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June 30, 1982 

The House met at 3:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker in the Chair. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): 

Tape 1821 EC - 1 

Order, please! 

Pursuant to Section 29, 

Subsection(l)of the Parliamentary Commissioner(Ombudsma~ 

J\ct, the seventh annual report of the Parliamentary 

Commissioner was received in my office a short while ago. 

I now table the report and will arrange to have copies 

distributed to all hon. members very shortly. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Speaker. 

The hon. the Leader of the 

Mr. Speaker, in the absence of 

the han. the Premier, who has not been in the House now 

for going on three weeks -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

~1R. 'l'UBlt~: 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. STAGG: 

Oh, oh! 

That is not so! 

It is so! I am forced to direct -

The Leader of the Opposition 

has not been in the House since April 6th. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: --- Mr. Speaker, it is too bad we 

do not have television in this House. It would be much 

better than the Muppet Show. 

Mr. Speaker, I am forced to direct 

my questions to the Government House Leader (Mr. Marshall). 

I would like to ask the han. gentleman if the administration 

have taken any new initiatives in the last week or so to 

try to resolve the offshore dispute or to settle up their 

differences with the Province of Quebec, or are they 

waiting for this Province to sink to the depths of poverty 
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MR . NEARY : before they take any initiatives 

to try to get these big mega-projects going in this 

Province? 

MR . SPEAKER (Rus sell): The han . the Prcsid~nt of the 

Council . 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr . Speaker, I certainly cannot 

one-up the hen . the member for Stephenville (Mr . Stagg) in 

his answer . As the han . gentle.man is forced to ask a 

question, unfortunately, I am forced to reply to him. 

SOME BON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, the situation on 

the offshore is as it was a couple of weeks ago. The 

position is that this government is ready, willing and able 

to negotiate at any given time . Unfortunately, the federal 

government is not disposed to negotiate with us; the 

federal government instead harps on what they perceive to 

be a precond ition, wllich prccondiLion 
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MR. W. MARSHALL: of this government is that 

ownership be set aside during the period of negotiations 

and permanently in the event that agreement was reached. In 

effect, Mr. Speaker, that precondition means that the Province 

of Ne wfoundland is saying, 'We will enter into negotiations 

with a view to entering into an agreement, if you will agree 

that afterwards you will not tear up that agreement.' And I 

do not think that is, Mr. Speaker, an unreasonable precondition. 

On the other hand,the federal government sets a precondition 

and that precondition is that ownership not be set aside. So in 

effect what they are saying when they say that, Mr. Speaker, is 

that we enter into negotiations provided we can reserve the 

right at any time thereafter to tear up the agreement. Now, 

Mr. Speaker, we act and we hope we act in the interest of the 

people of '<ewfoundland. I think the people of Newfoundland 

perceived this to be so on April 6th when they returned forty­

four me mbers. fln <l Wl' feel that we would be brc~aking faith 

with the people of Newfoundland if we entered into negotiations 

with a view to consummating an agreement which gave either 

side, either this Province or the federal government, the right 

to tear it up after it has been entered into. So we are 

awaiting, Mr. Speaker, with anxious anticipation a statement 

from the federal government that they are prepared to negotiate, 

to negotiate in good faith, to negotiate on the basis that 

ownership be set aside, which was the basic foundations on which 

the negotiations were set up in the first place. In other 

words,what we are seeking From the federal government, Mr. 

Speaker, is a commitment chat when we enter into an agreement 

they will not t e ar it U J afterwards 1 as the Commonwealth of 

Australia did in respect to its agreement with the states of 

Australia. I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that that is unreasonable. 
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MR. W. MARSHALL: I do not think any government 

acting in the interest of the people of this Province could 

do anythin~ otherwise. 

MR. S. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementa1y, the hun. the 

Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the answer just given 

by the hon. gentleman is silly and iust demonstrates further 

the hostile ~ttitude of this Province, which is an impediment 

and a hindrance to ever getting a negotiated agreement with 

anybody, wi·th that kind of an attitude. Would the hon. 

gentleman tell the House what needs to be done in order to 

bring the parties back to the bargining table so that they can 

attempt to resolve their differences and negotiate an agreement 

in good faith? What has to be done? Will this Province, for 

instance, withdraw its case presently before the Newfoundland 

l\ppeal s Court if OttilWi1 iHJrL~C to wi thclril\~ its C.ISC rt 0111 tlw 

Su(_)reme Court':' Or even better iltJain, will both par·tics aqrcc 

to just ignore ::he court r'lses and sit down to the table and 

negotiate in good faith ·)efore Newfoundland goes down the 

economic political tube, before everything moves over to Nova 

Scotic.? 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the President of the Council. 

MR. MARSHALL : Now, Mr. Speaker, there are two 

things that need to done. The first thing that has to done isthe 

111intenance of confidence on the part of the government of 

this Province as to the future of this Province and the determination 
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MR. MARSHALL: as to the assertion of 

our rights. If we ad~pted the attitude exhibited by the 

hon. qentleman when he referred in his first questions to 

us sinking to the depths of poverty or going down the 

economic tube, that is the attitude that the hon. gentlemen 

exhibit time and time again, and it is the type of attitude 

that would lead to selling Newfoundland down the tube the 

same way as they sold them down the Churchill River1 then 

the Hamilton River,when they entered into the Upper Churchill 

agreement. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: It is precisely that psychology 

that led , Mr. Speaker, to the gigantic giveaway , the biggest 

giveaway in the history of the Canadian nation. That will not 

happen, Mr. Speaker, while this government is in power. 

The next thing that needs 

to be done, Mr. Speaker, is an expression of sincerity by the 

Government of Canada indicating that it intends to negotiate 

in good faith. And they have not exhibited this sincerity 

in the past,and I draw the hon. gentleman's attention to 

three specific instances that occur to me with respect to 

this. First of all, the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources 

~an on the one hand look the people of Newfoundland straight 

in the face and say that they are not advocating or advancing 

in court the ownership matter when at the same time the lawyers 

for Ottawa were before the court, the Federal Court of Canada, 

advancing the ownership issue. 

1\N liON. MEMBER: Not so. 

MR. MARSHALL: That is not a statement by 

me, Mr. Speaker, that is a statement that can be verified from 

the record. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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MR. MARSHALL: Another indication of the 

type of sincerity we require is the Minister of Justice of 

Canada (Mr. Chretien) gets up and indicates that there 

twelve other instances similar to the present one where the 

Supreme Court of Canada accepted a direct reference. When 

the Parliament of Canada's Library Assistants looked into this, tPey 

found out that not one single instance of this had any 

credibility. That is not an indication of 

sincerity as well, Mr. Speaker. Imagine,the Minister of 

Justice for all Canada, it has to be from lack of confidence 

or for some other reason that the hon. gentleman could make 

such an amazing statement that could be so easily refuted 

and certainly reflects the lack of sincerity. 

Another indication of the 

lack of sincerity, Mr. Speaker, is the matter of the transmission 

corridor,where we are denied our rights as a Province of Canada 

and as citizens of Canada where they say unequivocally that 

Bill C 108 has been deferred for six months when the last 

paragraph of Bill C 108-and I will Table Bill C 108 tomorrow, 

I do not have it handy, but I will Table it for the hon. 

members so they can see it - and the last paragraph of Bill 

C 108 says -

MR. NEARY: 

in my office. 

MR. MARSHALL: 

We have it. I have it down 

- "It will not be proclaimed 

until the federal government wishes it to be proclaimed". 

So what we require are two 

things, Mr. Speaker, , on the one hand, we require from the 

federal government an indication of its sincerity, an 
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MR. MARSHALL: 

indication it will not use its position to try to obscure 

the facts and mislead the people of the Province and 

mislead the people of Canada, a sincere indication on their 

part that they are prepared to negotiate and negotiate in 

good faith. So that is what we are looking for. And the 

other thing we need is an attitude- we do not have to look 

for this because I can guarantee it, Mr. Speaker -we have 

to have an attitude which is not the lap doggish attitude 

of the hon. gentlemen there opposite of getting down on 

their knees to Ottawa all the time and by taking such 

attitude that unless we qive everyth~ng away we will 

be in the depths of poverty and we will go down the economic 

tube. The latter part we can guarantee to the people of 

this Province, that we will stand up for the rights and 

the legitimate rights of Newfoundlanders as Newfoundlanders 

and as Canadians. 

SOME HON. r-1EMBER£.: Hear, hear. 

MR. MARSHALL: But what we require, Mr. Speaker, 

in order to resume negotiations is an expression of sincerity 

on behalf of the Government of Canada which heretofore has 

not been forthcoming. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): 

of the Opposition. 

Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

Supplementary, the hon. Leader 

MR. NEARY: In that answer, Mr. Speaker, we 

found out just how narrow-minded the hon. gentleman can be. 

They are approaching this thing with a buttoned-down mind, 

they are paranoid, Mr. Speaker, they have no confidence in 

themselves as negotiators. It is not us on this side of 

the House who are crying out for a negotiated settlement; 

all the heads of the churches in Newfoundland have urged 

the hon. gentlemen to get back to the bargaining table. 

The business community, business and industry is trying to 
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MR . NEARY : encourage the hon . gentleman to 

get back to the bargaining table . And even a former Minister 

of Energy, >.tr . Barry, the me.-nber for tolount Scio, ut·ged the 

hon. gentleman to get back to the bargaining table . Neyotiations 

is a two- way street . ~he hon . gentleman is asking the 

Government of Canada to show some sincerity . ~'iell is this 

administration prepared to show some sincerity in negotiations 

and ge t back to the bargaining table and negotiate in good 

faith? And will the Premier, while he is attending the 

First Ministers' Conference up in Ottat·la now, \"ill he take any 

new initiatives to try to get together with the Prime Minister 

and try to bring about a resolve, a settlement , of this matter 

before all the businesses in this Province go bankrupt? 

3rp < 
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MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. President of the 

Council. 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, there is no group that 

more earnestly desires to have this matter resolved through 

negotiations than this government. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: But before this government can in good 

faith sit down and negotiate this particular issue,there 

obviously has to be a recognition on both sides that we are 

entering into an agreement which neither side can tear up, 

either one day, one year, five years or ten years later. 

Surely, Mr. Speaker, that is not too much to ask. 

He asked whether the hon. the Premier 

and the Prime Minister would be getting together on this 

subject in Ottawa. The subject that they are getting together 

on is the economy, and the state of the economy - and I mean the 

'state' in all its senses -the state of the economy of Canada 

that has been occasioned by the fiscal management of the 

federal qovernment. But in connection with this business of 

get together,it has to be remembered that before the negotiations 

commenced it was the Premier of this Province who requested of 

the Prime Minister of Canada that they get together for the 

purpose of setting the parameters of the talks themselves in 

the hopes and in the expectation that this was 

necessary in order for there to be fruitful negotiations. And 

it was the Prime Minister of the country, Mr. Speaker, who 

refused to get together with the Premier. So I am quite sure, 

knowing the Premier and knowing the policy of his government, 

that this government is ready, willing and able, either in 

the person of the Premier,who is presently in Ottawa, myself 

who is the minister responsible for negotiation, or any other 

minister or any other member of caucus to get down and sit down 
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MR . MARSHALL: in earnest negotiations . But before , 

as I say, there c an be negotiations surely there has to be 

agreement on the basic tenet that any agreement entered into 

has to be one ~<lhich either side cannot reserve the right to 

tear up,because that is what the issue is all about . The 

federal government refers to preconditions . The hon . gentleman, 

who is the man servant - I cannot call him the maid 

servant- ~ut he is certainly the servant of tbe federal 

government and exhibits all of their wishes and all 
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MR.MARSHALL: 

of their cornments,urges us to get together. So I say 

to him who is so close to the Mr. Lalonde who he would 

not trust as far as he could throw him,and to Mr.Trudeau, 

if he wants to do service to this Province, then what 

the hon. gentleman should do,since he is so close to 

the federal government,is to ~rge them to negotiate in 

good faith and to negotiate on the basis of an agreement 

which the federal government will undertake with the 

people of Newfoundland and the people of Canada that they 

will not tear up afterwards. We are prepared to give 

this undertaking and we have given it,and once it is 

given we will enter into negotiations. We will not only 

enter into negotiations but,as we have already indicated, 

we are prepared to withdraw all court action. We only 

took a court action because we were forced to as a result 

of the intervention of the federal government in the 

SIU case. And we took that action and the federal 

government in turn has taken another action. That action 

has been unprecedented in Canadian annals despite the 

attempts by the Minister of Justice (Mr. ~hretien ) of 

Canada,in a base way and in a way that requires explanation 

by him,to indicate was precedented in effect has been 

unprecedented. So they have taken an unprecedented action 

which has been accepted in an unprecedented manner by 

the Supreme Court of Canada to hear this issue before 

it has gone through the normal process. So we are prepared 

to withdraw,as the Premier has indicated, the court 

actions. All we want and we honestly desire is an 

expression of sincerity by the federal government, their 

indication that they will sit down and negotiate with 

us in good faith and will negotiate with us on the 

basis that we will both enter into an agreement which 
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MR .MARSEIALL: we undertake and we expect them 

to undertake will not be torn up afterwards. 

MR.NEARY: Mr . Speaker, a supplementary. 

~ffi . SPEAKER(Russell): A supplementary. The hon . 

Leader of the Opposition . 

H.R . NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the answer just 

given by the hon . gentleman has all the logic of a 

Mad Hatter a~~inistration. Mr . Speaker, we represent 

nobody on this side of the House except the unemployed 

in this Province -

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

~ffi.NEARY: - businesses that are going 

bankrupt, young people who are looking for employment, 

sa~ior citizens who have to pay more for their drugs _ 

these are tne people 
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MR. NEARY: 

we represent on this side of the House and we are not 

servants of Ottawa or anybody else outside of this 

Province. 

What I would like to know now, 

Mr. Speaker - the han. gentleman has attached now another 

string to his bow. Instead of now talking about setting 

aside the ownership permanently, he is now using the excuse 

that somebody can tear up an agreement. Now, Mr. Speaker, 

could the han. gentleman elaborate on that? Because my 

understanding is if there is an agreement negotiated, it 

has to have the approval of the Legislature of this 

Province, the Parliament of Canada, the signatures of both 

parties. How can it be torn up? I mean, surely the han. 

gentleman is not that narrow-minded and not that suspicious, 

Mr. Speaker, to think that an agreement that is negotiated 

in good faith, signed by both parties, approved by the 

Legislature of this Province, appro·;red by the Parliament 

of Canada, that the next day they are going to tear it up. 

I mean, what kind of logic is that? 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The han. the President of the 

Council. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well, Mr. Speaker, it is not 

just logic, it happened. It h~ppened in the case of 

Australia and it can happen here. 

MR. NEARY: Oh, we are down in Australia 

now, are we? 

MR. MARSHALL: What the hon. gentleman does not 

understand - and the hon. gentleman cannot understand 

anything because I think the han. gentleman has little 

cupie dolls of the Prime Minister of Canada and 

Mr. Lalonde and Mr. Chretien, Mr. Ouellet -

MR. SIMMS: Rompkey. 
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MR. MARSHALL: - r-!r . Rompkey and all the 

rest of them, you know, that he venerates every morning 

so he cannot see beyond them. But let me try to explain 

to the hon. gentleman. If ownership is not set aside 

and the parties do not agree to set aside ownership, 

what happens ~hrough the instrument of the supremacy 

of Parliament is that notwithstanding the fact that an 

agreement is entered into, if ownership has not been 

set aside and set aside on the basis of a constitutional 

amendment, it can mean that either side, no matter what 

the agreement, no matter what the agreement, can bring 

in legislation which can cancel that agreement in the 

future. Now, this is not ordinarily available, Mr. Speaker, 

to individuals, but because of the principle of supremacy 

of Parliament, it is available to Parliaments. It is 

available to the House of Parliament and it is available 

to the Legislature, and if the hon. gentleman wants to see 

an example of it, I can give him one that is foursquare 

and that is the Reversion Act. The Reversion Act repeals 

a previous act, whjch in effect repeals <.1n a<Jrecmcnl, 

and we have no shame or we make no excuses because of it. 

We have taken that dramatic action because of the fact 

that that agreement we view to be completely unconscionable 

and one that was entered into on the basis of undue 

influence and ~any other instances. 

~ n -:( .-~ 
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MR. MARSHALL: So the fact of the matter is 

the hon. gentleman does not understand. When we say the parties 

agree to set ownership aside , we mean that the parties agree 

to set ownership aside "'.d they will not pursue that issue. 

We mean that they will engraft the agreement on joint· 

management in a constitutional amendment which will preclude 

any one of them unilaterally from cancelling that agreement. 

We mean, in effect, that either side foregoes tb.e right that 

they have by reason of parliamentary supremacy and the right 

to legislate .to unilaterally tear up the agreement. And 

that is what the issue is all about. So if the hon. 

gentleman thinks that this is based on bile and invectivP 

and hate for Ottawa and all the rest of the appellations 

that the hon. gentleman loves to dwell in , I draw to his 

attention the fact that the continent or the Commonwealth 

of Austrailia is governed by the same laws as Canada in 

this respect in that they have this principle of parliamentary 

government, of supremacy of parliament. The net result of 

that was a similar agreement was entered into which was in 

fact torn up by the Commonwealth of Austrailia,which is 

the counterpart of the federal government. Having seen 

an example like that we have seen two thinqs. We 

have seen, number one, the theory,and we have seen the 

practice,and we have enough practice from our relationships 

with the federal government in relation to our hydro 

to realize that we are not going to subject the people 

of Newfoundland to further punishment and to further bitterness 

along this line. We want to negotiate,but in summary, Mr. 

Speaker, we insist that before we enter into an agreement 

it has to be one that cannot be torn up by either side. 

In order to do this I repeat so the hon. gentleman can 

get this through his silver cranium that ownership has to 

be set aside, It has to be set aside permanently or else, 

if that is not done,what can happen is either side can tear 
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MR. MARSHALL: up the agreement. And we are not 

by way of giving Ottawa the opportunity,under any government 

ot any party,the possibility of tearing up any agreement 

that we enter into with respect to the offshore . 

SOME BON . MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 

MR. NEARY: 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): 

of the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY : 

Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. 

Supplementary, the hon . Leader 

Mr. Speaker, I am beginning to 

think that the member for Mount Scio (~tr . Barry), the former 

1-ti.nister of Energy, was absolutely 100 pel;' cent correct 

last weekend when he said that the nersonalities in these 

negotiations should be changed, and there was an example 

of it right there. The hon. gentleman is so suspicious 

about somebody tearing up something, Mr . Speaker, that he 

will not get back to che bargaining table and negotiate 

a settlement to ~~is dispute . The fact of the matter is, 

Mr. Speaker, there is a stalemate, there is a dead-end . 

At the present tim: business is becoming discouraged, 

the unemployed in the Pruvince arc discouraged, the 

heads of the churches arc discourugcd, cvcrylxxly in the 

Province is discouraged . They gave the administration 

a mandate, a mandate to negotiate a settlement and they 

are not carrying out their mandate, Mr. Speaker . 
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M"R. NEi\RY : - -- - Let me ask the hon. gentleman 

once more t-lhat can be done, because it is going to take one to 

two years, if not longer, to settle this matter in the courts. 

MR. t'IARREN : Right. 

MR . NEARY: That means the offshore is 

delayed for another year or two . The development of the 

Lower Churchill will be delayed for another year or two. The 

cost is escalating . The cost of develop.:i:ng. the Lower Churchill 

is now up around $4 billion . 

MR . MORGAN : Speech! Speech ! Question! 

Question ! Question! 

~tR . NEARY : It would be soon uneconomical -

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : Order, please! 

MR. NEARY : Why does not the hon. 

gentleman go back and finish his dance with Maggie? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : on , oh. -----
MR . NEARY : ---- Mr . Speaker , it will soon 

be uneconomical to develop the Lower Churchill. 

SOME HON . 1"E1·1BERS : Oh, oh . 

~m. Sfl l~l\KI~R : Order, please. 

The Quest~on Period 

is only thirty minutes long-, and maybe other bon. members 

to my right would like to ask some questions . So I would 

ask the hon . Leader of the Opposition (Mr . Neary) to 

be precise with hi s question , please . 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, we cannot 

wait much longer. Now let me ask the hon. gentleman again-

in all sincerity, there is a stalemate, there is a dead-end. 

Nobody is talking at the moment <>1ha t can be done to over-

come that situation -

MR. BARRETT: Get Trudeau out of office. 

MR. NEARY: - so that negotiations can resume? 

Is there anything that anybody can do to get the parties back 

to the bargaining table? Or should we just throw up our arms 

in despair and say nothing can be done? This year will run 

out and there will be no move towards getti-ng the offshore 

development going or the Lower :hurchill developed? Is there 

anything at all that can be done showing good faith on both 

side~? Not just blaming Ottawa- the hon. gentleman has to 

take his share of the blame also. What can be done? Or who 

can do anything to try to get the parties back to the bar~aininy 

table to get these problems resolved? 

MR. SPEAKER (RUssell) : The hon, President of the 

Council. 

MR. MARSHA.LL~ The hon. gentleman went ahead 

with a very interesting speech. Now one of the things he gets 

on with, you know, the usual thing• you always find when some 

one is afraid to meet reason that they get into personalities, 

and that applies to the hon. gentleman and anybody else who 

wants to talk about personalities. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL; Personalities, Mr. Speaker, 

do not enter into this at all. I challenge the hon. qentlemon 

to get up and answer what is being put to him, Mr. Speaker, because 

he cannot do it. And to get up and answer the fact that what 

is going to happen is if ownership is not set aside that the 

federal government and/or the provincial government is reservin'l 

the right to tear up the agreement. And does the hon. gentleman 

think that we should enter into an agreement which can be torn 
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MR. MARSHALL: up by the federal government 

at will? - be it a federal Liberal government , a Conservative 

C:overnmcnt or an NDP (iovernmcnt, or Mr. . Hompkev i.s party or 

the Rhinoceros party or you name whatever party it may be , 

Do vou think , Mr. Speaker, that we wouldthen be acting in the 

interest of the people? Now let the hon . gentleman and the 

other people talk , Mr. Speaker, not with respect to personalities, 

but let them talk with respect to the reason that is being put 

before them. 

With respect to the stalemate. 

I have said what has happened. This government is ready, willing, 
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MR. W. MARSHAL: able, .:~nxious, open -a nuccJ to meet 

the federal governoent at any given time with respect to 

negotiations. We do not feel that this should be resolved 

in any event by court cases. We do not have this great sanctity 

of attitude towards judges in that this should be decided 

perhaps by one judge being a majority decision of the Supreme 

Court of Canada, although it would probably be more than a majority 

from what we have seen in the past, but regardless of that, 

Mr. Speaker, we do not believe that this is a matter for 

judicial decision. This is a matter for political decision, 

for agreement in the Canadian way 1 and we are ready, willinq and 

able to negotiate in the Canadian way. But in order to do it, 

when we are representinq the people of thjs Province 1 Wt' s,1y 

again that it has to be an agreement that the other side is 

going to enter into on the firm understanding and undertaking 

that they will not tear up this agreement after it is entered 

into. And I ask the hon. member, instead of dealing with 

personalities, to address himself as to whether this is a 

reasonable, sensible, rational and responsible stand for the 

government of the people of this Province. And he can qet on 

with all he likes about the matters of despair and the economic 

situation. Sure the economic situation is bad, A lot of the 

reason for this, Mr. Speaker, is the enormous $20 billion deficit 

that has occurred in the national capital. A lot of this 

has resulted from the high interest rates that have occurred. 

A lot of this has resulted from the incapacity of the federal 

government to deal with the economic situation that not only 

affects the people of this Province but affects the people of 

all of Canada. And if the hon. gentleman there opposite or 

anybody else thinks that we are going to put this up on the 

pyre 'chat we are going put our rights with respect to the development 
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MH. \'i . MARSH.lU.L: of our resources on the offshore 

uJ) to c-ase the mistakes under which this Province and the rest 

of Canada is labouring >urely and simply because of the 

mistakes of the federal government, he has got another thought 

coming to him. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : 

t-1R . t-'.ARSHA.LL : 

Hear, hear! 

We are prepared to negotiate , 

we want to negotiate,and I challenge the hon . gentleman instead of 

~ettin~ into personalities to address himself to that . ~ he 

and his party reel that this government should enter into an 

agree.ment that the federal government can tear up at will? 

Does he feel that we should enter into an agreement such as 

they did in Nova Scotia, where the federal government has all 

the say in the management of the offshore? Does he not 

realize if that occurs that nll of benefits will flow, not 

to Nova Scotia exclusively but also in large measure to the 

Eastern Shore of the Province of Quebec , as we know? Does he 

feel, Mr . Speaker , that the benefits of the offshore should 

be tagged simply to equalization payments so that all we do 

is substitute equalization payments wi th our own resources? 

Or does he feel,as we proposed, Mr . Speaker, that the revenue 

.tncl l'h•• bt'rH.•fi t Rlwuld bl"' Ntu:-r1·P.cl t:o o~vernqc incomes , to i'lveraqe 

employment, to average taxes, to average infrastructure 'of health, 

and education? 
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MR. MARSHALL: 

That is what he should address himself to, Hr. S!leaker. Instead of 

on the one hand personalities, and on the other hand, 

Mr. Speaker, to this business of despair and 1 you know,because 

of the situation the federal government got us in that we 

should give it all away. It might interest the hon. gentleman, and 

perhaps he might like to remind this House, that a recent 

survey done by his own party, I understand with the 

financing of the Federal Liberal Party once again, has shown 

that this government on its offshore stand is in a stronger 

position that even it was on April 6th. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: So make no wonder, Mr. Speaker, with 

that knowledqe make no wonder the hon. rJCntleman's hair is 

white. It is a wonder he has got any hair at all. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am not going to be 

intimidated by the hon. gentleman. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: What we are askig the hon. gentleman 

to do, and the administration, is to use a little reason and 

a little common sense and try to resolve this matter before 

Newfoundland is ruined economically. Now, Mr. Speaker, let 

us get back to this matter of tearing up an agreement. I am 

rather intrigued by the hon. gentleman's comments. This is 

a new concept now that they have introduced into the 

negotiations as what they see as a stumbling block. The first 

real issue they were hanging their hat on was that the 

Government of Canada would not agree to put aside the offshore 

ownership permanently. That was their first stumbling block. 

Now they are brushing that aside and now they are talking about 

somebody tearing up an agreement,and I am intrigued by that. Let 

the hon. gentleman tell this House what happens when an agreement 
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MR . NEARY: is negotiated . Mr . Speaker , no one will pu·t a gun 

to the hon. gentleman's head or to the Premier ' s head to sign 

an agreement. They will only sign an agreement when it is 

in the best interest of the people of this Province and the 

people of Canada . Is that not correct, Mr . Speaker? So before 

the siqnatures go on on the aqreement,the agreement would have 

to be brought into this House and it would have to be debated 

in this House and approved in this House ; the same way it would 

have to be brought into the Parliament of Canada, Mr . Speaker, 

brought into the Parliament of G:anada and then, only then , will 

it be signed by hon. gentlemen opposite and signed by the 

Government of Canada. And Mr. Speaker, after going through 

that process and that procedure to neqotiatc a bindinq 

agreement, 
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MR.NEARY: then I fail to sec how the hon. 

gentleman can even in his -

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please! 

MR.NEARY: - wildest imagination figure 

that an agreement of that magnitude can be torn up. 

MR.SPEAKER: The hon. President of the 

Council. 

MR .MARSHALL: I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, 

why the hon. gentleman can fail to see the light.It is not r1 

new concept. It might be a new revelation to the hon. 

gentleman, it might be the first time that we are getting 

through to the hen. gentleman. I hope it is because the 

hon. gentleman is so friendly with Messrs.Lalonde and Chretien 

and Trudeau that maybe he can get through to them,and 

Mr. Rompkey, where we cannot. Now let me explain it and 

let me explain it so the hon. gentleman can perhaps 

understand it,even though that might be an impossibility 

in itself. 

Mr.Speaker, there is a principle 

of supremacy of parliament. Any law that this legislature 

makes, any agreement that this legislation makes, can be 

repealed. It can be repealed by an act of this legislature 

by bringing in another act cancelling it. The hon. gentleman 

knows this. He sat in the legislature for over twenty years, 

he has seen u lot of ilcts rcpeul cd and he hils seen thj s 

happen. The same thing can happen with respect -

MR.SPEAKER(Russell): Order, please! I will permit 

the hon. President of the Council thirty seconds to finish up his 

answer. Then Question Period will be over. 

L'lK. l'iEA:KY : Boy,you are finished anyway. 
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MR.MARSHALL: Thirty seconds is a long time, 

Mr. Speaker, to try to get over some thirty or forty or 

fifty years of ignorance. 

MR.SIMMS: Hear, hear! 

MR.Ml\RSHALL: ~et me say this to the hon.gentle-

man that what applies here is the principle of the supremacy 

of parliament,and when you enter into an agreement the 

parliament of this Province, the legislature or the 

Commons can bring in an act cancelling that agreemen~ 

repealing the legislation. What we ask when we say that 

ownership be set aside isthat it be set aside in a 

constitutionnl process so that ncitht•r sicte c~n change 

the agreement without the consent of the other. That is 

the true essence of an agreement between individuals and 

we want to make that apply to the two governments. And 

surely even in the hon. gentleman's estimation , surely 

that is not unreasonable. 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR.SPEAKER (Russell) : 

MR.HODDER: 

The hon. member for Port au Port. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present 

a petition on behalf of twenty-three residents of the 

community of Abrahams Cove in the district of Port au Port. 

The prayer of the petition, Mr. Speaker, says that'We,the 

res i dl~n t s n r l\bruhnms Cove and surrounding communi ties, 

petition the provincial government to upgrade our woods 

road The road is located near the center of Abrahams 

Cove and is used by approximately fifteen families and 

is essential to our livelihood. The road needs ballast 

over a small bog measuring approximately 250 feet and 

would cost in the vicinity of $1500. We ask the Department 

of Forestry to provide funds for this project.' 

Now, Mr.Speaker, I think the 

petition speaks for itself. 
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MR. HODDER: The woods road is very important 

to the community. It is a very small community which has 

not asked for a lot in the past years; I think this is 

probably one of the first things they have asked for. 

They are not millionaires in this little community; they 

are mostly small boat fishermen who try to make a living 

as best they can. 

AN HON . MEMBER: How many people? 

MR. HODDER: The hon. member asks how many 

people. I would say there are somewhere around perhaps 

thirty families. 

MR. MORGAN: I am sorry. 

I could not hear where it was. 

MR. HODDER: Abrahams Cove, in the dist.rict 

of Port au Port, is near the crossroads where the 

road changes to go to Piccadillv or to go to the Cape 

St. George area. It is near that area. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the people 

in this area are dependent on the forest for their fuel. 

As I said, they are not rich people but hard working 

people who need this particular road. It is not a lot 

of money, and I would ask the Minister of Forestry 

(Hr. Power) to look into this matter- not just to take the 

petition and to file it away somewhere- to look into 

this particular case, to have some of his officials 

look at the road to see if the citizens cannot be helped, 

because this has caused some hardship for them during the 

months when they have to get the wood out to their homes. 

I ask that the petition be 

tabled and referred to the department to which it relates. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell ) : The hon. the Minister of Forest 

Resources and Lands. 
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MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, we will certainly 

be glad to respond to the petition presented by the member. 

Certainly we have a system in Newfoundland of priorizing 

woods roads and where roads shall be built,either for 

access to domestic cuttin~ of timber or for pulpwood or 

for saw logs. Certainly in the Province over the last 

four or five year~ through the assistance of a DREE 

agreement, this government has built a tremendous number 

of access roads. This year we will spend several millions 

of dollars in creating access roads in the Province to 

get access to wood and pulpwood and saw logs for the 

people of this Province. In the case of the community 

mentioned,we will certainly do the very best we possibly 

can, realizing, Mr. Speaker, that we have many, many 

requests for access roads around the Province and sometimes 

it is not practical. to build a $100,000 road to get to 

$50,000 worth of wood. So we have a system of priorizing 

our access roads in the Province and certainly we will 

take this petition in light of all of the other requests 

that we have in the Province and do the very best we can 

with it. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : 

MR. ANDREWS : 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Environment. 

MR. ANDREWS: 

Are there any other petitions? 

Mr. Speaker. 

The han. the Minister of 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my 

colleague, the member for Windsor - Buchans (Mr. McLennan), 

I ask permission to table a petition from some 230 citizens, 

residents of the Millertown area, expressing their concerns 

about a proposed spray programme by Abitibi-Price undE~ 

the supervision of the Department of Environment. 

In doing so, I appreciate the concerns of the citizens 

here. I have had discussions with the gentlemen who 
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MR. ANDREWS: brought the petition to 

St. John's, but I would also like to reassure the 

citizens of our concerns and our intentions 
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MR. ANDREWS: 

to very severely monitor the programme and remind this hon. 

House that permission has not been granted for the company to 

qo ahead and carry out this small test project. 

I would also like to say once 

aqain for the umpteenth time tha~ this product that is being 

sprayed is safe for humans. It does not contain dioxons of 

any kind. It is not Agent Orange. I will say that again, it 

is not Agent Orange. 

So with these things in our minds, 

Mr. Speaker, and if the company comes with a proper proposal 

that will guarantee to our benefit and under our monitoring that 

the programme will be monitored properly,we will permit this, 

but not if they will not follow our directions right down the 

line. 

This test project offers us a 

possibility and a good possibility to learn something about 

the advantages or the disadvantages of such a project. We have 

been informed by forestry people that such a project on a large 

scale could greatly increase the yield of fibre in the Newfoundland 

forest, possibly. We do not know. We were also in some 

trepidation ~f the dangers of this type of programme affecting 

the whole environment, in particular the wildlife aspect. But 

it is with this in mind that if approval is given it will be to 

find out. We do not want to live constantly in ignorance. There 

is a possibility that it could be of some great benefit to our 

society in Newfoundland, there is also a possibility that down 

the road it could do us a lot of harm. 

So this is a small test project and 

if it does go ahead I certainly think we will know a lot about 

our environment and about how chemicals work. 
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The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, certainly last night 

when the hon. gentleman appeared on television he did nothing 

to instill confidence in the minds of the people of Millertown, 

or any other part of Newfoundland,as far as this spray programme 

is concerned. The interviewer had the upper hand of the hon. 

gentleman all the way and I think most Newfoundlanders were 

shocked to learn, Mr. Speaker, that the Environmental 

Advisory Board was not allowed to consider this matter. and 

that one of the hon. gentleman's officials, one of the officials 

in the han. gentleman's department -

MR. ANDREWS: I did not say that. 

MR. NEARY: No, but the interviewer had spoken 

to one of the officials in the hon. gentleman's department~ The 

hon. gentleman could not answer it and that is what shocked me 

about it, how little the hon. gentleman knew about this subject. 

And you talk about living in ignorance, Mr. Speaker~There 1•as 

an example last night right in living colour in your living­

room of somebody living in ignorance. 

DR. COLLINS: Is this debate? 

MR. NEARY: No, it is not debate. Mr. Speaker, 

I am supporting the petition. 

DR. COLLINS: Oh good. 
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am 

supporting the petition, but I would warn the hon. 

gentleman that he should take all the steps under 

the Environme ntal Act, the legislation in this Province 

and allow the advisory board, the Environmental Advisory 

Board to take a look at this project before approval 

is given. 

MR.ANDREWS: On a point of order, Mr. 

Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER(Russell): Order, please! 

On a point of order, the 

hon. the Minister of the Environment. 

MR . ANDRF.WS: I think the hon. the 

Leader of the Opposition(Mr. Neary) is a little 

confused. That is the next step in the environmental 

procedure, that before this goes any further, at this 

point in time, it goes to the Pesticide Advisory 

Board, the proposal by the company. 

MR. NEARY: That is not a point of 

order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. minister has 

not raised a valid point of order. 

The hon. the Leader of 

the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. 

gentleman told us in the House last week that the 

company was pretty near getting the permit to go ahead 

with this project. Now, the hon. gentleman, now when 

he is backed up in a corner and the pressure comes on, 

now the hon. gentleman says it will be referred to the 

Environmental Advisory Board, and that is exactly the 

point -
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MR. ANDREWS: You do not know how 

the plan works, boy. Read that. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, if I may. 

That was the point that was made last night by the 

interviewer. 

And also, Mr. Speaker, 

let me ask the hon. gentleman this question about 

the animals in the area. We understand from the 

people of Millertown, who are familiar with that 

area, that it is one of the areas of Newfoundland that 

has the highest moose population in the whole Province, 

and other animals, Mr. Speaker, a very high population. 

The hon. gentleman talks about monitoring; right now 

they do not know what the animal population is in the 

area, the hon. gentleman's department does not know, 

so how is he going to compare, if he does monitor the 

project, six months, a year down the road? What is 

he going to compare it with when they do not have the 

statistics in the hon. gentleman's department? 

MR. ANDREWS: Do you want me to 

answer? 

MR. NEARY: Well, the hon.gentleman 

had an opportunity to answer it last night and he 

could not answer it. 

MR. ANDREWS: That was because I had 

not given permission for the spray project. You are 

assuming that we have given permission. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, there should 

be an assessment of that hundred acres they are going 

to spray to determine the number of animals, the kinds 

of animals in that area so that at least we would have 

something to compare the information that we are going to get 

six months or a year from now, we will be able to compare 

it with what is there at the present time. 

::\FI~' 



June 30, 1982, Tape 1835, Page 3 -- apb 

MR. N~ARY: Mr. Speaker, this 2,4,0 

was used in South Viet Nam, the hon. gentleman 

admitted 
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MR. NEARY: 

that last night, and that is enough to scare the people. Any 

kind of spraying, Mr. Speaker, is pretty scary business. 

And what they are doing, Mr. Speaker, the reason they are 

spraying is they want to destroy the hardwood because it 

is retarding the growth, so the hon. gentleman tells us, of 

the softwood. And, Mr. Speaker, if they want to destroy the 

hardwood,Ottawa just announced a big employment programme, 

why not employ Newfoundlanders and go out and cut the wood, 

or do some forest management in that area? Why is there a 

need to spray at all? 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I support 

the prayer of the petition which was circulated by the people 

of Millertown. I am very sympathetic to these people in 

that area. And I would hope that the hon. gentleman would 

go through all of the procedures and all the process before 

he comes down on the side of the company. This government, 

Mr. Speaker, this administration always seems to come down 

on the side of big business. And this is one time that I 

hope the hon. gentleman will resist that temptation and 

make sure that every avenue has been explored before any 

permit is given to the company to spray a hundred acres 

five or six miles from the community of Millertown. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell) : 

Council. 

MR. HARSHALL: 

Are there any other petitions? 

Private Members Day. 

The hon. President of the 

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I 

may in the spirit of conciliation request,if it is possible 

at all the government would be amenable, it is a government 

private members motion that is coming up , but the 

Opposition were agreeable to it, Mr. Speaker, we could dispense 
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~ .!.-Ml\RSHALL : with it today for the purpose 

of going on with government business. Of course, it is up to 

the Rouse and the Opposition as well. But our side would 

be prepared to do it . 

MR. SPEA~(Russell) : The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY : - - --- Well, Mr . Speaker, we have 

no objection to dispensing with Private Members Day as long 

as the government will introduce measures that are meaningful 

to the people of this Province. 

SOl'IE BON. MEMBERS : Rear, hea.r! 

MR. NEJ\RY: We woul<l like to know, Mr . 

Speaker, what business the government intends to transact · 

We are satisified to forego Private Members Day. 

MR. SPEAKER The hon . President of the 

Council . 

i"1R. MARSHALL: I can respond to the hon. 

member by saying, of course, the matter that is 
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MR. W. MARSHALL: before the House now on regular 

business, the appointment of parliamentary secretaries which 

I would not anticipate would have too much debate ~lthough it 

may well; it is a very dangerous thing for a person on the 

government's side to say. But it is just a non sequitur as it were· , 

you can take it in that sense- and then we will follow with the 

Budget Speech and then afterwards 1 but not necessarily in this 

order, we have to deal with the Hydro Bill, which requires 

a certain amount of borrowing for the great works that we intend 

wrought in this Province, there is a matter of the Workers' 

Compensation Act, which is going to make certain accomodation 

particularly with respect to the Ocean Ranger situation 1 and one 

or two other bills, mainly around the financial provisions of the 

thing. But I would suggest to the han. gentleman, without 11:ishing 

to confrontationalist or that, that we will have a debate 

on the Budget. 

AN HON. MEHBER: You have convinced us. 

MR. MARSHALL: Convinced. Okay, thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

I thank the Opposition. 

MR. SPEAKER (Russell ) : Do we have unanimous consent to 

dispense with Private Members Day? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed. 

MR. MARSHALL: Order 45 Bill No. 45. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the 

Opposition (Mr. S. Neary) adjourned the debate last night . 

MR. s. NEARY: Mr. Speaker. 

MIL SPEAKEH: 'l'hc ~ !ton. ---·-------- - th ~' l .(• .tdt'r n r th e Oppds i I i 011 . 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I do not have t oo 

much more to say about this . Mr. Speaker , I used all the adjectiv"s 

and all the hard language that I could muster up yesterda y 
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MR. S. NEARY: afternoon to indicate to the 

House and to the penple of this Province what we thought of 

these appointments where the administration is now in the 

process of appointing four additional parliamentary secretaries 

to ministers. We feel this is unnecessary, we feel it is 
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MR. NEARY: a waste of taxpayer money and 

Mr. Speaker, it is another example of extravagance and political 

patronage on the part of the administration. 

Mr. Speaker, they are going to 

ram this bill through the House whether we like it or not. 

This government in a very short time, since April 6th, has 

become very arrogant, very dictatorial and they are making 

decisions, Mr. Speaker, that are not logical. 

MR. TULK: The Premier has to have his 

holidays. 

Ml:. NEARY: It is not necessary for ministers 

to have parliamentary secretaries. We have one department 

that has already been devided and the Minister of rommnnications 

(Mr. Doyle) who has only a budget of a hundred-and-some-~dd 

thousand dollars, we have the Minister of Rural 

and Northern Development (Mr. Goudie) who has a very small 

department. 

MR. TULK: You left out agriculture. 

MR. NEARY: Is agriculture part of his 

responsibility? 

MR. TULK: Yes. 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the number of political 

appointments that are bci ng made by this aclmi ni stratiun arc 

friqhtening. 

MR. TOBIN: What? 

:1J!R. NEARY : Political appointments, straight 

political appointments. The hon. gentleman made one recently 

with the Chairman of the Agricultural Marketing Board. The 

han. ~P.ntlP.man would not consider that a political appointment? 

MR. TOBIN: No. 

MR. NEARY: It is a political appointment . 

AH HON. ~mMBER: A political garbage bag. 

MR. NEARY: I see. 

But it is a political appointment. 

:t n ~~ 



June 30, 1982 Tape No. 1838 SD- 2 

MR. NEJ\RY: ----------· But I am not talking exclusively 

<:ll><>ut LIIL' hon . ministe•·, I am talkin~ Jb<>ul the administration 

as a whol e , all the ministers , the number of political appointments 

they are making. They are by-passing the Public Service Commission . 

/\N HON . MEMBER : That is not true . 

_tl~- NEARY_:__ It is true . They are going on 

bended knee, they are going and genuflecting in front of the 

Premier and kissing his picture and saying, ' Mr. Premier, we do 

not \oJant to accept number one on the list we want to accept 

number two or three. \'le do not want to accept the recommendation of the 

Public Service Commission .' 

Mr . Speaker, the administration 

brought in a policy that is frightening . When the Premier wrote 

,, memo to t-he ministers .-mn l'lnid , ' You do nnt have to pick number 

one u n Lhc list , but il you tlu not pick numbe r one you have to 

come and seek my permission in order to appoint anyone other than 

number one on the list . 

Mr. Speaker, they are so 

disgusted with the arrogance and the behavior of the government 

members that no wonder they are leaving the qallery . Mr. Speaker , that 

is a bad, bad policy . It leaves the hiring in the Public Service 

wide open for abuse. But \-le are not talking about that now, we are 

talking abnut 
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MR. NEARY: 

parliamentary secretaries,which are an unnecessary evil. 

They are an unnecessary evil and all the Premier is trying 

to do is the Premier is trying to buy the loyalty of four 

members of his backbench who are disgruntled and disillusioned 

and discouraged because they did not get any recognition or 

because they did not get invited into the Cabinet. That is 

the problem, Mr. Speaker. 

So the Premier decided he needed 

more lap dogs and more flunkies, Mr. Speaker, to use the 

han. gentleman's term. These, Mr. Speaker, these are 

parliamentary lap doqs, or parliamentary flunkies, that 

is what they are. And I think, Mr. Speaker, that the people 

of this Province, the taxpayers who are struggling, will be 

disgusted when the word filters out from this House that what 

we are" doing here is instead of debating a bill, or debating 

measures or policies that would help the unemployed in 

this Province, instead of debating measures that would help 

people pay their mortgaqes, or help people cope with the cost 

of living, or help young people who are getting married to go 

out and buy a new homes, instead of helping senior citizens 

to cope with the high cost of drugs, prescriptions, instead of 

helping young people get trained for employment, instead 

of helping the sick and the needy and the handicapped, and the 

halt and the lame, instead of bringing in these kind of 

policies and these kind of measures,in the dying days of this 

part of the session of the House, Mr. Speaker, they are bringinq 

in a bill to appoint four of their buddies parliamentary 

assistants, parliamentary lap dogs and parliamentar flunkies, 

flunkies who will carry the suitcases and the briefcases for the 

ministers, and when they go off to the Super Bowl and 
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MR.NF.l\RY: 

when they go cJlobe trotting and waltzing with Margaret 

they will have a lap dog or a flunkey to carry their 

briefcase or to carry their papers, Mr.Speaker. And, 

Mr. Speaker, that is enough to turn the stomachs of 

the taxpayers of this Province. Mr. Speaker, I do 

not know if there is anything else I can say about 

this. 

MR. BUTT: Sit down. You are only making 

a fool of yourself. 

MR.NEARY: The hon. gentleman happens to 

be one of the lap dogs, Mr.Speaker, No wonder he is 

interrupting me over there. The hon. gentleman had 

0reut ambitions.Whcn the election was overand he had increased 

his majority , his chest came out about six inches 

and he said,'I am Cabinet material, I am going to be 

invited into the Cabinet.' And what a swift kick he 

got, Mr. Speaker, what a letdown. 

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, what a letdown 

for the member for Conception Bay South (Mr. Butt) and 

what a letdown for all the other hon. gentleman who 

could not weasel their way into the Cabinet,who 

threatened a palace revolt. Mr. Speaker, I am convinced 

that after the member for Mount Scio (Mr.Barry),who 

was the Minister of Energy, after he resigned-! would 

think that he had a pretty fair following in the 

Cabinet-and when the han. gentleman resigned as Minister 

of Energy and he appeared to be very popular, a very 

popular minister throughout the Province,! would think 

that there was dissention in the ranks that we have 

not even heard about yet 1 and that the Cabinet was divided 
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MR . NEARY : and there was a power struggle 

going on within the Cabinet . And I would think that the 

present Minister of Energy (Mr .Marshall) 

MR .TULK: The member for Stephenville {Mr . 

Stagg) has never supported the Premier. 

~ffi . NEARY: That is right. And I would think 

that the hon . member for Stephenville (Mr . Stagg), who is 

now one of the parliamentary lap dogs, I would think that 

the hon. gentleman was a follower of the Minister of 

Energy at that time, the member for Mount Scio (Mr . Barry) . 

But then the hon. gentleman had to denounce him. In order 

to get back into thegood graces of the Premier and the 

Government House Leader, 
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MR. NEARY: the hon. gentleman had 

to denounce the member for Mount Scio(Mr. Barry). So, 

Mr. Speaker, I would think at the time there were two 

factions -

M~. BUTT: 

MR. NEARY: 

Nobody wants your job. 

I have one of the most 

responsible jobs in this Province. You have to have 

eyes in the back of your head. You have to have eyes 

in the back of your head, Mr. Speaker, to watch this 

honourable crowd. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh! 

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, what a 

responsibility this is, to try to keep this crowd 

straightened out and to try to keep them honest. 

Mr. Speaker, I would 

think there were two factions in the Cabinet at that 

time, one led by the minister who resigned and one led 

by the Premier and his Siamese twin, the Minister of 

Energy(Mr. Marshall). So, Mr. Speaker, the election is 

over, the minister resigned-

MR. TOBIN: 

MR. NEARY: 

You only won by 21 votes. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the 

fact of the matter is that when you win you win. It 

is not like the N.H.L., or it is not like the American 

Baseball League, there are no semi-finals, there are 

no play-offs, you either win or lose. And i ·t does not 

make any difference, winning by one vote is just the 

same as winning by a million, the same thing. If you 

win you win. 

And I am sure my friend, 

the member for Naskaupi(Mr. Goudie) feels that he is a 

winner, and rightly so. The bon. gentleman had to go 

through a judicial recount to prove that he was a 

winner. The bon. gentleman is a winner. 

MR. TOBIN: He doubled his majority. 

;\R>~q 
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MR. SIM?-1S: 

MR. NEARY : 

MR . SIMMS: 

sure. 

MR. NEARY: 

thirty-six . 

MR. TOBIN: 

now. 

MR. NEARY: 

Here? 

Right there, yes . 

He doubled his majority 

Doubled his majority, 

Talk about your majority 

Yes. Mine was even more 

than the hon. gentleman's, but majorities do not mean 

anything. You either win or lose in politics. You 

either win or lose. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have 

these two factions in the Cabinet. As a result of the 

resignation of the former Minister of Energy(Mr. Barry) 

with his following, it looked like there may be a 

number of people who were disgruntled in the Cabinet who 

may do something drustic. And then you had the Siamese 

twin, the Premier and the present Minister of Energy 

(Mr. Marshall) . So in order to win the support of the 

followers of the member for Mount Scio, who is now 

just a backbencher in this Rouse, and the fact that they 

had been overlooked when the Cabinet reshuffle was 

taking place, these two things combined, ~~- Speaker, 

made it look like there was going to be a palace revolt . 

And so what did the hon . the Premier do? He called them 

in, they genuflected and they kissed his picture 
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MR. NEARY: and he laid on the hands to 

m;:~kc p<u·l imL~ntary f\ unkoys or rarl i.mentary lup doqs of the hon. 

qentlemen -

MR. STAGG: That is not fair 
---

MR. TULK: What else are you? 'Neil says, 

' Jump!' and yo4 qay, ' How high?' 

MR. STAGG: It might be true but it is 

not nice to say it. 

MR. NEARY: - with a promise -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: - Mr. Speaker, it was done wit~ 

a promise of things to come. And hon. gentlemen are sitting over 

there now in wild anticipation, Mr. Speaker. They cannot wait. 

They were told by the hon. the Premier that within a matter -

MR. HODDER: Like doqs in heat. 

MR. NEARY: 
---

Yes, they are just like dogs 

in heat over there now, Mr. Speaker -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. NEARY: - waiting to get invited into 

the Cabinet. 1\nd the Premier has told these bon. qentlemen that 

all they have to do is to wait five or six or seven months 

when there is a major Cabinet reshuffle, when some of the 

ministers who did not support the Premier will then be put 

out to pasture, and this would be a training ground and seven or 

eight months from now they would be invited into the Cabinet and 

all would be sweetness and light. Now, Mr. Speaker, let me 

say this to the hen. qentlemen, that I sat on the government side 

of the House for six and one-half years as a private member, as a 

backbencher, and there is nothing more frustrating, Mr. Speaker, as 

being a backbencher on the government side of the House, support.i..1g -

MR. STAGG: There is one thing more 

frustrating, being a backbencher on the Opposition side of the 

House. 

MR. NEARY: Oh, this is where the action is, 

over here, Mr. Speaker. 
.':1 R 7 n 
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MR. NEARY: And, Mr . Speaker, I would say 

this,to wind up my few remarks, that the hon . the Premier 

has only bought temporary peace. He has only quietened 

down his backbenchers for the time being . With forty­

four m~~ers, Mr. Speaker, with the large number of 

backbenchers , ! would say that there is an awful lot of 

discontent in the backbenchers on that side of the House, 

that they are awfully disillusioned, that members are 

getting awfully discouraged. They have to sit there 

day in and day out completely mute like dummies . When 

they see the ~linister of Energy (Mr. ~wxshall) get up 

and make a fool of himself as he did during the Question 

Period today and on other occasions, they hang their 

heads in shame. When they see the Premier blow his cool 

and become hysterical and manic in the House, 

~ r. ., . 
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MR. NEJ\RY: waving his arms, wild-

eyed, ready to fight, and when they see the Minister of 

Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) the mess that he has made of the 

fisheries in this Province, the chaotic condition of the 

fisheries, and to hear the hon. gentleman blame it on the 

CBC because they will not interview him , they hang their 

heads in shame. But, Mr. Speaker, they have to support 

that kind of philosophy, that kind of policy whether they 

like it or not. And if they want to get their little 

handout, if they want to stand in line and wait their turn, 

Mr. Speaker, they may be rewarded one of these days. 

MR. HUuu~.;: some of them may be. 

~, __!:!EARY__:_ Some of them may be rewarded 

with a parliamentary lap dog appointment, like the member 

for Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) or Conception Bay South (Mr. 

Butt) or St. John's West (Mr. Barrett). The member for 

St. John's West was a born flunky. He has all the 

characteristics, Mr. Speaker, of a valet , a personal 

v~1Pt, a gentleman who can carry briefcases and carry 

suitcases and wash out the underwear or the hon. gentlemen 

when they are in their posh hotels. The member for St, John's 

West would be good at washing out their socks and hanging them 

up to dry, and giving their boxer shorts a·rinse.The hon. 

gentleman is built for it, made for it, born for that kind of 

a position. The hon. gentleman never thought in his wildest 

imagination that he would ever be able to realize his ambition 

as a parliamentary valet or a parliamentary flunky. The 

hon. gentleman was born to that job. 

So, Mr. Speaker, if hon. 

gentlemen would just be patient, line up, they may be rewarucn 

in the end. They may be rewarded in the end, and I would 

suspect that is where some of them will be rewarded. Because 

six or seven months from now '"hen the reshuffle does take 
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MR . NEARY : --- place and some of t he old 

guard are turffed out or flicked out, you are still goinq 

to have discontent in the ranks of the backbenchers. There 

is no way you can overcome it . You ca nnot buy the members off . 

You will only buy them off in the short- term, on a temporary 

basis , and then the trouble will erupt again . One 1 they will 

become jealous , envious, and greedy, Mr . Speaker . ~nd 

MR . HODDER: Create their own little bure~ucracics . 

MR. NEARY : --- Tna~ is right . ~nd they will 

form their own little c~s in the backbenches and in the 

Cabinet, and I would think that you are going to have trouble 

for a long time to come , Mr . Speaker . 

So having made those few 

remarks , Mr . Speaker, I have to tell the House that we are 

going to vote against this bill . We are not in favour , 

we are not in favour of this k±nd of extravagance and waste . 
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June 30, 1982 Tape No. 1844 MJ - 1 

MR. S. NEARY: And, Mr. Speaker,in all fairness 

to the taxpayers of this Province we will be voting against 

these appointments. 

SOME liON. MEHBERS: Oh, oh! 

~lR. SPEAKER. (Aylward) : Order, olease! 

MR. W. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Whenthe hon. the President of the 

Council speaks, he will close the debate. 

The hon. the President of the Council. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, having listened to 

the hon. gentleman, I can only marvel at the consununate good 

taste and judgement of his Royal Highness Prince Charles and 

Lady Diana in refusing to call their first-born Stephen. 

SOME HON. HEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. Ml\RSHALL: Mr. SpeakPr, nothing that the 

hon. gentleman has said, you know, requires any reply. This 

bill has been introduced for the purpose of establishing 

parliamentary secretaries, which is another great step forward 

in this administration of involving people who are elected 

to this House in the affairs of government. We did this, as the 

hon. gentleman knows, by establishing committees, committees 

to examine into the estimates and all sorts of committees, 

committees coming out of your ears everywhere - the flag 

Committee, the hon. member for St. John's North (Mr. J. Carter), 

made one of his most distinguished contributions to it, the 

Election Committee,·the Resource Committee, Government Services 

Committee and so on. We have done it by strenghtening the ~ouse 

by the Question Period. For want of something better, the 

other day I happened to pick up the records of the House 

of Assembly in 1951 and reading through it . And do you know 

what they had to do in that day, Mr. Speaker? They were not allowed 
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MR. MARSHALL: to ask questions. Did you know that? 

They had to get up and give notice that in some time in the 

future they would be asking a question on such-and-such a 

topic. That is the way it was. But we changed all that. 

We put in a Question Period, and this is another part of the 

strenghtening of the fabric of government. The hon. gentleman 

calls them flunkeys and such other pejorative terms that he is 

very versed in using, but in point of fact the four or five 

members involved, and other members will be involved in the 

future, will make a considerable contribution to the workings 

of government and what this represents is yet another step of 

this government in the involving of elected members in lhc 

affairs of government and seeing that the very capable people 

on this side of the House can make an effective contribution. 

I would also point out at the same time, Mr. Speaker, that the 

bill touches upon the Opposition House Leader (Mr. Hodder). 

Now there was no such thing as Opposition House Leader, I 

remembe·r when the former Premier - created such a position. 

I happened to be in the elevator at the time with the late 

hon. Leslie Curtis, and he was at that time retired, but I 

remember him mentioning to me, he said, 'Opposition House Leader? 

I have never heard of it. I never heard of it in the annals 

of parliamentary democracy. There is no such thing exists.' 

The hon. member from Port au Port (Mr. Hodder) does not exist. 

MH. ST2\.GG: 1' 1:opose an amcndmen t. 

MR. MARSHALL: But we put it in and we have given the 

Opposition House Leader security. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. MARSHALL: 

to do it. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

So this is just another instance of -

Delete it. Delete it. 

We can delete if the hon. gentleman wishes 

Delete it. Delete it. 
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MR. MARSHALL: We have taken steps here to secure 

the Opposition House Leader in his position and we will continue 

to support ] t. 'T'hc hon. the former Spc;tker here is too shy, he 

remembers his non-partisan times, he refers from time to time 

to the hon. gentlemen- I think it is very apt, and I think it is 

very appropriate - as 

MR. SIMMS: 

MR. MARSHALL: 

Snow White and the seven dwarfs. 

Seven political dwarfs. 

Seven political dwarfs. If I remember 

some of their names that come to mind that could appear to all 

of them, Sleepy and Dopey and Sleezy - I do not know which one -

MR. SIMMS: Winky, Sleepy -

MR. MARSHALL: - Winky, weepy and Sleepy, I do not know 

which one we would call which. But, Mr. Speaker, from the speech -

MR. SIMMS: I hope the media gives me the credit 

for it. 

MR. MARSHALL: Yes, I do not want to steal the hon. 

gentleman's thunder, but every now and then he still thinks 

he is in the Chair, Mr. Speaker, and I still spy him talking to 

the members of the Opposition. Is that not disgraceful? You know, 

absolutely disgraceful. 

MR. SIMMS: I apologize. I apologize. 

MR. MARSHALL: So I thought he would be too 

reticent because he has had it written down and has been passing 

it to me and urging me on for the past five or six days. 

MR. SIMMS: Because you are are nasty,se£,boy. 

MR. MARSHALL: That is it. But anyway, Mr. Speaker, 

there was nothing to reply to in what the hon. gentleman said, 

We have great pride in introducing this bill which is going to 

involve government members in the affairs of government and we 

heartily commend it for second reading • 
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On moLion , a bill, "An 1\.ct 'l'o Provide For 

The Appointment Of Parliamentary Secretaries To Ministers Of 

The Cro\-m," read a second time, ordered referred to a Committee 

of the l>lhole House on tomorro\~ . (Bill No . 45) . 

MR . MARSHALL: We will get into first readinqs now . 

Motion 3. This i s''" Act Respecting An Increase Of Certain 

Pensions .• I am sorry not to give you warning of that, 

Mr . Speaker, notice of it . 

On motion, Bill No . 53, "An Act Respecting 

An Increase Of Certain Pensions," read a first time, ordered 

read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR . MARSHALL : Motion 4 . 

On motion, Bill No . 54, "An Act Respecting 

An Increase Of Certain Pensions For Transferred Employees," read 

a first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow . 
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MH. MARSHALL: Motion 5. 

Motion, the hon. the Minister 

of Finance to introduce a bill, "An Act To Amend The 

Gasoline Tax Act, 1978," carried. (Bill No. 55). 

On motion, Bill No. 55 read 

a first time, ordered read a second time on tomorrow. 

MR. MARSHALL: Budget Debate, Motion l. 

MIL SPEAKEH (Aylward) : Motion 1, Budget Debate. 

The hon. the President of the 

Council (Mr. Marshall) adjourned the debate. 

The hon. the President of the 

Council. 

SOME !ION. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I have no intention 

of speaking to the House and the Opposition for too long 

a period of time, who have been, I consider, subjected 

to enough of that punishment alre~dy today. But there 

are one or two points that I would like to bring out in 

the Budget debate. A long time ago, most of the stuff, 

I think most of the observations have already been made 

with respect to this budget because we have gone through 

extensive periods of reviews of the estimates by various 

committees. We have gone through Committee of the Whole 

and we have gone through certain expenditure bills. 

But I do recall that the principal speaker from the 

Opposition was the hon. the member for Port au Port 

(Mr. Hodder),and it is with a certain amount of regret 

that I find on reviewing his speech that the hon. 

gentleman chose, obviously by design, to overlook the 

positive parts with respect to the policies of this 

government in its financial matters. And specifically, 

I think the most important thing, Mr. Speaker, which 
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~. ~SHALL : has been said over and over 

again, is that the Minister of Finance (Dr . Collins) 

has brought in a budget that is balanced on current 

account. l'he current account predicts a surplus of 

$5,400,000. And that is no small feat, Mr . Speaker, 

when you consider that this, being the poorest province 

of Canada, is the only Province in Eastern Canada to 

have been able to bring in a budget which shows a surplus 

in current account . The Province of Quebec is borrowing 

this year just under $3 billion. Just under $2 billion 

of that is a deficit on current account, not a surplus 

but a deficit, And when provinces do that, what in effect 

they are doing is they are on a very dangerous and 

sli ppery slope because they are borrowing really in 

effect to pay their grocery bills, t .he current expenses. 

The Province of Ne\.; Brunswick has come in with a deficit 

on current account to the tune of $60 million or $70 million . 

The Province of 
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MR. Ml\RSl!ALL: Nova Scotia,despite the fact that 

Lhc l'ruvincc ol Nova Scotia has raised its sales tax by 2 per 

cent, its personal income tax by 4 per cent and raised all 

other levels of taxes , still is coming in with a deficit 

of $130 million. That is why the achievement, which is what 

it is, of this government in bringing in a balanced current 

account is a mammoth achievement and I think it is certainly 

very, very noteworthy and speaks well for the management of 

this Province. 

At the same time we were doing 

that, Mr. Speaker, we were able to provide such other things 

as $47 million being injected into capital expenditures 

for building and equipping of schools. We have managed 

to provide $2.5 million extra to assist schoo] boards in 

their financial difficulties. These are just some of the 

highlights. 

The retnil sales ta~ we are 

bringing in a measure as an incentive for capital investment 

where there is purchase of machinery and equipme~t for 

the provision of employment, a stirn_ulative measure. Again 

retail sales tax exemptions Will be provided for small sawmill 

operators. So that is a very positive move. Another positive 

move is we provided a 10 per cent increase for public 

service pensions and we have also provided a commensurate 

increase in social assistance rates effective May 1st, 1982. 

We have been able to provide, 

and still provide a balance budget, Mr. Speaker, for chronic 

care beds in St. Patrick's Home, in the Harbour Lodge and 

in Springdale and in Grand Bank. You know, that in itself 

is a tremendous achievement. ~d along with that we have been 

able to provide health facilities for Channel- nort aux Basques. 

We hear the hon. gentlemen there opposite bleating and 

crying from time to time that we a.re not providing anything 

for Opposi ton districts, and Channel happens to be one, temporarily 

albeit and only by the skin of his teeth because he is a 

::~ n ~ ,.1 
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MR . MARSHALL : skin- of-the- teeth member, the 

present member, the Leader of the Opposition {Mr . Neary) . So . 

we are building a hospital there . We are planning a new 

hospital for the Burin Peninsula . We are planning the expnnsion 

of phase two of the Bonavista hospital . We are st<trtiny in 

Clarenville, we commenced completion of planning and we are 

going to start the construction this year of a new hospital 

in Clarenville . We provided new community clinics in Labrador 

in Black Tickle and Fox Harbour. 

MR. \.ZARREN : Federal money. 

MR . MARSHALL And we are making major renovations 

to existing clinics in Cartwright and Mary's Harbour 

MR . WARREN : Federal money Marshall . 

MR . MARSHALL : Cartwright and Mary's Harbour, 

if the hon . getnleman ' s will permit . The last four places 

whi ch we mentioned are not in areas that are represented by 

members . So this is a vc •·v, very pos~tivc budqet . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the only 

thing I want to add to all of this is that good as it 

is and as much as it shows the management of this government, 

how much more it could be if we had the rightful revenue 

from our resources . And I will not speak any further 

with respect to that except to 
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MR. MARSHALL: refer to the Question 

Period this afternoon. 

So in summary, Mr. Speaker, 

I commend this Budget . I commend the Opposition to vote 

for it. If the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) votes 

against it,he will be voting against the hospital in Channel 

Port aux Basques. If the member for Torngat Mountains (Mr. 

Warren) votes against it,he will be voting against the community 

clinics in his district. It is a considerable achievement 

by the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) and by the government. 

If we could we would provide , ,more .\'l'e •.;ill in the future when 

we are able to get control of our offshore resources and 

control of our future in the electrical power. Now that is 

yet to come. It is a subject that could be debated in the 

Budget debate, but it has been debated on and off in this 

session for the whole period of time,as was indicated in 

the Question Period today. 

As I say,with a bit of 

sincerity by the federal government, and I mean sincerity, 

we could sit down and we could negotiate within a couple of 

months an agreement on the offshore which would be beneficial 

not only to Newfoundland but to all of Canad~. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have 

much pleasure in commending the Budget and this tremendous 

Budqet and this tremendous speech by the Minister of pin~nce 

to the House for passage by the House and quick p~ssage by 

the House. 

~E HO~ MEMBERS: Hear,hear! 

MR. SPEAKEB_(~lwar~: The hon, member for Torng~t 

Mountains. 

MR~ WARREN: Mr. Speaker, it is so long ago 

since the ho~. Minister of Finance brought in a Budget t~t 

we have almost forgotten what was in it, However, jus.t lis,tening 

to the President of the Counci.l (Mr. Marshall) a few mlnut-es 
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MR. NARREN : ago, r 1.,ras surprised \'lhen he 

started rhymning off t~e measures, in fact, about the hospital 

construction, how he said our government is doing this,and our 

government is doing that. Mr . Speaker,he did not even know 

where Black Tickle and t-1ary ' s Harbour are . To set the record 

str<:~iqht they arc not nvcn in my <listri•·t. So ,~vcn the 

President of the Council ( ~lr . ~~rshall ) does not even know 

what geographical areas the fifty- two districts take in . 

I might advise the hon . 

minister too that those community clinics in :-tary 1 s Harbour, 

Fox Harbour and CartNright come from money that has been given 

to this government by t-tr . Rumpkey; they call him. 

AN HON. 1-1EMBER: ------
1 Rumpkcy? 1 

MR . 1-IARREN : That is right, the man up in 

Otta1o~a . 

SOME HON . t-1EMBERS : Oh, oh! 

MR . WARREN : All of a sudden you fellows 

were saying that you do not qet anything from Ottawa, but 

here is money fot: four ne1o~ clinics a lonq the Lahraclor Const. 

Now, Mt: . Spcaker,it is indeed 

a pleasure for me to say a fe111 words on, as far as I am concerned , 

a fantastic display of camouflaging. This is \vhat the Minister of 

Finance ( Dr . Collons ) has done, 
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MR. WARREN: he has really done a 

good job in camouflaging the expenditures and the 

revenues of the Government of this Province. I 

think he tried to camouflage it on May 27th. When 

the Minister of Finance(Dr. Collins) brought down a 

budget, many people throughout Newfoundland and 

Labrador said, It appears to be a good budget. In 

fact, I said at that time that it appeared to be a 

good budget. But the minister did such a good job 

of camouflaging that we did not see the inner part 

of what is in this book. 

Even the cover of the 

book, the lighthouse, the minister started off by 

using a camouflaged picture. As you know, with a 

lighthouse we only see the light once inawhile when 

it circles around. So that is this government, we 

can only see the light of this government once in a 

while. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when 

we turn to the first page of this budget - I think 

the Minister of Finance referred to it as a light of 

hope budget - one has to be impressed with the 

comments that this government has for the people of 

the Province. Now, I want to go on record as saying 

that I was extremely pleased with some of the initiatives. 

Now, here are some of the initiatives that I was pleased 

with: The capital expenditure for schools, $47 million -

in fact, only a drop in the bucket when I have schools 

in my district where they have to put up blankets for 

doors. 

Land for a new Fisheries 

College - which should have been built five years ago. 

A student aid programme - which people cannot take 

advantage of because the government has no concern 

about the rural part of the Province. 

::~nR· 
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MR . WARREN: Increase in social 

assistance - a 10 per cent increase in social 

assistance. What did the Minister of Social Services (Mr . llickuy) 

do just before the election? He made sure his 

department put a little blue card .in every envelope 

that a social assistance cheque was going out in. In fact, 

the hon. the member for Burin - Placentia West(Mr . Tobin) 

made sure that every constituent in his district , as 

a former welfare officer -

MR. TOBIN: 

MR. WARREN: 

Social worker. 

- Social worker, 
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1'1R . WARREN : 

thL~t is the proper name now, social v1orker - made sure 

that that blue slip would go into this district, blue 

in colour . Now, Mr . Speaker, on the first page it 

say! ~roviding construction for the Channel hospital, 

ror Clurenville hospital . nnd what happened? We are 

closing down the Markland Cottage Hospital, \ve are 

closing down,in another year or so,the Come By Chance 

cottage Hospital, we are closing down the Old Perlican 

Cott~~~ Rospital . 

M-~~qusc:: No . 

MR. WARREN : Oh, yes, we are . I would 

venture to say that by next year the Minister of Health 

(Mr . House) will come out and ·say the Come By Chance 

llospi tal will be phasing out- I will take the minister ' s 

word on it-within the next two or three years . 

Now, Mr . Speaker, the above 

~rc f]ood measures . Now, where ilre th<' increases coming 

from? The funniest thing about the former social 

worker is that he never told the people in his district 

where this ten per cent increase in social assistance 

is coming from . Nine-point-three per cent of that 

increase is coming from the federal qovernment , t hat 

is where the ten per cent is coming from . Nine.point-

three per cent o£ that ten per cent increase, where 

is it coming !rom? From Ottawa, from Mr . Rompkey and 

his crew. So it is amazing that point seven per cent , 

that is what thi s government is giving social assistant 

recipients,a point-seven per cent increase, not a ten 

per cent a point-seven per cent . 

Now, Mr . Spoilkcr , let us look at 

some of the other concerns . The ministe.r announced that 

~n:~r. 
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MR.WARREN: he expects to garner $5.5 million 

fron1 those people ~11ho drink, $5.5 million from the 

people who like to have a drink of alcohol beverages, 

$5.5 million. Now, Mr. Speaker, that means this year the 

Minister of Finance (Dr.Collins) is expecting to get 

$55 million from the sale of alcoholic beverages. Now, 

you know, in this day and age when 

1 n ~: -, 
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Ml~. WARREN : we have such a problem 

in Newfoundland and Labrador, and in particular in my 

district where there is such a problem with alcohol 

consumption - there is a problem with alcohol and· 

particularly in my district -· and how much is this 

0overnment spending o·ut of that $55 million, how much 

are they spending to curb the terrible disease of 

alcohol.isn·?They are spending $1,140,000. Mr. Speaker, 

$1.14 million is what they are spending to curb the 

alcohol problem that is tormenting many Newfoundlanders. 

They are raising the tobacco tax $4.5 million. Now, 

how much are they spending? As we know, the greatest 

cause of cancer, according to the medical experts, is 

smoking. How much are they spending on cancer research 

in this Province? $143,000. They are going to gather 

$4.5 million but they are only going to spend $143,000. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I just told 

you some good things, I named off the good things. 

Now, let us look at what the gove rnment is doing to 

those people who have to get loans. Mr. Speaker, I am 

surprised that a Minister of Finance could be so two-

faced that he would come in and t ry to camouflage the 

people with this budget and poke his hand right in their 

pockets and draw out every cent they have. That is what 

he is doing in this budget, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. HOUSE: 

to get the money from? 
MR. WARREN: 

Whe re do vnn P.xpect him 

Well, not off the sick 

people by charging them extra money per day in a hospital 

bed· This is how the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) 

expects to get the money is if anybo~v 

gets sick, 'Okay, let us charge them more because they 

are sick.' This is what the Minister of Finance and, 

::~ n ?. ~1 
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~.R. WARREN : in fact, this is what the 

Minister of Health {Mr . House) has said in the Estimate 

Con~ittee . In the estimate committee he said , ' We have 

to get our money somewhere.' 

MR. bOUSE: .: Sure. 

H.R . WARREN : Right . · ~~e h<!Ve to get our 

money off the backs of the sick people . ' 

MR. HOUSE: (Inaudible) . 

MR. WARREN: Right . That is right. If 

you get sick, you have to pay for getting sick . That 

is what is wrong with the Minister of Health . He has 

to be sick himself to even have thut kind of a thouqhl:. 

in his mind, to think that you have to raise the hospital 

beds from $3 to $5, a 60 per cent raise. 

MR. BARRETT: (Inaudible}. 

MR . ~'lARREN : And the hon . the member for 

St. John's West (Mr. Barrett) is sick now . 

l1r. Speaker, I \o70uld suggest 

that is what is ilo~ppcning to th i~ govcrnmcn t . 'l'h i l:i 

budget should not be called a budget of hope , this 

should be called a budget for the sick because if you 

get sick - in fact, I am surprised that 

?~P .; 
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MR. G. WARREN: the Minister of Health (Mr. W. 

!louse) has not said to all the doctors throughout Newfoundland 

and Labrador, 'Now make sure you put people in hospital.' Why 

I am suprised he has not said that, he has said everything else. He 

said, 'We have got to get our money somewhere.' So it is a 

wonder he is not saying to the doctors now, 'Now, get people in 

hospital where we can charge them more.' So this is the impression 

that the minister is leaving, if you get sick we can charge 

you more so go into hospital. Why does he not tell all the 

doctors now to find the least little complaint about a person 

and get them in the hospital and we will get money from them. 

So this is the minister's attitude. That is the minister's 

attitude, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr.Speaker, let us look at 

another aspect, Mr. Speaker. We have the Fishery Loan Board, 

we have the Rural Development Farm Loan Board,and what 

happened? !n last year's budget - or the year before last -

it went from, I think it was, two per cent up tofour per cent. 

Now it has gone from four per cent interest, the interest rate 

has now gone from four per cent up to eight percent is it? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Eight per ceP.t to twelve per cent. 

MR. WARREN: Eight to twelve, yes. Okay. 

That is right it went from four 

to eight there about two years ago,and it has gone from 

eight to twelve now. Now, Mr. Speaker, this is much cheaper 

than you can get it from the bank today. Probably the bank 

rate now is eighteen to twenty per cent. So, Mr. Speaker, what 

initiative is there for a fisherman or a framer to go to those 

loan boards and expect to get reasonable satisfaction when the 

government is increasing the rate of interest a full fifty 

per cent? 

~ijn'1 
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MR . WARREN : Now , Mr . Speaker, what about the people 

in our Province 1o~ho are trying to conserve energy? Now , these 

are the people that I would like to talk about, the people 

1o~ho are trying to conserve energy . In fact everyone of us here , 

as well as everyone out in f'londerland , is trying to save a dollar 

on energy where they can . So what are most of the people doing? 

'l'hey are trying to get rid of the oil that they are using and 

they are trying to use wood in their stoves instead . 

MR . PATTERSON : Tell us about the wood . 

MR . WARREN: Now, the member from Placentia (Mr . Patterson) 

should be ashamed of himself that he has a fish plant in his 

district not even open. I mean, that is enough for that member 

already . 

So, Mr . Speaker , you know , what is 

happening, the people are going no1.; and trying to get wood to 

make sure that they would save on their fuel bill . so what 

happens? The Minis ter of Finance (Dr . Collins) drove out 

over the Trans-Canada Highway one time last Fall and he sa1v all 

the cars and the t ruck s r; t oppcd a 1 onq the sick of Lhc t·o;t<f -

AN HON . MEMBER : Beyond the overpass? 

MR. WARREN : 

AN HON • MEMBER : 

t-1R . WARREN : 

he got out there . 

Beyond the overpass, yes . 

No, no . 

Oh, yes . Alright , I will tell you how 

~na• 
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MR. WARREN: He used a road map to get out 

there. nut he got out there all right. There was no problem. 

He got out there because he used a road map. He got out over 

the Overpass,he saw all the pick-up trucks parked on the side 

of the Trans-Canada Highway and there were people getting 

firewood to burn. So the minister cmme back and he spoke to 

the Minis~er of for~st Resources and Lands (Mr. Power)- He 

said, 'Look1 here ls another chapce for us to get some money, 

here is aaother chance for the Government of Newfoundland to 

get some more money out of the back pockets of those poor 

fellows who are trying to save on energy. Let us tax them 

on their cutting permits". So this is what happened, the 

cutting permits is increased in taxes. So this year anyone 

who needs to go out and needs to cut some firewood there is 

going to be increaaes in taxes. So actually what they 

are saving, but their saving is diminished. 

Now what about those people 

who want to further their education, like some of the members 

on that side wish to further their education? What about those 

people? Now adult education courses - did they 

increase? If you want to get an education now, you never 

had the opportunity ten or twenty years ago, but if you 

want to get it now you blinking well have to pay for it. 

So it doubles the adult education course fees. 

What about drivers fees, drivers 

licences. There is one thing that I agree with in the Budget 

about the driver'sli:::ence, ~nd in fact it has not gone far 

enough~ and I think the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) next 

year should improve on this one· And that is if anyone has 

their licence suspended because of impaired driving they have 

to pay an extra $10 to get it reinstated. A measly $10 ! 
And here was a chance for the government to gain 

some money, but ney a measly $10 for getting your driver's licence 

reinstated. I think it should be ten times ten times ten . 
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1 think you have some for 

That is right . The individual 

person , if he bas not got sense enough to drive his car with 

caution and control and care , he should not have the licence . 

And as far as I am concerned that person should be charged 

much more than $10 to get his licence reinstated . 

SOME HON . MEMBE~ : Oh, oh . 

MR . WARREN : There are another group of 

people in this Provi nce there has been very little said about , 

very little t hi s govct"nmt'nt has suid .::tbout them and LhaL is a bout 

the senior c itize ns, t-1r . Speaker . What about their drugs? 

The Minister of Heal th (Mr . House) does not care . He told 

us in the Estimate Committee , you know, he does not care 

about the senior citizens. 

MR. TOBIN : No he did not . 

MR . WARREN : He has left that impression 

with the Committee . In fa~t the senior citi zens in Gander about 

two weeks ago gave the minister a serious proposal . They 

said , ' Look, we want our drug subsidization raised '. And I 

think it is ridicul ous that you see a senior citizen who 

needs four perscriptions, 

1 n :~ · 
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MR. Wl\RREN: and instead of payinq a prescription 

[ee for one he has to pay for the four and it costs him $20 

instead of $4.00. And, Mr. Speaker, I am surprised that the 

Minister of Health (Mr. House) has not seen fit to bring in 

an amendment to the Health Act saying if the doctor prescribes 

a drug for a senior citizen for a ninety day period or an 

eighty-nine day period that that druggist is obligated to 

supply that drug for that period. Butthe druggist will not do 

it. The druggist will not do it ~ •:!cause - do von know why 

he will not do it? - because a druggist car rip-off 

the senior citizens three months in a row. You know, Mr. 

Speaker, maybe if the Minister of Health would just recollect 

what he said, he said that the druggist is not obligated 

Lo follow a doctor's prescription of a ninety day prescription 

he can supply it for a thirty day period at a time although 

the doctor prescribes it for ninety days. Now what happens 

is the senior citizens have to pay the prescription fee 

or the druggist fee for three consecutive months , whereas 

he could have gotten it for one fee. . And what happens 

is he is ripped off, the druggist rips off the senior citizen 

because the Department of Health is ripping off the druggist. 

So this is what is happening here, Mr. Speaker. 

So, you know, as we go through 

this ~uc1cyet there is not all jolly good stuff in there, is 

there? Not all jolly good stuff. So this is what I am 

saying, he camouflaged the Budget so well that it needs -

and I am surprised that this government has forty-four 

member nn that side and not one of them have gotten up 

and talked about those things, those things that I am lettina 

the people know about. Everyone is saying it is a qood 

Budget, not saying anything about the drastic effects that 

it is causing. 

::1 f1 q 1, 
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Now, Mr . Speaker, let us go a 

What do you think the Liberal 

backbenchers in ~tawa are saying about the Budget, anything 

bad? 

MR . WARHEN : Well, I know twelve that saitl 

something bad . In fact I remember twe l ve of them lobbied 

a while ago and they have said more bad things about the 

federal Budget in Ottawa than the member for Baie Verte-

Whi te Bay (l'1r . Ri deout) has said about this government since 

he crossed t he floor on a principle that backfired in 

his face . 

Now let us look at some other 

things , Mr . Speaker . r have so much paper here it is pretty 

hard to get through it . I want to go to my district for a 

little while and let us compare the electricity rates, let 

us compare the electricity rates. Okay, the electricity 

r.Jtcs -

SOME HON • MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 

MR. Wl\RREN : 1 will t~kc you up on that, 

I heard that, I will take you up on that. So will I get one 

from you, ' Peter '. Mr . Speaker, before the Muppet Show 9ets to 

the climax , I \o~ant to compare electricity rates 

1 n:: (, 
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MR. WARREN: in three areas of the 

Province, and I am taking this on hydro rates for 

1250 kilowatts. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. WARREN: 

like to be heard in silence. 

MR. SPEAKER(Aylward): 

MR. WARREN: 

Oh, oh! 

Mr. Speaker, I would 

Order, please! Order! 

Mr. Speaker, if the 

gentlemen opposite would just listen to what I am 

going to say for the next three or four minutes, I 

would think theY. would understand, Mr. Speaker, 

and I will just compare electricity rates for 

tlw three areas of the Province. Let us look at the 

Labrador coast, Happy Valley/Goose Bay and St. John's, 

three different electricity rates in the Province, 

and we will base it on the consumption of 1250 kilowatts. 

Now here is what would 

happen, Mr. Speaker: In Happy Valley/Goose Bay where 

there is a direct hydro line from the Upper Churchill, 

the one that Joey Smallwood gave away, $52.08 for 

1250 kilowatts. That is not bad. That is very good! 

In St. John's for the same number of kilowatts,$61.04. 

Not bad. Let us go to Hopedale, Cartwright, Mary's 

Harbour, Nain, anywhere like that. The same number of 

kilowatts $95.25, an increase of 50 per cent over the 

St. John's price for supplying electricity to the 

lowest income people in this Province. Now, does this 

government really care? Why are the people along the 

Labrador coast -

MR. BARRETT: 

Goose Bay? 

MR. WARREN: 

Why do they not move to 

The people living in 

Nain and Hopedale have too much dignity to move to 

Goose Bay. They have more dignity than the member for 

~ll~r, 
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MR. WARREN : St. John's West(Mr. 

Barrett) does. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the 

people in Nain, Hopedale, Rigolet or Cartwright do 

not intend to move to Goose Bay, but they 

1 n ~~ 7 
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MR.WARREN: expect that this government would 

look after their well-being as well as they are with the 

people of Goose Bay or the people of St. John's. They 

are citizens of this Province and they should be treated 

as citizens of this Province, This government is not 

even giving them the courtesy of being citizens by 

charging them fifty per cent more for electricity rates. 

You know why, Mr. Speaker? Maybe it is because they 

have the eleven Tories in St. John's. That may be one 

reason, because there are eleven big Tories in St. 

John's like the member for St. John's West (Mr. Barrett). 

That may be a help, Mr. Speaker. ~ut there will never 

be a Tory in the Torngat Mountain~ district,there will 

never be a Tory in there because I have already challenged 

the Minister of Labour (Mr. Dinn) to come up to my 

district and take me on and the minister will find out 

that there will never be a Tory living up there. 

MR. BARRETT: 

MR.WARREN: 

Where do you pay your rates? 

I pay two rates, one here and 

one in Labrador. That is right. 

Now let us see what happens 

here, Mr.. Sneaker. What about thedental-

MR. BARRETT: What do you pay down there? 

MR.WARREN: 

silence, Mr.Speaker. 

MR.SPEAKER (Mr. Aylward): 

MR.WARREN: 

I would like to be heard in 

Order, please! 

What about thP. chiJd, Mr. 

Speaker , who needs a Cl.ental checkufl? What about the 

child who needs a dental checkup? Last year he was 

permitted two fluoride treatments, but the Minis~Pr 

of Ileal th (Mr. I louse) for some reason this year has become 

~ n ~.; .~~ 
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MR . WARREN : the meat cleaver of this Budget, 

he rt""ll" has. The Minister of Health (Mr . Bouse) you 

know, has charged extra hospital admittance , he has now cut out 

a fluoride treatment for the children . You kno1o~ I am 

surprised that the Pr~mier would keep the Minister of 

Health (~rr . House ) )n his rortfolio as lonq as he 

has . 

Mr. Soeaker, I do nmv l<nm" 1-1hy 

this government is intent upon separating areas of this 

Province, separating the rural and the urban part:-, n f 

the Province . As I said about the Minister of Finance 

(Dr . Collins), :1e needs a road map to go outside the 

overpass. And l.il<e the Minister of Health (t>1r . House) 

he can go to Deer Lake , aod I believe he told me on one 

occasion he had the opportunity to go into Davis Inlet . 

He spent one hal= hour in Davis Inlet . That is hm• 

long he spent in Davis Inlet . 

MR . HOUSE : I was there three times. 

MR . WJ\RREN: So th rcc times, one.~ h;1 I ( hou a· C<tch, Lha L is mH' 

and a half hour s you h~ve :;pent in Davis Inlet . 

Now, Mr . Speaker, I lived in 

Davis Inlet for twenty-two months without moving out 

of it , twenty-t"~<TO months . 

MR . HOUSE : Nhat kind of an impact did you have? 

MR . WARREN: The kind of vote I got in Oavi!'; 

Inlet in the last election assures me that I must have had 

a pretty good impact or Davis Inlet . 

No111, Mr . Spea}:C'!r, here is another 

thing that this government is doing. 

':\ :1 ·~ I 
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How much time do you have left? 

I must have about an hour left 

yet, I hope so anyhow. 

The Labrador Resources Advisory 

Council - now, who are those people? Those are the 

people of whom the Premier of the Province said two 

years ago at a public meeting in Happy Valley-Goose Bay­

in a Ministerial Statement at a press conference that 

he had in Happy Vally/Goose Bay two years ago the 

Premier of the Province said, ' My government will be 

looking to the Labrador Resources Advisory Council for 

advice. For input on anything that is ongoing in 

Labrador, the body that we will be contacting will be 

the Labrador Resources Advisory Council.'· Now, Mr. 

Speaker, the Premier said this. And I only wish I were 

prepared for this today, I would have brought down the 

press release in which the Premier said, 'They are the 

body that this government will look to.' Now what happened? 

MR. STAGG: That was two years ago. 

MR. WARREN: That was two years ago. As the 

Parliamentary Secretary said, that was two years ago. 

And what happens in this budget? Their funding, number 

one, is cut in half from $150,000 to $75,000. And, as of 

September 1st, as far as this government is concerned, the 

organization that the Premier said was going to be his 

Bible in Labrador, they are going to cut them off alto­

gether from funding. Now, naturally, Mr. Speaker -

MR. WALSH: Are they going to be cut altogether? 

MR. NEARY: Yes. 

MR. WALSH: Are they? 
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MR . NEARY : Well, I do not know. 

You fellmvs are the ones who have coni:.rol. 

MR . WARREN : That is what I heard 

from the Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Northern 

Development (Mr . Goudie). ~~d I nave heard the comments . 
1'fhey have outlived their usefulness'. Now , Mr . Speaker, 

what a statementfor the Minister of Rural, Agricultural 

and Northern Development to make, they have outlived 

their usefulness ! 

Now, they cover every 

community from Nain to L ' Anse- au-Clair . So I asked ti1e 

~tinister of Municipal Affairs (Mrs . Newhook), 

why do we not give some money to the combined councils? 

And the Mi.nister of Municipal Affairs said , ' We cannot 

fund the coml.>inccl t:ouncils because we nre fundiny the 

Labrador Resources Advisory Council. So one or the 

other. Probably, you know, the .Parliamentary Secretary 

to the 
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MR. WARREN: 

Minister of Rural, Agricultural and Northern Development 

(Mr. Goudie) could inform the House today if the funding 

they are taking away from LRAC will go to the combined 

councils of Labrador. Is this possible? If this is 

possible, then maybe I would say too that you cannot 

have two bodies functioning for the same reasons. 

MR. WALSH: Is the member going to 

vote on the bill tomorrow to make parliamentary 

secretaries legal? 

MR. WARREN: 

present time. 

I am doubtful at the 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is 

what has happened, this government has cut the feet from 

under the Labrador Resources Advisory Council. But I 

can tell the House today that they are determined that 

they will not give up the ghost, they will fight and 

fight and fiqht. In fact, it was the Labrador Resources 

Advisory Council two years ago, through the people in 

Labrador, which convinced this government that the 

uranium mines in Makkovik/Postville be stopped. The 

credit for that has to go to the Labrador Resources 

Advisory Council. Credit has to go to the Labrador 

Resources Advisory Council for the input into the 

fishery along the Labrador coast and not this government. 

So this government has 

taken the initiative from the Labrador Resources Advisory 

Council and all of a sudden they are saying, Okay, we are 

finished with you now. We have forty-four seats, the heck 

with you we will do it on our own. But I will tell you 

this much, that Toby Anderson, a constituent of mine who 

is the chairman of that group, will not let this lie 

idle. And if there is any way at all to make this 
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MR . WARREN: government aware of 

what - in fact, what we are doing is \ve are putting 

Labrador years behind ins tead of helping it to progress, 

Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER(Ayh•ard): Order, please! 

The hon . member's time 

has elapsed. 

MR . WARREN: In closing, Mr . Speaker, 

I should like to say that I cannot support this budget, 

in its present format, unless the minister makes some 

amendments to it. 

MR . SPEAKER : If the hon . minis ter 

speaks he shall close debate . 

MR . BUTT : Mr. Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: The hon. the member ror 

Conception Ba:,.• South . 

MR . BUTT : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . 

I would like to add a 

few comments to this budget which was brought down on 

May 27th . , co deal with some of the highlights . I do 

not think the hon . member for Torngat Mountains(Mr . 

\varren) real l y dealt with the budget, he was rather 

negative in everything that he did say, including some 

of the good things in the budget for his colleague ' s 

district in Eagle River . 

Certainly one of the 

main things that I st·(~ in this budget is the finnncing 

of schools. Schools are very important, of course, 

particularly in conception Bay South. Because 

Conception Bay South right now is the only district in 

the Province which has an inclining enrollment . 

MR. STAGG : Inclining? 

MR. BUTT: An inclining enrollment . 

HR. SIMMS: What is the diffcr~ncc? 
--------- ·-
MR. BUTT: That big school board, the 
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MR. BUTT: Avalon Consolidated School 

Board has a declining enrollment -

MR. SIMMS: The member has a reclining 

one. 
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MR. BUTT: -inclining in some areas, 

but overall declining. The Roman Catholic School Board 

of st. ~ohn's has a declining enrollment, inclining in 

some areas. 

MR. BAIRD: The hon. member has new ones coming in. 

MR. BUTT: And New·tm•rn, Mount Pear] 

of course. They are all com-ing in, yes.. ;>,ut Conception 

Bay South Integrated School Board has an inclining enrollment . 

And, of course, I am very pleased to see $47 million high­

lighted in this budget for new schools. 

We also have in this budget 

$1.5 million provided for business incentives which,once 

again, is not a lot of money but certainly some of the 

people in my district can take advantage of it. Because 

right now I know that there is a new industry start-

ing up out there which will produce manholes, believe it 

or not· They were always provided to this Province 

by Halifax, but now, of course, they are going to be 

made in Conception Bay South. Now, this budget is a very 

realistic one and it is a common-sense budget. And I suppose 

if we were living in Britain today, the hon. the Minister 

of Finance (Dr. Collins), the hon. member for St. John's 

South,would be called a prince. Because -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 

MR. BUTT: - this budget is a jewel in 

his crown. 

MR. SI'MMS : Do you mean manholes or 

manhole covers? 

MR. BUTT: No, manholes themselves, will 

be nmv made in that great district of Conception Bay South. 
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MR. BUTT : Some of the other high-

lights in the budget which really affect a lot of people 

in my area -

MR. SH1MS: ----· The Opposition should be over 

talking to people instead of sending memos. 

Sm1E HON . MEMBERS : Oh , oh. 

t-1R. BUTT: - which really affect a lot of 

people in Conception Bay South is the 10 per cent increase 

for some of the unfortunate people, not because of their own 

initiative , who find themselves through sickness and other 

means relying on social services. And of course, these people 

wi~l receive a 10 per cent increase, you know, that is very good. 

f-1R. SIMMS : Very positive . 

MR . BUTT: That is a very positive and 

progressive step forward. 

SOME HON . MEf-1BERS : near , hear! 

MR . 13UTT : We are always cognizant 

of the fact that we have some excellent people in this 

Province who are on pensions. They have done their own work, 

they have made their contribution, th<'Y are now on pensions, 

and, of course, once again we are giving these people an increase 

of 10 per cent . 

3 ~ . c; 



.Tune 30, 1982 Tape No. 1860 MLeP-1 

MR. J. BUTT: One of the contentious issues, 

of course, in the past few weeks has been hospitals. And I might 

add that the hon. member for Humber Valley ( Mr. House ) has 

certainly addressed himself to that situation. 

MR. SIMMS: Right on. 

MR. BUTT: And I might add that the hon. 

the Leader of the Opposition Mr. Neary ) will have to support 

this budget, really, because if he does not he is turning his 

back on the people who vntpn him in. 

MR. HOUSE: Marginally. 

MR. BUTT: Yes. 

MR. HOUSE: We are talking about marginally. 

MR. !3U'I'T : Well, w i t h ,1 Vt' ry Slll<ll.l 
-~-·----

minority. But, of course, if he rejects the budget, the hon. 

the member for LaPoile ( Mr. Neary ) will be rejecting the people 

of Lapoile District in this hospital for Channel. 

MR. NEARY: Go home and get some ring around 

the collar for the minister. 

MR. BUTT : After making numerous presentations 

and representation, the ho11. member for Trinity North ( Mr. Arctt 

has been successful in getting a hospital started in Clarenville, 

in that great district of Trinity North. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MR. BUTT: He is to be commended. A good 

member, he has worked very hard and we are now goinq to see a new 

hospital started in Clarenville. The hon. member for Burin -

Placentia West ( Mr. Tobin ) was not long making his mark here 

in the House. He was elected on April 6th. and already in this 

Budget we have a new hospital going in Burin. 

MR. SIMMS: Already? He has only been a 

member for two months. 
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NR . BUTT : ------ That is all, that is all. 

'l'h.,t j us t shows what a dynamic young man was elected on April 6th . 

M!l_. NE.I\RY :_ They do not remember your 

n.1me . They do not know who they elected down there yet . 

MR. TOOIN : Nhere? 
~----

MR . NE.I\RY : Down in Burin . 

~1R • 'l'OU I N : They arc realizing that they 

are getting a hospital out of it , t hat is worth it . 

MR. BUTT : And , of course , we have t hat 

great member for Bonavista South ( Mr . Morqan ) , the hon . the 

Minister of Fisheries, who has risen to the occasion and has put 

•' '}IIOd ~<1 :>1.' Corw.tnl LO <JOVCrnmcnl to yet ·I hospitill -

MR . TULK : Do not forget the member from 

Labrador . 

MR. BUTT : - a new hospital in Bonavis ta . 

Now these are just a few of the highlights in the budget relating 

to hospitals . I know that t he member 

3 q ·: (: 
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MR. BUTT: for Menihek (Mr. Walsh) has been 

trying for quite some time to get the Royal Newfoundland 

Constabulary get a firm foundation in Labrador. And, 

of course, we will be spending a considerable amount of 

money in that area to bring our Constabulary into Wabush-

Labrador City. 

Now, how does this Budget affect 

people in my district of Conception Bay South? And if you 

will permit me, Mr. Speaker, for just a brief perion to speak 

about that great district of Conception Bay South-

MR. TULK: Do not forget the word 'historic'. 

MR. BUTT: Not really historic,because it 

was only formed a few years ago. But, in the meantime - and 

I should add right here,since this is a rather broad-ranging 

debate, that one of the gentlemen in the press gallery,from 

The Evening Telegram, had it marked up in the paper- he had 

it posted as a swing district. Can you believe that, 

Conception Bay South a swing district? He drove my entire 

campaign crew mad, absolute!\' llli1c1. 'PIH·y were infuriutcd 

that people would even think it could be a S\ving district. 

MR. NEARY: Who ran against you anyhow? 

MR. BUTT: I forqet. I forget. - - - ---
MR. HEARN: It was not a radio announcer, was 

it? 

MR. BUTT: There was a gentleman Greenslade 

for the Liberals, and the other two I really do not recall. 

MR. TULK: Did you get in by a generous majority 

or what? 

MR. BUTT: Well,a fair majority. I do not 

wish to be boastful. But how does this budget affect the 

people of Conception ll<~y South? I have done ~-easonably 

well
1
as most members did,in this very progressive budget. 

Now 1 we have a very serious traffic problem out there.And I 

.':! q •; ... 
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MR . fiUTT : am being quite serious about 

this, because it is a very large district , no question 

about it. So out of this budget I have approximately 

$1 million for roadimprovements in thQ district . Of course, 

we really have not addressed in a very serious way the 4.8 

miles of road which is very dear to my heart because it is 

goinq to solve ~ lot of the traffic problems we have in 

the interim . 

:1~1 n 
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MR. J. BUTT: But I think this budget addresses 

itself very well to the very basic and essential services 

of water and sewerage to the town of Conception Bay South 

and the town of Paradise. 

MR. STAGG: We think you did very well. 

MR. BUTT: We have just had tenders called 

for $3 million in the town of Conception Bay South and 

$1.4 million for the town of Paradise. So we are doing 

very well.And,of course,we have a problem with three 

bridges out there that are totally inadequate
1

and hope­

fully over the next two years we will renew these and 

bring them up to an acceptable standard. One, I might 

add 1
by St. Edwards church in Kelligrews,certainly I 

would think the one that takes the most traffic each 

day
1
will be renewed at a cost of some $280,000. 

MR. SIMMS: 'T'his year? 

MR. BUTT: Yes, this year. we are goin to see 

some road paving in the town of Paradise and the town of 

Conception Bay South. People of Conception Bay South are 

very sports minded and they like -

MH.. BAIRD: To do their thin~. 

MR. BUTT: Yes. And they like recreation,of 

course,as I do myself, somethin~ that is very dear to my heart. 

And I might say that the two provincial parks in my dis-

trictare enjoying a good year.nespite the bad weather 

conditions, Cochrane Pond is having an excellent year as 

well as Butter Pot. And Butter Pot park is into an ex-

pansionary process ri~ht now with some nature trails and so 

on, and it is qood. The hon. member for Grand Falls 

(Mr. Simms), the hon. the Minister of Culture, Recreation 

and Youth, I must say nas ,risen to the occasion on every 

:iC'l 
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MR. J. BUTT: request that I nave made of him.And, 

of oourse,as well we have acquired all the properties 

now at Topsa il beach. Now, I would say that most members 

in the House, most hon. members on one occasion have visit­

ed Topsail beach , a place with yet tremendous potential, 

very scenic. Looking across at Bell Island,across 

beautiful Conception Bay-the sun usually shines out there 

about fifty-five days more,by the way,than it does in 

St . ,John ' s even . 

MR . '.l.'UL I{ : 

politican. 

MR. TOBIN: 

MR. BUTT: 

You are a worse poet than you are a 

Does it overlook your house too? 

But this area of Conception Bay South 

has tremendous potential.And,of course,we have acquired 

the property there,over the past couple of years,at great 

cost I might add, some $200,000. And next year I think 

that it is a good possibility that we will be able to get 

on with putting in a regulated park there at Topsai.l beach. 

~ fl 1 ., 



June 30, 1982 •rape No. 1863 PS - 1 

MR. BUTT: And just staying with Culture, Recreation 

and Youth for a little while longer, of course I am pleased to 

say a new sports complex in Topsail, housing a million dollar 

indoor swimming pool has been approved -

MR. STAGG: You have a potential gold medal athlete 

there. 

MR. BUTT: 

of fact -

MR. STAGG: 

MR. BUTT: 

Yes, we have several, as a matter 

Is that right? Tell us about them. 

- several gold medal athletes in 

Conception Bay South, the place is overrun with talent. I 

might add, in connection with this sports complex, I would 

like to give credit , a lot of credit to service clubs in the area. 

MR. TULK: Go out and wash socks. 

MR. BUTT: I think of the Lions Club, for 

example, who donated $50,000. I mean, you know, it is no token 

amount, that is a lot of money for volunteers to raise, to put 

into that kind of complex. The Kinsmen, by the way, have risen 

to the occasion as well. As a matter of fact, I might add last 

might they made me an honorary member of their club. 

SOME RON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. BUTT: And,of course, we have an excellent 

business community in Conception Bay South which has risen to 

the occasion. So right now all we are waiting on it the town 

of Conception Bay South to call tenders and we are ready to 

go with this complex. 

MR. TULK: 

Tell us. 

MR. BUTT: 

How heavy a suitcase can you lift? 

Conception Bay South is not known as 

a fishing district, but there are some 70 to 80 fishermen 

full-time and part-time operating along the South shore of 

Conception Bay. And, I might add, these people have some 

problems. 

3q 
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MR . BUT'l': No question about it , it has been 

neglected for years, it has been neglected for years, and it 

is only in the past couple of years that the needs of the 

fishermen have been reillly addressed by the provincial 

government. We have a small collector plant there in Foxtrap 

that is badly in need of repair, and some freezing equipment, 

and of course , the request has gone to the Department of 

Fisheries, to t.he han . the Minister of Fisheries (Mr . Morgan) 

to give some assistance to the plant . The 

?, Q \ I 
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MR. BUTT: other resource people in Conception 

Bay South are the farmers, and there are a lot of farmers in 

Conception Bay South. Most people would not realize it, but 

there are a tremendous amount of people involved in farming in 

Conception Bay South. Not all that many full-time farmers, but 

a lot of people out there are supplementing their incomes with 

farming. Just recently we have had an expansion on the p<1sture 

land out there. We have a real good operation there with the 

Conception Bay South Agricultural Society, a great group of 

individuals who I meet with on a monthly basis to try to address 

some of the very serious problems that they are having. And while 

some funding has been available from government, there is certainly 

a lot more needed. Now I suppose that when you think of Conception 

Bay South, that great district that lies just on the outskirts 

of the city of St. John's you have to think about development 

because there is a large Jund mass out there. We enjoy the best cli1' .. 1lc' 

on the Avalon Peninsula and it is an area with tremendous 

potential. When I think about the potential of offshore oil, 

of course, places that come to mind are Seal Cove, which has 

already been designated as a preferred site for an offshore 

oil supply port, and Long Pond in Manuels which will serve, and 

serve well I might add, as an auxiliary port to the city of 

St. John's. Long Pond has tremendous potential, an ice free 

harbour and it is an area, I am sure, that will be given a lot 

of recognition in the next couple of years, not to forget of 

course, the offshore heavy industry park at Octagon Pond. And 

I might add, in this budget of May 27, 1982, the hon. the minister 

oC l"inancc (Dr. Col"lins) point()<i out on puqe 7, T think it is, 

that there - yes we are going to proceed with phase 1 of the 

.':Fll'-
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MR . BUTT: Octagon Pond Industrial Park, it 

is an area of tremendous potential in Conception Bay South . \'le 

have done relatively well. 

MS . VERGE: 

HR. BUTT: 

\ve have started this year. 

Of course, I am not satisfied. 

The fishery college is started. 

Yes, that great Fisheries College 

NO\v, the hon. member for Torngat 

Mountains (Mr . Warren) was asked a question by, I believe the 

hon . the Minister of Culture, Recreation and Youth (Mr . Simms) 

- something about his embarrassement o f the Minister of National 

Revenue -

MR. STAGG: 

t1R. BUTT: 

What is his name? 

- the hon. Rompkey . And I know 

Lhc hun . member. wi.lJ no t. stand in his pl.ace ond say publicly 

what he is saying privately, but he is absoutely embarrassed by 

this gentleman and he should stand in his place and say that . 

Mr . Speaker, I will conclude my remarks now by saying that 

~~ ir, 

• 



June 30, 1982, Tape 1865, Page 1 -- apb 

MR. BUTT: in 1979, when I got 

involved in politics, there was a coming together 

which was a beginning, and on April 6, 1982, we were 

keeping together and we were stuying together and 

progressing. And I would suggest to you that in 

the next twenty years or so we will be working 

together and have a great amount of success in the 

P.C.Party. Thank you very much. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. STAGG: 

MR. SPEAKER(Aylward): 

for Stephenville. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: 

MR. STAGG: 

Hear, hear! 

Mr. Speaker . 

The hon. the member 

Hear, hear! 

Mr. Speaker, unaccustomed 

as I am to public speaking, and loathe as I am to 

launch forth into public debate on any occasion, I 

nevertheless must say a few words about this budget, 

this budget that the government was supposedly afraid 

to bring down before we had a provincial election in 

March and April of this year. 

You will recall the call 

that went out. I think there were a few ads that were 

on television indicating that the reason the government 

is having an election at this time is because they are 

afraid to bring down the budget, the Province is 

bankrupt and the government is bankrupt of ideas and they 

have to do this in order to keep it from the public, 

the real state of the economy. And then after we won 

the election, 'Just wait for the budget. You are really 

going to get it in the budget.' Well, Mr. Speaker, the 

Opposition were wrong then. It was deliberate on their 

part, this misleading of the Newfoundland public. And 

I must say that the Minister of Finance(Dr. Collins) is 

to be commended. Of course, not only the Minister of 

Finance is to be commended, because he is the architect 

i il 1 7 
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MR . STAGG: of it in many senses , 

but the whole of government, the whole of the various 

ministries and the public service of the Province is 

to be commended for the fiscal management -

AN HON • MEMBER: Responsibility. 

MR. STAGG: ... . Yes, and the fiscal 
·. •.:. ·~-:- : . : 

respons'u;.ility that has been exercised in the 

Newfoundland budget as opposed to the budgets of the 

other provinces of Canada. And in particular, Mr. 

Speaker, if we want to compa~e it to something, we 

would compare this budget to the Crosbie budget of 

December 1979, the great Crosbie budget, the one that 

is now standing the test of time, the great budget 

that, of course, hon, members opposite and their 

colleagues 

~ r:Jlq 
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MR. STAGG: in Ottawa, cohorts and all 

of the negative adjectives that one could think of, many 

of which would be unparliamentary, how they rejoiced 

at thissliqht of hand and the delight with which the 

Crosbie budget was defeated. Well,hon. members opposite 

can hardly get up and say anything about this Budget 

that is really critical. They have to lapse into 

generalities and a lot of foolishness in their debate. 

They do not even want to talk about it. As a matter of 

fact, Mr. Speaker, I think they want to close down the 

House so we can get out of here,because in the cut and 

thrust of debate and in the way that parliament works, 

this session of the House of Assembly has been a total 

victory for the government side. The Opposition shows 

no inclination -

HR. HOUSE: 

MR. S'l'AGG: 

They were di.sappointed at the way things went. 

Yes. The Opposition has shown 

themselves to be disinclined towards any kind of coherent, 

cohesive debate. They obviously do not work at their 

jobs and they hope by some strange miracle that this 

government is going to self destruct and then the general 

public would toss us out and put them in. That has been 

the general tenor of their total debate,both during the 

Question Period andinthe Throne Speech Debate and the 

few things they have had to say on the various bills 

that have come be£ore the House and in the Budget Debate. 

They have exercised no leadership. They have exercised 

nothing that would in tJ1e least indicate that they are 

ready for power or that they will ever be ready for power. 

Now, this budget, Mr. Speaker, 

is to be contrasted to the budget brought down by Mr. 

MacEachen1 to the last two budgets brought down by 

Mr. MacEachen~ Thefirst was flawed and the budget on 

Monday night, we were all ready and willing to give it a 

.1 q 1 (I 
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Mn. STAGG: break,but I guess the test of 

any of these budqets is how the financial \vorld reacts 

to them . How did the financial world react to l-1r. MacEachen's 

budget? Well, they looked at the bot.tom line, Mr . Speaker. 

What you do in budget, no matter how yo u dress it up or 

\.,.hat rheto~ic ypu put ipto i!:, you a h1ays look at the bottom 

line . And the botto~ line on this budget is that there 

is going to be a surplus at the end. The bottom line in 

the federal budget is that we are going to raise in 

Canada through various means of taxation, both direct anrl 

indirect, $56 billion, 1o1e are going to raise in Canada. 

And the government is going to spend $7 6 billion. So you 

raise $56 billion and you spend $76 billion, billion now 

\.Jhich is a figure, of course, that is almost incomprehensible·. 

~lR. HOUSE: That $56 , 000,000,000 . 

;t rp r 
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MR. STAGG: 

And so it is $56,000,000,000, as my 

colleague prompts me. So that is where the government 

of Canada is at this present time.Jlonn the government of 

Canada,of course,in their race,in attempting to make 

themselves look good and in the process make everybody 

else look bad-and the hon. member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) 

sits over there and hopes that by snearing and jeering 

and making comments that -

MR. TULK: I am t_rying to get you goinq. 

MR. STAGG: - one would associate with a person 

of less intellectual capacity than he supposedly has -

MR. TULK: I know you do stand up for lawyers and do sooe lyinq too. 

MR. STAGG: - that sort of thing ill-behooves him, 

but I would say that the electorate in Fogo is going to 

have another good crack a.t him in about 1986. 

MR. TULK: And I will win it aoain without a douht. 

MR. STAGG:: And whoever it is that runs against 

him will -

MR. TULK: ----- He will be the Premier then,the member for LaPoile. 

MR. SI.MMS: He will be the Leader of the Liberals ----
then. 

MR. STAGG: He will be the Leader of the Liberals? 

Oh, yes. 

MR. TULK: ltTe will have the run of the House. 

MR. STAGG: In that case, you know what happens 

to Leaders of Liberals, they end up in '3. scrap heap. 

So,this budget here is to be contrasted with the budgets 

l:hat have bcL'n put our by Mr. MacEachon,;wd iL is <I Lribul(' 

to the government of this Province that they have been able, 

.i q ... 
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MR. S'l'.t\GG: at a time when the government of 

canada is trying their worst to extract from the Provinces 

concessions that are against the spirit of this nation -

MR . TULK: Get up for your Parliamentary 

assistant ,Sir , and keep him under cover so he will not be making 

~ Cool or himself . 

t-1R. STAGG : Mr . Speaker, one of the Cabinet 

Ministers j ust told me to sit do\.;n , what do you think of that? 

I must say that I feel crushed by that, but nevertheless I 

will presevere . Mr. Speaker, in September of 1980 I attended 

meetings in Corner Brook where I said th<lt Hibernia and the 

prospect of Hibernia 's coming on stream was keeping the Canadian 

dollar high, was keeping the Canadian dollar high and it was 

keeping it above 80 cents and if Hibernia fell on hard times, 

or if it \'/ere proved to be not economieal , or if it was thwarted 

that we could run into the general vicinity of the 75 cent 

dollar . And I remember one of the liberal members of that 

Committee , a Mr. Dingwell his name was , he is from Cape Britain 

Island, who jumped me and heaped scornc on me and asked for 

my references and I said, \-Jell, my reference was the Financial 

Post , because the Financial Post had said that some time before -

MR. TULK: Said what? 

MR . STAGG: had said that the resources in 

Eastern Canada , particularly Hibernia, is one of the main 

ingredients in 
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MR. STAGG: maintaining investor confidence in 

Canada's future, which is what is keeping the dollar at a 

relatively high level. And, Mr. Speaker, what is happening 

now? What is happening now? The Canadian dollar is rapidly 

descending toward seventy-five cents, and it may even go lower, 

and where is Hibernia? Hibernia is tied up in the courts, and 

it is because of the illtimed and completely chauvinistic and 

parochial attitude of the federal Liberals who are afraid 

to allow this Province to contribute to Canada as it should. 

They want this Province, make no mistake about it, Mr. Speaker, 

they want this Province to have it in the hierarchy of govern~ents, 

if you were to compare this government to its municipal 

governments~they would like to have Newfoundland comparable 

to a local service district. 

MR. HOUSE: Marc Lalonde said that
1 did he not? 

MR. STAGG: Mr. Lalonde is certainly a person for 

whom we must have a great deal of contempt, and we must be wary 

of him. But Hibernia and the East Coast resources, both 

offshore resources and the hydro resources of the East Coast 

of North America, and the East Coast of Canada, which is i.e. 

Newfoundland, have kept the Canadian dollar and kept the 

Canadian economy buoyant for quite awhile. But, the federal 

government and the federal Liberals,and hon. members opposite 

have yet to denounce them adequately, to my satisfaction, they 

have brought -

MR. SIMMS: The hon. Snow Hhite. 

MR. STAGG: What is the hon. member saying? What is 

he, Snoopy or Snuffy? 

MR. SIMMS: Drowsy. 

MR. STAGG: Drowsy is it? Drowsy oh yes. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Dopey. 

MR. STAGG: Yes, dopey. Dopey . oh yes. Where is Snow 

~ Cl ') ·' 
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HR . STAGG: ------ Nhite, Dopey? 

You are .:tsking for it . Listen, if you are asking for it I 

can give it to you . I have the microphone, all you have is your big 

mouth . 

t-1R . SIMMS: ------- There is Grumpy over there . 

NR. TULK: ----- Animal of the muppet show . 

MR. STAGG : The things, Mr . Speaker , that we 

have had to deal with over the years , not the leas t of which is 

the cate~auling from hon . members opposite who think that noise 

is a substitute for content . Well , Hr . Speaker, I am going to 

deal with some of the positive aspects of our budget . Many of 

u:; lt.1VC H Lo<>d up and L.:l l ked i.n qcncra Li t:j I!S and in gcncr£11 

praise of the administration and so on, but , what are some of the 

positive characteristics of our budget? 

HR . SIM1'1S : --- What are some of the positive 

characteristics? 

MR . STAGG: Yes , hon . members have been so ---------
busy thinking that times are bad they have failed to recognize 

that there are certain good things in the budget . Well, I am going 

to deal with education . For instance, one of the major thrusts 

;lrp 
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MR. STAGG: and one of the major consistencies 

of this government was when,in 1978,it wa's indicated that 

we would go to Grade XII and this was in response to 

initiatives t.aken by the teachers in their concern for 

the quality of education in the Province and,parenthetically 

might I say
1
about their own job security as well. But, 

nevertheless
1
everybody has several axes to grind in this 

lifetime. And the goveu1ment in 1978, when the member for 

Humber Valley was the Minister of Education 1 basically 

committed themselves to the Grade XII concept. And now, 

under the firm and constant and enlightener'l lei1dership 

of the member for Humber East (Ms. Verge) the Minister 

of Education, education is moving ahead not gradually but 

it is moving ahead by leaps and bounds. And the 

catastrophe that was supposed to befall the education 

industry or the profession is not happening. I would 

say hon. members opposite are chagrined that teachers 

are not being laid off. As a matter of fact
1
I have 

some statistics somewhere or other that the Minister of 

Education kindly gave me recently ~s a result of one of 

my frequent enquiries into what the situation is. 

MR. HODDER: 

MR. SPEAKER (AYLWARD) : 

member for Port au Port. 

MR. HODDER : 

Mr. Speaker, a point of order. 

A point of order, the hon. 

Mr. Speaker, there are only 

four members on the government side. There is no 

quorum in the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Call in the members. 

MR. STAGG: Disgusting, Mr. Speaker, disgusting. 

And I am making such a good speech too. 

MR. SPEAKER: 

the members. 

I would ask the Clerk to count 
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MR. SPEAKER (Aylward) : There is a quorum present. 

The han. member for Stephenville. 

SOME HON. f·!EMBERS : Hear, hear. 

MR. STAGG: Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker. 

~r. Speaker, it is a favourite 

ploy of the member for Port au Port (Mr. Hodder), the 

over paid House Leader for the Opposition, the most expensive 

House Leader that has ever been in the House of Assembly, 

and , I would say,is likely not to be seen again. There 

is certainly going to be parliamentary reform in that regard. 

But I want to talk about 

education, Mr. Speaker, some of the things that the 

qovornment js doinq thjs year in educ.ntion. School 

construction,$22.8 million for new school buildings and 

extentions to existing facilities. Increased operating 

school grants for school boards, a $2.5 million fund to be dis-

tributed to school boards 

MS. VERGE: That is on top of the 12 

per cent. 

MR. STAGG: That is on top of the 12 

per cent, my goodness! And the provisior. of salaries for 

more teachers in relation to the number of students. 

Government is implementing a three year plan to reduce the 

pupil/teacher ratio which, by 1983, will provide 460 new 

teaching positions and retain 295 additional positions 

that would have been dropped in proportion to the decline 

in student enrollment. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, hon. members 

opposite should be very pleased with that,because most of 

the hon. members opposite are school teachers and by the 

time they get fed up in the House of Assembly and losing 

all the battles in the Eouse of Assembly, they will be 

able to resign with dignity from the House of Assembly and get 
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MR. STAGG: one of these 460 new 

teaching jobs,because their tenure would have been gone 

by that time. So hon. members opposite,we are looking 

after them. And let us see who they are. There is the member 

for Port au Port (Mr. Hodder) , he is an ex-teacher, the 

member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) is an ex-teacher, although 

~q'): 
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MR. P. STAGG: ----------- Mr. Speaker, I would say 

that the student population of the school that he was employed 

in i.lrl' deli qhted that he is no longer in thP. school. Hopefully, 

when he qoes back to the classroom he will have a lot more 

to add than he had when he came here. 

MR. BUTT: ~e ~ill not get a job as 

dog catcher down there. 

MR. STAGG: B~cause he ca~e here as a 

rustic, Mr. Speaker, and we are attempting to give him a little 

bit of couth for when he goes back. So v~e are providing jobs for 

defeated Liberals in this Province, Mr. Speaker,because an awful 

lot of them are members of the teaching profession. So do not think 

that the Minister of Education Ms. Verge ) is not thinking 

about you when she getting these jobs. 

MR. BUTT: A good minister. 

MR. STJ\GG : We are putting a million 

dollars into something that is very important, if I can find it here, 

it is the Credit Union Stabilization Fund. 

We are putting a million 

dollars into it so that people who put there money into the 

Credit Unions, and if they happen to fail -

MR. SIMMS: It is a good programme. 

MR. STAGG: It is a good programme, yes . 

- there will be money there to cover it. It is a most useful 

programme. 

MR. TULK: We would not want that to happen. 

MR. STAGG: We would not want it to happen. 

No, I guess you would not. The bon. member wished that I would -

MR. 'rULK: No, I would not want that to happen . 

MR. STAGG: - the hon.member only wishes he 

were capable of stopping me from talking. 
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MR. STAGG: The social assistance recipients in 

the Province had a raise of 10 per cent in an attempt to 

keep pace with inflation, Mr. Speaker, something that is very 

helpful. The retail sale~> tax is exempted. from capital 

acquisitions for equipment related to the sawmill industry. 

These ar2 matter£ which are very important. And, Mr. Speaker, 

we did have to raise some extra money, we did have to raise some 

extra money. That is somcthin9 that usually <Jovernmcn ts have 

to do. So, what did we do? What did the government do? 

Did they sneak into the back door by raising the retail sales tax 

or taking the exemption off certain articles? No, they met it 

head on, or we met it head on, up front, raised the income 

tax, which is the only progressive tax, or one of the few 

progressive taxes that anybody can levy, we raised it by 2 

per cent as compared to the federal tax. And I expect now, 

because the federal budget has raised taxes again, there will 

prpbably be extra money although I am not sure of it. That 

is the up-front way to do things, Mr. Speaker, the personal 

income tax raised by 2 per cent. We also stuck it to the 

people who drink alcholic beverages, they have to pay more 

for liquor and beer now. These are luxuraies, nobody needs 

them. And the tobacco tax; All these smokers, all these 

offensive people who insist on smoking, well, we are putting 

a tax on them to make sure that they pay for their pleasure, 

so-called. And we have raised certain fees on motor vehicles 

and matters of that type. Well, that is a responsible method 

of handling an economy, you have to raise money and you do it 

up front. And that is the sort of thing that this government 

has done and I am quite proud to be associated with it. So, Mr. 
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~IR. S'l'AGC : Speaker. in conclusion we can say 

that this is a budget that is put together by a group of 

professional~ who are coping \-Tith the problems ef the 

moment , many of them, most of them not brought about by 

their own lack of abilities but are imposed upon us by 

our Canadian friends who are t .emporarily occupying the 

halls of pm-1er in Ottawa. And, of course , these are t .he people 

that we have come to know,and I can not say appreciate , but we 

have come to know them quite well1 
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MR. STAGG: the trio, Mr. Lalonde, Mr. Trudeau and 

Mr. Chretien, because these are the people who are running 

the country. Mr. MacEachen is only their mouthpiece and 

unfortunately -

MR. NEARY: 

MR. STAGG: 

What about Mr. Rompkey? 

Well,unfortunately,Mr. Rompkey, 

our representative in the federal Cabinet appears not to 

understand the issues that are really vital to Newfoundland. 

And if I may make an aside here, Mr. Speaker, in a 

recent debate in the House of Commons where Mr. Crosbie 

gave '·That I would consider to be the definitive word 

on the offshore question - and I commend it to the reading 

of any hon. member. It was on June 8th. and June 9th., 

1982, anybodywho can get their hands on it 1 the Minister 

of Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn) has it there now, it 

puts forward in clear, concise and relatively brief terms 

where Newfoundland stands and where Ottawa should stand 

and where the federal P.C. Party stands vis-a-vis Newfoundland 

and its offshore resources. After Mr. Crosbie finished who 

should get up to speak but Mr. Rompkey. 

Now,there is one thing I have 

learned in my time in the courtroom, there are times 

when you should not cru~;s-examine, there arc times when 

you should just sit down and keep your mouth shut because 

the other person has either won or lost the case, the 

case has not been presented. Now this was a case in which 

Mr. Rompkey, would have been an awful lot better if 

he had just sat down and kept his mouth shut. 

Unfortunatel~ he was not about to do so and he got up 

and he began to attempt to refute the logic of Mr. Cn1sl ic~. 

And in doing so he attempted to refer to the ~ova Scotian 

agreement. You know,the infamous Nova Scotian agreement 

that that group of Liberals,led by Mr. Buchanan in Nova 

Scoti~ signed some time ago. The Liberals in Nova Scotia signed 
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MR. STAGG : with the Liberals in Ottawa, 

the Nov<~ Scotia o£fshore agreement where the -

MR. SI~~S: Where they gave it away to the 

feds , is that the one? 

MR. STAGG : Where they gave it away to the 

feds . Yes, that is the one . 

Well, Mr. Rompkey was of the 

opinion that the Nova Scotia government had a veto , v-e-t-o , 

over any arrangement or any agreement or any question that 

might be handled by that five member board that is going 

to administer the offshore . Now the situation is there 

are five people to be appointed to the board that is going 

to manage Nova Scotia 's offshore resources if.in fact,they 

have any . 
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MR. STAGG: We are hearing a lot about gas over 

there recently,but a lot of that gas may be just guck. 

But I hope for their sake that they do have some gas. 

MR. HODDER: This is boring. 

MR. STAGG: Yes, the member from Port 

au Port says it is boring, Well,the member from Port au 

Port is going to hear a little bit more about this, about 

how his Liberal friends in Nova Scotia and his Liberal 

friends in Ottawa and his great Liberal friend in Grand 

Falls/White Bay/Labrador (Mr. Rompkey),what he knows about 

the Nova Scotian agreement. He said that Nova Scotia had 

a veto and when Mr. Crosbie got up and exposed him for the 

ignoramus that he was, he tried to retract. But, Mr. Speaker, 

one thing you cannot do when you have Hansard, when 

you have the ubiquitous microphone in front of you, once 

you have said it, you cannot-

AN HON.~EMBE~: You cannot change it. 

MR. STAGG: That is right - you cannot 

call it back. He should have kept his mouth shut, because 

words unexpressed may sometimes fall back dead,but God him­

self cannot kill them when they are said. A great poet said 

that_ I do not know who he was,his name may be anonymous, 

but it ~3 being repeated by me at this time, I think it 

is appropriate. Mr. Rompkey tried to say what Nova Scotia 

had was an option,and then he tried to scurry on to Jther 

matters. But that is where Mr. Rompkey stands on a matter 

so vital to the Newfoundland economy and to the Newfoundland 

issue. 

HR. BUTT: 

is over. 

MR. STAGG: 

He does not know the war 

The member for Fogo, in his 

usual carping style, is attempting to divert me from this. 

Well 1 I suggest to hon. members opposite, if they were to 
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M.R. STJ\GG : do anything, if they were to 

accomplish anything in this House of Assembly other than 

to be rag tag artillery remnants of the Liberal Party 

in this Province , if they were to accomplish anything in 

this House of Assembly, I '\"OUld ask one parFis:;p.lar member 

of the opposition, for whom many of us have a certain amount 

of respect in certain categorries, and that is he is purported 

to be well equipped with grey matter, not on the top of hi~ 

head but in the inside of his head - we have one member 

opposite who has a great deal of grey matter on the top 

of his head, but there is another one of the hon . members 

opposite, the former , former, former Leader of the Opposition 

once removed, who is reputed to be quite a clever fellow. Of 

course I speak about the member for the Straits of Belle 

Isle (~1r . Roberts). And what I would like for him to do, 

and I requested him to do it recently- Mr.Speaker, if only 

there were television cameras here now. 
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MR. F. STAGG: I hold up the proposal for 

settlement, Canada/Newfoundland offshore negotiations, presented 

by Newfoundland on January 25th. 1982. I would like for that 

gentleman to have the political sagacity, and the hon. member 

attempts to tell me how to pronounce words. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Do you know any jokes or is that 

something you learned on channel 13? 

MR. STAGG: I am correct. Of course I am 

correct. I would ask that the member for the Strait of Belle Isle 

( Mr. Roberts ) , who is not here today as is his wont, I woti]d 

ask him to analyze this document and to say where it is deficient 

so far as the protecting of Newfoundalnd is concerned. I challenge 

him especially, and if he does not do it, I would challenge any 

other member of the Opposition who thinks he has a political future 

in this Province to analyze this document and to say where is it 

deficient as it pertains to the guarding of Newfoundland's future. 

And I would suggest, what they will find -

AN HON. MEMBER: They will have to read it first . 

MR. STAGG: Yes, they have to read it first. 

They have not read it. They went through the whole election and did 

not read it. And what they will find is that this is a document 

which is a blueprint for the Economic Development of Newfoundland, 

because it has in it the great prospect for the fiscal rehabilitation 

of Newfoundland, indeed the fiscal rehabilitation of Canada. 

So it is something that the han. members opposite should be familiar 

with, and if han. members opposite would say - Hr. Speaker, I am 

going to take one more minute - if han. members opposite after 

reading this document were to hold a press conference and say, 'We 

agree that the proposal for settlement of January 25th, 1982, is a 

reasonable 

~ q -~ .·. 



June 30, 1982 Tape No. 1875 MLeP - 2 

MR. STAGG: proposal, or we disagree with these 

particulars; then they would be on their way into power. But, 

Mr. Speaker, I would tell you right now I predict that they 

will avoid it like the plague. They will avoid it like the 

plague because they are afraid of it, they know that it is 

the document that the people of Newfoundland voted on on 

April 6th. And they do not want to be reminded of it. They do 

not want to be reminded of it . . Well, han. gentleman, let me 

tell you, let me tell you because I feel for you, I feel for 

you because I realized that you are over there and you think 

that you are there for the rest of you lives, if you can get 

re-elected. You are over there and you will be out of power 

and you will have the Opposition mentality. You are slouching 

around, half dressed, that sort of thing. You know what 

happens when you are too long in Opposition, you loose respect 

for everything. Well, I would ask han. gentleman if they 

wish to get back into power, and only one of them was ever 

in power, two of them were in power, if they ever wish to get 

into power that they must address themselves to these major 

issues as outlined in this proposal for settlement in the Canada 

offshore negotiations. It is a suggestion, it is only a 

suggestion, I think it is the same kind of suggestion that 

Mr. Bennett out in Corner Brook - Mr. Jim Bennett is saying 

that the Liberal Party needs to be revived 7 
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HR. STAGG: it needs to be stabbed in the back 

perhaps, even, who l~nows? He seems to have the right 

idea, that they are all a group of people who are living 

in the past. And the Liberal Party in the Province wants 

to be vibrant and look forward and to be at least comparable 

to the Peckford administration. 

MR. SPEAKER (RUSSELL) : 

MR. STAGG: 

into the good stuff too. 

Order, please! 

The hon. member's time has expired. 

Oh, Mr. Speaker,I was just getting 

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Eagle River. 

MR. HISCOCK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With 

regard to the budget, as the member for Stepenville (Mr. 

Stagg) was saying, there is no doubt that we have to 

increase revenue in order to look after the economy. I 

was just going through the 1979, 1980, 1981 and 1982 

budgets, Mr. Speaker. I was . just looking at them. In the 

1979 budget we increased tobbaco tax by five cents; 

tax on insurance companies from 2 per cent to 3 per cent; 

vehicle registration, $10.00 per vehicle; tax on 

aviationfuel from seven-tenths to one per cent Der litre and 

a 4 per cent tax being introduced on media advertising. 

That was in 1979. 

Back in 1980, $7.5 million 

was raised throush taxes; another e ight cents on a pack 

of cigarettes; corporation income tax up by 1 per cent, 

insurance company tax being exten~~d to non-profit 

organizations and interest rates ·Jn government loans being 

increased from 6 r 0 r cent to 8 per cent. That was back 

in 1980, increases >n these fishermen loans, farmer loans 

and so on. 

Now it has gone up - within two 

years it has doubled - it is up to 12 per cent now. 
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HR. HISCOCK: the various i.ncreases .being applied 

to wildlife and park permits, they never even said how 

much they were increased . 

In 1981 we had a tobacco tax again, 

another ten cents on a .package; drivers licence $2.00 per 

year registration. And then, of course, it breaks it dm.m, 

$8 . 00 for vehicles under a certain weight and $15.00 for 

others; gasoline tax being. increased immediately by an 

amount of one cent per litre and two cents per litre on 

diesel fuel. In future the tax will be changed from a 

fixed rate to a percentage rate . That was back in 1981. 
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MR. E. HISCOCK: Then, of course, the Liquor 

Commission was asked to raise an extra $4 million. In 

the 1982 budget we saw that there was a ceiling of 5 per 

cent on Senior Public Servants wage increases, as well 

an income tax increase raised by another 2 per cent, a 

tobacco tax, another ten cents on a package, the New­

foundland Liquor Commission asked to raise another 

$5.5 million, corporation tax went up from 1 per cent 

to 16 per cent effective January 1st, a new capital tax 

of 1.5 per cent will be imposed on banks, loan and, 

trust companies, and various government fees are to be in­

creased another $1 million. Interest rates on new loans 

by the Fisheries Loan Board, the Farm Development Loan 

Board, the Rural Development Authority are increased 

from 8 per cent to 12 per cent. Back in 1980 they were 

only 6 per cent, now they are up to 12 per cent. Hospital 

charges, our medicare system that we hear so much about, 

ward charges from $3.00 to $5.00 a day, simi-private 

rooms from $12.00 to $20.00 a day and private rooms from 

$18.00 to $30.00 a day, as well as other taxes. We have 

11 per cent sales tax in the Province, we have the high­

est income tax in the Province. With regard to the economy, 

the Parliamentary Assistant held up a document and said, 

'Deal with that'. I ask this House, Mr. Speaker, and the 

people of our Province, we are overtaxed, very, very over­

taxed and what are we getting for it? The member for 

Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) get up and says, 'We are spending 

so much on education and so much on hospitals'. Surely we 

need to modernize our schools and get new schools and that 

is what government is there for. But one of the things that 
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MR. HISCOCK: I cannot understand, with only 

eight of us over here, is why the government, that is 

the government and will be the government for the next 

four years, and with the attitude the member for 

Stephenville (Mr. Stagg) has, he thinks they will be 

there for a long time, why is it that they do not in 

actual fact g~t on with the job of governing? Why are 

they more concerned with the Opposition, eight members 

over here, than getting on with the job of trying to 

tackle the -

MR. NEARY: Hear, hear: 

MR. HISCOCK: - problems of the mining in-

dustry in Labrador Cit~Wabush and down in Baie de 

Verte, trying to solve the educational problems that 

we have as a result of Grade Xll, trying to solve 

our fishing problems that we have. Why is it they 

spend so much time being concerned with the eight 

members here? Obviously, Mr. Speaker, more of their 

energy is going into that field than in trying to 

come up with concrete solutions. What we are expect­

ing in this Province and what we are not getting LS 

good government. We are paying enough for it, we are 

paying the highest rates in Canada in regard to taxation. 

But are we getting good government? Are we getting a 

fair return on our dollar? Obviously, the answer Ls no. 
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MR. HISCOCK: With regard to winning forty -four 

seats in the last election, obviously our people felt for 

various reasons they wanted that type of government. It is 

often said we get what we deserve and obviously we deserve 

what we got. But good government, Mr. Speaker, are we getting 

good government? Can we expect it? With regard to tomorrow 

tomorrow is Memorial Day as well as a national holiday, 

Canada Day. And I am sure the people, our war veterans 

of the First and Second World Wars who fought for freedom and 

justice, I am sure when they look at this government with 

regard to the direction that government is taking us in 

the economy, I am sure they are not very pleased, and not very 

pleased about the way they have handled the economy for the past 

10 years. And as I said, with the Peckford administration in the 

past four years, again we have not really seen much leadership. 

We have seen everything being blamed on the national government, 

particularly in the past four years of the Peckford administration. 

That is their approach those are the tactics they have decided 

to use. But with regard to -

MR. SPEAKER (RUSSELL) : A point of order. 

The hon. member for Stephenville. 

MR. STAGG: Mr. Speaker, there are certain rules 

in the House with regard to attire, the way hon. members are 

supposed to dress. Now, the hen. member has been in the House 

for the second or third day with a despicable tie. I am not sure 

what colour it is, I am colour blind, but I believe it is not 

appropriate for this House of Assembly. So I would ask, Mr. 

Speaker, that he be asked to remove the tie or remove himself 

from the House of Assembly and wear something appropriate. 
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Mll.. S PP.l\KER JB_usse l_l) ..:._ The hon. Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. NEARY: How silly can you get, Mr. Speaker? 

Everybody knows that is not a point of order and I would ask 

Your Honour -

MR HODDER: He is an embarrassment to the 

House. 

MR. NEARY: Yes. - to direct the hon. gentleman, 

Mr. Speaker, not to be deliberately jnterruptinq my hon. colleague 

who is making an excellent speech. 

MR.~K~:. Order, please. 

The hon. member for Stephenville 

(Mr. Stagg) did not raise a valid point of order. 

MR. HISCOCK: Mr. Speaker, that only reenforces 

what I just said. Here we have a parliamentary secretary, hopefully 

Cabinet material, who would like to get into the Cabinet and 

instead of being down in his office doing some work and 

actually trying to solve some of the problems in this Province, 

he gets up on a Point of Order questioning one's tie. The 

Member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) asked the question whether you were 

wearing a Labatts tie? Maybe you are wearing a Labatts tie. 

We noticed the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) was wearing 

an E.P.A. tie today, and the Minister of Forestry (Mr. Power) 

of course, has a Bulgarian tie on today. But, anyway, we 

could get into various things in that way. But with regard 

to the other point that I would like to get into, Mr. Speaker, 

good government, we are celebrating our National Holiday 

tomorrow. After one hundred and fifteen years we are 3eeing 

the nation probably at its worst time·, with a 
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MR. HISCOCK: $20 million deficit. And I do not 

really care, Mr. Speaker, who we blame it on, but this 

government and all the governments of the provinces have to 

accept the blame, at least part of the blame, of not trying 

to find some solutions to our problems today. We have the 

member for Stephenville (Mr. Stagg} up criticizing Nova Scotia, 

and criti~ing of one of our sister provinces, instead of 

being pleased with them. At least they have an agreement, 

and they probably will have some type of development before 

us. Instead of being pleased for them, what are we doing? 

Here we are cutting up one of the other parts of our confederation. 

So, no wonder this nation has the problems that is has today, 

and that is why confederation is in trouble. Nobody wants 

to be a net contributor these days, everybody wants everything 

from the confederation, and nobody wants to turn around and 

co-operate, and make sure that we get a fair share in developing 

this great country of ours. Are we getting that, Mr. Speaker? 

The answer is no. We are not seeing any leadership from the 

provinces. The leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary} - we 

were talking the other day and the member from LaPoile was 

saying with regard to the economy; are there any businessmen in 

this Province looking towards the Premier of this Province 

for a solution to the problems with our economy? Obviously, 

the answer is no. Is anybody looking to the Premiers of Nova 

Scotia, or Ontario, or B.C., and looking for solutions there? 

The answer is no. They all go to the federal government for 

the solutions, so much ~q th~t we are finding ourselves trying 

to keep the country going with a $20 billion deficit. And here 

is the government criticizing the deficit, but yet the Minister 

of Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn} is asking for another $30 

million for a Fisheries College, the Minister of Forestry 

(Mr. Power} is asking for X number of other things. Here are 

DREE agreements and X 
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MR . HISCOCK: --- number of other things , an.d of 

co urse, ~.,c ~oJant it, w0 want every r lnng. ~·he silme is true for Quebec, 

the same is true for Ontario , and the same is true for Nova Sc!=>tia 

and all of the other provinces , we want everything , and what we 

have is a $20 billion deficit . But are \.,re seeing any direction 

from the provinces to solve some of our problems , Mr . Speaker. 

No , we are not . 1\nd , as I s aid, 

Mr . Speaker,when our historians look back upon thi s decade , the 70s 

to the 80s, whatever criticism they give the national government , 

one of the greatest failings is obviously the lack of foresight 

on the part of the Premier ' s and the provinces t o contribute 

to the national good, and try to solve some of our problems on 

the national level. But what we have seen is a period in Canada, 

for whiltever r.eason, where the pr.ov.i.nces have rever.ted back 

themselves, thinking only of themselves , putting up more ba.r riers 

instead of trying to 
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MR. HISCOCK: reach the potential 

that we have. As I said,tomorrow is our national 

holiday anct ~emorial Da~ and is this House being 

closed? Are we givinq the Nation the respect that it deserves? 

No. We are going to open as usual. Even the banks 

are going to be closed tomorrow and other things. And I, 

for one, Mr. Speaker, find it a bit despicable 

that here we are in a great country and we cannot even 

observe the day.The same was also true of our own holiday 

of June 24th. Did we observe that after so many years and 

say, let us go forward and build a great province and a 

great country? No, we are not seeing that, Mr. Speaker. 

We are getting up and making points of order on 

members' ties in the House. That is the leadership, 

Mr. Speaker, we have in this Province. And there are a 

lot of members in the provincialgovernments ?cross this 

country who are like the parliamentary secretary from 

Stephenville (Mr. Stagg). 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I 

adjourn the debate. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER (RUSSELL) : 

MR. NEARY: 

DR. COLLINS: 

MR. NEARY: 

The hon. Minister of Finance. 

Mr. Speaker. 

The hon. member has spoken. 

I was on my feet before the 

hon. gentleman came back to his seat, Mr. Speaker. 

DR. COLLINS: The hon. member has spoken. 

MR. NEARY: I certainly have not sooken. 

DR. COLLINS: You have spokenin the debate. 

MR. NEARY: No, I have not spoken in the 

debate. 

MR. TULK: Not in this debate. 

MR. NEARY: No. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the hon. Minister of Finance 

(Dr. Collins) would like to yield, I would be willinq to 
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MR. SPEAKER (RUSSELL): recognize the hon. Leader 

of the Opposition. 

MR. NF.ARY: Mr. Speaker , it is qcttinq near 

six, could ! move the adjournment of the debate until 

tomorrow. Would the Government Rouse Leader (Mr. Marshall) 

agree? 

SOME RON. MEMBERS : No . 

MR. NE.ARY: ! am talking to the Government 

House Leader . Would the hon. gentleman agree to move the 

adjournment of the debate until tomorrow. It is getting 

near six o'clock. 

MR. MARSHALL : Oh,certainly, Mr . Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Let it be noted that the hon. 

Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) has adjourned the 

debate. 

MR. MARSHALL: Well,you can call it six o'clock 

if you like, Mr. Speaker . This is Wednesday. 

MR. SPEAKER : ! will call it six of the clock . 

I do leave the Chair until tomorrow, Thursday,at three 

of the clock . 
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