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The House met at 10:00 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. BRETT:
Mr. Speaket.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.,

MR. BRETT:

Mr . Speaker, I would like to
inform Lhis hon. House Loday Lthatl
the Department of Municipal
Affairs has approved special

operating grants totalling
$946,008 for the town of Windsor.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BRETT:

If I were playing politics, Mr.
Speaker, I would have said %1
million, because 1t is only a few
dollars short of %1 million.

These funds will be dispersed
during the municipal calendar
years of 1988, ($186,367), 1989
($178,073), 1990 ($190,169), 1991
($185,501), and 1992 (%$205,898).
These funds are to assist the
municipality in meeling the
projected operating deficits of
the council during that five year
period, resulting from the
provision of hasic municipal
services to the residents.

Mr . Speaker, these special
operating grants arge to be paid in
addition to the grants and
subsidies already being provided
to the municipality at the present
time, with provision For the
payment of these amounts to be
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made in the annual current account
estimates of the Department of
Municipal Affairs in the five
government fiscal years from 1989
to 1993,

Mr. Speaker, my department feels
that the necessary funding for the

Lown of Windsor is important
because of the financial condition
with respect Lo the operating

deficit of the municipality.

Mr. Speaker, it has taken some
time to arrive al these figures.
They were not pulled out of a
hai: . There have been a lob of
meetings and planning with the
town of Windsor, and it was only
after a lot of planning and a lot
of meetings Lhak we did arrive at
these figures.

We asked the town of Windsor to do
certain things in order to get
this money, and I would 1like to
list some of Lthe things:

The town of Windsor has been asked
to economize where possible, and
attempt to dincrease dit's local
revenues . The financial situation
of the town will be reviewed by
the Department of Municipal
Affairs at the end of the five
year period to determine if
further special operating grants
are required, having regard to the
status at the time of the possible
amalgamation wikh the town of
Grand Falls.

Finally, M, Speaker, and more
importantly, the Department of
Municipal Affairs will dimmediately
conduct: a detailed study to

determine the costs of upgrading
the municipal infrastructure 1in
the town of Windsor to bring
services up to a normal standard.

Mr,  Speaker, while I am on my
feet, and so that the people of
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the Province will know that there
is more than one town, this 1is not
the only municipality in the
Province where we have Lo give
special grants 1in order to keep
them going, Windser did get a
special grant Tlast year, and there
was an amount 1included in this
year's bhudget, bhut the statement I
just read advises the House that
for Windsor it will be a long-term
thing, over a five year period.

There are two other municipalities
which get large grants in order to
survive: One 1s Wabana, and for
the last several years, I do not
know how far back 1t goes, mayhe
ten years, they have been getting
$160,000 a year to survive, We
have also had to assist the Town
of Buchans, Mr. Speaker. I think
it goes back to 1986, and they get
a special operating grant of
$100, 000.

So hon. members on both sides of
the House can see that it dis not
easy ko keep all these
municipalities going,
municipalities which have suffered
an ecomonical sethack for whatever

reason. They do nol have fhe {fax
base and, of course, gouvernment
accepts its moral and legal

responsibility and duty to see
tLhat these towns can opaerate.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I am sure the people
of the Town of Windsor will be
grateful to government For
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providing them with these funds,
and for agreeing to provide the
funds 1in the future. It dis  an
answer, but it (s an answer not to
the problem; it ds treating the
consequences and nol getking down
to the root cause of the problem;
it 1s the equivalent of pulbting
the municipality an welfare
perpetually. And this s what is
wrong with it din principle, even
though the town neceds 1t. It is a
simple answer: just give them the
Fair share of the tax revenue that
their incomes and expenditures and
activitcies generate instead of
lTetting it all go to that part of
that community which happens to be
in the district of the hon. the
member for Grand Falls (Mr. Simms).

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

And this d1is what ds wrong with
it. They are nokt treating, Mr.
Speaker, the basic problem, and
Lhat is what this government

should be doing in this case.
llowever, as soon as we change the
government, after the next
election, we will assure Windsor
of fairness and balance and we
will assure theoem -

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

- that they will have fairness and
balance with dignity and
self-respect and they will not be
treated to the dignominy of having
to accept what is essentially
municipal welfare. Even thougn I
have to say I have no doubt the
people ofF Windsor will be grateful
for the bit of help, they will be
insulted that government 1is not
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really treating the problem which
would allow them to continue to
prosper as a municipality, with
dignity and self-respect, as they
are entitled to do. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Sit. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

We regrel we did not have a copy
of the statement to look at some
of the debtails the minister has
presented, but we note the
minister acknowledged, when he
opened his statement, that because
he was on his feel and dealing
with politics, he would round the
dollar fiqure off to $1 mill-dion.
Well, it 1is quite clear by the
manner of the presentation that
obviously the Minister of
Municipal Affairs comes in quite
regularly and denies and decries
the fact that members opposite are
alleging political dinvolvement -in
the allocation of grants. By the
mere act of the announcement
today, a week aflter we saw a whole
load of municipal grants, in which
we singled oulb a town that happens
to be in the district just
recently kaken by the Leader of
the Opposition, the minister 1is
obuiously committed Lo playing
politics with the distribution of
these grants.

Now, T am not sure whelther he s
nodding in the general direction

of the efforts of the Leader of
the Opposition doing a good Job
representing his distirict, or
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promising the Mayor of Windsor
that if he stays involved with the
govermnent party, he will be able
to promise his constituents more
from the Minister of Municipal
Affairs. I think the manner din
which the minister made his
announcements, both last week and
today, will clearly give members
of the Opposition, and also
everybody in this Province, the
right to say that the distribution
of municipal Funding in this
Province is clearly a politically
loaded operation and Lthe minister
shows 1t in good fashion by making
announcements the way he has this
morning.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries,

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
report today that +the Fisheries
lLoan Board enjoyed an extremely

successful year during 1987-88.
Board officials have prepared
statistical information which

clearly indicates an unprecedented
level of activity for the 1987-88
fiscal year.

Under the Direct lLoan Program the
Board experienced a 48 per cent
increase 1in activity for a total
of 1,151 approvals compared to 778
approvals For the preceding fiscal

year. This dincrease equates Tto a
66 per cenlt increase in the dollar
value of 1loan amounts. This past

year's total under the Direct Loan
Program was approximately $10.4
million compared to approximately
$6.3 millien in the 1986-87 fiscal
yedar.

Activity undeir the Rank Loan
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Guarantee Program increased by an
enormous 600 per cent from the
previous fiscal year. Sixty-three
loans were approved under this
program compared Lto nine loans for
1986-87. In this case, the
increase in numbers related Lo an
814 per cent dncrease in the
dollar wvalue of Joan amounts, as
there was $2.05 million approved
in 198687 compared Lo $18.8
million for last year.

The category of bank loans which
experienced the moslt significant
increase in activity was for
construction of boats greater than

thirty-five feet, of the
sixty-three bank loans approved in
1987-88, thirty-five were to

finance the construction of boats
greater than thirty-five feet
compared to two approvals for the
construction of similar boats 1in
the previous fiscal year. For the
construction of large boats the
increase in numbers results 1in a
staggering 1500 per cent dincrease

in the cdollar value of loan
amounts, as there was $1.06
million approved in 1986-87

compared to $15.5 million last
year.

Mr. Speaker, activity under the
Roard's bounty programs also
experienced a substantial dincrease
in 1987-88. The Board's bounty
programs apply to LI vessel

construction of both large and
small categories, and rebuilding
or repair of larger type bhoats.

Under the Board's rebuilding and
repair bounty program last year
there were thirteen permits
approved amounting to $330,810,
compared to ten permits approved
amounting to $213,000 for 1986-87.

With respect to the small boat
bounty program, 254 permiks for
small vessel construction -
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vessels less than thirty-five feet
- were 1issued compared to 210
permits 1in 1986--1987. The total
small boat bounty paid in
1987 1988 was $407,535, compared
to $229,000 the previous year.

Under the Board's large hoat
hounty program nineteen permits
for large vessel construction -
vessels over Lhirty  five feel -
were 1issued as opposed to three

perimits Llssued in 1986-1987. The
total large boat bounty paid din
1987--1988 was $1.9 million

compared to $218,000 for the year
before.

With respect to the future outlook
for large vessel construction, the
Board 1is aware of an additional
twenty-five pending permits for
vessel construction starkts in the
foreseeabhle future,

Mr. Speaker, when we look at the
outgoing funds Lthrough both the
lending and bounty programs, we
have to give consideration to the
repayment of outstanding loan
accounts. In this area, there has
been a substantial dincrease 1in
repayment activity, much of which
can, no doubt, can be attributed
Lo ‘the RBoard's assignment of the
CATCH Program. To March 1h, 1988,
the Board has already received
approximately $9.7 million in
accounl reductions compared ko
total account reductions 1in the
entire 1986 1987 fiscal year of
$6 .4 million.

The builders of both large and
small vessels were very busy in
the 1987-1988 fiscal year and

continue to be din the current
year, There are tweluve approved
fibreglass boat builders and eight
large steel and woodean boat

builders presently in the Province
who currently emplcy approximately
350 persons.
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Mr. Speaker, I believe these
figures clearly indicate a renewed
confidence in our fishing dindustry
by the fishermen of Newfoundland
and Labrador. The dincrease 1in
activity surrounding the Fisheries
Loan Board 1s clearly dindicative
that the fishery of this Province
remains a vital and rapidly
growing sector of our provincial
economy.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

M, Speaker, I think the
minister's statement this morning,
and some of the very impressive
Figures he announced, once again
indicates +the importance of the
Fisheries lLoan Board. The Board
has now become big business 1in
terms of the amount of wmoney ifhey
are handling and disbursing to
various fishermen.

Mr. Speaker, I think that also
points out the need for this
government to dimpress upon its
counterpart in Ottawa the need to
take a second look at some of the
federal government's licencing
policies with respect to wvessel
construction, and also, of course,
it points out the need, given the
fact that we now have a large
number of our fishermen who are
going din debt for considerable
amounts of money, for government
to maybhe better manage the
resource in order to proteclt the
interest of our small boat inshore
fishermean.

We all know, Mr. Speaker, that in
the past two or three years the
Fishing industry +in Newfoundland,
especially the inshore fishing
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sector, has been anything but
sakisfactory. We all know, of
course, that the reason the
inshore fishery s continuing to
fail can be attributed, to a large
extent, +to the mismanagement of
the fishery on the part of the
Federal government.

We have cases, Mr. Speaker, where
some of the smaller boat fishermen
cannot now obtain sufficient Fish
to pay their expenses, I would
strongly suggest to the minister
that he should, maybe -~ and I am
sure he has but I would again
request him - to seriously
consider making auen stronger
representation to his federal
counterpart to have a second look
at the licencing policies of the
Federal government, and also to
impress upon the minister and his
Federal counterparts the need for
a better and more practical
fisheries managemenl: plan fFor the
Atlantic area.

Mr. Speaker, we all know what has
happened to the dnshore fishery.
We know that, I believe it was in
198G, for example, approximately
99 per cent of the total offshore
effort was concentrated on the Ltwo
banks that feed the inshore
fishery, the Funk Island Banks and
the Northern Grand Banks. Only
after, I presume Lhe government
and members of the Opposition and
the trade, the industry, objected
to what was happening, did the
1987 management plan, I believe it
was, announce that they were going
Lo diverse the fishing effort - a
third would be concentrated on the
Funk Tsland Banks, a Gthird on the
Northern Grand Banks, and a third
on the Hamilion Ranks. That was a
good move, but, Mr. Speaker, given
the facl that the +dinshore fish
stocks have not dncreased to any
greal extenl, maybe they should go
a little further and disbhurse the
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efforts still further, and lessen
the fishing concentration on the
banks on which the inshore sector
of the Newfoundland tfishery
depends.

Mr. Speaker, again I have a lot of
good Ehings Lo say  aboul the
Fisheries lLoan Board. I know the

difficulties under which they
operate. I would 1like to hear
From Lthe minister, Lhough, some
time on the leasing policy he
announced two or Lhree years ago,
where boats were being leased. In
Fact, thal 1is nol a new policy.

Tt was a policy tEthat was put in
place back in the 1970s to
facilitate fishermen who, through
no fault of their own, could not
find the necessary downpayment.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:
Yes, Mr. Speaker.

In conclusion, Mr . Speaker, I
would ask the minister to give us
an accounting sometime of the
SUCCE@SS or otherwise of their
leasing program.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, we welcome the
contents of the statement by the
minister, In fact, I suppose the

minister and the staff of  his
department are to be congratulated
for some of +the good works they
are doing. Butk I have a
particular problem I would like to
bring to the minister's attention,
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which I am not sure he is aware
of. Given the expansion of .the
amount of activity going on
through the Loan Board, I am not
sure whether the minister realizes

perhaps other members are aware
- that the staff at the Loan Board

are quite overworked. T mean,
this growth in the amount  of
actiivity means that there mmust be
a concurrent growth in the amount

of resources avalilable in he

department.

Now, in particular, this week I
have been trying Lto speed up a
process whereby a fisherman, who
f'ishes out of the historic fishing
community of Quidi Vdidi, has had a
loan approved by the Board but has
been able to get no dndication
that he will be able to receive

his cheque through the
Comptroller's section of the
department because there is an
incredible backlog. He has an

arrangement made to purchase a
boat to persecute the caplin
fishery, and he is watching the
weather every day wondering how
close he is to the caplin fishery,
but is not abhle to gel any
guarantee that his loan, which has
been approved, 1s going to come
through within a matter of a
couple of weeks.

Now, in speaking with officials in
the department, T understand that
it 1s not Jjust this gentleman,
whom [ have been representing, but
perhaps hundreds of people who are
in  that situation. S50 T would
simply say to the minister, and I
am glad to have the opportunity to
respond in a specific fashion,
that given Lhe expansion of this
activity, given the urgency when
the season is aboubk to be upon us,
there has to be more assistance
for those people who are doing
such good work putting in place
these statistics that Lthe minister
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can come in and take due credit
for. So I hope the minister will
Lake that suggestion in good Faith
and we can Jook forward to seeing
more resources in the lLoan Board
Office and, in particular, 1in the
Comptroller's section. Thank you,
Mr . Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Before calling for Oral Questions,
I would 1like +to welcome to the

galleries sixty-five Grade IX
students with their three
teachers, Peggy Dunphy, Jackie

Tilley, and Norm Hickey, from
Assumption Junior High in Avondale.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I  would also like to welcome
thirty -Ffour Grade VU to VI students
with their two teachers, Beltty
Barron and Patrick Gear, Ffrom St
Regis Flementary School, Fox
Harbour.

SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Mount Scio
- Bell Island.

MR. BARRY:

M. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Municipal Affairs
(Mr. Brett). I would 1like to ask
the minister whether in the
allocation of priorities for
municipal Funding this year he was
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aware of the municipality of
Paradise and the problems ‘that
that municipalily was having, and
specifically with respect Lo
conltamnination of wells and ditches
in the area of Paradise Road, and
Pleasantview Avenue off Paradise
Road?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:
Maybe not specifically, M~
Speakeaer, because that type of

problem is prevalent all over the
Province, as other members have
indicated here over the last few
days. But I am sure that I was
apprised of it sometime during the
last Four or Five months.

MR. BARRY:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Mount Scio - Rell
Island.

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, T would Tlike to ask
the minister dis he aware that in
that particular area of Paradise,
whereas four of twelve homes on
Pleasantview Avenue that had wells
contaminated by human waste and
sewage last year, this year eight
of the twelve homes had their
water supply polluted, that there
is raw sewage 1in the ditches that
is a hazard to children playing in
the area, and that household pets
are bringing this material into
the homes? And would the minister
indicate whether, 1in fact, there
are higher priorities in the
allocaltion of wmoney Ffor water and
sewer  than the health of the
residents of bkhe Prouvince?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, my answer would have
to be the same. There 1is nothing
unigque about that situation. It is
an absolutely terrible situation
when these sorts of things occur.
But I have +to advise the hon.

membher that: it is, again,
happening all over the Province,
maybe Lo varying degrees. Mayha
it is exceptionally bad in
Paradise. I have not personally

seen that. But again I repeat, in
all probability somebhody has
brought it to my attention and I
haye been aduisad of similar
situations in other parts of the
Province,

In terms of priority, Mr. Speaker,
it is wvery difficult to priorize,
I guess, when you have that
situation existing din different
parts of the Province. It is fine
to say priorize, but you can only
priorize so much according o the
dollars and cents +that you have
available.

MR. BARRY:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, +the hon.

the member for Mount Scio -~ Bell
Island.

MR. BARRY:

M, Speaker, realizing the

minister is new Lo Lhe department
and there are many problems around
the Province khat have to be dealt
with, I ask the wminister dis he
aware that when the United
Nations, or other World Health or
aid groups, look alb assistance to
third world countries, one of
their first priorities 1is to try
and ensure that there 1is potable,
drinkable water available to the
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residents of these countries? I
ask the minister, as I indicated
in my letter which was delivered

to him yesterday, 1 helieve,
whetbher the minister would
consider meeting with the

residents, and particularly the
town council of Paradise, with a
view to seeing, even if only on an,
emergency basis, whether something
could bhe done for the municipality
of Paradise ko ensure Lthat at
least  the standards of a third
world country are applied to this
municipality within Lthe minister's
responsibility?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, this government, and
the department that I represent in
particular, is very cognizant of

the need to supply potable
drinking water, proper sewerage
disposal and all that sort of
thing. That 1s why, & few days
ago, I stood here and anncunced

programns amounting to in excess of
$42 million. Unfortunately, it
was not enough but it was
certainly a good chunk out of this
year's budget.

I am always happy to meet with any
council, Mr. Speaker, whether it
be Paradise or anybody else. I am
doing 1t all day long. There is
nothing strange about that,

MR. WELLS:
M, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The non. the
Opposition.

Leader  of  the

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, T have a question for

the hon. the Minister of
Mansportation (Mr. Doyle). Now
No. 53 R2860



that everybody knows that an
agreement in principle has been
reached on the c¢losure of the
railway in this Province, will the
government indicale to Lhe lHouse
whether they dintend to provide an
opportunity FfFor full public debate
on the terms and conditions that
are agreed upon For the closure of
the railway before dimplementing
any terms of the agreement?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Mindister of
Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:

Mr Speaker, this i1s the <same

question that the member and other
hon. members opposite, have been
asking for quite some time now,
and the same answer 1s no less
applicable today than whabt it was
when I answered the question back
a month, Lo months or three
months ago. Talks have been
ongoing bektween the Province, the
federal government, and CN with
respect to the disposal of the
Newfoundland Railway. If and when
a declision 1s made on Lthaik, Mr.
Speaker, appropriate announcements
will be wmade and all members of
the House will be duly informed.

MR, WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Has the government gives its
approval or failed to object to CN
already taking steps to dimplement
such an agreement by failing to
maintain the rolling stock and the
roadbed of the railroad in this
Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the

Minister of
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Transporltation.

MR. DOYLE:

Well again, Mr., Speaker, I do not
think it is very appropriale for
me to stand here today and talk
aboul current negot.iations Lhat
are underway with the federal
governmant. I have absolutely no
intention of talking din that vein
at: all because 1t 1s Just not
appropriate, Mr., Speaker. As T
indicated before, when
negotiations have reached the
stage where a successful agreement
has been completed, all members
will be informed.

MR. DECKER:

Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr . Speaker, my question 1s also
for the Minister of
fransportation. The minister will

know that there used to be signs
all along the Trans-Canada Highway
saying that the fine for littering
was $100.

MR. DOYLE:
I cannot hear you.

MR. DECKER:
That 1is your colleague's fault,
not mine, Mr. Minister.

Drivers could now assume that it
is perfectly legal to throw litter
on the sides of +the roads. All
those open spaces could be for
throwing empty bottles and chicken
hoxes and 50 on. Will the
minister explain to the House why
the anti-litter signs were removed
from the Trans-Canada Highway, as

well as all up the Northern
Peninsula and all ACross the
Prouvince?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the

Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, it might be difficult
for the hon. memher to believe,
but not more than half an hour ago
I had a discussion with officials
in my department on that wvery
issue, in response to a letter
which I received from the Cubs and
Scouts in my own district, in
Holyrood, which birought up that

very same point. We do have some
signs in various parts of the
Province which point ok Lhe
minimum and maximum fines

assocliated with spreading litter
around the Province, especially
along the Trans-Canada HNighway. [
would like to dinform the hon.
member, as well, that within the
next couple of weeks we have a new
policy being put in  place in
conjunction with the Departments
of Development, Transportation and

Municipal Affairs, which will
address the whole problem of
signhage between St. John's and

Port aux Basques. One of the
things that will be taken into
consideration 1s the provision of
appropriate signs which point out
the minimum and max imum fines
which will be associated with
litter, and other matters
pertaining to sighage.

MR. DECKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

n supplementary, the hon . the
membher for Lthe Strail of Belle
Isle.

MR. DECKIIR:
That 1s what T call action, Mr,
Speaker, even if il 1is retiroactive.

I asked the minister when he is
planning to put those signs up,
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will he also consider having trash
cans put along the Trans-Canada,
and ensure that they are picked up
and dumped, not just an extra
something to find 1its way out to
the side of the road? So while he
is putting the signs up, why not
go all of the way and put the
trash cans in place and arrange to
have them picked up. Because in
Lhe past they were just thrown out
on the side of the road, out in
the gqutter with the bottles and
their chicken boxes.

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation,

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

I am sure the hon. memher will
appreciate, Mr. Speaker, that it
would be very difficult indeed for
my department to ensudre that trash
cans are placed along the sides of
the Trans-Canada Highway between
St. John's and Port aux Basques.
That will be a very, very
difficult thing to undertake
indeed. But in place of that what
the department is currently doing
and will be doing within the next
month or so 1s employing some
students from various parts of the
Province who will he engaged in a
clean -up  or anti-litter campaign
for approximately a two month
period. Tt occurs every yedar, as
a matter of fact. But its a good
poinl that the hon. member makes
and we will certainly take it dinto
considerat:ion,

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to direct a queslion
to the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Windsor), and gk relates Lo
visiting foreign military
personnel 1in  Goose Bay and the
request to have them exempted from
retail sales lax, similar Lo Lhe
treatment that the Canadian Armed
Forces have in European countiries,
or NATO allied countries.

Would the minister say what
government's policy i1s regarding
retail sales exemptions for

foreign military on temporary duty
in Goose Bay?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, our policy 1s wvery
clear. Any dtems purchased 1in
this Province that are taken
outside of the Province wikhin a
thirty day period are eligible for
a btax exemption on application by
that person, provided the tax paid
is a minimum, T think, of $12.

That applies particularly to
Ltourists who come into our
Province. Tt was an initiative
that we introduced, I think about
three years ago, which has
benefit:ted remendously the

tourism industry of our Province.
But persons from Foreign countries
residing in Goose Bay purchasing
goods to be taken out of the
Province within thirty days are
fully entitled to make application
and are eligible for this
exemption of retail sales tax as
well., It is simple.

MR. KELIAND:
A supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Naskaupi.
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MR. KELLAND:

The minister is missing the
point. In socmwe dinstances, Mr

Speaker, the visiting military are
there for a considerable period of
time, and we are talking about
possible purchases of vehicles and
things of that nature. Will the
minister confirm whether or not
the provincial government
originally agreed to the request
to have them exempted from retail
sales tax on purchases, and that
this was later changed because of
representation From the Minister
responsible for Northern
Development (Mr, Warren), who
caused the government to change
their minds?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:
The short answer to that question

is no, M, Speaker. It is
nonsense. Government's policy has
been very clear and very

consistent. Howavear, we cdo have
requests from people 1in the area
that are being looked at, and we
will consider them in the fullness

of timne. The hon. gentleman
refers to automobiles. There have
been incidents reported to me
where people purchased automobiles
and askad Lo have thvein tax
exempt. The fact of the matter is

they are and they will be for some
Lime driving those automobiles in
this Province and therefore they
are entitled to pay taxes on them,
the same as anybody else.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member For Naskaupi,
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MR. KELLAND:

What we are asking for, Mr .
Speaker, is treatment equal to
what our Canadian Armed Forces get
in, say, West Germany, where they
do get tax exemptions. Does the
minister realize that if the
exemption is not granted to
visiting military - we are not
talking about the Canadian Armed
Forces, hut wvisiting military
not only will 41t result in the
loss of tax revenue but will also
result in the loss of local
sales? Because bthese people will
huy their products somewhere else,
likely outside the Province, does
he realize the resulting loss 1in
sales may in effecl resull in loss
of jobs in Happy Valley-Goose Bay?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance,

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, T am aware Lhat fthat
possibility may exist because that
charge has been made. Perhaps
there 1s a difficulty there and we
are looking at that.

What I intend to ensure, M.
Speaker, is that we do not
discriminate against
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
for the benefit of people from
other countries.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. 1.ONG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKFER:
The hon. the member for St.
Fast.

John's
MR. I.ONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I put a question to the Minister
of Social Services (Mr. Tobin).
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Tl concerns Lthe announcement in
the last couple of days by _the
Federal Health Minister (Mr. Jake
Epp) concerning a new program, a
new initiative launched hy the
federal government in which they
will be making up to $40 million
available to address the very
serious problem of domestic
violence and violence against
women in the home.

T wonld like +to ask could the
Minister of Social Services give

some indication Aas to Lhe
intentions of this government in
being able to have access to bhese

Funds, with particular reference
to  Lthe Province's responsibility
to provide grants for operating
assistance in order to be able Lo
avail of any of these federal
moniaes?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Speakear, we do have some
limited material and dinformation
as 1t relates to the question that
the hon. gentleman just asked.

They made available approximately
$40 million +o approximately five
departments of government, of
which the largest portion, Mr .
Speaker, is coming from CMHC, $22
million, that will directly he
inuolved in the physical
structure, and Lhe operations of
that will have to be borne by some
other agency, whether 1l be the
provincial government or someone

else.

Mr. Speaker, that announcemenbt was
only made two days ago, so  we
obviously have not formed any
official position as 1t relates to
that.
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MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Eastl.

MR. LONG:

Mr-. Speaker, we appreciate the
answer by bthe Minister of Soclial
Services in which he says that the
governmenl has not Formulated iis
position.

Perhaps, I could put a
supplementary Lo the Minister

responsible for the Status of
Wommen (Mr. Simms), who has Jjust
come from a meeting with his
federal and provincial
counterparts ACross the country
addressing pay equity and day
care, and praesumably this
important initiative by Ehe
federal government.

Could ¢the minister give us some
indication whether the Province is
going to put wmonies up front to

assist the present three
transition centres the government
Funds, ancl é fourth one in
Labrador West, which are in
desperate need of operating

funds? In order for the Provinces
to take advantage of this new
program the federal government is
of Fering, the Ffederal government
is asking for a Financial
commnitment.  fFrom the provinces to
hegin with.

MR, SPFAKER:
e hon. the
Council.

Presicdent of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, I thank the hon.
member for his question.
Obviously the specific question
about funding Ffor the existing
facilities dis more appropriately
directed to the Minister of Social
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Services, However, not to pass
the buck, we did have a small
briefing at the federal -
provincial ministers' meeting
yesterday in Quebec City related
o this pariticular matter and this
particular issue. I believe the
program, whilsl  Lthere has been
some criticism that 1t does not
contain a large amounlt of money
and is not large enough to address
all the problems, 16 certainly is
a significant and important
iniktiative on the part of the
federal government. We, as a
provincial. government, I think
would be most interested in
involuing ourselves in any way
that we can.

As the Minister of Social Services
has just said, we have not yet
formally taken a position on the
issue, but we intend to. If we
had more revenue, of course, we
could probably take the position
at any time we wanted, any
specific +dinstance. If we did not
have people in this Legislature
who were e} opposed Lo
Newfoundland's case with respect
Lo the Upper Chiurchill, and with
respect to the offshore -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SITMMS;

~ and with respect to The Water
Reversion Acl, and with respect to
the recall initiative that we
undertook, then perhaps we would
have more revenue and I would be
able Lo answer Lhe question
directly, vyes, which dis what the
hon. member would like to hear.

MR. LONG:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for St. John's East.
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MR. LLONG:

I would like to ask the minister:
In view of the Fact fhat in the
district of Menihek there dis a
transitlion house run by volunteers
which may be forced to close, and
in view of the fact that in my own

district the Kirby House
transition center in St. John's is
projecting up to a $100,000

deficit, will the minister today
give a signal to the women who are
doing the front line work in the
transition houses that this
government has a commitment to
access new federal monies because
it will put its own monies, 1in the
way of additional operating
grants, up Ffront? That 1s what
the women who are working there
and the women who are availing of
these services need to hear.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMSG:
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member need

not gel: aggressive or nasty. He
could ask the question in a
sensible and orderly fashion. The
announcement of the program only
took place two days ago, T

thought the hon. member was a bit
more sensible than that.

MR. MITCHELL:
He has a reputation for being
disorderly.

MR. SIMMS:

Yes ., I understood the hon. member
is usually well prepared for
things, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MITCHELL:
The member has a reputation for
violence.,

MR. STMMS:
M. Speaker, this government has
shown Jjkts commitment to improuving
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the rights of women, equality for
women and all the other kinds of
things associated with
improvements for women, including
the establishment of equal pay for
work of gqual value issue,
including the establishment of the
Women's Policy Offdice, dincluding
the establishment of the
Provincial Advisory Council on the
Status of Women, including funding
for transition houses, dncluding
all kinds of initiatives, Mr
Speaker, and we will address this
issue in the same responsible kind
of way that we have addressed all
the others that T just talked
about,

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister
of Finance. Fnshrined in the
Constitution is the statement that
equalization payments will ensure
that provincial governments have
sufficient revenues to prouvide

reasonably comparabhle levels of
public services at reasonably
comparable levels of taxation. In

the equalization formula Lthat is
applied to this Province as well
as other provinces, however, there
is absolutely no consideration
given to the difficulty of
providing municipal services 1in a
Province 1like Newfoundland and as
a result we are getting ripped off
hundreds of millions a year, Mr,
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

The hon. member 1is now making a
speech so I ask him Lo direct his
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question.

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, it 1s & necessary
background For Lthe Minister of
Finance to answer the question.
My quesktion to the minister 1is:
Bearing in mind the fact that we
are getting ripped off for
hundreds of millions of dollars a
year because of this oversight,
what dis the minister presently
doing to ensure that we gel some
of this money hack in the next
year or so?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr, Speaker, T Ethank the hon.
gentleman for his question. It is
nice to see that somebody over
there has some concern about
Newfoundland. Tt 1s Lkoo bad his
leader is more concerned for the
people of Quebec.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

Perhaps 1if we had some of the
money that his Jeader gave away to
Quebec, Mr. Speaker, we would not
be worried about equalization, we
would be paying Quebec.

MR. RAKER:
Answer Lhe quesbtion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:
Maybe his leader would like to
answer for that, Mr. Speaker.

MR. BAKER:
He will.

MR. WINDSOR:
The only thing he has not done 1is
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spoken French yet in this House of
Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon.
gentleman for the question. He
got it from the information that I
provided to the Opposition last
week, quite a bit of 4it, 1in fact,
axplaining fully the equalization
system. He knows exactly the
answer to the question but he is
asking it anyway. The fact of the
matter s there are Lhirty-seven
items that are involved here in
determining  low  egualization is
paid across Canada, Mr. Speaker,
and khat is  just one of them.
Obuiously, there dis consideration
givan fFor A whole range of
factors. You cannot possibly deal
with every item that would have an
impact on the financial position
of the Province hut over the years
it is a very complicated issue, as
this hooklet that T gave the
Opposition shows very clearly.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I do not have the booklet.

MR. WINDSOR:

Well, your leader has  1t. T
realize he keeps stuff to himself
and does not share it with you,
but it was provided to your
leader. T he was as  denerous
with information to his colleagues
as he dis giving dinformation to
Quebec, then maybe you would bhe &
11t tle bit betiter off over there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

The fact of Lthe matter 1s, Mr.
Speaker, it dis a very complicated
Formula. It attempts to take into
consideration everything that can
impact on the economy. If the
hon. gentleman does not understand
this document, I am sure he leader
does not, and I am not sure I do,
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M-, Speaker. It is a very
complicated issue.

MR. BAKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Gander,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, obuiously he does not
understand what this 1is all about
himself.

Is the minister aware that of
these thirty-seven dtems none of
them, not one single 1item, takes
into account the difficulty of
providing nunicipal services in
this Province? Is he also aware
that not one of +them takes 1into
consideration the basic Tlevel of
services Lhat exists in this
Province? Will he now admit that
this is in  contravention of the
constitution of 1982, where we are
guaranteecd that we will gel enough
equalization to provide comparable
levels of service?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr., Speaker, I am aware that the
system does take into account

provincial local property tax
revenue, which does impact on the
ability of municipalities to
finance themselves, Tt does take

into account personal dncome tax;
business dincome revenue; capital
tax revenues ; general and
miscellaneous sales taxes; btobacco
tax;, gasoline tax,; diesel fuel;
non—-commercial vehicle Ticense;
commercial vehicles 1license; sale
of spirits; sale of wine; sale of
heer; hospital and medical care
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insurance premiums; forestry
revanue ; new oil revenues, Mr.
Speaker; o0il revenues from new oil

reference prices; old oil
revenues; heavy 0il revenues ;
mined oil revenues; domestically
sold natural gas reyenues ;
exported natural gas; sales of
Crown leases; other o1l and gas
revenues; mineral resources, 1iron;

mineral resources, uranium;
mineral resourcas, ashastoes;
mineral resources, coal,; water
power rentals, Mr. Speaker. It

takes that dnto account. That is
an interesting one, Mr. Speaker,

water power rentals; payroll
taxes; insurance premium  Laxes,

lottery revenues, miscellaneous
provincial Tocal taxes and
revenues; miscellaneous taxes and
revenues From the local level, Mr.
Speaker; and shared revenues from
of fshore activikies. We dintend to
get much more revenue From
of fshore activity than we get trom
Hydro.

MR. RAKER:
N final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Will the minister admnit his
incompetence in this issue, sel up
a committee to study this obvious
inequity that we are not being
provided with what we are
guaranteed under the Constitution,
Will the minister now at least
look at it to see and understand
for himself that we are missing
hundreds of millions of dollars a
year? Quebec recently got another
$1 billion given them in spite of
the fFfackt they get $3 billion 1in
equalization. What is he doing Lo
get something for this Province
ancl Lo get the Minister of
Municipal Affairs out of Lthe spot
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he is in now?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr . Speaker, T am entering into
negotiations with Quebec to get
back the $1 hill-ion Lhat the
Leader of the Opposition gave away.

S0MI HON.
Hear, heanr!

EMBERS:

MR. W. CARTER:
M, Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate,

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, my question 1is to the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr.
Rideout). I wonder is the
minister in a position now to tell
the 1long suffering people of St.
Lawrence and Lawn what time they
can expect some action on getting
their fish plants reopened?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR, RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, the minister and the
memher for the area, all of us
have been actively pursuing a

Finalization ofF the situation
facing the people of St. Lawrence
and lLawn since Monday. Progyreaess

is being made, and that is all I
can say at Lhe moment:,

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Twillingate.
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MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Speaker, I wonder can the
minister then tell the House
without deluing too deeply into
negotiations, whether or not an
operator is about to be put in
place in that plant? The people
in St. Lawrence, Mpr. Speaker, are
wondering what 1s going on, and I
think they have a right to know.
Can he tell the House 1if +they are
negotiating wi i h A specitic
operator who more than likely will
be pub in place in that plant to
operale 117

MR. SPEAKER:
Fhe hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOQOUT:

M Speaker, representatives of
the Town Council of St. Lawrence,
the union and other groups have
been told in confidence what has
heen happening, they have been
briefed in confidence as to the
progress that has been made *to
date, and they are fully aware of
where we are at this moment.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wember For Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

M~ Speaker, my question is Lo the

President of Treasury Board. It
i in connection with the tenders
that were called fFor the

evalnakion of the Department of
Social Services and the Department
of Public Works and Services.
Those tenders have been awarded.
Would the President of Treasury
Board tell us how much that tender
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was awarded for and who got the
Lender?

MR. STMMS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I would be happy to
take the question as notice Lo gek
the specific details of the
question. But I will do that for
the hon. member.

MR. EFFOQORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, every Lime T ask a
question nobody seems to know the
answei . lLel ne Say that Lhe
Lender awarded to Clarkson Gordon
was For $476,000 plus expenses.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FFFORD:

My supplementary is to the
Minister of Social Services. Does
this evaluakion mean - T wank it
confirmed - that there is going to
be & saving to the provincial
treasury and further cutbacks in
the Department of Social Services,
where cuthacks have already been
implemented?

MR. LONG:
What! Cutbacks in Social Services?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. TOBRTN:

L2870 June 10, 1988 Vol XL

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for
St. John's Fast was right, there
have never been any cuthacks: in
the Deparimeni. of Social Services.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, we in the Department
of Social Services, as the hon,
gentleman said, wholeheartedly
agree and support the consultants
coming in to wmake evaluation. We
are hopeful, and confident, by the
way, that this evaluation will

make the department a better
department for employees to work
in. Tt will make 1t a Dbetlter
department for the people wle

serve. Mr. Speaker, there have
heen no cutbacks in the Department
ofF Social Services.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, we are
not able to do everything that the
people want us to do, everything
that the people would 1like wus to
do. M. Speaker, 1if we had the
money Lhalt  the Leader of  the
Liberal Party of this Province
cansed s to throw away! Mr.
Speaker, that dinfamous letlLer of
intent that was signed, which he
may care to talk about, 1is . the
problem we have. We cannot do
what we want to do because of the
actions of  the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. Speaker, may I suggest, before
I sit down, that he should ask a
question on it so we can really
expose him to the people of the
Province for what he did with -that
letter of intent.

MR. EFFORD:
A final supplemnentary, Mr. Speaker,

final supplementary, the hon.

MR. SPEAKER:
A
the member for Porbt de Grave.
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MR. EFFOQRD:

Mr. Speaker, would the Minister of
Social Services explain to us why
$245,000 was given to the St.
John's Community Service Council
to study the effects of cutbhacks
aof the Department of Social
Services in this Province, if
there were no cutbacks? Would he
explain why we are paying $16
million in salaries Lo the
executive support staff of the
Departmenl: of Social Services when
we have to bring in a group from
ouktside this Province to tell us
how  to run the Department of
Social Seryices?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. +the Minister of Social
Seryices,

MR. TOB(N:

Mr. Speaker, I am not sure what
Lhe hon. genkleman's question 1is
or what he was trying to get at.
As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker,
hefore I left the office this
morning I  was meeting with the
regional directors from around the
Province. Do you know what they
are in at, Mr. Speaker? They are
in trying to straighten out and
take the additional thirty staff
members that we have announced for
the Department of Social
Services. That is what: the
regional directors are at this
morning, Mr. Speakar.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:
That, M,
ciithack.

Speakear, is not a

The problem 1s, Mr. Speaker, as I
explained to the hon. gentlemen
before, we cannol do everything we

would like to do. There are
things we want Lo do but because

of the actions of +the Leader of
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the Opposition the Province does
not have the money to do what we
would have been able Lo do 1f he
acted as a true-blooded
Newfoundlander,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapseaed,

Petitions

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. {the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

T take greal pride and it 1is a
privilege this morning to present

a petition on behalf of
approximately 1,000 residents of
St. Lawrence and Lawn area. The

prayer of the petition 1in essence
is: "We, bthe undersigned, ask Uthe
Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador ko purchase or
expropriate the St. Lawrence Fish
Plant, and ko atktemplt to gelt Che
plant reactivated by next week,
Monday, June 13th."

As the MHA representing the
district, T am very pleased to
stand in the House today and
present Lhis petition on behalf of
my constituents. Let me say my
obligations since heing first
elected to represent the district
in 1982 has always been Lo pult the
wishes of my constituents first,
and ko mak e representations
accordingly.

I guess, as we all know 1in this
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House, and most people in the
Prouince know, e have gone
through a very difficult period in
the Ekown of St. lLawrence since the
fish plant was put there in the
First place as a resull of the
closure of the Alcan Mines. Rut
Lhe plant WA s naver fully
completed. Tt was only a feeder
plant, fillelting Fish and sending
the product on Lo Burin and
Mary s own For packaging and
freezing.

As we all know, we had a new
operator go in a couple of years
ago and that operator, I guess,
has failed. We have been in the
process since the middle of April
particularly Ltrying to address the
issue with the current owner and
operator, Mrs . Rose Ting, Sk,
Lawrence Fish Processors, and at
the same time, trying to feel the
waters to see 1if there 1is anyone
interested in operating the plant
in the short-term s0  we can
salvagae as much as possible From
this current inshore fishing
s@ason,

S50, Mr. Speaker, T would like tlo
present this petition this morning
and say, as the Minister of
Fisheries (Mr. Rideout) said 1in
his answer Lo a qgueslkion, we have
bheen in constant communications
with representalives of the fown
councils and the wnions of both
St.  lLawrence and Lawn btrying Lo

address this very difficult
issue. They are very much up to
date as of late yesterday

afternocon as where we are with it
now,

Mr. Speaker, I would like to table
this petition and to go on record
as supporting fully the wishes of

my constituents din St. Lawrence
and Lawn,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member Far

Twillingate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I think when Mrs.
Ting arrived din the Province some
years ago to take possession of
that plant and the two plants on
the Southwest Coast, I think s<she
meant well. I think, and the
minister has said this on a number
of occasions 1in +the House, that
she was well received and her
proposal met with the approval of
a larga number of people in the
towns affected.

But I do believe, Mr. Speaker,
that we have now come ko the end
of the road as far as Mrs. Ting is

concerned. The member For the
district and the minister can talk
all they like. Mr . Speaker, bGhe

problem that you are hauving now in
S, Lawrence, and I might add the
answer the minister gave me this
morning ds  almnest  the ddentical
answer he gave me two weeks ago:
"Matlers are progressing,
negotiations are ongoing' and he
is  hoping to have a successtul
conclusions to those negotiations
very shortly.' That is the answer
we got almost two weeks ago,
perhaps longer.,

The problem, Mr. Speaker, 1s in
the way the plant was disposed of
in the first dinstance. I suppose
hindsight 1s fine, but maybe we
can learn a lesson from what
happened when the plant was given
to Mrs. Ting. Of course, it must
he obhvuious now to Lthe minister and
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to the member and Lo all the
people in the communities effected
that it was absolutely wrong to
give that lady clear, free title
to that plant.

In Lawn, of course, we have a
different situation in that at
least Lhe Fishermen's Committee
there, I presume, had the
foresight to prevent that sort of
a situation from developing. The
plant +in Lawn was Jleased to her
under certain conditions.

Bul: in the St. lLawrence plant, Mr.
Speaker, the responsibility for
whal: has happened rest squarely on
the Minister of Fisheries
shoulders, and T suppose mayhe too
even to a greater extent on the
shoulders of the memher who
represents that district.

It does not make sense a facility
which c¢ost the taxpayers of this
Province, I believe, in excess of
$3 million should he just handed
over to this 1lady who came 1in
here, no doubt with good
intentions, bhut certainly without
a proven Ltrack record in  fish
processing, to have just handed
over that facility to her, Mr.
Speaker, to my way of thinking is
entirely wrong. Of c¢ourse, we are
now seeing the folly of what
happened and the people of St
Lawrence are paying for it.

Mr . Speaker, the minister this
morning 1in reply to my question
indicated all of the people in St.
Lawrence are well aware of what is
happening. They seem to be happy
with the progress being made and
are contant to let LUthings take
their normal course. Well, I
think he dndicated words to Lhat
ef fect. The councils, I bhelieve
he said, and the workers and ithe
unions know what is going on and
Lhey appear to be happy with ULhe
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progress heing made.

Well, let me tell the minister, I
met with a delegation vesterday of

people from St. lLawrence . I
believe they might have met with
the minister. I think they are

the dinstigators of this 840-name
petition, a copy of which was
given to me. They are not at all
happy with what 1is happening, nor
are they as well informed as Lthey
should be, Mr, Speakar, on khe
progress of negotiations.

The winister, of course, in the
preamble Lo petition failed to
mention, My Speakaer, one  very
important point and that is that
they are asking the Government of
Canada to purchase or expropriate

the fish plant in $t. Lawrence and
to get the Government of
Neuifound ) and and Labrador ko

purchase or expropriate the plant
in St. lLawrence and get the plant
back in operation by Monday, June
13. Now, bthat date, I presume, is
hot just plucked from thin air and
nsed +to dramatize the (lmportance
of the petition.

Mr . Speaker, the fact of the
matter is¢ this 1is a wvery urgent
matter. There are altogether, I
suppose, more than 500 workers and
fishermen in the communities
afFfFectad that are depending on the
reopening of that plant.

I give the minister Ffull credit.
I am sure he 1is working hard to
try ancl get the plant
reactivated. But it is quite

ohvious now he is not working hard

enough or mayhe he is taking the
W ONg Lacl. How  long can  the
minister continue to bhe at the
mercy of tLhe Former  operator?
Again, without suggesting that we
do any thing Lo discredit the
Province or to dinjure in any way
the innocent bystanders, e
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creditors of that company, i
contend the minister should set a
deadline. IF negotiations are not
concluded by that date, and I
think the date 1s Jonyg overdue, by
the way, when he should have done
this, fhen T think the minister
should take whatever action is

necessary., If thal means bringing
an act or a bhill into the

Legislature giving A Lhe
authority to maybe, for Lthe want
of a betler word, to expropriale
that plant for use, for a stated
period, then T think the minister
should take that action.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, we cannot
allow that situation to drag on,
as 1t 1is dragging on. I think the
minister should seriously consider
that. If The Expropriation Act
under which we now operate does
not allow an expropriation for use
without affecting the creditors of
that company, then I would
strongly suggest to him he
introduce the necessary amendment
to the act which will enable him
to do that.

I carn almost assure him, M~ .
Speaker, Lhat members on this

side, certainly our party, would
do  everybthing in  dits power Lo
expedite the passage of that
amendment .

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:

n conclusion, T suppori this
petition, naturally, and I would
again ask the Minister to do what
has to be done to make sure the
plant 1s put back 1in operation
without any further delay.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I have just had an opportunity to
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Jook at this petition. I would
like to draw hon. members'
ablention to a number of matters
in it. Number one, it 1s not a

pelition +to this hon. House, &
point we have mentioned on a
number of occasions. Lt is also

'demanding' and a petition is not
a demand. Thirdly, 1 have some
doubt about whether it is in order
bhecause 1t is actually asking for
funds, either directly or
indirectly.

Beauchesne, page 212, Seclion 685,
Paragraph (3): "The House will
refuse o receive any petition
Lhat directly asks for a grant of
money out of the public revenues
unless such grant has first been
recommended by the Crown."

T think, as far as the House is
concerned, we should just discuss
this further, by leave.

MR. TULK:

Mr ., Speaker, I would like to
comnent on Your Honour's ruling,
although I see the Gouvernment
House lLeader is now there and Uthe
Minister of Career Development and
Advanced Stndies ds there as well.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

(n spite of what Your Honor has
said, that this petition is not
strictly in order, T doubt Lthe
people of St. Lawrence read
Beauchesne every night hefore they
go to sleep, but I do know they
are concerned about: Lheir Ffigh
plant and they want it opened. We
all know what their intent is, to
have the government and the House
take action.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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Ts thera leave?

MR. TULK:
Aam I allowed to make a point?

MR. SPEAKER:

The horn. member 1is not making a
point of order, he 1s making a
speech on the St. Lawrence fish
plant at the moment and that is
not in order.

MR. TULK:
I am not making a speech. I am
saying -

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member is out of order.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TULK:
RBoys, oh boys, oh boys!

MR. FENWEICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
T assume you are asking leave?

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order,

MR. TULK:
There is no point of order.

MR. FENWICK:

I assume vyou are asking leave to
introduce the petition even though
it ds  drregular. Is that the
ques tion?

MR. SPEAKER:
Yes, leave of the House,

MR. FENWICK:

There -+is leave {rom us under one
condition: e would like to
address it as well, which wonld
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require a fourth speaker on 1it.
If the House 1is willing to do
thalt, we would bhe quite happy to
give 1leave to have it addressed,
evaen though it is drregular.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Prasident of the

Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I think that bis a
form of Dblackmail which 1s not
parmitited and not " acceptable to

the House. The normal rules
apply. We are stioply respecting

Your Honour's ruling, which dis an
accurate one, obviously, hbut the
Opposition House Leader has agree
to give Jleave -

MR. TULK:
T was about Lo.

MR. SIMMS:

Well, he was about to give Tleave.
We are prepared to give leave, but
the normal rules will apply: Two
speakers to one side and one
speaker on the other side. That
is the normal rule. The two hon.
members are not prepared to grant
leave.

MR. SPEAKER:
Is there leave of the House?

MR. FENWICK:

If you are asking is there Tleave
to do i, We have told Lhe
Government House Leader and the
Of ficial Qpposition House leader
we think it dis appropriate it be
discussed, bul  we think it is
appropriate it be discussed by all
parlies in the House . We,
obuviously, will not not a chance
to speak Lo il We wonld Tike Lo
speak to it and we would like to
suypport  dl, bubt  If we are not
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going ko he gluen leave Lo speak,
in violation of the rules, we will
not give leave to have it
discussed any further.

MR. STMMS.:
Fuery petition in the House?

MR. FENWTCK:
You have your terwms.
or say no.

Fither agree

MR. TULK:
On a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR, SIMMS.:
It is blackmail.

MR. TULK:

Am I given to understand the
people of St. Lawrence do not have
their petition presented to the
House, that leave has baen
withdrawn by the hon. gentleman
because he cannot speak?

MR. FENWICK:
Yes.

MR. LONG:
We are asking for leave to speak.

MR, SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

There 15 an drregularity din this
petition and the simplest way to
deal with the matter dis by leave
of the House. If leave of the
House ds granted, T will call on
the hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR, SIMMS:
Leave! Agreed!

MR. TULK:
You have leave from here.

MR. SPEAKER:
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T am not sure what &the hon. Lthe
member for Menihek's position is.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, the concerns of the
people of Sl Lawrence are qore
important than even our getting a
chance to support it, it is
obuiously on the record that we do
support it so we therefore gilve
leave to the other parties.

We Lhink bthis dis & particularly
nasty way of doing business. We
gave Jeave Lo change the rules.
We think they should have bheen
gracions enough Lo allow wuws Lo
speak to the petition as well. If
they want te be petty about it, 1t
is up to them. We will not deny
Lhe people of Sk. Lawrence the
opportunity to have their concerns
heard,

So you have your leave,

MR. J. CARTER:

On a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's North.

MR. J. CARTER:

I think the solution to our
didemma is Lo allow this peltibtion
to be heard and then, aflter it bhas
been  heard, it the wmember For
Menihek or that corner party down
Lherae wanl Lo speak, Tlet bthem ask
leave to speak and it may very
well be granted Lo Lhewm.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

Lesave has been granbed . I
recognize the hon. the Minister of
Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. WARREN:
Come on now, give it to them,

MR. RIDFOUT:

T will not be templed. I could
be, but I will not be. It is too
early in the morning.

Mr. Speaker, first of all let me

say I am pleased to have an
opportunity, by leave of the
House, unfortunately, to say we
have heen working very, very

diligently, despite what the hon.
gentleman from Twillingake (Mr. W.
Carter) tried to dintimate 1in his
remarks this morning, in
concurrence with the people of St.
Lawrence and Lawn, to address this
matter as quickly as possible.

M. Speaker, you can take a
long -term approach or you can bkake
a short—term approach. Government
has deliberately chosen to Lake a
short-term approach to the problem
Facing Sk, Lawrence and Lawn at
the moment, because other options,

including the option, if il were
to bhe accepted - that 1is another
slory that will have to bhe
addressed at another +time - of
purchase or Lhe oplkion of
expropriation, certainly the

option of purchase without: a
willing seller is an option which
may nok occur very, very quickly.
The option of expropriation, 1if
government were to take Lhat
procedure, is not a short-term
thing. It is not something which
can happen just hecause the
lLegislature passes a piece of
legislation.

I happen to have gone through, Mr.
Speaker, an expropriation process
in terms of the asbhestos property
in Baie Verte, and T know the
legal ramifications even afler the

Legislature has axercised its
constitutional and legitimate

right to pass legislation. T know
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of ithe legal barriers which can be

placed in front of the
Finalization of +he expropriation
order. I kinow it from
experience. This government knows

it from experience. So our goal
has been, Mr. Speaker, Lo get &
short-term solution to the problem
facing the people of 5t. Lawrence
and Lawn and, then, have the time
necessary to work on a longer bterm
solution.

So I do not agree at all with the
observations of the hon. gentleman
from Twillingate, that we are not
taking the right approach. We are
taking the right approach. We are
taking Lhe only legitimale
approach which can be taken at
this momenlt %o ensure there are
employment opportunities in St.
Lawrence and Lawn this Surmmenr .
Purchase and expropriation would
not: necessarily make that a
reality. 1 know that from
experience. We have tLtold that to
the representatives of Lhe
comnunily and bthe representatives
of the union.

We have made substantial progress,
not. in two weeks, Mr. Speaker, as
the hon. gentleman intimated, bhut
in Four days, because the other
party did not get to the table
until Monday, but we had been

negotiating seriously days,
euenings, and nights over Lthe last
four days. We have made

progress.

T do nok know 1f there will be a
successful conclusion. I hope
there will be. We will leave no
stone unturned to ensure there
is. But we are doing our best In
a wvery difficult situation, with
the help of my colleague here, to
get this matter resolved.

I will say this to the hon.
gentleman, 1in closing. He talked
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about the hindsight of the people
of Lawn 1in not allowing their
facility, which my department
ouns, by the way, to get into the
same situation.

Well, the fact of the matter is,
Mr. Speaker, the Ffacility in Lawn
owned by my department was lease
previously ko H.B. Dawe, and it
was the people of Lawn who
insisted that we break that lease
and give that facility to Mrs.
Ting.

o, hindsight s twenly/twenty.
For the people of St. Lawrence, it
1s  twenty/twenty; Ffor the people
of Lawn, 1t is twenty/twenty; Ffor
the government, it is
twenty/twenty.

he fackt of the mnatter s, Mr.
Speaker, Mrs Ting, to give an
individual who tried her due, has
invested in excess of $1.5 million
in a plant which had no freezing
when she arrived here, in a plant
which was a shell and had nokthing
only a building when she arrived
here. She has made considerable
improvement, money wise, capital
wise, to that facility which, in
the long-term, will be to the
henefit of the people of St.
Lawrence. That 4s the deal +this
govermnent: is frying 1.0 puk
together.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, could I have leave to
speak Lo the pelilbion?

MR. SPFAKER:

The hon. the member Ffor Menihek
(Mr. Fenwick) asks for leave of
the House to speak to Lhe
petition. Does the hon . the
member have leauve?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
By leave.
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MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Fhank you, very much, Me. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:

This 1s not done as & condition.

MR. FENWICK:

I kKnow that, wa gave you
unconditional rights to
raeintroduce an imperfect
petition.

Mr. Speaker, the reason we would
like to address il ds because of
two reasons.

MR. J. CARTER:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. menher
for St. John's North,

MR. J. CARTER:

Tt should he understood and
clearly acknowledged by the
members of fthat corner party Cthis
is particular and specific leave
not dependent on anything they
did, or might do. Unless they are
willing o acknowledge Fhat, I
will not give leave.

MR. LONG:

Rrilliant intervention! Of course
)

we acknoulaedge it
MR. SPEAKER:

T do not think there is a point of
order there bubt if Lthe hon. member
withdraws Jeave, bthe hon. member
must stop.

MR. FENWICK:

T do not believe he did. I think
he dindicated certain conditions.
We gave unconditional leave to
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introduce Lhe petilion. T was
not connected with any request to
speak on it, so on thal hasis, T
would assume it coincides with the
condilions the membher For S
Jaohn's North has outlined.

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

There are just two Lhings we would
like to say about it. We had a
chance Lo  meet wikh Lhe same
committee who I think met with the
Minister of Fisheries and also
with the Opposition Party.

In talking to them, it 1is obvious
we should not bhe, I think,
particularly vindictive in the
sense of any reaction to Rose Ting
hecause, in talking to +the people
of St. Lawrence, she did go in

there and make a lot of
improvements. She put in a plate
freezer and quite a few

tmprovemant.s which were really
necessary. Tt 1s a much better
plant 0s & result or the
aclivities she has exercised.

T had seen. the plant before that
and T know the problems Lthey had.
Tt was  really a very difficult
plant withoul a freezing section
to be able to operate properly at
atll. So, 1in a sense, she btook a
shell of a building and produced a
fFish plant out of it.

Now, I understand there was c¢close
to $1.5 or $2 million necessary to
do that and that that money is
part of a mortgage on it, and so
on, in which case T think it is
appropriate that, well, the wvalue
at leaskt 1s there. The part we
were worried about was there was a
mortgage for $1 or $2 million Ffrom
which the money was taken and put
somewhere else, but avidently,
since 1t was put in the operation,
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T think we have a legitimate right
to say that at least we are in a
mueh bheltler positdon For the
future of St. | awrence than we
ever have been before,.

The other thing I would like to
wenition ihough, in saying that, Is

if you remember when Fisheries
Products International was
privatizing these plants, or

selling Lhaem of F, when it was
still a Crown corporation and
Fhere was still some control from
the provincial and federal
government, we sald alk the time
this was naot a solution to the
problem of St. Lawrence, Lawn,
Port aux Basques, Isle aux Morts
and of Lhe other Ffish plants
privatized,

I am willing to predict right here
today, and [ think the Minister of
Fisheries will not bet against me
on {his, thal of Lhe sixteen
plants that FPI privatized, we wmay
not. have heard From the Tlast of
the ones which are in difficulty
as @ result of lLhe facl that ish
prices are down considerably. TWo
weaks or a month rom now we may
hear from other plants in the same
problem. That, t think, s
important to understand.

FPI solved their problems, they
hecame a leaner, wmore efflcient
company and they were able to
privatize themselues as & result
of it. We have never, ever
accepted the d1dea that selling
them was the solution to the
problem.

So we are still back where we were
two years ago. We still have to
worry about Fish quotas for them,
we still have to worry about Lthem
get:ting a decent market, we still
have to worry ahout a good
operalor, and in that respect, we
support the petition because we
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think +this may be one of the few
ways ko break the log Jjam which
currently exists and find a new
operator who will be able ko bring
it on stream and provide a good
living For the people of St.
lLawrence,

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS:
Mr., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKFR:
The han. ihe memb@r For lFortune
Hermitage,

MR. STMMONS:

Wilth the leave of the Honse, T
would Jike to have a few words to
say on lLhe pettition as well, Mr.
Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:
By leave, the hon. the member for
Fortune - Hermitage.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Agreed.

MR. SIMMONS:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I want to support the prayer of
the -

MR. TOBIN:
I am going to speak on ik too.

MR. STMMONS:

I have no difficulty with another
mamber speaking on this petition.
I think it is an important
petition, one or the nore
important ones to have come before
Lhis Mouse. I wanlk to support {he
prayer of Llhe petition presented
by my friend from Grand Bank and
in wheose district the fish plants
at  Ot. Lawrence and Lawn  FHind
themselves,
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I thought, Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr.
Rideout), the usually composed and
calm Minister of Fisheries, was
protesting just a bit too much
now . There dis no c¢rime here,
except the c¢rime of unemployment,
the uncertain Future bheing Faced
by the people of St. Lawrence and
Lawn and the minister 1is normally
- I am talking about the Minister

of Fisheries, of caurse -
reasonably forthcoming on matters
nnder his jurisdiclion. T thought

he was a little bhit too much on
the defensive just now, almosi to
the point of wanting to blame Lhe
people of I For their
initiative in asking that the Dawe
conbracl be terminated sowme years
ago.

The people of Lawn are not Lo
hlame For s issue, Lhis
dilemma, nor are the people of St.
Lawrence What we have here, Mr.
Speaker, and I am thinking
particularly of St. lLawrence, is
the case of a comnunity which has
heen dragged through the wuworst
economic plight you would wish on
your worst enemy. Tt is just
terrible what St. Lawrence has had
to go through 1in terms of mining
and in terms of the fishing
industry.

I believe what my colleague from
Twillingakte ds really saying, or
what I want to say as well, 1is
that we wish the minister the very
hest din finding an expeditious
solubion Lo this problem which the
people of St. Lawrence and Lawn
are wrestling with, as well as Lhe
people in the communities further
wp  Lhe coast in Lhe Roese Blanche
and Port aux Basques area whose
Fish plants are also under the
wing of Mrs. Ting at the moment.

prayer of the
endorse Lhe

We support the
petition and I
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comments made by the gentleman
from Twillingate because they are
aimed al nothing else than Tooking
for, and finding, and helping
along, a solubion to khe problem,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Refore calling for Orders of ithe
Day, T would Tlike to welcome to
the galleries twenlty -three
students and their two teachers
From Bishop's Falls Pantecostal
Academy .

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

Orders of the Day

MR. SIMMS:
Mr., Speaker, first reading, Motion
12

Motion, Lhe hon. Uthe Minister of
Municipal Affairs to dintroduce a
bill, "An nect To fAmernd The
Municipalities Act." (Rill No. 57)

Oon motion, BiJl No. (57) read a
First time, orderad read a secaond
Lime on tomorrow.

Motion, the hon. the Minister of
Municipal AfFairs Lo dnkroduce a
bill, "An Aclt To Incorporate The
City OFf Mount Pearl." (R3i1l No.
55) .

On motion, Bill No. (55) read a
fFirst time, ordered read a second
time on tomorrow.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker, we will move along
now to Order 28, Bill No. 28.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
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"an NAct Respecling An Tncrease Of
Certain Pensions." (Bill No. 28)

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr . Speakear, This i a veary
straightforward bill, as announced
in the budgelt speech some Lime

ago . I announced dincreases of
pensions Lo persons who wernre
employed in various aspects of the
public servicae and whno wernre
receiving pensions from the
various pension plans. ey are

listed in the schedule to the hill
and include The Public Service
(Pensions) Act, The Royal
NewfFoundland Constabulary Act, The
Uniformed Services Pensions Act,
and SO forth, inclucding The
Members Of The House OFf Assembly
(Retiring Allowances) Act, 1 am
pleased to say, Mr. Speaker.

It provides the basic dncrease of
3 per cent, RBut in response ko
concerns that a number of persons
who were either employed a long
time ago, when salaries were very
Tow in  the Public Service, or
survivor bhenefits that were
exltremely Tow, we have “increased
the minimum survivor benefit to
$2700, which was & significant
increase, I think, of something 1in
the order of 2% or 30 per cent -
40 per cent, really. We have
provided a sliding scale so that
persons who were pensionable on or
before December 31, 1971  would
actually receive up to a 10 per
cent dincrease, Then there is a
sliding scale from there on down
ko 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976,
1977 and 1978, so that any persons
who were recelving & pension as of
January 1 of 1978 but before April

1 of 1988, will be receiving 3 per
cent.
So, Mr. Speaker, it provides a
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pension increase for all persons
who are receiving a pension from

Ehe Public Service, but Tt
provides enhanced amounts for

those who are receiving very small
amounts, particularly those who
are receiving very small survivor
benefits.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

We obviously can support this
hill. There are some things about
it thal should be said at  this
stage in terms of the intent of

the bill. We all recaognize hat
there ds @& tremendous unfunded
Jiability to the Province relaled

to these pension plans, and this
is bhecause down through the years,
as the pension plans came inlo

existence, there Was no real
government contribution. The

contribution, as such, I suppose,
was the kind of thing that was
invested in the development of the
Province. The contribution of the
employee was also reinvested into
the development of the Province,
and that avoided bhorrowing large
sums of money and so0 on.

In other words, the pension plan
existed on paper. The govermment
in contracting with its employees
to have these pension plans,

assumed the abligation of
providing a certain pension and
survivor benefits to Lhe

individuals dnvolved.

S0 khe government s meeting bhis
obligation, even though there 1is
this $2 billion uniunded
JTiability. T understand that now
e pension plans are on a funded
basis, and that this 1s something
Lhe winislter has to deal with in
negoliations with these groups as
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Lhey come up.

T wanted bto poinkt out that, first
of all, we understand on this side
that there 1is a huge $2 bhillion

unfunded liability concerning
these pension plans. I also
understand that, for the most
part, there is ne written
obligation on the part of
governmeant 9] provide these

increases to pensioners. The cost
of living escalalion c¢lauses are
built dnto some contracts, but
these were things bthat did not
exislt a number of yedrs ago.

S0 lhe Lo facts, Lhern, we
realize. Number aone, there 1s a
traemencdous tnfimded liability;

number two, that this 1is an ex
gratia payment, there is no direct
ohligation, written obhligation,
legal obligation on the part of
government, for the most part, to
provide {these dncreases. Howevear,

government does have, I would
suggest,, A moral obligation,

simply because some of the things
thal have happened in the meantime
could not have been forecast 1n
the past. And government has an
obligation to deal with its
employees who have provided, in a
lot of cases, a lifetime of
service +to Lthe Prouvince, who have
been responsible for the building
of khis Province, and who are now
trying to exist on very small
paensions. The amount in I he
survivor benefits, as the minister
menktions, is a minimuam  amount of
$2,700 per annum. That dis a very

small  amount, Mr. Speaker. It is
$225 a month, a very small
amount., We are glad to see bLhe
minimum is 1in there and, 1n a lot

of cases, increases Lhe survivor
benefits by up to 40 per cent. It
i A Fairly Large percentage
increase, but still a small amount
of money .
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We support it, even +though 3 per
cent, for dinstance, Lo somehordy
who retired 4in 1978 ds a very,
very smal’l amount;. Miaybe he
reason it 1is so small 1s hecause
of the unfunded Tiabiity, and the
Minister of Finance is the one who
has to answer for lthal. Tt dls A
very, wvery small amount, and we
wonld, +4n the Lerms of justice aind
what ds right and fair to a Jot of
Lhese people who deyoted all their
working lives to the service of
this Prowince, fFeel Lhat in thak
aspect maybe the amount should be
larger.

Ry and  large we recognize the
principle of this bill which is to
increase, where there 1s no direct
obligation to increase, the
pensions of these pensioners and,
Mr. Speaker, we support it.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
The haon. the membher for Menihek.

MR. FFNWICK:

M. Speaker, his has alinost
become by nature a sort of
housekeeping bill. I think I have
seen 1t every year that T have
heaen din  Lhe legislature, and I

think it has been in the
lLegislature euery year For

probably the Tlast ten or fifteen
or twenty yaars. In thalt respeaect,
it dis not an  unusual piece of
legislation, bhut 1t does give us
an opportunity, I think, to have a
bit of debate about the public
service pensions 1in general, the
series of them, the Ffour major
ones, and I think there are even a
couple others indicated at the
back here which are different.

One of the +things that surprised

me was the member for Gander, who
is the Finance c¢ritic for the
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Official Opposition, saying that
this ds a funded pension plan. It
is not a funded pension plan, it
is @ pay-as-you-go pension plan
which happens to have some sort of
Fund  that was started up in 1980
to help government pay some of its
obliygaltions .

T think bthat s & very dimportant
point to remember, because when
Fha Minister of Finance 1s making
comments and talking about the $2
billdon tntunded Tiabilily or
whatever number he is using, it is
not:  an  unfunded Tdability in Lthe
plan, it 1is the amount of wmoney
the government will need In the
future in order to meet its
obligations ik has incurred on
behalf of the 40,000 or 50,000 or
60,000 public employees who are
currently under the plan, or bave
been under the plan and are now
retired. That, I think, 1is very
important to remember. Otherwise,
we might start scaring people into
Ehinking that there 1is no money
for the plan. The day there will
he no money for public service
pensians 1is the day this Province

goes bankrupt, qui e Frankly,
because fthat would be one of its
highost obligalions, T wou Td
assume, next, perhaps, Lo paying
off  cits  Funded  debl, on Flhat

hasis, I think we c¢an assume that
Lhere dis an incorrectness in Fhe
kinds of comments thal were made
about it

The other point  aboul 1t that
perhaps should bhe made 1is that the
increase in pensions rom January,
1978 and onward 1is 3 per cent, 1
think if one Tooks at e
inflation rate in the Province, or
in the country as a whole, one
will realize that that 1s still a
small bit under Lhe acktual
inflation rate 1tself, maybe a
percentage point of two, and on
that basis it still means that the
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pensioners who are receiving this
pension R actually have a
little less money each year in
order to keep themselves going.

There is one other thing T would
like to mention to the Minister of
Finance which he may want to do
for us, He recalls that last year
we had a big argument about the
changes that were made to the
Public Service Pension Plan with
respect to the ability of
individuals Lo retire under the
Canada Pension Plan five years
earlier and the actions taken by
this government dnitially to cut
hack arbitrarily on public service

pensiocners, then later the
Wi thdrawal from thad and the

efforts to return some of it. I
am  nol sure AF the minister s
listening to what 7T was saying.
The Former Minister of [Finance,
who ds now Minister of Health,
said, witen  the amendments were
made din about June of last year,
chai: rhe amendment would
essentially give back ko the
pensioners whal was btaken out by
the dinitial change in January. In
other words, the pensioners
themselves, on an actuarial basis,
would be as well off as anyone 1in
Canada, even though we were the
only Province to change our
provincial pension plan as a
result of the changes in the
Canada Pension Plan.

It would be idnteresting if the
minister could mayhe ask his
department officials to have a
Took alk it and see 1f actuarially
that has bheen borne out. Since he

WAS not Lhe minister who
introduced it, he does not have a
ves ted interest in peinyg

absolutely right or wrong. But I
am curious, because T  Lhink Gthe
pensioners are still poorer off
than 4 we had done what the other
provinces did. A1l they did was
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ignore the changes 1in the Canada
Pension Plan and conbkinue on with
Lthe obligations they had before.
Becalse ours was uniquely worded,
there was the ability to reduce
provincial pensioners' pensions at
age sixty to sixty-five.

Now, an amendment was made to
that, where the change was made to
it differently, and then another
amendment was nmade to that labler
on, and at the end, the Minister
of Finance said they were as well
of f as anywhere else in the
country. T do not kotally helieve
that, but I am willing, 1if the
Mindister of Finance is willing to
do it, to look at some actuarial
Figures Lo prove il one way or Lhe
olher. I just thought I would
menbtion that now, since we do have
a pension bill in front of us.

on that basis, Mr. Speaker, I
raeally do  not have any obkher
comments, other than to say let us
hope Lhese pensioners are Living
well and the amount of  money
coming to them s enough ho keep
them in some reasonable degree of
dignity. T is Loo hrad our
pensions only cover about 30 per
cent of the working population of
this Province. It would be nice
ko see pension plans available Lo
many other people 1in our society
who  currently go into rebtirement
and have to live on just the
meager benefits of, usually, the
old age pension and the
supplement, sometimes the Canada
Pension Plan, but most often they
do not evan have much benefiks
accrued in that plan.

Oon that basis, I will sit down and
lel Lhe minister wind up the
debate.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.
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If the minister speaks now, he
will close the debate.

MR. WINDSOR:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T will FJust respond very briefly
to some of the comments made by
hon. genllemen opposite. First ol
all, the hon, the member for
Gander points out Lhal our pension
plans are nolt indexed. Whereas
that is true, this government has
shown over the years that we fully
intend to recognize Lhe needs of

pensioners and the needs for
increases on  an annual basis. {

correct the hon. the member for
Menihek, in that bthere have not
beern increases every year; there
were two years when we had wage
freezes, where nobody received any
increases, and obvuiously
pensioners did not receive any
increases that year eilther,

MR. FENWTCK:
I would have let that (inaudible).

MR. WINDSOR:

I am trying to be very honest and
clear, Mr . Speaker, with hon.
gentlemen, smother them with
faclks., The fact that Lthe lincrease
is 3 per cent, I say to the hon.
member for Gander, s certainly in
Jine with dncreases given 1in other
parts of Canada. T facl, general
thiinking, for those that are being
indexaed, and we will be seeing
pension reform at the federal
level over the next year, 1in [aci,
so that I think it is going to bhe
peggyed at 60 per cent of the
consumer price index. We are
being more generous than  thal,
Last year in +this Province, our
cost of living increased by 2.9
per cent, so we have, 1in fact,
excewded Fhe cost of living
increase by providing a 3 per cent
increase this year.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. WINDSOR:

Well, it ds generally applied
right across the Province. You
miay Find that it dis actually lower
in other parts of the Province.
We acrually proyicdead A mnore
generous increase this year than
will  normally  be applied on a
national basis in future years.

With reference to the unfunded
Tiability, thatt 1s nol  aentirely
true . It is partially funded. We
do  have a large Tiabilibty, M.
Speaker, more serious, as we know
and as I have already told this
House, 1in the Teachers' Pension
Plan than it ds in  the Public
Service Pension Plan. In fact,
our actuary ‘indicates to us that
from a pension point of view we
are probably ahead of all other
provinces in Canada in the amount
of responsibilikty we have shown,
in that we are partially funding.
S50 T disagree with the hon. member
for Menihek.

We are partially funding. This
began in 1979 or 1980, I do not
recall exactly, but certainly it
was this administration who, for
the Firsth tine, hegan Lo
contribute on an annual basis to a
pension fund over and above the
amount that is required to pay the
prasent coslt of servicing pensions
which are outstanding. That
amount hivs beean increased each
year. Obviously it is not enough,
bl e are in A muc¢h more
favourable position with the
public service pension plans than
we are with the teachers' pension
plan, which is seriously
underfunded. Our actuary tells us
that from a pension legislation
point of wview, because we have
very strong  commitinents i our
pension legislation, government
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will accept the Jiahility, that we
are uwell ahead of other provinces
in Canada, and that we are, in
fact, leading the way.

Of course, as hon. nembers know,
we are now doing a very thorough
axamination, First of all of the
teachers' pension plan, as to what
needs to be done there to deal
with the long~term unfunded
liability. It 1s a wvery serious
situation, not so wmuch with the
teachers, because, obvioulsy, as
has heen said, government is
commikted Lo meeting these
pensions when they become due and
payable. and unless a province is
bankrupt, as again has bheen
correckly said, obviously it will
he met. The fact of the matter
s, 1if we allowed the unfundeaed
liability of wvarious pension plans
Lo grow, that could have a wvary
serious financial dmplication for
the Province +in years Lo come, so
we have to be fiscally responsible
and deal wilh it now.

As il relabes Lo change as a
result of the Canada Pension Plan,
Mr. Speaker, T think T can assure
the hon. gentleman from Menihek
Fhat pensioners are ‘indeed as well
of. However, T will undertake to
review thal, now that we have had
@& year or so experience in dit.
Certainly the intent of Lhe
changes that were made was to
ensure that people were Lreated
fairly, and that they did not
suffer any Tloss of income as a
result of changes that were made.
Mr . Speaker. T Fake great
pleasure in moving second reading.

SOME HON., MrMBERS:
Hear, hear!

on molion, a bhill, "an nct
Respecting An Trncrease Of Certain
Pensions, " read A sacond Fime,
ordered referred to a Commitltee of
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the Whole House on Ltomorrow.

(Bill No. 28)

MR. SIMMS:

Order 26, Bill No. 9.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act To Incorporate The
Newfoundland And Labrador School
Trustees' Association." (Bill No.
9)

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Minister of Education.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:
Thank you.

Mr.  Speaker, let me simply say
that the purpose of the bill is Lo
incorporate The NewfFoundland and
labrador School Trustees'
Association

SOMIE HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:

the parent body of Ihe
thirty-five wvarious school boards
spread throughout: khe Province and
made up of wvolunteers who do a
tremencdous job  in assisting in
operating the education system in
Lhe Province. This Formally
recognizes them in legislation,.

MR. DECKER:
Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):

The hon. the member for the Strait
of Relle TIsle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr, Speaker, we 1in the Official
Opposilion hauve no problen
supporting this particular bhill.
T should say, Lhough, Your Honour,
that the Ltemptation dis there {o go
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into a long speech on all the
problems with education in this
Province, as well as with all the
problems  with the Minister of
Fducation, and it would give an
opportunity to all members of fthe
Opposition to get up and go on for
days on the problems which exist

there. Rut I will not take
advantage of +hat opporltunilty, M.
Speaker, and the minister

expresses relief.

I should say just a Few words on
The School Trustees' fAssociatilon,
since T oam  speaking  on it L
helieve The School Trustees'
Association is a force for good as
far as education ds concerned in
this Province. Since Lheir
inception in the 1970s, they have
been doing nothing hut good For
the cause of education. I
understand thal: every school board
in the Province 1s represented
except the Seventh Day Adventist
School Board, and I understand the
reason there is not because of any
philosophical dispute, but rather
it might have had something to do
with the cost of joining over the
years; there is no philosophical
or theological reason why they are
not there. When we talk aboul The
School Trustees' Association, we
are talking about representatives
fFrom the overwhelming number,
practically all school boards in
this Prouvince, Mr. Speaker.

As Far as T can understand, in the
early days  of Fhis  Associabion
thay did suffer a JTittle bit from
the Lhroes of denominationalism, T
suppose it ds fair to say; each
seamed Lo bhe more concernad apout
his owr denominational concerns
than Ehey were concernad aboult thao
overall cause of education in the

Province. AUt Fhat was noli Tong
disappearing when people from all
denominalkions, ard all school

hoards, realized that 1in their
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unity there Was strength, I
should say, Mr. Speaker, that I
served on the Integrated Education
Council for a number of years,

with the Anglican, the United
Church, the Preshyterian, Lhe
Salvation Army and Moravian. By

the +ime T served on 1L, 1k was
Lthe late 1970s and early 1980s,
and by Lhaen the denominational
overtunes had died down &
considerable amnount . Sadly, I
muslt say, on one or two occasions
denominational concerns  did  come
to the forefront, and you could
S ae who WA represenling b ye
Anglican, who was represening Lhe
Salvation Ariny and the United
Church and so on. RBut as a rule,
the vast nunmbaer of decisions which
are made by the Education Council
are made for Lhe benefit of the
whole group and, I would say
Further, as with bhe Catholic
Council and the Pentecostal
Council, made for bthe benefit of
the whole Province, because i
think and T am convinced thalk Lhey
are concerned with the well-being
of education in this Province.

This request for Tlegislatlon came,
I understand, from the
Newfoundland and Labrador School
Trustees' Association. Some years
ago, they had a study done. T
think they had M™Mr. Roebothan do

the study, 4Ff T am not mistaken,
and one of the sixteen or
seventean recomnendalions made was
that Ehey would have to e

recogized as an associalion, as is
the NTA and other associations
Lhronghont fhe Province.

My, . Speaker, T bhelicue this group
will do a lot of good for the
Future of education in Fhis
Province.

Now, I should say from the start

Lhat: T, personally, am commitbed
to a denominational system of
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education for this Province. Now,
maybe that is because of my
background. I grew up in the
educational system. I served in
our denominational education
system and, as members know, I was
a clergyman at one time, which, ex
of ficio, made me a member of a
school board when I was serving in
particular districts. [ have come
to see that there is a lot of good
in  the denominational education
system, unlike our colleagues 1in
the NDP who would abolish
denominational education, who
would throw it oul, destroy it,
who want nothing to do with it.
The next logical step, of course,
would be to get religion out of
Lhe schools.

Now, Mir. Speaker, if we ever reach
a time din this Province when we
are like our friends in the United
States, who - cannot even say the
Lord's Prayer in a school 1if they
wish to do so, that would be
tragic for this Province. I think
the stand the NDP are taking is
barely the first step. Because 1in
the attempt to have freedom of
religion, they end up having Jjust
the opposite of freedom, they have
the abandonment of religion which
is wrong, Mr. Speaker. This dis
not saying that one denomination
is greater or lesser than the
other, that is simply stating the
facts as they are.

I believe I have a commitment to

the denominational education
system. Having said that, M.
Speaker, I also hbelieve in
co—-operation among the
denominations. Thal: is noi:

particularly an outstanding
revolut:ionary position ko Lake
either, because that 1is the wvery
position that +the denominational
education systems themselves are
taking. We witnessed the recent
report by the Catholic Education
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Council, and we witnessed the
Integrated Education Council
report some years earlier. There
is a spirit of co-operation among
the denominational education
school  Dboards 1in this Province
today.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I believe the
Newfoundland and fLabrador School
Trustees' Association 1s one of
the bhiggest forces in the Province
today which is forcing that
co-operation among the
denominations in our education
system, and that is the track we
must follow, I bhelieve. We must
go For co-operalion. 'he hon,
members of the NDP are suggesting
that we have & systemn Tlike they
have on the Mainland. I am not as
familiar with school systems on
the Mainland, maybe, as the Leader
of Lhe NDP s, but I do know that
I have met many people who come
down From the mainland and are
impressed with our school system.
I believe we have a lot to offer,
but we have to c¢o-operate with
each other. This d1s what the
Newfoundland and Labrador School
Trustees' Association 1s doing.
And this is what they are
prouving: They are proving to wus
that we can retain our
denominational education system
and we can co-operate,

Mr. Speaker, there 1s a lot of

benefit in having a Lthird party
decide where schools are going to
go, hecause this takes the
politics out of dit. Since this

particular administration has come
into power, the Strait of Belle
Isle district has never volad
P.C.; they have never Tlost their
virginity, their purity; they have
always stayed with the Liberal
Party. Now, in  that length of
time there have been new schools
buill all over the district.
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AN HON. MEMBER:

What about the hon. member's
(inaudible)?

MR. DECKER:

Unfortunately, he 1is nolt in the
same category, Mr. Speaker. There

have bheen new schools buill in
Englee, in Roddickton, in Boyd
Arm, in St. Anthony, in Greal
Brehat, and even at this wvery
minute there 1is a school being
built in Flower's Cove which will
he opened this coming Fall. If 1
am not Minister of Education, then
I hope the present Minister of
Fducation, if we have not had an
election by then, will be there
with me wher that school is
opened. I will undertake now Lo
tell him that 1if it dis changed
around and I am Minister of
Fducation, then I will dinvite him
if I can find him, if he 1s still
in the Province after that
election takes place.

Mr . Speaker, the point I am
getting at is this: If we did not
have a third group deciding where
schools should go, I would suggest
that there would not have been
these ten or a dozen schools built
in the Strait of Belle Isle over
the past seventeen or eighteen
years, If this government had to
say where schools should go, I
would suggest they would pub the
odd token school in Liberal
districts, like they are doing
with the odd token road in Liberal
districts, or kthe odd bik of token
municipal affairs, before the
present minister came in, the odd
bit of tokenism, Mr. Speaker, that
is what would happen. But, where
we have this third group, I
believe schools are built on the
basis of need throughout this
Province. Now, there are not
enough schools being built for
many reasons, we do not have the
money or whatever, but the fact is
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I believe that where schools are
built the decisions are made
rationally, they are made =~ hy
people who are knowledgeable, and
they are made for the benefit of
the students and for the benefit
of education throughout this
Province. Mr. Speaker, Ehat ds
why I support the denominational
educal:ion system. I have a great
respect for it, and I hope it 1is
here for a good many years to come.

T would hope the NDP would review
their policies and if, God forbid,
in the year 2000 or 3000 they are
ever about to come dinto power,
that they will realize the
stupidity of what they are saying
and they will think their policy
through further, Perhaps they
might even do like Rene Levesque
did in Quebec and give an
undertaking that they will not
bring their policies dinte effect
unless there 1is another election

held, or something to that
effect. The people of
Newfoundland do not want to
abolish denominational education.
What they want is to see
co-operation, and this, Mr .
Speaker, I believe, 1is where the
Neuwfoundland and lLabrador School
Trusteeas' Association can come
in. This 1is why I amn pleased to

see them enshrined in legislation,
and this its why T believe they
should get all the support both
sides of this House have to
offer. I believe they should get
all this supporkt, because I see
them as the leading edge of this
denominational co-operation.

As I have said, I believe in the
denominational education system; I
have served as chairman of school
hoards 1in this system; I have
served as a board member 1in the

system. Mr . Speaker, I even
served on a Roman Catholic school
board and I am a protestant. i
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served on a Roman Catholic school
board in the early 60s, which was
almost unbelievable at that time
in this Province. T served on a
Roman Catholic school board out in
Bonavista RBay, where there was
co—-operation. I was 1living in
Summerville at the time and our
students were going out to Plate
Cove, so this idea of co-operation
which we are seeing, Mr. Speaker,
goes way bhack. People in the
denominational education system,
sure, they 1like their schools, of
course they do, but 1if there 1is
ever a case where they have to
make the decision to choose the
good of the denomination over the
good of the educational
opportunity of the young person, T
would suggest that nine times out
of ten, ninety-nine oul of one
hundred, they will choose the
benefit of the child, and the
benefit of the c¢hild's education.

And that 1s whal 1is happening.
What we have to do is encourage
co-operation, and that 1is why we

have to build up the NLSTA, Mr.
Speaker, we have to give them
euery support we can. This
co-operation started way back at
the beginning.

While I am praising up
denominational education, I want
to say that 4t dis not perfect.
Surely, goodness, no education
system 1s perfect. Certainly the
system on the mainland, and we
have members who would like to
bring 1t here, 1is not perfect.
The American system dis far from
perfect. The American system has
now gotten to the stage where
people have a public system and
whenever they can afford it, they
have to send their children to a
private system. That is something
we do not wankt ko see in this
Province,

I should say alsoc I am committed
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to denominational education
because, 1if we were to follow the
NDP suggestion and, as  a
government, take it over
ourselves, I am not sure we can
afford to expropriate all those
buildings from the denominations.
Let us face 1it, they own those
buildings. The Integrated
Education Council owns all the
schools throughout this Prouvince.
The Catholic education people own
thedir schools. The government
cannot be irrational enough Lo go
in and take over their schools
unless they would pay them for it,
and it 1is an unnecessary waste of
money, an unnecessary expense,

Mr. Speaker, T will nok take all
my time, I will Jjust say the
school trustees are facilitating
co-operation,. They recognize the

denominational syslem is not
perfect, nor is any system
perfect, nor 1s Lthis government
perfect, if we are looking for the
ideal.

In the denominatiaonal education
system there are some glaring
examples of  where there 1s a

problem. I would refer to my own
nome town of Roddickton, a
community of 1,200 people. We
have two total systams, a
Pentecostal system and an

integrated system, and there is
not enough co-operation at the
present time. But co-operation is
on the way, Mr. Speaker. They are
recognizing there 4dis no point in
teaching math in both schools and
English 1in both schools and not
being able to teach chemistry or
biology, or whatever Lthe case may
bhe. They recognize that and see
the need there.

lLet me snggest, Mr. Speaker, and I
am sure the Minister of Education
will agree with me, that within
two or three years, that problem
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will be addressed and overcome,
and it 1s because we have dgroups
such as the Newfoundland and
Labrador School Trustees
Association, who are facilitating
this co-operation.

That 1s why T am glad to go on
record as supporting this bill

today, as is Her Majesty's
Official Loyal Opposition in this
House. We support this bill, Mr.
Speaker, and ask that the House
put it through as quickly as

possibhle.
Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek,

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

This dis a miracle we have just
seen occur here.

In the last couple of weeks, we
have brought up the whole question
of the shape of our school system
in the future. We have had &he
Minister of Education sit like a
Tump on a log and not euen say
anything, We have finally gotten
a comment out of somebody. or
course, the fact 1s that the
commnent was totally distorted, a

gross exaggeration of our
position, and SO on buk, Mr .
Speaker, we are used to that. We
have gotken that From the

official, wimpy Opposition before,
we expect to get 1t from the
official, wimpy Opposition again.

Listen to the comments he made on
it, because I have some specific
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comments about the bill I want the
Minister aof FEcducation to listen

to. Listen to what he said. - He
comes From Roddickton, two
complete school systems, totally
inefficient, and he SAYS

co—operation is occurring.

Well, he knows the co-operation
will tLtake decades to g¢go anywhere
because the fact of Lthe matter is,
we  have two school systems there
who are more interested in keeping
Lheir empires intact than they are
in the best interests of his kids
and the kids of bhis neighbours to
make sure they will get an
education to bring them into bthe
Twentieth Century. And Roddickton
is not, by any means, the worst
example! I will give you some
others,

Port Hope Simpson is a great

example. There are two school
systems in Port Hope Simpson, both
duplications of each other. One
has 1less than fifty students and
Four teachers; the other has

approximately one hundred and five
students and eight teachers, and
yet, if they were combined and had
twelve teachers, they could offer
many more options for the people
of Porl: Hope Simpson. The fact
is, it 1is the kids din Port Hope
Simpson who are suffering badly
because they are not prepared to
go into the Twentiekh Century
because co-operation 1s Jjust not

appearing. It is not going
anywhere, That 1s not the only
one. Port Hope Simpson, by Uthe

way, has a Pentecostal Assemblies
school and an integrated school.

I will give you another example:
St. Paul's Inlet on the St. Barbe

coast — two schools there. One s
a Catholic school and the other is
an integrated school. I do not

want to throw bricks at any one
particular denomination

No. 53 R2891



exclusively because, quite
frankly, the co—-operation
occurring oulk there -+1is minimal at
best, Tf you go look at St.
Paul's Inlet, there is a
single—-room school with forty-four
kids and one teacher, a Catholic
school, And, in the same
community, there is another school
with several teachers and about
eighty students.

Now, what sense does that make?
What kind of a burden is being put
on that single teacher 1in that
single-room school that still
exists and what kind of education
could we have offered if they were
willing +to co-operate? The fact
is they are not co—operating.
They are much more interested in
empire building than +they are in
doing the kind of co-operation
necessary.

The reason T menkion that: is
hecause the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle Mr. Decker) wvery
incorrectly interpreted the policy
we pubt  forward. I tLable the
resolution here so he has a copy
of it and so he has no excuse for
getting it wrong, but he will.
What the resolution said was when
we have a choice between two
substandard schools, that a common
use school will bhe set up to
accommodate all the kids 1in a
particular community. That is all
we said.

Then the next WHEREAS said this
would be consistent with the
denominational educational system
and with the provision of
religious education in schools.
So where 1is that undermining it?
I ask you something,

We have had Pentecostal Pastors
accuse us of trying to dissolue
the school system. I say to them,
if you think the religious faith

L2892 June 10, 1988 Vol XL

of your children 1is so poor and so
weak that by mixing with Roman
Catholics or Protestants they will
lose 1t, then your faith 1is not
worth keeping on with, That is
what I am saying to them. And
that 1s what I am saying to Roman
Catholics who object and Lo
Protestants who object.

If you need to have a hot house,
if you need to have a situation in
which people are not exposed to
what they will be exposed to when
they graduate from school anyway,
because they will mix with Roman

Catholics, Protestants and
Muslims, for God's sake, all kinds
of people of different

backgrounds, so why should they
not, when it makes economic sense
and when 1t 1is din the hetter
interest in terms of education and
preparing them for the twentieth
century, why should they not go to
the same school?

To do d+t the other way Ls Lo
perpetuate waste and duplication
and a second class school system
and higher taxes and a whole range
of things which means the kids of
our Province are not getting the
best education possible.

We are glad to hear the member for
the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr,
Decker) give us the distorted
version which is coming aout
because if that is what the
Official Opposition 1is going to
interpret it as, at least we
know. If you want to he
dinosaurs, if  you want to  be
anachronistic, if you to be people
who want to go hack into the Dark
Ages 1in terms of the education
system, be our guests, bhut we are
not.

We do not 1like the idea that we

pay the highest taxes in  the
Canada. We do not like the ddea
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that we have School Tax
Authorities who impose very
regressive kinds of taxes on the
richest and poorest in our
socliety. We do not like the idea

of having to pay twice for a
school system when once would have
done.

What we are saying is that
duplication has to stop. We are
willing to stand up and e
counted, If you are going to

stand up on the other side, then
you have Lo tell us why are we
paying $10 million or $15 million
or $20 million or $90 million
extra each vear to perpetuate this
system? I am using the estimates
going from a low one the Minister
of Education (Mr. Hearn) has
provided for me to the high one
which is the one that the NTA
suggest 1is probably the cost of
our duplication.

We also provide $20 million a year
to construct schools. How do we
know we are constructing them in
the right places? How do we know
that? Because what we are doing
is we are taking three completely
different systems, giving them a
bit of the money and they are
going out doing their thing
totally without contact with the
others, totally without contact.
That 1s what is occurring.

In Port Hope Simpson it makes no
sense at all to have a Pentecostal
School with 100 kids ancl an
Tntegrated School with 50 kids and
not have them combined so they can
get a much better quality of
aeducation. Tt makes no sense
whatever, For us to continue on
with that, 1is to Jjust bury our
heads in the sand.

MR. YOUNG:
He wants it like the Mainland.
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MR. FENWICK:
No, we are not talking about a
Mainland school system. -

By the way, there are a Jlot of
Mainland schoaol systems which
teach religion din our schools.
They have prayers and they have
all the rest of that. So do not
go and give us those arbitrary
answers to it.

What. I am saying to you, Mr .

Speaker, is tLthis govermnent has
been irresponsible. It has not
Tived up Lo Lthe responsibilities
of the problems our education

system currently faces and even
more irresponsible din  terms of
what has to go on in the future.

lLet me tell you what is going on.
September of this year there are
139,000 students registered in our
school system. The Minister of
Education (Mr. Hearn) own figures
show in a decade's time there will
he only 99,000 students
registered. We are losing 30 per
cent of the number of students we
currently have.

That means that that school 1in
Port Hope Simpson that out of 100
we will have 70; and the other
one, instead of 50, we will maybe

have 35, That means the one 1in
St. Paul's Inlek will be down 30
per cent, That means they will
lose 30 par cent of their
teachers. That means they will
lose 30 per coent of their
options.

What I am saying to you 1is 1if the

opltion is to have a poorer
education system, I do not want
it. And I know that all of the

parents I have talked to do not
want it and the students do not
want it.

The only people whe do want it are
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the peaople sitting an those
Fducational Councils who have a
vested dinterest din it and do not
wank Lo saee the whole Lhing
moved . And the superintendents of
some of the school boards who
would have to end up having to
co—-operale. They are Lthe ones who
do not want the system.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, on!

MR. SIMMS:
You should bhe ashamed of yourself,
attacking volunteers.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Ch, oh!

MR. FENWICK:
I see, Mr. Speaker, we have the
usual bunch up over there.

MR. SIMMS:
If we use your logic, in 15 years
time there would be no schools.

MR. FENWICK:
Getting back to what the member
For the Strailk of Belle Tsle sadid.

MR. LONG:
There will be no Tories 1in 156
years time.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, could I have just a
little bit of protection here. I
do want to have ©to use the same
word the Leader of the official
Opposition wused +to describe the
members opposite, because I know
it dis unparliamentary, but it
seems to me there are a few of
those attributes coming out right
now. So if you would keep a
little quieter, we would
appreciate tt.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, Jet us get Dback to
what the member for the Strait of

Belle Isle said. He was on the
Integrated Education Commission.
I believe he said that. He was

back on 1t when it was Dbeing
mnerged together with Anglicans,
United Church, Moravians,
Salvation Aarmy, and there might be
another denomination or two.

I ask you, Mr. Speaker: We have
now Anglicans, United Church, and
all these other denominations who
now g¢go to school together. Does
this mean they are any less
religious than Roman Catholics or
Pentecostals in this Province?
Are we saying that?

MR. YOUNG:
What have you got against Roman
Catholics?

MR. FENWICK:

Because they have a comnon school
system now. They have exactly what
we have sald, only with those
particular Protestant
denominations. Does that mean
they are 1less people, that they
are less Christian, that they are
less worthy?

I would suggest Lo you, Mr .
Speaker, they are every bit as
worthy as the rest of the people
in our society who go to schools
of only one particular religion.
On that basis, i think the
experimenlt has proved dtself and
we need to fear losing nothing in
terms of the quality of our

education by having common use
schools. That 1is what we are
saying.
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Getting back to this particular
piece of 1legislation, since we
have disposed of the spurious
arguments from the member for the
Strait of Belle Isle, The Act To
Incorporate The Newfoundland And
Labrador School Trustees
Association.

One of the things I would ask the
minister to address here 1s why,

in the objectives of the
associatiaon, there is not a
section that talks aboul
collective hargaining
responsibilities. I mention Lhat

because it is my understanding the
School flrustees Association doas

have representatives on the
comnittee which meets wilth the NTA
when they negotiate an NTA
agreement. . It seems ko me

appropriate that it at least be
¢lear they have a responsibility

there. Now, I do not know if they
are represented. Maybe it is the
educational councils who are
represented. It seems to me the

School Trustees Association should
appropriately have a role there.

The reascn I mention it here is to
particularly point out one other
aspect of 1t. As hon. members
know, many of the school boards in
this Province have ftwo separate
and major groups of employees.
One 1is the teachers and the okther
is the support staff, the
secretaries, the janitors, the bus
drivers and so on. A lot of them
do work under collective
agreements now and those
collective agreecmenks are belween
the +individual school bhoards and
the union which is the bargatining

agent for the employees. Now, 1in
many cases that ds {he Canadian
Union of Public Employees or
CUPH. In other cases, 1t is the

Newfoundland Association of Public
Employees.
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I know from talking to a number of
the people 1involved with these
unions we are now at the point
where about three-quarters, I
helieve, of the school boards are
organized and they are actually
looking forward to the day when
there will be a master agreement
covering the school hoards
throughout the Province.

So it seems to be appropriate for
the minister to look at the bill.
In the Committee stage he may wish
to amend it to increase the number
of objects for il or the powers of
it or any of the other sections
Lhal  may naye Lo be done to
reflect the fact that this
organization, T think, will have
to bhecome involved din c¢ollective
bargaining in tLhe fukture. I
mention that as, as we said at our
convention, a friendly amendment.
It 1is not a friendly amendment,
but maybe it 1is something that is
an oversight and not dincluded in
the legislation itself.

I support the legislation, but
personally 1t is my hope the
Newfoundland and Labrador School
Trustees Association, five, ten,
Fifteen or twenty years from now,
will have a much stronger role in
education, and that the
Integrated, the Roman Catholic,
and Ehe Pentecostal educational
councils would take more of a back
role in termms of 1t, because these
school trustees associations are
Lhe ones who are actually elected,
For the most part, by the parents
of the kids who are .in school. It
is the parents who really deserve
to have conlroel over their school
system.

As it dis now, M™Mr. Speaker, I

suggest they do not. What they
have 1is a system where they do
elect a certain proportion. They

can elect, I think, two thirds of
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them in all the school hoards” and
in the Integrated ones they aelect
all, I think. In the Catholic
school system, sometimnes, there is
a number appointed.

It is one of the amendments we
would certainly like +o see done
to the other 1legislation which

sats up the school boards ditself

so they are all elected. We feel,
eventually, the elected
representatives of the parents,

which is what a school board is,
are the people who should have the
major say in how our school system
goes. We have talked to them, we
have talked to the parents, and
other than the fact the systems
have such a tremendous amount of
influence from outside of the
community through the religions, I
think a greater degree of
co-operation would occur.

I refer you to places 1like Deer
Lake, for example, where within

the last o years a major
Pentecostal school was build and
as a result the quality of
education in the Integrated

school, which lost those students,
decreased significantly because
they no longer had the {teachers
and the courses to offer their
student:s.

Oon that basis that was a steaep
backwards, in my opinion, and not
a step forward, I think 1if the
parents themselves in that
community had & much larger say
about what was going on they would
not have volted for that kind of a

school system. They would have
looked for one in which the
resources were more properly

shared and were more available on
the basis that we could give a
high quality education.

The same thing occurred in Corner
Brook last year where they were
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trying to close down a couple of
elementary schools and there was a
tremendous uproar at the time.
People said, quite frankly, when
it came to the education of their
children, they wanted to have the
highest quality education in
schools located most conveniently
to them, especially in the lower
grades, and although they wished
to continue with the
denominational system, they  did
not want it to deprive them of
what they thought was their right,
that is to good quality education
locally available.

So, Mr. Speaker, having said those
comments on the particular bill,
we are quite supportive of it
although we think that the
minister has left a bit out when
he refused to have collective
bargaining obligations dincluded in
it. Other than that, we have
enjoyed the opportunity to debate
with the member for the Strait of
Belle Tsle (M, Decker) and
correct many of the misconceptions
he nas pit Forward about  our
position and to put more firmly on
Lhe record our feeling about wheare
the school system has got to go.

We have major problems 1in the
school system now, the problems
are getting bigger, and the
ostrich like approach the Minister
of Education has taken by burying
his head 1in the sand, will not
suffice any more.

Let us debate where we are going.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
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Mr. Speaker, I have to say I share
many of the concerns expressed by
the hon. the member for Menihek

(Mr. Fenwick) about the
consequences of our present
education system. What he says is

in part true. There 1s a sound
basis for some of his criticism.

I went through such a school
system where the school I went to
until Grade VII was a one-room
school. Then there was a terrific
expansion, 100 per cent dncrease
and it became a two-room school
For the rest of my school career.
Across the little pond was another
much larger school, a Roman
Catholic school, with ten or
twelue rooms, and we were totally
separated. There was little or no
co-aperation, anc ue suffered
greatly as .a result of that.
There is no question about khat,
that is true, Those things
happen.

We are getting less value for our
educational dollar because of the
structure of our system at the
moment. We came a long way toward
correcting that 1in 1969 when the
initial change was made and there
was the coming together of a
number of denominations to form
the integrated school system.
That resulted in significant
improvements, and it has overcome
a lot of these problems.

But that was done, Mr. Speaker,
with consent of the people
involved in it and with a major

effort and a very commendable
effort: at co-operation. That did
not mean that all the 1ills were
cured. That Jlittle school Lthat T
talked about became the integrated
school. I do not know whether it
disappeared before that or not.
But around about that Lime, even

though it had dincreased to five or-
six rooms din  the wmeanlime, they
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came to their senses and started
to co—operate with the -Roman
Catholic School Board in the area
and ultimately that school was
closed out and all of the children
in Stephenville Crossing now:go to
the single school system operated
by the Roman Catholic Church.

Jjudgement, they ¥ are
hetter off for it,
without regard ko what -« their
religious affiliations are s So
that was done by consenk, and it
is a c¢lassic example of what can
he achieved with co-operatian and
goodwill. i

In my
infinitely

Clearly we have many places in
this Province, Tike the: one
mentioned by +the hon. member for
the Strailt of Belle Isle, where
there is a great deal more of such
co-operation needed. Clearly we
are paying more for our education
than we would have to pay ifsthere
was a higher level of co-operation
and the schools were operated on a
different basis. So clearly- those

wrongs do exist. To that extent,
the hon. the member for Menihek is
quikte correct. That wrong needs

to be corrected.

Where he 1is totally wrong 1is in
the solution he proposes.’ Two
wrongs have never, ever made a
right.

The people of this Province have a
constitutional right to the
education system, and it is based
on their religdions beliefs, in the
main. It is not a question of
teaching religion. Fueryhody can
have an opportunity to :teach
religion on Lheir churchnes ar
anywhere else they want to. - It is
a malter of teaching T1ife and
preparing for life on the basis of
religious conuictions - and
principles- That d1s what people
are concerned about, ensuring that
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their children are prepared for
life with a proper moral
foundation and a proper religious
foundation, in their view.

Now, whether they are right or
wrong 1in  that does not matter.
They have a c¢onstitutional right
under our system Lo have it Lhat
way, and you cannot trample on
constitutional rights.

T happen to he one who believes we
can co-operate together and put in
a single system and still bring
religious principles to bear, but
I cannot say we should force Lthis

on people who have a
constitutional right to have it
otherwise. That 1s where the hon.
memher for Menihek is totally
wrong.

His concerns about the

difficulties and the problems and
the wrongs in our educational
system at the moment are obviously
well founded and I share them.
But I disagree totally with his
proposed solution.

We ought bto do everything we can
in this House and government cught
ko do everything it can within its
means to ensure that the maximum
level of c¢o-operaltion among the
denominations is achieved, that
the maximum dnducement. s  giuven
for people to co-operate, and
insktead of necessarily  providing
money for two schools, dinduce the
boards involued, whebher it 1is the
Pentecostal, the Roman Catholic,
or the Tntegrated, to work
together and build a single school
and share common facilities. Fuen
if for a period of time they may
have different classrooms, they
could still have gym facilities in

common, library facilities in
commnon, and science labs in
common . A great deal can be done

to achieve this total dintegration
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of our educational system on a
basis which is acceptable to our
paople and not offensive Lo our
people. That d1s what 1is wrong
with the system proposed and bthe
steps proposed by the hon. member
for Menihek, That is where he Is
wrong.

There are a great number of
comminities in this Province where
there is a high level of
co—operation taking place. It has
been going on for twenty and
thirty years, in some cases, and
it 1s great to see. It is hetter
te achieve those desired results
by that means, than by ramming it
down people's throats and saying,
'"Even though you have a
constitutional right, we are going
to eliminate 1it.' That approach,
Mr. Speaker, 1is wrong, and I think
everybody would agree.

I can understand the level of
impatience. I had a level of
impatience with the system

myself. I considered that I was a
victim of the system. I Finished
high school without having
anything in the way of a foreign
language. I could not study

French or Laltin or Spanish, or
anything else. I had never taken
a science course, The teacher who
taught me in Grade XI had,
himself, only Grade XI and one

Summer 1in  Summer school. Now,
Ehat dis a Lkerrible system. It is
a terrible wrong to he
continuing. It is not that

desperate today, but there are
still some wrongs that exist, and
we ought to use all of our
energies 1in an effort to change
it, But the effort to change it
must be made in a way that is
acceptable to people and not
offensive Lo them, to thaeir
religious convictions or to their
constitutional rights.
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MR. TULK:
As they did in Fogo.

MR. WELLS:

As they did din Fogo, as the hon.
the member for Fogo indicates - a
high level of co-operation.

MR. BAKER:
Glenwood.
MR. WELLS:

Glenwood. Any number of members
of the House can refer to a Jreat
number of examples where this has
been achieved. And I think the
direction that the government 1is

taking in this regard is,
generally speaking, the right

direction in terms of bringing
greater levels of co-operation in
the syslem.

Now, mind vyou, there is a great
falling down on the part of the
gouvarnment. in  terms of  general
fairness in all communities in

Newfotndland in provicding
reasonable access ko education,
particularly in rural
Newfoundland. They are falling

down terribly there.

Co-operation is the key, Mr .
Speaker. As the hon. the member
for the Strailt of Belle Isle (Mr.
Decker) noted, the School Trustees

Association is a means of
providing and achieving and
promoting that level of
co—operation. They can do a great

deal towards achieving that and
bringing us, in a proper and
acceptable way, towards a sysktem
that will enable us ultimately to
get Fhe best value For our
educational dollar and ensure that
people throughout this Province
have reasonable AcCcess Lo a
good-qualily education, no matler
where they are.

For those reasons, Mr. Speaker, -
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and I heartily endorse all of the
comments of the hon. the mamber
for +the Strait of Belle Isle in
Fhis  regard - T am happy to
support the bill and happy to take
some action, at least, towards
trying to correct the misguided
approach suggested by the hon. the
member for Menihek.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I want to make a
brielf dintervention at this point
in the debate. I think it has
bhean instructive this morning,
ostensibly under a discussion of
The Schools Trustees' Act which ds
hefore us, but members have taken

Lhe opportunity o explore a
wide-range of dissues. I think,
given s ome Of the very real

difficulties that exist in the
education system, which the member
for the Strait of Relle Isle
referred to and in deference to
the bill 1in front of us said he
would not elaborate on, I think at
this point it would be worthwhile
bringing back, if you will, a
context in which this discussion
happens and that is the wveary
immediate difficulties facing,
particularly, many of the rural
schools in the area.

If I way, I would like to read an
excerpl From Lhe most recent
edition of The NTA Bulletin in
which a teacher from Corner Brook
has submitted a short verse with
referaence Lo the difficulties and,
in particular, the position of the
Mindister of Fducation and some of
his recent controversial
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comments . The verse 1is entitled
'Let Them Eat Hake', and it hegins:

"Teachers of rural Newfoundland/
So ill-equipped please understand/
Loyola knows whereof he spoke/
Underfunding's just a joke/
There's no mistake, there's no
misquote/ What I have said that's
what they wrote / And what they
wrote that's what I said / Its not
Fhe funds 1its them -instead/ You
just are not quite qualified/ To
do thal: job where you appliecd/
Fulfill our education wishes/
Here's Flilve barley Jloaves and Lwo
small fishes/ And while your
distant urban cousins/ Wikh Toaves
and fishes by the dozens/ Perform
great feats to stun the nation/ It
is their experience and education/
Look 'round the Cabinet and 'round
the House/ You'll find among this
motley crew/ Ex-rural teachers by
the score/ Notice our Brian was
one too/ So don't despair and tear
your hair/ Nor crack your chalk in
two/ Remember greakt Loyola Hearn
was once a rural teach, like
you." A very fine verse, T think,
Mr . Speaker, which, in fine
fashion, sums up  many of  the
concerns that people, especially
dealing with the rural problemns in
education, would Jlike +to submit,
and T think it is appropriate to
put it on the record of this
House, especially when 1t draws
our wattention to the many former
rural teachers who are amonyg us,
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, [ do not intend to be
too long. It is not often that I
support some of the things members
of the Official Opposition say,
but: T do have sympathy with and
support for some of the things the
hon. the member for the Stralb of
Belle Isle said this morning. My
raal concern, M. Speaker, dis whatb
appears to be the attitude of the
NDP Coward Lhe whole
denominational system of education
in Lkhis Province.

While T think we all agree Chat

there is a nead for more
co-—oparation, T think, M
Speaker, except for the NDP Party,
we also all agree Lhat the

denominational system of education
has been, 1s, and hopefully will
continue to be, very good for this
Province. While I do not think we
have any fear of the NDP ever
becoming the governing party in
this Province, and God forbid not
only for educational reasons but
for many others if they did, I
think whal we are seeing here
today 1s an attempt by the NDP to,
in the nolk so long term perhaps,

destroy or try to destroy - I do
not 1:hink they will auer be
successful in doing it - the very

denominational system of education
which has served this Province, as
T said, so well. Mr. Speaker,
that 1s a real concern to me.
However, as T said, perhaps I
should not be concerned, hecause I
am  sure tvhey will never bhe 1in a
position to have any great
influence on 1it.

Mr. Speaker, I want to refer to an
article which I think all members
of the House have seen, It 1is
called '"Playing Not So Trivial
Pursuit'. I will not read all the
article, Mr. Speaker.
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It has to do with a survey that
was done, a cross—-country sludent

test, which produced some
startling resulls. I quote part
of 1it: "With the co-operation of
local school boards, bLhe CTVU test

presented twenty basic questions
on history, current affairs and
geography to 2700 Grade XIT

students. The low overall scores
astounded them as did the
contrasts between cities. The
final marks from East to West
were: Victoria, ©5B5h.1 per cent;

Calgary, 68.7 per cent; Edmonton,
60.5 per cent, Regina, 53.4,
Montreal, 48.8 per cent; and St.

John's, Newfoundland, 70.3 per
cent."

Further in the article, Mr.
Speaker, 1t says, "The biggest
surprise, though, was that

Newfoundland, & Province not noted
for fluents, topped the 1ldist."

The next sentence, I think, Mr.
Speaker, is indicative, "Could
it's peculiar educational sysiem,
in which every school 1is a church
school and gets funded equally, be
a factor?"

MR. SIMMS:
The answer 1s, yes.

MR. FENWICK:

(Inaudible).
MR. RUSSELL:
That 1s what the hon. Leader for
the NDP Party would 1like, Mr .
Speaker. I have read the whole

article and there are some good
points 1in it and there are some
negative points 1in 1it. The NDP
Party, Mr. Speaker, would destroy
everything pertaining to the
denominational system of education
if they had the opportunity to do
$O. T would like for at least the
official Opposition and us to get
that point out to the people of
this Province, that that is their
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ultimate aim, that is thedir
ambition, 1.0 destroy the
denominational system of education.

MR. LONG:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:
I feel obliged to rise, when the
ninister is referring ko Ehis

party. The NDP Party is a
tautology. We have a Neaw
Democratic Party or we have the
NDP. There is no such thing as an
NDP Party. Given the context of
the discussion we are on,
education, when members are

talking about this party I would
beg all members, and especially
ministers, ko get 1t clear, please.

MR. SIMMS:

To that point of order, Mr .,

Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the hon.
the President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:

The hon. member  is absolutely
correct. There 1s no NDP Party,
and there will not be after the
next election, Mr. Speaker. The

NDP is a Socialist Party. That is
what they are, and that 1is how
they should be properly referred
to.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Minister of
Enviromnent and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr . Speaker, NDP also stands for
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something else, which is
unparliamentary and I will not say
it.

Just to take a couple of minutes
with regard to this bill, I would
like to compliment the School
Trustees' Association on the
things that they have accomplished
since their dnception, and what

they are trying to do. They are
very concerned, I have met with
some of Ehem +Hin the Lewisporte

district and other parts, and I
know their hearks are +in the right

place. They are a very sincere
group of individuals, and very
qualified to deal with the

problems Facing the educational
system, especially their executive
secretary, Mr. Speaker, who is
sitting in the gallery.

Seriously, Mr. Speaker, they are a
very worthwhile association and
their objectives and aims and
terms of reference, and everything
else they stand for, are to be
complimented. I would like,
certainly on wmy own behalf on
behalf of most of the people in
this Legislature, to pledge my
co-operation and support to them.
Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Refore recognizing the hon. the
minister, I would 1ike to take
this opportunity to welcome Mr.
Myrle Vokey, Executive Director of
the NewFoundland School Trustees'
Association.

SOME HON. MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
If the minister speaks now, he
will close the debate.

The hon. the Minister of Education.
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MR. HEARN:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I would 1like +to Jjoin with the
comments of most of the speakers
in recognizing the tremendous Jjob
done by the Newfoundland and

Labrador School Trustees'
Associakion. Perhaps more
particularly now than in the past,
this organization s really

challenged and will show the
tremendous leadership it contains
in working together with the other
agencies in  bringing together a
number of boards which are out
there. '

We heard an awful 1ot of talk this
morning about co—gperation and
lack thereof, etc., but if we look
at what is happening today, we see

a move underway presently to
consolidate even further the
thirty-five boards at present in
the Province. We will have many

fewer than that 1in a few short
years time.

The Integrated Education Committee
has already completed a study, has
made some preliminary
recommendations, and are moving
right away to consolidate some of
the school  Dboards. Of course,
this dis only possible with the
co—operation of the local trustees
in the wvarious areas, and they
have shown tremendous leadersihip
in coming together, which will
improve the educational
opportunities for the children in
Ehe areas involved.

Above and bheyond that, a more
recent study commissioned by the
Catholic Education Committee,
which really, T suppose, took the
hint from the Integrated Education
Committee, which recommended not
only the coming together of their
own boards but co-operation and
coming together with the Roman
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Catholic school boards in a number
of areas, the Roman Catholic stludy
also recommended consolidation of
its own bhoards buli went Further to
recommend consolidation of boards
in areas that covered a geographic

area, which included
representatives of all the
different denominations, schools

of the different denominaktions, so
that they could more practically
use the resources which are
available to them.

I think we are going to see a lot
of interesting things happen along
the line of what the Leader of the
Opposition said. I am glad to see
he supports what we are doing, and
agrees with what we are doing, as
does the member for the Strait of
Belle Isle and, I understand, all
members of the Opposition. We are
encouraging and promoting
co—operation among the
denominations. The way 1s clear.
It 4is known by all of those
involued 1in education the way we
must go as our school population
declines, as our resources,
hopefully, do not become Ffewer,
but we do have Fewer resources as
everyone knows, and we have to
make bekter use of what we have,
There are two ways of doing 1it:
Force people to do 1it, which
legally you cannot do hecause
there is a protection in Lhe
Constitution for the different
denominations, and rightly $0,
But even if you could, you would
find, when you try to force people
to do something, they tend to dig
in their heels, or bury their
heads and perhaps object. You
encourage, you promote, and you
assist, and that 1s exactly what
we are doing,.

For members of the ND Party - I
remember 1t clearly. I was also
brought to task at one time for
saying the NDP Party, but I have
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two reasons now for remembering it
clearly: One is kLhe ND,
non-denominational party, and a
1ittle later on we can refer to
them as the ND, now defunct
parity. For them to say that our
system is a waste, that our system
is the result of what is happening
in our Province din relation to
education. We are very proud of
what is happening in our Province
in  relation to education. The
excerpts read by my colleague for
Lewisporte just show us once again
where Newfoundlanders have come
out in front. Our problem with
education is 1like our problem with
many other things, we forget to
promote the good things that are
happening and we emphasize the
negatives, The Leader of the NDP
got up this morning and gauve
examples of little communities in
the Provice where we stil have two
or three schools and, yes, there
are a few, bul we have to remember
that we have about 570 schools 1in
this Province. A few short years
ago, before 1969, we had over 1300
schools in the Province and then
we saw the coming together of the

integrated group. That is
co—-operation. That was the start
of 1L, but dt  has gone much

further than that since then.
Fogo 1is a typical example, where
nine schools were replaced by
one., We can name Pasadena, we can
name Gambo, and we can go on and
on. We also have to recognize 1in
Newfoundland, geographically we
have many areas where
denominational co-operation is not
possible, because you have strong
areas of one denomination or
other, and such co-operation 1is,
as I say, impossible and you see @&
centralization of tLthe schocls 1in
those areas as populations drop
and road conditions improve, etc.

There are many good things
happening. Many of these things
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that are happening are inspired by
the local volunteers, the trustees
at the local 1level, because they
are responsible for delivering
education at that level and
without their co-operation, the
progress that dis being made would
have been impossible to make.

The Leader of the NDP also
mentioned that schools are being
built totally without contact
among the different
denominations. Nothing could be
Further from the truth. In fact,
it is an dinsult to the people who
make up Denominational Education
Commitktees 1in the Province. They
work extremely closely together.
The execultive directors, who do
the front line work for them,
share offices. We meet wikth them
on & monthly basis on different
matkers quite often, and they,
themselves, are constantly sending
in to uws not dindividual reports
and suggestions, but joint
suggestions for co-operation and
progress in all fields of
education. That was a thorough
insult to them to say that they
are building schools without any
contact or co-operation.

I think it 1is also an insult to
the trustees out there and to the
members of the Denominational
Education Committees, to say they
sit on councils hecause of their
own vested interests. They sit on
these organizations, giving p
their own time, enerqgy, and
efforts, to promote educaltion in
the Province and to assist where
possibhle. I think it is with our
Jeadership, promotional assistance
and financing, despite what the
Leader of the Opposition says

about 'the general unfairness, we
are falling down in not delivering
our finances equally.' T might

say that we as a government do
deliver our finances equally, and
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that dis what has created the
problein, because you can do a lot
more in larger areas than you .can
in others. What has aggravated
the discrepancy is +the amount of
revenue collected by School Tax
Authorities in the Province,
School Tax Authorities that were
brought din by the government of
which he was a member. And I do
not c¢criticize him for that, I
congratulate him, because i
support School Tax Authorities.
They are bringing 1in many dollars
that we do not have ourselves to

put  into ecducation at the local
level, where they have a say in
how the money 1s used. What we

are trying to do is to offset this
discrepancy by readjusling our
financial delivery +to the rural
areas 1in particular, so that they
will have equal funding, and very
soon we will see that day.

Mr. Speaker, with that I would add
my own word of congratulations to
the Newfoundland and Labrador
Schooal Trustees' Association. 1
thank them for the tremendous job
they are doing, and I encourage
them to work closely together to
continue this work because there
are challenging days ahead.

AN HON. MEMBER:
There are?

MR. HEARN:

Yes. Despite the fact a lot of
good Ehings are happening and have
happened, we still have a long way
to go. But working together and
collectively, we can dget there,
With that I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "an Act To
Incorparate The Newfoundland And
Labrador School Trustees'
Association," read a second time,
ordered referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on tomorrow.
(Bill No. 9)
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MR. SIMMS:
Move on to Order 27.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"Aan Act To Amend The Newfoundland
Teacher (Colleckive Bargaining)
Act, 1973." (Bill No. 27).

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:

Mr. Speaker, this is really labour
legislation and on behalf of my
colleague, the Minister of Labour
(Mr. Blanchard), I am proud to
introduce it. :

It is really to give substance to
an agreement which has been
reached between the Newfoundland
Teachers Association and the Roman
Catholic School Roards whereby
under certain conditions members
of religious orders such as nuns
and Christian brothers can be
exempted from seniority provisions
as they are under control of their
orders when they are posted in
certain areas. With our declining
school enrollments and changing
positions and loss sometimes of
teaching positions 1in the field,
we find a member of a religious
order would have less senjorily
than perhaps a lay teacher in that
area. There have been a number of
problems in the past where a
senior member of the Leaching
force on the school will be laid
of f rather than the religious
order who would have less
seniority. In fact, we had a
court case some time ago on that.

But now the Newfoundland Teachers
Association and the school boards
have reached an agreement whereby
in certain areas this can be taken
care of and actually the amendment
is to make sure 1t 1s covered in
The Collective Bargaining Act.
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I move second reading,

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
off Belle Tsle.

MR. DECKER:

On Dbehalf of my colleague for
Stephenuille (Mr. K. Aylward), I
will reply to this bill, M
Speaker. I do not think it is
particularly earth-shattering. It
is pretty well to do something
which was already done some years
ago.

I am not overly familiar with the
religious orders, Mr. Speaker. I
have never had the privilege of
being taught by the religious
orders, but I think it ds probably
my loss because I did not get some
exposure to them.

The only question I bhave about
this is not necessarily a
criticism of the bill. But I
would like For bthe minister when
he <closes the debate to address
the retroactiveness of this
particular legislation. The bill
renders Jegality Lo the original
contract of 1982 which saw an
arrangemenl worked out that would
accommodate many teachers within
religious orders. Now this is as
the minister pointed out.

But I always twig when I see
things being done retroactively.
This government has been famous
for retroactive legislation. If
you have any doubt, just ask
anyone who ever was 1involuved 1in
Labrador City when the mine cut
back there and the effect that
that had on a lot of the people
when the retroactive legislation
was brought in. I am sure the
minister dis aware of what I am
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talking about.

The thing which always concerns me
about retroactive legislation 1is I
might be doing something right at
this very minute, Mr. Speaker, and
in eight or ten years time I could
discover what I am doing is
illegal and I could be fine for

doing 1it. So there is always a
bad taste left in my mouth when I
see anything being done

retroactively.

We had an example of +that bhere
this mwmorning, T belieue, when T
called the road signs on the

Trans-Canada Highway to the
attention of Lhe Minister of
Transporfaition (Mr. Doyle). T

discovered by coincidence it was a

half hour an hour sarlier,
retroactively, he had already made
a decision to do that. So thereo

is something about retroactively
which leaves a 1little bit of a
question mark in my mind.

But this particular hill, Mr .
Speaker, it has been worked out.
It should have been done in 1982.
This legislation should have gone
through the House in 1982 when the
contract was signed.
Nevertheless, since it was not
gone through in 1982, I do not
think it d4is going to disrupt the
educational system in this
Province, I do not think 1t is
qoing to stop any schools form
being built. It is not going to
interfere with Lthe education of
the people down in Roddickton who
have two systems which my friend
from the NDP Party is so concerned
about.

So we are pleased to support this
particular bill, Mr. Speaker, and
hope it gets speedy passage
through the House.

MR. FENWICK:
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Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, it seeams like
education day today. To tell you
the truth, in looking at the
particular piece of legislation,
it was a piece of legislation I
had some serious concerns about
and I just want to recount some
personal experiences 1in order to
give you the background on it
because I think it is -important to
give 1it.

In Cape St. George, where my wife
teaches, she teaches 1n a high
school <called Notre Dame D'Cape
which s a high school *that has
been operating there for, I guess,
abont Lthirty or forty years, Dbut
in all the time we have lived
there, which 1is thirty years, the
community was fortunate enough to
have a number of members of the
congregation of the Presentation
Sisters as teachers, principals,
and so on in the school there.

I say fortunate enough bhecause
back in the 1960s when the school
system was in a period of flux,
the arrival of the Sisters was a
tremendous blessing to the
commnunity. I wmean that in more
than a religious sense Dbecause
what 1t brought for the first time
was a professional group of
teachers who had a tremendous
commitment to the profession.

I remember +talking to a woman who
taught at Cape St. George in 1964,
her name then was Helen Gale, and
her name now ‘is Helen White, and
she is now a teacher in
Stephenuille, but she 1s always
remembered by the dindividuals at
Cape St. George as a individual
who had a tremendous commitment to
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teaching. She told me stories of
the times when teachers were hired
for the school system, because of
the lack of teachers, T guess, in
the early 50s, 60s and so on, who
would teach there until the middle
of April and then would go lobster

Fishing and just quit. As a
result, the whole school system
was in Flux. There was a

difficulty of getting any kind of
reasonably good education done

Lhere.

When the Presentation Sisters
arrived there and when other
teachers whao were more
professional were introduced to

the system, it eventually
stablized and the quality of the
teaching improved considerably,
and the Sisters were a very
important element of 1it. There
were as many as eight, nine or ten
Sisters there at a time.

I say that because I think it is
important to use that as a
background to what I am going to
say next which is that in the last
number of vyears there has only
been two or three Sisters 1left
there and, unfortunately, -+instead
of being teachers who were in the
classrooms and so on, several of
them were just administrators. As
administrators, they tend Lo make
it very difficult din a school
which would end up as a Sister as
a Principal for two or three years
and then leave and go somewhere
else, and another one would be
brought +in for another couple of
years and then leave and go
somewhere else, and Lthe continuity
of administration of the school
suffered greatly.

I should mention, by the way, that
this September will he the first
year that Notre Dame D' Camp will
have a lay teacher in all the time
“that we have been there and I
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guess for a number of years before
that. T look on that as an
improvement because this way there
will be an individual who  is
resident in the community, and who
is also bilingual, by the way,
because that d1s a French high
school or a high school with a
major French dimmersion program in
it That is Important. That was
one of the liabilities with the
Sisters, many of {hem could not
speak French. As a matter of
fact, none of them could, of all
the ones that we had there.

In the last number of years, the
presence of the Sisters as
administrators in Lhese schools
ended up to be not as much of a
positive 1influence 1in the systenm
as they had twenty years earlier
when they were there, I think
that dis a symbol of what is
happening in our school system in
general and with what is happening
to the Presentation $Sisters, the
Sisters of Mercy, the Christian
Brothars and SO on, is that
because of declining numbers, they
are now having to reaccess their
role.

So, when I looked at this piece of
legislation, which essentially
enshrined an agreement made a
numbher of years ago by the NTA and
the government, I was wondering
whether or nobt this is the kind of

thing we wanted Lo perpetuate. Sa
what: I did was get in touch with
the Newfoundland Teachers'

Association and talked to their
individuals about the background
of this particular piece of
legislation and what it intends to
accomplish.

In talking to them, what it
appears to be, in a sense, 1is this
will cover a situation that
perhaps in five years will mean
there will be virtually no
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religious teaching din our school

systems at all. Now, I am not
saying that ds a good or bad
thing. All T am saying is thak

that seems to be the direction to
which it is leading.

For example, in 1982 to 1983,
which 1s, I think, six years ago,
there were 221 religious teachers
teaching in our school systems 1in
this Province under this
particular agreement, and those
221 were spread out among 8§,000
teachers. Four vyears later, 1n
1986-87 the 221 religiocus teachers
had dropped down to 164 and
one-half. T do not profess Lo
understand where the half came
from but 164 and one-half was the
number.

This year, the 1987-88 school
year, we have 160 religious
covered by that particular clause
here, which means Lhat the number

has decreased in the short five or
$six year period by some sixty-one
religious which dis, at that point,
something like about one-third of
the number we had.

In talking to Sisters who I have
known, it seems to me what they
are doing is looking at their own

role and redefining it. For
example, a number of the
Presentation Sisters and the

Sisters of Mercy are going now to
communities where it 1is extremely
difficult to get well-trained
teachers to teach. They are also
expanding their mandate so it 1is

notk just teaching they are
involved in, but they are involved
more in community development

work, which I think 1is an area
that 1s @& significant one that
they can make a major contribution
to.

Tn talking ko Lorraine Michaels,
who I believe 1is one of the most
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highly committed Sisters i1in the
entire Province, and 1is, hy the
way, I think, a very dnfluential
force in  the Sister of Mercy
congregation in this Province,
because a lot of the other Sisters

take their lead from the
commitment that she has to
minority causes and the
willingness she has to he a

community activist, which dis the
role that they seem to be chunking
out.

So what we are seeing, in a sense,

is the passing of an era. It may
be, in a sense, a shame this era
is passing, but 1t is. We will

probably have a period of time in
a number of years where there will
be virtually no religious covered
by this particular c¢lause, and, in
that sense, I think we would look
on it with & sense of nostalgia.
Also, in another respect, because
we do have properly trained lay
teachers there and wmany of the
religiouns tied up in education are
now 1into other pursuits, such as
the Brother T.1. Murphy Learning
Center, for example, which is an
institution set up to address a
specific need that the education
system did not seem to be
responding to properly. So, in a
sense, this whole re-definition of
the role 1is probably a good thing
in that other needs we have had to
have addressed are being addressed.

By the way, one of the other
things I wanted to mention was
that, of the 160 covered by the
contract, fifty-six of them were
administrators in the year
1987-88, which meant that 1if you
actually added it up, there are
slightly over 100 religious in
this Province who are actually in
classrooms Lteaching. So in a
sense, 100 out of 8,000 teachers,
or whatever the number is now, is
not a huge number.
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I thought I would mention those
comments because it 1s a change.

Again, I guess, there are
different attitudes to 1it. T know
that in Grand Falls the
announcement the Christian

Brothers were no longer continuing
on with the school there was
greeted with a tremendous amount
of regrel: by the people of Grand
Falls who recognized their

contribution over a long period of
time.

T am not sure 1if Gthere was an
effort made to get them back. Was
it successful?

MR. SIMMS:
There WA s a
(inaudible) .

public meeting

MR. FENWICK:
They are still trying.

So there is obviously a role there
and it has been an influential
role in the past, but not nearly
to the extent there has been, say,
twenty or thirty years ago when
really the great missionary work
in our school system was done.

Now, we hope there 1s a new role

for tham. il hope they can
continue to dimprove the number of
recruils to Lhese religious

orders, which has been a probhlem
in the past.

Bult on thal: basis, Mr. Speaker, we
are 1n support of the particular

change to Tha MewFoundland
Teachers Association Collective
dargaining Act, since in

consultation with the teachers, it
seams this 1is Jjust @& method of
accommodating religious people
within the school system and, in a
sense, 1s a provision perhaps ten
years from now, perhaps
unfortunately, will no longer be
necessary.
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MR. HEARN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
If the wminister speaks now, he
will close the debate.

The hon. the Minister of Education.

Mr. Speaker, it 1is, as the Leader
of the New Democratic Parbty said,
really an amendment which may,
somawhere down the road,
unfortunately, not he necessary.
Rut 1t does serve a purpose at
present and the retroactivity of
it undoubtedly will cover the area
between discussions around the
agreement and gekting it here Lo
the House, It 1is no more than
that.

It might, in closing, be a wvery
appropriate time to speak about
the great job the religious have
done in our schools. I personally
am a product of the Presentation
Sisters.

When we hear these days about
equality and lack of opportunity
for women in the work force and in
leadership roles, certainly the
Sisters did not know much about
that because all women, of course,
right  through high school years,
in fact, the only teachers in the
school who were women were nuns.
The Principal certainly of all the
schools under the Siskters were
nuns . So consequently, the
leadership role was quite evident
in the past. Unfortunately, and I
say that because T Lhink it s
true, it is declining. The
dedicalt:ion by the religious in the
schools, the Sisters and the
Brothers will be very, wvery hard
to replace. Their main purpose in
life was to assist young people in

the pursuit of educational
opportunities and they were
No. 53 R2909



dedicated to Lhat twenly -Four
hours a day. When you have such
dedication and effort, 1t will be
very, very hard, as I say, to
replace.

MR. TORBIN:
All those in favour.

MR. HEARN:

So consequently, in the dinterim,
hopefully we will see an increase
in the numbers 1in the various
groups. But certainly at the
present time the 1little bit of a
dispute that does exist can be
clarified by the amendment here.

So I move second reading.

On motion, a bill, "an Act To
Amend The Newfoundland Teacher
(Collective Bargaining) Act,
1973," read a second time, ordered
referred to a Committee of the

Whole House on Lomorrow, (311l
No. 27).

MR. SIMMS:

Order 34,

Mokion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act Respecting The
Newfoundland Inskitute of

Agrologists." (Bill No. 38).

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,

Agricultural . and Northern
Development,

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, this Agrologists Act
is something that is very
important to the persons in
Newfoundland who are

professionally involued in the
study of agriculture, in assisting
our farmers and different persons
in  the agriculture community 1in
Newfoundland,

We are the only Prouvince in Canada
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which does not have an Agrologists
Act. Basically this Act which is
very simple ko do and obviously it

will go through the House I
suspeck very quickly, is very
important. It is a small number
of people who contribute

significantly to this Province.

The agrologists want to be able to
associate with their professional
counterparts on the Mainland on an
equal footing and we just want to
set up this act. It is set up the
way many of the associations of
professional engineers, the
association of whatever you have
in  Newfoundland, we have large
amounts of them. I guess with

that, Mr . Speaker, T certainly
have answers to any gquestions you
want ko ask me about The
Agrologists Act. With that, 1t

really 1s just designed to make
sure our agrologists are covered,
[t does not change bthe industry or
anything. It just puts our
Fellows on an equal footing wikth
everybody else 1in Canada.

I move second reading.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I agree with the minister the time
is probably passed due that we do
have an act that does govern and
regulate the practice of the
persons involved as professional
agriculturists in our Province.

In reading through the piece of
legislation, a number of differeaent
points come to my mind. Perhaps
when Ehe minister gets around Lo
closing debate on the subject, he
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may enlarge upon it.

In the explanatory note it states
that the purpose 1is to "provide
for the regulation of persons
practicing agrology in the
province." In the definition,
Section 2, an agrologist is
defined as "a professional
agriculturalist registered as an
agrologist under this Act."

Mow, 1in reading beyond that, the
question which comes to my wmind,
First of all, relates Lo Section 3
and it says "This Act will not
apply to or affect (&) & person
carrying on Lhe bhusiness of
Farming or the growing of crops,
unless he or she becomes a member
of the institute or practices
agrology." c

The question I have there 1is the
Act can effect & person who is not
a member of the institute, by the
way I read this Section, as long
as he or she practices agrology,
or as it says further down in that
same section, 'holds himself or
herself out as an agrologist.'

Now, in wmy mind, that raises a
couple of different questions and
perhaps the minister could explain
in more detail when he winds up
debate, whether or not the Act
does indeed affect or apply to
people who, though not members of
Lhe institute +o be Fformed, do
hold themselves out as agrologists
or professional agriculturalists
hacause when you talk about that,
and we ask that question, you Tlook
at Section 25  which has some
signifFicance, in that under
Of fences and Miscellaneous, "A
person who contravenes bthe Act 1is
guilty of an offence and 1s liable
on summary conuvicktion" to certain
penalties.

I would ask him to explain to me
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if the Act only applies, as 1t
seems 1in some wording, Lto those
who are registered with -the
institute ar also applies to
people who hold themselues out as
agrologists. T find that a little
unclear and maybe a little
ambiguous . My approach is not a
legal one but rather one as a
person interested in anything that
happens in the areas for which I
have shadow responsibility.

The other sections within the Act
itself, T read them in detall and
they seemed to me to be pretty
straightforward, Mr. Minister, and

are for the purpose stated. I see
no argument wibh any of the
sections other than the

clarification I sought there just
a minute ago.

T would like to - and I say this
as an individual member - I would
like to see always, I suppose, in
any professional association or
any other association which
totally affects our Province, I
would like to see this read, "An
Act Respecting The Newfoundland
And Labrador Institute of
Agrologists." Now, that may in
some sense be a small point bulb to
the people who 1live in Labrador,
euen though we may not have

professional agriculturists in
Labrador, we may very well have
them sometime in the future. It
strikes me IF we wish bto remain
cohesive between Lhe two
geoyraphic sections of our

Province, +that 1s +the Island of
NewFoundland and the region of
Labrador, that we should, whenever
possible, give some recognition ko
that area which I have the honour
of representing one seckion of,
and to some degree, all of it,
whaen we speak about shadow Cabinet
responsibilities for Northern
Development and matters that
concern the region of Labrador.
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That may be a small point in
whether or not 3t is worth an
amendment at this stage of the
game, 1s not a point that T press
at this time. Rut I would like to
axXpress the hought, as many
people in Labrador express time
after time, Lhat when you talk
about the Newfoundland Association
of or the Newfoundland this or the
Newfoundland +that, it creates in
the minds of people in Labrador
some feeling that they are being
left out. I do not think that was
intentional in any way, shape or
form, and I do not suggest that.
But I somehow would like to see
that sort of thing to ensure we do
have some kind of a cohesiveness
in our Province and that we do not
see the wugly head of separatism
raising dtself through some very
small inadventent point.

Generally speaking, in read-ing
through the legislation, I find no
sections T would object Lo except
for clarification which I ask for
in my opening remarks. T support
the piece of 1legislation for the
purposes as stated.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I think what probably
I should do is, as 1t dis one
o'clock, I will Jjust adjourn the
debate because there are a feuw
words I want to say on this on
Monday .

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember for Port de
Grave has adjourned the debate.

The hon. the President on the

Council.
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MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I want to inform hon.
members that on Monday we will be
continuing witih some legislation.
We will, din fact, be doing -
perhaps Lhe lLeader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the
NDP would Tike to take a noke of
this - The City of Mount Pearl Act
will be done on Monday.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

On today's Order Paper, it 1s on
the back of the page because it
was Jjust introduced yesterday, but

we gave a reading today. It is
Bill No. 55, T guess that is Lhe
appropriate note for him, The

City of Mount Pearl Act, Rill No.
K5,

Then we will be doing some Finance
motions, particularly, Monday we
want: to start with the motions
dealing with The Stock Saving Plan
ancd  the Venture Capital Program.

Those are, if you wish the
numbers, B111l 34 and Rill 35. T
suspect that will probably be as
much as we may do on Monday. So

we will leave it at that.

I will indicate on Monday what we
will be doing on Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday after we have a look at
the progress we have been making.

M-, Speaker, I move the House
adjoun until tomorrow, Monday,
June 13, at 2:00 p.m. and that
this House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow Monday,
June 13, at 2:00 p.m.
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