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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

I shall now comment upon the point
of order raised by the hon. member
For Fogo on May 25, 19288, The
1gsue is whether a member may ask
a minisler a question relating to
a statement made outside the House
by Lhe ministoer. The Governmaenh
House Leader and the member for
Fogo in  thelir submissions both
referred +to BReauchesne page 132,
No . 359, subsection 10, which
states 'A question ought not to
refer to a statement made outside
the House by a Minister.'

As  Ffar as I have been able *to
determine from our records, this
lssue has nevenr bhefore bhean
raised. Without conducting a
complete and exhaustive study of
euery question asked by the hon.
members to fthe government of the
day over the past ten to twelve
years, I feel sure questions have
been asked of ministers respecting
government policy as may be set
forth in statements made by
ministers outside this hon. House.

Upon checking the Journals of the
House of  Commons of  April 14,
975, the Spaeakar mad e the
fFollowing comment in relation to
Fhe rule From Beauwchesns as quoted
above . The gquote 1s:; 'lt seems Lo
me Lt is o a mather of {Torm rabhaer
than one of substance, fFor,
indaead, if A question  obtherwise
conforms with the principles of
Oral Question Peritod, it ought notk
to he disqualified simply because
of  its preanble, because An LLs
preamble some reference 1s made Lo
a nini oor @ statement made by
a minister some place obther than
here. For Lhe  litre of  me, I
cannot understand why, in the case
of & wvalid question, a  member
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would want to tie 4t dinto a
statement made outside of the
House and therefore risk having it
disqualified whean, in fact, the
simple device is to put the
gquestion directly without any
reference to the statement.'

In conclusion, the rule as selb out
in RBeauchesne secms clear. The
way around the rule is also
clear. A maember wishing to ask
such a question should simply take
cars (e phirasa tLhe gquestion
without referring to the statement
made oulside the House.

Statements by Ministers

PREMIER PECKFORD:
M., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I rise on what I
consider to be a matter of very
great dimportance and 1kt concerns
the ongoing questions both dnside
and outside this House - Your
Ruling s rather appropriate at
this point in time - by the Leader
of the Opposition (Mr. Wells) and
other members of bthe OQpposibion,
as it relates to Lhe Deputy
Proamier, the Minisktaer of Health,
the member for St. John's Soulh
(b Collins).

T made a sbtatemoent severaol days
ago relative to  this, that the
hon. Depuly Pramier, Lhe Minister
of Health, had disclosed all of
liis dnbereshs auery yoear since ne
has heen a minister; every single
interesk ne e nad e Facs
disclosed, and he has Followed tLhe
conflict of interest guidelines

scrupulously, and I think that has

not become the perception in the
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media in the coverage of this.

T have since asked the Minister of
Health to fFollow Lhrough on
additional allegatlons, Lthatb his
name dicd appear on a shareholder's
list even though he had his shares
put  in trust and had nothing
eihatsoever to do with bthe company
from the day he entered Cabinet up
unto this present moment.

The minister, the Deputy Premier,
has provided me and hand delivered
to me last night a letbter, which I
have copied for all hon. members
and for the press, 1in which he
says the following: '"The Leader
of the Opposition has alleged that
my name appears on the Terra Nova
Fnterprises sharelist for 1982,
1983 and 1984 as registered in the
Registry of Deeds. You have askead
me to dnvestigate this situation
Faor you.

T established telephone conbtacl
with  Mr, Donald Mercer, QR.C.,
Lrustes of my share dinkteresl, who
was travelling in Nova Scotia at
the +ime, who stated +he opinion
that this could only have been the
resylt of clerical airror .
mistake - 'in his office. He
suggestoed T contact Lhe businaess
manager of his office to see if it
could he determined how the error
arose.,

I subsequently contacted the
business manager who also statbed
it could only have been a clerical
#2IrOr, pointing out that abt a
certain time each year literally
hundreds of these sharelists are
preparead and sulbmitted o the
Regilistry as required by law, that
accordingly they were prepared by
clerdcal starf alone (oFten junior
stafft by reason  of the  minor
importance attached Lo the
document) and submitted For .a
lawyer's signature, essenltially
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withoul scirutiny . He Further
stated that, regrettably, errors
often creep into this process. He
undertook to procure copies of the
submitted sharelists, For any
fFurther information Lhey may
contain.

-

Subsequently, 1 examined copiaes of
the sharelists (the first time I
had ever seen bthem) For the period
1978 to 1986 inclusive, which are
attached, Serutiny shows that,
indeed, a number contain several
errors, as follows:

The 1978 sharelist is essentially
without error (although submitted
at a later date than strictly in
accordance with the law, Seplkembaer
11, 1979) and correctly 1- ny
name A Dr. Jaimn Collins,
Treasurer, and John Collins owning
ong share; '

e 1979 ldist contains  several
@rrors, the first page 18
incorrectly dated as 1978  with
correction in ink, the second
remains  incorrectly dated as 1978,
the sharelist contains +the name
"John R. Collinsg"™ (my 1initlal iz
John F.) owning "nil" shares, but
Lt correcltly Tleaves wmy name ofF
the Directors' ligting and shows
Mr. Donald A, Mercer as Lrustee of
one share; '

The 1980 list dncorrectly shows
Christine Mercer auv & Direcltor
have been assured by the offi
manager and Mr. Maercer thab bt
lady has never had any connecti
with the company but i1s a Director
with an unconnected company), but
is  otherwise correct din that ny
name neither appears as a Director
nor  as  oa snareholder  (Mr. Mercer
continues to be shown as brustee
of one share);

Fhe 1981 list shows o errors;

The 1982 Llist shows "Collins, J."
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as a Director (which all report
was an error 1in 1listing), whilst
continuing to show Mr. Mercer as
trustee of one share;

Roth the 1983 list and the 1984

list were registered on Lhe same
date, April 19, 1985 (di.e. the
1983 list was registeresd one year
late), and lists "John C. Collins"
as a Director, whereas my full
name is John F. Collins (again,
the staFf at the law Firm stale
that these were listings 1in error);

Fhe 1985 Tdist, whilst not showinyg
my name a4e a Director, is
incorvrecl in that Li . Tists
Collinsg, J. as owning one share
whilst nolt listing Mr. Mercer as
possessing a share in trust, which
continued to be the actual case
(this shareli Was also
registered one year lale, May 13,
1987);

The 1986 1list is correct 1in that
it does not list my name as a
Director but again lists Mr .
Mercer as holding one share in
trust.

It is regrettable Lhat these
clerical errors, of a number of
varieties, have occurred and
provided Lhe Leader of Lhe
Opposition the opportunity Lo
cause some confusion. The fact
repmaing  thabt I personally had no
part 1in preparing the sharelists
in question and that the law {dirnm
concerned readily state Lhat
BIrPGInS wera mec e i1 Lham  as
outlined above.

<

I would alse Tlike to make Uthe
point at this time that the Leader
o Lhe  Opposlition, in o a  nost
devious way, has now taken the
Ling ol suggesting Chat Lk 5
csomehow inproper For a Minister Lo
e a winority  shareholder in @
company doing business with
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Government, on the basis that the
Conflict of Interest for Ministers
is breached in that event. fs “you
are well aware, the Guidelines
contained no such provision, and
the Leader of the Opposition is
clearly endeavoring Lo causea
Further confusion by means of
innuendo and stating an untrubh as
to the nature of the Guidelines.'
The Depulty Premier +is not breaking
any guidelines. He followed
completely the guidelines.

'T trust he will not be allowed to
perpatrate thesae Falsahoods
without exposure and reprimand.’

Mr. Speaker, I table this, and all
I need Lo say is thalb ULhe Deputy
Premier, the Minister of Health,
the Mamber for 5t. John's South,
has scrupulously carried out his
acltivities in accordance with all
the laws and regulations governing
this Province; ne s had no
dealings with the company from the
time he pulb his shares in trust.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon.
Opposition.

Lhe Leader oOfF the

MR, WELLS:
Mank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TORIN:
Say you are sorry.

AN HON, MIMBER:
Apologize.,

MR. WELLS:

Mr, Spaeakaor, L those
undisciplined people would remadln
quiet, they will hear the full
truth, They can say what Lthey

N
N
w
—
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like after, but I would just like
Lhe opportunity to be heard.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKFER:
Order, please!

MR, WELLS:
Saomepbody should pireach Lo you, you
need it. You have demonstrated to
me long anough.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS: _
There has been dire need for years.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELIS:

Mr . Speaker, when you have
maintained order, I would like +io
speak.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasa!

MR, WFELILS:
Now, M. Speakar, I want Lo
address Lhae matlars ralsed (R3]
Lhis, primarily because of the
suggestlon that I have been dolng
somelhing dmproper. I want to
address bhat.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You can address it all you like.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasea!

MR. PATTERSON:
You are taking our salary under
Lhe table, that 1s (inaudible).

MR. PEACH:
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We do you not disclose your
interests? That is a problem.

MR. WELLS:

M. Speaker, F Your Honour or any
member of this House wants to get
the Hansaird of  Lhe day T raised
this question, and read 1t, +they
Wil L see  clesrly  wmat U satd.
What I did say, Mr. Speaker, very
clearly was that, as I looked at
that sharelist and 1t showed the
hon. membaer as a shareholder in
1985, I was completely confident
that was an error and that errors
were fairly common in shareliste
like that. That is therae in
Hansard.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

T also drew attention to the fact
that the hon. member was listed as
a director ror three straight
years in a row, and I simply asked
the Promier bto determine what was
the cause of this, and he has done
Lhat . The hon., minister has made
his statement. Now, that is
totally irrelevant. ik s
nothing to do with Lhe guidelines,
Lhat  just addressed the question
of the Premier's statement Lhat
Lhe hon. minlster had nothing Lo
do  with the management of  the
company .

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Let us deal with the guidelines
and the confldict of dinterest. The
guildelines speak very clearly.

SOME_HON., MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Mr . Speaker, would you please
maintain order. Thank you,. Mr.
Speaker,

The quidelines state very clearly
that 'while holding office and for
one year after ceasing to hold
office, a minister, his spouse or
minor children, ar a body or
organization in which any of them
has a financial -interest, shall
not, without Ffirst obtaining the
approval of the Premier' in cach
case, shall not, without Ffirst
obhtalning Lhe approval of the
Premier - 'be eligible to receive
any of {the Fotlowing bhenef its from
the Province or an  agency: A
contract fTor the supply of godds
or services ! That, the Premier
heas told chils Hlous e, WA S "no L
done . He had a general letter
From the minister when the hon.
minister Ffirst became a minister
and there was no letbter for any
one of these leases. The conflict
of interest rules have bhean
clearly breached, and, on top of
that, ™Mr. Speaker, the information
provided indicates clearly that at
least another $96,000 a year 1s
paid -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Order, please!
The hon. member's Lime has elapsed.

SOME HON., MEMRBER:S
Hewar, hear!

SOME HON ., MEMRBIT
Ry leave

=~
R

MR. WELLS:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Oorder, please!

A point of order, the hon., the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, I stood to speak 1in
this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Apologize! Apologize!

MR. WELLS:
Look what we have now. I cannot
auen make  the point  of  order,
because those animals do not have
encugh discipline Lo henave
themselves,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

I am addressing Your Honour on &
point of order and I dinsist on my
right to finish it, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasea!

MR. WELLS:

I dnsist on my right to address
Your Honour on a point of order.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:
A point of privilege, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, pleasa!

The hon. the President of the
Council has risen oa & point of
privilege.
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MR. WELLS:
That does not take precedence over
a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:
You are good @b dncome  tax, bub
you are no good in the House.

MR. DAWE :

Guess again!

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon, Ehe
Council.

President of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, perhaps we could give
the hon. member an opportuniby to
cool down a little bit before he
blows a gasket over there,

My poinkt of privilege is a very
simple one, bhut & wvery dmportant
one . First of all, he 1s wrong
when he says a point of privilege
does not override a point of
order. It certainly does.

MR. WELLS:
A proper one does.

MR. STMMS:
Yas, L ocoerbtalnly doas.

MR WG
Yoo, & proper one.,

MR. STMMS:

Does  thae hen. bhe Leader of the
Opposition think he 1is the only
Qone

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, on!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMS:
I know he loues to play God and
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judge and everything else, but he
is certainly not playing Speaker.
It is up to the Speaker = to
determina.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon, the
lLeadaer of {the Oppoesition Hin s
Fit of rage a moment ago, clearly
roferred Lo Lhe members of  kkhis
hon. Heuse as animals. Now, I,
ffor ona, resent it a@ncl L &
certain other members in bhis

House rasent it

AN HON. MEMBER:
We all do.

MR. SIMMS:

T do not think members opposite
would 1ike to bhe referred to as
animals, even 1fF they were.
submit, Mr. Speaker, that that
a slur upon the dntegrilby
members of this House. And 4F he
cannot control his temper, titen
the best thing he can do 1is leauve
the Chamber.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

But certainly he should he asked,

at: the very least, Mr. Speaker -
and 1f vyou look at Beauchesne,
10%, you  will : ’ e

Lhe  refero
there - to refrain From using
Lhose kinds of derogatory commoernts
towards members of this House who
have heen daly  elected by bie
people of this Province Lo sit in
this House. e  certainly should
withdraw his use of that term al
Lhis particular point in btime,

MR, WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., the
Opposition.

Leadar oF Lhe
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Exactly what I thought 1t was, a
point of order under the guise of
a point of privilege, and that
does not take precedence over the
point of order to which I was
addressing Your Honour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No? No?

MR. WELLS:
That is exactly what it 1is.

Why do you not bhe a man and
withdraw your stupid remarks?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon . Lhe Pregident of Lhe
Council certainly has not
eshtablished a prima Tacle case,
The hon., the Leadanr of the
Qpposition ¢l icl rafar o hon .
members as animals, and I would
ask him Lo withdraw that term.

MR, WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I have no reluctance
atl all Lo wi. thdraw any
unparliamentary language, and 1 do
S0 . I simply ask Your llonour Lo
keep those undisciplined members,
who do not have the courtesy to
allow a member on this side of the
House Lto speak, quiet. That i
what I was asking Your Honour to
do.

S0ME HON. MEMBERS:
State your point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!l

I understand Uhe hon., member has
withdrawn the term.

Thak you,

Now, T wonld Tike Lo address Yonr
Horour on  the point of order in
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respect of which I was interrupted
by lLhe President of the Council on
an improper point of privilege., "1
would 1ike to state my point of
order, Your Honour.

MR. SPEAKER:
The her . e
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELILS:

My point of order ds this: The
hon. Lhe Premier stood dn  this
House and made a statement, half
of  which dealt with facls, the
other half of which casth
aspersions against me personally
and suggested that I Was by
davious means -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Did not say 1k,

MR. WELLS:

The word 1s used. Tt ds printed
there, 'in some devious way Lried
to make dmproper statements in
Lhis louwseae ', and i slLand to
address 1it, as 1s my right by
anybody with a sense of fFairness
and hbalance whatsoevear. M,
Speakar, the hon. memhars have
shouted in exactly the same way as
the hon. members are shoulbing now,
to such extent that I have not
been able Lo address and respornd
to the dssue. I just get started
on 1t and  Your Honour rules my
time ds  up. With respect, Your
Honour, thalb makes & mockery of
this place. A e a democratic
institution, Wi th respect, Your
Honour, that kind of procedure on
the part of  hon. members ek
prevents a member from this side
off  the Housce fron speaking until
Lheir time 1s  expilred, makeas &
mockaery of Lhe democratic
institution,

SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

No. 47 R2635



PREMIER PECKFORD:
To that point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier, to the point
af order,

PREMTER PECKIORD:

To that polnt of order, there is
no point ol ordaer, Thae Leader of
the Opposition had his time under
the rulas Lo respond Lo the
slatement. I made. As we do every
day, a minister oir the Proemier
gats up and makes a statement and
a  member opposite, reprasenting
Lhe Qpposition, has half the time
Lo raospond bo thal statement.
That 1« what happened d1n this
case. The Leadaer of the
Opposition, once again, does not
understand the rules of the House;
he has been away too long and will
he away agailn very shortly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

[5]

To that point of order, there i
no point of order.

I would Tike to point oul Lo hon.
members that Lhere ig no
varticular rule aboul half ime or
quarter Lime, it ds a kind of
ganeral  ldea  we  haue, Ly ks
particular Case, the hon. Lhe
Leadaer ol the Opposition e
axactly the same amount of Lime as
Lhe Praemior.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of privilege, the hon. the
Minister of Health,

DR, COLLING:

Mr. Speaker, I just want to give
notice now that I will be bringing
in a point of privilege after I
have Mad the opportunity of
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studying Hansard of today Bne
certain other relative mabters.
This dis my first opportunity to dc
o in presenlt circumstances. Ae
Your Honour knows, I have nevear
heen asked a quesbtion by tihe
Opposition on this matter, evear
though my  name  has  been draggec
into certain matters. S0 I giuve
notica of & point  of privilegae.
At the earliest opportunity, wher
I have had an opportumnity Lto study
the ‘Hansard and similar matters, 1
will he rising on &  point  of
privilege.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haoar!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The matter has been noted.

At  Cthis stage I would like tc
welcome to the gallery Sir Allar
Urwick, the British Higt
Commissioner Lo Canada.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe Minister of Fisheries,

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr, Speaker, 1in a sbtatement T macde
to this House on April 18§, 1988, 1
indicated bthat my department wouls
b conduciting el comprenansiuve
study of our Tlobster fdishery witl
a view Lo determining new means ¢
increase the potential development
of  Lhis wery dmportant dIndustry.
I am very pleasecd Lo announce
today  that my department has o
contracted a consultant Lo reuvieuw
developments within this industiry,

The lobster Fishery provides
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approximately $12 to $15 wmillion
to our dinshore fishery annually.
To many of our linshore fishairmen,
the lobster fishery dis vital to
the overall performance of Utheir
fFishing operation. Due to the
importance of this fishery Lo our
inshore sector, this government
s macde a Firm  commitment Lo
review the operation of our
lobster -industry with a view to
improving the overall performance
of this fishery.

This study will revieaew and
evaluate fdishermen and processor
participation in the dindustry and
analyze production, price setting
and trade practices. I have also
requested that the consultant
provide an assessmenk of Lhe
impact and range of options
conceaerning a number of dssues
which could have sarious
implications on  the Newfoundland
lohster fishery.

The major 1ssues Lo be evaluated
are the Following:

Recenl. changaes in  United States
regulations on  minimum  carapace
slze; Lhe Feasibility of  large
scale holding pounds in this
Province: product development to
reduce dependency on live
lobsters, market development to
decrease dependency, which is
presently 920 per cent, on United
States markets,

Mr . Speaker, I am pleased to
announce that the contract for the
lobskber study has been awarded to
Mr., Aiden Maloney of St. John's.
Mr. Maloney, a Former Minister of
Fisheries of Newfoundland and
Labrador and past President of the
Canadian Saltfish Corporation, 1s
certainly an anthority on all
aspects of our fishery and I am
conficdent that he will provide a
valuable insight into the
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development: ot our lobhster
industry. A maximum allocation of
$15,000 has been reserved for bhis
study which shall be submitted to
my of Fice by Oclober 31, 1988,

Mr. Maloney will consult with all
soctors of the lobster Fishery in
Lhis Province s i L1 s
representatives of the Department
oF Fisheries and Oceans and any
agencies having an dmpact on the
international trading of
lobsters. Officials of my
department will be meeting with
him during the duration of the
agreement to discuss Lhe prograess
of the study.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the
lobster fishery 1s an exbtremely
important aspect of our dnshore
Fishery. It constitutes a
significant portion of bthe 1ncome
o many of orir small i
Fishermean. I am optimistic that
Lhis stndy will provide us with an
increased awareness of e
polential ol this important
industry, and will be beneficial
to our filishermen For years to come.

SOME._HON. MEMRERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, W. CARTER:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the memb e For

Twillingatea.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Speaker, while I welcome the
announcement that a study is going
to ltake place, I cannobt say T am
too dmpressed with some of  the
gquidaelines N out in t
minister's statement., |
axample, LLots unfortunabte bhat
the minister had to wait until
this vyear's lobster {flishery was
almost about to conclude before
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taking some action to correct some
of the problems within the lobster
fishery which have been evident
now for the past number of years.

I note with interest, Mr. Speaker,
that one of the problems the
Committee will address is the one
having Lo do witkh Lhe recent
changes in Lhe United States
regulations on the wminimum size of
lobster.

It is +interesling, Mr. Speaker, to
note, as well, that just four days
ago one of the recomnendalticns in
the report of the House Committee
on Ways and Means, of Lhe Unifed
States, and the Sentate Committee
on Finance headed by Senakor
Rentsen, had to do with the dimport
of lobster inte the United States,
and I have it here.

One of the Finance Commitiee
recomnendations, Mr. Speaker, was
that 1t would prohibit entry into
the United States customs
territory of any whole lobster or
part of such lobster that 1is not
consistent wilkh the new
reqgulations sel down by the
Lobster Fisheries Management
Plan. This, by the way, 1s a
Committee of Ways and Maeans hauving

Lo do with fFree trade.

So 4t seems to me, Mr. Speaker,
Uhat the comnitlee appeinted boday
by the minister will have 1dts
hands  Full, hecause, obuiously, as
Fanr as Lhe United States ig
concerned,  thelr minds are protiy
well made up.

[ welcome the appoinlment, M
Speaker, of Mr., Alden Maloney as
Chatrman  of  thalt  Comnitbece, M-
Maloney 1s a wvery well-krnown and
nighly repeced

MR. TORIN:
Time, Mr. Speaker?
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MR. W. CARTER:
Who is the Speaker?

Mr. Speaker, again I welcome the
announcement that Mr. Maloney 1=
going to be the chairman of this
committes. He ds a wvery fine
perscn,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:

My, Speaker, T conclude by saying
that I express some regret that
such @ ame’l ucgat e s bean
provided, which, of course, raises
a qgquestion as to just how scerious
the minister is in addressing
these pirobloems.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
The hon., member's bime has elapsed.

MR, FENWICK:

My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Thank you very much, Mr, Speaker.

I am pleased to address the whaola
guestion of the marketing ol
lobsters. In my home, in Cape St.
Goorge,  one  of  Lhe ways  wa  krow
the lobster season has started 1w
to liston Lo bhe poats oub in the
bay, hecause thalt ds the Ffirsl
acrivity bthaere,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Go home .,

|=

. LONG:

o guiet, boy.

fra)

I cannot actually say I am the
last fFforgottaen fisherman of the
Bill of Cape St. George, but
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person on the
GGeorge Qs nolt &
with, so maybe

actually the last
Rill of Cape 5i.
fiaherman to start
that 1s appropriaie.
regard to the
we lecome Aidaen
Friend, heing
particular

Mr . Speaker, with
stavaemaeni, e
Maloney, our
involuead in this
sludy. One of the points 1 think
should be looked at is the point
marked (D) in the minister's
statement 'The market developmaent
to decrease dependence (presently
350 %) on Lhe United States
markets .’

old

Lhat 1s
advanced
Fishing

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think
in line with most of the
thinking in terms of the
industry. The free trade deal has
indicated that we want to sell &
whole bunch more processed fish to
Lhe United State In fact, the
United States is a veary poor
market For our fish, whebther 1Lt s
unprocessed, processed, lobsters
or whatever 1t shall be. e Lhe
Minister of Fisheries (M.
Rideoutb) you lock at the
Japanese market, with only 100
. Llion people bk i b h &
consumption approximately ten
times the size of rhe United
States, the market itself isg
perhaps Four or flve lLimes as biy
and we have people who Lake
seafood as a natural industry.

-

kinows, “if

Lhat Mr. Maloney's
industry will put us
relieve ourselues
dependency on the
which allows For

the price and

the lYkind of
have And, of

I am hoping
study of the
in a posibtion bo
of this terrible
American market,
massive swings dn
does not give us
return  we should

caurse, some of the obther aspects,
Lhe pounding and storing of
lobsters, very dlmportant 1F we
are golng tae do & more orderly
narket. I welcome the stakement.
I look forward Lo seeing  Mr,

e
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Maloney's report, since T
I think owuerybody in
does, that he 1is highly

in bthe incdustry.

HON, MEMBERS:
Frear!

SOME
Hear,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

Private
Lime

It dis now 2:30,
Day, so it ds
Questions.

Oral Questions

MR .
M,

WELLS:

Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The o,
Opposition.

Lhe lLaacar

MR. WELLS:

Mr, Speaker, T havae &

the hon. the Premier. Is
Lhat  Lthe Finance
U.%. Senate and the
Commithbee of the U.9.
Representatives, have
proposal to Congress
include in  the U.S.
imploemaentl ing Lihe G0
Trade Agresment, a
would require  the
the case of
rules by Canade or
Canada to conbtrol tLhe
unprocessed Fish or dmpos
requiremnents on fish, to
the provisions of GAIT
protect the United
thirty days?

Ways

any

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PECKFORD :
Speakear.

PREMIER
Yes, Mr,
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application
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know, as
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MR. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Will the Premier express to the
House his governmmnent's view of Lhe
impact that will have on The Fish
Inspection Act and Regulations,
and the conduct of fisheries in
this Province, ir that is
implemented?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKIORD:

Mr. Speaker, a wvery hypothetical
gquaestion. One has to see what
happens 1n the United States and
with  Canada, We  have signed &
Free Trade deal and we think it is
A good deal For Canada and for
Newfoundland and we would hope the
deal, as signed, will e
implemented, and that is what both
Canada and all of the provinces
who support the Free Trade deal
wilt be working on, and that there
will not hbe any amendments or
changes which are injurious to any
panrl of Canada, including
Newl ourndland .,

MR. WELLS:
A final supplementary, M-, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Firnal  supplementary, Lhe hoen,
the Leader of the Opposition.

MR, WELLS:

Tharnk you, Mr, Speakor,

M Spealkaeir, woild Lhe  Promior
indicalte to Lhe House whether bthe
govarmnent. has  done an assossment
of the potential dmpacl of what on
Fhe application ot e Fish
Inspection Aclt of this Province,
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and the dimpact on the fishery if
that arrangement is implemented
with the United States "having the
powers recommended by these two
committees?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFQRD:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, we have. It was
thig government which Was
insistent during the free trade
negoliations Lo have that clause
included. So  obviously we were
the  primary  oncs, [ guess, WG
were instrumental in getting Lhat
protaecition Lthat we had all along.
We have done various studies on il.

MR, WELLS:
Mr., Speaker,

MR. W. CARTER:

M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
That was a Final supplementary. I
recognize the hon. the member for
Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

My question goes Lo the Minister
of Fisheries. Yesberday the
Gouvernment House Leader refused Lo
agree Lo a4 special debate in the
House on the Rose Ting fish plant
situation in St lLawrence . In
light of that, Mr, Speaker, and in
Tight of  the lmportance of  thal
plant Lo the social and economic
well being of  szo  many  people  on
the South Coast, I wonder would
Lhe Minister of Fisherics give the
House an update as Lo exacltly
where negobiations stand at  biis
poinltl in time dn terms of gebling
Fhat plant back bo work?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries

MR. RIDEOUT:
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Mr . Speaker, first of all allow me
to make a comment on the hon.
gentleman's preamble. My
understanding is bhal he
political ploy hy the Opposition
to et an emaerygency debale
vesterday was 1in fact after the
Orders G the Davy had hean
called, Secondly, we  had  gone
Chrough a Full thirty minute
question period during which I was
present yesterday and T do not
helieve there was any question
asked, although there certainly
was an opportunity.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Not one.

MR. |LONG:
We asked one.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Fxcept Ffor the other opposition
party in the Legislature, there
was no guestion asked on fisheries.

Mr. Speaker, hauving said that, let
me say to the hon. gentleman and
to the llouse that  Lhe Cabinet
committea dealing with Lhis
particular matter of the plants in
St. Lawrence, Lawn, Rose Blanche
and Port aux Basques, have been
very much on top of the situation
aeroa  dally basis  over  the last
number  of days. Since Mrs Ting
nas indidcatad publicly MO Co
government Ehatl she intends Lo
sall all of her plants, we have
had communications with her. We
have -inuited her to meet with the
Cabinet commnittes as early as
possible, over the next day or
S0, If she can arrange her
schedule to do so we can certainly
arrange  ours. We want to arrive
alb & bottom line For the sale of
all her asselbs, including the
plant that was mentioned 1in  the
guestion From the hon. gentleman,
and we will move as quickly as we
can 1in co-operation with her. She
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is the legal owner of those
Facilities, we are not. We do not
have any guarantee, any mortgage,
cr any legal means available bto us
that would bring those facilities
into our posession at bhe moment.
We will move, with whatever haste
[ availablao Lo Lt ancl 1a
nacessary, to try to find dinbterim
operatoers  as  quickly  as  we  can,
Having said that, Mr. Speaker, we
ain e noi: abhout to deliberately
hoodwink any of the dndividuals
dependent on operations in those
communities that it will be easy,
but we intend Lo use euery means
available to us to ensure that it
happens as quickly as humanly
possible.

MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, Lhe hon. the
member for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I will not comment on
the minister's preamnble bo  hiis
answer, because 1t 1s nolbt worthy
of comment Lo abbtribute political
motives on this side for enquiring
into a makter thabt is so important
to such a large number of people.

M. Speaker, my question to the
minitstar: Given Lhe Facl, M
Speaker, that the negotiations, to
which hae refervaed, wil 1]
undoubtedly take & long bime Lo
conclucde, has the wminister gliveaen
thought Lo maybe leasing that
plant and arranyg ing Wi th an
operator to move in there
immediately o get Lhe plant
operating to provide jobs and to
buy bkhe fisn fron the rishermen?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:
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M, Speaker, first of all, the
hon. gentleman knows, and the
record will show, that despite the
mareuvers - of the Opposition
yesterday there were, 1in fact, no
guestions on this dmportant matter
in this Legislature during
Question Period yesterday. Now,
let that be established First, Mr.
Speaxear,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Except for the NDP.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Yeg, by the other opposition
pariy . T keoep Forgetbing Fheat
they are here, Mr. Speaker, they
are G0 small ancl S0
insignifticant. The Socialist
hordes are disappearing From khe
face of the Newfoundland landscape.

MR, SPEAKFR:
Ordaer, plcasce!

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, secondly - let me get
Lo bthe hon. gentleman's question
we are prepared to discuss any and
all alternatives wibth Mrs. Ting.
In fact, we have had discussions
with her already on the very basis
that the hon, gentleman has
mentiocned. We are prepareaed o
axplore with her, in arn
expaditious manner, thatl
alternative, other alternatives,
oro whatever might be oulb theroe as
alternatives, Wi kh a view ko
arriving  at  an  accommodation  as
soon as 4t s humanly possible to
arrive @t such accommodation, Mpe,
Speakear,

MR, W. CARTER:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N oFinal  supplementanry, Lhe haon,
Ehe member for Twillingate.

MR. W, CARTER:
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Mr. Speaker, the minister's answer
would dndicate, and clearly shows
who is playing politics with this
question. He seems Lo be more
concerned about

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:

M, Speaker, it is absolutely
shameful that 1,500 people in this
Province whose livelihood dis being
Lhrealened

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasae!

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, the minister talks
abont hauing negotiations W b
Mrs, Ting. My question: IF there
dsoan umsbl )l Lingness on her part to
enter dinto a lease now at this
point in  Liwe, will Lhe indls ter
entertain Lhe proposition thal
maybe an expropriation for use be
entered dinto? In other words,
expropriate the plant for use on
an dnterdm hasls and then to
negotiate its purchase later on.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, First of all letc me
say that the proof of the pudding
Te in the aating. The very ract
that the Opposition have tried on
Fhiree occasions today to cover up
their political dncompeltence of
yesterday goes o point oul what T
am talking about, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON ., MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, RIDEOGUT:

Now, M, Speakar, 1 haye
clearly in this MHonse, [ have sald
clearly to representatives of all
Fhe foonr towns cinvolued, nob just
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St. Lawrence and Lawin, because
yesterday I had a meeting with a
group From Porl aux Basques and
Rose Rlanche as well, that we will
axplore expeditiously euvery option
open Lo us. Every option means
auery opbion, nol just one or two,
My, Speaker.

SCME HON. MEMBIIRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the membher For Port de
Grave .

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Social Services (Mr.
Tobin) . Tt is  ironic that the
minister had a statement today on
child care in this Province in
light of what took place in the
House of Commons yestaerday when
day care was put on hold. And I
would. Tike to ask the minister, -in
respaect Lo the statement he
brought +in and +he statoement in
The Evening Telegram today
concaerning day care being pnt on
hold, can the minister Lell us 1f
Me  has  already, as  he indicaled
several weeks ago, had a deal
signed  Ffor  the Province, or g
Newloundland U111 dn Lhe SAame
posiltion 1l was several months aygo
on day care?

MR, SPEAKFR:
The hon. Lhe Minister of Social
Services,

MR, TORIN: :
Mr . Speaker, the hon. member said
Lhat we dindicated ssveral weeks
ago that we had in place in this
Province an agreement with the
Federal government as ikt relates
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to day carae, That has never been
said. We did say that we were
negotiaking a National Day Caie
Strategy Programme with the
Faderal government, Mr. Speaker,
and we are still at Lthat. We are
still part of the negotiations on
the National Day  Care Strateqgy
with +he Federal gouverpment &s 1k
ralates Lo day care,

The hon. gentleman asked, M.
Speaker, ids everylhing bthe same in
the Province as it used to bhe.
No, M. Spaeakeir. Finmploymaent has
increased hy 2.8 per cent, for a
gain of 10,000 jobks on a nonthly
average hase. Unemployment has
dropped 1.4 per cent in 1987, Mr.
Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TORIN:

~ the largest drop of any province
in Canada. Things have changed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, Ehe hon. Lo
maemher for Port doe Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

In light of the fact thal we have
S ome 15,000 children 1N Livis
Province slLill awaiting day care

A6 i the  worst ol F o any
province in Canada . Can Lhe
minister tell us when an agreemant
will he signed? Lhe Federal
govermmeant hava LY done a
complete reassessment of the day
care and they do not euven know
what time the agreements will e
signed with the Province? 36
the minister know something that
he 16 not telling? Is he
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expecting Lo sign within the next
short while?

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Services .,

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, 1in reference to what
the hon. gentleman is saying as it
relates to day care, this Prouvince
has been experiencing much growth,
Mr. Speaker. Right now there are
ninety licenced Facilibties across
the Province for a Lotal of 2,251
child care spaces. Mr,  Spoaaker,
that 1s very significant. That i1s
a new programne Lhat was brought
in under the Peckford
Achaimis Lration,

SOME HON. MEM3ERS .
Hear, hear!

MR. TORIN:

That Js the type of growlth and
prosperity that we have seen 1n
this Province since the PeckFord
Administration took power, and we
will continue to grow and expand.
And I can further say to the hon.
gentleman, Mr. Speaker, that my
colleaque, Lhe Governmeant House
Leadear and tLha Minister
responsible For the Status of
Women, will be meebing next week
with his federal counterpart and
day care will be discussed.

MR. EFFORD:

A Final supplementary, Me., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER;
A Final  supplementary, Lhe  hon.
the membear for Port de Grave.

MR, FFEFORD:
{ sk Lhe Miniastor of  Soclal
Services vary clearly, M,

Speaker, are the winister and the
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Federal governmaenl Laking the same
attitude towards the working
people of this Prowvince as did the
former Minister of Social Services
(Mr. Brebit) when he said that all
women . should stay at home? 1ls
Lhat Ethe reason we have not gob an
agreement signed?

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Social
Services,

MR, TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the
hon . gentleman that  this 1s &
government that has ghown
Lremendons prograess as 1t relates
to the status of women in  this
Province, MMis iz the governneitl,
Mr. Speaker, that has dmproved the
sibuation dn this Prouvince. Vi
is a gqovernment that believes 1ak
day carae, My . Speaker, L an
essential part aof social
programmes in this Province, and &
government that has dinibkiated and
brought: Hdnto this Province major
social programmes.

"
[}

WNe are on the right +track, Mr,
Speaker, and as il relates to the
statements by the hon. gentleman,
he s the same man who stood in
this House the other day and said
Lhat social workers atltending
conferences  should have Lo et
Kraflt Dinners when the rest of Uh
professions in  this Province c¢an
go ok and  have whatever they
like. But he wants to downplay
Fhe shignificance of the Deparbment
of Social Services and Lhe
who'le shobang, M apealker
professional social  workers anc
QuUaryora olao, like dirt s
trash, something 1ike Lhe Leader
i bhe  Qpposition,  Mr.  Speaker,
tried to do to the character of
Lhve member for SG. John's South,
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek,

MR, FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,

My question is For the new
Minister Responsible For he
Status of Women (M. Simms) .
Yesterday evening the 16Lh Annual
Meeting of Planned Parenthood in
this Province was held. Tn  the
fine report they produced they
indicated thal they have deall
with over 5,600 women at their
clinic, 11 Lerms of Pregndancy
tests, hauving women seen by
doctors bhere, and counseling.

My question Lo the minister s
this: What 18 the government's
altitude Lowards planned
parenthood, and what kind of
support is it willing to pub in
place in order to support this
organization?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Council.

President of the

MR, STMMS:

Obviously, M Spealkar, Lhat
question waotl ol regiriira @ very
lengthy answer, as the hon. member
should bhe &waro. Qut det me say
Fhis, having only hean Lhe
minister For a two week pariod, T
guess, now - less than two weeks;
my Lo  week  anniversary owill o be
Tomorrow.

I have, in less than a week and a
half, meet Lhe stafFf of thae Wonen
Policies Office, all of Uthem. I g
have discussed a number of ilssues,
one of which 4g the one the hon.
memher refers Lo,

More recently, just a couple of
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days ago, I had a meeting with the
President of the Provincial
Advisory Council on bthe Status of
Women, along with a number of
other members of the council, and
this issue, amongy others, Wa s
addraessaed. T can only say to bthe
hon., member that we will, as &
govarmnanit, continua Lo o 3
aggressive in dealing thls
parbicular issue as we have bean
in dealing with wany, many olher
lssues  of ilmporuvance Foo women,
such major social policy
iniltiativaes as equal pay for work
of equal value, which was brought
in by {this government; as e
pension plan for part-time workers
brought in o by this government,
such as the establishment of the
Women's Polilcy OFFice brought in
by this government, such as the
establishment  of the Pravincial
Aduisory Council on the Status of
Women bhrought in by Erds
government. So we will continue
Fo  work dinm & positive way  to
respond ko issues that affect
women, Mr. Speaker. I am quite
prepared and willing to listen to
any representations from anybody,
including the representation, 1
would suspect, just made by the
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
A supplementary, M.,

Speakar,

MR, SPENKER:

A supplementanry, Lhe hor . Lhe
mewmbec Forr Menihaok.

MR, FMENWICK:

My supplementary, Mer. Speaker, i3
this: Since recent sbudies have
shown that teenage pregnancies i
one of the major reasons For wWomen
dropping out of school, and since
Prince Echwiard Ts Tand gerd
Saskatchewan are the only other
two  provinces in Canada besides
ourselves that do not provide
direct Funding Lo Planmnead
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Parenthood, won ld he mingster
rise 1in his place and commit his
governmeni 1o prou iching cdiraect
Financial “support to the Planned
Parenthood people who up Lo this
point have heen operating totally
on volunteer subscriptions?

MR, SPEAKER:
The Mo,
Council.

the President of the

MR, SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. membher now
is entering dinto an area of great
sensitivity, a much hroader
question than he has put dn his
few words here today. The
government has made 1bks posiltion
clear and made its position known
eon the broader Llssue, which 1s the
one he 1is trying to get at, I am
caertain, I would only suggesi Lo
Lhe hon. memher Lo take the Lime
Fo o read  the  stabtomenlt  dssued by
the Minidster of Health with
respeclk  to  our overall posilion
aigl Ehen he will clearly
understand where we  &arce coming
From,

MR. FENWICK:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
A Final  supplementary, the hon.
the member For Menihelk.

MR, FENWICK:

I apologize 1f this sounds a hit
repetitive, bhut 11 the answear
there I am not quite sure whether
Lhe minister meant that vyou are
considering it and you will give
Lhe money Lo it later on, or
whether it 1is no.

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, FFNWICK:
Could the  minister  colarify  his
arswenr Lhere? - Does Lhis
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government “intending to support an
organization which helped oyear
5,000 women last year in &1 area
that 1is clearly a chronic problem
ares Lo our Prouvince?

MR, BPEAKER:

M

The haon ., Lhe President o bhe

Council,

MR. SIMMS:

My, Speaker, I cannot help it if
Fhe - hor. member does neot
understand what my answer lwas.
A1l I can do is repeat my answer.

e government's position on the
issue d1s wvery well known, wvery
clear, and T c¢an only recommend
his reading the statement put outl
by the Minister of Health somne
time ageo, which makes our posibtion
quibke claenr.

MR KELLAND :

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for NMaskaupl.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would 1like to direct a question
Lo the Premier., Your Honour will
know that over bthe past few weoks
there have bheen Uil ke a F
questions on the Sprung project.
ITn a lobt of cases information was
given, and 1n  a  lot  of  cases
important information PG
withheld, Of late the Premi
has  adopted the pesition thalb he
will not answenr ary more
quesltions, but [ belleve he has an
obligation, and, therefore, I put
my question, Me. Speakar,

T would Tike to ask Lhe Premiar:
What ds the current status ol bhae
Sprung project? By bhat 1 mean,
Mave cucumber sales  Ancreased o
decreased over Lthe past couple of
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weeks? Are there currently any
out-—of-the-Province sales of
cucumbers, or are cucumbers still
being Cdumped” or obtherwise
disposed of, except through sale?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PFCKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, as [ indicated din my
prepared sltatement to the House
some  Lime aygo, T would fTrom time
to time, or the government would
Firom .ine Lo e, e making
statements on the project bhut we
wotl naot he looking al: Lhe
day—-to-day operations of Lhe
projeclt to give 1t an opportuniby
to succeed, as with other projects
around the Province in which
governmant has money., I do not
know how many projects  there are
around the Province. I suppose
there are twenty fFive, thirty or
more, this very moment, that
receive money from the govermnent,
that are operating thedir
husinesses, that are marketing
their products and so on. In the
same way, I do not think we should
discriminate against this project
any more than the other projects
in the Province. But, from time
o time, as I ndicated din  my
prepared statement to Lhe House,
we will he reporting to bhe House
on this project.

MR, KIEELLAND !
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPFAKFR:
The hon. the member For Naskanpd,

MR . KT ILAND

Mr . Spealker, the Premier can skate
all he Llikes on this but T wonld
like bto ask him specifically what
s Lhe current Financial status of
Lhe company? T¢ 1t financially
sound ar wi 1 nor governmaent
fFunding assistance be required to
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get through this current fFiscal
year?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr, Speaker, as I dindicated, the
operaltion  1s going supaer -duper,
everything 1is on schedule and we
Took Forward to A highly
successful project here for Lhe
peopla of our Prouince.

MR, KELLAND:

M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N Final sapplementary.,

MR. KELLAND:

The Premier represents 50 per cent’
owner of NewFoundland Enviroponics
and therefore I pose my final
supplementary, Mr. Speaker., Why
does the Premier continue to
refuse to give iInformation that
should be in the hands of the 50O
par cent owner, the people of this
Province? Why does he continue to
refuse?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
e hornn. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

M Spaakaer, iy ooy [ b
Opposition refuse to ask queslions
about  RBaio UYertoe wmines? Why  do
members of Lhe QOpposition refuse
ko aak quastions albotii the
Marysbown Shipyard? Why do
membaers  of  the Oppositicn rofuse
Lo ask gquestions about Hope Brook
gold mines, inwhich  we have
millions and millions of dollars?
Why are they only approaching one
project rather Lhan bwenty o
Lhirty, Mr. Speaker? There are
$99 million worth of guaranteed
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Joans out from the government. I
guess it dis well over $100 willion
now  hecause of ones we have done
recently.,  nll T say to bthe hon.
member 1¢ that this 1s a business
opportunity, it is a rescarch and
development project which 1s going
Lo worl For our Provincoe. Mearo
srre 200 Newfoundlanders out Lhere
working Loday, producing and
marketing & vary, vary high
gquality product for the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador, for the
people of Canada, and hopefully,
for the people of the world.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
e hon. Ehe member For Bonawisia
Norti.

MR. 1LUSH:
My, Speaker, T have a question lor
the Minister of Municipal Affairs
(M. Brotit) din relation Lo  the
miniaster's department's capital
works  projecis which appear Lo
becoming Mo re and more public
every day without being presenlbed
Lo this House for commentanry,
debate, approval or  whalevaer, T
wordenr i the minister can
indicate whal purpose 1 achieved
by  governmenl members announcing
these capltal waork projects
oulside of this House?

What new purpose, Mr. Speaker, has
sprung up to require this
irregular, incongruous ancd
undemocralic way of announcing
capibtal works projechs?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AFFairs.

MR. BRETT:
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My . Speaker, I tLhink that or a
similar  gnestion  has  been asked
many times. I told the hon. member
yesterday or bthe day hbefore that
every single member of ©Lhis House
will bhe notif-tied i dn Fact there
are any projects in his or her
disvricl, Ry  Friday eueryhody on
hoth sides of the House will be
notified and then any wmember I
free to go out and call a press
conference, or stand on his head,
if he wants Lo. What the member
does once he gets the project is
up to himself. So there 1s nothing
unusual  going  on. Some mambears
have been advised.

It dis a fairly large programme.
It takes time ke write up all the
MCs, to det everything in order,
and it ds dwpossible For bhe staft
to get them a&all oubt in one day.
Thoey will all be out hy Fediday., I
will e making & Mindisberial
Statement . T will table 41t ©Ln the
House, and then Lhe hon. memher
For Bonawvista North, Sf in Faclt he
has any projects, can go out and
have a big press conference, gotb
&ll the new media together, and
tell them whalt @ grear goveaernnent
we have in the Province of
Newfoundland because of  all Cthe
money they are putting into water
and sewer dn o this Prouvince.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N supplemaentary, the hon. the
member for Bonavista North.

MR. LUSH:

The problen ds, Mr. Speaker, there
are going “to be none leflb Lo be
annotncaed by the ministe They
are all announced now, I ask the
minister, Mr. Speaker: Will he
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not come clean and admit that the
only purpose achieved by members
opposite announcing these capital
works projects is a political one,
and that bLhis procedure is
violating, subverting and
destroying the democratic process
as we know 1it?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AffFairs.

MR. RRETT:
Mr. Speaker, T do nol know how Lhe
hion . maember can  come to that
conclusdion. I have already told
him that every single member in
this House who gets Funding for
apital works through Lhe
Departmant  of  Municipal AFFadrs
will he notified by letlter, It
cannot be done all in cne day, so
it is heing done over a period of
time . The hon. member will have
{he same opportunity as everybody
else, as I have already told him.

MR. [LUSH:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
A fFinal supplementary, the hon.
Fhe member fFor Ronavista Nortn,

MR, LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, I ask the minister,
becausea this conld ek e A
difference, 1f Lhese projects now
heing Armnounced Iy gouarninerni
members are going to be sponsored
by Tory Party funds or ace they
going Lo he sponsored by Lhe
Laxpayers' me e ol this
Province? If they are going to
e sponsored by e Caxpayers'
monies of this Province, why does
the minister not do it Lhe proper,
the correct, the democratic way,
and announcae Fhese projects in
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this House?

MR. SPEAKER: ‘
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AF Faires.

MR. BRETT:

Mr, Speaker, that is exactly what
I dintend te de on Friday morning.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville,

mermbh e For

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, T wonld like ho go
hack to the Minister of Municipal
AFFadire Tor a second, Could nhe
tell us again if the policy of his
department 1is Lo send a lether Lo
the memhers bhefore an announcement
1w made so that this protocol call
can he followed, and we will know
which monies we recelve i our
districts? I want to hear that
again. Could he tell us, please?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of Municipal
Affairs,

MR. RBRETT:

M. Speaker, [ do nobt recall evar
eing Lhat hon., membher An o my
ofFfdce sinco I went ouer bthers @
number of months ago.

S

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. BRETT:

He has never, puar  bheen Lo my
office bto make represenbation on
behalf of the people in the

2!

district of Stephenuille.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:




Shame! Shame!

MR. BRETT:

And I would  suggest, for thatl
PEason iFono  obthoer, that  hoen.
member  should not be allowed Lo
announce  the projecls even  LF hao
has  any., Ohviously he has no
intercat dn bthe district, e heas
never been in omy office. He has
never made a requeslt For any funcds.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Democracy 1s alive and well, Mr.
Speaker! Would the minister
comment on & press release -

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

We will find out 1in  the next
eleclion who macle good

representation, M~ Speaker.
Would the hon., minister  comment
and  tell uws the reason why the
Minmister of Tiransportatcion (M.
Doyle) ard the Parliamentary
Assistant to tho Pramier dissued a
pren s relaease in Stephenuille
Fadeay ATINOUNCing 300,000 i
projects fFor Stephenville?

SOME HON . MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAIRD:
Because tha Hon .,
interested.

mamber s nok

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, order!

MR. K. AYLIWARD:
You Lell me 1F Lthat €1s democracy,
St You tell me!
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SOME HON . MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Thoe hon. bhe Ministoer of Manicipal
Afftairs,

MR, BRETT:

Toweuld suggaesl, Me. Speaker, bhatb
Lhat opportunity might fye
avacilable to that wmember some day
ten, fifteen or twenty years down
the -reoad when they gelb a Tleader
who 1is not bought and paid- for.

SOME _HON. MEMRBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Mount Scio
Bell Tsland.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

T would like Lo address &
guestion,  Mr. Speakaer, when  khe
children on the other side quiet
clowrn

SOME HON ., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. BARRY:
M, Speaker, I would like Lo
address a guestion o the Mindster
of Labour (Mr, Rlanchard) . I
would  like to  ask  the minister
whether he has made any dinguiries
ko Lhe  hombing Fhe Elizabelbh
Park Subdivision 1in Paradise by
tLhe ajoining gravel pit
operation? I would Llike to have
the minister report to  bthe House
what the results af these
inquiries have baeen?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Labour.
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MR. RILANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, For sone time prior
to the blast that the hon. the
member for Mount Scio ds talking
about, our department monitored
very carefully what WA s
happening. There was no couar-up
or anything by the company, 1Lt was
all out in the open. It has been
monitored @yer since 1986, I
bhelieve, M™Mr, Speaker, when they
started doing Ehis. [t WA S
monitored by the Department of
Mings also, and by the Department
of  the Environment. There has
bean  sowme variance between  Ghe
acbual information which has come
out, and what the real information
is .

The answer to  the hon. wmember's
question 1is, yes, we have looked
intoe it theroughly, ancd 1 can
provide the hon., member with some
information on it

MR, BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, Fhe hon. e
member Ffor Mount Scio - Bell
Island.

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker, would the minister
inform the House, whether he is
satisfied that adequate safety
precautions are in  place there?
Is he satisfied that the Mines
Inspection Branch oF P
Departmenl is ensuring this
operation ie  carried out din &
proper and careful Fashion, a
Fashion safe  For Lhe  adjoining
residaents? Ts the minister aware
T personally sag this Phat on
al eardlier occasion about @ yeson
age there was o plece of rock

MR, SPEAKIER:
Mrder, pleasae!
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MR. BRARRY:
M.  Speaker,

' embeddaed
lawn of a house?

in  the

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Fhis s & supplementary question,
but the hon. member dis commenting
on another ilssue.

MR. BARRY:

I asked the minister, Mr. Speaker,
15 he AWAIN e of Ehis earlier
incident, where there was a pilece
af  rock emboedded in o oa  lawn of &
house, which, 1if it had hit the
honse, would have demolishaed i
house and wiped out everybody in
Yhat- honsae?  Ts Lhe minisltar swars

of this?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labhour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Yas, Mr. Speaker, that particular
part of Lhe story has heern
reported ancd itk has heen
investigated. We were sven +told
Fhat the rock went down into the
ground eight inches deep, o
something like that, Now  you  can
root into the ground and find some
rocks eight inches down, or twelue
inches or whatever,

We do not take these Lhings
Tightly, Mr. Jpeaker. Mids wery
morning the Premiear miecle &
proclamation proclalming Fhe week
of the 19th to the 25th of June
Ocecupalional Health ard Safaly
Week. We are very, very conscious
of occupational health and safetby
matlters. We did monitor ULhatl. We
Tooked ot Qi1 Maore was o bufFer
zone ard Lhere Wer e people
Wit e ng wihven the [y Les b took
place. Some rocks did pass
overhead and  Tand in Lhe  bufFer
zone, bubt up until this point 1in
e well, Mr. Speaker, U widl
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not say this point and time, but
up until the latest reports that I
have  of  the Cnvestigations dinto
Lhis, there was no dndication the
rocks went beyond the buffFer zone,
which was somewhere in belweean
where the blast  Ltook place and
where the houses are.

We are nol taking it Tightly, Mr.
Speaker, I can assure the hon.
memher thalt and it has been looked
it There has been a meeting with
Lhe Metito Boar:d, tncder WNose
Jurisdiction thal area comes, and
our departinent e bhaen
represented there, the Mines
Departmant has heaen reprasented
Lhere, and Envirornment, so 1t has
bheaen thoroughly examined,

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:

A Final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Mount Scico - Bell
Island.

MR. RARRY:

Is the minister aware that
residents in Lha Aarted are
disputing the c¢laims of the Mines
Tnspaction Branch ofr he
minister's department, that no
rocks  went outside of  Ihe bhufFar
zone? Ta the wminlster aware of
this poinl? Will  he dnvesitigabe
this polut? Recause, Mr., Speaker,
it s a fFact bthat that rock was
not dug down. The people did not
divg  eilght  dnches  dJdown dnto  the
Tawr to Find that rock, That rock
Tanded, Mr. Speaker, «and tmbedded
in the ground eight dinches. I saw
it oand the minister should take 1k
seriously.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear! '

MR. BARRY:
It 1i¢ going to bhe too late when
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somebody  1s  killed. I ask the
minister +o look at that wvery,
very carefully., ’ -

MR. SPEAKER:

There 1is juslt time for a brief
aAnsnier,

The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

M, Speakor, U do not know  how
many different ways I can tell the
hon. member, that yes, all of the
information and the claims that
have come out:  about where rocks
went are being dnvestigated. I
understand that there 1s complete
co—-operation hy the company. They
are concerned that the residents
are being turned of F by Lhe
blasts, Rut it s bheing looked
at, Mr. Speaker, and a report will
be made in due course,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed.,

Private Members' Day

MR, SPEAKER:

The debate was adjourned by the
hon. Fha Minisiear ol Marthern
Davelopment and he 1s not here.

MR, GUILLAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Waterford
Kenmount .

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr Speaker, 1 e d like e
address the mobtion and speak on
Fhe resolution that the Province
deal with the arts community in &
more comprehensive manner  than it
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has in the pasi.

T think there 1is no gquestion the
arts in Fhis Province have been
brought dinto focus over the last
cix months or so, and possibly
ouer the last year, bhut certainly
in the last six months we have
seen a grealt focus on the arts
communiby.

From the City perspective, we have
seen the York Theatre Project
where a study was commissioned and
a report brought forward on the
York Theatre. That comnission, in
fact, showed Lhe York Theatre, the
building since demolished by Fire,
could, in fact, he restored,
rehabilitated and used as an arbs
centre., The fact that that
comnission  oid, dn Fact, raport
1te  findings din & positive way
certainly indicabtes the uviabilily
of  the arls community in St
John's, ane, indaaed, in h
Province.

(83

Since we have lost that
alternative, as fFar AG had
particular building is concerned,
! still  have aopportunities to
take advantage of the
recommendations contained in  thak
study and see the recommendations
carried oulb so bhe thrust of the
commnission's study 1s not lost and
the dinitiative taken by many of
Lhe artists and consultants, a lot
of whom were engaged in dialogue
with Lthe commission, a lot of the
thrust of  their comments and of

Lheir recommendations, are not’

lost in the fuburae. We carn, dn
fact, Lake advantage of their
experklse by ensuring - Lhey are
plugged dinte all the necessary
departments of  government  so  Fhe
appropriate officials are spoken
wilh on the previneial  level, as
well  as on Lhe wmunicipal level,
and  Lheir suggestions are carriaod
Forward to government and dealt

>
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rehabilitation of

with in a positive way.

Many of these dndividuals have
concerns, of coursa, which go
beyond the SCope of simply
providing a building, such as the
York Theatre might have hean,
Whether it is a building such as
that or a similar structure I
can  glive some examples In bha
City, such as the BIS building,
the Star Theatre, two examples of
two older buildings, in fact, that
could he used for the arts -
whether it is a structure historic
in nalure  or ds i brand T EHa)
structure deemed necessary because
oF tha demand Fram Ehe aris
community, is drrelevant in a way,
A Tong as it 14 recognized
premises have to be provided for
the  arts communtiby Lo cdarry  oub
thelr mandate OV hehalf
il uidnals artisis, wherher G0
in the area of valkre or dance or
Lhe  Folk arits, or whatever the
area of the arts community might
be . Hauiny praemises auailable,
and these premises supported by
Fhe provincial government and by
municipal governments, such as St.
John's, Stephenuille, Corner Brook
and other locations throughout bthe
Province where we have an ongoing
presence of theatre and folk arts,
Mr . Speaker, it dis dmportant to
realize the arts comnunity needs a
mandate far in advance of what has
heen put 1n place in the past

It has to bhe assured bLhe Province
Will work with bEhe arbs communiby
Lo see funding is guallable,
funding adequate +o  supporbk bobh
artists din  the rarrying  oubt  of
Fhetdr  Andividual  efforts  bacause
commissions have shown art 5 Are
sulffering in all rhe arceas of  bhe
arlbs and are  having dieFfFioully
Brecoming established i Ehaie
craft; Funding as well For
infrastructure atel Fuor

F bhuildings For
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use hy the arts; and ongoing
support of buildings already in
place, such RS our Arts and
Culture Centres throughout Lhe
Province .

Mr ., Speaker, I believe the recent
Focns by khe ity with thae York
Theatre Project has probhably
brovgnt:  abont  a  situavien which
has  seen a renewed focus on  Lhe
need  For not  juast & more  biroad
provincial and municipal policy,
but él neadd for tha corporatao
comuunity and the corporate sector
throughout this Prowvince to becowme
involved with government moreso
than it has in bhe past.

M. Speaker, the catalyst and the
important area of this focus has
to bz gavarmment., Government.
should bring bhack into proper
Focus thae neeads ol the arte
community and, by way of &
commission or A comnmiittee,
comprised of good representation
From the arts community,
government and municipalities, is
therefore able +o come up with
better solutions, alternatives and
recommendations whaereby we can sae
all levels of government
participate. T would  encourage
the corporate community which, in
Fact, has not really  played Lhe
sorl of role we would have liked
to  swe A ancouraygling  tha o oarls,
play «  larger role 40 providing
Tunding  fremn bhe  corpoeraltions Lo
Support Lhe  communily al  large,
Lharaby, oF coltrsa, stipport ing
thess corporations themselues
because of  the vecognition  they
would receive, and supporting LULhe
euployees  who work for  them &
Lhe communily dlself. We do notl
G0 arough ofF Lhat L s
Province.

We know on a national scale the
arts are funded by way of grants
and scholarships and so on, very
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well nationally, and I say very
well, certainly a lot better than
we see in a lot of the provinces,
particularly NewFoundland, where
the corporate community nationally
has recognized T suppose because
of the national scope of a lot of
Lhasa corporations Fas
recognized the need Lo be & major
participant in stpporting all
areas of the arlts community.

It -is unfortunate 1t has not
permeatod  down Lo the provincial
and municipal level where
corporaiions cf  reasonablae size
could play a major part in support
3 bhe arts comnunity, whether ik
be way of making provision for
scholarships, outvight  grants to
artists, in fact, supporting
arbtisis ws  individuals i some
cases, or playing a major role in
the renabilitation of hiskoric
premises which could be used for
the arts. They could ke dinuvolued
in many, many areas, but I helieve
government mus bt take a  Jleading
role,

As 1t has done with the recent
announcement of the shock purchase
plan and funding agencies which
Can he Lied into e stock
purchase plan, the same sorlt of
Ldoa wihero  Lhe business  communily
can he encouraged Lo gelt dnvolued
wilh the coenomy, can also  be A
part of the arts community and |

ar s Eheast as well, N

know, dovernment diltself cannot bhe
the answoer to all of the problams
of any given seclor of the
Province, or any givaen part of our
economy, hut can certainly be a
catalyst  to  see all cinitiabtives
which can be taken advantage of
are approached, Iowoultd suggest
the corporate seckor in particular
should e added Lo e list of
Yroups which should lne
participating Hdn  a wuch Dbroader
way than they have in the past.

nie Al
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Mr. Speaker, & few weeks ago, in
speaking to Lhis very sawme subject
atl City Council, I mad e a
suggeslion City  Council adopl &
policy of having & permanant

comnikttee ko address the praoblem

of  the Arts community and, in
faclt, ack as & ongoing comnitbee
dealing with arts and culture, and
this committee Dbe comprised of
representation from all areas of
the @arkts community, as well as
City officials and elected
councillors. That position was
accepted by the council and, in
fact, Lhe compos Lhion i Lhe
commitiee is about to he announced.

I would say that dinitiative taken
by City- Council and started, T
sUppose, by the York Theatre
Project, be Followed through in
ol her comuunities throughout
NewFoundland and be bticd into lhe
provincial Arta Council arcl
hoparully, aventually, inlo A
provincial arts foundation which
conld be sct up to provide ongoing
funding to all areas of the arts
and could see Lhe corporate sector
tied dinto the foundation, as 1
sugges bed, G0 Uhad Funding,
provincially, municipally and from
the corporate sector could all be
funnelled into a provincial
Foundation which could work in
liaison with the various
municipalities Lo  see the  arbs
community was properly Funded on
an  ongoling basis and not have ko
come back to gouvernment, as it
SREIMS , consistently looking for
help almost every year.

Mr . Speaker, the ‘88 Soiree
celebrations have indeed shown we
are disltinct in many ways. As T
mentioned in e Mae e Lale
debate, e are certainly ]
isbkinct sociely. We Aare disbinct
as well as Far as our cullure is
concernead, I do nob think anybaody
would argue thal _our arts
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community is certainly distinct in

relabion Lo Lhe rest of Canada.

Soiree '88 is showing already the
participation of our arts
community is going +to bhoe & major
part of the success of Soiree '88
in St. John's and region and  In
the rest of the Province.

I would like kLo see more
participation by our Newfoundland
artists. In fact, I Was
disappointed, I would haug Lo
admit, with some of the Soiree
celebrations which I hear were not
well represented by Newfoundland
artists and could have bean, Some
of the arts commnunity has voilced
objection 10 bt and possibly
rightly so.

Howeuver, 1t ds an dmprovemenlk ouver
what  woe  have seoen  develop. A
recently as Five years @ago, 1
wioi ld suggesi, any A o
celebration in this Province would
probatly nol inclinde AB Metiny
Newfoundland artists as we are now
sening wikh Soires '8¢

S0 we have come a lonyg way, bhut,
M. Speaker, we have a long way to
go, 1in spite of the recognibtion of
the &arts community, din spite of
the activily in mest areas of  the
Province, as Far ¥ e
development af Lhe sty s
concerned, the activity with high
school festivals, bthe plays which
are hedng encouraged, and the
experlbise. Arybody Whio e
witnessed any recent graduations
amnd  have seen bEhe Lkalenk In our
schools will attest to the future

of khe arts comnunily.

So  we have come o long way, bul,
Mr.  Speaker, T Uthink we have &
Tong way Lo go. Fovhink we haue
infrastruclture in place, 1in & lot
i cases historic dnfrastructure
which can be put into use by the
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arts community.

In c¢losing, Mr. Speaker, I think,
most dmportantly, we have got to
recognize we need to have a fFresh
look at the mandate the arts
community has, Lhe mandate this
government has put in place, and I
holieve @&  comnission  ofF  engquiiry
into  the present status of Lhe
arts be dndtiabed. TE would he
wise 1f this 1s done as soon as
pessible with representalion Ffrom
2ll areas of the arts community
and  we  focus  once again  in A
Jarger way in  coming up with a
more permanent solublion, & longor
term solution, Mr. Speaker, which
wottld  see  the arts  and  cultral
areas of our economy, because it
does  play  « wmajer role +Hin  our
economy and din our social lives,
Fhat  that wmandabae be renewed oncae
again and a  seb of permanent
raecommendaltions  For a long  term
solution he brought forward and,
Mopefully, would be acceptable Lo
the arts community, Mr. Speaker,
and  we would continue with a
partnership that has been working
to some degree,

Me partnership between the arls
community, society in general, and
this govermnent, can bhe enhancerd
oy Farm recommendations wihd ¢l
canld he a Foundation For & bobter
lorng- Lerm future for Lhe arts.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR, STMMS :

M Hpaaker

MR, SPEAKER:
The  hon, the
Connctil.

Prasident of the

MR. STMMS:

My . Speaker, T am delighted to
nave  an  opportunity ko speak  in
Ehis  debate for Len or fifteen
minutes.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
T appreciate my
support.

colleaque's

MR. SIMMONS:
One delegabea.

MR. SIMMS:

What was that?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GEMMS:

I am sorry, I did not hear my
cousin,

MR. STMMONS:

One delegate.

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, one delegate.

AT my colleagues are in the
backroom there, I know, listening
with bated breath to what I have
to say.

M.  Speaker, on this particular
resolution introduced Iy Lie
member for St. John's FEast (M-,
Lomg), T haye a special dinterest
and a personal dnterest dn Wany
weay s,  hauving had  Lhe opportunity
Lo serve this Province as Minister
aof  Cndture, Recreation and Youtlh
for & period of nearly Lhree
yoars, stcoeeding some pralbiy good
paople. As well, Lhere have bear
some  who  have  succeadod  we, ard
all of them, to a person, have one
Ehing  in common, Ancluding wmyseif,
and that is, I think, L6
thoroughly  aenjoyed our  Lenure  as
minister of Ehat particular
deparlinent . O or e méin
PeAasoNs For that particular
anjoyment ol s becausa vig e
cultural affairs portion, or

divisdion, of the department.
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MR. TUILK:
You may have, nobody else did.

MR. STMMS:'

TF hon. members opposite want to
continte intaerrupting, Thal is
fine, T have no problem with 1t.
Aut. T do have someithing  to  say
wilh respect to the particular
iasue anel wilh respoeckt Lo khe
topic which dis very dmportant, I
Lhink, and T would 1like to say it.

During that khree year bLenura, n
particular, Mr. Speaker, I had
occasion to meelk many, many Jgroups
who were involved in the arts
community, all sectors. I was
interested in hearing the comments
of the o . the member for
Waterford - Kenmount  who said
Soiree '88 1s  sewing dinvoluemant
of Newfoundland artists like we
Maue neuvar seon haefore in
NewFoundland and Labrador. I am
ot giuiite certain Ehat ig
accurate, and I say that because
of a personal involvement I had as
the minister responsible for the
A00h  Anniversary  Celabralions @
Faw years ago, in 1983 - was 1it? -
or 1984,

Puring that particular year, I can
Lell hon. members of the House, we
indead dnuvoluvead members  of Lhe
arts compunity, all throughout the
Poulince, 1in the many activities
Lhat  were  held. That, paerhaps,
was  one  of  Lhe most enjoyable
years I ever had in oy liFe,
Because not only did I have the
opportunity of belng khe minister
responsible and being proud of 1it,
having Il opportunilties Lo
promote Newfoundland and Labrador
in iks culture and history on many
veccasions outside Newfoundland as
we 11 a ingide, { fad the
opportunily to meet many people in
thie arts community .,

MR . . LONG:
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(Thnaicible) .

MR. SIMMS:

T thank Uthe hon. member for that,
He is probably getting that Ffrom
my  cousin, Well, the hen. member
may not even be aware of this, but
amonyg  the nany  peoplte dnvolved in
Lhe arts community sre Friends and
relabtivaes of wmine, one of whom, T
believe, may even have been the
hron . member's campaign manager,
Now, he may not have been aware of
Lhat .

MR, LONG:

You have a lot of relations.

MR. SIMMS:

Yeas . Now, T am not sure whether
he was your campaign manager. I
unders toomd he was Fhe  campadgn
manager for Cle Newhook, For

example, dn the last by -election,

If it is the same person.

MR. SIMMONS:
(Inandible).

MR, STMMS:

Yes, Jimmy Payne. JTimmy Payne i«
my secomnd cousin.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Oh, my God!

MR, STMMS.

Well, he 1is probably too proud of
it ko tell yoi.

Yas, Jin is & second cousin  of
mine. His father and I are first
cousineg, and his grandfabher @
my mother were brother and sister,

AN HON. MEMRBER:
I knew there was something wrong
here .

MR. SIMMS:

Fivis is Jhin Payne. Rut our obhaer
cousin over here, on the other
side of the Family, wighl even be
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aware of him.

Anyway, M. Speakear, among the
many people I met and knew who are
involved in the a&arts community,
were not only people who became
Friends of mine, some  of  whom
remain friends Lo this day despite
polibical diffFerences L Many
ways, but even some relatives who
have also Fallen by the wayside
and gotten dinvolved with another
political party and other
political candidates.

T oalso had occasion, during that
three Vaar s as Mindistor of
Culture, to hecome fairly
knowledgeable and invoelued i bk
the Stephenville festival in many
Ways, havuing allendaed -l T am
sure,  every year I was minister
and some yoears since vhan, T took
a great ainterest din dt, and was
particularly impressed  wikh the
work of Maxim Mazumdar, especially
the courses he used to ruan  in
training young artists in the
Province, who turned out to bhe
very successful, as well as the
Festival Qtself. T was juskt a
magnificant week of activity and
still is, and still will be, I
hope, for many years to come.

I had numerous occasions to atbtend
perFormancaes al tLhe Arbs and
Culture Centre and ab the LSPU
all here in this Airaa, in
particular, and outside St. John's
in My ot e varies, éel b
plways, as T said, enjoyed myselfl
bimnensae Ly, T wonld neuar bo mach
of & critic, becauvse anything I
nave  attencdaed  yoelb T have alwdays
anjoyed; 1 lave reyer Sean
anyiLhring  wrong  wilh  anyihing  pud
ot by Newfoundland arlists,

Tomight even have & beller feel
ror it Fhan e memky e for
Twillingate. I do know, and I
have ot mel one who was not, that
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these artists are very dedicated
and committed to their particular
profession, without question, "all
of them to a person, all of them.
I also know that with very, very,
very few exceptions, for the most
part khey have & struggle Lo make
a reasonable living. I know that
applies to most of  them who ars
involved in the arts community. i
suppose thalt ds not only true here
in Newfoundland, that dis probably
the case throughooat other parts of
Canada, and, indeed, throughoul
the world fFor  +that matler, the
Western world at least. What I an
trying to say is  thal T had some
personal experiences and krnowledge
of bhe activitioes of NMewfoundland
and Labrador artists in many, many
Wiy s

T was dinteresting bthat the menber
For Waterford — Kenmount also said
Ehatl govermnent cannol o expeciad
Lo provide the answers Lo all the
probhlems and difFficulties
associated with Ehis particular
issue. T would have +to agree. T
would alse say that government
has, Ehis particular
administration, brought in some
programnes in the nine short yvears
it has been the administration,
that have bkeen an tmprovement, or
Mave shown an dmprovement for the
arts community in Newroundland and
Labhrador. We should not take =&
bBackseal i LRt particu!ar
regard,; we have broughl 1in a lot
Gf new  progranies, & ot of e
policies which did nol exisl prior
Lo 1979, werase ncver hoeaed of pelor

to 1979.

The hon. member, himsaelf, I
bhoTieve, Tast week, or the membor
For Slephenville, mads mention of
Fhe wmagasine  thatl, the  membaer  For
St., John's Fasl was dnvoelved with
ats one bime. T do not know iF he
still ds or d4f 1t ds still on the
go, but he, himsellr, was able to
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access a small amount of funding
from the Newfoundland and Labrador
Arts Council ko help gel hat off
“the ground, or help get 11 going.
Pyrior e} 1679, there FYTER o
Newfound)and and LLabrador Arts
CouncHd . Thaore was 1o Funding
avenue, yvou had to go through the
dapartinent and hope Yot I i
scrape o dollar here and tUthere.
Bt even the deparbtment, in those
days, really had ne Funding
avenue . S0 we did bring in the
Newfoundland and lLabrador Arts
Council.

AN HON. MEMRER:
Who hrought it in?

MR. SIMMS:

This government brought it in. Tt
has heen surrounded at times wilh
controversy and SO o and S0
Forth. It has been argued that
they do nobt have enough funding.
Nobody argues with that, certainly
nolk  on this side. You obuiously
defend what you have done as &
goveaermieni, and  yoir  acknowledygae

with pride that you have made some

significant changes anc
damprovemants, But we neecd Lo
improve more, theiro g no o guestion
ahout it. And that ds why, n
principle, we have no Jdifficalty
in supporting  the resolubion  pul
Forth hy the membaer For St John's
Fast.

We have made significant aduvancesd
in arts programming and, din fact,
in Mighlight ing, just
highlighting, activities of the
arts commun ity righlighting
culture in Newfoundland and
Labrador . IF T an nok mistaken,
as a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker,
Lt owas this administration, whilsh
il may rnobt seem Loo meaningful to
some Wi Leh respondad Lo the
requeaests and lobhies of metny
people in  the arts community  to
change the name of Uthe department
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B Chat Eha department dbself
hecame Uthe DepartmenlL of Culture,
Recrealtion and Youlh., =~ T helieve
it was this administration which
made +that change Lo recognize and
to  highlight Lhe dmportance of
culture  and  cultural  activities.
So evaen such a small ULhing as thatl
ig somelhing that was done by &his
administration.

Prior to 1979, I do not know if we
even heard of the arbts comouniby
in Newfoundland, no reflection on
Lhe arts community, Lut A
reflection, perhaps, an
govaermienls prior Lo 1979 .
Because there should have heen
more initiative taken to highlight
the importance af the arts
community in the Province.

In Factl, M. BSpaakear, I WA s
minister at e Lime, i
associabion with the then Minilsber
of Public Works, we hrought in the
arts  procurement  programie  which
has heen responded Lo very
Favourably by wuisual artists i
Lhe Province. They have responded
very  Favourably, wvery positively
to that particular programme, and
it has helped a Job of wvisual
artists, 4t has  Thelped them a
Tot. anc we  witt  continue  wikh
Lhat partlcular  programmne . Rut
Flaat wes o oan dadliatdive  of s
government, something we should bhe
protd ol

We brought din & book publishers
assistance  programie, and  whilst
there Wa s some controversy
surrounding that as to who should
handle the dishursement of funds,
and so on and so forth, the Facl
ig 1t was a new programne, & rnew
initiative rFo assist NewFoundland
ook publishers in publishing
NewFonmndland  works. nnd  Lhey o
gel assistance from the programme
and -t ds helptul. TL s new and
it 1s an dimprovement.
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Also, we brought in the sustaining
granils programe Ffor performing
groups. I am not sure that is the
way it s worded  but, Aryway ,
everyhody knows what I am talking
aboul . It was a sustaining grants
programme .

MS VERGE:
Sustained ~ funding for
arts companies.

prarinanant

MR, SIMMS.
Sustained Ffunding for
arbs companies, right,

permanent

Again, that was @ programne, I
recall, that met wilth certainly «
considerable amount of support
From those whe were going Lo gotb
some  help, and  From others, I
guass, parhaps ne €0 e b
support . Rut T think deep down
they  probably  had Lo support  the
inmdtiative and the ddea bhecause 1t
WAL na, and procr o b
programne coming dinto place there
was ne  such  programne  and thaese
groups had +to scrape and claw.
They s$t111  scrape  and  claw, no
doubt, bhut at least they have an
avenute to gek some help and some
assistance, and it has heen
beneficial. We can seR the
results of 1t ourselues, d1f any
members of bEhe House will bake the
bime to GEe some of thedir
performances and  sowe  of  kheir
worik, Rut il Wal s a it
controversial, Al ik Can b
argued there 15 nobt enough money
Fhere for AL, and that s oan
argdment I cannol disagree with,

Wer did bring in funds to support
the sacondary tooar geoups who waora
going eround the Province and who
woere  porhaps teo swmall  and  conld
nobt  afford to buy the equipment
poguired  Foro bhom oo perform in
Springdale ar wharever, small
comninities  aronmd  the  Provincoe.
The department purchased a

L2560 June 1, 1988 Vol XL

considerable amount of equipment
Lo asstist these performing groups
who travelled around the Province
Fo small communities.

I remember some of these things
from the past: We have assisted
Ehe LSPYU Hall, For example.
did haelp the LGP Hall,
raemember, 4n their Eime of naed, I
think with respect to some capital
Funding -in particular.

AN HON. MEMBER:
For renovalijons.,

MR. SIMMS:
T remembor, yos,
SO on.

renovations and

With respect to  the arts and
culiture centres airourid e
Province, there are groups who gel
some nelp throvuagh Lhat progranndng
in Lhe Departmentl of Culturs,
Reciraeal lon and  Youth o assist
them.

We have the Arts and Letters
Compaetilion, Tn fact, it was held
just last night, T understand from
Fhe minisker, @ wvery successtul
programmne again this year which
encourages NewfFoundlanders to
participate in all kinds of
activities, wreibing and so on.

I had occasion Lo atte Lhe Arbs
and  Letters Competitions 1in  Lhe
past, and some of the people 1who
have won those competibtions have
been Just absolnkely aelalbed with
the kinds of awards, kinds  of
acknowledgament s anl kKinds of
recognition  that came From  Lhat
|Z) O (_j I A

My . Spaaker, all L an saying  An
the few ninutes T have s, First
o all, Lo give a bl arr Line
hackground of my  own dnterest  dn
Lhae  thing, and 4to also  indicabte
that the government has, in fact,

No. 17 R2500



been innovative and brought in
some initiatives. Ry the way,
most of those initiatives were
brought in A a rasili of
consultation with members of Lhe
Arics  comaunity. Many  of  them had
input, made suggestions and 1l was
A a racul . of vhet ki ol
conasultation that those programmes
werae brouyht into heing.

We have Lo be honest here all least
in terms of acknowledging that we
have made  some progress  n this
area in nine short years, Dbecause
none ol this really Ltook  place
prior Lo 1979, nothing very
posiltive or effective. So T think
it is fair, and would be fair, to
acknowledge that  we have made
progress.

We can argue where programnes
should be, in what arcea, whether
it is arts council or Lhe
department, Fhose Kinds of
arguments that have gone on in the
past, and e can argue very
strongly that there is not enough
noney in Lthose progranmnes, or
certainly in many  of the
programmes, and  again  one  would
find it difficult to disagree. It
is, therefore, the rcecason why in
principle, Mr. Speaker, and agaln
T repeal, woe have  noo JdifTically
with Lhe ddea contained dn the
Bor . wmember's rosolulion. Racaiiso
after eighl or mine years maybhe 1t
s time For us  to hauo a eoutiow,
mayhe dt s time to have a look at
bhe programning, maybe it is drime
to Jook at the funding and it dis
For Lhat reason we support the
resolution, The only thing, as
Fhe hon. member 15 aware, bthal we
have done is we differ in the way
it should be undertaken, bub we do
nel. differ strongly.

I understand Uthe member for St
Joehn's Fask has no difficulty wikh
Lhe wording of our amendment,
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which I should take the occasion
to repeat in conclusion, if T may,
M, Speaker, to  remind members
what  we are Lalking aboul here.
As a result of this amendment, if
the amanchinent: i P s e and
approved and the resolulion then
is approved and passaed as amended,
we ara  saying  'the Minister of
Culture, Recreabion avd Youih (Me.
Rutt) immediately aulhorize &
ey o Gountiasion wi i h PO
objectives.' The two obhjectives
would remain Antacl, as  the hon.
member proposed, 'A comprehensive
survey of bthe cnltural economy of
our Province, with specific
reference to market definition and
audience makeup across discipline;
spanding levels on materials
supplies and services and in
spinoff activities, all relatad
employment factors,; tax revenuas;
comparisons of public expendibures
in this Province relative to other
jurisdictions and an  analysis of
relative public spending levels on
caplital, production and operating
costs and direct grants to
artists. And, two, to produce, as
fFar as possible, based on a survay
of woerking artists, a report on
the economic status of the artist
in Lthis Prouvince. !

My Spaaker, T look  Forwsad, I
truly look Forward to the results
of  such analysis, such & suruvey
and such a sludy., Tt s bime Lo
do i A tor eignt or e years,
it 1s definitely time Lo do il and
T o anxious Fa osee  what the
resultls will be ., I have &
suspicion what some of khe resulbs
will bhe, and they will probably
confirm what Jis often saild, bhat
there +ds not enough Funding and
Ehrig s of Ehat nature, ik,
hopefully, it will alao
acknowledge bhat we have, In Fact,
made some progres ouver bthe last
aight or nine yaears and Ehat,
indeed, the government should get
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some credit for the bit of work
they have done +in thabl area. Al
hopefully through it all will come
A resoluve on Lhe part of all those
people who e going Lo be
involued in  this, and all those
groups and people who are involved
in this activity, te do something
that will wmake life a great deal
better, especially for bhose who
make their 1living in the arts in
our Province., Theank you, Mr .
Speakear,

SOME HON, MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, FUREY:
Mr ., Spealker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for S, Barbo,

MR, FUREY:

T the wmindister has & meebting or
someihing to Jgo to, T will be glad
te yield.,

MR. RARRFTT:
No, that s fine.

MR, FUREY.

Mr. Speaker, T am ¢glad to be able
Lo join this debate For ten
minutes or so Lo talk aboubt the
problems dn our arlistic comnunity
and bto comnend bthe hon. member for
St, John's East (Mr. Long) for
bringing  Ferward  this  resolution
with respect to drawing attention
arid Focus ing Gn S Ome oF Fhe
problems artists in this Province
are currently experiencing.

I particularly 1like the opening
recital wherea bhe hon . member
SAYS, "ndduidual artisi, @
groups, and membars ofF Lhe
culiural conmunity in our Prouvince
are @XPerlencirg collaclive
Merdship as a resadh of dnadoguat o
support Lo me el fFinancial,
material, production aned
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infrastructure needs."

If you 1listen to the -government,
M. Speaker, talk aboot the monies
spent to date, there really are no
pirobleamns with roespect bo
infrastructure. Fuerything i
therae For artists. [t is jusk &
matter of trying Lto Ffind other
monies o bhey can  pursue  bhelr
activities.

It is dinteresting, Mr. Speaker. I
had a letter {from an artist in
this Province twoe years ago which
gAau e e cause b Ehink vy
seriously akhoul G QIne of e
problemns . T think the Tine in the
letter, iF I recall, sadd
particularly to me bthat artists n
this Province have a tough ernough
time  toe  make a  Tiving  and  bhe
experiance can somebimes [
agontsing  and  can causa  an o awiul
lot of grief somelimes, Jusl |
try o make SERTNEE meai . Pl
particular person refarred Lo,
"unlike! olher Jobs or PAike!
other jobs, depending on what your
Job s,

O

I made some comments in the Housea
particularly aboul Ehe arts
community two years ago, and it
gave me cause to refleclk and think
deeply about what Lhis person was
ey ing. T came to weligue, Mr,
Speakear, drawing fr-om my OWn
axpoeriaence, nobk as @ professional
artist, but  as  one  who, as o of
professional Leacher, engaged i1
the direction of Utheatre, public
speaking amnd these forws of ari in
the high school system, Uhalt had T
net had  the securdily of @ chegoe
coming in  every lwo weeks, M.
Speaker, had T had o ogo o oul and
do 1t on my oun professionally, Lo
taach YOy el Tdren and high
school kids theatre and to direct,
it o el haum indaead, Mre,
Speaker, heen agonizing, hard, at

Cilines painfal, dard at: Cimes
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depress.ing.

So along with the good side of the
arts, no matter whalt art you are
pursuing, there arae also cJown
sides. This woman's lelter gave
me  cause  boe think about that and
Lo think very seriously about it
T just raise thal, M. Speakor,
hecause i Ehink it 18 worth
Lhinking  about  for  all membars,
that there 1s agony, there s
pain, anc  therao A e viines ol
depression, despondency, and there
are Liwes when you want fo giue it
all up.

Mr . Speaker, as many people before
me have said, the heart of any
culture or any society s  ihs
collective artists. An dmportant
sign of that society, Mr. Speaker,
i how we treat artists and those
who are out bthere pitching in day
and night for long hours 1in &
difficult profession to try Lo
make ends meet.

So I was glad to see the hon.
mamber from St John's Fast's
recital say it dis most difficult
to  wmake it oul  there when you
choose it freely as your
profaession, Lo pursue Gt oul of
love, really. You love to do it
and that, is.owhy you are doing it
hut you lhave to put bread on Lhe
fable as well.

Mr Opeaker, F T way Just divaerd
FCor one second, T want bo draw Lo
ho altlention of  bhe Hlouse  drn
dmportant. cultural event ULhat s
going o happen in the Gros Morne
National Park next Fricday mormning
when  Prince Fdward i thoro. i
Fhiink 4l does all of us proud Lo
know - T am sure the haon., Minister
of Justice (Ms Verge) knows this
and s equally as proud as [ am
that Gros Morne National Park will
he named the second international
World Heritage Site, our other one
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in Fhis Prouince bhe ing
L'Anse—au—-Meadows, further north
on the Norithern Peninsula. T
My . Speaker, it will be admitbted
to  the list of World Heritage
Sites nnder  a UNESCO Convenbion
signed by e nety - Lo countries,
including Canada, and the puarpose
of this convention is Lo ddentify,
designate  and  protect  areas  ofF
outstanding beauty and value as
par of he ent ira world!'s
heritage, so that all of the human
Family can anjoy it forever.

IL 1s a tremendous honour for Lhe
Gros Morne Nationsl Pari,
particularly when it 1s such a
relatively e Pk and
particularly when Newfoundland,
Mr . Speaker, already has a World
Heritage Site at L'Anse-au-Meadows.

Gros Morne National Park now joing
such we 1T Known internaticnal
World Heritage Sites, Mr. Speaker,
as bthe CGrand Canyon in bthe United
States, the Taj Mahal 1in India,
Lhe Rocky Mounktain National Parks
and the old Quebec City in
Canacdla, There arse aboubt 2450 such
sites throughout world. They are
nol:  only dmportantl, Mr. Speaker,
in  their heritage sense, but are
major  btourist abiractions because
of Lhelr international
reprbation, IR Fiis
degignallon, we now have & st
to  bhuild on  cur reputation and
knowledge about Gros Morne
Uhiraughont Canadi and the worid.

Tt s dnteresting, Me. Speaker, to
he now  included as  one of 250
silas on bthe entire planel which
have been designated &s specilal,
At worth protecting, A worth
keeping in dits natural, beautiful
skate Forever and ever For o all of
the human Family to enjoy. My,
Speaker, [ fn just proud to say to
the House that now Newfoundland
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has two sites and all fifty-two of
s should be very proud of that
significant achilievement .

AN HON., MEMRBFR :
Hear, hear!

MR, FURIEY:

I thank wy hon. colleaqgues,

Mr ., Speaker, just Lo come back to
this motion. There is one other
thing I want to draw to the
House's attention, Mi- . Speakar,
while I am still on the Northern
Paninsula in my remarks.

A young man by the name of Ben
Plouglman, M™Mr. Speaker, on his own
Jjust published a book called Born
and Bred On The Rock. TLois A
134--page rnove’l of original
NMewfoundland  stoeries, rcecitations
and  poetry. L s his First
book. It Just it P hae
bhookshelves, 1 Lthink, about three
weeks ago in this Provincs

T Tdike what Me. Ploughman  said.
He said, the idea for the book was
conceived while he was serving as
art dnterpreter at Gros Morne Park
seuan Years ago. In this post he
wrote for the park publication,
Krown as Tuckamore, anc
described the natural and cultural
Mistory of e park and the
province and produced The Uncle
Jarge Show during which he told
slories about Lthe new and old way
of 1ife For Lourists in the
Province as Lhey came through.

I just wanted Lo lel the House
kriow Mr . Ploughman did this on his
own and, T think, we should bhe all
very proud he did this on his own
it publisting this  bhook. I hope
many more will comoe.

SOMF HON. MEMBFRS:
Hear, hoear!
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MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, fthis Prouvince Qs not
only brimming with Ffish, which “is
really  our raiscen Jd'eltre  and why
Cabot came here in the beginning,
M. Speaker, in 1497, bubk we alsc
have an dmportantly rich cultural
heritage. Il really da, Tha
Minister of Development and
Fowrism (Me, Barreth) spoke aboiut
it at the Shrimp Festival last
year and gave, what T would call,
a very good talk. He did the
same, by the way, at the Labrador
Festival, what 1is the name of your
Festival?

AN HON., MEMBER:
The Rakeapple Foestival.

MR, FUREY:

The. Bakeapple Festival, yes, I saw
i Lheroe as well, e gave @ very
good speech, I would presume the
mwindstar hdmse LF wrobe it

MR, KELLAND:

He is going Lo speak al Lhe
cicinaber festival this year.

MR, FUREY:

He spoke about our heritage and
the pride we should take in it I
commended him before the speech
Fer being  bhere and T commended
him afterwards, & he w1l
acknowledge, He gaus a very good
speach. It made me wvery proud to
Mear him btalk aboul  our history,
our roots and the fact we have Lo
e very proud of our past In ordaer
to be very proud of our future.
The Minister of Developmmenk and
Tourism, Mr., Barretlb, gave & very
good speech and T comnend him For
it

MR, KELLAND:
Who wrolae il, T wonder?

MR. FUREY:
Mr,  Speaker, o Province s not
just brimning wibth history, G4t is
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brimming with culture. Sometimes
we go past all this and forget
about it din economic hard times.
We tend to allow our cultural
heritage to suffer the worse brunt
whenever bthe economy goes into a
downswing or whenever our economy
Ls performing, s it currently -is
performing, Llike a Fish just hove
up on the whart, Mr. Speaker. {t
is Fflipping and flopping all over
the place. The economy s very
unbalanced and unstable. One only
has to Jlook, Mr. Speakaer, ab the
staltistics to see 1t.

We know Lhat 1he economic pile in
his  Province  (ron one  coasit Lo
another has to be shared as
egqually as possible amongst  the
various digciplines in Cabinel
portiolics and Lhe various
sectors., We know there is only so
much money reascnably thabt can be
provided for the arts and for our
cultural heritage. We krnow that,
Mr. Speaker.

We understand why the government
only has the amount ofF money they
have their now because where else
are they going to find it in an
economy behaving like a fish Jjust
tossad up on the wharf, Flipping
and Flopping all over the place.
[ is nat w stable aconomy.

Sa, Mr . Speakar, what wae Are

saying  ds  we  have to  exercise
coonomic competence balore ho pio
can cwell & little bit and before
we  can leok  after  the varions
disciplines and Lhe various
Cabinaet respoensibilitios ACPO5 5
Fhe various sectors.

What  heppens 1, when an  @conomy
beaging Lo Flounder, when an
ceonomy  heging  to Flip and [lop
all auar the place, Like iny
colleagues in the corner, when an
@conamy is  rnot performing  well,
the knife becomes sharpened Uthe
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most on areas that are the most
vulnerable and that are in the
least possible position to defend
Ehemselves . T am  talking about
areas such as the arts comnunity,
M.  Spaeaker, The knife goes in
deep and it cuts and clears away
nanaey Lo Ay For things Tike
Tight hills, to pay for ULhings
TH4ke the maintenance of buildings,
to pay for things Tlike current
account deficits that have swollan
to - $50 million, and Lhis
govarnmenl is proud bhat 6 shrank
from $170 million Lo $50 million.
Thay craaved, M Speakar, Pl
$170 million and they Fraiy e
respons hility for e $50
million, That 1s nolhing to he
prond of at all.

MR, HODDER:

Relavancy.

MR, FUREY:

Mr . Speaker, e relevancy i
this: - I am glad the hon. membe
For Port au  Porkt  (Mr. Hodder)
brought that up -~ you cannot have
extra money for khe arts F the
economy 1s 1in  this desperate &
shape . IF it is in this despera
a shape, they become Lthe most
vulnerahle. They become the ones
who have Lo take the government's
kmife dn finance and have Gt cuhk
away, have no increases.

o

Sa, Mr. Speaker, Lthe hon. member
or Pyt e Por il o “rnd
giggles and laughs. Hopelully he
s taughing atlomy e I ohope ne
ia not Jlaughing at the artisbs
this Province, who bhave fo suffe
through this. He heard my
predantTs Lo omy  remarks, Falking
ghout jusl how difficult 4t ds Lo
be @ professional aridst dn Fhis
Prouince, It i difficull,
e, and  agond zing, Gt Gne
woman wrote Lo me privaktely din a
lertaer telling me her views on my
remanrks two years ago., I
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appreciate that. Rut also telling
the deep agony there when yon by
to  survive solely and with no
cither help Hdn & commnity wherao
you have to sell paintings or sell
voll acting abilities, eto. So db
1a very difficull.

e wsks whal  the relevance is.
How  can you expect more monay  in
the artistic community when you
s the economic indicaltors In
this Province of the last nine
years giving us whal has come to
he krnowrt as the highest of
everything bad and the Jlowest of
everything good? How can you
expech there to he extra money for
all the things we would like to
have extra money For when you have
an unemployment rate that averaged
in L1987 at  18.6 per caoent, when
Lhat compares ta Lhe Maritime
averaga ol 12,9 per cant, amd when
that CONMPAres to Lhe Carnadian
average of 8.9 poer cenl? For tha
entire yaar, Mer. Speaker, 18.9 per
cenl of our people werae unemployead
in 1987, wversus 8 per cent for
Canaca . OF conrsa, the money has
to be diverted for social causes
and dssuay.

When T hear the Minister of Social
Services stand and say, "M,
Speakar, W haua increased  onar
hudgelt by 146 per cenl since 1979
i social services,' how can you
be proud of that?

The pride is In bthe decreasae, Mr,
Speaker. The pride +1s 1in taking
people  ofFfF the soclal seryice
roles, restoring dignity, and
allowing then ko Nay e an
opportunity Lo have a Jjob 1n an
cconomy  that works. There 1s bhe
pride .

SOME HON ., MFMBIIRS
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:
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Mr. Speaker, with the highest of
everything  bad, look at  youlh
unemployment . Just dmagine s " a
youny  person  aspiring  to  bhe oA
Full-time artist din any of the
perfForming  arts  when he has ko
look at the sbaggering
unemnploymernit statistics e bwean
Lhe age groupes of (il e {1
Faenty Four yaars of  agae  For the
year 1987, Newfaundland ar
Labrador had nearly 30 par cent of
her - young people, officially 30
paer  cenl., looking for work. That
is not to deal with the unofficial
numbers,  Me.  Speaker, bthose who
have g¢gilven up hope or those who
My e left bhe Province, ne e
importantly.

DR. COLLINS:
You o are  wanderding @ bid, Ioan
afraid.

MR. FUREY:

Mre . Spaakaor, I Al wandear g
hecause the fron . Minister of
Fimance is responsible, becangse he
wandered for eight years &%
Ministor ol Finance and gave os
these incredible numbers.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mic. FUREY:

That is why I am wandering,

DR. COLLINS:
You are wandering furiously afield

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, could you protect me
from the kick-start Finance
Minister over there who had to bhe
taken out because his leg gotbt sore
Lrying o kick start the sconaciny,
S0 he et and closed
hospital  beds ins e, That s
Wit ;

el
Fhat mindsber was up to.

SOME HON. MEMRERS
Haar, hear!
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MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, 1if a young person
aspired ho be a Full -t Lme
professional artist, what was his
chance in 1987 i b h an
unemployment rate of 30 per cent
versus the Canadian average of 13
per cent hetweean the ages of
Fifteen and twenby -Four? What did
they tell those young people?

M . Speaker, here is another
interesting statiskic our Jeader
brought out in the House just
recaently  which ds  even probably
more frightening. In the last
Lhreo years we have Jlearned that
some 18,000 people have lefl the
Prouvince, Teft NewloundTand  and
labrador, -

MR, TUIK: .
Most of them were probably young
paople too.

MR, FUREY:

----- left the Province in search of
wWork., Talk aboul: staggering, bhat
means today, Mr. Speaker, if those
figures hold true, anobther Fifteen
people left today, left their home
For good. Fifteen men, women and
children euery day of euvery week,
of every wmonth for the last three
years picked up, packed up and
Teft  LFheir homes. Now, that s
Ehe brutal reality of an economy
going mad under mad direchkion,

MR. J. CARTER;
What are your proposals?

MR. FURFY:

Mr . Speaker, T have & good
proposal  For  the hon.  member for
b, John's North (M, JT. Carter).
Talk your Prewmicr into talking to
the Ldeutenant Governor today .
MMere is a good solubtdion.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hewar, hear!
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MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, we have to be pretty
proud of our arts and cultural
community, Mr . Speaker, deeply
proud at how they can manage Lo
survive 1in our economy which has
gone mecl, gone into A mad ,
negative maelstrom, spiralling out
oF control. Mhera should
monuments build to the art
comnunity, givaen the @COROmLC
conditions they have to survive
i, givaen the Lo b dollars
which come from the public purse,
and  given it ds very  Lough  bo
survive oul there in a full-time
job in thalt  particnlar  indusiery
where it is agonitzing ar
comed imas  deproessing, bult many  of
them hand in there. Who are the
many  that hang in there?

i o e

My, Speaker, we should bhe proud of
Fhe Jdkes of Christophaer and Mary
Pratt. We should ke proud of
Lheir cargh ber Rarbara
Pratt-Wangersky whose paintings
are companding  wonderful  prices,
whose art 1is taking off, through
the roof .

We should be proud of people like
Conrad Furey, no relation, but a
Lerrific artislh. I kalked to his
member of Parliament yesterday in
OF tia amd she told me hao s doing
exceptionally well bhut, of course,
e hiad Lo leave the Province. M
i An Hamilton where his painlings
arae comnmanding Fabalous pricoes.

We should be proud of people like
andy  Jones who is an exceptional
actor, I saw one of his plays
Fhveo or Tomr years ago in Obtawa,
out of the Bin il was

UEowas o comady piece  dand
ahsolutely terrific.

@ likes of
SRR

[

We should be proud of Lh
Pob Joy who s Filling 4
on Rroadway now, who has been in
three major wovie producltions  and
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whose career s taking off.

Navid Rlackwood, Lhe painter and
JeFf pPitcher, who +is a wonderinl
actor dn  this Province and has
chosan o stay  hore. Amy  Houso
from Port au Port who just did a
one woman - show, I think, Keuin
oul there.

We should be proud of Donna Bullb
Donald Cook, Greg Malone and Tommy
Sexlon. lWe should be proud of atl
Lhese people,

They are, Mr. Speaker, the core,
Lhe heart aiel the soul, tLhe
lifeline of our culture 1in  this
Province today . They chose o
keep it alive.

SOME HON. MEMBERG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FURFY:

M, Speaker, they chose to keep it
alive undear extraordinarily,
A4 FFiculi c¢ircums tances .

We comnil: to  Lhen today, A0 oy
o, friend For 86, John's North
(Mr. T, Carter) talks bto his hon.
fFriend, the Premier, who will talk
Lo the hon. lLieagtaenant  Govarnor,
Lhat  will change Ffairly quickly,
M Spaeakeaer

SOME HON . MEMRBFERSG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:
Mhank you, very much.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Development and Tourism,

MR. BARRETT:
Mhank you, Mr. Speaker.

I Find it & particularly pleasant
duty this afternoon to have the
opportunity ko participate in this
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particular debate.

There are many issues which I
Fhank AT fimportant o this
Province, hut I do not think there
are any  which wmight ke of  nore
importance to the legacy of LULhe
Mowfoundlander than is culture.

Our culture, Mr. Speaker, 16 our
past, it is onur present and L s
our future. Culture can take on
maity: roles din this Province: Itk
can be the role of the writer of
sONyg, ©or verse or prose, Lbocan be
Lhe singers in ou various
communities @round the Province,
or our dancers or our actors, it
can e our painters or our
photographers.

There are many elemernts in  bthis
whole diverse area that you wrap
np inoa word called culture, Crie
must not lose ght of the fact,
M, Speaker,  bhat culture is nob
something that Jjust has an
ddaenlity Wi th the paEs i Flyact
Newfoundland can relate tao in
Larins G iy associalbion i bR
Furope, with the Furopaan
commpnity . e cnlture e ks
heyond tLthat to our experiences
Wi b h the  Scandinauvian counktries
some thousand years ago, or it
acks beyoid thai ) M. Speakaer,
the Innuit and the Innu  of  our
Province, Lhose Uiy aarly
setllers Lo our shores who &are
praodated  again by ihe Dorselbs  ofF
some 3,500 years ago, a culbture on
Fhe shoroes  and  wikhin  bthe Tand
mass of this Province, or beyond
that to +he Maritime aerchalc of
7,000 years ago, when & culture
extsted (n this Province,

)

We do not talk necessarily of
culture any more in this Proulnce,
nor should we, We should wmore
appropriabely Balk of
multiculture, and not just Lo

-

recognize our past of some 7-odd
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thousand years ago, but the
influences being brought to the
Province today.

My friend from St. Barbe talks
about the outward wmigration of
Newfoundlandears Lo Find various
opportunities, or to improve
themselues in olkher
jurisdictions. He fails to
recognize the dinwsunrd migration of
very many peoples from all over
this world who find new and better
opportunities and bring thedir
culture to the mosaic of this
Province. It 1s not just a one
way street. We have all
experienced, and certainly we all
know i we wank to btruthFully
ASS eSS and understand what is
happening not just Ln this
Province but on the globe, a
global nature . People are
migrating people. Newfoundland
was sebbloed because people wanlaed
to move away from Ireland, or from
Scotland, or from Southeast Asia,
or somewhere else.

The most affluent society 1in the
world today brings a great many of
those same people to Newfoundland
from the United States of
America. From all over Canada,
Quean Ontario, people come to
Newfoundland to live to work and
to find employment and Lo better
their lifestyle. They come here
From Alberta, bthey come here from
British Columbia, not because they
are on khe unemployed roles. And
a lot of Newfoundlanders who go
out of this Province are nol going
out because they are on the
unemployment roles, bthey are going
out hecause they are seeking new
cpportunities and new challenges.
And & great many of these return
to this Province Lo bring back Lo
Lhis Province what they have
learned and soughl: elsewhera. e
do not captivate and have
everything for everybody in this
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Province. It is a global
community and everybody benefits
from being able +{o address “and
being able to participate in that.

It is no adverse reflection on &
Province because so many thousand
people might migrate out of the
Province an an annual hasls
hecause, at the same time, there
are several thousands of people
immigrating into the Province with
new - skills and new technologies
and new opportunities and new
participation in Lhe cultural
mosaic of this Province,

So, when one talks about the value
of culture +o this Province, one
must look at broader prospective.
And one cannot speak in isolation
of the adverse effect because an
artist had Lo go somewhere else,
Ask the question, Did he g0
somewhere else because he had Lo
or because e  wanted to?! or
she. Surely that is the
question. How many artists have
come to this Province and are
living here today by choice,
people who were never born in this
Province, who are living in our
bays and our Lowns and our
comnunities all over the Province,
including Labrador? I run 1into
Lhem every other weel. I do not
krnow why anybody else cannot Find
them. They are out there. They
are doing work. They are liuving a
lifestyle, as they choose Lo do,
in this Province, even Lhouah they
were not born here. It ds not &
one—way street. We have & oreat
deal to  he proud of din Lhis
Province.

I should just reflect For a moment
on Lhe foolishness of concern

¢ somehow  losing our culbure
hecause of & fFree Lrade agreement
with the Unilted States. Here we
have had an ongoing culture for
somelhing over 7,000 years that
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has never been waned or destroyed
or interferred with din any way,
with all kinds of dmmigration,
with all kinds of upheaval,
socially, Financially,
economically, and politically,
yel, For some reason, we  ara
somewhat concerned that we are
going Lo lose  some  cullbuire, T
will guarantee you a
Newfoundlander dis nok going Lo
lose his culture because of
association wikh Americans . We
have had assocliation with
Americans now since Lhe 17C0s and
we have not lost any of 1dt. I
would say they are more influenced
hy  our culture than we are by
theirs, 1f the truth were known.
If you go down and talk to people
in the Boston area or New Bedford
and find out what they say about
Newfoundland, they know more about
us  than half of wus know about
ourselves; an interest in
Newfoundland and Labrador From
outside of our Province and we do
not know what 1s going on out
there.

The biggest contributor Lo the
financial resources of Lhe
International Grenfell Association
happens +to come from +the Boston
area of Massachuselts, because of
our strong cultural heritage. We
have nol lost anything because of
it, have we? Have we been somehow
denudaed of culture boecause we have
had an association with somebody
@elsa? [ Lhink we are too sbtrong,
we have oo strong a culture and a
heritage in  this Province to bhe
worried about Lhat foolishness.
Absoiukte, ubber nonsense! I that
i all we can hang our hat on,
Eren  God  help us, with all the
other dmportant d1ssues thalt are
confronting us today.

With respect Lo Lhe Financial
hurden of performing artists, sure
there 1s a Financial burden but
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that 1s known, 1s a g¢given when a
person accepts that as a way of
life. And Newfoundland does not
awn fFinancial impairment o
artists. We are not Lhe only
jurisdiction din the world that has
i, Go down and walk the shkreetbs
of  New York and Lalk to the
cmerging artists who are there in
hundreds of thousands . Go o
London, Paris. Go  bto Vancouver.
The symphony orchestra in
Vancouver has had to shutbt down
because of a Jlack of financial
support and all of the sudden we,
somehow or other, point the finger
al. Newfoundland as the only one
that 41s experiencing this., What a
bunch of garbage! The realibty of
it dis that that d4s & universal
problem. Do not try to point the
finger and say 1t only happens
lere 1n  Newfoundland and 4kt dis
hecause of the dinactivity of this
government that it d4s happening.
A lot of foolishness! The reality
of 1t 1 1t happens globally, not
just here in Newfoundland,

As as matter of fact, the
lifestyle ofF many artists in
Newfoundland d4s as good and as
rich a@s 1t 1s anvwhere in this
world, and a lot of them choose to
lTive here because of bthal. Sure,
we would Tike to have 1t easier,
We  would  all  like Lo  have it
hetter. I am not saying that they
should nol have more. L agros
that they should have more. Bul
let ws  keep 1L In perspechive.
You would not know but we are the
only place in the world where all
this stuff happens, that we are
Lhe only place in  the world Lo
lose people in an outward
migration, that we are bthe only
place 1in the world in danger ‘of
losing our culbure because of an
association with another socielty.
What absolubte rubbilsh

Why do we not talk aboubt the
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positive things that culture has
brought to our lifestyle and our
commnunity, balk aboult  what is
happening ~in every part of our
Province today in Lerms afF
cultural experiences, people who
are performing all kinds of
activities which are culture
related, bringing the message Lo
the world that this Province of
ours has a rich and unigque
heritage and culture? Talk to the
people around our Province. The
excitement, Mr. Speaker, of it all
18 thalb we are again renewing our
Faith din our culture, and X think
Lhatl is probahbly causing somne
concern to a lot of people. We
are renewing our fFaith 1in  our
culture through many, many issues,
and nol because I, as a minister,
or this government has done a
whole lot to changa it The
people themselues are starting to
sense the value of  culture Lo
thedir lifestyle, Mow important
this element is in tourism.

MR. FUREY:
Lip service.

MR. BARRETT:

Lip service my you-know-what!
Forty-five cultural events around
this Province are being funded
this year alone by this department.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Forty-rfive?

MR, BARRETT:

Around the Province: Rfuchans
Twillingate; Burin; Rishop's
Falls; Ferryland; Un Long Veille,
Port au Port, e Taerra Neuuve
Francais; and Cow Head; Springdale
and  Burin; the Humber Valley and
the FExploits Valley,; Gander and
Rell Island; in St. Jehn's, Loc;
in Plum Point or din Goose Bay,; in
North West River or Reiduille, or
Carbonear, or Eastport; Cormack or
Steady  Brook, or  Roddickiton; or
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S1. Anthony; Burgeo; Burin, all
over the Province. Tell me where
in this Province you are not
feeling the excitement of culture
today?

AN HON. MEMBER:

Here .,

MR. BARRETT:

We have dt. You can he Flippant
about it, but you will not bhe
Flippant out in your constituency
when you say that, because they
know different. And every one of
you know it hecause it is
happening, 1t is oub Lhere. The
excitement that is surrounding
Louridsm and culbures i Eid
Province, the @conomic bhenefit
that Lhat will bring and is
bringing to the Province should
not: e losl, hecause 1t qom
happening.

The Stephenville Fesbival of Lhe
Arlts supported by this governnent
for ten years, this is dits tenth
anniversary - and I am  sure it
would have been supported by any
other government - A direck
contribution in support of $35,000
a year for ten years, which is
pretty good money, helped with the
production of brochures and a lot
of other things, one of the
Foremost performing art festbtivals
in all of Canada, probably in all
af  Norbth Awmerica, broughlt aboul,
for the most part, hy support From
governmant, by  support  from khe
community.

There is something which INER:
started 1in a place where somebody
said, 'What? Aring a festival of
ardd i oF this calibaer Fo o a
municipality likea Stephenuillie?
You are crazyl'

[t cortainly was nol  crazy., e
succass speaks For dtselfr. Rut
these sre the kinds off things that
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are happening all over our
Province, important o our
liftestyle. And, as I said before,
it is our “past, 1t 1is our present
and 1t d1s also our future. The
significance of this could not be
understated,

I am delighted the member for St
John's FEast brought 1t +1n as a
private member's resolution. I
Ehink it is important, and I
cannot recall any raal
contradiction to the wmessage that
e was Lrying Lo bring here. The
melhodology of getting 1t done,
sure, we have indicated that we
think there might he a better way
or & different way which might
accommodate us hetter, and he has
agreed, I think, to that. Euan
the members in the other
opposition, For  the most part,
have sensed the dimportance of Lhis
as a private member's resolution
and the importance to see an early
resolution or, at least, an
identification of what can be done
to better the lot of those who are
involved din cultural activities
throughout our Province.

As I said, and I should reinforce,
let us not get hung up on the
shallowness of  our culture, hut
let us look atl the broader
picture, let W& look at Lihe
multicultural aspects of this.
At hoperfully the Loering of
reference, when they are writbten
bty the department, will recognize
Lheat we have to go beyond just
pure, stimple cultural involuementl .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, LUSH:
My, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the member for Ronavista
North,
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MR. LUSH:

Mr . Speaker, we  just heard &
member give a typical Tory speech,
the maintenance of the status quo,
inordinate reveraence and adulabion
For the past. Now, Mr. Speaker,
this resolution 1is nob about bthe
past, this resolution is PG
and bthe future, That Ls il s
resolution is about.

The thrust of +this resolution is
nott +to pralse the governmenk or Lo
condemn the government, for Lthat
matber, Lhe Lrust of this
resolution dis to do something For
the artistic communicy, Lo do
something to promote, to encourage
the development of the artistic
community. This is what this
resolution 1s about, not to stand
here in self-praise,
self-glorificatiaon of witak Lhe
government have done over the last
ten or Fifteen years. What we
want to hear them say is what they
are going to do now and in the
fFuture. This dis what we want to
hear. There is nothing wrong with
reflecting on the past to see what
we come from, but we want to tell
this government through this
resolution that ik is not a matter
of the status quo that we are
concarned about, we wanlt ko tell
Lhem Lo take Ehedr miroverhial
heads  oub  of  the sand, this s
what we want Lo tell bthem with
respect Lo Lhe artistic comnunily,
and  stop navel gazing. This s
e Lotal GESanco of Ehds
resolution. Mr.  Speaker, nokhody
in bhis House, nobody bul nobody,
recognizes the grealt progress that
has Laken place in the past dozen
years 1n Newfoundland wilth respect
Lo Lhe developement vid [
artistic community in all At
areas, right bthroughout bhe entirae
Province.

MR. LUSH:
As T have said, Lhe essence «f
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this resolukion is Lo look to what
we can do in the future to remove
the obstacles 1o creativity, Lo
remove the obstacles which stymie
and restrict the full development
of the artist community. This is
what this resolution addresses.

I do not see any grealb change 1in
the amendment the Minister of
Culture, Recreation and Youth (Mr.
Butt) has suggested. I do not see
any great change from the previous
resolution wmade by the member for
St. John's East (Mr. Long). To my
mind it does two things: One is to
delay the time, o delay the
action. The member for St. John's
East asked for something to Dbe
done, I think, by sometime in July
to coincide with the Stephenuille
Festival. This almost looks like
it is going to bhe Lthe starting
point now with this resolution.
The other difference s Lo namne
the dindividuals, groups and so on
they would like to see 1in  the
comnission. So there 1s really
nothing wirong with that,

T could support the resolution
either way because it does not do
a lot to change the resolution,
other than, as I said, the wmajor
thing is to delay Lhe Liming
somaewhat and we are nolb concernead
about that, provided the right and
proper things are done during that
Lime ., It is not & long btime, I
suppose, We are looking at
Decembear. I think is whan GCthey
recommended that the report he
in. So, Mr. Speaker, that 1s not,
I suppose, an excessive period of
time, depending on how serious the
government plan to approach this
and howing thay will not be
dragging their heels, that it is
Jjust not & procrastinating
bechnique, and  dndeed Lhey area
seriouns aboul bthe anendiment and we
will see appropriate action From
the commission.
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So, the thrust of this resolution
is to create the proper financial,
economic molivational c¢limakte 30
artists can develop to Lhedr
maximian and so we can hauve people
developing their skills in
whatever area it happens to be, Lo
remove  all of the obstacles, to
remove all of bthe dmpediments
Lhis great creativity, M.
Speaker, in this Province, can
bhecome free, SO we can have
freedom of the mind and freedom of
the spirit to preserve, promote
and enhance Lthe culture of the
Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador. That 1is the swuin  and
substance of this resolution. I
hope the government realizes this
is the sum and substance of this
resolution.

The artist communiby, Mr. &
are saying they are not satisfied
with the status quo. They are not
satisfied with
Qe They want dinitiatives from
the government which will assist
in the Ffull development of Lthe
artistic community. They want
initiatives From the government
which are going to provide the
proper infrastructure so artists
can perform and develop the way
they should in any society. Sa,
M.  Speaker, that ds  whal  the
resolution 1s aboul.

things A Lhey

Rul I Loo, along Wi b olher
memlbers, want Lo commend ar
compliment the artistic community
for the great progress they nhave
made and the gresat effort sach and
everyone of them have made over
Lhe past number of years undar -

AN HON, MEMBER:
Seveare,

MR. LUSH:
Well, not  severe, but  cartainly
under unfavourable circumstances

Lnomany  cases. Rut yetl, through
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their own courage, through their
own perseverance, they have
carried on and have done a
marvelous job right throughout the
Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador.

The influence of artistic groups
in the urhbhan centers of Lhis
Province 1is having a great effoctk
right throughout the whole Island
and throughout the Labrador
section of our Prouvince. All over
the Island we see arts groups
bheing established.

In my own district of Ronavista
North, lask yesar - I &n sure il is
not province-wide, it does not
stack up with the Stephenville
Festival or other festivals, but
it ds din 1ts dinfancy, actually - T
attended the saecond annual
artistic event. They call 1t Lthe
Rlueherry Festival. It has
nothing to do with blueberries,
hbut 41t ds called the Rlueberry
Festival Dbecause it happens Lo
fall 4in with blueberry harvesting
time. I attended that particular
event last year. It is carried on
fFor approximately a week in
Wesleyville, It is the Cape
Freels - I just forget what it is
called, but it takes 1in the area
From Greenspond  Lto  Cape Freels
hasically, all of @
communities. So it is that arts
group . It might bhe called, as a
mattor of faclt, the Cape Frecels
arts group.

In any event, this year they will
be into  theilr thierd year and I
attended the second annual event.
I was told the sccond annual event
was 100 per cent better bthan Lthe
First one, and hopefully the third
one will be 100 per cent better
Lhan the second one.

Mr . Speaker, I  was absolutely
amazed and impressed with the
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talent I saw displayed at that
particular event. They were
employing the anecdotal talents of
Newfoundland and skills of
Newfoundlanders .

Mr. Arthur Wicks was performing in
Mis wsual top-notch manner. There
were musicians and Lhere Wi 1 e
actors and signing groups, choral
groups, just absolutely fantastic,
T thought, for a 1little local,
rural area, doing it om their own
with no greaal assistance From
anybody, other than the group,
Jusl geltlting together on their own
and doing theinr best. They
probably had & small grant from
the minister's office. I am notl
sure about that, bubt 1Ff they did,
that is fine.

M, Speaker, this kind of thing is
happening all over bthe Province.
So there 1s no question of Lhe
work being done artistically
throughout the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

We have, on our own side here, a
gentleman who dis making a great
contribution Lo bhe cultural
heritage of this Province and to
artistic development. He just
published a book Jlast year, Mr.
Speaker, a nook, i Say, Lhat
reflects Lhe environment of the
area  1n which he grew up 1in &
superhb manner .,

Here 1is the book and it cerbai
roflects the culbure of his ares
of Northern Newfoundland, in which
he graw np. I was  dabsolutely
amazed at the gentleman's writing
ability. I certalnly was, and I
caommend the gentleman For (AN
First affort,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:
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I was talking to his publisher, as
a matter of fact, and Mis
publisher thinks he has many books
lef it inside him yel. T will say

T have not told the hon. gentleman
this before - his publisher told
me he helieves Lthis 1is where he 1s
going to leave his mark, in the
literary area, not in politics.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

I did not necessarily agree with
that .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, onh!

MR. SIMMS:
Have you read the book, by the way?

MR. LUSH:

Oh, yes. I have read the book. I
have read every short story in
it For hon. membears, s0  lbhey
will know, it 1is not a nouvel, 1t
is a collection of short stories
and I have read them all under
different clrcumstances. L will
tell +the gentleman which one I
will 1ike baest.

MR. SIMMS:
Which one?

There are some greab stories in
the book, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
Which one?

MR. LUSH:

I will not be detracted by Lthe
hon. member now from Grand Falls
(Mr.  Simms) . He should read the
book . If he wants to e
motivated, Jjusk see me oubside of
the curtain after I finish talking
and T will give him just « Few
little motivating sentences or
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thoughts so he can get dnto the
hook. Mr.  Speaker, I think we
should acknowledge and recogriize
Fhe talenl on  this side of the
House,

My, Speaker, there was Jjust one
item I wanted to raise, I think
Lhere Was somebody wo talked
aboul the A s and lLetters
Competition din the Province. NO
doubt it 1s & great activity,
again to motivate the artists in
Lhis Province and to give them
recognition for their writing
skills.

However, a problem which has come
to mmy attention, and I have not
really thought it out too, too
much, but it 1s this: Apparently
only artists living in Lhe
Province can antar that
competition. Now, I am not sure
it should e As sbrdingent as
that, We have some greal artists,
some great writers outside of this
Province, Newfoundland artists,
who spend bheir time writing about
Newfoundland. Lat me name one:
Frank BRlackwood, the  brobher of
Pavid Blackwood.

Frank Blackwood is a
Newf ourndTlandear Ehrough and
through. He cannot - write ar
article, hut you Cann S e
Newfoundlandia just coming Out
through 1Lt, Mr, Spoeaker, I comes
right off the page and blasts you
in  the eyes, the spirit of that
particular gentleman, the
NewFoundland spirit.

I received a letter from that
gentleman a couple of months adge
and this was the complaint he was
ing, that he could not enter
this particular competition. he
thought bthat was discriminatory.

The gentlaeman, qAG A matber of
fact, does a regular column, I
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think, with Robinson--Blackmore
Papers. Hon. gentlemen just want
to read that to find out how deep
rooted, CoMr Speaker, Lhe
Newfoundland culture d1s embhedded
in that man's soul, in that man's
body . He writes, Mr. Speaker,
about -

DR. COLLINSG:
Are people not (inaudible).

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

T do not know what the Minister of
Heallh (Dr. Collins) is  babbling
about over there. Mr. Speaker, I
am onte & serious matter,

N T have said, T have really not
Lhought 1t through. I do not know
what the implications are +in bhis
particular thing. I do not know
why a Newroundlander living
coutside of this Province should
not be permnibtkted to enter this
particular contest. Maybhe there
is a real reason for it. I do not
knouw. '

MR. [ONG:
(Inaudible) a residence.

MR, LUSH:

Well, he tells me, ves, [{1f he waere
Lo have just some shack somewhere
in NewfFourndland which he could say
Wa s his home e would Lhen
gualify. 2ut  the gentleman does
not have the money, as he says he
does notu. He works in Quebec. He
Leaches at Laval University, I
belicve. He does nolb  have  he
money Lo bhuild & second home
harao, He would Tike Lo have Uthe
right to enter that compebition.

MR, BUTT:
M, Speaker, may I have a wonrd?

MR. LUSH:
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Yes, dif the minister would like
to. I will give the wminister a
chance to address that. ’

MR. BUTT:

I will supply the member wibth an
answer. He may not be happy with
it

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth.

MR. BUTT:

In drawing up guidelines, we had
to have a residency ruling hecausa
we have S0 many talentad and
gifted NewfFoundlanders Tiving all
across Canada that, in fact, &
would he wvery, very difficull for
the department to administer some
kind of a prograome  which would
affect Newfoundlanders living in
obther prouinces . We are anly
doing here what euary obher
province does in that regard.

MR. SIMMS:
He qualifies in
Frank?

Ontario then,

MR. BUTT:
Of course, or in Quebec or British
Columbia or wherever he lives,
The  programme 1is working vaery,
very well din  that this present
year T attended their banguet
last night - this year has been
thaier higgest year euver. Thay
have almosk 800 peoplae
participating Ehis year, L0
hasically in the junior and senior
levels,

MR. STMMS:
Quebecers living hers, like Lhe
member  For Menihek (M, Fenwick)y,
would he qualify bto win an award
in Quebaec?

MR. BUTT:

No, he would not. I guess now bthe
hon, mamboer  would be considered
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pretty much a Newfoundlander.

MR. STMMS:
No, no. no.

MR. BUTT:

In any event, to answer the hon.
memher For  Bonavista North (Mr.
Lush), we had to put din  those
guidelines really because it is a
relatively small  programme, bt
the people who administer it,
under the direction of Dr. Gordon
Jones at the university, have done
a btremendous job this year in the
reallocation of moneay S0 the
prizes are bigger. lLaskt night
there was a gentleman who won
$1,000, another young lady won
$1,500, and those kind of +things
For first, second and third place,
whereas hefore that Ffunding was
down to $100, $200 and $300
respectively.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKE]S
The hon. the member Ffor Bonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:
I appreciate the hon. minister's
ANGANEPrS T do heliecve, and the
pinister says 1t 1s done in olther
provinces, but that doaes nol make
it right either, because it 1s
done  in obther provinces. e I
sadd again, here we have &
gentleman who wrlkes entirely
about Newfoundland and Labrador.
e do say we ar e a unigue
Province. He wants his literature
Lo enter that parbticular contest
and Lo he a part of the
Newfoundland literature of  this
Province. I expect by entering
Lhe contest it also gives the
particular winner, the particular
author, soine profFile as well,
where 1t would be more difficult
probably for that gentleman to get
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his literature Lo he accepted
among the literature in Ontario,
o in Quebec, For that matter,
where according Lo  Meech Lake,
Lhare i A different
distinctiveness from this Province
heire . S0, M, Speakear, I just
mentioned it and T thank Lhe
minister for  his  answer. May boe
this 1s not a popular notion among
Lhe artisls of this Province,
maybe they will limb me out Ffor
trying Lo get Newfoundlanders
outside the Province, bhut it was
just a concern and T thought I
would raise it since it does
concern a genktleman who dogs come
From my district, and a very
noteworthy family of Newfoundland,
the Blackwoods, Mr. Speaker, who
have done tremendous work in terms
of promoting and enhancing the
culture of this Province Uhrough
Mis hrother David, his artistic
worl, and MO through "M,
Blackwood himself, Frank
8lackwood. T hope I would have
gotten hon. gentlemen at least
interested enough to follow his
columns 1in the Blackmore line of
papers . T think it dis in all of
Lhem. I am sure it 15 din The
Beacon but, T bhelieve, it does
appear in all of the
Robinson-Blackmore papars.

MR. STMMS:
No.

Tho  member  For  Grand Falls (M.
Simms) says, no, hut I cannot be

surae.,

MR. SIMMS:

No, I am not saying no. I am
saying T am nob sure.

MR. LUGH:
I saee. I am not sure either, but
I do know it does appese in The
Beacon and probably that is Lhe
only one.
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MR. SIMMS:
What does he write about?

MR. LUSH:.
He writes aboult Newfoundland. Hi s
experiences growing up and this
kind of thing, fishing, blueberry
picking, hakeapple picking and the
kinds of Lhe things
Newfoundlanders like to write
about, his background and this
kind of thing.

Mr. Speaker, I will not delay the
proceedings of this particular
resolution any furthaer othar than
to say, Mr. Speaker, I endorse and
support wholeheartedly the thrusl
of  this resolution which 1is to
astablish, which ts ko creale, and
which 18 to promote a c¢limate 1in
this Province conducive Lo Lhe
development of the artistic talent
we have +in this Province so we can
preserve, o we can promote, and
s0o  we can  enhance  the culbural
heritage of this Province.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:
M, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Ehe member fFor St.
North .

John's

MR. J. CARTER:
Thank you, Mr.Speaker,

The member who just sat down, the
member  For Bonavista North (M.
Lush), I did not realize he was so
sick. I did rot realize he had
SUCH a sevare 1Pllness . T
understand  he  has  been  Lold Lo
skick to short stories.

Really, My, Spaeakaer, mny Fow
remarks should have been made at
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the beginning, because the theme
of the few remarks I want to make
is why art is important.
Ohviously everyone who has
participated Iin the debate agrees
art 1s dmportant, but why ds it
important? Again, hecause 1t s
such & wide topic, and I do not
have long to speak, I would rathes
stick to two aspects of it and
that  would be architecture and
landscaping, two of my chief
interests in art. I think they
are poth artistic endeavours.

L would point oubk the lmportance,
First, For instance, of Lhe
landscaping aspect ofF 1. Wheareas
it might e attractive and
pleasant, T Lhimk 1t is also
extremely important.

The reason 1t 1s so dmportant 13
Lhalt  in my MEMO Y ail Foomy
knowledge many seuvere ‘accidenls,
complaele wipeouls, Mave  occurred
where the highway 1w least
interesting and mos k sltraight,
The part of the highway you would
consider most safe ds  precisely
the spot where the worst accidents
have and do oceur. This is
probably hecause after two ar
three miles of not even turning,
eventually the driver a@ither
hecomes sleepy wr dnabttentive, and
it you hauve two drivers, one
approaching Lihve  other, you o can
have a head-on collision. I can
clbte instances of my own -

MR. SIMMONS:
You are for billboards, are you?

MR. J. CARTER:

Mo, T an suggesting, For inst
Lhe secondary type roads you 2
o e mainland  are  much  more
interesting, and even Lthough Lhe
spead Timii s slightly less, Uthey
are much more dnteresting Lo drive
ovaer, wimg passes more guickly and
much more pleasantly Lhan Lhe
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super highway system. I am just
saying when a super highway systam

is designed, I think -

AN HON., MEMBER:
Is this relevant?

MR. J. CARTER:

T think 4t 1s wvery relevant. L
is relevant in baerms of life
sEaving. Tt s relevant 1in terms
of landscaping and the artistic
design of highways so bthey are not
boring and uninteresting. I think
this is an importanlt aspect of
art, and it 1s something Lo Dbe
considered.

Now, the member for St. Barbe
North, St. Barbe South, I am sorry!

MR. FUREY:
It i1s St. Barbe now.

MR. J. CARTER:

St., Barbe now. T am caught in
time. He has mentioned the Pratt
family so I will not mention them
again. You have mentioned the
Pratt family and how gifted they
are and Lheir Lremendous
contribution to e arks. The
danger of mentioning anyone by
name 1is there are so many that you
must  leave  out. I would only
menticn one other poerson, and T
would hope that he would forgive
me because we do not like Lo bardy
peoples! name s around in the
House .,

Garnal Kindervater has done &
wonderful Job. He d4s a huilder
rathoer  than an architect, bub in
Lerms of implementing
architectural designs, he 1is qulte
remarkable. T might mention his
own house ab the bobttom of Rennies
1171, whare he Look a very
ordinary house and has developed
it and i¢ developing it 1in a most
interesting and dimaginabive way.
If more architecture in
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Newfoundland were like that, 1t
would be much more interesting.

While I am mentioning
architecture, two of the greatest
architectural monstrosilties are
the  building we are din  at  the
moment and probably Atlantic
Place, two of the ugliest posgikle
buildings, 1least Functional, and
moslt ugly. T hope we will learn
by our mistakes. They were very
expansive mistakes & e aire
unlikely to pull this one down,
although we are doing our best. ili
think this building will be here
for a long btime and it will be a
monument to architectural
imbecilitby.

Bowring Park, which we all know
about, 1is a by-word Ffor bheauty.
If anyone says to you, 'Oh, look,
your place 1is just Tlike Bowring
Park,' you take that as a great
compliment, naturally. So it s
important that we pay attention to
the artistic aspect of many of our
designs,

For dinstance, the first fine day
that we have 1in the Spring, all
the garden supply stores are
crowded and this is &an artistic
endeavour. This d1s why people are
patronizing  these shores. T ds
entirely to do with art. But T
would amsk, whnat  aboul  the obher
priorities?

I see our member for c¢ouncil here,
e menber For Watertord

Kaemnount (M, Gullage), and I
would remind him that & good part
of the Kenmount Road, the part
Lhat abuts on his district and my
district, 1s now entirely without
water or  sewer, Now, bhere wre
two  possibilities. One ds they
will he conneclad ol g "
expense; the other 1s that Lthey
should he glven some rebate on
their taxes. Unfortunately, St.
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John's City Council has seen fit
o give only 1 percent discount
for no water, and only 1 percent
discount for no sewer, so I would
suggest Lo Lhe memper For
Waterford - Kenmeunk he look at
this and look at it gquite closely.

I have suggested to Lhe Mayor the
existing sewer line which goes out
the Kenmount Road, 1its usefulness
could bhe doubled 1if the large
industrial concerns had holding
tanks and they could pump their
affluent after midnight when
chviously the line 1is not S0
heavily used, So this would be a
possibility of getting double use
out of the same line because Lhe
cost of  doubling up that line
would Iy hoth prohibiter a e
incredibility disruptive.

So  when we do  ftalk about money
being spent on  art, we have to
say, what about Lhe olther
priorities? There has Lo ho a
trade off. So what T am saying 1s
we should try and at least develaop
an artistic consciousness, he
conscious of what we are doing.
If we are doing something, 1s 1t
going to be atkrackive, it s
going to be pleasant? We should
avoid the more gross mistakes, and
Lhere are plenty examples of gross
mistakes Lhat we have made, The
old 1s not good just bhecause it s
old, and the new 1s not good, just
because 1t 41 new.

We do  nob  want  NewFoundland to
look just Tike any other part of
Narth America. e wartk
Newfoundland to Tlook distinctive.
I do nob agree wibth the Holiday
Inn - :

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please! It dis now twenly

-

minutes Lo five.

MR. J. CARTER:
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Just to conclude, I do not agreae
with the Holiday Tnn slogan, 'the
best surprise 1is no surprise.” I
think that Newfoundland should be
a pleasant surprise for people to
visit.

Thank you.

MR. SIMMONS:
My, Speaker, on a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I was not here
we ek when the resolubion WES
called. I was going Lo do it in
ny speech hut there is no
opportunity, so by way of point of
order, T just wanted bto draw Ghe
attention of Lhe Hoi:
particularly  the mover, and b
perhaps the House lLeaders Loo, to
Lhe fact thal while T support this
motion and the amendmenlt, the form
of ik dis unusual din that it has a
private membher proposing a motion
which “involves an  expenditure of
public money. I wondered 1if the
minister would consider wording
that as having the House urging
the Minister of Culture to do
something, rather than the present
Form which clearly would authorize
the expenditure of public funds,
That 1s my point, bthe fFform oF 1t
alone.

Pn

MR. SIMMS:
My, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
he hon., I he Pyoes
Council.

todent o the

MR, STMMS

M, Speaker, clearly we did not
Uien it Uhat way  and bhat ls owhy
we proposed an amendment. Mayhe
Lhe  hom. member has not seen the
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amendment .

MR SIMMONS:
Yes, I have.

MR, SIMMS:

The amendment merely asks a review
commission bhe undertaken with bwo
objectives ., It does not commlt
the gouvarnmaent o Ay
expenditures. It asks to review
expenditures of art and culbtinral
Tactivities and so on. Keeping in
mind, 49n Ffack, the Tlast part of
the amendment clearly says, "the
results  of  the study  should be
available by the end of December,
19868, in acdvance of budget
considerations for 1989-90".

MR, SIMMONS:

But Lhe study inuolves Lhe
spending of public money, does it
not?

MR, SIMMS:

No, not really. It dis people From
the Department and some people
from the arts community. We d-id
not see that as a major concern,
but I understand what the hon.
member 1s dgeltting at. hWNe have no
problem with that anyway.

MR. SPEAKE!
T rule there is no point of ord

ar,
The hon. the member for $t. John's
Fast will c¢lose the debalbe.
The hon. bthe maembaer For S, John's

Fastl,

MR. LONG:

Thank you, Mr. Speakaer.

The hon. ©the member For - Johnrn's
Fasl would he wvery pleased Lo
close the debake and to take khe
remaining fifteen minutes or so Lo
revlew some of what has been said
by other hon. members in the last
two days of debalbe and also
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perhaps, Fo  introduce some  nNew
themes which have not been touched
upon., :

I have to say at the outset that
it is dindeed a&n honour to be able
to conclude a debate which has
occurraed For twoe days on an ilssuye
that 1s of critical Hdmportance o
many  people in this Province aricl
to myself, as one member of Lbhis
House, Lo be able btoe come Lo an
understanding that indeed all
memksars of the Hous e, if we
consider the comments made 1in the
lTast  two days, take this  dssue
very seriously. I helieve that
people have spoken in bthe last two
days from the heart and have made
a point of talking about their own
districts and the importance of
cultural activity to the quality
of l1life in wvarious areas of the
Province.

Last week, after I dintroduced the
resolution, Lthe member From Eagle
River (Mr. Hiscock) got up and
extended Further some of the
particular concerns I raised and I
Fhought made a very gdgood speech.
I might say to the member for
Fagle River T had comments of
observers in the gallery who
Ehought he  made a wvaery strong
contribution din raising a number
Gf specific points and calling For
initiatives to be taken by lthe
governmenl, ontside of  bthe process
called For in this resolution.

In particular, he talked about the
mportance of taking the sales bax
off visual art praoduced [y
Newfoundland visual artistbs, and
he also, quite correctly, called
QN the gouvarnmeint [ e Ehe
Department of Finance to put in
place & procedure by which arts
groups in this Province who are
purchasing supplies, particularly
thinking of theatre companies, but
others as well, who would be able
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to receive an  exemption on  Lhe
sales tax when they are purchasing
Fairly substantial supplies, worith
substantial amount of dollars.

I would agree with the member for
Fagle River these are two things
government could do to dindicate
its commitment e the artcs
community in this Province,
independent of the process which
presumably will begin after today
with the adoption of Lhis
resolution.

I would also want ko say that the
person to respond after the
minister for the gouvernment, the
member for Humber East (Ms Uerge),
the Minister of Justice, took Lime
to address the resolution in some
detwil, and outlined some of her
own concerns as an individual MHA,

f

and Lo bring forward concerns From
her area of Lhe Province, bhut also
Fo  ddentify  sowme  of  Lthe things
which  might be closely examined
wWith this revicw process.

It seemed Lo me Lhe member for
Humber Fast, the Minister of
Justice, demenstrabted a very clear
understanding of Lhe important
issues facing +the arts conmunity
in  this Province. I think, for
the record, iF anybody  ware to
review her remarks, she made a
very direckt contribution to the
raview  process by calling upon
some spacific issues Lhe
Stephenville Conference should
address  Ltself to and thakt Gthis
Review Commission should
investigate,

MR. FENWICK:
Tell her we still want her over
hare.,

MR. LONG:
[ particular, I think, 1b was &

very dimportant suggaestion I owill
certainly be taking to members of
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Lhe arls commmity whom T have had
consultation with din the process
of bringing this Tresolution
forward. Certainly many members
of khe arts community who live and
work in  my own district, the
historic district of 8t. John's
Fast, which d4s, of course, the
home ofr MEny Imporbant arlbs
institutions, not only the LSPU
Hall, bt a nuimber of art
galleries and a number of
associations, My own district s
a place where there 4is a Tlot of
activity in this City.

I will certainly take the message
in good faith From the minilster
that for folks in the arts
community who &re planning to be
in Stephenville at the end of
July, they have a responsibility
to this process, and 1t 4s nrot
jnst cne bednyg given ) e
Departmenl of Culture, Recreation
and Yoty Lhe Depar kmeirk of
Finance, this NewFoundland
Statisticy Agency, arnl e
minister, but that this process d4s
a two way sbtreet.

For people who are dntending Lo
participate in the Conference for
the Arts, which +ds & parallel
activity to tLhe 10th Arnnual
Stephenuille e ival, artists
should come Lo Lhat

conteraence
prepared to assishk the work of the
revlew commission by bringing
information about their Gidn
situation as dndividuals, but alzo
Lo hegin to bthink dn aduance of
Lhe conference of the Hdssues that
arg most  cimportant Lo Ehemn, S0
that, as the minister, in  his
amendment, nas Lakan Lhe
inditiative to do - I think 4t ds
quite & positive aspeck  of  Lh
proposed amendment - Lhe
Stephenuille Caonfarenca Can
Laken as one important data
galhering cccasion, dan opportunity
Lo receive dinput from artists and
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art groups across the Province.
Indeed, that event wmay be the
kickoff to what would then be a
six—-month process or so Lo produce
a final report.

I would want Lo say to the
Minister of Culture, Recreation
and Youlth (M, Butl), who I
helieve is within hearing
distance, that in giving my
agreement to the amendment, I have
really no problem with the change
as proposed. I guess, at this
point in time, I do not, myself,
see 1k really quite feasible Lo
expect such a task could bhe
undertaken and completed by July.

Parhaps it WaLSs ny original
intention to push the government
and to bring forward a sense of
urgency on this matter, and also
Lo fFocus on Lhe Stephenville
Conference and to assist the
organizers in  their efforts to
raise the profile of this dssue
that I c¢alled for the work to be
done for July, but I really have
no problem with the perspective
the minister has brought to this
resolution which 1s to say July
can he taken as one 1mportant
@vent, but there 1is going to Dbe
more time needed for the
comnission ko do dts work. Then,
of course, what I would take to be
A commitment in this amendment is
somebtihing which would he very
important i my agreaecnent Lo
accept the amendment, and that is
that the results - and I quote
from the amendment -~ "should be
available by the end of Decamber,
1988 in advance of bucdget
considerations For the 1989 90
fiscal year."

So T would assume, 1in good faith,
Lhe minisler is  making & very
clear undertaking that the Jjob of
this commission will he to produce
as thorough a report as possible,

L2583 June 1, 1988 Vol XL

given a limited time frame, but
that this will he done and
completed by the end of the year,
so that all members of Lthe arts
commurity, and, dindeed, all hon.
memhears of  the House who have
participated din this debate and,
indeed, the entire population of
Lhe Province, can bhe aware bthat
towards  bthe end of Lhe year we
will have another stage in this
debate with respect to a long-term
view Lo the development of
cultural activity in Lhis
Prouince, bhecause towards the end
o  the yeapr, Lhere will be &
report officially commissioned by
government which will produce a
survey which will then invite
Further responsae aind Further
participation and input and
Feaedback by members of Lihe arts
community and the population of
Lhe Province,

I do, Mr. Speaker, in the last fow
minutes I have, want Lo come back
Lo one dissue which has been the
topic of some recurring debate
here 1in the last couple of days.
That 1is the disposition, 4if you
will, of the Newfoundland and
Labrador Arts Council, the history
of this organization and where it
fFinds dtself right now.

Refore that, I might just, for the
record, and T guess by way of
personal appreciation For Lhre
posilbive tone of  the debale we
have had For the last fFew days,
mention some of bthe obher people
who have spokan.

The membher for Torngat Mountains
(Mr. Warren), who is nob din his
seat, gave, what I thought was a
very fair approach bto Lhis g8
in talking about his own position
A a Newfoundlander arl Lihe
particular difficulties he
somelimes faces in coming From an
area of the Province that ds
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famous for its particular and

unique accent.

The membair For Waterford
Kernmounlb (M~ Gullage) talked
about the recent debate and
developments that have happened at
Lhe wmunicipal level Hin St. John's,
and he made what I Cthought were
some gquite dmportant comments with
respect Lo the importance of
addressing arts issues on a
municipal level,

The member for Grand Falls bhrought
some new information to Lthe debate
and talked about his own personal
relationship and family
connections to many people who are
active in the arts community in
this Province, some of whom are
also close Friends of mine.
Political differerices aside, I
appreciated Lhe comnents the
member for Grand Falls made about
is own personal commitment te the
arts community in this Prouvince.

The  member for Si. Aarhe also
hrought some new dinformatin in
when he talked aboul Lhe park on
the West Coast becoming a world
heritage site, The Minister ol
Development and Tourism went much
urthaer into a historical
perspective, which I was pleased
Lo hear, because din  bthe past I
lauve made demands that the
Mints ber of Developlmernt ard
Tourism go on record and state his
personal commitment to  Lhe place
of arts and cultural activity in
bhe realm of development and
tourdsm, He did so today and I
appreciated that.

Finally, the member For Bonavislta
North, in his typical, dinimitable
Fashion, made a very, very
elogquent contribution Lo the
debate and also talked about his
own  personal connection to the
arkts community din  this Prouvince
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and to the area he represents.

I did, Mr. Speaker, with all that,

want bto say thalb 1L was qulte an
enjoyabhle experience.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudihle) .,

MR. LONG:

I am sorry! When you hegin a 1lis
like that, vyou are bound Lo i
someone, the member
Stephenville who, of course, 1is
very involved in a personal way in
the dimportant cultural

activity
that happens on. the West Coast, in
Stephenville, gave a promise that
he will be one parson,
representing the official
Opposition, who will he watching
Lhis commisslion very closely and
who will certainly he in
attendance @b Lhe Stephenuillae
conference and keaping the
miniskber honest in terms of all
the dssues that will be ralsed
there.

I did want to say that I took some
pleasuire “in sitlting 1in the House
for two days listening to a debate
which T had ‘initiated - the flilrst
opportunity 1 had to have a
private member's resolution - and
Lo see that hon. members from all
sicdes, Trom all partlies, wers ables
to come together in a very
positive way and sbaie thetr
personal and collective commibment
Lo advancing the cause of Lhe arbs

community in this Province.

I am not sure exactly how this
review commission 1 going Lo look
and how it is geing to conduct dts
work. We will see, That will be
for people 1n the arts community
Lo Lkake on, and 4t will certainly
be up to the minister to lead
through. (F nothing else, T think
the time we have btaken in the last
two  days to balk about this dssue
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has accomplished a great deal
along the lines of what I intended
to do in c¢hoosing to introduce
this issue for discussion.

With all.that said, Mr. Speaker, T
did want to come back to the dlssue
of the Arts Council and say there
is an interesting story in today's
Evening Telegram, as it “happens,
because Lhere Wa s some
disagreement among some members in
the debate last week as bto whether
or not the Arts Council, as I
suggested in the resolution, was
unable Lo Fulfill its mandate
hecause of Financial difficullies
and fiscal restraint. In today's
Evening Telegram Lhe e
Director of {the Newfoundland and
Labrador Arts Conncil, M. Paul
0O'Neil, who is the Chairman of the
Roard of Directors and noi a staff
person, and who 1s, of course, a
well ~known  Newfoundland historian
and writer, said that this session
of awarding grants for the Spring
of 1988 they are able to make more
money available than they had in
the last number of grant sessions,
"Rut we are continuing our efforts
to have government funding
increased as we are still woefully
short of fulfilling our artists'
needs . " He Was bringing us
up—-to-date din terms of what the
Arts Council has been able Lo do
in the last couple of wmonths, or
been unable to do.

T want bto, From my own reacding of
what the Arts Council has Dbeen
doing 1in the last couple of years,
just put on record to strengthen
that part of my resolution which
makes direclt reference to the Arls
Council and  look at  the grants
awardaed for the [lscal year 1287,
in which Lhey nad  two sessions,
one in the Swpring and one in the
Fall.,

Mr. Speaker, bthe total amount of
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money the arts council was able to
award for all of 1987 was a little
more than $93, 000, representing
requests from gixty-—-Four
individuals and groups. They had
receijved applications from
eighty~-sevan individuals and
groups, with a value totalling
240,111, So what we can soe 1S
that the Arts Council was able to
meet about 40 per cent of the
value of the requests it had
received, Again T would say to
the minister that this 1is not to
score polibtical points, it ds to
try an reinforce the fact that the
Arls Council has nol been able to
do the job it has been given to do
in the last number of years. I'hea
job it has to do ds a very
important one in  thak it ds the
only agency in the Province which
makes monias auailable to
individual artists, and 1t simply
has not raeceived enough Funds From
government Lo be able to do that
fFrom year Lo year.

Now, some hon. members whom I have
thanked for their contribution in
Lhe debate are now asking for the
question to be put and, din the
next minute or so, T will wrap up
wrap up. A point of order took
away a Few minutes of my time, so
I will be brief 4in concluding.

Mr. Speaker, in the last couple of
minutes I would Tike to say thal T
had been looking FfFor wmore in the
debhatae whii¢h T thimic  we  will
struggle Lo achieve once tEhis
raview commission heginsg to -do lts
work., There 1s more than Jjusl &
recognibion af Lhe @canomnic
importance of the cultural

Ty U think  many  maembers
have spoken and talked aboul LUhe
increas ing recognition @l P he
gconomic value of

cultural
activibty in thelr own aress of Lhe
Province and across the Prouvince,

but T think we must, ab Gcimnes,
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remind ourselves of the absolute
importance, on 1its own terms, of
promoting and cultivating creative
activity. Some people will make
the argument  that it cannot  be
provean Lhat cultural activity
generates a lol of new economic
activity, and some will argue
Chore 18 not & lob of new money
generated by arls aclivity.

Whether or not it can be proven,
as the resolution suggests, that
the cultural activity of bhis
Province represents an dimportant
econemic sector, it must be that
this government and all members of
the House, and society, continue
to state a fundamental commitment
to our cultural community and to
our working artists.

T would, in conclusion, juslk like
to read a motif that was adopted
when the Newfoundland and Labrador
Arts Council was established 1in
1979 by the Premier, which +the
government takes credit for, as 1t
should., The argumenk remains bhat
the aArts Council has nolt heaen able
Lo do enough. Mir. George Story,
who 1s, of course, a prominent and
waell -known and  widely recognized
Newfoundland scholar, writer,
Mistorian, s Ethe aukhoer of  the
quote  which has  bheen used ever
since  Beneakth  the Tlogo of  the
Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council, It reads. "Tt is  our
creabive ability that ensures our
survival as a recognizable people
and culture and ernables us, also,
o contribute to bthe enrichment of
Lhe nation of which we faorm a
distinctive part." Perhaps, Mr,
Speaker, with that quote from Mr,
George Story I wmight come to my
conclusion of Lhe dehate. I
thank all hon. members For their
participation and Jlook forward bto
having Ffurther consultations wikh
the minister on this process once
it begins. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Ts the House raacdy For the
gquestion?

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Qs

On motion, amendment carried,

On motion, resolution as amended,
carried,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hown. the
Council.

President of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I asked yegkerday 1F
I could have just a second haefore
the House adjourns.

I wish o advise hon. menbers that
on Thursday and Friday of this
week we will be continuing on wibkh
legislation on the Order Paper.

MR. SPEAKER:
The House stands adjourned unbil
tomorrow, Thursday, at 2:00 p.nm.
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