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The House met at 3:00 P.M.

Mr. Chairman in the Chair

MR. SPEAKER (Rus:ell): Order, please!

Before we begin today's proceedings,
it is a distinct pleasure for me to welcome to the Speaker's
gallery today mernbers of a Select Committce from the Nova
Scotia Legislature led by the Speaker of the Legislature,
th hon. Arthur lonahoe, members Mr. Hugh Tinkham and Mr.

Vince McLean /and secretaries to the committee Dr. Henry
Mu jgah and Mr. Graham Walker. On behalf of all of the

ho . members I indeed welcome you to our Legislature today.

SO1E HON. MEMBER!: Hear, hear!

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

MR. WM. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the President of the
Council.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, it was with a feeling

of profound shock and concern that the government learned
recently of Bowaters plan to shutdown its Number 7 machine
in the mill at Corner Brook. Since then,government has
be:n striving to have Bowaters postpone announcement of

it decision to enable a full assessment of the facts to

be made so that the possibility of a counler proposal or
proposal could bc explored. It was for this purpose that
the Premier met with the head of Bowaters International

in London last Friday. It was for this purpose that the
Ministers of Development (Mr. N. Windsor), Forest Resources
and Lands (Mr. C. Power) and Education (Ms. L. Verge) went
to visit officials of Bowaters North American headgquarters

in South Carolina. Government was seeking a postponement
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MR. WM. MARSHALL: of the announcement. We felt,

Mr. Speaker, it was better to be able to assess the situation
and any counter-proposal or proposal would have more faviourable
prospects of reception if there was the oppurtunity to male

them prior to the taking of a public decision. The recason

for this, Mr. Speaker, is obvious: It is more difficult

to have decisions reversed or modified prior to a party

having publicly announced that deéisicn. As everyone knows,

the prospects of having d.cisions reassesscd,if reconsideration
is in fact possible,are ¢iminished once public positions

are taken. It was for thi.s reason, Mr. Speaker, that government
decided it was in the best interests of the Province,and the
people of the West coast sarticularly, to make every effort

to have the announcement (lelayed. I might add it was

also for this reason, Mr. Speaker, that on Priday last

I indicated in the louse that it was not in the best intercsts
of the people of the Province,and particularly of the

West coast,to comment on the questions tha! were made. But

unfortunately,
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MR. MARSHALL: as we now know from the releases

that have been made on the West Coast Bowaters refused to

afford us this opportunity and the decision has been made.
It was also for this reasoﬁ

that government was so concerned over th. Opposition's

approach to Question Period last Friday. By now it must

be evident that the Opposition acquired this information

from some confidential source. By choosingto make it

public, Mr. Speaker, any chance government had to obtain

th: much needed postponement of the decision -

SOITE_HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. MARSHALL: - was virtually eliminated.

If this statement requires verification, if the hon. members
require verification, Mr. Speaker, I can advise them that

I was speaking with the Premier approximately an hour -

SOME HON. MEMBERE: Oh, ohl!

MR. MARSHALL: - and a half ago, and I can refer
them to the response which the head of Bowaters International
made to the Premier this morning, when the Premier called

him in a last-ditch effort to have the announcement postponed.
The Chairman's response was words to the effect, "What

do you mean?The decision has already been made public.,'

Now, Mr. Speaker, despite the fact
that the decision of Bowaters has now becn taken,government
is going to proceed to have a complete rc¢assessment of the
facts relating to this most serious situa .ion. This will
proceed immediately so that the full impact of this decision
on the people of the West Coast can be dctermined and every
effort will be made to see if it is possible to formulate an
acceptable proposal or countcr proposal.

The Premier h s already wired
the Mayor and union officials to that ef cct, and indicated
that he will meet with eaders in Corner Brook next week.

A copy of his telex is attached to my statement and I shall
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MR. MARSHALL: read the text of it; it is rather
brief, Mr. Speaker. It reads:;"The Provincial Government
is deeply concerned about the Bowaters situation. As you
know,three minister of the government have been in South
Carolina these past days. I have had a meeting with
the Chairman of the Board in London. We have been attempting
to have the company delay announcing its decision until
government had all the facts from the company. After
receiving this information,government wanted to prepare a
counter-proposal or proposals. I have spoken to the
Chairman of the Board today and I will be speaking to him
again later today. The ministers in South Carolina are
not having much success in obtaining a delay to the decision
to be announced. 1In any event,a serious situation exists.'
The Premier went on to say, 'I
should like to brief all the relevant organizations in the
Humber Valley-Bay of Islands area and to receive your views
on the matter. Therefore I wish to meet with yuou,and
the leaders of the other groups copicd on this telex,next
week in Corner Brook. My office will be in contact with
you to organize the meeting. I look very much forward to
discussing this matter with you at that time. Signed A.
Brian Peckford, Premier.
Now, Mr. Speaker, in addition to
that I can announce that government has also moved to
establish a high-level committee to be co-ordinated under

the Departments of Finance, Forest Resources and Lands and

Development.
MR. HISCOCK: Natronalize it.
MR. MARSHALL: The hon. gentleman might think

that this is a humerous situation, but it has very serious
implications to the people of this Province and the West
Coast. The purpose of this committee that is being
established, Mr. Speaker, will be to gather all facts relating

to the Bowater decision and
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MR. MARSHALL: assess the entire situation
with a view to assuring that every conceivable step is
identiflied to alleviate the impact of this decision and
1.0 recommend such proposals or counter-proposals that
government might make.

The committee will consult
with and obtain the benefit of such experts as might be
necessary. Government has also considerec, Mr. Speaker,
inviting, and tas decided to invite the federal
qovernment to set up with it a joint consultative committee
under applicable labour legislation to help alleviate
the ultimate imp:ct of this decision. This action should
not, however, Mr. Speaker, be interpreted as derogating
in any way from covernment's primary focus which is to
assess all factors relating to this decision with a
view to formulating whatever proposals or counter >roposals
are possible.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker,
may I assure the people of the West Coast ,and Corner Brook
in particular, ol government's deep and abiding concern
for the workers directly affected. This is a traumatic
cxpericnce which all Newfoundlanders share but most
cspecially is it felt by the workers and their families.
7o them we give our pledge and assurance that no stone
will be left unturned to see that everything possible is
done 1n the circumstances.

May I also say, Mr. Speaker,
when I am making this statement,because I would not wish
these offorts to be maintained,that government has also
indicaed that it is not going to leave no stone unturned
in connection with the situation down in lurin which is
very much to the forefront as well. Wc¢ have made a

statement with rospect to Burin earlier this week and
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MR. MARSHALL: we will be dealing with that as
well. But this is the statement that is necessary with
respect to Bowaters immediately. Our concern is equally

for both areas of the Province -as a matter of fact

with all areas of the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. SPEAKFR (Russell): The hon. the President of the

Council's statement took approximately eight minutes and it
is understood that the Opposition has approximately

one half that time,so I recognize the hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am not going to
be intimidated by remarks make by the hon. gentleman, neither
am I going to play politics as the hon. gentleman did in
his statement. The lion. gentleman knows thot the Premier
last night from Bonn confirmed that he knew about the
Bowaters' situation Lwo weeks ago, that he Jeft the Province
with this information only after giving the information to

a few of his Cabinet colleagues.

MR. MARSHALL: A few?
MR. NEARY: A few,and they have not been

identified yet. And over the days and weeks ahead we will
be dealing with that situation. The fact of the mattor is,
Mr. Speaker, that three Cabinet Ministers went to North
Carolina only forty-cight hours before Bowaters was
scheduled to call a news confercnce in Corner Brook to make
the announcement. And when they went to North Carolina
they went ill-prepared, they had no proposal, they had no
papers with them. They went ill-prepared and they asked

for a thirty day moratorium. Now,
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MR. NEARY: remember the government had this
information for two weeks, and if I had not raised it

last week they Probably would not have went to Carolina.
They went there 48 hours before Bowaters was to make the
announcement and asked for a thirty day moratorium and that
was rejected. And they spent the rest of their time in
North Carolina touring the paper mill down there. Now that
is the effort that so far we have seen on behalf of this
government.,

And so, Mr. Speaker, we make no
apologies at all in this House for raising this situation
in order to try to protect the jobs of the employees of
Bowaters in Corner Brook.

The set-back at the Bowater paper
mill is tragic, Mr. Speaker, in the extreme, and although
we arc not at all pleased with the way the Premier handled
the situation, there is still time to try to stave off this
impending disaster. The actions of Bowaters today,

Mr. Speaker, are actions of heartless brutality. It is
tragic that this company, which just a few months ago bragged
about its high profits in the financial newspaper rChe
Guardian, would now seek to tidy up its financial jook-
keeping on the backs of paper mill workers and the city

of Corner Brook.

This company, Mr. Speaker, which has
taken billions out of this Province for its foreign
shareholders year after year, is now trying to make their
employees and the people in the Western part of this Province
suffer.

The Liberal Caucus, Mr. Speaker, have
instructed me to offer any help or assistance that we can
to the people of Corner Brook in these trying times. If

government have any alternatives to these layoffs, any
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MR. NEARY: plans, any proposals, or any ideas

to save the jobs o1 lesscn the burden on the people of
Corner Brook, we will support them in their endeavours.

But in the meantime, Mr. Speaker, we will be keeping a close
eye on thé situation ourselves and will not hesitate to

put forward ideas and proposals of our own whenever we

feel that they are in the best interest of our fellow
Newfoundlanders in the Western part of this Province. And
if the hon. gentleman, Mr. Speaker, wants to do a ser&ice

to the people of Corner Brook, and the peorle in the Western
part of this Province, he would lay aside his partisan
politics for a few days, maybe a few weeks or a few months,
and let us roll up our sleeves and get dowr to brass tacks
and see if we can stave off this situation. We are prepared
to forego Private Member's Day in th.s House today to have
this matter debéted,if the hon. gentleman will concur. we
need the unanimous approval of the House, and if the hon.
gentlement will concur, Mr. Speaker, the recsolution that we
are debating today in Private Member's Day is one put forward
by my colleague, thc member for the Strait of Belle Isle
(Mr. Roberts) to have live coverage of the proceedings of
this House. We are quite prepared to give up that resolution,
we made a decision in caucus, if the hon. aentlemen will
agree to debate the Bowaters situation in this House this

afternoon.
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ORAL QUESTIONS:

MR. SPEAKER (Rucsell) : The hon. Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I just want
to ask the hon. gentleman about the Bowaters situation.
Cen the hon. gentleman tell the House, in addition to the

746 employees - again the hon. gentleman
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MR.NEARY:

came into the House again today , I would suspect, very
ill-prepared to deal with this situation. ie did not

even know the number: and I doubt if he knows the numbers
yet- in addition to the layoff of 746 emplyees,what

ot! :r steps are beiny taken by Bowatcrs to cut back the
operation in Corner Hrook? Are they closinj down any

other part of the mill? Will there be any further down-
time in Corner Brook as a result of the economic conditions
throughout the world? Could the hon. gentlcman give us

this kind of information?

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Presido:nt of the Council.
MR.MARSHALL: Mr.Speaker, I can state that

the only information that we have,apart from the 496
mill workers who are going to be laid off as a result

of the shut-down of the machine in Corner Brook and the
250 loggers who are working in the woods op:ration,

that is the extent of the layoffs. I have nothing more,
I think, than the press confercnce by_Bowaters in Corner
Broo! indicated today,that in addition they are going to
shut down the stone groundwood mill but that is not going

to add to the numbc rs of people who will be without work.

MR.NEARY : A supplementary,Mr.Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR.NEARY: Would the hon. gentleman tell

the House now then what steps the administration are going
to take to deal with this situation? Could the hon.
gentleman give us some idea of what plans and proposals
and what suggestions will be made to try to stave off

this impending disaster? We would like to know, Mr.
Speaker, because we want to help the government. We

want to know what plans they have so we can support any

plans and proposals that they might have. Could the hon.
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Ml .NEARY : gentleman tcll us how they
intend to deal w th this situation? And will the hon.
geontleman also tcll us if it is the intention of the
administration to redesignate the Fishery College that
the Premier wantcd built in St. John's and the people
wanted built out in Corner Brook . is that one of the
items that will he given top priority, the redesignation

of the Fishery College from St. John's to Corner Brook?

MR.SPEAKER (Russcll): The hon. Prcsident of the
Council.
MR.MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, as to what the

government is go.ng to do with respect to the situation,T think
that has been outlined and detailed in the statement
itself. We have ..lready taken action with respect to the
establishement o the committee that I have referred to.
The Premier will be in cénsultation with the various
lewders in the Wc st Coast community when he returns next
we :k, plus the ot ier items that I have mentioned in the
statement.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am going
to speak directlv to the Leader of the opposition (Mr.Neary)
with respect to the second part of his question, as to
whether or not we¢ are going to move the Fisheries College.
T would caution liim not to use an unfortunate situation
for the purpose of attempting to s»t one part of this
Province off against another. This is a very unfortunate
situation,and I tecll the hon. Leadcr of the Opposition
directly that thc government is going to use its best
efforts in every way to sce what il can do to alleviate

this unfortunate situation. So if the hon.
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MR. MARSHALL: gentleman wants to engage in
his penchant for pcolitics at the expense of the people «Ff
Corner I'rook, such as h. did last I'riday, he can do it,

but I will not partake with him in it.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am not even going

to bother to answer the hon. gentleman, t¢ answer such Jow
trash coming from the lips of the hon. gertleman. Mr. Speaker,
that suggestion was mad: in good faith anc in sincerity, and
if the hon. gentleman does not like it, il they are a

St. John's government, well then, Mr. Speaker, sobeit,

let him be man enoujh to stand up and say so, but they

cannot see beyond the overpass in St. Johr 's.

Now, Mr. Speakcr, let me ask the
hon. gentleman, in connection with down 1ime, my under-
standing is that in the first quarter there will be cight
wecks down time in the mill in Corner Brock that the hon.
gentleman does not seem to know about and probably does not
care about. Now, Mr. Speaker, why should Bowaters —
this is-the question I am asking the hon. gentleman - why
should the employees of Bowaters and why should the mill
in Corner Brook be asked to take all the down time in the
Bowater oréanization and the other mills in the United
States and in other parts of the world not share the down
time with Corner Brook? and would the hon. gentleman tell
the House what steps he is going to take to try to remedy

that situation?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the President of the
Council.
MR, MARSHALL: The eight weeks down time, we are

obviously aware of it. The eight weeks down time, Mr. Speaker,
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M. MARSIIALL: is brought about as a result

of the - indeed, we are told tha! the major reason for

the unfortunate situation in Corner Brnok,in addition to
the eight weeks down time,is the unfortunate financial
situation both internationally and nationally that we find
ourselves in. As I referred to yesterday, the inter-
national and national recession i: going to reflect on a
fragile economy such as that experienced by the peonle of
Newfoundland probably much more so than many other parts of
canada. So that is the reason that has been given.

As I say, we are in the process of assessing the situation
and assessing and weighing all of the facts. So I am not
going to comment and neither am T goiny to enter into
recriminations égainst anyone at this particular time

lest it adversely affect the ultimate resolution of the
situation which we earnestly hope and w~ill really strive
1o make a positive one. I mean, ~ou kaow, you have to
watch the questions that you ask. Last Friday, the hon.
gentleman, who could have quite easily behind the curtain
of this llouse asked me the gquestions and I would have
responded, instead chose to come »ut like he did and in

a large measure then foreclosed and eliminated the
possibility that we werelstrivinq to cet, a postponement
of that decision in order to have a rational time to be
able to answer the guestions -

SOME IION. MEMBLRS: Oh, oh!

MR. MARSHALL: - the very guestions that the

hon. gentleman
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MR. WM. MARSHALL:

proposes.So that is the answer that T give to the hon.
gentleman. As to being a St. John's government, Mr. Speiker,
I refer the hon. gentleman to the decision rendered by the
people of this Province on April 6, last. This is very

much a Newfoundland and Labrador Government

as witnessed by the few members on the opposite

side.

MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition. .

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, as T have said earlier

I am not going to get dow: in the mud and roll with the hon.

gentleman.

MR. H. BARRETT: You have never been out of it.
MR. NEARY: But that has to be about the
lowest, filthiest, most rotten - and it could only come

from the lips of the hon. gentleman. If the Premier, Mr.
Speaker, has designated the hon. gentlemén as his hatchet
man, he could not have picked a better member on the
government side. But [ am rot going to get involved in
debate with the hon. gentleman at this particular point in
time. They are smarting enough now because the Premier ran
away from the Province with this information like a coward,
went off to Europe on the seal ban and left the people
of Corner Brook in the lurch.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, plcase!

The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition is entering into the realm of debate and I would
ask him to pose a direct question.
MR. NEARY: Mr.Speaker, it is hard not to
debate with the hon. gentleman,although I said I am not

going to be intimidated by the hon. ultimate in nastiness
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MR. 5. NEARY: in this House. Now, would the
hon. gentleman tcll us if he is prepared to forego Private

Memebers' Day in this House today and debate the Bowaters

situation?

MR. WM. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the President of the
Council. .

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, knowing full well

the harm that was caused to this situation by the hon.
gentleman's participation in it last Friday, I hardly think,
as urgent as this situation is,that anything that the hon.
gentleman could contribute to it could do anything other than
harm the people of Corner Brook and the West coast. I will
ask the hon. gentleman there opposite, when he talks about
debate,is he prepared to apologize to the people of the

Wosk coast and Corner Brook for what he has perpetrated by the
unwise way in which he dealt with it and the irresponsible

in which he dealt with it himself on Friday last?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPIAKER: The hon. the Leader of the

opposit ion.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, judging by the
number of phone calls and the messages that I have had from
Corner Brook from people, I would say tiat the people

of Corner Brook are very happy and proud that they had an
effective Opposition in this House, that the government was
not allowed to sit on the information until the House

of Assembly closed,bécause that is what they intended to do.
They were going to sit on Burin and sit on Bowaters until
the House closed . The minister knew the House was closing
on Friday of this week,and the Premier would be out of the

Province when the bad news would come, and they were hoping they

could sit on it, keep it from the people,and the hon. gentleman

6171



December 1, 1982 Tape No. 2931 MJ - 3

MR. WM . MARSHALL: could decide when the people

would be told the truth. Now, Mr. Speaker, that is a

very poor and shabby way to treat the people of this Province,

MR. T. HICKEY: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of Social

Services on a point of order.
MR. HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, i3 there

a oguestion there somcwhere?

MR. G, WARREN: You have cut off welfare. Sit down now!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! The Chair is

alsc wondering if there is a question.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, let it be noted

and let it stand on the public record that the hon. gentleman
is too ashamed of the government's actions and is not prepared

to have this matter debated in this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR, SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!

Order, please!
I would ask the hon. the Leader
of the Opposition to be more precise in his questions or

I will have to rule him out of order.

MR. T. LUSII: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Terra
Nova.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, T have a guestion

for the Minister of Iinance (Dr. J. Collins),
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MR. LUSH: the gent eman who is passively
watching over the economic demisie of the Province-

The question, Sir, relates to his economic statement some
weeks ago,when the minister announced the increases in
taxes,and it was suggested afte - that one of the reasons
to increase th: taxes was to minimize the number of layoffs
that might othcrwise result wit 1in the public service.
Indced, there was very little rcoference to layoffs.

There was somc mention of selective layoffs, and there

was a specific mention of twentv-seven park officials
being laid off. So related to 'hat, Mr. Speaker, I wonder
if the minister can indicate whether there have been any
layoffs since that statement, or whether there will be any
layoffs in this fiscal year, and if the minister has any
idea of what numbers we are talking about in the civil
service with respect to layoffs and what the categories

or classifications might be of these layoffs?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I presume the hon.
member wants to maximize the layoffs in the public service.
This government does not take that view, this government
takes the view that to achieve a certain objective it will
minimize the effect on the workers in the public service.
We will do what is necessary, but we will not cause
unnecessary harm or difficulty to the employees in the
public service, employees who are faithful workers, who

do the people of this Province proud by their efforts,

and we will not take the attitude that the hon. member
clearly projects of trying to do the greatest harm possible
to them.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of dealing
with the problems we ire facing passively, I think the hon.
member must have been asleep the other day when the
message was given. This was an active measure, it was not

a passive measure. The statement was a measure that looked
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DR. COLLINS: at a difficult problem facing us,
did something about it, and we fully expect it will
achieve a very positive result, far from being passive.

In terms of no mention of layoffs,
if the hon. member takes the trouble to read again the
statement he will note that in that statement therc is a
saving of something in the order of $4.3 million to be
achieved by certain selective layoffs in the public
service, and certain delays in employing, especially
temporary employees, who would normally come on at this
time of the year and in the ensuing months.

MR. LUSH: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon. member

for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, the ministcr certainly
did not get to the essence of my question. The question was
related to the intensity of the layoffs in terms of numbers, and
what categories, what classifications would be affected.
Are these people just temporary workers? Are these people
workers who have been working for the govermment for a long
time, ten , fifteen years? So can the minister be more
specific in terms of just what numbers ire involved in the
layoffs and what the classifications of these workers are?
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I think I have already
indicated that,by and large,the workers who will be laid off
will be in the temporary category in such areas as Transportation,
public Works and Services and so on. These departments, in
particular, have occasion to use temporary workers to a large
extent and thesc are primarily the workers who will not be
engaged for a number of months.

In addition ko that, however,it
has been necessary on a very selective basis to discontinue
the employment of some permanent workers. This has to go
through the usual process that is put in place, through
the collective bargaining arrangement essentially. And
it is difficult to give precise numbers, but the numbers of

the permanent employees will range somewhere around sixty

to eighty.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker,

the minister has indicated that there will be sixty to
eighty workers laid off. Well, Mr. Speakey, we hope that
to be an accurate figure. And leading on from that, Mr.
Séekker, a question to the Minister of Public Works (Mr.

Young): I wonder if the Minister of Public Works can indicate
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MR. LUSH: whether or not his department has
been affecteq by these liyoffs, whether there have been or
whether there will be any layoffs within the Public Service?
And if so, how many worke s have been laig 0ff to date>

MR. SPEAKER (Russell)i The hon. Minister of Public

Works and Services.

MR. YOUNG: Mr, Speaker, to date there have
been twenty-two pecple aflected, jp my department and these
are mainly labourers and some carpenters,

the hon. Minister of Minance (br, Collins) said, due to

the restraints, ang these are temporary people.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River.

—= °TBAKER

MR. HISCOCK: My question is to the Minister of
—= -2COCK:

Rural,Agricultural and Northern Development (Mr. Goudie), with

regard to a letter I wrote vour department on July 35 of thisg
Year asking that Your department would provide some help

in the Purchasing of foo ! ang fuel and give direct loans to smaller
general stores so the - can buy food ang fuel instead of (oing

to Avco Finance,becau:g the wholesales will not give them
that much credit, ig wouy government looking at the
pPossibility of helping thise smaller businesses to help carry
them over the Winter :tock, with ¥egard to food ang fuel?

The question I have tu ask the minister;
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MR. HISCOCK: Is there truth to the rumour that
down in the community of Fox Harbour - commonly called St.
Lewis, Labrador - one-quarter of the residents now are
without gasoline for the Winter and here the freeze-up
has not even tukeu place?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. Minister of Rural,

Agricultural and Northern Development.
MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, on the first part
of whether or not government will provide financial assistance
in loans and grants to these particular businesses referred
to, the only answer I can give is on behalf of my own
department in which we have a grants and loans programme,
neither of which i designed to assist the retail trade.
So that answers that particular question.

As to the state of gasoline
supplies and other fuel supplies in Fox Harbour or 1iny
other communities on the South Coast, I cannot answer that
question either. The only communities in Labrador in
which we have any direct involvement in terms of distribution
of fuel supplies are in some of the North Coast communities
and they are in fairly comfortable shape as I understand it.
But perhaps the gentleman might be better advised to

dircct his question to cither Mr. Ian Strachan or Mr. Mel

Woodward.
MR. HISCOCK: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPLAKER: Supplementary, the hon. member

for Eaqgle River.

MR. HISCOCK: With regard to the lettexr that I
wrc te you on July 15th saying that if we did not do something
then what would end up happening is that the government wculd
hav: to take over the stores in Eastern Labrador like they
hav. in Makkovik, Nain, Postville and Hopedale. I received

a letter from his Parliamentary Assistant October 14th -

thrce months later - saying that the Northern Development

6177



December 1, 1982 Tape No. 2934 SD - 2

MR. HISCOCK: Division in Goose Bay had been
making contact with stores in Eastern Labrador. So if it

is not the responsibility of the minister, why is the
Parliamentary Assistant looking into an area that is not

even his responsibility either? And the question I want

to ask is if he id the Minister for Northern, Agricultura

and Rural Development, what action is going to be taken now
that the ships are not going in and a quarter of the community
does not have any gasoline and fuel? Are we going to make some
arrangements with CN Marine to make sure that there is fuel

in there so they can 'jo hunting this Winter, so they can

go and get wood supplies and water, what action instead o
saying, 'Okay, turn i. over to the companies'?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. Minister of Rural,

Agricultural and Northern Development.

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, the letter that
the hon. gentleman feEers,to coming from the member for
Menihek (Mr. Walsh) in his capacity as Parliamentary Aséistant,
I think reflects the concern of this government in
relation to all peoples in Labrador. As a matter of fact,
the member for Menihek and a number of my staff have
visited not all but most of the communities along the Coast
of Labrador over the past several months to have a look

at the situation and apprise themselves and me of the
general situation on the Coast of Labrador. But as I
pointed out , I have no programmes available in my department
to assist retail operations in the Province be it through

a grant or a loan programme. And in relation to the fucl,
I have no responsibility,and as far as I know neither does
the provincial government, for the distribution of fuel or
other supplies on the South Coast of Labrador , but rather
two commercial operations ,one, the Woodward group of
companies and another called Labseaco have been plying

the waters all Summer,as I understand, in their cargo vessels

supplying fuels
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MR. GOUDIE: down there. What the status of it
i: now I do not know. But I would also suggest to the
hon. member for Eagle River (Mr. Hiscock), who has
responsibility for that district, should apprise himself
properly and accurately of this situation and take

action. That is his job, after all.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Rutisell) : The hon. member for Eagle River.
MR. HISCOCK: A further supplemcntary, Mr. Speaker,

to the minister again, Labseaco did make representation to
the Department of the Environment to have temporary tanks
installed because. Fishery Products no longer has their
operation there after December 1 with regard to fuel. They
made application for temporary permits so they could put

up the tanks and as a result the majority of the people
thought that fuel was coming in. But the Department of

the Environment did not do it. Did the Parliamentary
Assistant, or the Minister of Rural, Aaricultural and
Northern Development (Mr. Goudie) in ccnjunction with the
Department of Environment make a special exemption for Fox
Harbour?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development.

M. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, I cannot speak on behalf

o! my colleague, the Minister of the Eivironment (Mr. Andrews) .
I do not think he is in the House now :o I do not know what
his response will be. But I have alre: dy given my response
ir relation to my ministerial responsililities.

MI . HISCOCK: One further supplcmentary.
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MR. SPEAKER (Russellli A final supplementary, th:

hon. member for Eagle River.

MR. HISCOCK: I have asked the Minister

of Rural, Agricultural alnd Northern Development, with regord to this
matter several times in this ilouse, and every time I get up on a sti ky
question concerning Southern Labrador I have always been

told that his jurisdiction does hot come down into Southern

and Eastern Labrador, Cain the minister inform me, with reqard

to Southern and Eastern .abrador, to whom do T go? Do I go

to the Premier, do I go o the Minister of Justice? Why is

the minister and his officials coming down to Southern and
Eastern Labrador if they do not have any jurisdiction and

would it not be better i the money that they are using in travel
go to some other department?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Rural,

Agricultural and Norther: Devclopment.

MR, SIMMS: It is the same
question.
MR. NEARY: You are not Speaker

now, Len. You are nc k Spcaker anymore.

MR. GOUDIE: Mr. Speaker, if the hon.
leader of the Opposition would remain silent for a moment
So I can answer his colleague's question I would most
certainly appreciate it.

I am going back again to {he
original question asked by the hon. gentleman. I did not say
we did not have any 1esponsiblity down there,but rather no
responsibility in relation to retail trade or the distribution
of fuel. I would also point out to the hon. gentleman that in
his district this goiernment, in co-operation with development
associations in the area, helped implement one of the best and

most efficient Winter trarsportation systems there is in this
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MR. GOUDIE: Provincc as it relates to that kind
of a regional area.

So to indicate that there is no care
or feeling on the part of this govermnment for people in the
Eagle River district is obviously incorrect. But again, I
will reiterate, in the distribution of Fuel and other
like commodities, and in the retail trade, I have no
ministerial responsibility for that particular aspect of our
economy and I do not know if anyone elsc does other than
through the reqular loans programmes of which I have no
programme to assist. |

MR, SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Torngat

Mountains.

Ml:. WARREN: Mr. Speaker, my question is to

th Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development
(Mr. Goudie) also. Could the minister advise the hon.

House if his department has fuel delivered to government
stores operated by his department in Northern Labrador
without a public tender buing called?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Rural, Agricultural

and Northern Development.
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MR. GOUDIE: No, Mr, Speaker, not that

I am aware of. 1 understood that the fuel in some
communities on the North Coast of Labrador, the facili-
ties themselves have been turned over in Nain, for
instance, to one M21vin Woodward, and his group of
companics to supply and stock, and in the case of other
depots along the North Coast of Labrador where the
distribution of fucl has taken place, it has all gone

through the public tender and public proposal process.

MR. WARREN: Mr. Speaker.
—ne WARKANT
MR. SPEAKER (Russell)g The hon. the member for Torngat

Mountains.

MR, WARREgi Mr. Speaker, my supplementary

to the minister is could the minister further advise the
hon. House if therc was some fuel o0il delivered to the
depot in Makkovik .n mid-Summer by an individual oi]
company without public tender?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern Development.

MR, GOUDIE: As I have said, M&. Speaker,

not that I am awarc of, not to any degrce at all, but

T will undertake to check into the matter and see.

I can acéurately point out that in the case of Davis Injet,
for instance, where we are responsible for the distributl ion
of fuel, commodities were delivered there by one Melvir
Woodward's group of companies, of such an inferior quality

that the stuff had to be removed and replaced.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : llear, hear!

MR. HODDTR: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for
—- PIRARLRI

Port au rort.
MR. HODDE R: A questicn for the Minister of

Finance (Dr. Collins). Retailers throughout the Province
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1R. HODDER: have complained and are
complaining that the forms used for dctermining whether

)r not children's clothing and shoes are exempt from

.axes are not adequate. NAs a matter of rfact, to quote the retailers,
‘hey say that theyv are ridiculous! I would ask the minister
{f he intends to issue new forms and will he set up a

system which will not make use of cards or forms, one

without the usc of cards or forms?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of
Finance.
DR. COLLINS: Mr. Spcaker, I must say I find

the tone of the hon. member's question somewhat disturbing.
Tt seems clear thal the Opposition is very much against
this proposal that children under the age of fifteen,

who are nevertheless above certain siies, should not get
the benefit of tax-free clothing and “ootwear. I find
that attitude on the part of the Opposition rather regret-
table, They would like clearly to sec: the mechanism we

put. in place not work.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

QEL_COLLINS: I But I can assure the hon. member
that the mechanism we have put in place has been tried and
tested in other jurisdictions which a‘te faced with the

same problem, that we have been in consultation with them
ﬁs to the methods used and to get the.r assessment of the
method, and we have tried to use the hest aspects of the
methods they have used. We are pntting it in on a trial
basis. We expect that,as time gous along, we will get
suggestions for improvement, and if we do, we will certainly
implement them. But to cast somc doubt on the validity of
putting in such a programme, as the hon. member's question

certainly seems to do, T think is very regrettable indeed.
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MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Port au Port.
MR.HODDER: Mr. Speaker, we on this side

are not against the proposal but we are certainly against

the tax.
SOME HON.MEMBERS : llear, hear!
MR .HODDER: We are told by retailers across

the Province that the citizens, the taxpayers who have

been hit with this tax,are not informed as to what is taxed,
which has led to disputes at the cash 'register and Lline-ups
at the cash registers right across this Province. Will

the minister do somcthing to inform the people of this
Province of the full impact of the infamous Ministerial
Statement, sometime ludget,that he brought in a couple of
weeks ago?! Will he do something to clear up the confusion
not only in the minds bf retailers but in the minds of

the citizens of this Province?

MR.SPEAKER: The hon.Minister of Finance.
DR.COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I certainly

would likc to make yreat efforts to clear up the confusion
in certain people's minds and I would like to start with
the hon. member opposite. I would like to clarify the
confusion in his mind when he referred to he is against
this tax which is being placed upon the oversize but under
fifteen year age child. T would like to inform him that
there is not a tax on the clothing and footwear of
children who are age fifteen or less even though those
children in size exceed the laid-down sizes in regulations
already sent out. ‘''here is no tax on thosc. That is the
Iobject of this particular move thatif a child who i:
fourteen years or less and nevertheless exceeds fourteen X in
certain vnes of clothing that they will nevertheless be

able to jet their clothing and their footwcar free of ta:.
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DR. COILINS: And if therc is a confusion
otherwise in the hon. member's mind, if he wishes to
write me a note I will even put it in writing for him.

In regard to any other confusion that there might be in

the citizens'minds,I would like to point out that the
vendors, those who arc in the rotail trade and actually

sell certain goods, they receive updates on a regular

basis from the Department of Finance in regard to any
changes in the taxation system. We also have a phone system
whereby therc are individuals in the department available

to them at any time they wish to phone in and get
information on a urgent basis,and that both those nechanisms
are now being uscd, that is,the tax update mechanism and

the availability of telcphone communication.

MR.TIODDER: Mr. Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. member for Port au Port.
MR.HODDER: vou know, Mr.Speaker, the minister

cannot even listen to a question let alone answer one. But
the confusion in the minds of the people in the building
trades and in certain foodstuffls that arc sold in retail
outlels and bouqght in supcrmarkets is that pcople just do not
know what cight per cent qocs on and what twelve per cent
goes on,particularly with buitding materials. Mr .Speaker,
this came about bécause the minister gave no warning or was
ill prepared himself to lelt people know as soon as
the announcement was made. But, Mr,Specaker, the government
T understand ,has not prepared its tax cards. These are the
precalculated tax forms which it has been traditional for
this government to have always supplied to the retailers.
when will the government have these forms ready?
Mg;gggﬁgggé_ The hon. Minister of TFinance.

DR.COLLINS: Mr.Speaker, the hon.member referred

to building supplies -
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DR. COLLINS: On the day the announcement was
made I held a press conference and in that press conference
made available to all the media that attcnted it, and

there was the electronic media, there was the published
media and so on, the regulations as they applied to
building materials. Similar information was made available
to the major vendors of building supplies. I am not sure
where the hon. member is getting his facts, but I would
have to reiterate that we have written material going out
to vendors in regard to this, we have people manning
telephones, who are available to give information on a

one to one basis, and if the hon. member does have a
vendor who is in any way uncertain about the application of
the regulations, all he has to do is give him the number
of the Department of Finance and at least over an eight
hour period there are individuals there who can pass on

the information and Answer any precise questions they may

have.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the member for Port au

Port. This will be the final question of Question Period.
MR. HODDER: Yes. Mr. Speaker, my information
comes from a great deal - I would suggest to the minister
that perhaps he should take a trip around town or anywhere
in the Province, he should also read the papers and

perhaps listen to the Open Line shows. But I would ask the
minister, in light of the fact that the St. John's retailers
are upset with the government because of the new taxes

that have been implemented, and they have asked the
minister to meet with them - and perhaps the minister does
not know about that yet - would the minister tell me when
he will meet with the St. John's Board of Trade about the
matter I have raised, and would he tell me if he will

meet with them when that meeting will take place?

MR. SPPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of Finance.
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DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speake~, if the hon. member

wishes to come to my office,I will leave instructions with

my secretary that he can have a look at my appointment

book.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The time for Question Period has
expired.
ORDERS OF "'IE DAY
MR. NEARY: Mr. Sjeaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR. NEARY: T mov¢ tha! the regular Order

of Business of this House be su:pended for today to discuss
a matter of urgent public impor!ance, namely the partial
close down of the Bowaters mill in Corner Brook and the
resulting layoffs of some 700 direct employees and the

loss of another 1,300 indirect |jobs.

MR. MARSIALL: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. t e President of the Council.
EB;_MARSHALEE Mr. Speaker, nobody discounts the

urgency, as the government has ‘ndicated, of the matter that
the motion refers to, but in order to have a suspension of
the ordinary business of the llouse it has to comply with the
rules, and I refer Your Honour !0 Beanuchesne, the Fifth
Edition, page 92, paragraph 287 defiing urgency and it
says: '"Urgency" within this rule does not apply to the
matter itself, but means "urgency of debate", when the
ordinary opportunities provided by the rules of the House do
not permit the subject to be brought on early enough." I

submit the rules
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MR. MARSHALL: do permit it to be bought on
early enough. There ar:- plenty of opportunities. And

it goes on to say, Mr. Speaker, very significantly in
this context, 'public interest dcmands that discussions
take place immediately.' Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not
really feel in this Paiticular case that public inter-
est will lend anything to this particular situation,to
have a debate on it at this particular time,and I point
out that from the performance of the Opposition, the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) last Friday, his
statements which were very much against the public intcrest,
g0 to show why this government cannot consent to the
motion and says that it is not within the rules. In
actual fact, Mr. Sveaker, the hon. gentleman's utterances
to date in connection with this have derogated from the

situation and has lone nothing to help it.

SOME HON. MEMBFERS : Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER (RusseLlLi Order, please! Order, please!

MR. HODDER: Mr. Spcaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for Port )
au Port.

MR.. HODDER: Mr. Chairman, it is my submission

that under Rule 287 of Beauchesne, page 92, it is of

urgent importance. T would think that the people of

Corner Brook would certainly like to know what the
government's plans are as far as the Corner Brook mill is
concerned. The government has been withholding information
from the people of Corner Brook and from this House for

two full weeks, Mr. Spcaker -

MR. NEARY: Right.
MR. HODDQBi — and I believe that any

information that wc. miglht be able to drag out of the

government in a dehate, the People of Corner Brook would
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MR. UODDER: certoinly appreciate it,

Mr. Speaker.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Seaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. the President of the
Council.

MR. MARSHALL: lir. Speaker, this

is an important matter. I want !o emphasize that the
government does not consider any!' hing to be more urgent
in this Province today than the :ituation in Corner Brook

as wcell as the situation -

SOMIi HON. MEMBERS: Oh, ol:!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, plcase! Order, please!
MR. MARSHALL: - as vell as the situation in

Bowaters. So let there be no doubt about that. The
allegations by the hon. gentleman when he gets on about

the government sitting on it are totally without foundation.
We are acting in a responsible wiy, attempting, Mr. Speaker,
to et a postponcement of that decision, and we were
precluded from so doing in large part by the irresponsible,

unforgiveable and revolting actions of the Opposition last

Friday.

SOM]: HON. MEMBERS : licar, hear!

SOMI. IION. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! Order, please!
MR. NEARY: Mr, tipeaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The (hair will hegr one more

argument from the hon, the Leadcr of the Opposition.

MR. NEARY: The slime and the filth flowing
from the lips of the hon. jentleman. They are still
smarting under the fact that the Premier ran away from
this Province with informalion that he had about Bowaters.
He would not even confide n his Cabinet.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please! Order, please!l
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MR. SPEAKER (Russe1lli I suggest the hon. Leader of

the Opposition (Mr. Neary) gneak to the noint and the

motion that he made.

MR. NEARY- Mr. Speaker, it is an urgent matter,
it is Probably one of the few Occasions in thig House when

& matter has been brouht before the House and the Opposition
asked to have the rules suspended to debate g matter of

urgent public importance. What coulg be more urgent than the

MR. MARSHALL: All the informatjop has been brought
—= ZORSHUALL: :

before the House,

MR. NEARY: All the informatiop is not brought
—=- NOLARY

before the House. we hag to drag the information -

SOME HON., MEMBERS : Oh, oh !
—————=— LHBERS

MR. WARREN: What information?

—= WARREN

MR. NEARY- Mr. lipeaker, the trouble ig the
—« NRARY

édministration has been sitting on the information for two

weeks,

MR. WARREN: Shame! myo weeks,

MR, MARSHQ&&: Yet you only used

one~third of Question Period on it.

MR, NEARY : One-third of the Question Period,
SOME HoNn, MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKEB& Order, please!

MR. NEARY: Today.

MB;*M§B§§AEEL M??'Sgggﬁgf, We will not have

MR. NFARV.
— " MARV:

an OPPOrtuniti— the House is closiing on Friday-ve will not have
an OPpPOrtunity te debate thig mutter, we are onp money bills,

And the hop, gentleman wi]lj not even calj the Throne Speech.
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MR. NEARY: There is no opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to
debate this matter other than to have the regular order of
business supspended. And I call upon the hon. gentleman
again, I challengce him to have the courage, to show a little
courage in this matter and agree to have this matter debated
in the House this afternoon. If not, Mr. Speaker, T would
submit to Your Honour and to the House that it is a shameful
dereliction of duly on the part of this administration.

SOME HON. MEMBLRS : Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Russcll): Order, please.

I have been listening
to the arquments put forth by both sides of the House, 1
woﬁld have to say there is an opportunity on the Order Paper,
if the order is s¢ called, the Bddress In Reply, to debate
this matter. While the Chair recognizes that the matter is
ol some impertance,it does not feel that the urgency of

debate is there at this particular time.

SOIE HON. MEMBERS : Oh, no! Oh!

MR. SPLEAKER: [t being Privale Members' Day

we shall -

ﬂBL.&ﬂBgﬁﬁéﬁi Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.

I mean‘the hon. gentlemern there opposite cannot question the
ruling of the Chair. Ilear the gentlemen there opposite

when Your Honour is giving a ruling, making comments of the
nature which is guestioning Your llonour's ruling and I invite
them in the intercst of parliamentary democracy to withdraw
their remarks and apoligize to Your Honour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear:

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The Chair was not aware and was
not listening to any comments that were made from the other
side , 'so I did not hear any comments that were made.

It being Private Members' Day

we shall move on to Motion No. 14 , which was moved by the
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MR. SPEAKER (Russ«ll): hon. member for the Strait of

Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) :nd which was adjourned last day
by the hon. member for Bellevu: (Mr. Callan), and he has ten
minutes left to speak.

MR. CALLAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have used ten minﬁtes and I have
ten minutes remaining, Mr. Spcaker. Tn the first ten minutes,
last week,I referred to the fuct that there is ample room
in this Legislature when you compare it,as I said,with the
size of the Legislature in Nova Scotia. This Legislature is
quite large. There is lots of room here for television

cameras and radio and television microphones and so on.
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MR. W. CALLAN: So lhe space is not an argument
against bringing in the elecirogic media, cost is not

an argument against it, even though some members on the
government side tried to used that argument, because as the
member for the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. E. Roberts) who
introduced resolution 14 said 1in his introductory
remarks, in introducing the resolution, if the electronic
media wanted to cover the live sittings of the Legislature,
then they were welcome 10 do so but at their own expense.
So, the first ten minutcs last Wednesday, Mr. Speaker, I did
spend more or less refuting and rebutting the several phony
arguments that were used by the former Speaker, the Minister
now for Culture, Recreation and Youth (Mr. L. Simms).

Mr. Speaker, to end off in the
next ton minutes that I have today, I want to say, Mr.
Speake:, that we on this side are fully aware at this point
in time that obviously this resolution will not be passed,
Not only will it not be passed,but it will not be supported
by anybody onthe government side of the lHouse. 2And as I said
last week, the reason is obvious: It is the Premier who made
that decision and who tcld the government members in caucus,
'No, we are not bringing in the electronic media.'

Now, why would the -

MR. J. CARTER: Untrue.
MR. CALLAN: How do you know, you were in your

savory patch?

- why would the Premier not
want the electronic media brought into the chamber? Why?
The answer to that gestion, Mr. Speaker, is guite simple.

You see the Premier is the kind of a person who wants

to ¢all his own shots. Ile wants to select his own forum.
MR. CARTER: llow do you know?
MR. CALLAN: That is why over the past three
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MR. W. CALLAN: years, Mr. Speaker, we have

seen the Premier calling these weckly, bi-weekly, bi-monthly,
regular, very,very regular, press conferences where he lays
out what he wants to say. And of course, Mr. Speaker, we
have also seen the Premier, last year when he was invited

by the university to go over and takc part in a debate
with the then Leader of the Liberal partyl

refuse to go
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MR. CALLAN: to the university. Why? Because
again that was not his forum. Ilc wants to provid his own
forum. And here in the Legislature, since the Prcmier does
not know what questions will be asked during the Oral Question
Period and what will be coming up from time to time in other
debates, the Premier does not want to be caught off guard,

he wants to keep the clectronic media out of the Legislature.
You seec, Mr. Speaker, not only is the Piemier a master at
creating his own forum as far as it comcs to regular press
confercnces, the Premier is on record a: chastising the CBC -
'Unless you'-

MR. NEARY: Do it m/ way.

MR. CALLAN: -'do it my way, unless you present
the interview the way that I want you to present it then I

will not be interviewed at all'.

MR. ROBERTS: - I am go ng to sulk.
MR. CALLAN: 1 am go:ng to sulk and I will not
grant any more interviews to you. And just before the

Question Period cnded, Mr. Speaker, somcbody made mention of
the Open Line programmes and a jeer went up from the government
side, the same jeer that we have hcird on many occasions
in the past several wceks.

It seems rather strange to me, Mr.
Spc aker, that it is only in the lasl three or four weeks that
th¢ members on the government side :seem to be turned off with
thc Open Line programmes because it is the government members
and the Premier who are now on the ropes.

MR. TULK: Do they not like 'Bas' any more?

MR. CALLAN: Well, they say Open Linq programmes
meaning, of course, not both but one, the obvious one we know
about.- But, Mr. Speaker, whether the Premier and his colleagues
allow the electronic media in this Legislature or not is not
really all that important, beciuse the truth will out. People

are beginning to see through now, the transparency of the
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MR. CALLAN: : Premier, the Premier who has pulled
many colossal bluffs on them, The latest one, of course, was
the phony issue that the April 6th election was fought over
when the recal issue was lack of money, lack of a budget and
So on. But the people arc beginhing to see through the Premior.
They know how transparent he is. And in the next couple of

years, Mr. Speaker, whether we have
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MR. CALLAN: electronic media in this Legislature

or not, other opportunities will be provided. For example,
the Legislature closes on Friday, the 3rd., on Monday of
next week I will be out in one of the high schools in my
district because under the new high school programme, in the
Grade X class there is a subject called Democracy. And of
the seven high schonls in the district of Bellevue, of the
seven high schools there I already have invitations from four
of them to come . ad spend an hour »r whatever with these
Grade X students so that they can aisk questions, and so on,
about democracy.

And T am sure, Mr. Speaker, that other
menbers on both :sides of the House will be invited out to
the schools in their districts,wicre they can be interrogated
and of course,give information and be asked questions about
democracy. And in the last several days we have seen, and
even the students in Grade X, and the students at the university,
Mr. Speaker, are beginning to see now the lack of democracy
in this Province.

The Minister of Transportation (Mr. Dawe),
because he has favoured his own district and other Tory
districts so much,is too embarrassed to table his roads programme,
a list that has heen tabled for the past three years, but
that is not cut HEfe We cannot let the people see what we
are doing.

We are not surprised, Mr. Speiker, we
are not surprised that the electroiic media are not permitted
in the ILegislature. This government is slamming every door.

They pump out their own propaganda, their own leaflets,
through the Inlormation Service:, and, of
course, regular press conferences, rhey pump it out themselves
at taxpayers' expense, most of it, but the people are not
being fooled. So whether you brin in electronic media or

not will not matter. That is the .nswer, Mr. Chairman. It
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MR. CALLAN: will not matter. Because not only

do we have the Open Line 'rogrammes where people have an
opportunity to express thcir opinions and so on, and their
frustrations, but there are excellent writers in the daily
papers, in the weekly papers, and thi: other magazines,

One of the best writers, Mr. Speaker, one of the best writers
that we have in all of Newfoundland today is a gentleman who
was born and raised in the historic district of Bellevue,

where the Premier was born -

MR. TOBIN What?
MR. CALLAN: — an!l the last I'resident of the University

and others that I have me tioned.

MR. SIMMS: The nrember for Dellevue.
MR. CALLAN: But Lhis writer, Mr. Speaker, that I am

referring to, was born in the district of Bellevue, in
Arnold's Cove and raised Lhere, T am Lalking, of course, aboul
a man who is an excellent writer and has been given that

recognition, especially in recent months. And he has a
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MR. CALLAN: biting wit about him, a biting
wit in his humour. Just let me quotc what this gentleman
wrote. Mr. Speaker, this was not written over the last
couple of weeks, when every Newfoundlander has seen that
Tory times are hard times this was written over a year
ago. This article was written on September 5, 1981, it
was written over a year ago, long before the April 6th.
eloction. The man who wrote this item said, 'When the
goodies present or prophesied are on the go it is the
chief business of this government to take all the credit,
but when there are showers of nasties, this government
ruptures itself to place the blame elsewhere.' So true,
so true of this government, Mr. Speaker.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the last
thirty seconds that I have let me say that this gentleman,
this writer from the district of Bellevue will be writing
many other articles. And what he saw a year ago, and what
those of us on this side of the Housc saw a year ago, and
what the people in the district of Bellevue saw in the '81
by-election, and, of course, again this Spring in the
general election, what the people in Bellevue saw, and
defeated the Premier three times - the Premier has never
been defeated three times anywhere else in this Province;
threec times he has been defeated in his own birthplace, in
the district of Bellevue where he was born. Why? Because
the people in Bellevue know the Premier best. And once it
starts to filter out to the rest of the Province and they
see what kind of a man this man really is, then, of course,
the tide is gone.

MR. STAGG: Read this.
MR. CALLAN: I saw that article last week, someone
was waving it around. I have hundreds home, do you want me
to bring in some to you?
So, Mr. Speaker, in conclusion let

me say that I support this resolution introduced by the
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MR. CALLAN: member for the Strait of Belle
Isle(Mr. Roberts), knowing full well that it will never be
passed by the government on the other side.

By the way, the famous Newfoundlander
I was talking about, everybody can guess his name, I an sure,

he is Ray Guy who was born and raised in Arnold's Covc.

DR. MCNICHOLAS: M1 . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Aylward) : Tlie hon. the member for St. .John's
Centre.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Mi*. Speaker, last week I was

completely relaxed here in 1y seat, almost lulled to sleep
by the sweet melodious tone: of my hon. friend from Torngak
Mountains (Mr. Warren) and I suddenly bocame wide awake on
hearing St. John's Centre m ntioned among other distri :ts.
My hon. friend said that I do not take part in debuate, or
that I did not in this term, and I must admit he was right,
and I decided then thal one of my New ‘Years Resolui ions
would be that I am going to take part nuch mére in debate

in this coming term. Maybe
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DR.McNICIIOLAS: the hon. members on the other
side will not like it all that much. 'n fact,maybe my
friends on this side will not like it all that much
either, In fact, maybe the Premier will not like it because
I do not speak very much,but usually when I do I speak

my ‘mind and it might not necessarily be just what people

like.
SOME 1ION.MEMBERS : llear, hcar:
DR.McNICHOLAS : I am not going to apologize

for my speaking abilities. I suppcse most of my life has
been spent in perfecting, if that is the word, my surgical
and diagnostic skills, But I think | could have also done
a little bit more practice on the sjap oox. I have always
admired orators «nd I always spend conniderabie time
here, particularly when there are good speakers on the
oprosite side and on this side speaking ‘'fhere are good
spakers on both and I admire their ability, some to speak
for twenty minutes very cleverly and say nothing and some
to speak and say a lot. And T am . lso well aware that

there are many with what I would call bird brains who

speak absolute dribble for twenty minutes.

§()ME HON .MEMBERS : llear, hear!
DI. McNICHOLAS: I have come to realize since
T came to this hon. llouse that it i: really no handicap

whatever to ki w little about a subject or nothing about

a subject, you cun still get up and speak for twenty minutes.
I was amuscd at the comments of my hon. friend for

Torngat Mountains (Mr.Warren),that | should advocate

TV because the con;tituents in St._John's Centre could

see how | perform. Now,I do not think the constituents

of mine in St. John's Centre could r:are less how I perform

here. I think they are far more inti.rested in how I
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DR. McNICHOLAS: perform in Cabot Street and
in Central Street and in ipringdale Street and in Bonaventure
Avenue and in every other strecet and avenue in St. John's
Centre. 1 realize only too well that as a member of
this hon. House one is a wember for all off Newfoundland
and Labrador. and as a ba :kbencher that is largely theoreticai-

I think my main function as a member is to look after
my constituents in St. Joan's Centre. 1 Ehink I do it
to the best of my ability and I think anybody who does
not will pay the price for it next time around, as many
and some members in this hon. House havo done so already.

Now ny hon. fricnd for Bellevue

(Mr. Callan) mentioned thit we have so few arguments on
this side that we can onl, speak for five or ten minutos.
Now, T would suggest to hix that he should digest more

editions of Hansard, Rea: this
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DR. McNICHOLAS - There arc very few speeches in
—te JPCNLICHOLAS -

llansard of twenty minutes durati»n that you could not

really condensc and have a much bettor presentation at

five or three minute ;.

SOMLL HON. MEMB!RS: Hear, hear!
DR. McNICHOLAS : Now, . th ng that has struck

me for a long time i: that we tend to get into a cocoon
Or an ivory tower or whatever you lile here. We go out
to our constit ients and most of chem will tell us we are
qreat pcople, Lut I wonder do we really know what the
gencral public think of us as politicians.

Last nighi, I was reading the
latest cdition of the Medical Post. Now, this is a
Maclean Hunter newspaper for the Canacdian medical profession,
It comes out every week and this is the November 16th
edition, two weceks aqo, and I will table this paper
afterwards. There is an intcreskting account in the
editorial on the Ottawa by~line on a recent Gallup poll,
and if 1 may, I will read a few cxtracts. Tirst, of
course, I will have to read the [ittle one praising the
doctors. It reads as follows: "It probably came as
little or no surprise to most doctor:. when a recent
Gallup poll suggested the averaa Canadian trusts his
or her doctor above everyonc ol:. Asked to rate the
honesty and ethical standards ol a number of professions,
59 per cent of the respondents :.aid that their trust in
their doctor was high or very hi th." Now, this is the
August survey of more than 1,000 adults across the country
by Gallup International o! Toronto - done in Auqgust.
And in that survey there were police officers, cengineers,
university teachers, psychiatrists, lawyers, journalists,
business executives, building contractors, members of

Parliament, advertising executives and labour union leaders,
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DR. McNICHOLAS: and that is the order in which

they came in the SUrv 'y.

T think, Mr. Speaker, it is of
particular interest hiire th.t Mps were so far down the
list, trailing buildin contiactors and leading only the
ad men and union boss s. Mbs were rated high or very high
by only 14 per cent o! the sampling, while 46 per cent
thought them average .nd 39 per cent had them down as low
Or very low. It goes on to say, "Rodney Dangorfield
would feel right at hime on the hill. e is a portly
pop-eyed comedian who lon't get no respect. llarsh
words? Do not blame .y, blame John Evans, the Ottawa
Centre MP who sai:l recently that MPs arce losing the public's

respect.
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DR. MCNICHOLAS: p cople ncreisingly see MPs
as a bunch of clowns', Mr. Evans s:¢ id.

“Mind you his remarks were delivered
in the context of the first scssion of the current Parliament
which has been one of the most nasiiest, most brutish, and
just plain bitchy sessions 1 can rccall. Tempers on
the government side have been high becauseof the continuing
inability to do anything about the ‘“¢ouiswy. Tempers on the
nHpposition benches have been high because of the tremendous
{rustrations the Tories have cxperienced in the wake of
that brief taste of power!

And listen to thisy "It can make
for aocod T.V. but it does not make for good legislation?
I would like to rkable that paper.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hcar!

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Now, Mr. Spcaker, one of the

speakers on the other side mentioned last week that we -are
being coerced by the Prcmier, that we w:ire being dragged by
our lapels and told what we should do on this motion.

MR. TULK: That is not true for you 'Paddy’', but
it is true for most of them.

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Now, Mr. Speaker, I have been a

member for the past three years and I have never been coerced —
MR. TULK: I It might be true for the Minister
of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development (Mr. Goudie).
DR. MCNICHOLAS: —and I do not know of any member
who has been coerced. T say cxactly what I feel in céucus,
and I say exactly what 1 feel at auy time. And I have never
been coerced by anybody on this side.

MR. TULK: You arc too strong on your

fect that is why.

DR. MCNICHOLAS: We discuss lLhings like any other
party and we come to an agrecment and, [ suppose,really,if

there was a fundamental matter of principle and we could not

6203



December 1, 1982 Tape 2947 PK = 2

DR. MCNICHOLAS: get our celleagyues, or certainly

if 1 could not,I know exactly what I would de, I am quite
happy here. I have never been intimidated or coerced in
anyway.

MR. STAGG: And never will be.

MR. TULK: It is hard to believe. 1f we could only see the sane approach

by the Minister of Rural, Agricultural an Northern Development (Mr. Goudie).
DR. MCNICHOQOLAS: Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 suppose

T.V. is inevitable hcre, | am sure it is going to come.

I am goiny to vote aqainsl, because T honestly believe that
it is wrong, and I will give yoii the reason, It is not a
reason that anybody «lse has given, My honest reason for
voting against this ‘esolation is that we have a majority

of five and a half piople to on: on that side.

MR. NEARY: A lot of them ar: half size.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, »h!
DR.MCNICHOLAS : And it is just as simple as that,

it is forty-four to eight. And [ think it is absolutely wrong

that -
MR. NEARY: It is not the quantity it is tke quality.
DR. MCNICHOLAS: =I think it is abisolutely wrong

that the back-room boys in any T.V. station can cut and s:lice what
goes on here so that the (pposilkion,who are only cight will

get about equal time to what we with Forty-lour will get

nere.

AN HON. MEMBER: Right on!
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DR. P. MCNICHOLAS: Maybe in the next century, when
the Liberals or the NDI' begir to come up as the Opposition,
wi'l be a time to think about it again.
Mr. Speaker, before I sit down
I want to thank tho hon. the member for Torngat Mountains
(Mr. G. Warren) for stimulating me into getting up on my
fect today. You are geing to hear more from me in this
coning yecar. In the meantime, I want to take this opportunity
of wishing you all on this sile and the other side a very

happy Christmas and all the b:st in 1983.

SOMIE_ 1ION. MEMBLRS: Hoar, hear!

MR. E. UTISCOCK: M. Speaker.

MR. SPUEAKER (Russell): Tiec hon. the member for Eagle
River. )

MR. HTSCOCK: M. Speaker, T just want to

spetk briefly on this motion reqgarding having media coveraqge of
the House, allowing the electronic media to plug into
our live debates instead of having to go upstairs and be
interviewed and be interrupted in our speeches with notes
coming in across the floor. asking us if we could be interviewed.
So, Mr. Speaker, for no othcr reason than that then to
streamline the House of Assmebhly here.
Also, in regard to the other
part, the member for St. John's Centre (Dr. P. McNicholas)
ended up saying that he was not qgoing to speak because
he was off in a doze and it was only when he heard the
name St. John's Centre that it woke him up and spurred him
on to get into the debate. Maybe, Mr. Speaker, that is
onc of the main rcasons why we should have the T.V. in the
House to let the pcople in this Province realize how
many people there arc in kthe government snoozing off, particularly

the St. John's members. Becausc, Mr. Speaker, with regard
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MR. E. HISCOCK: to the live coverage of the

City Council in City llall -

MR. J. DINN: At least woe run in our own respects.
MR. HISCOCK: AL least T am a Canadian, not like

the member for St. John's Centio (Dr. IP. MeNicholas).

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. [ITSCOCK: 50 if you want to take plugs.

Mr. Speaker, with regard to the

T-Va =
MR. F. STAGG: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Aylward): A peint of order, the hon. the

member for Stephenville.

MR. STAGG: Mr. Speaker, T do not know ifF

I heard the hon. member ¢ rrectly, but did he indicate that
one of the members of the lHouse is nol a Canadian? Is that
what the hon. member said, indicated that the people of

Newfoundland have elocted a lorcigner bo the llouse of

Assembly?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: That is what he said.
MR. STAGG: Or is the hon. member saying that

because a person speitks w th an accent that is not an
indigenous acecent that he is a loreigrer? 1s that what
the hon. member is saying ' T would like for it to be

clarified, Mr. Speak¢r, b cause T thirk it is a 1ross

insult,
MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speakcr.
MR. SPEAKER: To that pcint of order, the

hen. the member for laqle River.

MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speakcr, it is not a point
of order. T think it is poin! of rccord of knowing thal
the hon. member for :t. b hn's Cenbre docs have a British
passport and does nol hawve o Caradian one, unless he has I ad

it of late.
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DI P MCNTCIHOLA! = Mr. Speaker, to thab point of order.

MR _SPEAKER (Aylward) : To that point of order, the hon.
th member for St. Johr's Centre.
DR. MCNICIHOLAS : Mr. Speaker, T do not have a

British passport. I never had a Rritish passport.
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DR. MCNICHOLAS: Al the presen! time I have a

Canadian passport.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: IIcar, hear!

MR. YOUNG: T¢ that point of order, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER(py;ygrglf T¢» that point of order, the hon.

the Minister of Public Work::.

MR. YOUNG: I think, Mr. Speaker, you should
rule on it.

MR. HISCOCK: There is no such rule.

MR. YOUNG: Yes, there is a ruling, Mr. Speaker,
because you are n>t allowed to become a member of the llouse

of Assembly unless you are a Canadian citizen.

MR. DINN: lle should withdraw.
MR. YOUNG: If the hon. gentleman is - shall

I use the word? - ignorant enough o not know the
difference, an educaled ignorant man, I think he should

withdraw the remark .

MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speaker, to the part I would -
MR. SPIZAKER: To the point of order?
MR. HISCOCK: - never try referring il other

than one of the m'nisters ended up saying, ‘being born in a
district’. And nany members in this llouse are not born -
MR. SPI:AKER: To the point of order? The hon.

the member for Eagle liver. Order, plcase!

MR. HISCOCK: Yes, Mr, Spcaker.

MR. SPEAKER: You are specaking to the point of
order?

MR. HISCOCK: Yes, I am speaking to the point of
order.

MR. SPEAKLR: The hon. the member for Eagle River.
MR. HISCOCK: Th>:re arc many people in this I[louse

who are not actually 1iving >r wer» born in their districts,
and the hon. the membcr for 3t. John's C:ntre (Dr. McNicholas)

is an cxample. With regard to his nationality, it was my
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MR. HISCOCK: under: Landing that he did not
have his Canadian citizenship. [ am quite proud to know
that he does have his Canidian citizenship, and I applaud
that. Therelore, M-. Spe.ker, |rom the point of view of
clarification 7T will withdraw the remark.
MR. SPPRAKER (Aylward): To that point of order, the hen.
the member for Eagle River (Mr. lliscock) has corrected the
statement that he made an'l T rule that the point of order
is taken carc of.

The hon. thie member for Eagle
River.
MR. IIISCOCK: Well, I dil say, Mr. Speaker, that
the member for St. John's Centro(Dr. McNicholas) was saying
thal. he was ¢njoying a roﬂtEul.ueriod and when he heard
St. John's Centre mentioned it prove:ed him inte speaking.
I was saying, also, that (here are a good many members in
St. John's, in particular, who have . restful pvribd -
S§t. Jdohn's North(Mr. Carter) and a fow other people.
Probably it has to do with the decor m of the llouse and the
level of debate. I would not argue with that. But I
would say, Mr. Speaker, that if the residents throughout
the Province saw som: of (he members, on both sides, how we
carry on, they wonld probably be a 1ittle bit «disgusted, as they
are with the national level eof covernment.

with 1aegard to that I would also
go as far as Lo say Lhat there re a lot of things that
the residents of St. John's Cenire are concerncd about,
particularly housing, low income housing, having to see all
the area destroyed next to City llall and not rebuilt,

continually
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MR. HISCOCK: sceing honses in that area

boarded up, becoming fire traps and rosidenls living on both
sides wondering what is doing to happen. Also with regard

to Moncton, llalifax and other lairger areas of the Atlantic
Provinces having large convention centres, (o we hear the
members from St. John's advocating that we have a large
convention centre of 5,000 or mire? ho we hear them advocate
that? And the answer is, Mr. Sseaker, they are so confortable

in their seats -

MR. TULK: Thar is right.
MR. HISCOCK: = realizing that they will

continue Lo qet re-clectod with the Conseral ive government that
they do not give the repiescntacion that is needed, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MCNICIOLAS: A print ol order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Aylward): A point ol order, the hon. member

for 8t. Jehn's Centre.

MR. TULK: All the hon. member for St. John's
North (Mr. Carter) does is grow and snifl suvory.

DR. MCNICIOLAS: Mr. Speaker, every time I jot up, except
the last timc, I have spoken aoout the downktown area in ny
district, and about houses being torn down and the concern

I have for that and the necessity to have more housing. Tk

is in Hansard. If the hon. member implies Ihat 1 did not

state thal he is absolutely incorrecl and | ask him to withdraw.

MR, HISCOUK: : ' that point o! order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEARIR: To the paint of order, the hon.

member for Ragle River.
MR. HISCOCK: Mr. SBpeakcer, 1 must say, speaking
about emotion, T an rather surprised at the rises T am qetting
out of the other sid.:.
Mr. Speaker, 1 did not in any way
make a slur on the member [or §t. John's Contre (Dr. McNicholasl,l
that he is not doing his job. vhat I am saying is that the

housing in the downtown core is in deplorable condition. The
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MR. IISCOCK: me:mber has : poken on it several
tires, It is unfortunate he is nol in tie Cabinet, has no

in! lucnce over the Minister of llousing, the member for Mount
Pe, r1 (Mr. Windsor). And in that r:wgar , Mr. Speaker, there
is no point of order but I would sa/ th.t he has the sincerity

of his constituency but he is not b:ing listened to by the

cabinel, and the housing situation is - and I think you will
agiee with me - n St. John's it is still deplorable.
MR. SPEAKER (Aylward) : To that point of order, I rule

thire is a difference of opinion be Lwecn two hon. members.
Ph Chair is also having difficulty in relating the housing
situalion in St. John's Centr: to Lhis particular motion.
g0 T would ask the hon. member for Ragle River (Mr. Hiscock)
if he would direct himeel!l to the motior at hand.

The hon. menber lor Hagle River.
MR. ‘T'OBIN: you have becn shot down twice.
MR. NLSCOCK: With regard to being shot down
| do not particularly wind being shot down or whatever. But

[ would
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MR. HISCOCK: say, Mr. Speaker, that when a membe r
gets up to speak and three or f[our other members jump up,
then obvicusly he mist be hitting a sensitive nerve.

I would also like to say, Mr. Speaker,
that if we had partial Tv in this louse, because if it is
going to be an expei se, sartial coverage, if we are going
to get into expense at t is time, I, for one, do not agree
with the motion, if wo are going to gel into major capital
ventures. But as wis po nted out, by building the new
Confederalion Building, : r the extension, we are going
to move tliis llouse cown | o the first. floor, and if that
is going 1o be done, Mr. Speaker, il could be done in Lhat
manner then.

We are not saying it has to be done
overnight. I would (o so far as to say that I beliove very
Strongly that we should put a freeze on this new extension
to the building, and there is nothing wrong with the present
Assembly here. But, Mr, fipeaker, with regard to the ™
coverage, and the exposure, we have residents in Stephenville,
in St. Mary's-1he Copes, in SU. Barbe, in other arcas,
Labrador und Foga, vho would like Lo know how their members
are carrying out their duties. What the qovernment is saying,
what the liouse of Asscmﬁly is, how it operates, what is
the Sergeant-at-prms, why does he sil there and carry the
Mace, what does the Mace symbolize, what is the role of
the Speaker, the Peputy Speaker, the Committee of Supply?
And they would like o know a Tittle bit more about that

whereas now, Mr. Spedker, they lo not - all they have is
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MR. HISCOCK: Here and Now, and 1 few of the other
reports that are done on the radio station. Because the
NTV station does not golt into all creas of this Province.
50, Mr. Speakcr, 1 for one,do support
the motion as long as it doe:s not cause any undue expense
and also as long as the media thewselves are willing to
partake of getting involved .nd ab:orbing the expense
themselves.
Bu! T would say, M1 . Speaker, if we
did have TV coverage today, and the Opposition ended up
asking that all business, even this motion be suspended
to debate the West Coast to find oul,
Mr. Speaker, that many, many peopl: in this
Province, particularly on the West Coas!,would be appalled,
and they would also be appalled at the lembers for the
West Coast who have not spoken out on this. And there
is not one member for the We:stk Coast in his seat
now other than the Parliamentary Seccretary to the Minister
of Rural, Agricultural and Norkhern Development. And I would
like to know why is the Parliamentary Assistant to the
Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development

not down in Carolina also.

'SOME IION. MEMBERS: Hear, hoar!
MR, TULK: He woule not t. ke him, boy. He would not
t:ake him.
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MR. HISCOCK: S0, Mr. Speaker, the motion
is not the most earth-shattering motion that has Dboen
brought in on this side, but it is a nol ion that we. havo
been brinqing up for the past several years with the
idea of making - the Premici is one, [or example, who
has said he takes the Cabinet and has Cabinct mectings
in Corner Rrook and Gouose Ray and in Cander and other
areas so he can bring government closer to the people.
How much, Mr. Specaker. do we have Lo pay for that, with
the Hansard and with the hotel rooms and the planc farecs
and the meals and the partying after? llow much do we
have to pay on thdt,‘Mr. Speaker? Why is it that we
cannot take that wmoney, Mr. ipeakeor, (nd adopt the pluqg-
in system? - just even up L this point, Mr. Spoaker;
have the radios to have it. Tf it is the PR that is the
major expense, then why do we not just go into the
electronic media by way of plug-ins? But no, Mr. Speaker.
We talk about getting closer to the peonle but all we
know is that when there are Cabinet meetings in
Corner Brook then basically there is a party of tgc (5
Association out there afterwards or a ball or a dinner
and, of course, il is supporfiing the troops, Mr. Speakoer.
I would go as far as to say
that this government - any government that doos not want
any exposure to the people has something to hide.
And with Forty-Ffour memboers, obviously the forty-four
members and the Premier and the Cabinot Ffeol they have
more and more to hide and will have more and more to
hide in the Ffuture. Why is it that we can call the
Fisheries TLoan Roard to find out how many fishermen are
in arrears and cannot qgob the answer?  llow is it that
when I phone the Department of Social Services and ask

what is the role of the Sb. John's Boys School that
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MR. HITSCOCK: I am told, 'You have to

contact the minister'? wWhy is it that when we contact
other provincial eivil servants, 'You have to go to the
minister'® 15 it, Mr. Speaker, that in our public service
now, knowing 'hat there arce twenly-=-cight laid off in

Public Works and other layoffs coming in other departments -
is it that ou public servants are now fearing their jobs
so much Lhat they will not give any day to day information
and instead you have to go through the minister and have
cverytlhiing screened by the minister? 1s that what we have,
Mr. Speaker? If thit is the way, Mr. Speaker, it is not

a democracy, 1t is ¢ dictatorship, it is a public service
that iIs operating in fear. And | would say, more than
ever before in our history, we have o public scrviece now

in this Provirce that is operating in fear -

MR. NEARY : Right ont
MR. HISCOCK: = operating from the point of

view that they arce afraid teo answer their teclephones when
an Opposition member ealls, saying, 'T am sorry, you will
have to contact the minister on that.' And, of course,
we know what the minister's answer inx, 'PPut it on the
Order Paper.' We puli it on the Order Paver and there

are 200 questions thore that we do nok have answered.

$0, Mr. Speakcer, not only are
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MR. E. HISCOCK: the public scrvants of this
province living in f¢ar but the Cabindt ministers,themsolves,
are also living in fcar ol it. So, with reqgard to it

I do think, Mr. Speaker, e have o for the hope of democracy
if we believe in democracy - an{ this was the government
hhid1hassupposod to have broughi: democracy -~ if thisg ig the
government who says it and belicves i1, as Lhey are going
around the Province having their Cabinot meetings, the money
could be well saved. Also, there are othor ways of saving,

by Mount Scio housc and othoer things., |1 the Premier really
wants to get close to the people he will nol have to put

a wire fence up arourd himself .nd live in his twenty-seoven
room house on Mount ficio road. That it not qoing to bring

him closer to people. And if the Premeir is sincere and
Compassionate,thcn by seeing him on television on o nress
release is not going to make him any less a premicr then by having
the people sce him in the fouse when he get:; up and answers
the guestions. Ie might lose his cool here a Tittle bit

and maybe that iswhal he dnes not want the people of the
Province to roal iz¢, Lhal he does loge g cool and wo do
~have a tendency to ot his goat .

So, the motion, Mr. Speakeor,

I support the motion particularly with regard to the radio
and the T.v. part of the e¢lectronic media. T believe very
strongly in orening it up to our rural arcas of this Province
80 our people can have the option. The Ministoer ofr Recreation,
Culture and Youth (Mi. L. Simms) said too many people would
be grandstanding. Well, T would say, Mr. Spcaker, that ir
the camera has any alility, it has thce ability to dotect
falseness. It hasg the ability to detceet hypocrisy, wmr.
Speaker. So if there are any members in thig House who et up and
grandstand, 1hopn the Tocal poople are the first oneg by way

of the media coveraqge to sce this. So T do not accept that
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MR. k. IT1SCOCK: arqument . And if it also means
that they are trving to aet anything, 1 would go so far

as to say, Mr. Speaker, it would raise the level of debate

a likkle bit more. Tt would mean that when one person

is speaking, Mr. Speaker, he would not be interrvupted
by several,or there would nolt be privakte conversations

qoing on in corners while one of the hon. members c¢lected

by a constituency ol this Province has the opportunity

to speak. [ would again point out that 1 am sure - moreso
than anything that the Opposition has to admit - that it

is unfortunate that we ire debating a motion on having

live eleetronic coverage of this llonse when the Province
around us is crumbling. We lhiwve romeurs ol Corner Brook
and woe have rumours of burin and there will nrobablv be nwre
runours of wWabush beforc the Winter is owut and we have

the construction trade and we have he Grade XI1. The

Gr. de XI1, Mr. Speaker, if we only vew the truth and if only
the . V. cameras were here. | we only knew the truth of
what will happen next year with Grade X11.  UThe
Minister of Social Services (Mr. 'T. lickey), Mi. speaker,
ended up saying on national radio last night, that he does
not support the new Juvenile Act because it will take

$10 million to build new institutions for the youth of this
Irovineo ingtoudtzr putting them in prisons with adults,

wilh murderers and other people,and he
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MR. HISCOCK: cannot support that because they
do net have $10 million. And the Minister of Social Services
(Mr. IHlickey) said thit last night on national radio. They

do not have $10 million. Well if they do not have $10 million
for that,how do we have the $10 million to build the extra
classrooms, the home economic rooms, Lhe science rooms? And
the answer is, Mr. Speaker, we do not have it, and Lhis
government has gone cn with Grade XII1. Apd we will Find oul
now, Mr. Speaker, they will go on, they will not admit Ehat
they are wrong and who ate qoing (o e the onos Lo syl lur,
somebody In Lewisportic, somebody in Goand Bank, some youlkh
in the Bay of Islands, some person down in St. Barbe, St.
Mary's - The Capes? So 1 would hope | hat Cabinck will really
look ét this idea of Grad: XTI1 and nol have too much damasie
done. And if we had this, Mr. Speaker, the TV in the louse
we would have more people debile over Grade XIT.

Because in Lewisporte you might only need twe claSsrooms

but next to that, fur!her in anoiher districl, tnglee, you

might only neced one or in S$t. Anthony you may need two and
then in Cow llcad you may nced two and Pouch Cove you may

nead one. Ali of those arcas,and in o local area it doc:

not affect thom that wmuch, Lut once they know the ramifications
and putting them all toegether it is talking about $100
million thuat is needed to be spent on Grade XTI next yeil

to bring it up to stundard and bring up the elassrooms.

And, Mr. Speaker, when th: Minister ol Soeial Services says
they do not have $10 million, then what is going to happen
with Grade XIT?

S0 In concluding T support the
motien. I reqgret that we are debating L at kthis Lime of
such economie severity in our Province. | would have much
preferred being up doabati g low we can moke sure | hal
Corner Brook is not a onc company Lown, Lhal wo look at ways

of finding how we can - pairticularly the Minister of Fducation

6220



December 1, 1982 Tape No. 2944 SD = 2

MR. HISCOCK: (Ms. Veirge), Mr. Speaker, I believe
has lalt down her district very, very much. As Minister of
Lducation she has the ability to cncoulage Memorial University
to set up a full-time degree granting institute out there.

She has the ability to encourage the College of Trades and
fochnology to have more courses out there. She has the

ability Lo c¢ncouraqge the isheries Colloge, whether it is

going to be built in St. John's, she has the ability to

have some of it located on the Weslt Coast. But do we hear
that, Mr. Specaker? No, And with regard to the of fshore,

when 16 comes
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MR. HISCOCK: St. John's lousing will cout
so much for rentals that the average student will not be able

to afford it nor the people on low incomes.

AN HON. MEMBER: Curfow!
MR. HISCOCK: And instead of looking at the

long-term and Erying to pul some of thc_cducation facilitics,
the School of Fine A ts cte. over on the West Coast and doing
it now, it would , Mr. Speaker, end up a wiy of lessening
the impact.

50, Mr. Speaker, 1 regret that
it is not on T.V. to be able . debate, and the Ministor of
Culture, Recreation .nd Youth (Mrr. Simms) may chuckle, bul
before the year is out Abitibi Price in Grand Iralls wmight
close down, and the m nistor is Fighting lfor o junior college
in that arca, and he is also fighting For olthor things,
And I am surc that the Minister ol Cultu ¢, Recreation and
Youth would agree wilh me, Mr. Speaker, hat one company
towns are dangerous. And | am:wre the Minister of
Culture, Kecreallion and Youth i Fighting Yor iL. ‘The
motion is, Mr. Spedakcr, that we should have live ¢lectron:c
media in this Hlouse so thal il could cover motions like this
and speeches like Lhis.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas) : Order, pleasc!

The hon. member's time has clapsed.
MR. HISCOCK: S0, Mr. Speaker, T
would like Lo have the courtesy of having il passed to
me so that I could wind up instead of being cnt ol in midstream.
I am rather surprised that [ dic not get that courlesy,
to know that 1 had one minutce.
S0 in eoncluding, Mr. Speaker,
I do support the motion, but T regret that we are debating
this, debating the olectronice media instead

of debating the cconomic situalion in Corner Brook.

o)
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SOMIE TTON. MEMBERS : car, hear!

MR. SPEAKIR (McNicholas) : The hon. member for
L. John's North.

HOMIL HON., MIMBIIRS « Hcar, hear!

MR. CARTER: Mt . Spcaker, the applause from

our side might be a bit premoture because 1 would like to

state at the outscl that T support this motion. I think

it 1s a very good motion. There arc a lot of problems
assoclated with it verhaps, but 1 think the arquments advanced
by the member tor Lhe Strait ol Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) are
very compelling. 1 am makine o couplec ol assumptions

here, of course, and that is that the report in Lansard 1is correct.
Unfortunately, | was not here last week, | was unavoidably absent
and so | have had to rely on lansard for the afternoon's
proceedings and | have recad it fairly carefully. I think

Lthere are a couple of Lypographical errors because I noticed
in one place the member for the Strait of Belle Isle says,

'[  is decrepit' - but 1 do not think that can be correct,

But [ think his aiquments arc certainly correct and they
certainly appeal Lo me. But | have to say with some regret
ithat the Minister ol Mines (Mr. Marshall), Youth and Culture
(Mr. Simms), whatcver it is -

SOME HON. MEMBERS : oh, oh!

MR. CARTER: - his arqgument: are not as compelling

and 1 have spoken to him privately and | think he is coming

around to my way of thinkinc.

MR. TULK: It is good to know (inaudible)

MR. CARTER: Well the problem is, I think it is
the members; who have been here for the lecast amount of time who
are somewhat thin-skinned, | think aftet you have been here

tor a while yau are thick-skinned enouygl to be able to reverse

any previous stances.
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MR. CARTER: | was against TV in khe liouse
certainly because I did not like the idea of these
very powerful lights and Lhe bulky cameras, and all
the cords trailing .iround, and all the paraphernalia,
and certainly if thut were the case today 1 would object.
That is one of my objections.

But if what th: meuber for the
Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. Reberls) says Is correct, that
you can use ordinary light, or only very slightly enhanced, andg
an inconspicuous camera mounled at some distance away,
then I do not sece any real objection, especially if there

is no cost involved.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: llear, hear!
MR. CARTER: " So I do support this resolution.

I must say I have often disagreed with the member for the
Strait of Belle Isle in the past and T enjoy having the

odd flick at him, but,you know, there is nothing personal.
When I say that such-and-such a remark is the lowest remark
that has been made in Lhe Lwenticth centur 7, what 1 am

saying is that T mildly disagree with Lhe hon. gentleman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ilear, hear!
MR. CARTER: S0 one must not get carried away.

S0 on balance 1 believe it Lo be a
Strong and sensible resolution. One quarrel 1 have with
it is that I think it is overdue. 1 think this rcsolution
should have heen on the Order Paper two or three years aqo,
but T understand, at that time the technology had not advanced
to the stage where television could be inconspicuous or, you know,
would not be bothersome.

T do have a couple of minor procedural
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MR. CARTER: doubts but they are of no consequence.

I do not think, for instancc, there is any nced for a committee.
T think if we were really serious about this we could settle
it by debate right herc in the llouse. 'The committee might

be usclul, T will not object to it, but I really do not

sec the necd for it. And. also,of course,we must not take

too much for granted. We do take our llouse procedure for
granted. 1t is simple cnough to us although not all of us
have masterced the rules. But it does seem fairly straight-—
forward, bul T would sugygcest to hon. members that the House
procedurc lo an oulsider is a qreat and deep mystery, and

in keeping with the television, you know, i f yoﬁ are going

to have television you are going to have Lo have an announcer,
sort of a voice over, who, for instance,will -

MR. MARSHALL: Or a commecntator.

MR. CARTLR: Well, nol only a commentator, but he

could introduce, say, the member for the Strait of Belle Isle
(Mr. Roberts), and give a little bit of his buackqground, that
his middle name is Moxon, Edward Moxon Roberts.

SOML: lION. MEMBIRS: llcar, hecar!

MR. CARTER: Moxon was the name of his grandmother,
she lives in Truro. Just a little bit like that, that he
lives in St. John's. lie has no inlereslt whatsoever in the
Strait of Belle Isle. His clection is really an insult to
thom, because he is saying that, you know, the people up in
the Strait of Belle Isle are not it to send a member.

You know, that is rcally what it says. And when the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) gets up — by the

way, this is not the Mifflin Report that I was reading,
this is Nansard - but the announcer could say, "This is the
pcerson  who spent all that money on Bell Island, turned
all the building supplies into rum. A bit of a magician

there."
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MR.CARTER: And , ol course, yvou would
have to have some visual clfoct:s, a backdrop for instanco.

I think a large picturc ol Joe smaliwood should be there.

SOME HON.MEMBERS : llear, hear!
MR.CARTER: I"lanked on cither side by
equally largce photographs ol Shakeen and boyle. | think

we need a few slogans as well. You know, rescttloement,
about the party of resettlement. Give it all away is another
useful slogan and burn your boats, and who owns Lhoe. Tiquon
stores? and flilter was a Jreal man., Posuppose you could
have a large photograph of Hilter. And since the swastika
was such a suitablce inst rument [or their party, I think
the hLiberal party should adopt thal ag well, armbands with
swastikas and swastikas in cach ol thosc squares over Lhoero.
At the same time T think il jg mporkant Lo identirly
what Liberals and Liberalism is. I think Chis announcoer
that I figure would be part and parcel ol Lhe TV programme
would point out what TLibe:al means. Now | have jokbod
down a few mcanings of "L word Liberal or Liberalism
and T would likoto 1o 7 the members dgrec with me. (a)
Liberal, a tecrm of .busc. 'hat sounds reasonablo. (b)
Liberal, the rag-Laqg remnant of a party ol Joey loving
toadies. (c¢) Liberal, a thoroughly dis: dited political
philosophy (d) A cult of devil worshipors. Now there jg
slang, a slimy, nightcrawling lizard or Load. Also
~lang, a disgusting loathsome discasc. Well the announcer
could point out thal this is what Liberal ism means Tor
the edification of Lhe public. Now at the same Cime
no TV production would be complete wilhoul sound oflocls
and I thinklfor instancolwhen the member lor the Strait
of Belle Islce (Mr. Roborl ) gets up we could have Lhe
Dead March in Saul. when qomeonce else goets up we could
have Tip Toe Throuqgh the Tl ips.

SOME HON .MEMBERS : Near, hoear!

)
~o
(Vo]
(@ p]



becember 11,1982 Tapie Ne. 29457 ah-2

M CARTER: Al when Lhe leader ol the
Opposition (MroNcary) gets up we could have thunder and
FighLing. dul perhaps we should not,becoause people might
e alraid that he might die ol the clap.

R fiear , hear!
MILCARTER: And when the member for Fego
(Mr. Tulk) gets up we conld say 'And now we will hear
From Lhe Inerodible Pulk.?
SOMIE THON . MEMBFRS : Hear, hear:
MR.CARTER: Another minor problem Ehat I
hive with this resolution  is that it would allow people
Lo slander Lhe public wholesale. Now this is only a
minor complaint, because 1 realize that members of the
Opposilion are always slandering the public. pBut unfortunately
it is o rule of this llouse that i you do have a point
ol or or,even &1 il is not a valid point ol order you
are allowed Lo qgel up and state il cven il ik is a
mosl oubrageous poinb. And you ean et up and slander who

yoi like and all you have to do is withdraw it. And
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MR. CARTER: T think that while we can safely
do this in the llouse, and while these remarks arce strained
by the press, if they were put out live on 'T.V. perhaps the
public would be slandered wholesale and this could be
objecticnable. Tt is only a minor point, 1 realize, becausce
the Opposition slander people so often.

Anothetr point I make is that this
House has cxtraordinary powcrs, and | do not belicve we
realize the powers we have; we have the powers to say what
we like in the heat of debate, we have the powers to
discipline our own members, and, in fact, 1 think this
House can put a momber in jail. | believe we have thal
power. I know thal. we¢ could have, for instance, the power
to issue a horse whipping to, perhaps, the Leader of Lhe
Opposition(Mr. Neary) cvery Iriday.

Now, we would not be undemocratbic
about that, we would always take a vole on it first. ‘he
Sergeant-al.-Armg could administer the lLiorse whipping.

I think [ would ayroe with Dr.
Johnson whon he mentioned when he spoke about public
hangings, Lhat the rich would be supported and the public
gratified. So with these minor rescrvalbions I would
certainly vote for the resolution, if these things could be
incorporated into it, and I am sure thoy could be.

MR. TULK: No problem.

MR. SPEAKER(McNicholas): The hon. the member For Terra Nova.
MR. LUSII: Mr. Spcaker, [ have been sitling
and listening to this debale for the past two sessions and
find it absolutely amazing and incredible that members on
the opposite side can Find it in their hecarts and in their
souls to votc against this motion, a moltion, Mr. Spcaker,

a resolution which will qgive our geople access to whal Lakes
place in this hon. llouse, which will give them full access,
Mr. Speaker, to lcarn and to be able (o be informed of what

takes place in the highest court of the land. And yet, of
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Mit. LUSH: course, members on the opposite
side want lo restrict this kind of information, they want
Lo keep this inlormation away from our people.

I have boen listening, Mr.
Speaker, Lo Lhe reasons given by hon. nembers as to why
they are not supporkting this resolution. And really, as
i have listened, | cannot Find one substantive reason,
not one substantive reason. They found a couple of
oxcuses, Mr. Speaker, but that jis all it amounts to,
oxcuses, bub no substantive or substantial reasons as to
why we should nol give the miedia access, full and
complel e aceess Lo procecding in this llouse.

Now, lel us look at some of the

roasons advanced by hon. members, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. LUSH: One ol Uhe reasons iven woas Lhe
fagcl Lhat Lrue ratings in arcas where people have aeeess Lo

the parliamentary procoess, Lhe pavliamentary procedure, was Lha
they lound oub the ratings wore low, Lo pul L in Lhe eleel tonie
terminology, that the rabings were low.  Now corlainly, Mre.
Speaker, Lhat is no reason why we should nol give poople

aceess because, one, woe fownd ounl Lhat They are pol inbevested
and when they sco whil happens = 1 think B0 was Lhe House ol
Commong in particular they were Lalking aboul = when peaple seo
the kind of activity that qooes on Lhal hey become disinterested
that they almost lTose some respoel Lor whal Lakes place.

Mow, Mr. Speaker, BDowe use Lhat
as a reason, Lhe lacl Lhutfuﬁnl;uwndu are exposod Lo owhal
takes place in Parliament bhal they somehow lose some respocl
il that were a reason for nob allowing Lhe olectronic
media into the louse cerktalnly we would ¢loge Lhe House down,
because certainly I think we Uind Lhe same hing when poople
come inko the galleries and observe whal is going on. 1
venLture Lo say Lhat i1 we condactod o pall wilh people pirio
and after coming into Lhe House ol Asscubly 1 would expect
we would find 8 marked dillerence in Lheir atbiludes Lowards
what takes place. I think bl reason lor it is Lthal people
have a preconceived idea, people have preconceived noLions
of what Parliament is all aboul. And once Lhey ard oxposod
to it,somehow it does not come up Lo Lhese requirements, il
does not meet their expeclalions. So antomabically Lhere
is a reduction or a Inss ol respeck.  Bul, Mr. Speaker,
certainly that is no rcason Lo throw it oul,because this is
what happens. 1 think whal wo should bthen do =1 think all
hon. members then have the responsibiliby, all hon. menbors
then, Mr. Speaker, have the obligation to Lry amd change
this image, to try and change Lhis public perception.  And
I believe that if the electronic media were allowed Lo carry
the proceedings that we would @ o marked improvement in

the decorum in this hon. llouse.
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MR. TULK: Sure you would, yes.

MR. LUSH: Now, Mr. Speaker, people talk about —
and along with this the idea that I menticned of people

losing interest or losing some respect for Parliament once
they have scen the developments on television that they lose
interest, also, uf course, associated with this idea,

Mr. Speaker, is the fact, somehow, that thc House loses its
decorum. And I would say it is just the reverse, that the
decorum of the House would improve. Hon. members have
advanced the notion that there would be 1 lot of grandstanding.
Now, Mr. Speaker, there is . lot of grandstanding that goes

on all the time,and I certainly would prefer the grandstanding
to a lot of the other nonsense that I have observed in this
House, the sniping back and forth and the whispering, Mr.
Speaker, and the sallying back and forth which somctimes

cause tempers to flare and some very nasty and uncouth remarks

being made.
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MR, LUSH: And I believe that if these
proceedings were televised that we would rid ourselves

of that kind of nonsense, that kind of sniping back and
forth, that kind of uncouth and unrefined language.

I believe that would eave, Mr. Speaker. Are hon. members
afraid to get rid of 'hat kind ol debate? Are they afraid
to rid themselve:r of . hat lack of decorum? It seems to

me that they are 1i1fra d that the decorum is going to
improve. Mr. Spciker there are people who specialize

in this sniping back .nd forth. They are what I call
'one-phrase peopl:'~ Iheir vocabulary is so limited, their
vocabulary is so resti icted,they know so little of the
English language, Mr. Speaker, they lack such fluency,
they lack such knowledge in their own language that they
are one-phrase pcople. that they arc one-word people and
they can just snipe b.ack and forth; they could not give

a speech. So, Mr. Spcaker, they are afraid for the
electronic media to come here because then the people of
Newfoundland would se¢ them for what they are.

Now I realize, Mr. Speaker -
and I am not going to get down to the level of naming
individuals, I think it is a recognized fact that some
people can make better spceches than other people, that
some people have more control of their language and
therefore they can make better speeches but, Mr. Speaker,
that is again no reason not to bring the television
cameras or the elcctronic media into the House of Assembly,
because certain jcople are not versatile in that particular
media. That is no reascn. Every member of this llouse
has a function; every member is specialized in certain
skills, and regardless of what media is here, that membcr
is going to surface to the top and the pcople who elected

him are going to recognizec him for what it is, be it a
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MR. LUSII: public speaker, be it a hard-
working person in his district, that is going to be
recognized.

In this hon. House we have
fifty-two members, some of whom have been here for
fifteen or sixteen yecars, many of whom have been re-
clected two :nd throe times and, obviously, Mr. Speaker,
they have certain skills, they have certain abilities
and the electronic media will cortainly enhance that
for them. But every member her¢ has certain skills,
certain abilities, and the elect ronic media is not going
to do anything to diminish that. It is not going te do
anything to discredit any particular MIA, any particular
politician. The only person who is aoing te do that is
the politician himself, that is the pcrson who is going
to discredit himself. 8o, Mr., Speaker, there is certainly
no evidence at all, there is no :ubstance to these
arguments that the electronic media will somehow cause
the public perception of the llouse of Assembly or
Parliament te deteriorate,and thire is no evidence,

Mr. Speaker, that it will lower 'he decorum of the
llouse, 1 would say it is just th: opposite.

Some other member mentioned

that maybe the electronic media was not compalible with
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MR. LUSH: the nature of the Housc of Assembly.

Now, Mr. Speakcr, I would suggest,
if that is so then we should change the House of Assembly.
We should change the House of Assembly. Mr. Speaker, we
should change it. And these hon. gentlemen opposite like
to refer to themselves as the great reformers. They brought
in a lot of rules to change parliament and Lo make it
more functional, to make it more in tune, to make it more
in harmony with the twen .ieth century. And I would suggest,
Mr. Speaker, that i/ we lo not make it in tune and in
harmony with technclogi al advance:, then we have been very
remiss in our duties. 7Then we are doing the people of this
Province, and the pcople of Canada a great disfavour.

So, Mr. Speaker, if there is some
incompatibility, if there are some things out of tune with
this hon. House, with its tradition, with its custom, if
there are things that are out of tun: with the technological
developments of today, then certainly we should do something
about it. It is not a reason to sit back and say, "No, no,
we cannot take part in this technological advance and
technological progress, we are going to sii back and
keep things the way they were ten, twenty-five, thirty
years ago, we are not going to march forward. We are not
going to progress with technology.” What stupidity,

Mr. Speaker. What stupidity.

AN HON. MEMBER: Now, that is not right.
MR. LUSH: It is time, Mr. Speaker, it is time that
we woke up. It is time rhat we adapted ourselves. It is

time that we adapted ourselves to technological advance,
to technological developments, and of the rules of the House,

and of the custom ol thc House. 2And if the regulations of this
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MR. LilISH: House do not |it into that kind of
development, thern we ought to do something about it.

Now, Mr. Speaker, certainly there will
be certain requlations; and certain rules necessary which I
think the hon. member for Grand Falls mentioned when he was
talking about what happened in oths r parliaments throughout
Canada, that there wer: regulation: and rules brought in
and ceréain controls, That is not lo say that we would not
have the same, and we would hope that this committee would
lock into all of these things.

So, Mr. Speakcr, the resolution really
asks for two things. One, it asks ko give the electronic
media complete and full access to |rocecdings in this
House. And secondly, that a commil bee he set up to look
into :he attendant problems.

Now, Mr. Speakocr, what can be wrong

with that? Hon. members have again raised the idea of cost.

o
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MR. T. LUSH: It is going to cost a lot of
money for the government to allow the electronic media

full access to this hon. llouse so that we can give our
people, so we can afford them the right, Mr. Speaker,the
right of information. They say it is going to be too

costly. Now that is a rare thing for his government to

be concerned about, this cost. They had no objections to doing
renovations to these chanbers at some great cost to the
people of this Province. I do not know the figure exactly,
but there were some largc expenditures done in these chambers
in the last few months. ‘The changes I am not able to
appreciate, Mr. Speaker, I recognize nothing substantially
different. As a matter ol fact - I am not referring to

the green carpet, quite ohviously I have seen that, but I

am referriny to the P.A. :ystem, Mr. Speaker, Indeed it
may have brought aboul: éome improvements for the Hansard
people but certainly not lor the House itself. As a matter of fact
I find it a little less c¢lfective than it was previously.

So, I do not know whal. all the money was spent for, but the
point of the matter is that this government is not worried
about cost. I am surc when they did it they should have

gone the full gamut @nd spent whatever was necessary to

make the provision for the electronic media to be able to
cover the proceedings of this House. Mr. Speaker, they

spent a pile of monev on renovating a room on the =leventh floor as a
press room. Again, T do not know the sum of moncey involved,

but I understand that it was a large sum. I was in there

the other day for the first time and I like the room, I think
it is a nice room but again it proves, Mr. Speaker, that this
government is not too much worried about cost. Mr. Speaker,
they are doing a big iob down at Colonial Building, something

that we havc

6236



December 1, 1982 Tapc 2963 PK - 1

MR. LUSII: been Iiving with now for the
past tcen or fifteen years. They havse everything down there
disrupted and uprooted, and I am :ure , Mr. Speaker, we
are talking about millions of doll: rs down there. That is
something that we could have held lback on. And certainly
it would have been much more worthwhile, much more practical
to the pecople of this Province by spending the money to do
what got to be done in this particular Chamber to make it
possible for the electronic media o give it the coverage
that is required. So, Mr. Speaker, cost is certainly not
something which this government hac been concerned about in
the past nor are they concerned now.

And the other point, Mr. Speaker,
related to cost is that from what | can understand,
the cost would not be exorbitant, tiat I understand that most
of the facilities around now fit in with this scheme, and
we would not be talking about a lol of money anyway. But,
Mr. Spcaker, that is somel.hing that the Committee could decide.
So the Committee would decide, Mr. jpeaker, certainly the
Committee would make the decisions n any complcexities , on
any complications involved. DBut hoi. mcmbers are not p;epared
to let it go that far. Why? They are not preparel to let it
get to the Committee stage. Now ceiltainly goodness, Mr.
Speaker, there must be a lot of blind followers on the other
side, because how can we in all decency, how can we, Mr. Speaker,
deny the people of this Province th: right to know what
transpires in this hon. House! How can we do that in this
day of technological progress , in his day of technological
advance, how can we deny the people of this Province the
right to know wha «oes on in this llouse, Mr. Speaker, through

the elcctronic mecia’?
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MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, if there ever was

a Tory philosophy, if there ever was a Conservative philosophy
it can be seen in this particular resolution, that people
would try to deny, or that members would try to deny and reject
the notion that thi peaple of this Province have the right

to know what takes place in this hon. House, to know what
takes place in its entirety.

Mr. Speak.r, another objection
advanced was that you would not be giving access to the
majority of Newfoundlanders. Well, Mr. Spcaker, certainly .
we would be advancing towirds that geal. How many people
have the right now? Jus| the few people who can come into
these galleries. IFf we ( in do it, Mr. Speaker, for 10,000

people,
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MR. LUSI: what kind of a percentage
improvement s that over what now takes place? If we
can do it to 20,000 people, if we can do it to 30,000
people - Mr. Speaker, to sugges ., and I think it was
the hon. the member for Grand Folls (Mr. Simms) who
said that that would be discrim nation in its worst
form because we would not be gelting to the majority.
Now what kind of logic is that, Mr. Speaker?
I suppose maybe in the run of a year there are not
1,000 Newfoundlanders who can come into this House and
sec what transpires. Now, if w: use the electronic
media would we triple that fiqu e? Would we make it
3,000? If we did,you know , we would be certainly
giving a larqer numbor of pecoplce the right of access
. to what takes place in this place. Mr. Speaker, these
numbers arce ridiculcus but I usc them because that is
the reason that was advanced, bccause we would not be
giving it to a majority of Newfoundlanders. I would
hope that in time cvery place in this Province would
have television. I would hopec 'hat in time, within the
next four or five years, all of rural Newfoundland
would have thec same clectronic media available to them
as we have in the urhan arcas. But is it, Mr. Speaker,
that hon, members arc¢ so callou: , that they arce so
unconcerned about rural NowfouﬁzLand that they are not
going to be working for this, th:wy are not going to
be working so that all of Newfoundland will be covered
with the electronic media? Illave they resigned themselves
to the fact that rural Newfoundland is forever doomed,
Mr. Speaker, is forever doomed and denied technological
advance and tcchnological progress?

So, Mr. Speaker,_there is not
an argument, there is not a logical reason that hon.

members have advanced to justif: them in voting against
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MR. LUSII: this particular resolution.
MR. SPEAKER (Aylward) : Order, pleasc! Order!

The hon. member's time has

elapsed.
SOME HON. MEMBLRS T By leavn.
MR. LUSII: T just want to conclude,

Mr. Speaker. If [ could be given Ien seconds, I just
want to conclude. I have a hope that hon. members will
weigh this very seriou;ly and look at what they are doing.

If they vote against this,
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MR. LUSH: they deny the people o Newfoundland
and this House, Mr. Speaker, the opportunity to develop
in accordance with technological progres: and put us back

Mr. Speaker,in the bowels of the 18th anc 19th century.

Thank you.
MR. SPEAKER (Aylward): The hon. Minister of Ccmmunications.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hnar.
MR. DOYLE: Mr. Spcaker, I want to make a

{few comments with respect to the motion that the hon. the
member for the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) has placed
upon the Order Paper which, if it was pissed, would see
the introduction of the electronic nedia into the liouse of
Assembly. Now, Mr. Speaker, I cert.inly do not intend to
vote for =his motion and I have a number of reasons, really,
for feeling that way. irst of all, Your Honour, I feel
that the timing of this particular motion is certainly way
off to begin with,and it does absolutely nothing, rcally, to
adequately reflect the current economic situation that we
are facing in our Province right now.

T do nol know if hon. mcmbers
opposite are aware of the fact or not yet, or if thay
have heard the news, but over the last couple of weeks the
Government of Newfoundland has had Lo make some very, very
toughdecisions in trying to grapple with and tryino to cope
with a $60 million to $70 million rcvenue shortfall. And
in the middle of all of that -
MR. HODDER: A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKLR

A point of order, the hon. member
for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Spciaker, I think it is
ridiculous that a government with the majority that they have

cannot keep a quorum in the llouse, ''wo mcmbers are coming

in nowlbut the gquorum has already bcen called, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. YOUNG: The gquorum is here. There is a
¢quorum hese. We have a qurum.

MR. SPEAKVMR (Aylward): Order, please! Members will

take thei: seats so 1 can count.

I ask the Clerk to count the membors
to see if we have a quorum.

Yes, we have a quorum.

The hon. the Minister of Communications.
MR. DOYLE: Before | was interrupted, Mr. Speaker,
I started to say that I Jo not know if hon. members opposite
are aware of the news yel, or if they have heard the news
the Government of the Province has had to take some pretty
tough measures over |he last couple of weeks in trying to
cope with ; $60 to $70 million revenue shortfall in the

Province.
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MR. N. DOYLE: Tn the middle of all of
that the member f{or the S-rait of Belle Isle (Mr. E. Roberts)
has th» tremendous brainstorm of introducing a very
inappropriate motion that would get the ¢overnment involved
in spending approximately - well, who knows?- thousands

and thousands and thousands of dollars of. the government's
money in setting up a talent show f)Hr the Opposition. So,

as you can imagine, Mr. Speaker, in the middle of the stark
re. lity of having to closc¢ down hospital beds in the

Prc vince,and having to cut government expenditure in area
after area, it is really amaiing that the Opposition do

not have anything better to do than to concentrate on
launching their own pérsonal publicity campaién. And that is
what it would be, Mr. Spcaker, a publicity campaign

to be paid for out of the taxpayers' dollars. The hon.
menbers opposite can pay lip service all they want to this
motion,but I do not belicve that they will ever be able

to convince the people of Newfoundland, the people of this
Province, that right now the government should have placed
on its priority list introducing th: electronic media

into the llouse at a cos! of who knows what to the taxpayers
of the Province. So that is one reason, Your llonour,

that I would votc¢ against the motion,but T do have many

mor: rcasons that T know hon. members opposite are quite
anxious to hear.

Apart form the fact that this
would be a very big waste of money, a monumental waste of
the taxpayers' money in this period of restraint, I can see,
Mr. Speaker, where the presence of the eloectronic media
in the House would go an awful long was 1eally in replacing
statesmenship with showmanship. Wce are here, Mr. Speaker,

as every other person in the House »f Assembly is without
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MR. N. DOYLE: exception, we are here, elected

by our constituents, to renresent them in the House of
Assombly to do their busi ess, the prople's business. wWe

are not here to replace Te Edge of Night or Another World
or the current soap operu Sa T .:an readily see how the
presence of cameras in th. llouse conld quite possibly -

and I believe this to be |rue - sould possibly stiflé
debate, with every singl:- member who gets up to speak

having to put up with the pressure

of the televigion Cameras as

a watchdoy. Now, som:. menbers; of course ,could care very
little about that typ: of thing, but there are some of course -
and it eould be on that side of the llouse and this side of
the House - whe would car.. very, ve'y much about the Presence
of the electronic media.  So no mat.er really how one felf
consciously abouyt the prosence of the electronic media,

it would be there, 1 feel, in the subconscious and T do not
think that you would have that same kind of useful inter—play,
if you will, betwees one side and the other that usually

accompanies debate
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MR. DOYLE: and usually accompanies every question
period.

I think also hat the presence of the
camera in this House, or the electionic media, could possibly
also go a long way in undermining (he role of the Speaker
in the House, with every single menber who rises to speak
falling under the scrutiny of the .ameras instead of falling
under the very capable scrutiny of Your Honour.

I think also, Mr. Speaker, that if the
House of Assembly were portrayed as jusl possibly one more
television show, that the people o' thc Province could very
well get the impression, would uliimately I think possibly
get the impression that just like .ny other television show
that there are all kinds of quick :olutions that can be
attained in the Legislature by simply flicking on a television
set. Well that is not the case as Your Honour fully knows.
Our problems are very deep-rooted and thny require some very,
very sensible solutions. They do not rejuire the presence of
the electronic media acting as a watch dog and they certainly
do not require a whole lot of theatrical performance. And
I think if we did get involved in having electronic media
th it we would get involved in an awful lot of theatrical
pcrformance.

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe it is
very disappointing indeed, very disappointing in this
da’ and age to the man in the street who is faced with an
awiul lot of problems, who is faced with the facl that
coning on Christmas maybe he does not have a job, that
hi:: representative,who may be on the Opposition side of
the House,wants to become a showman and a television star
and thousands and thousands and thousands of dollars of the
taxpayers' money, really when you get right down to it,

on trivia, on something which will qive some fleeting publicity
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MR. DOYLE: to a dying and possibly already dead
Opposition.

So, Mr. Speaker, I view this motion
that the hon. member has on the Order Paper ag a sham, and
it is a farce and it is an insult recally to the people of

the Province
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MR. DOYLE: who have, really, a whole lot
more than their share of the problems that society is
faced with today. They have more than their share of
problems and what a bitter, bitter (isappointment it must
be at this point in time to know that with all these
current economic problems that we do have, we have an
Opposition and a member of the Opposition, a senior member
of the Opposition, the member for the Strait of Belle

Isle (Mr. Robcrts) who really does nol have anything better
to place on the Order Paper than a motion which would see
the electronic media introduced into the House.

And, »f course, he did not even
have the interest today to come in and wind up debate on his
motion. He has some Lime left, he may still be here, but
he did not have the interest to come in and sit down and
listen to what hon. members had to say on his motion. Tt is
really disappointing, Mr. Spcaker, to see the Opposition
place at the top of their priority list television and
showmanship instead of trying to grapple and deal with the
problems that we have.

I can see, Mr. Speaker, if we had
the electronic media in the llouse, the Leader of the
Opposition(Mr. Neary), for instance, every day coming in
wilh his facc all smeared up with mal eup, and his white
ha.r tinted blue. And the next thing you, of course,
would see would be the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
coming and asking the government to bring in a makeup
subsidy for him. So, Mr. Speaker, it is really of no
consequence and it is really of no importance, this motion
that the hon. member has placed on the Order Paper.

One more point that I would like
to make, Mr. Speaker. If there was some remote chance
that government would agree with having the electronic
media preseni. in the House, automatically what you would
have to do is to set up some kind of a cost analysis,

really, of what it would cost in an effort really to
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MR. DOYLF:

determine what the pros and cons of such an undertaking
would be, and that wou d in itself cost an awful lot of
money, and I wondcr anc I think, Your Ilonour, if the
people of the Province and if the public good would not
be better served il such money werc used to introduce or
to upgrade the current social service programmes that we
have in lhe Provin:e o if this money could not possibly
be used in a much bettcr way on health programmes and
the like. I think if there is a priority it would have
to be placed in that area, not in the area of bringing
in electronic media to the llouse of Asscmbly.

So I think it would be much
more beneficial to inc "ease social assistance benefits.
That is what the pecopl: of our Province need right now.
They do not need camer i1s. You cannot cat cameras.
Cameras do not provide jobs. Camcras might provide a
few jobs to a few peop e but the money that it would
cost to bring in Lhe electronic mecdia,to maintain it
over the years would be much better used on health
programmes and sccial service programmes and the like.

Your Ilonour, these are a
few of my arguments, however good or however bad they
may be and however weak or however strong they may be
perceived by the Opposition.

I think there are a couple
of more points that I would like to make. Quite possibly
what members opposite are forgetting is the fact that
the House of Asscmbly has a great deal of traditien
attached to it and it has, over the years, Your lHonour,
whether it be rightly or wrongly - and I guess I would
say rightly - it has bcen regarded generally as a place

of honour, a place where the people's business is carried
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MR. DOYLI: out in a manner that is
sometimes almost regal. I would hate to see any

steps being taken that would seriously undermine the
decorum of the House. And I think that if we had

the electronic media here it would scriously undermine
the decorum of this llouse. There is absolutely no way,
of course, that we could try this out on an experimental
basis because T believe it has been the experience
everywhere that it has been introduced that when you
introduce clectronic media into the llouse of Asscmbly

it is there for good and really therc is no turning back.

S0 that is a couple of the arquments that
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MR.DOYLE: I would put forward in voting
against this resolution. Of course, Mr.Speaker, the important
time really for the llouse to have gotten involved in having
the electronic media present were the days when we did

not even have a Question Period in the House of' Assembly,
during the days when the PC opposition at the time had on y
three or four members and really did not have the same

type of opportunity s opposition members do today to see
out and to obtain information from the government. So

I do not think, Mr.Speakcer, that it is advantageous at

all for the people o the Province to have the electronic
media here when thei - business would be much better served
in spending that typ: of money on health progrummes and

social assistance prgranmes.

AN HON.MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Port ou Port.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, if onc were 1o

search for a word to describe this debate 'boring' would
spring to one's lips. The debate is boring because

I have never seen in any Private Member's

motion or iﬂ any debate in this House arguments such as
have been coming from the government side. I do not
believe for one moment, Mr.Speaker, that members on that
side of the House believe what they are saying. For some
reason or other they feel at this particular time that
they do not want the television cameras in the House ,
they do not want to ive people access to this Illouse
of Assembly.And for vhatever reasons,whether it is because
they are afraid or il it is becausc they feel that it
would put them in sone sort of an unclear advantage, but
for whatever reason [ do not believe for one moment that

the arguments being put forward by member after member on
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MR.IIODDER: thaot side ol the llouse come
[vom the hearts -

Mit . ROBERTS

It does not come from their heads.
MI: . HODDER: - or their lheads. Mr.Speaker,

the last speaker talked about a talent :how for the
opposition. Well I would ask the government member, are
you afraid of television? Are you afraid to let the
people of this Province see how the bus .ness of this
llouse ol Assembly is conducted?

MR.CALLAN: They are afraid because they cannot stage manage it
MR . HODDIR : Mr.Speaker, I keep hearing
from member after member this aflternoon that this is

a terrible thing in this time of restra nt. Therc is
nothing in this rosolut ion which was pu: forward by my
friend and colleaque from Lhe Strait of Belle Isle
(Mr.Roberts) that demands a large expenliture of money.
Mr.Speaker, the resolution would allow us to proceed

with caution, it would allow u: to deliberate.
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MR. HODDER:
it would give the media accecss to this Ilousc of Asscrbly,
but it does not require large expenditures of money. I
think the resolution is well worded in that respect.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is
not much that can be added from what was said here in
this House of Assembly last week. But it really comes
down to whether you belicve that this is the people's
House where our de¢liberations should be npublic,or whethir
we feel that we are a select club who would deny access
to this House of 7ssembly to the people. At one time
there was no electronic media in any Housce of Assembly.
And T expect that when the clectronic media first came
into this House of Assembly that there were debates,
there were people who decided that the elcectronic media
would not be allowed in the press 4galleries because in the
beginning there were only the newspapers. I would
imagine -
MR. ROBERTS: Therc was a time when evon
newspapers were not allowed in the louse.
MR. HODDER: Yes, and a time when even
newspapers were not allowed in the House of Assembly.
And T cxpect that we always had thosc voices of doom
and gloom, those ultra-conscrvative &oicos which we have
heard raised on the other side of the House today. I
expect that the same arguments were put forward at that
time. But, Mr. Spcaker, the newspapers did come and
the reporters from the various electronic media did
come. And I will tell hon. members opposite, hold
back the dyke as much as you like but there will be
cameras in this House of Assembly.

Mr. speaker, some of the
excuses given by mombers opposite last Wednesday, that
member would play to the cameras, will not wash. If

anything the cameras miay make us more attentive to the
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MR. HODDER: purpose which we serve
when we are elected to this Ilouse of Assembly. It is

a shame that the government has decided to vote against
this resolution. I do not think there was one government
members, except one in jest ,who said that he would support

the resolution,
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MR. HODDER: and I am sure that members

opposite do not believe what they arc saying.

Perhaps that is why the speeches
were of such a low calilbire last Wednesday and this Wednesday.
And I say shame on the government, shame on the government

for not letting the cameras into thc House.

It is thc democratic right of
all people to observe thc¢ Ilouse of Assembly. One of the
members opposite, I belicve it was the member for Grand
Falls (Mr. Simms),said that it would have a low audience.
But he mentioned that a survey done had shown
that 48 per cent of people were watching in the particular
jurisdiction to which it rcferred.

But, Mr. Speaker, regardless of
the number of people who listen at a given time to the
proceedings of the House of Assembly or the proceeding of
the Parliament of Canada or the proccedings of any House
or jurisdiction in this country or the Commonwealth, regarcless
of the number the right should be there, the public should
be given access. There are reclatively few people in the
galleries today but, Mr. Speaker, from time to time when
something of importance happens in this IHouse of Assenbly
the people will come when they are interestad.

I did read a stalistic that the

Question Period and the proceedings of the llouse of Commons

was shown on Saturday morning throughout the country and

they had 100,000 viewers, That is a significant number of
viewers, on a Saturday morning. They then moved it to

Sunday to get a better viewing audience. The experience

has been that people do watch and people arc concerned about what

happens.
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MR. HODDER: The member for St. John's

Centre (Dr. McNicholas) I believe said when he was speaking
that he was here to look after his constituents,and his
performance - he actually said it - he said, his performance
in the House really was not much concern to them. But I

would tell that member that we are here first and foremost

to debate the problems of the Province, The handling of

our districts or jurisdictions, yes , I would agree Wwith
members that if we ignore them we do it at our peril,

but we are here to legislate for the whole Province not for
our own individual districts.

- And when a member gets up and

says the people of his district are not too concerned about
his performance in the House, then I would see why he would not
want the cameras in the House because he is obviously a member
who does not take part in debate or take part in the
deliberations of the House of Assembly.

So, Mr. Speaker, these arguments
are infantile, they will not wash. Why can we not show
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians that the government and the
Opposition can sometimes put aside their political differences,

their political considerations and let us get together and

bring in the cameras?
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MR. HODDER: There is no particular difference;
the Opposition will certainly be on camera but

so will the government, so will the ministers, so will the
backbenchers. The great advantage would be to give every
citizen of the Province the opportunity to enjoy his

right to know what is going on, to see and to hear what

is happening in this House of Assembly. It is their

right and we are standing in the path of progress when we
deny the cameras.

Are the hon. members opposite afraid
that people will find out something about them? Are they
insecure? I would certainly tell them that the Alberta
Legislature, as was pointed out by the member for the
Strait of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts) last Wednesday, was
the first province in Canada to bring in electronic coverage,
and that was in 1972. It was the first time in Canada. And
certainly it has not hindered proceedings of the House
there as members opposite are afraid it will here. It
certainly has not affected the Premier of Alberta's ability
to win elections, if that is what members are afraid of. If

that is what is pushing them back.

MR. CARTER: That defeats the argument. We are not afraid.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I would think that

this Premier ~ that is why the arguments have been so hollow
on the other side -this Premier is afraid that he will be
exposed when he is wild-eyed, waving his arms around and

going beserk and caving under pressure, he is afraid that that
aspect of his personality, the insecurity of his personality
will be broadcasted, He cannot tell the CBC what to take and
what not to take in that case. The cameras will be on him

all the time and they will catch him in his weak moments when
the House Leader opposite is not there holding his hand, when

he stands up.
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MR. STAGG: oh, come on now! You were doing alright
until the hate showed through.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, the attitude of the

Alberta ILegislature is that in a free society, and I guote
from Speaker Amerongen of the Alberta legislature, whom I
happen to know very well and whom T have happened to have
numerous conversations with on a couple of trips where

he and I both travelled to parts of Canada, and he says,

"1he attitude of the Alberta Legislature is that in a free
society, people who view the proce :dings of the House on

te levision must be entitled to see virtually what an onlooker
who is present in the galleries might see or hear." ©Now that
is the attitude, the philosophy in a nutshell, of the

Alberta Legislature.
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MR. J. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, the media scene

has changed from what it was twenty vears ago, electronics
have revolutionized the industry. The screen is in the
nations'living rooms and it is natural therefore that the
parliament of this Province should let the cameras into
the Legislature. Televisien would be of advantage not to
one of our parties but to the House of Assembly itself. It
would be an advantage to the institution. I would feel and
I would think that the House of Assembly is badly in neced
of increaséd public interest and support. I feel that the
introductions of cameras into the House might inform people
of what is happening in the House of Assembly. There are
many people who follow the House of Commons, I know, very
religiously,and not only would it give people a;chance
to see what is happening but it might inspire them to more
input back to their members as to how they are conducting
themselves in the House and the issues that they cover.

I guess it was Charles Lynch,
I read a comment where, when they were bringing the cameras
into the House of Commons, he said, 'What is needed is a
greater sense of citizen involvement ,and putting the

debates on the air would seem a sensible act from the start.

When the debate was entered into here,I have a number of
clippings from across Canada and from the Province about

the introduction of the electronic media into other Legislatures,
and the response has always been positive. When the House

of Commons was first televised it probably had the greatest
impact on Newfoundlanders. You know, Mr. Speaker, when I

was first elected in 1975 - and this was before the introduction
of the electronic coverag:, television coverage, in the House

of Commons - people had tte feeling that you were coming into

the House of Assembly almc st to sit around a table, that
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MR. J. HODDER: somehow if you were the Opposition
that you could not get your way but there was no feeling

for democracy. You know, Mr. Speaker, since I have been

a member in this House of Assembly,I truly believe that

this is the best system of government on the face of the
earth. Where else except in the democratic nations can

a group of peoplc, an Opposition,get up with parliamentary
immunity and cuestion and ask of the government what their
priorities are? The difference between a dictatorship,

the difference between a Banana Republic and what we have

here is the right to be able to get up,whether we are wrong,
wé are right ,whether thée Opposition is wrong or right,

whether the government is wrong or right,there is an open
forum whereby by the electronic media, the oress who are

our partners in democracy,
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MR. HODDER: where we can question fraud
and make the government,who are the people who rule this
Province,accountable. And when the House of Commons
debates came on the air for the first time,people said,
"They are a bunch of crazy pcople. What are they doing
all this clapping for and 'Hear, hear!' and that sort

of thing?" - But I think that this was the initial reaction.
The reaction is not the same now as it was a year ago,
and it was not thc same a year ago as it was the year
before that. Now people are starting to understand how
parliament works and how society works. They understand.
People are starting to understand that,when the Premier
gets power and he forms his Cubinet, that they have all
power and the only time they are made accountable is in
this House of Assembly. I think that the televising

of the House of Commons debates has been a healthy thing.
I would commend the federal government for the move, the
federal Liberal Party, for the move that they made. It
was a bold and courageous move and I would ask the
Premier and I would ask the members opposite, would thcy
reconsider because I am sure, as I said earlier in my
speech, that the members' hearts are not in it. The
stupid, inane comments that have come from members
opposite is frightcning. It is frightening that the
government could be so conservative in a move which is
so progressive. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (RUSSELL) : The hon. member for the Strait

of Belle Isle.closes the debate,

MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, it 1s twenty
of six and I assume I shall conclude this debate under
the provisions of the relevant Standing Order of the
House. Mr. Speaker, I will ha?e a word or two to say
about my friend from St. John's North (Mr. Carter).

I would invite him to stay because it will be in thc same

6260



December 1, 1982 Tape No. 2975 Iin~2

MR. ROBERTS: good spirit as he and I
exchange our running dog and pony show. But the
gist of what T have to say will not surprise him but
it may surprise those who,unlike we, do not believe
that pigs can fly or that the hor. gentleman for St.
John's North and I can agree on something from time to
time.

Let me first of all, Mr.
Speaker, offer to the House a word of explanation for
the fact I was late today. I was late. The clothes
that I am wearing will explain to many of the members
where I was.
MR. CARTER: The late member.
MR. ROBERTS: I would rather be the late
member than the former member,which will be the fate
»f my friend {from St. John's North very shortly.
I was appearing in one of the courts of this Province
in a matter which was set down for trial several months
ago. And the Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer) would
be the first to confirm that when counsel has a trial

date set for
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MR. ROBERTS: a litigation matter in this Province,
one does not let it go. This is a matter of some considerable
interest because it involves the interpretation of a statute
passed by this House, Section 116 of the City of St. John's Act
and the matter began today and I was there until His Lordship

Mr. Justice Steele rose at five o'clock when I came in here.

MR. CARTER: Were you litigating all over the place?
MR. ROBERTS: Unlike the hon. gentleman, I do

litigate properly.

I You know, he may remember the story -
Ilthink it was told on him many times when he was Education
Minister - there was a story told of the appalling ignorance of
a gentleman who was being lobbicd, he was the Education Minister,
as was my friend briefly and gloriously until his career came to
an abrupt and untimely end at the request of the then Premier,
and the lobby was against the university in the state for which
this gentleman was whatever he was, the minister or the sccretary
for Education, whatever the term was. And the lobby got after
this fellow who was, like my frind from St. John's North (Mr.
Carter), a man of the soil, a man who knows all about dirt,

a man who is in the dirt most of the time, making his living

in the dirt, drags his living from the dirt, and the lobby

said to this man, 'You know, up there at the university the
boys and girls matriculate together.' And the legislator

was impressed, as would my friend from St. John's North have
been, and then the lobby saw they were getting to the legislator
and they said, 'You know, not only that, up there they share
the same curriculum'. And that was cbviously winning over,
just as the minister was won over on something like a school
bus - he will remember the school bus vote - and then Einally
the clincher of the argument, which would have clinched ii with
my friend from St. John's North, the clinching argument was,
'Up there at that university, you know, they make the boys and

girls matriculate together.' That is exactly of a piece with
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MR. ROBERTS: my friend's comment.

Mr. Specaker, let me also thank my
col leagues who have spoken in this debate. And I thank also
gentlemén and ladies, if any in fact there have been, on the
opposite side who have spoken. 1 do not know who has spoken
teday. But I do want to say a particular word of thanks, and
let this be recorded and let this be struck in letters of
bronze, I want tu say a particular word of thanks and
commendation to my friend from St. John's North (Mr. Carter)
who, as always, has spoken his mind, as always is somewhat
idiosyneratic and, as always, is going to do what he believes
best. It is not often that he and 1 agree on what is best
for this Province, and that is probably why I am here and why
he is there. It may also be why he is considerably closer
to the bar of the llouse than I am. It may also be why the
Premier has not invited him to join the Cabinet even though
my Iriend from St.-John's North would bring a wealth of

experience and knowledge and learning to the Cabinet.

MR. CARTER: . I tried it once and did not like it.
MR. ROBERTS: What more could I say!
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MR. ROBERTS: I need only say that down

in the Education Department they still have the desk

with the fingernall marks on it where my hon. friend

was taken out by the Premier of the day. Anyway,

I do want to thank him and I do want to say to him

that we may ask for a recorded vote on this simply

to record his position. So he may want to leave the

House when the vote is taken so he is not forced into

the embarrassment of having to vote in a manner different

to that which T suspect most of his colleagues will do.
Mr,. Speaker, I want to say

that this debate has been a disappointment to me. It

has been a great disappointerment that it was even

needed, that it was even necessary to put such a motion

before the House. And,secondly,it has bcen a disappointment

that the gentlemen and ladle:, as the case may be, opposite

have taken the tack that they have. As I understand it,

they have essentially given two reasons as to why they

do not favour this move of opening up the House, of giving

access to the House to the electronic media. I thought

my friend from Port au Port (Mr. Hodder),who made his

usual excellent speech, spoke very well when he said

that members opposite did not seem to have their hearts

in it or their heads. Thelr speeches were the remarks

of men and women who were not saying something which

they believed with any fervour, who were, I think it is

fair to say, adhering to the line to which more and

more they must adhere, which is'my party right or wrong!'

Gentlemen opposite and ladies opposite are going to find

l1ife increasingly so in the next few years. They will have

to defend their party even when they know it 1is wrong.

Now that is the way the system works. But I will simply

tell them that coming events are casting their shadows

before them, And this debate is but an example of where

they must defend their party against what is right and
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MR. ROBERTS: defend their party against
" what the peoplce of this Province wish to do.

MR. STAGG: Defend thcir party against
the (inaudible).

MR. ROBERTS: Yes, they may have to defend
their party. 1 know nothing, Sir, oi the internal
dynamics of thc Tory Party in this Province or even
whether there are any. T know nothing about it and

I really could not care less. What 1 care about is
what that party does as a government. I do not even
care about the hon. gentleman from Stephenville (Mr.
Stagg) and what political views,if any, he may have

or what political philo:sophy,if any,he may choose

to adhere to. Ile has adhered to many in his time

and he may doubtless adhcre to many others before his
time is over.

Now, I1r. Speaker, I have said
it was a disappointement and I have said that hon. gentlemen
opposite have cited two groups of reasons, two broad
bundles of rea:ons. They have embroidered on those as
best they could. Pretty poor efforte! The best fist
of it was made by my friend from Grard Falls (Mr. Simms).
It is one of the few -

MR, TULK: No, no.

MR. ROBERTS: Well, he made the best fist
of any of thosc opposite,l would say to my friend from
Fogo (Mr, Tulk). Ilie did not do a very good job but

he did the best he could with what he had, He was shot
into the breach, he was told to get up and try to put
something together and he did the very best he could,

An adatrable man.
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MR. ROBERTS: Without any disrespect to
Your Honour at all it is too bad he left the Chair. On the
other hand, his leaving thé Chair and going to the government
strengthened the government immcasurably. And, of course, we
are in the best of hands in the House now, I would be the
very first, particularly with Your Honour sitting there,
listening to what I am saying. T hope. I assume.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me talk
briefly of the two reasons and expose them for the specious
MR. STAGG: (Inaudible) .

MR. TULK: A lot closer than the member for

Stephenville (Mr. Stagg).

MR. STAGG: A cynical brand of humour.
MR. TULK: It is a lot better than yours.
MR. ROBERTS: Expose them for the - when my

hon. friend here and there permit.

MR. TULK: I have to kecp him down.
MR. ROBERTS: There is no point keeping him

down. How can you keep down something that is gossamer
light and without substance?
Mr. Speaker, let me expose the

two groups of reasons for this -

MR. YOUNG: (Inaudible).
MR. ROBERTSY Now we have got the gentleman for

Harbour Grace (Mr. Young) humping into it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker, there are two groups

of reasons. Let me expose each of them for the specious falacies
they are. First of all we heard a great deal of talk about costs.
I think my friend for Grand Falls (Mr. Simms) came up with $2
million. He has obviously been imbiding moose milk instead

of trying to stop moose poaching. It would cost nothing to
allow the type of reform which this resolution advocites. That
has been the expericnce in Alberta and there was a letter tabled

from the Clerk of the Alberta ILegislature which says so specifically.
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MR. ROBERTS: Now we want to talk about

cost. I wonder if the former Speaker of the House (Mr.
Simms) could tell us what it cost to put the new carpet
here. I do not begrudge thc new carpet. But in all of
the reforms of this Province I will bet the cost of this
new carpet is substantially more than anything that could
possible be spent to allow the people oif this Province
access to this House through radio and television. We
heard about the wall downstrairs and we figured out it
took $50,000 worth of Winter boots, the tax on $50,000
worth of Winter boots to pay for the wall that was moved
downstairs. Well how about the Minister of Communications
(Mr. Doyle)? We are paying him whatever we are paying any
of the ministers, $29,000 or $30,000 a ycar. An esteemable
gentleman and worth every penny of it,I do not doubt. 1In
fact,if I had my way he would get $80,000 or $90,000 a
year. He is worth every penny of it, Sicr. But how much
better would we be in communications if we laid him off
for a month or two?Like all of us here he has had two

salaries the year anyway. What if we laid him off for

a day or two a month or two?
AN HON. MEMBER: Not everybody.
MR. ROBERTS: Those who only crept in lately

and who will creep out soon have only had the one, the
rest have had two.

Now, Mr. Speaker, if we were
to take some of the money devoted to communications and
put it on whatever may bc done,we might have to provide
a plug or two. You know, the cost argument is absolutely
fallacious. And, ol course, the final proof of that is
in the fact that this government in this time of austerity,
of the whole Province economically crashing in ruins about

their ears,
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MR. ROBERTS: are going to spend a couple

of million dollars to build a new House of Assembly,

The extravagance that is being built out on the North
Western side of this building, this extravagance, this
over-expenditure! We are not going to get into the

Premier's arithmetic but it is pathetically bad. Ile

was an English teacher, I hope. He certainly was not

a mathematics teacher. To think that he is going to save
money. The businessmen in his caucus could tell him,

my friend from St. John's West (Mr. Barrett) who runs

a business could tell him about the fallacy of spending

$37 million or $38% million - and that is only their estimate,
heavens knows whal it will be - to build a building to replace

rentals of $3.5 million, is it not?

AN HON. MEMBER: Yes.
MR. ROBERTS: But as part of that - I will

get on, there will be other times for that. All the
people, the widows whose allowances are being cut or
the people who are paying the sales tax on their clothing
or the sales tax on their Big Macs will have the pleasure
of knowing they are paying for that building. We will
see to that.

But, Mr. Speaker, as part
and parcel of that plan they are going to move the
House of Assembly. I secn no earthly need to move it.
It is as convenient a chamber as we are going to find.
It is not historic.
MR. NEARY: We will have three then; the
old Colonial Building and the two others.
MR. ROBERTS: That is right. My friend
from LaPoile (Mr. Neary), the Opposition Leader, quite
rightly says we will then have three Chambers. No
need to move. And I will say to Your Honour, without

any fear of successful contradiction, that what is left
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MR. ROBERTS:* out of $2 million by the
time they refinish and refurbish the area downstairs
for the House will be nothing. It is going to cost

a couple of million dollars to move all of this and
our staffs and our assistants and what have you, and
the rooms that will be (one and the furniture that
will be bought. We will have the interior decorators
in now, this ncw thing. It is bad cnough we had them
at Mount Scio house, now we have them apparently in
the building here.

Now, Mr. !Speaker, so much
for cost. There would be no cosl, but even if it
cost $100 or $200 this governmenl has shown by their
profligate expcenditure, their uncaring,profligate
expenditure that they have monéy for far less important
things. A

Now, what about decorum?

We have heard a grecat dcal about decorum,and heavens
knows the decorum in this House leaves a great deal
to be deserved. I am the first to say that I am not

stanéing here casting sltones beciause I am without sin.

MR. YOUNG: No, you are not.
MR. ROBERTS: Let m¢ say to my friend
from Jlarbour Grace (Mr. Young), 1T may not be here

as much as he is but I do more than he does either
here or outside. You know, he 1s the perfect example

of the bump on the log.

MR. NEARY: He is the last one to let
you down.
MR. ROBERTS: lHc is the last one to let

us down,as he has said on many occasions. jle is the bump
on the log. He is therc and it makes no difference
whether he is or not. Mr. Speaker, the point is that

the decorum of this lousc at times is bad. And so, Your
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MR. ROBERTS: llonour, is the decorum

of every legislature in this country. I am told that

we have the Speaker of the Nova Scotia Legislature here
with us today.,and I am sure he would be the very first
to testify that his House ak times has exhibited decorum
less than that which is of the highest standard. Ottawa,
Quebec, Westminster - sure,somebody once threw an Order
Book at Winston Churchill across the Westminster. Our

own House, fifty or sixty yeirs ago,
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MR. ROBERTS: somebody t.ook up a bottle
of Ink, an inkwell full of ink and threw it across

the llouse thercby splatiering himself. T can recall
once having occasion to look up precedents to what
happens when & member is struck. I have been struck

in the House, one of the two occasions -

MR. YOUNG: Too bad they missed.
MR. ROBERTS: Ah, the hon. gentleman believes

in striking from behind,but hc was not the one who did it.
Mr, Speaker, to Sho¥ you what happens elsewhere, I found
a case where a member had been suspended from a Leglslature,
of one of the Indian state:: Dbecause he had thrown an Order
Book at the Speakey and killed him. Ile struck him on
the head and the man dicd.
But lack of decorum, Mr. Sveaker,

is something of which we all are guilty

But what is wrong with letting the people
of Newfoundland and Labrador see what happens in this
House. What have we ot to hide? I would be delighted
to have my friend from larbour Grace (Mr. Young) front
and center on the television set in my home every night.
I would be delighted,and I know that in Bryants Cove
and in Riverhead and in every part of his constituency
they would be lining up. The people who did not have
sets would be going down the roadl to see him and they
would say, "Can we come in and sce", naming my friend.
And I know that in St. John's Centei the ladies and
gentlemen livinq there and their children, they
would be bringing them in from the Goulds and Kilbride
and from Blackhead and from Cape Spear to see the
hon. gentlcman for St. John's Center (Mr. McNicholas)
come on the screen.

Mr. Speaker, it is sheer

nonsense -~
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MR, MCNTCHOLAS: They de that now,

MR. ROBERTS : I am sorry?

MR. MCNICHOLAS: They do that now.

MR, ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman says they

do it now. I helieve him. The only thing T do not
understand - I am a foervent believer in the hon. gentleman.
He works beneath me every day, and I se¢ him come in to
work and I see him go from work and I know how much good
he does - the only thing I do not understand is his
political delusion th.t keeps him sitting over there.
But other than that 1 am a ferven! admirer of my friend
from St. John's Center. 1 can recall vividly how anxious
he was to get in 1he llouse. I am not sure he is concerned
about what party he wanted to be in the llouse for, put
now that he is here we know exactly how much he does and
that is a great dcal. The hon. gentleman will not lack
an admirer while | am arcund. Not like the Premiocr.
The Premier will never lack one as long as the Premier is
around.

But I say to my friend from
St. John's Center, as long as I am in this
House there will he oneé veice at least - there may be
thousands -~ bué there will be one at least raised in his
defense,

Now, Mr. Speaker, the real
reason that my friends opposite do not want television
in the House is that for Some reason they are afraig
to let the people of Newfoundland see what goes on. They

feel now

6272



December 1, 1982 Tape No, 2981 IB-1

MR. ROBTRTS: that it has to be filtered
through the medium of the electronic press, the medium
of the interview rooms or the statement into the microphone.
They are not prepared to allow the clectronic media
to use the means at their disposal. We know, we have
the evidence of other Provinces, thai it can be done
technically. 1In Nova Scotia, I belicve, the media
are allowed to usc the radio feed. ‘''hey will not even
allow that here. They are allowed t¢ use the radio
feed in Nova Scotia. They do not do that here. They
do not want it. They do not want pecple to know what is
qoing on.

My friend from St. John's Center
(Mr. McNicholas) may not think his constituents care
what he does. But I would think if he was speaking from
the heart and the head and not just from the lips he
knows better than that. Ille knows they care deeply what
he does for them. That is why they come to him to ask
for help and to ask for guidance and ask for assistance.
And they care what he does in here too.

Mr. Speaker, my friend from
Port au Port (Mr. llodder) made an excallent specch,
Ile put his finger on it. Jlle said, 'This is the
peoples' IHouse. It does not belong to the Premier.!
The Premier thinks it does but.it doc: not. It does
not belong to the government. It docs not belong to
any of us. We are only temporary, we are passing through,
some more quickly than others. We arc passing through.
Some have stayed here longer than othcrs. Some will
be here long after others have gone. But all of us
will go, Mr. Specaker. Tn my few years in the Jlouse I
have seen, T do not know, 100, 150 men and women qo
through this House. Only my fricend from LaPoile (Mr.

Neary) and my friend from St. John's Iast Extern (Mr, Hickey)
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MR. ROBER!S: have not passed from this
vale during my limited time in this liouse.

Mr. Speaker, it is not
our House, it belongs to the people of this Province.
And it is our duty in my vicew to allow all of us,
to allew all of the people the greatest possible
access, and that is what this motion is designed to

~do and that is what it would do.

So it is on that basis, Sir,

I would ask for support. let me simply say, in closing,

two things. It is nearly six of the clock. And I
think we will ask for a vote. Seventy-five per cent
of our caucus is herec. Now, I'r, Speaker, let me
just say two things. First of all, as my friend

from Port au Port (Mr. llodder) said,
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MR. ROBERTS: "phis is an idea which
will come". | «do nol know how quickly it will come,
but T say now,without any hesitation or any fear that
history will prove me wronqg, that the electronic media
will be ¢iven access to this llouse. It will be more
fquickly 1f hon. gentlemen and ladics opposite make it
happen now. liut 1t does not matter whether they make
it happen or not. wWhether they make it happen or not
it will happen. 'They are in the position of King Canute
ordering the sca to stay back.

And secondly, Mr. Speaker,
I say to my hon. friends on both sides - those on
this side agrece with it, those on the other side may
ponder it in thair souls -~ the saying that the truth
shall make ye free. 'The whole purpose of Lhis
resolution is to enable the people of this 'rovince
better to see Lhe truth about what goes on in this
louse of Assembly. “hat, Sir, is why T am going to

vote for it. ‘'hat is why I ask all hon. members to

do the same. ‘rhank you, Sir.
SOME LION, MIEMBIRS: llear, hear!
MR. SPEARER (RUSSKLL) ¢ Is the llonse ready for

the question?
SOME. 1ION. MEMBIIRS: Yes.

MR, SPEAKER: All those in favour "Aye",

those against "May". 1In my opinion the "Nays" have

it.
SOME HON. MEMBI R_E‘_,':_ Diviile,
MR. SPEAKFR: Call in the members.
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DIVISION
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): 1s it agreed to put the
guestion?
SOME HON. MEMBELRS: Agreed.
MR. SPEAKIR: Thosae .i_n‘favour of the

motion please rise:

The hon. Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Neary), Mr, Callan, Mr. Warren, Mr.
llodder, Mr. Roberts, fir. '"ulk, Mr. lliscock.
MR, SPEAKLR: Those .gainst the resolution
please rise:

The hon. the President
of the Council (Mr. Marshall), the hon. the Minister
of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development (Mr. Gowlie) .,
Mr. Reid, Mr. Rreott.
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

llon. mimbers should remain
in their scatswhile the vole is being btaken.

Hr. McNicholas, Mr. Aylward.
the hon. the Minister responsible for Communications
(Mr. Doyle); the hon. Minister of Labour and Manpower
(Mr. Dinn), the hon. Minister of tCulture, Recrecation
and Youth (Mr. Simms). the hon. Minister of I'ransportation
(Mr. Dawe), the hon. flinister of Social Services (Mr.
Hickey), the hon. Minister of Public Works and Scrvices
(Mr. Younq), the hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mrs.
Newheook), the hon. the Minister of :lealth (Mr. illouse).

Mr. Carter, Mr. Poach, Mr. "obin, Mr. Cross, Mr. Barrett,
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Dr. Twomey, Mr. Walsh,
Mr. Patterson, Mr. ifatthews, M. Collins, Mr. Stagg,
Mr. llearn, Mr. Osmond.

MR. SPUAKER (RUSSFLL) : Order, plcase!

T declare the motion lost.
It now being six of the
clock I leave the Chair until three o'clock tomorrow,

Thursday.
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