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The House met at 3:00 P.M.
Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please!

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.
PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, some time

ago I made a statement to the media to the effect that I
hoped to see an upturn or an improvement in the performance
of some of our resource based industries.

The Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Neary) questioned my statement here in the House and
wanted to know on what basis I could make such a statement
or where I got the information.

Mr. Speaker, in pursuance
of the statement I made last week, I am now pleased to
inform the House that I have received some good news with
respect to the operation of Wabush Mines.

Wabush Mines has forecast
a proauction of 3.5 million tone of ore for 1983. That level
of production would have necessitated a shut down of ten
and a half weeks. I am pleased to say that the Company now
expects to produce 4.1 million tons of ore. This increase
in production now means that instead of being shut down
for ten and a half weeks the Company will have a shut down
of six and a half weeks, giving four more weeks work to_the

employees of Wabush Mines Limited.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The ﬁon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the Premier

is wrong as usual. What I guestioned the Premier on vesterday
in this House was the fishery, not the mining industry, because
the Provincial Government have some control over the fishing
industry but they have no control over the mining industry.
The decisions are made in Board rooms outside of this
Province and it depends on the steel industry both in the
United States and on the Mainland of Canada. Because their
is an upturn in the steel industry, Mr. Speaker, the hon.
gentleman can try to take credit for it if he wants to,

but it was the fishing industry that I questioned the

hon. gentleman on yesterday. We are glad to hear that there
will be less downtime,but the Premier did not make it clear
whether or not the workers who were laid off in the Wabush
Mines will be re-employed. Perhaps the hon. gentleman,when
he gets an opportunity at another time in the House, caﬁ

tell us whether or not any of the workers who have been laid

off at the Wabush Mining Company will be hired back on.

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of
Finance.

DR. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, without doubt,

all hon. members are pleased that agreement has been reached
between the Federation of School Boards, Treasury Board on
behalf of Government and the Newfoundland Teachers' Association
regarding a new collective bargaining agreement for the

period September 1, 1982 to August 31, 1984. The dispute over
the agreement was settled utilizing the mediaEion services in
the department of my hon. colleague, the Minister of Labour

and Manpower (Mr. Dinn), subsequent to the
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DR. COLLINS: strike action initiated by the
NTA Executive Committee on April 12th, and full teaching and
other contractual obligations were resumed this morning

by all teachers in the school system, except where unavoidable
practical difficulties interferred.

I would like publicly to
commend all those officials in the public service who worked
so diligently and so patiently in order to bring about
this very satisfactory result. I would also like to salute
Reverend Leonard Whitten,President of the Federation of
School Boards, for the steadfast co-operation with government
shown by the federation throughout this trying period.

Because of the wide-spread
public interest in the dispute, I-have attached to this
statement, which I intend to table, details of the major
items finally agreed upon. Let me now make a more general
comment on government's view of the settlement.

Government entered upon new
discussions last August with several main objectives in
mind. Firstly, this government believes in the collective
bargaining system, in the process of compromise, and we
were determined to ensure that the rights of unions in
the public sector, including the NTA , were upheld during
the negotiating process. Hon. members are aware that
government was under intense pressure to forgo the
collective bargaining process during the latter stages of
the dispute and use the power of'ﬂﬁ; hon. House to
terminate it by legislating teachers back to work.
Fortunately, it was not necessary to follow that course,
and government achieved its objective of safeguarding the
collective bargaining method of settling employer/employee
disputes in the public service which is a victory for all

concerned.
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DR. COLLINS: Secondly, government set out to
negotiate acceptance of our wage restraint policy in all its
aspects. Although it had already been accepted by some
10,000 public servants, this 1is one of the most contentious
items with the NTA, which finally gave full acceptance just
a week or so ago.

Thirdly, government made it
clear at the outset that we wanted changes in the payment
mechanism for substitute teachers, which was at considerable
variance with arrangements in all other provinces and which
was unduly generous regarding the work required. Government
put forth, at various times, several definitive proposals
for change, all of which were met with flat rejection by
the NTA. The final settlement of the dispute will see the
substitute teacher payment method referred to a special
task force for study and recommendation, and this fully
meets government's basic objective of seeing some definite
move made to remedy a clearly unreasonable situation.

Fourthly, in close co-operation
with the federation, government wished to ensure that
contract changes did not result in interference with the
obligations placed on school boards to manage the system
with effectiveness and efficiency, nor make the operation
of the school system more costly than our resources could
handle., The NTA proposed far-reaching changes of this
nature, having potential undesirable implications of large

measure. Government
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DR. COLLINS: is pleased that it was finally

agreed to refer this whole matter also to the special Task

Force for indepth study,and its recommendations will be

reviewed before any proposals for significant changes in

the overall management of the school system will again be

entertained. In the meantime, some smaller adjustments were

agreed, such as ensuring an uninterrupted lunch period for

all teachers, with prolongation of school hours in order

to accommodate this, if necessary. I would emphasize that

the vast majority of teachers have always had an uninterrupted

lunch period made available to them by individual school’ beards.

In summary, therefore, the settlement

of the dispute with the NTA has resulted in government andthe

schol boards achieving their objectives in a fully satisfactory

degree, and I understand the NTA has expressed similar satisfaction.
© It is government's hope, therefore,

that, in the spirit of the settlement, teachers and their school

boards can now co-operate fully during the term of the agreement

with the objective of providing the best possible educational

process for the pupils in the schools of this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, all of us welcome

the fact that the educational system now is in full gear, that
the students are back in their schools, that the teachers are
back in their schools, and that is the thing that should make
us all happy. As for the rest of the statement by the minister,
in trying to suggest that they were responsible for saving the
method of collective bargaining in this Province, I will have

a little more to say on that as I move along. But first of all T

think we should all be very proud of the work done by the
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MR. LUSH: Deputy Minister of Labour,

Mr. Blanchard -

SOME EON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. LUSH: - who did a commendable job

right throughout, and maybe this is the -

MR. TULK: When he was allowed to.
MR. LUSH: - maybe this is the gentleman

thehoffshore, .because he certainly proved himself to be
an excelleﬁt negotiator, Mr. Speaker. Sc that is the ome
man who should be praised.

Of course,we should also praise
the NTA, Mr. Speaker, for having the stamina
and the tenacity of standing up to the arrogant
methods.of negotiating by this go&ernment. It was they who
savedithe collective bargaining process when the government,
Mr. Speaker, brought back to the bargaining table an item that

was previously agreed to,
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MR.LUSH: namely the substitute teachers'
pay issue. As I said in this hon. House previocusly, this
was:one item on which they had to change their stand.They
had to change their stand, Mr. Speaker, because the NTA
could not accept the sweetening of the pot on this item.It
was a matter of contract stripping and any sweetening of the
pot would not have satisfied the NTA. I am disappointed
that the government tried to play around with this item
of contract stripping and the only way to settle the dispute
was to remove it from the table completely and that is
what they had to do. That is what they had to do, Mr.
Speaker, remove it from the table completely, although they had
" tried to get it back on , they tried to carry through with
this contract stripping. But, Mr. Speaker, thanks to the NTA,
thanks to their stamina, thanks to their tenacity, they
hung in there and certainly won a great battle for unions,
not only in Newfoundland but right throughout Canada. So,
Mr.Speaker, it was a great victory for the NTA in this respect.
5a, Mr. Speaker, we are glad that the students are back
in schools, the 150,000 students that the government chose
to lockout to deny them of their education, they are now back.
So, Mr. Speaker, we are happy for that, and let the credit

go to where it belongs,to the NTA and to Mr. Blanchard.

SOME HON.MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Minister of Education.
SOME 'HON .MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MS.VERGE: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure

all hon. members of the House of Assembly that I and all
the members of government are very relieved and happy

that schools across the Province are open again. It is

my opinion,based on advice from my officials,that through
a combination of good judgements by teachers and hard work

by students,most of the losses to students resulting from
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MS.VERGE: the three week teachers'
strike can be recouped. The school year spans 190 days
and is scheduled to end on June 17. There will be no
change in the school closing date. However,the school yvear
has a built-in cushion to allow for some lost time. All
senior high school courses are designed for either 55 or
110 instructional hours,depending on the number of credits
assigned to each course. The normal school year provides
€2 and 124 instructional hours,respectively, for one credit
and two credit courses. The three week closure of schools
reduced available infclass teaching time by 6 hours in

one credit courses
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MS VERGE: and twelve hours in two credit
courses. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, with minor adjustments
to instructional programmes and examination schedules,
there will be adequate time in the balance of the school
year to complete course requirements.

Several school boards have
indicated their intention to eliminate or reduce the amount
of time, usually two weeks, spent on internal final exam-
inations. Students can be assigned final grades based on
class tests, teacher assessments and accumulative results
of various evaluations completed during the year.

For its part, government is
considering the possibility of scheduling the public
examinations for Level 3000 high school courses during the
two week peFiod following the end of the school year.

These initiatives could allow schools to regain up to two
weeks of teaching time lost as a result of the strike.

Mr. Speaker, most Level II or
Grade XI students are now taking two Level 3000 courses and
will, consequently, have to write two public examinations.

If it is decided to schedule the examinations after the
closing of the school year, there will be no need to adjust
the content of public examination courses.

For grades and subjects not
involved in the public examinations, minor adjustments may
be necessary. Decisions regarding these adjustments will
be made at the local level where the full situation is known.
Schools will give special attention to sequential subjects
such as mathematics to ensure that the topics needed for
continued success at the next grade level are taught. 1In
non-sequential subjects, teachers will be advised to focus
on the development of specific skills which are unique to

the particular objectives of the course. Other materials
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MS VERGE: may be assigned to students for
private study.

Mr. Speaker, it has to be
acknowledged that some students in the Avalon North
Integrated School district have lost more time than their

counterparts elsewhere in the Province.
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MS. VERGE: Some schools in the Avalon North
district were closed for five weeks due to the support
workers' strike before Easter and students in those schools
have now missed eight weeks school because of strikes.
Measures taken to help students make up for lost time will
be critically important in the Avalon North district. Any
special measures for Avalon North will have to be initiated
by the teachers and administrators in that district. The
Department of Education will try to assist the Avalon North
School Board in every way possible.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, let me
say I am confident that teachers, school boards and the
Department of Education will co-operate to ensure that
the time lost because of labour/management conflicts will
not impede the normal progress of students from this year

to the next school year,

S0OME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the member for Terra Nova.
MR. LUSH: Mr. Speaker, I would suggest

that the minister remove her hand from the dog's mouth

gently. She is into an area now, I would suggest,that is
certainly out of her depth when we talk about such professional
matters as to how the professional people out there, the
teachers, are going to try and make up for lost time. I would
say that the teachers are the best ones to analyse this
situation, they are the ones Who know how to make up for

lost time,if it can be made up for at all, and I certainly
would not want to be a party to adding further insults to

the teaching profession of Newfoundland. These are internal

matters, these are professional matters, Mr. Speaker, and I

“am.certainlv willing to leave it in their hands. They are
/ :
the ones who know what they have to do}they do not need any
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MR, LUSH: suggestions from the minister,
They are the ones whé are“- into internal evaluation, they
are the professionals, ﬁhéy are the ones who know how to
do it.so what the minister said, Mr. Speaker, I think was
far beyond her responsibility and I will leave it to the
professionals to take care of.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please!

At this time I would like to
welcome to the Speaker's gallery the hon. Ken Strégtch, MLA,
who is the Minister of Fisheries for the Province 6f
Nova Scotia, Mr. Mel Pickings,MLA,Lunenburg West,Nova

Scotia,and Mr. John Benjamin,who is the assistant to the

minister.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the delivery of

health care programmes in this Province seem to be falling
apart. Every day now we are hearing announcements from
various hospitals throughout the Province that they are
closing down so many beds, they are closing down this

unit or that unit and that they are going to la§-off staff.

Now, d
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MR. NEARY:

Mr. Speaker, I do not know really how to get at this because
there are so many hospitals involved. I will start

with a question to the Minister of Health (Mr.

House) on the Health Science Complex. and we will take them
one at a time. Could the hon. gentleman tell this House

how many beds are currently closed at the Health Science
Complex? How many staff will be laid off at the Health
Science Complex? Whatunits will be closed for the Summer?
What affect this is going to haﬁé on sick people in

this Province, particuiérlyron peoplevﬁho are on the waiting
list waiting to be admitted to hospital? Could the hon.
gentleman give us a sort of a brief idea of what is happening
at the Health Science Complex and what we can expect during
the Summer months when they cutbackon the staff and close

beds and units and so forth?

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Minister of Health.

MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, some time ago,
when we announced the royal commission on the delivery of
health care, we announced also that hospitals are having to
cut back on what their requests were and that we were putting
into place a monitoring committee composed of the medical
profession, the Department of Health and the Hospital Association
to monitor these presumed cutbacks. We did, as is well
known, through the budget process give a 12 per cent increase
in hospital operating costs,and we asked the hospital then
to come to us and to the monitoring committee with their
plans for accommodating our request and plans for accommodating
health care delivery within the budget that they had,

At this point in time, I have
had some verbal contact with the Health Science Complex, but
that particular organization has not yet related to us what

their cutbacks will be, what their »Hrogramme is going to be
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MR. HOUSE: to accommodate,as I said,

the money they have. One of the things most hospitals are

doing - I am only responding now to the hon. member's

request about the Health Sciences Complex - mostly what they are doing
is something that ﬂas been happening every year, because they

could not get staff,is to have a slowdown during the Summer,

So I have not got the full information from the Health Science

Complex as yet, and it is difficult for me
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MR. HOUSE:

to answer since I do not have it but as soon as I get it

I will relay the information to the House. I have it on
several other hospitals but not on this one yet because,
first of all,they are making an assessment, Mr. Speaker, and
then they will be coming to us and we will be assessing

it and replying to them.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Before I recognize the hon. the

Leader of the Opposition, I would like to welcome

to the galleries today a delegation from the town council

of Musgravetown, Mayor Charles Butt and councillor Ewart Hall.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, obviously the
impact of these cutbacks at the Health Sciences Complex are
going to be devastating on sick people. Can the hon.
gentleman stand by the statement that he made - I am not
sure if he made it inside the House or outside the House -
a couple of weeks ago, that nobody will die as a result of
these cutbacks at hospitals?

MR. MARSHALL: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: On a point of order, the hon.
the President of the Council.

MR. MARSHALL: The hon. gentleman is obviously

making a speech and making his usual unfounded statements

in the process of the Question Period. A supplementary
guestion is in oxder, noﬁ-a speech.

MR. NEARY: How nasty!

It was only a littlelpreamble.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, pléase! As I have stated several times

in the House, and it is written in Beauchesne,
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MR. SPEAKER (Russell): a supplementary question does

not need any preamble whatsoever.

MR. NEARY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was
just asking the hon. gentleman if he still stands by that
statement or now, in view of the whole thing developing
into a shambles in the delivery of health care, would the
hon, gentleman care to retract?

Now, can the hon. gentleman tell
us how many beds are currently closed at the Health Sciences
Complex? And while he is on his feet, perhaps he could
also inform us if there have been any resignations from
the medical schoodl over at the university and the Health
Sciences Complex? Have they had any resignations from
doctors? Because of the wav that the health
care programme is deteriorating and collapsing, have there
been any resignations as a result of the cutbacks at the
Health Sciences Complex?

MR. SPEAKER: o The hon. the Minister of Health.
MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, the first part of
the guestion on which the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
was called to order, 'Do I still stand by the statement?'

I wrote a letter responding to an article that was put

into a particular newspaper that is very friendly to the
cuts that I have made and they had more or less stated that
people are going to die as a result of the actions taken

by govermment.
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MR. HOUSE: The response that I made, and

I certainly stand by it, is that because of the nature of the

kind of cuts that we are anticipating that there will be no
emergency or emergent problems neglected and any kind of invasive
cancer or anything like that will be taken care of as an emergency or
an emergent problem. Now I did not guarantee anybody that they would

not die. As a matter of fact I started going around the city

and people were coming up and thanking me for the fact
that I was going to assure their longevity. The fact of

the matter is it is as a result of the actions taken.

Mr. Speaker, there will be delays on certain things.

fherewill be delays on optional surgery, which has always been
put off, as a matter of fact, throughout the years.

Certainly we are going to try to do our best. That is

why we put in place the monitoring committee also, to

discuss with professionals the programmes that hospitals

are putting in place. So .far we have accepted a

lot of what the hospitals are doing; others we have sent

back for reviews.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the close-
downs: As I said, I have no definite number from the
HealthSciences Complex. Now with regard to people resigning
from the medical school, this is always happening. There |
were one or two who resigned and these resignations will
be taking place now. This took place long before there was any
budgetary considerations. These were people who come here
for a period of time and they are going back to
some other field of endeavour. As a matter of
fact, Mr. Speaker, there is no cutback basically in the
School of Medicine because they were running a pretty tight
ship and they are running just exactly like they were
ran years before us. So you are not getting resignations
as a result of that. I did have a couple of medical people
call me and say . because of certain peculiarities they were

very upset, but I
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MR, HOUSE:
will defend it. wWhat they were upset about, because

to be not cutting back on their services that give,

NM -1

can certainly defend that and I

it happened

but more or less perhaps it would be a little more inconvenient

for the particular surgeon.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell):

MR. NEARY:

The hon. Ieader of the Opposition.

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

The hon. gentleman mentioned the

School of Medicine,that he did not anticipate any cutbacks,

Well,what about the School of Nursing?

Would the hon.

gentleman

also tell us over at the Health Sciences Complex if his monitoring

committee or if the hon. gentleman himself has had

opportunity to take a look at the waiting llsts for
who are waiting to get in for surgery at the Health
Complex,

the House as to how big these waiting lists are.

an
people

Sciences

If he has,could the hon. gentleman enlighten

and what

can be done?
MR. TULK:

MR. NEARY:

as a result of
concerning the
the House?

MR. SPEAKER:
MR. HOUSE:
We

lists. get

has them and T
hospitals have
overlapping to

talk to. As a

. Are they increasing or what?
Are they increasing or decreasing
the cutbacks or just what is the situation

waiting lists,could the hon. gentleman tell

The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Speaker, we have waiting
them ubPdated from year to Year. Each hospital
would suggest that in a number of cases some
the same people on the waiting llsts, they are
a degree, and it depends on the hospital you

matter of fact it was only about four years

ago that I talked to one hHospital that had 3F; 700 on the Waltlng

list, and I talked to that same hospital now and there are

900.

waiting lists is the fact that in a lot of cases people do

What is peculiar about these

359
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MR. HOUSE: not turn up when you call them,
and when you have a waiting list like this it is optional.

One of the problems we have, Mr. Speaker, one of the great
problems we have with waiting lists is with . back problems,
neurosurgery I suppose, back problems. We only have two
surgeons in the Province and there is a fairly good backlog

there, because we have difficulty in getting a third surgeon. In that
paticular one there is a fairly large waiting list. But
the is no cutback in that particular operating room time,
the two surgeons are fully employed there, and the number of
beds are there available. As a matter of fact,in that
particular case we opened up twenty-two beds last year of
which we gqguaranteed eight to the Workers' Compensation. That
is the major waiting 1list that we have. And a lot of times
the waiting list is dependent on other things other than
space available. It is dependent on, of course,the availability
of surgeons to do the job also.

So, Mr. Speaker, what I am
saying is in the major pfoblém areéé such aé neurosurgery and cardisvascﬁlar,
these aré going at full tilt and it will continue to do so.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. Leader of the
Oppoéition.
MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, it would be

a very worthwhile exercise indeed if the hon. gentleman

were to produce the numbers, the statistics on the waiting
list at the Health Sciences Complex. Would the hon.
gentleman care to undertake to get that information for the
House, the various categories, the numbers, the statistics,
concerning waiting lists at the Health Sciences Complex?
Now, Mr. Speaker, I will just move a little way down the
road here and talk about the Janeway because I believe

it was only in the last twenty-four hours that announceménts
were made about drastic cuts at the Janeway this coming
Summer and the weeks and months ahead. Could the hon.gentleman
give us a run-down on what is happening at the Janeway
Hospital, the children's hospital? And could he also tell
us if it is possible to take some of the money that was
saved on the teachers' dispute and use it to keep the
Janeway Hospital and the other hospitals operating at full

capacity for the remainder of this year?

MR.SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of
Health.

MR.HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I do not have
the details before me on the Janeway but their board has ‘
met and made decisions and what they are énsuring me,pretty
well,is the fact that there is going to be very little slow-
down. But what I want to point out, Mr. Speaker, is that
all of these hospitals in past yvears have had a severe slow-
down in the Summer. Basically the slowdown has coincided
with the times people take of for vacation. Most people
working in these hospitals like to take the months between
June and September for vacation,and most of the hospitals
are éépitaiiéing on £hat because it is also

the time when surgeons take their vacation and it is also
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MR. HOUSE: the time when the other
categories of workers take their vacations. 8o the major
thing in the Janeway, I gather, is going to be a slowdown
during the Summer, which is quite normal, but we are
assured that all of the emergencies and, of course,

the invasive problems and emergent problems will be
looked after. They are going to handle it quite
adequately. As a matter of fact, because we have

given this year to do the total programme, they are

able to plan the Summer slowdown and live within the
budget. So I am getting from the Janeway that they

are going to be able to handle the situation and

maintain top quality care.

MR. NEARY: A supplementary.
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MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon.

Leader of the Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon.
gentleman is more optimistic than most people because the
situation at the Janeway seems to be abnormal, it is not just
a normal slowaown for thé Summer vacation. I think I heard the
administrator this morning making a_statement that therg

would not be any Summer relief hired and there are

various and sundry other cutbacks.

AN HON. MEMBER: Did you say normal?
MR. NEARY: Abnormal, not normal, Mr.
Speaker. ' »The hon. gentleman does not have

Qery much information on the Janeway; the

monitoring c¢committee obviously is not communicating the
information to the hon. gentleman. We should have & full,
updated statement in this House on what is happening in
the delivery of health care services.

What about St. Clare's
Hospital, Mr. Speaker? There seems to be drastic measures
taken at St. Clare's to try to cut back becauéevof the -

$30 million shortfall in the hospital care programmes

this fiscal year. Could the hon. gentleman enlighten
us more than he has on the Janeway and the Health Sciences
Complex and give us some specific details on what is going
to happen at St. Clare's where drastic things seem to be

in the making?

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister of Health.
MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I just have to

make a little response to the preamble » He mentioned that
the administrator said there was going to be a slowdown in
the Summer and no hiring of Summer help. That is exactly

the answer I gave him.
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MR. HOUSE: The answer was they were
slowing down in the Summer, and the whole reason for
élowing down in the Summer is to be able to accommodate
people going on vacation. That was the whole purpose.
MR. WARREN: So little children are going
to be in danger, right?
MR. HOUSE: There are no children going
to be in danger.

With regards to St. Clare's,
Mr. Speaker, I am meeting with St. Clare's tomorrow on
their programme.- And, incidentally, the monitoring
committee will only come back to me and to the
department - and the department is represented - if
there is a real problem. At the Janeway we do not
have real problems as yet. With regards to St. Clare's,
we have had about three announcements. We had one made
by the leader of the union, CUPE, who said they were
going to close the hospital down for the Summer. Then
we had some reaction against that by the hospital
administration, who said they have not made a decision
yet. But certainly we are not going to close down the
hospital. ™ -

The latest that I have -

of course, it is not official yet because, as I said,
I am meeting with them tomorrow, the latest I have is

that, again for the Summer months, they are
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MR. HOUSE:

going to close about sixty beds of the 340 and that will

be fairly normal for Summer activity. So you are going to
have 280 beds open. NMow, I am only saying that, Mr. Speaker,
from a cursory knowledge. I do not have the full knowledge

of it for the simp}e reason that they have not made the full
determination yet on what they are going to do, but certainly
that is one of the options,and that is not a bad option
because,as I said,they are looking at their waiting

list, they are looking at their surgical capacity for the
Summer ,and they will not need all their operating rooms or
all their beds opened. So,as I said, all I am saying is

that that is just a cursory glance at that.I am meeting with

that particular hoépital tomorrow.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Leader of the Opposition.
MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I do hope when the

hon. gentleman meets with the hospital tomorrow that he will
bring a full and detailed report into this hon. House.

It seems,from the answers I am
getting from the hon. gentleman, that people now are not

allowed to get sick in the Summer time, especially little

children.

MR. WARREN: Thatiis right.

MR. NEARY: You have to pick the time of the
year now, Mr. Speaker, . they want to get sick, they

want to get ill.

Mr. Speaker, what about the
Central Newfoundland Hospital at Grand Falls,will there.
be any cutbacks in staff or in
services at the Central Newfoundland Hosptial in Grand
Falls? Mr. Spegker, the hon. the minister does not seem to

be on top of this at all. It is a very, very urgent and
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MR. NEARY': serious matter. He does not seem
to know-What is happening in Grand Falls, could the hon,

gentleman tell the House?

MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. the Minister of Health.,
MR. HOUSE: Mr., Speaker, let me just comment

about people not getting sick in Summer and all this
foolishness that the hon. member is saying, prompted

by the hon. member for Torngat Mountains (Mr. Warren). People
do get sick Summertime, and what we are saying is that we
look after emergencies Summertime, _we look after emergencies
all the time, they are always ever open, all the time.

What people do not ordinarily do is go in for optional
surgery at these particular times, basically because

doctors are not available,but also because of the fact that
people just want to enjoy the good weather and so on, So
that is a silly statement. Tt is just like the silly statement
that we are balancing the budget on the backs of the poor

and the sick and the children. That is silly because we

spend most of our money on those groups anyway.

SCME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!
MR. HOUSE: With regard to the Central

Newfoundland Hospital,there will be a few layoffs.

There is going to be perhaps as much as about twenty-five,
as far as I could gather. Now a lot of these will come
out of the School for Nursing Assistant Training. We are
closing that particular unit for the year,first of all
because there are ample people being trained at the College
of Trades and Technology and we have an oversupply

of these nursing assistants now.
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MR. HOUSE: The other thing is they are
going to be rotating a closure of about twenty beds in
that particular area for the Summer and it will not be
all at the same time. There will be some surgical beds
closed for a period and then some medical beds and some
other specialist beds. 2nd this is done in order to
facilitate some repairs that have to be effected.

So, Mr. Speaker, they are
certainly going to be able to accommodate it well.

There may be up to twenty-five layoffs in this particular

case.
MR. NEARY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): A supplementary, the hon. the

Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would the hon.
gentleman,when he is answering my next question, indicate
whether or mot these drastic measures are being implemented
with the blessing of the Newfoundland Medical Association
and the Newfoundland Nurses' Association, or are these
unilateral decisions made by the various boards and by
the minister’'s officials without any prior consultation
with the Newfoundland Medical Association or the Newfoundland
Nurses' Association?

Now, Mr. Speaker, what is happening
in the case of Corner Broock, where the Premier's buddy is
the administrator? What is happening in Corner Brook?
Will there be any beds closed there during the Summer?
The hon. gentleman seems to be falling back on that now
for an excuse. Does the weather have any bearing on when
people get sick or when they do not get sick in this
Province? What about Corner Brook, will there be any
layoffs, closedowns - closing beds, closing units - in

Coxrner Brook?
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MR. SPEAKER {Russell): The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, whether or not we get the
blessing of the Medical Association or the Nurses' Association,
ARNN, the medical association is working with us very well in this.
They are members of the monitoring committee. The Hospital
Association - and they have people from nursing with that

committee - are in constant dialogue with us. They are

reasonable,intelligent people
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MR. HOUSE: who acknowledge that they have

doubled their budget in the last five years. They acknowledge

There has to be a stocktaking of what is happening.
T guess it may hit some of them in the pocketbooks and

so on, but they are certainly going along with us in this.

Unilaterally, Mr. Speaker? we discussed the budgets with
the various hospital boards and then they met with their
various people to see what measures they could take. And,
of course, obviously nobody is going to come back and
say, 'We congratulate you for this', but they are certainly
living with it and are being consulted.

With regard to Corner Brook,
Mr. Speaker, Corner Brook, I think, was the hospital
that set the pace in living with their budget. Very shortly
after the announcement was made , they came on and said
what they were doing,and one was the fact that they were
going to also close down the Nursing Assistants' School,
but they were alsoc having some layoff in the administration
and clerical and there would be some slowdown again,
for the Summer. And, Mr. Speaker, if they do not slow down
for the Summer there is not going to be that much to do
because there will be a lot of vacant beds anyway.

Corner Brook has done theirs in that way also.

MR. NEARY: Supplementary, Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Supplementary, the hon. Leader

of the Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am more convinced
now with my line of questioning that the hon. gentleman

owes it to the people of this Province to make a full and

detailed statement.

MR. CALLAN: He should resign, I say.
MR. NEARY: He should resign with the way

the thing is deteriorating. But I want to finish off my
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MR. NEARY: questioning of the minister, Mr.
Speaker, on Gander and on the Grace Hospital. Now what is
happening in connection with the Grace? The hon. gentleman
is making statements that no serious surgery will be postponed
as a result of these cutbacks. I hope the hon. gentleman
will be able to stand by his words , that he will not have

to eat these words in another few days or few weeks or few
months. Would the hon. gentleman tell us what is happening
in connection with the Grace General Hospital and

Gander Hospital? And will the hon. gentleman undertake
before this week is out to make a full and detailed,
comprehensive statement on the situation regarding the
delivery of health care services in this Province and in

our hospitals?

MR. SPEAKERS The hon. Minister of Health.

MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I cannot

give a commitment on whether I will be able to give a full,
detailed éccount of what is happening. So far from what I
have been getting back from hospitals, I am very pleased

with the approach they are taking.
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MR.HOUSE: As I said,it is not all
easy. We have acknowledged the fact that we could spend
more if we had it ,but I do believe that they recognize the
fact that we have to live within certain monetary frameworks,
They are doing well and I am very pleésed with the
approach they have téken. Wi£h régard to the Grace; they
are closing a few special. sections of the hospital.

One is ophthalmology, but that does not close the
facility; they are integrating that with the ear, nose and
throat division and the doctor there will have the same
amount of surgery time as he had befores. But patients

instead of going to an ophthalmology ward to recouperate,

will be‘going in with the ear, nose aﬁd throat people.
They are going to close down a few of the gy;;;ology beds
there. There aré six beds for derqatology, they were separate
and very much underutilized, so they are being
integratea with a surgical ward . The other thing is
they are beefing up the outpatients because that is one
discipline,I suppose you could call it, that
does not require much in-bed time. They are
closing one of the operating rooms for the Summér because
it would be underutilized. The other thing is they are
going to have a big slowdown, a closure like they did this
feaq during the Christmas season and we are looking at
reviewing their recommendations on day care psychiatry.

Mr. Speaker, that is the
process taken there so far, That _ may change because they
are still relooking a few things . I will be meeting with

that hospital board if it is necessary to change it from

what they are recommending.

MR.WARREN: Mr. Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER (Russell): The hon. member for Torngat
Mountains.
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MR .WARREN: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary
to the Minister of Health (Mr.House).

In view of the fact that
there have been eight petitions presented in the House this
past week and a half,and in particular I think there was one
from the hon. Minister of Northern Development (Mr. Goudie)
concerning the North West River hospital, the prayer of
the petition requesting the Department of Healéh to
hold back in closing dowﬁ the North West River Hospital
until a study was done into health care, has the minister
considered the seriousness of those petitions that were signed
by over 3000 people in Labrador? Has the minister taken
this into consideration? If so, could the minister advise
the House if'the Nofth ﬁe§£ River Hospital will be closed

down by November 30.

MR.SPEAKER (RUSSELL) : The hon. Minister of Health.
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MR. HOUSE: Mr. Speaker, I certainly take
every petition that comes in seriously because they are
coming from people who are concerned for one reason or
another. And if I were convinced that the problem is a
health care problem, certainly I would have to take a look
at it and consider extending it. But this is,in our
estimation,what we have been doing and in this particular
case it is not a health care problem.

I went to Labrador last week,

I went on the stage there with the people -

MR. CALLAN: i I saw you on television.
MR. HOUSE: - and I guaranteed them that the

health care delivery would not only be the same,it would be
improved. Because you could have all the beds you like,
you could have 1,000 beds in that part of Labrador -there
are only 13,000 people-but the important thing is getting the
proper doctors, surgeons, and so on, and it is not the
hosptial, it is the quality of the health staff that you will get
there. And we know for sure and certain that the hospital
that we have in Melville is ablé to do that job in conjunction
also with St. Anthony. Like I said, you cannot separate it.
You cannot bring into Goose Bay a surgecn for every particular
disease} it just cannot be done, you will not get them there.
And we are guaranteeing an upgraded service in that particular
area.

We also guaranteed a hostel service
for the people of the Coast.
MR. CALLAN: You have been providing that ever
since you were elected.
MR. HOUSE: That was one of the services that

that hospital was providing and we think we can do that a lot

cheaper than $300 a day.

MR. CALLAN: Did you say hostel or hoéostile?
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MR. HOUSE: Now, Mr. Speaker, the real problem,
and I make no bones about this, the real problem with the
closure of the hospital in North West River is just the

same problem they had with the school, because there were

no pupils there, and the children's home ,because there were
no children in the home. I recall,I believe,that they had
three children in the home the last year that operated and-
I do not know-they had ten or a dozen staff there. You know,
this is just totally unrealistic. I know it is hard on the
community, it is goingito create social problems, but the
point of it is we have to look at the medical problems, the
health care delivery and I am guaranhteeing that the health
care delivery will certainly be improved as a result of the
actions we are taking.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Russell): Order, please!

The time for Question Period has
expired.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD: Mr. Speaker, I have an answer

to question Number 59 appearing on the Order Paper of

March 23, 1983.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

MR. MARSHALL: Motion No. 1, Budget Debate.

MR. SPEAKER (Russell):

Motion No. 1. The debate last day

was adjourned by the hon. Leader of the Opposition.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, this is day five

of the Budget Speech -

MR. ANDREWS{ You did not talk about

Stephenville or the Port au Basques hospital?
MR. NEARY: If I was the hon. gentleman
I would talk about the fish plant in Ramea. The hon.
gentleman should be down trying to mend his fences with
the people of Ramea where he told them everything was
going to be taken care of when Mr. Kirby made his
report,and the hon. gentleman should tell us about the
reception he got in Stephenville over the weekend.

Mr. Speaker, this is day
five of the Budget debate which is really, I suppose, the
main debate. The most important debate to take place in this
House is the Budget debate and I would hope, Mr. Speaker,
that every hon. gentlemen on both sides of the House,
before the Budget debate ends, will participate in this
debate. I know the Government House Leader (Mr. Marshall)
and the Premier are rushing to get the House closed, they
want to shut the House down as soon as they can,Mr. Speaker.
I was figuring out today, down in my office with my
colleague, that this House has only been sitting now
seven weeks, seven sitting weeks. We had two weeks out
for Easter so we have only been sitting approximately,
not quite, approximately seven weeks and already they
want to close down the House, after seven weeks,
Mr. Speaker, So I want to tell hon. gentlemen now thatI am
not filibustering. .‘We have so much to talk about on

this side of the House and so far it has taken me five
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MR. NEARY: days, that is part of each
daily sitting because we have the Oral Question periocd
and we have the Presenting of Petitions and rafts of
Ministerial Staéements so I do not get the full time.
So,really what I have had so far,I suppose, is about five
and a half hours, maybe six hours at the most, which
is not really very much when you look at the number of
problems that we have in this Province at the present
time. We have some serious problems and one of the
problems, by the way, was highlighted today during

the Oral Questidn period when we were talking about

the cutbacks in the delivery of
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MR. NEARY:

health care services in this Province. Never before,
Mr. Speaker, in the history of this Province, I suppose,
did an hon. member stand in his place in this House and

ask the Minister of Health about one hospital after the

other.
MR. LUSH: Or any province.
MR. NEARY: Or in any province in Canada or

probably any country in the world. Because if you are
building and developing and progressing, Mr. Speaker, you
are opening hospitals and opening hospital beds, not
cutting back.

Mr. Speaker, we spent practically
the whole Question Period today trying to develop a picture,

trying to get, as they say, an overview -

MR. LUSH: A global view.
MR. NEARY: - a global view, a provincial

view of what is happening in the field of health-care
services in this Province. Did we get it? Did the hon.
the Minister of Social Services (Mr. Hickey) get a clear

picture from the Minister of Health (Mr. House), his

colleague?
MR. HICKEY: Yes.
MR. NEARY: He did? Well, perhaps the

Minister of Social Services then can tell us about the
waiting list at the Health Sciences Complex, can tell us

what categories they fall under.

MR, HICKEY: Mr. Speaker, I dare not tell, I am
not allowed to speak on behalf of another minister in an
answer to a question. I can only answer with regard to

my own department as per the rules of the House.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman

is not allowed to speak on this matter, the Minister of
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MR. NEARY: Health (Mr. House) is not

allowed to speak on this matter. -

MR. TULK: He cannot even speak on his own
department.
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman cannot speak

on his own department.

MR. PEACH: .. You will be talking all day sure.
MR. NEARY: Né, Mr. Speaker, If I am not
interrupted, before the afternoon is over, I may bring my
few remarks to an end. But if hon. gentlemen there opposite
keep interrupting me, Mr. Speaker, I may go on until

5:30 P.M. or 6:00 P.M. I have some things I want to talk
about, I have some points I want to make. I want to talk
about the economy, I want to talk about the price of
electricity, I want to talk about record unemployment in
this Province, I want to talk about a crisis in the fishery.
MR. TULK: You are the only person in the

Opposition who can manage that.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, if I cave in and

I t;ke my seat, then we go back to the half hour debate
back and forth across the House, which would give the
Government House Leader (Mr. Marshall) an opportunity then
to shut her down.

MR. TULK: Shut her down, that is right.
That is what he wants to do.

MR. NEARY: That is the kind of a game they
are playing, that is what he is looking for.

MR. PATTERSON: No, he wants a chance to speak.

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman will have
his half hour.

MR. TULK: That is all he will get.

MR. NEARY: That is all the hon. gentleman

is allowed under the rules of this House, the Tory Government,
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MR. NEARY: when they came in, saw to that.

There was a time when the hon. gentleman first came into
the House in 1966 - : ) i

MR. DINN: You have been up for four days now and you have

said nothing yet.
MR. NEARY: In 1966 when the hon. the

member for St. John's East Extern, the Minister of Social

Services (Mr. Hickey) sat over here - I believe about right now -

3616



May 3, 1983 Tape 1677 PR - 1

MR. NEARY: -in those days the hon.

gentleman was allowed unlimited time.

MR. HICKEY: No, no.
MR. NEARY: Yes, yes. The hon. gentleman

could participate in debate and had unlimited time.

MR. HICKEY: . Yes, about a ninety minute speech.
MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker. The hon.

gentleman had unlimited time.

MR. HICKEY: You could get up on every subject.
MR. NEARY: He is talking about the

estimates. I am talking about tke Throne Speech and the
Budget debate. There was no restrictionplaced on the time

that hon. members were allowed.

MR. HICKEY: Ninety minutes.
MR. NEARY: No, Mr. Speaker, it is only

since the Tories took over that they have limited the estimates

to seventy-five hours and limited the debate on the Throne

Speech and the Budget Speech in this House. And further to

that, by the way, when the estimates were debated back and forth across

the floor of this House , and any hon. gentleman either side of

’
the House can go and check the Hansard and the hon. gentlemen
will verify what I am saying=

MR. HICKEY: Why would the hon. gentleman

who hangs behind you ask the House if there was unanimous
consent that I could carry on? That was Speaker Clarke, he was
not a Tory. Ninety minutes.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman -

during the Budget debate when we were doing estimates item by item

there was no restriction.

MR. HICKEY: Right.

MR. NEARY: None.

MR. HiéKEY: Right.

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman could get
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MR. NEARY: up as often as he wanted, as

long as he wanted. As long as he was within the realm of good
taste the hon. gentleman could ask guestions about the item by
item analysis of the estimates and he was unrestricted, Mr.
Speaker, he had complete freedom and could go on as long as

he wanted.

MR. HICKEY: Right.
MR. NEARY: But, you know, the hon. gentleman

will have to admit that he took full advantage of that system.

MR. HICKEY: I had to.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I am having it

researched. Do not worry, I am having it researched. The
President of the Council (Mr. Marshall), the Government House
Leader, who also sat on this side of the House, got his first taste
of freedom in this House under a Liberal Administration, when
the hon. gentleman could sit here day in and day out - and now
he gets up and he criticizes members of the Opposition for
giving a little preamble to their guestions by making provocative
statements or trying to intimidate ministers. The hon.
gentleman has accused us of all of that.

Mr. Speaker, members there
opposite should go and get Hansard and look at the questions,
read the guestions that were asked by the member for St.
John'"s East Extern (Mr. Hickey) and the President of the
Council.
MR. HICKEY: Yes, but it would be better
to read the answers we got, because there were none. Because
there was no Question Period.
MR. NEARY: I see. Now they are changing
their tune again. It is not the questions, it is not their

right to ask questions,
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MR. NEARY: it is not their right to take all
the time they wanted, now they are complaining about the
answers. First the hon. gentleman's colleague kept telling
us in this House that there was no freedom, you could not
ask any gquestions, you could not get any information. Now
the hon. gentleman is admitting that he could do all of that
but he is complaining _because the answers were not to his
satisfaction. So, Mr. Speaker, if T take my seat what will
happen then will be we will go back to a half an hour back
and forth across the House and this House will close, I

would say, in a week, certainly, to give it the outside, ten
days. The House would close down after seven weeks and that would
be outrageous. If I had my way the House would go right on
through the Summer because we have very pressing and

urgent matters to debate inthis House, Mr. Speaker.

The House should be kept open if for nothing else.but

the Oral Question Period. Maybe, Mr. Speaker, we have a new
policy that developed this Session. The debates are really
not being reported in any great detail and, maybe, rightly
so. Maybe we are not saying anything of any significance

or of any importance, and maybe the poor o©ld newsmen are
bored. We are repetitious and tedious and monotonous and
maybe they do not feel like reporting what we are saying.
But sometimes we do make some valid points in this House

and we put forward some good proposals and good plans to

the administration hoping that they will adopt these plans
and implement plans that will help people out there who

are suffering and people who are in grave difficulty as

a result of the terrible, horrible state of the Newfoundland
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MR. NEARY: and Labrador economy. 5S¢, today
I think it was a very worthwhile exercise to take the
hospitals one by one and to ask the Minister of Health-

it is the first time, at least in my twenty-one years

in this House. Mr, Speaker, we may have had occasions
when the odd crisis developed in hospitals but certainly
never before in the history of this Province or any other
province or any state in the United States did we

have to ask a minister so many questions about the horrible
state of the delivery of health care,as far as the hospitals
in this Province are concerned. We now have problems in

the Health Sciences Complex, the
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MR. NEARY: _ Grace General Hospital, St. Clare's
Mercy Hospital, the Central Newfoundland Hospital in Grand
Falls, the Janeway Children's Hospital, Corner Brook, Mr.
Speaker, We did not get any response from the hon.

gentlemaﬁ on Gander, I would assume theyv have their

share of difficulties and problems also. But, Mr. Speaker,

it is a matter of grave concern to the people of this

Province what is happening in the hospitals. We hear

every dayof huge waiting lists of people who want to get

a bed in these hospitals so that they can have surgery

done, - people with back problems, Mr. Speaker, especially,
because I believe you will find that probably the largest
waiting list is for people who have diéc problems, not
considered to be emergencies but these people are suffering
nevertheless, suffering badly in a lot of cases, semi-

invalids a lot of them. Mr. Speaker, there are‘other

kinds of surgery that we have long waiting lists for, people waiting
to get a bed in hospital. I remember one‘éase I was told

about by a doctor recently where a patient was due to go

in for neurosurgery and the man was told that there was

quite a waiting list - they could not get a bed for him,

he would have to go on the waiting list. So he went on the waiting
list and several weeks later the specialist called

up his wife and said, 'Would you tell your husband

that I have a bed for him, he can come in for surgery'. And

the wife said, 'Well, I am sorry but my husband passed

away a couple of weeks ago'. Now, Mr. Speaker, how much

of that is happening? Now, hon. gentlemen can sit there

with silly grins on their faces day in and day out,
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MR. NEARY: They can sit there and pound on
their desks over silly announcements by ministers, and

they can joke, ridicule, and they can be as arrogant as they
want, Mr. Speaker, but the fact remains that the situation in
our hospitals is critical at this moment, critical! Mr. Speaker,
they should not be cutting back, they should be hiring extra
staff, and they should be employing extra surgeons to try to

take care of the long waiting lists. The only thing that I can
say is that I hope nobody belonging to me gets sick, gets
seriously ill in this Province at the present time.

Mr. Speaker, it is sad. I asked
the hon. gentleman why he could not use some of the money that
was saved during the teachers' dispute to keep these hospital
beds open. The hon. gentleman did not give me an answer. They
saved over $20 million as a result of the dispute with the
teachers, over $20 million. Some of that money should be used,
Mr. Speaker, to keep hospital beds open. You now have to pick
the time you are going to get sick in this Province. You almost
have to ask the weatherman; you have to pick up your phone in-.
the morning, call the weather office and say, 'Is this Summer?
Are we in to Summer? When 1s the official beginnning of
Summer? Is it the 21st. of June? which happens to be mf
birthday, Is that the beginning of Summer? And when does
it end?' When does Summer start in this Province, when does
it end?Because now, before you get sick,you have to check with
the weatherman to find out if we are into Summer and if we
are into Summer then you have to say,'Well, I am not allowed
to get sick now because the hospital beds are closed,
the surgeons are all on vacation, ﬁhe staff are all
laid off and no hiring of Suﬁmer help.'

Mr. Speaker, it is a grave and
serious situation indeed, and I hope as a result of my cross—

examination of the minister today that he will come into this

Q)
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MR. NEARY: House before the end of this week
and give us a comprehensive and detailed statement on what
is happeninig in the hospitals. It is chaotic I am told,
Mr. Speaker, chaotic!
I heard today about one
resignation of a surgeon who could not put up with it any
longer, could not tolerate it any longer. ©No doubt my
hon. friend, the member for St. John's Centre (McNicheolas) will -

DR. MCNICHOLAS: Who was he?

MR. NEARY: ' - will welcome the resignation.
It may mean increased and substantial business for my hon.

friend. But,
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, that is poor
consolation for the people who want surgery done.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us see
what the Liberals did when they were in power in the field
of health care services. Let us compare what is happening
today - hospital beds closing, hospitals shutting down.

Let me see if I can jog hon. members' memories a little bit
and compare the eleven years of Toryism in this Province

to the good old Liberal days, Mr. Speaker. et us

see what happened in the field of the development of
health-care in this Province in the good old Liberal days
compared to what is happening now. Well, back in 1949,

year one, 1949/1950, year one of Confederation, Mr. Speaker,
in the development of health care, that much maligned

Liberal administration which did nothing for this Province
except lay back, slouch in their chairs year in and year out -
ME;_EEBEEBi- Fill their pockets.

MR NEARY: - did nothing oAly f£ill their

pockets.-that is all they did, f£ill their pockets, Mr.

Speaker - slouch in their 6ffices, spend their time down

South in Florida and travelling around Europe, Wwhat did

they do in the field of health care in this Province?

Well, the first year of Confederation, year number one,

a decision was made by the Liberal government to build a large
new hospital at Corner Brook. Radio/telephones were installed
in the hospital stations and boats and the Grenfell organization.
That was Jjust the beginning, Mr., Speaker, Year one, the first
year of Confederation, - a decision made to build a great new

hospital in Corner Brook.
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, now the administration
are going to close down a number of wings, a number of beds
in that hospital. There is the diffeé@ce you see, Mr. o
Speaker, I was trying to indicate to this House vesterday
the difference between Liberalism and Toryism. Liberalism
means develop, build and develop.

MR. TULK: Progress.

MR. NEARY: . Progress, build and develop.
Toryism is tear down and close down and shut everything down.
MR. TULK: Take it out on the poor.

MR. NEARY: ) And especially people wﬂo cannot
defend themselves. Little children now are going to be
denied proper, adequate health care services at the Janeway
Hospital because of the mismanagement and the incompetence
of this administration and the way they have handled the
economy and our resources, Mr. Speaker. So in year number
one thef built é hospital'in Corner Broék.

Now, what happened in year number
two? What did this great, much maligned Liberal administration
do in year two of Confederation? Did they just lay back
in their offices, puff on their big cigars, throw paper
airplanes around their offices and travel around the world?
Is that what they did?

MR. TULK: ' No.

MR, NEARY: Insult everybody and be

rude to everybody in sight and argue and squabble and fight
with everybody, is that what they did, Mr. Speaker? Well,

in year two -

MR. TULK: What field are you in now?

MR. NEARY: I am into the field of health,
because today we focused attention on health care, especially

in the hospitals and the crises and chaotics.
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MR. NEARY: Well, year one we built a hospital

in Corner Brook.

MR. TULK: Started that big hospital in Corner Brook.
MR. NEARY: Yes. We just barely had gotten

into Confederation when 'Bang' away she goes.

AN HON. MEMBER: Confederatiop is not a hospital though, is it?
MR. NEARY: Pardon?
MR. TULK: Just after Confederation he is talking

about, year one.

MR. NEARY: ' Now, year two that much maligned

Liberal administration started a dental programme for

children in schools. A dental care programme started for

children in schools. Now, Mr, Speaker, what has this administration,
what have the Tories done to the children's dental care

programme that was started by a Liberal administration?

They have cut that to ribbons.

MR. TULK: Is it gone completely?
MR. NEARY: They have cut the - I suppose

guts is not a word you are allowed to use - but they have

cut it to ribbons, Mr. Speaker, the children's dental care
programme.

MR. TULK: They have cut the intestines out

of it,

MR. NEARY: They cut the intestines out of that

programme started by a Liberal administration.

MR. TULK: There is nothing wrong with guts
anyway.
. MR. NEARY: No, there probably is not but

I would not want to use that term.
And then in year two of Confederation
because of the isolation, because several hundred communitlies were

isolated throughout this Province,
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MR. NEARY: the Government built four
15 ton hospital boats at the Clarenville shipyard -
MR. HODDER: That was the time they were
checking for £uberculosis.
MR. NEARY: That is right. Tuberculosis
was rampant throughout the Province -
MR. DINN: That is liberalism for you, pestilence,TB -
MR. NEARY: This is liberalism - this is
real liberalism you are hearing here. The hon. gentleman
may not like it. I am hoping the message is filtering
through, Mr. Speaker, that I am comparing the good old
Liberal days to the dull old Tory days/when all they are
doing is closing things down.
Mr. Speaker, the government
built four 15 ton hospital boats at the Clarenville shipyard,

fhe Sir William Whiteway -  Mr. Speaker, what were the

names of these boats in case the member for Naskaupi
(Mr. Goudie), who is prepared to stay here until August,
may not remember, the hon. gentleman may not recall the
names of these beautiful boats that performed yeoman

service in their time.

MR. TULK: The boats going around the
Coast?

MR. NEARY: The boats going around the
Coast.

MR. TULK: The Christmas Seal was one.
MR. NEARY: Well, so far, my hon.
colleagues are batting zero. There was the

Sir Wwilliam Whiteway, the John Kent, the Sir Richard Squires

and Sir Robert Bond; their base of operations was Rose

Blanche, Burgeo, Hermitage and Belleoram,

MR. TULK: Which one was stationed at

Rose Blanche?
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MR. NEARY: I am not sure which one was

stationed in Rose Blanche! There was the Sir William Whiteway,

the John Kent, the Sir Richard Squires and Sir Robert Bond.

Mr. Speaker, what else happened
in year two of Confederation? I know what happened in
year two of Toryism in this Province: %e started to
go downhill, they started to shut down hospitals and
hospital beds. What eise ﬁappened in year two? Year
two a free dental clinic Qas established at the
General Hospital, a free dental clinic, The first time
in the history of Newfoundland, a free dental clinic.
Hon. members will recall the state of the eyes and the
teeth of Newfoundlanders prior to Confederation.

My hon. friend,the member for Exploits (Dr. Thomey),

no doubt, who came to Newfoundland two or three or four
years before Confederation,will recall-the state of the
health of our Newfoundland and Labrador people at that
time. So, Mr. Speaker, is it any wonder that one of the
first acts of the Liberal administration was to bring in

a dental care programme for children in this Province? And
that has since been altered and drastically cut back by

the Tory -administration.
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MR. NEARY: And then, is it any wonder in
yvear two that we provided a free dental clinic at the
General Hospital.

What happened in year three?
MR. WARREN: Year three, I would say nothing.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague
takes a guess, he says nothing happened in year three.
By thig time, after three years, the old Liberal Government
was getting tired, worn out, just ready to collapse in their
seats, Mr. Speaker, lying back, no original ideas, nothing
to do in the Province only just take trips around the world
like hon. members are doing now, pick a fight wherever you
can.
MR. WARREN: Where is the Minister of Development
(Mr. Windsor) now?
MR. NEARY: The Minister of Development,
God only knows in what par£ of ﬁhe globé he is located at the
present time.
MR. WARREN: He is gone somewhere to play Sir

Humphrey Gilbert.
MR. NEARY: Yes, he probably is. He is

probably out kissing Sir Humphrey Gilbert's lady.

Well, I had to laugh the other
day, Mr. Speaker. I thought it was the most humorous
thing I have heard in a long time,when this fellow called
in when he saw the picture of the Premier kissing the hand
of Sir Humphrey Gilbert's lady and he said if he had been
near the Premier th;t he would have given him a part of
his anatomy that he could kiss, and I am sure he would have.
There are an awful lot of people in this Province who would
do that now, I am afraid.

Anyway, year three, new T.B.
Sénatoriuﬂlopened at Corner Brook. Its capacity had grown

by 250 beds by the following year, a wonderful institution,
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MR. NEARY: a magnificent accomplishment!
Now, Mr. Speaker, it is gone. The new Western Memorial
Hospital opened in Corner Brook, year three; new south wing
built at the Hospital for Mental and Nervous Diseases in
St. John's. Hon. gentlemen, surely, if they are of the
same vintage as I am, will remember the conditions of
the lunatic - they used to call it then the 'lunatic
asylum', the poor house and the lunatic asylum. I mean,
it was indescribable, Mr. Speaker, you could not describe
the conditions. The stories that people used to hear in
the streets about the poor house and about the lunatic
asylum were out of this world!

So, Mr. Speaker, the Liberal
Government of the day, in its wisdom, built at the Hospital

for Mental and Nervous Diseases a new south wing.
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MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Speaker, down here
at the Miller Centre, whichwas ﬁhe old General Hospital,

hon. members will recall that that was the main hospital in
Newfoundland, It is now tﬁe Miller Cen%re. Eh; Liberal
Administration in its wisdom decided to build the Health
Sciences Complex. But in year three of Confederation in its
wisdom the Liberal Administration of the day found it necessary
to construct and started a new wing of the General Hospital
here in St. John's, a new wing. Were they satisfied with
that? Were the Liberals satisfied just to rest their oars,
coast along, Mr. Speaker ?

MR. WARREN: They built Shea Ward, and
Carson Ward, all those wards.

MR. NﬁARY: That is right.

Mr. Speaker, no, they did not
rest on their laurels. Later, and I will come to that when I get dcwn
to the proper vear, we built £he Health Sciences Comélex.

And the ﬁé;lth Sciences Complex took the place of the old
General Hospital and the old General Hospital is now called
the Miller Centre and is used mainly for rehabilitation.

MR. WARREN: And this government is ready
to close beds down there.

MR. NEARY: . » And now they are closing beds
down there. They are shutting her down.

Mr. Speaker, what about year
three? Was‘that the end of it,in year three? Did the Minister
of Health of that day throw up his arms and say, Well)that is
it noﬁ, my job is done, I can go in peace? No, he did not
do that. He found financial assistance for a new Grace General
Hospital. Imagine that’ the much maligned Liberal Administration
whi;h did not do anything, did nothing for this Province, all
they did was give tiings away. Well,there was one item that

we were glad to give away, and that was, Mr. Speaker, a new
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MR. NEARY: Grace Salvation Army General
Hospital in Newfoundland and Labrador, and we were proud to
do it.

MR. WARREN: Now they are closing down the
eye unit.

MR, NEARY: And now what is happening to
that? Are they closing the eye unit? Oh, my hon. colleague
for St. John's Centre (Dr. McNicholas) will be interested in
learning that they are closing the eye unit now.

MR, WARREM: That is right.

MR. NEARY: o s We are told that the surgeon
is leaving, he is so disgusted with thé cutbacks forced on the
hospitals by this ad&inistratioﬁ - they will now close

down’ their unit for eye care.

MR. WARREN: *  They égy thev are @oing to
combine it with ear and throat.

MR. NEARY: They are going to combine

it, eye, ear, nose and throat. I do not know if that is élh
good combination or not, perhaps my hon. friend may wish to
comment after I take my seat. The hon. gentleman,if he is

an expert on nothing else, he is certainly an expert on eyes,
there is no question about that. A good opthalmologist.

It took me a long while in this House to be able to determine
between an optomerist , an opthalmologist, and an optician.

T finally got it straight. The hon. gentleman is a good

opthalmologist.
MR. WARREN: He is all three, is he not?
MR. NEARY: No, an oph?lmologist does not

have to be an optician or practice optometry.
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MR.NEARY : So, Mr. Speaker, the Liberals
provided assistance to the Salvation Army to build this
magnificant hospital we have right up there on_ the higher
levels of St. John's West.
MR .WARREN: I was taken care of there
several times.
MR.NEARY: Mr. Speeker, my hon. colleague
says that he was taken care of there several times. Well,
I have to say that they did an excellent job on my hon.
colleague who seems, today, to be fit and in good health.
So, Mr. Speaker, that was only year three. I guess by this
time the Liberals are slowing down. Year three we provided
this financial assistance and now we hear today from the

SR N t
Minister of Health (Mr.House) that the Tory administration
are forcing-—that magnificant institution that has performed
such excellent service in the way of health care to the
people of this Province is now in dire straits, now forced
to close their psychiatric unit,day care, forced to close
their‘unit for eye éurgery, they are forced to clcse
beds, Mr. Speaker. It is shameful.
MR. CARTER: What was the first unit they
had to’ close? ‘
MR.NEARY: It :is shameful. The hon.
gentleman should know.because he has a path worn to the
unit that I first mentioned, for psychiatric care. The hon.
gentleman has a path worn there.
MR.WARREN : They are closing down the wards
with four beds and they are taking the patients aﬁd telling them
to go to semi-brivate and private rooms where they have
to pay for them.
MR.NEARY: That is right. They are
closing down their wards in the various hospitals - this

is a new technique - theyare closing down wards and they
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MR.NEARY: are forcing people to go

into semi-private or private rooms so that they will have

to pay so much per bed,and in that way the hospital will
generate a little revenue.

MR.WARREN: Right.

MR.NEARY : Does my hon. friend think that

is right? It is very, very hard cn.people on Unemployment
Iﬁsurance, Worker's Compensation and Social Assistance. It

is cruel. I mean,it is cruel.

MR.WARREN: You go on a waiting list if yﬁu do ﬁot have the money.
MR.NEARY: You go on a waiting list

and suffer it out. If you do not have the money you cannot
get in because you are going to have to pay for a semi-private

or a private room , as my hon.
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MR. NEARY: colleague knows. Is that right?
Does the hon. gentleman agree with it?

MR. BAIRD: : I do not know the details.

MR. NEARY: Well, I would gladly take my

seat if-fhe hon. gentleman wants to make a comment, Mr. Speaker.

Now, let us see what happened in
year four -1952/1953.- iIn the field of health care in this
Province, year four, well here is what happened. A new
hospital was built at Springdale, its first hospital. 2
new hospital was built at Channel- port au Basques, its
first hospital. A new hospital was build at Fogo, first
hospital} and more financial assistance to the new Grace
Hospitél BUiidiﬂé fund. That was only year four.

Year five, Mr. Speaker, there
was really nothing big in the way of health care. Year six.
Let us see what happened in year six, Mr. Speaker. Now
listen to thié. My hon. colleague will be interested in
this. In year six, between 1954 and 1955, for the first
time a.hospital was built,by a Liberallgovernment,at North
West River.

MR. WARREN: ) Now what is happening today?
MR. NEARY: B Now who is closing it down?
Mr. Speaker, do they hate the Liberals so much, are they
so bigoted and so éfgﬁudicééragainégdfhe Liberals that
they have to close down everything we built and everything
we started? if they do, Mr. Speaker, would they please

leave out hospitals?

B All they built here now was with
MR. TOBIN:
_——f————JE - John C. Dovle and Shaheen.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, North West River

got & hospital from a Liberal administration and in 1983
the Tories are closing it down.

MR. WARREN: Taking it away.

MR. NEARY: Taking it away from them. And

here is another beaut for you, another ééndy, because,hon.
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MR. NEARY: members will recall,
tuberculosis was still rampant in the Province, the
government in its wisdom built a fifty-six bed sanatorium
at St. Anthony arnd that was the beginning, Mr. Speaker,
that was the commencement of the Curtis Memorial Hospital,
that great magnificent institution on the tip of the
Great Northern Peninsula that we see there today that
at one time, I believe, made medical history in this
Province. Dr. Thomas; I believe, came upmwith a
technique, I do not recall now the details of it, that
added immensely to medical science and progress in the
field of medicine. Perhaps my hon. colleague can jog

my memory on what it was, the technique they developed

at the Curtis Memorial Hospital in St. Anthony that

made news throughout the world in medical circles. I

believe it was Dr. Thomas- was it?- who developed

some -
AN HON. MEMBER: Dr. Paddon.
MR. NEARY: Dr. Paddon or Dr. Thomas. I

do not remember what the technigque was he came ué with,
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MR. NEARY: but it was considered at the time
to be a remarkable advance in the field of medicine.

Mr., Speaker, in year six, the
Children's Rehabilitation Centre started. B2And the next
year, after we built the sanitorium in St. Anthony, the
next year, in year seven, then the government built the
Grenfell Hospital at St. Anthony. I think hon. colleagues
will agree, a grea£ tribu£glaﬁd an excellent memorial to
the Liberal Administration of this Province, a great tribute
to Mr. Smallwood and his administration, ‘& man who has been
condemned and criticized and much maligned  in this Province,
especially by the President of the Council (Mr. Marshall).

MR. MARSHALL: A great tribute to Mr. Smallwood's

Administration was Mr. Browne's letter to your friend,
Mr. Callahan, today.

MR. WARREN: ' what about the other letter?
Did you read the other letter.

MR. MARSHALL: ) And you will see what freedom

is like, what freedom has come to the Province since.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
was not in his seat earlier when I reminded - I am having
some research done on the preamble and on the nastiness_gf.“
questions, and the narrow questioning and the buttongd—@ggg__
mind of the hon. gentleman when he was sitting on this side
of the House,when the hon. gentleman was asking questions
during the estimates.

MR. MARSHALL: Sure I can tell you how buttoned-

down things were. You need not do any research on it.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, you talk about nasty,
the ultimate in nastiness, the ultimate in this Province, and

the hon. gentleman now has the face to stand in this House and
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MR. NEARY: criticize us for the way we ask
guestions.
MR. TOBIN: Tell us about your last trip to
Panama.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, what happened in
year eight in development of health? The children's health
plan was announced. You would think,by year eight,that the
Liberal Administration by that time héd éréund £o a halt,
that they would be worn out, that they wOulé bé réady‘for the
senior citizens homes,they would be decrepit, they would not
be able to do anything, ‘they would be semi-invalids. But
this Liberal Administration introduced the children's health
care programme and,‘ construction commenced on the new
South and North wings of the General Hospital, the old General
HospitalT two more wings being built on, two new departments
opened at the General Hospital,and financial assistance given
to the Grace, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, what haé.happened toc

all these great programmes in the last eleven years of Toryism in



May 3, 1983 Tape No. 1689 MT -1

MR. NEARY: this Province, eleven years with
a Tory administration, under two differnet Premiers? Every
one of these programmes have been downgraded, severely
cutback. And,Mr. Speaker, hon, gentlemen should not delude
themselves into thinking that in the first eight vears of
Confederation and in the next fifteen years‘that I am going
to talk about,that all was properous in this Province, that
the economy was good, that we did not have unemployment.

Mr. Speaker, we had our hard times in this Province under
Liberal regimes,but we always managed to find money for
health care and for children and for people who were sick.
Mr. Speaker, they got the number one priority. Right now
health care has dropped from the top of the list., Now

all they are interested in is building jails and court-
houses and renovating penitentiaries. Mr. Speaker, they
are closing hospital beds - just listen to this, it is enough
to make you mad, this same administration that cannot find
a dollar to keep the children's Janeway

Hospital services up to the present level, they cannot

do it,our little children have to suffer, Mr. Speaker,
this same administration can find money to renovate the
penitentiary, build a big, new gymnasium down at the
penitentiary — it cost several millions of dollars to
renovate the penitentiary, they spent a few hundred thousand
more to renovate the lockup, they built a new jail

in Grand Falls, they built a correctional institution in
Corner Brook, they built another one in Stephenville and
now they are building one in Happy Valley - Goose Bay.

Mr. Speaker, there are their priorities, jails and arts

and culture centers. Now there number one priority is to
expand the police force.

MR. TOBIN: WhéL about the hospital thev kuilt
in your district? What about the hospital in Port aux Basgues?

MR. NEARY: You know, Mr. Speaker, it is toe
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MR. NEARY: bad that the hon. the member for
Burin = Placentia West (Mr. Tobin) does not follow my

advice. He is so ill-mannered and so rude that I believe
he would be doing his constituents a service if he took a

course in self-improvement.

MR. TOBIN: Is that right?
MR. WARREN: He would but he is not bright
enough.
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MR. NEARY: So, Mr. Speaker, their priorities:
build jails, renovate penitentaries and lockups and renovate
courthouses and build new courthouses, that is the monument
they are going to leave to themselves, and a few arts and
culture centres thrown in. That is the monument they are
going to leave for themselves, Mr. Speaker, close down
hospital beds, take advantage of people who cannot defend
themselves, the sick and the meek and the halt and the lame
and the children because they cannot fight back, Mr. Speaker.
They cannot fight back. That is why they are punishing the
sick, Mr. Speaker, they cannot fight back. That is why
they are shutting down hospital beds.

MR. TOBIN: What did you do with Social
Services clients when you were there? Ask Garf, he will
tell you.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, if the hon.
gentleman does not want to take a course from Dale Carnegie
or a course in good manners, he should listen to the senior
members on his side who are embarrassed because of the
behaviour and the attitude of the hon. gentleman. We

hear the muttering and the mumbling, Mr. Speaker.

MR, TOBIN: Garf ‘took the Dalé Carnegie
course, look at what happened to him.

MR, NEARY: So here is what we have:

Mr, Speaker, we have had a Tory administration for eleven
yvears who have had as their number one priority the
huilding of jails and correctional institutions ané
courthouses and renovating penitentaries and lockups.

Mr, Speaker, that is their number one priority. Nobody

can deny that. Shall I run through the list again?

Her Majesty's Penitentiary down here by the lakeside, the
lockup downtown, a new jail in Grand Falls, in Bishop's
Falls, a new jail in Corner Brook, a new jail in

Stephenville and a new jail in Happy Valley-Goose Bay.
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MR.NEARY: Mr. Speaker, they camouflage
the name now, they do not call them jails any more. They
have a fancy name on them now, they are called correctional
institutions. They are hoping that that name will slide by
the public, they will not pay any attention to them, Correctional
institution , a glorified name for a jail, Mr.Speaker. And
that is their priority, close down hospit;ls, make the

poor little children of this Province suffer unnecessarily,
make sick people suffer and go on waiting lists. And, Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Health (Mr.House) cannot convince
anybody in this Province that people are not suffering as a
result of his callous decision, of mismanagement on the part
of this administration, of their trying to balance their
budget on the backs of the students and the sick and the
teachers and the halt and the lame, Mr. Speaker, the meek,
ggcause that is what they are up to, Mr. Speaker, and
nobody can deny it. Nobody there opposite can stand in

his place and deny my words, deny what I am saying. I

got up to year nine when I got carried away there a little
bit about the jails. Year nine of Confederation, the:
Children's Health Plan. Mr. Spgaker, I want Your Honour

to listen to this. I am not sure if Your Honour was in
Newfoundland or not.

MR.WARREN: . What year was that?
MR.NEARY: ‘ Year nine of Confederation.
That was 1957-58.

AN HON.MEMBER:

He - was here then.

MR.NEARY: Your Honour was here then.
Well, Your Honour being a member of the Medical Fraternity,
which is a very noble fraternity indeed,will recall what
happened in year nine; Your Honour above anybody else,I
would think, The .Children's Health Care Plan started and,

Mr. Speaker, it was the only one of its kind in North
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MR.NEARY: America, the only one of

its kind. A poor old Liberal government that should have
just laid down and died, they should have given up, could not
carry on, Mr. Speaker, they did not spend their money down
making life comfortable for the criminals in this Province.
Boy, they have it better than the wictims. People who

commit crime have it better in this Province than the victims.
There is no protection for the victims. Now they are going

to expand the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary right at

a time, Mr. Speaker, when we can ill afford it. While

it may be a very worth-while exercise somewhere down the
road,you do not expand police forces and spend taxpayer
dollars replacing all the equipment and technology that

the RCMP have in this Province,Because it all has to be
replaced, Mr. Speaker. They are ﬁot going to take their
cars and turn them over to the provincial government. They
are not going to take the radios out of their cars and

give them to the Minister of Justice (Mr .Ottenheimer)

in this Province. They are not going to take their buildings
that they have and give them to -the Minister of Justice.

No, Mr. Speaker, it is going to cost an arm and a leg
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MR. NEARY: at this particular point in
time to expand the Newfoundland constabularly and to

open jails and build courthouses and renovate courtliouses,
They must be expecting a big business, Mr. Speaker, as a
result -

MR. BAIRD: All the Liberals were in there then.
You cannot blame us for that.

MR. NEARY: It could be argued,I suppose,
it could be argued that in a crisis, in a time when the
economy is practically ruined, I suppose one could argue
that there is more social unrest, that people drink more,
there are more domestic squabbles and more domestic problems,
that there is more theft and shoplifting because people are
hungry, and when people get hungry they will do desperate
things, And the reason they are hungry is because of the
policies of this administration. Therefore, Mr. Speaker,
what do the administration that caused this problem,

what do they do? Do they look at it in a positive way

and say ~ ywe are going to start new business and industry,
that we are going to negotiate an agreement on the offshore,
that we are going to start the development of the Lower _
Churchill Falls? Is that what they say when the%rcause that
problem, that cancer, that they have caused in this
Province as a result of their mismanagement of the
resources? Is that what they do, Mr. Speaker, start new
industries? No, they decide that the best way to handle
this is to build jails so that we can throw them all in
jail. Mr. Speaker, I am making what I consider to be a
pretty good comparison here of Liberalism and Toryism,

the difference between Liberalism and Toryism, The big
difference, Mr. Speaker, Liberalism,compassionate -

MR. TULK: Social conscience -
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MR. NEARY: —gocial conscience, a party of
the people -

MR. DINN: And very few people.

MR..NEARY: . - Mr. Speaker, a party that did not

build jails to throw people in once they created social
unrest.

Mr. Speaker, I heard the hon.
the Premier come into this House today and he took great
pride in announcing - let us get the scenario now -
the hon. Premier caﬁe in and took great pride in making
an announcement that the production at Wabush Mines this
year would be up instead of down and that there would be
no down time., Now,who started the Wabush Mines?

AN HON. MEMBER: I would say that God had a good hand in it.

MR. NEARY: ’ I see. _Well, Mr. Speaker, the
name that the hon. gentleman just utéered hgppened to be
the gentleman who started that mine that the Premier was
so proud today, and delighted, to take a little bit of

credit fore.
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AN HON. MEMBER: I do not know the man, do you?
MR. NEARY: I see.

Now, Mr. Speaker, instead of
opening new mines, instead of opening new fish plants and
revitilizing the fishery in this Province to try to eliminate
that social unrest that they have created as a result of
their mismanagement of the resources of this Province and
the economy of this province, instead of doing that, instead
of saying, 'Yes, we have made blunders and mistakes and
we are causing all kinds of suffering and unrest amongst
our people who are hungry, who are sending their children
to school poofly clad', Mr. Speaker, making long waiting
lists for people who want to get into hospital to get
surgery done, Mr. Speaker, instread of that, instead of
developing a positive plan, Mr. Speaker, build jails and
courthouses and get people behind bars. They figure if

you can get enough -

MR. WARREN: How much money did Mr. Ryan get?
MR. DINN: Nothing. Why do you not go

outside the House and say it? You do not have the guts.
MR. NEARY: Now, look, if the hon. gentleman

wants to fight would he please go down to the YMCA.

MR, DINN: I am answering your colleague.
MR. NEARY: If the Minister of Labour and

Manpower (Mr. Dinn) wants to scrap, would he please go down
to the ¥YMCA, or, better still, go down to the YWCA.

MR. DINN: I know the hon. membeyr does not
want one, (inaudible) through the door the other day.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, would T be so low
as to get down and roll in the mud with the hon. gentleman
or any other hon. dgentleman iIn this House? Wauld I stoop

so low, Mr. Speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.
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MR. NEARY: Nothing would give them greater
pleasure, Mr. Speaker, than the Leader of the Opposition to
become embrcoiled in fisticuffs with hon. gentlmen there
opposite., But hon. gentlemen there opposite may get a little
bit of a shock if they ever get the Leader of the Opposition's
dander up, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: They may get the shock of their
lives. I may have Winter in my hair but I have Summer in my
heart.

Now, Mr. Speaker, to come back
to the argument I was making here. Mr. Speaker, I was
comparing Liberal development. Now, Mr. Speaker, the health
care programme, the children's health care programme, year

nine, the only one of its kind in

o
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MR. NEARY: North America, came into effect.

Now, Mr. Speaker, just listen to this. Listen to this. Now,
would you call this a reform? Would my hon. friend for Port

. au Port (Mr. Hodder) consider this as a revolutionary mcasure?
On this one item.alone, Mr. Speaker, you could hang up your hat

and lie down and say I have given my all to my country and to my

province.
AN HON. MEMBER: This is not going to be reported.
MR. NEARY: Just listen, phase one provided

that all children under -

MR. DINN: That John C. Doyle got a dollar
per ton for every ton of ore taken out of Labrador.

MR. NEARY: Now, look, Mr. Speaker, could

you ask the Minister of Labour and Manpower (Mr. Dinn), Sir,

who seems to be beside himself, somebody must have touched a
nerve with the hon. gentleman. I do not mind being interrupted,

Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: T do not mind at all being

interrupted. As a matter of fact, if I had not had so many
interruptions in the last four or five days I would have been
finished my little talk now, my few remarks. And as long as
they keep interrupting me, Mr. Speaker, I will just plough

on, because what I have to say I am going to say. Hon. gentle-
men there opposite may not like it.

MR. BAIRD: Well, we will have to get a shovel,

it is going up to your neck.

MR. WARREN: : What about the unoccupied space?
MR. NEARY: Oh, you mentioned the unoccupied

space, well, the Auditor General knows about that. What is

new about that? That is another one of their policies, when
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MR. NEARY: they are shutting down

hospital beds. When they are closing down hospital beds

they gave their buddies, their bagmen for the party, they rent

some office space from pim and then do not occupy it.
That is a new one, Mr. Speaker.

Now, Mr. Speaker, phase one
provided that all children under sixteen would receive free
out-patient service in hospitals, hospital ward services,
diagnostic services to children admitted to hospital-

Mr. Speaker, the first in the world, Your Honour,I believe,

is from across the Atlantic. I do not know if the medical
health care programme in England,which is probably considered
to be one of the finest in the world,I would imagine - I am

not sure whether it is better than the one in Sweden or not,
perhaps my hon. friend can tell us when he takzs part in the debate.

But for the first time in North America a government introduced
a children's health care plan right here on this poor old
Island, this poor old rock.

Now, Mr. Speaker, who is
putting the gears to the children's health care plan and
the dental plan? |
MR.ANDNWB: John C. Doyle.

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr. Speaker, he must

have a long gear shift between here and Panama.

MR. DINN: Well, you would know, he was
here long enough.

MAR. ANDREWS: lle has connections between here
and Panama.

MR. NEARY: Now, let us see what else

happened in year nine. A new hospital for Carboner.
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MR. NEARY:

And the other day the Premier went over to Carbonear for a
little Tory do they had over there,and decided to go do&n
and visit the hospital. He was two hours late,but he
finally got there, because the teachers were liﬁed up

waiting for the hon. gentleman to arrive.

MR. BAIRD: Rod Moores was not there thoudh.
MR. WARREN: Apparently he was very testy

with the teachers.
MR. NEARY: And not only that, was very

testy with the teachers.

MR. HOUSE: Who built that hospital?
MR. WARREN: What hospital are you talking about?
MR. HOUSE: Did you say that the Liberals

built that hospital in Carbonear?

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I have to come back

to this, while I am reminded, Mr. Speaker, this is priceless,

talking about teachers. I have to read this.

MR. HOUSE: You were not talking about teachers; you wé;e t&lking about hoépitals.
MR, NEARY: Just listen to this, Mr. Speaker,

this is a letter to the editer in today's Daily News. I want

hon. gentlemen there opposite to listen to this.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!

MR. NEARY: Pardon?

AN HON., MEMBER: (Inaudible) make your own decisions.
MR. NEARY: Well, hon. gentlemen can keep an

open mind if they want to on this letter. They can keep an
open mind because I am not going to make any comment on it
apart from just reading the letter for the benefit of hon.

gentlemen there opposite.
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DR. COLLINS: I think he is out of oxder,

Mr. Speaker.

MR. NEARY: No, I am right in order,

Mr. Speaker. The hon. gentlemen is ocut of order by

interrupting me.

DR. COLLINS: You are very experienced in

the House, you know when you are in order and when-you ére

not.

MR. NEARY: Listen to this, Mr. Speaker.
"Dear Brian: During your last

election campaign, I was delighted to be able to distribute

your campaign literature and try to convince -

AN HON. MEMBER: That was written by a Liberal,

he would not sign his name.
MR. NEARY: ) Mr. Speaker, could I have silence
please?

"I was delighted to be able to
distribute yvour campaign literature and try to convince voters
to give you their support. However, since then, for a number
of reasons, I have had many doubts about the wisdom of my
actions.

(1) Your mismanagement of the offshore
negotiations: I sincerely believe that your arrcgant and stubborn
stance on this issue has caused Newfoundland to lose its last
chance at becoming a have province. Had you been more concilliatory,

and more importantly, listened to your colleagues,
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MR. NEARY: in particular Mr. Leoc Barry, I think
. a compromising position could have been reached which would
have benefited all concerned, (2) Your refusal to allow
the federal government to channel money into our educational
system: For example, the school in which I teach may have
gotten a desperately needed playing field, landscaping and

a coat of paint. None of this will be done in the foreseeable
futher because of your interference, if new legislation

is required to accommodate this funding, why not introduce it?
Let me go back again, 'none of this will be done in the
foreseeable future because of your interference. (3)

Your unwillingness to negotiate a contract with the NTA:

We realize that this Province is not a wealthy one and that
can ill-afford to put much more money into education. But,
can we afford not to? Why can your government not at least
sit down at the negotiating table and talk to teachers,or
have the decency to say publicly that your whole objective is
to save money to offset that which your government spent
wastefully? (4) Your use of municipal governments as
scapegoats for your inability to handle the finances of

this Province: Your government has forced municipalities

to increase taxes to the point where citizens are unable

to pay. I refgr specifically to the 15 per cent debt

charges which municipalities must pay to the provincial
government as well as your reduction in the general grant

to municipal governments of fifty cents per head of
population to forty-five cents per head. These maneouvers
have forced municipal governments to increase their taxes,
and thus take the flak for you who forced them upon the
people. Because of these issues,I feel unccemfortable

about having tried to help you win your last election. In
fact,it is getting to the point where I feel embarrassed about

having voted for vou. I know this is true also for many, many
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MR. NEARY: of your other previous supporters.

If you wish to maintain the support you got during your last

election,I believe you should try to tone down your arrogant

behaviour and be more like the understanding, compassionate and

likeable fellow we thought we elected. Signed Harold Payne."
Now, Mr. Spea#er, that is typical

of the attitude and the feeling of
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MR. NEARY:

the people throughout this Province at the present time
towards the Premier and the administration. Very well
put. I say, 'Hear, hear!' to Mr. Payne, who took his

pen in hand of his own free will and wrote this letter
and signed his name and did not care who saw it or who
read it. Mr. Speaker, it is a symptom of what is
happening in this Province. I do not know if Your
Honour is one of the dissidents on the opposite side

who is going to follow the member for Mount Scio

(Mr. Barry) when he forms his own party. We hear reports
that the member for Mount Scio has a following. And,

Mr. Speaker, when the hon. gentleman reads these kinds

of letters in the daily newspapers, is it any wonder

that he would be concerned and he would want to take a
view opposite to that of his party, that he refuses to
toe the party line? Is the member for Grand Bank

(Mr. Matthews) going to follow the member for Mount Scio?
Or is the hon. gentleman going to turn his back on his
constituents just to please the Premier? I believe the

hon. the member for Grand Bank would follow.

MR. WARREN: Oh, yves, he is on the list.
MR. NEARY: He is on the 1list.

Mr, Speaker, I believe I have
to table this document. I would be quite happy to do so,
Mr. Speaker. I will lay it on theqtable of the House so
that if hon. gentlemen want to have copies for their
constituents they can go and have them Xeroxed and sent
out just to show what is happening throughout this Province.
Now, getting on with Health,
what happened in year nine? A new hospital was built in
Carbonear. The isolation ward for children started at

the General Hospital, Shea and Cowan wards remodelled at
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MR. NEARY: the General Hospital and

financial assistance for a new Grace General Hospital.
Year ten, phase two of the

Children's Health Care programme came into effect.

Under it, all children under sixteen,
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MR. NEARY: the only one in North America,
to receive free medical and surgical services. Not bad,
Mr. Speaker, for a government that did not do anything
in this Province! 01d Perlican hospital was enlarged
the next year,

Year twelve, 1960 - 1961,
Placentia hospital was enlarged - no cutbacks. Any sign
of any cutbacks? Twelve years now, I am up to twelve
years of a Liberal administration.

This hon. crowd have been
there eleven years and they have built jails, their
priority is building jails and courthouses and shutting
down hospital beds at the same time. And, Mr. Speaker,
here, in eleven years of Liberalism, the first eleven
years of Liberalism -

Mr. Speaker, I am so happy
to see my colleague, my brother from Ottawa, seated in
the Speaker's gallery today. Perhaps Your Honour has
a note; he may wish to welcome -
MR, ROBERTS: I will write the note; you carry on.
MR, NEARY: Oh, he has not received the
note yet. Before Your Honour has an opportunity to
welcome our federal minister who spoke to the J.C.s
today on Air-Sea Rescue, Mr. Speaker, let me say to my
hon, friend, no matter what he said today - and I did
not hear the hon. gentleman's speech; I am told a copy
is being sent to me, I am happy to hear that. T will
read it in great detail, But let me say this to the
hon., gentleman: First of all, I want to welcome him
to this poor old Province of ours,
MR. SPEAKER: Order, please!

May I interrupt the hon. member

for one minute?
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MR. NEARY: Sure, go ahead.

MR. SPEARKER (Avlward): It gives me great pleasure to

welcome to our House of Assembly the hon. Giles Lamontagne,

Minister of National Defence.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I have to say

this to my hon. and dear and beloved colleague from the
federal Liberal Party, that no matter what he told the

J.C.s today - ana no doubt the hon. gentleman picked and
chose his words, he was careful in what he was saying

and no doubt he was well received by the J.C.s who, last
year, if hon. members will recall, circulated a petition,

I believe, and.took it to Ottawa to have‘improvements made

in the Air-Sea Rescue services in this Province. But no
matter how hard the hon. gentleman tried today, how carefully

he picked his words, tomorrow or the next day we
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NEARY :

will hear hon. gentlemen there opposite condemn and criticize

the

federal government for lack of Air-Sea Rescue Services

in this Province. I will forecast that, I will make a

prediction and, Mr. Speaker, 1t may be before the day is over,

but

I can guarantee you this, that the minister may not get

word of that from this Province, he may not get the newspapers

or hear the radio reports,and then again he may, but I will

also make the hon. jentleman another prediction,that Mr.

McGrath,MP, Mr. Speaker, there is no way that you can satisfy

the

man. This is his pet project. He is jealous about that.

He will not let anybody else have that issue. This crowd

over across the way trvy to c¢limb aboard his band wagon

once in awhile,but he is very jealous of it.

MR. ROBERTS: That is when they are not calling
him a traitor.

MR. NEARY: Parden?

MR. ROBERTS: That is when they are not calling

him a traitor.

MR. NEARY: That is right. When they are

not calling him a traitor or saying he was the worst minister -
Mr. McGrath I am talking about. When Mr. McGrath was Minister

of Fisheries for nine months not only was he a traitor

but

the hon. crowd said that he was the worst Fisheries

Minister in Canada's whole history.

MR.

TOBIN: You were the worst Minister of

Social Services. The Mifflin Report tells you that,

all

you

MR.

the scandal. The Mifflin Report tells vou what

were like when vcu were a member.

NEARY: - Mr. Speaker, I have to say this

in the presence of my colleague from Ottawa, that we deeply

appreciate his interest in this Province. It is too bad
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MR. NEARY: that we could not invite the
hon. gentleman to come in on the floor of the House

to address the Legislature. I suppose we could do it
by mutual agreement. Theése things probably would have
to be - and the hon. minister may be embarrassed, maybe
he would not want to come in. But it would be very
interesting to have the minister come in and tell us about
the improvements in Air-Sea Rescue in this Province and
tell us the plans that they have on the table to improve
the system, Mr. Speaker, in this Province.

MR. TOBIN: Tell us what vou said about
the federal departmént yesterday.

MR. NEARY: - Mr. Speaker, I do not know if
in the House of Commons - I have sat in the House of
Commons on a number of occasions, and Westminster, I have

been in every legislature, I believe,
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MR. NEARY: every Legislature, I believe,
across Canada, I believe I have, and I have been in the House
of Commons in Ottawa on numerous occasions and I have been

at Westminster, the Mother of Parliament, but I do not
believe in all of my travels that I have found a member who
is so ill-mannered as the member for Burin - Placentia West
(Mr. Tobin). I have been seven weeks now trying to encourage
the hon. gentleman to go out and take a course in self-
improvement, in good manners and in etiquette, Mr. Speaker.
The hon. gentleman could do his constituents a big favour.

A lady I know very well down town, Mrs. McBride, is

advertising a course in etiquette, good manners and self-

improvement.
MR. ROBERTS: We will pay for it.
MR. NEARY: And, Mr. Speaker, we would gladly

take up a collection on this side of the House to pay for that
course for the hon. gentleman. So I am glad to see my
colleague here. And I want to react to an interruption from
the other side and I want to say to my hon. colleague that

we are all Liberals, good, faithful, dedicated Liberals. But
there comes a time, Mr. Speaker, when we have disagreements

and T believe that is allowed under our democratic system.

MR. MARSHALL: (Inaudible).

MR. NEARY: Pardon?

MR. MARSHALL: When have you ever had a disagreement?
MR. NEARY: Yesterday I expressed some criticism

of the way that Mr. De Bane is being treated as federal Minister
of Fisheries. I am not at all happy and while the minister is
here, I do not want to embarrass him, he may as well hear what
we have to say, what we think as Liberals in this Province

about appointing a minister in name only and_then giving his

duties and his responsibilities to an bureaucrat.
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MR. ROBERTS: You are not speaking of this minister?
MR. NEARY: No, not this minister. This

minister, I do not think, would not stand for it.

MR. MORGAN: Mr. De Bane is the best minister they have ever had.
MR. NEARY: He is a good man, I like him.

I like the federal Minister of Fisheries (Mr. De Bane). I

think he is a great man.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

MR. NEARY: Well, Mr.Speaker, I have to
agree with hon. gentlemen there opposite that Mr. De Bane
is a fine gentleman and he means well.

MR. MORGAN: Hear, hear.

MR. NEARY: And I think if he was left
alone that he would do a job for the fisheries in Atlantic
Canada. But, Mr. Speaker, the time has come to terminate
the mandate of that super-bureaucrat who is knocking the
legs out from under the federal Minister of Fisheries.
Now, no doubt I will be criticized by hon. gentlemen there
opposite. They will say, 'Well,you are all the same Party'.
Well, if we cannot have a disagreement within our own Party,
what kind of a courtry are we liying in, Mr. Speaker?

Why can we not have a disagreement? I am one of these
people who do not agree under the parliamentary system,

the British parliamentary system of government, that a

minister should be dedicated to, should
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MR. NEARY: have his responsibilities
and hi; duties taken over by a bureaucrat or a Cabinet
Committee. I do not agree with that. If I were a minister
in a government that did that I would turn in my badge, I
would not put up with it. And I say that, Mr. Speaker, not
that I want the hon. gentleman to take it back to Ottawa

but I am merely illustrating that there can be differences
between provincial parties and federal parties. If the system
did not work that way, Mr. Speaker, we may as well all move
to Russia and live. That is what that crowd over there would
like. So everytime we mention something, a little bit of
criticism of Ottawa, of something we do not like, maybe a
break down in communications, well, Mr. Speaker, they do not
like to hear it because, I guess, we are kind of stealing
their march on them. So I want the minister to report back
to his colleagues that down here we are good Liberals, that
we want to see a Liberal government re-elected in Canada

and that we will do everything in our power, Mr. Speaker,

as a provincial Liberal Party to send back six Liberal:MPs
to Ottawa and help elect a Liberal Government.

MR. MORGAN: Why did you attack the Federal

Minister of Fisheries (Mr. De Bane) yesterday?

MR. NEARY: I certainly did not attack him.
MR. MORGAN: You did attack him.
MR. NEARY: I certainly did not.

Is the hon. gentleman saying that because I asked that the
Federal Minister of Fisheries reassess his position within
the Federal Cabinet, does he interpret that as an attack on

the federal minister?

MR. MORGAN: Yesterday you demanded that he
resign.
MR. NEARY: I certainly did not demand that

he resign.
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MR. MORGAN: Yes, you did on CBC, a radio
broadcast in the morning.

MR. NEARY: I certainly did not.

MR. TOBIN: You said any minister worth

his salt should resign.

MR. NEARY: I said that the minister should

reassess his position within the Federal Cabinet.

MR. TOBIN: You said he should resign.

MR. ANDREWS: And Simmons should resign, and
Rompkey.

MR. NEARY: Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not

know if they have the same ruckus in the House of Commons
as we have here. It is very difficult to make a speech.

It is very, very difficult indeed.

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. SPEAKER (Avlward): Order, please!
MR. MEARY: Mr. Speaker, it is very difficult

to make a speech in this House without being rudely interrupted

by hon. gentlemen there opposite.
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MR.NEARY: I recall one day recently,
only about ten days ago - and this has to be a record-
one member of the government benches was called to order
by the Chair thirty times in one afternoon. Mr.Speaker,
that has to be some kind of a record. If the

Guiness Book of World Records could get hold of that the

hon. member for Burin-Placentia West (Mr.Tobin) would
make a mark in politics for breaking the rules of this
hon. House. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am glad to see the hon. -
gentleman here now. I was dealing with eleven years of
Toryism . compared to eleven years of Liberalism, the

first eleven years of Confederation, in the development
of health care and I was showing the difference between
the philosophy, the ideology of the Liberal party and

the Tory party. In eleven years of Toryism all they are
doing is shutting down hospital beds, cutting back

health services. And while they are doing this, shutting
down hospital beds in every hospital in Newfoundland and
waiting lists for people wanting to get in for emergency
surgery are the length of the floor of this House, the
hon. Minister of Health (Mr. House) tells us nobody is
suffering as a result of this gross mismanagement on the
part of this administration, Mr. Speaker.

MR.HOUSE: Not as bad as I am suffering
listening to you.

MR.NEARY: And while they are doing
this they are opening jails, they are building jails and
courthouses. Now, Mr.Speaker, I have shown members what
the Liberal government did in the first eleven years of
Confederation and now I am going on to year twelve.
MR.TOBIN: The people on Social assistance,
you tried to starve them to death. Do not tell me I worked
for social services. You are the fellow who said let them

starve. I know what you did for the people on Social Assistance.
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' MR.NEARY: Yes, the hon. member for
Burin-Placentia West (Mr.Tobin), when he was a social

worker, said let them starve.

MR.TOBIN: That is why they all voted
for me.
MR.NEARY: That was the hon. gentleman's

policy, let them starve. 'We have no bread, give them cake.'
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MR. TOBIN: There is no Mifflin Report about
it. BAny decent man would have resigned.
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, here it is, year twelve,
Placentia Hospital enlarged; financial assistance to St. Clare's,
new School of Nursing and for the Nurses' Residence; cobalt
therapy unit began to operate in General Hospital; new
diagnostic wing operating in General Hospital; new airplane
ambulance began to operate; larger airplane ambulance provided
for Sst. Anthony Hospital; new airplane ambulance provided for
North West River Hospital.

Year thirteen, Gander Hospital
opened; nurses' home at the General Hospital opened.
MR. BAIRD: Wait until you come up to 1971
and see what you have to say.
MR. HISCOCK: They have cancelled the Nursing
Assistants' Training Programme.
MR. NEARY: ' That is the comparison I am making
between the Liberal years and the ?ory years. Under a Liberal
regime everything was developing, building, opening: Eleven
vears of Toryism, everything closing down, highest taxes in
Canada, record unemployment,the highest cost of living, worst
unemployment since the Depression and close down hospital beds
right, left and centre.

Mr. Speaker, let me come to a very
important matter, a very important matter indeed. In 1962-63,
year fourteen of Confederation, could hon. members there opposite
tell this House what major development took place in the field
of health in this Province? I will give them all a guess. Could
hon. gentlemen there opposite, and there are about fifteen or

eighteen or twenty of them over there now, could hon. gentlemen
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MR. NEARY: tell this House what great Liberal
development took place in the field of health improvement in
this Province in the years 1962/63? Now the Minister of

Health (Mr. House) surely should be able to -

MR. BARRY: The minister resigned.
MR. NEARY: Well, if he did he had more courage

than the member for Mount Scio (Mr. Barry) has to snipe at his
colleagues. The hon. gentleman was not in the House the other
day when I used that quotation from Winston Churchill. I said

either his colleagues respond
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MR. NEARY: to his good sense, or the
member must carry his good sense to its logical
conclusion. And to quote the late Winston Churchill:
"Crying ineffectively in a wilderness is bad politics and
is self-defeating." And, as I said, I am sure the hon.
gentleman's ambitions are a little higher than that.
S0, Mr. Speaker, if I were the hon. gentleman, I would
not shout nasty remarks across the House about resigning.

Mr. Speaker, can any hon. lady or
gentleman there opposite tell this House what great Liberal
reform, what revolutionary idea, took place in this Province
in year fourteen of Confederation in the field of health
care development? Can the Minister of Education (Ms Verge),
who once made a statement publicly that Mr. Smallwood was
a crook and they were all crooks associated with Mr. Smallwood,
could that minister tell this House what great reform this
crook introduced in this Province in year fourteen of Confederation?
MR. BAIRD: They were not crooks, they just
handled the taxpayers' money awkwardly.
MR. NEARY: Well, perhaps, Mr. Speaker,
those there opposite who have less hair than I do, who
are a little older, perhaﬁs they can remember, perhaps they
can recall what happened in year fourteen of Confederation.
Perhaps hon. gentlemen there opposite who are shedding
their coats, getting a little thin on the top side, getting
over the hill - perhaps the hon. gentleman, the President
of the Council (Mr. Marshall) who, I believe - no, he was
not in the House then. What happened in the development
of health care?

Well, listen to this, Mr. Speaker.
What I am about to announce now, Mr. Speaker, what T am
about to say, on this one project alone, any government

would be entitled
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MR.NEARY: to be re-elected, would be
entitled to stay in power forever, would be entitled to
all the praise and accolades that you could muster in this
Province. Any government who just carried out this.one
project alone -

MR.HOUSE: It must have been Medicare.
MR.NEARY: No, it is not Medicare. I
will give the hon. gentleman three guesses. He has had
one. I am not talking about Medicare, that other great
Liberal reform. This one project alone, Mr.Speaker -
MR.STAGG: Mothers' allowance.
MR.NEARY: ’ No, not mothers' allowance.
Would the Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mrs Newhook)

care to take a guess? The Minister of Municipal Affairs,
being of the same vintage, I would think, as Mr. Smallwood
might want to make a guess.

MR.ANDREWS : The resettlement programme.
MR.NEARY: Mr.Speakér, hon. gentlemen
cannot guess? Mr. Speaker, perhaps the member for St. John's
North (Mr.Carter), who does not have a good word -
MR.HICKEY: Mothers' allowance.
MR.NEARY: No not mothers' allowance
but I will give the hon. gentleman credit for trying.
MR.ANDREWS: Mr. Smallwood brought Mr.
Doyle to Newfoundland, is that the year it happened?
MR.NEARY: The hon. gentleman can go

to the bottom of the class.

MR.NEARY : Now, Mr. Speaker, what
about the member for Bay of Islands (Mr.Woodrow)?

MR .WOODROW: They took possibly the

hospital- ship Lady Anderson off the run.

SOME HON.MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
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MR.NEARY: It is a good try, a good
try. I will give the hon. gentleman full marks for
trying. He can move up in the class. Now would any

other hon. gentleman care to have a little go, have a

guess?
MR.TOBIN: What is the question?
MR .NEARY : The question is, 'What

great development took‘place in the fourteenth year of
Confederation in this Province in the way of development
of health care services in this Province between 1962
and 1963? Perhaps the member for Grand Falls (Mr.Simms),
who is more civilized than the member for Burin-Placentia
West (Mr.Tobin), would care to take a shot at it. Perhaps
the hon. gentleman would care to take a shot at it. Not
interested?

MR.SIMMS: I am not interested in
playing the game.

MR.NEARY: You are not interested in
this project one of the most significant developments

in health care in this Province? Would the member

for Conception Bay South (Mr.Butt) care to take a little
dart at it?

MR .MORGAN: Medicare.

MR.NEARY: No, it was not Medicare.
The hon. Minister of Fisheries (Mr.Morgan) is on the
right track.

MR.SIMMS: Most of us were not born
then, 'Steve'.

MR,NEARY : ’You were not born.

MR.BUTT: Is he getting hot?
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MR.NEARY: So, therefore, the hon.
gentleman not being born, then, the hon. gentleman has

not read any history, he knows nothing about history.

He is qguite prepared to come inte the House, like so

many of his colleagues, make irresponsible, off-the-

cuff statements maligning the former Liberal administration

without anything to back it up.
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MR. SIMMS: If you were 40 years old then,
you would be 60 now, right?
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman is out

having $400,000 bash -

MR. SIMMS: That is right.
MR. NEARY: ~ while the administration

that he represents is closing down hospital beds and closing
down beds at the Children's Janeway Hospital, and the hon.
gentleman tries to justify it by saying, 'Look what it is going
to do for tourism.' Mr. Speaker, that is a gamble. The hon.

gentleman wants to know.

MR. HICKEY: - Will you satisfy my curiosity?
MR.NEARY: Well, I will see if I can

stop the hon. gentleman's curiosity.

Development of health, year
fourteen of Confederation, 1962-1963. The Liberal Government
of this Province took over the empty military hospital at Fort
Pepperrell and announced that it would be turned into a great

300-bed Children's Hospital -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
MR. NEARY: - the Janeway Children's Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, now what is happening today? What is the news

today on the Children's Hospital? What news did we hear in

this House today about the Janeway Hospital? What we heard today
is there are going to be cutbacks in services, that children

now will have to pick the time of year they want to get sick,

the parents will have to call the weatherman, they will have

to buy barometers and go over and give it a tap to see if it is
Summer before you can get sick. 'Are we into Summer yet; ‘before
they are allowed to get sick, 'or is Summer past?' 'Is Summer
over yet or has it begun? because if not I am not allowed to

get sick.' Now when a child rushes in to its mother or father in
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MR. NEARY: bad physical condition, poor
physical condition, the mother or the father will have to say,
'I am sorry, but Summer just started and beds are closed and
they have cut back £here.'

MR. ANDREWS: You know, you were right.

Any government should have been re-elected -

MR. NEARY: On that one item alone, just that
one project alone, any government in the world that built

the first Children's Hospital and the best in Canada, a
reputation throughout North America unequalled, any government

would be
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MR.NEARY:

entitled to coast along for the next hundred

yvears but because of the dirt and filth and Tory lies, Mr,
Speaker, because of the way that Mr. Smallwood and his
administration were maligned and accused of corruption

and wrongdoing, because of Mr. Crosbie's slander and
liable and the witch-hunts - no wonder they had the name of
'witch-hunt' on people who are still sitting in this House!
And then the hon. gentleman stands up in this House

and says, 'Ch, innuendo.' We have the goods in reports

like the report in connection with Hydro. Here are the
goods in black and white by an independent group of
chartered accountants showing mismanagement énd incompetence
in Newfoundland Hydro, and what does the hon. gentleman
accuse us of? Innuendo, personal attacks. Does he agree
to an enquiry that he was pushing when he was on this

side of the House? Does he agree to that or allow the
Auditor General to go in? No. He accuses me and the
Opposition members of slander and innuendo. What was

the hon. gentleman's nickname when he was on this side

of the House and then when he went over to the opposite
side? What was his nickname? 'Witch-hunt.' They called
him'Witch=hunt." Now , Mr. Speaker, that one project alone
would have been sufficient for a government to reast
along for the next hundred years,

Mr. Speaker, but is that all the Liberal government did

in year fourteen? No, Sir. They also provided financial
assistance to St. Clare's Hospital and the hospital boat

Phillip Little put into commission in White Bay. Now I

am going to skip over some of this because I think T
have said enough, I have §iven enough illustrations, Mr.

Speaker, to show hon. members the difference between Liberalism
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MR. NEARY: and Torvism. I believe this has
to be said, Mr. Speaker, because for eleven years in this
Province all we have heard is downgrading, criticism and
comdemnation of Mr. Smallwood and the Liberal administration.
That is all we have heard. And if you have been hearing
that for eleven years, Mr. Speaker, some people are likely
to start believing it, especially people who were only six

and seven years of age at the time the

36735



May 3, 1983 Tape No. 1708 NM - 1

MR. NEARY: Tories took over in this Province,

who have now been brainwashed for eleven years by the Tories.

MR. TULK: We are changing that.
MR. NEARY: That is right. That is changing.

Mr. Speaker, eleven years of
propaganda, anti-Smallwoodism, anti-Canadianism flowing from the
lips of hon. gentlemen there opposite is bound to have an effect
on people's thinking, especially young people who are growing
up. In all they have heard for eleven years, they have not heard
this stuff that I am giving out now. As a matter of fact, some
hon. gentlemen there opposite may be learning for the first

time & little bit about the history of this Province.

MR. ANDREWS: What about the last four or five
years?
MR. NEARY: I was doing year fifteen, and perhaps

the member for Grand Falls (Mr. Simms) might want to cock his
ear a little bit. He is in the same place now, Mr. Speaker,
that Mr. Walsh was. The hon. gentleman would be an expert on
Mr. Walsh, I am sure.

The hon. gentleman very conveniently
forgets. Well, we know all about Mr., Walsh, and Mr. Moores, and
Mr. Ryan. We know all about these people, too.

Mr. Speaker, the member for

Grand Falls may want to cock his ear because in that year -

MR. SIMMS: What is this again now?
MR. NEARY: - year fifteen of Confederation,

a hospital was opened in Grand Falls: Does the hon. gentleman

consider that to be a remarkable accomplishment? Is that a
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MR. NEARY: remarkable achievement? It is

a remarkable achievement. Hon. gentlemen will concede that.
But now why is the hon. gentleman not up objecting to closing
down beds and closing out the Nursing Assistants' School at
the Grand Falls Hospital?

MR. SIMMS: Mr. Speaker, the thing is that T
cannot hear what you are saying, my son. I do not know

what you are saying at all. I cannot make any sense out of

it.
MR. NEARY: Well, the Minister of Health

(Mr. House) told us today in this House in reply to questions
that there will be layoffs at the Grand Falls Hospital, that
the Nursing Assistants' School will end at the Grand Falls
Hospital, and that they will probably have to close down some
beds for the Summer months.

MR. SIMMS: That was announced last week by
the board out in Grand Falls.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, why is the hon.

gentleman not up objecting to it?

MR. SIMMS: I am not happy to see that happen.
MR. NEARY: You are not happy to see it happening

but you are not objecting to it. We have not heard the hon.

gentleman stand in this House and raise a voice of protest -

MR. TULK: No courage. No courage.
MR. SIMMS: I listen and I report to my

constituents, not to you.

MR. NEARY: I see.
MR. SIMMS: You speak for your constituents and

I will speak for mine.

MR. TOBIN: ’ According to the letters I get from

LaPoile, you will not represent them much longer.
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MR. NEARY: I was driving around Central
Newfoundland one day and I heard the hon. gentleman on
radio complaining about something that was so untrue,

so untrue, and I meant to bring it to his attention but

it has slipped my mind now for the time being, but it
will come back to me. But anyway, there was a hospital
opened in Grand Falls, there was a hospital opened in
Happy Valley. And listen to this, Mr. Speaker: In 1963 -
1964, a hospital opened on Bell Island. And then the

Grand Bank Hospital was enlarged and improved.

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!
MR. STAGG: What year was that?
MR. NEARY: Year fifteen, 1963 - 1964.

Year sixteen, reconstruction of
the Janeway Centre; Gander the James Peyton Memorial
Hospital opened; in Happy Valley, the Paddon Hospital opened;
in Baie Verte, the M. J. Boylen Hospital opened, and the
St. Anthony Hospital and the Corner Brook Hospital were
enlarged.
MR. ANDREWS: Why did you not read some

editorial from The Evening Telegram of that era?

MR. NEARY: ’ Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt
about it, hon. gentlemen are beginning to hurt. They are
beginning, Mr. Speaker, to react.

MR. HODDER: Because of the contrast between
now and then.

MR. NEARY: That is right. What I am doing
is I am drawing a contrast betweén now and then. And,

Mr. Speaker, how can Your Honour stomach it, with all
these great accomplishments?

. Yesterday I hit the Department
of Fisheries, today I am going through the Department of
Health. And just listen. I want hon. gentlemen to listen
to this statistic, which is very, very important. The

T.B. death rate, which was 104 -
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MR. DINN: All we had was pestilence and
disease when the Liberals were in.

MR. NEARY: If the hon. gentleman will just
excuse me for a moment, this is a very important statistic.
The T.B. death rate, which was 104 in 1948, 'has been

brought down to 5 this year.'

MR. HODDER: What disease have you guys wiped
out?

MR. BAIRD: Liberalism!

MR, TULK: What year of Confederation was
that?

MR, NEARY: ‘ Year sixteen. The general death

rate in 1949 was down to 12. The infant mortality rate in
1949 in this Province was 59.

MR. TULK: What year was that?
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MR. NEARY: In 1949, the year we joined
Confederation, the infant mortality rate was 59; 1in the sixteenth
year of Confederation the infant mortality rate was down to
twenty-eight.

Mr. Speaker, year seventeen,
Labrador City, the Captain William Jakcman Hospital opened and
the Walter Templeman Hopsital on Bell Island. What great
accomplishments. What magnificant accomplishments.

Year eighteen, the Janeway
Child Health Centre opened at Fort Pepperrell. The first of
the sixteen patients admitted that first day was five year old
Donna Wall from Happy Valley, Labrador. By the end of 1982
the hospital had gone from zero doctors to 150 medical doctors
and 750 other staff. And children are treated in this hospital
from all parts of the Province, and later from St. Pierre, at
the Janeway Hospital. About 6,000 patients and abour 90,000
out-patients are treated each year. Mr. Speaker, to the end
of 1982, one million children have passed through the doors
of that hospital. What a magnificant accomplishment. Now
they are going to shut down parts of that hospital. They should
be ashamed of themselves, Mr. Speaker.

Year nineteen, the Medical
School started at Memorial University, a virtually new hospital
was started in St. Anthony, and the hospital at Stephenville
was named in honour of Sir Thomas Roddick.
MR. TULK: Are you going to go through
education like that?
MR. NEARY: Well, it depends. If I keep
getting interruptions I will never get finished before six
o'clock this evening.

Mr. Speaker, year twenty-two,
Burgec Hospital was enlarged. Year twenty-three, construction
of a big new hospital for Carbonear started, the town's

second hospital.
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MR. TULK: A second one?
MR. NEARY: Yes, and the government organized

a new land ambulance service, the first time in the history
of this ?rovince. Not bad, Mr. Speaker. I have just merely
skimmed over, I have only scratched the surface, Mr. Speaker.
But I hope that I have shown hon. members of this House

the difference between Liberalism and Toryism. Is it any
wonder, I say to my colleague, the President of our Party,
the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk), is it any wonder that

young people are gravitating towards the Liberal Party

in droves? You know, Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague will

be making a statement tomorrow morning, and I do not want

to upstage the hon. gentleman, but I want to say this,

a few weeks ago we planned a Young Liberals convention for
Grand Falls. We started planning several weeks ago and,

Mr. Speaker, do you know
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MR. NEARY: within the last week or ten

days that we have had to move the convention from Grand Falls

to Gander because of lack of accommodation? They could not
accommodate_the large numbers that want to go to that Youth
Conference.

MR. HQUSE: Have you paid the bills yet

from the last one?

MR. NEARY: My hon. colleague would be welcome
to come as a senior. There will be some seniors, about 100 or
SO. Mr. Speaker, it is the largest political youth rally ever

to be held in the history of this Province.

MR. TOBIN: . I heard you have two phone booths
hired.
MR. NEARY: The last count I had of registration

was 337 and it is climbing.

MR. TULK: You know what it is today?

MR. NEARY: What is the count?

MR. TULK: Three seventy-nine.

MR. NEARY: Three seventy-nine as of today

and climbing. Young people are coming from every district,

every part of the Province in droves.

MR. TOBIN: Are they being paid to go?
MR. NEARY: No, they are not, Mr. Speaker.

We are not like the Tories, who the other night got paid $50
a head to go down to vote for Mr. Dobbin, the bagman for the
Tory Party. And we are not bringing eleven year olds in like

the Tory Party did up in Montreal, or we are not going down to
the Harbour Light and bringing in the derelicts.

MR. TOBIN: Oh, that is not nice. Mr.
Speaker, what a statement. Patrons of the Harbour Light should
never be insulted like that again. What an insult, calling them
derelicts! You should be ashamed of yourself.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER (Avylward) : Order, please!

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
is now highly indignant. Now he is going to take the high
ground. He is going to take the high ground now, he is going
to be indignant. Well, Mr..Speaker, I am using the same term
that the great white hope for the Tory Party used recently

when he said, 'They brought the derelicts into a meeting in

Montrealr to a Tory rally in Montreal'.

MR. DINN: Who said derelicts?
MR. NEARY: Mr. Clark. The great white hope

said that and that they brought in the ten and eleven year olds.

MR. TULK: Nine.

MR. NEARY: Nine year olds. And they paid
people $50 -

MR. TOBIN: You do not have to insult patrons

of the Harbour Light.

MR. TULK: Your former leader said it.
MR. NEARY: I am only repeating what Mr.

Clark said.

MR. TOBIN: If he said it he should be
ashamed of himself.

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, now we have had to
cut off registration at 379 young men and women between the ages

of sixteen and twenty-five, all elected
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MR. NEARY: democratically at meetings
throughout this Province. Mr. Speaker, what a beautiful
sight that is going to be! We had to cut off registra-
tion today. We cannot find accommodations, cannot
accommodate any more than that, becausg’there are other
things going on on the same weekend.

MR. SIMMS: How come you moved it from
Grand Falls?

MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, we had to move it
from Grand Falls because we had too many registrations,
they could not handle the numbers.

- Now, in Gander this weekend you
will also have probably 100 or 150 seniors in addition to
the Youth wing of the Liberal Party. What we are afraid
of, Mr. Speaker, what we are scared of is that young people
are going to come anyway, and the only advice I can give
them, if they are not pre-registered, is they had better
bring a sleeping bag or a tent.

MR. SIMMS: How long have you been planning
this now?

MR. NEARY: How long? About a month and a
half, five or six weeks. Mr, Speaker, it is absolutely_
fantastic. It is the largest political youth meeting in
the history of this Province. They have arranged it
themselves. They have worked out their own agenda, they
have developed their own policies and they will elect

their own executive.
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MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker,

I have to say this to my colleague in his presence;-there is
no point in hiding your light under a bushel.— I have to

say this to my colleague, that if he keeps going,

doing such an outstanding job -

MR.SIMMS: He will have your job.
MR. NEARY: Well,the hon. gentleman would

be welcome to it. One thing about me, Mr. Speaker, that I do
not begrudge the job of Leader of this Party to anybody. It is
an open party.

But I want to finish what I
was saying to my colleague, the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk),
the great President of our pérty, Mr. Speaker, '
that if the hon. gentleman keeps goihg the way he is going -
MR.BAIRD: He will be Premier.

MR. NEARY: No - what we will need in
this Province at the next Youth Convention of Liberals will
be a stadium. The hon. gentleman will £ill up a stadium.

It is absolutely astounding what has happened to the Liberal

Party since the last provincial election.

MR.MATTHEWS : What do you attribute that to?
MR. NEARY: What do we attribute that to?

We attribute it to the hard work of a team led by my hon.

colleague -

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

MR. NEARY: - hard work , good organization.
MR.SIMMS: The Liberal House Leader is

a good man(tﬁo, for organizing.

MR. NEARY: Yes, I guaramantee you you are
not dealing with any slouch now, I guarantee you. And the
ground is ripe -&nd the fortunes of the party are improving
as every day passes. Now, Mr. Speaker, hon. gentlemen there
opposite may say, well,how can you prove that the fortunes of

the party are improving?
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MR. BAIRD: You were down that low that
anything would be an improvement.

MR. NEARY: I could be very coy, Mr. Speaker,
and timid and say it had nothing to do with us, but I think it
has something to do with our leadership. But let us say, if

it does not have anyting to do with our leadership, it has an
awful lot to do with thé lack of leadership on the part of

the leader of the administration there opposite. It probably

has more to do with the hon. gentleman falling on his own

sword than it has to do with me.

MR. TULK: _ The manure coming from the other
side of the House is making it very fertile ground.

MR. NEARY: That is right. It is making

very fertile ground. But my colleague, the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle (Mr. Roberts), always uses this saying, 'Oppositions

do not win, governments lose.'
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MR. NEARY: I guess there is a certain amount
of truth in that statement, but you do have to fan the fire

of discontent. We have to also offer an alternative, Mr.
Speaker. So the action will be in Gander.

Mr. Speaker, we asked originally
for a maximum of four delegates between the ages of sixteen
and twenty-five from each district. From one Tory district
in this Province sixty delegates are coming and that means

that fifty-six are coming of their own free will.

MR. TULK: Do not tell them the district.
MR. NEARY: . No, I am not going to mention

the district. I am not going to mention the district. It
would not be fair.

MR. BAIRD: What -do you mean, the rest of
them are going of their own free will. You are paying them,’
are you?

MR. HODDER: We are talking about voting
delegates and non-voting delegates.

MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman dces not

understand that sort of thing.

MR. BAIRD: Indeed I do.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Oh, oh!
MR. NEARY: It is interesting, the little

interruptions you are getting today. All you have to do is
talk. If you can listen and talk at the same time you would
be all set.

MR. TULK: They are forcing you to go on
the next day.

MR, NEARY: They are forcing me to go on‘“
again tomorrow. I was hoping to wind up by five-thirty

today, but with all the interruptions I have had I have only
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MR. NEARY: managed to get through the
Department of Health. For two days in a row now I have
meant to deal with unemployment, and I have not touched
it yet. I am going to have to have a few words on unemployment
in this Province before I finish my few remarks . If hon.
gentlemen would just hold their fire; if hon. gentlemen there
opposite can keep their cool,what they should do is give
me the next eleven minutes, listen to what I have to say,
and if I can carry on uninterrupted and get finished by
six o'clock,well, then,that will be it, Tomorrow is Private
Members' Day;, we will have somebody on the goverpment side
start off on Thursday, we will have the half hour back and
forth,and probably by the end of next week the Government
House Leader (Mr, Marshall) will be able to stand in his placé-
and move the adjournment until sometime in November or
December, because that is the plan, Mr. Speaker.

You know,the media may report tomorrow
that it is day six and the only one who has spoken yet is
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Neary). They may say that.
I can tell them quite sincerly it is not a filibuster. It o
is not a strateqgy on our part to delay, obstruct the proceedings

of this House. All we are doing, Mr. Speaker, is trying to
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MR. NEARY: make a few valid points in the
few days that we have remaining in this part of the
session of the House, because the strategy is so obvious.
Now unless the media want to get out too and they want to
close the House down -
MR. DINN: Six days and you have not finished one
depatment yet.
MR. NEARY: No, no, I finished Health. I finished
5:40 P.M. on Health. I have only done Fisheries and Health so
far, but I can come back to Municipal Affairs or Industrial
Development. Anything you want, just name it.
MR. BIARD: If you had a brain you would
be dangerous.
MR. NEARY: T asked for silence. I was
hoping that hon. gentlemen there opposite would not keep
interrupting me. I do not want to be blamed by the press.
I hope instead of being blamed that I will be praised, Mr.
Speaker, because there are not too many members in this
hon. House who can get up and speak for five or six days,
not too many members.

I do not know if hon. members
there opposite are too lazy to do their homework, maybe
they do not have the will or desire to get up and speak any
more. They seem to have lost heart. But, Mr. Speaker, I
must have a few words, before I take my seat, on unemployment.
MR. TOBIN: Who wrote your speech?
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, hon. gentlemen
know that I do not need anybody to write speeches for me.

I have gone now for, I believe, this is the fifth day, if
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MR. NEARY: not the sixth day, and I have
not read a note except refer to the statistiecs that I have
in front of me. I would like to see the hon. member for
Grand Falls (Mr. Simms) try it sometime. And, you know,

Mr. Speaker, are we tired and worn out on this side of the
House? Any one of eight members over here, if he wanted to,
could get up and speak for a week and make sense. That is the
important thing. There is no point, Mr. speaker, in making
a speech or saying anything in this House unless you say
something meaningful.

MR. SIMMS: ) People say if you cannot make
your point in half an hour there is something wrong.

MR. NEARY: Would that not be great now

so they could close the House down?

Mr. Speaker, let us take a
look at the notes I have on Labour and unemployment in this
Province.

MR. HODDER: They want to close the House down
until the Supreme Court of Canada brings down its decision.
MR. TULK: : The member for Port au Port

(Mr. Hodder) is always thinking, he just said that they

want to close the House down until the Supreme Court brings
down its decision.

MR. NEARY: Yes, I believe it. I really

believe it. My hon. colleague is very astute.
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MR. NEARY: He is a very astute politician
and hon. gentlemen should not underestimate my colleague.
Mr. Speaker, if I can never claim association with anything
else in my life, if I can never make another statement like
this in my life, I can make it now - I will make it now,
while they are here and while I am still here, I will make
it now - that I have never had the honour and the privilege
of being associated with such a fine group of people in my
life as my seven colleagues who are seated to my right and

to my left.

MR. SIMMS: The seven dwarfs.
MR. BAIRD: You should hear what three of

them are saying about you.

MR, NEARY: Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of

guttersnipe statements you get from the opposite benches.
Mr. Speaker, never before have

we been so united.

MR. STMMS: Fine looking specimens.
MR, NEARY: Yes, they are fine specimens and

they are fine decent Newfoundlanders.

MR. SIMMS: They certainly are.

MR. NEARY: And I tell you, it hurts me very
much when I hear the Premier referring to my colleagues

as traitors and as cowards and being less than Newfoundlanders.
That hurts me very much, Mr. Speaker.

MR, BAIRD: Oh, they are good fellows. They

just mean wrong, that is all.

" MR. SIMMS: You said nasty things about the
Premier,
MR. NEARY: In this House? Have I said nasty

things about the Premier in this House? If the hon. gentleman
who sat in the Chair for a few years will recollect, if the

hon. gentleman will just recollect in his mind, who started
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MR. NEARY: the slander and libel and the
personal attacks in this House? Was it me or was it
somebody there opposite?

MR, SIMMS: I doubt if it was anybody on

this side.

MR. ANDREWS: You invented it.
MR. NEARY: The hon. gentleman doubts that.

The hon. gentleman would have to go back a long way to

find that I started this.

MR. SIMMS: We could do some research on that.
MR. NEARY: We could. It would be very
interesting indeed.

We debate the issues and we try
to defend the public purse. And if the Premier takes an
apartment, compliments of the taxpayers of this Province,
then the people have a right to know. They have a right to
know what perks he is getting.

MR. MATTHEWS: Where do you stand on capital

punishment?
MR. NEARY: Mr. Speaker, I believe the members

there opposite are getting out of hand. I am not going
to be able to finish my few remarks on unemployment. Could

I move the adjournment of the debate, Mr. Speaker?

MR, SPEAKRER (Aylward): The hon. the President of the
Council.
MR. MARSHALL: Mr. Speaker, I move the House

at its rising do adjourn until tomorrow, Wednesday, at
3:00 p,m. and that this House do now adjourn.
On motion, the House at its

rising adjourned until tomorrow, Wednesday, at 3:00 p.m.
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answer to Question #59 appearing on Order Paper, Mar. 23, 1983

QUESTION:
Mr. Neary (Leader of the Opposition) - To ask the Honourable
the Premier to lay upon the Table of the House the

following information;

A list of all expenses incurred by the public
treasury to provide for trips by government employees
or elected officials to London, England; Ottawa, Vancouver,
or any other loéation, to discuss, lobby or otherwise
put forth the Province's position in the debate over

the patriation of the Constitution, including:

(a) airline fares; listing each person by name
and title;

(b} the names of persons travelling with the
Minister, elected official, or government

employee;

(c) the cost of rece§tions, banquets, or other
functions paid in whole or in part by
the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador,
within the Province, or outside of it, for
the purposes of meeting, discussing or
lobbying on the patriation of the Constitution;

(d) the cost of any other form of travel, and
expenses charged by any persons involved with
the Province's efforts in the patriation of

the Constitution;

(e) the salaries of government employees involved
in the process; listing their names and the
Ministry or Department they work for, and

their salaries;



QUESTION (cont'd) "

(£) the cost of any material used to support
the Province's arguments, in the way of

stationery etc., or promotional materials.

Listing all the above for the fiscal years
1380-81, 1981-82.

ANSWER:

To answer the very detailed guestion put by the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Neary, will require research
into the records of four departments of government plus
the Premier's Office. These records, extending over
two years, are no longer held in departmental files,
as many of the payment vouchers involved have been sent

for storage and microfilming.

It is difficult to estimate the time and cost
involved in extracting the information requested but it
has been suggested that not less than a month's work for
a researcher is involved, plus checking to ensure
accuracy of the material by a senior officer. The
cost would vary somewhat depending upon who would be
assigned the task, but would range between $2,000 -
$3,000 just to get the information.

Government can supply the information. That
is not a problem. However, in view of Government's
expenditure restraints program, I believe that it would
be ludicrous to tie up a civil servant in this kind of
endeavor that will cost the taxpéyers severai thousand
dollars. For example, trying to ascertain "the cost of
any material used to support the Province's arguments, in
the way of stationery, etc" is like looking for a needle
in a haystack and would serve what purpose?





