionhonourable

also a

member of that dirty, previous administration- worked in the

former Premier's office.

Now, I wonder

2l
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MR. STIRLING: . I honestly do not know about
the member for Naskaupi (Mr. Goudie). I do not know if he actually

got in the Cabinet of the previous administration.

MR. TULK: Yes, boy.
™ AN HON. MEMBER: Three menths.
MR. STIRLING: Three menths, just barely made

it. He is almost clean.

AN HON. MEMBER: He is almost pure.

MR. STIRLING: By thedir definition he was almost

not in that dirty previous administration. Now, Mr. Speaker,

this Province has witnessed the spectacle of one, two, fhree,
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve out

of seventeen of this administration, this new, fresh administration
were members of that old, dirty, previeus administration. Mr.
Speaker, the people of Newfoundland are beginning to see that
there is a connection, there areten years of do nothing. They
were expecting this fresh, new administration to do a lot of
things in the last couple of years. And, Mr. Speaker, even
their greatest supporter has said they are looking for something
that is being held back, some secret weapon that is to be brought
in.Not in the Throne Speech. Very disappointed with the approach,
the type, everything that was in the Throne Speech.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us deal with
the overall approach of this Government. The overall approach of
this Government, Mr. Speaker, is one of confrontation. And one
of the real problems, maybe the most pressing problem facing this
Province right now, is the government's attitude about confrontation.
They will not negotiate and they will find that they are going
to set up the same atmosphere all the way around. For example,
we tried to get a debate going on the serious labour problem
in this Province. And what has happened is that this government
has taken a position that eight per cent is going to be all that

the Treasury Board can negotiate and they are not to negotiate.

—a
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MR. STIRLING: . They will not negotiate with
anyone. They will not negotiate with Ottawa, with Halifax,

with Quebec, with their own employees, with the teachers, with
nobody. This government is trying to show people that you take
a position and you do not move from that position. And they are
going to encourage the fishermen to do the same thing, They
are going to encourage the employees to do the same thing. They
have had NAPE out now for four months, not a meovement, no
indication.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this yéar.in
1981, they were warned about it. They were warned about it in
1980. They were warned about it before the fisheries strike.
And, Mr. Speaker, the fishermen will never forgive them for
what they allowed to happen last year. They allowed 1980, the
whole fishing season, to go by. por the fish that they refer
to in the Throne Speech as being allowed to swim inshore, well
they swam in, They Were around waving and then they swam back
out because there were no fish caught.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to
deal with the two or three issues that this administration
keeps referring to and I would like to point out some inconsistencies.
People in Newfoundland are getting sick and tired of a government
that simply says, "I am fighting for Newfoundland". And that
is all that they are saying over and over and over and it is
cruel, Mr. Speaker, because they have had the projections that
unless they get something done in this Province there will be
no jobs ten years from now to meet the 50 per cent increase
in the labour force. We are going to be under by 50 per cent.

They referred to the offshore
0il. It is a distortion of the worst order, Mr. Speaker, a
distortion of the worst order when they try to pretend that
somehow this present state that we are in in this Province, this
present state of high unemployment and nothing happening, they

are trying to create the impression that that is somehow caused
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MR. STIRLING: by the federal government's

position on the offshore. Mr. Speaker, the truth of the matter
is the federal government have co-operated and in this stage up
to this day there would not be one additional nickle and not one

additional job if the federal government had turned over ownership

to the experts

o

"
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MR. STIRLING: based on the fact that you cannot -

there is no known technology that will enable us to cut through

granite.
MR. STAGG: What abeout the towing of icebergs?
MR. STIRLING: So, Mr. Speaker, if the member for

Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) had attended that seminar he would see
that that question was asked, and the truth of the matter is
there is not enough known about icebergs and there is not
enough right now that will allow any Newfoundlander to vote

for a pipeline coming to shore if they knew all of the
information that came out at that symposium. Mr. Speaker, it
is deception of the worst.order'for'this government to continue
to try to paint that unreal, unreal image of Newfoundland
getting resources from the offshore, of getting that brought

in by pipeline. That is net true.

. Well, Mr. Speaker, what is our
position on the offshore? Number one, and let there be ne
doubt about it, we believe that we own the offshore resource,
no question about that. We believe that we own the offshore
resource, but what is going to happen, Mr. Speaker? What is
going to happen, Mr. Speaker, is that this government,
two-thirds of which are the famous previous administration —
whatever it was that they allowed to happen in the previous
administration - the truth of the matter, Mr. Speaker, is that
if we do not do something in this Province about negotiating on
the offshore, of trying to reach a political settlement, you
are going to see all of the development go around Newfoundland
into Halifax. There is no gquestion that this government will
not admit what my colleague from Lapoile (Mr. Neary) brought
up to them when he found out that they had gone into a dispute
and they are now closing their eyes to the facts. The fact
of the matter is that Mobil is going to take this Province
to court and Mobil is going to take the Federal Government
to court ‘and if Cabot Martin is right when he speaks to the

universi -, Mr. Speaker, this Province does not have a very
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strong case. And, Mr. Speaker, it

is time for us to get off this foolishness in this House because

the members on this side are as loyal as any member anywhere

in this. Heuse and we have a common cause, Mr. Speaker. We: lrave

a commen cause in this Provinee -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. STIRLING:

MR. SPEAEER (Butt):

MR. STIRLING:

Right away. Give it away!,take it awav!

- getting the offshore for the -

Order, please!

- for this Province.
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MR. SPEAKER (BUTT): - Order, please!
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, we have a common

cause in this Province and it is time for them to get over their
silly pride on the other side, to ask us to work with them,
to help them , to try to get some negotiatiens going because the
kind of game they are playing and it is more like a game of — it
is not a game of Snakes and Ladders,- I would not mind them playing
this game, Mr. Speaker, if they were playing with their future
and the future of their children but the game that they are playing,
the 100 per cent or nothing, burying their heads in the sand and
saying, 'Well, let us wait, we own it. Nobody is goin§ to take
it from us', and then wringing up their fists to Mobil 0il and
saying, 'Mobil, do not dare to take us to court because of what
we are afraid of. Do not dare take us to court and prove that
our case is not as strong as we have been bluffing Newfoundlanders
to think after spending $500,000 on a case'. . Bluffing us. We
believed them. We believed them when they said their case was.
good.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what happens
if it goes to the Supreme Court? Let us assume that the feds
are one quarter as bad as they say they are. Let us assume for
a minute that there is this great Central Canada intrigue going
on up there. Now, Mr. Speaker, if that is half true then they
are playing right into the hands of the Upper Centralist Canadians,
if there is a shred of truth. Because they are doing nothing,
They are not negotiating, they are not trying for a political
settlement, they are not even taking it to court, they are not
taking the initiative. So, what do they do? Sit back, do nothing
and then allow it to go by default because somebody else takes
us to court. And then what do we do, Mr. Speaker? Then what do
we do when we find that it has bypassed us and we have alienated
every friend that we have had in Canada, every friend that said,

'Well look, it is good to see Newfoundland coming into her own,



March 3, 1981 Tape No. 67 IB-2
MR. STIRLING: - good to see Newfoundland and
Labrador finally get a resource that they can develop'. Even

this Prime Minister that they hate so badly stood up here in
front of 2,000 students and said, "As far as I am concerned I
cannot give you somethimg I camnot give you but I will give you
100 per cent of the revenue, Mr. Speaker, ‘for as long as: it takes
for you to become a have Province". Even that fellow has said
that. Now we agree on our side, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, let us look at what
we are talking about in negotiations on the offshore. It is
not only - let us look at the Lewer Churchill Development
Corporation, Mr. Speaker, That is something that we own, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, that is something that we own,
we nationalized it. We spent $300 or $400 million of the people's
money and we own Lower Churchill. And what do we find, Mr.
Speaker? We found that we did net have the money, we did not
have the expertise and we did not have the markets. So what
happened? That dirty, old, previous administration working
with the federal government worked out an arrangement, 51 per
cent contreol by Newfoundland, 49 per cent control by Ottawa
which means Newfoundland control. And the people in Canada,
those people that they are fighting against all the time, the
people who - I mean it is a disgrace, an absolute disgrace and
an insult to Canada, the kind of garbage that went out, paid
for by the people in this Province with an arrow saying, "Equality
stops here". What an insult, Mr. Speaker.

The people of Canada found when
they sat down with the people of Newfoundland that the Province
of Newfoundland did not have the fiscal capacity to develop the
Lower Churchill. Hard, cold facts! And the people of Canada
agreed to put up the money to develop the Lower Churchill but
this government has not done anything with it. They are sitting

on it and it is six months behind schedule, Mr. Speaker, Six months
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MR. STIRLING: . behind schedule.and they could

go ahead with it.

Now, Mr, Speaker, another matter
of deception - and again it was on national television last
night — our right to transmit power across Quebeec. Now let
us look at it, Mr. Speaker, because I tried to do my hemework
on this. I gave them the benefit of the doubt and what did
I £ind? Wwhat I found, Mr. Speaker, is three separate, official
positions taken by this government. Position number one, letter
to the Prime Minister, we want the right to a corrider across
Quebec. That is number one. Position number two, a resalution
in this House of Assembly asked for the free transmission, Mr.

Speaker, the free
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MR. STIRLING: : transmission of power across Quebec.

Nobody else had ever heard of it until it came out of that
hasty resolution, free transmission, And what do we find now
as the third official position in the Five-Year Plan? It is

talking about using Quebec Hydro's own system, their system,

Ear at a reasonable rental cost, a reasonable rental cost -

MR. HANCOCK: Is that in there?
MR. STIRLING: - but that is three - that is in

there. That is in the Five—Year Plan. That is their third
official position. This was tabled as the official, official -
correspondence to the Prime Minister had another oné and then
free transmission in a resolution. So, Mr. Speaker, when I
asked the federal peeple which position the government has

asked for, they do not know because they have asked for three
separate positions. Seo, Mr. Speaker, I went to Churchill Falls.
I went up to Churchill Falls and I went down into the power
house where they develop it and I talked to our Newfoundlandexrs
who are there on source and, Mr. Speaker, that power is
transmitted from our location to the border of Quebec and that
is why another deception, another simple, political deception, is
to go out to the people of Newfoundland and say our border is in
trouble, when by the very fact, Mr. Speaker, that the Government
of Quebec starts a transmission line which they pay for after

it crosses our border. We pay for it up to the border. They
pay for it after the border. That is a deception, Mr. Speaker.
That has never been questioned by the Government of Quebec and
it is a deception to try to just get political mileage out of
it. So, I asked our Newfoundlanders - I have asked Newfound-
landers, Mr. Speaker, who are there on location, and they showed
me - by the way, they are turning out something like 5,700
megawatts not 5,200 megawatts, registering on the diagrams -

I talked to them -and our Newfoundlanders go and work back and
forth with Quebec Hydro because they have to work with them

because, Mr. Speaker, it is not as simple as running water or
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MR. STIRLING: 2 0il through a line, it has to be

fitted into a grid system. Electricity does not run in that
kind of order. And, Mr. Speaker, our Newfoundlanders on
location in Churchill Falls - and they know the Quebec system
as well as they knew their own system — hawve: sadd. there is ne:
capacity in the Quebec system to just run through. It is not
a simple matter of running it through. So, Mr. Speaker, if
this government is going to be honest, the kind of govermment
they *+alk about in the Throne Speech, then, Mr. Speaker, let
them tell us which of these three options they are serious
about. Mr. Speaker, in the same Throne Speech they are talking
about a deal that they made with New York, a deal to transmit
and sell the excess power to New York, and at the same time they
have said to the people in Labrador that we want to develop
Labrador. Now, Mr. Speaker, this party, the Liberal Party,

is on record as supporting the conecept: of the development of
Labrador, a real concept, Mr. Speaker, which this government,
if they had the imagination, if they had the drive, if they
had the initiative, they would be going all over this world

to develop the great resources of Labrador where we have the
resources in Labrador and stop playing these silly games
because, Mr. Speaker, the responsibility for doing that should
lie with the Provincial Government. You have the right to do
it now. If you want to give up that right, allow us to do it.
Mr. Speaker, they got so turned off because of industrial
development thirty, forty years ago, that they cannot see
anything now but LIP grants, and that is about the limit of
their imagination.

Mr. Speaker, the fisheries - the
three great issues that they brought up. One was the offshore
and they are heading us into absolute -~ worse than chaos -
they are heading us into a direction that they cannot win. They
know they cannot win. They have given up trying and that is

what they are doing on the offshore. On the transmission of

—_a
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MR. STIRLING: * power they have not set a separate,
simple proposal. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look at the fisheries.
The Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) is hovering around the
fringe because, first of all, the Fishermen's Union want nothing
to do with the Provineial Government taking over this so~cadifed
shared jurisdiction, Another deception, Mr. Speaker. What is:
shared jurisdiction? What is shared jurisdiction? Well, I

found out. I found out over ‘on the West L

"
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MR. STIRLING:

Coast what they meant by shared jurisdiction. What they
mean by it, Mr. Speaker, is once the quota is set by the

Federal Government, and they would like to work it out with the

provinces, they would like to sexrt it out amengst the
provinces., But once that happened — they are not looking
for shared jurisdiction, they are looking for 100 per cent
control, 100 per cent control of the licencing.

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh.

MR. STIRLING: 100 per cent contrel of the licencing.
And, Mr. Speaker, I do not =~

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) .

MR. STIRLING: - know a single fisherman, I do not know

a single fisherman -I mean,there might be one or tweo, three -

I do not know a single fisherman,persemally,who would like

to see either the PC provincial government, or the Liberal
provincial government take control over their licencing.

They do not want it, Mr. Speaker. They want to have input, they
want to have the Fisheries committees. involved,and they

do not want it to be too easy for someone to get to a politician,
They have to go to Ottawa, it is a long ways to go. They

would rather go with the officials. They would rather go

on a proper basis under which they get licencing. They

do not want either a provincial Liberal Minister of Fisheries
or a PC provincial Minister of Fisheries to have the right

to tell them that they can licence because they saw what
happened to the Fisheries Loan Board, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK: The minister is carrying them around

in his pocket.

MR. STIRLING: They saw what happened to the Fisheries
Loan Board when political interference ruined it, and it

has a great tendency to do the same thing right now.
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MR. STIRLING: . Mr. Speaker, we talk about the Northern
cod stock, and we have been given a little bit of what was
found by NORDCO. Well, Mr. Speaker; I have been checking
around to find out what is the latest official position by
the governmemt. New this same government, not even the bad;
old previous administration, two years age brought in a repert
based on their ten years of study, and what did it say,
Mr.Speaker] It said that they wanted to set up a superport
in Harbour Grace,And what was it going to use? I wish the
Premier were here - the same Premier - what was it going to
use? It was going to use 76,000 tons,caught by draggers and
brought to Harbour Grace, of the Northern cod stock. I hope
the Minister of Fisheries will come in and confirm this, unless
he is not allo&ed gécause he was a part of‘the dirty, previous
administration.

The Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan)
was on the media one day saying, I think it is a goo& idea
that the trawlers should take the 300,000 per trip quota
and extend the season. And the next day the Premier was
on saying, 'I think the solution is to ban the fishery,
ban the trawler fishery for the next three or four years,
just tie up the trawlers, tie up the trawlers and layoff
5,000 or 6,000 plant workers.'
MB, TULn: i He agrees now.
The Minister of Fisheries agrees.
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Fisheries,
if he agrees with the Premier, they will have to go hand in
hand, the two of them together, because they are the only
two people in Newfoundland who believe that that is
any kind of a solution to anything, mid-term, in the middle

of the fishery, ban the trawlers from:he Northern cod stock.
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MR. STIRLING: ’ Mr. Speaker, the people of Newfoundland

have not been given the whole story and we are going to make
sure that they are. Because in the government's own NORDCO
report, in that report, Mr. Speaker, it points out that it is
only in recent years that the Northern cod stock has gotten to
be a Canadian resocurce. It used to be an international
resource. Well over fifty per cent of it used to be taken
by foreign draggers, foreign trawlers.

Mr. Speaker, my predecessor in this
seat, the Leader of the Opposition when he was invqlved
with the Federal Government brought about what was the
greatest blessing, Another former leader of this party used
to recite all the great blessings under Confederation, Well
this leader brought what was probably the greatest blessing
that Newfoundland,next to Confederation, the greatest
blessing that Newfoundland will get and that is the 200
mile limit, Recause with the 200 mile limit we gradually
got rid of tue foreigners and we now have the trawler catch
down to something that is manageable. And I do not know
an inshore fisherman, Mr. Speaker, not a single inshore
fisherman, and I doubt if the Minister of Fisheries (Mr.
Morgan) knows one, who will say that the answer to this is
to bring in more fish during the glut period. More inshore
fishermen fishing during the glut period is not the solution.
What we do require, Mr. Speaker, is again a basic change in
this government's attitude, a change in the attitude that
says, ‘we have to have some joint action. We have to have
some federal action. We need a mechanism, that includes
federal fisheries, provincial fisheries, the Fishermen's Uniocon
and the fish companies. We need to have them sit in and

decide to put together a total concept
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MR. L. STIRLING: a total concept, a plan that

takes politics out of it. And Mr. Speaker, that is what

this has become,largely a political issue. So, Mr. Speaker,
if vou talk about those great and sacred rights - in my
comments the other day I mentioned the other twe phoney
sacred rights, the Labrador boundary and the denominational
system of education. When‘the Premier expressed some concerns
on television we brought in an amendment in this House of
Assembly and said;look, we will fight Ottawa with- yvou, we:
will take on Ottawa and fight Ottawa. If you really do
believe that there is ;ny kind of a problem here with denom—
inational education or with the Labrador boundary, those sacred
rights, we will fight Ottawa with you. Here is a resolutiom. '
We put a reselution looking for unaminous suppert of the
House. Mr. Speaker, they voted against it. They voted
against it,to a man and to a woman.They voted against it
because it was a phoney issue. Mr. Speaker, there is
absolutely no doubt in my mind that the Leader of the Party
on the other side is oprobably one of the shrewdest, most ruth-
less politicians that this Province or this country will
ever see. He is a master at taking and playing on the
emotions, playing on the simple overstatement, playing on

the fact that Newfoundlanders have always been suspicious

of people taking away our rights. Mr. Speaker, that may

make good politics but it makes lousy government and this

is a lousy government,Mr. Speaker. This Province,Mr. Speaker,
has been bamboozled by this so-called new government, made

up of twelve of the same o0ld previous administration that
they will not even talk about, and in those three issues -

there were five in the resolution.
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MR. L. STIRLING: we dealt witlh -we took them

seriouslvon the Labrador Boundary and on denominational
system of education. We brought in a resolution and asked
for unaminous support and they would not give it. On the
other three issues. The offshore, Mr. Speaker: They do not
want to hear that we support Newfoundlands ownership of the
offshore, They do not wantlour support on the transmission

of power across Quebec, They do not want our support on the
business of getting involved in getting the fisheries proper-
ly managed. That is what we want on this side, that is what
we have offered, We have noet got it, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Sveaker,
one of the things that this Province is going to have to deal
with in the next few years,and we can deal with it in one of
two ways, We can deal with it the way this government has
been dealing with all matters and t@at is after the fact,
after the problem, after the crisis, the spruce budworm,
eight vears, twelve of this Cabinet. They cannot escape the
responsibility, Mr. Speaker, Where were they for twelve years?
They were in the Cabinet. Now, are we to believe that they
were spineless,gutless,unimaginative people, no concern

for the Province, and it was only after eight years in that

state that they got reborn with another member of that

Cabinet.
MR. TULK: (Inaudible)
MR. L. STIRLING: No, I would not go that far.

Mr. Speaker, with the budworm, they did not deal with the
problem. They did not deal with the problem for eight years
and when it got so far out of control and they had all the
presentations out to them,they still did not face up to the
decision, they appointed the Royal Commission to do it for

them. And let us not kid ourselves,Mr. Speaker, the Royal



March 3, 1981 Tape No. 70 RA - 3

MR. L. STIRLING: Commission made the decision

to do the spraying., This government did not make the
decision, all the information was there and they passed
it in to the Roval Commission for them to make the decis-
ion for them. Mr. Speaker, in Education: In Rducation
we have started to proceed on the basis of bringing in
Grade Xii A catchy, high-sounding -we are going to
bring Newfoundland up to the standard of the rest of
Canada. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is an insult. It is an
insult te the people who worked hard on that committee.
They proceeded on the basis that they were going to get
the funds to do the job, they were going to get the
staff to do the job, and they worked hard on it.and they
were ready to go ahead with it and although the people

of Newfoundland as apparent -
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MR. STIRLING: . I thought they were proceeding

on the basis of the first year university.2And all the people
that I have talked to all around the Province were glad to see
that the children could stay in schoel for Grade X;f and not
have the expense of bringing people into the university, it
would be the first year university. Now what has come up is

an expanded Grade ziz and the programme itself, Mr. Speaker,
would be a good programme, from everyone that I can hear of,

in its own right. Everyone that I have talked to feels that the
programme will be a good programme, an expanded Grade ZE;
programme. However, there is a very great concern that the money
that is already needed for pfimary and elementary, the money
that will be needed for facilities, for remedial reading, for

a music programme, for all the programmes that many of the schools
in Newfoundland do not have now in the primary and elementary
schools - there is a great fear that those people will be
neglected because all of the attention is going to be paid to
Grade zzi and that if there is any money to be made available

in education it is going to be made for Grade gzz and that
primary and elementary will not get the money that they have
looked for for years. That is a great fear and I hope when

the Minister of Education (Ms. Verge) speaks in this debate

that she will be able to set aside all those fears, that she
will be able to say that the money that is required will be
guaranteed.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, éhe
indication that I have in Education is that the school facilities,
the basic facilities throughout rural Newfoundland, are in a very
bad condition. And in my own case in my own district the Fire
Commissioner had to close up a school the other day and the
Kindergarten and Grade I -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh,oh!

MR. SPEAKER (BUTT): Order, please!
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MR. STIRLING: . - are now situated in the

basement of another school while they are waiting for some
funds. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the funds for the primary
and elementary school in the district of Bomavista North, in
the Badger's Quay-Valleyfield area, I hope that those funds will
not be taken to bhe used for Grade XILI.
There are many places including
the Premier's own district, Mr. Speaker, I have had representation

from +he Premier's own district -

MR. THOMS: Not the Premier's district!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!:
MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, there are schools

in the Premier's own district that are not fit for children
to go into but we have not seen it in this House. Mr. Speaker,
we have asked for,in the area of Justice, we have asked for
an independent Commission of Engquiry and it is coming out bit
by bit that my colleague, the spokesman on Justice, is very
well informed, that he is abselutely right when he says the
only way to clear the air not only for the sake of the policemen
but also for the sake of the management in the police and for
the sake of the citizens who have an uneasy feeling about the
level of vandalism and crime in this whole Province

Mr. Speaker, we have already
mentioned the concerns in the labour situation in this Province.
Mr. Speaker, sooner or later we have to face up to it, sooner
or later we have got to recognize that either the Atlantic
Provinces Economic Council is right or they are wrong, If-
they say that we are going to have a shortfall of 50 per cent
of the jobs, when are we going to start doing something about
them, Mr. Speaker? We should be now working out with Ottawa,
the only source of our funds.By the government's own Five -
Year Plan, by the Lower Churchill Development Corporation reports,
this Province just does not have the fiscal capacity to provide
the level of services required and will not do so by 1984 or 1985.

What about the people who are getting out of school today, Mr.

—
[dm]
(wmp)
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MR. STIRLING: : Speaker, the people who

are getting out of school today and wondering what are they going
to do for jobs? It is cruel, Mr. Speaker, to try to give them
the impression that somehow,magically, the offshore is going to
create 5,000, 10,000, 15,000 jobs.

And this little charade that
we went through today about reading out the lists of approved
locations, Mr. Speaker,this government knows, the Minister of
Mines and Energy (Mr. Barzy) knows, if nobody else knows, the
Minister of Mines and Energy knows that based on the symposium,
based on all of the expert advice there is no possibility of a
pipeline coming to shore, absolutely no possibility that
any Newfoundlander would vote for it. It is not environmentally
safe.

And on the question of building
concrete ovlatforms.
MR. BARRY; Do you know that?

MR. STIRLING: I am saying, Mr. Speaker, that

the Minister of Mines and Energy, if he will admit to the
people here, if he will admit to the Province of Newfoundland,
that based on the expert advise given at that symposium,

the Minister of Mines and Energy knows that at this state of
the technology,and they brought in experts from France and

the United States,
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MR. STIRLING:

field, they have come to
MR. BARRY:

MR. STIRLING:

I did not bring them in.
MR. TULK:

MR. STIRLING:

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. STIRLING:

Tape No. 72 GS-1

people who were in that
the conclusion (a) that -
(Inaudible) gullible?2
~ they brought in peeple from all —
The minister brought them in.
Then the minister is gullible.
That is right. The minister -
Are you gullible?

The Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins)

just found out that the world is not flat.

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. STIRLING:

Oh, did he?

" Yes, he just found out. The experts

told him and he did not believe them.

MR. MARSHALL:
flat.

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. STIRLING:
MR. BARRY:
without scrutiny?

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. BARRY:

Well, Mr. Speaker —

The hon. gentleman's speech is

Oh, oh!
Well, he is alive.

Do you aeccept the statements of exports

Exports?

That is what your kind has traditionally

done. I thought (inaudible).

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. SPEAKER (Butt):

of the Opposition.

MR. STIRLING:

(Inaudible) experts.

Order, please! The hon. the Leader

Mr. Speaker, as I said, the

Minister of Mines and Energy (Mr. Barry) now knows - now

whether he will admit it

now. It may not be politically

right to admit it now, he may want to continue the illusion,

the illusion in the public mind, Maybe, as one of his friends

and supporters- maybe they can squeeze another election out

of the constitutional issue,or the anti-Quebec feeling, or

the transportation of hydro, or the offshore oil, fighting

Mobil. Let us take on Mobil.

Maybe they can squeeze another
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MR. STIRLING: - election, a phony cause,

Mr. Speaker, because the Minister of Mines and Energy
(Mr. Barry) now knows that sometime he will have to tell

the people of Newfoundland, as much as he will regret doing

it, he will have to say that as much as: he has fought —

my God, they fought - five years, tem years, and. as much

as he regrets having to do it, to say that he cannot recommend
that with the present state of the knowledge of icebergs and
that path that goes from Newfoundland to Hibernia,and the
present state of technology that can dig in granite, he was
going to have to sometime level with the people of .
Newfoundland and say, "As hard as we fought, we had to
recognize the fact that it was not environmentally safe to
bring a pipeline to Newfoundland". Sooner or later he will
do it, Mr. Speaker. Now, whether he will do it before the
next election - maybe if he had complete freedom, maybe i
he had complete freedom, maybe if he were not under such
control by some people on the other side, maybe he could
get up and admit that now, Because when he has been given
freedom he has been able to admit certain things, like the
admission, Mr. Speaker, in the Throne Speech, the admission
that even if we get world prices, Mr. Speaker, even if we
get world prices - and what does world prices mean? It
means doubling the cost for everybody in Newfoundland who
have to pay for their oil. If he gets those world prices
and if he gets everything that he hoped for, if Ottawa gives
him the complete offshore, this very proud government,

Mr. Speaker, admits - and maybe it is only the Mines and
Energy Minister who will admit it - but this minister

admits that in the next twenty-yvear period, in seventeen

out of these twenty years, this great proud government are
going to have to go to Ottawa in seventeen out of the twenty
years and say, "Can we have equalization payments, pey,

the rest of Canada?" We have everything we wanted. We

159
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MR. STIRLING: ' have the ownership.

MR. BARRY: What?

MR. STIRLING: We have the price.

MR. BARRY: What?

MR. STIRLING: And for seventeen -

MR. BARRY: What?

MR. STIRLING: - it is in the Throne Speech -

for seventeen out of the twenty years -

MR. BARRY: You are saying Newfoundland (inaudible)
equalization.
MR. STIRLING: That is what this great proud

government is going to say that they have to do, is to go
to the people of Canada and say that, regardless of what they

have, Mr. Speaker -

MR. HISCOCK: (Inaudible) right now.

MR. STIRLING: - Mr. Speaker -

MR. TULK: Yes, it will be.

MR. SPEAKER (Butt): Order, please!

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, this new constitution -
MR. BARRY: Motherhood constitution.

MR. STIRLING: ~ this new constitution will put

into it something that has never been into it. You know,

up until now equalization has not been a matter of right,

Mr. Speaker, it has been a matter of political negotiations.
On the question of the forestry, Mr. Speaker, this government
led by the present leader, had the gall to go on CBC television

the night that the Throne Speech opened,
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MR. STIRLING: . had the gall to go on and say,
"What is the Leader of the Opposition talking about? 1800 jobs

in forestry, boy. We provided 1800 jobs in forestry. Some

proud".
SOME HON. MEMBERS:: Hear, hear!
MR. STIRLING: But he was not too proud, Mr.

Speaker, or he was too proud,to admit that the only reason he
could provide the 1800 jobs in forestry under our control is
that a friendly federal government could say, 'Here is $47
million, 90 per cent of it, $47 million of that money -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. STIRLING: - = $47 million of that money had

to be given to them by Ottawa. And, Mr. Speaker, by right - no,
Mr. Speaker, not by right by political negotiations, Mr. Speaker,
because the forestry is under provincial control and the federal

government worked with them to develop it.

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) all to Quebec.
MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) : Order, please!
MR. STIRLING: Good, proper federal-provincial

negotiations. Mr. Speaker -

AN-HON. MEMBERG .. (Inaudible) .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please.

Again I plead to hon. members
to observe the rules of the House and allow hon. members to
be heard in silence.

MR, THOMS: It is the first time I woke
up all afternoon and you have to go ahead and spoil it.
MR. BARRY: I do not blame you.

MR. STIRLING: Mr. Speaker, on this side we

are levelling with the people of this Province. We are not,on
this side,playing silly, deceptive games. And, Mr. Speaker,
if they ever have the gall, if they will come in and have a

debate instead of hiding away behind Ministerial Statements -



March 3, 1981 Tape No. 73 IB~2
MR. THOMS: And cop-outs.
MR. STIRLING: - and the hired gun who gets

up every time that we start to get a little bit excited, to try
to get the information out to the people — the President of the
Council (Mr. Marshall) jumps up and says, "Point of Order,

Mr. Speaker" - this government who has established an approach
of government by press conference, of government by Ministerial
Statement because they cannot debate, Mr. Speaker. Man for man
we can debate them any day of the week and we are going to get
our message out to the people of this Province becauselwe have
nothing to cover up, we have nothing to be ashamed of and we are

not part of a government, Mr. Speaker, that apologizes and covers

up the fact -

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible) .

MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS): Order, please!

MR. STIRLING: - covers up the fact that

twelve out of seventeen of these Cabinet Ministers have been
around from that dirty, old,previous administration that they
are ashamed of and we are ashamed of and the people of Newfoundland
are ashamed of.
Mr. Speaker, let us - I do not

know - how much more time do I have? Have I much more time?

MR. TLIGHT: Adjourn the debate and start
tomorrow.

AN HON. MEMBER: Three minutes.

MR. STIRLING: Well, since I only have thrée

minutes I might as well finish up this afternoon, Mr. Speaker,
unless by leave with the other side - by the way what are the

rules? Do I have unlimited time or just an hour?

AN HON. MEMBER: An hour.
MR. STIRLING: Just an hour, okay. Mr. Speaker -
MR. STAGG: If he does not know, Mr. Speaker,

do not tell him.
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MR. SPEAKER (SIMMS) :. Order, please!

The hon. member has until six

o'clock.

MR. STIRLING: Well,in that case, Mr. Speaker,

I will adjourn the debate at this stage. I want to say, Mr.

Speaker, that on this side we are going to very agressively

go after the government to make them stand up, to make them be
accounted, to not allow them to hide away. And, Mr. Speaker,
we will get the message ocut. It may take some time. We may
have to find a way around the rules because, Mr. Speaker, we
are not going back to the Throne Speech on Thursday, wé are
not going back to the Throne. Speech because they cannot take
this kind of criticism. They cannot have the kind of free and

open debate that we are having, Mr. Speaker. So that -

AN HON. MEMBER: I cannot take it either.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. STIRLING: I, Mr. Speaker, would now like

to adjourn this debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. President of the
Council.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader

of the Opposition (Mr. Stirling) has about five seconds left
next Monday. I move, Mr. Speaker, the House at its rising
do adjourn until tomorrow, Wednesday, at 3:00 P.M. and that
this House do now adjourn.

On motion the House at its
rising adjourned until tomorrow, Wednesday, at three of the

clock.

203



