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The House met at 3:00 P. M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEARKER (Russell) : Order, please!

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member for Fogo.

MR. TULK: Mr. Speaker, I have a

gquestion for the Minister of Forest Resources and Lands

(Mr. Power), and it concerns a measure recently taken in

the most recent Budget. In that Budget there were a number
of tax measures, and one of those tax measures was an
increase in the royalty or the tax paid to the government
by wood contractors or paper companies who cut various

types of wood on Crown lands, that is lands and forest con-
trolled by the government, in other words, stumpage, Mr.
Speaker. Would the minister tell the House what the rates
were before and after the Budget for various types of wood -
cutting, that is, for lumber, pulp wood, construction timber,
fuel wood and so on?

MR. SPEARKER: The hon. Minister of Forest
Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, the stumpage rates
increased in the recent Budget basically have two categories,
a category where we supply the roads, supplied by the
government, at government expense, and also the stumpage
rate that is affected directly by whether they are
harvesting to salvage the spruce budworm-killed stands or
whether it is basically healthy stands. The rates before
the Budget were $2.00 and $3.00 respectively depending on
whether the government supplied roads or not, and they

are now $5.16 and $8.12, I think it is.

MR. TULK: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

2490
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MR. SPLAKTER [Russsll] The hon. member for Togo.

MR. TCLK: Mr., Speaker, I am glad that

the minister pointed out cne large increasc,and that was

2 well aware, pulpwocd cucting largely

sawwillare in Lusiness, and the increase

has bheen,as he said, From $2.00 to $8.10 to 59.18.
MR, LUSIT: A four hundred poer cont
increasa.

MR. TULK: In other words, that is a

Would the ministcr now

inform the House what the impact on th2 pulpwood industry,

and in parcicular the export pulpweod industry, nas been as a
resull of thab increase in tax? Did he censnlt nis officials
or any officials of the paper companies, and what was their
advice to him?

MR. SPEAKER: The hen. Miniscer of Forest

Resources anrd Lands

)

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, as 1t relates

to Lhe pulp and papeu ndustey and the sawmlliing indusitry

and the lncreased stumpags , as of ccourse all persons
in the Province wow there is no stumpage collected on

the company liceaced or held limits. These stumpage rates
only apply io Crown lands The affect that they will have
both on the sawmilling industry and the industry generally

itself, and certainly the rates have nct increased 400

per cent, the

K
W

ces are up 260 per cent from 1974, which was
the last time stumpage rates were increased in the Province.

During that time, Erom 1974 to the Budget of 1982, the cost of

reysprint

Frevipas e up over 300

e

per cent - the valve cf

newstrint. The cost of supplying

Wi

hove ailther partial sowmilling

is up over 200 per cent
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MR. POWER:

supplying roads. Our increase is one which is certainly in
line with the stumpage rate,and less than the stumpage rates
in all other parts of Atlantic Canada; in line with not only
the stumpage increases in the Budget but the fact that
sawmilling licences havec ot increased. BAnd the fact that this
government took the bold initiative of not having any sales
tax charged on any sawmilling equipment, we think are ways
of stimulating the already depressed sawmilling market

as it relates to the export of pulp in this Province. There
is one contractor who has a fairly extensive contract for
the export of pulpwood and because that is being harvested
mainly from salvage lots that we have identified, where

most of it is bud-killed,and where we certainly do not

wish to jeopardize the export contract he has. I have talked
to the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) and government

will be negotiating with that person. The stumpage rates
certainly will allowed him +to continue to export wooé and
keep persons employed in the Province,and certainly at

the same time, Mr. Speaker, to allow for a reasonable,

fair return to the people of this Province in the form

of stumpage for a resource which it is being used.

MR. TULK: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Supplementary, the hon. member

for Fogo.

MR. TULK: I do not know whether the minister

is aware of it or not,but today,and starting last weekend,
we are witnessing perhaps the shutdown of the export
pulpwood industry in this Province,and in particular in

the districts of Lewisporte, Twillingate and Fogo. Those
arc the arcas that I am particularly aware of. According

to the people in that area ,the increase has been from $2.00
to $9.00. He says that he has spoken to the Minister of

of Finance and if this situation is not cleared up we
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MR. TULK: are goinqg to sce 200 to 300 -
perhaps 500-pecople suz of work in that arza. The shutdown
has begun. Now would the minister tell the House just
exactly what thabt stumpage rare is golng to be, that rovalty
rate for those peopie?

Uhe hor. Minister of foresl

MR. SPEAKER

Reszources and Lanas.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, as I have said, the
stumpage race has gone from in that oiven area of Lud-killed salvage
harvesting from $2.00 te $5.16, that, ™Mr. Sveaker, ig if

we are supolyindg the road to (hak resource?

I have talked to the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collinsg) . We

U]

will certainly <o all that is necessary to accommodatc

Lhe contract for exporting the bud-

the exporter whao

Rilied ciwber. avd I ow gred to say, Mr. Speaker, Lhat maybe

it is a good time to take notice that the policies of

romant a@s il relates to barvesting of bud-killed

m

this gow
timber, botn lor iocal industyy in this Provinee and  for
expor:, has been successful  and, according to the member

for Foge (Mr. Tulk), is employing as much as 300 to 500

pecplie.

SOME_HON._ﬂEHBERS: ilear, hear.

MR. TULK: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPUEARDI Minai supplementary, the hon.
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK: Mi-. Speaker, khe minister has

still not answered the question. Now in a telex that was
sent to some of his direckors in regional offices in this
Province , he indicated that on access roads wheve - or

his deputy minister irndicated -~ Lhe price was from $2.00

Ly 22,00 noer o Tor solveaod timber, iU has
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MR. TULK: now gone from $8 to $10 per cord.
Now the minister is saying $5.16. But I tell him that where he
provides an access road, the budgetary measures say that they
will pay $8.10 to $9.18,I believe it 6is per cord. Now what is
the new rate that he is indeed going to charge if he is indeed
going to change the rate?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Minister of Forest

Resources and Lands.

MR. POWLR: Mr. Speaker, I think I have
answered three times already that we have initiated new stumpage
rates in this Province as a budgetary measure and also as a

way of getting a fair return on a resource being utilized in
this Province by persons in the Province itself. As it relates
to the companies, we are certainly hoping that the new stumpage
rates that we have for Crown limits will be ones that will form
a basis for discussion with the paper companies, esvecially
Abitibi-Price in the next week or two as it relates to their
land tenure, where they now pay no stumpage rates, and, under

the new forest management agreements being initiated by this
government with the companies,stumpage will be charged and
certainly we would like to get close to the new stumpage

rates of $8.00 rather than the old stumpage rate of $2.00 or
$3.00.

As it relates to the exporter,
as I say, I cannot give the member exactly what the stumpage
rate is going to be for this one particular contract of who has an
export contract. I will say that we will be discussing it with
the Department of Finance and certainly everything will be dome
to keep Newfoundlanders working in the export of pulpwood as
we have done in the last twelve months.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPERKER {Russell): The hon. Leader of the
Oprosition.
MR. NIARY: M1, Speaker, za supplementarye
When phe hon. gontleman ref Fo Your roads” is the hon.
minister reforzrine o roads that ars funded -

Yes.

- paild for by the Goverament of

our roads” the hon. gentlemar is talking about?
The hor. Minister of Forest

e
iy

ands.

Resources and

MR. POWER: M. Speaker .1 am talking about our

no A, . :
roads keing built ir. and for the Province of Newfoundland and

for the pecple of Newfoundland.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplemertary.

MR. SPEARER: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
ﬂﬂl_ﬁgﬁgg;ﬁ Mr. Epcaker, 1 understand from the
answers gilven to my colleague, the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk), who

i asking some very good cuestions on this parcticular matter

S5

which seems to be developing into a bit of a crisis, that he was

made fecommerdations tc the Minisker of Iinance (Dr. Collins)

1n connect

iorn with one larce operator . Would the hon. gentieman

care to tell the Houvse what these recommendations involved —
MR. TULK: And who the oveorator is.

MR. NEARY: - and 7h¢ the vberator is @

MR. SPZAKER: The hon. Minister of Forest
Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr., Speaker, T do not care at

this time to release the name of the operator. Obviously therc

Ls a maktler of some neqobiabing bebween Lhe vorsons in M one
that he has 2 contrazt with to supply pulpweod at a certain
giver price. I will say Chat pecause it relates to the

Department of
matter I

iocomncdating

TForestry and becavse it is also a budgetary

talked to the Minister of Finarnce, we will be
thig on te kecp Mewfoundlanders employed .
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MR. POWER: And 1 just wish the same could
be said for other governments which have some contrel and
direct 1ffect on the sawmilling industry marticularly as it

relates to high interest rates, whici have nrettv well avervone
in the sawmilling industry in Newfoundland, if not in a state
of bankruptey then certainly near bankruptcy.

MR. NFEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon.

Leader of the Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, is the hon. gentleman
telling the House that he made a recommendation to the Minister of
Finance (Dr. Collins) to accommodate one operator only? Would not
all the operators be in the same boat? And while the hon. gentleman
is on his feet ,would he also indicate that this retail sales tax
exemption that they are giving on the purchase of new eguipment

and so forth, they are giving it in
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_MR.NEARY: one hand and taking it away
on the olther- is that not the way it works out?

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): Hon. minister of Forest Rescucces

and Lands.

Mr. Spoaker, thoere scems to be
che ranks oppositce as it

industry is working and Functioning

There is certainly a very large

and significant difference ag it relates te the

managewent of the rescurce today than it has been at

any time in the last seventy-five or eighty years. Our
government, certainly since 1974, has made bold initiatives.
in 1974 with The Foraesl Land (Mananoewent Taxalion) Acl,

in 1982 , For ins-ance richtk now,in taking away the sales
tax on capltal eguipmen: for =awmills. This year we

have chang:d the stumpage rates. One of the unfortunale
side effects of changing the stumpage is that certain
local, independent pulpwood harvesters may feel that

they are now in jenpardy'or their business is in jeoparvdy,

because the stunipage rates are increased. The stumpaqge

rates are basi

21ly paild by Lhe first purchases of

che Provirce whiclhi oftentimes ig either the two

large paper comparies themselves, or the person whe is
doing the brokerzge for export. In this case there is
one person who has come to my departmwent as it ralates
Lo exrnorc woond, and we will certainly accommodate

the exporting of woed in this Province to a stumpage
rate which is feir and just and returng tO the people
of the Province a fair amount of money Eor the uses of

the resources hal we conkrol.

MR.TULK: Mr. Specaker.
MR. SPEAKER: e hon. menmber {or [Fogo.

~3
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MR.TULK: Mr. Speaker, yes- T must tell

the Minister of Forest Resources and Lands (Mr.Powver)
that there is a lack of understanding in this House. It

is beyond me how a minister would make a recommendation
for a budqgetary change and then a few days afterwards come
back and fuddle around with what he is going to revert
back to. I want to ask the minister a gquestion: Did

the minister have any input in deciding these rates or

are they solely the result of the work of the Minister
of Finance ( Dr. Collins ) and tue Premier?

_MR. WARREN: o ansver.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Port Au
Port.
MR.IODDER: Mr. Speaker, I too have a question

for the Ministor of Forestry (Mr.Power). Mr. Speaker,

the Stephenville mill, the Abitibi-Price mill, that mill,

Mr. Speaker, eighty-five per cent of its wood supply

comes from Crown land, eighty-five per cent of its wood
supply'which is now subject to the new rate. Would the
minister tell me what the effect of the raise in the

stumpage fee will be on the Abitibi-Price mill in Stephenville?
MR.SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of TForest

Resources and Lands.

204w
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MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, the opening of

the Abitibi newspaper mill in Newfoundland this year is

a significant move by the people of Newfoundland. In
order to get that mill reopened, a contract was negotiated
and entered into betwszen bhe CGCovernment of Wewfoundland
and Abitibi-Price Corporation. Basically, it allows for
stumpage ratzs to be set for a certain period of Lime.
Those stumpagye rates are subject o review in eighteen
months time, and we would hope at that time that they
become subject to newer, higher and fairer returns on the

resourxce for the people of Newfoundland.

MR, HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): & supplementary, the hon. the

member for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER: Mr, Speaker, is the minister saying that in eighteen months
time the new rates will come into effect?

_MR. POWER: No.

viR. NEARY : Immediately? They will come

into effect immediately?

MR. POWER: I say 1in eighteen months

time the rates that Abitibi have for Stephenville are

subject to raview.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, on the -

LK 4r. Speaker.

Okay, I will let it go.

The hon. the member for Fogo.

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask
the minister another gquestion. It is my understanding
that those stumpage or royalty rates or taxes, whatever
you want to call them, are alrcady in cffect. They have
been in effect since April l1st. I would like to ask him

again, in view of the fact that we are trying to salvage
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MR. TULK: a great deal of budworm
infested timber in this Province, will he go back to
the original rates and will he see that they come off
as of April 1lst and that nobody is charged any more
for stumpage rates than they were last year in trying
to salvage what in four years is going to be lying on

the ground rotten? Will he go back to thdt original

rate?
MR. NEARY: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of

Forest Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, there are two
rates, one for the harvesting of bud-killed, salvaged
timber from designated salvage areas, the other is a
royalty rate, stumpage rate for healthy timber being
taken from other areas of the Province. We do not
intend, as a government, to go back to the stumpage
rates which have been in effect since 1974. They
are simply not fair, they are not reasonable

nor nractical in 1982 to expect the Government of
Newfoundland on behalf of its citizens to not get a
fair return on a resource that is being used. Our
own rates now are still less than in any other part
of Atlantic Canada. Roads are being supplied by the
Government of Newfoundland and the Government of
Canada under an agreement between our governments.
Mr. Speaker, all I can say is that we intend to be
fair and just to the exporters who are now exporting
wood, Mr. Speaker, again on the initiative of this
government,because we went out and sought markets
for export of damaged bud-killed timber and it just
shows that our policies in forestry are working.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
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MR. TULK: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon.

the menber for Togo.

MR. TULK: Mr. Speaker, I want to ask
the mindlster ancthzr quostion on this whole thina, and
that is, ig he aware what the net profit of a local
contractor, say, in the North=astc part of this Province
in the districts of Lewisporte, Twillingate or Togo
was last vear? 2And secondly, will he now send his
officiats out to consult with those pecple tu sce

what type of royalty or how much of the royalty they
can pay?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.

Mr. Speakex, if the guestion
is whether I am aware of the net proifit of any person
involved in export,or company invelved in export, or

anybody

,.v
N2
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MR. C. POWER: involved in sawmilling, I do not
really know. I know that this government is not bringing

in policies which are going to handicap the industry any further
than they have been handicapped. The real problem with the
sawmilling industry in Newfoundland is exactly the same as the
real problem with the sawmilling industry in British Columbia

or any other province of Canada. They simply cannot produce

a product and sell it in the market conditions that we presently
have in Canada. BAnd certainly the high interest rates are the
most detrimental effect on sawmillers all across Canada in any
given province. What we are doing, Mr. Speaker, is trying to
relate stumpage rates in 1982 to what they should be. Simply
because they have not been changed since 1974,simply shows that
this government apparently understands what is happening in rural
Newfoundland. The fact that we do not charge any more sales

tax on capital equipment, the fact that we have not increased
sawmilling licences shows that we are doing our part and we

just wish that the other government in Canada who has some control

over the sawmilling industry would do their part.

S0Mts HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. 7. LUSH: ' A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon. the

member for Terra Nova.

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, the loggers and the
sawmillers are the only people that I know of in the country
that have to pay a royalty for the harvesting of a renewable
resource. To indicate how important it is, this royalty, this
stunpage fee, to these loggers,I remind the minister of a

brief that was presehted to him about a year ago from the Unit 2
Forestry Association,which takes in the Bonavista Peninsula

and that whole area. One of the measures they mentioned to the
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MR. 1. LUSH

3 Minister, cut of three measurcs

whicih theay :thoughi wera very important, one of the measurcs

thev mentioned-ana Lhe way it vas

iy an immedliate

lumber induscry, the removal of rovalties

on lumber producsion.  Now I realize T have moved i from the

pulpwocd to sawlcgs, and the question ! ask the minister-was
o =3 L

"

there never any consideration given to this urgent request from
this large sawmill industria! group and showing the importance

of the stumpage fee to them, was there
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MR. LUSH: never any position taken
on whether or not we should remove this stumpage fee
with respect to lumber production for these people who
are indeed struggling to stay in the business?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of

Forest Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, I can only
reiterate what I have already said, that this Province,
with its limited financial resources, took certain
measures in a recent budget, a very well-prepared and
well-delivered budget, well received by the people of
Newfoundland, we had to take certain financial measures
in that budget. We also took certain measures, Mr.
Speaker, to make life a little easier for sawmillers,such
as removing the sales tax on capital equipment. All

I can say is that we cannot solve all the problems in
the sawmilling industry in Newfoundland until somebody
in Ottawa decides to change the high interest rate
policy that they have.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the member for
Port au Port.

MR. IIODDER: Mr. Speaker, I would like
to ask the minister again what effect will the new
stumpage rates have on the Grand Falls mill, the
Bowaters mill in Corner Brook,;and the Abitibi-Price

in Stephenville? What effect will these new price
increases have? And when will they come into effect?
Would the minister tell us exactly how much extra these
mills will have to pay?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Minister of
Forest Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, as I said,
most of the wood that goes to the Grand Falls mill,

and to the Corner Brook mill,comes from company-held
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MR. POWER: limits, so no stumpage is
paid to the govarnment of Newfoundland.

As 1t relates to the
Stephenville mill, because of an agreement entercd
into with some foresighlh by this govevrnmeni, as
opposed to the Linerboard mill) which was there, we
allowed in that agreement with the company for a
stumpage rate which will be reviewed in eighteen months
time. Hopefully the new stumpage rates negotiated
between this government, as the ERCO power contract, as

the Bowater power contract -

5OME_HON. MEMBERS: lear, hear!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. PFOWER: - and all the other things

that this government have done to get a fair return for
the people of Nawfoundland,will relate to the woods
industry. The real effect of this agreement, these new
stunpage rates may have on the companies in Newfoundland.
is that when we get the land tenure negotiations dong,
when we gel the two companies to enter into forest
management agreements, when the resource will come back
under the control of the pecple who rightfully own it,
then the people of Newfcundland will get a better return
on that very valuable resource.

MR. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr.Speakor.

MR. SPEBKER (Russell): A supplementary., the hon.

the member for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Speakexr, I want to ask
the minister point~blank will the sub-contractors who are
supplying the Stephenville mill be paying the new
stumpage rates?

MR. NEARY: Hear, hear! A good question.

~2
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MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of Forest

Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, the stumpage rate as
it relates to a private contractor is covered by the new
stumpage rates put into effect as of the recent budget.
The company, Abitibi-Price, has agreed to pay the new
stumpage rates-

MR. HODDER: Por how long?

MR. POWER: - for wood produced up until June 15,
upon which time they will be considering how much wood
they require for this year, whether they will be getting
it from company limits or Crown limits, and, if and when,
they will obviously be using the union agreement on Crown

limits,

210h
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MR. POWER: in which case the benefit to

the people of Newloundland, khrough higher taxes being paid by
persons who earn a higher return for the work that they do

in the union agreement on company limite,then the Province

of Newfoundland will still get good returns [(rom a resource

which is rightfully ours.

MR. HODDER: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Supplementary, the hon. member

for Port au Port.

MR. TIODDER: Mr. Speaker, o can tell the minisloer
what Abitibi-Price says the cost is going to mean. They say

it is going to mean from $8.00 to $10.00 a ton on their
newsprint on the world market. Now the guestion I have

for the minister -

MR. NEARY: That is down time.

MR. TULK: That is in Stephenville, you know.
MR. HODDER: That is in Stephenville.

MR. NEARY: That means down time.

MR. TIODDER: That is in Stephcenviile - $8.00

to $10.00 a ton. Now I want to ask the minister another
question. In light of the fact that the U.S. mills at the
present time are dumping their puip on the Turopean market
and that there is a price war going on,and in Light of the
fact that the President of MacMillan-Bloedel said recently
that he felt that the industry was in a down-turn, and

in light of the fact that the Buropeans are now looking
for the cheapest softwood possible, does the minister not
think that by raising stumpage tecs, which will affecet

the Stephenville mill, ig that not the most detrimental act
that this government has ever perpetrated on the town of

Stephenville?

MR. WARREN: Hear, hear.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Forest

Resources and Lands.
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MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, it seems that the
basic principle never changes with the members opposite, all
that changes is the topics and titles. It does not change
when it comes to offshore and now in the case of MacMillan-
Bloedel, if they were here, or Abitibi-~Price or Bowaters,
it now appears to be the ordinary taxpayer of the Province
who has got to supplement a big corporation because you
think there is going to be down time. Mr. Speaker, that

is not going to happen. The companies in Newfoundland have
made higher profits in the last four or five years than
they ever have made.The stumpage rates will not materially
affect down time in Stephenville. And as far as whether
persons in Europe or anywhere else are buying the cheapest
quality or the cheapest newsprint that they can get

that is simply not true. What is happening in Europe, as
it happens everywhere else , they want a quality product,
the best newsprint in the world is being produced in a

mill in Stephenville in Newfoundland, and down time for
Stephenville will not be affected marginally by the
stumpage rates implanted by this government only to get

a fair return for a resource which is ours.

MR. HODDER: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russcll): IPinal supplementary, the hon.
member for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER: No, Mr. Speaker, the pulpwood
industry, the competition between the Scandinavian countries
and the Southern U.S. has thrown the European market in
disarray. And I would just like to let the minister know,
in case he does not know it , that the Abitibi-Price mill
sells all of its pulp to the European market. And I

would like to ask the minister again to truthfully tell

the House whether he feels or not that an $8.00 to $10.00

a ton cost because of stumpage rates on the Abitibi mill

will not affect the operations of that mill which, by the

Qi
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MR. HODDER: way, has just started uvp and is
just getting over its produciion problens and has  nol: made
a profit this vear?

MR, SPLRAKET (I The hon. Minister of Toresc

Mr. Speaker, this government, I

t, 1s reasonatiy wo il awarce that bhore 185 a newsprint

mill in Stephenville, reasonably well aware.

SOME e

™2
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MR. POWER: We are also reasonably

well aware of where that newsprint goes, what the cost is,

and we are also reasonably well aware and reasonably determined
to get a fair return in the form of stumpage for a wood
resource that is being used in this Province to supply

jobs in Newfoundland,on the one hand, and also to produce

a product for export. If it comes down that someone says

then it is always the Newfoundland Government who has got to give in,
to subsidize the big operations or someone else, then I think
that is wrong, it is unjust, it is unfair and it is something
which this government does not see as being necessary in

today, 1982.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER (Russell) s The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I would like

to ask the hon. gentleman, resulting from an answer he gave
there a few moments ago; as everyone knows in this Province
this administration because of their lack of plans and policies
have thrown the fishery into chaos, the marketing industry

is in shambles: Now is the hon. gentleman saying that the
forest industry and the paper mills are going to have a

good year, that there will be no down time at Stephenville?
Did I understand the hon. gentleman to say that?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Forest
Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, I can understand

how eighteen got tc be eight. I understand it more every day.

SOME HON. MEMRBERES: Hear, hear!
MR. POWER: I have to say -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR. POWER: - that anybody in this DProvince -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR. POWER: - who does not understand what

is happening in the forest industry - lask year we had a great

discussicn about the spray programme in this House, Mr. Speaker,
a spray programre that was based nupon recommendations orf
the royal comunission. At least three or four ol the cighteen
who were there then -~ who have now become eight and may be
less than that sometime - acknowledged during the debate that
this royal commission raport they had not read it, but they
were willing to discuss the ramifications of it, thcy were
willing to judge the recommendations, but they had not read
from where the recommendations may have come.

wWhat has happcned in Newfoundland
since 1972 as it relates to the forest industry? I will say
this, Mr. Speaker, that I just wish that the Government of
Canada, the big corporations of Canada, or anybody else in
this world, would give to the Newfoundland Government as much
control over its cother rescurceg as we have over the forestry.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. POWER: What we have done in forest

management since 1972 -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. POWER: What we have dene in 1974 with a
Forest Management Taxation Act, which unfortunately burls
a few people who have large grants of land from some pre-—

vious goverhment for some reasons that nobody seems to know

about -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. POWER: - and unfortunately we cannot

collect taxes from those persons who own meore than 300 acres



June 7, 1982 Tape 991 PK - 3

MR, POWER: of land in the Province,
which happened sometime in that twenty-three

year span from 1949 to 1973 or 1972, what we have done in 1979
witha royal commission, what we have done with a spray
programme, what we are about to do in the next couple of

months in signing an agreement -

MR. NEAPT: what is he talkino about, Mr.
Spcaker?
MR. POWER: I will answer the question,

Mr. Speaker, based on forest management and the centrol of

our resources. What we are about to do with the Abitibi-

Price, the largest producer of newsprint in the world, to make

great big Abitibi-Price, the biggest, largest newsprint producer in
the world, come to Newfoundland, conform to Newfoundland

management, to sign land tenure agreements with the

Newfoundland Government which puts them on twenty year

conditional forest leases where they have to do siliveultural

work, where they have to do reforestation, where they have

to return to the people of Newfoundland a resource in

Didiyd
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MR. POWER: some shape and form as they
found it, those things we arc doinyg, Mr. Speaker,

and involved with all that, we happen ko be increasing
stumpace somawhat.

Now, Mr, Speaker, I have to
say that [ just wish that the Minister of Fisheries
(Mr. Morgon) had ke samo control, (he same dogroe ol
nanagemeni over the resource that he is in charqge of in

some way for the Province of Newfoundiand -

PREMIER PICKFORD: He would get a job done precty Tast if
he did.

SOME HON. MEMBERS Hear, hear!

MR. POWER: - I just wish he had. There
would not be the St. Anthonvy problem, there would not
be the quota problems, there would not ke the Cubans

and the Russians and the Poles going off with most of
the resource as they are not going off with the resource

that we have, for instance, right now in forestry.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. POWER: It may hurt hon. members

that we have a consistent, well-thought-out, well-
reasoned policy for forest management in this Province.
It is being done in a co-operative sense between the
federal government and the provincial government, but
done co-cperatively by them because they know the

resource is curs and they cannot take it away from

us.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Fear, hear!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKLER (RUSSELL): A supplementary, the hon.

the Leader of the Oppositicn.

SOMIT HOM. MEMBERS © fear, hear!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the question
L put to the hon. gentlenan was this: Did ! understand

him correctly a few minutes ago when answering my
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MR. NEARY: colleague, the member for

Port au Port (Mr. Hodder), that this new stumpage fee
would not be detrimental to the paper mill in Stephenville
and that there would be no down time this year resulting
from that sort of action on the part of the provincial
government? Is that what the hon. gentleman said?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of

Forest Resources and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, what I said

is what the big corporations always said to the eight,
to the eighteen and to the, I guess, thirty-eight at
one time, that we cannot -
MR. TOBIN: Thirty-nine. Thirty-nine.
MR. POWER: Alright, thirty-nine.

We cannot conform to the wishes of the Newfoundland
Government because it is going to hurt our shareholders
or hurt somebody else. The same kind of mentality was
in place with the Upper Churchill, ERCO contracts,
Bowater contracts and many others. What we are saying
is that simply for Abitibi-Price to come back to us

and say, 'My God, we are going to go out of business.
Is it not terrible that we are going to have to close
down Stephenville in Newfoundland ' 'because we have

upped stumpage rates in Newfoundland by 260 per cent
when the price of the newsprint is gone 300 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, this government

does not swallow, lock, stock and barrel, the arguments
of the big paper companies or any other big company.
What we are going to do, Mr. Speaker, is get a fair
return on stumpage rates for the people of this Province,
which is fair and just and which still allows the forest

to be managed properly which we are going to do, anyway.
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MR. TULK: Mr. Speaker, s supplementary.
MR. SPIEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon. the

nember for Yogo.

MR. TOULK: Let me take the ministor bag)

=
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of the big companies, Mr. ack to a local

contracter on the Northeast this Province

cutiing exnort pulpwood.

SOME [ION. MEMBERE: Hear, hear!
MR. TULK: I asked the minister what was

the net profit last year of a Tocul contractor. we'll,the

three that I talked to yesterday, on the weekend, told me that now
they are receiving $50 per cord for export wood and

without takinc out Unemployment Insursnce Commission

benefits, Canada Fension benefits,or paving for any

of their machinery, with the new voyaltvies Lhat he has

put in place they will now spend 548.38 per cord.

Now, in view of thalt, I will
ask the minister again, will he go up and sit down with
the Minister ¢f Finance ({Dr. Colllins), will he meet
with those pecple, and will he put those stumpage rates

back tc what they were in 1980 - 1981
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MR.TULK: so that we can have those 500
people who are now finding themselves unemployed back
on the payrolls again?

MR.NEARY : Hear, hear!

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Minister of Forest

Resources and Lands.

MR.TPOWER: Mr. Specaker, it is strange that

I gave a commitment, in the very first answer to the initial
question that was asked,by accomodating a wood exporter
from Newfoundland who has certain persons employed. I

said the Minister of Finance (Dr.Collins) and I will

be dealing and negotiating and straightening out that

kind of a problem. But it is still strange, it is still
amazing that we have to do that for a Newfoundland

exporter of pulpwood, because the same person in Montreal
who buys a big block of export wood all across Eastern
Canada, in order to get a shipment of wood goinag to

Europe he may buy 15,000 cords in Newfoundland, 15,000 or
20,000 cords from Nova Scotia, some in New Brunswick

and some in Quebec, it is strange that we,as this
government, are going to find per<rns going out of business
because our stumpage rates are too high at the same time
that all the other wood going to the export market in
Europe pays a higher stumpage rate in Quebec, a higher
stunpage rate in New Brunswick, a higher stumpage rate

in Nova Scotia and we pay a lesser stumpage rate. But still
I say the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) and I will
certainly sit down and accomodate {pem so that those persons
will not become unemployed in this Province.

MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.
MR.SPEAKER: B A supplementary. The hon. Leader
of the Opposition.

MR.NEARY : I am afraid I cannot follow the

hon. gentleman's logic. I have to ask the hon.
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MR. NEARY: gentleman again -
MR. DINN: You will have to put it in

baby talk now.

MR. CALLAR: You are & secretary now.
MR. NEARY: NAPE and the Pederation of Labour

will deal with the hon., geagloman. U am dealing with the
Minister ot Ferestry (Mr. Power) right now.

7s the hon. gentleman saying Lhat
he is geing to neyotizte with the Minister of Finance (Br.
Collins) who announced these new stumpage rates? 1Is he
going te negotiate just for one contractor or is he qoing to
negotiace the same deal for all the contractors who export
wood or who sell wood off Crown lané to the paper companies?
Is there just going tec be one deal for one conkractor or is
there coing to be a universsl formula for all the contractors?

MR. SPHAKER (RUSSELL): The hon. Minister of Ferests

Resougrces and Lands.

MR. POWER: Mr. Speaker, wo are going to
accomodate the export of wood as it relakes Lo this
Province. fThere is one major exporter of woeed in the
Provinee, one major persen, one majey exporter of wood.

We have to accomedate him because the new stumpage rates
were not envisaged by him when he entered into a

contract with a Buropean buyer at last year's stumipage
rates. And we will accompdate that person because we do
not want persons uncmployed in this Province il we can

in any way, shape of form prevent it from happening.

That is why we will be fair and jusc. But at the sama
time do not forget,; Mr. Speaker, that the wood that is
being cut is wood that is owned by Lhe people of Newfoundland
anel Ehoey descrve o Tale vale of fobufn in Phe Form o
stumpage which we intend to do now and we intend to exwdnd

into the new land tenure agreemenkts with Abitibi-Price
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MR . POWHR: and Bowaters. And We intend when those
neqgotiations are concluded we will be able to come back

to this House of Assembly and make a statement and say,

"Look, here is what we do with the resource that we control,

one which we intend to manage and here are the benefits

in financial terms to the people of Newfoundland.

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please!

The time for Question Period

has, expired.

21 1R
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ZNSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Minister of Secial
Services.
MR, HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I have the answer

to question No. 43, by ths Hon. the member for Torngat Mountains
{Mr. Warren), Question: The cost of r2novations to the minister's
office, fiscal year '79, /80, ' 812 atswer; Mo renovations to the
minister's office.

MR. YOUNG: Not getting aleng very well with
the Minister of Public Works very good.

CORDERS OF THE DAY:

MR. MARSHALL: Order 2, Committee oF Supply.
on motien, that the House resolve
itself intc Committee of Supply, Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY:

MR, CHATRMAN {(Aylwaxd) : Ordey, please! Hesd IT - Legislature.

Shall 201-0i carry?
MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Chairman, not quite, not
yot -
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: - prebably shortly, Mr. Speaker.
One of the matters that we want te raise under this heading has
to do with secrztaries for MHAs. Now, Mr. Chairman, hon. gentlemen
will remember in the Jamicson years nﬂqotiﬂtions-book nlace borween
the present Covernment House Leader (Mr. Marshall), and the Leader
of the Oppesition (Mr. Jamieson) or the — I am not sure if it was the
Leader of the Opposition or my collezgue, the member for Port au
Port (Mr. Hodder), in connection with secreataries for Miins,

The |overnment agreed at that kime
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M. S. NEARY: that in return for co-operation
of moving the estimates off the floor of this House, out into

the boardrooms in various government buildings scattered around

St. John's,and changing the rules of the House to suit

the administration, to strip the authority and the responsiblity
trom this House ,in return for that the government undertook to

Look into the possibility of giving each MHA one secretary

instead of one secretary for two MHA's. Now that was an honourable
agreement that was made with my former colleague, the then Leader
ol the Opposition (Mr. v. Jamieson). Now, Mr. Chairman,these

rule changes took place some three years ago and so far there is

no sign or the other part of the deal being fulfilled . the

other part of the deal being that Lhe Government House Leader

(Mr. W. Marshall) would undertake to see to it that each MHA

nad his own secretary. One of the first things that this government
did when they got their forty-rfour members,when they got their

now mandate, was to throw us out of our orfices down on the

f1fth floor and put us in these tiny cells down at the end or the
corridor on the fifth floor. Now, Mr. Chairman, that 1s fine -

1 mean we have to live with that-but what about the other

part of the deal that was made with Mr. Jamieson, to give the

MHAS a secretary per MHA? Do they intend to honour that deal,

Mr. Chairman? Or are they just going to ignore it now that

they have their rule changes? And I might say, as far as the rule
ghanges are concerned, they are not working. That is obvious

by the way the kstimate Committees are functioning, Mr. Chairman.
Somepody was conned at the time. Hon. members might recall

that I
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MR. NEARY: spoke and voted against
these rule changes. I knew from the beginning they
would not work. They are not working. They are
working in favour of the administration because the
pecple of this Province are not getting the information
they are entitled to have. It is virtually impossible
to scrutinize the estimates the way they should be
scrutinized. And besides that, Mr. Chairman, the
Committees are loaded in Eavour of the government;

you have [ive government members on a Comuittee and

two Opposition members. It is not like the Public
Accounts Committee, Mr. Chairman, where the Chairman

of the Public Accounts Committee is an Opposition
member. It does not work that way. They have the
Chairman and they have the majority on the Committees.
And, as my hon. colleague indicated this morning, they
are there for one reason only, and that is to prop up
the ministers, to protect the ministers. They are
dumb-bells. They do not scrutinize the estimates.

MR. TOBIN: \Not the dumb-bell you are.
MR. NEARY: It is obvious, Mr. Speaker, if the new member for
Burin - Placentia West (Mr. ''obin), the new bushy-tailnd
member, wild~eyed and goggle-eyed and shiny-nosed, if

he wants to help his constituents -

MR. CALLAN: He is only here for 1little bit.
MR. NEARY: - if the hon. member wants

to help his corstituents and the peopie of this Province,
then he should see to it that the estimates are properly
scrutinized. Mr. Chairman, T think I am making a very
valid point.

Mr. Chairman, there are
five government members on these Committees,and I would
make a categorical statement now, that on a very rare

occasion will you hear one of the five members ask the

™~
o
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MR. NEARY: minister an embarrassing
question or try to probe and scrutinize the estimates
of these departments.

So, Mr. Chairman, this
Committee system is just not working. It never did
work. The media cannot cover the meetings of the
Committees, there are too many other activities going
on. We were hoping in the beginning, Mr. Chairman,
that the government would accommodate the Opposition
and move the estimates back on the floor of the House
of Assembly where they belong.

Once you remove the
power of the purse from the House,you strip it of the
only power and the only authority that it has. So you
pul Lhe estimates out to a seven man Committee, five

of whom are government members. The dice are loaded. '

212
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MR, CARTER: The Leader ¢f the Opposition

is loaded.
Mk. NEARY: Mr. Cheairman, it is physically

impogssible Lo cuver Lhese Uoamittees, it is impossibie Tor
the media to cover these committees, they zre not working. The
rule change was made for one reason only, to jive the government
a free ride. Ana I remember when the present Sovernment House
Leader (Mr. W. marshall) was on this side of the ucuse, he was
s strong and firm then. lleé was s strong. | remembor the hon,
gentleman when he was over herc tlat he was sayihg.  lle was
very sensitive about removing tne authoricy of Lhis House down
on the eighth rloor, with an elite cligue on the eighth Floer, the
hon. geutleman was very sensitive apout that. And as soon ag he
got a posicion of authority where he could change the rules, he
did it, to take the auchority away from the House. And, mr.
Chairman, if this governmant wants o do the people of this
Province a service,tney should bring the estimates back to
the floor of the House of Assemply. There are eiant of us over
here and at least some of us would be neze all the time to
scrutinize the estimates.

Buc anvway, that is not what I
started out to sav That is just an aside, Ir. Chairman. What
I started out to say was chat the government did make a
commitment and they have not honoured their commitment to give

the MHAs once -

HMR. J. HODDER: That was to Don Jamieson.

Mik. NEARY: I bzg your pardon’?

MR. HOUDER: That was macae to Mr. Jamieson.
MR, mBAKY: = that was wade to my Tormer

colleague, Mr. Jamieson, thHat they would give MHAS anp secretary

per MHA inszeaa of one secretary for every Lwe MiAs.
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M. S. NEARY: Ana I would like to get the
hon. gentlman's reaction to that, because it was the hon.
gentleman who made the commitment. we have the letter down

in our office.

MR. MARSHALL: No other province in Canada has that.
MR. NEAKY: NO nther province in Canada has jt7
MR. HODDER: That is not so. wo, Sir. “That is
not so.

MR. NEARY: I have a few other remarks to make,

Mr. Chairman, but I would like to hear the hon. gentieman's
reaction te that before I carry on.
MR. 1. CARPER: Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Ayliward): The hon. the member for St.

John's North.

MR. CAKTEkK: I feel L have to reply to tne
scurrilous remarks made by the Leader of the uUpposition (Mr. S.
Neary). I nave never heara - oh, ves I nhave heard such rubbish

an¢ I have heard such an attack before because every time he

gets up he interlards his speech with an attack like that. I would
just like to say that the committee system as far as I am concerned
Ls working extremely well. As for the estimates not being on

the rloor of the House, the Concurrence Debates pake sure that

any items that were raised in tne consideration of the estimates
are raised again on the floor of this House. The time that is
spent, although only [ifteen hours is allowed is taken

off the seventy-five hours for the consideration of the estimates.
Nevertheless,considerably more that fifreen hours is spent

on the consideration of the social
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MR. CBARTER:

Services estimates. Any other members of the House are

certainly welcomed to attend. ©Now it so happens that the

members of the Opposition who arve on the Social Services

Committee are real gentlemen and perhaps that Committee

works a little better than other committees. And knowing

the hon. gentleman opposite,T would be inclined to agreo.
It seems for some reason or other our committee is blessed

with the two best members on the Oppcsition. But there

is no doubt about it that this system is the best thing

since sliced bread.And furthermore the format that we

have used is to allow any questions 0 be bhrought up at

any time- Jyst because a subhead has been discussed, and

you think put to bed, if a member of the Opposition or

a member of the government side decides to bring up this

guestion again we are more than happy to hear it and to yo

through it again. If someone comes in late and something

has already been discussed, we have no quarrel with them

bringing it up again. 2And we have bent over backwards

to accommodate them.

The record shows that last
yvear, I think. we spent - the exact figure escapes me -
but I think it was twenty-seven and a half hours were swent
on the Social Services Committee and that is far in excess
of the amount of time thalt would have been spent had
these estimates been brought into the House.

Now I have to cast my mind back
at least four years to recall how the estimates were handled
when they were done in the House but,as I recall it, the
then Leader of the Opposition, because the snots have not
changed that much, made it like pulling teeth. As each heading
was raised everyone had to have a word to say on it, thoro
was a ten minute harangue-or I think the allotment was
fifteen minutes at a time -there was a fifteen minute

harangue,and then the Chairman would try and get the item
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MR. CARTER: through,and it would just about
be earried and then someone else would get up and speak from
the Opposition,and then Lthe Leader of the Opposition,
the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary)- I think he was the
member for Bell Tsland then = would then aet up and aive his
harangue again. So God bless whoever thought of bringing

the estimates into the committee system. I am absolutely
delighted that the member for LaPoile has decided to boycott
these particular sessions because I know from past experience
that you get nowhere, it is just a waste of time trying

to make any headway with him
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MR. J. CARTER: and I very much apprecizate

the fact that he is staying away from it. I only wish he
would carry through his threats completaely and stay away from

the House.

MR, CHAIRMAN (2Aylward): The hen. the President of the
Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chaigren, a few words T will

have in relation te what the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary)
said, supplementary to what the member for St. John's North
(Mr. Carter) said in the first -

MR. NEARY: You do not associatez with him here.

MR. MARSHALL: No, I alwavs associzte myself
with the member for St. John's North (Mr. Carter). He always

speaks very frankly and very cegently and says the truth at
all times. He is right on when he speaks. MAs a matter of

fact,we are very proud of the member for St. John's Horth.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NERRY: Not only is he the man who

headed the committes on the flag, which the hon. members, with
the exception of rhe member for Port au Tort {(Mr. Hoddar),
condemned rouvndly and which is now accepted everywhereg, and T
would think that would be a feather - if not a feather certainly
a flzg in his cap for many years to come - but he has also been
the Chairman of the Social Poliecy Committee and it is because of
him, and the other chairmen to a large extent, that
those committees have been successful.

Now as to the deal, Mr. Chairman,
the alleged deal, and it is always Said there were alleged deals,

whatever deals this jovernment has every made ,this government has
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MR. NEARY: kept, even with the Opposition.
The rule changes that were made to put these estimates out to
Committee were in conformity with the practice in just about
every other parliamentary institution of this type. The then
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Jamieson) agreed with it. The
present Legder of tbe\ppgosiﬁioh (Mr. Neary) I Fhink was the
only one in”the House th diéagregd with it,and digagreed with
it vigorous}y. Singe then the hon. gentleman, pqrtiqula;ly
since he has gotten suzerainty over the other gentlemen, including
the gentleman from Terra Nova (Mr. Lush), and the other gentlemen
in the House, he seems to be embarked on a policy of trying
to demonstrate that the committees are not working, that they
are not working properly, And that is an easy thing to do,
Mr. Chairman, it is an easy thing to do, Because for the
committecs to operate, of course,you have Opposition members and
you have government members on it and just say if the Opposition
members do not turn up to the meetings or of the Opposition members
there is only one there instead of two at the meeting, it is a
very casy thing to say that the committees are not working. Well
if they do not work because the Opposition do not turn up,
Mr. Chairman, it is because of the Opposition and not of the
government. And that is really what is happening.

If a member of the Opposition
is unablc to make a meeting at a particular time,therc is a
procedure in the rules,which has been used all the time, whereby
; letter is signed,and I will be prepared to sign a letter at
any time at the Opposition's request to substitute one Opposition
member for another at that particular meeting.

Now surely it is not too much to
ask two Opposition members to attend,because that is all they

have to do, just two

ro
(N
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MR. MARSHALL:
Opposition members have to attend a meeting. There are
only two meetings that are held at any given time.
This year we decided to do this because of the altered
situation. So all we are doing is we are asking four
Opposition members to attend and,surely, that is not
asking too much.

. We have this Committee system.
One of the reforms in this House, legitimate reforms,
was the establishment of the Committee system and by
everybody's vardstick,except the Leader of the Opposition
and some of the members now of the Opposition, under
whose absolute and complete control we now find the
Opposition, under the complete control now of
the member for LaPoile (Mr. Neary), some of them now
parrct what he says and say that it is not working.
But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that this
is, as I say, we are implementing a system that has
been in vogue in other areas and we are proud that we
have done it. We are proud of what we have done to
the House to increase the effectiveness of the House.
It causes a more in-depth examination of the estimates;
it involves a much more extensive look at the financial
position of this Province,and it causes, despite what
hon. members opposite may say, a greater publication
of the situation.

The hon. member said that,
in his vicw, the five government members do not ask
embarrassing questions. From the reports of the
Committees that I have seen, the five government
members are asking incisive questions and questions
geared to elicit information, which is the purpose of

the Committee itself.
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MR. MARSHALL: If the hon. gentleman does
not like the type of questions that are asked by the
government members, he will know that the government
members are not under his control. Those who are
under his complete control are the members of the
Opposition, and all he has to do is to flick his finger
and point his finger at whichever member is not going
and police his people to see that they attend the
meetings themselves.

As to the facilities
available to the Opposition, here again we have
striven to give to the Opposition, both last time,
when they had larger numbers, and this time,
adequate staff. At the present time I believe they
have six secretaries down there. There are eight
members of the Opposition. The government members
themselves have much less proportionately than the
Opposition members have. With respect to the space,
the square footage available to the Opposition is
censiderably more than they had before per member,
and it is considerably less than what the government
has. The simple fact of the matter is they had to
be moved from one quarter to another because their
numbers, in the extreme wisdom of the electorate,
were decimated  and they were cut in half, so they
cannot expect to have the same facilities. They
cannot expect to have thirteen secretaries and they

cannot expect - they would have
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MR. MARSHALL:
enough space in their previous guarters, had they retained it,
to set up a tennis court or a basketball court or something
the way it is. So they just did not nreed ic.

So we have co-operated.
As to the media, that it cannot cover them, I Have not neticed
that the media has suffered. I think the remorts from the media have
been excellent on these cammittees. t is not too much to
have two reporters of any branch of the media attending two
meetings at any given time. I agree, Mr. Chairman,with the
sentiments expressed by the hon. wember Lo the ¢ffect thal Lhe
power of the purse should not be taken from the House. The
power of the purse was put back in the House of Assembly
by the successive administrations of this party.

Prior to 1%72 it should
be realized that the Cabinet of the day could borrow an
unlimited amount of money without securing the approval of
the House of Assembly. This is not there now. This is what
you would call returning the power to the Houss.

As far as the Committees
are concerned,we 2re now in a Committee, we are in a Committes
of the Whole. This is what the hon. gentlizman wants the
estimates returned te. What we have done is we have made
smaller committees in accordance with normal practices which
allow for a greater examination and it is not taking the
power of the purse from the House but in effect is making
the power of the House over the public purse sven greater
because it yives an opportunity for more extensive inguiry
into the expenditures.

Let us take a loock at
the proportiens, for instance, in the Committecs. The Committces
are comprised of ssven membars. This time there are two

Opposition members. The Committees usually reflect,the numbers

2451
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MR. MARSHALL: on the Committee usually
reflect the complément in the House. But with two members
in a seven man committee, they have 40 per cent representation
on the committee. In the Committee of the Whole, to which the
hon. gentleman wishes to return,they have eight members in
fifty-two,which works out to 18 per cent.

So as a result of the way

in which the Committees have been

(]
[N
.
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MR.MARSHALL:

structured,we have a much better and much more
effective,and give larger and much mors possibility to
+he Opposition to make their points. I think it is

much easier for two memberxs, two active members,if they
want to be active in a committee,tc maks their point

in a small committee, than there would be for eight
members in a fifty-twe man committee. So all in all,
Mr.Chairman. what we have done we make no apologies to
anyone for. We have done what we consider to be a strengthening
of the House and a strengthening of the main function of
the House,which is an examination of the expenditures of
the public purse and we have no intention of retrenching
from it. And if the hon. gentleman wants to talk about
there is a divergence,that there has been a break of any
agreement. whatever agreement was allegedly made, that
agreegment was made when they had seventeen or eighteen
members,and obvieously, as 1 say ,the electorate in its
extreme wisdom cut them down to eight members. There
are eilght souls over on the other side al the Housce and
before we had seventeen or eightesn of them. But if

the electorate cut them down, so their number of secrsetarics
should be cut down,so their space should be cut down,
But even at thal.proportionately they had more than they
had before,which is the way this government operates.

SOME HMON.MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR.CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. Leader of the Opposition.

MR.NEARY: Mr., Chairman, the Government
House Leader did some fancy dancing arpund that one. The
hon. gentleman did not address himself to the commitment
that was made by him to Mr. Jamieson in return for out
co—operation to change the rules of the Hlousc drastically-
MR.WARREN: That is right.

MR.NEARY: -that each member wounld be given

his own secretary. That was the deal, Mr. Chairman. Tt

21a%
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MR . NEARY : does not make any difference if

it is seventeen, eighteen or twenty members. If you had
twenty members you would have twenty secretaries , if

yvou had eighteen members you would have eighteen secretaries,
if you have eight members you would have eight secretaries.
Right now we have six secretaries for eight members and

two executive assistants, ten people. You have six
secretaries attending to the work of ten people. That is

what you have, Mr. Chairman. The hon. gentleman conveniently
left out the executive assistants. He must expect them to

do their own typing.

MR. MARSHALL: That is extra.
MR, NEARY : That is extra? I see. Not only

that, Mr. Chairman, right now apart from that they are
withholding a grant to the Opposition office. They are
withholding that for the last three months. Commitments
have already been made on that. And so, Mr. Chairman,

the hon. gentleman can get up all he wants and try to
dance around it. The agreement was made. They have backed
down on the agreement.

MR.MARSHALL: We never backed down on anything.
MR.NEARY : Mr. Chairman, the hon. gentleman
says they never backed down. Well where is the one

secretary ner member?

MR. MARSHALL: We did not break an agreement.
MR. NEARY : You what?
MR. MARSHALL: You know that is nct so.
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MR. NEARY: It is so,
MR. MARSHALTL: Mr. Chairman knows we did not

back down on an agreement.
MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Chairman, the

hon. gentleman also spoke about ths Committee systém,1 think,

£

vith tongue-in-cheek. This is the only Province in Canada =
the hon. gentleman says it is done in everv jurisdiction -
this is the only Province in Canada whers we have a system

of Committess Iike we have here in this trovince.

MR. WARREN: It is not so,is it?
MR. NEARY: The only Province in Canada.

The CBC that the hon. the Premier hates so much, despises

so much -

MR. WARREN: But he walked out of the
press conference.

MR. NEARY: = and will not answer

any questions for the CBC, they 3id a survey recently and they
discovered much te their amazement that the system here is

unigue in Canada.

MR. MARSHALL: That is not zight.
MR. NEARY: The system here was designed

in such 2 way as to silence the Opposition, as to bury tho
estimates. Mr. Chairman,the forun we have here now in this
House is a forum for the Opposition,not the Committees. The
Committee system can never work effectively when you have five
government members, two Opposition membasrs, and a government
member Chairman. How can that system be effective, Mr. Chairman,
with two meetinas going on simultaneously with all the other
duties that members have to perform home on weekends: This
weekend I was down in Sop's Arm, Pollard's Point and Jackson's
Arm, I left ﬁere on Saturday T cot back last night.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

2135
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MR. NEARY: And I had a good look at
the road down there that the hon. gentleman is neglecting,
that the administration is neglecting.

MR. MORGAN: You are looking for a new
seat, YOUcannot go back to LaPoile again.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I had a

good look at that road and I had a good look at the fish plant

that the hon. gentleman will not open down there in Jackson's

Arm —

SOME _HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh:

SOME HON. MEMPRFRS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: .~ because travelling over

the road is too expensive to transport fish. They have a
million and a half cords of wood down thore that Bowaters
would like to get at and they cannot transport it because
of the condition of the road.

RREMIER PECKFORD: It is time for you to get

to know Newfoundland, boy.

MR. NEARY: Oh, Mr. Chairman, it is time
for me to get to know Newfoundland. I would say it is time
for the hon. gentleman to get out from behind that chain link

fence and have a look at this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN: And his bedyguard.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman will
find me -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman, Mr.

Chairman, could not keep water to me when I start travelling
this Province. He would not make a good water boy,

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

2158
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The hon. Premier would

good nipper when I get started travelling this

Oh, oh!

An®wnn tnow 1 keep telling -
ch, oht

- I keep telling the hon.

gentleman that whea I came into this jeb I certainly dié not

intend to stay here forever, but I am beginning to like iL.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. NEARY:

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

M. NEARY :

over there now, Mr. Chairman,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

AN HON. MEMBER:
Port de Grave (pMr. Collins)?

PREMIER PECKFORD:

stand and wait."
MRE. NEARY:
at this one a long while too.
MR. WARREN:

SOME HOMN. MEMBERS:

MR. NEARY:

that I would get into this one.

oh, oh!
I am beginning to like it.
Ch, ch!

Iam looking ab thal scal

Oh, oh!

Where is the member for

"They alse scrve who only

Mr. Chairman, I was locking

Yes.,
Oh, oh!
The hon. gentleman never thought

And the hon. gentleman may not

think that I will get inte that one.

SCME HCN. MEMBERS:

MR. NERRY:
SOME HON. MEMBERS:

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward):

On, oh!
IE the hon. gentleman -
0On, ch!l

Order. pleasc!
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Mr.Chairman, if the hon.

gent leman keeps making the blunders that he has been

making, especially since the election, if he keeps

abusing and misusing his mandate as he has in the

last few weeks, I may be tempted to stay on and have a

go at the hon. gentleman.

do not wish to

MR. MORGAN:

seat soon.

MR. BARRETT:

must be resigning.
MR MORGAN:

seat to Len Stirling.
MR. NEARY:

I can wait.

MR. TULK:

out in any other game.

MR. NEARY:

strikes you're
MR. MORGAN:

a twenty-one-vote majority
MR. WARREN:

judae , though.

MR. NEARY:

alone, Mr. Chairman.

I may be tempted to do it.

And so, Mr. Chairman, I

belabour the point, but -

Where is 'Ed Roberts'i
He is resigning his

He is never here, so he

He is going to offer his

I ecan wait, Mr. Chairman.

Three strikes and you are

That is right.

It is one, two, three

out at the old ball game.

I would get wmore than
in that election.

He does not talk to the

We will just leave him

Mr. Chairman, I do not

wish to belabour the point, but I can only repeat what

I have said before, what my colleagues have been saying

publicly, that the Committee system as it is presently

constituted will not work.

It is not meant to be

2igd
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MR. NEARY: effective, it is only
meant and designed to hide the estimates, to stop the
Oppesition from scrutinizing the estimates. It is
not done im any ether jurisdiction. In Alberta, T am
told, where there was only a small majority, the
government worked out a procedure to accommodate the
Opposition. In other jurisdictions the estimates are
scrutinized on the floor of the Mouse of Assembly.
Mr. Chairman, that is tradition, that is the way the
system works-except in Newfoundland. And there is no
way the administration can justify what they did with
the rule changes. They crucified the system Lhat we
had for analyzing and scyutinizing the budget.

Why, even the House
Leader, who just spoke with tongue in cheek, I remember
when he was on this side of the House, the number of
times that he was on his feeb when the estimates woere
peing discussed. And ministers were allowed to bring their
deputies and officials in on the floor of the llousce and
have the officials seated besside them so that they

could give ministers infermation on questions
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MR. NEARY:
that they did not have in their heads. &nd the present
Government House Leader (Mr. Marshall) took a more
active part in scrutinizing the estimates, I suppose,
than any other member except the hon. W. J. Browne,
who was an expert at it in this House. The estimates
should be returned to the floor of this House, and
there is no way they can justify what they are doinq,
Mr. Chairman. I do not care if we have twenty-two in
Opposition, it still will not work. Where you have a
larger number of government members on the Committee
and the Committee Chairman a government member, how
can that work? Rt.least, in the Public Accounts
Committee, the Chairman is an Opposition member -
a different set-up altogether.
MR. YOUNG: It is by courtesy.
MR. NEARY: It is not by courtesy, it
is by tradition.
__MR. YOUNG: It is not traditicnal.
There is no such thing as tradition.
MR. NEARY: No. I know if the hon.
gentleman had his way it would be a dictatorship.
Why not just shut the House down and put the locks
on the door? Close her down altogether! I mean,
turn her into a dictatorship!

_SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh'

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, if the hon.
member wants to debate that I would be glad to debate
it with him with what we saw happen in this Province
on Friday past. I have never seen that happen before.
MR. WARREN: What was that, 'Steve'?
What was that?

MR. NEARY: When the Premier sulked and

went storming out and called a six or seven minute
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MR. NEARY: news conference and then
refused to answer questions for the newsmen. At least
we Liberals, if we call a news conference, we are
prepared to face the music and answer questions after.
That is the difference between Liberalism and Toryism.
MR, WARREN: You mean a dictator.

MR. NEARY: And that is the difference
between a dictator and people who are free.

MR. WARREN: What happened? He would not

answer any gquestions?

MR. NEARY: Would not answer any questions.
MR. WARREN: Would 'not answer any questions

at all. Boy. oh, boy! And the Premier of the Province.
MR. NEARY: I would think, Mr. Chairman,
that was the first time that ever happened in the history
of this Province. There is no doubt about it,

Mr. Chairman, pretty soon we will have the Reign of Terror

in this Province.

MR. WARREN: Was he mad?

MR. NEARY: Was he mad? He was like a
tyrant.

MR. WARREN: Is that right?

MR. NEARY: Went charging, stomping out

like a little child,out of the news conference and
refused to answer questions for the press. Well, we

are not afraid to answer questions. If you ever see

me having a news conference, I guarantee you, I will

not be afraid to answer questions. And, Mr. Chairman,
the vicious onslaught and attack that was made on the
press was unprecedented in this Province, unprccedented,
Mr. Chairman,'we all have our disagreements occasionally
with the media. We all have our disagreements, but

none of us, I do not believe, have ever gone that far.
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, T thought it
was pathetic. I thought it was distasteful, Mr. Chairman,
the vicious attack that was made by the Premier of this

Province on the press.

AN 1ION. MEMBER: I did not see anything wrong
with it.
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman did not

see anything wrong with it? The hon. gentleman should
hang his head in shame for supporting that administration

and the leader
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MR. NEARY:
of that administration and his behaviour. I would think
pretty soon if that keeps up it will not be long before

we will see the butterflv nets out -

AN HON. MEMBIER: Gill nets catching rats.
MR. NEARY: That is not all they will catch

if they put nets out in this Province, White Coats and

nets are not too far away, Mr. Chairman, with that kind of
behaviour. 2nd people in this Province are very concerned
about it, Mr. Chairman. But anyway, that is an aside. T
do not intend to belabour the point. We can probably

get off this subhcad now and get on to the Auditor icneral's
Report. I understand that one or two of my colleagues

would care to have a few words on this subhead.

MR. BAIRD: Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Alyward) : The hon. member Ffor Humber West.
SOML 110N, MEMBERS : Ilear, hear,

MR. BAIRD: Yes, Mr. Chairwman, I have a few

comments in relation to the former two speakers there. Number
one, I guess if a lot of the members are the same as me

they are getting very confused here becausc every two or

three months we wind up with a new Leader of the Opposition,
some inside the House and some outside the llouse, and it
appears that every one of them have a different way of

running things and neither one of them really seems to know
what they want.

As far as the Estimates Committec
are concerned, I have been on the Estimates Committees, this
is my fourth year, the comments from everybody elsc with tho
exception of the existing Opposition House Leader (Mr. Neary)
have been very favourable. I would think the fact that we
have two members of the Opposition and five on government
side would apparently give the Opposition a little more time

to ask guestions. But I think, as was apparent to the

2150
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MR. DRAIRD: Social Services Committee this
morning ;, I guess maybe the weather was half decent the
weekend,and apparently our Opposition friends did not do
their homework. They ran out of questions, they even

ran out of comments after a little while -

MR. MORGAN: There you are now, is that not
shameful?
MR. BAIRD: - then got up and attacked the

government members for not asking questions.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

MR. BATRD: I recall very well one year ago
the same gentlemen were at the Estimate Committee that I
attended ,and then they had a different cry on their face
even though they had double their numbers - twice eight

is sixteen. The cry then was we were asking too many
questions and they did not have a chance.

SOME 1ION. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. BAIRD: They have all the chances in the
world. We listened to half an hour ,f Question Period today and
what did we hear? It started off very poorly, finished

up very poorly,with five out of the eight still asking
questions and they did not really know what it was all about.
I think it is time for some of the Opposition boys,including
the Opposition llouse Leader (Mr.‘Neary } to get his act
straight, make up his mind to which direction he is taking,
he is after being in two or three parts of the Island now
looking for a seat, I think the Premier's seat is going

to be a long time there before he even gets a look at it

let alone sit in it. When it comes to the secretaries

down in the government members office I do not know why maybe
you get a certain stigma to you when you get in Opposition-
but I find that two of us,with one secretary in between,

as all the other members and I do not see as much crying

at our place as there is from the Opposition
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MR. BAIRD: although they are always
complaining what is the government doing with the money.
S0 I think maybe the Opposition should do their homework

a little more and rethink what their position is.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. member for Torngat
Mountains.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. BARRETT: Well done,'Garfield’.

MR. WARREN: I guess first I should go back

to the hon. member for Humber West (Mr. Baird), I was attending
that committee meeting this morning and I believe that the member
did not tell the whole truth. I think, if I remember him
correctly, he said that we ran out of questions, which,

Mr. Chairman, I do challenge him-.on.

MR. HODDER: The record will show.
MR. WARREN: The record will show that at all

times this morning that the chairman of the committee, we said
to the chairman time and time again this morning, "Wow look,
we will let the government members ask the questions if there
are any questions, if not we will keep asking questions." So
we gave the government members all the chances in the world
this morning to ask their questions and I still have questions
that I could not ask, Mr. Speaker.

However, we should remember,
Mr. Speaker -

AN HON. MEMBER: Mr., Chairman. Mr. Chairman.

MR. WARREN: - we should remember, Mr. Chairman,
that for two years now I have been saying the Office of the
Parliamentary Commissioner, or the Ombudsman we call him, I

fiqure that was a waste of qgavernment money. T fiqure it was

a waste of government money, Mr. Chairman, but I have changed

my mind. I changed my mind. I do not think it is a waste of

~Na
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MR. WARREN: government money at all,
Mr. Chairman, because of the fantastic report, this
special report that the Ombudsman prepared showing that
a Minister of the Crown did not follow the proper
procedure ,in particular concerning the appointments of
individuals in the Civil Serviece. I think that
the Ombudsman is worth much more money, is worth much more
money than has been voted for him in the estimates.
Now, Mr. Chairman, if ever,
as the hon. Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) said - by
the way I wish to advise you, as far as I am concerned there is
only one Leader of the Opposition and that is the man who sits

in this Chair right here.

SOME HON. MEMBERS': Oh, oh!
MR. WARREN: I take my directions from the

Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) right here in and out

of the House. And I let you know, and the executive of the
Liberal Party know,that I take my directions from the Leader

of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) in the House, as well as outside
of the House. And, Mr. Chairman, I will alsc take my directions
from him when the next election is called when he is sitting
over there in the Premier's chair.

But I do not think, Mr. Chairman,
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MR. G. WARREN:

that we should forget that this report that the Ombudsman
prepared concerning an appeintment in the Minister of Fisheries'
(¥Mr. J. Morgan) eoffice - I think we have taken this report too
lightly. We know, the Ombudsman has proved it,and read the
report here in black and wnite that the Minister of lFisheries
intervened with the Public Serviece Act. Andd, Mr. Chairman, T
really think that this in itself, Mr. Chairman, shows that.

My only concern is I think the Ombudsman should have more on
his staff because,if he did,just imagine how many more of those
he would find: I would not doubtbut the Minister of Punlic Works
{Mr. H. Youngj, maybe, could be found with the same kind of a
thing going on.

MR. H. YOUNG: A point of order, Mr. thairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): A& point of order. Point of oruer.

‘The hon. the Minister of vrublic Works on a point of Urder.
MR. YOUNG: Mr. Chairman, I think he has made an accusation

there now and I think he should withdraw his remarks.

SOME HON. ﬁEMBEgg: Oh; oh!
MR, CHALRMAN: ) I do net agree thae if is a

point of order.

The hon. the member for Torgat
Mountains.
MR. WARREN: ¥r. Chairman, ! am wondering if
the Ombugsman had more on his staff, T am just wondering about the
Minister of Education (Ms. L. Verge)I wonder would he write
a similar report about her. the Minister of Finance (Dr. J.
Collins) and the Minister of Labour and Manpower (Mr.J. uinn)
I am sure he would write probably many similar resorts like
this. So, Mr. Chairman, the only preblem is that the Ombudsman
has not got enough on his staff. In fact T would like to see

tnree or four bodyguards drapped off from the Premicr's staflfl

e
&
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MR. G. WARKEN: and some extra staff put on to

the Ombudsman's where Jie can uncover more of this. Because,
Mr. Chairman, what has he uncovered here is a minister interferring
with the Public Service Commission. Now what is the point
of having a Public Service Commission if number one person
does not get the job? What is the good of being number one?

I remember a few years ago, Mr. Chairman,
I sat in on an interview in 1978. I sat in on an interview interviewing
somebody with thoe Department of Rural pevelopment, At that time
therewere two members from the Public Service Commission and
myself. We did an interview and,in fact, I think it was
‘eleven or twelve were interviewed for a position, andg,
Mr. Chairman, when the recommendations came back from the Public
Service Commission,number one did not get the job. Number
one recommendation did not get the job. Now why? I would
venture to say it could have been the same reason, it everything

was found out.
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MR. WARREN: It could have been the same reason

as what happened with the Minister ol Pisheries ( Mr. Morygan ) position.
The Minister of Fisheries intervened. And it could not have necessarily
been the Minister of Rural Development (Mr. Goudie ).Tt could have

been his deputy minister or some other high official within his
department. So, Mr. Chairman, we are not treating the Public Service
Commission scrious cncough. T1 they make a recommendation, and *he
recommendation coincides with the members in the department that the
person has applied for-like in this last one that the Ombudsman
reported. The individual that this person was going to be

responsible for, the individual Lhat this person was yoing Lo be
responsible for recommended that the number one person would get

the job, but the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan ) said no,

he said the number two position. And the Minister of Fisheries

( Mr. Morgan) did not even know the number two position, he never met
the number two position. He did not even know who he was. All

he knew was that he was painted blue.That was the only reason.

MR. TULK: What colour was that?
MR. WARREN: Bluc. So now, Mr. Chairman, is that
reason enough to put a person in such a position ? The director

said,' look, I know number one. I have had a number one working

with me for the past two or three years, so let us give number

one the position.' And the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan)

said, ' no, we will take two.' And going back and finding out

two's credentials, number two's credentials are that there is

an association there with the governmment in power. There is the
association. Now what does that have to do with the man's intelligence
or his ability to do a2 day's work? Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe

that we have to give more emphasis to what the Ombudsam reports.

I knew he was a political appointment, but let us give him

214
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MR. WARREN: credit that with only a staff

of three, I think, he came up with this report on a particular
minister. And I suppose it is like my colleaque, the Leader
of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) said, 'Strike three and you
are out! But for some reason in baseball in Newfoundland
you need more than three strikes. You know, in every
baseball game right across Canada and in the United States,
anywhere at all, after three strikes you are out. But if
you play a baseball game in Newfoundland, like the Minister
of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan) has been playing, you can get more
than three strikes and you are not out. So how many strikes
are needed? T guess we must have a new type of game connected
up and you need more than three strikes to get out.

MR. CALLAN: Tiddly Winks.

MR. WARREN: You know, I do not have to go down
and name the three strikes that the minister got. I think
the hon. Leader of the Opposition has named them before.

But his latest strike, naturally - in fact, he almost had
two simultaneously the last time, was it not?

MR. CALLAN: Almost at the same time.

MR. WARREN: Almost at the same time, right.

One with the judge

]
Ll
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MR. WARREN: and one with the

Ombudsman. So, Mr. Chairman, I believe that we should
increase the budget for the Parliamentary Commissioner.
I think we should increase his budget from $128,000-
now I think it should be increased much more.

I think the Ombudsman should be given more staff.

MR. NEARY: And given more authority.
MR. WARREN: Given more authority and

more staff. And I would think next year this time,

give the Ombudsman two more pcople on his staff and wewill
see a lot of red faces on that side. And I would

venture to say there has been interference with the
Civil Service Commission. In fact, I could tell you
about a deputy minister who called up the Civil Service
Commission and said, 'lLook, number one T de not want,

I want number two.' This has happened. So, Mr.Chairman,
let us not think that we are naive enough to know that
the message is not getting through to the Newfoundlanders
and Labradorians, because they are beginning to see,

and all we need to do is get a couple of more reports
from the Ombudsman, get a couple of more reports
concerning interferences with the judicial system,

a couple of those reports, Mr. Chairman, then all of

a sudden it is going to get out to the people. And

they are saying, 'Well, that Premier we have is not

as honest as I thought he was.' That is what they .
are going to say. 'I really thought he was an honest
man, but we are beginning to believe he is not really

that honest after all.'

MR. TULK: They are saying it now-
MR. WARREN: They are even saving it now.
MR. TULK: - about his house.

MR. WARREN- Yes, about his house. You know, you can have all
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MR. WARREN: the bodyguards you want,
you can have all the chain link fences, but one thing
you cannot keep in with bodyguards and chain link
fences is honesty. You cannot keep that in.

MR. CHATRMAN (Aylward): Order, please!

The hon. member's time has
elapsed.
MR. WARREN: Mr. Chairman, how quickly
the time goes!
MR. HODDER: Mr. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. the member for
Mort au Port.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Chairman, I just want to
say a couple of words in response to what the member for
Humber West (Mr. Baird) said a few minutes ago here in
the House of Assembly.
MR. TULK: It is not very often he
speaks but when he does he puts his foot in his mouth.
MR. HODDER: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it is not
very often he speaks, either here in the House of Assembly

or in Committee.

MR. NEARY: He has 'foot in mouth' disease.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Speaker, I want to put

something right. Because the member said this morning,
and he said again here in the House this afternoon,
that I had complained this morning about the lack of
participation of government members in the Committee.
He went on to say that last year I had been complaining

otherwise - and I think he said this publicly as well,

~N
i
~
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MR. HODDER: that T hagq oeen complaining
otherwise because there was not enough Lime for Opposition
members to get their questions in.

Mr. Chairman, I would just
like to tell the member for Humber West (Mr. Baird) categcrically

that I was not a member of the Social Services Committee last

year.

MR. MEARY: ~ 50 he lied.

MR. WARREN: H#e lied to the House.
MR. HODDER: Mr. Chairman,when the

member for lumber West says that 1 speak oub of both sides of
my mouth, Mr. Chairman, I would like to put that right because,
Mr. Chairman,this is the first time I have sat on the
Committee for two years. And I would say to the member for
Hlumber West,even though he sort of slunk out of the House
after he made his comments, that I have never, never complained
about the lack of opportunity for the Opposition to speak on
that particular Committee or any other Committee. But, Mr.
Chairman, I have certainly seen that hon. member sitting on
the Committee, for years and years and years he has been sitting
there and has said nothing. And I think the records will

show ,and there are transcripts made of those proceedings as
there are made here in the House, and Lthe Oppeosition members
are the only ones- now I will admit, Mr. Chairman, that this
morning,after I had made my comments Sut of disgust

that there were more comments that came from members on the
other side, which I think is guite good, Mr. Chairman.

We are all Newfoundlanders. Whether we sit on either side

of this House, i1f these estimates are coming before the
Committees,I think it is more than incumbent upon

any member in this House Eo make suroe thalb the public lunds
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MR. HODDER: of this Province are spent
correctly. And when the member for Humber West (Mr. Baird)
makes a public statement that I said one thing last year

and another thing this year, Mr. Chairman, the truth speaks
for itself because I did not sit on that Committee last

year and T have never made such statements. But I will reiterate
the statement I made this morning,and I will say it for all
Committees, that the government members, if they think they are
serving the Province well by sitting there and praising the
minister, ©¥ interjecting when the Opposition has a line of
guestioning going to protect the minister, that they are
serving the best interest of the people of this Province, Mr.
Chairman, then T would say that we are in sad shape indeed.

But when the member for Humber West names me personally as
having spoken both ways,and he said 'last vear', Mr. Chairman,

the truth and the records will speak for itself..

SOME_1ION. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. member for St. Mary's-
the Capes.

MR. HEARN: Mr. Chairman, as a member of

the Social Services Committee I take exception to some of the
remarks made by the member for Port au Port (Mr. Hodder).

¥ou know, we on
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MR. HEARN: this side of the House feel rather
generous when we look across the House at the lowly Opposition.
And in committee,where they are complaining about five of

us and two of them ,we give them every courtesy and we let
them ask the guestions to a certain degree. Illowever, after
listening tc the last two speakers,both of whom are on

the same committee that I am on,and when you listen to the
roundabout way that they have of bringing out a point

and you realize how long it takes, number one, for ther to ask
a guestion and,number two, for the Chairman to understand

or the minister to understand what they mean, you realize

how frustrating it is to get a question in. I would also
suggest that the transcript will show that the government
members ask gquestions,and that if you look at the quantity

of guestions asked we may be outnumbered a little bit

by the Opposition,but if you look at the quality of the

questions, the government side would certainly win

the day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. member for Carbonear.
MR. PEACH: Mr. Chairman, I would also like

to take exception to the comment made a few minutes ago

by the in-llouse Leader ol the Opposition (M1, Neary), |

think it was, who referred to some of us here as dumb-bells -
I think was the word. I guess we could somewhat pardon

him with his limited vocabulary. However, I had the

privilege and pleasure of attending three of those such
comnmittee meetings, one with Health, one with Labour and
Manpower, and one with Municipal Affairs this morning, and

in all threce cascs, Mr. Chairmin, T did participate in
discussion and,as my hon. colleague just noted, we outnumbered
the Opposition members present-In each case at the meetings

I attended there was only one from the Opposition in

attendance.so we did have to give them the courtesy of having

™o
[
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MR. PEACH: five questions to our one, I guess.
Therefore, I do not think it is right to say that we do not

ask gquestions and do not participate in debate. Also, Mr.
Chairman, I have heard the hon. member comment in the last

few days here in the House when he referred to many of us,

the newly elected members, as shiny nosed and bright eyed,

I am glad to see that he recognizes our potential and that

we are so bright eyed and are very much alert and probably
when he looks across he can see such a glow and a mirror

over here that when he lcoks at it it thinks he is

21456
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MR. M. PEACH: looking in amirror and probably
calling himself by the word he used to refer to us as dumb-bells.
50 again, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that from the
meetings that I have attended, that members of this side of the
[louse have participated and participated well and have askaed
questions that did not take ten minutes to come forth with the
guestion but stated the question at the beginning and then

the minister could answer it.

MR. W. CALLAN: Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. the member for
Bellevue.

MR. CALLAN: Mr. Chairman, I would like to

make a few comments regarding the committee system without using
any derogatory adjectives to describe members on either side.

SOME HON. MEMBEKRS: Hear, hear:

MR. CALLAN: What I want to do though is detend
myself. And I make no apelogies, Mr. Chairman. Last ‘Thursday
the Resource Committee met right here in this Asscmbly with

the Minister of Development (Mr. N. Winsor). Lt was his
department that we were dealing with on that particular morning.
Now the one o‘clock news, as . was eating my lunch at my

desk because I did not have time to go down stairs and stay
down there, | was eabing my lunch at my desk with the radio

on and the number one story on the station that 1 was listening
to-and [ am not condemning the press; far be it from me

because I think the Premier will probably Llive to regret
condemning the press because,as all hon. members are aware, I
am sure, that you do not win when you attack the press. So I
am not condemning - but anyway the number one story was
mentioned that the member for Bellevue (Mr.W. Calian), who was
the only member present on the Committee,came in twenty-five

minutes late and did not have any gquestions. Now, Mr. Chairman,
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MR. W. CALLAN: I want to explain. I want to
explain,and I want to agree with what the Leader of the
Opposition {(Mr. S. Neary) said in his remarks earlier, that it
is unfair,and the member for iumber West (Mr. R. Baird) is
being unfair when he compares the work load of a dozen
backbenchers ©n the government side with eight Opposition
members. I mean, the member is aware, I am sure, that the
things that we are called on to do and to investigate

and so on as Opposition members in no way compares with what a
dozen, say, or even twenty backbenchers ©n the government side
have ta deal with. Beecause let us face it, it is the Cabinet
and the neovle surrounding the Cabinet and the Premier who
have the work load on the government side. So I do believe,
as I have said, T do agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that it would not be considered unfair or a waste of the
taxpayers'dollars if the Premier had decided to give each
Opposition member a secretary per member. Because és I said,
the reason on Thursday morning past when we were into that .
Department of Development, the reason that I did not have any

questions and the reason
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MR. CALLAN: I got up several times to
leave is because I had - What is it the Bible says? -~

"I was about my Father's business."

MR. NEARY: Right on!
MR. CALLAN: I was about my father's

business. I got up to leave the Committee con two or
three occasions to make phone calls, very important
phone calls. Let me just mention one of the phone
calls. I think everybody is aware, Mr. Chairman, that
all last week there was a big hullabalco, a big
controversy regarding the future of the Markland
hospital. It has not died down yet. Obviously it
will continue this week and next week. But especially
last week,when the thing surfaced for the first time,
I was receiving phone calls from everybody. I had
certain phone calls to make,to make my contacts and

so on and sc on. So, Mr. Chairman, that was just one
of the things that I had on my plate.

I think, Mr. Chairman, that
all members will agree that it has been traditional,
the reason why the House of Assembly, for example,
traditionally has not met in the morning but has met
in the afternoon,is to give the government at least
half the day toc do the routine work. I mean, that
has been tradition. But when you expect eight
Opposition members to give up their morning and
their afternoon, what time is left for constituency
work? That is the only excuse. That is the only
excuse -and it is not an excuse, Mr. Chairman, it
is a reason - that is the reason why I disagree with
the Committee system.

Now, let me react to the

member of the press who suggested in the report that
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MR. CALLAN: was given - in a couple of
the press, T saw it; I read one and T heard one - that,
you know, the hon. the member for Bellevue (Mr. Callan)
did not have any questions. Let me just go through
briefly, Mr. Chairman, some questions that are here on
the Order Paper for the Minister of Development
(Mr. Winsor). I could have asked these guestions
that same morning but, as I said, I had to get up and
leave on several occasions. I arrived late for the
same reason.

By the way, I mentioned the
Markland Hospital, Mr. Chairman, I think I should
mention something else. The Premier, a couple of times
last week, and the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan)
on another ocecasion, ot least three times last weck,
I heard the Premier twice and the Minister of Fisheries
once, gloating over the government guarantees and the
grants and the loans that were given to fish plants
around this Province. They talked about it in the
context of 'let us compare St. Anthony with the
others' and so on. But, Mr. Chairman. some of the
work that I had to do last week was,and perhaps the
Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer) can verify
that what I am saying is true, that a lot of these
grants and loans, even though they were announced
publiecly probably a month agoe or longer, that these
fish plant operators do not have that money. They

do not have that working capital
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MR. CALLAN:

in their hands. And I spent a fair amount of time last weck

trying to look after one of my constituents so that he could

meet his payroll in the fish plant that he was operating.

And the Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer), as I have said

knows full well that, you know, it has to go from Tinance

to Justice and so on,and by the time the actual chegue

arrives in the hands of the fish plant operator, @ lov of
time has expired.

But let me refer, Mr. Chairman,
to some questions that I asked the Minister of Development
(Mr. Windsor) i they are on the Order Paper. I could have
asked them last Thursday but I did not. Now then, " the
member for Bellevue to ask the hon. Minister of Development
to lay upon the Table of the llouse the {ollowing informabicn:
the number of trips taken by the minister during the fiscal
years 1979, 1980 and 1981: the reason for the trip:
places visited "and so on and so on. That is just one.

On another Order Paper, "The member for Bellevue to ask

Lwe Mindster of bevelopment Lo lay apon The Pable ol The
House the follewing information: the amount of housing

in Labrador which was constructed by the Newfoundland

and Labrador Housing Corporation. &nd another one right
here, "To ask the hon. Minister of Development to lay upon
‘the Table of the House the following information: what
legal firms and what fees were paid for legal work for

the Newfoundland and Labrador Development Corpovation."

And if I can just take one final example, Mr., Chairman," The
menber for Bellevus to ask the Minister of Development

to lay upon the Table of the House the following information:
a list showing the louans by the Newfoundland and Labrador
Development Corporation to industries that failed and

assets of companies sold by public auction or sume other
means to recover part of the funding of such companies." And.

Mr. Chairman, the Minister of Development, of course, in

AT
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MR. CALLAN: his opening fifteen minute remark~
which I heard, by the way, so I was not twenty-five minutes
late , contrary to the report that was on the radio ; I was

not twenty-five minutes late - but the minister in his
remarks and in answer to several gquestions wrongly condemned
the federal government for the non-signing of a new tourist
agreement. But that, Mr. Chairman, is typical of the

other committee meeting that I attended. It is traditional,
especially in the Resources Committee, to hear the ministers
condemn Ottawa right, left and center,as of course they

do here practically on a daily basis during the Oral

Question Period,and even in the questions that were asked
today regarding the stumpage fees and so on , the Minister

of Forest Resources and Lands (Mr. Power) could not help

but bring in and try to blame in some way the federal
government for that as well , even though, Mr. Chairman,

the Minister of Forest Resources and Lands knows when he

said we charge stumpage where we build roads and the
Minister of Forest Resources and Lands, Mr. Chairman,

knows full well , and perhawns the federal
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MR. CALLAN:
Liberal Government in Ottawa is very negligent, very negligoent
in blowing their own horn in this Province because
in the boondocks and all over this Province I think there
are an awful lot cf people, an awful lot of people who work
on projects and who travel over roads and enter buildings
not realizing that 90 per cent of it came from the federal
Liberal Govermment in Ottawa -~ in many cases 100 per cent,
and in many cases - well in all cases 50 per cent. If a water
and a sewer project is approved,for example,for Norman's
Cove this year, fifty cents out of every dollar that will qgo
into that project,even though it is approved by the Provincial
Government, everybody knows that fifty cents out of every dollar
that is spent in this Province is federal money anyway.
And of course the forest access roads, the minister tried to make
a suggestion here that we are providing those roads, so
therefore it is fine,and you cannot blame us for charging
a stumpage, a royalty,when he knows full well that these
forest access roads are 90 per cent funded by the
federal government.

Then the minister also talked
about his infestation of the forest and the fine job that
his department is doing in cleaning it up. We had a
programme in my district, if the Trans-Canada Highway can
be classified as being in somebody's district,it can when
the list of roads works comes down. Last year, for example,
the member for Terra Nova (Mr. Lush)-remember? - that in the
list of road works for his district,$3.5 million for Terra Nova.
And there was not one copper spent in Terra Nova, not one
copper. All of that had to do with the Overpass at the
Glovertown intersection con the Trans-Canada Highway. Butl
they put it in with Terra Nova,as they did in my district,
of course, in Bellevue, the couple of million dollars that
was spent on the Trans-Canada between the Chance Cove Road

and the Welcome Inn at Goobies,all of that was lumped in as

2ig?
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MR. CALLAN: money being spent in Bellevue.
MR, CHAIRMAN (Avlward) : Order, please!l
MR. CALLAN: And my time is up, Mr. Chairman.

So I will continue at some other time.

Thank you.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Before I recognize the hon.
member for Burin-Placentia West (Mr. Tobin), I would like
to make a ruling on a point of order which was raised by the
president of the Council (Mr. Marshall) en Friday concerning such
words as 'lacky' and 'stooge' which were used in this House
by the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary). I have done
some research on this and I cannot find in any of the
Parliamentary reference books or any debate that these words

have been ruled unparliamentary.

2l
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MR. CHAIRMAN (AYLWARD) : So my ruling

is that there was no point of order. But I would like
to remind members on both sides of the House that depending
on the tone in which certain words are used, they could in some
future time be ruled unparliamentary language.

The hon. member for Burin-Placentia
West.
MR. TOBIN: Mr. Chairman, like many other of
my colleagues, I too take exception to the remarks directed
towards us by the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) and
certainly by the Opposition House Leader (Mr. llodder) . |
have attended every meeting of the Resource
Committee and I have asked questions at every meeting. Last
Thursday, Mr. Chairman, we were in meetings from nine-thirty
until twelve-thirty without the Opposition asking one single
question. The questions were directed to the minister by
the government members. I believe that I asked mv fair
share of ruestions at that meeting as well.

Mr. Chairman, I there[ofe do not
feel that the remarks that were made by these
two honourable gentlemen were directed at me because I
asked guestions. However,I believe that the word.- 'dummies?
or 'dumb-bells' zre certainlv 'part of the vocabulary of the two
people, and these two people must be very familiar with the werds.
I feel a little disappointed, Sir, that they have referred
to people who do not ask gquestions as ‘dummies' and have
put their own colleague, the member for Bellevue (Mr. Callan),
in a situation where he is basically referred to as a
'dummy' because he did not ask guestions, and have put him
in the situation where he just had to stand up and explain
to this liouse why he did not ask questions.

Well,I would like to say, Mr.
Chairman, that I enjoyed working on the Committee with the

hon. member for Bellevue,and I do not think he deserves to
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MR. TOBIN: be [itted in that cateyory, that
people who did not ask gquestions be called 'dummies'. I
believe that, as he said,that merning he had other questions
to ask and he will ask them at other times, that he did not
want to ask questions. And I do not believe for one minute
that he should be referred to as a dummy by the two gentlemen
opposite.

Mr. Chairman, I believe that the
greatest problem, the thing that agitates the two gentlemen,
is the fact that most of the Committees are made up by
new members and it is the quality of guestions that are asked
by the new members.

SOME HON. MEMBERS 2 Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN: It is the quality of questions
that are asked by the new members, Mr. Chairman, that
upsets the people opposite. They know that we can ask
questions and that we get direct and honest responses

from the ministers involved. And they should also realize
that quality is what counts and not the quantity.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN: Mr. Chairman, I am proud to work
on the Committee. I look forward to working for the rest

of this year and other years to come , and any time that

2iur
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MR. G. TOBIN: I do not feel it is fit to ask a
question, I do not think that I should be referred to as the dummy

or a dumb-bell by the two gentlemen opposite.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman.

MR. CUATRMAN(Dr. McNicholas:) The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: Before we carry it I have to

respond. I am under heavy attack from these bushy-tailed, bright-
eyed members. I really feel bad I am under such heavy attack.
Mr. Chairman, how naive can you be? HNow naive can you get? llon.

gentleman go in and ask the ministers to tell them what nice fellows

they are.
MR. WARREN: Yes.
MR. NEARY: " Tell me, Mr. Minister, tell me

what a nice fellow you are today." First, before they go to the

committee meeting, they have to go and kiss the Premier's picture.

MR. TOBIN: Twice.

MR. HODDER: Worse than twice, ten times.

MR. NIARY: And Lhen, goointo g commil tee mect ing
and say, " Mr. Minister, tell me what a nice fellow you are."

MR. TOBIN: That is what you had to do when

you were a backbencher.

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Chairman, let nobody be under
any illusions of who asks the embarrasing gquestions of government.
And it is not by privilege, by the way, and the hon. gentleman

from St. Mary's- The Capes ( Mr. Hearn) should bear this in mind,

that the majority of time is the Opposition's time. It is the
Opposition who carries the ball, not the government, not the members
who are trying to prop up the administration and try to make the
administration look good. It is not a privilege- you do not give

the Opposition a privilege- that is a tradition. The hon. gyentleman
may learn that as time goes on. I am not going to give the hon. qgent!leman
a lecture on the tradition of Parliament, but I just want to say this,
that no member on this side of the House asks a question as a matter

of privilege because somebody on the government's side was trying to
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MR. NEARY: That is our right and our privilege.
Tt is the Opposition which is responsible for scrutinizing the
estimates. So, Mr. Chairman, I thought I would have to put these
fow remarks in response to Lhe heavy attack that | have been undér,
the stinging, stinging attack, the vicious attack I have heen under

from these bright-eyed, bushy-tailed members, Mr. Chairman.

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, if I may.

MR. CIHAIRMAN( Dr. McNicholas): The hon. the President of

the Council.

MR. MARSHALL: I just want to draw to their

attention, because I know the hon. gentlemen theére opposite do
not know the rules, they have not read the rules, and every

time they get up on a point of order they do not quote any
authorities either the Standing Orders of the House, which
govern the conduct of the yoyge,» ©r Beauchesne or Erskine May

or whatever it may be. Now I have heard a lot made by the
Opposition about the fact that there were not questions asked by
the members on the government side. The government side, vou know,
has asked questions, and I will not go into that again, but as
far as the Opposition is'concerned, and they do not know

the rules of the House, poor fellows, Mr. Chairman - but I

quote te you standing order 86(b) which says as follows:

2 il.l &



June 7, 1982 Tape No. 1019 PS -1

MR. MARSHALL: "Any member of the House who is
not a member of a Standing Committee" - now, 'not a mcmber
of a Standing Committee', the hon. member Ffor Terra Nova
{(Mr. Lush) understands what 'not' means - "Not a member of

a Standing Committee, may, unless the House or the committee
concerned otherwise orders" - the House has not ordered, and
the committec will not order - "may take part in tho public
proceedings of the committee, but he may not vote or move

any_motion nor shall he be part of any quorum.”

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. MARSHALL: So, the fact of the matter is,

Mr. Speaker, if the hon. gentlemen there opposite wish to,
they could, all eight of them could, attend the committee,
they could outnumber the government members eight to five

if they wish to. Now, they cannot vote because that is

the way.
MR. NEARY: That is the catch.
MR. MARSHALL: Yes, well that is fine. Now the

complaint was not that they could not vote, the complaint
was that there were not cnough questions being asked. 11t
two of them, if the two standard members can not ask enough
questions, Mr. Speaker, they can add one, two, three, four,
five, six, seven, or eight - but they can not add anymore
than eight, of course. But they can add eight. It is
regrettable, Mr. Chairman, that such a fine system, a
democratic system that has been set up, has not been utilized
by the Opposition. And it is even more regrettable, Mr.
Chairman, that the Opposition - I do not believe that the
Opposition is completely stunned; I believe the Opposition
is stunned but I do not believe it is completely stunned -
but what is regrettable is the Standing Orders of this House
precisely give the hon. members the opportunity to so do.

And I will make an undertaking on behalf of the government
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MR. MARSHALL: too, Mr. Chairman, that five
members of the government always turn up; if all eight
members turn up, only two may vote, but we will not send
another three or another sixteen or anything like that,

so they can ask all the guestions they want to if they have
the interest. But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Chairman,

as Mr. Chairman knows, they have not got the interest.

o

MR, TOBIN: That is right.
MR. MARSHALL: All they want to do is try to paint

this government has being all-powerful, as being arrogant
because it has all these numbers, is running over the poor,
defenseless opposition. Now here is something, Mr. Chairman,
that we are assisting the Opposition in; we are telling them
the rules, the rules had of been there for two, three or four
years that they had not read, and if they wish they can avail
of it which would cancel out any complaints, spurious as they
are, that they make. As it presently stands, the government
members allow the Opposition to ask as many questions that
they want too.

SOMIE HON. MEMBERS: Carried, carried!

On motion 201~01 through 201-07

carried.
MR. CHAIRMAN (McNICHOLAS) : Shall 202-01 carry?
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman,
MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: 202-01, we are doing the Auditor's

General report. Well, Mr. Chairman, this is the first
opportunity that I have had to express publicly my
appreciation to the Auditor General for the co-operation
that he gave the Public Accounts Committee, while I was

Chairman of that Committee.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: As hon. members know the

committee could not function effectively without the co-
operation the Auditor General. And, as 2 matter of fackt,
the research assistant to the Public Accounts Committoec

ILs a member of the Auditor General's stall. A gent leman,
an auditor who is familar with the government accounts, is
seconded from the Auditor General's department, to do the
research for the Public Accounts Committee. And this is

& very valuable assistance tc the committee.

And so, Mr. Chairman, if
I may, I want to extend a word of appreciation to the
huditor General for all the help that he gave the committee
during the short time that I was chairman of that committee.
I am sure, Mr. Chairman, that there are a number of my
colleagues that would like to raise some items in the Auditor
General's report.

Oone thing I would like to
raise, Mr. Chairman, is the fact that the government now
has - again this is something new - they have developed
a new technique of trying to neutralize the Auditor
General‘s report before it is tabled in the House of
Assembly. The departments make their comments and so
the government tables the Auditor General's report and

tahlen ~7ane ith it the comments of the ministers.

MR. MARSHALL: That is tradition.
MR. NEARY: That is not a tradition,

that is something new.
MR. MARSHALL: Your buddy, Mr. Jones,
did that many vears ago.

MR. NEARY: Mo, he did not do it, Mr.
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MR. NEARY: Chairman. No, Mr. Jones
did not do it. They sort of try to take the harm out of
the Auditor General's report.

DR. COLLINS: That is because we are
efficent,that is all.

MR. NEARY: ) Oh, efficent! No, Mr.
Chairman. The whole purpose of that exercise is to try to
neutralize the report and take the harm out of it so

it will not look as bad in the public eye. I do not

think that is fair to the Auditor General,unless all the
irnifformation is tabled. The letters between the Auditor
General and the ministers should be tabled. What is it
they call these letters?

DR. COLLINS: They have changed that rule.
MR. NEARY: The what? ©No, there is a

name on them.

AN HON. MEMBER: Interdepartmental memos.

MR. NEARY: No, no. Net interdepart-
mental. T forget what they call it. But anyway, letters,

all the back-up information, Mr. Chairman The only fair

way to do it, if you are going to table all these documents,

is to put all the documentation on the table. The

correspondence between the Auditor General and the ministers,

the jetters that go back and forth when the Auditor General

is trying to get explanations from the various ministers

and trying to resolve matters that concern the Auditor

General very muck, all the back-up information should be

tabled in
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MR. S. NEARY: this hon. House. Now, I do not think
there is anything else that I want to say about this, Mr.
Chairman, except that most of us are very concerned

over that fact that sometimes the Auditor General's remarks
are treated rather lightly by this administration. The
Auditor General on occasions has had to raise matters two

or three different occasions before the message got through to
the ministers and to the administration. And let me give

you an example, Mr. Chairman, of that,in case hon. gentle-~

men think that I am exaggerating. There were a couple of
occasions 1in the last few years when it appeared as if

moncy was spent illegally, money was spent From the public
treasury on political polls and on political films, the

Tory convention in Gander. And these items were followed

up by the Public Accounts Committee. Witnesses were called
before the Public Accounts Committee and hard testimony was
taken from witnesses and an awful lot of effort and research
went into these two particular items. And I am not referring
here to the Public Works Department scandal, Mr. Chairman,

I am talking about the Devine political poll and the films
that were done on the Tory convention in Gander that were

used on Provincial Affairs on CBC, a free political telecast.
Now, Mr. Chairman, the Public Accounts Committee made unanim-—
ous recommendations to this House as a result of these matters
being raised by the Auditor General.And the unanimous recommend-
ation of the Committee was that the government take steps to
recover the funds that were spent illegally and also look at
the possibility of laying criminal charges against those who
authorized the spending of these funds. And then there was
the matter of the Public Works scandal, when the Public
Accounts Committee recommended that the possibility be looked
into of recovering funds resulting from the loss of noncy
from the consolidated revenue as a result of things that were

done illegally in the Public Works Department. To my knowledge,

~nNe
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MR. S. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, no action has been
taken on these recommendations. I understand that one of
the matters is before Cabinet and has been before Cabinet
for some time, the matter of the Devine poll and the film
that was done in the Tory convention in Gander.

AN HON. MEMBER: The previous administration.

MR. NEARY: I beg your pardon? Previous adminis-

tration. The hon. gentleman says it is the previous adminis-

tration.
MR. WARREN: Yes. That is all he is talking about.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, that is irresponsibile,

in my opinion. There is a recommendation that these funds

be recovered, that civil action be taken
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MR.NEARY: Lo recover the money that was
spent on these policital polls and the money that was
spent on the film, and the money that was lost in the
breaking of the law with regard to the Public Works
spending. 1In all three cases, Mr. Chairman, no apparent
action has been taken, and as a result the Auditor General has
had to raise two of these matters again, in his latest
report,for the third time. How many more times, Mr.
Chairman, will the Auditor General have to bring thesce
matters to the attention of this Honourable House? How
many different ways will he have to bring it to the
attention of the House? It has been proven beyond any
doubt that the political poll was paid for out of tax-
payers'money and that money should be recovered. The
shoot, the Gander shoot, the five minute film clips that
were done at the Tory convention in Gander, that money
should be recovered. I do not know what recommendations
the Justice Department made to the Cabinet, but the
Cabinet has been sitting on it now long enough. It is
just about time, Mr. Chairman, We should not have to wait
for the Auditor General to raise these matters again

this time next year, the Auditor General has alrecady
raised the matters three times. I mean, the next thing,
Mr. Chairman, the Auditor General is going to get so
discouraged and so disilluéioned over the lack of action
on the very serious matters that are raised in his report
that he is going to think that his report is just being
treated as a joke in this hon. House. That would

be a shame. As hon. members know the Aduitor jeneral is the

watchdog of the public treasury, a servant of this House,



June 7, 1982 Tape 1022 Jc -

MR. NEARY: and anything he says should be
taken very seriouslv, Mr. Chairman. Your Honour was on that
committee and Your Honour was one who endorsed the
recommendation of the committee that the funds be recovered,
that civil action be taken to recover the funds, and the
possibility of criminal action be looked into by the Justice
Department. So far, Mr. Chairman, there is no apparent action
on the part of the Justice Department or on the part of the
Cabinet. I think before we pass the estimates of the
department of the Auditor General that we should have an

explanation from some spokesman in the Administration.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Alyward): Shall 202-01 carry?

PR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman -

MR. CHATRMAN: The hon the Minister of Finance.

DR. COLLINS: Just a brief word on that last point.

There has been ongoing communications discussions by officials

in the various

21 R
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DR. COLLINS:

affected departments of government over this matter that

the hon. member just brought out, It is far from the truth to
say that no action has been taken. There have been many,
many requests and receipt of information in regard to certain
aspects of the expenses that were billed for those activities,
and there has been clarification of many of the accounts.
The Department of Justice was consulted as to whether
actionable cause was present and we have not received from
Justice any indication that there was. There have not been
monies paid out that were not properly due. We are holding
back on paying certain invoices that we reccived for that
very reason. And the whole matter will presumablv he cleared
up in the very near future so that the whole account will be
wiped clean. But there will not be any expenditures by

this government for activities that were not incurred for

strictly government purposes. I can assure the Housc of that.

MR. NEARY: So you are going to let bygones be bygones.
MR. CHAIRMAN (AYLWARD): The hon. member for Fogo.
MR. TULK: Mr. Chairman, I want to,under this

Head, refer to the Auditor General's report and connect that
up with some of the statements made by the Minister of
Forests, Resources and Lands (Mr. Power) in this House
thisafternoon,and perhaps show the attitude of this
government as well in trying to gain revenue for this
Province. Mr. Chairman, in the Auditor General's report
just tabled in the House,we saw under Section 39 that there
was a serious mismanagement of fhe Forest L%ﬁd(ﬁahaéement
and Taxation)Act. That Act, Mr,. Chairman, as we know was
enacted, brought into beinyg, Lo bring certain forest lands
in this Province under proper management and to impose
varying degrees of taxation in respect thereof. In other
words, Mr. Chairman, if you manage the forest lands of this
Province, if you own a section of forest lands in this

Province and you manage it well,then you get a decrease in
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MR. CTULK: vour btaxes. 11 you do not manage
it well,then you obviously get an increase in the land tax
that you own.

Mr. Chairman, this is not something
that the government picks up after the fact either. The land-
holders in the P'rovince, regardless of whether they are big paper
companies or not, are required under the legislation to submit
long term management plans to the government and the annual
operating plans using certain forest management criteria

set out in the act.



June 7, 1982 Tape 1024 PK - 1

MR. TULK: Rubbish! Mr., Chairman, the
Auditor General in the latest report pointed out that the
Prevince has not collected any significant amount of unmanaged
land tax since the act came into forece in 1975. 1In other
words, there is a piece of legislation sitb'ng on the
Province's books, cn the books of this Province,;that has not
brought in any significant funds to the Province and has not
been used in the way that it should be.
He goes on te point out that this is so even though there
is siqmificant evidence in the department’'s files that proper
forest management procedures are not being practiced by certain
landlords. In committee the other day I asked the ministoer
some guestions on this. We got some vague answers about,
well, it was the minister’s discretion whether he implemented the
Forest Land(Management Taxation) fct or not, but that it would
be in the future.

Mr. Chairman, now we have had
eight years in this Province since 1974 to implement this
Land Tax Act and yet there has been nothing done. This was
in spite of the fact that one of the large paper companios,
1 believe it is Abitibi-Price = I think Ehe minister teld
us that it was Abitibi-Price - that under that Land
Management gCertificate Act twenty - eight areas were approved
for cutting in 13879. Cutting occurred in only thirteen of those
and the company was allowed to go ocutside and cut in fifteen
others. And they also cut, Mr. Speaker,in those fifteen
other areas significant volumes of undamaged balsam fir when
we got perhaps the worst forest, in Canada in Newfoundland
with spruce budworm infested timber.

The Ruditor General goes on to
point out that the cutting of such areas is unacceptable and

that the minister sheould have either done onc thing or Ehe

2 17
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MR. TULK: other or both, that is, to
revoke the certificate of managed land and assess the tax
for unmanaged land.

And we get the Minister of
Forestry (Mr. Power) this afternoon in Question Period
standing up and,in spite of the fact that he did not
enforce an act to get revenue for this Province, saving
well we have to raise our stumpage fee and our royalty fee
we have to raise a tax because that is what stumpage and
royalty fees are, we have to raise a tax 400 per cent.
Now he says it is not 400 per cent. If you divide two
into eight - mathematics has to be - familar to
the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins) and if you take two ~
and divide it into eight and say that is not 400 per cent increase,
then , Mr. Chairman, we should take the Minister of Finarnce
and the Minister of Forestry , both of them,and send them
back to I would say elementary school, about Grade VI or VII.
Because, Mr. Chairman, it is a 400 per cent increase; from
§2 to $8 or $9.18 is a 400 per cent increase. And he has to

do that, 6 he says,

2150
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MR. TULK: the minister says, he has qof
to do that, he has got to raise royalty rates. He has
got to raise the tax on wood so that there are some
revenues accruing to this Province. And then he stands
up in Question Period and says, 'Oh, the Opposition is
on the side of big business, the big companies'. Well,
Mr. Chalrman, lel me ask him g question, et me point
out something to him, that he allowed, according to the
Auditor General, he allowed one of the largest companies
in this Province, Abitibi-Price,to do what they wanted to
do with the woods, with the forests of this Province, and
yet he is going out to a small, local ¢ontractor on the
Northeast Coast of this Province and saying, 'Now, boy,
how about six dollars more for cvery cord of wood that you
cut ?' Now, Mr. Chairman, if that is not picking on the
little guy,then I would like to know what is. It is a prime
example, Mr. Chairman, of the mismanagement of this
government and it is a prime example of socking it to those
people who are least able to pay. And you ask him wherc is
he trying to get the revenue from and for what. The
federal government in this Province, Mr. Chairman, built
the very access roads that this wood is being cut on,
as the member for Belleuve (Mr. Callan) pointed out, ninety-
ten. Ninety per cent of the funds expended by the minister
last year in capital works came from the coffers of the
federal government. He has been the happiest minister over
there because - I will grant him this - he had the good
sense, unlike many of his colleagues on that side, to
sit down and negotiate an agreement. But that is about the
only thing that he has done.

Seventy-five per cent of his
capital budget this year, Mr. Chairman, is funded by the
federal government. So what do we have? We let Abitibi-

Price off scot-free, we get the federal government to put in
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MR. TULK: some access roads in this Province
and then go out and sock it te the little guy who is trying
to pick up some of the decaved wood in this Province.
Mr. Chairman, I really do not

believe that the Minister of Forest Resources and Lands
(Mr. Power) even knew this was happening. I really do not
believe he did. I think perhaps the Minister of Finance
(Dr. Collins) in this Province said, 'We have got to have
more money'. So he says, 'All right, let us up the stumpage
lLees, let us up them'., Just takes his pen and very easily
drives it from two dollars to eight dollars and fifteen
cents,or nine dollars and eighteen cents,depending on where
you are cutting. And then sends down to the minister and
says, 'Charlie, boy, that is it. That is what you have got,
nothing else'. That is it,Mr. Chairman, And I think the
minister,when I approached him on Friday afterncon, I think
it was the first time that he was aware that he was really
creating a problem in this Province. Yet every official
in his department from the Deputy Minister down knew that
to put in that royalty on pulpwood, on export pulpwood in
particular, to put in that royalty on pulpwood was in
el leet saying to the small sawmill pulpwood, local contractor
in this Province, 'You are out of business'. That was the
result of that.

Now,Mr. Chairman, on the one hand
we have got the Auditor General saying, 'Go collect taxes
that you should collect. Enforce the Land Management Act

in this Province
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MR. B. TULK: and collect your revenues, Go do
that and collect some revenues'And on the other hand

we have the minister saying,'No, I will not go to the
big Abitibi-Price,I will go to the little guy and get
my revenues.' Now, Mr. Chairman, that is mismanagement.
And I suggest to you, Mr. Chairman, that it is the
total attitude that is prevalent with this government.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): Shall 202-01 carry.

MR. HODDER: Mr. Chairman.
vR. CHAIRMA&L The hon.the member for Port au Port.
MR. HODDER: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I noticed

that the Minister of Finance (Dr. Collins)has left the
chamber, but when he replied to the qguestions on the polit-
ical poll, the political convention expenses charged
against public funds, I did not really got any sensc of
satisfaction. Now, Mr. Chairman, the Auditor General's
report, Section 41, said that the political ads had becen
referred to Cabinet. Now, Mr. Chairman, these ads go
back to 1978 or '79. Perhaps I could get the Premier

to answer for me in the absense of the Minister of Justice

(Mr. Ottenheimer). Speaking about the Auditor General's
report, considering the charge for political ads which had
been referred to Cabinet, the Auditor General had asked the
Minister of Justice about trying to get back the expenses
on those ads. The Auditor Genozral's report on page 32,
says that " On 31 December 1981, I wrote t .2 Deputy
Minister of Justice and requested that he inform me of any
action taken or to be taken by his Department to imple-~
ment the aforementioned recommendations. In his reply,

the Deputy Minister informed me that,following a detailed
analysis , officials of his Department concluded there was
not sufficient evidence to succeed in an action to re-

cover funds paid out under the Devine Contract. Thereforc,
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MR. HODDER: no such action had been commenced.
With respect to recommendation No. 6“-and these are the
political ads, Mr. Chairman-"I am informed by the Deputy
Minister that officials of ﬁis Department have reviewed
the matter and have advised the Minister of Justice

(Mr. Ottenheimer), and that the matter will be referred to
Cabinet for its decision as to the appropriate course of

action." Mr., Chairman, this goes baclk to the 1978-79

o
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MR. HODDER: Auditor General's report. The
gquestion I have for the Premier is how long has the Cabinet had
those recommendations and what were the recommendations of the
Minister of Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer)? I would have asked the
Minister of Justice had he been here, but what recommendations
did the Minister of Justice make to Cabinet? A third guestion

I would have for the Premier, is why is it taking so long, since
this has been going on gince 1978-79?2 It has been a misuse

of public funds. These were ads which were used by the P.C.
Party, not under the hon. gentleman's administration, but certainly,
it seems to me, that certainly the administration was part of it
and the Premier was part of that administration. Mr. Chairman,
since the Premier has been the Premier, this has been referred
to Cabinet, but we have not heard what Cabinet has done about it
or what the decision is. So the question is simple, what were
the recommendations made to Cabinet by the Minister of Justice,
Why is it taking so long, and what does the Premier intend to do
about this particular item?

MR. CHAIRMAN: (Alyward): The hon. the Premier.

PREMILER PECK[ORD: As the hon. member knows, it has

been ongoing, Mr. Chairman, for some time. As Lthe

correspondance with the Auditor General indicates on the

Devine advertising one, there were insufficient grounds to take
legal action. We have been trying to move through the system,

Mr. Chairman. On the other one, we have been, I think the Depart-
ment of Finance with Justice have been negotiating and trying to
recover the funds and the matter is in the hands of Cabinet.

On the hon member's gquestion, let me just say that the recommendat-—

ions of the Minister of
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Justice (Mr. Ottenheimer) ate

recommendations that have been made to Cabinet, I do not intend to
release those recommendations here at the present moment, but
within the next couple of weeks we will be in a position to
indicate to the hon. member just exactly where the government
Stands on it in relation to the recommendation that came forward
from the Justice Department and what actions we are going to be
taking. We have been pursuing the matter with a lot of dill-
igence, but it is complex, and we had to isolate, first of all,
all those legitimate expenses that were charged by the company

and then those that we considered not to be legitimate. Then move
it through - some negotiations went on in the early part of it,
and then through the Justice Department to try and get some
reading upon our legal position as a government in relation to
those that were still outstanding. So, all I can say to the

hon. member right now is that we will be informing him or anybody
else of our action very shortly. It should be another week or
twe, that is all, at the most.

On motion 202-01 through
202-04 carried.
On motion Head II. Legislative,

carried.

21lah
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MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): Head 111 - Executive Council.

On motion 301-01 through 301-02-04 carriec.

"Shall 302-01 carry?"

MR. NEARY: What head are we on now?
MR. CHAIRMAN: 302-01. Office of the Premier.
MR. NEARY: Just a minute, Mr. Chairman. 1

wonder if the hon. gentleman would make some introductory
remarks in the conection with the office of the Executive
Council. The Premier's Office. So in light of his vicious
attacks on the media for accusing him of being the most
expensive premier in the whole of Canada -

AN HON. MEMBER: In your opinion.

MR. NEARY: - I thought he would rise and
make some introductory remarks in connection with the
Premier's Office.

Mr. Chairman, let me say this
at the outset. The Premier can squirm all he wants, and
he can do all the fancy footwork and all the fancy dancing
that he wants, the hon. gentleman is still the most

expensive bremier in the whole of Canada.

MR. BAIRD: and the best!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: And whether or not, Mr. Chairman,

the CBC spliced in something that was done for the Journal,
whether they spliced that in with another story or not, does
not excuse the fact that we have here,in this Province +he
most expensive Premier in the whole of Canada. There is

no doubt about that. And, Mr. Chairman, I might say, I saw

the CBC Here_and Now story,and I thought they left an awful

lat out, because if you look at the csii—ghne. Mr. Chalrman -~
MR. MORGAN: Yes, you are both being paid well.
MR. NEARY: - and I am not talking

about the hon. gentleman's salary, I am talking about the

perks, - if you look at the estimates you will see the Cabinet Secretariat,

-

~d
c-
=
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MR. NEARY: that was not mentioned in the Here and

Now report, the Treasury Board Secretariat, which secms to be

growing in leaps and bounds. Then you have Intergovernmential
Affairs, which reaily should be wiped out, it does not mean anything
does not serve any useful purpose. And then you have the Advisory
Councils, and then you have consulting firms, and then

you have a raft of support staff.

2l
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MR. NEARY: You have executive assistants,
parliamentary assistants, press people working in that
office, Mr. Chairman. And then we are the only Province
in Canada who gives a Premier a rent-froe house. And

I know the hon. gentleman will get up now, vicious again.
He will get up vicious, and he will accuse the Opposition
of attacking him personally. Mr. Chairman, anybody who
accepts a rent-free house from the people of this Province

has every right to be criticized, and it is not a personal

attack.
MR. CARTER: Do not be so low.
MR. NEARY: The only Premier in Canada who

gets it, Well, maybe we are unique here in Newfoundland,

Mr. Chairman.

MR. TOBIN: ‘Sure we are.
MR. NEARY: Maybe we should give our Premier a

rent=free house.

MR. TOBIN: Sure we should.
MR. NEARY: Now the hon. member savs 'sure

we should.' Well, Mr. Chairman, we are the only Province
in Canpada, or maybe we may be one of two Provinces in
Canada, who charges -

MR. CALLAN: That is the same crowd who
critized Joey.

MR. STEWART: Do not forget the one on Roaches
Line, now.

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. CHairman, if I may, I believe
we are the only Province in Canada who charges for a
hospital bed on a ward. I believe we are, Mr. Chairman.
We are unique in that again. Maybe we should be first in
everything, Maybe we should sock it to the sick, give

the Premier sverything he wants, a rent-free housc.

MR. TOBIN: Now that we have two Liberal leaders -
MR. CALLAN: Alberta is the other one. You know how

Tory he is.

2 1yl
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MR. NEARY: I am not going to be intimated
by the hon. gentleman, Mr. Chairman. You yourself, Your

Honour, you stooped pretty rather low in the debate earlier -

AN HON. MEMBER: What? Wwhat?

MR. NEARY: - when you condemned the Opposition -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: - for talking about the most expensive

Premier in Canada. You said people who live in glass houses
should not throw stones. Well let me point out to Your
Honour that I am not referring to the hon. gentleman's
salary, I am not referring to his salarv.

MR. HEARN: Of course not. Because you are
gotting $65,000 a year.

MIL. NIIARY: Well, Mr. Chairman, if the hon.
gentleman does not like that, I would be very glad, if he
would do likewise, I would be very glad to turn it in and

I would wear coveralls -

PREMIER PECKFORD: Turn it back, but not because I

take it, I believe that I am earning mine.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman is earning his?

T would be very glad to put on
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MR. NEARY: coveralls and come in the House
If the hon. gentleman wanted me to. So, Mr. Chairman,

let us set that aside, let us s=t the sessional -

PREMIER PECKFORD: Do not ask for a trade off.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: Well, if the hon. gentleman wants

me to talk about it, it is still the highest in Canada.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Sixty-five thousand dollars a

year, the Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: So! Well, I would say the Leader

of the Opposition -

PREMIER PECKFORD: A fantastic salary.

MR. NEARY: Oh, I see, fantastic.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

PREMIER PECKFORD: Sixty-five thousand dollars a year.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: Well, okay, Mr. Chairman, in that

case if we take evervthing in proportion,then the Leader
of the Oppositionwould e entitled to a rent:- free house,
free telephoneg, free lights, a private dining room,
chauffeur driven cars, chain link fences, bodyguards,
chambermaids. Mr. Chairman, I would like to know how much
we are paying for this Premier, How much are we paying?

Do we provide toilet paper too, Mr. Chairman?

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I realize that
the Premier is very sensitive about this matter, very
sensitive about it. And somehow or other he thinks that

he is such a great Premier and he works so hard that

Lhe people of Newfoundland should give him all {hese poerlkes.,
SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: No othexr Premier in Canada. I

would think, Mr. Chairman, somehow or other I have a feeling
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MR. NEARY: that Premier Davis in Ontario

works just as hard. I have that feeling. I have a feeling,
Mr. Chairman, that Premier Bennett out in British Columbia
works just as hard. And T have a fecling, Mr. Chairman,

that Premier Devine in Manitoba works just as hard. I

have a feeling they do. And I have a feeling that all

the other Premiers of Canada work just as hard for their
Province and, Mr. Chairman, they do not get these perks,

they do not get a rent-free house. Only poor old Newfoundland!
and this hon. gentleman tells us so often in this Province

aow WOOY we are -

MR. TULK: Have not shall be no more.

MR. NEARY: Have not shall-what?

MR. TULK: Shall be no mere.

MR. NEARY: Have not shall be no more, that

we want the same standard of living as other Canadians.

SOMIEL HON. MEMRERS | Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Have not shall be no more. Well

have not shall be no more all riaght,for the hon. gentleman.

MR. MORGAN: He is the man who is drawing $65,000.

M. NEARY: I think that is wonderful, Mr.
Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I am glad that the hon. gentlemen
recognizes my value in this House.

MR. HODDER: You are getting the same

as Cabinet, you know.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, do *ou mean to

tell me, is the hon. gentleman telling me



June 7, 1982 Tape Ne. 1031 Mlofr = 1

MR. S. NEARY: that all T get is the
equivalent of what the Minister of Fisheries( Mr. Morgan),

ets?

PREMIER PECKFORD: You get meore in total

tnan ne gets.
MR. NEARY: is that what the

hon. @entleman is telling pe?

MR. MORGAN: More than I aet.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, that is not

true I get the eguivalent - can you: imagine ? I get the equivale-
of what the Minister of Manpower (Mr. Dinn) gots -
PREMTER PRECKIORD: Yo, e should b el 11

as much as you are getting.

MR. NEARY: - and the Minister of Fisherioes
(Mr. Morgan) , gets,
MR. TULK: He 1is getting to vou,

boy! He is getting to you.

MR. NEARY: Can you imagine, Mr. Chairman,
here T am with the responsibilities 1 have on my shoulder,

and all - and Mr. Chairman, what about the Minister of Enviroment
( Mr . Andrews ) ? D2 I only get what the Minister of the
Enviroment aats =

you get more and you are only half a Leader.

MR. NEARY: - who 1is on his last chance

in the Cabinet?

MR. TULK: You got the same thing.
MR. NEARY: Is that all I get? And what

about the Minister of Health ( Mr. House ) 2 Do I only get what

the Minister of Health gets?

ME. CTHATRMAN( Dr. McNicholas!; Order, olease! The hon. member's

time has expired.
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MR. S. NEARY: Well, I will have another go , Mr.
Chairman,

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: _ Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD : Mr. Chairman,well I am glad the

Leader of the Opposition gave me an opportunity to stand in my place
concerning my estimates. I think perhaps the first thing we should
propose is Lhat Lhe $65,000 that the Leader of Lhe Opposition gots
should be split,$32,500 to the in-House Leader Liberal Party and

$32,500 to the out-House Leader of the Liberal Party.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
AN HON MEMBER: And then they both would be over paid.
PREM[ER PRCKITORD: That is the first thing we should do,

I mean, it grossly unfair, Mr. Chairman, grossly unfair. I mean,
you know, I have great deal of respect for the member of
Ronavista North( Mr. Cross ), I really do. I have a great deal of
respect, but I mean he really did the job on the Leader of the
Liberal Party. I mean, I feel a little bit ashamed by it all. I
mecan, he could run faster than the outside Leader of the Liberal
Party, he could relate more to the common man of Bonavista North,
and by the same token I guess all the members who were in the
[jouse the last session, you know, still have a little bit of
sympathy for the Leader of the Liberal Party outside the House.
So I propose,Mr. Chairman, seconded by the Leader in the House of
Assembly, that he give half his salary to the other half Leader
of the Liberal Party.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMTER PECKFORD: Now is hé going to accept that? Can

we gob him to agree? Can the Leader of the Opposition in the House
agree to give half his salary to the Leader of the Opposition outside
the llouse?Can we get that kind of proposition passed through here
quickly this afternoon? I do not hear a sound, Mr. Chairman, I do not

hear a sound from this hon. gentleman.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: $65,000 a year the

Leader of the Opposition in Newfoundland gets.This Leader
of the Opposition here, this is the gentleman who can stand
in his place and critize the Premier of the Province for
getting $75,000 a vear in total, the Premier makes $10,000

Oor more a year than the Leader of the Opposition,

oY)



June 7, 1982 Tape 1032 PK - 1

PREMTER PRCKFORD: and then he is only half a

lecader, Mr. Chairman, half a leader.

AN HON. MEMBER: He is not that really.

PREMIER PECKI'ORD: Half a leader. Half a leader or
hall a litre, which is it?

AN HON. MEMBER: Half a litre.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Now we are gone metric.

AN HON, MEMBER: He is down a Qquart.

PREMIER PECKFORD: No, Mr. Chairman, the Liberal

Party of Newfoundland during the recent election tried a little
trick , Mr. Chairman. They tried a little trick. The trick
was that they would do this ad on television, they would

do this expert ad from the crowd from Toronto and Montreal,

to Jdo this expert ad they were going to try to show

the Leader of the P.C. Party and the Premier of the day, show
him up for what he was, try to be a little tricky, try to

be a little tricky and they put this ad on television
during the election campaign to try to show up the Premier

of Newfoundland and the Leader of the Progressive Conservative
Party. And Mr. Chairman,did they get a surprise? Did they
get a surprise!Twenty-four hours later,or thirty hours,

later they were deluged with calls from people saying, "Take
that off the air' ' Take that off the air!That ig discourteous -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: - that 1is disrespectful. I submit

to the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) if he wants to, or
the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) or the member for Port au

Port (Mr. Hodder),if they want to make a political issue

out of me and the amount that I recieve as Premier of this
Province ,go right ahead, Mr. Chairman, beccause I am ready to
take on the Leader of the Opposition or any member of the
Liberal Party -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: - if they are going to suddenly

get down in the ditches of trying to accuse me of being anything
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PREMIER PECKFORD: but proper and decent about how

I operate as Premier of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: I will take the Leader of the

Opposition on. Yes, he will put on more than his coveralls
when this one is over, Mr. Chairman. He will put on more
than his coveralls. T challenge the Leader of the

Opposition,

Please, I submit to him in all
humility, please keep it up. Please keep attacking me on
this whole business of how much the Premicr gels in
Newfoundland. Reep attacking me because I am prepared to
respond to the Leader of the Opposition on that issue any day
of the week, any hour of the day.

AN HON. MEMBER: In-House, out-House

PREMIFER PECKFORD: And if the Teader of the Opposition

wants to try to defend his $65,000 a year, and at the same
time attack the Premier for his $75,000 a yeazr,then we will
see who the people of Newfoundland will go along with, Mr.

Chairman, fast and furious.

MR. DINN: He will not even get 4 voted let

alone win by that much.

PREMIER PECKFORD: We will see. We will see how

much he will win LaPoile by the next time,whether he wiil1
win by forty-one votes again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

PREMIER PECKFORD: The Leader of the Opposition should

take a little lesson from the last election if he wants to
stay in power in LaPoile district- Or does he want to movo
to some other district?

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are dealing
with the Office of Executive Council. We are dealing with

my office, on the Eighth Floor. We are dealing with the

214
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Cabinet Secretariat, we are

dealing with Treasury Board. The Leader of the Oppositicn
(Mr. Neary) says, Treasury Board is gettina larger, or the
staff down there are getting larger, and all the rest

of it. Does the hon. Leader of the Opposition know what
Treasury Board does-besides managing the budget for the
whole year, managing the account, the money, the subheads?
Evgry collective bargaining unit in the Province, every single
one that does business with the government- I do not know
how many collective agreements are outstanding, Twenty-five,
thirty, thirty-five or more?

MR. DINN: There are about eighty.

PREMIER PECKFORD: There are about eighty all told,

the Minister of Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn) tells me,
negotiated by the Treasury Board group, all told, large and

small.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: There are twenty or thirty

fairly large ones. And the Treasury Board secretariat is
not,in my view,given what they have to do at all too large
for this Province and the budget that it has to manage during
the year. The Cabinet sccretariat is the Cabinet committeo
system. We have in this Province - one man does not rule
this Province, two people do not rule this Province, Mr.
Chairman, it is done collectively - we have a Cabinet
committee system, made up not only of the Treasury Board,
which is ministers who sit down and try to manage each

week the amount of money that is being spent by all of the
departments. We have a Resource Policy Committee of Cabinet,
we have a Social Policy Committee of Cabinet, which meets at
least once a week and they have secretaries and individuals
who do research for them as part of the ongoing business of
trying to run a government and introduce new policies and
programmes. Mr. Chairman, T am not decfensive

at all as it relates to the estimates both for my office,
where we are into hundreds and hundreds of letters each week

and into hundreds and hundreds of phone calls trying

to respond to the people of Newfoundland. So I am proud of
the job that the Cabinet secretariat is doing. I am proud
of the job that the Treasury Board secretariat is doing, and
I am proud of what my own staff is doing in the Premier's
office to respond to things that come to it.and we do not
back down on that at all. Intergovernmental Affairs,

the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) says ,does nothing.
They only negotiate every single agreement between ourselves
and any other province or government, only negotiate all the

agreements .

MR. NEARY: These are very few.
PREMIER PECKFORD: That is not our fault, Mr. Chairman,

the people of Newfcundland know that too. We are in the pro-

cess now of negotiations with the federal authorities through

-

Pall+
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. “ray's department on the list

of DREE proposals that have been put forward. So, Mr.
Chairman, I am proud of what these estimates here mean

and the delivery system that we have in this Province

at the executive level, through Executive Council, our
Cabinet secretariat,our Treasury Board and our Intergovern-
mental Affairs. And I think we do a good job when we keep
things fairly well in line and try to ensure that the
pecple that we have in place are the people who can do
the jobs without allowing it to balloon and get tco large.
80 the Cabinet secrerariat deals with the Cabinet and the
Cabinet Committees. Treasury Roard secretariat manages each

week
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PREMIER PECKFORD: the material that comes from

all the departments of government in the carrying out
of the budget that year for all of those subheads in
every one of those departments,and personnel and hiring
new people. And the Treasury Board Secretariat bargains
with all the units in the public service, and, as the
Minister of Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn) said, they
total over eighty, all told. The Intergovernmental Affairs
group are only small but they are the ones who negotiate
all the agreements on behalf of all the departments and
in line with all the departments.

So, Mr. Chairman, there is a lot
ol work goes ahead in those three arcas —in Lthose Four
areas,all told, including the Premier's office itself.
So we are trying to do a job and I think in large measure
we are succeeding in doing that job. I would also agree
with anybody on either side of the House that in all the
departments - this is extremely important too, it is true for the
Opposition or anybody else - that one of the great weakness
or one of the great problems you have in government, as you
do in all large corporations, vou always have the
tendancy to say, 'Tf you had more pcople you can solve
more of the problems'. So it balloons and you get this
great bureaucracy coming up all the time and everybody has
fallen into it, a lot of governments. I think we have
tried, in the last three years, to really hold the line
on new positions and so on and to try to do with what
we have. But that is a tough row to hoe. 2nd in some
cases if you are introducing new programmes then you arc
going to need new people to deliver those programmes. But
you have got to be real careful. One of the great dangers
everybody in government everywhere faces is this business
of just allowing the public service to get completely out

of control and you are not getting the productivity and the
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PREMIER PECKPORD: efficiency that you would otherwise

el . Bt that is a difficult thing to put into practice.
Number one, on me, personally,
Mr. Chairman, if the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary)
wants to continue to attack how I operate he is free to do
it. That is fine and dandy. On the Cabinet Secretariat,
I would defend it to the death as doing a good job for
the amount of money we are spending there in developing
new programmes and servicing the Cabinet Committees.
Treasury Board Secretariat needs very little comment.
It works yoeman's service in putting together the budget,
in operating the budget during the whole year through
the Department of Finance.

Intergovernmental Affairs are
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PREMIER PECKFORD: involved with all departments

in the Federal Government and the other governments of
Canada on a regular basis, and I think it is quite easy

to defend the amount of money they spend in going about
their business. So, as far as that goes, part of my
office that comes under this heading as well are the
advisory councils, the Provincial Advisory Council on

the Status of Women and their allotment of money this

year is $150,000; and the Offshore Petroleum Impact
committees, which are committees from all over the Province
who get together to feed into government and give us
recommendations on impact for offshore oil and gas, if and
when it comes about in the Province. So, Mr. Chairman,

I am pleased to answer any guestions that the Opposition
will have. I believe that these agencies that come under
my comtrol here are agencies which are kept in control as
it relates to ballooning bureaucracies and that they are
delivering a very valuable service on behalf of all the

people of the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN (Aylward): The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman can try all

he likes; Mr. Chairman, to turn around the argument, by
trying to focus attention on the salary of the Leader of
the Opposition. And the hon. gentleman apparently does
not understand the make-up of that salary. Mr. Chairman,
the hon. gentleman says that the Leader of the Opposition
earns $65,000 a year. I am not tring to defend that, I
am not the one that decided that that was the salary for
the Leader of the Opposition that is not the salary for
the Leader of the Opposition by the way.

PREMIER PECKI'ORD: Tt is $29,000.

MR. NEARY: $29,000. Now the hon. gentleman
is getting somewhere. The salary for the Leader of the

Opposition is $29,000.

22w
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PREMIER PECKFORD: And the Premier's is $40,000.

MR. NEARY: Right, right on, okay. And if
you put the two together, the sessional indemnity and
the salary together, the total then -

PREMIER PECKFORD: The total then is $65,000.

MR. NEARY: That is right. So, that is a big
difference, Mr. Chairman. As an elected representative of
this House I am entitled the same as every other member,
to my sessional indemnity.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Squirm, my son!

MR. NEARY: I am not squirming, Mr. Chairman.
I am not the one who decided how much the Premier would
be paid, or how much the Leader of the Opposition would
be paid. I just happened to fall into that, Mr. Chairman.
I am not the one who determined what the amount is.

PREMIER PECKFORD: You are waltzing through those

particular figures.

MR. NEARY: Let us dispose of that rather quickly,
Mr. Chairman. Let us dispose of it rather quickly, and

let us talk about the perks.

MR. YOUNG: You arc qgoing to give half to Len
Stirling, are you?

MR. NEARY: The perks. Well, Mr. Chairman, can
you imagine, I can hardly imagine, that the Leader of the
Opposition, would only receive the same pay as the Minister
of Public Works (Mr. Young).

MR. CALLAN: Boy, they do not listen to you.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, can you imagine, or the

same salary as the Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Morgan).

MR. TOBIN: You are only half a leader, do not
forget.

MR. BAIRD: You only have half an Opposition.
MR. YOUNG: You only got eight people, and four
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MR. NEARY: But anyways, Mr. Chairman, I am
not the one who made the arrangements.

MR. TOBIN: Ask him how he got the job as
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. NEARY: It is all in the public records,

it is in the public accounts. But the things we arc talking
about, Mr. CHairman, are‘the perks, the free house. And

how much else goes with that free house.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, we hear days in

and days out about being poor, the poorest Province in

Canada.

~No
Fed
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MR. S. NEARY: flow must Ontario feel, and how must
British Columbia feel, and how must Manitoba or Alberta feel? They cannot
afford, they do not give their Premier a house, a residence, and

they arc sending their money down here in equalization vayments,

in egualization grants to this Province because we are a have-not
Province. And when they send it down to us, what do we do with it? we
give the Premier a free house, free lights, free telephone, a private
dining room that they cannot afford to give their Premier.

MR. TULK: Scandalous.

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Chairman, there is the shame of
it all. And we do not know how much else we are paying for. We do not
know if we are paying for the groceries or for the tiolet paper. What
clse arce we paying for? And when this "odvguard thing develoned, it
was only supposes to be for a short time.

MR. .TULK: Witch hunt.

MR. NEARY: Now, they have twenty-four hour bodyquard
service who checks the breakfast table in the morning and turns down
the sheets at night, Mr. Chairman, is all that necessary? Is it?

MR. TULK: The Prime Minister was sitting with a
friend at a hockey game and the Premier was sitting with his bodyguard.
MR. MORGAN: The Opposition Leader gets $65,000 a year.
That we know.

MR. NEARY: Is all that necessary, Mr. Chairman?

AN HON. MEMBER:

He is not getting $65,000, is he ?

MR. NEARY: No, and I have my eye on the $75,000 by the way.
I had my eye on the $75,000. That is all you will ever have on it will

be your eye. Mr. Chairman, I will make a statement in the hon. House

right now, that when I occupy that chair,that there will be no Mount

Scio House-
SOME HON MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: -1 can guarantee that there will be no Mount

Scio House, 1 can guarantee you that,

PREMIER PECKFORD: You better be careful now. You are not going to

gqet my job.

22.8
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MR. lIIARY: There will be no King Air for the
hon. gentleman te fly around in. There will be an auction down at
Torbay Airport, and the King Air -

PREMIER PECKFORD: You will not have anything to take the

hospital patients arcund in.

MR. NEARY: - the King Air will be auctioned off. Mount
Scio House will be turned into a home for disabled children. Mount
Scio House will be a home for handicapped children. The private

dining room downstairs, Mr. Chairman, will be put to a useful

purpose,

PEMIER PECKFORD: There will be a lot of entertaipment
expenses Lhon For ol Lhe resterannt s,

MR. NEARY: The beodyguard's will be sent back to

try to solve the
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MR. NEARY: crime rate in this Province,
to try to reduce the crime rate. The security, Mr.
Chairman; the security will all be sent back to do more
useful jobs. The gardner will be the Premier ,will be
me; my hands will go down in the soil, in the dirt. I do
not need anybody to do my gardening for me. The chain
link fence will be hauled down. The electronic gates,
Mr. Chairman, will be sold off. What else

do we have: In the process the taxpayers of this
Province will save enough money, they will save enough,
that they will be able to eliminate the cost of hospital

beds on a ward to sick people in this Province.

MR. YOUNG: You did not ask what kind of toilet paper
we will nse,
thit. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, the hon. gentleman

who has turn the Premier's picture around to kiss it every day

should know that.

Mount Scio house, the total,

the total last year for Mount Scio house -

MR. TULK: Capital expenditure, Capital
expenditure.

MR. NEARY: - capital expenditure in the
Auditor General's Report, $96,000-in the Public Accounts

$96,000. Mr. Chairman, rather than get up and try to

intimidate the Jpposition and try to protect himself

by trying to focus attention on something that I had no

control over, the hon. gentleman would be better off if

he stood in his place and told us what that $96,000 was

spent on.

MR. TOBTH: What do you mean, you had no centrol

over it? Tell us how you got the job.
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MR. NEARY: Should I ask for the protection
of the Chair?

MR. TULK: I would say SO, That is

rough over there.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, they can make light
of it all they want -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: ~they can joke about it all they
want, they can make light of it all they want. The fact of
the matter is, the CBC was 110 per cent correct. The

only thing is they did not go far enough, they did not
reveal all the perks, Mr. Chairman. And so, Mr. Chairman,
I do net mean to belabour the point and I do not mean to
parrot what the CBC said, but we do have the most expensive
Premier in the whole of Canada and he may as well

admit it. He can attack me all he wants, he can attack

the Leader of the Opposition's salary all he wants-

An hon. member; Which Leader? Which Leadoer?

e
i~2
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MR. NEARY: -but it is not going to
excuse the hon. gentleman for trying to leave the impression
on the one hand that he is for the ordinary person and then
on the other hand hr wants to live like an oil sheik.

MR. CHAIRMAN (MCNICHOLAS) : The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER FECKrO . Mr. Chairman, the way this is

supposed to work -~ and it just sghows you the depths to
which we have come - is that the Opposition is supposed
to ask questions about different things. The Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Neary) has not asked any questions,
he has just tried to attack again. You know,if the Leader
of the Opposition - just let me deal with a couple of points
just for the record, not for anything else, Mr. Chairman, for
Fhe record - if the Leader of the Opposition wants to know
anything about the security and what has happened at
Mount Scio house over the last year,I would be only toco
happy to sit down with the Leader of the Opposition if he
requested a meeting. To use the opportunity of the House,
thouqgh,to try to then somehow say T am wasting money on
sccurity in deliberate ignorance because he has not asked
to see me to go over what the story is on security, and he
knows that I am only too willing to tell him about it, then
that is not playing according to the rules, Mr. Chairman.

I could, because the Leader of
the Opposition and the Opposition want to pretend so that
it can get out to the media again that somehow I am wasting
money on security, if the Leader of the Opposition would like
to have a full account of what has happened on security over
the last while, I will be only toco happy to provide it.

And he will see +the only problem -

MR. NEARY: Any time.
PREMIER PECKFORD: You can say any time all you like

now. Mr. Chairman, the Leader of the Opposition can say,
'Any time' as long as he likes now. The Leader of the
Opposition and the members of the Opposition -

MR. TULK: All right, do not do it.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: No, I am not gecing to do it because

vou know it is not supposed to be for public consumption.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) can worm

all he likes. A1l T am saying, Mr. Chairman, is simply this,
if the Leader of the Opposition had any decency about him at all
and he wants to accuse me of being expensive and one of the
components he wants to include in that allegation of

affluence is security, I would ask the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Neary) to at least have the human decency and courtesy

to ask me outside of this Nlouse so that I could provide

him with that infermation.
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PREMIER PECKFORD: Then he would not be able to come

into this House and attack me as being expensive on the
grounds of security.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: But no e would deliberately follow
the track of ignorance so that he can ask the question and
make the innnuendos saying, 'Sure,I do not know the differ-
ence,Mr. Chairman. No, I do not know the difference'. But

if the Leader of the Opposition(Mr. Neary) wants tc be fair,

decent -
AN HON. MEMBER: Impossible.
PREMITR PECKIFORD 1 = man lashion, Mr. Chatiman, if he wants

to be decent, if he wants to consider himself a full member
of the human race, let the Leader of the Opposition come and
ask me,and I told the former leader the same thing,just come
and ask me what the story is on security. Ask me why the
chain link fence was put up around Mount Scio house, what
incidents lead to that fence having to be put up? What in-
cidents occured to my family to make that a necessity?

AN HON. MEMBER: What about his own house?

PREMIER PECKFORD: I will ask the Leader of the Opposition

to ponder that. That is the only reason why I was there and

I objected to it strenuously.

So, if the Leader of the Opposition
wants to talk about that, let him put his money where his
mouth is and come and I will give him a full run down on

the security -

MR. DINN: _ He do not want to know.
PREMIER PECKFORD: - and what my personal position is on
it, that is number one. So let us take that component out

of there. As far as gardeners and all the rest of it, I

have none. There are none. There are none at all. And then

nNe
[}



June 7, 1982 Tape No. 1039 RA -2

PREMIER PECKFOQORD: the Leader of the Opposition,

when we alleged his$65,000 a year,what is his lame excuse?
'I had no control over it:he says, 'Mr. Chairman, I have
no - '. Well, give it over, Pass over the $65,000 a year

then if you are now a leader. Give some of it back.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: Is he guilty? Mr. Chairman, is the

Leader of the Opposition guilty? 'I have no control over it'
Well, he has got control over it, He is the leader now, he
is making a total,as member and Leader of the Opposition,of
$65,000 a year. If the Leader of the Opposition never had
any control over it, he has now, stand up in his place and
say, 'I do receive that total amount of $65,000 . I now
have control over it because I am the leader and therefore
I am going to give some of this back to the taxpayers of

Newfoundland to build his handicapped camp”.

AN HON. MEMBER: Fat chance. Fat chance.
MR. DINN: Not a chance.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Pass back some of it for his handi-

capped camp now.
MR. NEARY: You have had your share.

PREMIER PECKFORD: No, because -

MR. NEARY: You earned yours.
PREMIER PECKFORD: — I earned mine, Mr. Chairman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: That is what I do,Mr. Chairman.

Not monkey see, monkey do, Mr. Chairman. Let him get up
and defend his the same way as I am getting up and defend-
ing mine. I will say that I earned mine. I will not say
T got no control over it, Mr. Chairman, I have got control

over it and I could give back some of it if I wanted to,

]
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PREMIER PECKFORD: but I earn it. And I am saying it

straight out.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: And if the Leader of the Opposition

carns his let him stand up and say it, But do not be a

weasel, Mr. Chairman, Do not weasel

~o
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PREMIER PECKFORE:

around it and say I have got no control over it. What a
sneaky way to do business. ©No, Mr. Chairman, that is not

the way to go about doing business in Newfoundland. The

same way now that they had during the election. Now, if

the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) has any questions

on how Intergovernmental Affairs operates, I will answer

it. If the Leader of the Opposition has any gquestions about
how the Cabinet Secretariat operates,I will answer his
questions. If the Leader of the Oppecsition wants to know

how we operate the Premier's Office- how much work they do?
How many hours they spend? How many letters we get? low many
telephone calls we answer? What we do?-I will answer nis
questions. If he wants to know anything about the Treasury Board
Secretariat T will answer his questions. I am available.
Let us get on with it and let us ask some questions about how
this government functions.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, there was a question
put to the hon. gentleman, but before I repeat the question,
let me say this, that the hon. gentleman sitting over therc
with forty-four seats-

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: — given a mandate by the people

of this Province, a large mandate, and ™Mr. Chairman, the

hon. gentleman has it within his power, he has the authority if he wants
to change anything in this House, inciudihé the fules. They

do not even need a two-thirds majority. They have a two-

thirds majority to change the rules. And anytime that the

hon. gentleman does not like the salary of the Opposition

Leader or members of the Opposition-

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

re
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e, a desk like Don

t. I can wait, Mr.

Chairman. 1 can wait. Mr. Chairman, I have asked for

nothing.

AN HON. MEMBER: An absolute lie!

MR. NEARY: Nothing. I have asked for nothing

and T do not expect to get anything from this crowd.
MR. YOUNG: Point of order
MR. CHATRMAN (Dr. McNicholas) :

The hon. the Minister of Public
Works.

MR. YOUNG The hon. Leader is misleading

the House. I can produce letters, Mr. Chairman, that the

hon. Leader of the Opposition asked for paint, carpet, desks,

chesterfields, furniture and everything in his office.

SOMI IION. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR. YOUNG: I withdraw it, but he is not telling a lie.
MR. NEARY: Is that a point of order, Mr.
Chairman?

MR. CHAIRMAWN: Order, pleasel! To that point of

order,there is a difference of opinion between two hon.

gentlemen.

MR. NEARY: Thank you ,Mr. Chairman. We are

really getting down in the gutter now.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order,please!
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the

Opposition Office,and I have the letters to prove ity

MR. MORGAN: Boy, it is shocking.
MR. NEARY: - on behalf of the Opposition

Office I asked,because I had to sign the letter.to have -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: No , hold on now. Wait now - to have

certain rencovations made -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!
MR. WEARY: Hold,cn now!

MR. CHAIRMAN (McNichélas): Order, please!

MR. TULK: You did not ask for anything for
your house, «id you?

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I did not ask anybody
to buy my groceries or pay for the toilet paper or pay for

the lights or telephone in my house.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR, NEARY: Or to feed me down in a private

dining room.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ch, oh.

MR. CHAIRMAN: . Order, please!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, what I asked for -
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Ch, oh!

MR. CHAIRMAN : Order, please!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, they are really

hurting on this one. They are reallv smarting on this one.

MR. TOBIN: Trying to get off the hook.
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman is not getting

off the hook. He can get all the cat calls he wants and he
can shout and wave his arms all he wants, and he can get as
wild-eyed and as wooly as he wants. He is not going to intimidate

us. We are just going to keen on ploughing ahead -

MR. MORGAN;: Did wou ask foar a novr+ezhlae
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MR. NEARY: We are just going to

plough ahcad, Mr. Chairman, and do our job.

MR. MORGAN: Did you ask for a portable bar?
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman should go

out and look after the Income Tax Department. I recommend

the Income Tax Department to the hon. gentleman.

MR .MORGAN : Portable bar.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman,

AN HON. MEMBER: Portable bars.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, I do not know how

long. Maybe Your Honour should rise the House until they
[

restore a little order over there, Mr. Chairman.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, we asked to have

the Opposition officés painted.

MR. MORGAN: He wants a desk like Don's.

MR. CHAIRMAN (McNicholas): Order, please!

MR. NEARY: You know, Mr. Chairman, I was

out for the weekend and I was speaking to a group of people,
|

Tories and Liberals,by the way,and I gave them about six
!

examples of how this'administration since it has got its

mandate is misusing $nd abusing its authority, ang how
|

arrogant they have become, Mr. Chairman.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: And, Mr. Chairman, here is another

I
example today of the abuse of power -
MR. TULK: That is right.

MR. NEARY: - and the arrogance of this

administration, Mr. Chairman.

MR. MORGAN: Imagine what we would do if he had
power.
MR. NEARY: As an Opposition, Mr. Chairman,

w asked Lo have our offices painted. Anybody can go down

and inspect the walls of the offices down there after the
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MR. NEARY: government members were finished
with them. They are in pretty bad shape and I think in the
best interests-

MR. TULK: They are like a bunch of teenagers.

MR. NEARY: - of the taxpayers of this Province
I think there should be -

MR. MORGAN: i~ wants a desk like

Don Jameson had.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, if I were the

hon. gentleman I would look after the Income Tax Department.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
MR. MORGAN: 1 am as good as bDon

was. Give me a big desk like Don had. New carpet.

MR. NEARY: I hope the hon. gentleman got

the same thing in the mail that I got last week.

MR. TULK: What was that? You got something
in the mail?

MR. NEARY: Yes, I certainly did get something

interesting in the mail that the hon. Premier got T understand.

SOME HON MEMBERS: Oh, oh !

MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman,

AN HON. MEMBER: Little innuendos.

MR.NEARY : No,it is not an innuendo.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh !

MR, HEARY: Mr. Chairman, I am not going to

be intimidated by hon. members.
MR. MORGAN: You got that little penalty fine

for income tax.

22 1!
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MR. NEARY: Because, Mr. -

PREMIER PECKFORD: Somebody sent me last week.

MR. NEARY: I got the same thing.

MR. PECKFORD: And it was not the member for Bonavista.
MR. NEARY: I see. When these things are not

signed, I disgard them.

AN TION. MEMBER: Then why did you mention it?
MR. NEARY: I just wanted to find out if

the hon. gentleman received it.

AN HON. MEMBER: The dirt, boy.

MR. NIEARY: Mr. Chairman, il [ wanted to dig
up dirt there would be a little more dirt than that.

| Mr. Chairman, the fact of the matter
is that we are on a véry serious matter here and the hon.
gentleman can try to %ntimidate us all he wants. They can
try to cover up for b%inq the most expensive Premier in the
whole of Canada. Thej can try all they want, Mr. Chairman,
but the fact of the matter is that we are going to stay on
fhis until we.get some satisfactory answers from the hon.
gentleman.

Now, let me repeat the question
that I asked the hon. gentleman. There was $96,000 spent
last year in capital Qn Mount Scio house, $96,000, Could
the hon. gentleman giJe us a breakdown of that? WNow that
is a fair question. it is taxpayer money and the taxpayers
have a right to an anéwer. What was that $96,000 spent
on?

MR. CHAIRMAN (DR. MCNICHOLAS) : The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD: You know, Mr. Chairman, I am not

against asking questio@s but I said to the hon. Leader
of the Oppostion (Mr. Neary) I want him to ask questions
on the full Premier's office, I want him to ask questions

on the Cabinet Secretariat. I think the majority of that

222l
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PREMIER PECKFORD: money - I think I can answer it

off the top of my head - was for the chain link fence which
the security people and the CID people wished to put there
for some obvious reasons which I told the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Neary) I am willing to release to him
privately because I do not want it to become public
knowledge. There were a number of things that occurred,
which I have indicated to the Leader of the Opposition I am
prepared to tell him about,which led to that activity. I
was personally against building that fence right up to the
last minute when T was convinced from what instances occurred
up around that area and in that house that made it necessary.
There were doors that had to have new locks. And the windows
in the basement of the House,you could use a penknife to get
in. I will go into who got in or who did not get in with

the Leader of the Opposition if he wants me to and I will
tell him the full story. So the locks on the windows had

to be changed. The locks on the doors, you could put a
penknife in. T will tell him the full story. So the locks
on the windows had to be changed. The locks on the doors,
you could put a penknife in and walk on in. Then there

were a number of other instances around which dictated that
some kind of deterrent measure be established. T think that
is where most of the cost comes in over this year. But

I can give the hon. gentleman more background information

on it. It was done through public tender and all the rest

of it.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
PREMIER PECKFORD: It is really strange how the

Leader of the Opposition can, like the old fellow said,

squirm around the issue. The long and short ol it is that
everything that I do or this government does is public knowledge,
it is open and free. If the Leader of the Opposition wants

to keep alleging that I am the most expensive Premier in Canada

go right ahead and do it,
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

It makes no difference to me in the world. I know the
difference of it and the majority of Newfoundlanders know
the difference of iﬁ.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD: ° ' ' The long and short of it is

the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary) cannot get up and
say he is making $65,000 a year and he got no control over
it, and he cannot get up and write letters to the Minister
of Public Works (Mr. Young) and then say he was forced to
do so by his colleagues.

|
SOME HON. MEMBERS: ' Oh, oh!

PREMIER PECKFORD: That does not wash. What is

sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Oh, oh!

PREMIER PECKFORD: I do not want to stay on that

issue. You know, I do not want to stay on that issue. I want
to deal with the Capinet Secretariat. I want to deal with
Intergovernmental Agfairs, I want to deal with Treasury Board
Secretariat, and all that money that we are spending on trying

to operate the government, if the Leader of the Opposition

wants to. If he does not that is fine with me.

MR. NEARY: ‘ Mr. Chairman -
MR. CHAIRMAN (McNicholas) : The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Chairman, first of all 1let

me straighten out that having no -
MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Chairman, I move that the
Committee rise.
MR. CHAIRMAN: It is moved and seconded that the
Committee rise, report progress and ask leave to sit again.

‘ On motion that the Committee rise,

report progess and ask leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker returned

to the Chair.

N
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MR. CHAIRMAN (McNicholas) : Mr. Speaker, the

Committee of Supply have considered the matters to it
referred and has made some progress and asked leave to

sit again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please!
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

The Chairman of the Committee of
Supply reports that they have considered the matters to them
referred and report having made progress and ask leave to
sit again.

On motion report received and

adopted, Committee ordered to sit again on tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. President of the Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, if I may just before

I move the adjournment of House, announce the two committee

meetings tomorrow of the Estimate Committee.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: (Inaudible) .
MR. MARSHALL: Tomorrow the Resource Committee '

at 9:30 in the Colonial Building with the Department of
Fisheries,and the Social Services 9:30 here in the House
of Assembly, the Department of Culture,Recreation and Vouth.

And as I said in the debate , Mr. Speaker, four of the

Opposition can, if they want to, appear here and the other four can
appear at the other committee.

Mr. Speaker, I move -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. MARSHALL: Four and four makes eight.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER: Four and four are eight.
PREMIER PECKFORD: (Inaudible) .

MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I move that the

House at its rising adjourned until tomorrow Tuesay, at

[N
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MR. MARSHALL: 3:00 P.M. and that this House do now
adijourn.
On motion that this House do

adjourn until tomorrow Tuesday, June 8, 1982.

nNe
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Answer to Question No. 43 by the llonourable the Member
for Torngat Mountains to the Ilonourable the Minister of Social
Services - Order Paper No. 3, dated May 13th, 1982.

The cost of renovations to Minister's offices
in the fiscal years 1979, 1980 and 1981:

No rcnovations to Minister's offices.





