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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, pléase!

000

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

I just want to give notice, Mr,
Speaker, that I intend to present
a point of privilege in the House
at  the earliesl opportunily, as
soon as I have had occasion to do
some research and gel Lapes ol
some comments made by the Leader
of the Qpposibion which, I
understand, reflected not only on
your Honour byt certainly,
Lherefore, reflected on all
memhers of this hon. House .
Personally, I fFind that
distasteful and distressful, but,
in all fairness, I will not
present the case until I have an
opportunity to do some research on
the matter. But T do want to give
notice of it, so that I can raise
it at the earliest opportunity.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, & point of privilege.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

PDR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, vou may recall that
vesterday T gave notice so as not
Lo he in  any way accusad of
sitting on my rights, that I would
rise on a point of privilege afltaer
I had had & chance to do a certain
amount of necessary Lnvesbigat ion,

So U do bthab now. Your Honouwr, T
would like to state my point of
privilege and then not debate the

L2587 June 2, 1988 Vol XL

point of privilege, which would be
out of order, that can only be
done after Your Hormour makes
another ruling, but then go on to
say why I feel Your Honour should
accepl the point of privilege so
that the House can debate the
matter, and in doing so I do have
to give a bhit of hackground
InFormation. I will keep 1t as
brief as I possibly can, but to
make the point, For I think this
is an important matter and worthy
of Your Honour's attention, I do
have to go into a bhit of
hackground and T do hope Your
Honour will give me that leeway.

Mr . Speaker, the point of
privilege is really in three parts
and involves the Leader of the
Opposition in each case,

The lLeader of ithe Opposition hag
violated my privileges by
reflecting on my conduct &s &
member  of this House; he Nas
indicated, 1in no uncertain terms,
that my conduct dis dimproper and
that improper conduct comes from
alleged violations of certain
guidelines to Lhe Conflict of
Interest Act. That 1s the first
part of my point of privilege.

The second part ds that despite

autthoritative denials o Lhe
allegations, and when I say
aunthoritative, I me A

authoritative by the Premier who
undertook Lo investigate - the
hon. the member for St. Rarhe (Mr.
Furey) smirks at {the Premier, buk
I 1dook on the Premier as an
aulhority and 1 think lLhe people
of Lthis Province look upon the
Premier as an anthority, & man who
served his Province through thick
and  thin for nine yesurs or more.
On the bhasis of an authoritative
denial by bthe Premier, and on the
basis of denial by others who are
in & position to know the tacts,
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they have denied the substance of
those allegations, despite that,
the hon. member in a Lloltally
non-parliamentary, honourable way
has persisted with his allegations
and his c¢harges and has gone so
Far as to call for punishment. Ry
punishment I wmean Lthat T should
elther relinguish o he asked Lo
relinquish my ministerial post.

SOME HHON, MFEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order!

DR. COLLINS:

The third point of my point of
privilege, Mr, Speaker, 1is that
the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition alleged that I violated
a non—existing guideline din the
Conflict of Interest Guidelines,
and despite the patent nonsense of
that, Lhe patent nonsense of
violating a non-existing guideline
- the patent nonsense of that - he
continues +to press that point in
this House and +in the press, but
in this House. Now, Mr. Speaker,
the hasis for my point ol
privilege: I would 1like to call
10 your attenlion Lo Reauchesne,
Edition IV, Page 98, Section 108,
Subsection (3).

AN HON. MEMRER:
Would you repeat that?

DR. COLLINS:

fdition IV, Page 98, Section 108,
I think 1t d1is the same section 1in
most editions. I do not know if
my edition dis up-to-date, quite
honestly. Section 108, subsection
(3). I will read that. It ds
short. "Libels on  members have
also bheen constantly punished: but
o constitute a hreach of
privilege they must concern the
character or conduct of members in
that capacity, and the libel wust
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he based on matters arising in the
actual transaction of the business
of 1the House." Well,  now, “the
last point 1s self-evident. In
this whole matter the accusabkions
came up during the business of Lhe
House and, as I have stated -in my
point of privilege, my conduct as
a member has been lmpugned,

Mr. Speaker, I also draw to your
attention Frskine May. Mine again
is +the Eighteenth Edition, Page
148. 1 will qgo hack to
Beauchesne. I am sorry! I have
not quite finished with
Beauchesne. This 1is Beauchesne,
Section 112, Page 101 in my
edition of Beauchesne,

MR. WELLS:
Where 1¢ 1t?

DR. COLLINS:

Page 112.

MR. SIMMS:
The Fourth Edition.

DR. COLLINS:

Edition, Page 101,
Section 112, Sub--sechtion (1) of
112 reads: '"Parliament is not
concerned whether or not a libhel
uttered against it is liable to be
Lrled by @ court of law, ailher of
civil or criminal  jurisdiction.
May  says: "Both Houses will punish
nmot only contempts arising out of
Facts which the ordinary courts
will take cognizance, hut those of
which Lhey cannot, such as
contemptuous insults, gross
calumny," - that 1is the c¢lause I
am are referring to "gross
calumny or foul epithets by word
of mouth not within, the cateqgory
of actionable slander or threat of
bodily dinjury.™! It ds the 'gross
calumny' part there.

The Fourth

T would also draw your attention
to Beauchesne, but I will not read
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this, Section 113 Perhaps I
could just read one sentence 1in
it, "but the whole paragraph is
applicable’ here. This one
sentence SAYS . "Libels upon
members and aspersions upon them
in relation to Parliament and
interference of any Kind with
their official duties, are
breaches of the privileges of the
members . " of course, the
suggestion and call for
resignation is certainly an
interference with their official
duties.

Mr. Speaker, as I began a little
while ago there on Erskine May,
the Eighteenth Edition, Page 148:
"Analogous Lo molastation of
Members on account of their
behaviour in Par T liamaent are
speaches and writings reflecting
upon Lhelr conduct as Members."

It goes on +to say that these are
‘high violalions of the righlts and
privileges of the House.'

"Written imputations, as affecting
a Member of Parliament, may amount
to a breach of privilege, without,
perhaps, being libels at comnon
law, hut to constitute a breach of
privilege a 1libel wupon a Member
must concarn the character or
conduct  ofF  the Member in that
capaciby."

Mr. Speaker, I think an analysis
of those references, and T do notl
pretend that I have done an
exhaustive review of BReauchesne
and of Erskine May, but I +think
Lhose alone, and I suggesl there
may be other sections, will also
s how Fhad: you cannol b ing
allegations against the conduct of
a  nember  as  a  member of  khis
House, and that 1is what has been
danae  and  has  baen persistod in,
despite denials by authoritative
stalements and by presentation of
facts.
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Now, Mr. Speaker, we in this House
know thalt we cannot get into this
matter unless a prima facie case
is established. And I would just
like to suggest to Your Honour,
and I am sure Your Honour knows
this, that a prima facile case 1is
not Lo say Lhat there 1w an
indubitable case of privilege
present. IF thabt was Lhe case,
the debate would he over. Prima
facie case means Lhaere is a
reasonable possibility of breech
off privilege. In other words, the
point of privilege brought forward
is nolt a Frivolous matter, it 1s &
matter where there is a reasonable
possibility Lhat the actual
privileges of a member or of the
House have been lmpugned.

Now, Mr. Speaker, to do that, as I
mentioned earlier, I do have to
gluve a brief outline of Lhe facts
of this matter, which I will do
shortly. Rul:  just before I do
that, I would like to be sure that
when I say 'conduclt as a member' I
am aware of the fact that the
lLeader of the Opposition says that
I broke the guidelines as a
Minister of Lthe Crown not as a
member of this House. But I do
have to point out that the
guidelines themselues are not the
Taw. The quidelines relate to bthe
act and the law, and if you break
the guidelines, whether a minister
or not and that 1s substantiated,
you are in violation of Uthe ack
and the law, and the act and the
law has punishments which apply to
someone because he is a member of
the House, quile apart From beling
a minister.

So the fact that if I broke the
guicdelines as a minitster, which
has haen alleged (ohy] unfounded
Facls, i T bhroke the law as &
minister I am in violation of Lhe
acl. and the aclt says bhat oy
conduct as a member was lmproper.
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Therefore, that is why I make that
point.

Now, Mr. "Speaker, just the bare
facts of the matter at hand. I
had an ownership interest, an
investor interest, a part-time
ownership dnterest, 25 par  cenk
interest latterly, for fifteen
yeairs ihoa company called Terra

Nova Enterprises - that was 1ts
laltter name. Tts original nane

was Medical Arts Limited - for
fifteen years, before my first
election to this hon. House. Fact
one.,

Fact two: When I became & member
of this House I laid out that
information in my statement, my
statement that was required by The
Conflict of Interest actk, bhut
continued to be dinvolved actively
in the business, which was quite
proper under the Act, I laid out
that information, that I was a
part owner of this company and was
involued in the business of this
company, I laid that out 1in my
annual statements repeatedly, to
this very date. Fact two.

Fact three: When I was invited by
the hon. the Premier Lo become a
member of his administration and
becane a minister, T did a number
of things. Firstly, I determined
ko cease my active role in Lthe
husiness, that d1s the business,
the commercial businass, Lhe
rental activities, those sorts of
things bthalt bthe company did as a
business. That dis the first thing
T did. The second thing, I
informed +the other directors -
there were four directors 1in the
company, of which I was one - I
informed bthem that T was doing
this and I withdrew my permission
that the company should regard me
as a director. And the third
thing I did, to get away from any
doubt 1n wmy own wmind, for that
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matter, but certainly 1in anyone
else's mind that I had anything to
do with the company, "I put- my
ownership share in Erust. The
trustee turned out to be - dr
actual fact this was Lhe sensible
thing to do, in my view anyway -
anolther director of  Lthe company,
who weas a lawyer, Mer., Don Mercer -
the & has baan mentioned
before, I helieve - M, Donr
Mercer, Q.C., and he became my
trustee and was therefore given
full ights to wvole and exercise
my ownership share.

Now, Mr . Speaker, in 1981
guidelines were brought in Ffor the
first time dn regard Lo the
Conflict of Interest Act. There
were no guidelines hefore or, if
Lhere were, they were sort of

informal. But din mid-1981 the
hon.  the Pramier macl e a
Ministerial Statement in this
House where ne Tacdid Oul
guidelines, including guidelines
For ministers. Shortly aftar
that, as the guidelines required,
I wrote the Premier. I had not

written him prior to this, bhecause
Lhe Actl did not regquire it
Although, I believe, and I cannot
votich for this nor can I prove
this, +that 1n conversation prior
to that T had informed him about
my lack of Dbusiness activities,
when ha invited mne into Lhe
Cabinet, but that is dimmaterial, 1
gquUeSS . T actual faclk, Lhe 1981
guidelines regquired that g
minister in those circumstances
write to the Premier, which 1
proceeded Lo do, and the hon. the
Premier tabled a copy of tLhat
letkter din  this hon. House the
other day. Anyway, the letter
pointed oul: the Fact OF my
ownership, my share ownership.

Thirdly, it pointed oul that the

company rents to government, rants
space to government, has done sc
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for fifteen years and continues to
do so. Fourthly, it pointed out
my non-activity dn the business
affairs of the company. If il has
not been tabled, my information is
that 1t has, T am quite prepared
to table a copy of 1it. But the
hon., the Premier, I believe,
tabled it the other day when he
Eabled other information. The
letter pointed out my
non-activity, including the fact
that I put my shares in trust, and
it pointed out that I continued to
share in the profits of the
company. All that was laid out to
the Premier.

The Premier replied approximately
one month later and he said in his
judgement, and the gquidelines laid
this responsibility quite clearly
on the Premier, the Premier
replied aboult a month later saying
that "in my judgement the
circumstances vyou relate to me',
and T am not quoting his exact
words, ‘indicate you aire nobt in a
conflict of interest. Now, Mr.
Speaker, that is Tact four.

Fact Five 1s that since 1979, when
I became a minister, I have taken
no part in any decisions or
discussions regarding the affairs
af Lie  company, the  commercial
affFairs. The company rents space
essentially. That is what it
does. It owns buildings and rents
space to both Lthe private sector
and to the public sector; it rents
it on the basis that people will
take up space in the buildings. I
have Faken no pari: in the
decisions or discussions either at
GOV nmernt leval, departinental
level, Cabinet lavel, Cabinel
Commilttae level, ministeirial
level, or, indeed, any discussion
Wikl the Urustee on thaese malbiars.

The only conuversations T have had
with the trustee related to
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matters like remittances to me,
which T  had indicated to  the
Premier were happening, and which,
of course, are nol 1in any way
improper, and secondly, certain
personal things like personal
guarantees to banks, those sorts
of macters, no obher matters.
That 1s fact five.

Fact six 1s that I was unaware of
any dealings, since 1979,
departments of government or
agencies of government or quasi
agencies of government might have
had with this company, except that
information that ultimately became
public knowledge. I had no other
knowledge nor did I want to have
knowledge, and Lhat was the
purpose of putting my shares in
Lrust. I had no knowledge or
wanted to have knowledge of any
dealings That Lhe COMpPany WES
carrying on with government,
whalher L4 was renewal of leases,
whether it was new leases, whether
i owas  the surrender of leases,
whatever it was.

And the final fact: At no time
did I withdraw my permission that
I not bhe a director. and, Mr.
Speaker, that 1is dimportant. No
one can be a director of a company
against hig will ar wieh ar
permission. At no  time did I
reinstate my permission that I
cshould he a director.

Now, Mr. Speaker, all those facts,
those seven Facts which I think
are quite clear, quite simple,
guite stratghtForward, can e
understood by anyone, all those
Facts have been stated both by thne
Premier and also din  the letter
that the Premier Ltablaed on my
hehalf, and also in questions that
he Pieioar answaered during
Question Period and at other times

Lhe Premier answered all those
points, even in public.
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The point about 1it, Mr. Speaker,
is that there has been
non—-acceptance of those matters by
the Leader of the Opposition, and
that 1is where the wviolation of
privilege comes din. T have no
quarrel with the Leader of the
Opposition making an  allegation,
But dof the allegation proves
uniounded, and [ suggasi Lhat
allegations should only he made
after some -nvestigation so as not
to cause embarrassment and
confusion and distress - Lkhere s
nothing wrong with making
allegations, T suppose, bul Lt is
unparliamentary and, in my view, a
breech of my privileges if, whan
those allegations have been
adequately responded to and
answered to, the facts are not
then accepted and that is the end
of dt.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I +think Hansard
of May 26, page R23%6 and Hansard
May 3Q, page R2418 - I do not have
a copy of Hansard June 1,
yesterday, but yesterday Tape
1987, IB-4, that 1is the reference,
if you will look at those you will
find that the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition states
uneguivocally that he retains his
allegations and he retains his

cnErges, despile the Facla Lha
Premier has laid out in a number
of Forms. That is where the point

of privilege comes in,

M. Speaker, T Jjust want to make
Lwo Final remarks, I think.
FMrstly, you can only bring in a
point of privilege IF you do it at
the earliest time, I gave notice
veskterday and today A S the
earliest time 1 could do it,
because I said I had to do certain
investigation. Secondly,
vesterday was bhe earliest btime I
could entertain a point of
privilege, because it was still
possible for the hon. Leader of
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the Opposition, having heard
yesterday's Ministerial Statement
by the hon. the Premier, to have
totally withdrauwn his charges and,
if he was an hon. gentleman, offer
an apology. He did not do that,
so vesterday was the first time
that: T finally had to say and
accept that he was not going to do
Lt o matlter whal  euidence was
presented; I could only make my
mind up then bhat he was not going
to do 1t and, therefore, I had to
gel up on this point of privilege.

Now, my final point, Mr. Speaker:
I have been in this House thirteen
years and T have been a minister
fFor nine years. I have seen, I
think, $ QX Leaders of the
Opposition, at least six, and some
of these Leaders of Uthe Opposibion
dealt din bare-knuckle politics,
and God bless them for it, but
this d41s the fdirst time I have aver
had Lo rise on a point of
privilege where I was personally
involved.

Now, Mr., Speaker, I do not say
that that says wmuch about me, but
I think 1t says a lot about the
present Leader of +the Opposition,
the sixth lLeader ofF the
Opposition. After thirteen years,
nine yoars  As o a  minister, ancd
knowing the wvitality with which

he pirayions [Leaders of Lhe
Opposition pursued their course,
Lo have  this  come  up oalb  bivis
stage, I Lhink says & lot about
the Laeader of bthe Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:

N, M. Speakear, T want Lo
Finally point out that I have

always declared my business
interests scrupulously, and I ask
the Leader of the Opposition, has
he always declared his interests?

N
(&2
O
3]
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Mr. Speaker, I say that I have
always Fully declared my interests
and I ask the Leader of the
Opposition, has he fully declared
his dinterests? Mr . Speaker, I
have no secret income. My income
is known to everyone, where 1ts
source is; R is Frrom the
government and it ds from my
business dinterests, which are lald
out in letters,

SOME HON., MEMBERS: v
Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I ask the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition: Does he
have a secret income?

Finally, M™Mr. Speaker - T do not
want to intrude on your good
graces -- I do kake it hard, bthese
allegations coming from the Leader
of the Opposition who Jeclures us
on decorum here and, nevertheless,
proceeds by Cinnuendo, insinuation
and less than full exposition of
Lhe facts.

SOME HON. MIEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Qpposition.

Leader of the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, heaPL

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, with your permission,
I am going to ask the Opposilion
House Leader (Mr. Tulk) to deal
with bthe references Lo Reauchesne
hecause I was making notes on Lhe
Factual maltters whickh™ T wanted Lo
address specifically. I will ask
the Opposition House Leader bto do
that and I will not deal with 1it.
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Mr. Speaker, what I have said in
Lhis llouse with respect to Gkhis
matter is clear and in -the
record. Neither T nor the hon.
gentleman opposite can argue ahout
whal in faclt was said. Rubt I have
not had much opportunity to  say
anything because T have not nhad
much opportunity, when I stand to
speak, to be heard, so on occasion
I have said things outside of the
House, and I acceplk responsipility
for that too because it relates to
this matter.

One of the things that I have said
outside Lhe House that has not
received very much publicity but I
should mention because it bears on
the matter, is that I have said in
al least two dinterviews with the

media - I do not recall seeing it

published because you do ten or
Fifteen minutes with the media and
they take & minute @ and Fifkeen
seconds, and you neyer have
control ovaer whalt s going Lo be
published - but one of the things
thalt T said te the media, amongst
other things, 1is that based on
what T see here now T contended
there was a c¢lear conflict of
interestk. But: T said clearly to
the media that I did not blame the
Minister of Health, I blamed the
Premier. If the Premier says that
is  okay, then what I complain
ahout 1s that that standard is
unacceptable.

Now, Jlet me deal with the specific
facts as raised by the hon. the
minister. He SAVS I T Was
reflecting on  his conduct as a
memher of the House, and he
referred Lo my comments being in
relation to  his position as &
minis baer, anc Elecl is quibe
correct. I agree with him, it
does reflect on his conduct as a
member of the House 1if I address
remairks i ralation ko his
position as a minister. He 1s a
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member, and he 1s only a minister
by reason of being a member of
this House. He could not retain
the position as a mwinister for
very long without being a member.
So I do not quarrel with that
position. But, I emphasize, the
standard Ehat is sat by the
Premier, I read the standard in
Lhe ConfFlick of Interest
Guidelines . The minister says I
referred to a Conflick of TInterest
Guideline that did not exist.
Well, T am quoling now from The
Newfoundland Gazette of Decemher
31, 1982, and here dis bthe Conflict
of Interest Guideline to which I
Wa s aferring. Tt dis No. 3 of
those guidelines, which were dated
on tha 21 Decaembaer 1982, and
indicated as having been approved
by the FExecutive Council. "While
holding office and For one year
after ceasing to hold office, a
Minister, his spouse or minor
children or a hody or organization
in  which any of them have a
Financial interest" nothing
about management, or involved in
management or not "shall not,
without first obtaining approval
of the Premier, be eligible to
receive the following benefits
from the Province or a department
or agency listed 1in the Schedule
bo The Conflict of
Interest...Regulations (1) a
contract For the supply of goods
or services." A lease of premises
From an owner Lo & govermnenl js a
contract For the supply of such
goods or sarvices. fhat s Lhe
hasis of my contention, that the
involuement thalt has  takaen place
results in a conflict of
interast. So T will tell the hon.
gerntleman c¢learly, 1if +that 1s not
a guideline any longer, somebody
had bhetter tell me because I am
operating uncl e Lhe assumpltion
that it is.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the bare facts

2594 June 2, 1988 Vol XL

that the hon. minister referred
to, let me deal with them. I will
indicate seriatim, because I made
notes, what I accept and if there
is anything I do not accept. That
he has 25 per cent +dnterest 1in
Terra Noua Investméents, nao
question; T accept what he says
totally. That he laid that out
clearly in his Conflict oF
Interest Statement in Lhe
beginning, and continued to lay it
out - clearly 1in his Conflict of
Tnteraest Stalemant, i accept
unquestionably. I do not suggest
olherwise, That he is no longer
active 1in the company, I accept
Lhe minister's statement that he
is no longer active in the
company, and not only that he is
no longer active in it but that he
has not been active +in the company
since 1981, I think he said.

MR. TULK:
1979.

MR. WELLS:

Since 1979. I accept that without
question. I have never said
otherwise, dincidentally. Nowhere
in Hansard will anybody see 1t
otherwise.

That he put his ownership share ir
Lrust, ves, I have no doubt about
that. But that did nothing, 1t ids
not: a bDlind trust situation. IF
the minister had a sum of money
Chat hoe gave A Lrustee and said,
"You go and dinvest 1t 1n whatever
you want  and  do  not Lell me
anything about 1it,' that 1s @
blind tirust. This has nothing tc
do with blindness. The wminister
knmew whare the dnuvestbment was, he
knew he continued to hold it and,
aa he satld, ne recelved
remittances from the company. So 1
accepl that. I do not challenge
the minister's statement 1n that
regard.
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The other one he said, as parlt of
No. 3, was that he ceased to be a
direclor. T accepl Lthe minislter's
statement with respect to that.

Now, 1if I can find the reference,
whean Lhe Premier stood in Lhe
House and dindicated that he had
received an  indication  from  the
hon. minister that he had nothing
te do wikth the company, was no
longer involved in the management
of the company - that was on May
26 - I drew to the Premier's
attention the fact that in three
successive years in a row the
share list said that the hon.
minister was a director, and
simply asked the Premier to check
that out.

I also pointed out that there was
an indication that he was a
shareholder O year, and
expressed my view that that was an
error. I originated the thonght
that €1t was an error. So I asked
only that it be checked out. That
is all. I said nothing more than
Ehat,

Now ik has hean checked out.
Notwithstanding that those share
lists were filed and signed by a
vice-president or a director of
the company, as bthey were gach
of Lhem Wa s signed by Lhe
minister's own trustee, M-, Mercer
signed the share 1list, and if
anybody knew he should have known
- nevertheless, 1f Donald Mercer
says that that was & typographical
error and the minister says it was
a typographical error, I accapt
that. I do not question 1it. And
if they say the minister was not a
director, I have no quarrel with
ik, I accept that, and I have not
sald otherwise.

ThHern bthe Fourth Fackt to which the
horn. wminister referred refers to
the lelter thall he wrote bto Lhe
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Promieai shortly after the
guidelines came into effect, I
presume sometime in 1982 because
they came into effect in December
1982, or it may be 1981 to which
he was raferring. He said he
wirote a letter and he disclosed
the share ownaership. He disclosed
Lhe Fact  bhat he continued to
share 1in the profits and that the
Premiear replied Lhal in his
judgement it was not a conflict of
interast.

Now he also says the letter was
tabled. I do not recall seeing it
and, Lo the best of my knowledge,
I can inform the hon. minister now
that the Clerks have advuised us 1t
was not tabled. But the thon.
minister has undertaken to do it,
so I have no quarrel with that.

Now, T do not know what the letlber
said, but from that point in time,
or alt that point in time, perhaps
the minister was not in conflict.
T have not seoen the letter. L may
he prepared to accept, when I see
Lhat: letlter, that the minister was
not in conflict; as a result of
having seen thalt lelter he was not
in breach of the letter.

MR, TULK:
The guidelines.

MR. WELLS:

In breach of the guidelines.

Now, Mr. Speaker, he said - fact
number five - he had no part in
any discussions at a govermnmental
level or at any other level as Lo
the business that the government
was doing with that company. I
have no cause to question that. I
have no basis For questioning 1t.
If the minister says that I accept
his word, T do not question it.

The other fact he mentioned was
Lhat were remitlances Lo the
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minister from the company and that
he may have occasionally signed a
guarantee to the company's lenders
or bankers. If that is what the
minister says, I accept it, I do
not question it.

The sixth dtem that he said dis
Lhat he Was Unaware of any
dealings that any agents on behalf
ofF the company or the company
might have had with the
government. I accepl that, T do
not guestion it.

The seventh 1i1tem that he said was
al. no  time did he withdraw his
permission that he would cease to
be a director of ithe company. Ir
that d¢ what the minister says, I
accepl: it. T do not gquestion any
one of those seven facks that the
minister has laid out.

Now, the minister just said that
there has been a non-acceplance by
me of those matters. That is not
correct. If the minister had that
impression before, let me disabuse
him of that dimpression now. There
has been a total acceptance by me
of those facts <claimed by the
minister.

MR. PATTERSON:
Too late, You have already done
the damage.

MR. SPEAKER:
Orcer, please!

MR. WEFLLS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me fell you
that in light of all those facts,
and in "~ T1ight of Lhe Premier's
statements +to this House in  the
Tast Few days bthat he did nol give
the  hon., member any letlter when
these new leases werae signed and
when the old leases were renewed
Me did not give a spoecific letler
in  that respect, hased on the
Premier's statements and assurance
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to this House that he did not, I
say that the minister continuing
to have that financial interest in
that company, and that company
continuing to henefit from those
lease contracts with the
government, c¢reates a conflict of
interest. And it is my
submission, Mr. Speaker, bhab Lhat
conflict of interest sbilil
exisks. Now, throughout this, I
have said nothing more than that.

Now, nothing the hon. member has
saild koday has caused me to change
that. I should say to him,
sincerely, T say this to him with
utmost sincerity, I could only
have wished thabt he delivered

SOME MON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

I could only have wished that he
would have put forward some facts,
some basis, on which I could
withdraw my opinion that there was
a conflict of dnterest din the
present circumstances.
Unfortunately, I cannot, and I say
ko you, Mr. Speaker, Lhalt  that
does not .constitute the kind of
Tibel or dmproeoper statemenlb Lo
which the minister referred and on
which the minister d¢ basing his
point of privilege, Recause T, =
Opposition Leader, or any olbher
member  of this House but Lhe
Opposition in particulear, muet
have the right Lo comment  on
public ‘issues. This s & public
man, a minister of Lhis
governmeni:, who has theat dnkaerest
in  that company with which the
government is dealing on & regular
hasis every year and to which Uthe
Ggoyernmaeni 16 paying nesarly
$500,000 in rental.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasc!

MR. WELLSG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Now, Mr. Speaker, on that basis,
unless we- are going to destroy
democracy, eliminate +the role of
the Opposition, prevent government
from ever being c¢riticized for
improper behaviour, there 1is no
breach of privilege and can be no
breach of privilege based on what
I have Jjust said. That ds the
basis for it. What T am talking
about, Mr. Speaker, its sole and
only basis - I have accepted all
of the other facts - 1is the fact
Lhat the minister continues to
have the financial interest
described in Guideline No. 3, Lhe
government cantinues to do
businaess with tLhe COMpPany and
enter into lease contracts with
the company, and the hon. the
Preamier has not given letters
specifically excepling bkhat. n
those circumstances I say, and
this 4s the sole basis of -it, the
minister s in breach of the
guidelines . If Jletters had beaen
gliven by Fhe Praemiar I would
instead e saying, A T i
substantially outside the House,
Lhat: T do nobt really blame {he
minister: 1f the Premier ltakes the
position that this s okay, and
particularly when he takes the
position that the blanket leltter
he gave the minister in the
beginning continues forever and he
can enter into all the contracts
he wants, thak that i¢ a blanket
exemption, then it dis the Premier
who has sole responsibility Ffor it.

But in  cilrcumstances where the
minister should have gotten a
letter, T say also, Mr. Speaker,
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based on that circumstance alone,
I suggest that the minister dis in
breach of the guidelines. That d1s
the sole basis for it. I say, Mr.
Speaker, that Lhat cannobt possibly
constitute a breach of privilege.
Now, the fFfinal comments of Lthe
hon.,  minister were bhat  he hss
been 1in  this House For thirteen
yoars, he has been a winister for
nine years, he is used ko
hareknuckle politics, that there
were six Opposition Leaders
haforehand and he never had any
problem before except with this
disqgusting hehaviour that he
attributes to me.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

He then condemns me, Mr. Speaker,
For making these stabements which
I did in the discharge of my duty
as leader of the Opposition, which
was my responsibility to do and
continues o e my
responsibility. That
responsibility  is  nolt  diminished
by reason of my being abttacked.
fle then claims

MR. MATTHEWS:
Expose your own conflict.

MR. WELLS:

You can hear the hon, member for
Grand Rank (M, Matthews) the
mintstber i

MR. MATTHEWS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

We are dealing wibth & point of
privilege at the moment.

MR. WELLS: _
Now, Mr. Speaker, he then makes
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Lhe false statements that T Failed
to meet the requirements of The
Conflict of Interest Act, that T
failed to disclose. And that, Mr.
Speakear, is totally wrong and
totally false.

The simple fact is, Mr. Speaker, I
have disclosed perhaps more fully
than any other single member of
this House in my Conflict of
Interest statement. That dis the
truth of it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPLEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, WELLS:
That 1s the truth of it.

MR. DINN:
It dis what you lefl out that is
interesting,

MR. WELLS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am going to
table my Conflict Interest
statement on which I have written
exactly what was referred Lo when
I said: "There are other
financial interests, but none that
has done, does or might do
business with the govermnant."

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
In your opinion,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

Oon it I have written exactly what
was in contemplation when I wirole,
"There are obther interests but
none dn respoect of which there ‘s
& possibility of conflictl of
interesi "

SOME _HON, MEMRERS:

Tell us about your salary.
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MR. SPEAKER:

Order, pleace!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I remind Your Honour
that the whole of this side of the
House sat quietly while the
minister made those statements anc
sbated his position, and I woulc
like the saime  courtesy. After
Lhat hon. members can say what
they 1ike, and I am prepared tc
let - the electorate of this
Province judge.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

Now, Mr. Speaker, this 1is what the
hon. the Presidenlt of Lhe Council
wanted to hear and asked wme ¢
road cuts,

"There are olther interests but
none dn respect of which there is
a possibility of conflict of
interest. " T wrolte Lthat when I
could have simply said no, as
every other hon. member 1in  this
House did. I could have saic
there was none,

But, My Speaker, I have g
retirement savings plar. £
Raglsberad Reltirement Savings
Plan, that d1s what I have. Anc
that is another +interest.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Rut  there s no possibility of
conflict. What the guideline asks
ils 1o report "any obher finterest,
not specifically referred Lo ir
Ehis preceding lnstruction, which
you, your spouse or any of your
miner children has or will acquire
as a result of which there ds =
possibility ol conflict of
interest."
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Speaker, there d1s no
possibility of conflict of
interest  with my Retirement
Savings Plan. T+ 1is @ Registered
Retirement Savings Plan. Every
member of Uhis House, o virtually
every member of this House, Mnr,
Spaakar, s A Registaerad
Retirement Savings Plan, But
there +ds not one of them listed it
on . the Conflict of Interest
slbatemnent.

Now, Mr.

MR. SIMMS:
Now, you are wrong again there,

MR. WELLS:
Well, there may be one,

MR. DAWE:
Fuerything is qualified,

MR. WELLS:

It 1s not qualified. That 1s all
that was 1in contemplation, and the
answer 1is still totally correct,
Was more correct than most
members', because, Mr. Speaker, it
is spelled out c¢learly that other
interests did exist.

l'hat is what khe hon. mambers were
talking w@bout. And there were,
Mr. Speaker, Lthree other things,
and here they are. This is what
was in the Hirst one. They do not
amount, 1in total, to $25,000, but
T will tell vou what bthey arc.

Ouvar the Jasl hhree or Four yaars
I lave participated with nine
other people, who got together and
pretended we knew something about
the market, and each one of us put
in $100 a month for a while and
invested din an  investiment club.
That d1s what 1t was, And  we
thought we knew something about
the market, and all of us have
lost. money consistently ouver the
three years. So that is one of the
other items.

L2599 June 2, 1988 Vol Xi.

There were two other ditems, Mr.
Speaker. A 2 per cent interest in
a partnership that owns a MERB. "1
invuested in a MERB and T dinvested
in a flow-through share.

MR. WINDSOR:
Nothing to do o ikl government,
MERR!

MR. WELLS:

No, it has nothing Lo do with
government. There 1s no problem
with +hat. Tt has no possibility
of conflict. But I did disclose
the fact that kthey were there.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that 1s all
there <1s. There 1is nothing else.
There are no deep, dark secrets
that the hon. gentlemen want. I
have never heard the hon. lady
opposite express an opinion, so I
exempt her from it. Rut at least
For many of khe hon. gentlemen
opposite, who have been making
these unfounded allegations that I
have not been reporting fully and
properly like other members have,
it 1is tooc bad, Mr. Speaker, that
it dis as simple as 1t is.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, oht

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMS:
S nas
government:!

nothing o co Wi

MR. WELLS:

Lt has nobhing whatsoever Lo do
with government. There are no
dealings wikth govaernment. There
is no possibility of conflict.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Most of bhese companies deal wilth
mining. Thare hasg to he a
possibilitby.
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MR. WELLS:

I have no problem with it, but it
has no possibility of a conflict
of interest. I do not have shares
in  any  mining company. I have
shares in a partnership that
invests in these mining
companies. That is it, M,
Speaker,

Now, Mr . Speaker, the hon.
gentleman, before he sat down,
also made some scurrilous remarks
about what he claimed was
impropriety on my part, and my
untounded allegations, and how
wrong it was for me to make these
statements ., Now I refer the hon.
gentlemen to his statement in this
House on April 22, when he was
talking  about my  bheing paid a
salary, which  incidentally, My
Speaker, is also disclosed in The
Conflictt of Interest Statemoent,
while the Premier's 1s not.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
While the Premier's is not:
mentioned, mine is.

MR. SIMMS:
Your statement, will you read it
For us?

MR, WELLS:
Where 1s what?

MR. SIMMS:
Your salary
statbement.

disclosed in your

MR. WELLS:
If you gobt it there, read 1it,
hecause it 1s there,

MR, STMMS:
TL Jjust says you had a financial
interest in the Liberal Pairty.

MR, WEILILS:
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Tk says that T am an employee of
the Liberal Party.

MR. SIMMS:
An employer.

There is an employer/employee
relationship. It is there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:
The hon. the minister who Jjust
spoke, Mr. Speaker, said this -

MR. MORGAN:
Call Revenue Canada.

MR, WELILS:

- "There 1is a term of Lthat; the
term ds called "laundering'. Yo
can launder money." And he macde
other scurrilous statements.

Now 1if hon. members do not knouw

‘what  launderding means, 1t means,

for example, drug pushers 1in the
United States may get money
illegitimately and they want tc¢
use some of the money to pay off
police officers, These were the
stabements made Iy Lhe han,
minister, who stood with such
self-rigntousness indignation 3
few moments ago and made Tthose
allegations. Fhat hon, windster!
They are totally false. Totally
False sltatements.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Now, Mr., Speaker, I submit clearly
tLhat There nas been no bireach of
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prima facie cause
out.
will

with

privilege and no
for privilege has been made
As I stated at the outset, T
ask the House Leader to deal
the references to Beauchesne.

Mank yort,
PREMUER
My . Speaker.

MR .
The

SPEAKER:
hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKIORD:
This ds & wvery
of bhusiness, Mr.

interesting pilece
Speakar,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes, indeed.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

It 1s somehow in the
Opposition's mind that
decide upon the kind of
then decide wupon how one 1is
interpret them. A1l T say to
Leader of the Opposition on
point of privilege is that 1in the
view of this side of the House, he
has infringsd upon the privileges
of the Deputy Premier and Minister
of MHealth (Dr. Collins). There 1is
no question about it! The
innuendo Lhat heas heen going
across this House over the last
number of weeks has dmpinged npon
the privileges of the hon. the
Deputy Pramier.

the
can
and

to
Lhe
the

of
he
rules

Leacder

of
for
the
the
this

lLoader

SHUCE
For
of

up o in

innuendo at

of  the
Lhen -

me say to the hon,
Opposition what i1s
goosae ia sauce
The Leader
cannclk goetb
start making
on  this  side
expect us to

Let
Lhe
the
gander.
Opposiktion
House and
ane  memher
House and not

MR. MORGAN:
Not give it

to him.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
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he 1s now
about what

Yes, Mr.
in the House
okther financial interests he -has
that he would not put on his
Conflict of Tnterest Statement; he
decides what can be put 1in |his
Contlict of Interest he
decides what cannot i s
Conflicl: of Tnterest Statement; he
defines what laundering means, and
then goes on from there to &accuse
Lthe Deputy Premicer.

Speaker. Here
telling us

be put in

I have not seen anything like it
since I have been din the Houue,
Mr. Speaker, the hypocrisy that
this hon. gentleman is showing to
the people of Newfoundland.

afternoon
going to
ACIOSS
minister
your -
My,
in
the
to
and
put
have
of
have
the
he

House one
if he 1s

I said in this
a Few weeks ago,
start spreading dinnuendo
Lhe House at the hon. bthe
and Deputy Premier, table
you cannot 9o halfway,
Speaker. You cannot go halfway
this matter. F the Leader of
Opposition is going to continue
attack the Deputy Premier
other ministers here who have
shares in trust and  who
disclosed that din & Conflict
Interest Statement, whao
written me on it meet
guidelines that were il

to
there,

is going to take that attack in
this lonse or oubside bhis House,

squeaky clean,
income  bax
and T will
go  halfr

he
o s
year
canmnet

has to
i
For

e,

then he
s et
returns
table
way .

Cadst
last

Yo

HON. MEMBERS:
e !

SOMF
lear,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

My point, Mr, Speaker, on the

point of privilege is you cannot
suddenly narrow it to what you

want to define as act

by somebody in this

an trregular
House .
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MR. SIMMS:
Unless you are God.

PREMIER PECTKFQRD:

Unless you are omnipotlent, youl
cannot . It brings dnto question
the whole dntegrilty of all menbers
of this House. You just cannot
selectively btry Lo weasel your way
in  to  bring discredit upon one
membher of the House and bthen the
whole government. When vyou do
that, Mr. Speaker, you have to be
willing, the Leader of the
Qpposition has to be willing, to
come totally clean himself. That
is the nature of the way this
process works, Mr. Speaker.

Now, the Daeputy Premier and
Minister of lealth pul his sharces
in trust when the guidelines came
in. Who  broughly  the guidelines
in, Mr. Speaker? Were there any
giridelines Wien Lhe hon., Uhe
Leader of Lhe Qpposition W s
around years ago?

MR, STMMS:
No, sir. There were not.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Were there gquidelines around Lhen,
Mr. Speaker, when he was around?
Did the hon ., Leader of the
Opposition, when he was Minister
of Labour, say to the Premier of
the day '"We  have to  bring 1in
Conflict of Interest Guidelines
for me and our other ministers,
because I cannobt stay in thils kind
of a government unless we have all
of these Conflict of Tnterest and
Ministers' Guidelines?'

MR. STIMMS:
No. Not a chance,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

My Speaker,

resurrects imse L fa a
renaissance, in the hon. memher's
minel,  he s reborn again  to  bhe

suddenly oL he
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something different than he was
fifteen or twenty years ago. What
a display, = Mr. Speaker! “The
Minister of Health, the Deputy
Pramier, Followed all the
guidelines, and in the same way ag
the Leacder of the Opposition usad
a technicality not to disclose all
of his iInterests in the ConfFlicth
of Interest Statement, he +1s using
a technicality on Lhe Daputy
Premier.

MR. SIMMS:
Exacktly!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

It is a very tidy, slick way, Mr.
Speaker, Lo try to discredit
somebody who is heyond reproach as
1t relates to his honesty and his
integrity.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMLCER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, let us Jjust revieu
what the Leader of the Oppositior
said and just show how slick it
is, Here s Lhe slickness of 1it,
Mr., Speaker, and the Leader of the
Opposition cannot get away witt
it, the slickness of 1t all. The
Minister of Heallkh, tLhe Deputy
Pramiar - he Was not Deputy
Premier then, he was Minister of
Finance, I guess - disclosed esuery
year he had this interast in the
company . He disclosed d1t, unlike
the Leader of the Opposibtion whe
did not disclose his MERR. The
Minister of Finance, or the member
for St. John's South, every year
disclosed b, A1l the people of
Newfoundland could seo it wacg
disclosed for public consumpbion,
Then, when I brought in neu
guidelines for ministers, he wrote
me -  here 1s  the Tlebler, and 1
will  table my response Lo him
and put 1t din trust.
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Now, what the Leader of the
Opposition is saying is that that
is not good enough, .because each
time that company went out to rent
space, he did not write a letter
every time, Rut when the Minister
of Finance, then the member for
St. John's South put it in trust,
he had ne more Lto do wibth the
company so, therefore, how could
he weite me a Jletler on each one
when he did not know anything
about 1t?  Thal ds the slickness!
That 1s the slickness!

SOME HON. MEMBERS
Hear, hear!

PREMTIR PECKITORD:

That 1s the slickness! The same
way,  Mr, Speaker, that he used
that slickness on his own conflict
of  interest disclosure. He uwsed
it He would decide!
Provislon in the Conflict of
Interest - oh, yes, he is
technically, legally correct, Mr.
Speaker, Oh, yes, there 1is no
question about that. You cannot
take him to court. He is
technically, legally correct, but
the whole spirit and intent of the
Conflict of Interest legislation
was full disclosure, and all
members of the MHouse know that.
So 1t is through this very slick,
technical way - the member For S
John's South could nolt write any
more lebtters because he had put
his money, his shares in tirust and
somebody  else  looked after ULhan
For him, He did not know what Lthe
company was doing, so how could he
wrilte any more letters? It is
becanse he was so darn honest in
the beginning, Lo get out of the
company and give Lthe shares to
somebody else to look afler for
Wi,  thalt he 1s in trouble today,
according to  the lLeader of the
Opposibion.

MR. SIMMS:
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There is &

That is right. He is too honest.
PREMIER PECKFORD:

So it is a slick, conniving way by
the Leader of the Opposition to
try to discredit the minister and
Daputy Premter arel Lhis
government., and 1t does dinfringe
upon, therefore, the privileges of
one hon. member of this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

M, Speaker, if I could, I would
Tike to sbtarlt off by saying that
methinks the hon. gentleman doth
protest too much.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

MR. TULK:

To be gquite frank with you, Mr.
Speaker, T am -

AM HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) looking for you.

MR, SPEAKFR:
Order, pleasel

MR. TULK:

If the hon. gentleman can control
nimseTF now.

My Speaker, melhinks Lhe  hon,
gentleman doth protest too wmuch,
and T say to Your Honour bthat I o am
surprised that we have gone on
this long, an hour, this evening
on this point of privilege 1
would refer Your Honour to Section
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19 ot
rules

BReauchesne, No. 1, which
this whole point of
privileye raised by the hon,
gentleman For St. John's South, as
is his right to do, oul of order
immediately, and T would suggest
Lo Your Honour that perhaps we
might take a look at it. "A
dispure artsing hetwaeen C0
Maembers, as Lo allegations of
Facts, doas not: Fulrdill the
conditions of parliamentary
privilege." Now, Mr. Speaker, the
hon. gentleman is alleging that he
is not in a conflict of interest.
The Leader of the Opposition, so
Lhe hon. gentleman SAaYS, has
alleged that he is in a conflict
of interest. Now, Mr. Speaker,
that dis an allegation as to the
fFacts and, Ltherefore, there is no
point of privilege. But let me
deal with 1t on a factual basis.
What 1s this point of privilege
about? Whai 1is  khis  point of
privilege about that the minister
has raised this evening? bWhat are
all the members down there
pounding their desks for? What is
the whole purpose behind the point
of privilege? Do yon see whal is
happening? They have been taking
an awf ul drubbing in Lihids
legislature because of their own
behauvuiour.,

SOME
Hear,

HON. MEMBERG:
hear!

MR, TULK:

They have beaen
drubbing in
hecause of
hehaviour we
Fignt now.

taking an  awful
this legislature
Lhe very lnd of
see them exhibiting

AN HON. MEMBER:
Ask the member for
(Mr. EFFord) to apologlize

Port de Grave
publicly.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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You would like to he

TULK:

MR .

hook?
Ladder
the
what:

How c¢can we
Well, we can

get off this
discradit " the
of +the Opposition. That 1s
point of privilaege, That s
the point of privilege dis all
about, How can we discredit  the
Leader of kthe Opposition? How can
we  put ndm din his place? Waell,
First of all, we will talk about
his salary. That has been lald to
rest.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You hope it has

been laid to rest.

MR. TULK:
ahle to raise
it.

about his
Statement,; he
Well, in
gentleaman
Interast
letter.

will talk
of Interest
declare a RRSP,
Fact the hon.
the Conflict of
right to the
letler.

Then we
Conflict
cdid notl
actual
Followed
Guidelines
Right Lo the

wish., T can
e hon.
cannaot .

all you
well as
Apparaently, he

Hold it up
read as
gentleman.

gquidelines
Interest

Speaker, lhe
Conflict of
Statements that we are suppased ho
prepare ask for those which have
the possibility of conflict, and
they thought, because the Leader
ofF Lhe Opposition  said T have
other dnterests but there 1s nc
possibility of conflict, they had
something on him, they had the
goods . Last weaek they realizod
that was not the case. So  wher
the Leader of the Opposition stood
in his place and started k¢
question, as 1s his right to do,
as 1is his duty to do, whether &
minister of  the Crown dis dn &
conflict of interest position,
they sadd, 'TF we can only  turr
that into something where the
Leader of the Oppesition 1s brying

Now, Mr.
in the
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to make John Collins look 1like a
crook, we will have her made.'

Now, I say to hon. gentlemen that
the Leader of the Opposition has
never said that the hon. gentleman
is a crook or a launderer of
money . He has never said that
elther. What he has questioned,
Your Honour, -

MR. MORGAN:
He did not go far from it.

MR. TULK:
How do you know? Where you here?

SOME HON. MEMBERG.
llear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

Two weeks ago your dirty member
for Port de Grave tried to gel the
dirt on we, and now it is D
Collins.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BAKER:
Name him, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, what the Leader of
the Opposition has done, and not
only the Leader of Lthe Opposition
but all of us on Lkhis side - and
we still have some questions yet
we Want  some  answers to From  the
Minister of Labour (Mr. Blanchard)
Ls question, which ds lhe reason
Lhis is not a point of privilege -
we  have not Tiabled Uhe ninister
inoany way -

MR. MORGAN: _
Firast 1t was Morgan, now it s

Colline., Mere s no end 4o i,
Smear tactics!

MR. TULK:
l.iaten to the artist.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

What we have done, Mr. Speaker, 1is
question whether the Premier of
this Province has enforced the
gquiidelines Lhat  he selb out, I
helieve it was 1in 1980. That s
whe b bhils  side  has  done. The
minister, by having financial
interests, I say bto him - and he
acdmitted this afternoon that he
has fFinancial interests, he
admitted that he received
remittances from the company - in
that company, and this is what the
guicdelines say, yon cannot have
those fFfinancial interests unless
Lhey are going +to  be declared,
every contract you get in contact
with govermment on. We say to Lhe
minister that he has placecd
himself, elther knowinaly or
unknowingly, in & conflict of
interest position.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaucdible).

MR. TULK:
Oh, I have no doubt about it.

and the Premier of this Province
has allowed that to go on. The
Premiar talks ahout saetting
yourself up as judge and jury, and
I believe he used the word 'God'.

My, Speaker, the Conflict of
Interaest Guidelinas in tihis
Pravince are fairly good.

AN HON. MEMRER:
Who brought them in?

The Promier.

AN HON. MEMRER:
Who contravened them?

MR. TULK:
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Who has contravened them? How
many fLimes has the Premier allowed
ministers on that side to carry on
behaviour “khat ds less than whal
you would expect of a member of
Parliament, of a member of Uthis
lLegislature? We have had a
minister 1 bthis House Tie Lo us.,
Tt has bheen established beyond any
shadow of o doubt. We have had a
minister in this House, the former
Minister of Transportalion

MR.. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:
— use public funds dimproperly.
Now, Mr. Speaker, arbitrator -

MR. PEACH:
Clyde told you to be quiet.

MR. TULK:

{t tells the kind of behaviour we
can expect From this Premier in
enforcing the guidelines he put in
place. Mr. Speaker, he has not
heen doing -it. and I say fo the
hon. gentleman that while he can
allege all he Tikes that the facts
as put forward by this side are
wrong, as 1s his right to do, he
cannot, on the other hand, say
that: we do not have the righl to
allege Ehat e Facls he is
putting forward are  as  wrong  as
well. Therefore, Lhere isg no
point of privilege. QOtherwise, he
would have this House and this
Parliament, and this has o o
with a point of privilege, set in
position where we accept less than
the facts and, therefore, would be
infringing upon our rights as
members of Parliament, in that we
would nobt be allowed to ask the
kinds of questions that need to be
asked.

The hon., genbtleman nas Lo
choices, Mr, Speaker - and there
is no poink of him gethking up on a
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point of privilege - he can sit in
this House in a conflict of
interest position as a minister of
Lhe Crown, or he can get clear of
his interests altogether.

AN HON., MEMRBER:
T think you are wrong.

MR. TULK:

Those are the only choices he
has . nnd I do nol bhelieve Lthe
hon.- gentleman is a dishonest
individual. T do not believe he
is a crook.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR, TULK:

T do not believe that at all. You
said 4t 1s not a law, 1t dis a
guideline sel clowmn hy e
Premier. You said that 1in your
opening remarks. So  eibher you
abide by those guidelines -

DR. COLLINS:
(Tnaudible).

MR. TULK:

Oh, you said it had no legal -
DR. COLLINS: “

(Tnaudible).

MR, TULK:

You made the statement.

MR. TULK:

T agree with you 1L is a law, but
the gentleman, either knowingly or
unknowingly, has broken ik, But
you said there were the guidelines
only.

Mr, Speaker, there 1s no point of
privilege, there 1is only a simple
difference of opinion, as Lto bthe
allegations of facts, between twe
people. Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Mr., Spedker, dif Your Honour 1is
prepared to hear some more
argument .,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., Lhe President of the
Council.

MR. SIMMS:

I was not quite sure if Your
Honour would 1like to, but since
you have recognized me, T will
take the occasion to carry on a
little.

Mr. Speaker, there are a number of
points here, first of all, which
need to be wmade, some of which
Mave already been wmade and T do
not. intend to helabour those
points . T think Lhe  grinistar,
Frimself, has presented « superb
case, Obviously, in wview of the
fact that Your Honour has seen fit
Lo allow the debate Lo go on as
long as 1t has, then I would
assume that Your Honour considers
this to he a very serious matter
and will likely take the matter
under advisement - and under
consideration. Before you do
that, may I of fer for Your
Honour's edification a couple of
other references.

The hon. member made reference Lo
a reference about difference of
opinion bhetween two hor. members
as to facts. Mr. Speakar, bhat is
not what we are talking about here
at all. We are talking aboubt @
charge, an allegation made by one
e er agatins it anothepr member .
That ia what e are Lallcing
abonl . [t is not a diflferance of
opinion bhetween two hon. members.
Why did he not read the reference
in  Paragraph 51 on Page 197 Ttk
SEY S, "k is always the
responsibility of the House Lo
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decide if reflections on Memhers
are sufficiently serious to
justify action." Tt is  -the
responsibility of +the House, not
the hon. member for Fogo. There
are all kinds of other
parliamentary referaences, M .
Speaker, such as those the hon.
Lhe Minister of Health used in his
case, referring to  Sir FErskine
May's references and Beauchesne's
Fourth Edition. They kind of
implied that because 1t is the
Fourth Edition it d1s no good.
That 1s not accurate. Your Honour
well knows that, and so do his
legal advisors.

There 1is another reference, M.
Speakaer, on the role ot Lhe
Speaker in dealing with these
maltters, Mal s samebnhing Uhat
should not e lost in this
discussion an clvis debate, il
refer Your Honour to Paragraph 84
on Page 25, subsection (2) which
says, "It has often been laid down
that the Speaker's Funcbion in
ruling on a claim of breach of
privilege 1s Tlimited to deciding
the formal question" -~ and that
formal question 1is - "whether or
not the case conforms with the
conditions which alone entitle it
to take precedence over Orders of
bhe Day" - so that we could get on
and have a debate about Lhe very
serioits mwmatter that has been made
- "and does not extend to deciding
the question of  substance.! In
other words, whether or nol theare
has heen a breach of privilege.
And the last words the member for
Fogo  nsed as  he  sat down were,
"there is no breaeach of
privilege. We are arguing about
whether or not there should be
encugh  lmportance  placed on  bhig
matter to allow the hon. Minister
ol HeaTlth, Al others, fha
opportunity and right to gebt up
and defend against the allegalions
made by the member for
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Windsor - Buchans. That 1is the
point of this particular debate,
Mr. Speaker, and Your Honour 1is
the one who makes the decision
whether it is dimportant enough to
let that kind of discussion take
place. I think Your Honour 1is
giving it serious consideration,
and I think he should.

Now,  Mr. Speaker, I have some
references, just to retaliate if
you want, and I suppose this could
go on all day. The wmemher for
Mount Scio is now being counselled
by the Leader of the Opposition, I
suppose to ensure that that kind
of retaliation does go on. The
point about the wmember for Windsor
- Buchans saying that he accepts
the minister's explanation, he
tried to make a big thing out of
that. He accepts the minister's
explanation. Now, clearly, Mr .
Speaker, there have been comments
made, and they are recorded in
Hansard, which would lead one to
believe that that is not quite the
case, they are contradictory. I
refer to Hansard, May 26 edition,
page 2356, where the member for
Windsor - Ruchans, Mr . Wells,
says, "The people who have
responsibility for the management
of all corporations - they bhave

il Lhey haue Lhe
responsibility . .. are the
direclors. I the minister did
not participate as a director, I
do nol  knrnow Lthat." Yelt, at bthe

same Lime, the member for Windsor
- Buchans is dimplying thalt he

accepts the hon. Minister of
Health's explanation. But, but,

'I do not know that.' The other
reference 1is the more current one,
yesterday. "The Conflict of
Interest Rules have been clearly
breached," page 2533, June 1.
But, Mr. Speaker, the Conflict of
Interest Rules have not been
breached. That is the point.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
In youir opinion.

MR. SIMMS:
It is not wmy opinion, that is the

law. The law is clear. The lau
is there and the Jlaw 1§ uvery
clear. Mr. Speaker, those kinds

of arguments are simply arguments
Fhat the hon. menber and nis crow
— incidentally, that same crowd or
the olher side there, with one
exception, and perhaps the member
for Waterford - Kenmount, tried to
do a similar thing in this House a
couple of years back, I remember -
they tried +to discredit another
very honourable member in this
House. '

MR. TULK:
They were right then, too,

MR. SIMMS:

They were not right then. The
hon. member for Fogo says they
were right. You should bhe ashamed
of yourself! You know you were
not right, and you can ask a lot
of people on the streets whether
you were right. It backfired or
you and it burned you to pieces,
and you know it did.

Mr. Speaker, all I have listenec

Lo really is Fhe member For
Windsor - Buchans trying to weasel

around the accusations he has made
and trying to somehow give the
impression, on the one hand, Oh, I
accept, I understand, and all that
kind of stuff, but, on the other
hand, he c¢learly dis out to try tc
deslkroy and discredit an hon.

memher of this House, ar
unwarranted action by A member
whom I thought, and most
NewFoundlanders, I think, We e

lead to bhelieve a year or so ago,
was going to he the saviour of
this entire political Process .
Mr. Speaker, it anything, he nas
brought it down below the depths
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of anything it ever has Dbeen,
including the years he salt in the
Cabinet. '

I say to the hon. member, why does
the hon. gentleman not have the
intestinal fortitude Lo get up 1n
this House, apologize to the hon.
Minister of Health and be done
with dit? Why does he not do
that? Why does he not have the
intestinal fortitude +to do that?
Is he not man enough to do 1t?
No, Mr. Speaker. The answer 1is
they think they see this as a way
of scoring political points; it is
For no other reason, Mr. Speaker.

He says, 'I must comment on public

issues. 1 have &
responsibility.’ Who macde the
issue public? The hon. member,

or mambers, opposite meade thea
issue public, ~Mr. Speaker, SO
certainly they have Lo comment on
it, because 1t 1s part of their
plan, part of their plotl.

I will not get dinto the hon.
Leader of “the Opposition's
Conflict of Interest Statement at
this stage, but 1 do have plans to
cainment on it at a later stage, I
can tell him, and I have a bit
more information than he laid on
the Tahle here today, and a bit
more information than dis outlined
in his Conflict of Interest
Staktement, witich will e ofF
interest to a lot of people, and
some of 1t, Mr. Speaker, goes back
twenty years, when the member was
a minister in a Cabinet and nad
several interests as well,

Anyway, M-, Speaker, I hope Your
Monour will take this matter under
serious consideration - it is
serious, and obuviously you beliceve
1t is or it would not have lasted
Far an hour and Fifteen or twenly
minutes - and come hack and you
will see, Mr. Speaker, depending
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on Your Honour's ruling, that we
do have a subsltantive motion we
are prepared to place before "the
House for debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I have heard three members on my
left, and I am prepared to hear
the hon. the member for Mount Scio
- Bell TIsland (Mr. Barry), but I
would ask him to be brief.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

My . Speaker, excuse this somewhat
sidestepping as T move into Lthe
issue, but when you look around
the world and you look at the way
in which different parts of the
world have either progressed or
not progressed, you wonder what is
the reason. I often think of
Haiti, which was one of the first
countries of the Americas to fight
off the shackles of a foreign
power and achieve independence, a
very courageous battle by its
citizens. Rut they do not seem to
have progressed very far since
then, with all due respect Lo
them, and I refer now to
statistics relating Lo Tnfant
mortality, per capita dncome, all
the various indicia of so-called
material progress, anyhow. They
are right down at the bottom of
the scale. I do not know 1if they
are the most impoverished country,
but I would say they are in the
bottom ive.

Now, what 1s 1t that has prevented
that nation Firom progressing?
Wall, Mr. Speaker, [ @un a believer
that we have our destiny in our
own hands . And, you know, we have

No. 48 R2609



a province here which has
tremendous resources - the fish,
the forest, the wmwinerals - and,
you know, we have not progressed
as much as some other parts of the
world with equivalent resources,
in the same periocd of time. Do
you know why I think that is?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T would ask the hon. member Lo
deal with this point of privilege.

MR. BARRY:

I will get right to +the point in
this statement. Do you know why I
think 4t 41s, Mr. Speaker? It dis
because of the way we deal with
issues such as are now bhefore this
House, And I would submit the
same 1s the proeoblem din  certain
countries - in  other parts of the
world., I am not {Ltoo impressed,
Mr. Speaker, I am not too proud as
a member of the House of Assembly
Lo see what 1s going on on yet one
more occasion in this House. And
what 1is happening here on this
point of privilege? What is
happening here on this point of
privilege, Mr. Speaker, is attack
the messenger rather than the
message .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

Deal with the one who raises ihe
issue rather than with the 1ssue
ibsell .

Now, I also want to preface my
remarks - and I would ask that the
member For Bonavista Soulh be kept
silent, Mr, Speaker - on this
poinlk  to say that I have the
highes¢t possible regard for the

Minister of Health. [ have the
highest possible regard for his
integrity. I believe he 1is an
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honourable man.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:
In the time that I have dealt with
him in the House, I have seen him

ack in an honourable Ffashion, T
would have to say almost -~ well,

nolthing springs Lo mind, M
Speaker, on any occasion, where I
have. seen him act in any bul an
honourable fashion.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that Lthat does
not settle the matter. Because as
have I pointed in  this House
before, and 1 have never said
anything in this House thal I am
not prepared to say oudtside this
House, and I believe thalt every
member should proceed on the same
basis, which has not always beean
Lhe case, Mr., Speaker, 11 has not
always been the case, but I would

say that just hecause an
individual is of nigh moral
integrity, of high moral

character, an honourable person,
that does not mean that mistakes
cannot bhe made, Lhat does not
mean, Mr. Speaker, that from a
knowledge that one's heart is pure
one cannot be lulled into a
position of complacency.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us deal wilth
thae tdssua, [ rejeck oul of hand,
I reject with the utmost vehemence
the Premier's posilbion bhab we
cannot deal with an dssue unless
we exanine in Lthe minutest detail
the background going hack Lo
twenty vyears, 1 believe we now
hear from the Government House
Leader, of the individual who
raises the dssue.

We are not going to have very much
debate in this House, Mr. Speaker,
if that is the case.
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MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. BARRY:

Mr . Speaker, we have an 1ssue
before this House and we have to
deal with that 1issue. Now, the
Premier may think it is & smart
political campaign, but I go back
to my introductory remarks, Mr.
Speaker, and that is that he does

no credit to this House, he does
not credit to the position of
Premier, and he does nothing to
help this Province progress if he

draws debate in this House down to
the gutter.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
MR. MORGAN:

(Inaudible) brought it on. It was

not the Premier.

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to he
lead astray, but the member for
Bonavista South (Mr. Morgan) said
it was brought on.

Mr. Speaker, if any member in the
House, the Leader of the
Opposition, the Government House
Leader, the member for Bonavista
South, if anyhody does anything

that should bhe questioned in the

House, let us deal with bthat issue
separately and directly, but not
by innuendo and nok to try and
discredit an individual.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:

Let us deal with the d1ssue and not
try to discredit the individual
who raises the dssue and ULthen we
will see progress, then we will
Sae this House doing what it

should be doing for the people of

this Province.
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STt s

Speaker, i I could just
and I know the Speaker

Mow, Mr.
briefly,

has shown a lot of lenience and I
do not want to delay the House in

gelting on with its work, so let

me get to the - regrettably it is
a somewhal legalistic series of

remarks, but we are dealing with

legal matters; we are dealing now
with legislation and regulations
Lhat flow from legislation.

Now - the relevant section of the
Conflict of Interest Guidelines,
to me, seems to be regulation 3:

"While holding office and for year
after ceasing to hold office, a
Minister, his spouse, or minor
children or a body or organization
in which any of them has a
financial dinterest shall not...be
eligible to receive a contract for
the supply of goods or services."

Now, Mr. Speaker, on its face it
wouuld seem thalt bthere has been a
breach of that section. On its
face it would seem that there 1¢ a
conflict of dinterest. That does

not mean and I go back to what I
said when I started my remarks,
that I had and I still have at
this point in time, the highest
regard for the integrity and the

the Minister of Health.
possible, Mr. Speaker, T do
not know, that even though the
minister knew that the company had
held leases from government - 1
think while he was involuved wikh
the company - he was not aware
that there were subsequent
renewals or subsequent leases. It
may be that there is -

honour of

DR. COLLINS:
That 1s factual.

Factual? That bthe minister did

not  know thal there were renewals
or such contracts? I accept the
minister's word.
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DR. COLLINS:

(Inaudible) a number of times. It
is written in the letter to the
Premier.

MR. BARRY.

I accept the minister's dindication
that he was not aware of any
subsequent renewals or idssuing of
new contracts. So what we have at
most, in thabk case, Mr. Speaker -
but it may still be there and it
may show some deficiency or defect
in the guidelines, in the Conflict
of Interest reqgulations seems to
he a technical breach of that
seclbion. It may be, Mr. Speaker,
that the fault 1lies not with the
minister but with whomever was
responsible in Lhat company or
organization. Bacause I think
there was a responsibility for
informing the minister 1if there
was any contract or lease entered
into, because the organization or
body clearly has a responsibility
under this section as well.

So it comes down, Mr. Speaker, as
I look at this and as I read this
section, that we still have a
problem here., It does not
necessarily reflect in a bad

fashion on the minister. One may
say the minister, wmaybe, should

have followed up from time to time
to ensure Lhat Lhere were no
government leases or contracts of
which he was unaware. I would
think it would be more normal or
customary faor, as everybody is
presumed to know the low, that
company or organization, whoever
is running it, to keep the
minister informed S0 thai: the
proper letters could be obtained,
or the proper steps btaken to gain
approval for that lease or for
that contract.

Rut let us look abt that dssue, Mr.
Speaker. There is a problem here,
because on 1its face a body or
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organization in which the minister
has a financial interest did
become eligible to ‘receive
benefits from a contract for the
supply of goods or services,
That, I would submit, has been
established and that, as I
understand d1t, 1s all +that has
been alleged by the Leader of bhe
Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear., hecear!

MR. BARRY:

Mr. Speaker, if I could just end
up with one final point, because
again, and this is a red herring,
we gel this debate, and we have
had it in this House before and I
have heard it in the course of
this dssue being discussed, "Oh,
it was not an actual contliclk, it
was only a potential conflict of
interest.' Now, M. Speaker, what
we have to keep in wmind ds that a
potential benefit coming to a
member or a minister, is an actual
conflict of dinterest.

MR. BAIRD:
So was the letter going to the
beneficiaries of the Ocean Ranger

disaster.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BARRY:

We see it again, Mr. Speaker, fron
the membaer For Humber West. [ was
wondering how long 1t would he,
Mp . Speakair, befFore & membher
opposite would Jjump up with that
type of  scurrilous comment . I
inuite the member for Humbher Wesl,
I dnvite him now in  a quite
fashion, if he has any nerve, 1f
e 1y a man, if he has anything ir
terms of dntegrity or character,
to step outside Lhis Heouse and say
that I have done anything improper
in my capacity as a member, as a
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lawyer, or in any other fashion,
with respect to the Ocean Ranger.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RARRY:

Aand T will deal with that in the
way  in which 1t should be deall
with, and 1t will not be in this
House. That 1is a direct challenge
to find out whether the member has
any character or any integrity or
any courage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BARRY:

If he does not do that, Mr.
Speaker, I ask for his apology in
this House. Or my respect for the
member opposite will $ink
samewhat, Mr. Speaker.

MR. BAIRD:
I will deal with it (inaudible).

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BARRY:

if have considerad the memher
somebody with whom I have had
Friendly relations For a long
time, but that sort of comment,
Mr. Speaker, T do nobk appreciate
and I want the member to deal with
it, either 1in the House or outside
Lhe House.

Why do we have these Conflict of
Interest Regulations? Let us see
whether it 1is under the letter of
the regulation or not. Let us see
what the intent and bthe spirit of
these egulations are and whether
the dincident now before bhe House
is caught up hy it. Mr. Speaker,
if we have a minister who is in
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Cabinet, and if we have a company,
whether or not he dis actively
involued dn running it, from which
he derives financial benefit, and
if that company is doing business
with government, there 1is a very
real fear and risk, Mr. Speaker,
Fhat there 1is information flowing
from the wminister to the company
or fFrom the company Lo the
minister. I accept that din tnhis
case that was not the case. Mr .
Speaker, I clearly say I accept
that this was not the case in this
situation. The minister 1s an
honourable man. I believe him to
be an honourable man with this
incident and the facts which have
heen laid out for me.

But there are people in  this
Province who  do o not k o the
Minister of Health on a personal
hasis, and an individual who does
not know the Minister of Health
looks at Lhe Faclks argl says,
"there 1s a company that is making
a lol of money from contracts with
the government, and there 1s a
minister in government who holds a
financial interest in that
company ., ' Mr. Speaker, they will
ask the question in their minds,
is there any potential benefit
that might flow to the wminister
From khis situation?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I have heard the points that the
hon. member is making. Has he any
new points?

MR. BARRY:

I will Findish din less than one
minute, in  thirty seconds,  Mr.
Speakear.

Is there any potential interest Lo
Lhe minister in Live WY ne
performs his duties? I have no
Fear that LULhe wminister would act
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in anything other than with the
highest dintegrity, the highest of
ethics. But, Mr. Speaker, what we
are dealing with, unfortunately or
fortunately, when  we get dinto
public 1life we all have to know
this is the way we have to handle
our affairs. There are strangers
out there whe insist that we be
like Ceasar's wife and that we not
only be without blemish, not only
bhe without having our hands
actually in the till, but we be
never 1in a position where anyone
might say thalt our hands are in
the till.

And that is the problem Lthat s
Here now, M., Speaker, Whether or
not the minister s  blameless,
spotless, without knowledge and so
forth, we have a situation where
there 1s a potential benefit that
could have gone to Uthe winister
and that wmeans there is an actual
contlict of interest. Mr .
Speaker, I do not want to see the
Minister of Health in any way, any
more than I want to see the Leader
of the Opposition, have his
character attacked in this House.
I think we have to deal with this
in a fashion. It may result in
the amendment of these Conflict of
Interest Regulations and, if that
happgens, then we should do that.
And I would ask the Govaernment
House Leader (e consider that
possibly you may have to say, and
this 1s the i1ssue, 1F a member or
a minister puts his share 1in
trust, does that then mean he has
no responsibility for ensuring
Lial the company in which he holds

Lhe share does business with
government.? Ts he LlLhen absolved
as long as he has an actual trust
situation sat up? Thal Ls an

issue, I think, that we could very
usefully  debate din this  House;
arising out of this particular
situation,
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

As hon. members know the role of

the Speaker ia Lo determine
whether & prima facie case nas
bean established. I Wil

certainly take this maltter under
advisement and report to the House
at a later date.

MR. DAWE:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the memher of
Intergovernmental AFFairs.

MR. DAWE:

M. Speaker, I would like to give
notice that, as soon as I have an
opportunity to review the Hansard
of Loday, based on remarks made by
the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk), I
will be bringing Forwaird a point
of privilege which I +think, Mr.
Speaker, has a direct bhearing tc
the kind of attitude and the kinc
of approach being made by the
Opposition on the dssue we have
just debated for an hour and
thirty-five minutes.

I would like to give notice.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BALIRD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
[he  hon. the member For Humhber
West.

MR. BAIRD:

With refoerence bto Lhe remarks a
minute ago by the member fFor Mount
Scio (Mr, Barry), I would like tLc
repeat what I did say at the
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time., I said there was an alleged
potential conflict of interest by
the member for Mount: Scio
regarding the Ocean Rangeir. I did
not say there was any wrongdoing.
[ said there wias a polLential one

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oht

MR. BAIRD:

- in the same vein as Lhe member
said there Wwas a potential
conflict of interest with the
Minister of Health. That is
exactly what I said and that is
what I meant.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1s no point of order. The
hon. member took the opportunity
to explain his point of view.

Statements by Ministers

MR. BARRETT:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of
PDevelopment and Tourism,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRETT:
Thank you, Mr

Speaker,

I am reading this Ministerial
Statement on behalf of my
colleague, the hon. Hugh Twomey,
the Minister of Public Works and
Services, who cannot be with us
Lhis afternoon.

I amn pleased Lo  announce that
govarnment has baken the
initiative to establish a central
purchasing authority under the
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provisions of the Department of
Public Works and Services Act.
Our aim is to direct, through
greater co-ordination of effort,
the procurement expenditures of

government departments and
governmnent funded bodies o

greater eaconomic
opportunities within
collective

promaoie
development
this Province. The

purchases within the provincial
public sector estimated to be some

$650 million
powerful tool o be
toward greater
development.

annually is a
harnesseaed
@conomic

Government 1is din the process of
astablishing a board to guide the

overall development and
implementation of the centralized
procurement initiatives. The
board is Lo he comprised of
officials of the Department of
Public Works and Services, bine
Departmant of Development and
Tourism, Treasury Roard, and is Lo

include representation from the
hospital secltor, school boards,
the Federation of Municipalities,
Memor:ial University and
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro.

The board will assemble purchasing
data from all government funded
bodies . From this, bLhe Department.
of  Development and Tourism will
identify large volume products and
product c¢lassifications whicn iF
acquired co—operatively or
purchasecd in bulk would create a
market for local entrepreneurs,
It is enuvisaged that through this
opportunity ddentification process
and . resultant co~operative
procurenent arrangemants, local
businesses may be able to expand
their product 1lines, expand their
distribution facilities and
perhaps euen create further
manufacturing in the Province.

The approach is to be a
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co-operative one requiring the
support of all government funded
bodies. Government expects that
through ~“ctollective efforts in
purchasing two main benefits will
be derived. Firstly, the presence
of a readily ddentified market
will entice local suppliers and
manufacturers Lo invest in
expansion or undertake additional
development., Secondly, through
joint purchasing, government
funded bodies would likely obtain
better prices with a resultant
savings to their respective
organizations.

In an effort to explain the
benefits of the centralized
purchasing concept, my colleagues
the Hon. Len Simms, President of
Troasury Board, my colleague Lthe
Hon. Hugh Twomey, Minister of
Public Works —and Seruices, and
myself convened a seminar on May
30 and 31 of this yodar.
Representatives of all government
funded bodies abktended at which
the importance of co-operative
procurement as an effective
development tool was explained and
their support for this dinitiative
was solicited. I might also
mention that the assembly of so
many officials from the wvarious
govearnmant departments and
government funded bodies for this
purpose afforded us an excellent
opportunity Lo discuss the
implementation of The Public
Tender Act and The Provincial
Preference Act and to learn of
their experiences with the new
legislation.

Government's support of & central
purchasing authority reflects our
strong  desire to saoize whatover
opportunities Lhere may bhe
available 1o shimulate @aconomic
development within the Province.
In this particular case, we Feel
there +1s_ potential for increased
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economic activity through
co—-operative procurement efforts
among all government funded bodies
rather than the fragmented
situation that now exisls. With
the goodwill and support of all
those dinvolved, I feel confidaent
that our provincial public sector
procurement Can bhecome a mora
effective tool for @ COnomic
development .

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I thank the minister. I received
a copy of this yesterday really,
so I have had some time to have a
look alt  -il. T must say we, on
this side, are very happy to see
this 1s & policy to be initiated.
The Central Purchasing Authority
is a really good idea.

As a matter of fact, I would
almost think that maybe one of Lthe
ministers were at the Holiday Inn
on September 23 last year when the
Leader ofF the Opposition
recommended it din his speech tc
the Board of Trade at Cthat timne.
It W s a Progranne towards
self-sufificiency. What he saild at
that time was developed policies
would introduce MEASUres Lo
establish a self-sufficiency
programme, promote and provide For

A maximum level of

self-sufficiency in goods and
services within tLhe Province,
provicde  wide support For goods
produced wilthin the
sell sulfficiency programie,
Financial, wmarketing, aduvisory anc
othar assiskance, and o help
self-sufficiency to be undertaken.
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So I would say it is a policy that
we, 1in the Liberal Party, have
expounded and it 1is one of the
policies we certainly agree with.
Now, I hope, by the government
Laking the initiative at this
time, it will do something with
Lhe serious vyoubth unemployment we

have in the Prouvince. I hope it
will slbop Lhe ot low 18

Newfoundlanders who have +to go to
the mainland looking For jobs.

I hope it will not be another
scheme to save some of their Tory

buddies who invested in the
of fshore rather ill-advisedly

seven or eight years ago and are
now hanging on trying to stave off
bankruptcy for the last five or
six vears. So I hope it 1s not
going to be used as a panacea for
some of their Tory buddies.

MR. BARRETT:
You started off alright, but now
(inaudible) .

MR. GILBERT:

If it is handled properly, it 1is a
good policy and it will lead to
self-sufficiency. If 4t Jleads to
self-sufficiency, as it supposedly
will, then it can only do good for
the unemployed and the
NewFoundland -economy, 1n genaeral.

T am  sure  we, seeing s we
recommended it and the Leader of
our  party  expounded this ab the
speech to the Board of Trade on
September 23  of last year, we
wholeheartedly support this.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
M, Speaker, as Leader of a
Sociallist Party of this Province,
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I am glad to see that the membher
for St. John's West, the Minister
of Development and Tourism (Mr.
Barrett), and the other ministers
are adopting a good socialist
perspeclive on the ways in which
we should develop our economy.

MR, LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR, FENWICK:

One - of the basic principles
socialists have is government has
a managing role to play 1in the

economy and obuiously the
purchasing power is a good
socialist principle for the member
to adopt. It 1s dnteresting to

see that as he matures and as he
ages, the members of the Cabinet
are NoW adopting & bettar
socialist perspective on it. And,
of course, we welcome Lthe fack
that the socialist leader of the

Liberal Parly is also in a
position to endorse those kinds of
concepts as  well. It dis  just

interesting to see these things
cccur.

Hear, hear! It 1is very practical.
MR. FENWICK:

The other comment T would Tike bo
make, My, Speaker, 1is the central
purchasing sys bem gl Line
preferential policy are also the
kinds of practices bhelng Frownad
on very - substantially by the Free
Trade Agreament:, Under Lhosa
circumstances, Mr. Speaker, -

MR. BARRETT:
Do you like the purchasing policy
in Cuba?

MR. FENWICK:

Maybe we should add them to the
group that you talked aboubt last
week, right, or yesterday.
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Anyway, Mr. Speaker, the point of
the matter dis that under a free
trade agreement, the preferential
purchasing policy, the edge given
to local companies, could clearly
he perceived as a subsidy and it
is quite appalling we have the
minister geltting to the point
whare he 1s advocating & policy
which he knows and I know and
averybody else knows within a year
or so 1s going tc be struck down
under the maw of free trade we are
putting ourselves into.

having seen the
adopted good

Mr. Speaker,
govearnment has
socialists policies, endorsed by
the good socialist opposition
parties, I am pleased to hear that
occurring, unfortunately, it looks
like it is a bit too late with the
Free Trade Agreement. cowming in.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hewr, hear!

MR. TOBIN:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, Lhe Minister of Social
Services.,

MR. TOBRIN:

M, Speaker, I would like to First
of all say to my hon. colleagues
from Port de Grave (Mr., Efford)
and St John's East (Mr. l.ong)
that the statement I was going to
make yesterday on day care I have
now sent out in  the form of a
press release.

Mr . SGpeaker, 1t glves me great
pleasure today Lo inform hon.
members  that Fron the pask from
May 19 to  June 1, 1988, the
department Mas approved 37
Community Development Projects For
the Province,

The total funding allocaled for
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this period, Mr . Speaker, ig
$2,495, 258, creating E2C
employment opportunities “For
social assistant recipients in the
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

To date this fiscal year, 4,6707
jobs have been created through the
Employment Opportunities Division
of the Department aof Social
Services, directly as a resullt of
a provincial contribution- of
$16,413,889.

These projects provide clients
with valuahle woirk experience
regquired  to  successtully  compete
in the open job market.

This program has been acknowledgec
by Ny COMMUMTIL T es af Gulr
Province as heing exltremely
helpFul and usefnl Lo Lhem in the
past and I am happy we car
continue proyiding these
worthwhile services. Througl
Fmployment Opportunities we have
assisted many councils by
providing them with additional
workers to complete many
maintenance and beautificatior
activities undertaken.

Just as dmportant, Mr., Speaker,
employment For our c¢lients whc
have Found themselves in difficult
positions, establishes a sense of
pride, of self-esteem and a degrec
of confidence, all of which are
also very necessary for successful
job competition.

M. Speaker, we have been tdinvoluec
with many heautificatior
activities &g T just mentioned,
that not only achiewves Uthe goal
designated by bthe department but
have helped enhance the thrivinc
tourist industry here in our
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Province. We have done numerous
home repair programs for seniors
and have made a special effort to
employ thé handicapped people on
our c¢aseload. There are literally
thousands of groups and
individuals that have reaped the
henefits of the excellent two-fold
program  of  ocur  department  which
our department administers. By
two -Fold, Mr. Speaker, T maean that
both employer and employees have
reaped the many benefits as well
as the community at large.

Before c¢losing, Mr. Speaker, L
would 1like to update Lthe House on
the Federal/Prouvincial Joint
Funded Employment Enhancement
Program which is a difFerent
program, Mr, Speaker. It dis the
one refer ko as Lthe four corner
program. The department is
presently participating in Lhis
and in the last two weeks, Mr.
Speakeair, we have approved 7
projects at a cost of $481,640
that will employ and train 127
people din many sectors of our
economy .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr., Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The horn. the wmember for Port de
Grave '

MR. EFFORD:
Thank yvou, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad there are
some people 1in the galleries ko
listen to the Minister of Social
Services (Mr. Tobin) stand and say
he is proud to give the people of
Lhis Province a pride about the
only thing they have to depend on,
social sarvice jobhs . What a
shameful way for the Minister of
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Social Services to stand up and
say he is proud!

Mr. Speaker, 4,707 jobs have been
givaen by the minister's
department. Now  we only need
another 14,307  and Lhe  Premier
will have his mandate of 20,000
jobs  completed, all  From social
services.

MR. TULK:
He promised forty.

MR. EFFORD:
hat s what Lhe minister is
standing and saying he is proud of.

The people of +this Province, Mr,
Speaker, have no sense of pride in
working ten weeks for $200 a week,
then being lald off and having to
go on UIC for $125 a week with
absolutely no other Fform of income.

Mr. Speaker, all that has taken
place because of this government
is they are putting people on
unemployment insurance to save
money on the backs of the federal
government. It is not to provide
a hetler future for the people
because, if it was, they would put
training programmes in place, they
would educate those people, and
they would make sure when those
people were  hired on, and  lthe
cost sharing would he helped by
the private sector so as to make
sure ULhe privabe sechtor koept the
people on.

Rult what the people, Mr. Speaker,
are reduced o ds cleaning up
ditches, cleaning up graveyards,
and pilcking up garbage on hhe side
of the road for bten weeks, and
Lhen Lhey are forced, Mr. Speaker,
to go off social services.

I say to the Minister of Socilal

Services (Mr . Tobhin), it is
shameful, 1t 1s disgusting and it
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is time for his party to adopt
some new policies to help the
people of +this Province, get them
away from social services and
create some long—term jobs which
the people of this Province
deserveal

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Heayr, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, we would welcome the
statement From bthe winister in as
much  as it ds an inleresting
update on Mo Lhe Commuii by
Develoupment Project and the
Employment Fnhancemenl Projects
are proceeding. But, I would say,
as I did with the announcement:
yesterday fFrom the minister
responsible for the privale sector
programmne, we neead from the
ministers responsible Comore
analysis and more comprehensive
data so we can get an assessment
of what these programmes look l1like
on a broad scale, especially given
that both these programmes are
fairly netw initiatives hy Lhe
government, 1in order Lo determine
whether 1in next year's estimates
the government should proceed and
perhaps expand these programmes,
or whether they should be doing
something else. We are going to
need a lot more analysis than what
the ministers are bringing forward.

We would also have concerns wibkh
the Community Development
Projects. What we are doing ds
having a stated commitment to a
programme which gets people off
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social services but, in many
cases, what: the department is
inviting them to do is to work for
shoril periods at very Tow wages
and then apply for UIC with not
necessarily any kraining or real
work experience having been
gained, and then certainly having
been left to the very difficult
position of joining so many other
unemployed people in the
Province. So it 1s not clear many
of - the individuals on this
programme are any better off at
the end of the programme than when
they began.

We would also say, Mr. Speaker,
there 1is some question aboul the
value of some of the projects in
that T know the Womens' Policy
Office has produced one report
which has a good analysis, and in
which it showed some of Lhe
programmes  we are doing, such as
knitting 4in group homes, did not
provide & lot of meaningful work
for the people involved. Rut
there were other projects, such as
home repair for senior citizens,
which were quit useful.

So T think, Mr. Speaker, we are
going to need a lot more
information and analysis of the
kinds of projects bheing put dir
place in order to do an adequate
assessment .

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would say
again what we seem Lo have boeen
given by government is quite an ad
hoe approach  from departinent Lo
department to deal with the very
real and difficult problems of
poverty and unemployment.

We have vyet to see  a clear,
coherant, Jong-term, comprahensive
programne to deal with the very
serions  needs  of  bthe memployed
and the very serious difficulties
Facing the people who are living
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in poverty in this Province.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

Before calling for Oral Questions,
the time 1s passing so T wankt to
announce the questions for the
Late Show.

The Ffirst 1is to the Minister of
Transportation from the hon.
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir,
who is not satisfied with the
answer he got aboul the Ferry
Committee.

The second is to ihe Minister of
Fisheries concerning FADA from the
hon. member For Fogo.

The +third ts to the Minister of
Fisheries about +the shut—-down of
Lhe 8t. Lawrence fish plant, and
Lhat 1s From the hon. member for
Twillingate.

Oral Questions

MR. WELLS:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The haon. Lhe
Opposition.

Leader of . Lhe

MR, WELLS:

M. Speaker, in the absence of the
hon. the Premier, T wonld ask the
Praesident of the Council 1f he
would deal with this maltler. ™n
recent months, of the end of every
month  usually the Premier, anl
sometimes some olther ministers,
deals wibh  the unemployment  and
employment statistics as they are
released by Statistics Canacla.,
They have all, in the last few
months, baan mak irg stalemaents
about the great strides and the
great improvements that have been
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made in our unemployment rates and
how much better off we are over
the last two or three months. = In
the last few days there has been a
document prepared by the staff of
the Minister of Labour (Mr,
Alanchard), and recently
submitted, which dndicates that
Fhe actual unemployment rabe For
the Province in March was 21.9 per
cent, which was an increase of 2.3
percentage points, and at the same
time Lhe rest of Canada increased
by one-tenth of 1 per cent, which
MEANS our unemp loymeant rate
increased by twenty-three times
the Hdncrease in the rest of Canada
during khat three -month per-iod.

W1ll the Presicdent of the Council
explain to this House how he and
the Premier and obther menbers of
government can Jjustify the rosy
statements bthey have been making
in light of the information now
disclosed Lthrough Lhe Department
of Labour?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the President of the

Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I can tell the hon.
member FfFor Windsor -~ Buchans that
Lhe information we gelt comes from
Statistics Canada based on actual
research done by Statistics
Canacda, Mhae facts are clear. T'he
facts are very clear, Mr
Speaalkear, I Facht, T think 1t is
177,000 people working in this
Province today, the largeslh number
of people guer working in
Newfoundland's Mislory in any
year, as I understand 1t The
actual unemployment rate adjusted
Jccording to Statistics Canada is
down this April From last April, I
helieve, by 2.5 percentage points,
and the list goes on.

S0, when the on. memper asks
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where we get the +information to
substantiate the statements we
make about the great progress we
are making din  unemployment, the
answer is clear.

With respecl ko the report that he
raefers to, put together by the
Minisler of Lahour, T CANNG L
answer the question. I do not
know wheare thay get their
information or where they get the
Figures. In fact, the Minister of
Labour dis a bit surprised at it
himself, he said. He is not sure
that he had the staff over there
to do this kind of research, so
obviously it comes from other
sources ., However, to conclude the
answer, let me just say as well
that +4in addition to Stats Canada
figures are the economic forecasts
by major independent groups, like
the Economic Council of Canada and
Lhe Atlantic Provinces Fconoemic
Council, all of whom have
acknowledged that 1here has bean
economic growth in  Newfoundland
over the Tlast year or so and
predict there will be more
aconomic growkth in the Fubure. T
do not krnow why the member Ffor
Windsor Auchans persists in
wanting to argue that point and
persisih in Lrying Lo give
NewfFoundlanders Lhe  dmage Lhat
chings  are worse hhan  Lhey are.
It is not a fact.

=

R. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

The President of the Council now
indicates there may bhe something
wrong with bthis, that bthis 1s nok
an  offFilcial document . I would
Tike either he or the minister Lo
clarify it.
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Now, my supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

Will the President of the Councdil,
on hehalf of the government, ask
the Federal government to
recognize that when you add to
NewFonundland's raal unemployment
rate the tens of thousands of
people WO are discouraged
workers, we have & real
unemployment rate of beltween 35
and 40 per cent, and will the
federal government recognicze that
as a national catastrophe and take
steps to do something about 1t,
like they would if it were Ontario
or Quehec?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, with respect to his
giestion about the document
itself, the Minister of Labour
will respond Fo Lhat in due
course, I guess whenevaer he dgets
an  opportunity. With respect to
the second part of his question,
nie do not hoelieve that
Newfoundland is a catastrophe.
Thal: certainly s not the view of
this particular government .
Neuwfoundland ds not a catastrophe,
and I wish the hon. the member for
Windsor Buchans would deslst In
making those kinds of outlandish
sbhatemants,

Mr, Speaker, we have mace
representation Lo Lhe Federal
government on many, many matters,
and will continue to ¢o S0,
matters that are of economic
interest Lo this Province,
economic importance e this
Province . We haue hrecl s ome
successes with the Federal
government. We have signed some
of the largest Ffederal/provincial
agreemeants that e Nauve auar
signed in this Prouvince's history.
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DR. COLLINS:
Very few during the Liberal years,
though.

MR. SIMMS:
The  hon.
during the
that may be

member says very few

Liberal regime, and

brue, S0 the Fact of
the matter d1s the situation, as
Lhe hon. member  Ffor Windsor .
Buchans tries to portray i1it, 1is
not the way it is. Now, ikt may be
the way he would like to portray
it for political purposes, but it
is not a fact. By the way, i
would Tike the hon. member for
Windsonr - Buchans to see a
presaentation put: together by
professional people din Executive
Council, WMo have done a
considerable amount of work on
this over bkhe lasht year. In Fact,
I may even do it for the press one
of  these days, to  give them a
perspective that we have probably
lost sight of, and have nobt even
lookaed at ourselves over the years
as Newfoundlanders., T am serious
about it, quite serious about it.
It may not he politically
attractive Dbut the point 1s 1t
will be Ffactual and dinformative.
If the hon. member for Windsor -
Buchans would like for that to be
arranged, I would be most happy to
arranges  that, I think it would
help, as & matter of Ffact, and
give you a Tittle different
outlook on life.

MR. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKIF
A final supplementary, the hon,
Ehe leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Will the President of the Council
aduise the Mouse 1Ff the governmeaent
is going to take any action to
recognize Lhat while Lhe raal
unemployment rate in St. John's is
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about 14.7 per

cent, in  rural

Newfoundland it is close to 50 per
cent, and will he advise the House

what

to

on

MR.

take to
disparity and
and
rural Newfoundland
leave
their tables?

steps the government is going
correct this regional
prevent thousands
thousands of our people from
From having to

this Province to put hread

SPEAKER:

The

hon ., the President of the

Council.

MR

. SIMMS:

Mr.

of

again the hon. Leader
think, is

Speaker,
the Opposition, T

trying to portray a situation that

really 18 not the
course, we
course, we
course,
colnrse, it is
other
has
our
try

is

not

doing nothing about 1it,

case, Of

difficulty. of
unemnployment . OF
it isg Loo high. OF
i Mighar than any
Province 1in Canada, and it
heen like thab practically all
lives. But, Mr. Speaker, to
Lo suggest that the govermnent
or has
ovar

haue
have

done anything about it

the years is not fair, because the

Ffacts are
Canada. Qur
this
April, is
points.
the
NewfFoundland
percentage
absolute
Canaca last year, 1in 1987.

A

SOME

there from Stats
unemployment rate
year over last year, April to
down 2.5 percentage
Lask vear alene, in 1937,
unemployment rate in
droppearcl lry 1.0
points, the largest
decline of any province

HON. MEMRERS:

Hear, hear!

of

MR, SIMMS:

S0,

I do nolt krnow why the lLeader
the  Opposiltion continues o

igrnore those facts.

Now,
Fhe question, whabt are we doing

of

abhout it, M.

No.

with respect to the substance

Speaker, it is
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clear, if you read any analysis,
that forestry sector employment
has increased considerably, mining
employinent. has considerably
increased, euven the fishery, which
has had & rough time over the
year, has idncreased and provided a
lot of johs, The Province's
private secltor employment

progranne, which your OWn
colleague, your critic, condemns

and criticizes daily in the House,
is about to create 3,000 jobs this

year, Mr, Speaker, we are doing
all kinds of things in every
sector. In tourism, we are
providing funds to groups. Rural
development loans are being

provided . Jobs! Johs! Jobs! We
are doing something about it,
unlike the hon. memher's
predecessors.

MR. KELLAND:
My, Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELILAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T would like to stdick with the
cucumber caper for a while. I
woule  have Tiked to direct the
gquestion to the Minister of Rural,
Agricul tural ancl Northeaern
Development, (Mr, Power) laut I
understand he s taking heat ofF a
different kind in  Florida. My
next cholce would have heen Lhe
Preamier, Who d1s probably. writing
the sequel ko the cucumber
recipes, the movie. So I go to
the President of the Council.

I ask him can he confirm that flve
truckloads of Sprung cucumbers
were dumped over the weekend, and
that three of the truckloads were
dumped in  Robin HMHood Ray afber
regular hours, perhaps in the dark
of night? Can he confirn that one
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way or the other?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President. of the

MR. SIMMS:
No comment, Mr, Speaker,

MR. KELLAND:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon., the
member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:

Can the President of the Council
confirm whether or not the other
two loads were dumped in  Seal
Cove, Conception Bay, at an
unapproved dumping site?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hor.
Council.

the President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Why does the hon. member not Jjump
in his car and drive oull ko Seal
Cove, Mr. Speaker? Maybe he can
Find outt., I do nob know,

MR. KELLAND:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A Final supplementary, the member
For Naskaupl.

MR. KELLAND:

Unlike the wminister, I do not have
fFunding to give me exbtra brips out
around the Province.

SOME HON., MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:

I would have liked to direct wmy

inal supplementary Lo Lhe
Minister of Environment (Mr,

Russell), but again I will have to
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go to the Presideni of the Council.

Would the President of the Council
have the Minister responsible for
Environment investigate the matter
and determine whether or not
Sprung cucumhers were indeed
dumped at Seal Cove at an
unapproved dumping site, and will
he be prepared Lo take the
appropriate action it he finds any
laws have been contravened?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. STMMS.

Mr. Speaker, obviously I will pass
the matlter on Lo the Department of
Fnuironment . The minister 1is out
of  +the Province at:  khe presenl
time . If something dmproper or
1Tlegal has bheen done, T am sure
they will do whalt they normally
wonld do, and that is Follow up on
those practices.

on the question of not bhaving
transportation, the hon. Leader of
the Opposition has a vehicle which
certainly I am sure you could use,
and he has a c¢redit card to pay
for the gas. If that 1s not
working, maybe you could borrow
the Leader of the Opposition's
Audi . That will take you out
there.

MR. BAKER:
Mi~, Speakar,

MR, SPEAKER:
The han. the wmember for Gancder.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speakar.

let me say, M-, Speaker, it is
kind of  shocking we cannot  Fhind
any  winisters we  wantk Lo ask
questions of today. They are all,
T  think, hiding behind din the
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common  room. T wish Lthey would
come out and -

MR. SIMMS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Pres ident of the Counctil.

MR. SIMMS:

Beauchesne clearly says you cannot
refer Lo members' absences Ffrom
the House. The hon. wmember 1is out
of order and should be told so.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of ordaer, e hon.
member 1is out of order din making
comments such as khal,

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I

appreciate that.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the membher for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

In the absence of the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Windsor), whon I saw
leaving a few moments ago, I will
go a little higher and direct my
question to the Deputy Premier
(Dr. Collins), rather than the
Governmant House Leader .
Fortunately he was  Minister of
Finance.

About six menths ago, Mr, Depuby
Premier, the Public Accounts
Comnitlee decided ro ask For an
audit of one departmant in
govaermiaent that toas not get
audited, that is, the Auditor
General's Department We ashked
for an audit of the Auditonr
Genepral's Depsrtment, as we Felt
Lhat we should scrutinize Ehal
spaending.

Concerns werae oexpressed hy the
Department of Finance that this
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contravened The
Administration Act.
made that a very

be

Administration
would be no
have a

Financial

A requaesht was
slight amendment
made- to The Financial
Act so that there
doubt  that  we would

right to audit the Auditor

Genaral .

My

this
prepared so we can do

of

Why st
amendment has not been
that  audit
that we

gquestion s that

the Auditor General

want Lo do?

MR,

SPEAKER:

The

PR.

lon., the Minister of Health.

COLLINS:

Mr .

impression, hut I
not

is

know 1if you can ask why
laws are not
Lhat, butb
Lhat
sensible
the Auditor
audited. T do not
'sauce for the
the
mean, it d1s the
public
audited s any
pulslic
hon.
the
consideration, but I

Gl

Th

MR

have the
certainly will
Lhat that question
order. I do not
certain
amended . I suspect
anyway I will not press
point. I think 41t d4s a
Lssue. I do not see why
General should not be
mean  on o a
goose, sauce for
Ehing. Rut, T
expenditure of
they should be
expenditure of
Funds I am snre that Lhe
Minister of Finance has taken
mabtter seriously and  under
will dinquire

going to do abouk

Speaker, I

press 1t,
also out of

gander' sort of

Funds, and

o what he dis

. BAKER:

M.

MR,

Speakar,

SPEAKER:

A supplementary.

MR .

BAKER:

Thank you.

Maybe 1t 1s too bad
Deptliky

L2626

that the

Premier is not still
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Minister of Finance.

DR. COLILINS:
You «did not
minister.

say  that when I wasg

MR. BAKER:
Mayhe we
I would

Lhis by now.
would Ehe
Trko L he

wotltd  havae
like to ask
NDaputy Pramiar check
progress being made 1in developinc
an amendment? I in  facl this
amendment is going to be
developed, il is vary, very
simple. It can be done in just ¢
couplae of lines. I am wonderinc
why it dis that 4t dis taking sc
long? Has there been a decisior
not to do this so we cannot audit
the Auditor General? Or 1s it
simply a matter of dragging feet
so bhat bthe House will be closec
hefore we can dget around to 1it7
It has to be one or obher.

DR. COLILINS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,.

DR. COLLTNS:

Mr. Speaker, quite honestly I dc
not have the information the hon.
member 1is looking for, but I woulc
rather suspaect thal v dis nok &
dragging of feet. I certainly
wi 1l angirire  @s to  wherae Lhat
matter lies.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
0fF Belle Tsle,

MR. DECKER:
M. Speaker, my question 1is for
the hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advarnced Studies
(M, Matthews). The minister will
know Lhe information

sheet for The
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Private Sector Fmployment sactor employers or applicant has
Programme says the programme is to provide &0 per cent of the
for companies which wonld Jike to Funds. And we are saltisfiaed that
hire eaxtra employees, but cannot the programme is working very well.
afford to hire extra employees. I

have that dinformation sheet here SOME HON. MEMBERS:

in omy hand. Hear, hear!

Now I ask the minister, how does MR. DECKER:
he square this guideline about A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
employers who cannot afford to
hire with tLhe fact that MR. SPEAKER:
Newfoundland Light and Power were A supplementary, the han. the
awarded sixty—-one employees under member for the Stktrait of Belle
the programme this year, and last Isle.
year they were awarded sixty-four
employees? MR. DECKER:

In other words, the guideline 1is
MR, MATTHEWS: nol. Followed, Mr., Speaker.
Mr. Speaker.

Now, I ask the minister, how can
MR, SPEAKER: Lhe ministar, in wiew  oF Fiis
The hon. the Minister of Career guideline, justify awarding &
Development and Advanced Shudies. programmne under Lhia Private

Sector Employment Programme Lo
MR. MATTHEWS: Wi 11 dams, Harris, Roebothan @
Mr. Speaker, as I said a couple of McKay, an upstanding &St. John's
days ago, the only person who has Taw firmn, and Auvalon Cableuvision?
uttered a negative word about the How can he justify it if it 1is for
Private Sector Fmployment people who want to hire but cannot
Programme is when the hon. the afford to hire, Mr. Speaker?
member for the Strait of Belle
Isle. . - MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Career
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Development .
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

MR. MATTHEWS: M. Speaker, as T said, the hon,
This programne has worked gentleman over there i¢ trying to
extremely well For the past Ltwo Fwist around guidelines and truths
years, Mr, Speaker. It created again, which we have seen a lot of
thousands of jobs in the Province, Fhaese last couple of weeks, and
and to date 1,769 this year. Ancd loopholes and other things.

we dare not going to discriminate

against any employer in this Mrr, Speaker, all I am going to say
Province who wants Lo  create  an is that 4F 4t 1s an cincremental
additional dob  or an additional job Ffor which the applicant, the
Len jobs. Once YOl start amployer, dis willing to pay 50 per
discrimination then that puts the cent, then we consider Lhat to he
whaole P oY aunnie irto Jeopardy . a very positive thing. rtods nokb
And in essence what we are saying a gilveaway in this Province, Mr,
is Lhad: it N Lo e an Spaeaker, We @are nol just gluing
incremental Joh. The private 100 per cent of the wages. The
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private sector employer 1is paying
50 per cent. In a number of cases
in the Province, the applicant 1is
paying wmore than 50 per cent,
because they are paying more than
$6 an hour, and some as high as
$10 an hour, of which they are
putting up $7. S0 the programne
is working very well, Mr. Speaker,
and we make no apologies {or the
guUCCcess of Ll Private Sector
Employment Programie.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.

MR, SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary.

MR. DECKER:

I take it that the guidelines, Mr.
Speaker, are not of  very much
importance, so I will ditch them.
Is the minister satisfied Ehat
Fishery Products International
could not afford the three people
it took on in Bonavista? If it is
only For companies who cannot
afford to hire, was he satisfied
that Fishery Products
International could not afford to
take on three extra people in
Bonavista unless the Government of
this Province had to subsidize 1t?

MR, SPEAKER:
The  haon, the Minister of Career
Development .,

MR, MATTHERWS:

M, Speaker, I am very pleased
Fhat Fishery Prodiveis
International created three  jobs
in RBonavisia and are putiing up HO
per cent of the wages. I am very
pleased with Ethat. Fhiat: 1s  the
intent of the whole programne .
Just about 2000 jobs last year,
Mr. Speaker, 1769 jobhs to date
Lhis year, paid abk least 50 per
cent by the private sector, in
some  cases more, and the hon.
gentleman finds fault with that.
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On one side of the coin, Mr.
Speaker, they are up criticizing
the government for not creating
employment, jobs in this Province,
they just asked about a report
given by & department, and now he
is uWp c¢criticizing the government
For creating employment, nobk 100
per cent paid by the Province, Mr.
Speaker, hut 50 per cent, and we
are very proud of it.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. The member fFor Menihek.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, my question is for
the Minister of Labour, who I
believe +is in the precincts. S50 T
will start the guestion, assuming
that he will bhe thers Lo answer
it If he dis still not here, then
somebody else From governmant will
answer,

It concerns a number of
initiatives Eaken by his
department, and the gouvernment in
general over the last couple of
years.

I am glad to see the wminister is
bhack.

My First question s to the
minister about the study that was
done  on  Lhe brewing industry  and
the use of aluminuwn cans.

My question to him, since this is
Fruironmenl Week and we thought we
would ask a question appropriate
Lo bthe enviromnent, s Does ULhe
minister have the results of that
Ghudy? Ts the study, Lhan,
available? And 1s the government
raeady N oW Lo make S Oma
recommendations with ard to bhe
use of aluminum G ¢ in this
Province?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of lLabour.

MR. RLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, T would just like to
aduise Lhe hon. member I am not
trhe Minister of Enuvironment. From
the very beginning, when we agreed
to establish the Tndustrial
Enquiry relating Lo the 1985
strike in the breweries, we made
it very, very clear that the
enquiry that we were making was
related to dissues involved in the
strike, nothing to do with
environment. I made it very clear
to the trade umions involved that
there was a _study going on at the
same time by the Department of
Environment, S0 there are two
separake issues. F there s any
guestion with respect Lo the
labour aspecks of it We  oare

prepared to answer 1it, but other

guestions should go 10 the
Minister of Environment.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKFER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
I do not think we got an answer as
to  where the Industrial Enquiry
is, but I will try a couple of
others bhen.

Would the Minister of Labour tell
us where the promised study of the
St. lLawrence cdust levels, thal was
supposed to be tabled din this
House before the end of May, is,
and, furthermore, where the
minlinun  wage report  is  bhalk was
also supposed to be tabled by the
minister, whao meniioned i Bl
couple of weeks ago? Where are
those fwo particular reports, Mr.
Speaker?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
question relating to St. Lawrence,
we are conbinually monitoring the
situation down there, I provided
ANGWers, My, Speakear, o Lhe
questions that were asked, that
were relevant at the time. Ir
there 1s a specific question now
wikh  respect +to it, Lhe hon.
member can ask 1it, but I will
infForm him that we are monitoring
on a weekly basis down there,
continuously monitoring.

Wb respect to the second
question of the tabling din the
House of the reports, my promise
was to make the report public when
il was ready For publication, Mr.
Speaker. It is not quite ready
For  publicabtion yel, Tharae wera
some questions which are gelling
close Lo be answered,

MR. FENWICK:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N final  supplementary, the hon.
the member for Menihek.

MR, FENWICK:

My Final supplementary, Mr .
Speaker, is: Quer Ltwo years ago
we hrél A very inkensae Tabour
dispute in this Province. At the
bime Ehe government committed
itself to revising The Public
Service Collective Rargaining Acl.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

My question ko the minister l¢
Lhis: Since The Public Service
Collective Bargaining Actl
regulates negotiations in this
Province, would the minister btell
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us where the Committee, that has
heen doing work on Bill 59, is and

1f the Committee is not reporting

al: this point, could the minister
tell ws, since there are at least
four reports and replies that are
due us in the House There, what
exactly the minister has heen
doing all this ULime, since we have
not been receiving these?

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. FENWTCK:
T am finished, Sir.

MR. SPEAKHKS

The hon. member was on a final
supplemantary . Tha First
supplementary Was in no way
ralataed to his main question, and
this 1s certainly not relater to
@aither one. So T am going to
recognize the hon. member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Career Development
and Advanced Studies, and he s
not here,

AN HON. MEMBER:
He is on the way.

MR, TUILK:
He 1s on the way.

T want Lo ask the question to the
Minishkaer of Career Development and
Advanced Studies, who is coming,

Tt arises Trom the question pubt by
Lhe mamber For the Strait of Bellae
Isle. It springs from a concern
Ehat, T have about  small business
people who are really the people
who provide jobs. U would ask the
mindster, d@n wview of his answers,
ared N view ofF  the {act Eheat
Newfoundland Light and Power and
seueral other Tlarge companies gob
50 per cent of the funding faor
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jobs from the minister's
programme, 1is the minister nou
saying to us that there were not
smaller companies which could have
used those Funds better Lthan those
other companies that he has
Funded, theraby strengthening
small  businesses, and  we would
hope, private entaerpreise in Lhis
Province? I am concerned aboul
how tihe progranme is heing
administered.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

M, Speaker, it ds a Private
Seclor FRnployinent. Programne. N,
we are very, very concerned about
sinall  businass in this Province,
and we are very concerned about
big business in this Province. Tt
is a Private Sector Employment
Programne and anyone who 1s in the
private sector is eligible tc
apply. If it 1s an incremental
job they are eligible to receiuve
50 per cenkt of the salary up to &
maximum of $3.00 an hour from the
Province. Me applications are
scrutinized, gone through hy =&
comnittee congistking of three
departments of government, which
racombaends rejection ar
approval. The programme has bear
run excellently the past bwo yedrs
and has been tremendously receilvec
by the private sector. And, by
the way, from Lhe thousands of
people who have found jobs under
the programme, letters are coming
in  hy the hundreds, and  phone
calls euvery day. People are very,
yery pleased and excited about bhe
programme . In spite of the
negativity  of  certain members of
the Opposition, the only negatiue
Factors Lo bhe Privale Sechor
Employment Programmne in bhis
Province, it 1s qgoing to continue,
approvals are going to bhe done or

@i thar
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a weekly basis, and we are going
to employ upwards ko 3000 people
this year under the programme.

SOME HON. MEFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TUILK:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo, 4
supplementary .

MR. TULK:

I ask the hon. gentleman to tell
the House hhow  many of those
smaller type businesses that would
nornally take over one or two of
those jobs, have applied -

AN HON, MEMBER:
Hundreds and hundreds.

MR, TULK:
Let me finish the question now.

and not bheen accepted?
MR. SPEAKFR:

The hon., +the Minister of Carcer
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr, Speaker, there has hean
somewhere around 1800 applicaltions
o dakbe. [ am safFe in saying that
in excess of 90 per cent of 1800,
however many that is, are from
small husinesses which Nave
applied fFor one, two, five, or ken
positions. There are some from
bigger husinesses, corporations,
but by far they are +the small
minority of applications that have
applied to employ people. We have
not discriminated with Lhe
programne . We believe that every
job  ds cimportant  to Fhe Province.
There have been some rejeckions to
Lhe proaranmne For different
reasons; some where the jobs were
not.  incremental, solne  For  other
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reasons, where there were
inaccuraciaes or inadequacies in
the application, and then because
of follow -up by a project officer
there were other problems that
were nol corraclted, but by far the
majority have been approved. Most
of those approved qare from people
who have applied to the programne
For  the first time. There hauve
been applications approved for
those who have appllied for the
second vyear in succession, but the
majority are From new applicants,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK:

Mr, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member For Fogo.

MR. TULK:
M. Speaker, doas Lhe hon.
minister mean that ‘'dncremental'
here moans johs that otherwise
would not have been there? I take
it that is what he means. Is that
correct? Is he saying that all of
the jobs that he has approved to
this point would not have been
there unless he had given 50 per
cent of the cost of the wages up
10, T  helisve, he said three
dollars? Is that what he ia
saying?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. +the Minister of Careesr
Davelopment and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, we have been saying
that For two years. Two years
that has been said, Mr. Speaker.
I unders tand that the hon.
gentleman 1s a bit slow catching
on, but Ffor two years that has
heen said.

Now, to create the additional
jobs, T guess the caltalyst or the
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incentive for a lot of the private
sector people has hean that
government is providing 50 per
cent, but, as well, they are
providing at Tleast b0 per cent,
and 1in a number of cases are
providing more.

I just have a question to ask bthe
hon ., gentleman. What d1s wrong
wikh creating 3,000 jobs in this
Province?

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKIER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

M, Speaker, my quastion s Lo the
Minister of Health. It ds of
great  concern to khe heallh care
system, and that is the reason why
I ask this question, [t was
reported 1in the press yesterday
that twenty-five jobs were going
to be terminated at the Health
Sciences Complex. Now this was
reported in the press. I ask the
Minister of Health: Is this
indeed a fact? Can he confirm or
dany that these Jjobs are going to
be terminated?

MR, SPEAKER:
Me hon. the Minister of Heal ki,

DR, COLLINS:

M, Speaker, we have been informed
by the Health Sciences Complex
management that, as a result of
Ehedr planning anc tinder e
authority of their board, they
are, indead, terwinalting a cerladin
number of jobs din the organization
therea. They are spread  over a
number of areas. They are nol
nursing  stafrf, T understand, r
think I am correct in saying there
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is no nursing staff involved.
They are 1in the support staff
area. They are a small percentage
of the total employment at the
Health Sciences Complex. I do not
know what the total employment 1is,
but 4t is quite large, I would say
it 1s d1dn the thousands, or at
Tarst a thousand, anyway. So 1t
is & small percentage.

Granted, any loss of jobs 1is hard
on the dindividual and is something
that we do not condone or look for
in his Provinca, But,
nevertheless, a large organization
Tike that, every once 1in a while,
has to adjust dits work force, and
they felt thalt these particular
individuals were redundant ta
their needs, and they Ffelt that
they had to carry through with the
Ferminatton,

MR. EFFQORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr, Speaker, I ask the Minister of
Health, given the stake of our
health care system, especially at
the Health Sciences, because all
the heavy case loads seem to come
Lo the Healbth Sciences, does he
nol see 4t necessary to step in
there anc Lo e lp tLhe
administration - 1t 413 obviously
heing dons because of its budgel -
Lo make suite that Lhese
Lwenty -fFive  jobs are noi  lost,
jobhs  that cannot afford to bhe
Tost, Lo bthe sick people and Lhe
paople at the Health Sciences
Cetmh.raw?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
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Mr. Speaker, I think there 1is an
implication -in the hon. membher's
question there that we are not
dealing with the Health Sciences
Complex. T can assure the hon.
member Lhal:  we - have raepaeatead
meeting with the Health Science
Complex, A% e do  wiith olher
hospital hoards . 1 have had
meetings, For cCinstance, with the
Clarenville Hospital Roard. I
have had meebtings wilh Ehe Grand
Falls Hospital Board. I have had
meetings with the new Salt Pond
Hospital Board. I have had
meetings with Si. Clare's, the
Grace and so on. And we have had
meetings wikth the Board and
managemenlt of the Health Sciences
Complex. They present Lo us
concerns and we present to them
our concerns, and we Ltry to gek a
meeting that we can bhoth
satisfactorily handle. And T can
assure the hon. member that these
particular terminations were
delermined by the management to be
recdundant.  to their needs at this
point din time. It did not have
anything to do, for [instance, with
the difficulty that was
experienced at the Heallh Sciences
Complex a Jlittle while ago over
Lha ICU and so on and so forth.
There was a determination that the
efficienl running of the hospital
thare ¢l naot: ragiirae these
incividual s .

MR, SPEAKER:
The time for oral questions has
now elapsed.

MR, TULK:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member For Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, I could have raised
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this in Question Period, but I do
not  think it was the proper time
or place to do it. The hon. "the
Prasident of Ehe Council (Mr,
Simms) rose on a point of order
and  peinted oult that the menber
For Gander (Mr. Baker) was oul of
order because Beauchesne shates,
and 1t does — there 1s 1o argument
about  whalt  Reauchesneg stabtes
besides the prohibitions contained
in Standing Order 35, 'it has been
sanctioned by usage that a member
while speaking must not refer to
the presence or absence of
specific members.'

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
was perfectly right in saying you
cannot do that, according Lo
Beauchesne, I think Your Honour
ruled he should not, but I would
remind Your Honour once again in
Flhis  Legislature 1t is  our  own
Standing Orders which ake
precedent in this House and then
Beauchesne, 1in that order, when
either s used bto make decisions.
Your Honour will find, if he looks
it up, thaltt it has often been the
precedent in this House that
memners have referrad Lo Lhe
absence of ministers or indeed
nembars ., T would ask Your Honour
to take some time and do a bit of
resedarch on bhat,

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The haon. the
Council.

President of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:
IF T could Jusk add a point to
that.

MR. SPEAKER:
To the poink of dirder, the hon,
the President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:
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Mr . Speaker, there is another
reference 1in Reauchesne which you
will find. I am afraid I cannot
quickly find it, but there is a
reference 1in Beauchesne, which 1is
a parliamentary reference weall
used by Speakers in this
Legislature and every Legislature
in Canada, which says, 1f I c¢ould
only Ffind it, but ik 1s Lo Lhe
effect, 1in any event, that what
was a precedent yesterday s not
necessarily a precedent today. So
the argument the hon. the member
for Fogo tries to make about
always following your precedents
s not necessarily a totally
accurate ona. Thera is a
reference thalt says, a precedent
yesterday 1is not necessarily A
precedent today. That 1s clear
arnc  binding. Rut. 1t s nob worth
wasting the time of the House to
argue about i, Your Honour will
look dintoe 1t anyway. The hon.
member for Fogo can carry on if he
wishes.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Just one point.

MR. TULK:

I tbthink Your Honour what he is
referring o Ls what [
unparliamentary vyesbkerday 1s not
unparliamnentary today.

MR. GPEAKER:
Order, please!

To thal: point of order, there s
no point of order.

Notices of Motion

M3 VERGE:
Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Mindister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that T
will on  tomorrow ask leave ko
introduce the following bills:
"an Ack Respecling Companies
Validation"™, and "an Act To Remouve
Anomalies and Frrors n The
Statute Law."

MR. SIMMS:
Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council,

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, ol bhehalf of my
collaeague, the Minister of Sdcial
Services (Mr . Tobin), I give
notice o owill  on Lomorrow  ask
leave Lo introduce a hill entitled
"an Aot To Amend The Child WelfFare
Act, 1972."

AN HON. MEMBER:
Call it 4:30.

MR. SPEAKER:
Will we call it 4:307

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

MR. SPEAKER:
T now call on the hon. membher For
Burgeo — Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GTILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Howr, hear!

MR. GILRERT: -

( had occasion on Tuesday of this
week to ask a question to the
Minisler of  Transportabtion (M.
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Doyle) concerning the resignation
of three members of the Ramea
Ferry Commission, and [ was not
satisfied with the answer.

He said they had resigned for
parsonal FPRASONS . T Look the
frouble, when I received a copy of
the lettaer, which they had sent Lo
the minister, to phone these
gentlamen and T Ffound thai indeed
it was not personal reasons, but
they wanted Lo be nice. TF the
minister had taken the time to
phone them he would have found out
exactly what the problem was and
why they resigned.

Mr. Speaker, the resignations were
offerad because . Lhese three
gentlemen Felt they were being
made scapegoats for the Department
of Transportation. The govermnent
would not listen to bhe
recomnendations the Ferry
Commission made. That was the
reason, they would not Tisten.

The Commission had, time and time
again, pointed out that the
continued dncrease in rates on the
ferry between Grey River, Ramea,
and Burgeo W s causing 1T hem
extreme hardship, as the members
thaere raepresenting the department
on the Commiesion in Ramea. They
pointed out the people thal waere
suffering, really, I suppose, the
Firsl  ones, bhe cndividuals  Lhat
were really suffering were bthose
who  had Lo go o Rurgoeo For
medical care, the sick, the dnfirm
and the people on low dincomaes. (t
row cosls eleven dollars for those
people ro go nine miles Lo khe
hospital. there are no facilities
in Ramea for X-rays and blood work
and, as there are a lot of the
alderly people who have Lo have
this on a regular basis as a sort
ofF Lreatment  and service, Lhay
have to use the ferry on weekly
basis. They were very concerned
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abhout the increase in rates.

Then, of course, the people -who
live in Ramea, the people who are
working in  Ramea, they can look
Across on a clear day, M.
Speaker, and they can  see Sand
Ranks Park. It is a bheautiful
provincial park in o Burgeo. he
only thing about 1it, Mr. Speaker,
is it s eleven miles away and For
a man, his wife, and three
children, to btake advantage of the
Sand Banks Park in Burgeo, it
means they have to get Ekheir car
on the ferry, go over, spend the
day, and it costs Ehem Fifky-five
dollars, or for the weekend,
fFifty-Five dollars. They have to
go on Friday and come back on
Sunday . S0 that 1s a prebty heavy
hill to pay just to get off the
island for a weekend.

When the Burgeo road was opened,
there were great expectations 1t
would bhe paved at some time and
people then took trailers and
built cabins along the Burgeo Road
so they could get away for the
mweekand ., So  the people of Ramea
and Grey River wanted to take
aduantaga of this, and bthey have,
but it has just reached the stage
now  wherae ik 1 s becoming too
expensive For them.

Those people on Lhe Ferry
Commission wera taking the Flak
and Lhey had passed Elvie
inFormation on to thae govermnant,
hut they were not gebtting any
results, “o, for Rt PReAason
fFirstly, in frustration, they were
Forced to resign.

The second reason is bLhis Spring
the department cent out Cwo
Schedules, N and 8. Here 1s what
we want the Ferry Commnission to
put  in. You are elther golng o
go on Schedule A or Schedule BR.
Rath those schedules were
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circulated Lo the people of Grey
River and Ramea and they were
Found wanting, Mr. Speaker.

The people were not satisfied
¢ither one of them would provide
the service they wanted. So this
Ferry Commnission and the three
members from Ramea sent in Lo bhe
department a schedule which they
called the peoples' schedule. [
was one recommended hy the people
served by this ferry and could
have been done without increasing
any staff or asking for any extra
vessels to be put on this run.

What they wanted, Mr. Speaker, was
the ferry to go to Grey River on
Sakurday to. pick up people who
wanted to get out for the weekend
anmnd Lo go hack to Grey Riuver on
Sunday to bring people in. This
would have bheon uia Ramea,

The second thing they wanled, Mr.
Speaker, was another run on that
Ferry on Monday to Tleb peocplae do
business.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. GILBERT:

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, they
are ot happy with the situation
and this 1s why they resigned. T
ask the minister to respond to
that.

MR. SIMMS:

Mi Speaker, the Minister of
Tntergovernmental Affairs is going
to respond to the question.

There was a nolice the Minister of

Financea PYIERS supposead o hauva
givern. 1 wonder 4f T can take ten
saconds  to  give the nolice, It

will only take ten seconds.
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AN HOM. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

on behalf of the Minister of
Finance, Mr. Speaker, I will on
romorrow mouve Ehat the House
resolue itself d1nto Committee of
Lhe Whole Lo consider certain
resolutions relating to Lhe
imposition of a tax on warranty
and maintenance agreements and
contracts under The Retail Sales
Tax Act, 1978, (Bill No. 48)

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I
Fhank ©he House for the time.

MR. SPEAKER:
Ihe hon. lha Mirister ofF
Intergovernmental Affairs.

My, Speaker, in response Lo the
hon. member's question, I think it
was  just an opportundity for him to
highlight, and I am sure that
piece of infFormalion from Hansard
will go down to his constituents
in that particular area,

I would like to point out, Mr.
Speaker, and T think it is
opportune to do so whenever we
have +the occasion, in 1978 when
the provincial governmant taok
over and neqokiated an arrangement
to take over the dinterprovincial
Ferry sysbenm around the coast, 1t
picked up what Wa & finally
determined, and what everyone kroew
through a consultant study, was a
seryice wheich RS completaly
inadequate. 7The vessels that were
being used were old and they were
never maintained properly. The
cost  of  someone  travelling from
Lhe dslands to Lhe mainland of the
Proyince were inconsisbent Tach
service cropped up wilh dls  own
rates,

The syshkem of providing Lhe
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services was through a kind of a
system prevalent of an age gone by
and it was almost like a cost plus
system in  that people were given
an opportunity to bhuy a vessel and
given long-term conbkracks Lo carry
out the service and at the end of
Fhe service - and we Found that
out and the Audilor General
pointed 4t out  on @  nuaber of
occasions - when we came to the
end  of  those services, whal we
wound up with was a vessel that
was Fully paid For Dy the
taxpayers through subsidies and by
he people sing Lhis service
through their fees, fully paid for
by the people of Lhe Province and
by the people of Canada. At the
end of the conbtract, Fhe owner
actually wound up with a vessel
which did not cost him a cent, and
alt the same time, made a profit
Lhrough Lthe system. That 1s not
in any way to take away from the
Fack these people were operaking &
business, and that was fine for
the time.

Certainly, Mr . Speaker, as a
result of the study done and as a
result of certain public comments
Lhakt that was not an acceplable
way to proceed, the Province
decided Lo go in essentially three
directions to try and come up with
Lhe best compromise for providing
services., One: Ohviously we had
o cont ilnua Wi th axisling
contracts, and to findish them out
and to evalualte those, as compared
Lo governmend-owned vessels which
would e usaed in the service and
contracted to an operator. The
third option was govermnenl owned
vessels operated by Lhe Department
of Transportation on behalf of the
people in those areas.

Through the records kept over a
bwo—-year period, it was ulbimately
decided the best and most economic
option and the one which provided
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the best service and the most
Flexible service Lo people being
sarved by the ferry system ‘was to
go with the option where the
Prouvuince bought and operated,
Fhrough the department, its ferry
sysltems. This 1s the option we
have gone wilh,

Tn the process of looking at thatb,
as I mentioned in the beginning,
Lhere WA s ) Lrenendous
inconsistency in the fares charged
and  the uvarious services. Thera
was no way of equating the fares
charged on the Rell Tsland -
Portugal Couve run to the ones from
Farewell to the wmainland, or vice
versa, There was just no
consistency. S0 what we decided
to do over a five-year period was
Lo bLry and use certaln services as
a hase and to make sure each of
Lhe services at Lhe end of a
five-year period would be paying
fares comparable to Lthe distance
they travel and the kind of
service.

Just 1in closing, Mr. Speaker, I
wonld Jike to poink out as well,
in that period of time since we
have taken over bthe services, I
think in excess of $40 million has
hean spent, about $23 millicn of
that din acquisition of new vessels
and he b ey ol Farry
terminals and other facilities and
Pt [ s Pramendously Anprovad
service ., There is nolb one service
in Lhe Province which has nolk
improved very dramatically over
what  was  in  existence when the
Prouvincial Government Look ouer
Fhe service.

Trncludeaed in thiat WA S the
opportunity For communities Lo
participate in the planning, Gthe
scheduling, the fare structures
and  obher activitiles concarning
their economic and social life
with regard Lo going bto and From
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Lhe Islands, carrying oub business
and other health opportunities and
so on around the Province.

This has heen a very valuable
exercise. Committees have carried
out their mandate very
conscientiously and have provided
) very valuahle servicea whi b h
regard Lo that kind of &n
operation,

I have no idea why the individuals
resigned. The membher explained
why they resigned, hut other
committees are functioning very
effectively around the Province
and I think for the betterment of
the Ferry services and for the
hetterment of the people of this
Province, and a real credit ko the
Department of Transportation and
Mo they have improved the
inter-provincial  ferry system in
Lhis Province stince 1978,

SOME HON. MEMBERD:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:.
The hon. the wmember for Fogo.

He is not satisfied with Lhe
answer given by the Minister of
Fisheries concerning FADA.

MR. TULK:
Where is khe minister T wonder,
Mr. Speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. TULK:
Gone to kick off his leadership
campalgn, T suppose.

M. Speaker, yesterday [ asked a
question Lo the Minister of
Fisheries concerning the Fish Aid
Development Agency .

Specifically, bthe question had Lo
do wilh why funding has nolt been
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Forthcoming From the Federal
government to help this agency
which seoems +o all of us it this
Legislature to have the right
aims., Tl seems to me ik 1s the
kind of organization that all of
s could suppori, Tt has the aim
of providing food to a Third World
caountiy ar ro A developing
country, and it has the aim of
buying fish From Newfoundlanders.
Now surely those two things go
hand- in hand in Newfoundland.

T understand from the Minister of
Fisheries that, indeed, he
believes that himself and I
helieve he doés. He helieves the
Fish A1d Developwent Agency should
be allowed Lo grow and prosper.
He believes, as [ do, it Ls a good
organization.

Rut there are no funds coming From
Lhe fFederal govarnment., e haar
complaints that this group, the
Fish o Aid Development  Agancy, i
having problems getting the type
of funding it requires Lo at least
cure fish or supply fFish ta
Lhrough that agency.

His fFinal answer to  me, Mr,
Spaaker, and  Hansard will show
this, is when I asked him if there
was  somebhody  din Ottawa who  wAs
blocking the fFunding or if there
Was somebody hera el L h some
interest that might -cause the
Funding to bhe blocked, his final
answer to me was, 'Go ask Brendan
Foley.' As  everybody kinows , I
helieve, Brendan Foley- 1is tLhe
president of  that organization.
Is that correct?

Mr . Foley applied For that
Funcd-ing. Rut, ot course, M
Foley can very well he kept in the
dark far more easily than can the
Minister of Fisheries here as Lo
why he s nol geiiing the Funding
he requires Tor his organization.

No. 18 R2638



I find the minister's answer to go
ask Brendan Foley, besides being a
little bit saucy, which I do not
mind, T eéxpect Lthat once in a
while from ministers on the other
side, bub I Find it a little bit
saucy, Lo use a good old
MeuwFoundland

MR. STMMS:
{isten to Lthe pot
kettle black.

calling the

MR. TULK:

The hon. genileman must know I
admit  that, on times T am  saucy
myself and that s the reason T
expeckt it {from the other side.

Rul. T find it somewhat confusing
o have a minister stand up, a
Minister of Fisheries, responsible
for e devalopmant of Lhe
Fisheries in this Province and who
surely must be able to kalk to the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Siddon)
in Ottawa and Ffind ouk what is
happening, far better than Brendan
Foley can, and who, by the way,
was part of a government 1in 1985
which went around this Province on
a prosperity crusade, I believe,
they called it, so Mr. Mulroney
could get elected, who helped
elect a government that was going
to infldict prosperity on this
Province .

MR . STMMONS:
You wi 1] need more Lhan one
crusade the nexlb time,

MR. TULK:"
Yes .

Who help elected & govarnmani
where we were suppose to have no
more problems as they had wilbh the
Trudeau government . The Minister
of Forestiry, A e kel 5 Fhe
Mimister of Forestry then, he is
now  the President o¢F the Council,
Lhe Government House Leader, he
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went up and tea and crumpets about
a forestry centre and that got
nowhere. It seems that the days
of tea and crumpets must be over
in Ottawa. The Minister of
Fisheries says, 'Now, if you want
information, do not ask me to find
it out From my Federal buddies in
Ot tawa. You go ask Rrendan
Foley . !

But T have & Dbigger concern than
that, and that 1s that T am
wondering, Mr. Speaker - T have a
suspicion and, I suppose, that is
allowad. I suppose 1t s, I am
doubtful these days, but I suppose

it ods allowad.,

AN HON. MEMRER:

Be my quest.

MR. TULK:

Yes, I intend to bhe.

Mr. Speaker, I have a suspicion as
Lo whether in fack Lhere is
somebody around with some interest
themselves in  seeing that this
organization does not prosper.
Now, T suppose that would not be
the case. That is the reason that
{ ask the Minister of Fisheries
the question: Would he
investigake Lhe matter Lo see 1if,
indeed, the Ffact a certain couple
of  gentlemen  raesigned Froin Lhe
RBoard of Directors of FADA on
Saptember 24, 1987, just after the
Minister of Fisheries in Lhis
Proyimnce announced @ herring  and
mackeral subsidy programne -

AN HON. MEMRBER:
What?

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, LUthere are  bwo hon.
gentlemen who resigned f{rom Lhat
bhoard, the member  for Bonavlstba
South and the MP for Ronavista -
Meini by, Conception. I an just
wondering. Is this all
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coincidence? Ts this a
coincidence, Lhe fFact Lhal:  Lhe
Minisler of Fisheries agrees with
a certain” organizaltion being set
up din Newfoundland and, yet, that
saINe organization cannot: get
funding From the federal
governmanl.,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Your time is up.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, I believe I gave away
some time to the hon. gentleman.

Sa, Mr, Speaker, that was the
intent of my question.

How much time do T have?

MR. SPEAKFR:
One minute.

MR, TUILK:
Ore minule. Good
Speakeair,

ruling, M,

Mr. Speaker, bthal was {the Antent
of the questiion. The saucy little
answer that T got back fFrom lLhe
Minister of Fisheries was, 'Go ask
Brendan Foley.'

T suspeck that Mr. Folay doaes not
Ko, but T suspecl that the
Minisler of Fisheries in this
Province does know, as to what is
happening in Ottawd wikh regard to
this very dmportant organization
in Newfoundland. T woeuld like for
lhim Lo he here in the House now to
answer the question.

I would like for him to be able to
Lell us Lf there is anything other
Lhan normal procedure, it there is
something wrong, cindeed, with the
programme +that the hon. gentleman
has  put  Forwared From  FADA  or Gl
Lhere 18 somehody in Ot tawa
hlocking it. =
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MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member's time now has
elapsed. We still have another
gques tion and Lhere s Cwelve
minutes left. The Lime is up.

M, Speaker, where s Lhe Minister
of  Fisheries? I« he going to
answar my quesiion?

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, dif I get what the
hon. Opposition House lLeader 1s
getting at, he d1s asking, 'Was
this adid programme discontinued on
the basis that someone else would
he able Lo gel & henefit From bKhe
need in Africa?!

MR. DINN:
A member of the House.

DR. COLLINS:

He did not refer to who would getb
the benefit, but I suppose Lthere
could ba carbain name s people
might conjure up. You knout,
wilthout any evidence or anything
of that order, people might Just
sort  of  say, Ok, he must be
referring to so and so.' That s
how  rumors  soarl. I an sure the
hon. member really does not wmean
to start rumors.  So [ bthink it is
unfortunate he phrasead his
question the way he did.

The Tthink the facts of the matter
are these:

MR. TULK:
I want my answer. Why has that
organizal-ion not been supporbed?

DR. COLILTNS:
Well, I have to give a little
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background to it. The
organization was trying to break
into a new field for the fishing
industry .’

Traditionally, aid to Lhe Tless
wealthy countries were things like
wheat, barley and perhaps dried
milk and perhaps dried eggs, that
sort  of  stufFfr. In other words,
the agricultural dndustry almost
had &  hamner Jlock on  the aid
industry. The agricultural
industry did quite well out of
aid. T am sure they would prefer
o sell their produce on bhe open
market, in the private market, 1in
the paying markel, but iF you have
a surplus and those other markets
are available 1o you and you can
only get at them through  aid
funds, 1t is not a bad tidea.

Sa, FADA Lried to break into Lhat
market, and I think it was a wvery,
very good approach on kheir part.
Fish, as we know, especially male
caplin, have a very high proteln
content and a wvery nutritional
eFfectk. I think we saw  some
pictures 1in the paper the other
day about what it can do to
children who are undernourished
and so on. So it was a very, very
good programme and I think the
people tnvolued with FADA, Mr .
Foley and others, are to hae
complimented for Etheir humanity,
For their drive and fFor thelr
Farsightedness.

Unfortunately bkhey did not sewm o
ha able, somehow or other, to make
e connection G the Federal
scene, thalt connection having been
taken wup for years and years and
traditionally by the agricultural
industry.

T an albtempt to give Lhen ime Lo
do that, our Department of
Fisheries, our Ministaer oF
Fisheries, helped them out with
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funding. It was not our
responsibility. Ais a Province, we
are not supposed to be dealing
wii. th Forelgn aid. That is
supposed to be a national effort.
But  our Minister of Flilsheries,
rationalizing on the basis, I am
sure, that he was helping out Lthe
fishery, as opposed to helping
foreign aid -« € think thak 1§ &
rationalization that was
reasonable in  the context - that
he would support the FADA effort.
s our means, 1n this Province,
are fairly limited, so we could
not go on forevaer wilh the bhing.

UnfFortunately, by  the time  our
Funds could no longer he expended
in that WAy, the Faderal
connection had still not heen
establishad. T do not bhink the
issue is dead yet. I would hope
avary  one who can  bring pressure
to bear or bring advocacy to bear
on  khe Federal govermment to, In
actual fact, help out FADA and
sinilar organizations like that,
to bring fish products to the
needy world - T am sure they are
every bit as good and even better
Lhan agricultural products — will
make every effort to do so.

I assure you, Mr. Speaker, our
governnent will do so. :

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for
Twi LT ngata, He has a question to
the. Minister of Fisheries
concarning the  shubtdown  of  bhe
fish plant in 8St. Lawrence. He s
not sabisfied wilkh bLhe answer From
the minister.

MR. W. CARTER:

M. Speaker, back din the latter
half of the 1970s, a greal.
disaslter overlbook bhe community of
St. Lawrence. In fact, I suppose,
1 happened belore thab btime, buk
certainly din the latter half of
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the 1970s. The government of the
day decidad to Ly and do
something to help alleviate some
of the suffering caused by the
phaseout of {the wines in that
cowmmnuni iy . Tt was  decided, Mr.
Speaker - I might give credit here
where credit ds due Targely on
the recommendation and wrging of
the Fishery Produacts company - Me.
Gus Ftlchegary, who was a nalive
son of St. Lawrence, had a fFeeling
that maybe a fish plant would work
in the comaunity and would help Lo
fill the wvoid created by what
happened to the mines. In their
wisdom, it was decided that the
Fish plant would be built. That
was, I believe, around 1977.

Fishery Products International
operated the plant until the Ebime
just  prionr Lo when they were
privatized, M, Speaker, in their
anxiety to get rid of some of
these plants, s oINe of e
so-called money losers within
their system, frishery Products, in
@ overy unhealthy haste, rided
itself of the 1. Lawrence plants,
the one in lLawn too, only under
different circumstances, o B
company headed by Mrs. Rose Ting,
who cae into Lhe Province without
any proven track record, to the
est  of any  knowladge, They sold
it plant to Mrs. Ting's company
and gave her a fraas bitle lo Lhe
property For al stated sum  of
money . [ khelieva, the amount, T
am not sure, bhut I bhelieve 1t was
somewhere bhelweaen $1.0, 000 and
$60, 000 .

My Speaker, Fhalt was @ Ltragic
mistake and, of course, the people
of St. Lawrence are now paying for
Lhat mistake. Mrs, Ting should
never have been glven clear  Cikle
or outriaht ownership of that
plant.

TF the gouernment Were S0
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impressed with Mrs. Ting they saw
in har the potential of being a
good operator, then T -think they
should have leased the plant to
her for a stated period to give
her a chance +to prove her metal
and  then, of course, with an
option to buy [t al sowe time in
Lhe Fubture. Obhuiously, ~din  theair
haste to gelt rid of bthat plank,
Lthey made a very rather Lragic
bhlunder. like I said, the people
are now paying for that blunder.

Mr. Speaker, in fact, it was more
than a blunder. I suggest to you,
given the fact this government
owned 26 per cent of Fisheries
Products International with the
Federal gouvernment and the Rank of
Montreal owning the balance, the
remainder, then T  consider what
happened in the transaction is &
betrayal of the people of &St
Lawrence .

That is why, Mr Speaker, I
helieve strongly Lhe government
has a responsibility. For the
minister now o stand in his place
and to wash his hands and say, 'It
is a privakte company and we have
no control over it, there are no
lavers thalt we can usa,' Lhat, Mr.
Speaker, I think is the height of
hypocrisy and again the abdication
of  their responsibility Lo Lhe
people of St. Lawrence and Lawn.
Mr. Speaker, therae are albogebher
in the St. Lawrence and Lawn and
Rose RBlanche and Port aux Basques
operations, by actual count, 1,485
paople.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):

The hon., Lthe member's Utime is up
hecause we only have three minutes
JeFt and we are running aboub  Lwo
minutes over, I am sure he would
want the minister ro reply and we
are going to give him a couple of
minukes Lo reply.
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MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, can we stop the clock
at 5:007 T see no reason why T
should bhe denied my full seven
ininutes. .

MR. SIMMS:
Has I e
minules?

hon. memher nad Five

MR. W. CARTER:
We accommodated the hon. minister.

Do T have five minutes?

MR. SPEAKER:
You have about another minute left
on the five.

MR. IW. CARTER:
Well, we accommodated the House
Leadear .

Mr. Speaker, [ repeat my charge of
a momenl ago: What the government
has done dn Sk, lLawrence  1s  an
oulright hetrayal of the people of
thatt community, T think the same
thing now 1s shaping up 1in the
districk of the hon. the member
For LaPoile (Mr. Mitchell), where
1,485 people are seeing their
livelihoods go down the drain by
virtue of this government's
actions. That is why I think they
have a responsibilily to do
something and to do something and
do it now.

It is no good to say we have to
wa ik until  we  can  negobiake a
willing buyer, a willing seller
Lype of scenario. Me Fact of bhe
matter 4%, Mr, Speaker, Llhey can
acquire possaession of  that plant
ol IfF they cannot do it on a
willing basis, then dntroduce Lhe
legislation where the use of il
can he expropriabted {or  a sbalad
period and then sit down later and
negoliate & praoper  purchase  [rom
Mrs Ting, without jeopardizing the

[

rights of creditors who now have
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mortgages and liens on that plant.

MR. SPEAKER: .
The hon. member's time has now
elapsed.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, T am concluding.

MR, DINN:
Your Ltime is up.

MR. W. CARTER:
The government has a
responsibility.

MR. DINN:
You have had your five minutes,
now sit down.

MR. W. CARTER:

Why do bthey not acl on it instead
of hiding behind the fact that
they have no rights Lo do anything
with the plant except sil back and
allow it Lo deteriorate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. SIMMS:

Tt ils agreed bthe c¢lock will stop
at H:00 1in  order to give the
minister bime.

MR. SPEAKER:
Tk is so agreed,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T would just Tlike to say, Gn
behalf ofF Fhe Minister of
Fisheries, he 1s presently on his
way Lo the Burin Peninsula For
Furniction there this euvening. 1
just  want  to  correct  the hon.
gentleman on a few statements.
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When this deal was struck back
during the restructuring, Mr .
Ting's WAS the only proposal
submitted " to purchased the St.
Lamwranca Fish plant . She hadl
overwhelming support from Lhe
comnunity of St. lLawrence Lo bhe
degree, on one occasion, where a
Targe number of residenlts went Lo
the Town Hall to show support for
har an e proposal. The
of Ficial position of the Town
Council of St Fanirence was Lo
support Mr. Ting's proposal. I
know that because T asked aboul ik
in the chambers of the Town
Council office in Sl lLawraence
because I only wanted to support
what the council and the people of
the town wanted Lo support. There
was overwhelming support for Mrs
Ting at the time, Mr. Speaker.

It is wonderful to be able to look
back two years 1into bhe past, but
Lhe situation dis, 1f Mrs Ting had
not operated the plant for the
last two years, there would bhave
baen a Tlovely blue building on the
point 1in St. Lawrence with no one
employed.

What has happened, of course, 1is
very, very unforlunate and we have
Mavae heen trying o deal with it
the government and  particularly
bhe  Cabinet  commitbes  headed by
the Minister of Fisheries. Tt has
nol been an easy  situation. My
Ting left the Province again
Monday auaning ) go  bhack Lo
Ontario, I talked Lo her on three
ocecasions  yesterday, as  lalte as
ten o'clock last night, to try and
negokiate an arrangement with her
whereby we could open the plant in
Stk Lawrence wibhin the next
number of days.

When I Ffinished talking to her
last night, she agreed ko send
correspondence  to me today, by
noon actually, wikh conditions we
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would scrutinize and see 1f there
was a possibility to get another
operator in under -~ a lease
arrangement. She told me she
would  pul all  the conditions in
correspondence. I received the
correspondence  aboul  four -thirty,
but there are no conditions. Thatl
is the kind of thing we have been
dealing with since 21 April. Il
has heen  Lotally impossible  to
deal with.

You are +told one thing on one
hand, and then when you get what
you thought you were getting, it
is not Lthere, That is what we are
trying to deal with, a velry
JgifFficult problem.

T Lhought.  last night, when I
finished talking to the Tlady in
Ontario, we would have conditions
today government could “consider
ancd maybe would allow us to have
someone else 1in operating probably
early nexbk weak,

That has nolk transpired and T have
got to get on to her again after
the House closes to see 1F I can
reach her 1n Ontario and see if
she will put: on paper tie
conditions she stated verbally
hacause, as you &1 know, whan you
are talking Lo someone, you neag
something on  paper in  order
wrap vyourself arcound it and gelt or
wilth Ihe business, T has hean
very, very Frustraling Far
gouvairnmaent .

T just want  to reiterate, there
was  overwhelming support 1in St.
l.awrence far Mrs. Ting hack a
couple of years ago whean she
bought  the plant. The officlal
position of Lthe people and Lhe
Town Council was support For Mirs,
Ting, Evergreen Invastments abt the
tlmne, an Lhe provincial
govaernment and the fFederal
government, who are able Lo speak
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for Fhemselvues, only supported

what the people wanted.

For two years, things were great;
up to last September and October,
things were greatl. We saw more
people employed in St LLawrence
Lhan we had seen at Lhat plant,
ayan under the awnership of
Fisheries Products, and for longer
periods of Elmne.

We are doing the best we can, Mr.
Speaker, under very difficult
circumstances. The people, of
course, have shown great patience
lo date. We are in constant
dialogue with members of the union
and bhe council and obther
interested citizens of the town.

T really thought today we would
have somelthing we could probably
get some agreement on within a
matter of hours, but that has not
Lransacted, once again, because of
the reluctance or the blocking of
Mirs. Ting in this whole affair.

MR. TULK:
What was her last position?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Her last position in essence was,
well, T asked her would she be
willing to enter dnto a lease
agreement either with govermient,
who could then sublease to someone
@lse who might be interested, or
to enter 1into a lease agreement
wilth another operator so we could
get on with the business.

She indicalbed last night she would
do that, she would give me the
condiltions of Lhe amount of rent
or lease she would want per
month, She wanted cartain
protection for Lthe assels 1in case
of  damage  or wear  or whakever,
She was going to put all of that
in wretting Ffor me and she has not
done it
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TF she had done that, then we may
have been on with the business of
twanly -fFour/Forty-eight hours = of
having someone gelse in there
hecause, as well, there has been
interest from two or three
concerns willing Lo operate, butb
she dis ¢till the ocuner, and that
is the problems thabt we have.

MR. WEILS:

Would the minister consider
proposing conditions to Mrs. Ting?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, I am going to contact her
now, in light of what has happened
since 4:30 p.m., with the telex
Lhalt: has come in, and kry to reach
her in Ontario and see if s¢he will
agreas Lo some  Eiings. Again, you
really need 4t din writing, you
Ko,

MR, STMMS:

Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The  hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS.:
Tomorrow we will be doing points
of privilege and legislation.

On mobtion, the House at its rising
adjourned until tomorrow, Friday,
at 10 a.m.
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