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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPFAKFR (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council,

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speraker, during the past
number of weeks, Government has
introduced a number of significant
social policy initiatives that
will bring lasting benefits to
public employees in our province

I refer, of course, to a pension
plan for part-time employees and
the introduction of equal pay for
work of equal value. As you are
aware, we have recently
successfully hegotiated an
agreement For the +implementalion
of pay equity within the Public
Service, ¥ am sure all  hon,
members . will agree that these
initiatives are very positive,

Today, T an pleased Lo announcoe
another major social policy
inittialbive which Governnaent has
had under active consideration for
a paeriod of Lime. L refer to bkhe
Political Activity of Public
Fmployeas .

Newfoundland and lLabrador, and atll
other jurisdictions across Canada,
have traditionally preserved the
political neutrality of their
public services by restricting the
political rights of individual
public employees. The guidelines
by which we have been directed
date back some thirteen years, Lo
1975. Once considered to he fair,
these guidelines no longer reflect
the realities of our post Charter
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society, nor the realities of what
i oceurring N other
jurisdictions across Canada,

Government recognized that the
Cime  had cowme  to  paeview  oudr own
policy to ensure that its
rashrictions IV ECE s warranted @inel
legitimate. Therefore, some
monihs  ago, Cabinet direclted me,
in my capacity as President of
Mreasury Roard, o undertake a
complete assessment of our policy
and fo e commmnend appropriate
changes. In undertaking this
review, T was asked to ensure that
an appropriate balance was reached
between two basic interests:

(1) the right of the public to be
served by a politically neutral
public service; and

(2) the right of individual public
employees to exercise their
democratic righlts and freedoms.

T divected an intensive internal
review, assessed trends across the
country, and consulled wi th
various interest groups, including
Lhe Inan Rights Commission,
Government: Managers fssociation

and union Toadars who Had
expressead an interest in this
issue, s @ roesull,  Government
has approved a number of changes
Lo 1ha policy on political

activity for public employees. We
considar that Lhe €W policy
achieves a balance between public
and individual intereshts.

Government.'s N @ approach
recognizes two groups of
enployees: those whose

responsibilities must restrict
them fron engaging 1in political
activities; and those who need to
have few restrictions placed upon
them.

The wvast majority of employees
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will be politically nonrestricted,
and T am pleased Lo announce Loday
that all bargaining unit employees
will, in  future, no longer he
required to resign their positions
in order to run for federal or
provincial elected office.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Rather, Mr. Speaker, they will be
granted unpaid leave ofF absence
from their positions, and will be
required to resign only if {they
are elected, In addition, the
period of {ine dnvolued will nok
be considered +to bhe a hreak 1in
servica,

Fhe  politcically rastricloed group
includes management and
nonkbargalining unit anployaes.
Government has decided that, din
ordaer Lo  protect Lhe polilical
neutrality of the Public Service,
exisling provisions will e
maintained with respect to this
group. However, a further review
will be undertaken immediately to
ensure that as few employees as
possible, in +that grouping, have
their political activities
restricted.

Therefore, until this review is
completed, all managemenk and
nonbargaining unit employees, who
wish to seed federal or provincial
elected office, will still be
required ko resign Lhair
positions. However, the following
new provisions will apply Lo thosa
to ensure that they who do not get
electad receive fFair and empariial
consideration For re-~instatement
Lo Lhaelr Formmner posilions:

(1) No actjion will be taken to
111  their positions until the
election resnlis are Finalized;
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(2) Candidates will now apply
directly Lo the Chairman of Uthe
Public Service Commission For
reinstatement Lo their former
positions; and

(3) The period of time dnvolved
will not be considered to be a
break 1in service.

The neuw policy on political
activity also clearly enunciabes
certain standards which are
designed £o protect both the
public interest and the individual
public employees. These standards
include the following, Mr. Speaker:

No employees shall in any manner
be compellaed Lo lLake part din  any
political wundrtaking, or to make
any  contyeibution to any political
party, or e in any manner
Lhireatenaed or discriminated
against for refusing to take part
in any political aclivity;

No amployaee shall directly or
indirectly use, or seek to use,
bhe authority or official
influence of their positions to
control or modify the political
actions of any other persaon;

No employee shall, during the
course of their hours of work,
engage 1in any form of political
activily;

No employee shall at any Lime take
part in political activities as to
Lmpair Lheir usefulness o the
positions in which they are
employed; and

Nl poliidically nonrestiricted
employees, which I have described
carlier, will have L(he right and
Freedom to participate in any

elochion Campaigrn, arnd all
employees will have the right Lo
attond public political meetings,

make contributions to the parties
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of their choice during elections
and, of course, have the right La
vote in any election.

In addition, Mr., Speaker, I have
heen directed by Cabinet to ensure
that @all public employees working
in government departments are made
aware of these provisions. In
that respect, we will be sending a«
brochure to all of the employees
in  tha Province, Furthaemmorae, X
will he contacting all Craown
Corporations, Boards, Commissions,
and Agencies to acquaint them with
the directions which governmeni s
taking, and encourage them to
implament similar policies.
Necessary regulatory and
legislative changes will be made

to implement the new policy.

Mr. Speaker the dissue of Political
Activity by public employees is an
important one for all concerned.
We are convinced that our approach
to such a serious dssue 1s one
Lhat 1is Fair and equitable, both
to the people of this Province and
to dts public employeas. Indeed,
this is, as I said, another
significani: major social policy
initiative that is of extreme
importance to all our Provincial
Public FEmployees, and one that
this government is very proud to
announce today.

SOME HION. MEMBERS:
llear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr . Speaker, we welcome the
announcement  made Foday by Lhe
President of Treasury Board (Mr.
Simms) . It 1is, as he says, a
significant and major social
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policy dinitiative, but, I would
say Lo the Presidenk of Treasury
Board, it dis long overdue. It ds

somelhing tha unions in Lhis
Province, particularly those
paoplea who rapresant public

employees in the Province, have
been pushing For for sometime.

MR. POWER:

They were not even allowed to have
a union when you werae in power,

MR. TULK:

Is the hon . gentleman fFeeling
nasly about somelhing Loday? If
he is, I will send him over a
candy .

Tt is something thalt 1is long
overdue, and 1t 1s something that
unions representing public
employees in this Province have
heern pushing for for some years.
I notice with dinterest that the
mintsters says, "Once considered
to be fair, these guidelines no
longer reflect the realities of
our post Charter society.' That
is true, and T suppose btoday s as
good a time as any to pay tribute
Lo a great Tibertarian, by Lhe
name of Pierre Elliott Trudeau,
for seeing +hat Lhat Charlter was
put in place in this country. I
think we should go on record as
doing that.

Mr. Speakaeir, T juslh have a couple
of gquestions I would like the
ministar Lo address at some point
MR. RAIRD:

What do you think we have Question
Period For?

MR. TULK:
"at some point, T said, old
landsldide from Humber West.

'The politically restricted group

includes management and
nonbargaining unit employees,' he
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says. ALt some point, I would like
him Lo address why nonbargaining
unit employees are exempt fFrom the
policy he s (Tl putling in
place. I would point out to him
that: a lol of lLhose peopla are in
Jjunior positions in the civil
service and, to me, there seems Lo
he no justification for leaving
those people wikhin the boundary
whereby they are not enabled to

get involved in poliltical
activity. He says, '"A  further
review will be undertaken

imnediately to ensure that as few
employees as possible have their
political activities restricted.’

MR. STMMS:
Including those you just mentioned.

MR. TUILK:
T  know,
maent ionaed.

including those I Just

T wondeyr how long Lhat s going fo

take . I hope it ds done before
the nexi: aeleclion i cal lad,
because the hon. gentleman and his
pairiy arae Famous o makiny

certain commitments on the eve of
an election, which T suspect we
are trying to build up to now.

They are Famous For meking
statements before elections,

particularly to Tlabour people 1in
this Province, and as soon as the
elections are called and over
with, then they try to revert back
to something else. Of course, T
say to the hon. gentleman, that
will not be a problem after *this
election, because they will be
sitting over here and we will be
sitting over there, and we ,
indeed, will dmplement: bthose kinds
of social policies.

My, Speaker, as I have said, we

welcoma i statemaent, dand
particularly we welcome the

stalbement. thalt people will not bhe
threatened or discriminated
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against for refusing to take part
in  any polikical activily, o,
indeed, for taking part in any
political activity. In view of
what we have seen - 1n the past,
we have seen cases where Social
Services officers have heen forced
by the present government of this
Province +to deliver cheques to
welfare people in this Province -
we hope that that kind of pressure
will be allevialbed by those types
of gquidelines that we are now
sae’ing. We also hope that if
people decide to run for parties
obther than ithe governing party,
the problem will not come back to
haunt  them at  some point in  the
future,

I want to point out one other
hing to the minister, and thas is
that 1in one of the standards he
outlines he says, ‘No aenployee
shall at any time take part in
political actijvities as Lo dmpatir
their usefulness to the positions
in  which tthay it employed, '
Ohviously, there is a form of
adjudicaltion, T understand the
point he ds making, but at some
poink 1T would like the minitster to
tell us who determines whether the
¢ivil servant, 1in Lthis particular
case the public employee, has
taken some polilical action that
is going to dmpair his service in
this Province. T hope it 1s not a
political figure. I hope it ds
somebody wikhin the Public Service
Commission.

Mr. Speaker, one other thing, and

T will c¢lue wp with this, The
President of Treasury Board says,

'"Nacessary raegilaltory and
Jegislative changes will bhe made
Lo implaement the new policy. '  Mr,
Speaker, I say to the hon .
gaenitlaman that U helicue bthalk this
might very well be, 1f the Praemier
can gel his popularity up Lo the
point where he believes he has a
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chance of winning an election. He
knows now he does nol, and Uthat
this will probably be the last
sitting of this Jlegislaiure. T
would ask the hon. gentleman if he
would see that any regulation and
the necessary legislation is
passeud in  Lthis sitiing of {he
House, so that we do not have the
goveprnment calling an a@lection
with the hope that they do not
have Lo iwplaement lhosae policies
if they win. T can tell you that
Fhal: is a small "if', buat T would
hope that Lhe hon . gentleman
brings in the legislatbion now.

SOME HON. MEMBIRSG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I think I am going %to call this
the Jim Brown regulations. In the
laslt elecition, 1in 198%, we had a
vocational instructor in
Placentia, who wanted Lo run in
placentia, by the name of Jim
Browr . Unfortunately, we fTound he
could not take any leave, he had
o quit his job in order to run
and <o on, and it was quite a
mess, Mr. Speakar,

Tn a sense, there was not only
himself au oihers, Tike Sam
Connors, for example, who tried to
gel. the nomination in St John's
Fasl Extern for the PC Party, and
fenora Fagan in the Wateriford -

Kenmount by-election just
recently. There have boen a

number of public employee who
have tried to get involved in the
political process and have been
forced to resign their posikions

w
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and apply back and hopefully be
reaccepted, When they ran for the
PC Party, of course, this was
usually a pro forma situation. [
am not sure if the Leader of Lhe
Official Opposition has had this
problem, but I know, myself, that
in encouraging public employees to
take full part 1in the political
process, including being
candidates, +that this 1s a wvery
major concern and one that we have
been addressing for quite a while,

and T Al ylad o see thak
gouvernmaent has taken about
thirea quarbtaers of Lhe steps

required to rectify the situation.

Mr . Speaker, in retrospect it

should ha realized Fhat Lhis
Jurisdiction is guite a Ways
hack. Nova Scoiia, for example,

has had this right for two or
three years, T think, when a legal

case established the precedent
that public employees do have that
right. In a sense, when  the

Chariter of Rights was passed in
Canada, about five or six years

aqo, it in factk, mace it
impossible for governments to be

really heavy-handed on Lheir
employees, but the problem was the
employees had to be fired and you
had toe go through arbitration to
Ltry  to  get  their Jjobs back fin
order to establish this right.
The facl that the governmant has
csaid this ahead of time, I think,
will make Gibonuch aeasier.

Mr. Speaker, it means that in
excoss  of 20,000 peoplae dAn o bthis
Province are now in & - position
whara Lhey havae Full  political
rights, whereas yesterday they did
not, and 1 cannot help hut say
that this is a long awailted
initiaktive, T have, 1in y filing
Cabinet in my office, Mr. Speaker,
a file of Tlebtbkers betwaen myself
and the Premier of this Province,
over the Tlast couple of years,
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urging hin to fake this particular
step, and letters he has sent back
to e dndicated bthat il s only
lately that he has obuiously come
o the conclusion thal Lhe Charitaer
rights people have should be given
o them.

lLastly, I would 7like io address
the question of restriction on
management employees. Ir I
recall, in the research that I
have seen on 1it, the management
employees who should be restricted
are those who take part 1in the
formulation of government policy.
I think that should bhe, as they
say, the OQccam's razor that would
he used to separake tFhose who
should be allowed to participate
in Fha political process From
those who should not. This would
mean, obuvionsly, depuby minisiersy,
and perhaps a few people helow
heam, should be dnvolued in A
restrictive sphere. QOthers, T
would  argue with you, shonld be
allowed to carry on
professionally, and thay should
use their own discretion in terms
of rights.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWICI

Rut, M™Mr. Speaker, this is a great
day . I means Lthere are 20,000
more people who can take part in
the political process. In terms
of recruiting candidates, I would
like to thank the Government House
lLeader for making my job much,
much easier.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Refore calling For Oral Questions,
T take pleasure in introducing the
lon Pairick McCowan and bthe Hon,
John fdsnick, State
Rapresentatives, {rom the State of
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Mainae i the United Stales.

SOMIE 1ION . MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

My, Speaker, my question was going
Lo be for the Premier but he 1is
absent, so I will ask the Deputy
Premier (Dr. Collins) insiead.

T wonder could Lha Depulty Premier
tell me how many consultants have
peen and are currently retained by
the Department of Engery and by
the Offshore Developmnant Roard o
aduise government on any matters
pertaining to offshore development?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, there is Mr. Lougheed

and his {Firm, EYaLe] M, Cabot
Martin, and quite of f-hand I

cannol  recall any others but if
there are others I will have to
gelt back to the hon. member.

MR. GILBERT:

Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplemenlairy, the hon., Lhe
membher for Burgeo — Ray d'Espoir.

MR. GTI.BERT:

In view of +that fact, I wonder
would the Deputy Premier prouvide a
list of all the consultants and
w1 d he Praomiear provide Gl
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hreakdown year by year?

MR. LUSH:
Deputy Premier.

MR. GI!I.BERT:

Actually, I knew the Premier was
mot here but T thought he should
be.

Now, would the Deputy Praomiar
provide a breakdown year by year
o monies patid Lo the formnaer
Pramier of Alberta, Mr. Lougheed,
and his firm, since he was {irst
hired by the Government of
Newlonndland and labrador?

Trn other words, would he provide a
breakdown year by year, not
segments  bul  year by year, for
every year since they hired Mr,
fougheed? Would he provide that
breakdown?

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLILINS:

Mr. Speaker, as it is an area that
I ain not personally directly
involued in, I will +take that
request as noted. T could point
out that the hon. House Leader
will have some informalion related

to this - I am not saying all the
information b infFormation

related to the topic - which he

will give +in Answaers to Questions,

MR. GILBERT:
Tn view of the fact T have had it
on Lhe Order Paper since last year.

MR, DRECKRER:
Mr . Speakear,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member for Lthe Strait
ofF Belle Tsle.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker, my dquestion is also
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for the hon. the Deputy Premier.

The Deputy Premier will know the
Premier has been trying to deflect

from the main issue of this
lLouwgheed affair the main  dssue
being how much money has been paid
o this genitleman. The Premier
talks about fiscal years and
calendar years and of that

foolishness.

Will 1the Depuly Premier Lell the
House specifically how much money
Newfoundland has paid Lhe Tlegal
Firm Bennett Jones of Calgary
since November 4, 198%, eillher by
way of special warrants, directly
From the Depariment:  of  Financ

b

"through the Petroleum Directorate,

or any way whalsoever? What s
the bottom line? How much has M.
Lougheed's firm cost Newfoundland
since the eve of Bonfire Night,
19857

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, since members are
insistenl. on krying Lo get Lthe
information now  as opposed to
waibting For Answers to Questions,
when  the Premier  did take as
notice a question related o since
by the member Ffor St. Barbe (Mr.
fureyy, T may as well iy Lo
provide the idnformation now so you
do  nolt waste  your  Lime  during
Question Period.

M, Speaker, first of all it
should be pointed oull very clearly
that there was an dmplication in
he Mews pap e roport, in The
Fvening Telegram, of course, 1in
response to a question from the
membher for Sit. BRarhe (Mr. Furey),
that Lthe Premier was confirming
$400,000 had been paid Lo Lhe
Lougheed law firm Jlast year. Or
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course, that dis dnaccurate and T
trust  thatt the appropriaie medimnn

will make that correction. The
Promier did not  say or  confiirm
{hat that was the &amount. He

said he wonld check 1o see what
the amourrt was and took the
quesiion under aduvisemaent, ook

notice of the question.

Se  the question that the member
for the St. Barhe asked said,
"Wl Lhey be paid this year
anywhere near the $400,000 paid
last year?" That 1s not correct.
That 1s dincorrect, misleading and
all the rest of fit. T will now
try to provide the information Ffor
the hon. member, so thal the hon.
member knows full well what the
amounts have been over the period
of time.

Firstlk of all, dealing wilh Lhe
sapecific question that the member
for St. Barbe raisced, lasit year
the amounlt that was paid to the
Rennett  Jones  Taw [ irm in  the
1987/88 fiscal year, which was the
guestion bthe member for St Rarbe
asked, was $51,804.11. So it was
nol.  $400,000 last  year, il was
$51,804.11 to the law firm.

Tn 1986787, a matier which has
already been made public I think,
through khe Fstdmates Commillees

MR. GILBERT:
Was that to Premier lougheed as
well or just his law firm?

MR. STMMS:
The guestion related to the
Bennett Jones law firm.

- the amount paid then was
$291,905 .53, S0 three fiscal

years aqo, 1986/87, this year,
1988789, has already been answerasd
by the Premier. There has been
none paid ko the Jaw Firm to this
point dn  time, although we do

expect there will be 50me
expendibures for this fiscal year.

DR. COI.ILLTNS:
He wants to know about last year.

MR. STMMS:
lLast year, 1987/88, $51,804.11,

MR. GILRBERT:
To the law Firm?

MR, SIMMS:
To the law firm.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What was the previous year?

MR. STMMS:

The previous year, 1986/87,
$291,905 .53, Mhis year, noneg ro
date,

With respeaect Lo M, lougheead

himself, his consulting feea I
think was the other part of bLhe
question, was it? Or was it not?

MR. DECKER:

The total, the bolbtom Tine.

MR. STMMS:

Well T just gave 1t to him. He
can add il oup, T oam sure.

How much salary?

MR. SIMMS:
Me just saild he 1s not asking for
Mr. Lougheed's consulting fee. It
is nobk related.

So il hope that answars the

queskion,

MR, DECKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the han. Lle
member  For  bthe Strail of 8elle
Isle.

=3
2
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MR. DECKER:

The minister is saying he paid khe
Firm $350,000 total, which does
not explain the Special Warrant
for $400,000, which we have a copy
of there.

Now a supplementary to the Deputy
Premier, or the House Leadear,
whoever

MR. STMMS:

Could T see a copy of the Special
Warrant Lhe hon. member s
referring to?

MR. DFCKER:
Yes, it is hore,

NoOw that: Lhe Governnent, House
Leader has attempted to give us a
Figure as to how much we have paid
M, lLougheed's Firm, will the
House leader now tell the people
of Newfoundland what the Lougheed
Firm has done for this $350,0007
[1 put in brackets: Plus -
$400, 000, whatever the Special
Warrant was.] What has +the firm
done to earn this money? Tn other
words, will the House lLeader table
Lhe statements that were submitted
by the firm, statements which
should outline the work which was
performed?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. STMMS:

Certainly, Mr. Speaker. I think
it has been said in this House on
NUMErous occasions that = this
particular law [irn s recoygnized
as an expert din the field with

respocl fo of fshore ol
negotiations, and has buillt up
quite al rapitat-ian in that
regard.  They certainly are one of
the top in the counbry. Mere is

no question about it.
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DR. COLLINS:
01l negotiations generally.

MR. STMMS:

Generally. Rut they deal with
very specific makters such as
those types of things that we
would be involued with wi b h
respect to Hibernia. For example:
royalty regimes are very
technical, complex issues and
malters, yel this particular firm
is noted as a firm that has a
strong  reputation in bhat area,
So I can tell you those are the
kind of things that thae law Firm
are involved in, and have been, as
you can seae, for abt leas Fhe last
three years. One of these days,
if we are fortunabe enough to work
out something that is satisfactory
in  kermms  of an  arrangemenl, then
the hon. member will he able to
see, and will understand a little
clearer, the complexities of what

is dnvolved herae. This Tlaw Firm
clearly has a wvery, very strong
repulation in Canada - and

throughout the world, T
understand, bk certainly in
Canada - as being a firm that is
exkremely qualified, and extremely
reputable in dealing with the
complexities of Lhis kind of a
topic, royalty regimes and other
matters of thak nature.

May I just say, by the way, while
T have the {fJoor, wilkh respect to
the warrant they are referring to,
of course, ULhis warrant here for
$400,000 1is not necessarily all
For thalt partticular ithem, As &
matter of fact, 1f he read it he
would sea Vhere was a bransier for
a specific amount of  $250,000.
That, was  bthe amount, under the
warrant, that was required for the

Teaww iem, the olbher mabters.

MR. WEILLS:
The $250,000 was already there?
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MR. SIMMS:

No . The approval that  had been
given at the time was for up to
$400,000 depending on what  the
amount was going to be. At the
Line we were looking for

MR. STMMONSG:
A blank cheque,

MR. STMMS:

Not a blank cheque, although you
can c¢call il & blank cheque or
whatever you wish to call 1it. At
the time we did nokt know what the
amounts would he but we had a
rough icdea, and bhe estimates
might have been up to $400,000.
As 1t turned out that was not the
case, 1in fact, it was considerably
less, so only $250,000 of that
warrant was applied to the law
tirm.

MR. DECKER:
Mir. Speaker.

MR. SPFRAKER:

A Final supplementary, the hon.
Fhe member for the Strait of Relle
Tsle.

MR. DECKER:

Somewherea $200, 000 budygetad in
Lhat <came year 1s after going
asltray, Mr. Speaker,

The Government House leader, Mr,
Speaker, was not Ilistening to wmy
previons guastion, bacanse he did
not say whether or not he will
Lable the sltabtements, as T asked.
He said, "Certainly, ' hut does
that mean he will tahle Lhe
statements bhacking up what the
Firm did? That was the previous
guestion.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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When the House Leader is tabling
Fhe stalbemenls, will he also table
fFor this House the job description
of  Mr, fLougheed? Racause Lhe
previous Minister of Finance (Dr.
Collins) said  thatt  he was  notk
hired because he was a lawyer, he
wias hired for other reasons.

Will the hon. the Deputy Premier,
or Lhe fHousa lLeader, ar the
Premier, or someone tell the
people of Newfoundland Jjust what
are we paying this hon. gentleman
fFar? Ts it because he s nobk a
lawyer? Is it because he 1s an
0il experl? Or 1s it because he
is a former Tory friend of the
present Premier?

MR. CALLAN:

Neither one.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Well, Mr. Speaker, the question is
really Toadead polilically For
obvious reasons, and e all
rocognize whal those raeasons are.
Everybody recognizes Lhat Peter
Longheead is il vary reputable
individual, d1s a very reputable
lawyer, s & very repubable ol
expert, and has considerable
influence  in Lhe oil dndustry.
The fact that he happens to be a
Former conservaitive Premier +ds¢ not
related here. IL is not related
at all. e is reputable. He does
have influence . He has
conneclions beyaond anybody's
wildest dreams, and i1s wvery, very
helpful to ws in dealing with this
particular very complex problem,
And so T can assure him thakbt is
the reason he was hired as a
consultant.

With respect to the original
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question aboult statements, I am
nott quite sure what he means, but
1f he wants me to I could provide
him with a wrikten description of
what the firm does and what kind
of work 1k 1s involved with, what
kind of work Mr. Lougheed would be
involued with in a general way. I
mean, I cannot give him specifics,
if he picks up the telephone ko
call the president of one of the
main o1l companies, T am not going
to mention that kind of stuff.

MR. BAKER:
We paid him $350,000.

MR. SIMMS:
We paicd his T irm,

MR. DECKER:

Give us the statement. What was
it for? Fhat: s all T wani Lo

kKnow.,

MR. STMMS.:

We will provide the hon. member
with an explanation of what the
expenditure was for. Absolutely,
no problem at all, Mr. Speaker.

Tf that is all he wants, he could
have asked for that in 1986-1987,
three years ago. No problem.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Stephenville.

member For

MR, K. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, T have a problem for
the Ministaer of lLabour (My .
Rlanchard), ard it concerns a
number  of  complaints that hAue
been registered to his department
caoncerning Lhe Labour  Standards
Nivision.

Recently the minisler stated that
e  was  going  to  call For an
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enquiry by his Deputy Minister to
check out  these complaints that
have bheen registered, and so on.
Could he tell us what the mandale
of this enquiry is? When does he
expeckt this situation is going to
be resolved? Could he also tell
us when he is going to bring into
the House the Labour Standards
Review report thalk was done two
years ago?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of lLabhour,

MR. RLANCHARD:

Mr . Speaker, T want to thank the
hon. member for his question. He
rofaers Lo an enquiry, bul T think
where the enquiry comes from is
perhaps some rabher unngsual  kind
of reporting by The Sunday
Express T talked 1o a reporbter
From The Sunday Express and I
£01ld  her T was going Lo ask my
Deputy Minister to do an internal
examination, or the word 'enquiry'
might have been used, to enquire
into the +dncidents of delay inlo

complaints under The Labhour
Standards Act, T had 1in fact

asked my Deputy Minister by then
to look ouver the records, to check
with the Labour Standards
of Ficers. Since Lhe reporter
mentioned would waiting a year be
acceptable to me, T said no, not
at all. As a matker of fact,
waiting six months would not be
acceptable *to me. My Deputy has
Jooked dintao it, Mr., Speaker, and a
report 1s in the wmaking. As  a
matter of fact T saw some rough
notes on it today.

With respect Lo the second parlt of
he  hon member's  gquestion, whan
is the remainder of the report of
the Pabour Standards  Board going
to be announced, just as soon &s
possible. [ R R I a aource  of
concern to wme that it has not been
announced, bat juslt  as  soon Al

o
0
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possible, Mr. Speaker.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
n supplanentary, the her, he
membher for Stephenuille.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Conld the winister _toll wus  thal
once his DNDeputy Minister does an
enquiry and preparces a repori for
him as to this situalion
concerning the Labour  Stancdards
PDivision, will hring it to the
House o that the people of the
Province will know that these
problems are being rectified? And
will he also tell us, and give us
a definite date, as to when he
will table the Labour Standards
Report that he has? Recause that
has heen said a number of times
over the past year and a half and
many people out there would 1like
to see 1it. Also, does the report
contain any recommendations about
the Labour Standards Division of
which he is the minister?

MR. SPFEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of labour,
MR. RLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, Lo Uthe last parl of
the question, it contains many
recommendations  but, as the hon.
gentleman knows, not all of it has

been wade public yet, Aul  Lhat
will be done, I can assure the
hon . gentleman, Aas Soon ES
possible. And  with respect to

telling the House what the extent
of delays are, Mr. Speaker, sure,
Lhat  is  the reason why T asked
that it he done. Needless Lo say
when complaints are made, when
telephone conversations take place
between Lthe complainant and the
Labour Standards officers, that is
part of the investigalion.
Specifically there was one in
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Labrador, in the case in point, to
which the hon. member refers, and
T had thought abt the btime, Mr.
Speaker, +that the extent of the
delay was ©halt Lheaere had baen nao
contact made. in actual fact
there had heen saeveral Lelephone
conversations whereain certain
matlers relating to the complaint
were extrapolated and everything
s being done to Facilitale that,
M. Speaker. ’

MR. K. AYLWARD:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

T will ask Just one more. Would
the minister tell us when he will
be tabling Fhat  report of the
Labour Standards Review which has
been din his hands for ab least a
year? Also, would he tell us if he
will bhe tabling the report,
recommendations and review of The
Workers' Compaensation Achk? Also,
could he tell us if he is going to
appoint  a Vice-Chairman for the
Workers' Compensation Appeal
Tribunal?

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Minister of abowr.

MR. BLANCHARD:

The answer Lo the last part of the
question,  Mr., Speaker, yas, Ihe
appointment of a Vice-Chairperson
is in the making. As Lo when bthe
report of the Workers'
Compansation Legislalbiva Reutdew
Commnittee will be tabled, I am
unahle Lo give bthe member any
specific date, It dis a major
document, 120-o0cdd  recommendations
have to be examined. I have asked
the Workers! Compensation
Commission to do a sort of an
execubive swnmary For me, but that
is not yet done. Ohviously it has
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te be looked at, Mr. Speaker, and
in good fiwme it will be announced.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr .. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member of Waterford
Kenmount .

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr, Speaker, my question 1is for
Lhe Minister of Housing (Mr,
Peach), but in his absence I will
direct it %o the Depuky Premier,
or whomever happens to be filling
in For the winister. On Monday of
this week I met with Mr. Gary
Santini, the President of ithe
National Home Builders
Association, and their prine
concern, their number one priority
this year is the forthcoming tax
on building materials, 3 per cent
initially and eventoally added 9
perr cent, 12 per cent din total,
Lhereby escalating the price of
housing by 12 per cent
nationally. hat has the
Provincial Government done or is
planning to do to intervene on
this Province's behalf to see that
this tax is held off?

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLTNS:

Mr . Speaker, I think the latter
point, thakt 9 per cent related Lo
the possibility of a husiness
transfer tax or a value added tax
heing brought din. So really the
gentleman was, L guess, making a
point 1in case something happens,
really a hypothetical poini. Nl
T am sure the hon. Minister of
Finance (Mr. Windsor) can  add Lo
what I say on  this, but 1in my
period in  that portfolio we made
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many, many representations to the
Federal governmenl ouar the
possible dimposition of a VAT in
place of the Federal sales tax and
the provincial. retail sales tax,
and we asked for much -informabtion
about studies they had done or
were contemplalt-ing as Lo
implications and so on.

So I am sure bthat this matter will
go on. I do not believe that the
federal government are intending
to bringing in the so-called phase
two  of  tax reform for a libttle
while yet. I do not know if they
have confirmed in fhetir own mind
what form it will be. The hon.
mewmber may remember thatb "initially
there was some thought that any
such Laxes Cif brought in would be
applied to food, things like
health services and so  on. fd
the federal government later made
the poeint, very specifically, that
it would not apply to Lhose
parlicular  chbems. S0 they  inay
well come outl with- other
axamplions, as {ar as Lhat goes,
hefore they make up their minds.

So 1 think the gentleman wasg
malking a  point and perhaps &
legitimate point, but at Lhis
stage it is hypothetical. We are
making continual representations
over the tax reform matter.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member Ffor Waterford -
Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Woulcd +he Depnty Prewier keep us¢
informed and perhaps table
correspondence ) dat e A1 the
House? The other polnt made was
that The  Canadian  Home  Riilders
Association -
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MR. SPEAKER:
Would the hon. member please ask
his question?

MR. GULLAGE:
T have to have a preamble, Mr.
Speakaer,

MR. SPENRKER:

The hon. member will please ask
Mis question or T will recognize
somebody else.

MR . GULLAGE:

Is the Depulty Premier asare bhal
the stand of {he Canadian Home
BuiTders Association is Lhat
governments should not be holding
lands  and  should be, in  fact,
tendering them out to the private
sector, in  khe opinion of ihat
association? What is the
government's opinion on lands
presently held by the Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing Corporation
that could possibly be tendered
out to the private scector?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T am sure Uthal many
people have different views on
thai, . T :hink Lhe FRREDY Lhar
mativates this government more
Fhan anybhing else -is thalt having
Tand assemblies has a beneficial
effect in hwo ways: One, il makes
land available, whereas 1n  many
yaars pasl suitable land jusl was
not available: Secondly, 1t has
G OTE sorl of influence i
stabilizing Tland prices. So I
think that ds a broad statemeni of
the reasons why, faor guite a
minber of yearys, and T Lhink many
people have applauded this, NLHC
have been into the Jand assenbly
business.

MR. GULILAGE:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:

The obther comment made recently by
the President of the Newfoundland
Home Builders Aosocialion, M~
Gary Reardon, is that presently
the real need Tor Moawfoundland sand
lLabrador Housing, which had a
previous need cin urban areas, s
in rural Newfoundland and, excepl
for Tand banking, should not be
active in the market din  urban
AT Qs . Wonld the windister Tike to
comment on that stand taken hy the
Newf ourdTarnd itome Ruilders
Association?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

PR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I think what I should
do ig to ine ke sure that
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing
sends Lhe haon . membher Further
information, because "they have had
My programns and have baan
instrumental din putting quite a
large nmnumber of  houses in  rural
areas, especially in isolated
areas ., I think the Fact that they
have built in urban areas 1s just
one part of their mandabe, and AFf
the hon. member scrutinizes the
information  Lhat is  available aon
NLHC, I think he would he

reassuraed on the basis of it

MR. STMMONS :

Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
fhe hon, Lthe menber For Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister
of  the FErnviromnent (Mr. Russell)
relating to the jet Fuel spill at
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estimated
projectead
much
T han

GCoose Ray Adlrport, fthe
size of which has heen
upwards din recent days to as
as 800,000 Tibtres, or nore
RO, 000 harrels.

would the minister
indicate to the House whether he
ia satisfied that Shell 011, the
company responsible,® had done kthe
required monitoring of the
inventory? '

First of all,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and lLands.

MR. RUSSFEI L :

No, Mr. Speaker. The dinformation
that T have heen given Iy
of ficials, who coincidentally
happened to be in Goose Bay when
the apill WA s discovered,
indicates bthat perhaps bthe company
was negligent in this area, and we

arae  currenitly  frying o gelb wmore
information from them.

MR. SIMMONSG !

A supplementary, Mr. Speakor.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon, he

memher for Fortune Hermitage.

MR. STIMMONS:

I believe the
aware that there are
that the spill may have taken
place over a period of several
months, possibly going bhack as far
as last October or November. If
that 1is indeed bthe case, can the
minister indicate why the
shorttall in  inventory had not
been detected earlier by the
company?

minister will be
indications

MR. SPEAKFER:
The hon . the
Frnvironmaent and

Minister of the
Lancds .

MR. RUSSELIL:
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My, Speakar, I cannot idndicate
Fhat at Lhe presaent Lime. We have
asked them to give wus all their
compliances and all Lhe balancing
sheets they have done on that.
The hon. the member [ think s
correct in that it may havea
occurred as Far back as last Fall
with a valve being left open.

I might add, Mr. Speaker, the
company unkil now, or a couple of
days ago, was rather reluctant to
give us s OMe of the - basic
information that we were Jlooking
For and we had Lo threaten to
subpoena them to get it. I think
now they have come around somewhab
and I arn awaiting the final
Figures and balances and so on For
the spill itself.

MR. SIMMONS:
N supplemaentary, Mr.

Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary.

MR. STMMONS:

understand there is
a  requirement: thalt the moniktoring
be done on a fairly ongoing
basis, Could Lhe ministaer
indicate whether his department
people hauve in turn  discharged
Lheir obhligation insofar as
monitoring Fhis inventory is
concerned? Why was it only in the
last few days thakt 1t caine to the
attention of the department? Is
that neormal in  the circumstance,
or was there some negligence on
the part of departmental people
who ought to have bheen monitoring

Mrr. Speaker, I

the situation? tow  could  this
situation have gone on so long

without it coming o e
minister's attention?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . he
Fnuironment .

Minister ofF Fhe
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MR. RUSSELL:

Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not think
it 1s the responsibility of ny
department to go around all over
Lhe Province, this spill, as T
understand it at least, was in
faderal jurisdiciion, bhasically
speaking, 1in Goose Bay - to look
al each and auery value, and
everything thak 1is around, to see

iF

it is closaed,

T wonld Tike +to Ehiink thalti the
company in  question should have
dorne that, although obuiously lLhey
did not. T think 1t was their

responsibility ‘o do so. 5 they
discovered a apill or leakage or
whal.eyer prior fo its heing

reported, then it was their
responsibility to report it T am
waiting to get a final report, if
vou will, and 1iF there s some
negligence on the part of the
company then T will not hesikala
to lay charges.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
Lhe Minister of Municipal Affairs
(M. Rrebt). The minister is
amare  that we have many, many
uncorporated towns in the Province
of NewfFoundland amnd Labrador, nany
of  which have no convenient or
safe supply of drinking waber, and

they are 11O awaiting the
ANNOUTICEINETIH: of the minister's
programs particularly designed for
nnincorporat ed AP GEas ., The

walerworks program, I believe the
department calls i,

Cetn Lhe  minister indicate what

time that program will be
announced for these unincorporated
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Ehroughout the
Newfoundland . and

communities
Province of
Labrador?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AFFairs.

MR. BRETT:
Very soon, Mr., Speaker.

MR. LUSH:
Mr . Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., the member for Ronavista
Norbh.

MR, LUSH:
The season 1s advancing and these

people are wi howt crinking
water, Ik is a very serious
problem, S0, can bhe minister not
be more precise in terms of

address-ing tha needs of these
thousands of people throughout
Newf oundland whao are Loday
awaiting a supply of safe drinking
water?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Miniskter of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:
It should bhe clued up before the

end ofF Lhe weaek, Mr. Speaker. Tt
is  not exactly like the TJarge
Wt er aned S EAE T vole ar the

firefighling vote.

lLast year money For that
particulsar velbe was lssued over a
pariod of a number of years, much
Tike the Capital Recraation
Grants, and we are doing the same
Ching again Lhis year, S0 lLhere
is a multitude of little small
granks thal are going ouk and each
individual local service district
w11 e aduisaed. I Lhink Lhe
whole thing should be done by the
end of the week,
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MR . L.USIHE:
Mr-, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon,
the member for Bonavista Nerth.

MR. LUSH:
can he minister indicate
precisely what amounts of money
w11 bhe allocatad For fhese
waterworks programs? There must
he a figure on thalk, so can the
minister dindicate what kinds of
mnoney these people in these
communities will get?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, not  the inddivichual
amounts, because obvuiously I would
not have them, I do not know how
many requests werea in, bhut
certainly anany, many reguesis, and
@1l of them were not approved,
obviously, any more than for any
other program. The amount
allocataorl in  the budget  was, T
think, something like $800,000.
Of  that  anount:, T think abouwk
$395,000 was committed from Jlast
yaear, 50 thial lafl s
approximately another $400, 000,
and Lthat is the figure, thalt s
the amount that will be divided up
among kthe local service districts
now .

MR. HISCOCK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Eagle
River,

MR. HISCOCK:

My question dis to the Minister of
Fducation, Mr . Spaakar, with
regard to school bursaries.
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Black Tickle, Pinsent's fArm,
Norman Bay and other communities
i omy district have never din thetir
history had a student pass Grade
A1 oy Grade X110, The pain reason
is after Grade VUIIL, students have
Lo leave those communities and go
outside to complete thedir
education, A lot of parents find
it financially difficult to
support sludents, despite the
bursary of $175 for students in
Grade X and XT and X{T. I suppose
over the history of Lhese
comnunities approximately 1,200 to
1,500 students have started school
and never finished.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. HISCOCK:

Will the mintster undertake al
review of school Dbursaries? e
conld have a conference on  Lhe
Labhrador Coast, at Parl Hope
Shnpscon, and  being  in teachers,
educational specialists and
commun ity leaders fo Ffocus on the
idea of the need Ffor continuing
education wand the need For exhra
Financial support.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. bthoe Minister of

Felucakion,

MR. HEARN:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon.
nemnber for his ques kion

Certainly he raises some very
legitimale concerns. There still
are many dsolated communities in
our Prouvince where students who
attend school have perhaps had
less than equal opportunities 1in
the past. Certainly through many
endeavours we are Tinprouing
things, certainly transportation
syshtems have alleviated a lob of
the concerns and have narrowed

d onin Che number af such
communities,
NGO 39 RIDOH



Forr those that still exislt, quite
of ten the programs neaded to
complete high school cannot be
delivered properly 1in these small
communities, mainly due to the
numbers concerned, $0 bursary
programs are of fered Lo the
students to go to larger centres.
This sometimes does not work
because the students are very
young and quite often they give up
and  go . hack home . Undoubtedly
that 1s one of the reasons why we
have head a Jow sncecess rabe  in
many  communities. We are wvery
much aware of ithat,

We have increased the bursaries in
recent years to help out, in factl,
increased Ehaem tramendous Ty Lo
help parents finance students
going outside, bhut  between our
Nistance Fducation Programs and a
review of bthe whele ser up as it
affects smaller communities,
Mopefully we Can address
positively many of the concerns
raised by the wmember. '

MR, SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

The +time for Oral Questians has
elapsed.

MR. TULK:
Mr . Speaker, on a point of
privilege.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of privilege, the hon. the
mennber for Fogo.

MR. TUlK:

My, Gpeaker, T have to bring up a
point  of privilege ot the First
opportunity and T want to bring it
in relabion lo a nimmaber of Facks
which have been put before this
House Tt has to  do wilth  the
statement that was given hy the
Premier of {this Province on March
6, 1987 4in reply to a question -
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AN HON. MEMBER:
Is this the earliest opportunity?

Yes, and it is background
material, Mr. Speaker. Tt was an
answer to a question by the former
memher For Windsor -Buchans, My
Flight, on March 6, 1987, Hansard
will c¢learly show ik, in which he
asks a question of the Premier
concerning Mr. Lougheed, and Lhe
Premier makes the reply, "It is
not Mr. Longheed that bBhe $400, 000
has gone +to." I would ask the
Prasidenl of Treasury Board to pay
particular attention to this, -

MR. SIMMS:
Oh, of course,

MR. TULK:

- "It has gone to a law Firm of I
do not nol know how many whoe have
heen working on economic analysis
ar Tegal opinicns For Fhe
Province on the various proposals."

On the same day, March 6, the
Premier +in reply to & question
from the same gentleman made the
following statement: "Naow, M,
Speaker, let wme finish answering
the question hbecause bthaere were
three parts to the question, one
was  thak Me. Loughead was gebling
$400, 000, That is Brroneous .
That: is  going to Fhe Firm, "

Rennett Jones d1s ohviously who he

I

was referring to

The President of  Treasury Roard
(Mr, Simms) comes in  here and
tells v qgovernment paicd $291,000
in 1986/87 to Mr. lougheed's Jlaw
irm, Remred: | Jones ., He also
points oult to us or says, Y"The
Spoecial Warrant "

MR. DTNN:
Where is the point of privilege?

MR. TULK:
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T will
privilege in a second, as
I lay out the facts so the
can see whether Gt 15 a

privilege or not.

point of
SOON  as
Speakear
poinl  of

getl to the

Warrant s dated
1987, a few weeks
Pramiear macde Mois

"Ordered that approval

for an  expenditure of

$400,000 for the services of the

Tegal FHirmn Rannelt Jones of

Calgary. "

Special
Janualry 20,
before Lhe
statement .
be given

Mhis

Mr. Speaker, my point 1s this
House has been misled either on
March 6, 1987 or it 1s heing
misled today by the President of
Treasury Board.

understand the hon.
cut down on
paying to

M. Speaker, I
gentleman wanting to
Lhe figures he is

Longheed, ko the Formar Tory
Premier of Alberta; I understand

14 would cut clown on Ihe
emharrassment of the amount of
money bthis government has laid oot
ihe point of
this: T
deliberately
either the
Roard,
car
had:
this

Mr . Speakear,
pravilege ia simply
belicve somebody  has
mislead Lhis llouse,
Proesident o Traasury
because I do not believe he
have his wixed vp o cin
regard, or Premier of
Province.

fackts

the

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:
T say
anough.
the correct

Ehat that is not  good
Indeed, he has to give us
information.

MR. SPFEAKER:
Order, please!

Full well he
member of

member knows
accuse an  hon.

The hon.
cannot
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deliberately misleading the House

and  Ehis s what the hon. memhber
said. T would ask him to withdraw
it

MR.
No, on @
can.

STMMONS :
point  of privilege

youl

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, T an making a point
of privilege that I believe that
the hon. gentlemnan or somebody has
deliberately misled this House. I
would say Lo Your Honour o that
under a point of privilege, 1f
your Honour finds thalk there is no
prima facie case, then I would say
to Your Honour T would probably
have to withdraw it. RBut under a
point of privilege, certainly I
can say 1t. It is the basis of my
point of privilege, that the hon.
gentleman, through making the
st:atemaent he has made Gtoday, that
in  1986/87 the government only
paid Fhe Firm  of  Benneki Jones
$291,000, and since the Premier
nade the G e slhatemant  saying
that in 1986/87 Lhey paid
$4.00, 000, somehody has
deliberately misled this House. I
can sae nol obher reason for what
is happening. That ds the basis
ol my privilege

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Speaker
listen to the

haue e
The
the
the

that

rug,
huge
much,
under

does not
hon. gentleman.
Eruth  of  the matter 1is thalt
hon. gentleman would like for
Speaker to Tisten to him so
he could sweep this under the
sa that he could sweep Lhis
expenditure of God knows how
mayhe $600,000 aoar $700,000,
the rug.

The

SPEAKER:
please!

MR .
Order,
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MR. SIMMS:
Are you rinished now? .

MR. TULK:
Yes, T am finished.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the
Council,

President of khe

MR. STMMS:

I thought the hon. member  was
goting 1o go on Forever, Mpr.
Speaker, it seemed like.

MMrst of «ll, two things: One s
with respect to  the very strong
case that Lhe hon. member has put
Forward Loty bto  astablish a
prima facie case of hreach of
privilege, T wonld have to say to
Your Hornour, you will not have to
recess  the House, you will  pet
have to spend much time consulting
with the Taw c¢lerks or anything
else to determine whether or not
there s a proimna Facie case
established.

MR. SIMMONS:
(Inaudible) like that.

MR. SIMMS:

[ will make wmy argument. The hon.
member will not have to worry
about 1t at all. T will make ny
argument 1in the same way as the
hon. wember did, however, T wil]
not  bhe unparliamentary, as the
Mo, member for Fogo was,

Mr . Speaker, obuiously bthere is po
prima facle case. This matter is
not so dnporfant as o Forget all
the rest of the business of the
country and  the  Prouvince bto gaob
onto it. That 4is all Your Honour
s asked to rnle on. [hois nol on
the aubstance of the dssue, bhut
whelther  there s A prima Facie
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case.

MR. TUILK:
The substance is there.

MR. SIMMS:

[t is not., The Speaker's role 1in
determining whether there 1is &
prima facie case d1s Timited to
deciding the formal question, not
the question of substance. So bhe
hon. member 1is wrong. Now, that
is point number one.

So with respect though to what he
was  trying to say and the foolish
old arqgument he was trying to make
in terms  of wasting the time of
the House, let me just address 1t

very brielly. First of all, M.
Speaker, you should be aware that

Fhe hon. members opposite had Fhig
case all prepared, all typed up,
passed  onl and euverything, ready
to go, no matter what Lle
gquestiions and answers were during
Question Period. Fverybody knows
vhat . You can  see  whrough  them
like a glass window. So that is
point muoober one.

Point number two, I have already
explained, Mr, Speaker, e
question they raised during
Queskion Period and related to
what he tried to tie into March 6,
1987, over a year ago, a year and
a half ago almost now.

DR. COLLINS:
e might have said 1986,

MR. SIMMS:

1987, I believe he said. IL was
1987, o iU was over A year Aago,
1l d1s obviously nolt something ULhat
s very current and very topical.
They seem to Ahink 4t is. They
are irying Lo dgeneralte  anoiher
1ssue  which ds  their role eavery
day in the Honse of Assoembly.

T hive

already axplainad, M
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Speaker, the situatdion wi th
respect to the amount of money
that was paid toe the law firmmn. 1
explained it very openly here
roday . There was no big fuss, no
big racket over dt or anything
Tike thai. T explained it NG
the hor . memhber does not
understand 4 or does not belieue
i1, 1 cannot- do anything about
that, T can only tell him what the
facts are. At the very most, what
Lhe  member has raised is nol &
point of privilege certainly -

MR. DINN:
A diffFerence of apinion.

MR. STMMS:

unlikely a point of order, but
mnore along the Tines as my
colleague, +the Minister of Mines
just said, merely a difference of
opinion between two hon. members
as Lo the factks. That 1is all.
There 1is no big deal here. We
have explained -it. TE _dis all up
front and straight forward.

NDR. COLLTINSG:

Gel a pockel computer.

MR. STMMS:
There is nothing to it at all, it
is not even worth debate.

MR, SPFAKER:

To that point of privilege, T an
going te look dinto bhis matier and
T hope to be able to rule whether
Lhere is a prima facie case or nob
later on today.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.
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MR. WEINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, I table the answer Lo
guestion number  twenty -seven in
the name of the hon. the member
For Gander.

MR. HEARN:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPFEAKER:

The hon., the Minister of Fducabion,
MR. HENRN:

My, Speaker, I have a further
Answer to A gnestbtion  From  bhe
member for Lthe Strait of Relle
Tale (Mr . Dacker) At promnisead
yesterday in relation to Lhe
educational section of e &5
charged for a big game fee.

The membher asked what has Dbeen
done . Resides what I told him
yesterday, which Wa s rather
comprehensive and certainly worth
the amount of money dinuvolved, I
would just add to that that LbLhe
Fee, when it was announced, 1t was
s bated Chadt revenue generalbead
would be used to offset Lhe cost
of the big game Ticence draw, to
engage and equip additional
wildlife protection officers, and
Lo enhance and expand the
information anel ecducation
programmes of Lhe Wildlife
Division.

The big — game Ticence draw  is
pretty detailed, and basically
$100,000 has been spent Lo sei it
up . Three additional wildlife
proteclion officers have been
added, and since 1983, the hudget
of  the Information and Education
Unit of the Wildlife Division has
been increased by almoest $100,000
a year, which is very
significant. To get specifically
to the education component, the
project Wild, which s a programme
to integrate wildlife conservation
with the school curriculun, has
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been developed and has been tesbed
in twelve schools throughout the
Prouvince. T e sure  bhe member
did not know that.

AN HON. MFMRER:
You did not, eilher.

MR. HEARN:

T just did not know the number of
schools. I thought it was +ten,
but it is twelve.

With the Department of Fducation
and school boards, once it 1s
Fully aualuatacd 11 will he
implemented through teacher
workshops. The aclhivity basad
resource will dnvolve children and
their teachers in all ygrades wilh
rewl Jife concepts and problems,
and  the goal s to  foster, of
colrse, rosponsible bahaviour
towards our environment .

M acdibion Lo this, s A
mentioned yesterday, the Wildlife
NDivision has also conbribnbted Lo
the Tnuironmental Scilience course

tarrght, in Lhe schools . fAlso,
comprehensive gquides, and so on,
have bean daeveloped a4 an

education programme for the
hunters. S0 T think we certainly
got the worth of the $5 charged,
and [ will table 1t

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

M. Speanker, I indicated
yesterday, in answernr to some
spurious allegations made by the
hor.  wmember for Porlt de Grave,
Fhab [ would table a Tetier 1 got
in  Jooking dinto the matler, a
leblter to we hy Mr. John learn,
Astociate  Fxecutive Director of

the General Hospital, Iodid say T
was going to check with Mr. Hearn
Jjust Lo SR ir Mo M any
probhlems . He saild he has no
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probTaems whiatsoevaor, G0 1 MO
table the letter.

Orders of the Day

DR. COLLINS:

Mot{1on 1, #4111 41, We did not
quite finish the schedule of Rill
at,

On motion, that the House resolve
itself into Commitbtee of the Whole
on Supply to consider certain
resolutions  for the granting of
Supplementary Supply to Her
Majestby, My Speaker Teft the
Chair.

Committee of the Whole on Supply

MR. CHAIRMAN (Parsons):
Order, please!

DR. COLLTINS:

Mr . Chairman,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
fhe hon. {the Minitster of Health.

PR. COLLTNS:

Mr . Chairman, just to refraesh
people's minds, whten we went
through this particular resolution
and  the bill subsequent therelo,
there was some gquestion raised
aboul: an ikem in the Schedule with
regard to the Department of
Finance, ancl Eheat item  in Lthe
Department of Finance related to
Lhe equity inves tinent in
Newfoundland Enviroponics .
Specifically as Lo the amount kEhat
was assigned to the land portion

when the AnNNnounceamani s
originally made, the equilty that

gouvermnearl Was putiing  cinto I Fye
project was $2.5 million din cash
anc 51 miTtTldion cin laond, The poink
was  bhrouaght up that subsequently
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the land was assessed at $150,000,
so there was a question about the
$850,000, which is the difference
between $150,000 and $1 million.
Mr. Speaker, as [ explained just
at the end of the day, the other
day, there Wi some
misunderstanding about what that
$1 millicn was for. T was not
for Jand, it was  for  serviced
Tand . T wighlt just point out ihat
in 8 statement made by the hon.
the Premier on May 8, 1987, in
part he says, 'This contribution'
hiat is the 41 milldion

'consists of providing the joint
venture company +thirty acres of
serviced land valued at
approximately $1 willion.' As T
explained the other day, the
150,000 applied Lo the assessed
value of the raw land.

Tt Was originally contemplated
that government would keep up ks
undertaking by bringing that raw
land up to serviced land status by
further expenditures, and 1t was
estimated Fhat Fhose further
expenditures would bring the whole
kotal up +to $1 million. Ns ik
turned out, to be practical about
il, it was  decided that  rather
{han government bringing the land
np to this serviced Tand stabus,
it would bhe best 1if we just handed
over the raw Tand and supplied bhe
funding for the contractors and
the ofthoer people already on site,
or going on the site for the
prirpose  of building the stroctnre,
Lo do the servicing. $So the money
Fhat  govermnent  woutld have spenk
doing the servicing dtself was
supplied to  the project people,
who did the servicing. There 1is
no disparity bhetrween what  was

announced in Lermsa of equity
conktributions ancl what Was

actually done, it was done 1in a
slightly differenk manner.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. he
Opposition.

lLaader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Chairman, somebody has greatly
misled the hon. the Deputy
Premier. Quilte c¢learly, somebody
has greatly misled him. There is
no way in the world bhat anybody
can agree that the value of thirty
acras of prime land in the middle
of Mount Pearl, with the services
running bry il Fronting on o a
serviced street, is worth $150,000

ar $5,000 an acre. Tt was  worth
approximately $40,000 an acre in

Lhe condit-bion in which 6 was. Ir
you ran services throughout it for
a stubdivision, 1t would be worth a
great deal wmore. Rut that land
Was workh something in the
neighbourhood of $1 million to
abouk $1.3 million. T am prepared
to accept the rounded figure of $1
million Ehat the Premiar
originally announced. I do not
really quarrel with . that, that
that dis the real value of that
piece of property.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Tland, as
far as this usage was concerned,
was serviced; the services were 1in
the street, fronting on the Tland.
TF you were going to develop bhe
thirty acres, you would probably
gelt 130  or 140  building  lobts.
Maybe 4f you were gdgoing to put
poasidential skreebs  and  khall in
it, then it was nolt serviced Ffor
that purpose.

MR. WINDSOR:

It was zoned agricultural,

MR. WELLS:
The zoning does nob mabter.

MR. WINDSOR:
It does not?

MR. WELLS:
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The  zoning does not  make any
differaence.

MR. WINDSOR:

o certainly dooes. Tt omakes a big
difference 1in the wvalue of the
land. fhe hon. gentleman knows
enough about law for that.

MR. WELLS:

The zoning does not make any
difference +to the value of that
raw  land and what it was worth.
NewfFoundland and Labrador Housing
own that land, Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing, whose  primary
Function 1s to provide raw land
nok fFor farming in Ehe widdle of
the now c¢ity of Mount Pearl but
for housging  and comnerical  and
other «imilar development. That
is the function of Newfonndland
and labrador lousing. They were
marshalling thatt Tand  for  bhab
purpose, not to run a farm. The
read valne of that Tand, Mr .
Chadrman, was, at the very least,
a full $1 i1l ion

DR. COLLINS
Who said that?

MR. WEFILS:

The Premier <icd,

DR. COILIINS:
No, he did not.

MR. WELILS:

Yes, he did. He was going to put
in serviced land, and For the use
to which €4t d4s being put, that
land was serviced.

DR. COLILINS:
No!

MR. WEIILS:

Yes, it was.

MR. WINDSOR:
Nol whern it was bhought (inaudible)
development.,
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MR. WEILS:

Tndeed it was,

AN HON. MEMBFR: a
T4 was for agricolbural,

MR. WELLS:

Indeed it was. It was serviced
for the unse to which it was put.

MR. WINDSOR:
Tt was  serviced by bthe Housing
Corporation.

MR. WEILLS:
TE was serviced,

Mr. Chairman, c¢learly the value of
that land was, at the very least,
$1 million. And when you look at
the documents, and the statements
made by the hon. the Premier, bthat
is very c¢lear, He made it c¢lear
1 had: the Lobal euirity of the
government would be $3.5 million -
the lotal equity of bhe govermaeent
would be $3.5 million.

Now  1if ihe Deputy Premier is
correct in his assertion, and bhe
Minister of Fimance 1s correclt in
heis stupport of it thaen the
Premier would have saild the real
equity of the government would bhe
$4,350,000, hecause we are going
Fo pnbt in $15%0,000 of raw  land;
$3.5 million din cash, and we are
going Lo spend $850,000 to service
it.

DR. COLLINS:

That was not done,

MR. WELLS:

That ¢ whak you are saying. That
is, dn fact, whak was done.

DR. COLLTNS:

It was not.

MR. WFELILS:

When you look at the figures and
Took at the agreement  dabed thea
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25th day of June, signed betweaen
the government and the Sprung
Group of Compan-ies, it clearly
provides that the Sprung Companies
were Lo construckt the Facilities
on the land as defined, that is
Fhe - Tand conveyed or to he
conveyed - hy Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing, for $14,325%,000,
and. it also provides that they

were o be responsible o
construct a fFacility on the land.
ANlso, Mr, Chairmian, the

construction contract signed Jater
provides thalt they were to do all
1the work, and they were paid
specifically for doing the site
preparation work; they were to get
A payment of $1.6 willion on the
signing of the contract, and $2.6
i llion when the site preparabion
work was done. That 1s to bhe
Found 1in Clause 4.2 in vthe payment
schedule. "$2.6 milldon by
installments in accordance with a
payment schedule to be agreed upon
following receipt of site plans
and designs duly stamped by a
gualif led angineer entitled to
practice in Newfoundland. In this
paragraph, site plans and designs
shall refer to all site
preparation incTluding cleaning,
levelling, road construction,
installation of water and sewer
hook—-ups . " Under the construction
contract, thal work was to be done
by 1he Sprung Group of companies.

The real value of the Jand and the
raal equity the gouvermnent of bhis
Province has 19 lhat dnvestment,
M Chairmman, s $4.3 millien, and
we ought now to recognize 1t and
Krow, when we are vobing on bhis
hill, exactly what we are doing.

It is not accurate to say that the
value of {that land was $150,000,
For which 1t was conveyed. The
value of that Tand was, at  the
very least, ¢$1 million, so the
real equity the gouernment of this
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Prouvuince has in that, Mr .
Chairman, is $4.3 million, and we
should know exactly what we are
doing when we do 1it.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. bhe Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
I assume the hon. the leader of
i

Fe Oppos-iiion iy genuinely
confused on this matter. I am
assoing  that. Fhe pointk cis that

this land out there was oulside a
municipalitby, itowas roaw land, ib
was essentially hog Jland; 1t was

nnusable beg Tand dn the stabe it
was in.

The original arrangement was that
Jand  would  be supplied to  the
project on which they would
caonsbtrucet  the sktruchure, fro  do
that, government had to do ‘two
things: Firstly, ik had e
procure the land from NLHC, and,
secondly, it had to do certain
things. I am going to -use the
word 'servicing', because thak is
what the hon. member said 1in his
stakbemant: . T am not going to read
the whole thing, bhut his statement
reads as Follows: "To help
establish this $18.4 million
Facility in the Province, T am
pleased to announce Lhe
contribnlion by bthe Government of
Newfoundland and labrador.
Firstly, &he Province will provide
an  equity contribution of  $3.5
i Ll ian Thiis conktribubion
consists of providing to the joint
venbure  company  bhirty  acres  of

serviced land valuecd @l
approximately 4 i Tldion, The

halance of the Province's equily
conbtribation of $2.5% million will
he in the form of a cash advance
o the joinl venture cowmpany."

That was the way it was going to

he done. The Tland was to  he
procuradd rom MI_HC, anrnl NILHC
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chargerd the  govermaent 150,000
far- the Tand, Covernment was then
to o opul it in such oa Torm that bhe
project could use it Tt was
esbimaled  that  that weunld add an
axtra $8L0,000 1o the cost, making
& $1 wmillion contribution,

Mow when we got down o cases on
it, 1t was clear that it would be
pointless to  have Lwo  separate
construction projects going in
Lhere: one construction project
putting up the Ffacility, and the
other sons Eruction project
servicing the land.

So arrangements were made that the
" Al land, valued akb $150, 000,
would be passed over together with
an amount  of money, Lhat the
contractor doing the project, the
Facility, would put the land [dnto
shape 1o make it serviced land.
And  Mewifoundland Frnuiroponics, by
the way, decided to go ahead on
that basis, that he inclusive
figure would be $1 million. In
aclhual Tact, 1t dmened cub dhat il
cost  them wmore +than $850,000 to
Pake  raw Tand  and put it dinto A
shape that was switable for the
Facility. Tt cost  them more than
that .

MR, WELLS:
What. did they do  that cost  that
much?

DR. COLLINS:
What did they do?
books .

Tt is on their

MR. WELLS:
But what did they do thalk cost
that much?

DR. COILLINS:

Not being a construckion person, I
cannot answer that. Rut I know
that. T wvisited ihe project very
early on, hefore there was any
structure on the place, and T can
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fell the har, I eacar of Ihe
Opposition that there was land

mousing el pment:, backhoes Aricl
trucks, and concrete things and
pipas all  over the place ont
there. T am quite sure that
sombhing was  going  on. I can

assure him of that.

That ds the explanation, and the
Lotal eqitity puk ir by Fhe
Newfoundland Government ended up
At $150, 000 i 7 @l land,
sufficient monies that it Was
agreed they would put in to make
the land serviced, $850,000, and
$2.5 wmillion in cash, and that was
matched by a similar contribution
by the other side of the bargain.

MR, CHATRMAN:

The hor. the lLeader of Lhe

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

M. Chairman, bthere dis no way in

the world 1t s guing to  cost
$8R0,000 to put in a. waterline Ffor

@ single asage, For one uanit, TF
you had to service it for lots, I
could nndars tand it bheting

substantial.

Now, then, if there is any
credibilily to  what the Deputy
Premier is saying, would he
explain the Premier's shkatenent, T
hbelieve delivered in the House
bul it may not have been, 1t may
have been delivered to the press -
dated June 2%, 1987, 1in which he
says this, "As dndicated at Lthe
Lime  of  our announcement in May,
government is making the following
contributions ko Newf oundland
Fnuiroponics: an equity dnfusion
of  $3.% million, which “ncludes
the land and related
infrastructure. "

DR. COLILTNGS:

Right!
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MR. WEILILS:

Aredd  related infrastructure which
includes it The $3.5 million
includes it Now if it Was
necessary to put in another
$8L0,000, why did he make the
statement that: it included the
related infrastructure? Would he
explain that?

MR. CHACRMAM:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLILTNS:

What the horn. member just said
valicdates what T said, The total
contribution of the government was
$3.5 millicn, wmade up of cash and
Tand. There wa s no extra
$850, 000 . The Fact thal Cthe Tand
in the raw state coslt $150,000 and
o bring i1 nup  to  usage  cosi
arother $8R0, 000 totalled,
Gherefore, 1 il lion, Ay the
cash amount was $2.5 milldion,
making a kolal of $3.% million, is
what T have heen saying all
along. The contribution was $3.5
million, including the raw land
and the structures, or whatever
that statement says, that were
necessarily related to 1f.

MR. DAWE:

Comme ¢l comme ¢a.

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon. the
Opposition,

l.eader of the

MR. WFEILS:

Pid Lhey +take any steps to have an
eyvaluation done of the Tand belore
they allowed it to he conveyed for
$150,000, puablic Tand?

NDR. COLLTNG:

The Jand in question was purchased
by NIEHC . Tt cost $150, 000, T
helieve.

MR. WITLLS:

T NEX: expropriated. { wei 11
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produce a copy of ik,

DR. COILLTNS:

I am not going to get dinto that
aspect of bthings. T am going ko
say it was acquired by NLHC and, I
understand, at a cost of $150,000.

MR. WEIIS:

$160,000, to be precise.

PR. COILTINS:

They had done nothing with the
Tand From +the time 1They acquired
it until the proposal was pul Lo
Fhem  Lhat fhis would he unsed hy
Newfoundland ¥Fnuiroponics, so they
transferrad 6 Lo bhe Province for
that purpose at ils purchase price.

SOMIT HHON., MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, WELLS:

The land was expropriated in
fotal, My, Chailrman

MR. J. CARTER:

Only a corner of 1it. Did you not
hear the minister? Only & corner
of dt. My God! I would not hire
you.

MR. WELLS:

fFrom one Albhert Eales. T have
the expropriation-order, and it is
rhe exach description. T have Lhe
expropriation order here. Tweluve
hectaraes, Fhatt s abount  thirky
acres, 1is what was expropriated,
done by Brown and Cave Surveys.,

N, M Cheadirinan, the
expropriation took place in 1973,
fifteen  years  belore, 'hat, s

what the land was worth in 1973,

Now you convert those 1973 dollars
into 1987 dollars, Mre Chalrman,
and with [ he change N
clircumstances in Mount Pearl you
will come oult with that land
having & real value Ffor public
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housing puarposes in bthis Prowince,
for which Newfoundland and
fabrador  Housing  marshalled  the
Tarid for which they marshalled
it a real value of $1 million.
Now the reality of 4t 1is we put
Fhat  Tand inte  that for $150,000,
That ds  what we did, and the
goueirmnenlk gol, $25,000 o

engineering services.

DR. COLLTING:
What did 1t cost the Newfoundland
Govermient to buy the Tand?

MR. WELILS:

Well, it cost it at least
$160, 000, which was the amount
paid at the time of the
expropriation, in 1973.

MR. TULK:
That d1s all it cost.

MR. WEILLS:

In 1973, that ds what it coslt,
Now the value of 1t  dincreased
greaily since then, . to bthe point
where the hon. gentleman knows
that the real uvalne of that: Tand,
in the heart of what dis now the
cilby of Mount Pearl, s, ab ihe
very Jleast - at the very least -
%51 mitlion, A the Premiaer
oridginally stated,

DR. COLLTNSG:
(6 owas zoned, For God's sake. I
was never zoned for residential.

MR, WELLS:

By puiiting it in in this way, for
$150, 000, there has been an
additional aquity infusion into
Newfoundland Enviroponics out of

public funds, whether il is
through Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing or any olher public

agency, of about $850,000. Now
that is the realibty of 1t.

MR. J. CARTFER:
No, at bds not.
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MR. WELLS:
That 1is all we are saying. The
dead s done.  No doubt this Honse
is going to approve of dt, bul let
ns  de it knowingly  and  have  the
pecople of this Province recognize
whal  we are doing wilh Lhecir
money . And that dis exactly what
we have  done din this  particndar

case.

MR . CHATRMAN:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Chairman, T am nobt going to
try to conuvince the hon. Leader of
Fhe Opposition otherwise bthan what
he just stated. If he has decided
that: 1s the way he 1 going Lo
look on it, 1t is a free country,
let: him do it ATT T an saying is
that the Newfoundland Government
paid out: o NLHC  $150,000 or
$160,000, or whatever it was NLHC
was  charging govermnent  for he
land, and it then paid out  to a
contractor $850,000 to service bthe
land, so¢ that the total packet
added up fto $1 willion, which was
part of dts equity in Newfoundland
Fhnuiroponics

Now if the hoin.,  lLeader of  the
Opposition SAYS thatl SOMeoNa
shouTld have gone ol and appraised
the land differently, that s his
opinion and he ds welcome Lo ik,
A1l I can say 1is that he knows as
well as [ do thalt if you sell &
house, there dis no fixed value on

Lhe house. Fhe Fixed value on the
house dis what someone pays for
it And  Lhe price one night put

on a house when you go to the
market is what the fellow down the
street sold his house for and what
someone tp  khe shkreeb sold his
house for, which might be entirely
different from what a Fellow two
streets over sold his house for.
So il odis all relataed o the buyer
and the seller. There 1s no price
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or uvalue of land as {the hon.
membaer is suggesting. He i
suggesting that there dis a value
For land, -+t is worked ouk in
dollars and that dis the end of
it Thaere s no such Cthing. The
value of land is what & seller and
a buyer decide one will let the
land go for and the other one will
purchase it for.

[n Ethis particular case, NLIC said
we will give the government this
land  For the uvalue thalt we put
into dit. We have done nothing
with the land in the meantime, we
have frozen the Jand and it cannot
be used for any other purpose.

It dis Tike  the Tand  cin Pippy
Par . You might say, someone has
a4 hense down on Flizabelbh Aveaenne
and the Jand down there ds worth
$60,000 [for a bthirty foot Tot, n
the Pippy Park, just across the
way, that has nothing to do with
it, it ds frozen Jand.

T the same way, this Jland was
sequestered by NLHC. ro do that
it cosl $150,000; it was not going
o use it for any purpose other
Lhan this particular purpose, and
it let it go for thait value.

Now the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition has a different opinion
on it. He 1is welcome to Hit, and T
am sure orne will never shake him
from it. I am just telling him
the facks of khe case.

MR. WELLS:

Refore you sit  cdown, will you
answer one nore guesiion?

DR. COIIINS:
Y.

MR. WFILLS:
Why wei
Labrador Housing spend
axpropriating vseless Tand?

NeuifanndT il el
$150, 000

13977 July 6, 1988 Vol Xl

DR, COLLINS:

Why id NELHC buy land and fifteen
years later not do anything with
17 Why did they want to sit on
land for fifteen years and not do
anything wikh ik? They decided
that they were not going to do
anykhing wikth the land.

MR. J. CARTER:
Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. Lhe umenber for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:
Look, Fhe transfer  of  Jand  From
one government agency lo another

i ot Fho S e thing
transferring Tand O the  free
miarket . That s +he first thing.

The second thing is that the hon.
gentleman  owins a house  in Lhe
centre of St. John's Lhat is zoned

residential, Mo ir by S OINe
chance it were to he rezoned
conmmer-ical, i iy piece of
property instead of being located

where it s was located on  tLhe
corner of FElizabeth Auvenue and
Portugal Cove Road, 1t would be
worth roughly five times what it
1s workth.

The hon. gentleman would certainly
he the first one Lo agree Lhere
that for some reason or other, the
Council in this civy, when bthere
are corner lots, they somehow will
allow czoning o change and you get
service stations on each corner;
it has happened on bhe corner of
Newfoundland Drive and Portugal
Cove Road, 1t has happened on the
corner of Flizabelh Avenue and
Portugal  Coue  Road, and 1L has
also happenad on the corner nol
too Tar from the hon. the | eadaer
of the OQpposition's house dtself,
rdight  at the lep  of  Rebinson's
Hill. If the property was zoned
Aiffoarently, Fhen Ihe teader of
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Ehe Opposition would be absolutely
correctl,

This goes bhack to 1972, and I
hink he Fales Family wer e
treated quite generously. T  am
stre 16 was net a willing btransier
of property, because there 1s an

expropriation order. IF they had
willingly parted with the Tand,
Fhoere w1 haue Deen no

expropriation. This government,
and T am very prouad o say  so,
whenever it has expropriated land
i1 has always nsed the principle a
house fFor a house. Now it is hard
bo extend that to, perhaps, thirty
acres, but they still have done

it In other words, they hauve
said what would bhe the cost of

buying thirty acres, twelve
hectares, or whatever it dis, of
land in a comparable aresa in this
town or din this area, and they
paid the person accordingly. Bt
when 1t was bought 1t was bought
as farmland; bthe zoning was nevaer
changed. And, by the- way, not
only was it bog Tand, 1t also had
an  extraordinary amount of rock
sticking up through it S0 the
improvements, T think, cost ralther
more han $850, 000, A Mr .
Sprung himself told wme that the
costs Associated wilth  climprouving
thatl Jland were far bheyond what
iaial enghreering sbtncios
indicated, so there has heen a lot

of  money ponred  cinto brucking,
Filling, hlasting and hbulldozing

and all the rest of it

I appreciate that the lLeader of
the Opposiltion has Lo make some
political points, bul if [ thought
for one minute that he really
believed what he was saying, [
would suggest that he give up his
law  prackice and turn in his
credentials, or his sheepskin or
whatever it s Fhey have, fear
down his name plate and try his
bhesk to remain as leader of Lhe
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Opposition For the rest of his
career. Now I can assure him that
we will do  onr bhest  bto  promote
this c¢hange in his status. He can
bhe teader of rhe Opposibion for as
long as he wants, and I will
stippord: him in bthalt role from any
direction possible.

MR. GUILLAGF:
M. Speakar,

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Walerford
Kemnouind: .

MR. GULILAGE:

Mr. Chairman, just to pursue the
Tine of questioning for a woment,
the member for S$St. Jolhn's North
(Mr, Carter) just macle an
interesting comment, that the
govermneni:  has always taken Lhe
stand of a house for a house,

When you consider that that land,
valued supposedly at  $150,000 in
1973, would in no way be valued at
$150,000 today because we are only
talking about $5000 per acre,
which s almost  idiculous. TF
you are talking about & house Ffor
@ honse, the bransfer valoe would
have to he alt Tleastl, I would
stuggest, b Teast in bhe wicinity
of  $R00, 000, even 1if  you just
wanted to take a aninimal cindlat ion
value and apply to Lhe original
$150, 000

I do not know if the $150,000 was
Lhe correcl Fignre

MR. GUILILNAGE:

Whatever 4t was, 1f you applied
Fhe principle, as  the mewmber has
said, of a house for a house, then
Lhe value of thalt Tand would have
to  be considerably higher than
indeed was  deeded over to  bthis
Sprung group of companies at
$150,000.

No. 69 RI978



DR. COII INS:

What wvalue would be put on, say,
thirty acres of serviced land?

MR, GUILLAGE:

T would think thirty acres of
serviced land would be din  the
vicinity of $1 million or more.

DR. COLLINS:
Right, so that is it.

MR. GULLAGE:
But if T heard -

AN HON. MEMRER:
(Tnaudible) .

DE. COLLINS:
[+ was nob servicaed,

MR. GULLAGE:
LI S heard the Depuly Premier
carraeclly i that he amoiint
applied was dn the vicinity of $1
wilTlion, bobt L was decided that
$150,000 would be used, granted
150,000 was  bhe transier amount
hetween Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing and the govarnmeni, but
using the $150,000 and then saying
thalk infrastructure was considered
to be the other $850,000, well, if
in fact Ehe Jand 1ds worth a Tlok
more than $150,000, even if it is
only a dollar wmore, wmy concern is
we are not talking about a
situation where governnent only 1is
involued. To say that you can
transfer in  this situakion, the
same as you would between
govermnent departments, where we
have a person dinvolved from the
{ sector, Fhe  Sprung

free market
group of companies, in partnership
wikh Ehe government, is blabanily
wrong, hecause you are saying you
will bransfer  alt & very minimal
vadue, @ 1973 value, if you accepl
$1%0, 000 assime it s $150,000
For a  moment - you make the
Frans Fror @t Fhat ualne and atl of
the added value, whatever 1t s,
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whether b 45 41 .00 or $85%0,000,
will be shared dn the future,
depending on  the lbroeak  down  of
shares 1in the Jjoint venture, hy
the  Sprung  people, and T kthink
that ds wrong. That 1s blatantly
Wrony .

Added to that you are saying
infFrastruckure s on top of the $1
million, assuming the Tand has a
value of $1 million. So o we  dare
talking $3.5 million. Assume for
a moment that it is $1 million and
it is deemed to he a $1 million
valile hecause services were Lo bhe
site, and now dif I heard the
NDepulty Premier correchtly, you are
adding infrastructure costs,
devoelopment costs, and ranning the
lines to the buildings, and so on,
on  top  of  that again, unless T
heard him wrong.

AN HON. MEMBER:

|'\\.l (3

MR. GULILAGE:

Okay . If that dis not what he said
Lhen, we are back to the value of
the land, so let us stay with
hads . Assume it ds $1 milTlion, or
$500,000, whatever dit dis over and
above that ninimal value
transferred over to the Sprung
group of companies, whatever the
difference 1is, it dis going to he
shared eventually. TF i1t works or
fails, there dis going to he an
equity bransfer by way o of an
increase in share wvalue to the

Sprung people. Maw, Fhat i
blantantly wrong when you consider
the government should nol e

transferring land for less Lhan
what it s worth when a private
group of companies, or a private
Eneiysichoad or Indivicdials are
involved outside of government.

MR, WINDSOR:
Mr Chatimnan.
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MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon. the Minister of

Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:
M. Chairman, I just want to try

to clear up sOINe of the
inaccuracies that are being putl
fForward here today. On  a arinor
peoint  firsl of all), I want Lo
inForn Ihe Faadar of [he

Opposition that the Sprung
grecenhotise is peilther in the City
of Mounl Pearl, neither 1s 4t in

the district of Monnbt Poar] i
dia dn the area controlled by the
St John's Metbropolitan Aran
Roard, qr Fhe great electoral
district of Kilbride. S0 let us
set the record straight. It
happens Lo be  accessed  From A

street in Mount Pearl; the land is
physically locatad in the St
John's Metropolitan Area Board, in
an area coned agricultural by the
St. John's urban region plan a
long time ago, back in the early
1970s, about the time that the
Tand was expropriated by Lhe
Newfoundland and lLabrador Housing
Corporabtion when bthey expropriated
some 2,000 or 3,000 acres of
property. Leir me corraclt myselfl,
{hhey did not expropriale all Llhat
inuch, They expropriated pari of
it and the balance was Crown land,
deaded by lLhe govermnenit of Ihe
day, of which the hon. gentleman
may  or  miay not have becn @ pari,
it was  the same administration,

bt guilte  properly so, to ihe
llous:ing Corparation to undertake
heis greal @Xpansion ol
residential, commercial and
indis e ial development Lo

accommodate the natural growth of
the St Jaohn's Metropoelitan area.

Thal. piece of land, as my colleage
from S, John's North (My~ . J.
Carter) correctly points out, was
expropriated fFrom the Fales
Family, which was part of a much
larger piece of property of which
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they st1ill own hy far the majority
arel s i1 Jive on and still
utilize that land. This part was
a pilece of Tland that was taken
from it.

Rehind the Sprung structure Lhere

BRES i Lrunk g aper that WA s
constructed hack in 1973 Lo
accommodate all the G @alg) o

draining down from what used to he
calTled Fhe Newdown aread, Mow, the
hon., gentleman has  been din  law
Teng enouygn o know  Ehat whaen you
divide & piece of property you
yary effoeciively decrease lLhe net
value and the usability of Lhe
balance of bthat properby. At khat
point din time, obviously the right
thing to do and the fair thing to
do and what was eventually agreed
upon, was Lo expropriate bthe whole
piece of property, the property
Fhat was  needed for  bhe  trunk
sewer and the property left over
in balance which ab thak point in
time Was not totally planned
exacltly as Lo what might happen to
it.

Eventually, in fact, 1in 1973, the
urban  region plan  froze all of
that area as part of the
agricullaral  zone in St John's
and this government has very
deliberately and very tenaciously
protected that agricultural zone
becmuse it represents one ol kbhe
most prosperous or most prolific
agricnlinral zopes we have in This
Province . So e have heen
protecting it at all costs,

Now  the uvalue of  the Tand, M™r.
Speaker, dis a strange Lhing. What
was il hack  thon? I 0 recall
correctly, arnd I stand Lo e
corrected, T think the Jland Gthat
was hought at that time by Housing
Corporalion was well Tass  than
$4,000 an acre that was actually
paicd For. Certainly the price of
rai land hought by private
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developers at the time was in the
order of arouand 54,000 peir acire.
s 1) recall the Housing
Corporaiion pia il someha: Tess
Lhan that, 3t may have even been
Tess than  $3,000 per acre. S0
thal Hs whal din fact was paid for
as unseryiced agricultural Tand.

What: as the value voday?
Nothing, Mr. Speaker, absolutely
zero, in Ffact, until the Sprung
organization came along and
expressed an interaest in itk
hecause, as my friend said, the
value of Tand s what you can sell
it for and there was absolutely no
market For Fhat Tand simply
because there was nobhody
interested +4n huying agricnltoaral
land.

Now, 1f government were to rezone
thal and  make it possible Lo
develop a residential area on it
or a commercial area on b, dhat
is a different quintal of fish.
e same holds true of all Tand on
Rrookfield  Road. That would bhe
very valnahle and there have been
people over there - it has been a
problem for e and my colleagne
from Kilbride (Mr. R. Aylward) for
many  years thal peopla ouver Lhere
have had offers, particularly a
feaw years Ago when Fhe ail
companies were Jlooking for large
areas of Tland For pipe storage and
things of Lhat nature, there were
very, very generous offers in khe
millions of dollars made to people
in that area ko sell Tand ko be
used far that purpose . This
governnent very deliberately and
very wisely would not allow any
rezoning ko allow bhall ko Lake
place, and we have heen consistent
Lhroughout  din  dealing with  Lhe
land in that area.

So as Jong as that Jand remained
nen -rezonanle, as Tony as it

remained as  an agricultural zone,
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then its value, hecause therea are
no Farmers intorosted, or perhaps)
in the position Lo even pay Lhe
mormial  agricnlbiral price for the
land, there really was no market
For it, btherelfore, bhe vialue might
he considered as nothing.

on the other hand, it Was
delermined bhat nnserviced
agricultural land in this case
wonld he wortkh, T think, the
fFigure 1is $150,000. I think s
about raght, F this mere
services residential or commercial
Tand, -t wonld be worth many Eimes
that. But it is not.

To suggest, as the hon. the Leader
af Fhe  Opposition did Fhat &
difference of zaning of Tand does
ot make  any  dJdilfference  to  bthe
value, T do not think the hon.
gentleman really belicves that. T
think he was in error when he said
Bhat bocansa e knows Lhe
difference of it. He knows b is
Just nob teoe,

The cosh of servicing, M
Chairman, that particular piece of
property, as  Lhe hono  genktleman
said, well, services were on the
street, There were services  on
Commonwealth Avenue. There dis &
six dinch wakerline on Commonwealtbh
Avenue . We needed an eight dnch
waterline ko provide gary
considerahble flows at peak
condibtions, parkicularly for the
fire hoses.

The hon . gentleman ma y knoiw
somelhing about  Taw, bub leb me
teach him something about
enginearing. Unfortunately, whean
you design a system Lo any major
industrial area  or  any  ared, you
do not design, unfortunately, for
AUerage 1 ows . Tr we did, e
would save oursslues a 1ol of
money . Yon  have  to  design for
maximum Flow, otherwise 1f you had
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a Ffire then you would not have
flow to deal with that situation.
You look at any industrial
building, go in Lo Donovans
Industrial Park and there 1is one
washroom kEhere to service a halfl
dozen employees in that building
or  warehonse. ATl that requires
is a half inch cooper line. Fuery
hutlding in there has @ six  inch
line g¢going to Gt din  order lo
supply the sprinkler system in the
avenl. of a fire and to have fire
hydrants  around  the side of  the
huilding. S0 you design for
maximom  possible conditions, Uthat
it has bheen designed for here. A
eightt nch Tine was regoivad and
there WL s & considerable
eng ineering problem.

T+ took some +time Lo see, in Fact,
if the Town of Mount Pearl could
provide the kinds of Flows that
were reguired here. We had to get
consultants in to do a study on
the existing system and to see
what conneckions, 1if any, wmay have
to be made, The hon. gentleman
Ealked a few days ago about the
new  tank on  Kenmount Hill which
will increase pressures in and all
along Topsail Road, and it euven
came down to the point of hauving
to Jook at that to see 1if that
might haue Lo be done hefore
proper flows were found. Rut ,
Ehere were changes that were made
in the overall syslem that were
able Lo  accommodiate it and  the
Fown was able Lo provide the kind
of maximum Flows thal are raquireaed
for the development . Rut  there
W e Mo e and Targaor pipes
required to make some conmections
there VYo deal with that .

Now, 1 mentioned earlier the trunk
sewer  thatt runs  behind, {that s
where the sewage 1§ going. So you
have Lo ran a Tong down Lo Fhat
trunk sewer, which ds on the bhack
of the property, and thal ds whera

1.3982 July 6, 1988 Vol XL

the sewage drains are.

There 18 a cost of running in
Franswission lines For power 1into
the property. I understand some
of that was included and generals
site preparations were the sort of
rhing hat i s considerad in
providing this as a service
properly for bthe development thak
was dintended. That 18 why, T
uncarstand, € do nebt have an exact
figure, hut I understand 1he cost
woent well above GShoe $850,000 that
was predicted. Much of Lthat was
preadictaod, hy fhe WLy on
estimates done by engineers from
Fhe Joyarment:, Tike the
Department of Transportation, who
e SO uary preliminary soil
analysis and site analysis Lo see
whats the cost of running services
might he.

It was on the strength of that
thal ihe goveriment mac e Lhe
decision and we found afterwards,
to the disappointment of the
Sprung organization, that in fact
it probably cost more than was
predicted on the hasis of very
proliminary informat ion galheraed
by engineers.

So, Mr. Chairman, we can sit here
and  we  can  argue  all  day  aboul
what was the actual cost, what was
the preal valne wied T wonld suggest
Lo you that you had fifteen

profassional Aasnassord sithting
here and 4f  vyou give them &«
i Frereni set o cliircumsbances,

they will come up wilkh fifteen
different values For bhat piece of
property, depending Upon lhe
CLPCHMS S ces

T would he the First to admit Uhat

i bt properly e e Fo he
rezoned to commercial or
residential, it wouTd e  workh
many times that. As it was, I
wouled  suggest it was ot worth
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five cents, hecanse there Wt 5
absolutely no market for
agricultural Tand thoero, cin Fack,
goveriment has had fo dnstitute a
sibsidy  program  for  farmers  who
have Jand, who want to sell 1it,
baecause bhere is no market Lo sell
agricultural land at a value of
about: 41,000, which is about what
farmers are about to pay and,
obviously, thal does nol nake it
feasible thing for people to sell
property ai bhat valude. S0 we
have a program in place din that
area to try to help people who
want 1o dispose of land and are
having some hardship for the fact
Lhat they cannot dispose of it.

So the land has zero valne. Tt
might be millions of dollars in
value, but [ Ekhink the appraisal
that was put on 1t was fair and
reasonable and thal the Housing
Corporation recovered what  they
paid For, plus the carrying cosl
of the financing of that and some
aobher things

Wer G AT airgue all divy, My
Cliad rman. The bottom line is that
the project dis well nnderway and T
Llvink  we should mouve ahead now
with obther business.

MR, WELLS:
Mr-. Chairman.

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Laadar of Lhe

MR. WFILLS:

Mr. Chairman, I have just a few
more words to say on b We can
beat this around, as the hon.
member says, all day. e is not
likely to persuade me and I am not
likely to persuade hiwa, bt yon
get down to e fundamental:
Without regard to what  Lhe Tland
was  expropriated for, T do not
know how anucly it cosh o when b was

13983 July 6, 1988 Vol XI

oxpropriatad anc how meich Lhe
Fales were paid, That can be
Fonnd  ont, Whiateayer it was, the
reality ds 4f Newfoundland and
Labrador  Nousing has  ftomorrow Lo
go oult and expropriate land in
fhat area Yo omarshall an area of
land for housing developmenl, Jand
in that sltarve, In bthe condition in
which that land was at Lhe time it
AELS diveslad, w1 cosl abhout
$40,000 an acre. That 1s the raw
cost of Tand in fthe wmiddle of the
city or adjacent to a city, right
on a street, Fronting right on a

MR. WINDSOR:
It was zoned agricultural.

MR. WELLS:

Yes, I realize there is zoning and
the diffaerence zoning makes. T am
very much aware of Gthat. We are
talking anol Newound T and and
Labradore Housing marshalling land
and if b ds destirable  bthat be
used for residential purposes, il
s not boing nsed Tor agriculbural
purposes, it is desirable Uhal il

e used for resideniial purposes,
then c¢learly government will see
i i rozoned For residential

purposes. Newl oundland and
I abrador Housing has that property
capable of being developed For
residential  purposes and it does
not have to go oult and pay $40,000
an acre for cit.  Thabt i whatbt T an
saying. That d1s dts wvalue Lo
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing
for housing purposes and that ds
what we have done.

MR. WINDSOR:
TIF Lt were rezoned,

MR. WELILS:

Well, of course, they are goling to
rezona it before they pobk housing
on it.

MR. WINDSOR:
No,  goverament  has  seid  ib will
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not: he rezonecd and hias bean
consistent for fiflteen years.

MR. W, CARTER:
Mr, Chairman,

MR. CHATRMAN:
The haon, the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

My, Chairman, the hon. |eader of
the Opposition pretby well made
the point T have been trying Lo
get recognized 10 make The
Mimister of Finance (Mr. Windsor)
and  the Minister  of  Health (D

Collins), the acting Premier,
secus Lo be basing btheir case on
the fact that the Jland was hought
or expropridatad i 1973 [for a
certain amount of  money. M
Chairman, what they seocm to ignore
is lhe fact that {he real value of
Phat Tand row would more
sppropriately be hased on its
porential wvalue ancd nobt on  the
value that 1t was in 1969 or 1973,

MR. WINDSOR:
1k is <ero,

MR. W. CARTFR:

Mr . Chairman, the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Windsor) says zero,
well, that land, M, Chairman,
Lhirty acres of land, and att the
time wher that Tand was
expropriated or abouyt  bhalt  {ime
{he Housing Corporation was 1in the
process of Tand banking, whaen Lhey
bought. Tand in the Cowan Heights
area and, T belicve, in that area
they paid well Jess than $5,000 an
Ac e Tn fFaclt, T believce in some
cases At was  probably less  Lhan
$1,000 an acre

MR. WINDSOR:
Nid they use it for farmland?

MR. W. CNARTER:
No, of course not, Mr

Chairman,
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bul Fhe Tand was expropriated abt a
time when - it was probably
designated as Farmland.

DR. COLLINS:
Rut they did not use this land for
housing. :

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Chairman, T wonder may I be
al Lowed Lo convinue without
interruption?

DR. COLIINS:
You are not making any new points.

MR. W, CARTHER:
That may bhe, M, Chairman, the
uiow of Fhe Minister of Healln

The point that T want to nake, Me,
Chairman, 16 Lhat lard was
expropriated back in the 1970s or
Jate 1960s for a slated amount of
nosay . Granted it might he zoned
as farming, but obviously there is
no  fFarming Laking place in  thab
area or the Acting Premier (Dr.
Collins) today said the Tand is
bogland. Somebody else said it
contains a lok of rock. And, of
course, the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Windsor) who s an engineear,
realizes, as T am sure he knows
and will adit, that that does not
really matter today.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Rock wmatbters,

MR. W. CARTER:
Roclk matlers, vyes, bhut bhog does

not really malter, o omany cases,
Lhe Housing Corporation have bheen
known  to  devaelop  Tand on whicch

there ds a Jarge porltion of rock,

bhut dthey can sei11 develop  bhat
land and sell 4t successfully.

MR, WINDSOR:
(Tnaudible) ddeal for residential
development..
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MR. lW. CARTFR:

No, it wmight net  be ideal for
resident ial development, My,
Speaker, bul the point T am lrying
Lo make s that the real value of
Fhat Tand s pnobk basced on washe
hog land today.

SOME. HON.
Oh, oh!

EMBERS

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, the Newfoundland and
Labradoer Housing Corporation is &
government. agency ., They have
certain powers, like the powar of
expropriation, which they have
exercised and are still
exercising. I believe the
govermnent certainly has the power
to rezone an area as it sees fit.
The municipaliky of Mouni Pearl is
& creature of Ehe provincial
government and if Lhe provincial
government, or ils agency, want to
rezone bthat dand  for  aparbment:,
hd g h densily development, or
single Family building lots, then
1 am sure they can do it The
Fact  that  that  land might  have

heen designated as farmland,
alihongh there i Mo Farming

occurring in the wsrea -

MR, WINDSOR:
There Hg.

MR. W. CARTHR:
Not. in thal particular sile, I am
told.

MR. WINDSOR:
Right next to it ds the big
axper-imental Farm.

MR. W. CARTER:
Rult there never was much farming

taking place on rhe Ehirky acres

on which the Sprung greenhouse
complex now resths. In fact, brhere
is probhably none,

Mr . Speaker, the Minister of
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Finance and the Minister of Health
can  play wround wilkh it all they
like bhut the argument they are
sy, PR he T and Was
expropriated din 1975 and that it
was oonly  woerth amonnd of money
now, based on the fact that 1t was
expropriatad s Faoemland, hat
does nott hold watker.

AN HON. MFIMRER:
TE does,

MR, W. CARTER:

The minister will have a chance to
make his speech 1f he wanbks Lo buk
would he please let me make my Few
remarks .

Tf the winister wants to check “the
files of the Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing Corporation he
will find out there was land
expropriated hy thab corporation
at about the same time, that was
then designated as Famn Jand

SOMIEE HON., MEMBERRS:

Oh, oh!

MR. W. CARTFR:
My Cha Lrman, w1 Yo wmind,
Sinr?

I Lhe minister werae Lo check

SOME HON. MEMRFRS:
Oh, oh!

MR. W. CARTER:
I can keep going until h:00

o'clock if

yoirr want me tao.,

AN HON. MEMBE!
Go ahead! Go ahead!

MR. W. CARTER:
[F  you wank to get this bill
through, fine, hut as long as you

continue o intarrupt, T wi 1T
remain  standing. Tt d4s up Lo
yourselues. [ do not care. T anm

prepared to stay here unt:il
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September,

MR. CHATRMAN :
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:

Are they prepared Lo remain silent
and allow e Lo speak, M
Chairman?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Go ahead.

MR, W. CARTER:
Fine,

Mr. Chairman, if Ihe Minister of
Finance were to check the files of
the NewfoundTand  Labrador  Housting
Corporation he will find that at

abont Fhat I ime, et period,
there were acres of land
gxpropriated  that were  obhaerwise

used for farming purposes which at
Phat Cime was  zoned as  Faem o Tand
for which the Housing Corporation
paid o oan expropriabion  basis
probably less Uthan $5000 an acre,
U can tell you now thall what Qs
now  known as  the Cowan Heights
subdivision is 1in that categary.

Now, the point [ wank ko make s
this: When that land Wwa s
expropriated, or purchased, it was
expropriated, or purchased, as
Farm Tand. It was  subsequenkly
rezoned and land that they paid
less  than $5000 an acre for, in
thatl period, ar mayhe shortly
af ter that: peaeriod, was
subsequently developed into
buiTding lots and sold for arcond
$30,000 per Jlot. Given the fact
Fhat theroe is four Tobs per acre,
you can see, Mr, Chairman, why it
is  bLhat we argoe  Ehal Tand  bhat
was  purchased  then for $1R0,000,

ui th fhe pobantial of heing
developead into hrlgh density

hovwsing  or single  Fawily  omits,
cerlainly has the potential family
tnils, certainly has LFhe polential

13986 July 6, 1988 Vol XI.

to be valued at well in excess of
1 il ion. Iowonld suggest Lo
you that that thirty acres, again,
is not owned by a private concern
which has to depend on the good
will and Fhe benevolence, mayhe,
of the government or the council
to rezone, Govermnent has the
power to rezone that land and to
do what 44 wants wikh Lk, but the
fact that they did not see fit to
rezone 1ts no reason, oeuen bhough
the potential was there, why they
should sell it for probably less
than one-tenth of what il cost.

Mr.  Chairman, Uthe leader off Fhe
Opposition is correct. Today,
Phad Jand  has  a polential value
of , T would suggeslt to you, well
in ooxcess of 1 omillHon.

On moiion, Departmaent of  Finance,
schedule Ra11Y No. 41, carried.

A bill, "Aan Act Tor Granling To
Her Majesty Cerbain Soms OF Money
For Defraying Certain Fxpenses OF

e Public Service Far The
Financial Year Frnd:ing The

Thirty-First NDay OF March One
Thousand Nine Hundred And
Frighty Fight And Faoe Ot her
Purposes Relating 7Jo the Public
Service, "

MR. STMMS:

I move that the Committee rise,
report progress and ask leave Lo
sit again.

on motion, that the Commiltee
rise, raeporl progress and ask
leave to sit again, Mr, Speaker
returned o the Chair.

MR. SPEAKIER:

Order, please!

Refore recognizing +the hon, the
member  Ffor St John's Fast xlaern,
T had & chance to look dinto this
point  of privilege raised by the
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hon. the member For Fogo. First
of all, I would like to quote from
Maingoi:, Parliamentary Privilege
in Canada, page 206, It is the
First paragraph there, and T will
read it "Tf the conduct of a
member is to be Formally discussed
or debated dn Lhe House of
Comnens, svch o oas a  charge  of
entering dinlo & contract with the
Federal government for o fee, or
of delibherately misleading the
Honse, it cannot be done  onoa
'question of  privilege’ hecause
unt-il o admitvted,  or, so  found by
the House, such allegations are
unparliameniary and cannot be
uttered and the Fact that the
accnsed menber denies it Ps
irrelevant .

T would further like to quote from
Reauchesne, page 12, paragraph 19,
subparagraph 1. "A dispute
arising between two Mambers, as to
allegations of facts, does not
Fulfill the conditions of
parliamentary privilege."

Ancd a fFinal gquote from Reauchesne,
page 114, paragraph 322,
Statements by Members: "It has
been formally ruled by Speakers
Ul a  shatemant by @& Member
reapecting himeelF and
particularly Wi ihin i SNt
knowledge must bhe accepted, but it
is not unparliamentary btemporabaly
Lo criticize slatements made by @
member  as  being  coenirary  to Lhe
fFacts; but Mo imputation of
intentional Falsehoaod s
permissihle. On  rare occasions

Fhis nay rasull in the Honse
having to accept two contradictory
accounts of the same incident

There s no prima facie case of
privilege, and I call on the hon.
Lhe wember for Fogo to wibkhdraw
his comments.

The hon. {he memher for Fogo,

~

1.3
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MR. TULK:

The words "deliberately
misleading' T wikhdraw, of course,
and we will consider -

MR. SPEAKLR:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:

whel her we should pul down the
appropriate moiton or nol,

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. JTohn's

Fast Fxtarn,

MR. PARGONS:

Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the
Whole has considered the mabbers
to it referred and has directed me
to report that it has adopted &
certain resolution and A bill
consequent thereto,

On  molion, report  recelived and
adopted, resolution ordered read a
First and second Eime, i1l
ordered read a first, second and
thivd e,

Resolution

That 11 1is expedient to dntroduce
A neasire to prouvide {or e
granting to Her Majesty For
dafraying certain expensas of  the
Public Service For the Financial
yoar ending the 31sh day of March,
1988, the sum of Forty—five
midTion eight bromnel red arnd
sixty—six thousand Five hundred
dollars (445,866, 500)

On mot-ion, resolubtion read a First
and second time.

On motion, a hill, "An Act For
Granting To Her Majesty Certain
Sums Of Money For Defraying
Certain Fxpenses OF The Public
Service For The Financial Year
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Inding  the  Thirty--First Day Of
March  One  Thousand Nine Hundreed
And  Fighty- Fight  And for  Other
Purposes Relating To The Public
Service", read a first, second and

bhird time, ordered passed and its

title be as on the Order Paper.-

(3111 No. 41).

Mr . Speaker, we move to mokion 4,
which is Lhe Meech lake debate and
I bhelivve it was adjourned by the
hon. member for Stephenville (Mr,
K. Ay Tward), who has  about A
minute Jeft, as I recollect.

MR. SPENAKER:
The hon. the
Staphenuille.

membear for

MR, K. NAYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Tl s unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, T
cnly e a minnece lefb to spook
o the Meech lake Accord. I know
members opposite were anjoying b
thoroughly the Jast time as I was
expotunding my thonghts on he
Meech Jake Accord.

MR. DFECKFR:

They should give you three or four
minukes.,

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Oh, vyes, Mr. Speaker, I need at
least a couple of minutes ko  sum
it up.

My, Spaaker, he Mecch lakea
Accord, the amendment put forward
by the Opposition which wonld see
a distinct society clause added to
include MNewfoundland and Labrador
as  a distinct society, I think,
My Spaakar, is @ very  worbhy
amendmeant. . T1 s one worthy of
adoplicn by this hon. Honsoe, and T
would  hope  members opposite  and
goveriment  will soo i o uohe
For the amendment .
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Mr.  Speaker, Newloundland, as I
Mave stated in my speech, ds a
distinct society. It should he

recognized s bheing GO and
certainly should have the same
reprasantation  or  equal  to  any

other Province in Canada.

So, if qgovernment decides to vote
against:  this, Mr. Speaker, bthey
are voting against Newfoundland as
far as T and as eyalry other
Newfoundlander out Lhere are
concerned, They will know then,
M. Speaker, what the Meech lLake
Accord is all about.

In conclusion, M, Speaker, T
would hope Lhe words we have put
forward in speeches and through
cur amencmaont wi 11 help e
government consider their vote and
posiiion on the Meech lLake Accord,
and what it says for Lhis Prouvince
ard For this conntry of Canada.

Thank you, Mr. Speakear,

SOME HON, MEMBERS
Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the  menbaer  For Lagle
River.

MR. WARREN:
Are you for Meech Lake?

MR. HISCOCK:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

Uoan gnite pleased to be able Lo
hear what the Minister rTesponsible
For Northeirn DeveTlopmenl: (Mr,
Warren) ask me 4f T am for Meech
Fadee

T am quite pleasod that Meaech Lake
has Jooked at Lhe possibilily of

brvinging Quebec i and T Ehink it
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is important  Quebec dis  brought
into our constitution. Quebec was
in the constibtukion, euven bthough
{they did not sign it, but for
polikical reasons, with regard to
Mr . levesque Dbeing asleep, Lhe

govarnment deidaed have e
agreemeaent completed by Mr
Chirélien, ass isted 2y the

Solicitor General of Saskaltchewan,
Roy McMuriory., They came  p withn
the agreement.

M. Speaker, it look us over 100
years +o geb a constitabion, The
reason  why we  did not get  one
hefore was, or the main reason was
the provinces could not agree on
an  amending Formmila, The faderal

government, Mr. Speaker, referred’

it ko the Supreme Caurl and askec
the Supreme Court 1if the federal
governnant had the right )
repatriate the constitution on
their own without any permission
fFrom the provinces. Once they
Found oubk they had the right, bthey
bought Dback the constitution and
Lhernn, of course, a debate went on
for three or four years on what
bype of constitution we would
have ., There were meeltings all
across  Canada, House of  Commons
meetings, Senate Committee
meetings, and ot har public
meelings ., Whern T was studying
theology at McGill, T it s
vice-presidaent of @ national
organizalion. We preparaed a brief
wled ch hasically said thatl
bilingualism shonld be in all tLhe
houses of Families across Canada,
We alsoe savidd all Tegislation
chould Dhe translated. In that
national organization we formed we
aleso  said people with bilingual
needs  should have such facilities
al court. If 1lhey were Inglish in
Quabhec, if they NIcY el in
Saskatchewan or Newfoundland and
they wanted French, they should
gelt t. I must say, 1in fairness
to this government, Mr, Speaker,
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Fhat  this Department of Justice
has now made sure it can take
place in this Province,

OFf course, Quebec would never <ign
the conslitution hecause of
higtorical rights and PRASONS .
Quebec dis & very strong Province,
Mr Speakear, and  Qnehec  always
holds out Ffor what 1t wants until
Pt gets whar cin owanbs . Tt held
out by not ° signing Lhe
constitntbdon becanse of  political
reasons for the PQ, as well as the
iborals and bhe Union Nabionale.
Qut of that came one thing. When
they did hold out, they basically
wanted more control over Lheir
Lamigration. They wanted to have
more control with regard to the
Senale, lLhe Supreme Court and also
with regard to the idea of
recognizing Fhe socileby as
distinct.

When Mr. Bourassa became Premier,
he basically gal Forward Five
conditions hefore Quebec would go
hrack into  Canada and sign  bthe
constitution. The rest of the
provinces, Mr. Speaker, hasically
fFelt they had an opportunity now
o raechify he original
constitution. I remembenr this
gayvernment getiing L ancl
Tamhasliing the federal government
and The constiluticn, saying,
'"There should bhe no Charter of
Right s We should go back to bhe
old Rrilish system of precedents
and  keep  things  wibhed putiiing
them into legislation.' I helieue
Fhe  member  for S, John's Nortbh
(Mr. J. Carter) said, ‘'Why should
they cul in stone?!

This was bthe cry a1l across Canada
from the Conservative provinces
and the Conservalive Opposition in
Ottawa, 'No, we should not have a
Charter of Rights.' Trudeau made
the decision, which I think was
quikte correct. Whatbt are we going
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be have in & constitulbion?  Are we
going to have a Cadillac or are we
gairig Lo e Bl Vo lkswagen
constitution? By thal T mean, Mr.
Speaker, i e are going to
repatriale  the consltitution, it
was just as well o have a Charter
of Rights as well. The Charter of
Rights N, of  course, as e
President of the Council did today
when he stood up, is worthy of
praise. Now legislation all
across  khe country is being more
equal and more fair because of the
Charter of Rights.

Buk what do we have, Mr. Speaker,
as the result of Meech Lake
Nccord? We had A group of
premiers, the majoritly of  them
Conservalbives, the Prime Minister
who got elected in Quebec because
of  their favourite soaon, and  we
found ourselves 1in a situation
wherea we should ask; Did {thoy take
he highroad wilh regard Lo
Camada's constitntion or did they
take 1he low road?  They tool the
Tow  read, The main  bthing abont
Meech lLake was to bring Quebec on
side and  they broinght Quebec on
side at the expense, M-, Speaker,
of the rest of Canacia and bthe rest
of vardious minorilies in Canada.

Dicl they refer the Meech lLake
Accord to the Supreme Court? No,
Fhey did  noi. Did they have
debates or hearings all across the
country? Again, Mr. Speaker, they
did not. Did they ask

organizations o submit  bhriefs?
They melt at Meech lake over a
waeelkeaend, CAame up with e

amendment, signed it and then
basically told the rest of Canada,

"This is il There was no
narional debate on this issne and
no  input  an particular. Here we
have,  Mr . Speaker, our ek ional
constitution. T would go so far
as boo sy, when yorr had the

Federal iheral gowernment:, who
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hasically said, 'After one hondred
odd YEars of having tLhe
caonsbitntion overseas, lel us have
a pational debate and lel us have
pational inpat, and with thal, it
took place. It was nolt perfect tin
any way, bul it did come up wibh
the basis of a firm foundation for

the constitubion. Tk Was
unfortunate Quebec did not sign it
For political reasons. Tt is also
unfortunate, Mr . Speaker, that
Quebec signead An agreemaent, a

Memorandum of Understanding in the
Victoria Charter with the present
Prime Minister of Quebec, My,
Robert Bourassa, and bthen when he
went bhack to Quebec, the
Opposition came so  hard  on bin
through the various newspapers and
other people 'in Quebec, he reneged
on it He killed the Victoria
Charler,

Naot, My Speakear, 1R ATERVRE: @t
situation where, if anyhody
gqrest ions  Mecch  lLake,  you  are  a
traitor 1o Canada. You @re @

racist  Gtowards Quebec because you
happenn  to bhe questioning Meech
ko Yel the Prime Minister of
Quebhec turned around and killed
the Wictoria Charter, aven Ehough
he agreed and signed a Memorandum
of Undepstanding in Victordia,

What d1s wrong now, Mr. Speaker,
wilth regard to Meech lLakae? Well,
as I said, number one, there was
no debate, take ik or leave it
Ten people have signed 1t without
having Lrnputs and 1o acadermic
people across the country, trade
union people, say there should bhe
a free vote on the constitution of
our nalion. T+ s split
political parties down various
Tines

Tt ois unforbtonnte we do not have

the Minidster responsible For
Norbhern Developmeint  (Mr, Warren)
in  his  seat now. We  have  an
Mo 0H9 R3990



agreement 1in which you have to
have ten people agree f Northwest
Territories ar the Yukon can
e come part of Canada A A
province. With regard to the way
R.C. is trealing Lhedir Nalive
people and with regard to Quebec
and  Alberta, and as well as our
own  province, then obuiously some
of those provinces, well, if only
one  of  them holds out, *they can
deny  those people the right o
form their own provinces.

The  nat iuos in our  counitry o of
Canada Teel they have heen <«old
out and they have beon sold ont by
not  heing  included  as  distinct
people, aboriginal people of our
nation. A greal injustice has
hewin done to them in the pasih and
it continues 1o be done to them.
Why i the Promier of
Newfoundland dd not hold out to
make sure ithat  the Natives went
into that agreement? None of them
did,

We saw, Mr. Speaker, what happened
al. the National Conference between
Fhe premiers and khe former Prime
Minister, and also with the
present Prime Minister; You cannok
getl { he provinces to agresa on
national rights for bthe aboriginal
people of our nation because of
Fhe narrow, petbty, parochial uiaw
they have and that 1s the reason
why Nabives are nceb incladed

M Speaker, it iz going to  be
Tong, long, long while before 1his

ot ey of Canada Nas Maliue
ryglits arrahrd ned in {he
Constitulion Wit h thetdr

distinctiveness hecause of the
provincial yiews of & lot of {he
Premi era .

The women in our country are upset
with  the Constitnbion bscanse  of
what they bhelieve happened under
the Charter. Fach  province also
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has the right, Mr. Speaker, to
pass legislation to override the
Charter. Legislators in this
country can pass legislabion which
hasically says, "You are Canadians
buk now we are going to pass a law
and now we are going to make you
second class Canadians' because of
the narrow-minded view they have
of  their own  region of  Canada.,
They will not rise to the occasion
and have a view of Canada itself.

Francophones in Saskalchewan went
to the  Supreme  Court  and  they
ruled Lhat, under the Northwest
lFerritory Actk, all Tegislation has
to he passed din  bolh official
Tanguages and  then the court gauve
them the right to say bthat you can
pass anobher piece of Tegislakion
and declare all the laws Dbefore
thak were ot frans Tatead into
French and English valid. Of
course, Fhat is whabk  they did.
And when the Premienr Cof
Saskakbchewan wmet wikh the Premier
of Quebec, did we have the Premier
of Quebec agree with Saskatbchewan
in protecting the Francophone
rights? No, he said nothing, and
the only reason why he said
nothing is becanse the legislation
before the Supreme Court of Canada
with  bilingual signs and  other
matters meant Lhe paople have
gquestioned he idea of whak type
of Canada they want to live in and
Meue  hasically remained silent on
that .

S0 now  we @re going to  sea A
Canada, peopla believe 1mdar Meaech
lLake, which Hds¢ going to gheltoize
French in Quebec and we are going
to ghettoize Fnglish dn the rest
ol Canada, We  are  going bto gek
rid of Lhe view of people on the
Port  an  Paerit Peninsula, who «are
seventeenth century French, we are
going to give up the view that
they should he able to have the
same national rights of btheir own
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Tanguage, culbure and religion, as
any ol her people dn Canada.

SOMFE JION, MIMRERS :
Oh, oh!

MR. HISCOCK:

Mr . Speaker, since T am talking on
Fhe Constibution, T would like to
have a bit of silence.

Mr.  Speaker, with regard ko the
Francophone and the English dn
this country, the view of Canada
is not the view that +ds coming
under Meach lLake, bhecause now we
are going to ghettoize different
groups in Canada. For almosi one
million Fnglish speaking people in
Quebec, T do not +hink it 1s Fair
1o them and I do not think it ds
Fair ko  the Francophones in New
Rrunswick or  Lhe Francophones in
Northearn Manitoba or in
Saskatchewan, Alberta or Ontario
as well as in our own Prouvince.

. am %otally against Meechr Lako
hecauwse T believe my view of
Canada and bthe view of Canadia bthe
majority  of  Canadians have  has
poen andempined by bthis  procoess

Ten people have mel, again, afler

Tonyg nours, T hiraw some i ing
logether and now we as Canadians

have to accapl it

The view, Mr. Speaker, ( have will
long outlive the views of present
preamiears of bhig country, the
present  Prime Minister and other
peopla, Canada will have its day
again. Meech lLake and the
Constiturion Aagain will b
reformed in the future and will be
Fine buned. '

Mr . Spaakear, Fhe British
Constitulion ia not a written
constitntion. ParlHiament: i
supreme  arnd soverelgn and what
parl tameant decides ig s
constilution. They hauve the
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habeas corpus teaditbicon, bhe Magna
Carta, the Long  Parliament and
varions  olher changes which have
gorne through their system. We
Mave decided o pub ont @ weitten
constitution so Fhiat, over the
coming  generabions we will  Find

ourselves, M, Speakear, Fine
Luming G conskitubion for

various times.

[ believe very, very shktrongly that
woe be 1he Prime Minister and woe
bhe Fo the Premier and bthe electead
people who do not allow thedir own
people ko have inpulk into their
own constitution. We are lucky we
are living in one of Lthe more
highly c¢ivilized democracies in
this world, thab we we do have
forms of official opposition, the

prass, and vary Fine praessura
groups 1in Canada, aboriginal or

Native groups, Fhe National
Council on the Status of Women,
the  Francophnone  Associations, and
we @lso have two territories who
are  very yiolently against  bhis,
There dis no question, Mr. Speaker,
in the Ffubore we arae going bo saee
Llhe constitution changed again.

T do not accept Lthe view given hy
people in  sopport  of the Maeaech
lake Accord that there are a lot
of good things in it oam gquilbe
pleased and proud Quebec 15 coming
into L, bubt we should never, eueaer
Lake a narrow minded atbitude wilth
regard Lo cech lake Fhat if we
open it up, it is all gone, or
nothing can euear e bnproved,
Some say, 'This 1s the best that
we have got, and iF we open Lt up,
we are going to lose everything
and Quebec will not be into Lhe
constitution for another f{ifty,
sixty, sevenly years. ' T say the
answer to that, Mr. Speaker, is
thaey do nol have wvery much Faibh.
They do not have very much faith
into  Canadians, and in bthe helief
of what type of country we have,
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whal 1lype of country the people
went overseas Ln bhobth wars and the
Korean Conflict and fought for,
what type of country we have, and
what type of country we want.
They say we cannob open il because
it will unravel. Why of course it
will unravel but 1t can be fine
turned. It can be done and we can
be proud of what we have.

In relJation to the Senate, Mr.
Speakear, Newilmourd Tand Mty SeUen

Senalors. New Rrunswick has
eighi, aned Yol have other
provinceas wihicly have amall

ambers,  and  you have Queboo  and
Onlario with large numbers. We do
ot have equal representalion finlo
our parliamentary process in this
conntiery, and as a resultowe  ind
ourselvues  periodically having to
ge o bthe Stpreme Conrt, e hidd
to go to the Supreme Court Ffor
twelve  years of  a Jegal babtile,
tlwelue years of money, and what
did we Find? e Premier relerread
it to the Court and the federal

governmneant referrad it o Fhe
Court and then, who owned the
ofFfshore, who awned Lhe

coustline? Did we hring it with
s inko Confederation or did we
rnot? The belief was that we
brought it into Confederation,
Well, we did and we found out we
bought three miles in and later il
was sxtended to twelve miles, hutl
we  did not bhring din the 200-anile
@CONOmic zone.

AN Jot of people do nol realijze,

Mr Speaker, Canada does  nob own
200 miles, nor does  Lhe Umiled
States, nor does  Ausitealia, nor
does any other country. We have

cantirol ouer 200 mnile Qeanoiic
zone, and that HGs dt. But we went
Lo the Supreme Conrl  to [Dind out
our constitulional rights and whail
we notght in o Canadi, Of
course, Lhe Supreme Court stiruck
our action down,
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Why did they strike it down, Mr,
Speakaer? They struck ik down
because of their central belief in
a strong Canada, and the helief if
each province owned a coastline,
then you would have Prince Edward
Island making Jlaws, Nova Scotlia
making  Taws, Quebac making laws,
Newfoundland and Labrador making
Jaws, and Brietish Columbia,

Fuentually, one could look Lo

Future generations, ore hundred
years fFrom now mayhe, and the
Yukon and the Northwes b
Territories, when some  of Lhat
coastine i opeinadd g, Aalso
making laws, So we found oul that
the  Suproms Court took a strong

central view in the betlterment of
Canmada, nob in o cinherest, Naou,
of course, we have a political
setilament and we are Finding ouk
Lhal even with who owns it, there
is no sense ol having  Fhe wabar
running over the lower Churchill
aitd  there 1is no sense of having
011 out on the Grand Ranks unless

i is developed, OFf  course, now
we have a development Uthanks to
the Fformer Libaeral government., f

very good package was given and we
will hopefully see euen a beller
package given now.

Now we have the right where Lhe
provinces can recomend Supreine
Court Justices. The gquestion
which remains  there s are bhoey
going to take 1he narrow-ninded

view the provinces took abt the
Maach lake conference and al the
Fipst Ministers Conference. Thay
said, "No, aboriginal people

Canmel bhe  recognized  and  cannot
have their righls enshrined in bthe
Constitutidion, ' when they had §hab

narrow--minded provincial view,
Ne, bthey did nob, Mr. Speakaer, and

T am afrald with regard to the
Supreme  Court dinstead of haking a
strong national view of Canada, we
i 1T Find onr conrt gebiting into a
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mere provincial s Lant . [t may
help  some  groups  somelimes but
overall, My, Speaker, it is going

to hurt Canada as o whole.

We find that Alberta held oul for
Senate reform bolt pow o we Tind ook
thal in order Tor the Senate Lo be
improved,  or changed in any way,
you have Lo get all ten provinces
o agrea, Why “is Quebac going o
give up twenly--Four, Hif I am
COrrect,, Senatars an wihy i
Onlario goilng to give up
twenty Ffour senators and go  with
equal numbers for equal provinces,
probably ten each? That is the
problem there with regard to the
Sanate.

T do believe wvery strongly khat
the Sernste has to be elected hut I
also believe bthe Senate has to be
subservient to Lhe House of
Commons . However, they do naot
have 1o he subservieni to the will
of  the House of Commaons whaen it
COmes Lo  jurisdiction and the
views of +their own prouvinces. he
Senate has  to stand up Tor Llhe
rights of ©Lheir own provinces wnd
that d1s the reason why we had a
donble  house in the {irst place
wilh those checks and balances,

M. Speaker, we wanted Lo hring
Quebec  Into il Qnebec is  now
going (We! e into it unless
Manitcha and  MNew  Brunswick  hold
out . We know 3t s going Lo pass
Y this House becanse of e
governmment's majorily, hult {dt s
unfortunate ko see that we are not
including our Native people in
this agreement, Francophones and
our Fnglish people in Canada
questkion ik our  wouen  quesiion
il and the Northwest Territories
and Ehe Yukon question it

The viemy we have of Canada now s
heinyg changed, Mr. Speaker, TL

Was the  Pramiar  of  Newfoundland
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and lLabradoer who said he prefaerred
the uview of Canada Rene |levesque
hiad, ol Fhat wis A uview  of
decentralired government inslead
of  a  strong  central  government.,
Now we have a Meech lake Accord
phat  is  giving more powaer Lo bhe
provinces and the provinces of
Ontario, Quebec and Alberta Tike
it @

Rut what ds going to happen Lo PEI
and  MNew Brunswick and Mova Scobida
and what will happen to the Yukon
and  the Norbhwest Territories, Mr.
Speaker? We find out with this
Ui i of decantralizing, the
question is who 1is going to stand
For Canada because we Found ouk
what happened with Mr. Bourassa
when he went ro Saskatchewan. e
was not standing up Lo the
Francophones in Saskatchewan when
he went there. And when Devine
want: to Quaberc, he LS not
standing up for the English in
Canacdla. He wins just Tooking afbaer
his own regional area.

So, Mr. Speaker, wilh regard Lo
)

the Constitubion oand Meech lLake,
that ds what T find. I we hring

Quehac  Inlo the Constitution  and
recognire it a8 a dislingt

socicty, and there are mainy people
wonderding AT it ds just a word or
o ophrasae, wikh regacd to our  own
culture, our own  view, we are
distinet, but e Found, Mre .
Speaker, that when PFI was offeared
by Fhe federal government @ chance
to have a causeway, whalt do they

dao? Fhey  had a  referaendumn  on
whether they should have &
CRUS QAY | What  odid  we do, Mr,

Speaker, with regard to our Terms
of Union? Term 31, we know whak
we did on Term 29; we Ffoughlt an
election. We won the eloeckion and
former Prime Minister Diefenbaker
bhacked down  and  made  sure  kEhak
Term 29 would never, never he
changed again,
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We  had  Premiers  in this  House,
fFormer Premienr Smallwood and
Former Premier Moores, and M,
John Croshie, Lhe TInternational
Trade Minister, who have always
Fought on the view our
Constitubkional gEy @ s carktain
rights. The sovernor of
Newfoundland, M Speakaer,
Governor McGrath, when he was 1in
Ol Lawa he believad e had
constilutional rights with regard
Fo Term 31,

Now what we have is a Firsh class
trecitor, (he Premier, who is
selling oubt for political reasons,
for re-election purposes, selling
Newifoundland and Labrador down bhe
drain for thirty pieces of silver,
or mayhe we could call them loony
ol lars IOl . T is not the
question now, Me. Speaker, wheiher
the railway should have gone or
shonld nob have gone op whalt sbabe
the lvighway was in, or what state
Fhe  radtway  was dn,  bhat s nob
the question anymore ., The
gnestion is we gave in on a Term
of Union, Term 31! We did not
give in on Term 29, and now we
have an amending Formula for the
Conskitution and what is going to
happen, Mr. Speaker, we are going
Lo keep Ontario and Quebec and
their view Canada now. It s
going to be very hard for us to
take &l stand on any other
consbitutional issue in tha future.

That is the danger. That is why T
called 1Lhe Premier a traitor, that
s bhe danger Me hris dorne .
Recause of Term 31, Mr. Speaker,
of saying 16 had no validity, bthen
we can also say thal all the olher
Perms have no validity edibhor, and

Lhere are no Terms of Undon. We
capinet take the Federal government
to the Supreme Courl., We could do

Hikernia, we conld do  bthe ower
Churchill or the Upper Churchill,
but with Term 31, Mr. Speaker, i4
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nol woerth the paper it is writhben
on. That +ds what the Premier has
said. So Termm 31 is nobt worth the
paper it is written on.

What about Terms 1, 2, 3, 4 and
57 We Found out what happened
with Term 29. It was written and
also, Mr. Speaker, wikth view of
Parliamentary Procedure in Lhe
House of Westminster, just because
it is  written down and just
hecause it s noblt  writken  down
does not mean it 1s a precedent

and 14 a SRWEDN of whiak the
constitution and the country is
about, This is where the Premiaor

gave up and gave an underlalking
For $800 million, not euen For a
twinned highway ..

We find out that $70 wmwillion 1s
the compensal lon  package and  bhe
workers themselves paid din bhat

Maney That s not new  money.
That 48 anolher fraud. The $70
i1l ion ig SISAR Mew  money For
compensation. It ds  their own

MOy . We  Find out o, M.
Speaker, there Was not &
constitukional provision paid For
when they took the railway out of
Carbonear or Placentia. Well, the
Northern Peninsula Road was done
and the Labrador Skraits Road and
we took off CN Marine's service.

Now the gquestion I have to ask the
member for Torngalb Mounbains (Mr.
Warren) is do we have any
constibutional right N OW For
Marine Atlantic Lo continue to
go  up  to Main  or Black Tickle?
The Terms of Undion are nobt good
anotgh For  the radilway, and bhat
is in the Same senlence, L he
raiTway  and  the coastal servicae,
They can now  get rid of tLhe
coastal seruice

AN HON., MEMRBFR:

Hear, hear!
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MR. HTSCOCK:

This d1s what 25 happening, Mr.
Speaker, by giving in on Term 31
and not taking a stand and calling

an elechion ancd he should have
called an  election on 1it, jFusl
Tike former Premier SmalTlwood T

i not everything T agree with
that Former Premier Smallwood did,
but when 11 came Lo our righls

MR. SPHAKFER (Parsons):
Order, please!

e hon, member's time has elapsed

MR. HTSCOCK:

M. Speaker, he did support our
rights and called an election on
it That 1s why I <call the
Pramiar again a traitor for
selling out for $800 million. He
should have called an  election
and, just like PET, had a
referendumn on whether they should
have & causeway Lo that 1sland.

ewfFoundland  should have had an
election and had a referendum on
Lk saying, 'NDo you wank to gel roid
of your raci lway and put the
package bhere? NDo  you want  to
have a twinned highway? Do you
wiant. to have maintenance?! Dt we
Itave nol had that .

MR. SPEAKIR:
Order, pleasal

MR, HISCOCK:

Mr.  Speaker, 1his day and Lhis
gavernment is going to go down in
higlory HES being worse than
Valdmanis and John €. Doyle, and
worse Lhan Prime Minister Morris,
who built the branch lines in the
Tirst place.

So din concluding, Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased thal Quebec s in the
constitution, but I do not think
that we have Lo sell oub our view
of Canada, our Natives, our womer,
and  our  Francophone  people  just
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because we need Quebhec in Canada
and have to undercut our  own
provincial rights and the eighls
of our Province.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MIMRERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER:
s e House redady Tor the
guestion on the amendment?

SOME HON . MEMBERS:

Yes,
On motion, amendment defeated.

Is the House ready For the
question on the main motion?

MR. FENWTCK:

Mrr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKFR:
The hon. Fthe member for Menihek,

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, I only have a few
comments Lo make, but T will he
moving an  amendment seconded, T
belivve, by an individual From the
lLiberal Caucus. T am nol entirely
siye who it ds ak tnds mament, gk
T have heen assured Lhere will be
a  soconder frn the  amendmeni T
originally wrote up, we expected
Lo have he member for SE John's
Fast here.

Mr. Speaker, since 1lhis ds the
First chance T have had to gspeak
on the main motion, I would like
o al deast correct A number  of
inconsistencies or problems that
have appeared in  Ethe media wilkh
regard to the position of the New
Democratic Party in Lhis Province
towards the Meech Lake Accord,. In
other words, T would Tike Lo speak
to it in general, just mention the
amaendmeniy Ehen moue Lhe
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amendments and gel b over wiih.

Qiite frankly, Mr. Speaker, we are
supportive of lhe process, we are
suppoertive of the general bthrust
of the Meech lake Accord. We are
disappointed that it has nol gone
as far as we thought it should, we
are disappointed that there are
individuals who eare overlooked in
it, and we are disappointed thatl
it did nolt accept the fact that
Lhere are Northern territories in
this country which certainly have
rights AG well, [k W wi 1]
address those when we get to the
amencmaents .

We do, Mr. Speaker, suppori the
idea that Quebec¢ should he part of
the consbtitotional process amd  as

A

par of & nation bhuilding
axercise, nihen e melion i

called on the Meech lake Accord dn
this Honse, we dintend toe vobte {or
At T say that despite Lhe fact
that there  have  been  unsetbling
{hings that have occurred over the
Jask  six  or  eight  months  wilh
regard to 1lhe Meech lake Accord,
specifically the fravesty of what
occurread in 1he Province of
Saskatchewan, . wihan Fhe
Francophones in Saskatchewan were,
quite Frankly, daealt whel: T
thought was a c¢ruel blow by the
provincial govermnant at the time,
in the sense that their rights and
Fheir existence was not enhanced
by actions that the Saskatchewan
Government could hauve Laken.

T think ik dis Amportanlt  Ehat  we
realize thal this s a bilingual

country, ar il shaould he a
bilingual country. It is
imporiant o ranlize i

Francophones should he at home in
as omany parts of bhe country as is
humanly possible, and Gt ds also
mportant  thal as many  anglophonegs
should he at home in all parts of
the coupntry as s possible
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The Meech lLakoe

cartain degree,
Vhal,  and, Lo
may be look
individual as QA
Rut, in general,

wWe  are A  country

like to mention

Accord, Lo &l
does accomplish
certain degree,

on by certain

comprise of thal.

it does say that
gain, { would
Lo hon., members

here +hat although very oflten I
have been referred to as a person
From Ontario, khak is really a -

AN HON., MEMBER:

Red herring?

MR. FFNWICK:

Well, it ds  not  exactly & med

herring, hut, to

a certain degree,

is not quite corract., [ wits born
in a place called St. Thomas,

Ontario, bt in
have only lived
year and A halfl

my entire life T

ahoul a year to a
in lthe Province of

Ontario. Tn fact, T was raised in

A place 'l Terd

Quebec, from the
Lo aboutl Fhe
Newfoundland.

Pesind Claire,
age of aboul two

e I movad oo

The reason T mention Lthal, Mr.
Speakar, i hiak: Point.  Claire,
Quebec, ds an English community on
Fhe  (sland of Montreal and is o«

suburb of the

Tn growing Hp in
grew up din an
Fended to  Took

City of Monlreal.

Fhat communibty, T
environment that
upon the  French

language as not as good a language
as Fnglish and not worthy of being
Tearned by dindividuals 1in  that

particular area.

Whern T was going

to high school, French as a
subjecth W considerad R bre

unnecessary,; the

argument was that

A1l managerial positions, aven in
the Province of Quebec, were given
o Fnglish speaking people.  So on

that basis, why
Fronch? Becanse
would gel was a
or as o Laboneaer

would you Jearn
Fhe only  Job you
conslruction job,
gt somelhing Tike

that . This k-ind of improper

i

abttitnde, aquite frankly, given ihe
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nalure of Quebec, was one that T
was raised in but realize now was
the end of -a particular colonial
aktitude that the Fnglish people
in Quebec had towards the Frencl.

T left {the Province of Quebec in
1967, and [ have been a resident
of Newfoundland virtually all of

he Fime esince  hen m that
Eime, T have SeeEn a major

transformaticn in bhe Prowvince of
RQuebec, The atlitude T had dr
that Faglish sibirb wen 1o
longer bhe enterdained by anybody
in the Province of Quebec, because
the Province dlself has changed
substantially. (it had not, the
people ol Queheac would have
separated From the Province, they
would  have gone and formed a
differenk counkry. And T do not
rhink there s anybody, either in
he Province of Queheac or
elsewhere, who would have
complained or would have argued
that it was not a sensible thing
For then ko do.

One of the great accomplishments
of Pierre Flliot Trudeau, who T
helieve will be Tlooked on as one
of the more significant prime
ministers of  this country, was
that euven Lhough lhere was a very
traumatic time period whaen he led
the I iheral Parly, he did
accomplish  one major bthing, o
{hat was he changed the nalure of
Fhe country to make it acceptable
lo he a francophone and to he at

Nome Lhroughonl e antire
country, and thal Ja  dmportant.

f '

Recanse iF ik did nol work, then
the country would not work.

Nnd  we can say that Lhe new
Janguage  Taw  going  through  khe
House of Commons may he one that
puts  higher standards on  people
going intlo the Federal civil
sarvice, buk it is @A necessary
compromise dif the country 1is to
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work. We cannot have 25 per cent
ofF the country, in the Prouince of
Quebec, who speak French as a
major language, Feeling thak Ehis
is not a country in which they can
possibly live  and raise Fhetir
families and educate Lhedr
children, in almost any  part  of
the country  where the numbers
Justily.,

On rthatt basis,  Me. Spaaker, we
thought 4t was extremely dimportant
fhat o year age Lhe eleven first
Ministers al the time gol logether
in o order o work onl. a  sysbtem
whereby the Prouvince of Quebec's
elocted governmenl conld say, oS,
we are a part of Canada. We
accept  bthe role and the rationale
of being a part of Canada, and we
are preparead Lo look ak Fhe
Constitution in the future in
order Lo expand it and ko change
it 1n such a way as it more
accurately represents the resb of
the country. §

On that basis, Mr. Speaker, we can
see no obher choice bub to support
the general thrust of what is
going on haere. We wanted to make
sure that that was on the record
becatnse press acconnts, which have
heen dinaccurate and have not come

rrom s DI aye come fraom
somewhere else, seem Lo dndicate
that  we were ach ko support the

Meech lake Accord, which, in {acl,
we i 17 Lot gets o be vobted
on hefore my colleague Ffrom St
Jonhin's Fast has rebturned,  then T
will tell you that it 1s also his
intaention Lo vaobte For the Moeech
l.ake. Accord. We would prefer to
e ik yoted For with Lhe
amendments we are proposing, but
i they are defeated, we shill
intend to vote for it bhecause we
fael that the basic thrust must be
supported -

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Hawmr, hear!

MR, FENWILCK:
which, Mr. Speaker, gets me 1o
Fhe amencdmenios.

A1l hough T have & Jist of six
amendments, [ would appreciate il
if Lthe House would accept them as
one amancdment. There are copices
al 1he Table, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speakear, I will raead Fhe
amendments I am not sure who the
seconder will be, bult T have been
assured by the lLiberal Caucus that
there wi 11 he An individual
available.

MR. SIMMS:
You just babTle them,

MR, FENWICK:

T will explain each one of them in
irn,  okay?  Well, anywiay, T mouve,
seconded hy the - do T have a
name? Ry the way, the seconding
does not dmply an endorsemenlt to
all of 18, bub is just & neans Lo

get it up for debate.

MR. GIMMONS:
T the member would just yield for
a wmomant?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the wember For Fortune -
Hermnikbage .

MR. STMMONS:

We realize that the member for
Menihek [R5 in  and that he i
rotating his caucus. Only half
the caucus is here today,
therefore, for the purpose of
allowing him ko get the amendmenis
moved, T would take pleasure in
seconding the amendment.s . N o
thal does not mean that I will
vote Tor  them, Lowant ko here
what Lhey mean first, Rut for the
purpose of @l lowing the amendmenis
to get on in the debate, T am

1.3999 July 6, 1988 Yol X

prepared and pleased to second the
amencinenis

MR. FENWICK:
Fhank you, Mr. Speakar.

MR. SIMMS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Governmant House Leader,

MR. SIMMS:

Tt has o be understood and
recognized that the method by
which the hon. member wishes Lo
introduce these amendments right
now s nob the norm. Lk is not
usual bto dntroduce six amendments
Tike Fhat, Te s understood bthat
this dis the process he wishes Lo
nse  in order to gel on with his
case and get a vote on it ane way
ar he abthear. T i not i
precendent setting thing, and in
Fhat sense we have o problem wiihn
it Tt ds more or Jess by leave,
and we will go along with i

MR. FIENWICK:

T owonld Tike to bBhank the mwenboer
for Fortune Hermilage fFor
seconding  1i, and the Government
House leader for allowing what is
a slightly Tess Ehan nornal
procedure Lo be used.

If you look at them, Mr. Speaker,
this is whal they mean. The First
amendment refers to Section 6 of
the particular resolution we are
debating here. It 1is 101C and it
currently says: "Where a vacancy
occurs 1in the Supreme Courlt of
Caniada, the  govaernment alff esach
province may, in relation to that
yacancy, subwil o the Minister of
Justice of Canada the names of any
of the  persons who  have  bean
admitted to the har of Lhat
prouvince and are  qualified under
Seclion 101R  for appointmeant o
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that court."

The proposed amendment would add
the words 'or territory' after the
word "province'. The argument
here d¢ that the people of khe
Northwest Territories and the
Yukon should have euvery bii  as
much right to participate in the

seleckion of Supiramne Court
Justices as do 1lhe provinces and
the rest of the connmbtry. T think

that ds & reasonable request.

The second amendment.  refers to

Secticn 9. Mat Saction 9 of the
Meoch Jake Accord he amended Dby
deleiling subseclion 1 (i) .

Subsection 41(1) refers to tLhe
naninrity clanse in Carms of
amendment « . Section 41 says: AN

amandment  to  Lhe Constitution of
Canada in relation to Lhe
following matters may only he made
when the House of Commons, the
Sanate and each of the individual
provinces agree to it Section
(i) SAYS "motwikths banding Aany
other law or practice, the
establishement of new provinces".
This, of course, 1is a major new
change ko  our Constitution, and
what it says 1ds that in the Future
the establishement:  of  provinces
will be subject Lo veto by any one
of the provinces of Canada.

This is a new precaedent, and, as
members are aware, Gf Gl had been
in existence in 1947, 1948, and
1919, during Lhe Confederation

debates, & may have been nsed,
for example, by New Rrunswick, or
Neva Scolia, or PET Lo prevent

Newfoundland and l.abrador {Crom
being made part of the Doimninion of
Canada . On  this  basis, we are
saying bthat bhis s am unnecessary
exlra restriction on places such
as the Yukon or  the Norbhwest
Territories which may in the
Future have the resources and the
population hase required to hecome
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provinces. As everybody knows,
the population of the Yukon and
Northwest Territories is in the
range of 25,000 to 40,000 people
and on that basis they are not
ready for provincehood. May have
always admitted that, but Lhey
feal  that  this ds  an  insulbk  to
them, to have Lo go through a
procecdure that no obther provinces
have been forced through.

Amendment 3 says: thal Section 13
of Fhe Meech Fiake Accord Iy e
anended by renumbering section L0
(2. sihsection (o) o hOo (7))
subsection (d), and cinserting a
new  section 50 (2) subsection (o)
"aboriginal rights, in particular
sell governmani, wi th Full
representation by representatives
ol aboriginal peoplas and
territorial governments . "

T should mention to Harry Stamp
and the poor people working up in
the Hansard Office, that there is
A copy of these amandments
available should they wish to have
Fhem when t+hey have Lo Ekranscribe
this.

Section 13 refers Lo
Canstitubional Conferences, "The
intention of this particular
amendmeant s bthat in 50 subsechion
(?) (¢) a new section bhe added

hil deials with "atroriginal
rights, in particular
self govermnaent:, wi th Full
represenfalion by representalives
of aboriginal peoples andd

terrilorial governments. "

The argument there, Mr. Speaker,
ds thab since senate relform, roles
of 1he fishery and olher matlers
wi 11 e subject Lo Fhis, e
insertion of Lhis will mean that
he aboriginal peoples oF Canada
will have some guaranlee Lhat
Fhere wi. 1l [ye caonbtinuing
discussicens with relation to their
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particular dinterests, which are,
of course, to advance Lhe conse of
self- governmernt for aboriginal

paoples,

Amerdment 4 That 3¢ section 16.
This one is probably one of  lLhe
{ew that q6 fot at all
sell evidant, That Section 16 be
amended by replacing a couple of
woerds  and  adding  the  word and
numbher ‘or 28' after the number
27 TF you look ai page 15 of
our Order Paper of Loday, you will
sae, General: Tt says, "Nothing
in section 2 of the Constitution
fck, 1867 affaecks section 25 or 27
of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and  Freedoms." The new wording
would say, "affects sections 25,
27 or 28." The reason we menlion
that 1is section 28 deals with the
equalilby provisions and s Aan
insertion to clarify that these
particular amenchnants co not:
override the rights that women
haue g ined in the 1982
Constitulion Ta equality of
vreatuent A lot of scholars havo
argued Lhat this does not actually
change the parivicnlar Consbtitulsion
itsell, hut il does make Gt much
clearer Fhiat the rights, fFor
example, of special status for the
Province of Quebec does nob mean
thal they can give inferior status
to  bthe women in  their province,
and 4l ds  specifically to that
point Fha this particular
insertion is addressed.

Amendments 5 and 6, Mr. Speaker,
are inserted, wikth the concurrence
of our caucus, at the request of
Lhe Francophone Association of
Newfoundland and lLabrador, and
they reflect bLhe status bthat the
fFrancophone community has within
this Province right now. Sechion
2, subsection 2 says, and I will
raacd b for you, "The role of the
Parliamernt of Canada and the
provincial Tegislaturas %
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preserve the fundamental
chapactoristic of Canada relfarrad
to in paragraph (1) (a) 1w
af Fivmed M

Now what that currently says 08
the biTldngual pabtare of Canada, or
the reality of French and Fnglish
Canaca s o bhe  aFfirmed. Wheat
lhe Francophone Associalion in
this  Province 15 saying, and T
think quite legitimately, 1is tUthat
they really have wvary Little in
the way of existence. The
francophone communiitias in my
district of Menihek are the second
largesl in bthe Province, and the
largest are 1in places like Cape
3. George and Mainland on  the
Port au Port Peninsula. There are
vary  small  communities scalbered
throughout the Province as well,
ot primiarily Ehere are Lo
concentrations, and even those are
only a couple of Lthousand people
at best. S0 their argument ds if
you o say  preserve  bthat,  you are
preserving virtually nothing.
Thetir argumenlt s ik should  be
translated to say, "preserve and
promobe", and  on hat basis  bhay
would feel that there was actually
A constitational obligation Lo say
thal they have the right Lo he a
French community in bivis Province
and to exist and to flourish.

Amendment No. 6 goes along with
Fhat and deletes the words '"French
speaking Canadian ancd English
speaking Canacians' to replace
them with '"French Canada and
FrigTlish Canada', Again, the
argument from the Francophone
Assaciation ts bthat when you talk
ahout English and French speaking
Canadiams, you «are talking about
individual rights. They feel Lhe
group rights of group such as Lhe
people on Lhe Port au Port
Paninsntla or in Menihek or in
other parts of the Province should
have some sort of group rights in
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Farms of schooling, culbtural
ingtitutions and so on. So* they
Fael Fhat Tanguage would bhe
stronger For them under those
circumstbances .

Mr. Speaker, bthose are bkhe changes
T am proposing. I do not dintend
Lo bkake up any more time of the
House. T appreciate the fact the
Liberal Opposition has provided a
seconder For lhe resolution,
Again, as [ said belfore, we would
appreciate a vote on them. Rut,
however, F bthey are net accepiead,
we will still vote for the Meech
take Accord itsell.

Thank you uary inuch
MR. HISCOCK:

My, Speaker, just din concluding on
the original amencment,

MR. STMMS:
On the original amendment?

MR. HISCOCK:
Well, this 1s the part -

MR. STMMS.:
(Inaudible) deal with Lhe
amendments .

MR. HTSCQCK:

No, but thal is bthe point, while
you were there chatting, I wanted
to gat up and more or Tass IOW
you are back -

AN TION. MIMRBER:
(Tnandible) .

MR, STMMS .
Yas, et can, Bt A he wenld
rather speak to the main motion.

MR. HISCOCK:

Well, to Lhe amendments and that,
T helicuo it dis hypocrisy, Mr,
Speaker, to gel into amendments
when we realize we cannot  change
this. That s the reason why our
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pariy, in particular, only brought
in one.

The amendments, I think, din the
long Lerm will be addressed by
other governments of Canada, but I
do think, Mr. Speaker, Lhalb  Lhe
Premier and all the Cabinet should
he hare vobting on this. It is
probably the most important piece
of legislakion we have passed -in
this House since Lhe original
consbitntion, with a strong view
of Canada and having Jlong-term
Tmplicatbicns,

So T addressed  Pthe  majerity  of
{Lhose amendments @in my own speech,

b what s the SETIEO, Mre
Speaker, of geltting into
amendmenits  when you  koow they are
going to be volted down. Tt ds
Jus o ograndstanding . We [(Teel if

the NDP Party wants lo he
hypoeritical and doe il thab way,
we are not going to have any input,

n concluding, Mr, Spaakear, on
these amendments here, I do feel
Lhe view of Canada s changing,
but the Canada will have another
day. Ry the Premier not giving in
to our Terms of Union din  our
Constikubtion, what is the sense of
passing Meech Lake because the
Pramier now does nok agree with
Term 31 of the Terms of Union. We
now  basically  have said Lo  the
rest of Canada and to Lhe
Papdianent of Canada our Terms of
Union are not worth the paper Lhey
are wreitten o on,

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR. WFIIS:
Mr . Speakaer,

MR, SPFAKER:
The Man .,
Opposition.

he feaclar of the

MR, WELLS:
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Mr. Speaker, as has been indicated
by the hon. member for Fortime
Hermitage (Mr. Simmons), to enable
Fhe NDP member Lo speak  to  his
amendment s and move hi s
amendmwants, we agreed to cindicabe
he would second it, but solely for
Fhat purpose,

The amencments proposed do net cin
Ny marnrer really deal with
Fundamental probklems of the Meech
ke proposal. While nobody can
speak against the desirability of
ensuring that we have the
political approbation of the
legislalure and the people of
Quebec, and Fhe Government of
Quebec, to the constitutional
procedures which have been taking
place 1in Canada over the last few
yaars, nevertheless, there is @
price heyond which we cannot go,

There 1is nobody in this Chamber, I
suspect, khalt 1s not anxions o
see the people of Quebec
reasonably  happy as  residents  op
citizens of & province of Canada
and  have  them pleased with their
role and 1heir place 1in  Canada.
There s nobody in  bthis  Chamber
who would be opposed to hat.

MR. TUIK:
Absolntely, nobody

MR. WEILS:

Bul, Mr. Speaker, there should be
nobody fin this Chamber prepared bto
sell-oult the constitutional fulure
of this Provinace, or the
constitutional future of the
counkry For the sake of achieving
that because it would dindeed be
very shorksighted, and bhak <is my
criticism of Meech Lake and these
amendmenks . These amendments do
not, Mr. Speaker, go anywhere near
meeting the Fundamenbal problems
of the Meech lake Accord.

TF you look al the First amendment
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proposed, 1t deals with enabling
the governments of the Territories
to have some kind of an dinput into
the appointment process of  khe
judges of Lhe Supreme Court of
Cianacla .

Mo, in Fact, most lawyers in bhis
country, T believe, are opposed lo
this  presont proposal in Maech
Lake, They do not bthink dt will
do anybiving For bthe Supreme Court
to have the federal government
confinad to a list proposed by a
particular prouvince from which the
appointment is  to ba made. That
will do nothing for the court; it
will add nothing at all to  the
quality of the court. We have a
reasonably good court. Tt is
functioning reasonably well over
the years. T do nobt suggesht it is
perfect. The means of appointment
has worke redasondably well,
particularly in later years, and I
Fhink we have a reasonably good,
well functioning Supreme Court of
Canadiv alt the moment

Fhis proposal allows the Province
of Quebec and Lhe Province of
Ontorio to effectively  name  bhe
nominesas . Newloundland cannot  do

Chat Theaeroe  has Ty e Bean @
Newfoundlander sil on the Supreme
Court of Canada, Maere never has

been. We have been @ Province of
Camada  now  For  Lhirty nine  yaars
and there has never heean a
MewlFoundlander sit on the Suprems
Court of Canada. To the best of
my  knowledge, therae hias never been
anybody from Prince Edward Island
s 1 on the Suprame Court of
Canada. One judge by Lradition
and pracitice, one judge comes From
the Atlantic Region, and that has
ean altaernaliing auear since
Confederation in 1867 between New
Arunsuick and Nova Scoktia, or
easentially that has bhean
alternating.
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Mr. TJTustice Ritchie, who recenbly

relired, Wet s a Nouva Scotian
judge . His replacement was from
N s Rrunswick, My, Justice
lLalforaest. Thare still has naot

been a judge from Newfoundland or
From Prince FEdward Lsland, and no
indicalion we are euer going to
have any real say in it. There -is
no  dndication that we are ever
going to have any real say in that
appointmant . So from
NewiFoundland's point of view, this
suggestion ds meaningless. This
amenchnent.  proposad by bhe NDP now
would add Lhe Territories, T
suppose, L you must e whalh they
did cin Meech lLake by allowing Lhe
Provinces to prouide the  Tisi,
Lheu dn any kind of &a sense of
Fairness,  yoeu  wontld  have  to o add
the Territories as well,

AN HON. MFMRER:
(InaudibTea) .

MR, WFLIS:

Pardon e ? Oh, I could not
possibly Finish foday. I have a
few other things Lo deal with on
the amandments .

n Fairness, Mr, Speaker, +if you
are going to have this, 1f Meech
Lake s going to go through, bLhen
you ought to add the Territories
as well as the provinces, but that
just shows how Jludicrous the whole
proposal S and the whole
suggestion is. The only provinces
Lhat benefik From this are Ontario
and Quebec. That 4is what is wrong
wilkh our whole approach Lo Meaech
ake . Sure we have gotlen more
power and wmore influences For the
provinces, hut the only ones who
gat any real benelit cr any real
power  or  any  real cinfluence Lo
wheel are Ontario and Quaebec.

MR, STMMS:
T wonder would the hon. member bhe
preparad Lo slop Vhe clock
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perhaps, rabher Phan interrupt his
train of thought and carry it to
another day. Maybe we could carry
on with whatever it is he wishes
o say today . We et Lo he
prepared to stay.

MR. WELLS:

T wo ) d Fake Lan or Fiftean
minutes, but I would suggest we
counld do it tomorrow, I do not
know if there are any others who
want Lo speak.  There may be more.

MR. STMMS:

If the leader of the Opposilion
WEn s FilFteen minmlbes, We are
quile prepared to stop the c¢lock,
so he can carry on,

MR. WELLS:

Yes, but there may be one oy lLwo

others on this side. I owould tell
you that T would nol anticipate
hats il wonld take  uaery  Tong
tomorrow to finish dt. T would
expect  Ehat bhe  debate will  be

finished Lomorrow. B

MR. SIMMS:

Whichever is beiter for you. I do
not want your train of Llhought to
he interrupbed o carry ko
tomorrow. If you carry on Ltoday
For Fifteen minutes, we would he
prepared to stop the clock.

MR. WELLS:

T suspect [ can hold my thoughts
in order overnight without them
running wild.,

SOME HON. MEMBFERS:

oh, oh!
MR. WELLS:
o bhat case, Me. Speaker, T move

the adjournment of Llhe debate.

MR. STMMS:
M Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Presidenk of  the
< Council.,

MR, STMMS;

M. Speaker, T just  want to
indicate that  Ltomorrow we  will
hopefully make enough progress on
Meech lLake Lomorrow +to  conclude
{he debate and hopefully have 1Lhe
voke on il Fraom bthere we intend
1o carry on with Jegislation and
for the most part we will kry to
slay in  order as we have been
deing in  bthe past, but that is
subject to some consultalions that
[ want Lo have with some peopla.
Generally speaking, that 1is what
we inktend to purpose For tomorrow.

T move that the House adjourn
unkil kowmorrow, Thursday at 2:00
p.m. and that this House do now
adjourn.

On motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow, July 7
at 2:00 p.m.
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Big Game Licence Application Fee

1983

O L

TTogr

¥hat

The $5.00 big game licence application fee was introduced in
and has not changed since.

When this fee was announced, it was stated that the revenue
zted would be used +o offset the cost of the big game
ce draw; to engage andé equip additional wWilédlife Protection
ers and to enhance and expand the Information and Education
am cf the Wilcélife Division.

¢

mhs revenue cencrated in 1988 is appreximately $250,000.00.

Has Been Done Since 19832

L7

The Big Game Licence Draw has been made more acceptable
by having it completed much earlier in the year and by
changing the priority attached to the party licence
application so that one person cannot use several
others, who may-or may not be bonafide hunters, to
enhance his chances of getting a licence each year.
mhis latter makes +he acquisition of licences more
equitable. The cost of the big game licence draw each
vear is approximately $100,000.00.

circe 1983 three additional Wildlife Protection Officer »
wositions have been created and staffed. Motorized

equipment has been acguired for these new officers.

Noeration S.P.OC.R.T. was implemented late in 1983. This

ie a program whereby citizens can report wWildlife

viclations through a toll-free number. This operation

has led to a nurmber of successful prosecutions; but,
unfortunatelv, arnual statistics are not immediately

available.

Since 1983 the budget of the Information and Education
Unit of the Wildlife Division has been increased by
almost $100,000.00. In 1982-83 that budget was
approximately $144,000.00, today it is $239,000.00.
Since that time a comprehensive Hunter Education Manual
has been issued forming the basis of the Hunter
Education Program. The Hunter Capability Test has been
significantly improved and made more meaningful by the
development of a comprehensive study guide discussing
wildlife regulations, firearms and shooting safety and
hunter ethics. New examinations have been developed and
life-size targets are now used at the shooting test.
In connection with the enhanced hunter capability test
a program ef training and instruction for Wildlife
Field Staff on firearm safety, range ‘safety and how to
carry out the Hunter Capability Test was implemented.

Project Wild, a program to integrate wildlife




conservation with the school curriculum has been
develooed and has been tested in 12 schools throughout
the Province in cooperation with the Department of
rducation and Schdol Boards. Once it is £fully
evaluated, it will be implemented through teachers
workshcps. This activity-basec resource will involve
children and their teachers in all grades with real-
1ife conceopts and problems. The coal is to fasterr
responsible behaviour, which must have its roots formed
esarlv in 1ife, towards our avironment. In addition,

1@1ife Divisiocn has contributed to the
.+ 2] Science.Course taught in High School.

coxprehensive guide to hunters on how to complete the

ic game licence spplication form has been developed
a2 igsues, receivine wide zcclaim Dy big game hunters.
. comprehensive annuzl hunting ané trapping guide has
also bs=en developed and issued covering 211 hunting and
+rzpping seasons. This guide summarizes regulations,
illustrates hunting areas znd closeé areas, describes
ecial wildlife programs and studies, briefly
scribes hunter capability testing, provides the
s code of behaviour and pointers on firearm
.. Content varies Zrom year to year and may also
luyde instruction on how to sight-in a rifle and
cribes techniques for the field ceare of game. This
rublication has Dbeen acclaimed by &all hunters and
traopers.
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Question 27:

Answer:

ORDERS OF THE DAY 1/88

Winston Baker (Gander) - To ask
the Honourable the Minister of
Finance to lay upon the Table of
the House the following infor-
mation:

A. The amount of funding used
for the purchase of alcoholic
beverages for all goverrnment
aircraft in the fiscal year 1987.

B. Would the Minister of Finance
also lay upon the Table of the
House the cost of the charter of
aircraft for the same period.

A. Govermment Aircraft is used for
air ambulance purposes and for
forestry programs. There are no
purchases of alcoholic beverages
made for the aircraft.

B. During the fiscal year 1987 the
following costs were incurred:-—

Fixed Wing $1,300
Contract Helicopter $3,088
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THE GENERAL HOSPITAL e

C ' THE HEALTH SCIENCES CENTRE
T St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada A1B 3V6
QOPERATED BY Telephone: (709) 737-6300
THE GENERAL HOSPITAL Office: (709) 737-

CORPORATION
1988 07 05

Dr. R. J. williams
Associate Deputy Minister
Department of Health
Confederation Building
St. John’s, Newfoundland

. Dear Dr. Williams:

I am writing in reply to your request for information concerning
remarks made by the Opposition Health Critic, Mr. Efford, relating to
programs at the Miller Centre and the Health Sciences Centre.  We have
been unable to contact Mr. Efford to obtain some background
information, but from my discussion with you, I understand his remarks
were related to delays in the admission of two accident patients from
the Emergency Department on June 29, and to camplaints about
accommodation provided to clients of the Workers’ Compensation
Commission at the Miller Centre.

On June 29 two patients from motor vehicle accidents were treated
in our Emergency Department. Patient R.A. arrived at 12:00, was
treated for lacerations to his left arm and knee and was discharged at
14:30. Patient G.C. arrived at the Emergency Department at 11:40 and
had a Colles’ fracture that required reduction diagnosed. This patient
was held in Emergency until a space was available in the Operating Room
at 17:00. He was admitted to hospital post-cperation and discharged on
July 3, 1938.

e

In reply to your enquiry with respect to accommedation for
Workers’ Compensation patients in Southcott Hall, an arrangement has
been made with Workers' Compensation to provide a total of twenty
rooms in Scuthcott Hall for Workers' Compensation patients frem outside
St. John’s. This program commenced June 1, 1983. We are still in the
process of sorting out specific needs of this group of patients which
had previously been accommodated by the hotel system in St. John's.

These patients are mostly male and are accommodated on the same
floor at Southcott Hall. Female patients are accommodated on a
separate floor. Arrangements have been made for the purchase of
additional furnishings for this area, but complaints have been received '
regarding the adequacy of shcwer and washroom facilities. There is ?
just one shower/washroom on each floor and there are inevitable lineups
for this facility.



I would also like to comment on the provision of bath/shower
facilities for patients in the Main Block of the Miller Centre. All
patient units are equipped with appropriate bathing facilities for
patients, however, because of the limited mumber, these facilities must
be shared by males and females.

I trust this is the informaticn you reguired.
Yours sincerely,

chn

#ésociate Executive Director
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