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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
e hon. Lhe
Stephenuille.

member For

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have an inuvitation Lo the tenth
anniversary of  the Stephenville
Fest.ival, which is he ing
celebrated this summer, going
around to all members of the hon.
House. It is a gala tenth
anniversary seasons and T would
hope as many hon. members as
possible will make an attempt to
‘attend the festival this Summer.
They have a fine number of plays
being put forward, and we are
looking forward to having a very
successful season out that way.

The Ffestival runs from 1 July to
31 July, and the official opening
will be 15 July. Brochures have
been sent to all members of the
House of Assembly, so I ook
forward to seeing as many members
as possible. 1f you can make it
we would really appreciate seeing
you . The plays being offered wi 1
be, wagain, I am sure, of great
talent. I thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME MON. MEMBERS:
flear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:
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Mr. Speaker, for members on this
side of the House may 1 say that
many of us over here were
attending Lhe Stephenuille
Festival when the hon. member was
in diapers, 1 dare say, many, many
years ago, and have continued to
he active participanis in the
Stephenville Festival. Indeed,
this government has been an active
supporter of the Stephenville
Festival, financially and
otherwise, and will continue to do
0. We accept bkhe hon. member's
invitation, being the member from
Lhe district. 1 am nol quilte sure
of the date of the hon. member's
wedd.ing.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
July 29.

MR. SIMMS:

July 29. So the hon. member will
probahly be on his honeymoon for &
portion of the Stephenuville
Festival, and that, indeed, will
be very sad.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPERKER:
The hon. the member for Bonauvista
Nowrth.

MR. LUSIH:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to ask
all  hon. mewnbers, Lhrough  your
Your Honour, to Jjoin with me 1in
expressing commendalions and
congratulations to two people from
the district of Bonavista North
who recently received significant
awairds for oulstanding
performances in their specific
Filelds of endeavour.

In the first instance, 1 refer Lo
Doctor Yong Kee Jeon,
Superintendent of the Brookfield
Hospital in the district of
Bopavista North, who was recently
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chosen as the Family Physician of
Lhe Year for all of Canada.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. [ USH:

When one considers the hundreds of
doctors who serve from British
Columbia to Newfoundland, one
realizes the significance of this
award, and din all dts history,
this is the first time this award
has ever been received by a
Newfoundland physician, Thus, the
reward represents not only a time
of pride and joy for Dr. Jeon and
his family but For all
Newfoundland .

The second outstanding
achievement, Mr., Speaker, was that
of Miss Diane Pritchett of Gambo.
Miss Pritchett was the first prize
winner at Lhe April 30 contesi for
young opera singers held in
Chicago.
SOME._ HON . EMBIERS :
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMONS:
About 250 people, aged eighteen to
thirty-five entered +this contest.

This particular contest is
designed to provide a showcase for
young singers. As a result, Lhe
proud winner will now be attending
a six—week seminar in Italy
sponsored by the Bel Canto
Foundation. This Foundaticn was

formed in 1976 to help young opera

singers develop their careers,
through providing the avenue to
perform publicly - sponsoring of
seminars and the provision of

scholarships 1o selected

candidates.

Previous award winners include
Karen Hoffstodi, who has performed
with Placido Domingo and with
companiaes throughoul  Euraope, and
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Mark Doss who became +the second
Amer-ican ever +to win Lhe Verdi
International Competition in Italy
and is now a performer at New York
City Opera.

I am sure all hon. members would
want to congratulate and commend
both nDr. Jeon and Miss Pritchett
on their outstanding achievements
and prestigious awards and wish
them continued success. They have
earned honour and distinction For
themselves and for our Province.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:
M. Speakaer, H+his is ULhe kind of
thing that I believe would be an
innovalive change to this House of
Assembly, if we were to consider,
perhavs, providing for some time
to allow members to get up and
make wvery imporltant comnents and
statements, when otherwise they
wouild nol: get: the opportunity
throughout the day.

May I again on behalf of
governmenl. extend, 1in response to
the hon. member's commendations to
Dr. Jeon and to Diane Pritchett,
government's best wishes and
congratulations on two very
outstanding achievements.

I noticed with great +interest the

member rfor Ronavista North's
attempt to pronounce all the
Italian names in his
dissertation. I did not get a

chance Lo jot tLhem down, but I
shall read Hansard with great
interest Lo see how it comes out,

M. Speaker, it
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certainly goes to show that when
Newfoundlanders, or people who
reside in Newfoundland put thetir
minds to it, they can achieve some
monumental things. In these
cases, Dr. Jeon and Diana
Pritchett have done exactly that

and we commend them on their
achievements. We are very bproud
of them.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasal

RefFore calling for Statements by
Ministers, I would like to welcome
to ithe Speaker's gallery Mr. John
MclLennon, a former member of this
House,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
T would also 1like to welcome 102

Grade v students with their
teachers, Mrs . Moores, Mrs .
Coombs, Miss Symonds and Mrs .
Godwin, from Macdonald DPrive

Elementary School, St. John's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Statements bv Ministers

MR, MATTHEWS:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I am very pleased today Lo
announce the approval of another
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185 projects under the

government's Private Sector
Employinent Program. These
projects involve a provincial

contribution of $395,912 employing
170 employees, and an additional
$176,340 employing 171 students,
for a total contribution of
$572,252 creating an additional
341 jobs throughout our Province,

Mr . Speakar, b aim  pleasaed to
advise that this program has once
again Lhis year been extremely
well received and supported widely
by the private secior. We have
received more than 1,700
applications to date.
Unfortunately, we will not be able
to assist all of Uthe applicants.
The balance of program funds will
be exhausted within a week or so,
and final recommendations are
being prepared now by the
Interdepartmental Committee which
is reviewing them.

Mr. Speaker, once again, another
341 jobs under the Private Sector
Employment Program.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, the key sentence in
Lha minister's statemant is
‘unfortunately, we will not be

able {0 assist all of the
applicants'. Of course, he will
not be able to assist all the
applicants, hecause there are
somewhere hetween 20,000 and

30,000 people in this Province who
do not have a job Loday. That is
why he cannot assist all - the
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applicants, nor should he be
aexpected .0 assist all the
applicants. His job, and the
goveirnment's job, is to c¢create an
economy where free enterprise can
do what it was designed 1o do,
namely, employ our people, Mr .
Speaker.

The praoblem is not  with  this
program, this 1is simply a stop-gap
measure, the problem is that the
@economy has beern brought to its
knees by this government, which
does not know how to wmake free
enterprise work, Mr. Speaker. The
minister should not be boasting,
the minister should try to sneak
this in after the House is closed,
like they do with other things, so
that no one will hear about it.
This 1is simply a band-aid to Lry
to revive an economy which they
have crucified, Mr. Speaker. It
is a disgrace, that is what it 1is,
and the minister should be ashamed
to bring it din.

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TUILK:
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Labour (Mr .
Blanchard), who was in his seat a
minute ago. I seem to have a
problem gelling ministers these
days, but here he comes.

Yesterday, the minister will
recall, in answer to a question he
stated that: "Mr . Buffett" -
referring to the chairman of the
Workers' Compensation Appeal
Tribunal - has informed me that he

has not acted in any case, either
For employers, ERCO included, or
employees., He has not taken any
cases since he has been Chairman
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of the Board. I have a letter
from him,.." T wonder would the
minister table that letter?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Lahour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, I did in fact say I
had a Tletler from Mr. Buffett to

that effect. I told the hon.
membeir that it Was being
examined. When I have the
information in place - I have yet

to speak with Mr. Buffett, M™Mr.
Speaker; I hope to do it perhaps
tomorrow morning ~ I will respond
to the hon. member further then.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplemantary, the hon. Lhe
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman

has Lhe letbter, so why does he nol
want to table it at this point?
What. has that goli o do wilh any
further investigation that he
mighl bhe carrying on now? T would
ask the hon. gentleman to
reconsidaer and Table {that leltepr
that he has from Mpr. Buffett?
What is he Lrying to do with it?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:
No, Mr. Speaker, I will not tabhle

that letter now. There is
clarification needed in the
letter, M™Mr. Speaker, and I have
told the hon. member - this is

about the third time - that I want
to talk to Mr. Buffetlt, get some
clarification of the letter, make
sure of whatt he 1s saying 1in the
letter, and I will table 1t then
or give him information then.
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MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
Lhe member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr Speaker, the minister
yesterday stated Cthat he had this
letter. The letter is there. The
words of M. Buffett are there.
We pointed out to the minister
yeslterday what had gone on. Now,

Mr. Speaker, I ask the minister,
once again, why it is that he is
refusing to table that letter from
Mr. Buffeti? Ts Lhere something
in there that he wants hidden?

MR. SIMMS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
President of the Council,

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not need to
remind you, bult obuiously we need
to remind the hon. the member for
Fogo, this is his second
supplementary gquestion, all on the
same matter, asking the very same

thing. and it is clearly out of
order, as Reauchesne says you
cannot ask the same question over
again. If you are dissatisfied
with the answer, put 1t on the
Order Paper [for Thursday

afternoon. You cannot multiply
the question in any way, shape or
form if it is the same. So, if he
has olhar questions Tleb him gelt on
with it.

MR. TULK:
Mr . Speaker, o that point of
order.

MR. SPEAKER:
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To that poinlt of order, the hon.
the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

The hon. gentleman is quite wrong
on the first question, and VYour
Honour obuiocusly knows he is quite
wrong otherwise he would rule me

out of order anyway. The hon.
genkleman is quite wrong. The
first question is, Will he table
it? The nexl quesbion 1s, Why
will he not table 1it? And  the
third guestion is Ekhis, What 1is he
trying to hide? Is there

something in that letter that he
wants to hide?

MR. BLANCHARD:
nbsolutely nobhing 4o be hidden,
Mr. Speaker!

SOME HON. MEMBERS!
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!l

To that point of order, the three
questions that Lthe hon. member
asked are very similar, but I will
allow that final question.

MR. TULK:
My supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor Fogo has
asked that final question.

MR. TULK:
Are you going Lo answer 1it?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Abhsolutely nothing Lo be hidden,
Mr. Speaker. All I have said to
the hon. member is the lelbter ‘s
somewhat unclear din some aspects.
T am planning to sit down with the
gentleman who wrote the letter to
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get some further clarification.
There 1s absolutely nothing Lo
hide. I told him in the normal,
standard manner, 1T will iake the
information available to him when
it is clarified.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville.

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister
of Environment (Mr. Russell) who
yesterday came 1into the House with
Lhe answer ©to a question that I
had asked weeks ago concerning
PCBs storage 1in Stephenville and
around the Province.

Now, with reference to thail: answer
which he gave me yesterday, where
the minister Hdndicated Ehat an
area of PCB contaminated floor in
Ruild.ing 8K0 in Stephenville was
removed, could he tell us what
confusion still exists around Lhe
removal of this contaminated
material? e indicalas in o his
respornse to me that there 1is some
confusion over whether or not Lha
clean—up was completed as
required, and he also indicates
that the Department of Environment
federally were Lo be responsible.
Could he +ell us what confusion
there has been, or has 1t been
resolved?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL;

Mr. Speaker, I am not sure exactly
what the confusion was on the
clean—up, but I promise to get the
information for the hon. member by
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tomorrow, if at all possible.

MR. K. AYLWARD: :
A supplementary, Me. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon, the
member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Could the minister Lell us 1F his
department has assumed any of the
responsihility for the clean-up or
the monitoring of the clean-up, or
ko $ee that the clean~up was
carried out to specifications to
which -t should have been carried
out for the Province, and
certainly for the people of the
area? He dindicates that there was
confusion there and that the final
decision was resting with the
federal government. Could he tell
us 1if his department's officials
have checked that out?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

My . Speaker, T do not know 1f they
have checked it out recently. I
understand that officials from khe
department did do some wmonitoring
i1 co-~aparat ion wilth the
Environment Canada people. I do
not. kinow when the most recent
monitoring took place, but I will
get all {ihat information for the
hori. member tomorrow.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: .
A final supplementary, the -hon.
the member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Could khe minister +tell wuws 4if i1t
is part of his responsibility to
check into a matbter such as this?
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Do they Jjust leave 1t with the
federal Department of Environment
or do they also help monitor and
check 1into these wvery important
situations, especially the one
that he gave me in his answer
yesterday, which T assumed they
had already done?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

As I understand it, Mr. Speaker,
this parlicular incident o case
to which the hon. member refers
was basically the responsibilily
of Environment Canada.
Sometimes, on an occasion such as
this, we co-operate with them even

if jt is Etheir Jjurisdicltion, and
in some cases we do some

moniktoring after the fack,

Now, im this particular case ( an
not sure if we were required to
follow up 1in an area thal may have
heen in a federal jurisdiction.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Bell Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, my question is also
For the Minister of Environmnent
and Lands, who was so nonchalant
about those PCBs, as 1if il were
candy he was talking about.

The minister is no doubt aware of
the study thal was done by the BAER
group on the one radar site near
S5i. Anthony where testing was done
to determine the level of the
PCRs, and that site was simply
buried with gravel, with a
recommendation that a Few more
loads of gravel be added in the
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-inconclusive,

Spring.

Does Lhe minislter approve of this
method of disposing of PCBs,
simply covering thein up with
ground and walking away and
leaving them?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr . Speaker, some  time  ago, I
think the hon. member Ffor Fortune
Hermitage (Mr. Stmnons) tried to
scare half the people in the
Province Lo death by saying there
was a situation in that area that
was going to cost $i million to
clean up . Subsequently, M.
Speaker, T made a slatemen Lt about
that. There was a report done and
a study done, and the municipal
council 1in St. Anthony has been
hriefed on it all, they have been
given copies of the report, and we
intend to spend something like
$2500 this year. The council is
well Anformed on it and agrees
with what we are doing there, and
Lhere is no problem.

MR. DECKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for the Strait of Belle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Is the minister aware that that
study states thal the study was
because ‘the ground
was frozen when the study was
done? Is the minister aware of
Lhis, and is he prepared to have
another study done so that the
people of Newfoundland can be as
assured as he 1is that there is no
damage Lo Lhe paople of St
Anthony with PCBs?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELIL:
Mr. Speaker, the study +to which
the hon. mamber refers s here,

and I am prepared to table it..

There is a copy of a leltfer Lo Mr,
Parsons, the town manager of St.
Anthony, from one of the officials
in my department, which says:

"As you are aware, in lale August
1987 +this Department commissioned
a PCB study of the dispeosal area
at the abandoned radar site
located near St. Anthony. It was
suspected that this site could be
contaminated on the premise that
another similar site 1in Labrador
turned up PCBs,

"An extensive survey was carried
out throughout the entire area.

The site was surveyed,
photographed, and 77 so0il samples
were taken. These samples were
then analyzed by an approved
laboratory using the latest

technigques .

T am now pleased o dinform yon
that the results of this survey
have bheen submilted 1o this
Department. . Of the 77 samples
taken, only one sample indicalted a
level greater than 50 ppm (parts
per million), while the remaining
samples all idindicated levels of
one ppm ".. . We can now state, witlth
a high level of confidence, that
the site does nol: pose any
environmental problems. We do
intend, however, to carry oub the
following steps to complete the
job that was started din August
(with respect to the restoration
of the abandon radar site)
provided funding is available. ..

"In the area that had a PCB level
of 179 we intend to cap an area of
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25 meters by 20 meters with

imported ill."

MR. BAKER:
Table it

MR. RUSSEIL:
I will table it.

"Construct an open surface ditch
in ordar o provide beltear
drainage.

"consltruclt a baracade across the
entrance to bthe dump site in order
to prevent vehicular ktraffic."

Allow it to drain where?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, T do not know 1f it
is any business of +the hon. the
member for Gander (Mr. Baker), who
keeps interrupting.

"With respect to these remedial
measures, I would like to asl if
this work could be carried out by
youyr council . As you can see, the
work is minimal and may only take
as long as a weaek to completle.

"Finally, T requesl {hab the PCR
sign he removed from the site at
Lhe earliast convenience and held
until we can pick 1t up.

"I would like to take this time to
thank you and your Council for the
cooperation and hospitality you
have shown wme and my colleaques
throughout this past summer. St.
Anthony s not only a town with
many interesting sites, 1t 1ds a
town that has character, I look
forward to your comments in the
near future. " I will table this,
Mir. Speaker.

N
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MR. DECKER:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. DECKER:

The minister will know thal the
diagram accompanying that report
shows that this site 1is draining
into a pond. Is the minister
prepared to simply bury Lhis site
and allow it to continue to drain
into a pond, or ‘s he going to
take some action whereby this site
is no longer draining ‘into the
water system in the area?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hor . Lhe Ministoer of
Frvironment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, if something else has
happened in the interim since this
report was done, and if Lhere are
other problems which have arisen,
T am certainly prepared Lo have
somebody from my department take
another Jlook at it. If things are
different than what was
contemplated or what is stared 1in
this report, I will certainly be

prepared to do something about it.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

My question is for the President
of Treasury Board (Mr. Simms), and
it concerns the reclassification
of the 2500 or 3000 managemant

employees working for the
provincial governmenk in all dts
capacities - the Hay system, as I

think 4t 1is called. My queslion
is this: Of the 2500 evaluations
dong, wotld the Prasicdent of
Treasury Board confirm that close
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to 900 of these evaluations are
Mo baing appealead, Ehad: the
backlog is so long that 1t may
take a year Lo clear, and that
Uern Hollett, & former Deputy
Minister of the Department of
Public Works, has now been hired
as a permanent Chairman of this
Committee 1in order to hear all
those appeals?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, the President of Lhe

Council.

MR. SIMMS:

No, Mr. Speaker, I cannot confirm
any of it because mosk of it s

totally inaccurate and
misleading. T will tell you why,
and the hon. member knows it. He

called the office today and they
gave him the information, so I do
not know why he is bringing it up

in the House. There are
approximataely 800 that are being
appealed. There was originally
roughly 860, some of  Lhem were
withdrawn, SO there are NoW
approximately 800 oul of the 2700
management on the Hay scale. Some
of Lhem were withdrawn. They have
dorne 268 appeals out of those 860
since the early part of April. In
approximately eight to ten weeaks
they have cdone 268. We do expect

that it will take & bit longer
than we had anticipated, perhaps
until the end of the year. But
the way the member phrased his
question was as if Mr. Hollett was
now, all of a sudden, becoming a
permanent chairman. We had a
permanent chairman there, Mr.
Speaker, for the last two months .
The . Deputy Minister of Forestry
was seconded, but we feel now that
the Deputy Minister of Forestry
should go back to this department,
hacause originally e had
anticipated it would only take two
or Lhree months. We have asked
Mr . Hollett to garve as the
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chairman for the next five or six
months, until this is over,
because of the fact he had
experience 1in the system earlier
and he has also been spending the
last two weeks being +trained for
the position of chairman. In
addition to that, there are five
others seconded from various
sachors, including ihe Public
Service, the Auditor General's
office, the Hospital Associabtion,
ar the Department of Energy.
Most of Uhem on Lhe commitlee have
Director or ADM level positions.
Two of  Ehem are female, and all
the rest of it, Mr. Speaker. So
the way the hon. member framed his
question 1s not accurate at all
and is tolally misleading.

MR. FENWICK:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

It is funny that most of what I
said was confirmed by the minister
so I do not see how it was
particularly misleading. Mr
Hollett, of course, is a retired
civil servant who 1dis on pension
from the provincial government.
My quesition Lo Lhe minister is
this: Since he 1is 1in receipt of a
pension of a considerable amount
of money, would he confirm or not
confirm that he ‘is also in receipt
of a second stipend in violation
of The Public Service Pension Act
for his duties as chairman of this
board as waell?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Council.

President of the

MR. STMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I will have to take
that question as notice. I feel
quite certain he 1is not doing
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anything that 1s in violation of
legislation, but T will take the
question as notice.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Contrary to whal: Lhe Minister of
the Environment just suggested to
one of ny colleagues, what scares
the people of this Prouvince is not
A raesponsible  Opposition asking
meaningful questions but a
Minister of the Environment who
does not know what he is doing, or
does nolt appear Lo know what he is
doing, when it comes to the
disposal and storage of PCRBs.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KELLAND:

Mr . Speaker, in laying Lhe
groundwork for my question, there
is quite a quantity of PCBs stored
in Happy Valley - Goose Bay. Same
months ago a federal-provincial
committaoe WA S stiruck, public
meetings were held and a report
produced. Now thal report carried
quite a number of recommendations

on how o dispose of PCBs
(polychlorinated biphenyls). i
ask the minisier whad: is Lhe

hang-up in instituting some of
these recommendalions?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, the report to which
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the hon. member refers has not
crossad my desk yel,

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the lon. Lhe
member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker, I think that probably
confirms my opening remarks.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:

One of the recommendations, of
course, 1s that heat at a caertain
level is the only existing method,
except For experimentation wilh
chemical processes, to get rid of
PCBs. Krnowing that, [ the
minister  absolutely certain that
Fhal: method once we gel: a disposal
unit, would be absolutely safe and
would not: calse anuironmental
problems in itself?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Ffrvironment and bLands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, one of the problems,
I suppose, with the destruction of
stored PCBs is, as the hon. member
indicated, the technological
ability to dispose of them
properly. And as I understand it,
the only place 1in Canada right now
that 1is set wup to do this 1is
somewhere 1in Alberta. There are
two or three companies, as 1
understand 1t, who carried out
experiments with a technology that
has not been officially approved.
one of them, I think, 1is 1in the

State of Massachusetls, in the
Boston area csomewhere or maybe New
York, bt that has not haen

officially sanctioned by the U.S.
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Federal Agency.

We are a bit concerned. We have
had representation From companies
here in the Province who wanted us
to bring in Uthat particular piece
of equipment. We are not prepared
Lo do Lhat unt Ll we feal
comfortable that it is safe to do
S0 .

MR. KELLAND:
Mr ., Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplenantary, the hon.
the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Mow polychlorinated biphenyls are
carcinogenic, are cancer causing.
Any  community Lhat has them stored
within their environment, M.
Speaker, have to be worrted about
the storage. I ask the minister,
whan will he takae some action to
remove the PCRBs from Happy Valley
Goose Ray and olther siles in
this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of
chudiromnent and lLands.

MR. RUSSELL:

M, Speaker, just as soon as we
have the approved technology to do
it

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of
the Environment: In his reply
yestarday concerning recent
reports of transformer oil dumped
near Staephenuille some time ago,
he indicates that the cost of
sampling, doing the water samples,
is $100 per sample. He says that
'he PCRs are nok waler soluble,
and then he reaches the astounding

Al
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conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that the
sampling would be considered to hbe
'more of a curiosity than a
priority. "'

In light of GLthat, Mr. Speaker, I
would like +to ask the minister:
Is he aware, first of all, PCRBs
are water soluble to the extent of
2 milligrams per Tlitre? Is he
aware that this concentration is
actually increased in “atal
animals to far beyond that? Ts he
AUMAR T @ het it is also soluble
through the skin? Tn  1light of
thaese Facts, I would Tike to ask
the minister 41if he still believes
that the water sampling in {that
area is only a matter of curiosity?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Ehe Mindisler of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:
Yes, Mr. Speaker, T believe il -is
more of a matter of curiosity.

MR. BAKER:
A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
memher for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
That 1s absolutely astounding, Mr.
Speaker!

tn Jight of thesae facls, Tirsl of
all, will the minister investigate
Lo determine thai what T am saying
is correct and, secondly, will the
minisler assure thoe House fhat the
reported dumping will be fully
investigated and hat: all the
proper water sampling will be done?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Fhe Minislker of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:
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Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to have
the matter further dnvestigated
for the hon. member. :

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hlermiltage.

MR. SIMMONS:

I say to the Minister of
Fnuironmaent Lhat  the up  to  $1
million is a fFfigure from one of
his aof FHicials that T merely
repeated. Mr . Speakear, the
minister wondaread whaere Lhe
confusion came from. It is din &
documant: he signed. ile  ought to
read those documents before he
signs 1:ham, I he document: that

contains ‘'curiosity'. The word I
wanl  to dntroduce 1dis the one my

friend from Naskaupi just
menlioned. The minister should

realize that it is not a curiosity
only

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

but 4t has cancerous, 1in the
literal sense, dimplications. He
should realize that.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member is making a speech.

MR. SIMMONS:
T thought, Sir, T was giving a
good preamble.

Here 1is my question, +the question
For the Minister of Environment,
who, M, Speaker, has been
asstiring this lHouse for three
years -—

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Quaestion, question!

MR. STMMS:

De  is the worst guasltionar over
there.

MR. SIMMONS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I want to ask the winislker of the
Fnuironment, Mr. Speaker, when is
he going Lo get around fo taking
some action concerning the wvery
serious problem of PCBs disposal?
Will the minister inform the House
how many approved PCB sites there
are 1in the Province, and how many
other PCB sites there are in
existence, but not approved?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Fnvironment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELlL:

Mr. Speaker, T Lhink somewhere in
the answer T tabled yesterday that
question was answeread, as Lo the

number of PCR sites in the
Province. Mr. Speaker, Lthera ‘s

some concern, as the hon. member
indicated, as to where PCBHs are
stored in this Province, and there
are some concerns abont it from a
health viewpoint. As I mentioned,
T wonld be very pleased Lo try bo
find a solution to disposal of
these materials when the right
technology is available in this
Province, which it is nobt at the
present time.

MR. SIMMONS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, 1t s hard to believe
what we are hearing from the
ministaer. He, unlike every other
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responsible winister

MR. SPEAKER:
order, pleasa! Order, please!

The hon. member will please pose &
gquestion or sit down,

MR. SIMMONS:

M . Speaker, will the minister
tell the House why he is the only
minister anywhere in Christendom

to insist on waiting For
Lachnology, whereas averywhere

else they are making sincere
efforts to clean up Lthis mess, to
dispose properly of them? When
will he come +o this House with a
plan of action Lo effectively
address the problem?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The on. the
Environment.

Minister of the

MR. RUSSELL:

M. Spaakaer, as T indicated
earlier, to the best of my
knowlaedge there is only one piece
of technology and one site
anywhere i this country, in
Alberta somewhere, to dispose of
PCRs. T am nol about to come in
with a plan to bring some
Lechnology Ehat has not hean

approved for that purpose into
this Province to dispose of PCBs
at a cost that is astronomical.

Mp. Speaker, the hon. the member
for Fortune - Hermitage is again
becoming somewhat of an alarmist.
He indicated that the cost for the
Si. Anthony clean-up was maybe $1

million, which was completely
false. and I suspect the source
of his information is not
necessarily anybhody in my

department, but somebody else who
may have a vested interesk in that.
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MR. SIMMONS:

Mr . Speaker, the minister can
spend his whole 1life akktributing
motives,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

If the hon. member wants a final
supplementary that is fine.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, T ask the minister,
who delights in attiributing
motives to people not present in
this House, to accept my word that
it W# s an official of the
departiment . Under the riales of
the House he has no choice but
accapt. my word until he can proue
it false.

Now, Mr . Speaker, T ask the
minister will he get of f his
pedestal and stop attiributing

motives to people. Somebody has
got ko he an alarmist bhecause we
do not fFind the minister very
alarmist over that particular
problem.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. STMMONS:

When is he going to do something
to fulfill his responsibilities as
the Minister for the Environment
and gel this PCB mess cleaned up
and address the concerns that are
around this Province?

SOME. HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hoarl

. MR. RUSSTLL:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the
Fnuironment .

Ministear of Lhe

MR. RUSSELL:
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Mr. Speaker, as a member of this
House I have to accept what the
hon. member says, buk I do not
necessarily have to believe it.

MR. CALLAN:
You should be concerned about PCs,
not PCBs.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The han, the member for Port de
Grauve,

MR, EFFORD:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

M. Spoeaker, my guestion is Lo the

Minister of Fisheries (Mr,
Rideout). One of the biggest

problems facing the fishermen of
this Province Loday 1 not only
the scarcity of fish but the
Falling price of Fish, Vary
simply I ask the minister what, 1if
anything, 1s he or officials 1in
the department doing about the
price of fish and the sale of
fish, not only in Newfoundland but
in Canada today?

MR. RTDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, through the. funcltions
of the Fishing Industry Aduisory
doard and the Marketing Division

of the Department we are
constantly monitoring the
marketplace. We are tLtalking to
Lhe paople involued in Lhe
industry on a daily basis about
conditions in the marketplace.

And we have had discussions with
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the representatives of the union
about some initialives Lhat we
might want ta  jointly take @
Titllae laler. Rut: T can assure
Lhe hon. gentleman and the House
that we are fully aware of the
market situation in North America
and other parts of lthe world at
the moment, and are fully on top
of it

MR. EFFORD:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member For Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

One of the greatest probhlems
facing this Province today 1s that
we always let the problem happen
and then do something about 1t.
Since they are now spending
$800,000 a year on marketing, did
the minister or his department
ever come up wikh the ddea that
possibly a provincial and national
advertising campaign .o make
people more aware of fish products
could curb the problem, get people
into buying more fish, and in that
way, wikth the demand there, the
price would be there?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Flisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr . Speakaer, T wonder when Lthe
hon. gentleman came out From under
the woodwork? where has he been
in  this Province for the last
three or four years? Where nas
he been since he got elected if he
is not aware of the fact that this
government, through the Department

of Fisheries, through the
Department of Development and
Tour-ism, through the Fishing

Industry Advisory Board, just a
few months ago announced & major
national campaign right across
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Canada, over $2 million, M.
Speaker, on a generic campaign on
Fish? For, God sake, open your

eyes and Find out what is going on
around youl

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, haoear!

MR. EFFORD:

A supplementary, M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

I can tall the Minister of
Fisheries that I am like every
olther Newfoundlander and eyery
other Canadian, wondering where
our provincial Minister of
Fisheries is and what he is doing!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

I ask the Minister of Fisheries to
tahle in  lhis Hottse  whait  his
department or the Department of
Nevelopment has done this year,
1988, to advertise the
availability i ish and fFieh
products from this Province to the
people of ihis country o Lry and
increase consumption of that
produci?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. thne Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

I can tell the hon. gentleman that
the Minister of Fisheries, only
today, for example, was in Petty
Harbour meeting with the Pelty
Harbour Fishermen's Co-operative.
That is the kind of work that this
Minister of Fisheries 1s doing.
He has heen in Fogo, he has beean
in St. Anthony, he has been on the
| abrador Coasl, on the West Coast,
on the South Coast, all over the
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Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador working with fishermen,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Tahle 1it.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Yes, I will go up and prostrate
myself on the table of the House,
Mr . Speaker. That dis where T have
been as Minister of Fisheries. Is
the hon. genlleman nol aware +hat
we, in conjunction with the
Daepartment: or Development and
Tourism and with Lhe Federal
governmeni, daire spending millions
of dollars a year in promotion, in
trade development.s? Mr. Gpeaker,
do you know there were 1000 people
working in the Ray of Tslands Jlast
year packing herring because this
govermnenl: took the dnitialtive to
go to the Soviet Union to look for
markets? That is winat Lhis
government is doing, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast.

MR. LONG:

My question, Mr. Speaker, is for
Lhe Minister of Justice (Ms
Uerge) . In view of a very public
debake {thal has baen accurring
over the Jast number of months,
the Tlaslt six months at Jeast, and
I have had representation on it,
concarning the provision of f{ire

services in the city of St.
John's, the dabatle he twean the

Firefighter's Union and the Fire
Chief for Lthe city, T would like
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to ask the minister a specific
question, and that dis would she
respond to the call for an inquiry
into the recent fire on Springdale
Street in which the 1ife of an
infant was losk?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, as is uwsual 1in Lhe
cases of sudden and tragic death
in Qe Province, in this
particularly unfortunate and
Lragic cincident a judicial Anquiry
has been ordered. Specifically
the  judicial inguiry will deal
with the sudden death of Lisa

Powe and lhe canses anc
circumstances of the fire at 120
Springdale Straeel, Mhe Judicial
inquiry was ordered by the

Director of  Public Prosecutions
immediately upon his receipt of
the police report about the Fire.
That was done just ahout an hour
ago ., The police report WAS
received this morning.

MR. LONG:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for St. John's Eastk.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker, T would like Tto ask

the Minister of Justice a
different guesition Bk on a

similar matter, and it has to do
with Lhe concern +that has been
raised to me by a number of my
constitnents From the fast End of
St. John's, obuviously a densely

populated areca of mostly wooden

structures, about the comments
heling made in public aboul: Fhe

morale situation of firefighters.
Is Lhe minister able to bring to
the House any information with
respect:  to  Lhe process ithat hag
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been underway to resolue the very
public grievances and differences
of opinion that have arijsen
hetween the Firefighter's Union
and the Chief in which Lhe whole
question of morale amongst the
firefighters lhas obviously bheean
put at slake?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Justice.
MS_UERGE:

Mr. Speaker, since January we have
had, undaer the leadership of the
Deputy Minister of lLabour, M~
ltoward Noseworthy, a comnitkthee
involuing representatives of the
management of the St. John's Fire
Department and the Firefighter's
local, trying to identify areas of
concern and to improve morale
within the fire department. That

committee, as I say, was
established in January and has
been operating since then. I

should, gquite shortly, ha
receiving a report from the Chair
ofF the committec.

MR, I.ONG:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
Fhe wmember For St. John's fasti.

MR. LONG:
The final supplementary I would
1ike to put to the minister has to
do with correspondence that I sent
o her office some btime ago and I
have not received a response. I
would still like Lthe minister Lo
undertake to find out for me
whether the City of St. John's
received any kind of remuneration
fFrom the federal government when
the fire station was closed in
Pleasantuille? As a result, the
whole protection and provision of
fire seruvices in the East End has
been put at stake.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR._LONG:
Would Lhe minister respond?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member asked an original
gqutest ion. The second gueskion was
not quite related to it, and
certainly Lhis final supplementary
is in no way related to the first
gues Lion he asked.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

S50 [ recognize the hon., Cthe member
for Twillingate, who is asking to
he recognized.

MR. W. CARTER:

This question goes to the Minister
of Fisheries. For some days now
the people of St. Lawrence and
L awn have bean waiting for a
statement from the minister as to
what khis dntentions are and what
pragress is heing made with
respect to reactivating Lhelr fish
plant. Can the minister update
the House now  Aas Lo what s
happening?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

M. Speaker, yes, Lhe hon.
gentleman 1is correct. We have
been in yery intensive
negotiations with Mrs. Ting, her
Jegal representatives, and

representatives of the government,
over Lhe last several days now, I
guess a week yesterday, really.
We reached an agreement yesterday

between Mrs . Ting and her
attorneys and representatives of
the Province. It was our

understanding and her commitment
that the agreement, in principle,
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the letter of intent, would be
transmiltted to the Province Jlast
night before the opening of
business Ltoday. Unforlunately,
for whatever reason, that has not
happened, Mr . Speaker. I
understand that the lady herself
isg presently en route Lo St.
John's' and I might have more to
say later today.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed,

Notices of Motion

MR. RAKER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander,

MR. BAKER:
Thank yeu very much, Mr. Speaker.

T ask leave of  the Housa Lo
introduce a resolution dealing
with the sale of Terra Nova lel
and the impact this would have on
the Province.

The reason I ask For leave of the
House to do this 1is because I
already have a resolution on the
Order Paper and this cannot
proceed unless there is leave
granted by the House. It is the
kind of resolution T wonld Tike o
see dealt with immediately.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEFAKER:
The hon. ihe
Council.

Prasident:  aof the

MR. STMMS:

L3047 June 15, 1988 Vol XL

Well, Mr. Speaker, certainly, this
side of Lhe Hounse ‘is Frequently in
a co-operative mood and we -are
again loday, as always. I have,
in fact, had an opportunity to
have a Tlook at Lthe resolution the
hon. member proposes to put and
have no great difficulty with 4it.

On the other hand, however, I am
interested, as well, 1in seeking
Lhe co-operation of memhers
opposite with a request to today,
IF o we might - and  this s  not
blackmail; I do not want anybody
to get up and say Cheis is
political blackmail or anything.

Sincae T have the Floor in
responding to the request For
Jeave, might T also ask the hon.
member to use his influence,
perhaps, to dec if members of his
party, on his side of the House,
might. be prepared today, when we
get to the Private Members' motion
portion, to wmake some %ind of an
agreement whereby we could shorten
the remaining Lime For debate on
the private members' resolution,
which is, aFter all, one of our
own resolutions. We are quite
prepared Lo give up the time For
it by allowing one more speaker
From that side, perhaps, and the
member for St. John's North (Mr,
J. Carter) to conclude. It should
take a short period of time.

That would then give us an hour
and a half or so to perhaps get on
with some of the people's bhusiness

and some vaery important
legislation. I would he

interested +din hearing a response
to that kind of request hefore I
indicate leava,

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
F'he hoin. the membher for Menihek.
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MR. FENWICK:

To the proposal, Mr. Speaker, we
do not have any major objections
to the resolution put forward by
the member for Gander. We would
he glad to put it through quickly,
although we would like Lo pul a
few comments on the record of
mayhe flve wminntes or s0 with
regard to this resolution,

With regard to the suggestion made
by the Gouvermnent House leacder, we
have not had the opportunity to
speaak on the rasolition prit:
forward by the member for &t.
John's North and we both wish to
make some comments on it; whether
it be the full twenty minutes we
are allowed, I do not know. But,
of course, 1iF we make our fwenty
minute comments and nobody else
speaks from the Liberal side or
the government side, that would
then be disposed with. At that
point, we have no objection to
going on to government business,
if that is indeed what transpires.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermiltage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, on Lhe malter of Lhe
proposal put by the gentleman from
Grand Falls, we appreciate the

co-operative spirit he talks
ahout., rhe Hdssue raised by the
gentleman from Gander (Mr. Raker)
is an important one and, T
believe, deserves some
co -operalion. T am glad we are

going to get it. It is an issue I
do not have to elaborate on,
relating to the sale of TNT. But
I would hope that would be
considered on its merits.

MR. SIMMS:
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It will be.

MR. SIMMONS:

Okay . I am pleased to have
confirmed ihat it will he
considered on its wmerits because
Lhe ot:her item should not be
considered in tandem. The othenr
item should be seen For what it
is. Tt is not a matter of getting
an  axira hour or  half  hour, or
whatever the case may e, Eo
debate govermmenl legislation, it
is an attemplt Lo scurry away as
quickly as possible From that
despicable Sprung issue. Remember

that the private members '
resolution today, Mr. Speaker, has

to do wiith Sprung, and this
government wants to get away fFrom
Lhat discussiaon,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

We are going to see bto it that it
is rammed down their throats every
chance Lthey get.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oht

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMS:

In response, Mr. Speaker, and to
try  to conclude. T have already
told the hon. the member  for
Gander I have no problem with the
resolution. I thought while I had
the fFloor T wight  pui Forth a

reasonable request to members
opposite in a spirit of
co-operation. It is our
resolution. We are not trying to
run away fraom it. That is
nonsense, absolute nonsense! We

are proud of it! Members have
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spoken on it in debate on Lthe last

day. We had one M1l day of
debate on it already. We are just

asking 4f membhers opposite might

be prepared to call the resolution
a litkle earlier today ab, say,
quarter to four or something so
that we can get another hour or an
hour and a quarter doing some
government legislation. That is
all, a simple request. If hon.
members opposite do nobt want to
co-operate, then we will keep that
in mind the next time we gek a
reguest.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the membher for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Do I have Tleave to introduce the
resolution, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPLAKFER:
Yes, the hon. member has leave.

MR. BAKER:
The resolution, Mr. Speaker, reads
and T would Jike to table a copy.

MR. SIMMS:
First, on a
Speaker.

point of order, Mr.

MR. SPEAKFR:
A point of order, +the hon. the
President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:
The agreement simply dis the hon.
member reads the roesolution and we
vote on it. There is no debate on
the resolubion. That 1is what we
discussed.

MR. FENWICK:
To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the member {for Menihek.

MR, FENWICK:
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Mr. Speaker, we have agreed Lo
allew 1the resolution Lo come in,
but also I would 1like to have
about: five minttes worlh of
comments on it. So we do not
agree with {hat particular deal
heing struck. Although we can

support mosl of the resolution, we

have some comments we
to make on it. So, if dt
right with the
Leader (Mr. Simms), we can
it until
o'clock we can go Eo
Members'

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

It appears to me there -g

gqualified

that he speaks to the
or to the motion. Mat s

(=

would

Government

Business. We do
some commenks we would like
on the record before we vote

leave now, The
memher for Menihek wants to
resolution
not  an

like
s all
House

go with
3:00 o'clock and at 3:00
Private

have
Lo put
on it

justk a

hon.
insist

ungualified Jleave of the House.

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon . Fhe
Opposition.

lLeader

MR, WELLS:

F Lhe on. Govermment

Leader has no objection, we
from

object Fto one member

the

House

do not
each
on the

is 1n

caucus having a five minute
resolution, I think that
order. If that 4is the only basis

on which the hon. the

Menihek will give leave, we

object. One Five minute

from each caucus.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Government

leadear .,
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MR, SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I have already said
and made an agreement with *the
hon. member earlier and gave him
my word we would have no problem
dealing with the resolution as
long it was a raesolution for
voting on and no debate.

Now, if you are going to throw in
something else, additional debate,
then T would 1ike +the hon. the
Leader of Lhe Opposition ho
consider a request T made earlier
to his cancus, Lo give us a bhit of
Lime to do some government
legislation,

SOME HON. MEMABERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
We are prepared to withdraw our
resolution or cut it short.

MR. WELLS:

We will sit this evening to some
gouvernment legislation or stk
tomorrow morning or sit some other
tiime to do it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Why not do it now?

AN HON. MEMBER:
No Jleave!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

With respect, Mr. Speaker, 1f the
hon. genklemen want to hear, just
stop the gaggle of noise and they
Wwill hear what we have {fo say on
the matter.

That resolution 1is on the Order
Paper. We have had one hour's
debate on it, not a Full day, just
a half day because the day was cut
short to a two-hour day.
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Now, Mr. Speaker, apparently an
agreement was made between the
hon. the Government House lLeader
(Mr. Simms) and the member for
Gander (Mr . Baker). A monkey
wrench has been thrown into 1t
sort of by the member for Menihek
(Mr. Fenwick) who insists that he

wanls o speak on it If he
insists that, then he gets to
speak on il If the Government
House Leacder will not agree to a
five Nt e speach from each

caucus, then the agreement Falls.
T cannol help il

MR. STMMS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:

Well, on the contrary, the hon.
member can help 1it, 1if he wants
to, if he wanted to co-operate. I

have already satid the hon.
member's presentation has nothing
to do with my proposal. Since I

had the floor though and I am

Lrying ro  exbort, if  you want,
some -

AN HON. MEMBER:
A good word.

SOMF. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMS:

Extort. Yes, I am Lrying Lo
exiorl co-operation from members
opposite hecause, M, Speaker,
that cis the only way you will get
it from them.

MR. WELLS:
That 1s not so.

MR. SIMMS:

TF  the han. the Leader of the
Opposition 1is not prepared to
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co-operate in that regard, then,
as I said, we will keep ULhat in
i nd . With respect o] his
particular requesl, the hon. the
memher for Gander, we have no

problem agreeing wi i ane
five-minute speaker from each
party. T have already indicated

that, But I really wish the
Laacder of Lhe Opposition wonuld
give a bhit wmore consideration to
my requaest,

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I would like to point out to hon.
members that there dis no time
today For five minutes From each
side, It is now three o'clock and
I Wwill have to call Private
Members' Day unless all hon.
membars agree,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ry leave!

MR. SPEAKFR:
Me hon., +he member for Gander,

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker, the resolution reads:

WHEREAS the sale of Terra MNava Tel
by Canadian National has reached
its final stages; and

WHEREAS CN is now accepting fimal
bids from only those companies
Lhat will provide adequate
Financial return to CN; and

WHEREAS some of these bids may
result in a great loss of jobhs in
this Province and less competition
in the comnunications industry; and
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WHEREAS it is desirable to provide
opportunitiaes for local
entrepreneurs to 1invest 1in this
Province;

B TT THEREFORE RESQIUED that this
hon. House request that CN give
most  consideration Lo those bids
that do not dinvolue significant
job  Joss in  lthe Prouvince, Lhat
provide for local ownership of
Frerra Nova Tel, and that wmaintain
adequate competition in Lhe
communications industry of our
Province.

M. Speaker, " this resolution is
very carefully thought out. The
House is  aware that at Lthe time
the decision was made Lo sell
Terra Nova Tel, CN  decided it
would try to cut dts debts by
selling off  some of dits more
profitable operations, and Terra
Noua Tel Wa s a profitable
operation, At  that time great
concern was expressed, and I took
it upon myself to attempt Lo slow
down  the sale or stop lhe sale.
My reasons were precisely these
ottt Linad in  the resolultion, Mr.
Speakeyr.

first  of all, T could see tLthe
possibility of a tremendous job

loss because of this sale. That
is one thing we cannot stand, a
Joss of jobs. Now, granted the
job loss, Mr . Speaker, would
primarily lye in the Lowrn of
Gander. I would like to point out

that these are jobs that would be
lost to the Prouvince af
Newfoundland,

There would also be job losses 1in
other areas of the Province,

hesides Gander. I am thinking in
particular of Corner Brook and St.
John's, So, the job loss was a

very great concern.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I was concerned
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about what would happen to that
company if, in fact, it were taken
over by individuals who had no
great concern for this Province or
no feel for the Province.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Like who?

MR. BAKER:

The Minister of Career Development
wants to  know, ke who?! he
problem with this whole process,
Mr . Speaker, s thalt we do  not
know who the bidders are. I have
tried to find oul who the bidders
are . T kpnow some of them, but I
o not know Lham atll, and,
therefore, it would be unfair to
name the two or three T do know
about. T can tell you, M~ .
Speaker, that one of themn 4
Newfoundland Telephone for certain.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Is Harry Steele one?

MR. BAKER:

Now, Mr. Speaker, another concern
T had at the time, aside From the
job loss, and aside from the dinput
of Newfoundland entrepreneurs, 1s

a concern for the lack of
competition din the Province. I

feel the possibility exists
competition will be lessened and T
firmly believe the way things
should operate 1is that it should
he competitive, If., in fact,
these are going ko be private
companies operating a service in
the Prouince, there should be some
kind of competition.

The whole process, Mr. Speaker,

was a difficuli one, N company
was hired to supposedly handle the
sale at arms length. We cannol

fFind out, and I say we in terms of
the individuals who have e e
working on this problem, we cannot
Find out who the bidders are.
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They have gone through a process
where they have eliminated bidders
who do not provide enough money
fFor CN and obviously this bhas to
be CN's first consideration. They
have to get value for that
company . They have to get enough
value to more than compensate
themselves for the company. I
understand there are a number of
bids, I do not know how many,
where the money involued ds more
than the company was worth, 1in &
sense, more than bthe Face value
that they set on the company, a
Facir amount more.,

I'he problem is nolt Lhal Lhe CN 16
not going to get enough money.
They have gone Uthrough the second

stage now. They have eliminated
I he hids that o nok provide

enough money, enough return, and
Lhey are now considering anly the
hids that give them enough money.

Now I think at this point, Mr.
Speaker, it 1s very appropriate to
say to CN, 'Of all of these bids
you are now considering, you are
going to get paid adequate returns
from any one of them, but in
considering which bid you are
going to accept, if aibther one, we
want you to take these things dinto

cons tderation. We want you to
take into consideration the
competition in the Province. We
want you to take into

cons ideration the fact Ekhat t his
government, through some programs

Lhey S 6 oW bringing in, is
trying to encouragea the
Newiaundand inuestment L
Newfoundland and trying Lo

ancolrage Newf onndland
entrepreneurs to put their money
where Lheir mouth is and puib ik
into the developmentl of this
Province, ' and we bhelieve that.

We helieve the opportunity should
he there for the Newfoundland
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entrepreneur to now have some
investment. 1in  khe Province and

investment in  this company. S0,
'Give wmore consideration 1o ihis
local input certainly,’ hut
perhaps the mosl important thing,
Mr . Speaker, 'Glive extra

consideration o the bids, and
there may be several, that offer
some job level proleclion.'

T am not suggesling this House say
that because there are 2400 jobs
there now, you havae Lo wmaintain
400 Jjobs. That 1s not what it
says. Because any company, euven
Terra Nova Tel, might, from time
to time, increase or decrease
staff. We carnnot limit that. But
we have to say, 'Give extra weight
CN and Federal government, '
because really that is what we are
saying, "to the bids that
guarantee a certain level of jobs
that do not involue a big job
loss . !

30, Mr. Speaker, very simply, Uthat
is the reason for presenting this
resolution. T thank hon. nembers
for giving 1leave to allow this
motion to he presented and T also
thank them for their support.

SOME. HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWJICK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

It is unfortunate this is as good
a resolution as we can put
together considering Lhat, T
think, the first position of this
government ancd of the Opposition
parties and of the whole Province
should have been the status quo.
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The status quo, din my opinion,
would provide the bhest degree of
service, since it isg a Tong
established operalor, Tt would
also have given the greatest ijob
securily, since it is unlikely in
any of the scenarios chosen the
nunber of jobs which are currently
there will remain.

One of the problems we have, Mpr,

Speaker, with  his is, Telb us
think of the Lwo possible

competitors which would conform to
this. One would be Newfoundland
Telaphone, and Newfoundland
Telephone, obviously, 1if it does
pick up this particular operation
will be very much interested in
integrating 1t with +its grid that
it already has and that will mean,
Mr. Speaker, we can probably look
at the annihilation of a lot of
Lhe headquarter staff +4in Gander,

hecause there is a different
acministration there. There 1is a
personnel office, a purchasing
office, there is a labour

relations, there is a whole bunch
off people there fhat c¢learly any
corporation rationale about the

way it wonld do things would iry
to eliminate them.

At bhe same time, T +hink anybody
who has looked - at the number of
Newl onndland Telephone crucks
going around the Province, and the
Terra MNova Tel trucks, Uthey will
see very often Lthey cross. They
aire going in different directions,
and obviously there will bhe an
eliminaltion of jobs in that areas
as well.

On this basis, 1if Newfoundland Tel

takes 1t over, T am afraid we will
see a considerable number of Job
losses, We do know they area

bidding on it, we do know they are
an interested bhidder haecause,
quite frankly, they told me that
several years ago, that they were
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interested din picking up lLhese
assels.

The other possible entrepreneur I
understand would probably qualify
as well would be that of our

friend who owns Newfoundland
Capital Corporation, which is

Harry Steele. Even though he may
have a different approach and may
qualify as an local entreprencur,
although it 1is questionable now

considering he Tives in Nova
Scotia most of the time, let wus
think about G4 from his

perspective.

TF he 1{is going to pay the top
dollar for it, and obviously CN 1is
going to want o get top dJdollar
for dit, then all the money he

injecls inlko the COMpany Lo
purchase 1t must also be handled,
mist he financed. He must bhorrow

for it, he must pay the interest
on it, and he musk gel some sorl
of return of the money there.

Mr. Speaker, there ds  only  two
ways Lo do it, as far as I am

see ., One is to increase your
revenue and the other is to
decrease your costs. When you
decrease costs you usually lay off
people and when you increase
revenue, that means higher
telephone rates for Lhe

subscribers, neither of which are
particularly attractive
alternatives, but seem to bhe the
things we have.

The Final reason T  wanled 0
mention is, since T do support the
idea to minimize the Jjob loss as
much as possible, and T would Jike
Lo see all other Uthings bheing
equal, that it he owned within the
Province 1lself, the faci of the
matter +49s the reason we are in

this [fix is hecase of an
ideological straightijacket that
the Mulroney gouernment dis  in,
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which has told CN to divest itself
of 1its non-transportation, or its
non-railway assets and that is -the
reason we end up with a situation

which will do one of two things,
@ither cost these subscribers more
money or cost a Tot of Lhe
long—term employees their Jjobs,
either of which are not

alternatives that I push for and
are a result of the kind of Tory
thinking we get 1in Ottawa. It is
only reflected to a small dagrae
here, luckily, and Fortunately,
let s hope it does not
predominate,

Thank you, very much, Mr. Speakear.

MR. BARRETT:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The horn. the
Development .

Minidster of

MR. BARRETT:

Mr. Speaker, we on this side are
very pleased Lo suppork the
resolution that has been moved by
the maember For Gander. In reading
the content of the resolution, I
really cannok see anything with
which we would object. I would, I
think, and I should, probably make
some comments as to some of the
observarions the membear for
Gander, and more subsequently the
member For Menihek, made as 1t
related to the sensitivities and
Lhe issues surrounding this
particular sale.

I think, first of all, we have to
assume, have Lo be aware, and have
to accept, the right of a
corporation to diveslt ikselF of
its holdings in any jurisdiction.
T clo not Fhink, we , AG a
government, can force anybody to
do anything they do not want  in
terms of a commercial operation.
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T do share the concerns of +the
member opposite as 1t relates to
who takes over fthis project. T
was not too many years ago when
Lhis govermnent became embroilad
in a rather delicate situation

involuing ha member's OWn
community, and that was with
respect to bthe removal of Fastern
Provincial Airways from

Newfoundland and from Gander, a
move  which this government, and
the people who were a parl of Lthis
government at the time, expressed
views of fkotal discontenl over,
but yet an dinability to respond in
any kind of an e¢ffective way.

To allow a company  which was
germinated din this Province, that
received continuous Financial
support from this Province, to be
taken over and then totally
removed from the scene, with the
exception of Tlandings in bLhis
Province - and that is only
because it ds good business +o do
it. It 1is certainly not bhecause
there is any great desire o

amploy Newfoundlanders or to
provide some return on Lhe
investment that was made by this
Province inlo That parlkicular
project. T agree, on this
particular dssue, we have o he
sensitive to that same thing

happening here.

IF the same people are ‘involued,
then e have to he concerned.
Just  hecanse it is  another mname
identification does not mean to
say  the same philosophy does nok

necessarily exist, Lhat there
could indeed bhe the erosion from
this Prouince and from that

comnunity of some highly techndical
and highly qualified people, to
move them to some other centepr
under the pretext that it will, in
fact, provide a more equitable
operation or a more cost—effective
operation. We are very concerned
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about thal happening.

I hope the man opposite, and -the
gentlemen opposite, recognize that
not.  only are the players Lthere
that might effect the elimination
of 3 OMe compelition in Lhe
Province, bhut there 1s also that
alement which has o be addressed
as to the guarantees which can be
given Lo bhis  community  and Lo
this Province so  that what 1is
thero, remnaing Lherae, fgain, T
agree with him wholeheartedly, it
tdoes not e ar auery single,
specific position,

As to this garbage the hon. member

For anihek  gets on wibh, what
else would you expect from him?
He doas not wan any
entrepreneurship 1in the Province
anyway ! So, what else would vyou
expect?

To suggest a corporation in this
day and age has nobt sensitivity
about human resources 1s
absolutely garbage! And  For  him
to be able to stand up and say
that. din this House, unchallenged,
is unthinkable, absolutely
unthinkable!

I ocould cibe Far more corporabions
in this Prouvince that address that
issue  than he cain suggest to me
quasi operations of a socialist
nainee which do bthe same thing, in
an honourable fashion, and it dis

done for ithe henef il of e
workers, of the people who work in
ithose jobs, arnd far Lhose

companies.

You cannot slight, din one remark,
all of Ekhe private sector in this
Province by saying they do not
care about human resources because
the success of every company is
based on the human resources they
have within their corporations.
Absolute garbage!
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T certainly do agree we do have o
hbe comnscientious, and, if at all
possible, we  have to dinterject
some reuview or be a part of the
disposition of this resource. T+
is most dimportant, the. retention
of the new technology #that exists

within Lhat corporatiaon; the
retention of the managemenlk
capability and supervisory

capability; the positions of Ekhe
workers: the positions of those
people who are inuvolued in
computer analysis; and other high
tech jobs that could very well be
lost to that community.

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordeyr, please!

MR. BARRETT:

Mr. Speaker, in sumnation, we on
tLhis side totally support the
resolution.

Thank you very much,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Ts the House ready For the
question?

fs it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion?

All those in favour please say,
Ilayell .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Aye.

MR. SPEAKER:
Those against, "nay".

carried unanimously.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. BPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.
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T wonder if the hon. gentleman
would consent to have the journal
show that indeed it was a
nnanimous decision.

AN HON. MEMBER:
It was unanimous.

MR, TULK:
But it will not show unless we
have a Division.

MR. SIMMS:
T wonder how the hon. member For
Menihek voted.

MR. STMMONS:
Both ways.

MR. TULK:

Roth ways, as usual.

Private Members' Day

MR. SPEAKER:

This is Privale Members' Day. The
dehate was adjourned by the hon.
the Mindister of Development who
has four minutes left.

MR. BARRETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I think, din my summation as &
result of the motion on the Oorder
Paper from my hon. colleague, the
member for St. John's North (Mr.
J. Carter), as it relates to
science and technology and the
importance that has to this
Province, T wonld again like to
highlight that the principle of
what wae are debating here is not
Sprung, the principle of what we
are debaling here 1is the attitude
of members opposite as it relates
to the advancemenl of science and
technology in this Province. That
s the fissue, There is no doubtk
in my mind but that is the issue.
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To follow through on the
perceptions Ehat are certainly
being formulated as a result of
the comnents From that side of the
House on this particular subject,
I have received quite a number of
comments from outside <this House
about +the concerns of the academic
community, about the concerns of
the teachers 14in our dnstitutions,
in o our  high  schools, about the
concerns  {forr the fubure of he
children of those who are
presently in high school wantiing
to undertake, or giving thoughts
to careers 1n the ygeneral sciences

program; carears in medical
research, or careers i marine
hiology, or in Fisheries
technologies, QP in computer
assistad design or computer
assisled engineering, or in

satellite imagery analysis, or any
of the high tech stuff. According
to those opposite, Mr. Speaker,
they should Fforget about it in
Newfoundland. They should forget
about it and live in Newfoundland,
it is not an issue.

Fortunately, they are not the
governing hody in this Province.
Fortunately, this government is
committed Lo new initiatives, fto
new ideologies, to new technology,
comaitted fo ensuring Lhat avery
opportunity exists for the young

people of this Province Lo
investigate, to become part of, to
enlist in, o enroll i, Lo
subscribe to scilence and
engineering, becaunse it is on that
hasis that this Prouvince will
gra, on hat bhasis is the .

strenglh of this Province.

We know we have accommodated and
accumilatecd in this Province a
great deal of academic capability,

@ great deal of engineering
capability, and they have proven
themselves in producing

technologies.
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I suppose the Leader of the
Opposition and some of his
colleagues will now write -the
President of the University and
suggest to him that 1t is a whole
bunch of garbage to be considering
the continuation of the Seabright

Corporation. That it ds¢ a whole
bunch of garbage, that they should
bhe acdvancing Fhe Ocean's 2000

Concept for the advancemenlt of
technoTloqgy and  research in this
Province, hecause they do not 1like
the  shape  or  the colour of a
cucumber, a Lechnology which,
contrary to btheir helief or bthatk
they do not want to admit to, 1is
high technology, high technology!

And  whal: can  happen and evolue
around that technology into other
product  development, all Ffor the
benefit of the people of this

pal
Province? Why does this
particular project have to, in
their view, prove itself
economically before 1t even gets
started? Every day they support

initiatives by this government to
invest millions of dollars into
other projects which cannot prove
Lhemselves economically in the
first year of operation, hut for
s ome reason cuciumbaers have to,
Colormet systems do not have to,
hydroballs do nol have to, gang
baters do not have to, CAD Systems
do not have to, bul cucumbers have
to. Why dis there a difference?
decause bt s dn oa highly wvisible
location, it glows in the night.
'hey  do nolt understand it bhut
because it 1is out there they can
point their Finger to il and they
can get the media all uptight and
all excited abont it, and I am nok
sure why. Yet, it ds something
that ds highly visible. S0 even
the small minds, I suppose, have
Lo  have something wilth which to
germinate a thought to keep them
amused For a per-iod of time,

No. 56 R30Kk7



AN JHON. MEMBIER:
We need hydroponics, right?

MR. BARRFTT:

We naed hydroponics, e neead
everything we can get our hands on
that is Frai Lechnology Al

provides a basis of interest for
the highly tachnical capability
which exists, and which we are

trying to develop in tLhis
Province. and it is not at what
cost. If we can see significant

private sector investment to a
company, an idea, then T think 1k
is incumbent upon us to support it
in this Province., MWe do nokt have
to be, as I said last week, within
fifty miles of the city of
Toronto, or Ottawa, in order to
pari:icipate and be a park of Lhe

high tech community. We can do
that in Newfoundland. T i
unfortunate, indeed, that we
cannol.  penetrate the mincds  of

members opposite to recognize that
this, along with olther projecis,
do, in fact, contribute
significantly Lo this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBIERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKFR:
The hon. 1:he
Opposition.

lLeacdler of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker, 1 have great
difficulty believing that I heard
come from that hon. member what he
said the 1last day he spoke and
today, bubt I will deal with that a
little later.

First, a few comments about the

resolution itself. Rased on the
past performance of the hon.
memher for St. John's North, who
frequently stands in this House,
Fongue -in-cheek, no cdonbhi, ancd
makes all sorts of outlandish

comments and statemenis, partly to
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provoke inlkeresl, parily o have @
bit of fun, and partly for God
knows what: reason, but,
nevertheless, that ds his normal
approach —and T Think all hon.
members understand it. But I have
no cdoubt he +s greatly ruing the
day he put on the Order Paper a
raesolution o commend the
government for Sprung and allow
this debate to take place.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

he hon. memher Ls one ofF those
true contrarians who likes to
provoke a Tittle controversy. He
does it very effectively and most
of ne understand it and do  not
attribute any 111-will to him as a

resuli. Mevertheless, T am
grateful to him for providing us
with Lhis apporblunity, M.
Speaker, I do not know what the

explanation for Lhe resolution is.

The MHA concernad ‘s obuiously koo
knowledgeabhle to put it fForward
seriously, bhubt rthe rasolution does
invite comment on the government's
performance and involuement 1in the
Sprung project; it dnvites the

House Lo Qo on recor as
commending the government For
entering 1into Lthis project. Now

that g¢gives us the opportunity to
express sincerely our opinion of
the government's involuement in

this project. We have described
it as a madcap scheme, and perhaps
Fhak is a very significant

understatement. There are
probably olher descriptions that
might be more accurate, but having
described it as that, T think we
had to be prepared to justify that
description nol o the people of
this Province, M, Speaker,
because Lhey already think that.
Everywhere you go this project is
a joke., Th is Lhe joke noi of the
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year, it is perhaps the joke of
the century, Everybody is
laughing at it. Everybody has a
smile on their face big enough to
take a cucumber sideways, they are
laughing so hard at it. So is the

rest of Canada, and hat: iy
unfortunate., If they are not

laughing at us, the people in Nova
Scotia are mad at us.

MR. PATTERSON :
They are laughing at  your hig
salary when the federal party is
broke and has to go begying in (he
streets (inaudible),

MR. WFLLS:
Right.

o ds difficult to understand, Mr.
Speaker, how & government with any
level of dntelligence within At
would get dinvolved in this kind of
mad scheme . Why they got
involved: People ACross the
Province are asking constantly--

Mr.  Speaker, would you stop the
dull roar, the unintelligent noise
in the House?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

If the hon, member  wishes to
speak, 1f he would sit +dn his own
seat or stand on a point of order,
T would be wore than pleased o
recognized him.

MR. PATTFRSON:
Fell us about the hockey sticks,
Lhe battery plant, Lhe rubber
plant: (inaudible).

MR. SPLEAKER:
Order, please!

AN HON. MEMBF |
Name him!

MR. WELLS:
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Mr Speaker, T search For a
logical explanation for this
proposal, this madcap scheme - we
are dealing with at the moment,
and the only thing T can think of
is that last year, this time, when
the Canada/France dispute was on,
the government was all ready and
chargecd Lp to go into &n
election. They thought they had a
cause thalt would enable themn to
wrap a flag around themselves and
charge Forith anc save
Newfoundland, and they needed
some hing alse to ygo with ik,
Along came Sprung, and they Jjumped
al ik, The comments of the hon.
Minister of Rural, Agriculture and
Northern Development  (Mr. Power)
last February, when he saild
specifically, "Govarnment did not
have time ko get into &
Feasibility study  that would be
all encompassing, which would take
into account every aspect of the
business ditself, like how much
production and where €1t would he
sold." Why did they not have
time? Were they rushing dinto an
election? Is that what prompted
them to rush alt +it? There +1s no

other sensible explanation;
everything seems to point in that
general direction. That 1is why

they went at it when they did,
when you take dinto account Mr,
Speaker, the fact that the day
before he made +the announcement
ihe Pramier wrote Lhe Federal

Minister of Agriculture (John
Wise) asking him Tor information
on hydroponics, for the

infermaiton Lhey have available.
He did not have the knowledge to
Judge it, yelb the very next day,
without the information, he rushes
into an announcement. Why?

Why did the minister say they did
not have Llime to do a proper study
and a proper assessment? They
commitbed millions and millions of
taxpayers' dollars to it, and the
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annourncement was made, obviously,
For political purposes. They gol
themselues dinto it and then they
conld not exiricate Themseluves 'in
any kind of a sensible way, and
they have been carrying oul a
massive cover-up ever since. That
is essentially whali has been ygoing
on, a massive cover-up, pretending
Fhat this is a sound venture when
everybody in this Province knows
the difference, averyhody,
including most of the memhers
sitking on the government stde, T
suspect.

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member for Placentia.

MR. PATTERSON:

The Opposition lLeader [
imisleading this House. He should
tall us aboulk the battery plant,
the magnesium plant, the rubber
plant, the chocolate plant, all
these things they had while he was

in the Smallwood government. And
you sold out the Argentia railway,
T have it here on wmy desk. Yolu

sold it out for the government,
you gauve your consent. fhey would
not oppose it, and you would not
oppose the apandonment  of the
argentia branch line. Tell us
about your salary, boy. Come on!

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon ., the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. WEILLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

You always know when you are
making a point they cannot refure,
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they have to go and try to find
somebhing to divert attention. In
their desperation Lo divert
atbtonticon, the hon. tUthe Goveaermnnent
the House lLeader wanted us to give
ppivate  Members' Day  hoday. We
offered to co-operate; we will sit
tonighl, or sil any morning ko
accommodate the government side.
You know when you are making a
point, they get upset and they try
to divert attention. and the hon.
member has done it again. He does
it all khe time, bulk he does not
succeed.

MR. PATTERSON:

Boy, level with Newfoundlanders.
Your party is broke while you are
taking $100,000 (inaudible).

MR. WELLS:

They have been pretending that
this has been a sound venture to
cover up the massive misbake they
made at the ‘time. I sat and
T1islened +o the hon. the Minister
of Development, the last speakenr
an  this walbkiter, tallk  aboull  the
leading edge of techrnology, and
what we on +his side of the House
are against is bringing technology
to  Newloundland., He spent the
last two days trying to divert
attention, What technology? AL
you have to do 1is read Aristotle
or Pericles and you will find it
described: the Greeks had it 3,000
yedrs  ago. What is he talking
about?

The leading edge of technology
that nobody else in Lhe world
knows anything about! They used
the process in kthe last World War,
Mr . Speaker, to provide fresh
vegetables for soldiers, because
they could not operate farms in
the areas where they were
serving. Is is & simple
technoloygy, but it ends up heing
more costly than soil vegetable
production, Soilless vegetahle
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production ends up being more
costly. l.ook at the Greek words.
Hydroponics comes from the word
hydro meaning water, and ponos
meaning labour. It is a
combination of labour and water.
And that is one of the things that
is wrong with the thing in terms
of compet.ing with normal
technology, 1t needs labour and
attention, and that makes b more
costly. Tt is only competitive din
a very hrief season, when soil
produced vegetables are not
available, tverybody  knows  that,
Anybody who stops to read anything
about: it knows thait, e federal
NDepartment of Agriculture knows
hat: . They have warned people
abhout it. The govermnent was
warned  abont 0l The governmeni:
is  continuing on din this madcap
scheme . Fverybody din ©the Province
kinows about 1it. Fverybody din the
Province knows what 1is wrong wilth
this proposal. It has turned out
to be a monstrous sham, what {he
government 1is going through with
respecl to Sprung.

malntaining that
political sham, Mr . Speaker,
because they know  *he project
cannot succeed as it 1s at the
moment . If the government had
brought in a proposal to develop a
Facility based on hydroponic
growing of vegetables at a leuel
of production Lhat: wonld meel
Newfoundland's neads, T an
confident the gavernmenl: would
have found widespread support not
only from +the lLiberal side of ihe
House but, Mr. Speaker, from many
people dn Lthe Province who would
have gotten hehind the government
and  tried kheir best Lo encouraga
the project and do what we could
Lo supply our own neads,

They are

Me madness of it heas hoean
apparent 1in the last few weeks,
when government has been trying to
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sell this product in Nova Scolia
and in New England, where they had
to dump it Ffor twenty-nine cenks,
having paid twelve or thirteen
cents ko get it there. They come
out of it with a net of fifteen to
bwenty cents per cucumber. Those
are the facts, Everybody kriows
thal,

AN HON. MEMBER:

The numbers are wrong.

MR. WELLS:
T is no good the hen. memher
saying the numhers are wrong .,
Those pumbers are right and they
are available for everyhody Lo
SEe. o, Mr. Speaker, lLhey had
kept: it in proper proportion, as
they were aduised, of a size that
would meet the needs of Lhis
Province, they  would have e
widespread support, Even though
Fhere may  have been  some risk
involued, people would understand

that ki of effort and
endeavour. It is the madness of

having our people subsidize the
cost of delivering cucumbers to
Rostan and Halifax that is
offensive, Mr . Speaker. Qur
taxpayers are going to end up
paying for that, and that 1is
of fensive, Mr, Speakaer. To call
it madness is being unduly kind.
v ds madness to think in kerms
that we could compete with a
similar facilily of bthis size in
Ontario or Quebec, where, to begin
with, they need Tess power bhecause
they have a higher level of
natnral Tight, The power they use
will cost less, and they do nrot

Nauao o pay tLhe cost of
transporting it from the
procuciion aArea o Lhe
distribution point in Ontario.

Mr. Speaker, thall is c¢lear madness
and euverybhody in this Province
understands Q.

MR. WARREN:
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Tell us aboulb the Upper Churchill.

MR. WELLS:

There are other factors, M~
Speaker, bto which attenlion showld
he drawn. T will tell the hon,

member about the Upper Churchill
and the approval of the hon., Mr.
Oltenheimer, Lhe approval of Lhe
hon. Mr. Croshie and all those
other Torias, including all the
people who sit on this side of the
House al the woment., T ds  the
silent dog who is the First to
bite!

MR. WARREN:
You and Joey gave it away! You
were part of it

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

You know when you are scoring Aa
point, Mr. GSpeaker. There they
are . They w11 ren off Lo
Churchill Falls now! Well, we
Will  deal with Churchill Falls
when the time comes. We will run
bhem over bhe Falls when ithe Uime
comes .

Mow, Mr. Speaker, Tobl us deal wilh
the Sprung dssue and the gquestion
of whelther or not the govermment
should he conmended, as the hon.
the wmember For St. John's Norbth is
asking. The announced costs were
originally proposed Lo ha $18.4
million. They have now gone up ta
at least $22.5% wmillion.

MR. J. CARTER:
You know why.

MR. WELLS:

I know why. I know why they have
gone up to $22.5 willion - because
the government has put the entire
funds in ik, The Sprung
organization has nothing in it.
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MR. PATTHERSON:

You do not like St. John's. You
satid 8t. John's was a hbullseye
shop (inaudible).

MR. WELLS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, you can only say
that it has gone up to $22.5
million if you credit Sprung with
the $3.5 to $4 wmillion they were
supposed to put in it by way of
equity, and a half million dollars
in  guaraniee. Only Ekhen do you
get up to $22.5 million. If not,
he total actual cost has been $18
million. I have seen no evidence
olher than the half million dollar
guarantee to be given to the bank
that there has heen any raeal
equity invested from Sprung, it s
entirely a paper equity. So bthe
real cost has probably been about
$19 million to date, and all of it
the government 1s ultimately, I
helieve, going Lo be at risk for.
They are absolutely at risk for
over $15 million, and the balance
of the costs are derived from the
amounts payable to  Syluvania For
the Jlighting fixtures; and that
wWill drive L6 up o $19 mitlion.

MR. PATTERSON:
How much was the Linerhoard mill?

MR, MTTCHELL:
How much was the Linerboard mill?

MR. TULK:
T is working well.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) the
govarnment .

federal Libheral

MR. WELLS:

oh, T ¢think the Tory Governnent
spent about $200 million or $300
million on the Linerboard mill.
The commitment prior to the Tories
talking ovar was, [ helieve, $81
million. When the Tories got hold
of 1l, they expandecd it Lo
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$300 million. Those are the
numbers, Mr. Speaker, and they are
there for everybody to see. When

Mr. Crosbie got hold of il, fhat
is what it went up to.

MR. TULK:
Any more questions?

MR. WELILS:

Nou, M. Speaker, the direct
govermnent involvemenl as L[ was
originally proposed, gqot out of
whack and out of control. The
Premier had originally indicated
it would be $2.5 million in cash
and $1 million worth of land.
What they did, in fact, My,
Speaker, was put in the full $3.5
million in cash and contributed ¢$1
million worth of land for
$150,000, meaning another %$850,000
they tried to hide.

Then there 1s the extra guarantee
for $2 million, and the guarantee
to the Sprung Companies for
$825, 000, which they tried to
cover up .and explain as monies
necessary to enable the company to

pay bLhe Sprung Companijes the
amount held back under The
Mechanics lien Act. Why did they
guarantee a Jloan for +the Sprung
Companies? Why was not:

Newfoundland Enviroponics
guaranteed? None of t+his has ever
been answered, Mr. Speaker. They
lost: the horticultural expertise
they did have, and they are left
with a couple of tent makers who
are probably very, very good tent
makers, no doubt, they put  up
eight praetty good tents out

there. But they have no expertise
in horticultural matters, none at
all. And they have 1limiked, 1if
any, security, because, Mr .

Speaker, the real value of those
buildings 1is probably $4 million
or $5 mwillion, not the $15 million
the government has dinto 1it. In
Calgary it was assessed on the
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basis of replacement cost in 1985
dollars at $3.5 million. There
has been a massive snow job doene.
No wonder the thing is white.

MR. PATTERSON:
We know who is paying your salary,

hoy. We know, but we will not
Laell.

MR. WELLS

Mr. Spaeaker, we have asked the
gquestions, we have asked the

government to provide us answers
to the questions we have raised on
behalf of the taxpayers of this
Province. We have asked them to
explain why the $825,000 guarantee
to the Sprung Companies and they
have come back with a shan story

about a holdback under the
construction contract. In fact,
it was loaned to the Sprung
Companies. :

The ¢$2 million was said to he
working capital. Just stop and
think, M™Mr., Speaker. The original
proposal required the FfFacility to
be constructed with the first crop
in prograess, with the First crop
in place for the construction
contract:, no working capital
necessary. But that was not done.

Mr. Speaker, that the document
that secures the b2 million
specifically provides that 1t ds
to be spent for construction, not

working capital. That 1s
specifically what 1t says. As
well, Mr. Speaker, the maxdimum

reasonable working capital that
might be required could he a half
million dollars, in any event.

The latest fiasco, Mr. Speaker,
was the marketing scheme. I do
hot need to remind hon. members of
that. We saw the effects of it in
the House 1in the last couple of
weeks . The efforts of selling
them 1in Newfoundland for $1.69
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and, at the same time, taking them
to Nova Scotia and selling them
there for 59 cenks. That is
absolute truth. That is what they
were doing.

MR, TULK:

Right on.

MR. WELLS:

The ads are there, the information
is clear, and the hon . the

Minister of Finance (Mr. Windsor) -

MR. J. CARTER:
On a point of order, Mr. Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
Order, please!

A poinlt of ordar, the hon. the
member for St. John's North.

MR. WELLS:
T would like my two minutes after
Lhe member is Finished.

MR. J. CARTER:

By leave I will grant him all the
time he wants, hecause he is
digging a great hole for himself.

I was 1in Nova Scotia and I saw
some Sprung cucumbers selling for
$1.47 each, in Nova Scotia, quite
recently.

AN HON. MEMBER:
That is a difference of opinion,
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The marketing fiasco recently was
demonstrated clearly by the
commnents 1in this House 1in the last
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twWo or three weeks, and the
absolutely incredible statement of
the hon. the Minister. of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern

Development, that this was all
part of a well-thought-out scheme
to destroy the producers in Nova
Scotia, move in and take over the
markets, and then jack wup the
prices.

MR. TULK:
He went to Florida.

MR . LS.
an offence under The Competition
Acl.

?EE—T;ﬁE thing he got out of it
was a trip Lo Florida.

MR. WELLS:

and the week afler we Find they
are selling them in Boston for 29
cents, and our people are paying
the highest kind of price for
Lhem. and Lthen we find they are
feeding them to the animals here
for nothing. They are dumped on
the farms in Newfoundland; taken,

complete with packages and
everything, and dumped, Mr .
Speaker, and our taxpayars are
paying for it. And the hon.

member has the gall to ask us to
commend the government for that!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
He should resign.

MR. WELLS:

T is like asking us, with all the
knowledge we have now, *to commend
Lhe government for the Come By
Chance oil refinery proposal.
That 1is exaclly what he 1s doing.
Tt s worse than that!

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!
The hon. member's Lime is up.

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speakeaer.

I will conclude simply, Mr .
Speaker, by saying there is no way
in the world we can ever command
the building of a white octopus
Tike that,

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

I would 1like to have just a few
words on this proposal presented
by the hon. member for St. John's
North, Mr. Speaker,

I was probably the first member of
government involued in this
proposal, this enviroponics center
established here in our Province
now, in Kilbride actually, not 1din
Mount Pearl, as most people seem

o think. tt dis  din  Kilbride,
probably one of the oldest
agricultural areas in the
Provirice. I am very delighted it
is in my district actually. Tt

was not planned to go that way,
but T am fortunate it did come Fo
my district.

Mr. Speaker, the 200 people who
are working there now, in my last
visit in there at least, seemed to
be very happy, the ones I talked
to, They really appreciated the
opportunity to go to work +in this
center, or go to work, period,
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that is what Lhey were most
interested in. During the
construction stage, Mr. Speaker,
at times there were up as high as
300 people working, T bhelieve.

I know quite a few of them,
becausae my fTormer profession is as
land surveyor and I worked around
construction siles quite a bit,
and I knew a lot of the people who
were working on Lhis proposal,

Not one of them, Mr. Speaker, cuer
sa'id Lo me, while T was in there,
that the NDP crowd here 1in the
corner, or the Liberals, or The
Sunday Express or the CBC were
right din opposing this project.
They were delighted Lo be able to
work on the project at the time.
People who are there now  are
delighted to be working at the
enviroponics center, and they were
very supportive of government's
efforts Lo import this technology
and develop it in our Province. A
lot of them hoped, after their
training, that these enviroponic
cenlers would he sold as a
franchise, I guess, which would he
one method, S0 that
Newfoundlanders would have the
firsl opportunilty Lo ba trained 1in
these centers and they would go
about ol:her places, maybe in
Newfoundland, maybe other parts of
North America, and train people in
those areas to work this
anviroponics cenfaer.

Mr. Speaker, thai, -in ijtself, has
to be a complete and utter turn
around from whal we are used to
here in this Province. Usually if
we get something in this Province,
and history will prove this, even
with Churchill Falls, Coume By
Chance, when it was being built,
the majority of the good jobs in
those areas were always people who
came in from outside the Province,
not Newfoundlanders going out to
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train other people.

Mr. Speaker, we did get a lot of
the labhour jobs in thosa
facilities and structures when
they were being built, hut we
never got the initial training to
he the foremen or to be the top
engineers or the superintendents
or the good planning jobs involved
in these major construction sites.
This project could turn that
around, certainly in this area,
along with other projects that are
going on throughout our Province,
Mr. Speaker, with NORDCO and other
companies.

Mr. Speaker, the Leader of Lhe
Opposition mentioned, and The
sunday Express again had another
shot at it this week, that Lhe

Premier wrote a federal Minister
of DRTE two  days before the

announcement looking for
informalion on khe studies which
were done by the federal
government.

Mr . Speaker, what: actually

happened in that case was, during
our negotiations, we approached
DRIE, as did P.E.I. actually, and
asked them if they would come 1in
on this project with us to try to
develop this technology in Canada,
but particularly in Newfoundland.

They got a letter before us
suggesting Lhat ACOA, or the
Atlantic Opportunities, I helieve
it was at that time, or Atlantic
Enterprise, whatever it was
called, and DRIE, would not
participate because of studies the
federal governmenkt had which
showed this technology was not
proven, or was nok as stated by
the Sprungs.

So, when the Premier heard of
these studies, which was Jate, we
got the letter just before we were
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finalizing our negotiations, the
Promier said, 'Well, 1if they have
studies, where are they?' - He
telexed them -immediately and asked
for the studies.

The letter he got back said, 'No,
we did not participate in 1t, not
because we had studies to show it
was not proven, we have no studies
to show this will work or will not
work. We will just not
participate in the project . '

Mr. Speaker, if they had to have
studies done on this proposal and
they showed the project was not
viable, we would have gladly
looked at them. But we Kknew
enough, because we were dealing
through an eight-month period with
agriculture Canada and anyone else
involued in it, to know they knew
nothing aboul it They had never
studied 1it. They 1looked. at it
preliminarily at one time.

For the most part, P.E.T. lost
theirs because of political
pressure brought Lo bear by the

Nova Scotia Greenhouse Crowers
Association. That was Lthe bottom
line. P E.I. wanted this before

we did and khey had the deal
almost signed, but they would not
go with it because the federal
government would not put money
into o I = They did nhok have
enough, or they did not want to
put all their own money into it,
hut they would have had one.

Growers in Nova
Scotia, Mr . Speaker, went to
Ottawa and lobbied all of the
federal members for the Atlantic
area and convinced them,
obviously, that the  federal
government should not participate
in this. II- was not because the
technology was not good, bad,. or
indifferent, and not because Lhere
were studies to show that it would

The Greenhouse
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not work. The only reason was it
would probably have an effect on
the greenhouse growers who are
producing now.

Mr Speaker, those greenhouse
growers have s hown a lot of
concern, While T was Miniskter of
Rural, Agricultural and Northern
Development:, tLhe last thing I
would do, M, Speaker, is Eo
interfere, or +ry Lo put ont of
business, a small business person
in this Province, or n the
Atlantic area. I did not have any
intention of put:ting the Nova
Scotia greenhouse dgrowers out of
business, and no more did this

government, Mi~ . Speaker, even
theugh Ethe new Minister of Rural
Development got misquoted and

misconstrued on what he was trying
to say,

Mr. Speaker, what we were looking
for with this project - I think
the figures showed us at the time
we could get about seven million
pounds of produce coming out of
this facility, in cucumbers and
tomatoes. To date, Mr., Speaker,
the average 1s going to be about
ten million pounds which is

working betbter than e ever
expected it to in the fFirst
place. The main reason is because

we put the lights din 4it, mMr,
Speaker.

Whal we wanted, and afler T saw a
report prepared by a former Deputy
Minister of Agriculture 4in Nouva

Scotia which explained the
cucumber market in the Atlantic
area, it made me auen mare
determined to produce this

technology in the Atlantic area.
That Nova Scotian report says that
the greenhouse growers 1in Noua
Scotia produce, at peak periods,
that dis the best top production
that they have, and this is the
Atlantic production, at peak
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periods they produce 15 per cent
of their own market. Mr. Speaker,
that 1leaves 85 per cent of that
market for a new project, for a
proposal.

That market can be filled by
either California, Mexico, Spain,
as it is being done now, or it was
done before this project, or it
can bhe filled in the Summertime by
Ontario, or Quabec.

Rut:, Mir Spedker, it ia
outlandish, according to the
people on Lhe opposite side of bhe
House, that Newfoundland would
euan dream that we would be
Fulfilling this market! We should
not avan concelive of the
possibility Newfoundland might be
able to do something which would
replace product <coming din from
Ontariio or Quehec, but, in
particular, we cannot possibly
compete with California, Spain or
Mexico, That dis unheard of, Mr,
Speaker.

The facts from Statistics Canada I
believe are called the import
trade statistics on commodities.
I believe that is the heading of
the figures T saw. These are not
the Government of Newfoundland,
Mr. Speaker, nolt the Government of
Canada, not anyone with a vested
interest, Sprung or anyone else,
these figures showed that in
cucumbars ancd tomatoes the
Atlantic area in 1985, I belieue,
were dmporting 30 million pounds
of this type of product. Now, we
expeclad to produce 7 wmillion. We
got it up to around 10 million
now .

There +ds still 20 million not
being produced in Nova Scotia, New
arunswick, or P.E.T., not being
produced in Quebec, and not being
praoduced 1in Ontario. Mr. Speaker,
it is being produced and sent 1in
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Mexico,
Carribbean

here from California,
Spain, some of the
Islands and other places.

Now, why can we not, as Canadians,
at least, replace the cucumber and
tomato market 1in Atlantic Canada
by a +echnology which can be
developed din this Province? I
mean, I do not see or T do not
understand why anyone would say we
cannot do it.

MR. MITCHELL:
Tt is politics for the Liberals.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, 1if they looked at the
statistics not produced by
NewFoundland or not produced by
Sprung, they will see there 1is @
great market for cucumbers and
tomatoes in the Atlantic area, a
market for cucumbers and tomatoes

which would substantiate the
axistence of three Sprung
structures at 10 million pounds a
structure. The produce we are
replacing in the markets 1s not
coming from anywhere im Canada.
It is coming from outside of

Canada.

Mr. Speaker, ik makes good sense
to try to be a least
self-sufficient, and if can be
hetter than self-sufficient, Mr.
Speaker, where you can export to
other markets, it certainly would
help.

I do not have the figures for the
New England States, Mr. Speaker,
the Northern part of the United

States. Their climate 1s not a
great lot better Lthan Nouvua Scotia
or New Brunswick. They do not

have a great greenhouse industry.
They do not produce a great amount
of cucumbhers and tomatoes or
greenhouse products.

T believe the head of Lhe Matine
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Greenhouse Association, when
conktacted by one of our local
media when the controversy was -on,

said he would welcome cucumbers
produced 1in Newfoundland in his
marketplace. Tt will not affect
them, It will not deo them much
damage .

The majority of greenhouse

operations 1in Eastern Canada, and
particularly the Atlantic area,
concentrate most of their effort,
hecauyse it is a good cash crop and
it can be phased in and out fairly
quickly, on a cut Flower market,
particularly in the Newfoundland
greenhouse business.

The NewFoundland Greenhouse
Growers Association was not an
opponent of this project. As a

matter of fact, when I met with
them and when T spoke with them,
they were very interested in
having a technology such as this
brought into our Province.

There are many other things which
can ha grown in such a Ffacility,
Mr. Speaker, and the research and
development part of this project,
which 1is completely overlooked by
anyane who ig opposing the
structure and the experiment, the
proven technology we have is 1in
cucumbers and tomatoes.

Mr. Speaker, there 1is a research
and development aspect to this and
I have no doubt the Minister of
Development (Mr. Rarrelt) has
referred to it already. Mr .
Speakar, the research and
development part of this could
make Newfoundland the leaders in
becoming self-sufficient in
producing other eatable products,
and not only eatable products, but
other products that can he
produced in greenhouses and are
being produced around the world in
certain types of greenhouses.
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Mr . Speaker, one that really
interested me when I was looking
at the figures was Holland.
Holland has $300 million export
business in cut flowers, that 1is
tulips, roses, carnations or

whatever type of flowers you would
call a cut flower, a $300 million
export business,

Mr. Speaker, experiments in thig
enviroponics centre when it was 1in
Calgary produced cut, long stemmed
roses in Lheir plant. The
experiments werae not finishad.
But would not most of these roses
I know of, and T am not exackly
sure, and I might be misquoting,
but 1t ds a fantastic amouni . T
do not krow if it was 12 million
dozen a month or 12 million dozen
every couple of weeks, I am not
sure what the numbers were. That
was how many cut, long stemmed
roses which were going 1into the
New York market, 8 million dozen a
month or a week, or something like

that, a fantastic amount. The
best kind of money and now most of
them are heing flown in,

particularly from Holland.

That,. Mr. Speaker, is another
opportunity for structures which
could he built here in
Newfoundland and a market which
presently exists thalt we could bhe
competitive with because if you
are going to pui: it on a plane, il
is just as easy to put it on a
plane 1in Goose Bay or +4in Gander,
or in Stephenville, and all
Liberal districts by the way, and
esach of these areas would bhe
delighted Lo have a Spring
structure.

I talked to the mayor 1in Happy

Valley - Goose Bay and they would
he delighted to have one up
there. T know Windsor for sure

would 1like +to have one and it
probably would be a help to the
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fimancial situation in the Windsor
area, It would create some
employment in  there and would
bring some business to the Windsor
area, Mr. Speaker,

Obviously, the Leader of the
Opposition cannot think that far
ahead . U think one of his own

member's said he is, when talking
about Meech lLake, stuck in time or
something,

M. Speaker, 1if you consider tLhe
research and development aspect of
this project and 1if you consider
what s proven now and what is
being produced din this facility
now, Mr. Speaker, 1t makes senge
that such a project should be
developed in Newfoundland, because
it is going to be developed
somewhere .

What people seem to forget, and
they deo not want to refer to it,
the expert in P.E.I., the member
of the Science Council of Canada,
Dr. McCurdy, I believe was his
name, he did the studies for the
P.E.T. government . Science
Council of Canada, good
qualifications, a wvery respected

man, recommended that P.F.I. would
have this facility in P.E.T. He
recommended it Lo their
govermnent, Mr., Speaker. The only

reason they did not get 4t g
hecause the Ffedaeral government
would nolt come across with some
money .

Mir . Speaker, Lhere is another
gentleman who visited the Province
ancd his name s Dr. Merle Jensen.
Anyone who saw his credentials or
his resumd could nol help but be
impressed on the qualifications of
Lhis gentleman. He d1s a world
recognized leader in the
development of hydroponic
operations, actually working on
some kind of space cenkre the
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American's are trying to develop
down at the University of Arizona
now. He was here, He wviewed il
Me viewed it in Calgary and he
suggested, and he sti11l has every
confidence this technology can

work and should bhe developed. Mr.
Speaker, he had no hesitation
whatbsoever in slggesting this
technology will wark in
Newfoundland and should be

developed somewhere, particularly

in Newfoundland.

Mr., Speaker, if people wanted to
check out what other dgroups are
working on this type of
technology, I think you would find
the John Labatt Company has done

experiments in this, very
reputable people doing work on
sl oA T +think Laval University are

doing experiments on 1t and they
have reached almost the same
production Tlevels as the Sprung
group, but not quite.. Domtex a
rescarch arm of Domtar, I believe,
are also doing these types of
experiments with this type of
project. They have not reached
the production Jlevels the Sprungs
have reached to date.

Mr. Speaker, I believe if people
wanted to get rid of tLhe polilLics
of this thing, and certainly it
probably makes sense From Lhe
political side that the
Opposition, particularly the
Liberals, would scoff at this
project.

As I said before, if we are
growing cabbage 1in this thing,
they said 1if we came down here
with this technology to grow
cabbage or turnips or potatoes,
nobody would even think about it.
Yes, it is a good project. Let us
try it to see if we can be
self-sufficient because
Newfoundlanders historically eat
cabbage, potatoes, turnips,
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carrots and Lthalt  stuif, Recausea
we grow cucumbers, 1t is being
scoffed at and it was scoffed at
hecause historically we are not
noted fTor bheing great cucumber
eaters.

Mr., Speaker, I think statistics
will show and if people want to
contact the Sobey's Stores in this
Province, vyou will see we have
increased the consumption of
cucumbers in this Province more in
a month by month ratio than any
other new product ever brought to
the Sobey's chain in their
history, Mr. Speaker.

So Newfoundlanders are supporting
this project, whether they be
Liberals, NDP or other people whao
are opposing it believe it or not,

Newfoundlanders are supporting
i 5 o They are buying the
cucumbers., They will be able to

buy the tomatoes in the very near
future.

Mr. Speakcer, I want to re-state,
and I do not think it will be any
greatl surprise Lo anyone, my

support for the motion presented
by the member For St John's, Mr.
Speaker, and my support for the
technology broughnt: to this
Province by the Sprungs to develop
Newfoundland Enviroponics.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

No. 56 R3070



MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, the member for St.
John's North (Mr. J. Carter)
should wait to see what I have to
say about his resolution before he
assumes it will not be in support
of his resolution, as soon as I
can find it. I hope they put it
on the Order Paper, The
government tried earlier today,
the member will be aware, to bury
the discussion or to abbreviate
it, but they did not get away with
that. I hope to goodness they
have not omitted %o pul: i1t on the
Order Paper.

MR. WELLS:
Yes, it is on today's Order Paper.

MR, SIMMONS:

Oh, vyes, here we are. I guess, we
are dgetting close now. Mr. Carter
St. John's North to move, a number
of WHEREASES and then "BE T
THEREFORE RESOLVED that +this hon.
House go on record as commending
the government for entering into
this project." He wants the House
to commend the government for
entering into this project.

Mr. Speaker, I recall another time
in this House. It was the last
day on which the Former Premier,
Mr. Smallwood, sat as a member,
his very last day in Ehis
Chamber. Mr, Speaker, the
question was, of course, whether
there would be unanimity, whether
there would be agreement, to allow
the cameras in Lthe House to record
that wvery historic moment:. There
was near unanimity that day.
There was one member, +he member

for St. John's North, to his
continuing shame, who  prevented
the cameras in the House. He
denied the agrecment. tle was the

only person on any side to do that.

MR. FULK:
Who?
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MR. SIMMONS:

The gentleman from St. John's
North.

MR. TULK:

The bhig galoot!

MR. SIMMONS:

I recall that occasion, Mr .

Speaker, because again today he
stands nearly alone, but he 1is a
little smarter on this resolution

than he was that day. He came up,
he searched around, he scratched
his head, and he said, 'How can I

somehow put down on the Order
Paper somelhing that somebody will
have to agree with?!' He said, 'I

have gol: the phrase, commend the
government.' That 1is where Pauvlou
ook ouer, Ite was home free From
there, once he said he would
commend the government. For
what? For entering into this
projecl:. A brilliant choice of

verhb, for entering into this

projeck.

If ever, Mr. Speaker, a government
entered, got completely surrounded
by, got completely and thoroughly

enveloped in something - another
term would be, 'got sucked in to a
project' - 1if euven a government,
Mr . Speaker, since 1kt came to
pouwer, really entered into
something, Ehis government has
really entered in. There 1is no

quastion abouk that,

Mr. Speaker, while my good friend

from Kilbride, the erstwhild
Minister of Agriculture, 4in some
respect, I believe, still
effectively Lhe Minister of

Agriculture, but the now Minister
off Forestry before T get away

from his speech to which I
listened with ‘interest, T want to
commend him for his courage
today .

When the present Minister of
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Agriculture scurried out of this
House just as this debate hegan

he was 1in his seat earlier and he
scurried out: of this House,
despite the fact one of his
colleagues, Lhe member of St
John's North, put the resolution

down . He has not had Lhe
courtesy, the Minister of
Agriculture - here he comes, bless

his heart!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:
You have not said anything yet!
We are waiting.

MR. SIMMONS:

Bless his heart and his fading
tan! It will soon be time, I say
to the minister, to go out and
devastate some more economies, as
he was threatening to do with the
Nova Scotia economy. It will soon
he time to go back -

MR. POWER:

Why do you not defend Newfoundland
For a change or go up to Nova
Scotia?

MR, SIMMONS:

Now, Mr . Speakar, 1-he minisler
reminds me of something. I
remaemnber another {Lime when Ehe
Premier of this Province railed
againslt what can be characterijzed
in hrief as the C.F.A. approach.

IF it A S From outside the
Province, it was, by definition,
evil, to be shunned. He had the

conspiracy theory, which he milked
to its 1limit, that all people
outside Newfoundland wanted to caoan
Newfoundlanders, wanted to trip us
into sour deals. Remember those
times, remember all the great
speeches he has made on Churchill
Falls, for example, and sitting at
his back were men like Mr .
Hickman, Mr. Croshie, Mr. Hickey,
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Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Murphy in
those days.

MR. WEIILS:
Ottenheimer and Collins.

MR. SIMMONS:

Yes, all men who were 1in the House
and some of them in the Cabinet of
the day, but notwithstanding, he
would stand there and rail with
great Fervor against the C.F.A.
approach and . how it Was
automatically bhad, wrong.

I believe in this Sprung issue we
have before us 1s a very inciteful
look at the Premier and how he
ticks and why he does, certainly
how he does. He will be known in
time, among other things, as the
about-face Premier, the man who
was able to go 1in both directions
successively and justify each
equally.

First he condemned the C.F.N.
approach. It was automatically
wrong . Then on Sprunyg, of course,
he has basically said, after you
hear all bthe rhetoric and you go
through it and you hear the bit of
logic there and so on, Fkhe only
thing that stands out, the only
thing that difFerentiaktes this
Sprung outfit from the others that
have been growing cucumbers here
for years, 1is that they are from
away . Thal is all. Well, Ewo
things. One, they are from away,
and, two, because they are From
away, they got a lot more money
than the locals did.

T know a fellow down on Water
Street by the name of Chris
snellen who is growing cucumbers
as large and pretty well as
quickly as Sprung, and he has been
doing it for two or three years.
Rut there was no handout from the
government for that particular
enterprise. You see, Mr. Speaker,
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it is all -

MR. BARRETT:
Why did you not ask him?

MR. SIMMONS:

Well, I am talking about the
period prior to the time we raised
it in the House, about three or
four months aqgo, oh, yes! The
government 1is in there now. Oh,
sure! That i1s a diffFerent malbter
altogether. I talked about the
years -

MR. POWER:
He put in a request.

MR. SIMMONS:

The Minister of Agriculture says
he pul in a request. He had pnt
in other requests. He could not
even dgel ministers to answer his
phone calls at that particular
time, so T gobk up here 1in the
House and raised the dissue. Nouw,
if  you are going to tell the
truth, let us have the whole truth.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking ahout
the about-face approach of this
Premier, the one that said to
Newfoundlanders in McMurray, 'Come
home ., ' And then, by his actions,
said, "You better stay away a
little while 1longer, because we
cannot handle you yet, ' The one,
by his approach, that said,
'"FFT's, never!', and then allowed
his kissing cousins politically -in
Ottawa to make decisions.

MR. J. CARTER:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for SL. John's Norih.

MR. J. CARTER:

This 1s a serious point of order.
T realize there is greal latitude
allowed in debate, and I would be
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the First to defend great
latitude, even, to some extent,
some longtitude, but the hon.
member is nowhere near the
resolution. He is not even
addressing it.

My pencil 1s poised waiting to
make some notes of something he
said, and so far he has said
nothing. He dis not addressing the
issue,

MR. SPEAKER:

Te that point of order, it is a
difference of opinion between two
hon. gentlemen.

rorbtune -

Tha hon. member For

Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

T believe the gentleman From St.
John's North makes a point, 1if I
could gelt: his abtlbention. IF I
could get the attention of +the
gentleman Ffrom St. John's North,
or better still, I have lost his
attention, now T can proceed with
my speech,

Mr. Speaker, on FFT's, Lhey were
on both sides of the issue
successively,

Remember the issue of the
offshore, how they would never
give Alay the shop? Remember
those speeches and remember how
they gave away the whole refining
capacity in the Atlantic Charter
to Ontario and Quebec?

MR. TULK:
The Atlantic Accord,

MR. SIMMONS:

he Atlantic Accord - Forgive me
Churchill and Roosevelt. In that
they not anly specified or, in
effect, specified it to be Fastern
Canada, Ontarlo, and Quebec, hut
they Jjust about wiped out any
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opportunity for Come By Chance
until, again, we 1in this House
raised the issue of Clause 54 and
they scurried out: to gat an
amendment to that particular
clause. These were the gnys, Mr.
Speaker, who are on both sides of
the offshore, and T could go on,
Mr . Speaker.

We heard tha latest one today on
the environment, the great
prokectors or Lhe environment,
read the last few Throne Speeches,
in terms of the enuiranment and
how they were going to save it for

future generations. and what was
the message today from the

gentleman for Lewlisporte? Take

PCB to lunch.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ha, ha!

MR. RUSSELL:
Make sure you pay your taxes on it.

MR. DECKER:
That 1s low.

MR. STMMONS:

M. Speaker, I understand the
member does not Tlike what T say,
but T think I accurately summed up
what. he said in the House today .
He said things 1like it was a
crirosity. T believe [ qitote him
correctly. I said he did not know
where Lthe confusion was, although
a day before he signed a document
in which he said there is some
confusion, etc. I believe I quote
ke minister accurataly or
summarize him accurately.

There 1is another one right here.
The minister said this report had
not crossed his desk. Rut within
five minutes after having made
“that statement, we obtained this
report from an official din  his
office.
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MR. RUSSELL:

No.

MR. STMMONS:

Yes.

So the minister is either

deceiving ihe House or he 1s not
reading his mail.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):

Order, please! Order, please!

MR. RUSSELL:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

A point of arder, the hon. the
Minister of Environmaent.

MR. RUSSELL:

I do not have to take from that
hon. member the fact that I am
deceiving this House.

MR. TULK:
He never said you were.

MR. RUSSELL:
That is very unparliamentary and I
ask the hon. menber Lo withdraw
that comment.

MR. KELLAND:
fo the point of order, Mr.

Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order?

MR. KELLAND:
Yes.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:

The only phrase my colleague used
was in reference to & report that
the minister said earlier in
Question Period Ehat had not
crossed his desk. This report was
produced in and released in
September, 1987, granted the
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minister was not in that portfolio
at the time, but he has been for
the Jast five months, and it
strikes me a liktle odd it has nol
crossed his desk in that I did get
it this afternocon from his OlN
department.

MR. RUSSELL:
That has nothing tao do with
deceiving the House, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

I would ask the member for Fortune
- Hermitage, if he did say that,
to withdraw that statement.

MR. SIMMONS:

First of all, Mpr. Speaker, I did
not say il. I said deceive or
but dif it  makes the minister
happy, if he can hurl all kinds of

cowardly statements around the
House, bl iF T have o he
parliamentarily precise, I will be

parliamentarily precise, No
problem. I have no difficulty
with that at all. The minister ‘s
the guy who has the difficulty.

MR. SPFEAKER:
Order, please!

Look, T would like to ask Ethe hon.
gentleman, I think he is swaying a
little bit now because he is
talking about environment. T just
read the resolution and I believe
he dis going a little bit off
track. I ask him to speak to ELhe
resolution as much as he can.

The hon. the member for Fortuna -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I am glad, Sir, you
brought:  the two fogether becaise
one of the many things we found in
investigaling this projecl: 1is that:
this is the only project ever 4in
Newfotndland's history Lo he
allowed to  go  forward without
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environmental assessment. Now, I
believe you will find Lhere, Sein,
a direct connection hetween Sprung
and environment.

'he government wanted to divorce
any connection, wanted to separate
any connection there might he, bhut
there is a very direct
connection. Indeed, there was a
direct contravention of the law lay
the then minister. Because, Mr.
Speaker, the law says Section (G6)

of The Fnvironmental Assessment
Act says wvery specifically, M™r,
Speaker, 'Shall - that there shall
be a pre-review'. That Wa s

pointed out, T wrote the minister
on 1t and so on.

MR. RUSSELL:
Tell it all now.

MR. STMMONS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am going to
Lell as much as I can and then the
minister can get up and tell us
how in Cthal particular case he W s
able to get around that clause 1in
the law which says, 'The minister
shall provide For the
assessmentl. ', The answer we got is
it was not needed.

We had a farm road down the
Argentia Highway, where a poor
fellow wanted to put a road 1in to
get his pick-up up to his Farm,

and he had to have an
environmental assessment. We put

this orange or this white —

AN HON. MEMBER:

Octopus.

MR. STMMONS :

If my leader says it is white, 1t

is white. T thought it was
orange, bhut I know what he means,
as in elephant . We putl: this white

octopus 1in the centre of what is
to be our Lhird city very soun,
and there is no environmental

i
A

o
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impact. There is no need for an
assessment.

Mr. Speaker, this is @& case of
where it was predetermined what
the conclusion would be and then
they scurried out to get the facts

to support that particular
conclusion, to support it
financially, bo support it

environmentally and to support 1t
in marketing terms.

By the way, while we are Lalking
about the Minister of Forestry
(Mr. Aylward), yes, T agree ik
him on something else, too. The
consumption, Mr . Speaker, of
cucumbers has not only goné up
this Province, I say to him, hut I
also say to him, not only has it
gone up dramatically, buk, I think
he will agree that some of the

consumption 1is because people are’

eating those cucumbers.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, how can you, in the
name of all that is sensible, deal
with this thing except with,
either complete derision or
complete outrage, Qutrage,
because of $14.5 million that
could have bheen used in so many
okther places, on some roacds cin omy
district, on creating some jobs in
various parts of Lhis Province.

MR. EFFORD:
Caring for the sick.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, on opening somne of
the beds that this government has
so shamefully closed up.

SOME JION. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMONS:
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The memher for LaPoile has entered
the debate. Your constituents
said if I saw you, could I get a
phone nunber? They are trying to
reach you.

MR. MITCHELL:
(Tnaudible) QF eIl Aare that
popular,

MR. STMMS:
They have your picture put on
those cards.

MR. SIMMS:
and  on the other end L& your
picture.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Either, Mr . Speaker, complete
derision, or complete outrage, are
the only two ways to approach this
particular project. I fluctuate
between the two because there is
outrage in me when I see the way
this money is being spent. When I
see the hospital heds that are
being closed, when I see the jobs
that could be created, when I see
the small, sensible projects that
could he created.

T T could only see this money
dumped into this private sector
employment program which we sald

in the heginning was a good
program. Mo, il 18 being
balkanized, it is being

politicized by this government and
that 1is what my friend for the
Strait of Relle Tsle keeps
saying. He believes in the
program, but he does not believe,
nor do I believe, that it ought to
be cdispensed along political
lines, as 1s the case largely.
So, there 1s outrage, but, Mr,
Speaker, there has to be a certain
measure of derision to when you
hear this kind of nonsense coming
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out. On the cost of cucumbers -

MR. J. CARTER:
(Tnaudible) a mispronounciation.

MR. STMMONS:

I had the good fortune not to be
raised in the same general area as
my good friend for St. John's
North (Mr. Carter) so iy accent -is
somewhat different, something that
I take great pride in so T will
insist on cucumbers. I am sure he
knows what I mean.

M. Speaker, let us talk about the
cost of cucumbers, We have taken
the dinformation prouvided to us by
the gouvernment, we have taken the
information which is publicly
available to us and in a moment,
to save my Friend For St John's
North all this writing, because he
was  looking for some Anformalion
on cucumbers, I am now dgoing to
address the subject of the cosl of
cucumbers, Now, 1if he would take
his pencil, he could write, 'cosl
of  cucumbers.' There could be
several items, several components,
salaries, electricity, interest,
cost of the Tights, seed plants,
the nutrients, the miscellaneous
production and packaging expenses,
administration, et cetera, et
cetera. Heat cost, ah! MNow there,
Mr. Speaker, there 1s an 1issue I
could spend some ltime on, if T had
any time left to spend on it.

Mr. Speaker, the hottom line 1is
this: That 4if you assume the
Premier's statement that there ‘g
200 jobs here, which dtself 1is
something to he doubted, then the
cost of production works out to
$1.27 a cucumber. [f you are even
a little more realistic than the
Premier, the job generation here
is not 200, it  dis 150, then
assuming 150 employees are Lhere
on a daily bhasis, the cost works
oult then to $1.14.

L3077 June 1%, 1988 Vol XL

I say to the membher for St. John's
North (Mr. J. Carter) we may
quibhble about whether it - is
Fifty~seven or ninety -seven or
whatever it is, but we have not,
in the exchange between the lLeader
of the Opposition and him &
moment ago, all the Figures quoted
are well below a $1.14, and vou
cannot produce at a $1.14 and sell
it less than $1.14 and make a
profit.

That of course, Mr. Speaker, is
not quite the bottom line because
underneath that are heat costs.
If you include that 4in, vyou are
talking at the minimum wikth a 150
employees you are talking about
$1.65 per cucumber. Cuery  tilime
that cow eats one of those
cucumbers, Mr. Speaker, down goes
another $1.65 of your tax money.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hewmr, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member for Humber
Valley.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr Speaker, T have been
associated, going bhack to what the
Minister of Forestry said, For
sometime with this Sprung project,
i the sense that T had the
opportunity to wview the facility
when Lkt was 1in Calgary.

What T have been listeming to and
what I bhave been hearing over the
paslt aboul a vear now, T guess,
when this _project Ffirst came to

Jight, has heen utter, i ter
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nonsense! The facts concerning
agriculture in this Province and

pertaining ko the Sprung
greenhouse, I have not heard one
member opposite, not one,

including the socialists, the NDP,
state any facts that I have on
record that could really equate
with what i happening in Sprung.
It is utterly ridiculous!

Firstly, T will go on record as
saying and I have never been on
record for Lhe pasl year for
saying Lhat  this is a carte
blanche. This 1is absolutely going
to work, no doubt, regardless of
how much money you pul into ik,
for it is an absolute good
project. 1 never once dicd say k.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:
aut I will say, based on past
experience, not with hydroponics,

hut wikth other fields of
agriculture and business - 1t 1s
the business one that T want ko
concentrate on. I have not hear

that either.

In Question Period, 'We need a
$1.09 per pound to suruvive, or
they need a $1.09 per pound, or a
$1.27 or $2 or $3' or whatever it
is, regardless of whal At is.
Anybody din business today, and T
challenge anybody on the ather
side, there 1is a gentleman over
there who has been in business for
sometime,

AN HON., MEMRBRER:
Yas, Sir.

MR. WOODFORD:
You have been in business for a
long time. What is your cosl?

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).
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MR. WOQODFORD:

Sure, vyou made a lot of money on
it. You are going to lose a -lot
too if you keep up to the ideas
that I have listened Lo for the
last six months.

AN HON. MEMBER:
lLose your seat Loo.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haear!

MR. PATTERSGON:

Dr. RBanting.
When did you do heart surgery last?

MR. WOODFORD:

T just Jlistened Lo Ihe lLeader of
the Opposition speak this evening,
he dwelled on the total cost of
the Sprung project. Nevelr once
did he say that it was notk going
to work. I suppose when you read
hetween the lines that was exactly
what he was saying, but he never
once came out and said, "It is
definitely not going to work . It
is a bad project.'

The hon. member for Fortune -
Hermitage just got up and he spoke
on the Minister of Environment, on
PCB's . He mentioned Premier
smallwood's last day in the House,
referred to the member for St.
John's North, and what happened
there and, then, Premier Peckford
and some of his history. So I got
a lesson in the history of
politics din  the Proulince since
1971. It is supposed to be a very
imporbtant resolution, whereby
members opposite figure they can
get: p anel tear strips off
government because of the Sprung
project.

Now, Mr. Speaker, go hack *hrough
the history. Never in the history
of this Province, never - I said
it one time before in the House,
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and I say 1t again - when we
entered Confederation in 1949 e
were self-sufficient in
agriculture anc preaebiy well

everything in this Province.

Tver since then, agriculture has
been on the bottom rung of the
ladder +in Newfoundland, and for
obvuious reasons. Namely, bhecause
nobody  could ever understand how
you could produce it here, 1in the
Province.

Always, ever since 1t came up
about the Sprung thing, all I have
sean on that was, pertaining to
Nova Scotia, pertaining to other
provinces in Canada, and
pertaining to even parts of the
United States.

We can co ik here in this
Province, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

We can do it here, not only in the
raegilar agricultural rield with
regards to any other Form of

agriculture, g can do it in
hydroponics as well. We can do
it

But the trick s, why jump on this
project, and never even give it a
chance?

[ could understand the gentleman
coming back in six months time or
a year or two years down the road
and saying, "Look, I +told vyou
so.! But they hinged everything
on it. That is all you hear with
regards to Sprung. T have not
heard anything, nothing whatsocever
- I said it before in a speech -
about the fFederal Agricultural
Agreement, for four and a half
years, Where 1is that? Where are

the questions on i&?
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MR. FUREY:
T asked ahout: it in Lthe House.

SOME__HOM. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. CALLAN:

Control your caucus, Have you

lost control?

MR. - WOORFORD:

Where are the questions on the
dumping of vegetables From Nova
Scotia, P.E.I., and New Brunswick
in this Province Ffor Lthe last
number of years? Where are the
stats on  that? Where are they?
Is anybody saying that that is not
being done? Why 4s it?

One of the reasons why agriculture
in this Province did not take off
was because of Lkthe actual dumping
of vegetables in this Province by
other provinces. That +4s one of
the reasons. We were always led
Lo believe that you could not do
it here, and that 1is why the
Farmers and {the people who were
interested in it were always given
the cold shoulder when they would
go to look for land or money to
gel dinto that Lype of business.

When I came Lo +he Weslt Coast in
1971 - 1972, I was not exception.
s Was told the s ame thing,
identical. '"You cannot do it
here. You cannot  produce milk
right here. We have a few fellows
into it now, but that is about it,

bhecause they are selling it
locally. So, we will bring it in
from Nova Scotia and P.E.T.

because they can do it easier and
cheaper . '

So what has happened over the last
Fifteen or sixteen vyears? Tn the
last two weeks we shipped milk out
of the Province for the First time
in our history.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

Two weeks in a row milk has gone
to the cheese and yogurt plants in
Truro. For the first time in our
history, we are self-sufficient,
as of now, and granted that s due
to the fact, I suppose, of the
time of the year and everything s
out on grass.

{ do not like either, Mr. Speakep
- I do not know if I am taking
somathing the wrong way or not., T
do not think T am - some of Lhe

so-called slurs towards
agriculture in this Province.

Some of it just happened bthis
evening when we were talking ahout
the heat and the lights aw the
Sprung Enterprise. We all know
about heal, and then the reference
to the cows.

Well, I take a back seat to not
one member in this House on either
side when it comes to standing for
the agriculture indusktry in this
Province -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

— or admitting that I am a farmer
and not a doctor or a lawyer or a
teacher or something else.

SOMY HOMN. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOQONDFORD:
Rar none!

let us take the subsidy on 3prung,
and look at other provinces and
the Slhates. Nicd Kruger submit a
marketing plan when they got their
money from Lhe provincial and

federal governmant. to huy out
Rowabter? Did anyhody demancd
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Fhat? Did anybody demand that on
the St. Lawrence situation? Did
anybody demand the marketing plans
for that on where they were going
to sell thetir product? Did
anybody demand the Baie Verte
Mines say where they were going to
sell their asbestos?

AN HON. MEMBER:
No, no!

MR. WOODFORD:
Was thabt put up Ffront and puk on
the table?

Where were all of those marketing
sludies for those other projects?
I am not saying that the marketing
study should not have heen cdone .,
No doubt, that is good business.

But on the other hand, when you
look at the production fraom the
Sprung Enterprise, as with
anything else, you look at 7.5
million pounds was suppose to come
out of the project For one year.

Now, all estimates show that there
is a possibility there could be -

MR. SIMMONS:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage, on a point of order.

MR. SIMMONS:

he hon. member for Humber Valley
(Mr. Woodford) 1is making one of
the boetter speeches I have heard
from that side on this subject and
[ do not wank to cinterrupt the
train of thought, but he said a
minute ago, and T just reflect on
it, about the milk going out of
the Province. T Find  that with
some interest, if he would just
Lake & minute to elaborate. Whal
provincial government subsidy was
provided +to allow that milk to be
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exported from the Province? Would
he mind responding to that?

MR. S§TMMS:
To the point of order,

MR. SPEAKER:
The Opposition House Leader.

MR. SIMMS:
To use the hon. the leader of t{he
Opposition's own words, it 1is not
hard Lo Lell when you are making a
point because the members opposite
get all upset.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Betore I rule on that point of
order, I am sure the hon. member
for Humber Valley would not wmind
if I recognize and welcome to the
lLegislature the Mayor of St.
Anthony, Mr, Squires, Councillor
Johnson, and the Town Manager, Mr.
Parsons.

SOME HON. MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

To bthat point of order. There s
no point of order. T said hefore
while T was in the Chair, it was a
point of clarification and if
Lhere ever was one, it was one.

The hon. the member Ffor Hlumber
Valley.

MR. WQODFORD:

Mr. Speaker, going back to some of
the comments made when this
project was announced, the NDP
said it should not go ahead
because who is going to subsidize
the greenhouse growers in the
Province of Newfoundland for not
being able to sell their product?

All you have to do is look at the
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stats ., L think 4t ds anywhere
between 85 per cent and 91 per
cent of our produce coming out of
the greenhouses of this Province

is either bedding plants or
transplants or flowers. You go
ACINOS S the wateruays Lo Nova

Scotia, P.E.I., and New Brunswick
and right on through Quebec and
Ontario, and anywhere from 68 per
cent ) 76 per caent ofF Lhe
production coming out of their
greanhouses, hydroponic units  and
what have you, are vegetables,

In the first dnstance, there 1is
nothing Lo compensate in this
Province hecause it dis just not

coming out of i The Few
vegetables we do grow 1in the
greenhouses are consummed on

probably in a four to six week
Eime period in Lthe Summertime, or
early Fall. So that dis consummned
right here in the Province in any
case, still leaving the wvoid of
approximately 3.2 or 3.4 million
pounds of this vegetable that has
to come into the Prouvince.

You go across the waterways to
Mova Scecolia, and P.E.T and New
Brunswick and they are, bhased on
these stats, For obuious reasons,
Mr. Speaker, neither province, not
one of the olher nine provinces In
Canada today, it would he
political swuicide to pul a Sprung
or anything of 1its nature in any
other province because of the high

concentration and the high
production of vegetables out of
their existing greenhouses .,

Although, the need is -

MR. WELLS:
Could you elaborate on that for us?

MR. WOODFORD:

Where most of there greenhouse
production in any other prouinces
s i vegetables, vegetables
coming out of their greenhouses,

No. 56 R3081



namely, mnot only cucumbers and
tomatoes, but other Lhings  as
well, in this Province it 1is
mainly Flowers and transplants.
So, to put it in another province
would be political suicide. The
need will be there. The need is
there for the cucumbers and the
tomatoes, for 1instance, to use
that as an argument, but Ffor the
government of Nova Scotia, for
instance, to say that we are going
to hack a greenhouse facility in
Nova Scotia, T mean, there s nao
way it would stand. It is obhvious
From the reaction of those people
because there is one in
NewFoundland which s next door.
So 1t ds @ legitimate one on their
part. There 1s no doubt abhouk
it T would do the same thing if

it was jeopardizing my business.

The other thing T wanled o touch
on there s one of the reasons why
the federal government did not put
any more ‘in under DRIE or DREE or
any of those programs, because it
would be the same thing. They
would be running 1into opposition
from the other provinces.

A1l this stuff, with regards to
reaction and inaction, I suppose,
with regard to looking For some
statistics on it by some members,

some of the things were not even

worth talking about when you
consider that part of 1it.

The actual guaranteeing of Tloans
to the facility, there is no doubt
about 1it, there is a lot of money
gone 1into it, but it is 1in the
Form of a guaranteed Tloan of which
we got approximately $100 million
oul in 1the Province righlt now.

Mr. Sprung, if he had come inlko
ithe Province of Newfoundland and
put  up the Ffacility, $20 million
or $25 million out of his own
pocket:, 1ike some olher people
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have done with regards to fish
plants, namely, Mrs. Ting -~ she
came 1in here, she bought the fish
plant, and she was going to do
wonderful things, something that
nobody else did before. If Mr.
Sprung came 1in and he put up his
facility and operated it for two

or three years, with 200
employees, and then, all of the
sudden, something happened,

something happened in the facilitky
or he had a 1loss d1n some way,
shape or form, where would the cry
come from 1if this government did
not: put up a loan guarantes then
to salvage tLthe project? Where
woittld 4t come From?

When his genbtleaman Camne From
Alberta, or arlyone else - I
concentrate an M-, Sprung right
now - he was not on the tarmac,
was not  landed - T mean, what
crime did those people commit,
except Ffor Lthe one of creating
jobs in this Province, albeit it
with governmnent help? T am not
saying -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. WOODFOQORD:
Okay, butb references are made
throughout the last year or so.
Now, to me, ik seemed like the
jury was out on Mr. Sprung and
Newfoundland Enviroponics and s
still out. There 1is nothing wrong
with that. Let the jury be out.
You can live with that. Hopefully
there 1is nolhing gquaranteed in
this 1ife, only death and taxes -
a year down the road we will see
the results of his work and the
work pul in by the Department of
Agriculture or the Newfoundland
Govaernment, in khis case.

Now, T meniion the subsidy part of
it again, because that ie what is
looked al hy other provinces anc
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some of Lthe members have mentioned
it over the last six or seven
months. Just krace ik right back
to Ontario and Quebec¢ again, with
regard to the amount of subsidy
put in by the federal and
provincial  governmenlts Lo attracl
a Honda in Ontario or a Hyundai or
something like that . Whal: ia
this? 1s this not subsidies? Is
this not money pull din  place lo

create Jobs? What is the
difference? Thera is no
difference as far as i ain

concerned. The project is there.

Just  looking back on the history
of it for the last seven or eight
months, it ‘is a wonder the people
are slill din there, the structure
is still there, or there is
anything bheing sold.

et us face it, all that has been
in the media, all that has been in
this House for the 1last three
months, all that has been going on
in the Province, and the questions
being asked, concerns Sprung. F
it was never going to work, it
should not work now, by rights. I
mean, there has been every bit of
negativikty you could wver find.
There 1is no doubt about it, they
are working against all odds .

God knows anyhody in businaess
today, in this Province or any
other, has their hands full trying
to make a living, trying to make a
profilt, bhecause profil ds always
perceived to he a dirty word. If
there s no profil there is no
business, and if there is no
business there s no industry,
there 1is no employment. We are
aur own worst enemy, there 1is no
doubt about that. We see 1t din
communities, we see it regionally,
we see it provincially and we see
it nationally. As soon as we sae
someone trying to do something,
instead of giving them a pat on

13083 June 15, 1988 Vol XL

the back we give Cthem a kick in
the butt, and the Sprung
anterprise is no different.,

Some of the comnents made by the
Opposition, as of late, bhoth
parlties, put me in wind of the
Amerdican novelist and critic, Gore
Vidal, or whatever, who said, "Tt
is not enough that I succeed, but
olhaers wmust Fail," and he would
not be satisfied unless his gains
were  matched by  some  one elses
loses., Now, that dis the thing
that torments me as an individual
and a citizen of this Province.
L seems that that is  whak 1is
permeating the political will in
this Province today. Mere are
other concerns in this Province:
There s unemployment, there is
the fish plants now in Rose
Blanche and St. lawrence. We have
all kinds of problems in this
Province which could be addressed
at length by all members of the
lHouse, but mor e S0 by the
Opposition, which is primarily
what they are there for, to keep
us on our toes and address some of
the more dmportant issues in this
Province, but all I have heard in
Lhe Tlast three or Four weeks ig
Sprung.

2

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
Ooh, come on!

MR. WOODFORD:

We have had questions orn
unemployment:, e have had
questions on the fishery, but, let
s face i, 1F you go bhack Ehrough
Hansard and find Question Period,
vou will find out Ehat it was.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WOODFQORD:
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I suppose the Opposition, in
trying to gain power and form the
government of this Province, have
to do Uthe natural thing, which is
lambaste, create a crisis and be
alarmists, or whatever. Aul it
seems that that is primarily what
fthis s when you zero in on this

project. It seems that they have
picked up on something they
figured everyhody else in the

Province was going to go for.
But, believe you me, by picking up
on this, the Opposition, namely
the Liberal Opposition, are
banking on something, Mr. Speaker,
that could take them down the
tube, as well. This time, all
their marbles are in the one place.

There are a 1lot of good things
happening in this Province, Mr.
Speaker, that could be elaborated

on, and in the agricultural
industry itself. There 1s no
doubt about it. T juskt mentioned

the fact that we sent milk out of
thl Province For khe First btime,
and I could go on and on about

other Lhings. lLast year,
agriculture in this Prouvice
Lipped, T think, around $50
million. That 1is not a small

industry any more. People are
employed. We are first generation
farmers 1in this Province. We are
not second, third and fourth
generation farmers like they have
in other provinces. We are gilven
a pilece of land, Fifty or one
hundred acres, and it 1is said,
Okay, we are giving them a farm.
They are not g9iving them a farm,
they are giving them a piece of
wilderness out of which they have

to extract a farm. The people who
are in the idindustry, and the
people who survive in the

industry, should be given high

marks .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. WOODFORD:

There 4is jusl one thing I would
like to say, Mr. Speaker, before I
Finish. e Humber Valley
Agricultural Association, which 1is
the stronger assoctiation 1in this
Province, I suppose primarily
hecause of the concentration of
agriculture in that area, came out
and backed the Sprung project,
categorically backed the Sprung
project.

AN HOM. MEMBER:

No, they did not.

MR. WOOQDFORD:

Yes, they did. It is printed. It
is 1in the media and euverything
else. They backed the Sprung
project. and that was with no
Federal-provincial agreement, only
the dollars we are putting in
provincially.

MR. TULK:

I say it was political (inaudible) .

MR. SPFAKER:
order, pleasel

MR. WOODFORD:

Political or not, Mr. Speaker, it
was done, (. 4is on record, I
never said it categorically Just
backed it, they gave khelr reasons
for supporting the Sprung
project. T mean, they gave their
reasons for it.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
By leave.

MR. WOODFORD:
I'hank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Tt 98 now twenly minutes to Five,
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and I call on the hon. the membher
for St. John's North.

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, T think I can more
than fill wmy twenty minutes, but I
will try and be quick.

Now the Leader of the Opposition
is a well educated man, he 1is a
very well educated man, and T am
sure that in the process of his
education he has had some exposure

Lo mathematics. In mathematics
there are such Gthings as whole
numbers, there are Fractions,
there are decimals, there are
positive numbhers, there are
negative numnhers, Lhere are

irrational numbers, like repeating
decimals, and there are +imaginary
numbers, Tike the square root of
minus one.

Well, now, today and last
Wednesday, we heard an awful 1lot
of dirrational numbers, we heard a
lot of dimaginary numbers, and
practically all the numbers uwe
heard from the other side were
negative numbers and they were put
together in the most uncharitable
way possible to try and blacken
the reputation of a sincere
entrepreneur who has caome dinto
this Province.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Did you get the true numbers?

MR. J. CARTER:
No, you are playing with numbers.

All the hon. gentlemen want to do
is  take numbers and  throw  Ethem
together, and they do not care
now. They are Tike adders. There
are at least two adders over there.

I made a list of the things the

Leader of the Opposition said. T
am sorry he is not here, but I am
sure he s within earshot. He
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opened by saying it ds a madcap
scheme, Now, it dis his right to
say that. But it was Jjust  an
assertion and nothing else,. A
madcap scheme is what he said. He
did not bring up any technical,
logical reasons why there should
be such a madcap scheme, he merely
sald that was what 1t was. Now, I
say it is not. It is mny
impression, and it 1s a very good
impression, and a well-instructed
impression, bhecause T have heen
through Lhe facility several
times, thal it 1is not a madcap
scheme, it is a sincere attempt at
a high tech Facilily.

He said thatt hydroponics 1s well
known and it dis quite successful,
Well, 4t maybe successful -in Lthe
sense that hydroponics generally
can  produce  produce, but I have
tasted the mainland hydroponic
tomatoes especially, and other
products as well, but especially
the tomatoes, and even the produce
managers who offered them to me to
taste agree they are tasteless.
Now they look nice, they are a
nice shape, Lhey are a nice
caolour, they look nice on the
plate, and people buy them, I
guess, out of habit, but they have
no taste. They do not!

MR. BAIRD:
They are like tLhe Opposition,
there is nothing to them.

MR. J. CARTER:

They are tasteless, like the
Opposilion. No tasite at all. The
Sprung tomatoes were probably one
of the best tomatoes T have had.

e said Nova Sceotians waere ANYGry .
Well, I brought back, and I am
sorry T do not have it here with
me, a newspaper which I purchased

in Trura, in  which they did
interviews with the man in the
skreet and they asked these
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various people, who identified

themselves -

AN HON., MEMBER:
Why did you not bring it down?

MR, J. CARTER:

Tt is probably there. I Jjust
purchased khe paper +in Truro. of
the wvarious interviews a couple

were negative, bul many of Eheam
were positive. The Leader of the

Opposition said 1t was a massive
mistake.

Now, even if you were to grant him
a very, very doubtful imaginary
proposition that it 1is a mistake,

i+ certainly 1is not massive. It
is not massive 1in terms of the
Linerboard mill. The Linerboard

mill and the subsequent newsprint
mill +that it had to be turned
into, combined with the subsidy
that it required while it was an
unsuccessful Linerboard mill, 1is
in excess of $500 million.

Fvuen though it s now taking in
more money than it is paying out,
I am told, and 4s technically a
success, 1t will never, never,
never be able to pay the interest
on the interest of $500-plus
million. And Lhat: 1s obvious.
The Kruger operation in Corner
Brook was somelhing of the order
of $100 million. You know, these
are massive and Lhey were not
mistakes. I think the West Coast
would be in sad shape without 1t.
I participated in the help that we
gave Lthe linerboard mill, and T
certainly supported the help we
gave the Corner Brook mill. I am
glad we gave them that help. It
was timely, 1t was necessary, and
it was worthwhile, but still it
was massive, massive 1in the sense
that the Sprung investment is not
massive. It may be a lot of
things, but 1t dis not massive.
Our exposure, euven though it is
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not great in absolute numbhers, 16
covered many times by the value of
ha Facility. So it is  nok
massive.

The Leader of the Opposition says
Ontario has more light. Now, all
he has to do is take a map with
Mercator's projection, so that the
parallel lines are straight, and
nolice :hat Ontario, @auen et
golden horseshoe of Taoronto and
Hamilton, is not mueh Further
South than St. John's - not much.
A great deal of Ontario is  much
further North of St. John's, so
the light intensities are not much
greater, if at all, in Ontario or
any part of Canada. Recause our
weather is so cold, we think of
ourselves as being very far
North. But we are South of Paris.

MR, SIMMONS:
Why do you not give us the fog
warning now for Hamilton?

MR. J. CARTER:

No.

He said i A s a simple
technology. I have dealt with
tthat . Fifteen million dollars at
risk: Maybe there is $20 million
at risk, but it coveread many
times . Now, I bhlame the
Opposilion ror some of the
cucumbers that are being fed to
cattlae. T put the blame squareaely
at their door, and I will tell you
why . Mr. Sprung will not sell a
cucumber unless it is absolutely
perfect. IF there 1is the least

scratch or blemish, however small,
he has it broken in half, put in a
bin, and then it is either glven
orr sold at a nominal cost to any
farmer who wants to take it to
feed his animals. Now, because of
the excessive, foolish,
Unmecessanry criticism that has
been levelled at him by the

Opposition and by certain
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irresponsible elements 1in the
press, he has said, 'Well, I will
let nothing out of here that is
not absolutely perfect.' Now, as
far as T am concerned, Lhe perfect
is the enemy of the good. An
awful lot of good cucumbers have
been thrown out because of this
irresponsible criticism, and T lay
the blame right at the door of the
Opposition,

Now, the memher for Fortune -
Hermitage addressed the
proposition, and there was not
much that he said. It was mostly
a stream of poison. Now, T enjoy
his streams of poison from time to
time . I like & hassle in lhe
House. I think it 1s enjoyable.
Bukt T think 40 is drresponsible
when there is something serious to
be discussed, T really do.

The points the member for Humber
Valley made , I think are
excellent, bhecause he pointed how
high tech farmers have to he. We
farmers need to he the best
informed of all. We feed vyou
fellows, and God knows why we do
it. We should save some of our
effort, But when you sit down to
your table, 1t d4s the farmers of
the world you have to thank.

AN HON. MEMBER:
And the fishermen.

MR. J. CARTER:

And the fishermen. I call them
farmers, too; they are Farming the
sea. We cannot know too much.
And kLo irresponsibly criticize a
high tech facility without knowing
an awful Jobt about 4t, T Fkhink s
extremely dirresponsible. I really
do.

I will Just mention a Few things
we are in danger of losing. We
are 1in danger of Josing an awful
of species. For instance, there
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were hundrecds and hundreds of
varieties of apples and now there
are only about six or gseven
commercial varieties, and there is
a grave danger that these other
varieties may disappear. Now, vyou
say, what difference 1if they are
going to disappear? Let them go.
But you need genetic variation in

order to give resistence to
disease. The thing a lot of

geneticists talk ahout dis hybrid
vigor, s0O  you do nesed to mix
species that are closely related
in order to get the hybrid vigor.

The green revolution is something
that we are going to have to live

wii lh . The axXygean in the
atmosphere and the destruction of
the forests +in Soulh America - it
is a global village, let us face
it We nave some big, big

problems looming; the greenhouse
effect; +the loss of ozone 1in the
atmosphere, the loss of forests,
as I have mentioned.

We need to know an awfFul lot about
the chemicals for weed control,
mildew control, inseckt control, we
need to know more about the
analysis of lighk, we need to know
more about computers, we neaed to
know more about satellite
analysis. So that there dis no
1imit fo the amount we need to
know,

I would Tike to end my few remarks

with a very, very serious
warning, I have here an article
in the latest National

Geographic, and T do not need to
table it because all I am saying
is the +itle of the article 1is
What 1is killing the palm trees?
Now, you say, palin  trees, So
what? But all the palm trees in
Lhe Caribbean are dying and they
are dying from a particular virus
or bacteria that is spread by a
small mite. You might say, well,
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so all the palm trees are dying.
Lots of other trees will go

there. It 1is true other palm
trees will grow there, and they
are replacing them gradually. I
am not up on palm trees, but il

I read the article I did not
realize Jjust how much stuff came
out of a palm tree; coconuts and
all the related oils and products.

NMow Lhe thing about the Sprung

Facility is that it is
hermetically sealed Ffrom outside
agencies, that there are no

chemicals neaded, no pesticidas
needed, no mildews can get 1in. If
you are going to handle anykhing
in there, you have to wash your
hands, you have to change your
shoes, you have to put on a white
suit, sort of like a skidoo suit,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Qut of taxpayers' money?

MR. J. CARTER:
Qut of taxpayers' money.

So they are able to conwtrol the
variables, and it is the way we
are going ko get a lok of our food
in the next century.

L hava A nephew who is a
specialist in plant pathology and
he +tells me +that you would nol
think there would be a problem
with Lhe world's wheat Fven
though they are developing new
strains, Lthere are new strains of
pests which keep attacking it, and
it s @ continuous rate, If we
relax for a minute, then the pests
would overcome the wheat and we
would not have any wheat to eat.
So the only way we can respond to
this 1s to keep developing new
strains, and this 1is done, but it
is a race against time and it is
quite a serious situation. People
do not realize how near we are
coming to a total failure of the
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world's wheat crop. You know, 1t
is not going to happen next year,
it probably will not happen within
Five years, hut 1if efforkts Lo
develop new strains of wheat were
mol kaept up &k an ‘intense rate,
then within ten or fifteen years
down the road -

MR. BAKER:
Would the hon.
gquesiion?

member permit a

MR. J. CARTER:

Yes, certainly.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Mr, Speaker, it is a very
interesting line +hat the member
for St. John's North (Mr, J.
Carter) 1is taking. Is the memnbher
suggesting that one of the
advantages of the greenhouse
project 1is that sometime 1in the
Future, when all the pests and the
pollution and everything else
destroy the natural ability of the
land, then the greenhouse will
come into dits own? Is this Lthe
argument the member is using?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Lthe member for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:

No, my argument, Mr. Speaker, 1s
thal we should have wmore than one
string to our bow, This husiness
about Fhe palm Erees, naobody
suspected 1it, so all of & sudden
they woke up and palm trees were
dying. I recommend this article
to members if they are interested,
and I think members opposite are,
to some extent, iInterested; they
would 1like to find as many facts
as they can to pick holes In the
Sprung operation. Rut I say this,
that without high tech research,
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and  wilhoul high Lech facilities
like the Sprung operation, maybe
not run by Mr., Sprung necessarily,
but run by somebody, without high
tech Facilities Tike thalt in the
next century, when the population
pressures are dgoing to be a Tlot
greater than +they are today, we
may he facing severe shortages and

real crises. And it is no
laughing matter. You know, euven
if all the money we have

guaranteed Sprung were to go down
the plughole, I am satisfied that
he 1s doing high tech research
that is valuable enough to justify
that expenditure of  money. I
really do. Now I do not think for
a minute that s going bto happen,
but even taking the worst case
scenario, that although an
excellent technician and a fFfine
agriculturist he ds no husinessman
- I think he isg a good
husinessman, bult just for bthe sake
of argument, just to take the
worst case, T Cthink even 1in that
situation, we would be justified
in giving thae kind of support we
are giving to that operation, and
T am quite serious: about this. I
have heen exposed to agriculture
all my 1ife and T know the risks,
and the risks are there and the
risks are great.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. J. CARTER:
Another question? Yes, if you
want.

MR. BAKER:

This d1s an dinteresting 1line. I
was  wondering if  the member is
saying that it would take this

international catastrophe? Ts
that the point at which the Sprung
greenhouse woil L bhecome

profitable? Could he address that
gquesbkion?
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MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:

Well, it is like Benjamin
Franklin: Renjamin Franklin was
present when one of the first hot
air balloons were raised and
somebody said to him, Of what use
is this balloan? He said, 0Of what
use 1s a newborn bahy? I think
that is perhaps a good note to end
on, not the hot air, but the
baby . Tt is a young facility. I
think it holds great promise, and
U think it s well worth investing
money 1in. I am disappointed when
hon. gentlemen opposite do not
take a more serious Jlook at 1it.
Sure, criticize all you want, but
have a good, long, hard 1look at
what they are trying Lo do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Ts the House raacy For the
Quastion?

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Question.

MR. SPEAKER:

Is 1t the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion? All those in
favour 'aye'.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Aye.

MR. SPEAKER:
Those against 'nay',

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Nay .
MR. SIMMS:

RDivision, Mr. Speaker.

Division

N
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MR. SPEAKER:
A1l those in favour of the motion,
please rise.

The hon the Minister of Fisherics
(Mr. Rideout), the hon. the
Minister of Public Works and
Services (Dr. Twomey), the hon.
the Minister of Justice (Ms
Verge), the hon. the Minister of
Fducation (Mr.Hearn), the hon. the
Minister of Municipal Affairs (Mr.
Breti), the hon. the Minister of
Forest Resources (Mr. R. Aylward),
the hon. the Minisker of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development (Mr. Power), the hon.
the President of Treasury and

President of the Council (Mr
Simms), the hon. the Minister of
Mines (Mr. Dinn), the hon. the

Minister of Career Development and
advanced Studies (Mr. Matthews),
the "hon. the Minister of
Environment and lLands (Mr
Russell), the hon. the Minister of
Labour (Mr. Blanchard), the hon,
the Minister of Development and

Tourism (Mr. Barrett), Mr.
Parsons, Mr. Greening, Mr. Reid,
Mr . J. Carter, Mr . Raird, Mr .

Hodder, Mr. Woodford, Mr. Callan,
Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Patterson.

MR. SPFAKER:
Those against the motion please
rise.

The hon . the l.eader of the
Opposition (Mr. Wells), Mr .
Ffford, Mr. Simmons, Mr. Tulk, Mr.
Baker, Mr. W. Carter, Mr. Gilhert,
Mr . Aylward, Mr . Hiscock, Mr .
Furey, Mr. Lush, Mr. Gullage, and
Mr. Long.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I declare the motion carried,
twenty-three for and thirteen
against. -
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MR .

SPEAKER:

It dis
stands

No.

56

now five o'clock.
adjourned until

Thursday, at 2:00 p.m.

The House
tomorrow,
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