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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Oorder, please!

When we adjourned the House last
night at ten o'clock, I had some
doubt in my mind as to how we
should proceed today. I will just
quote part of Standing Order No.
8. "Mr . Speaker shall adjourn the
House without question put,
provided that all business not
disposed of at the termination of
the sitting shall stand over until
the next sitting day when i1 will
he taken up at the same stage
where its progress was
interrupted. "

I was not clear in my mind whelther
we should carry on exactly in
debate today . In other words,
that the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition would immediately carry
on the debate or whether we should
have our ordinary daily routine.

I looked up the precedents of the
House and I found three that are

appropriate. I have left out the
Wednesday ones bhecause it is
Private Members' Day and
different. The ones I found, if

hon. members would 1like to take
note, are: 1977, May 9 and June 9;
and 1970, April 27. When the
House adjourned at eleven o'clock
on the following dates, May 9 and
June 9, 1977, and April 27, 1970,
the next day, 1in every case, the
routine Orders of the Day were
gone through before the debate was
resumed, and in no case was the
debake started immediately.

So for thal reason I Feel that
what we should do today 1s get
into the routine business, and I
call for Statements hy Ministers.
Then I will c¢all the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition to resume
the debate that we had last night.
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Statements by Ministers

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation.

Minister of

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
Mr . Speaker, I am pleased Lo
announce Lo the hon. House of

Assembly today a 1list of projects
valued al $26.5 million

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

— to be publically tendered by my
department over the next few weeks
for highway upgrading and paving
throughout the Provuince. Mr .
Speaker, these transportation
improvement projects will bhe
carried out during the 1988
construction season. They will be
funded under the $100 million ERDA
Enrichment Agreement signed with
the Federal Government yesterday -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

— as part of our Newfoundland and
Labrador Transportation
Initiative.

So, Mr. Speaker, we are moving
quikte expeditiously indeed to get
these projects out so that they
can be completed this construction
season.

The projects to be tendered are as
Follows:

1. The upgrading of a 20 KM
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section of Trans-Labrador Highway

from Churchill Falls towards
Wabush.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

2. The construction and paving of

Penetanguishene By-pass, in St.

John's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
21, Resurfacing and improvements

Lo intersections on Route 210
between Red Harbour and Marystown.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
4., Paving St. Bride's to Branch,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

5. The upgrading of Point Lance
Road.

6. The paving of a 12 KM section
of Burgeo Road.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:
Burgeo?

MR. DOYLE:
Burgeo Road.

MR. DINN:
Sure the member is against that.

MR. DOYLE:

7. Upgrading and paving Route
205, Hillview towards St. Jones
Within.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. DOYLE:

8, Paving Route 204 from Little
Heart's Fase Lo Southport.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
9., Pav-ing Route 420  and 421
towards Jackson's Arm and Hampden.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

And, Mr. Speaker, a part of our
longstanding commitment:

10. The upgrading and paving of
Roddickton towards Englee.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:

Sure he 1s against the agreement,
MR. DOYLE:

M~ Speakar, the amove named
projects, represent a <significant
increase in  kthe Gtotal amount of
highway upgrading and paving to he
carried oul in the Province this
year under the Federal/Provincial
ERDA Agreement, In the Fall of
1987 projects valued at $34.6
million were announced under this
agreement and what we have

announced today will total $61.1
million under the ERDA agreement.
The projects to be carried out are
spread throughout the Island
portion of our Province, as wall
as Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
This demonstrates a strong
commitment on the part of

government to provide a safe and
efficient network of secondary
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roads in the Province. In
addition to these projects, the
$40 million in provincial projects
previously announced, amount to a
total in excess of $100 million to
be spent on highway -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, near!

MR. DINN:
How come the Premier is not gone
down to Government House?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. DOYLE:

T am sure that membhers opposite
will want to hear that again just
in case they did not get that
Figure. In excess of $100 million
will be spent on highway upgrading
and paving throughout the Province
this present year.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

The employment to be generated by
this construction activity will be
substantial and the benefits will
he felt in virtually all parts of
Newfoundland. Mr . Speaker, the
agreement signed with the federal
government on June 20, 1988 dis for
a fifteen year period and in the
months and years ahead I will be
announcing to the House of
Assembly many additional projects
to be undertaken in future years.

The Newfoundland Transportation

Initiative includes three major
road improvement packages. The
projects which I have just

announced form only the beginning
of a $100 million enrichment of
our present ERDA agreement. Ouver
the next four years many areas of
the Province will benefil. From
road improvements from that
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particular agreement.

We have yet to conclude the
precise projects which will form
part of $235 million agreement for
upgrading regional trunk roads.
However, Funding will begin on
that agreement very sQon, Mr .
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, we shall continue our

progress in upgrading the
Trans—-Canada Highway to national
sktandards . While none of Lie

projects I announce today Farm
part of the Trans-Canada Highway,
I fully expect to be placing
hefore Uthis llouse on an annual
basis an additional $405 million
of work as a result of the new
Newfoundland and Lahrador
Transportalion Initiative.

Just to give members opposite, Mr.
Speaker, same idea of the
expenditures which government will
be undertaking in the fifteen-year
life of that agreemant, there
will, as we dndicated yesterday,
be an $800 million funding package
announced by government which will
be spent over the next fifteen
years. There dis currently $86
million remaining in the present
ERDA agreement.

Based on a minimum of a $40
million provincial expenditure
which the government makes
available each year through 1its
roads program, over a fifteen-year
period that will amount to $600
milldion and will total $1.5
billion which this government will
be undertaking, Mr. Speaker, as
part: of its transportation
initiative.

Add to that the other agreements,
over and above the railway that we
will be negotiating with the
fedoaral government during that
fifteen-year period, and you have
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a package of funding which will be
take the people of Newfoundland
and Labrador dinto the 21st Century
with a good transportation system.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILRERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray D'Espoir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the
minister acted so quickly on the
agreement signed yesterday. I am
sure the peaple have suffered
during the years who have lived in
those areas where they needed
those roads paved,. But I wonder
if the price we are paying ftor it
is going to be worth it.

There dis old expression out in
Placentia Bay: "I wonder dis the
shot going to be worth the powder".

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:

When it really boils down, what we
have here 1s a s+ituation where we
are selling the railway to get
these funds to do the secondary
roads agreement. In other words,
we had to sell something to get a
secondary roads agreement.

In the three years since I have
been 1in this House, we have been
promised a secondary roads
agreement, Mr. Speaker, and the
price we had to pay will have to
be checked out in time as we have
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now concluded a deal din which we
are going ko close the
Newfoundland Railway. As far as
my figures are concerned, very
quickly it looks this $100 million
thakt we are talking about, well
that dis $63 million from the
faderal govermnent, the $405
million I am not quite sure as Lo
Mow fhat dsz going to be spread,
and then +there d1s another $235

million that is Lo come sometime
in Lhe future, of which $147
nillion of that is coming From the
feds. So what we are talking

really, T suppose, is  we  are
talking about $235 million we have
sold our railway for.

I am glad we are going to have a
secondary agreement and are going
to have some of these roads paved
since we have waited a long time,
but the thing I would bhe more
interested hearing the minister
say 1is, 1instead of announcing all
of those projecks he 1is supposed
to be announcing over the next
fifteen years, T would much rather
if he was going to tell wme that
there was an agreemenl in place to
be able to maintain those roads
once they were in place. That is
the question I ask the minister,
I would say your problem is going
to be maintaining this road, Mr,
Speaker, rather than the
announcements of upgrading.

I would not worry too much about
making the announcements if I were
the minister. The only
announcement you should make over
there 1s to <call the election,
then we will see houw the
announcements are going to be made.

SOME 11ON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East. :

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, the whole matter of
the statement by the minister
today confirms my own reaction to
the deal as 1t was announced
yesterday. What we have 1is the
government of the day taking a
very serious issue, namely, the
dissolution of the operation of
the railway, and turning it into a
political campaign. The minister
today comes in and confirms that
the whole context din which the
deal was struck yesterday was to
give tLhe government of this
Province more discretionary
authority to spend monies for
political purposes.

The way the Pramier and other
ministers and other members of the
governmant: are appauding the
announcements and the promise of
more announcements of this kind to
come just shows the essential
purpose of the deal struck by the
Premier yesterday was to begin
re—election plans and to begin
spending money paving roads all
across the Province.

I do not think, Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Transportation or the
Premier should take a whole lot of
pride in making an announcement
and striking a deal with the
federal government yesterday on an
issue everybody din this Province
takes very, very close to their
hearts, and to see that the whole
resolution of our historic rights
to protection of our
transportation needs have been
resolved in a very political way.

I +think the minister today has
confirmed that the actions of the
government are simply designed to
pave roads with the intention of
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winning votes, but I think the
people of the Province are not
going to respond so warmly and in
such a happy fashion as all the
ministers across the way are today.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased
today Lo table the annual report
of the Canada - Newfoundland
OfFfshore Petroleum Board for 1987
- 1988, as 1is required pursuant to
The Atlantic Accord Implementation
Acts. The report covers a period
from April 1, 1987 to March 31,
1988, the second full year of the
Roard's operation.

Highlights of the Board's Report
are as follows:

The federal and provincial
Atlantic Accord Tmplementation Act
were simultaneously proclaimed on
April 4, 1987;

Operations offshore were at about
the same level as last year with
five new wells spudded and two
previously drilled wells
re—entered and evaluated;

An exploration well was drilled in
the South Whale Basin in 1,577
meters of water - a Canadian water
depth record;

Four significant events occurred,
including one rig fire which
caused dnterruption of operations
but no injuries or significant
eanvironmental effects;

A call for bids on eight parcels
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comprising 258,141 hectares was
issued in March, 1988 with closing
to be on September 28, 1988; -~ Mr.
Speaker, this is a very
significant event 1in the life of
the board and of offshore
developments offshore here because
we are very interested, of course
both governments are, and this
government in particular, in
seeing the kind of interest thatl
we get from this c¢all for bids of
e@ight parcels, 258,000 hectares,
recognizing, as most hon. members
do, and those people familiar with
Lhe industry, that these land
sales are occuring wvery close to
the White Rose discovery. So we
will be Jlooking with a great deal
of dinterest as to the level of
interest in these hids in
September which, of course, will
stimulate additional exploration
activity off our shores, given
that the bids will be assessed on
the basis of how much the bidders
will be putting 1into the activity
offshore, so that we can expect
and anticipate evern now that there
will be an idncreased 1in activity
as a result of this sale. The
level of that 1increase activity
will await as to who will be the
successful bidders on those eight
parcels of land.

The total discovered resources
Offshore Newfoundland were
estimated by the Board, al -0 per
cent probability of occurence, to
he: 0il, 1.229 million barrels;
Gas, 4 billion cubic feet; and
Natural Gas Liquids at 214 million
harrels.

Also during this past year draft

guidelines for preparation of
development planned applications
were prepared and a consultative
process commenced with the

industry over these guidelines for
the development plan.
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And a computerized  Shotpoint
Location System Was put into
operation hy the Board.

As has already been, I think,
previously announced, Mr. Speaker,
and T would just like to highlight
it again now for hon. members
information, the Board is
proceeding with the building of
our core storage shed there, I
think it is in the O'lLeary Avenue
area, which was a very dimportant
component, both symbolically and
in real terms. Right now a lot of
the core drilled offshore and
which 1is used for examination s
stored on the Mainland.

One of the provisions of the
Atlantic Accord was that the core
of fshore Newfoundland had to he
stored in Newfoundland and
industry and academia who wanted
to do studies and assessment on
the core then would have to do it
in Newfoundland.

They have brought land and called
tenders for the building and it
will he finished this Fall and
then we will see, before the end
of this year, all of the core
material from way back 1in the
1960s, when the drilling started
first in Newfoundland right up to
now, will come back Lo
Newfoundland and all new core
drilled offshore will remain in
Newfoundland and industry from all
over the world and academic people
will have +to come to Newfoundland
in order Lo do their assessments.
That is a small, bhut symbolic
benefit that we already see fFrom
the Atlantic Accord, as we do in
the operations, of course, of {he
Offshore Board itself.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
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Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The han. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr Speaker, we will have an
opportunity to see the report,
read 1it, and then address the
contents, We do not know what is
in it so it 1is a hit difficult to
deal with it now.

I am just a little bit confused by
the suggestion that the operations
of fshore were at about the same
level as last year because it
seems to me that last night's news
reported that they were down 39
per cent. I do not know which 1is
accurate.

AN HON. MEMRER:
This 1s accurate.

MR. WELLS:

Well, I do not know which 1s
accurate. T cannot determine
which 1is accurate, but I will
check it to see.

Whether the development of
Hibernia 1is announced in the next
few days or not, I hope

exploration continues because, of
course, the economy of
NewfFoundland benefits greatly from
the offshore exploration activity.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) is very dimportant.

MR. WELLS:

I think it probably will. The
economy of this Province benefits
greatly from exploration

activities, so I hope that that
continues at a reasonable pace.

Unfortunately, the policies of the
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present federal gouvernment are not
as conducive to exploration as
those of the previous government
bt still it is going an,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

I would alse like to support the
Premier's comments about what he
calls a small but symbolic gesture
of having the cores stored in
Newfoundland. I share his view.
I think it is dmportant that they
are, in fact, stored here and
accessible to persons interested
and who have a need to see them
and access them here. I think
while it may be symbolic and there
may be some indirect benefit, but
I +think 4+t 1is significant and I
support the Premier's comments 1in
that regard.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast.

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, we welcome the
publication of the report by the
Petroleum Board but would take the
opportunity to say to the Premier
that, in view of the agreement
signed with the federal government
yesterday in which we have given
up our highway without any
guarantee of financial return in
perpetuity, that the Premier
should not, 1in the same fashion,
for political purposes, run to
strike a deal with the consortium
to develop Hibernia and to forego
earnings and revenue this Province
has a right and an obligation to
ensure that we collect over the
years, whenever the development
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occurs.

We would not want to see,
especially in light of the
difficulties that are going to be
created on the fiscal capacity of
this Province, because of the
moneys we have given up on the
railway deal, we do not see this
government do the same thing, run
to strike a major development deal
on Hibernia for political purposes
and to throw to the wind the
rights we have waon, in parit
through some of +the good efforts
of this Premier or this government
over the vyears, to  secure our
revenues whenever the development:
occurs.

If that happens in the next little
while, the Premier can be assured
his political future will indeed,
with these two deals, be put 1in
great jeopardy.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Oral Questions

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

In the arrangementk announced
yvesterday, there was an
announcemant: of an assistance
package for employees. That, of
course, s good, to take care of
the employees who will be

resulk of the
There was

displaced as A
closure of the railway.

also éan assistance package
announced for two particular
municipalities, Bishop's Falls and
Port aux Basques, Mr. Speaker,
what about the other
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municipalities that will be
significantly adversely affected
hy this, Whitbourne, Clarenville,
Gander, Grand Falls, and Badger? A
town like Badger.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Get your facts straight.

MR. WELLS:

You may laugh at it, but Lthe
Tiktle bFown of Badger will lose
fourteen jobs, which 1s one-third
of what Rishop's Falls will lose.

Mr, - Speaker, my question bto bthe
Premier 1s: If the govermnent is
arranging $7 million For Bishop's
Falls, which will lose Forty-five
jobs, why did they not arrange $2
million for Badger, which will
lose fifteen jobs?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, there are various
ways the governments could have
gone about this business.

Obviously the Leader of the
Opposition does not agree with the
way we went about it. In

assessing the economic impact, not
only the number of Fjobs lost hut
the economic impact, with the
facilities tCthat are available in
Port aux Basques andl the
facilities that are available in
Bishop's Falls, the work that they
did relative to the railway, we
thought it dmportant to really put

our money where the greatesl
impact was going to he, and that
is 1in those two communities. Even

now the town of Port aux Basques,
as T understand it, are not happy
with the ¢$7 million allocation
that khey have, But we thought
that it was important to highlight
Lhose two communities, in
particular, because, as wWe assess
it, the impact there will be much),
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much greater than it ds in any
other part of the Province. If
you stark splitting it down, T
suppose, you get all the way down
to one job fFfor $50,000, if there
is one community somewhere in
Newfouncdland that loses one job.

Nolt only that, of course, but you
have people who work with the

railway who live in other
comnunities that do not
necessarily have a railway
presence. Do you also provide

some money to that community,
because that person no longer has
a job? VYou see, 1t dis a difficult
proposition. We did what we think
is the wisest and most prudent way
to spend the money to help those
communities which are going to
have absorb largest impact. We do
not apologize for that. We think
e did a reasonable Jjob, Mr .
Speaker.

MR. WELLS:
4 supplementary, Mr. Spceaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker, there is also a
significant group of employees who
worked Ffor many years with the
railroad, alheit it seasonally,
who have 1in fact not had any work

this summer because CN or
TerraTransport has heen
implementing this agreement now
for the past two months. There

are some 155 seasonal workers.

Why was there not some provision

made for those 155 seasonal
workers who will be adversely
affected by this as well?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.
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PREMIER PECKFORD:

There 1is provision for seasonal
workers Lo be compensated under
this plan.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Would the Premier tell the House
what that provision is?

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

I cannot tell exactly what 1t is
because it will be negotiated with
the unions, and we have
communicated this to the unions.
The two key areas that we zeroed
in on in the final weeks of the
negotiations were both employees'
compensalion and towns '
compensation areas.

The $70 million-plus that will bhe
spant: on the workers!
compensation, part of the plan
includes allocations through
negotiation with the union for all
of the seasonal workers, M.
Speaker.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the memher for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, Jjust to pursue this
line of questioning to the
Premier, the impact on Port aux
Basques will be, I submit, more
devastating than on any other
community, including Bishop's
Falls. Where 1in Port aux Rasques
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the Jjob loss dis in the order of
200 from TerraTransport and Marine
Atlantic, 1in Bishop's Falls it is
of the order of 45, Plus the
fact, I submit to the Premier, the
port of Port aux Basques 1is being
downgraded through the
expenditures on Argentia, and the
transportation dindustry will not
have the same c¢lout 1in Port aux
Rasques that 1t had before the
agreement was signed.

I ask the Premier, then, assuming
that the amount Ffor Bishop Falls
of $7 million 1is adequate, does he
feel thab the same amount was fair
for Porlt aux Rasques, or 1s he
about to review thalt or prepared
to take it under review?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Premier.

PREMTIER PECKFORD:

M, Speaker, the hon . member
confuses the matter somewhat. Let
me say that the Opposition, by the
way, in a resolution some months
or some weeks ago, did not even
have anything in their resolution
for the towns or the workers -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
- and now they are standing up as
great guardians of the workers and

the towns 1in the Province. And
their resolution, which no doubt
they laboured over for weeks

heforehand, did not even 1include
anything to do wilth workers or the
towns .

Now this agreement that we signed
yesterday covers the railway. We
are now assessing whether in Fact
it will have any dmpact on Marine
Atlantic. As I understood it from
yesterday, I do not know where the
200 figure comes from, it was my
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understanding we are talking about

forty or fifty, maybe auen
fifty-four in Port aux BRasgques as
it relates to the railway. And

there 1is some suggestion now that
there may be thirty to thirty-five
as 1t relates to Marine Atlantic.
We will he assessing that
additional dimpact, when and 1if in
fact it does occur. We know when
the fifty-four dis going to occur.
It is going to occur over the next

three months . Wa nave Lhat
identified, and it was Ffor that
reason  we responded  through the
agreement Ffor $7 million. We are
now assessing whether in Fact
there will he additional negative
impacls Upon Port AUX Rasques
relative to Marine Atlantic, and
after ithat assessment 1s done we

will decide whether, in fact,
additional efforts should be made
in the Port aux Basques area.

MR. SIMMONS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon . the
member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

The Premier is right in that the
figure for Marine Atlantic in Port
aux Basques tends to be different
depending on who vou talk to. I
believe khe mayor used Lthe figure
of up to 200, including the
f1Fty-four in Terra Transport.
Another individual dindicated to me
that Marine Ntlantic fiqures would
be comparable, so about fifty.
But whatever the Figqure, I am,
first of all, pleased to hear that
that is heing taken under review.

I put the Premier back to his
response to Lkhe Leader of the
Opposition where he said the Jjob
Toss s not directly related to
the economic dmpact, and that was
the brunt of my first question.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member is making a speech.

MR. STIMMONS:

I ask the Premier: Given the
econamic devastation this will
wreak 1in Port aux Basques, 1s he
prepared to have the amount of $7
milJlion reviewed with a view to
pushing it upward somewhat?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

The other problem you have to
remember in this is when you look
at $7 million, you know, $7
million can go a long way if it 1is
used wisely. I know that there
are towns or individuals around
that - if somebhody gave me ten
dollars and gave somebody else ten
dollars, perhaps the other person
could realize out of that ten
dollars fifFty and I might be only
able to realize twenty, because
they are more aggressive and more
innovative than I am. So let wus
not Jose sight of the Fact that
there is a $7 million till there
in Port Aalx Basques nouw  for
economic diversification and for
job creation.

The question, as I said 1last
night, is: How many jobs can $7
million realistically create in
the Port aux Basques area over the
next couple of years? It could be
very, very substantial.

I have already answered the hon.
member. We are looking to see now
exactly what the dimpact is as it
relates to Marine Atlantic, and
once that 1is done then we will
assess whether, in fact,
additional measures need to bhe
taken or not.
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MR. SIMMONS:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPREAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon,
the member for Fortune - Hermitage,

MR. STMMONS:

With respect to the Premier's
unclertaking in  relation to the
Marine Atlantic people, what will
be the mechanism now? Will any
additional costs here be funded
under the railway agreement, or
will the pool of money have to he
split in more ways now 1if we
introduce the extra fifty people?
How will the funding be found in
the event that 41t dis determined
that these people ought to be
compensated, too?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

We will consider that and decide
in which vehicle we will do that
if, in fact, we do it,

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
Fasi:..

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In view of Lthe agreement made
yesterday, I would like to ask the
Premier a question 1in recognition
of the many questions facing the
communities affected and the

individual workers, and in
particular the concerns with the
workers .located in St. John's. I

would like to ask the Premier, now
that the company has been given
three months to negotiate a
special assistance package with
these workers, if that means that
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the Province has given up any
responsibility for the eventual
resolution of the position that
these workers find themselves in?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Obviously, the hon. member has not
done his homework at all, as most

hon. members opposite have not. 1
am sorry to have to take the timne
of the House on this. Your

Honour, I am at your disposal as
to what you want me to do. In my
statement yesterday, which T think
everybody on  hoth sides of the
House had a copy of, T go into
great detail about the whole
quesition  of  compaensalion  as it
relates to the workers. I am just
looking for the page 11 1is on
here. I can read it to the hon.
gentleman or T can just refer him
to it.

MR. LONG.:

The question 1s he does ha not
have any further involvement.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

"The Province's prime concern
has, from the outset, been the
welfare of communities and

affected by the
railway closure... In our view the
agreement provides sufficient
funding for a fair, reasonable and
equitable settlement for all
existing railway employees. The
details of this settlement are to
be negotiated with the employees
in the coming weeks. I want to
assure railway employees today
that the Province will be taking a
keen inkterest in these
negotiations to ensure that the
workers' dinteresks are an integral
part of the overall +dnitiative.
T, myself, and Mr. Croshie have
pailid particular attention to this
point, and we have met with Mr,

employees most
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Ron Lawless. We have been assured
by Mr. Lawless, as I am sure he
will assure you when he speaks,
that not only will CN meet all of
the requirements of the collective
agreement We will be keeping a
close watch upon the negotiations
of these special benefits to
ensure that the interest of the
Newfoundland unions and and the
welfare of the Newfoundland
workers is protected.

"Pursuant to this the Government
of Newfoundland and Labrador
believes that if this d4s to be a
true NewFoundland package fFor Lhe
full Dbenefit of the Newfoundland
workers then local union leaders
must play a key role."

We actually pushed ourselves into
the situation hefore this
agreement was signed and said to
CN we want a guarantee that local
union leaders will be dinvolved in
the negotiations of this package
and not Jjust the national union
leaders, for which WG got a
guarantee, so our local union
people will be involved. It
should be centered in Newfoundland
and negotiations should be taking
place here, which 1is going to be
agreed to.

"Because of the importance of the
this aspect of the compensation

package, the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador has
requested" - We have asked and CN

has agreed. We have gone through
both the departments responsihble
for CN, as well as CN themselves -
that we bhe kept apprised of the
progress of these negotiations."

So we are going to keep a watching
brief on these negotiations to
ensure that the package that dis
negotiated is a reasonable and
fair one to all of the workers in
the Province, -including Lthe ones
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that the Leader of the Opposition
mentioned earlier, the seasonal
workers.,

MR. LONG:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
n supplementary, the hon. the
member for St. John's East.

MR. 1.ONG;

[ appreciate the time the Praemier
has talken Lo aduise everybody of
the commitment Lthe Prouince has
given to maintaining some kind of
monitoring role in these
negotiations. But it is exactly -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, my supplementary
question concerns precisely the
role that the Province has
committed itself to. In

particular, will the Premier give
an undertaking that the government
will be making representation Lo
the company to address
specifically the critical point of
negotiations, which i1s going to be
whether employees are obliged for
their end to exercise Ihe opilion
of moving outside of the Province
in ordaer Lo protect their rights
under the collective agreement?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is
really out of touch. I hate to
say that, but he is. The union
leaders understand where CN 1s
coming from and what the package
is all about. It is going to he a
very, very lucrative, generous
package to the employees. And a
lot of the material that the hon.
member is now asking questions
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about is going to be dealt with at
the table, and was yesterday. We
met with the unien leaders, with
Mr. Lawless and Mr. Croshie and so
on. They inderstand the
parameters in which they are
dealing, and T think we will feel
pretty happy as the negotiations

continue. There will be various
things there, whether they move or
not:, or can st11 stay, and

continue to have their rights in
Newfoundland or continue to get
early retirement benefits as well
as pension henefits, andl the
like. Rut that 1is detail, that
will now be worked out at Lhe
table and we will bhe kept dinformed
as to how that moves along. So I
would rather not dget dinto every
piece of the puzzle that has to be
put together by both sides. But I
assure the hon. member that we
will be keeping a close eye on the
situation. And the union leaders
are no fools in their own rights,
they know what they are about, and
I am sure that they will ensure
that a good package is negotiated.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N final supplementary,

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask

e Premier, as a final
supplementary on the same general
issue, if in view of the

experience at the Moncton shops in
the last nunber of years and the
difficulty the employees and the
company there have had in dealing
with and applying the collective
agreement to those conditions,
will the Premier give a commitment
that if at the end of three months
there is no resolution bhetween the
workers and this company, because
of the difficulties in which the
employees are invited to move
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out-of--Province to protect their
rights, that the government of
this Province will play a role 1in
ensuring that there is, indeed, a
special assistance plan, put in
place for +the workers of this
Province to allow them to stay
here in this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Hypothetical, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speakaer, to the Premicer. In
his statement to the media
yeskerday on the railway, Lhe
Premier stated, 'We have sought

and obtained asstrances of a
continued commitment by the
fedaeral govermment meaeling our

future transportation needs .’
Conld the Premier tell bthe House
what specific assurances they have
received in this regard? Has the
Province gotten these specific
assurances 1in writing, and 1is the
Government of Canada legally bound
by these assurance now, and eight
years from now?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
There are ongoing memorandums of

understanding betuween the
Government of Canada and the
Government of Newfoundland for
ongoing regional economic

development initiaktives, dncluding
transportation, Mr, Speaker, as
Fhere have heen in the past. 50
there will be ongoing ERDA
agreements, as T said last night,
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on roads, on agriculture, on rural
development, on forestry, and on
nining. Roads 1s very much a part
of that. As a matter of fact, of
all our regional economic

development agreements, the one
that has more money in it than any
other 1is the roads agreement. It
was before this railway agreemnent
was signed. There was $186
million, or whatever it was. S0

there are agreements in place, or
memoradums or understanding,
between the two governments signed
by Order in Council by both
governments ensuring ongoing ERDA
agreemants for road rehabilitation
and paving and so on, on into the
next century, Aas Ehere are For
other regional aconomic
development Anitiatives in mining,
forestry, rural development, and
agricultural saclors of the
@economy .

MR. FUREY:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
memhber for 3t. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, to the Premier again.
Could the Premier tell us, with
respect to the reopener clause
eight years from now, 1if there
happens to be two divergent
opinions with respect to this
clause, if Canada takes position A
and Newfoundland takes position Z,
what security is there within this
reopener clause that Newfoundland
is not going to take a royal
screwing like they almost did
under Term 297

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PRFEMIER PECKFORD:

UVery hypothetical, M, Speaker.
Coming from a bLiberal who did not
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have reopener clauses, I am amazed.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr . Speaker, is the Premier
telling The Province t+that under
this reopenelr ¢clause that he
negotiated fhere 1s no security
for this Province? Eight years
From now 1if  Canada says, "Your
roads are on par with the

Maritimes,' that is 1it, it is all
over, Lthere is abhsolutely no
security for the Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Is that a question, Mr. Speaker?
I do not know. The 1last phrase
was, "There is absolutely no
security for the Province.' I
understand that 1is a declarative
sentence and not a question.

One would think, ™Mr. Speaker, that
in the normal conrse of events it
will be easy Lo determine, through
Factual examination of the state
of the roads in Newfoundland, the
Trans -Canada and Ihe regional
roads and all the rest of it, that
there will not be a disagreement
over fact as to whether there are
two miles of Four wiles or ten
miles. That should be pretty easy
to determine.

To construct an argument like the
hon. member did, as a premise to
his question, that suddenly there
would be somebody in Ottawa who
would be saying, 'There are four
miles paved,' and there would be
somebody in Newfoundland says,
'"There are two miles paved, '
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insults the dintelligence of any
homo sapiens.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
- Kenmount.

MR. GUILLAGE:

A question to  bhe Pramier, Mr.
Speaker. The press releases state
Fhat railway lands throughoul Lhe
Province will bhe eventually
transtoerred Fram the facderal
government to the Province, but
there 1is¢ no menbion of when Uthis
is going to take place and no
broakdown of the $5 million, which
we assume might be legal and other
costs of doing the transter. Butk
could the Premier explain when in
fact these lands will be
transferred and what comprised the
$5 million?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr . Speaker, all the questions
that have been asked are 1in the
tdocuments . T do not understand
hon. members opposite. Read the
documment:. Please read! Read Lhe
document. The document 1is here
For reading. That 1is covered 1in
here. There will be a committee
established immediately - LEhe CN,
the federal govermient and
olrsalues - which will then
negotiate the dispersal of the
assets, That +ds why there 1is no

time in there. There are a lot of
physical assets, 1in addition to
just a track and a right-of-way,
in St. John's and Bishop's Falls,
those two main centres in
particular, so you cannot give a
time for it where we are going to
sit down with a committee
representing the three parties and
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work out a timetable for doing
bhis . What does CN naeed to
continue dits ongoing operations
here, what it s they do not need,
especially as it relates, for
example, to St. John's and
Bishop's Falls. It will be easy
to do the roadbed, because CN will
not need that any more, So there
is going to bhe a schedule
established by this committee and
as that schedule 1is established we
will be announcing it and the time
frames 1in which the various assets
will be taken over, But that 1is
all covered here in the booklet,
Mr . Speaker,

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr ., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Waterford Kenmount ,

MR. GULIAGE:

M., Speaker, the Premier appears
to be saying that there 1is nothing
concrete right now. We have towns
and c¢ities throughout Ehe Province
affected adversely with employment
heing takaen away , lands and
properties being taken away, and
no details. -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GULLAGE:

Will the Premier give some detail
as to exactly what 1is happening?
And what lands and properties are
involued and where they are
located in the Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREFMIER PECKFORD:

All of the railway lands +in the
Province, all the things that the
CN owns in ©the Province are dgoting
to bhe examined and the need
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identified by CN of what they want
to keep, and then the rest will he
transferred. And from time to
time, each monkh or two, we will
he 1in consultation with some of
the municipalities that will be
affected. We will be sitting down
with  them, where 1t is in &
municipal boundary. Where it is
not, and it 1s Jjust on Crown land
or whatever as a right-of-way, we
will be announcing the orderly

transfer of these assets. Rut
none of the assets will bhe
transferred unless parties who

have some +interest in those asscts
are consulted bhefore any final
decisions are made. So we want to
do this on an orderly basis,
Ehrough a commitbtbee that will rnow
be established as 1is called for in
the Memorandum of Understanding
relevant to the agreement.

MR. GUILLAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
Lhe member Ffor Wakerford
Kenmount .

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr . Speaker, can the Premier
explain whether or not this
comnittee that 1is going to be
struck will dinclude representation
From the many towns and the couple
of cities 1involuved? Given the
fact that these lands, the lands
in particular cutside of the
roadbeds 1in question, lands within
their boundaries and near their
boundary, that can be developed
for either business or industrial
use, can the Premier explain
whether or not these cities will,
in Fact, have some of these Tlands
and buildings transferred to them
rather than just transferred to
the Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I have already
answered that in my previous
answer, that the municipalities
involved will be consulted on the
matter. Obviously, if there 1is a
business interest there, we are
eager to pursue 1t. If there is a
tourtism interest thaere, e are
eager to pursue it

rirst of all we have got to get
some  legal bthings done, and an
identification of what it 1is that
we  are going to bransfer, becalse
there are certain assets that CN
will s+111  want  to  hold on to
because they are going to try and
increase their freight market
share 1in  the Province through
their trucking and water modal
systems. Rut we 1intend to, as we
said yesterday, as I said in
answer to the preuvious question,
as I will say again now, that that

process will be under way,
municipalities will be fully

involved, business who want to
take over some of this property
and develop a business, in
whatever type of business 1t may
be, that is what we welcome and
that is what we want Lo see happen.

Our first dinitiative must be Lo
establish a committee to gebk the
ball rolling and then everybody
will be consulted and involuved to
ensure that +the assets and roads
and everykhing else that happens
will be for the benefit of all the
Province  and the nunicipalities
involved.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.
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MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, my dgquestion is also
to the Premier. Given the fact
that the railway is now gone, the
question on top of all people's
minds is what about the future of
highways in Newfoundland?

T would ask Fhe  Premier, very
¢learly and very sensibly, gilven
the Fact lhak he had baen
portraying himself as The Fighting
Newfoundlander, why would he sign
an agreement with the federal
government with no provision in
the contract for the continuing
maintenance of the highway system
in Newfoundland?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

I am delighted +to answer that
question. I am absolutely
delighted to answer. I mean, when
Mr. Smallwood was doing his drive
in 1965 with all this 90-10 or
95-5, money then, which is now
50-50 and 60-30, and 60-40 and so
on, where Was the maintenance
agreement? Who looked after
maintaining it.

MR. SIMMS:
e Minister of Labour.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

The Prouvince looked after it, Mr.
Speaker, And the better thae road,
the less the maintenance. This is
a roed herring of the First order,
about a maintenance agreement .
Where was the maintenance on the
Argentia Highway when they gave up
the branch line to Argentia, to
Placentia, Mr. Speaker. Where was
the maintenance agreement?

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

You gave it up!
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PREMIER PFCKFORD:

No, Lhe tLeader of +the Opposition
gave it up. There it is there in
this letter. The lLeader of the
Opposition gave it up,

MR. DAKWE:
The TCH was buillk to replace the
passenger service.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Yes. The TCH was huilt to replace
the passenger service was it?
Where Was the maintenance?
Nowhere!

MR. SIMMS.

The Minister of Labour nas
responsible in those days for
that, for maintenance.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, this dis the reddest
of recd herring.

MR. EFFORD:
Answer Jt.,

PREMIFER PFCKFORD:

T ain answerting i, The bhetler the
road, the less the maintenance.
We will have less maintenance on
the Burgeo Road next year, because
twelve miles of it 1is Lo bhe paved,

than we had this year, Is that
clear to the hon. member For Port
de Grave? Does he understand
that? We will have less
maintenance on Lhe road from

Roddickton to Englee next vyear
because it 1is to be paved this
year,

MR. DOYLE:
The ratio is four to one,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Four to one d1is the ratio, the
Minister of Transportation says.
So it i1s not a question of a
maintenance thing. That htas
always been the responsibility of
provinces, in  the same way as
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provincial governments over the

years have negotiated ferry
agreements, You are late coming

to the table +iF you are going to
make the argument on maintenance,
hecatse you should have made the
argument years ago when you talked
about all the Fferry systems Tthat
we took over, because the federal
govermient built Ethe wharves to
the Island and to the mainland and
then Lhe Province operated the
ferry system, in the same way as
they have built landing strips in
Labrador, Liberal Governments and
P.C. Governments 1in Ottawa, and
then the maintenance contract
became Lthe responsibility of the
Province. The precedent was set a
long time ago 1in obkher parts of
Canada as well as in Newfoundland,
when the passenger service wWas
given up and the TCH was built in
the beginming with no maintenance
agreement.,

We are very pleased, Mr. Speaker,
o be able to  gelt  our roads

upgraded and paved SO our
maintenance cosls  will he less

than they are now. That s what

g5 going to happen. The
Trans—-Canada maintenance, the
durgeo Road maintenance, the Plum
Point Road maintenance, the
Bonavista Highway maintenance, all
of that maintenance cost will he
less because of what we aid

yesterday.

MR. EFFORD:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the
hon. the Premier, two wrongs do
not make a right. In the past
agreement there were two modes of
transporiation, and today there s

No. 60 (Afternoon) R3339



only one.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

I would ask the Premier: Given
the fact that there 1is going to bhe
less maintenance bhut we are still
going to need money For
maintenance, will the Premier tell
the people of this Province where
the money 1is going to come from
For wmaintenance, which he tells ns
is going to bhe less, but
mevertheless there is going Lo bhe
maintenance required?

MR. SPEAKER:
Fha hon. bthe Premier,

PREMTER PECKFORD:

T am very sorry to see that the
member For Port de Grave would
attack his leader that way.

MR. EFFORD:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member For Port de Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, it 1s clear that the
Premier does not have an answer to
the question, lLet  wme ask the
Premier, given the fact that we do
not have any money for hospitals,
we do not have any money for
education, we do  not  have any
money for maintenance now, where
is  the woney going to come from
when all that has to be Jooked
after, ancd the maintenance of bkhae
highways, too? Where is the money
going ko come from?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMILER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the
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member for Port de Grave 1in thnis
House has not realized that $600
million is going into health care
this year.

MR. EFFORD:

And beds closed!

PREMIER PECKFOQORD:

And the hon. member just said that
there was no money going into
hospitals this year. Now, 1f he
wants to play around with $600
million Tike that, be my guest,
That is just not so. Where we did
we find the wmoney after the 'Drive
in, 65'7 Where did we find the
woney  after bhe Argentia road was
upgraded and we had to maintain
it ? We Find it oulr of general
revenue, and now we will have to
Find less because there are hardly

any new roads, except the
Trans -Labrador  Highway, in Lhis
package. They are all existing

roacds on which maintenance costs
are very high, and with them bheing
upgraded we will reduce
maintenance costs. So, if
anything, Mr. Speaker, we  will
save maintenance money because of
what we did yesterday.

MR. SIMMS:
re 1is the argument they used to
get their roads paved, sure.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

A1l the members opposilbe, when
they get up with their petitions,
say, How stupid 1is the Premier and
the Minister of Transportation and

Lhat governmeni over bthere? Do
they not realize that if they gave
the money For paving from

community A +to community B, it
would not cosl yon so much next
year on maintenance?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
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That was that lovely argument that
you used. "How stupid are you
over there! You are bheing
fiscally irresponsible to allow
this road not to be paved hecause
you  can  save noney. ' T can seae
the hon. member for Ronavists
Morth (Mr. lush) getting up and
giving us a Jlecture on that. I
can see him doing 11, because, Mr.
Speaker, it makes all kinds of
sense and why does the minister
not see the raltionality of my
argument?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

If they gave Oscars in Ihe House
of Assembly he would be a legend
in his own wmind, no doubt, Mr.
Speaker.,

However, my question 1s not for
the posturing Premier bul to the
Minister of Transporlation. In
his skatement Loday priorilty one,
I would take it, since 1t is
nuinber one in his statement:,
indicated that tenders will be
called for the Ltwenty kilometer
section West of Churchill Falls on
the Trans -Labrador Highway. n
the ERDA Enrichment package
towards the end, he indicated that
there were two sections, that
particular twenty kilometer
section, plus the upgrading of the
portion between Happy Valley-Goose
Bay and Churchill Falls - even
though it says access to Labrador
West it means Churchill Falls, and
keeping in wind that you cannot
tell a prospective contractor what
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to bid, can you indicate what
portion of khat $19 million would
be allocated to the twenty
kilometer section, and Ehereby
tell me what is left for the other
part?

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
e hor. Lhe
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

First of  all let me say, Mr .
Speaker, I am sorry the hon.
gentleman could not Join mne
Saturday on the road between Goose
Bay and Churchill Falls, because I
did a 1little tour of dit, as a
matter of fact, with my colleague,
the member for Torngat Mountains
(Mr. Warren). Mr. Speaker, the
portion right now that we will be
upgracding, that twenty kilometer
portion, will be from Churchill

Falls  toward Wabush. T heligve
the hon. member is asking how much
maney  will be allocated. Well,

Mr. Speaker, I cannot really say
right now to the hon. gentleman
how much money 1s going to he
allocated on that contract.
Tenders will be called, hopefully
within khe next three or four days
- it could be in the paper
Saturday, as a matter of fack -
and two weeks from then we will
krnow what the bids are. We are
not in & position right now to say
whatk that kwenty kilometer section
is going to cost, it is dimpossible
to put a figure on it. I suppose
I could get some dinformation for
the member based on what other

contracts for other twenty
kilometer sections <c¢ost on that
road. There might be some

indication [ could give him. But
I surely cannot give him any
indication now  as Lo what  the
contract is going to come in at
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and what the tender will be
awarded at. That 1s something we
are going to have to look at.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed.

MR. KELLAND:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Naskaupi.

MR. KEILLAND:

Just a point of c¢larification in
mny point of order, in Lhe
response to my first question, Mr.
Speaker, the minisiter indicated he
was sorry T did not accompany him
up to the Churchill Falls road on
Saturday. I dinvited the minister
to go up on Friday.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KELLAND:
on a point of
Speaker.

privilege, Mr .

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of privilege.

MR. SIMMS:
Sit down when the
standing.

Speaker is

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.

MR. KELLAND:
That is a cheap shot, Mr. Minister,

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Public
Works and Services.

DR. TWOMEY:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I wish to table in this hon. House
answers to three questions asked
by the hon. member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir, gquestions 105, 186,
and another question asked in
camera.

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

T wish to table answers to written
questions posed by the hon. member
For Menihek (Mr . Fenwick);
questions Nos. 148, 149, 150, 151,
152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158,
159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165,
166, 167, 168, 169, and question
No. 170, all of which were the
Saune questions ko all the
ministers. I have preparad a
response on their bhehalf.

Orders of the Day

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

As hon. memhers know, the
Government House Leader calls Lhe
order of the day, and the
particular item that we are
dealing with today was called by
the hon. the Government House
Leader yesterday. It was
adjourned hy ne at eleven
o'clock. So I will now call on
the hon. the Leader of the

Opposition to continue on third
reading of "An Act To Amend And
Consolidate The Law Relating To
The Use And Operaltion Of Vehicles."
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The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, when we adjourned
last evening I was talking about
the impactk on our highways
throughout this Province of the
closure of the railway. T was
talking about alternatives that we
can use to avoid that:, and

expressing +the view that there
were constitutional alternatives
which the government has 1d1agnored.
This government, which used to
proclaim our constitutional
rights, have now chosen to say
they no longer exist,

The simple fact ds, Mr. Speaker,
they do exist. They are written in
Term 31. The Premier talks about
the legal opinions he had, and he
tables something that he calls a
synopsis or an excerpt, bhut I have
not yet seen a legal opinion. I
understand legal opinions have
been written, but I have yet to
see them. It has not been tabled
in this House, What was tabled
here was a sham or a pretence for
a legal opinion. It was not the
legal opinion of a lawyer who had
looked at it in the constitutional
sense. 50 when the Premier talks
about legal opinions, I would like
to see them.

Now, Mr. Speaker, looking ak Term
31 - this dis not Jjust my opinion
alone, this dis the opinion of a
great many other lawyers with whom
I have spoken about the provisions

of this term - when this term was
written, they were dealing with a
particular situation, how to
provide for transportation in
Newfoundland. We have to remember
that at that time, Mr. Speaker,
there were no roads in
Neuwfoundland. The transportation

Newfoundland was the
Railway and the

system 1in
Newfoundland
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Steamship and Marine Services
around the coast. That was our
total transportation system, with
the exception, perhaps, of a road
around Conception Ray @nd one
bhetween Bishop's Falls and Grand
Falls and one between Corner Brook

and Deer Lake . That was
essentially 1it. Other than that
there were no roads in this
Province. So  that 1is what Lthe

peaple who negotiated the Terms of
Union and who went to Ottawa Lo
get the position of the federal
government waere negobtiating at the
time.

They talked about how this would
bhe integrated. For example, Mr.
Speaker, when the federal
government responded to questions
raised by members of the National
Convention as to what the position

was with respect to
transportation, here 1is what thaey
said, here is their written

response,

MR. J. CARTER:

May I pose a serious question?

MR. WELLS:
A serious question afterwards, hut
I am going to finish this first.

Their serious response was that
Lhe +wo commitbees agreed that a
committee would he struck to
examine and report upon problems
involved in the dintegration of the
Mewfoundland Government Railway

System with the existing
transportation Facilities in
Canada.

Now that 1s what they were doing.
They recognized that one of the
fundamental responsibilities of
the federal government was to
provide for this nation a national
transportation system. If hon.
members will reflect back for a
moment on their history, they will
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remember {halt that was the reason
that this country came into
existence in the first place,
primarily to provide a
transportation connection amongst
the colonies, and that was their
primary activity for the first
twenty years or so  that the
Government of Canada existed.
That was their primary objective
and this was recognized at the
time.

Mr. Speaker, here is the position
taken by the federal government as
contained in a memorandum from the
Assistant Secretary Lo the Cabinet
to the Secretary of State for
External Affairs with respect to
the railway. "In the event of
union T think 41t would be almost
inevitable that in the course of
time the railway would become part
of the government-owned system
since we now provide a
governmental transcontinental
system covering all provinces and
could scarcely make an exception
in the case of one."

Now, Mr. Speaker, they can no more
make an exception for Newfoundland
in 1988 +than they could make an
exception in 1948. They could not

walk away from their
responsibility to maintain across
this Province the national

transportation system that ties
the country together from British
Columbia to Newfoundland. They
could not do it din 1948, and they
can not do it in 1988.

There d1s a constitutional right,
it is provided for. It may not be
technically, specifically, ideally
worded, but it is clearly provided
for, and no federal government
worth 1its salt would walk away

from it And wWe have Mr .
Mulroney's word for that, "that
they would honour Hit," he said,

except that this government was so
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anxions to get 1its hands on a few
paltry dollars that they sold our
hirthright, they sold our heritage
down the drain for it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

There were other examples, Mr .
Speaker. Here, for example, 1s an
extract from a memorandum written
by Lthe Assistant Secretary to the
Cabinet to the Secretary of State
For External Affairs, Mr. Louils
St. Laurent, and talked about the
capital expenditures that would be
necassary to maintain and operate
the railway in Newfoundland.

Another one, Mr. Speaker, this one
dealing with the question of
debt. Hon. members will remember
yesterday I spoke about debt, that
it was the debt of NewFoundland in
respect of the railway that drove
it dinto bankruptcy din 1934, and
with the program provided for in
this agreement For the
transportation system will be &
debt that will drive this Province
into bankruptcy 1in the future if
we allow it go ahead on this basis.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the extra debt
will come from building the roads
we will need in the future to take
the freight and traffic that the
railway would have carried had it
been left in place and operating.

DR. COLLINS:
You do not believe the figures?

MR. WELLS:
No, T do not believe the figure of
fourteen trucks. You would have

Lo be an idioct to believe it.

Here is another exerpt, M.
Speaker, talking about T the
alternative Financial arrangements
with Newfoundland. This 1s an
No. 60 R3344



extract from a memorandum by
members of the Interdepartmental
Committee on Newfoundland, which
was a comnittee made up of members
of the federal Cabinet. Here 1is
what they said about the railway.
"Tt 1is suggested +that assumption
of the railway éand steamship
services would be justified on the
ground that it was nerely the
exltension of Lhe coast—-to-coast
transportation system to Lake care
of the needs of a new province."

That is what they were doing with
Term 31, that 1s what Term 31
reflects. That ds what it really
means, that the federal government
did For NewfFoundland what 1t s
doing for every other province of
this Canada, maintaining within
the Province of Newfoundland the
Newfoundland portion of the
national transportation system.

Mr . Speaker, I Jjust ask hon.
members to listen carefully to
these words. Here 1is what the
Government of Canada was saying
that it meant to them at the time
that 1t was neqotiated. "It 1is
suggested that assumption of the
railway and steamship services
would be justified on the ground
that it was merely the extension
of the coast—-to-coast
transportation syshktem to take care
of the needs of a new province."

Now, Fhat  1is what the Federal
government should have done,
assumed responsibility for dit, and
that is what they were, 1in fact,
doing.

Merae are other articles, Mr .
Speaker, that deal with 1it, other

memoranda written by Canadian
representatives which indicated
the manner in which they saw it at
the time. Item 2 in this

particular one written 1in August
of 1947: "Canada was to take over
and operate the railway with 1its
steamship services . " Another

L3345 June 21, 1988 Vol XL

memorandum dated August 13, 1947:
"Canada to take over the
Newfoundland Railway and its
associate steamship services and
operate them in a manner no less
serviceable to the Newfoundland
public than at present." Now,
that dis how they viewed their
responsibility at the time, Mr.
Speakaer, anel Lhat is  what is
reflected in Term 31.

Here 1s another one where they
creatod a special sub-conmiblbes of
the two delegations meeting in
Ottawa to deal with this dssue.
Here 135 the task they gave the
sub-committee: "To bring together
information on the Newfoundland
Railuway and Skteamship Services
with a view to enabling the
Canadian representatives to
examine the problems that would bhe
involved, in the event of union,
in the integration of the
Newfoundland Government Railway
and Steamship Services with the
Canadian transportation system."

50 all they were doing Was
integrating that into the national
transportation system and
recognizing that it was nothing
more than discharging, for Lthe new
Province, the pational obligation
to provide For the national
transportation system. Now that,
Mr Speaker, I say clearly
indicates the proper construction
to be placed on Term 31 of the
Terms of Union. When they talk
about:  taking over and will, as
from the date of union, relieve
the Province of Newfoundland of
the public cost incurred in
respeck of each system taken over,
namely, "the Newfoundland Railway,

including steamship and other
marine services." That 1is what
they were talking about, Mr.
Speaker, :

MR. J. CARTER:
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Would the hon. member permit a
question?

MR. WELLS:
A brief question, vyes.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:
I appreciate that the Leader of
the Opposition has yielded for a

moment, and I will be very
brief. I think he 1s making a
good argument. I think his

arguments are sound, as far as
they go. But I well remember in
1949 it was quite unthinkable that
freight would he moved other than
by rail or by water, quite
unthinkable. The large,
heavy-duty trucks, the so-called
super highways, were not euen
conceived, let alone builk. Nour,
if this was still 1949 or even
1952, you would he right.

MR. WELLS:
That 1is not a gquestion,

MR. J. CARTER:
But you are wrong, because -

MR. WELLS:

The hon. member can make  his
speech later. That 1s the last
time I will yield. That 1is not a
question but a part of his

argument, and he can make it when
he speaks.

Nou, Mr. Speaker, that is clearly
what Term 31 was intended to do,
intended to achieve, to reflect
those arrangements and those
proposals. The government which
maintained that position at one
time suddenly does a reversal when
it wants to do this deal and get
its hands on some money. And Lhe
Premier explains it by saying, oh,
well, I was only practicing a
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deception at that time. That 1is
what he satid, 'T was only
practicing a deception at Lhe
time. Tt was political
posturing.’ That 1is what this
Premier does, political posturing.

Mr. Speaker, 1if you want to get
technical and argue that there 1is

no obligation to operate the
railway, that is technically
correct. I have never suggdested

there was. Anyhody who looks at
the Liberal position stated
clearly over Lthe last number of
months knows that the obligation
ig to maintain within Newfoundland
the Newfoundland portion of the
national Lransportation systaem.
and if that is best done by
highway, okay, let it be done hby
highway . It does not have to be
railway . But it does not din any
manner diminish the constitutional
obligation ko do just that,

and furkthermore, 1if you want to
just get technical about it and
look ab +he technical words, Uhe
Province could take over and
operate Fha railway, on the
technical words, and send the hill
for the deficikt to the Government
of Canada, because the Gouvernment
of Canada has unquestionably
undertaken to relieve the Prouvince
of Newfoundland of the cost
involued in the operation of it.
That could be done.

DR. COLLINS:

Are you advising that?

MR. WELLS:

I do not recomnend 1it, but 1t is
stupid to abandoned constitutional
rights. It is silly, Mr. Speaker,
to abandon constitutional rights
and in order to  present this
package to the public pretend that
we have no rights under Term 31.

That is clearly wrong,
demonstirably wrong. e rights
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are there,

Mr . Speaker, that is not my
opinion alone. It was an opinion

that was expressed by Premier
Peckford before. It was an
agpinion that was expressead
recently by Prime Minister
Mulroney, who said in August,

1984, "A Progressive Conservative

Government will support el
continue Lo operate the
Newf oundland Railway ., " Was he

practicing a deception too? Was
that just political posturing?

MR. TULK:
It could be.

The then Deputy Prime Ministeaer,
the hon. Erik Nielson, was asked

about this 1in 1986: "Will the
Deputy Prime Minister assure us
that since this task force

recommend the abolition of this
railway, the government will live
up to its election promise to the
people of Newfoundland and keep
that railway?" Here 1is what the
Deputy Prime Minister said, "Mr.
Speaker, what the Leader of the
New Democratic Party is exposing
is his dgnorance of the Terms of
Union between the Government of
Carnada and Newfoundland. Clearly
all that the Prime Minister was
saying 1in that speech that was
quoted by the hon. gentleman was a
reaffirmation that this government
intends ko honour the Terms of
Union hetween Canada and
Newfoundland, and that is one of
them." What 1s 1it? To continue
to operate the Newfoundland
Railway? Now that 1is what the
Prime Minister thought of 1t -in
1984 and that is what the Deputy
Prime Minister said in 1986, Waere
they practicing political
posturing and deceiving too?
Clearly there 1is a constitutional
obligation, recognized by
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everybody, that has heen
abandoned, sold out by this
government to provide it with some
money to run an election din
desperation because they know what
is going to happen when the next
election is called.

DR. COLLINS:

That is all water under the
bridge. Tt has nothing to do with
the dissue at hand.

MR. WELLS:

Tt has a great deal to do wikh the
issue at hand. What the
governmeant ig doing 1s

transferring and continuing to
transfer Lo MewFoundland, and this
is where my concern comes in - the
financial burden that the federal
government undertook in 1949,

Because, Mr. Speaker, vyou have to
bear in mind that din 1949 there
were 2,990 employees on the
railway and another 761 employees
in the steamship services a total
of 3,780 employees for which the
federal government took
responsibility. Today there are
642, and that dis the extent to
which the burden has already been
transferred by allowing the
railway ko deteriorate and
allowing diversion of traffic Ffrom
the railway onto the highway, and
it is this Province that is
carrying the burden of paying the
people who would otherwise have
maintained the railway but  now
have to maintain the highway. So
the burden has been transferred to
the Prouvince by that means and
Lhis government: has Failed to
enforce those rights, failed
miserably to enforce those rights,
and now they say they do not
exist. Those words meant
something, they dealt with a
factual situation that existed and

continued to exist, and the
government has abandoned the
No. 60 R3347



constitutional
sold it out.

right, :hey have

The real problem, too, M.
Speaker, s nok Jjust maintenance
costs. Fuerybody recognizes that
maintenance cosk 1s & provincial

responsibility. The building of
highways is a provincial
responsibility, the maintaining
and operating of therm is a
provincial responsibility, but,

Mr. Speaker, the point we make is
if you are going to abandon the

railway and increase the
provincial burden with respect to
highways, then it is fair that the
federal government, which had
responsibility for the railway,
should take that burden as well.
That is why we say kthey should pay
the capital cost of twinning the
highway and the additional costs
of maintenance made necessary as a
result of the twinning. Not the
basic maintenance cost but the
additional cost made necessary as
a result of diverting traffic from
the raillway onto the higlhway
system, necessitating a more
extensive system. lhat: 1s what
their responsibility is, that was
what was provided for in the Terms
of Union, and that is what this
government has sold out, clearly
sold out.

The statement that was issued
yesterday indicates that they
expect it 1is going to cost $2.5
million per kilometer to constuct
four-lane divided highway.
Ultimately, that is going to have
Lo be done in this Province
because the traffic is diverted
from the railway %to the highway.
That is what will necessitate it
at an earlier stage than 1t would
ever otherwise have been done, and
when it is, 1if this agreement goes
through as it is now, that burden
will be this Provinces's burden
and that 1is what concerns me. If
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it ds too expensive now for the
federal government to do, what is
it going to be for this Province
that cannot even keep its
hospitals operating properly?
What is it going to be for this
Province where school children
have to go out and raise money sO
Fhe schools can have materials to
work with? That 1s the situation
we are -in.

In the meantime, Mr. Spealker, just
look at the other side of it. The
federal government is heing
relieved of the $40 million a year
deficit on the operations of
Terra-Transport, they are being
relieved of an additional $20
million a year deficit on the rail
section ofF the Gulf operations, so
that 1s at the wvery least $60
million a year. Now, if  the
federal government even continued
to discharge that obligation, and
did nothing more over the life of
the 15-year agreement, it would

require $900 million, which 1s
more than they sold the thing out
for. It clearly indicates, M.
gpeaker, that they have allowed us
to be taken to the cleaners. Not

only allowed us, but T think, Mr.
Speaker, they have pushed us on
the way, and they will never be
forgiven for it.

MR. TULK:
They took us to the pawn shop.

MR. WELLS:
That is right.

While we cannot even operate our
own hospitals and schools, the
Government of Canada 1is bheing
relieved of its responsibility
totally.

Mr. Speaker, before T sit down I
would 1like to address a couple of
points made by hon. members when
they spoke. The Minister of
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Health talked about maintenance
and the cost of maintenance, and
that it is a provincial
responsibhility and the Province
should take the responsibility for
it. That 1s the same minister who
last year, as Minister of Finance,
prostrated himself before the
Government of Canada begging for
money because NewFoundland was in
financial chaos, and the same
Premier who spoke those words,

"NewFoundland is in financial
chaos. We have got to go
cap-in-hand hegging to the
Governmenk of Canada." And  they

do this deal in this way! Tt dis
clearly, Mr. Speaker, short-lerm
gain for long-term pain. That 1is
what ULhey have donae. ey have
reversed M-, Croshie's complaint.
They have imposed on us long-term
pain in order to give them some
short-term gain, and the people of
this Province will not forget it.

The Minister of Health also satid
that +this Province should be the
leader 1in Eastern Canada, because
it has the resources and the
peaple. I agree with him, we
should be the leader. If it were
not for this government taking
office in 1979, we would have been
the Tleader. Up until the time
they took office, even under
Premier Moores, we were Fhe leader

of the Eastern Canadian
provinces. We were drowing more
rapidly, our earned dincome was
increasing more rapidly, our
population was increasing at a
more rapid rate, until this

government took office and they
pult  us back behind everybody in
the country to the point were our
population is decreasing, our
growth 1in earned dincome 1is far
lass than what it s +in any of Gthe
other Atlantic provinces. We are
way behind each and every other
one when we were once ahead of
them all. That is compliments of
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this government, and that Minister
of Health had a great deal to do
with dit, because he was Minister
of Finance for most of the time.
Of course, we should be the leader
in Atlantic Canada, but under that
government, Mr. Speaker, we naver
will be.

The member for SE. John's North
raises the question: Where was the
constitutional right when the
passenger service was abandoned?
That s & good question, so it
deserves a good answer. I say to
him, it was working effectively
and well and provided Ffor us an

alternative, e s
transportation system, This
govermnent has sold {he works wikth
no alternative, no alternative

highway For  the whole railroad.
That dis exactly what they have
done.

MR. PATTERSON:
You sold yourself, that i¢ what

you did. VYou should be ashamed.
MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, would you ask the
hon. member to get out of the

House, or back to his seat,
operate properly, and abide by the
rules so that T can finish my
speech?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. PATTERSON:

The Liberal party never had
(Cinaudible) until you came on the
scene,

MR. WELLS:

M. Spaaker, wounld you have the
hon. member removed 1if he cannot
control his rubber mouth?

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
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MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to be
able to f1inish.

The constitutional rights were
alive and working well, Mr.
Spaaker, when Fhe passenger
service was abandoned. It had the
affect ofF getting accaeptahle

alternatives, the bus
transportation system. Rut.  this
government has ahandoned the

rights totally. They gave  Lhemn
away 1in Clause 10 (1) of this
memorandum of understanding, and
they gave them away for virtually
nothing, for what we would bhave
gotten anyway had there never been
such an agreement.

T would just 1like to have a few
words, as well, on the Premier's
comments. He says if there is an
obligation to maintain the
railway, how come the government
agreed to abandon the passenger
service? I have Jjust explained
that. We have never maintained
that bthere was an obligalion to
maintain the raillway. It is not
there, but khere +dis an obligafion
to maintain within Newfoundland
the Newfoundland portion of the
national transportation service,
and that 1s exaclkly what was done
by substituting the buses for the
rail passenger service. Tt was a
more effective, a more efficient
means, and they substituted a more
efficient service for the one that
was being abandoned. So it was
working well, and the
constitutional obligation
recognized that, and the federal
government recognized it and
provided for the alternative
service.

He also commented on the Argentia
Branch, and he waved this letter
around, all marked up 1dn yellow,
and all hon. members were shouting
about it.
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Now, Mr. Speaker, let me Lkell you
how fundamentally dishonest this

k. nel of an approach is, how
fundamentally dishonest it 1is. To
hegin with, the letter is a letter
written by the Hon. T . W.

Pickersgill +to Mr. T.C. Douglas on
May 13, 1967, and what it says is
that "dnsofar as the application
for abandonment 1is concerned, it
is heing undertaken principally on
an understanding reached with the
Government of Newfoundland when
the federal government undertook
to pay the full cost of bhuilding a
modern highway from Argentia to

the Mrans-Canada  Mighway . " At
that time, the provincial
government agreed that 1t would
of fer no objection to the

abandonment of the railway after
the highway had been opened.

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1let me raise

several points. First, the
agreement he was talking about was
done in 1965, just for the
Premier's edification, long before
T was auery nedar political

activity or in the Cabinet.

But that does not bother the
Premier; trukh or facl or accuracy
have never hothered the Premier.
TF he wants +to say something, he
just says it anyway. Truth, fact,
support For what he 1is saying has
never bothered him, nor does it
bother hon. members opposike who
jump on the bandwagon and say the

The other thing Lhat the
government at the time did, of
course, was insist that Ottawa pay
the full cost of the road and that
it be done and completed before
there was an application to
abandon - that it be done and
completed before.

As well, M™Mr. Speaker, 1t was a
branch line. Now lelk me tell you
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the rest of the truth, Mr .

Speaker; in fact the Liberal
Govermnent never did abandon.
They persuaded Ottawa to
continue. Do you know when that
branch 1ine was abandoned? In
December, 1986, by this
government, That 1is when it was

abandoned!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

lLies, deception do not mean
anything to them. Pukt on & show,
divert attention when you are

being skung, and  when vyou are
being hurt say anything to divert
attention. It  <coes not.  matter
that 1t is not true. Say anything
you want to divert attention.

MR. PATTERSON:
Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Placentia.

MR. PATTERSON:

CN made application to the Board
of Transport Commissioners in 1966
to abandon the branch line,
providing they would not oppose
the transfer of the South East

Coast Terminal to St. John's. You
were a minister in the
government. You were there, You
are a quisling. You sold out the
railway.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, that dis not a point
of order.

MR. PATTERSON:
That is the truth.

MR. SPEAKER:
To thalk point of order, there is
no point of order.
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The hon. the lLeader of the

Opposition,

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Whatever arrangement was made
between Mr. Pickersgill and Mr.
Smallwood was made sometime 1in
1964 or 1965 long before I ever

Ehought of politics.

But 1n any event, Mr. Speaker,
that dinterjection shows they will
use anything to divert attention
From the reality of what they have
done.

Then the Premiaer talked about the

reopenar clause, bhalt is qgoing to
solve everything. That reopener
clanse 1is an absolute nothing. It

has got about as much substance as
fog. A1l it says s there will be
a review, For what purpose? What
does the Federal government
undertake to do after the review?
Nokhing. nAbsolutely, nothing!

Mr. Speaker, even Term 29 had a
requirement For additional
financial assistance, that the
Federal government would provide
additional financial assistance,
and look at what happened to Term
29 that the Liberals fought so
hard for and the Tories resisted,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Now this so-called review is
nothing. Other than we will sit

down and Took at 1k, there 1is no
obligation to provide one FfFurther

single cent. It is a complete
smoke-screen to divert attention
again. The Federal government
could do with +this the same as
Diefenbaker cldcl wi th Term 29,

which gave Newfoundland nothing,
virtually.
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MR. PATTERSON:
What did the Liberals do with the
I.W.A.7

MR. WELILS:

As the hon. the member for Fortune
Hermitage satid, T Am also

responsibhle for the Trojan horse.

Then, Mr. Speaker, they say there
is no constitutional obligation.
Rut:  look at what Clausa 10 (1)
says.: "The foregoing arrangements
are, however, offered herein by
Canada as a comprehensive
transportation package intended to
address the parties' concern to
provide a full and effective
transportation service for the
Island of Newfoundland Following
the closure of the Newfoundland
Railway . It is offered 1in full
satisfaction of all Canada's
constitutional obligations related

to railways on the Island of
Newfoundland! - 'In full
satisfaction of all Canada's
constitutional obligations,' hut
none exist according Lo the
Premier - Pand Newfoundland

acknowledges that these
arrangements are made For such
purposes, and accepts that when
carried out and performed in
accordance with the provisions and
intent of this Memorandim of
Understanding, they will represent
a meeting, to the satisfaction of
Newfoundland, of Canada's
constitutional obligations related
to railways on the Island of
Newfoundland.'

Now, Mr . Speaker, no Libheral
Government would ever sell out our
heritage and our constitutional
rights in that manner, would ever
abandoned or ever allow the
Government of Canada to abandoned
its constitutional obligations in
that matter, And I am happy to
say, Mr. Speaker, that the Federal
Liberal Party has agreed that as
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soon as the government is changed
in Ottawa and the government 1is
changed here, the two governments
will get together and, Mr .
Speaker, restore to Newfoundland
her constitutional rights under
Tarm 31.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

We will make sure, Mr. Speaker,
Fhat Terim 31 is amended in such a
manner  as to  give Canada the
respons ibility For maintaining
within Newfoundland the
NewFoundland portion of the
national transportation system,
even though it may be & highway.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
It will be made abundantly clear,
Mr. Speaker -

DR. COLLINS:
Would they do Ehat for all
provinces, or just this Province?

MR. WFLLS:
Fyery province whaere the national
railway is abandoned totally, ves.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Fvery province where the national

railway is abandoned totally,
because it is fundamental to this
country that Lhe federal

government maintain an effective
national transportation system.
That is the precept on which this
country was built.

DR. COILLINS:

How would you handle the education
system and having to fund that
also?
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MR. WELLS:

We are not hand-ing over Ary
education system. Any province
that does not want 1t can refuse

it.

DR. COLLINS:
MHow would this be set out to the
Government?

MR. WELLS:

fat dis a pretty weak response.
Indeed, 1t 1s a wvery, very weak
response.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the government
sits din this House and pretends
that they have gobtten a greak
deal. Fight hundred million, they

say, $405 million For the
Trans-—Canada Highway 1in lieu of
the railway . Mr . Speaker, e

would have gotten that much or
morae over fifleen years without
this agreement. We probably would
have gotten more. Over the Tast
fifteen years, 1in terms of federal
funds For rabuilding and
restructurng the highways, we got
more than that without having to
abandon anything. So it is a
nothing, Mr. Speaker, that they
sold it out for. I will tell you
what they sold it out for, the
$100 million that they can use and
announce now to make them Tlook
good for election purposes. That
is exactly what they sold it out
for, $100 million slush fund, and
they sold out Ehe future of the
Province,

MR. MORGAN:
Your time 1is up.

MR. WELLS:

No, it 1is not.

Mr. Speaker, thal 1is bthe reality
of it.

MR. J. CARTER:
The leader of the

Opposition's
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time is up.

MR. WELLS:

T also spoke, Mr. Speaker, during
Question Period about the other
Eowns affected, and  this is @&
serious matter, You cannot solue
these problems hy giving Ltwo towns
some benefit. What about the
other towns that proportionately

are equally adversely affected?
What about those Lownsg? You
cannot walk away from that
responsibility, Mr . Speaker,
particularly not where you give it
to  some. It would bhe easier to

do, and fairer, 1if you provided
none at all, but to provide it For
only two of the towns that are

going to be significantly
adversely affected isg clearly

wrong .

Radger is  one of those towns.
Badger will Jlose a third of the
nimber  of employees that Bishop's
Falls will lose, There will be a
significant adverse aconomic
impact on Badger. The railroad
work crews operate out of Badger
during the Summer and buy their
goods and supplies there, so the
town will be significantly
adversely affected by this, and 1t
is wrong to provide an alternative
For Bishop's Falls and none for
Badger.

I also mentioned seasonal
workars., Nows, nothing is

mentioned din this package about
saeasonal workers, but Lthe Premier
told uws din the House today that
there is going to be some benefit
for them, and I am glad to hear of
that, Mr. 3Speaker. T will not say
any more about seasonal workers
until T hear +1in detail what Eheir
benefiks are,

Mr. Speaker, I cannot sil down

withont saying, in general terms,
this government has bean vary
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shortsighted. They have taken a
look at our long-term interests in
“this Province and thrown them to
the dogs 1in order bto dget somne
short-term benefits. That may be
beneficial politically, but T do
not know know whether they will
benefit politically or nof. That
depends on how desperate people
are for work. The extent o which
our people have Dbeen driven to

dasperation, heyond hau-ing to
leave the Province, they wmight
approve of anything Wit h the

prospect of getting a few weeks
work so that they can put Food on
their lables with & modicum of
respeck and dignity.

MR. STIMMONS:
They are desperate but not crazy.

MR. WELLS:

They are desperate but I do not
believe they are crazy, and I do
not believe our people will be
taken in by this.

Mr . Speakar, in Lerms of its
lasting adverse impact on this
Province, 1t 1s probably the worst
agreement that any government
since 1832 has ever negotiated for
this Province and they ought to
hang their heads in shame. :

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MFEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
Soulh,

MR. MORGAN:

Mr. Speaker, having 1listened to
the last speaker, in particular, T
find it amazing that he would
close with such a negative comment
on such an important dissue. I
listened very carefully to what he
had to say and I 1listened wvery
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carefully to his points of
argument as it pertains to the
Constitution, and I say at the
outset, on reflecting back, I wish
he had taken the same stand on the
Water Reversion Act and the Upper
Churchill recall case, he had used
the same kind of enthusiasm and
the same sense of support for this
Province then as he does today for
the railway. Rut no, Mr. Speaker,
he stood in  Lhe courthouse and
argued against our Prouvince and

against the rights ror waber
reversion in a very articulate and
successful way, unfortunately For

Newfoundland.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

No member of this House can stand
today and look at this whole issue
and say somebody in this House 1is
responsible for the diversion of
the traffic of the railway to the
road, of the freight from the rail
to the road. Look back at 1it, Mr.
Speaker. Transportation is a tool
of economic developmnent anywhere
in the developing countries today
in  the world, and in  our  own

developed country of Canada .
Transportatcion is the tool of
economic development! et me pose
one quesiiaon: Is an  outdated,
narrow gage railway a tool of
econoinic development: in FElis

Province anymore?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No.

MR. MORGAN:

Mr. Speaker, the answer bto that
question 1s quite obvious. It has
not been for fifteen years or
longer 1in this Province, fifteen
years at least. Rack in the days
of the Moores' administration I
served for three years as Minister
of Transportation and at that time
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we could see the demise of the
railway approaching, not by Lhe
government of the day, either in
Ottawa or here, but by the people
who were moving freight din this
Province, from the opening gale to
our Province at Port aux Basques,
or from any other part of our
Province. Who chose to divert?
The people. They c¢hose to move
their freight in a more efficient
way and a more beneficial way;
they chose to move 1t from the
rail to the road, because, Mr,
Speaker, road transportation is a
more @efFective transportation
system.

Today we have a situation where
the lLiberal Party is hurting badly
on an issue because not too long
ago, Mr, Speaker, and  this is
fact, a certain mwember of the
Oppos-ition stoad in a cerlain
public place and said, 'I
certainly hope my roacd does not
gel paved . ' And when somebody
asked why, he said, 'TF it does
not get paved, I am assured of

re-eleckion, U the PCs pave my
road and send down a good
candidate, do you know what s
going to happen? He or she could
get elected and T do not want
that. I do not want my roads
paved . ! They stand in Lthe House

every day and play politics. They
moan and groan and attack the
government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. MORGAN:

My good friend for the Strait of
Belle Tsle should be proud today.
I supported him a number of times
when he presented petitions in the
House asking for road pavement in
the Roddickton - Englee area, He
moaned and attacked the government
saying, 'You are arrogdant. You
will not do anything for us, while
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keeping his fingers c¢rossed that
we would not.  Then along came the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
For abont Five days in a row he
brought 1in petitions asking for
what? Tmprovements t+to the Burgeo
Road. At the same time, he was
hoping and praying we would not
answer the prayer of the petition
of the people, because if we did,
he would be hurt politically.

The Leader of the Qpposition
scored it hone at the close of his
debate today by saying, 'this may
he of political bhenefit to Lhe
government.' That was his concern
right throughout his whole speech
on this new agreement, where we
are going  to  see  $800 wnilldion
spent 1in this Province as result
of yesterday's agreement to take
care of all +the road work in
placas where people haue baeen
eating dust for years, longing and
longing for gravel roads to Dbe
paved. That 1s not going to do
the [Liberal Party any  good, Mr,
Speaker, and the lLeader of Lthe
Opposition is concaerned aboubk that.

For axampla, we mentioned the
Labrador Highway. Tenders were
called today. The Red Bay Road,
the Plum Point towards Englee
Road; Jackson's Arm, Lhe Rurgeo
Road and all these areas - there
is no point going over the list
again - there is no question in my
mind that people 1in these areas
will say, What did we ever get
from the railway in our area? Did
we get johs? A few years ago they
closed down the branch railway on
the Bonavista Peninsula, closed it
down the same way, Mr. Speaker,
they closed down the coastal
service years ago.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:
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The Leader of the Opposition said,
oh, well, there is no point in
using the rail passenger service
as an argument that we have some
constitutional rights here,
because they have replaced it with
an adequate hus system. M~
Speaker, there was an outcry in
this Province from St. John's to
Port aux Basques against bthe bus
system, We had petitions din this
House, voted on unanimonsly by all
members of the House, against the
removal o the ratl passanger
service, bul it was done. Why was
it done? Racause bthere was Mo
constitutional law which said they
st omadntain that service.

MR . STMMS:

Who did it?

MR. MORGAN:
It WAS done by a
Government.

Liberal

We fought it together as a party
and a Province - the two parties.

MR. CALLAN:
No, Joe did away with 1it.

MR. MORGAN:
No, this d1s +the rail passenger
sarvice.

So to argue suddenly that there fis
a change under Term 31 of the
Terms of Union -

MR. SIMMONS:
There is and that is all there is.

SOME HON. MIMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MORGAN:

Mr. Speaker, why was there no
argument when we Tlost our coastal
boat service along the coast of
NewFoundland, hoth the Northeast
Coast and the South Coast, a very
important service which was taken
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away under the same Term? Why
were the Argentia, Bonavista and
Carbonear branch lines taken away
and not replaced?

My good friend over there for
Twillingate, I can see him now
very much opposed and flighting

vehemently as a Member of
Parliament, w i th all

Newfoundlanders hehind him, do not
take away  our passanger sarvice!
It was shown quite clearly at that
ime, and Lhe hon. the member For
Twillingate is aware of Lhis, that

Cherae ML 1o constitutional
argument which could e pul:
Forward Ehat O tauma wot ld
recognize. Rut suddenly, Mr .
Speaker, the leader of the

Opposition is going to argue the
only argument he has to try to
offset this massive spending
program, which +is going to be of
benefit to this government, which
is that there has to be a legal
way under the Constitution to make
sure they maintain the railway.

Mr. Speaker, the dssue ds not
maintaining Lhe railway. Who
wants to maintain it? It is gone!

Last vyear, Mr. Speaker, we were
getting 20 per cent of all the

freight movement in this
Province. Four vyears ago we had
34 per cent, and it has been
coming dowm since the early

1970s. Nobody 1is wusing the rail
s@rvice any moroe,

MR. YOUNG:
NDoes the member for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir use 1it?

MR. MORGAN:

The fact dis the Government of
Canada had a right Lo take over
and relieve the Province of that
public cost, but not ko maintain
it.
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The only argumnent they are using,
Mr. Speaker, ids, Oh, well, fifteen
years down the road when lhey get

this new Mhighway built - I can see
it now, in the next twelue month
per-iod, hulldozers and paving
machines all over {Lthe place, and
all ouer the place on Lhe

lrans -Canada  Highway signs up for
you to watch our for all the
activities,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

Oh, boy! Great! And someone will
say, 'Yes, hbut Mr. Wells, Leader
of the Opposition and Leader of
the ILiberal Party in Newfoundland,
is concerned ahout one major

thing.' "What s that?! "The
movement of dangerous goods on the
highway . ' The movement of

dangerous goods on the highway.

Mr. Speakaer, he -is concerned aboul
the burden on this Province of

maintaining he highway, when
during the '65 Drive, and I recall
it quite clearly - the leader of

the Opposition Party has good
reason ko stay away fron kthe House
when this man stands to speak,
because he 1ds always afraid of
what I am going to say.

AN HON. MFMRBER:
About his salary?

MR. MORGAN:

No, no. Back in the days of 1965,
the memnber was a very prominent
man 1in Western Newfoundland, a
lawyer. Not only was he a lawyer,
he was a very prominent
businessman.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes?

MR. MORGAN:

Yes, idndeed. He w very much

Qr
N
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involuved in  business. T would
say, Mr. Speaker, he was a very
sincecessfnnl  businessman, and nore
power to him. But do you recall
"Findish the Drive in '65%? Do you
recall what we got for the Drive
in 1657 We all saw what we got
for the Drive in '65. We got a

road which is substandard,
second-class, the main reason

being the contractors at that time
were incompetent,

MR. PATTERSON:
And cost-plus.

MR. MORGAN:

And Fhe cost-plus arrangsmnents.
The hon. gentleman should know.
He was involved with a couple.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

oh! 0Oh!

MR. MORGAN:

Oh, yes, a shareholdenr in
companies which were dinvelued in
building the highway in 1965, when
M Smallwood  brought  all Liris
money in,

Mr. Speaker, since 1965, when the
road was fFinished, we have had a
substandard highway all across
this Province, right From Porkt aux
Basques, up until & few years ago
when e were successFul in
arranging major funding for the
Trans -Canada  Highway. Up until
that time, we had a substandard
highway across our Province and,
in most cases, we had to place
restrictions on truck traff-ic.

Mr. Speaker, what T am saying is
we have maintained that highway
since then at a costk ko the
taxpayers of this Province. Now
if we could afford to maintain a
substandard highway, very much
substandard, for fifteen years -

MR. FFFORD:
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How much is a railway car worth
(inaudible)?

MR. MORGAN:
Now, gentlemen, let me finish.

We maintained a substandard
highway for fifteen years,
strictly Newfoundland Government
dollars. We did Lhat. Now
suddenly we see & $405 million
program guing into the
Trans -Canada Highway Lo dmmprove

it, to make 1l safer. We are
going to twin 18 per cenl of the
beighway, the only province in
Atlantic Canada with 18 percent
twinning.

MG VERGE :
That 1is on  top of what we had
hefore.

MR. MORGAN:

That 1s on top of what we had
hefore and what we did before. We
are going to see a wmodern, at
least modern compared to 1965,
when we had a substandard cow path

built across the Province. That
is what 1t was, a little narrow
two lane road. But we have

maintained that old road at our

cost, For fifteen or sixteen
years, the taxpayers of
Newfoundland totally covered that
cosk. Now we are gebtting a big

new road built and the Opposition
say, "Oh, how are you going Lo be
able to afford to maintain that
road over Lhe next fifteen years?
How you going to he able to afford
o madintain 15?0 You have no money
to keep the hospitals going? You
cannot build new schools.

Mr . Speaker, Fhe  s:ibtuation s,
quite clearly, that the
maintenance argtmenl is  out the
window. It is a red herring. I
market lots of herring these days,
and it is a red herring.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

Mr. Speaker, let us go back to the
point I made initially. The
railway is no longer a Ltool which
can be used for our development.
Tt cannot be used anymore to tie
into any economic development we
have proposed or planned for the
future, none, so we have to have
an adasquate ktransportalion sysbtem.

Are no b the people in Rurgeo
entitled to a paved road? Quer
hare we say yes. Are the people
in  the Plum Point area, up to
Roddickton and Fnglee, entibled to
a paved road? Sure they are. Are
Lhe peopla of Lhe Ronavista
Peninsula entitled to a new
highway, Tlinked to the Trans -
Canada Highway? VYes they are, and
they are going Lo get it.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

Nobody more viciously opposed the
closing of the Bonavista branch
line of the railway than this man
here, as the member for the area.
I opposed it viciously here and 1in
Ottawa at meetings of the
Transportation Committee, in the
minister's office and, an one
occasion, 4in the Prime Minister's
office. We fought dt, but the
issne  was daead, He Jooked me
straight in the eye and said, "Mr.
Morgan, -in your area, who 1is using
the railway?" I had to look back
and honestly say, "Tiwo
businesses." That was all I could
Find who were mouying freight over
the Bonavista branch line. So the
arglmanl Was all gone . - The
constitutional argument or any
other kind of argument, it was all
gone . Nobody wanted to use the
railway because it was inefficlient
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in wmoving freighl.,

Mr. Speaker, on the 1dssue of the
quantities of funds, there is no
question. There is a fifteen year
reopener clause, The leader of
bhe  Opposition  shounld  nol Loss
that kind ofF a thing out, a
reopenar clause eight  years down
the road. T think I can quote
From his commenls., He said 4t was
- I made note of what he had to
sAay . Maybae € did not, becanse T

did not think it was not so
Lmportant - useless. It was only

a smokescreen, was the term he
used . Yestarday he asked me 1if he
could find a hypocrite 1in the
House I recall his conversabtion
hack and Fforth across the House.
He said, 'You would not know what

hypocrite really means.' Well, we
had a good example this
afternoon. A man stands up and

condemns a government which has a
reopener clause eight vears from
now in a major agreement for khis
Province, and he says it d1s a
smokescrean, it is ridiculous,
there dis no need for it Lo he
there at all, it s certainly not
going to mean a thing, The same
man who said that today, back in
the days when he was 1in the
governmnent of Fhe day agreed to a
Churchill Falls contract for
sixbty -five yaars wilh no reopener
clause, Sixty-five years with no

reopenegr clause. To ma, M.
Speaker, that alone ds a clear
definition of the word
"hypocrite'. It clearly defines

the word hypocrite.

The 1issue of monies is of wmajor
concern, Does this mean my time
i¢ up? It is just a foolish note
from f£he Opposition?

Mr. Speaker, the wajor concern of
every member over there today is
what is going to be the resulk of
this spending bhetween now and
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election Lime. The Premier T do

not think is a very naive
politician. He 1ds nolt going to
call an election until he dets
those buulldozers and paving

machines going all ovear the
Province and everybody is saying,
'Oh, great stuff! Llook at all
that paving coming', down in  Ehe
liberal districts din particular,
and  thalt s the major concern of
the Liberal Party not the Ffact
that Lhey think it s a bad deal.
They are afraid of the political
benefFilts ko this govermment; they
are afraid of what 1s going to
Mappen in certain areas when they
get all this paving activity, and
all the general dmprovements Lo
the transportation system in other
parts of the Province. That s
what they are afraid of. Because
by the time the Premier calls the
election - this ds the aduice of
one bhackbencher here: He will not
call it until he sees a lot of

this activity going on - and why
should he? -~ so that people can

realize, Mr. Speaker, thalk 41t is
not what one memher said 1t was
yasterday, blood money. Mhat  was
his quote.

This morning I called five
prominent. people in his district
and said, "Do you know that
yaslarday afternocon  your  memher
condemned the paving of your roads
in the Coomb's Cove aresa, because
vesterday afternoon he stood in
Fhe House and said, 'we  do  not
want bhlood money'?" He said, 'Mr.

Morgan, he said that?! T said,
'Yes, I can give you the

transcripks of the House.'

I called another prominent wman who
is on the Liberal Executive, or he
Was , in tEhe hon. gentleman's
district -

AN HON. MEMBER:

He is still a Liberal.
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MR. MORGAN:
1Sti1ll a Liberal', he says, still
a Liberal.'

- and he could not understand why
his member spoke 1in the House

against getting their roads
paved. He could not understand
it. That occurred din the House

veskterday afternoon.

No, Mr. Speaker, it 1is not blood
money . Recause under the

agreeamnent wi. th a $75 million
allocation Lowards the labour
portion of ik, Fhere i no
question in my mind that when that
$75 mitlldion is adequately
negotiated between the unions and
the pariies concarnad, Lhese
employeas are going to be
adegquately Tookad after,
adequalely compensaled. There is

no gquestion,

What is Lhe total number of
employees? You are talking -
what? - 540 employees, tohal. My
goodness, M . Speaker, if $75
million cannokt loaok af ter 540

employees in this Province, what
are we doing with the thousands of
employees 1in wvarious fish plants
with no government dollars? What
kind of a society are we living in
if we need more than $75 million

to accommodate 540 people?
Surely, Mr. Speaker, that 1s not
an argument. That cannot be an

argument . There 1s, T agree, and
I have to say it ltoday, one aspect
of it, and thal 1s the amount of
morney going to the communities.
My friend here From Port  aux
Rasques has some concerns at this
timne, in  particular, bacausae  of
the facl -

MR. TULK:
And he should have,

MR. MORGAN:
No, rnot because of the railway

.3360 June 21, 1988 Vol XL

agreement, but because of the fact

the econemy of Ehis town is
suffering right now. The fish

plants are in question over there,
the bankruptcy, and receivership.
and the plankts not operating, and
now a sudden loss of more jobs.
At this immediate time there is
reason for the member to bhe
concerned about his town of Port
aux Basques, and I can understand
that . Aut $7 million towards Port

aux Basques, and $7 milldion
towards Rishop's Falls will,
indeed, I am convinced - again I

will uwse lthe term 'adequately'
adequately Find, if 1t is
wilh in a proper way, alternative
economic activity to create more
Fhan  the nnmber of jobs thabt are
there now.

So, these two aspects also cover

he Hnan aspecl ofr what is
happening to the employees in the
ORI S involued Wi bh railway

services in the Province.

AN HON. MEMBER:
N bunch of pirates.

MR. MORGAN:
We are not a bunch of pirates, Mr.

Speaker. The kind of language I
heard in the House yvesterday

evening from Lthe Opposibion, we
are Judas Iscariots, we are a
bunch of pirakes, we are using
blood money. Now, Mr. Speaker, if
this termwinology which was used in
this House on this agreement was
saent out around the Province to
the general electorate -~ only a
few people 1in  the gallery heard

them. The media did not carry
rhem, T Fhink Lhey wou e [ye
embarrassed to. Under this

agreemenl. all this money s going
to bhe spent 1in our Province. Ry
the way, il is going to create
over 1000 jobs per year 1in the
consbtruction industry ovar the
next fifteen years - 1000 per
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year, Mr . Speaker, They are
opposed to jobs, they are opposed
to paving, and they are opposed to
money for our Province Lo dimprouva
our transportalion system.

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, they
have no hope For the Future 1in
that party and an example of that
is, "Tn fifteen years time you
w17 be pankrupt hecanse Fhe
highway maintenance costs will be
so nuch you will not be able Lo
covar it. You will be bankrupt!'
Oh, Mr. Speaker, how forbunate it
is to be on this side of the House
with a party bhat looks Forward to
a bright future for this Province
and not a dismal future, not a
doomy-gloomy picture as has heen
painted by the Liberal Party in
the Jast number of years while
constantly attacking.

Only a few days ago the Leader of
the Opposition stood and he could
not support what the Premier saicd
about the Terra Nova well, Why?
Because he wias doubbkful, he 1was
concerned, despite the fact that
It was so positive. Tt was a very
positive announcement and because
it was posilkive, the Opposition
l eader says he has concerns, he is
nov  sure., Mat man, Mr. Speaker,
has never stood in this House vyetl
to say anylhing positive aboul his
Province, I will go further: He
has never sltood in a courtroon,
hefore coming to the House, and
done anyrhing positive for our
Province.

SOME HON. MFEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

Now with that kind of a leader,
the Liberal Party might as well
recognize one thing: vyou will be
Tower in the polls 1in the next
election than you were under your
previous leader. You will have
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less saeats in the House of
Assembly. T am not going to give
them advice. Maybe I should give
them a Tittle bit of advice.

Today, for example, the member for
Maskaupi stood in this House and
tried to condemn the pauving of the
Trans Canada  Highway . Instead of
getling up and saying, Oh, T am
uery pleasad e ar o Finally
getting the money I fought for as
a  member ovaer  the years for bhe
highway across Labrador, he stood
tp Aand condaemnnead it Me
transcript of his question will be
sent out to the riding most Tikely
by my good friend responsible for

Northern Development . In  other
words, he 1s opposed to getting
moneay for Fhe Trans-—-Labrador
Highway . I mean, not knowing how
to play politics! My goodness

gracious, I know people in high
school who can teach these fellows
lesson in politics. And the same
with the menber for Burgeo - Ray
d'Espoir.

Now I know there 1dis one member
over there who 1s quite pleasad,
and he may very well make his move
before Loo long. I noticed he is
very much c¢oncerned over some of
Lhe things bthe liberal lLeader has
heen saying in the House recently,
and  ontside  thae House. He o has
made his comments in circles and,
in facv, T think he was hoping
they would bhe spread further,
Maybe {here Hs hope for him yet.
There ds a good possihility, I
Fhink, that he may move before the
next elecktion.

MR. BAIRD:
To whom are you referring?

AN HON. MEMBER:

Who might that be? Name him.

MR. MORGAN:
My good friend Ffor Bellevue ds
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getting lots of road work this
year, and rightly so. Tt 1is long
overdue -in the Ballevues districl.
He may have a friend come over.
Maybe we will make a seat for
him. Maybe I can move over so I
can have a Fformer Liberal on each
side of me. Recause there are
some good Liberals. They are not
all bad Liberals. There are some
good lLiberals, but they are very
feow.

Bulk T have to say, Mr. Speaker,
that the lLeader of the Liberal
Party today 1is indeed on a very
slippery slope on this dssue. I

want to close, because T have to,

SOME HON. MEMBERSG:
By leave! Ry leave!

MR. FEFFORD:
No leave. We have heard enough
nonsense here tonight,

MR. MORGAN:

Rul Jet us look at it again in
perspeciive, Mr . Speakar, T e
pailway is no longer being used by
the people of Newfoundland and
will never again, whether it is
¢losed by govermnent or not. Tt
will never be used. It has been
used less and Tless every year. Tt
was drawing to the point that more
and more emplovees were being laid
off, losing their Jjobs. With no
governmant involvement at all,
they were just being laid off,
losing their jobs. They were
losing their johs year after
year. So the Lime was fast
approaching when the railway would
have been closed down, Faded away,
gone, the same way as the coastal
hoat service hack fifteen years
ago . T1 would have bheen gone, Mr.

Speaker, Rut mow Gt will be gone
and  whal, will we have in its
placae? We are going to have A

Trans-Canada Highway upgraded and
improved and made safa For driving
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for big trucks - 18 per cent
twinned. We are going to have an
improved transportation system in
many parts of our Province, in
areas where it 1s needed. We are
going to have an adequate
compensation program For the
employees through the $75 million
program, and we are golng to have
$15 million to go towards the two
ma jor towns mostk adversely
affected.

And down the road, Mr. Speaker, in
fifteen years time, when Hibernia
is going and when Terra Nova is
going, we are not going to need to

bhe worriaed about e bit of
maintenance cost to keap that

highuay maintained, Thank youl

very much.

SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. GILRFRT:
Mr ., Speakear.,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Fspoir.

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker, it 1s a bit of a
pleasure to be able to speak here
in this House, because 1 am sure,
when this agreement, this sellout,
we are talking about 1s talked
about in five years here, there
will be a lot of pecple saying, 'I
wish that T bhad been over here ko
speak with them.'

after listening to the member for
Ronavista Soulh (Mr. Morgan) for a
few wminutes, I am reminded of a
phrase: 'There is none so blind as
those who will not see.' So when
T heard him speak, it reminds ofF
that phrase.

Thaere are none so stunned as those
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who will not read.

MR. GILBERT:
That 1dis good from a minister who
would nobt answer guesltions on the

railway. I am glad the wminister
in  the back row over there now
would say he could not read

because that s  kEhe reason all
Winter, when we were asking him
questions as  bto whal exacitly was
going on as far as the c¢losing of

he railway, where Lhere any
negotialions none that he knew
of . Maybe that +dis the reason, e
was just Lhat stunned that he did
not  know, That could have been
the reasorn. So rnow we can

possibly know that +dis it.

MR. CALLAN:

He said there was no deal. He did
not say there were no
negotiations.

MR. GILBERT:
No, he said negotiations.

What I am concerned about right
now is; What dis the Jlong-term
affect of this ackion we saw the
Premier perpetrate on the people
of Newfoundland again yesterday?
What really is the situation?

Someone said yesterday when 1 was
talking to him, "It seems to me
Tike somszone has had Lo sall the
carr 1o paint lhe garage."

T Car remember years ago in
Newf oundTaind outports, ir you

lived in a Newloundland outport
and you sauw some people who had a
bit of pride and the fell upon a
bit of hard times, they possibly
had to sell off a bil of their
equipment or something to kry and
keep going, to put up- a good
Front. So this, ( think, is what
we have seen here. In the
Newfoundland outports, people
where had to sell off some of the
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goods they needed to make a T1iving
to try and put the front up that
they were still living a sort of

prosperous live, you could
symmpathize wi th paople having

pride.

What we see here 1is not someone
who has any pride, hut someone who
is trying to grasp and hang on to
power &b any cosi, T really doaes
not matter to him what the cost to
Lhve  people  of  Newfoundland will

be, what Lhe long-Learm
ramifications of  this  agreement,

this sellout we are here debating
today, s going Lo bea,

Whal we  have based our arqgunent
on, of course, dis the fFact that,
number Qe the consbitutional
guarantee we had at the time of
Confederation, Term 31, was that
the Government of Canada were
going to operakbe and maintain a
transportation system, mainly the
railway. The railway was khe only
thing they had to talk about in
1949 as a transportation sysbkem,
As the Leader of the Opposition
said vestaerday, ifF e ware
entering Canada today, we would
not. he talking abont a railway, we
would be talking ahout a
Trans -Canada Highway,

T just had the privilege to attend
a prass confarence with two of Lhe
l.iberal members of the fFederal
cAlCcuUs, Hrian Tobin and Bill
Rompkey, who are here Loday to
reinforce a statement bthat John
Turner made when he was here on
May 12, The statement is he wonld
ensure Newfoundland's rights under
the Consbibtution were protected in
any agreement entered into between
Ehis Province and Lhe currant
government 1in Ottawa. So after
the next elecktion there will be no
problem with getting this. With
mirror legislation introduced in
this House and the federal House,
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we will then gel hbhack the thing
which concerns us  mosk of all
right now, the fact that there is

not a maintenance agraemenl
included in this present
agreeinent ., Fhat s Fhe thing we

feel ds going to be the tragic
Flaw of this agreement.
concern, the

e have a second

phasing out of the railway
immediately. The recomnendaktions

of the Sullivan Commission and
other people who have Tlooked at
this some degree of knowledge and
witkthout any political
ramifications have said, in the
interim, From Lthe c¢lose of Lhe
railway to the build-up of the
highway, there had to he a period
of  time, I think the Sullivan
Commission recomnended a five year
period.

Tust dimagine what 1is happening
nowl. The agreement was signed
yeslerday. We have Lhe government
doing their political aganda. e

have heard the announcements that
they are stariting Lo pave roads,
and IAbG hheard the member for
Jonavista South (Mr. Morgan) point

out that definitely it was a
political arrangeainent and the
announcements were purely
political. T assume, even though

he is a backbencher, he must have
some knowledge of the agenda of
the government. I know that he
would not have any concern about
common decency, about the needs of
the people of the Province or the
priorities of where this paving
had to go.

T have heard sevaral comments
about the Burgeo Road since this
thing came in as 1f this was a had

thing that there was $12 million
gone inkto the B8urgeo Road. T do

not think it was, but what I am
concernad about is that Lhis $12
million should have gone into Lhe
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Rurgeo Road in 1985 because this
Was promisad, Mr . Speakar, Qn
March 29, 1985, when the first
FRDA agreecment was signed.

MR. TORIN: .
(Inaudible) He s not worthy of
represenbting  you. He should not
be allowed in the House. '

MR. GILBERT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'fspoir.

MR. GTLBERT:

A I say, Mr . Speaker, this
agreement should have been signed
in 1985, and the Rurgeo  Road
shonld have beon dncluded in bthe
agreement signed din 1985, when it

Wi s promisad during fhe last
election.
Since 1985 the people of

NewFoundland have been made aware
of the fact the Burgeo Road 1is a
very serious problem in Lhat
area. It happens to bhe the
longesl, continuous gravel road in
the Province. There are 6,000
people who live 1in the Burgeo,
Ramea, Grey River, Francois, area
who depend upon the Burgeo Road.

T must tell you T was sort of
pleased yesterday when the Premier
stood im this House and gave me
the credit for the getting the

paving For the Burgeo Road
included in this agreement. That

is on the record, and T thank him
for recognizing the fact I did do
what T was elected to do, to point
out to this government the need
and  1the suffering that was being
endured hy Lhe people of Burgeo.
And becanse of Lhat, Mr. Speaker,
there 1% a small amount of money
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allocated out of this agreement to
go to the Burgeo Road, 12
million, of which, I guess, $8
million is federal and $4 milldion
is provincial.

But Ekhe interesting thing, as the
Premier went on, thanking me and
saying that T was bthe reason rhe
money  was  there because of the
fact [ wade him  aware of  the
problem, T was & liltle concerned,
in oview of the Fact, wuntil I went
there, -in lhe six years previous,
they  had  been  representaed by a
mamber on that side of (he House.
T would have thought he wonld haue
possibly pointed oul the hardships
and  suffering of the people of
Rurgeo, hut ohviously he did not.

So now I have it on record lhat
the Premier did say T was the onae
who Wa s primarily responsible.
But I tell him no it was not me,
all I was doing was the job I was
elected For, representing the
people of Burgeo and doing what
they wanked me to do.

The interesting thing that
happened fthere when Lhe Premier
continued on, he talked ahout
funding in other provincial
districtls. He took the district
of  Bonauvista South and he Efye
reason that paving went 1in there
from Ronavis ta to Claranuille
because there was a lot of traffic
ancd he Uhrew in the Facl that he
fish plant dn Catalina was the
thing that made it the viable part
of putting money into the
Ronavisita highway,

L would Tike to point ont to the
Premier, wand he did not mention
this yesterday, bul +in khe Burgeo
area lhere happens to be a fish
plant and there happens to he a
fish plant in Ramea, and in those
two  cowmunities, Mr. Speaker, T
would point out to the Premier,
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there are more people employed in
the two fish plants in Burgeo and
Ramea, and the deep sea trawlers
than work in the paper wmill 1in
Corner Brook.

So, the Justification and the
point I have been trying to make
about the Burgeo road For the last
three years is the fact that it s
vary vitally important l-o the
@conomy of  Newfoundland because
the  dollars made  in 8urgeo  and
Ramea by the fishing dndustry are
now  dollars Lo Newlfoundland  and
this has to be transported over
the Burgeo road.

I e have senn, again, in tiis
agreement, tokenism, $12 million
Lo go into pave a 90 kilomeler
road, which will do maybe 20
kilomelaers., This road has been
there now for the last eighteen
years, in dribs and drabs, and has
not been fit to drive over. 1
hear  members over there bheing
proud when they stand up  and
mention the Burgeo road to me.

I say, yes, the people of Burgeo
are happy a little bit of the
suffering has been relieved but
the Minister of Transportation
knows, he had a meeting with them,
and he told them the Burgeo road
was going to be a priority on any
Tist. e also  knows  bthat  untdl
February of this year, in this
agreement the wminister denies he
knew anything about while the
discnssions were going on, and he
can verify this if he wants to, he
knows unkil February or March of
this year that the Rurgeo road was
nol included for any funding, even
though the previous Minister of
Transportalion had  stood up i.n
this House and said houw the
Aurgeo road was a priorily. I had
the Premier stand up and say how
the Burgeo road was a prioriby.
That minister stood up and said it
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was a priority bul, until March of
this year, it was not cven going
to be consideraed in this agreement
to sell oul Lhe radilway.

T +is only because of the pressure
put on the government, with the

petitions From Lhe people of
Burgeo, and myself making

representation on their behalf in
this House, that the Burgeo road
was included.

So, now the only thing T say to
the minister is I hope the other
$20 million required to do this
road will be included in  the
subsidiary agreement. The other
part of this mythical agreement we
Care Falking about, the $235
million which is going to he
announced sowetime in Lhe future,
is a political agenda rather than
a pracktical or a priority agenda.

What T am saying 1s the Burgeo
road, I hope we put il to hed as
Far as meinber s oppos Lhe are
concerned. The people are not
really  happy wilh the siitnation
hut they realize, with the present
government:, the pressure we pit on
them, and {Llhe Premier admitied
Fhal: T had done a good job, so we
have something staried, Once we
go from there, we will see what fis
going to happen.

As I poinkted out, the Liberal
Party of Canada has reinforced the
arguments we have been making
today by having a press conference
here in St. John's today outlining
same points. The fact there was
no maintenance agreement in this
railway agreement made 1t a very
flawed document and wmade. it one
that, without 1it, could, in a
period of fen years, bankrupt
Newfoundland. So they have
agreed, as T said, to look at bthat
again.
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They also agreed and realize this
funding we talk aboutk, the $100
million now and the $405 million
which is going to be pub -into the
main highway, is woefully
inadequate and will be reopeaenead .
The fthing [ find most interesting
when I see this agreement, and the
thing Lhat Frightens wme dabout Lhis
agreement, Mr. Speaker, is the
fact trhat +in 1979 &his governnent
signed an agreement to take over
the -interprovincal ferry system in
this Province. The agreement was
signed on  February 7, 1979 for
$1,292,000. This agreement  WAas
supposed Lo be terminated on March
31, 1984,

The great spirit of co-operation
e tuean the two Brians was in
of fect then, and because of this,
Fhe agreement was extended for ane
year and then another year. When
it Finally expired in 1986, Lhere
was $2,400,000 paid into the
operation of  the coashal ferry
syslem in Newfoundland.

Now, if anyone would care to look
at  the budget Figures Ffor  this
year, the operation of the ferry
sysbem in  Newfoundland Foday 1is
costing the taxpayers of
NewFoundland samelhing like
$10,000, 100. i

Mr. Speaker, when you Fake inbto
consideration that din 1979 this
was a Federal responsibility and,
for some reason or other, the
Federal government - T do not know
what the justification was at that

time - persuaded the Newfoundland
Government to accept the
responsibility For the ferry
system on a five-year agreement:,
exlended to a seyen year

agreement, and now we have a $10
million i1 the taxpayears of
Newfoundland have to assume Lo
operalas our ferry systom, T  am
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afrald of what is going ko happen
when the chickens come home to
roost on our railway deal, when we
have to assume the maintenance of
the Trans -Canada Highway.

Jushk as an asitde to +that Ferry
agreement, the same time the
Province W & signing one in
Newfoundland, they signed one 1in
B.C. and there was no Five-year
agreement, It was in perpetuity
and it was signed for $8 milltion
in 1977, TL dis now $16 million in
1988 .

S0, Mr . Spaakaer, T am vary
suspicious when T  hear of Lhe

Pramier signing Ay deals aindd
coming back and lelling me it is
good Ffor NewrFoundLand, bacause
remember, he is the same Premier
who said, wup until yesterday, he
believed Newfoundland had a
constitubional right to  have a
railway gquaranteed. Now he tells
s no, he really did nobk wmean 1t.
He was Jjust saying thal. He was
posturing. So I wonder what he s
going to say when this deal blows
up.

But Ffortunately, we will be over
there to form the government and
we have an agreement now wikth the
next fFederal government, the
Liberal government in Ottawa, to
hbail us out of this deal he has
gotten us inkto.

SOME _HON. MEMRBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):

Refore recognizing the hon. member
ror LaPoile, T would  Tike Lo
welcome to this hon. House, M.P.
Brian Tobin,

SOME HON., MEMAIRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
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Mr. Spaeaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the member for LaPoile.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I welcome the opportunity today to
anber this debate as it relates to
the railway.

As we Jlook back at the historic
district of taPoile, the fown of
Port aux Basques and Lthe people

who  live thaere, it was quite a
shock yesterday when they saw the
demise of Lhe railway. [ believe

everyhbody who grew up in a railway
Fown, who has been associated with
the railway all their ldives, had
to Fael a Lype aof nostalgia
yesterday. The heart strings were
being pulled as khe railway was
heing signed away forever 1in the
Province.

Ruk, Mr. Speaker, as we look back
we can say, it is not the
government at Ot tawa or the
Government of Newfoundland who
gave away the railway in  this
Province. Both governments have
fought very hard for Fkhe survival
of the railway. In the last tean
yaars bthere has been millions and
millions of dollars pumped into
the railway Lo make it work in
this Province.

M. Speakor, T ghess it was the
people of this Province who used
bhe railway who causaed ilts demise
hecause tLhey did not use it.

Mr. Speaker, I would basically
Tike Lo open iy remarks this
afternoon in this House by saying
Lhe signing of Lhe railway
agreement yvesterday was a great
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deal for Newfoundland, but a very
sad day for Port aux Basques.

Mr. Speaker, as 1lhe member who
rapresenls Ihe disterict, 3 Loo
have some grave concerns  as it

relabes Lo Lhao closure of thae
Newf oundland Railway . We are
goirg to have A Tot of

diversification Lo do.

When we look back ab thae agreement
signed yeslerday and one starts to
delye into it, we c¢can see the
demise of whal once was a thriving
Lown, (E may now no longer be as
we see the erosion of the presence
of CN in Port aux Basques. As the
intermodal transportation network
takes over in the Province, we are
going to see freight going into
other centres of this Province.

That, yesterday, was quite evident
to the town fathers of Port aux
Basques as they sak there during
the signing of this historic
cdeaal. Mr. Speaker, this was the
major concern they had,

MR. STMMONS:

Why W S i not looked after
heforehand? Did Lhe wmember reaally
Jet thal thing go through?

MR. MITCHETL:

M. Speaker, the hon. member sits
there and  hea talks abontk Ehis
member on Lhis side of bLhe House

letking it go through.

Mr. Speaker, this member -

MR. SIMMONS:
Did you? Did you?

MR. MTTCHE!IL:
This member on this side of the
House -

MR. TOBIN:
You scuttled (inaudible.)
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SOMF HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please! Ordar, please!

MR. MITCHELL:

This member on this side of the
House represented the people of
LaPoile, represented them well and
will  continue Lo represent  bhemn
we 11,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. SPEAKER:

I ask the hon. member on this side
of khe House 1if he would please be
quiet while the hon. the member
for LaPoile s speaking. If any
member wants to stand on a point
of order, by all means, but if
not, please be quiet while the
hon. member dis speaking.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, if they would do the
same thing for us while we are
speaking.

MR. SPFAKER:

T wish +to  advise the hon. Lhe
member for Fortune -~ Hermitage
(Mr. Simmons) kthat T did the sane
for this side of the House, and I
am actually referring to the hon.
the member for Fortune - Hermitage.

The hon. the member for LaPoile.

MR. MITCHELL:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage (Mr. Stnamons) likes to
stress the point of how he
represented bthe people of Port aux
Rasques in a federal riding.
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Well, Mr. Speaker, let wme say
right from the outseb +in iy speech
here loday, 1if that hon. member
did such a wonderful job as the
member representing those people,
he would not be sitting where he
is today . That is argument
enough, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
Ask the people of Porlt aux Rasques
about their water, Mr. Speaker,
and they will tell you about the
hon, membar,

MR. J. CARTER:
We kinow all aboub him,

MR. MTTCHFI.I :

Mr. Speaker, back in the 1960s T
had Lhe wunforitunabe situalbion of
being told my molher had cancer,
it was terminal, and she was going

Lo die. We were only going to
have her For a certain lengih of
Lime, It came as a Lremendous

shock.

A1l members of the family had to
prepare for the day when there
would no longer be a presence of
the mother in the family. We had
to accept that fact.

Mr. Speaker, For a long btime in
Lhis Province we have been aware
of the fact that there Was
terminal dillrness with the railway
in this Province.

SOME HON., MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHFIL :

Fuerybody knaew  ELhail Fven the
people din  Port aux RBasques knew
Fhat, Mr. Speaker, and we had to
accept. the fact that some day the
railway  no longer would be. The
same as lLhe people on the Coast of
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Newfoundland who depended on the
ferry seaervices for transportation
fFrom one community to another
realized when the road network
went 1it, that no longer would they
have the wse For Lhe Northern
Ranger, the Springdale or Lhe
Taverner, Mr. Speaker.

If you were to ask these people
today if  they would want +to ao
back to that service they were
given back in the 1940s, Lhe 1950s
and in the early 1960s, they would
Fell you, Mr. Speaker, 'No, we dJo
not want to go bhack to thalt mode
of transportation.’

If you asked the constituents, Mr,
Spaaker, in Lhe non, membar s
dislrict, down qn Fortune
Hoermitiage, ifF they wonld Tike to
have a road network going all the
wiay  up  the coast  or  connecting
with the main highway system din
this Province, would they give up
their ferry system, ves, M,
Speaker, Lhey certainly would,

Fhis ds what has happened wibkh our
railway. We have seen the demise
of k.

T can understand bthe feeling, Mr.
Speaker, yesterday of our town
Fathers when they sat  in  that
meeting and knew the raillway was
going to be signed away. It was a
little bit much for them to take.
Mr . Speaker, they walked out.

Mr. Speaker, they have some grave
concerns., My . Speaker, as a
mamnber whao represants Lhose
people, I too have some concerns
wibh the deal, concerns about what
is qoing to happen with our town
and the diversification program.

T muse say, 1T have been working
very, very hard since T have been
elecltad  for Lhat  day, for that
day, knowing good and well the

No. 60 R3369



railway was going to go and an
infrastructure had to be pul .into
place.

Mr. Speaker, thalt [ why T say bthat
i was a great day Tor
Newfoundland, hut kind of a sad
day for Lhe people of Port aux
Rasques .

Mr. Speaker, when yon Took at what
this deal ds going Lo do for areas

of  Newfoundland, yes, it is A
wonderful day, T see the membher

from Burgso - Ray d'Espoir  (Mr.
Gilbert) sitting over Lhere. When
the town Fathers get on radio, and
T heard them this wmorning, I also
Tistened to the hon. member as he
made his speech today, and he made
Lhe remark, 'None are so blind as
those who cannot see.'

Mr. Speaker, if the residents of
Burgeo - Ray d'Espoir are so blind
as to not know this s of henefit
to them, then they do not deserve
to get their road paved! They do
not deserve, Mr . Speaker, to
receive Lthe money, as Lhey c¢all
il, blood money! Rlood money, Mr.
Speaker, they call Ai! The mayor
from Rurgeo Lhis morning said {lhey
are going ko pave Lhe road wiblh
blood money.

Jet me ask 1he hon. member and Jel
me  ask  the residents of Burgeo,
did they lose wany irack? Did Lhey
Tose any jobs as il relabes Lo bhe
closure of 1he railway? No, Mr.
Speaker, bult they are going Lo
benefit, their children are going
to bhenefit, and their Hdnduskry s
going to benefil.

Mr . Speaker, here we see the
member today stand up din this
House and what does he do? What

does he do? He condemns the
cdeall He condemns the deall He

says 1t ds a sell out.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
Tt s a sell oul, Mr. Speaker!

SCMiT HON. MEMBRERS:

Right! Right!

MR. MITCHEL]!

T4 is ol going to do anything For
me in my districtl! Yas, M,
Spaaker, it ocis,

{ can honaestly say il ds going Lo
do something din his district, Mr.
Speaker, hacause afbker Lthe next
election they are going to have a
member down Ehere in Burgeo - BRay
d'Espoir who is going to represent
them in this House and s going to
represent them well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
IV s nob going ko bhe a member,
Mr. Speaker, who is going to stand

in this Honsa clay artear day
presenting petitions, begging this
govarnmant: to  do  something for

them, and then, uhen the
govermuent tnrns  around  and  does
something for him, he stands on
Wis Feet and says 'L do not wank
it! Why do I not want 4it,' Mpr,

Speaker?

What 1is & good reason? U khink
that my hon . colleague for
Ronavista Soulh (Mr, Morgan)

touched on it.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fortune - Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:
I have listened with great
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inlerest 1o what Lhe gentleman
from LaPoile 1is saying, aespecially
with great interesi because I am
going ko mail a copy of today's
Hansard lo the people in Port aux
Rasques . T ygive them nolica of
that because, Mr . Speakear, my
point of order s this: When T was
outside the Chamber a minute ago,
T think he perhaps unintentionally
mislead the House oaon a matter
involuing the Port aux Basques
delegation. He suggested -

DR. COLLINS:
That 1s nobt a poink of order, Mr.
Speaker,

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, Lo mislead the House
is a mallter thal ought 1o be
brought Lo the House's abtention,
T submit .

MR. SPFAKFR (McNicholas):
The hon., member +Hs not making a
point of order,

MR. SIMMONS:

I am trying, Sir. I rise on a
poinkt of  order o allege he
member has mislead the House. As
I understand the rules, thak 1is a
matter to be raised as a point of
order.

Mr . Speaker, Lhe misleading took
place when he informed the Chamber
the Pork aux BRasques delegation
left because the deal was being
signed. They did not Tleave Ffor
that reason at all.

They Jleft bhecause they were really
disqgusted Fhe memher had not
succeeded in gelting any more than
$7 nillion For then. That is why
lhey left! He dis misleading tLlhe
House!

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

DR. COILLTNS:

Mr. Speaker, to that point of
order.,

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the hon.
the Minister of Heallbh.

DR. COLILINS:

1 think it should be mad e
abundant Ty clear to  anyone  who
wishes to listen the hon. wmember
Just hroke the rules of Ehis
House, He got up on something he
knew was not a point of order. It
was just a play to the galleries
by giving a spurions spoech, [
1s clearly an abuse of the rules
of  bthis House and s typical of
Lhe member opposite.

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker {urther to thalt point
of order and T bEhink this is an
important point,

MR. SPEAKFER:
The hon. bEthe member for St. John's
North.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr . Speaker, they are all
important points, bhut this is
vital and that 1s Ehat, the member
opposite from Fortune - Hermitage,
deliberately gob up to washke the
time of this House and subtract
the kime From the wmember on a
spurious point of order. I
suggest  the member's Gtime should
be extended a little bit Lo cover
this kind of thing. I think that
this is only fair.

MR. SPFAKER:
To Lhat point of order, there is
no point of order,

The hon. the memher for LaPoile.
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MR. SIMMONS:
There he goes again.

MR. MITCHELL:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOMFE HON., MEMRFRS:
Oh, oh!

MR. J. CARTER:
Mr . Speaker, a point of order.

MR. SPRAKER:
A point  of order, the hon. the
member For Sk, John's Norih,

MR. J. CARTER:

T realize you are extremely fair,
Mr . Speaker, anc you tend o
overlook SOme frightful abuses
perpebtrated by he members
opposite. I +think 4it ds well
worthwhile listening Lto the Gkape
to listen to what that member just
said abouk Your Honour. I think
it 1is disgraceful! It should not
be allowed. The member should be
named. Disgraceful, it really is.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, I did not
hear any comment and certainly if
I see anything in Hansard which is
objectionable, T will see bkhakt bthe
mattier is withdrawn.

The hon. the member For LaPoile.

MR. YOUNG:
He said, 'You will,' Mr.
he satd, '"You will. '

Speaker,

SOMFE HON., MFMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MITCHELI :

Mr. Speaker, I would Tike to tell
the hon. the memher for Fortune -
Hermitage (Mr. Simgons) he will
not have the opportunity to send
my speech to the residents of Port
aux Basques or LaPoile because I
am going to be doing it.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:

Ns soon as T am Finished here
today, I will be sending my speech
Lo themn, This s exactly why, Mr,
Speaker, T  wanted to have the
privilege of entering this debate
today .

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member was a
weinis toer,

MR. YOUNG:

For 10 days!

MR. MITCHELL:

el me ask him, and probably he
can tell +the people down 1in his
riding, how much money he gob for
them when he signed the deal to
have the coastal boatk ferry
service eliminated on his coast,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:
Let him get up and tell us what
kind of deal he made.

My . Spaaker, T do not mind
standing in this House today and -

MR. STMMONS:
lying and lying!

MR. MITCHELL :
saying that T am nol satrisFied,

MR. TOBIN:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, Lthe hon. the
Minister of Social Services.

MR. TOBIN:

T bthink, Mr. Speaker, the commenls
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From Lhe member Ffor Foriane
Hermilage were clear Lo everyone
in this HMouse when he called Lhe
hon. member a liar. T think Your
Honour, he shoutd bhe nade o
wit hdraw 11l . That type of conduct
should not be permitted +din this
House, Mr. Speaker, and {if 4l 1is
pernitited to continue, you will
see loo much of it. I think, Mr.
Speaker, it 1s very 1importank the
horn. member be ordered to withdraw
Lhakt -tmmediately.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, I did
hear he hon. member mak ing
commnentlts about lying and I would
ask hin to wikhdraw them.

MR. STMMONS:

T was waitling for the translation,
Mr Speaker. The nember For
laPoile -

SOMFE HON. MEMBFRS:
Withdraw! Withdraw!

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. STMMONS:

The member for laPoile has said I
signed a deal about the farry
service, I never did that, and
for him to say that is to lie, Mr.
Speaker! That dis to lie! That is
what we call A lie in this
country, a lie!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member will withdraw

these remarks.

MR. SIMMONS:
The haon. member wikhdraws .

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member will please sil
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cdown now.,

MR. STMMONS:

The hon. member rises on a point
of ordaer,

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order, the hon. the
member for Forktune Haermibtage,

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
The gentleman from Petites who is
squirming because he sold out the

people of Port ALX Basques
vesterday, cannot carrect the

record by gebtking up in this House
and misleading, misleading!

MR. SPEAKER:
St down!

The hon. member Qs nol making a
point of order.

MR. STMMONSG:

How would you know?

MR. SPFEAKER:

T beg your pardon!

AN HON. MFMBER:
Name him, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member will withdraw that
remark immediately.

MR. SIMMONS:
T withdraw, Sir.

I want to rise on a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Order, please!

I am prepared to hear a point of
order from the hon. member as T
will from every other hon. memher,
butt lel me  just warn the  hon.
member: If he thinks he can get up
persistently, Line afber time, on
a poinl of order -
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MR, SIMMONS:
No, Sir. That was not my intent.

MR. SPEAKER:
—~ abusing the privileges of the
House, T certainly would not
candone that,

The hon. Lhe member for Fortuna -
Hermitage.

MR. STIMMONS:

Mr. Spaaker, on a point of order.
That was never my dntention, $Sie,
o abusae,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Tf the hon. member wishes to make

a point of order, I will hear il

MR. MORGAN:

Can Clyde not control the members
over there? Can Clyde not control
you?

MR. SIMMONS:
Can the Speaker not control you?

MR. MORGAN:
Can Clyde not control you?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
I have always understood in khis
Chamber, and correct me if I am

wrong, Lhat A member cannot
mislead the House. I am drawing
o the attention of  bhe Chamber
thal that genlleman has

deliberately misled bhe llouse on
this one.

MR. SPFAKER:
Order, pleasa!

e hon. member will have to
withdraw that comment now, that
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the hon. member deliherately

misled the House.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr . Speaker, if it is
unparliamentary, as T believe 1t
is, I withdraw the tarm
daliberately. There 18 no

question that he has misled the
House on this one.

MR. J. CARTER:

That is not a withdrawl,

DR. COLITINS:
Mr . Speaker, on a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, bthe hon. the
Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS.:

Mr. Speaker, {he hon. wmember has
just perpetrated a tactic which is
his Erademark. He has risen on a
numher of points of order.
Clearly, none of e were
Jegitimate and Your Honour even
had to, after hearing a number of
them, point out he was not getting
anywhaere near making a legitimate
point of order.

There can only be one reason for
him doing that and that tis he is
impinging on the time allotted to
he non., member For Port BLIX
Rasques (Mr. Mitchell). He has
now  baken well over Five wminubeas
of his Ltime. This was clearly a
tactic.,

Mr. Speaker, T think 1t s only
fair in view of that deliberate
faking away  of ime the hon.
member has as a right as a member
of this House, that thal  Eiine
should he added on and he Dbe
allowed to Finish his remarks in
the manner he feels they should he
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finished.

SOMF HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.
The hon. the member for laPoile.

MR. MITCHELL:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I quess the hon. bthe member Ffor
Fortune - Hermitage (Mr. Simmons)
does nok want me ko he inko this
debate this afterncon because it
is going to  embarrass him, Mr,
Speaker.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Right on! Righl: on!

MR. MITCHEI L.

He does not wanlk we Lo address the
concerns of Porl aux Basques. He
dees not want we Lo deb into khe
hody of my speech, Mr. Speaker. T
only  have about  Fifleen minnbes
left and T do have & Lremendous
amounl of concern as ik relates o
the closure of Lhe railway.

Mr. Speaker, [ wanl Lo address a
point he made on a point of order,

just For Lhe record and for
clarification. He said I misled

Lhe House yeskerday when T talked
about the representatives of Port
aux Basques leaving that meeting
during the signing of this
historic deal. Mr. Speaker, T am
going to read exactly from the
press release the town fathers of
Port aux Basques, the same people,
Mr. Speaker, who walked out of
that meeting yesterday, released
to khe press. T would Tlike to
read the last sentence of that
press release, Mr. Speaker,
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It says, "We have discussed our

CONCRrns wi h Fhe Newf oundland
Railway deal with our ™M.P., Joe
Prica, and aur M.H.A., Cal
Mitchell. We have a deep sense of
sadiness at T he loss af the

Newfoundland Railway, bearing 1in
mind Lhe hisborical association of
the town with this industry. As a
resull  of the meeting with our
elected representatives, we are
now  assured that our concerns will
e addressed. "

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, heapr!

MR. MITCHEILL:

Mr. Speaker, let me ask the hon.
membher 1iF he got an endorsement
like that from the people in Port
aux Basques when he represented
them? No, Mr. Speaker, he has not
and he naver did.

AN HON. MEMBER:
And he never will,

MR. MTTCHEI.L :

Mr. Speaker, T am going to address
the raeast of il T will address
every idssue raised 1in that press
roleasco. :

Rut:, Mr. Speaker, I remember when
U was one of bthe Teaders 1in that
community and that particular hon.
member  told me that F T did not
tow the party 1line and did not do
whalb he said, we would never get
another cent out of the federal
breasury as long as he had
anything to do with it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Shame ! Shame !

MR. MTTCHELL:

Mr. Speaker, that dis the premise
on which I iacde iy statement
earlier, He ds sitting Lhere and
not representing khe people. My,
Speaker, I never Lried to play
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that type of politics and I never
will.

Mr. Speaker, I am not, here on iy
feet in the House today, going to
tow khe party line on this one
hecause it is the people of
LaPoile who pulb me here, it 1is the
people of laPoile I am going to
represent and it is the people of
| aPoile I am going to today stand
up and fight for because Lhey have
confidence i the member they
elacted.

SOMFE HON. MFEMRFERS:
Hemr, hear!

MR. MITCHF)I :

Mr . Speaker, T ook the
opporlunitly yesterday 1o take my
wonnded ofFficials, who Fall very
wounded with 1he announcement, up
here and T salt down wilth them Lo
go over the deal, to look at why
they were dissatisfied with what
was signed yesterday, and probably
have a look at what was omitbed,

unintentionally perhaps. Mr .
Speaker, we did that. I kalked to
them this morning. I had a

telephone conference with them at
their Chamber and I +told them I
would be speaking in the House
today and I would be addressing
Lhelr concerns.

Mr. Speaker, T want to do that . T
hope to deal with my concern for
this deal and For khe town which
once had ouver 2000 people working
in the railway dindustry, and has
gal by din  the Jast twenly years
and watched the dwindling away and
the errosion of that industry.

Mr. Speaker, kha btown fathers, Fhe
elecl ed of ficials, have worked
very hard to bLry and bturn o khat
around, knowing yestierday NEES
going to come. June 20, 1988 will
he a day that will be long
remembered in the wminds of the
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residents of LaPoile.

I hope, Mr. Speaker, it 1s also
going to bhe a new beginning
because that fear was always
hanging over their heads, the fear
that the axe was going to fall.
Mr Speaker, T do nok believe there
was anvbody who worked with the CN
railway in that town thakt did not
have that fear and yesterday that
Fear was realized.

Now, Mr. Speaker, bthere «are somne
grave concerns because the railway
will no Jonger oexisth, IWNe are not
looking at Ffifty-four people who
ara going to he affected in Porkt

aux Rasques, but there is a
contingency Lhat  letft  CN $OMe

years ago for greater security
when Marine Allanlic hecame a
Crown Corporation. For that
sacnrily, Mr. Speaker, and becanse
they knew the axe was going to
Fall on  the railway, Lhey went
with this new Crown Corporation.
Since khe railway is going bto go,
we are going to see thirty-five or
fForty, mayhe more, of those
employees affected. Mr. Speaker,
they were not addressed
yesterday.

I have had a communiqué with this
government and the MP in Oktawa is
having communiqué with the
goverrmnenk of Ohbawa. T can tell
you now that if there is any way
in  addressing  thali problem, Ethat
problem will have to he
addressed. T+ will have Lo be
addressed, Mr. Speaker.

SOMF. HON. MFMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MITCHELL:

The hon. membaer cannot  take ik,
Mr . Speaker! Election day is
going to tell who sold who out.
The hon. member is guite
experiencad alt bhat.
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I am going to stand up and I am
going Lo support my people. I am

going to look Ffor wmore money as it
relates {o lhe diversification.

SOMF _HON., MFMRBRFRS:
Hear, heaar!

MR. MTTCHELL :

Mr . Speakear, I already have
meaebings sel up with Lhe officials
of the railway and officials of
the Marine i

Atlantkic o discuss
Elvis problem on an emergency
basis.

Mr. Speaker, Ff 1t means doing a
new deal, we are going to do a new
deall

SOME. HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:
He 1is not like you, betraying the
people of Rurgeo.

MR, MITCHFI.I:

Mr. Speaker, he was party to the
doing away of the ferry seruvice on
Lhe Soulh Coast.

Mr . Speaker, e haye A uvery
intelligent, aggressive Jleadership
in the district of LaPoile and T
anm very confident in Lheir
ability. Mr.  Speaker, they have
1he confidence in their elecled
memwber  bto see this thing through.
We are going to have a
diversification progran. Mr .
Speaker, I can tell you now this
diversificaltion program has been
ongoing for a Jong time.

Mr. Speaker, we knew Lthe railway
was going to go, and through the
efforts of our member in Ottawa,
we got the Enterprise Development
Center pub into place in Port aux
Rasques, $3 million, with the
induskrial park, Mr. Speaker!
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We  had our  harbour development,
$10 milldion!

Mr . Speaker, in our future's
program, we  pot o cin $6 willdon,
about $3 million directly dnto
tradining  in  Port anx Rasques, in
the MDT program, in the QC
program,  Mr. Speaker, in the Qf
program!

We have twenty students N
Erained working on the mainland
who will lye back hera in
Neuifoundland working in the
ofFshore development, when that s
announced,  Mr. Speaker. fat is

the type of diversification +Lhat
this member has been doing, Mr.
Speaker!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MITCHELL:

Mr. Speaker, we did nobk build a
new hospital in Port aux Basques
s0 that Port anx Basques would he
phased out!

AN _HON. MEMRBRFR:
(Tnaudible).

MR. MITCHFLI. :
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member does
nol. 1ike to hear the truth.

MR. SPFAKFR:
Ordaer, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

SOMFE _HON. MEMBERS:
By leave! By leave!

MR. MITCHELL:
Mr. Speaker, I would -

DR. COLLINS:
A poink of order, Mr.

Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order, the hon. the
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Minister of Heallh.

NDR. COLIINS:

Mr. Speaker, T Feel really thabt it
is necessary to bring a point of
order hefore the House now,
because I think a number of
members  in this House are really

nol clear - I must say I count
myself in that number - on exactly

where we are with our procedure.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday we got into
the third reading of bills. It
has heen the tkradiiion in  this
House  that unless there is a
specific amenchnent to he bhrought
i oon third reading, third reading

i § alinos i A Formality. M.
Speaker, Your Hornour correctly
ruled there may he debabe -in bhied
reading, bul Your Horour also
ruled it nacl o ba ]
narrowly--focused, specific debate,
well definad and not ranging

beyond {he subject matter in the
b1l dtself.

We went on like that for a while
and c¢learly the business of the
House was not being proceeded with
because, I think, it was the hon.
member for Mount Scio - Bell
Island (Mr. Barry) who kept
ranging beyond the limits that
Your Honour quite correctly set
for him.

Finally, *to get us out of that
impasse, it was decided we would
go through a number  of third
readings, then we would go back to
the third reading on a bill which
would give an opportunity, by
agreamenl - and Your Hononr
recognized 1his agreement by both
sides of the llouse - to gel -into
this debate on 1Lhe railway
situakion.

Mr. Speaker, thalt was yesterday
and we had, T think, about an liour
and a half of debate, again by
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agreement on hoth sides, and we
wonld not hold ourselves Lo Lhe
established procedures recognized
by precedent in this House, and,
indeed, supported by BReauchesne
and Ffrskine May, bthat we would
not, by agreement, hold ourselues
to those narrow limits, and Your
Honour recognized that because
Lhere was agreement on both sides.

We have now gone another several
hours on Lhe subject. Mr .
Speaker, I do not see that we are

( go nob gel that ‘mpression
anyway - any nearer gdgetting a vote
on this Fhird reading of the bill,
any nearer now than we were when
we  started an hour  and  a  half
vesterday and approximately  two
hours today.

5o, Mr.  Spaaker, ithe point  of
order I bring up is this that this
is not oa Filibustaer,

AN HON. MEMRBER:

It is.

MR. DINN:
Oh, listen to him now! Loak!

DR. COLLTINS:
The hon. member dis an expert on
fFilibusters? You are an expert on
filibusters?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes.

DR. COLLINS:

Yes, +if the hon. member 1is an
exparlt on Filibusters, T gquess T
will have to acceplt his wording on
Fhings. S0 Lhe hon. member says
it dis a filibuster and T accept
Fhat  iFf  he wanls to  push  that
point.

Anyway, the point of order I make
is  bhat if there is agreement on
both sides we will, shall we say,
hend Lhe ruoles a LikEle bit for a
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certaln reason, ko achieve a
certain objective, and then that
objective is nol being achieved,
and T suggesl that after debating
For two days and we are no nearer
lhe vote, the objective 1s nol
being achieved, -f that is the
case L[ think 4t ds quite in order

For one  side Lo wibhdraw  ilts
agreement to go by lhis dirreqular
procecdure. As [ say, unlass there

is some cindication we do not have
bo o doo bhat, T do not Tike to do
it I do not want to wilhdraw the
permission on this side for Ethis
arrangement ., I hesitate to do
it

Buk if T have Lo do ik, T feel 1t
is only din the best dnterest of
the House for our side to do
that. If I have no indication
From the other side they are
willing now to bring this matter
to a vote, T would Ekherefore have
to withdraw our permission, our
agreement, there has to he mutual
agreement on both sides, to go
outside the normal rules of the

House. There ds no doubt about
it. We are outside of the norumal
rules of the House now. His

Honour can  find  nowhere, T am
sure, din any of +Lhe authorities
that you can go on third reading
of a bill for {lwo days on a matter
which has nobthing to do with bthoe
wording in the hill dtselfl.

I wean, the wording in Lhe bil]
itself, when you get +to third
reading, has Lo be very narrow and
specific. That is not what we are
doing now. We are therefore +in an
irregular fashion and I,
therefore, say that if we do not
come to a vote now, we will
withdraw our permission to
continue this irregular activity.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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Ts it agreed we will stop Gthe
clock?

MR. TULK:

No, it s nol agreed ko stop the
clock, Your Honour, There 1is no
agraeemant Fhal we stop kthe clock.

Mro. Speaker, Lo a point of order.
MR. BPFAKFER:

To thal point of order, the hon.
Fhe mamber For Fogo,

MR. J. CARTER:
To a point of privilege.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, it i1s Five o'clock,
Your Honour has to leave the Chair.

MR. BAIRD:
He was on a point of privilege.

MR. J. CARTER:
I adjourn the debate because it is
five o'clock.

MR. TULK:

No, no, do not
cannab adjourn.

adjourn, You

MR. STMMONS:
He had {1he floor.

MR. TULK:
T had the floor.

MR. SPFAKFR:
Ordaer, please!l

Nccording Lo Standing Order No. 7,
the House dis recessed until 8:00
o'clock tonight.

MR. STMMONS:
7:00 o'clock.

MR. TULK:
7:00 o'clock, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
7:00 o'clock this euvening.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
8:00 o'clock.

MR. TULK:
Well, it was 7:00 o'clock
yesterday.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TULK:
What do you want?

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
8:00 o'clock.

MR. TULK:
Yes, but we have agreed to change
Ehe rules. s thak all?

SOME_HON. MEMRBERS:

Oh, oh!
MR. TULK:
A1l right. Good with me.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What, ime are we coming back?

MR, TULK:
The Speaker said 7:00 o'clock.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
8:00 o'clock.

MR, TULK:
7:00 o'clock, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The House is recessed. It 1is
normally recessed to 8:00 o'clock,
but we ars dealing with an hour
ahead, so il dis 7:00 o'clock.
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The House resumed at 7:00 p.m,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TUIK:

We are continuing on third
reading, centered on the bill that
we are now debating, Bill No. 14,
and an agreement as Lo what will
he called on the Order Paper. I
want to say to Your Honour, and
Your Honour, I think, is  well
aware of this, what T helieve Lhe
hon. gentleman was attempting to
do was to let the clock run to
five o'clock and then hopefully
move a motion of adjournment. As
usual, he got caught out, because,
Mr. Speaker, there has been no
agreement.

We told the Government House
Leader, the member for Grand
Falls, that indeed if he wanted to
call Orders 4 to 19, I believe it
was, that he could do that, no
problem, and he could call any
order he wanted to, but we wanted
Lo debate certain bills on third
reading. There was no agreement
on ktime or topics or Lime Timits
or what orders would be called. I
suggest ko the hon. gentleman that
we do not need any agreement to
debate any bill on third reading.
There was no agreement that the
Speaker would not call anything
else. Of course, there cannot be.

MR. DOYLE:
But there cannol be wide-ranging
debate.

MR. TULK:
Well, now, if we want to debate
what can be wide-ranging or not,
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Your Honour has allowed, for the
past number of sittings in this
House debate to be as wide-ranging
as we want to be.

MR. SIMMONS:
Or as narrow as Mordgan,

MR. TULK:
Oor indeed, as the member for
Fortune - Hermitage suggests, we

can he as narrow as the member for
Ronavista South was.

MR. WELLS:
There was no agreecwnenl  that it
would not be wide-ranging.

MR. TULK:

There cannol bhe any agreement on
what 1s allowed in debate anyway.
Your Honour decides that and Your
Honour has obviously decided that
in this case what we are debating
in this Legislature, namely the
shutdown of the Newfoundland
Railway, the selling-out of the
Newfoundland Railway, for a ness
of potage, is dindeed din order
under this legislation.

MR. SIMMONS:

Good speaker! Good speaker!

MR. TULK:

The hon. gentleman -~ I suggest
this to him - can stand din his
place all he likes and tLtry to
stifle debate on this very

importanl. issue to NewFoundland,
but it is only Your Honour,
sikting 1in the Chair, and not Lthe
owls from the other side, who will
decide what is Jegitimalbe debate
in this Legislature. What we saw
this afternoon atl about five
minutes to five was the hon.
gentleman stand in his place and
try to block debate on this issue
by the Opposition, try to stifle,
try to muzzle the Opposition and
try to get an adjournment debate
SO that tomorrow morning or
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tomorrow afternoon - not tomorrow
afternoon because tomorrow
afternoon is Private Members' Day
~ bul on Thursday he will be able
to walk dinto this House and call
whatever order he wants to call.

He has failed wmiserably. There
has bheen no agreement on
anything. This lLegislature will

perform and will do dits job and
the hon. gentleman can try all he
likes to stop us from doing that,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker, to this point of
order.

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

I do not know whether the hon.
House Leader opposike was given a
shot of something, but he seems to
be -in a different mood now than

bafore. He seems to be geltting
off into all sorts of exbraneous
areas. The point is: What was

the arrangement over Lhis somewhal:
irregular activity +that we are in

now? If the hon. House leader
says that this d4is normal third
reading debate, he must have
fallen on his head when he was a
very small child. This dis not a
normal third reading debate. So

the question is: What was. agreed?

Now, unfortunately we do not have
Hansard, but my understanding from

yesterday - and I am open to
correction, I am not totally
perfect, I admit that - was that

we would bend the rules a 1little
bit by mutual consent on the third
reading of this bill to have a

debate thal would have a
definitive end, a definitive
objectktion, We do nol:;, in this
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House, have debates that go off
into the wild blue yonder and have
no point. We have debates for a
purpose.

Now, T am suggesting thabt after
two days of so-called dehate,
mainly good points made by this
side and sort of garbagey comments
by the other side, Lhat after two
days of that, surely we  have
exhausted the subject. I am just
saying that, having done that, our
agreement has been exhausted, and
now is the time to pull us back to
where we should he on third
reading of the bill.

Unfortunately, as I said, we do
not have Hansard to see the exact
wording. Perhaps Your Honour
might wish to review Hansard Jjust
to see what was said yesterday
when we started on this particular
exercise.

fe hon. leader opposite wishes to

get up. He might want to make a
John Turner Lype of speech,
because I think he is the

Newfoundland Lype o John Turner.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Oh! Oh!

DR. COLLINS:

Well, he was in there fFor a short
period of time, then he ran away,
then he comes back and in a very
rusty fashion says that 1 am now
going to change the way that tiis
House of Assembly operates. I am
now going to make this House of
Assembly something to look up to.
Something to be a beacon of light
to all the rest of parliamentary
activities.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:
Whereas in actual Fact since he
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has been here he has made a
travesty of the rules that we
operate by. There has been many
people in this House for many,
many years, they know how we
operate, they know, even though we
are on opposite sides of the
House, we have understandings that
we live by. But since the hon.
Leader of the Opposition has been
here he has made a travesty, he
has upset the way we normally
operate. He has done it 1n a most
sanctimonious way, and not he
undoubtedly wants to gel up and
again fulminate in the same sort
ar way .

The point 1is we now are not

operating the way 1t has bhean
understood Ffor vyears, that this
Assembly operates, and this

Assembly operated to the good of
the people of this Prouvince. We
have a new person who has come in
here, sort of parachuted in after
a period of time, doing whatever,
and he now wants to make this
House operate his way and, of
course, he 1is making a travesty of
the whole British Parliamentary
tradition.

No other parliament based on the
British tradition would be here
tonight debating something that
has nothing to do with this point
on the Order Paper.

Aand this only has come aboul, Your
Horour, because Your Honour, in
his dinimitably patient way, has
been manoceuvred by this new
parachuted, sanclimonious
influence in this House.

So unfortunately we are :in Lhis
position, and we are quite willing

to deal with it. But,
nevertheless, we are not dgoing to
go beyond what we agreed. We made

an agreement and we are willing to
abide by the agreement, but I
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suggest that we are now going
beyond that agreement.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Indeed we are.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, may I be heard on the
point of order?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of Lhe

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Now, Mr . Speaker, after that
diatribe of trash

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
lear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
- I am tempted to refrain from
saying what T was gqoing to say.

During the supper hour, I was
conscious of the wmember's concern
about government business, so I
went around and I talked to the
members to see how they could
quickly wind up this debate, and
ask them who really felt that they
wanted to speak on it, and I
wanted to make sure that no member
who wanted to have some input 1n
this debate would bhe deprived of
the opportunity. What I said is,
"Do not anybody Jjuskt be repeating
what has already been said, and if
you can say whal you have to say
in five minutes, that 1is enough.
Do not run out the c¢lock on a time
limit. " And our members have
agreed to do ihal.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is what we
intended 1o do. RBut: then we come
back in the House and we get that
diatribe of +dnsults and nonsense
from the Minister of Health, who
should know better.

It dis kempbting ko say no, we will
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do whatever the rules permit us to
do.

But, Mr. Speaker, we place the
order of Dbusiness of this House
first and we place ithe idinteresh of
the people of this Province
first. And there are four or five
members on this side of the House
who have somebthing further to say.

MR. WARREN:
You place yourself fFirst with your
where is my money?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

"MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, we will never get
anything said 1if we are going to
have a gaggle of noise 1like this
constantly.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

MR. WEILLS:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1l1like to make
the point to Facilitate the order
of business of the House. There
are four or five olher members of
this House who have something they

want 1o say on this matter. They
are operating totally and
completely within the rules of {the
House. There has been no

agreement between the government
side and this side that we would
or would not speak about any
particular thing, - we are Jjust
operating strictly within the
rules of the House. I would have
anticipated that without that kind
of gaggle of noise and nonsense
and dinterventions coming from the
other side every time anybody
tries to speak, Mr. Speaker, we
could get through this fairly
quickly. I am satisfied thalt the
members on this side of the House
who want to have some input +into
this should have an opportunity to
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do so. But Lhey insist on their
right to do so and I am going to
support them in :it, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T am prepared to rule on that
matter now. I would 1like to draw
hon. nembers' atkention to what T
said on a number of occasions
yesterday. Third reading, and
this dis din Beauchesne, Page 221,
Section 712 (5): "Third Reading -
The purpose of the third reading
is to review the bill in itts final
form after the shaping it has
received in its earlier stages."

Obviously, that is not what we are
doing at the present time.

Now, why was it allowed to get to
this stage? B think it was
allowed, and T allowed 1it, to get
to this stage because there seemed
to bhe an understanding Dbetween
each side of the House.

T have only had  a chance of
skimming through Hansard in Lthe
Jast: five minultes because 1t was
not availabhle earlier, but I would
Tike to point: this out clearly, as
I think it should be. It was the

hon. Ethe Government House Leader
who said: "You see, Mr., Speaker!
Do yolul see what thay are
attempting to do? They are

attempting to wuse this particular
bill, or whatever other bill they
can find, to get into a debate on
the railway agreement,"

I quite agree with that. It ds
cbuious that we are in a debate an
the railway agreement.

And he carries on: "I have said
there are going to be lots of

opportunities for that. I am
going to be calling the budget
debate, which is wide open. If
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the hon. members want to do it
under Order 3, I said they could
do that. No problem."

Because of that statement I have
allowed this matter to get beyond
the confines of the wvery narrow
field that 1t should. At the
present time T have looked up the
list of members who have spoken.
There are four members who have
spoken on the government side and
three on the Opposition side.
Quite frankly, I think it would
not: be fair to hon members on
either side, and +the third party
certainly has not been recognized
so far Lo speak. I certainly
would nobk bhe comfortable if there
was a restriction made on hon.
members when it had noil: heen made
on hon. members up to this time,
and seven have already spokan.

SOME HON., MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

What hon. members want to do 1is
their affair, and 1if they would
like ko come to some agreement as
to how we can resolve that, that
is fine. I do not think T am
going to resolue it other than on
that basis at the present time.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:
A new point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Ronavista South.

MR. MORGAN:

Mr. Speaker, I think this 1is a
very serious decision to make From
the Chair, because it was by leave
of the House

MR. TULK:
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No, 1t was not.

MR. MORGAN:

— and by agreement between the two
sides of the House, Mr. Speaker -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

No! No!

MR. MORGAN:

- that we would have &
wide-ranging debate on Bill 14,
"an adct To Amend And Consolidate
The Law Relating 7To The Use And
Operation Of Vehicles." The Chair
agreed, because it was agreed
between the bkwo major parties in
the House, that that would be a
widae-ranging debakte to enable the
Opposition to bring forward their
uiews on a specific topic, bive

Railway Agreement. We have had
debate since yesterday on that
topic. Now, Mr, Speaker, the
agreement: is broken from our
side. I think we have had

adequate debate on this very topic
and we should get back to the
precise hill itself, and debate
not be wide-open and ranging, but
confined to the mnarrow topic of
the bill, and debate third reading
of that bill, because we have had
adequate discussion and debate on
the wide-ranging topic of the
Railway Agreement. If we are
going to agree to do this on this
bill here now, Mr. Speaker, it
leaves it open to he doneg on any
hill before the House, and that is
a violation of the rules of the
House. The point is, Mr. Speaker,
the lLeader of bthe Opposition s
wrong 1in saying we are operating
wikhin the rules of the House
because we are not. We are in an
exceptlion o the rules of the
House based on two agreements.
Mr . Speaker, in your ruling
yesterday you made it quite clear
that ik was a special arrangement,
a special agreement. And 1if this
side of Lhe lHHouse SAYS that
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agreement 1is no longer dintact, the
Leader of the Opposition has no
right to say he wants to decide
how many members on his side want

to speak in Lthis debate. ile  has
no right to do that, none
whatsoever, So, Mr. Speaker, my
point 1s that we should be bhack to
the bill dlself, The agreemenl: to

have wide-ranging dehate on the
railway dis no Jonger intact and,
therefore we get hack to the
narrow topic of the bill dtself.

Mi~. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, I have only this to

say: Your Honour has accurately
stated the situation as it
developed: That is my

recollection of dit. There was no
specific agreement, I told Your
Honour that there are four or five
other members on this side of Ethe
House who wanted +to speak, and
there is no 1intention ko drag it

out . If we are finished in an
hour, good. TF it  takes until
10:00 o'clock, well, that is
Fine. Rut. there Hds no intention
whatsoever to drag it out. There

are four or five olther members who
have a few things to say and they
should he allowed +the e Lo
speak.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: ;
To that point of order, the hon.
the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Just on that point of order, for
clarification. If I understand
the hon., the Leader of the
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Opposition rightly - I think he is
more or less admitting that he has

put Your Honour in a most
invidious situation by bringing us
Lo this particular point -~ he is
indicating that this evening's
debate will terminate this
particular proceeding and that we
wi L come to S0OMEe sork aof
resolution, The usual resolution
in Lhis tousa - Lhe hon. Lhe

Leader of the Opposition may not
understand thal, he does nob seem
to know much about parliamentary
procedure the vsual way we
terminate a procedurs in this
House dis to bring & mabkter to a
vote.

Now my understanding from what the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition
seems to dndicate, to the extent
that he indicates anything because
he usually says one thing and then
five minutes later he says another
thing, but to the extent that he
says anything that one can decide
what he says, he 1s saying that he
has no wish to drag out this
particular proceeding unduly,
which would seem to me to indicate
Lhat when members opposite and
members on this side, because
memhers on this side have as much
right and as much expertise to
make their points, that when that
has been done there will be a vote
Laken.

Now  if Lhe hon. Leader of the
Opposition wishes to go a bhit
beyond 10:00 o'clock, we have no
problem with that. We will stop
the c¢lock, +4f need be, and go
beyvond 10:00 o'clock. But he 1is
strongly indicating, and 1t s
very difficult to wunderstand the
hon. Leader opposite because he is
so much over the shot, if I
understand him right, as saying he
does not wish to drag out this

unduly, we will come to a
definitive end, and in this
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particular sitting of the House we
will Finish this by having a
vote. Now that is my
undersktanding.

MR. WELLS:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
I said no such thing, and when you
read Hansard you will see it

This is the hon. membher's
distortion. When things do not go

his way, he likes to distort. Now
here 1t is simply.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

DR. COLLTNS:
What do you want?

MR. WELILS:
Listen and you will hear. Listen
ko it! Sktop the noise and you
will hear.

SOME_HON. MEMBRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, WELLS:

How can anybody hear anything, Mr.
Speaker, with mouths going like
that?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleaseal

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, it is as simple as
this: There are four or five
members on this side of Lthe House
who' stil1l have something to say on
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this matter and they want an
opportunity 1o say it. Hon.
members opposite appear to want to
vote dmnediately, so T presume
none of them want to speak. They
want to wvokte right now, so I
assume nobody over there wants to
speak.

DR. COLLINS:

Do not distort. We want to
speak. Do not distort, We want
to speak,

MR. WELLS:

Well, then, vou do not want *to
voke now.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

A1l I am saying, Mr., Speaker, is
simply this:- There are four or
five -

DR. COLLTNS:

We can vote after each side speaks.

MR. WELLS:

The minister will never hear what
I am saying 1F he 1is speaking
himself at the same time.

DR. COLLINS:

It 1is possible to have a wvote
after each side speaks. You may
not be aware of that, but 1t is
possible in this House to have a
vote after each side has its say.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, the simple statement
is there are four or five members
on this side of the House who want
to speak. Now, if half or more of
this evening is taken up hy
speakers from the other side, I
have no cdoubt whalsoever that we
will not finish before ten
o'clock. T have no doubt Lhat we
will not finish before ten o'clack.
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DR. COLLINS:
Is it your idea of procedure that
only one side of the House speaks?

MR. WELLS:
No . That 1s what the minister

would like to have.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WEILLS:

ALl T am saying, Mr, S$Speaker, 1is
Four or Five members on this side
want to speak. If everyone on
each side speaks, T have no doubt
they will not finish before ten
o'clock. But that s okay by me.
I have no problem with that. We
can finish tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, some may need ten
minutes, some may need five
minutes, some may need twenty—five
minutes, whatever 1is appropriate,
but there is no intention to draw
it out. We are doing simply what
is necessary to handle this matter
responsibly. It is as simple as
that.

SOME._HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR, COLLINS:
T do have Lo say one further word

because we must have an
understanding. Whal the hon.
leader said just now was totally
adverse to whal: he said

previously, which I understand
because he does it all the time.
What he dis now saying - please
correct me if I am wrong - is that
the Opposition want the right to
speak on this motion and as long
as no one speaks on this side he
is willing to bring it to a vote.
But if anyone from this side
brings it to a vote -
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No, no!

DR. COLLINS:

T am just quoting what you said.
If anyone on this side wishes to
speak you will want it to carry on
until tomorrow.

MR. WELLS:
That is wrong.

DR. COLIINS:

T am jusi quoting what you said.
That is what you said. You
yourselF may nobt understand what
you said, but this is what you did
say .

Now, M™Mr. Speaker, T would like to
make our position quite clear. We
are willing to carry on with
debate in this House, speaking one
side from the other. At the end
of the desire of members to speak,
we are willing to bring 1t this
evening to a vote.

MR. MORGAN:
This evening. That is reasonable.

DR. COLLINS:

Now, we are willing to stop the
clock for that purpose if
necessary. Now, if the hon.
member opposite wishes to have
only one-sided comment in  bkhis
House and then bring it to a votle,
Lhat 0 S0 Far out of
parliamentary procedure that I can
hardly comment bhoecause 1t dis so
laughable, I only put it down to
the hon. member being so far away
from parliamentary procedure he
does not understand what is going
on in parliamentary procedure. So
can we have that c¢lear? If the
debate 1is to continue there will
he someone from that side, someone
from this side, and then, when no
further members rise, we will have
a vote, That is normal, common or
garden type, throughout the world,
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Rritish type of parliamentary

procedure.

The hon. the l.eader of the
Opposibkion may not underskand
that, but I am afraid the rest of
the world does understand it that
way .

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, he does 1little to
induce a reasonable arrangement at

all. His 1insults are offensive,
in fact. M. Speaker, it s
simple: There are four or five

people on this side of the House
who want to speak. They will
continue to speak until they have
been heard, and that 1s it. If it
is nine o'clock, thak 1is okay, and
then we will bring it to a vote.
If it is ten o'clock, then we will
bring it to a vote. If it
tomorrcew, Lthen we will biring it to
a vote.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
and they can do what they like,
speak or not, as they see fit.

MR. J. CARTER:
To that point of
Speaker.

order, M~

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the member for St. John's North.

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I have a suggestion
that might resolve all this, and
it has been tried before. It will
require leave of the llouse, and T
would certainly be prepared to
give laoave. That is +1if everyone
were to speak at once, then we
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conld get it over with. Ik would
make it somewhat arduous For
Hansard to unscramble, but I would
certainly be prepared to give
leave .

MR. TULK:

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
I think Your Honour has lheard
enough, to be quite frank with you.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T take the hon. member at his
word . I have heard enough.

MR. TULK:
Yes, and T think it 1s time bto get
on with the debate, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

T have nothing furkther ko add that
I have not said before. There is
nolt. a point: of order. I thought
that we were possibly getting to
some understanding, and we could
possibly curtail the debate or
otherwise. That 1is purely up to
the hon. members, not up to me.

The last speaker was the hon. the

member for lLaPoile. I will
recognize the hon. the member for
Waterford — Kenmount.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr . Speaker, it ig a real
pleasure, finally, to be able to
speak to this -issue, given the
fact that like so many other -

MR. MOQRGAN:
on a point of order, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Bonavista South.

MR. MORGAN:

A point of order 1is, it dis a most
serious one because I think based
on the statements made by the
Leader of the Opposition that his
speaker from his side will speak
in debate on the condition and I
am not going to repeat: something
already said. So 1if that is the
case, Mr. Speaker, we have to all
agree that what he is now saying
to wus in this agreement we have,
on both sides of Ethe House, 1is
Ehakt any speakers Ffrom his s-ide
must not be repeating what has
already said in debate and not bhe
wasting the time of the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order. T am
not aware of any agreement.

The hon. the member for Waterford
~ Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, I 1dintended to stick
as much as possible as T can to
the bill. And to preface my
remarks which what I was going to
say 1s that, as so many others in
the House have said, T have a real
connection with the railway given
Lhe fact: thal my fabther spent
forty years with CN here 1in the
city, And the facl khat we now
have an agreement which changes
Lhe railway certainly as T have
known it down through the years, a
railway which din  the ©c¢ity, 1in
particular, has shown a demise
over the years from a very viable
situation of some 1,500 to 2,000
people down o 350 workers left
flow in St. John's.

Mr. Speaker, the point was raised
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that we had stated our position, I
thought our position was rather
clear throughout in that we
maintain that a four lane highway
across the Province would be good
compensation, 1f you like, Ffor the
fact that we were losing the
railway, adding two lanes and
losing the railway tracks seems to
he equitable agreement, But we
have not attained that goal. We
have Four lanes in the major areas
where traffic deems it necessary,
but  we do not have Ffour lanes
across bthe Province, So are we,
i fact, replacing the railway? A
railway which was gquaranteed to us
by terms of union and now we Find
that we are getting less than the
Eerms  of union wikh Tless bthan a
four lane highway as we all
thought wotl ld be the Fimal
agreement.

The other point we always said we
stood . for was the maintenance
agreement and we do not have that
in place. When T spoke on the
estimates earlier on it was one of
the points I made that if a
railway agreement was put in place
that one of the conditions of it
should be a maintenance agreement
for the highways and for the extra
demands on those highways given
the movement of rail traffic to
the highway and the addition of
o more  lanes. Now  we Find
ourselves in a situation where we
are nol only now we find curselues
in a situation, where not only do
we have some $400 willion hbeing
paid out over a fifteen year
period, hult we do not have any
agreement at all for maintenance.
The government tries to arqgue that
maintenance agreements are not
necessary becaluse highways are a
provincial responsibility,
Sirely, they are our
responsibility normally, but when
you think of the fact thalb we are
changing a mode of traffic from

No. 60 (Evening) R3390



rail to roads and that should be a
continuation of a Terms of Union
agreement and, indeed, probably
Forthcoming a constitutional
agreement, then surely it should
be put in place khat the highway
should he maintained as a
Four -lane highway, jnst as 1in fack
it was agreed that the railway
would he maintained with no
limitation in Ltime.

Mr . Speaker, I note the legal
opinion states there is no
requirement to maintain rail
service in Newfoundland. They

question whether or not it  ds
obligated to bear the cost of
replacing the rail service with an
alternative, such as an adequate
road transportation system.

I would argue, Mr. Speaker, the
Terms of Union very clearly
stated, since we are an island,
with water separating us from the
Mainland, the Terms of Union went:
to great pains to ensure the
continuation of a trans -Canada
communication and transportation
system would be maintained, in
spite of having water in between,
That was gquaranteed ‘in the Terms
of Union.

Having received that guarantee, T
would cortbent that a legal
opinion, and we do not have a
legal opinion stated here, at
least it is not given as a legal
opinion per se, would surely say
that 1if vyour are guaranteeing a
continuation of a trans—Canada
communications transportation
network is indeed not to be
impeded by water, then rail is a
continuation of that, and has been
traditionally. If you remove the
rail, you say now this is going to
be a road connection, Lthat road
connection whether two lanes or
four should continue to be
accepted as one of the Terms aof

1.3391 June 21, 1588 Yol XL

Union.

SOME HON, MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GUILLAGE:

T would think any legal opinion
wonld connect Lhe two and say the
opinion that there should bhe &
connection maintained hy way of
ferry traffic would surely 1link
into a legal opinion maintaining
the removal of rail would mean the
obligation on rail would bhe mouved

to the highway. We do not see any
opinion to the contranry in
anything we have received on this
side. That would naturally

connect, Mi~ . Speaker, to the
maintenance of the highway.

I+ 1is unbelievable to think that
we have $400 million put in place,
not $800 million, as we hear, $400
million of new money and new
agreements, and absolutely nothing

for maintenance. It blows the
mind to think that down the road
fiflteen YeAars from no, and
indeed, throughout that fifteen

year period as we indeed put these
millions in place, we are going to
have +o maintain four lanes of
highway throughout this Province
with absolutely no help from the
Federal gouvernment.

Mr . Speaker, this morning in
Question Period I mentioned the
railway infrastructure.
Throughout the Province Wwe hauve
not only infrastructure such as
track, switches  and signals,
buildings and bridges and whatever
a lot of which, naturally, will
have to be removed and, I would
think, relocated wherever
possible, but we have railway land
and buildings located within the
municipal boundaries in many, many
cases or near municipal boundaries
which can be used by these cities
and towns to help replace the
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economic base they have lost by
losing the railway. We soe
absolutely no mention at all of
how this is going to bhe treated by
the Province.

M, Speaker, I can assure you

there are cities - T can speak for
one, St. John's - and other and

councillors I have spoken to who
are very, very concerned about
being able to have these Tands
transferred directly to them, so
they can help decide their future,
having lost & major economic bhase
with the Joss of the railway.
Without the lands, and without the
huildings heing transterraod to
them - I do not mean transferred
by way of a wvery Jlonyg, drawn ot
legal procedure where it gets
transferred Lo the Province First
at a cost of millions of dollars
and then,  eventually, some of -k,
depending on the whim of the
governmenkt, geks transferred to
whatever communities they see fit,
I mean a direct transfer to Lthe
communities which are losing the
railway right now.

We all know which ones they are,
the four or five major communities
from Port aux Basques to St.
John's which are adversely
affected most by the loss of the
railway, the 1loss of lands and
buildings, the loss of the
economic base, and the 1loss of
employment for their people.

I submil:, Mr . Speaker, the
Province should enter into
renegokiations right away as far
as these lands and buildings are
concerned, These properiies are
worth hundreds of millions. If
you want Lo just dsolate the rail
bed which, of course, is valuahble
in itself, and deal with the
properties throughout this
Province, T would sugges! there
are hundreds of millions of
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dollars worth of property in land
and buildings which should be
properly transferred in a lot of
cases, not In all cases, but in a
lot of cases, to the communities,
the towns, and the cities
adversely affected and will he
dramatically affected economically
if these properties and lands are
not transferred to them,

Mr. Speaker, rekurning ornce again
to the point of maintaining the
railway, T would ITike to just
quote from a person  who Wa s
involved earlier on and is now in
his eighties. I am referring to
M. Pickersgill.

The Ekhree points he made were:
Number oneg, keep the railway
operalting while the highway is
being upgraded. He did not wmean
that be open-ended, hut certainly
the Sullivan Report recommended a
five-year period during which the
railway would not close down until
the highway, at least in terms of
being upgraded and expanded to a
four -lane system, as is being

recommended now - hopefully the
government would have gone
further, but certainly as we sec
the deal +in place right now - at

least five years be a time frame
wherehy the railway  would rnot
close until five years of
construction had gone on  and we
would see a good portion of the

Trans -Canada expanded to Four
lanes. We do not have that 1in
place. Tt ig an open-ended
situation now. If we read it
carrectly, September 1 the
railway's mandate ends and we
sharl construction on the
expanding the Trans-Canada to four
lanes in given parts of Lhe

Province.

The other point Mr. Pickersgill
made was that Four lanes should be
put 1din place across the Province
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and maintenance and snow removal
be an obligation of the federal
government and, finally, that
preference for highway work wot d
go to railway workers.

Sure we see a grandiose promised
package being proposed by Fhvis
agreement whereby rail workers are
promised to be Tlooked afler. We
have already heard the comments of
some  of our union leaders saying
they hoped that that will be so.
aut hope 1is not always the beskh
way of doing things.

We would 1like to see more of an
agreement put in place whereby it
is gquaranteed in the agreement
these people will be looked after
and that, in fact, if highway
work, as we know, is going to be
started relatively soon, workers
would be given some preference as
far as working on the highways if,
in fact, they: cannot be placed in
railway jobs. That sort of an
agreement 1S certainly not in

place as we see il now.

Mr . Speaker, e only s0e $5
million heing @allocated in the
agreemenl:, $5 million which T
assume will be mostly spent on
Tegal fFfees, as T read 1t, but no
agreement whatsoever on the
transfer of lands and properiies,
the value of which, of course, is
in the hundreds of wmillions. T
shudder to think of the amount of
legal fees and time that 1is going
to bhe expended bhefore we finally
get a lok of these properties
transferred to the communities 1in
which they are involved.

Mr. Speaker, T think in closing T
would just 1like to say there is
great concern out there in St.
John's, 1in Mount Pearl, 1in Port
aux Basques, Bishop's Falls and
all areas of the Province whereby
workers are heing affected
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adversely by this particular
agreemenl: . Not only do we want to
see workers looked after, and
guaranteed in this agreement that
they will be looked after, but
fhat fhe econowmic bhase Gthey have
heen counting on for so many years
wouled be maintained and the lands
and properties would bhe, indeed,

LransFervad over to Fhese
municipalities so they would have

a better control, Mr. Speaker, of
Lheir future.

Thank you.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBTN:

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,

I would certainly like to have the
opportunity to have a Faw comments
as it relates to the discussions
taking place, Mr. Speaker, today
and yesterday as it relates to a
very posiktive deal that was worked
out between the Government of
Newfoundland and the Government of
Canada as it affects our Province.

Mr. Speaker, I am like all hon,
gentlemen consclious or cognizant
of what has taken place here over
the past few days as it relates Lo

discussions that were brought
about as a result of the

government receiving funding for
the railway that was on 1its way
out: . I guess, as the member for
Placentia (Mr . Patterson) just
suggested, it was given its death
knell some ftime ago.

Mr. Speaker, [ think the hon. the
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member for Waterford Kenmount
(Mr. Gullage) made reference to
Mr. Pickersgill. [ guess, I have
the opportunity to read it into
the record again -~ it probably was
done already - a letter Mr .
Pickersgill wrote when he was the
Minister of Transport, I
understand.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

He said "Insofar as the
application fFor abandomnent, is
concerned, 1t has been undertaken
principally on  kthe understanding
reached with the Government of
Newfoundland when the Federal
government undertook to pay the
Full cost of buwilding a modern
highway to Argentia from the
Nrans--Canacda Highway.'

MR. DTNN:

How much did (inaudible).

MR. PATTERSON:
There was no maintenance in that: .

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, that is the question
I have. We are sitting here, Mr.
Speaker, with a Jletter from the
federal Minister of Transport, the
hon ., Mr . Pickersgill, when he
agreed to phase out the railroad
from Argentia to the
Trans—Canada. That was in 1968,

Mr. Speaker, where was the Leader
of the Opposition Mr. Wells) at
Ehat time T wonder, when this deal
was worked out, when the
Government: of Newfoundland and
Labrador agreed, Mr. Speaker, -

AN HON. MEMBFER:
No, (inaudible).

MR, TOBIN:

ancd Lhe federal govaernment
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undertook to pay for the Full cost
of building a wodern highway from
Argentia ko the Trans—-Canada?

At that time the prouvincial
government agreed that it would
offar no objections kLo the

abandonment of the railway after
the highway had been opened.

Mr. Speaker, where was the clause
in  that agreement Lhal shows us
where there is a maintenance
program? Where were Lhe concerns
of the leader of the Oppositi
then, Mr. Speaker, as -+t relates
to a maintenance program on the

roacds? I'he Government ol
Newfoundland, of which the hon.
gent leman, Mr . Speakear, Wl & a

part, agreed with the fedaral
govarnment o close ok the
railway for a road with no clause,
Mr. Spaaker. Was  Fhere any money
put in place for the communities
of Dunville, Argentia, and these
places that are gaing to e
affected by the close-out ofF the
this? Was there any package put
in place For people who are
affected as a result of this?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No., No.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the
Opposition cannot come 1into this
House with his holier-than—-thou
atltitude and make out thalt he can
walk on water and do all these
wonderful +things and at the sane
time be part of a government that

sold us cown the tithe, M,
Speaker, the people who worked in
thatl Araa ., Where W s Mg

maintenance agreement as it
relates to that?

That was the first nail 1in the
coffin in Lhe railway of
Newfoundland and the lLeader of the
Opposition was one of the fellows
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who controlled the hammenr in
driving that nail and he cannot
get away from that. He comaes 1into
this House today and make such
statements, Mr. Speaker. He makes
statements about the agreement and
no maintenance clause. Where s
the maintenance clause there? Why
does he not -come out and come
clean with Lhe people of this
Prouvince and lel Lhe people what
he is?

1 can tell fim further, M,
Speaker, T had the opportunity.
And T am very proud, Mr., Speaker,
that one thing 1in this agreement,
together with another one, gives
the people of my district, the
people of an isolated community in
Paetit Forte the right, which they
deserve, the rights that everybody
else has, and that is to be free
of isolation.

I am proud that that is there,
that the people of Petit Forte
will now, in this agreement
together with another one that s
in place, $6 million will Dbe
spent. Hopefully, we can get it
going as fast as we can and get
the engineering work done, gel the
bulldozers down there, and give
them people the right bto dget in
their cars and drive out of their
community.

T say somekhing else, Mr. Spaeaker,
Pelit Forte, bhecause of the
determination of the hardworking,
dedicated, sincere Newfoundlanders
who live in that community, +if it
were not for them, Mr., Speaker, we
would not be building a road Lo
Petit Forte.

Where was the Leader of the
Opposition when the people of
Petit Forte were being resettled?
Where was the Leader of the

Opposition then, Mr. Speaker, when
they were offering them $1500 a
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year to move For three in @
family? Where was the Leader of
the Opposition khen? He was not
doing what this government is
doing and that 1is protecting the
rights of people to 1live where
they want to live.

He WES out thare ki1l ing
comnunities, Mr. Speaker, denying
people Lhe righll Lo stay and live
where they were born. That s
whal. the lLaeader of bthe Opposition
did. I was reminded of that this
euening in & conversation with
some people from Petit Forte.
They Maua not forgotbten, M,
Speaker, where he stood, togethear
with some other people.

Just imagine, Mr, Speaker, he
talked about a maintenance clause
for the railway when he tried,
when he was part of the
government, which Forced people
from the soil they were born on,
uproot them and skuttle them
across the bay wherever they could
go. Give them a barge and throw
land at them!

He talks about maintenance, Mr.
Speaker. The maintenance of the
railway was more important to him
now than il was when the Argentia
track came up, or when he was
moving people from Pelbit Forte and
Southeast Right and these places.

AN HON. MEMBER:
A Merasheen Tsland.

MR. PATTERSON:
Tell us about when Harry pulled
FPA outb of Gander now.

MR, TOBIN:
Yes.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, in 1967,
with the strong arm of the Leader

of the Opposition @l his
colleaqgues in government, they
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almost. achieved that. There were
sixkbeen faunilies left in  Pekit
Forte, Mr, Speaker, There are
approximately forty there today.
Just ACroOss the Sound, Mr .
Speaker, in Southeast Bight they
were reduced, I believe, to six.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Port Anne is gone.

MR. TOBIN:

Yes. Port Anne is gone, Merasheen
is gone, Little Paradise is gone,
Great Paradise 1is gone, and Red
Island 1is gone, Mr. Speaker. He
achieved all +that. I am sure he
is proud of that, Mr., Speaker. I
am sure he achieved all that, Mr.
Speaker. He is proud of that.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, I was
reminded of this this evening by
people from Petit Forte who were
very upset with the lLeader of the
Opposition and the Liberal Party
being opposed Lo khem having a
road,

foday, M™Mr. Speaker, we saw khe
depths of  hypocrisy, when  the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir
(Mr. Gilbert) comes into this
House, Mr. Speaker, bringing 1in
petition after petition every day,
trying to get the road paved to
Burgeo.

Mr. Speaker, through the hard work
of the MP for Burin - St. George's
we were successful. The people of
Burgeo are successful 1in getting
the road paved. But how c¢can a
member stand din this House with
$12 willion approved to pave the
road in his district and be
opposed ko 1t? T think, Mr
Speaker, the people of Rurgeo
deserve helter representation.

T can tell the hon. gentleman, Mr,

Speaker, that in a press
conferance in Mary st own this
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morning with the Ministenr of
Fisheries (Mr. Rideout) and the
Minister of Development (M,
Barrett), we reminded the people
of the South Coast where the
Leader of the Liberal Party and
his caucus stood as it related to
what was happening here.

Mr. Speaker, why do the people
from Coomb's Cove, another part of
the South Coast, deserve their
member in the House of Assembly,
former member of Parliament, to
stand up here and he opposed to
$8.8 million being spent 1in the
Coomb's Cove area. I happen Lo
know that area too, Mr. Speaker,
and T believe that the people of
Rurgeo and the people of Coomb's
Cove, Tlike Llhe people in olther
parts of Lhis Province, have a

“right o expect pavement,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TORIN:

It dis wunfortunate, Mr. Speaker,
indeed it is sad, when Lhey elect
people to represent them +in the
House of Assembly 1like the two
hon. gentlemen they have now and
they get up, Mr. Speaker, and
criticize an agreement that is
going to give that k.ind of
pavement and road work to the area.

Mr. Speaker, I noticed today, from
a statement by the minister, that
tenders are now being called +in my
own district, from Red Harbour to

Marystown, For pavement, $4.5
million worth of resurfacing from
Red Harbour Lo Marystown. That,
Mr. Speaker, will be beneficial +to
the people From Rushoon and
Parker's Cove and Bold Harbour and
Brookside, and all the other
places. It is the heaviest
traffic area on he Rurrin

Peninsula.
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They deserve that, Mr. Speaker.
They deserve to be able to drive
over a decent road, and the
Liberal Party of this Province is
opposed ko it.

Mr. Speaker, what we are saying
here +is they can cubt the pie how
Fhey THike. They can cul: the cake
ftow  they like. The facts remain
clear that  Lhesoe projects, Mr .
Speaker, the amounts here,
including bthe pavement for Dirgeo
and the road to Petit Forte, Mr.
Speakaer, arnd Coombs Cove and
Colinet te  North Harbour, and
paving from Plum Point to FEnglee
and $10 million for RBonavista,
paving Red Bay Road, Mr. Speaker,
the fact of the matter is that the
Liberal Party in Ehis Province 1is
opposed to ~ this deal and are
opposed to these projects taking
place.

MR. BAKER:
Do mnot be so silly, boy!

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, these are the facts,
and the member for Gander (Mr.
Baker), is against it. I can tell
him, Mr. Speaker, T will be -in
Grand Falls tomorrow morning for a
press conference, as a matter of
fact, and I will be telling the
people out there in  Windsor
Buchans where the Leader of the
Opposition stood on some issuaes T
will bhe addressing tomorrow.

AN HON. MEMRFR:
(Tnaudible).

MR. TOBTIN:
T will be telling them that Loo,
Mr . Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, we have the railway
that started to go down as a
result of Lthis letter that was
written here, which the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Wells) is part
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of, that is the Argentia line.

What about the passenger train,
Mr. Speaker, when they took off
the passenger trains and pub on
the CN buses? How much money was

allocated by Fhe Federal
government then to dmprove the
Trans--Canada  Highway? How  much

money was put 1in place then to
improve the Irans-Canada  Highway
hecause of the demands Lhat were

Ggoing L) be placad on Lhe
Trans-Canada by Lhe road
crinisers? How  mnich  monaey, M
Speaker? Where was the Liberal

Party then? Which party was in
government then when that closed
down?

MR. BAKER:

What about the Depression?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, nhear!

MR. TORIN:

Mr. Speaker, I can tell the hon.
gentleman one thing, there will be
no depression in the Liberal Party
as long as big business continues
to throw hucks at their leader.
There will be no depression there,
M, Speaker. There will bhe
richas, Mr. Speaker. They will be
fFrom rags to riches, there 1is no
doubit abonl Lhat abont the Liberal
Parly. He does not have bto worry
about a depression chara, M
Speaker, as long as some of the
business people in  this Province
can get their talons in the right

people and CAn control Lhe
levers. There will be no

depression 1in the Liberal Party.
The bucks are too big for that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TOBIN:
That is right, Mr. Speaker.
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My good Friend, my colleague for
Grand Bank (Mr. Matthews) Jjust
reminded me of anolher one.

AN HON. MEMRFR:
Is this a filibuster?

SOME HON. MEMRFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:
It might be,

Now, Mr., Speaker, what about the
Freight service on the South Coast
of this Province? Who remembers
that? Does the member for Burgea
- Bay d'Espoir (Mr, Gilbert)
remember that?

MR. GILBERT:
(Inaudible) ferry service on the
Soubkh Coast,

MR. TOBIN:
T am sure the member for Fortune -

Hermitage remembers it

MR. WARRFN:
He is not here tonight.

MR. TORIN:

No, [ am sure hg remembers 1t
When they put the flag half mast
in Petit Forte, Mr. Speaker. When
they flew +the flag for a whole
yaear in Petit Forte half mast when
he was the MP, when he was the
Member of Parliament,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. TOBTIN:
I am sure he remembers that.

MR. WARREN:
No, no that is not right.

MR. TORIN:

Mr. Speaker, when they took off
the coastal hoal:; which Was
synonymous with the
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No, nol

MR. TOBIN:

Talk about abouat a situakion. We
resettled +them, Mr. Speaker, and
when that did not work, what did
the Liberals do then? They took
away the coastal boat.

MR. WARREN:
No, that was not the Liberals. No !

MR. TORBIN:

Well, Mr . Speaker, thank God
things have changed. Thank God,
M, Speaker, governnents nave
changed and attitudes have

changed. Tnstead of trying to
resettle people and dinstead of
removing their coastal boaks from
them, like the Liberals did, this
admwinistralbion s going Fo see to
it that there 1is a road built
through thedir comminity,

M. Speaker, as [ said today, we
happened to be din Marystown Jast
night  and  today myself and iy

colleagues, the Minister of
Development and the Minister of
Fisheries (Mr. Rideout). All  we

gol:, Mr. Speaker, were positive
comments, wvery positive comments
on this agreement, including, Mr,
Speaker, a call from a very
prominent Liberal -+in wmy diskrict,
who 1is known quite well to some of
you people,

The member for St. Barbe (Mr.
Furey), Mr. Speaker, he might as
well say what he 1is going to say
because the House 1is soon going to
close and there may be an election
and he will never know what this
place looks 1ike again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear)

MR. WARREN:

According to the polls, he is gqone.
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MR. TOBIN:
He will never know, Mr. Speaker,
what this place looks like again.

and I do not blame the member Ffrom
the Straits clapping his desk at
the fact that Uthe wember for St.
Barbe will never know what the
House Jlooks like again, because
when you look at the funding
allocated 1in this for the member
for the Straits (Mr. Decker), Mr.
Speaker, and the way bthat i1 has
heen criticized by the member for
3. Barbhe (Mr. Furey), Uthen there
ie no doubt as to how he feels

ahoul it.

MR. WARREN:
Do not worry, the member for the

Stratits has been already Fold he

cannot run any. more. He has
already > been told. Mr . Roberts

wants to come back there. He
cannot run there any wmore. Eddy
Roberts wants that job, make room
for Eddy Roberts okay.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Speaker, I say that this
agreement: 1is a good agreement for
the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador. T honestly believe, Mr.
Speaker, this agreement is a good
agraement for Lhe people of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

i

T know, M, Speaker, it i
welcomed in my district.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudihle).

MR. TORTN:

On the South Coast and the Burin
Peninsula! T do nokt wind saying
it, on the Burin Peninsula, we did
not have a railway down there.
The railway did not mean anything
to the Bur.in Peninsula, Mr .
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Speaker, it did not mean anything
to us.

So why should we be against the
railway, Mr Speaker, something
that was never on the Burin
Peninsula. Projections For e
use of it this year was something
Tike 11 percenk of the traffic.

S50, Mr. Speaker, what is all LChe
fuss? hy are the Opposition
opposead Lo Ehis? Why? Why?
Fuerybody knows why, because Lhey
are afraid of Qi They are afraid
of this Province doing well. They
are  afraid  the poeople in  this
Province are going to hecome
treated like obher people. They
are afraid, Mr. Speaker.

The member for Burgeo is running
scared in his district. Frhat is
why he is against the pavement
going down there, that is why, Mr.
Speaker. The member better be,
Probably he should talk to Lhe MP
a little bit more and not the
mayor and then he will know whatk
is going on down there.

I can say, Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of the people of Burin - Placentia
West, we support this deal. We
think it is an excellent deal. We
look Forward +o the people of
Petit Forte, the people that the
loader of the Opposition tried to
resettle, and then the member for
Fortune Hermitage came on  the
scene, the federal member, arnd
tried to  deny  them the coastal
hoat service they had,

AN HON. MEMBER:
He Lrieaed.

MR. TOBIN:
He did not try, Mr. Speaker, he
did.

MR. MORGAN:
Mr. Simmons, 1is even (inaudible).
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MR. TOBIN:

Oh, oh, +that dis why he 1ds not
here, Ch, T thought he was not
here bhecause T  told him  this
evening

MR. WARREN:
No, he was afraid. He was told
nolt Lo come.

MR. TOBTN:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, he was. We did
it in the 1984 elections. Do not
you ever kid  yourself. As &
matter of Fact, my district
contributed more than any other
district to his defeat in 1985 and
I was wvery proud to be part of
that.

As & wmatter of Fact, [ headed up
the campaign in Burin - St.
George's. Tt was Lhe most votes
ever got in Burin -~ Placentia West
by a PC candidate when Mr. Price
won the district. Tt has since
grown 1in the Tlast election For me
and that was the most uotes euer
gotten,

AN HON. MEMBER:
He has changed it since then.

MR. TORIN:

He has changed it since then.
Well you never know, Mr., Speaker.
We were down this morning and
strolled through the shipyard with
the Minister of Development, where
641 employees uere working

directly as a result of this
government,
MR. BARRETT:
And they were some delighted to be
included in that highways

agreement:.

MR. TOBTIN:

Yes. And I am sure, Mr. Speaker,
khe people get to talk about it.
Let me say on behalf of the people
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we are proucd of this deal. Tt is
a good deal, and it is too bad the
Liberals are burying themselves as
a result of it.

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor the Strait
of Belle fsle,

MR. DECKFER:

Mr, Speaker, I find myself
becoming more and wmore enlightened
as hon. gentlemen from the other

side speak. T did not realize the
influence Liberals had on past

histaory. Hearing of the
devastation the Liberals wrought
on this Prouvince, T am almost
ashamed to belong to the party
anymore

S50ME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

T am going to have to have some
research done, Mr, Speaker, to see
iF Ekhere is any kruth in any of
those positions.

MR. MORGAN:
You ought to be ashamed.
totally ashamed last week.

You were

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the
hon. Lhe member For Aonavista
South 1is aware of it or not, but
my nomination +is over and T am bhe
Liberal candidate in the next
election.

SOME HMON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MORGAN:

(Inaudible) your own detriment.

MR. DECKER:
Tf the member knows something T do
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not know, I think he should get up
and say it.

Mr . Speaker, I have here a
statement by the hon. the Premier
which he made on June 20. On page
2 he wmakes a very valid point. He
says, referring to the
announcement, "Today's
announcement is an historic stride
in our transportation Future .
Together with Mr. Crosbhie, I am
prov () he a part of his
Forward-looking, comprehensive
improvement to the Lransporta Llon

syslen of Newfoundland and
Labracor. ' Now, Mr . Spaeakar,
hecause e are on this

transportation bill, we are Ltaking
advantage of the hbhill *to discuss
this particnlar agreement. R
the thing which never ceases to
amaze me is how hon. members on
the opposite side, whose leader
just annonncacd this historic
stride in our transportation
future, are S0 reticent in
debating this particular bill.
Members on this side of the House
have had to do everything in our
pouwer to force government members
into debating this comprehensive
stride in our transportation
system.

One would wonder if the Premiler
actually meant what he said. one

would wonder if this is a
comprehaensive stride in our

transportation system or, M,
Speaker, is this anothar abttempl,
aimilar to the attempt which was
brought on by . & Former  Tory
Governmeni. in Ottawa, to break the
Torms of Union of this Province
with Canada. I am talking about
the Diefenbaker era, Mr. Speaker,

when they tried to break the Terms
of Union as layed out in Term 29.

TL nevar ceases ho amaze me why,
every time we get a Tory
Government in Ottawa, they kry to
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put the shaflt to Newfoundland.
They tried to do it with Term 29,
and they are trying to do it again
today with Term 31. We, Mr.
Speaker, the Liberals in this
House, are not going to let this
go through without putting up a
fight, and a gallant fight it is.
Let the people of Newfoundland
know, let history know that when
this administration attempted to

take away our constitutional
pight, Fiflteen gallant  men s tood
strong. Aand we are prepared to
Faght, Mr . Speaker. e are

prepared to give it all we have,
so  thal when someone Lampers wikh
our constitulional rights, we will
Fight  for Newfoundland. We  will
not posture, we will stand firm,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, maybe I should bell
something about my personal
Feelings aboul railways. [ never
saw a railway, I never saw a Ltrain
until € was seventeen or eighteen
years old, and I was not
particularly impressed  with it
when I did see it. I have no
nostalgic feelings toward
railways, but I do have nostalgic
feelings toward the Terms of Union
with Canada. When we became &
part of Canada, the nation had a
national transportation system and
we usaed the rail; the rail was our
extension of that national
transportation system, Expertks
tell us, and I agree, that today,
in 1988, the most efficient way Eto
transport freight is by road.
There is no argument there.

AN HON., MEMBER:
(Inaudible) Ottawa, mostly.

MR. DECKER:

Ot tawa s quite legitimabe in
transferring their obligation from
rail  to  road. As  long as  they

maintain it, and as long as it
remains part of the Constitution,
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there 1s no problaem. Tn 1988, the
road could well be the best way to
Eransport freight ACTOS S chis
nation. There 1is no argument. By
the tine Lhis agraemani: i
completed, the year 2003, fifteen
yaars from now, blimps might he
the mosl economical efficient WAy
to  transport freight across this
Provinca, IF that  is the case,
M. Speaker, then under the Terms
of  Union wikh Canada Canada s
obligated, 4t s writkten dn stone,
it dis part of the Constitution, -t
is part of Lhe agreement we made
with Ottawa in 1949, will change
from rail, to road, to blimps.

That dis what is important. That
is written in stone forever. By

the year 2049, who knows how we
will be moving freight across this
Province? Tt could well be by
rail again. But this agreement
SAYS we  will never go  back,
because we have allowed Ottawa off
the hook. And if the railway once
again hecomes an efficient way to

Mmove traffic, we cian whistle
Dixie, because this government 1in
cohorts with anolthep Tory

government have taken away that
Term of Union, they have destroyed
it, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, Ff we do not soon gat
this government out, by the year
3000 horse and cart wighl be fthe
only economical thing to use 1in
Lhis Province. Becanse they are
tearing the economy down, nothing
will be efficient excepi: the horse
and cart, because the horse can
get a bit of grass on the side of
Lhe road.

No matkber how the federal
government decides to live up to
its obligation, the Ffact of the
matter 1s they have a contract
with  Newfoundland to provide a
transportation service in this
Province, It tis not thal long ago
that the Premier's position was
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similar to ours din that regard,
and I cannot understand what
brought  on this about -face, this
total turn-around, this 180 degree
turn  around, T cannot understand
it, Mr. Speakar. IL reminds me of
Gecrge  Orwell's 1984, that  book
which T @m sure Lhe hon. Speaker
himself nmust have read, when there

were thrae SUparpowers in Lhe
world, Oceania, Fast Asia and
Furasia, N these threo

superpowers were constantly in &
shate  of war: bhere was Oceania
and East Asdia at war against
Furasia, or there was Furasia and
Oceania against EFast Asia.

The Minister of Propaganda from
Oceania was making a speech and he

was attacking Eurasia the
scoundrels, Furasia the

good-for-nothings, Eurasia was not
fit to be on this planet, and he
was praising up FEast Asia the
good, Fast  Asia  the wonderful,
East Asia the great, and somebhody
plucked on his coattail and sadid,
'"We are now at peace with Furasia
and al war with Fasl Asia.!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. DECKER:
I am getting to the point, Mr.
Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel!

The hon. member is straying a
Tittle bik. T do not see the
relevance, so would you please get
back to the subject.

MR. DECKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

TF Your. Honour will just bear with
me a few more seconds I will tie
ikoall  dn. T assure you, Sir,
that is what I intend to do.
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MR. W. CARTER:
Talk about Mother Goosae.

SOME HHON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

In the midst of his speech with
his attack on Furasia, someone
plucked on his coattail and said,
We are now akb  war with East

Asia. We are no longer at war
Wi th Furasia. And without

missing a beat, the Minister of
Propaganda engaged in a full scale
atlack on Furasia, without missing
a bheat, Mr. Speaker, and T céan
relate that to some newspaper

clippings I have . He wotl 1d
rastore passengenr service.
Pockford chose this Centril

Newfoundland railway Eown to
announce a renewed effort by lLhe

provincial governmenl to restore

Fhe Jline o dits original role.
We are at war with Furasia!

He said, 'The federal government
will be expected to provide the
money required.’ Eurasia the bad,

the evil. [ will give a direct
quote, "our policy, says Mr .
Peckford, s not based on

nostalgia but on the certain fact
that we will need kthe railway in
an energy expensive future." We
are at war wikth Furasia, Mr .
Speaker. Packford told supporters
- another quotation - "The railway
must be a permanent transportation
system 1in  Lhe Province," and he
realFirmed his commitment to see
fhat it dis upgraded. We are ab
war with Furasia, Mr. Speaker.

n statement hy Premier Rrian
PeckFord in  May 1980, Ffrom @
discussion tape on the bhilateral
issues, Canada/Newfoundland: "The
railway in Newfoundland provides a
vital transportation link and must
he maintained and improved to
provide residents and husiness in
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Newfoundland a level of service
comparable o other provinces.
This is particularly so when the
overall energy sitwation facing
the world over the next number of
decades s taken ‘inkto account.

Mr. Speaker, what about this one?
"packFord VoS to keap the
railway." Yes, Mr. Speaker, right
in khe wmwidst of his speech with
hie lambasting of Eurasia, someone
pluckaed on his coatball and said,
"Rut we have a Tory Government in
Otlawa now. We no longer have a
Liberal Government in Ottawa now,'
and  without blinking an eyelash,
the Minister of Propaganda from
Furasia says, "Today ' s
announcement is an historic stride
in our transportation Future.
Together with Mr. Croshie, I am
proud to bha it par of Lhis
forward-looking, comprehensive
improvement. to the transportation

system of Newfoundland and
Labrador. ' MNow, M Speaker,

there is doublespealk. Is that the
word they used for it?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Newspeak .

MR. DECKER:

Newspeak?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Double-talk.

MR. DECKER:

T think the word T am Tlooking for
is doublethink. Doublethink means
the powear of holding Lo
contradictory beliefs in one's
wind  stmnltaneously and accephing
hoth of +them at the same time.
My, Speaker, T would gather that
this 1is doublethink, a classic
example of doublethink.

Mr. Spaaker, Jlet us Jlook abt some
of the other things that went on
whean this praess confarance wWas
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given vesterday, “In all Lhe
hullabaloo, we have missed the
speach by Mr. Ron  Lawless., L
suppose the key sentence in Mr.
lLawless' speech is this: 'The hoss
is hack . The hoss he is
referring to, Mr. Speaker, is when
CN  brings their Llrucking syslem
back “into Newfoundland and begins
o compete with the Don PiLlgrims
whao have one truck, with the Carl
Mays who have a couple of trucks,
wilh  the Newfoundlanders who arae
trying to lake advantage of the
deregulalion in the trucking
business and are trying to hecome
small, independent businessmen,
'"The hoss ds back now', he says.

'The initiative' - he refers +to
Ehis  agreement - 'will allow a
highway orientated service to
survive and to flourish.' How?
'We will pick up and deliver by
road from dockside in

Newfoundland. ' What does he bthink
the Don Pilgrims are doing in
Newfoundland Loday if they are not
picking up at dockside and
delivering +to¢ the businesses of
Newfoundland.

SOME HON., MEMRFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

'We will give our customers more
frequent and reliable service,' he
SAYE ., '"We will  offer them an
intermodal ctistomer saryice
ordganization national 1in  scope.
e Wi 1 connect hem nore
effectively than can anyone else
with the vast Canadian, U.3, and
Querseas intermodal freight
markets. And  we will increase
market share.' Where 1is he going
to get Lthis dncrease 1in market
share? Is it the fourteen extra
trucks the Premier talks aboulk?
No, he is going to put every small
trucker in bthis Province out of
business. That dis what he 1ds
going to do, Mr. Speaker. This 1is
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a declarakion of war [y a
government subsidized company who
is going Lo pub our truckers out
of bhusiness. 'The boss dis bhack',
Mr. Speaker, a declaration of war.

Mr . Speakor, some  other pointsg
have been touched on and I want to

reinforca Fhem, When e talk
about changing this national

transportabtion Mrom rail and
putting it on the road, this
agreemeant  does not assure me Fhat
we shall have a safer and more

efficient highway to drive over,

not on September 1. I use the
highway practically every weekend,
Mr. Speaker, and I know that every
so many  vehicles L meet s a
tractor-trailer. And I know that
if T meet a tractor-trailer today,
she will have a load of pulp wood
on, she will have some Ffurniture
on, she will have flour or milk or
cement  or some other commodity.
But after Septemher 1, Mr .
Speaker, when T meet that
tractor-trailer coming toward me
at. 65 or 70 miles an hour, [ will
know that in addition to pulp wood
or furniture or whatever, thlat

truck could be loaded with
dynamite and dynamite caps. That

is what the fact will be after
Seplember 1.

MR. DOYIT:
There dis dynamite on the highway
every day, there is propane on the
highway every single day. What
makes it any different now?  There
is propane on the highway eavery
day and dynamite on  the highway
every day. What ds going Lo he
different now? And also, a lot of
these substances are hauled hy
waker, ”

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. DECKER:

Mr . Speaker, when the hon,
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minister gets up Lo speak, T would
like him to reaffirm that there is
dynamite and dynamite caps being
transported on the road today.

After September 1, I will know
that T no longer have the security
of meeting commodities only, but
there will he dynanite and
dynamite caps.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, I am beginning to
think that the Premnier 1in  this
agreement lived up to his past
history of taking whatever he can
get when he can get ik, as he said
aboul the member For Bellevus. He
will take what he can gelt, when he
can get it

Mr . Speakar, af ter September T
will krow Lhat that
tractor -trailer coming  Gtowards  me
al sixly-five or seventy miles an
hour conld, in  theory at least,
have nitroglycerin on board.

MR. RIDEOUT:
The theory was the same way two
months ago.

MR. DECKER:

No it was not, it was all by rail,
as the minister knows. As  of
September 1, the dangerous goods
and chemicals will be transferred
from rail to road.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not have
any argument with that Af it were
phased out. In the Pickersgill
letter you will noltice Ehat Mr.
Pickersgill referred to the fact
that the road had to be put in
place before the branch line was
phased ok, B
AN HON. MEMRER:

(Tnaudible) .
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MR. DFCKER:

Oh, the minister is threatening me
oL, Well, let history show that
when the member for the Strait of
8ell Tsle was under attack and
being threatened he did not flinch
but he stood stronyg, Mr. Speaker.
and he will stand strong, because
he will not be wmuzzled by Lhe
Minister of Transportion or the
member For Bonaviska South, or
whatever,

The logical reasonable thing to
do, Mr. Speaker, with this railway
was Lto phase 1t outl. If  hon.
members have read Fhe lLiberal
position on that, which we have
had now For some time, we sald
that the rail should be phased out
over a ten year poariod or whatever
it takes. Now how much more
secure wonld T feel, or any other
members in this House who drives
over bhat highway, iF we could be
assured that there would be no
dangerous chewicals on the highway
until a  highway was put there
which was capable of handling this
extra traffic. It should have
heen phased oui, Mr. Speaker.

This is what I see wrong with this
particular agreement. There 1s no
attempt to phase out the railway,
it is going to be the big bang
theory of c¢reation. It is a hig
bang! Tt will happen just like

that! One minute we have the
rallway, and the next minute
everything is dumped on the

highways and, Tlet me tell you, Mr.
Speaker, the highways will not be
safe to drive over ‘imnediately.

Now, they will be in a matter of
time.

MR. DOYLE:
(Tnaudible) Englee.

MR. DECKFR:

Speaking of Englee, Mr. Speaker,
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when Minister of Transportation
gets up, I would like him fto tell
me how wany kilometres he is going
to pave in Englee. If he wants to
talk about Englee, although ik is
a bit drrelevant to the ‘topic,
Just  kell me how many kilometras
and when. T would appreciate that.

Now, Mr. Speaker, part of this
agreeamnant inceludes A secongdary
roads agreemant . That 1is correct,

is Ll not?  Members will agrae

Five years ago the previcns
Minisler of Transportation stood
in Roddickton and said - T was Lhe

mayor at  the time and we were
talking about this very road that
the minister is talking about
Ltonight, Tk is not in Lhis
sacondary roads agreement, mind
you — "The only reason the road to
Fnglee is not paved is because we
do not Mave & secondary roads
agreement. But we are on the
verge..."

AN HON. MEMBER:
And he just (inaudible).

MR. DECKER:

Five years ago. "We are on the
verge of getting a secondary roads
agreement nol as good as Lthe 90/10
one you had when you had a liberal
government, bt 4t will he 70/30
or 60/40, whalever,

MR. DOYLEFE:
Who gol it For yon? Who gob it
for you?

MR. DECKER:

Mr.  Speaker, four years ago the
previous minisler got up and he
said, 'The only reason we have nol
finished tLhe road down to Rurgeo,
or  we  have not  done the road
across country from Plum Point to
Englee 1is' guess? - 'we do not
have a secondary roads agreement.'
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Three years ago, and even within
the last few months, the present
Minister of fransportation got
up. Mpr . Speaker, the present
Minister of Tranportation gokt a
secondary roads agreement for us,
yas he dicd, but look at the cost,
He sold out a Term of Union,
some Lhing e could have hed
forever. It dis normal to have a
secondary  roads  agreainent . Me
two are mutually exclusive, There
stionTd  be no  correlation betweon

Lhem, Many provinces hauve
secondairy  roads  agraeemanls, bt

For us to get a secondary roads
agreament, we had to give up our
Terms of Union with Canada.

I believe my Ltime is aboul to run
oul and T want Lo gel to something
hecause I do not want to leave

this speech totally negative. T
want to leave hopea for

Newfoundlanders, so I cannot sitk
down until I 1leave the positive
part of this speech, Now, M.
Speaker, what I said has been
negatively critical, I suppose, of
this agreement . We have
crilicized it Mere has  been
some positive criticism and some
negative criticism, and 1t 1s not
a good way to leave a speesch. I
do  not  wank Lo  leave negative
feelings, SO I have hope  for
Newfoundlandars today whose rights
have been sold out, whose Terms of
Union Wi ih Canada have bean
hroken, whose constitutional right
has baen btaken away, Now, T have
hope for Newfoundlanders and I
hope  Uhat this gebs outb. T have
here a communiqué from the Liberal
Party in Ottawa and Ethis 1is good
news for Newfoundlanders who have

just saen the Constitution
broken. A federal Liberal
government wou T consider the
following:

MR. MORGAN:

oh! Dream on! Dream on! Dream
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on!

MR. DFCKER:
Now, hon. members should Tisten Uo
this.

MR. MORGAN:
A fedaral
NDream on!

Liberal governmanl?

MR. DECKER:
"Respect for
obligations.'

constitutional

MR. MORGAN:
They might get in with Chretien,
but not with Turner.

MR. DECKER:
Now, 1listen to this: '"The Liberal
Party of Canada will nok hold kthe

people of Newfoundland and
lLabrador liable for Premier

Peckford's signalure re Section
10, Subsection 1 of the Memorancinm
of Understanding which relieves
Canada of all constitutional
obligations with respect to the
NewFoundland R Tway !

Mr, Speaker, bthis is hope, that is
a positive way to end off this
speech. T have just tLorn the
insides out of the agreement, and
now € am giving Newfoundlanders
some hope.

MR. MORGAN:

You are not giving Canada much
hope. Not with a Liberal
government, that is for sure.

MR. DECKER:

If I could go back to a former era
in my 1ife, Mr. Speaker, [ learned
at one time that even +the most
devastating sermon, no matter how
negative it was, you should always
leave the congregation with a bit
of hope. So I am trying_to leave
Newfoundlandsars i th @ bit of
hope: '"The Li1beral Party of
Canada comnits ilself, as a fulbure
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government, to affect an amendment
to  bthe Terms of Union, Sechion
31(a), to transfer Canada's
constitutional obligation to the
Newfoundland Railway to a new
Faderal obhligation to maintain the
Trans—-Canada Highway. ' That is
hope. We aliost saw this Prouvince
devastated.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Transfer?

MR, DECKER:
Transfer it. Want me to read it
again?

MR. DOYLE:
Yas, please do,

MR. DECKER:

'"The Liberal Party of Canada,
wiit-hin months of bhacoming Lhe
Government of Canada, commits
itself, as a future government, Lo
affect an amendment +toe the Terms
ol Union, Seclhion 31(a), Fa
transfer Canada's conslitutional

obligation Lo 1 he Mewf oundland
Railway to a new federal
obTligabtion Lo et nbacin the
Trans-Canada Highway.' No wonder

Lhe Minislter of Transporkation -is
laughing. I would laugh also if I
were Minister of @ Transportation,
because he knows we Jjust sold

ST Rut he, too, sees hope. He
if the fFfirst convert. He 1is the
firsk one ko see hope, M.

Speaker. He knows there is hope.

If the Minister of - Transportation
wants, [ can have this copied and
sent over to him and, 1f he wants,
we can have members of this party
available to sit down and discuss
it with him, because ik is
important to the future of this
Province Lo unde the wrong which
this particular agreement has done.

You send that over now, hscause T
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want to see it.

MR. DECKER:

Listen to this: 'The Liberal
Party of Canada recognizes +hat
the present financial compensation
package 1is grossly inadequate.’

Now, that 1s an understatment if
ever I hear one, Mr. Speaker.

"We pledge our govermnnant Lo
rernegoliating a more realistic and

equibtable Financial packiage Fop
the people of the Province.' Mr .
Spaaker, Aall is not Jlosti. There

a5 abill & second chance.

This is the hest one, M,
Spaaker: "The tiberal Party of
Canada recognizes Lhat the present

MR. DOYLE:
Can you do the same on Churchill
and get a reopener clause for us?

MR. DECKER:
Well -

MR. DOYLE:
You are making progress if you can
do that.

MR. DECKFER:

We did not have a recent
communiqué on that item, Mr .
Speaker, bul when I get one, T
will discuss it with the

appropriate minister

"The Liberal Piarty ol Canaclia

recognizes that the present
inancial compansation ol $15
million for community adjustment
is  totally inadequale.’ [ agree
with them. Inadequate it 1s, s
it not? '"We commil ourselves to
renegotiating this amount with the
prouvincial governmeant, in
consultation with those
commnunities affected by tha

closure of the railway.' Let Port

aux Basques, Bishop's Falls,
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Clarenville, Whitbhourne, Radger,
Deer Lake, all communities across
this Province, know that tonight.

MR. MORGAN:

We know what is most dimportant to
you (inaudible) .

MR. DECKER:

listen to this, Mr. Speakar. T am
Tearning something new all  the
Lime, "The Liheral Party af
Canada  helieves in  Fhe principle
of bhe reconstruction ofF the

Trans -Canacdia Highway I
l.abrador Highway must also bhe
coinsidered an cintegral part of any

such highway system, and federal
Funding must be made available For
its completion.'

I know Lhe hon. member will want
soma badges, ite is going o want
some buttons. He dis going Lo
campaign for LEhe liberals. I do
not blame him in the least. "The
Liberal Party of Canada helieves
that the phaseout of the railway'
- here s what T was saying -
'must be done over a minimum of
two years subject to review. The
targeted closure date of September
1, 1988 ds completely unacceptable

with the subsequent, immediate
diversion onto the provincial
highway system of all present rail
and Freight CArYo ., Ns bhe

Sullivan report noted ten vyears
ago, roads and porlbs must First he
improved before exlra tonnage can
ne accommodated. !

T have o get Lhis one in, Mr.

Speaker: '"When Newf oundland
joined Canada, one of the Terms of
Union was that the federal
govarmnenl wotl L e nkain the
Newfoundland Railway. There is

speculation that the Newfoundland
Government is considering' - well,
it ds a fackt now - a one-time only
cash payment from the federal
governmnent to replace it wibth a

No. 60 (Evening) R3408



choice i85 fFar
' and

highway . That
Newfoundlanders Lo make....
it yoes on.

Now, Your Honour has jush come to
the Chair. My time is about up,
and T will jnst sommarize. T tore
{he nsides oul of this silly
agreement, T tore he insides oul
of this sellout, but, in true
style, T have leftl Newfoundlandeaers
with hope that when the federal
government becones Liberal, which
is within a few months, then we
will fix the wrong and we will be
able to stand up for Newfoundland
once again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
If the hon. minister speaks now,
he will close the debate.

MR, DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased
indeead

AN HON. MEMBER:
No. No.

MR. MORGAN:
Yes. He was recognized by the
Spaaker.

MR. WELLS:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Leacder of the Opposiktion.

MR. WE!LLS:

Mr. Speaker, how does the hon.
member c¢lose the debate now? He
did not start this debate.

MR. MORGAN:
Yes, he did.

MR. W. CARTER:
No, he did not. It 4is not his
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bill.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. minister -

MR, WFLLS:
Tt is his bill, and he closed the
debate on second reading.

SOMF HON, MEMRBERS:
No, nol

MR, WELLS:
He closed the debate on second
reading. That was done.

Now, Mr. Speaker, other mambers
want to speak on this side of the
House .

MR. MORGAN:
Too bacd! Too bacd! The rules of
the House apply here.

DR. COLLINS:
To that point
Speaker.

or order, Mr

MR. SPEAKER:
To Fhat point of order, the hon,
the Minister of Health.

NDR. COLITING:

To the point of order, the hon.
the lLeader of the Opposition may
be right in stating that other
membars want ko speak, and bthat is
their right. If they get up, Your
Honour will ask the wminister to
sit down.

MR. DOYLE:
No, no. I was recognized, Mr.
Spaeaker.

DR. COLLTINS:

However, we have to be clear that
we are not going by the rules of
Clyde here, If the hon. Speaker
says '(F the minister now speaks
he closes debate', that is the
rule. (+ is not for the Leader of
the Opposition to say, no, Mr .
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Speaker, you do not make the rules
around here, [ make the rules.
The Leader of the Opposition
really has to get down and do some
study as to what parliamentary
practice is. You do not make the
rules. There are rules that you
go by. You do not make the rules
and everybody else go by them,
Lhere are rules made Fhat you gqo
by . Now i1f you can get that
through your skull in khis debate,
we will have achieved something.
[F the hon. Speaker says 'if the
minister speoeaks now  closes Lhe
debate; ' that is the rule. We are
parliamentarians here. That 1is
the rale we go by. We do not go
by the rule, Oh, no, Mr. Speaker,
Loam going Lo change bthat role and
T am going to say, T am going to

decide how this louse works. Thiat:
is not the way this Parliament
works , [t dis not the way British
Parliamentary Practice ds. Could
yoil pleasae try Lo understand

Lhat? Because if you can
understand that, we will get along
a lot better in this House.

MR. TUILK:
To that point of
Speaker.

order, Mr.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the member for Fogo.

MR. TUIK:

Mr. Speaker, il Your Honour did
recognicze the hon. Minister Ffor
Transportation -

MR. MORGAN:
He did recognize bthe windsiar.

MR. TULK:
Keep your cool riow! Keep your
cool!

The nember for Torngall Mountains,
the Minister of Northern
Development, was standing and the
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member for Port de Grave was
standing. If Your Honour did not
see them, I am sure he will revert
Lo that. Your Honour knows
perfectly well that he is entitled
ko say 'TF  the winister speaks
now, he closes the debate,' but,
at the same time, 1F other members
wish to speak -~

PR. COLILINS:
(naudihle).

MR. TULK:

He understood 1hat . He rose on a
point of order to point it out.
The hon ., gentleman is out Lo
Tunch. The Minister of Heallh isg
heneath himself. He 1is din the mud.

SOME_HON. MFMRERS:
That is right.

MR. TULK:

It is time for him to get up into
ParTiamant .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please! Order, please!

MR, TULK:
He +1s in the mud,

MR. SPEAKER:

I am prepared to rule on that
point of order,

I il recognize the hon .
minister. Tt ds the minister's

bill, and he ‘s certainly entitled
Lo close the debate. Rut
certainly anybody  who nas not
spoken already can certainly speak
For a halfl hour, iF they so wish.

( recognice the hon. Minister of
Northern Development.

SOME HON., MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

AfFter the last two days debating

the agreamnent that has haen
reached Iy the federal and

provincial govearnmen s on Lhe
demice of the railway, I must say
T am a litile bil surprised at two
particular incidents.

last night we sat in  this House
for ALhree hours and approaching
the second hour tonighl, and one
of the major developments in this
agreement was the completion of
the Trans-iabrador Highway.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr . Speaker, not  only did the
Leader of the Opposition not say
one word about what was din there
for Labrador, not only that, but
Lhe member For Naskaupi (Mr.
Kelland) Wa s heen deliberately
absenlt last night and deliberately
absenl. tonight.

Now, Mr. Speaker, why? let us ask
ourselves Lhe question why.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member fFor Fogo.

MR, TULK:

T know where the hon. gentleman
wants to get. I know they want to
attack people on a personal
basis. I know they want to attack
as they have been trying to do to
the Leader of Lthe Opposition on a
personal basis because they have
got no policy.

But I would remind, kthe Speaker,
i€ he has not heard the hon.
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gentleman, Fhiat it is
unparliamentary to refer to the
apsence of @ menntyér From the
House. I would ask, the Speaker,
o bring  the hon. gentleman to
order.

SOME HON. MEMDBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COLLINS:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the hon.
the Mintister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

The hon. the member for Fogo s an
experienced parliamentarian. We
have known him For many years in
this House. He used to never getb
up on such foolish points of order
as that. Something has happened
over +here in the last few months
which has even upset . the hon.
member  for Fogo, I do not know
what it ds. Anyway, something
radically  difficnll  has happened
over there and hopefully it will
change. [+ +is a foolish point of
order that the hon. member has
broughl up.

MR. SPEAKER:

Ta that point of order, I did not
hear the remark, but dt 1s not
parlianantary to rerar to the
ahsence of an hon. member.

The hon. the Minister of Northern
NDevelopment.

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T will still say, Mr. Speaker,
that the member For Naskaupi is

noticed by his absence. He has
not been here last night and he s
not here again tonight. I will

say il, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, a point of order,

MR. SPENKER:
Order, please!

The horn. the member for Fogo.

MR, TULK:

Mr. Speaker, did you hear him that
time? He did refer to the absence
of a member from this House. {
ask Your Honour to bring him to
order.

MR. SPEAKER:
To thalt point of order, the hon.
member s quiid

e correce, the hon.
minister should not refer to Lhe
absence of a hon. wmember and T
would ask him nol Lo do so.

The hon., the Minislter of Northern
Development .

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T will not refer ko the absence of
Lhe member for Naskaupi, however,
Mr. Speaker, T would Tike to say
that it is wvery, very difficult,
and I am wearing glasses, hut T do
see an empty seat over there which
is wusually occupied by Ethe wmember
for Naskaupi.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Do not do through the bhack what
you are not allowed to do khrough
the fronl door. Stop the hon.
gantTeman now!

MR. SPFAKER:
To  that point of order, Lhe hon.
Lhe Minisler of Health.
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DR. COLLINS:
The hon. House l.eader of the
Opposition gets up and makes some

staktement, Where is his reference
for that last remark? ‘You cannot
go to the back door.! T never

heard of that reference. Where 1is
the reference? So, ignore it, Mr.
Speaker. If he comes up and makes
some  bald statement, one does not
have to accept that. If he does
nolk quotea references, one Can
ignore him,

MR. SPEAKFER:
T think the point s well taken.
I think the hon. minister should
Jjust carry on with his
deliberation.

MR. WARREN:

Thank you, Mr, Speakaer.

I agree, and I thank you for your
roling. However, Mr, Speaker, I
must say I have heard today since
the House closed at Five o'clock,
that a particular member of this
legislature, becausae ha agrees
with the agreement and with money
for Labrador, because this
particular member agrees with the
money thak has been allotted for
transportation in Labrador and he
does not want to get into debate
because he will be going against
his party, subsequently the hon.
member is not here.

SOME HON., MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I cannot help saying
Lhat  because it is a fact the
Leader of the |[|iberals has said
Lhe member fFor labrador is absent
because he dis for the money Ffor
the Trans lLabrador Nighway .

MR. TULK:
He has ralferred to the absence of
the member again! Settle down!
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T have already drawn  to the
attention of the hon. winister
that -+t is not parliamentary Lo
refaor ho the absence of he
member, and he s persisting in
doing so. I ask him not to do so
anymore .

The hon. the Minister of Northern
Nayalopmaent.

MR. WARREN:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T will try to keep my comments as
clear as possible without
referring to any particular member
in the legislature. 1 hate to do
that, Mr. Speaker, because 1 think
the member for Naskaupi dis an
outstanding gentleman, and the
member for Naskaupi is in support
of the money for Labrador, Mr.
Speaker. The memher for Naskaupi
supports the wmoney Ehal is going
to Labrador!

SOMF HON., MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, that is & fact! Now,
T do not know if  the member was
allowed 1o come in or not, but I
Know for a Fact  The member {or
Naskaupi supports Lhe money that
is  going into Labrador and  the
Trans — Labrador Highway.

SOMEF MON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, maybe the Leader of
the Oppositfon and his colleagues
can give the reason why he is not
here. I do not know, Mr. Speaker.

MR. DOYLE:
He 1is an outstanding gentleman but
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tonight he is out standing

somewheara @ lse.

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Opeaker, @a while ago, just

bhefore the last budget, I
rnders baind Lhat Fhe Opposikion
Parly had what you would call a
brainstorm, Fhe ‘'man  leo' said

the budgel is going to contain,
ahove oeverything else, A  slush
fund For an election. Maybe this
is what  this  was  Loday. T
going to refer to olher members
and then T will come back Fo a
particular member who made some
other comnents in that particular
caucus meeting.

The member here called 'Jim'. I
do not know which member that was
but he was called 'Jim'. He said,
'"This government is going to play
games with municipal capital
grants.' Another member called
'John': 'No real effort ko create
permanent Jjobs.' Another member
called 'Beabon'- jnst  Jisten to
what he was saying. It dis amazing
what  goas through  Titkle  kids
minds sometimes. 'Inadequate funds
For transportation,’ and no
mention  of the railway. Mr .
Speaker, ‘is Lhat not shameFul?

Mr. Speaker, T will table this
hecause this Was in & recent

adition of i he papaer, and
yesterday Lhe hon. Leader of Lhe
Opposition - T have Tistened Lo a

tape from his conference yesterday

and  apparenitly  he lefk  the
impression that our present
Pramier  has nolt. been treating
Newfoundland and Labrador fairly.
T would think that is a fair
impression of what he left. I
would say it is a falr statement,
exactly what you said.

Just to show that the Leader of
the Opposition is not the only
person in this Province who has
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some didea of what the Premier s
doing, there are some other people
who think the opposite of what the
leader +thinks. Tt cdoes not take
very much to change vyour mind
anyhow,

However, in yesterday's paper
Lhere was a quotation and it Falks
aboul our Premier. "He 1s tough,
proud to be a Newfoundlander and
very proud of his Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador, vary
proud of people, and very bound
and determined Lhat Fheir Forkunes
will dimprove as they already have
under his leadership.

"I hope you will be watching as
our Province's good fortunes
improve considerably over lhe next
short while and I will +hen be
Jooking Forward Lo your very
positive comments in the future. ™

That comment dis from an individual
in this Province whe, T theink, is
very positive about what happened
yasterday . T am very positive and
very exciled about what happened
vesterday and T am surprised, Mr.
Speaker, after having sat in the
caucus  over - there a number of
years dago.

Mr. Steven Neary, a very prominent
Newloundlander, a very popular
person  who has  sabk  around the
table on many occasions and has
talked wikh Mr . Rompkey, Mr
Chretien and Mr. LeBlanc, and all
the rest of the guys in Ottauwa,
saying, 'What time are we going to
get rid of the railway?!

That was a [Liberal philosophy Hp
until yesterday. Up until
yesterday morning, bthey wanled to
gel rid of the railway! In fact,
Mr. Speaker, the only thing which
changed their minds was the last
two  weeks when the leader of the
Opposition would get up - he would
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only get one question a day - and
he  would ask the Minister of

Transportation, "What ie
happaening? Tell us what is

happening.' Because he could not
Find out what was happening

MR. DOYLE:

And now they will not allow me to
tell them what is happening.

MR. WARREN:

Fxactly, because he could not Find
out fFrom the hon. minister,
because you do nok usually tell
until everything is finalized.

MR. DOYLE:

That dis right.

MR. WARREN:

You do not usually do that. It is
not Tike Jean Chretien down in khe
Starboard Quarter one lime. I can
see  bthe hon. the member for Fogo
(Mr. Tulk) looking at me, hecause
the hon. member knows whal Mp.
Chrelien wanted to do.

DR. COLILINS:

low could he know what was going
on when it was not in The Sunday
Express?

MR. WARREN:

L find this very amazing. Last
evening, John Turner, after he
lost the by-election in Quebec,
said the Conservatives bought the
election, How funmny arnd how

ironic can things be, Mr .

Bpeakear,

[ should say to the hon., member
for St. John's East (Mr. Long)
that T was offered more money to
stay with the Liberals than they
pacic in Quebeac For the
by-election, but I would not do it.

SOME _HON., MEMRFRS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. WARREN:

T had calls, Mr. Speaker, From Mr.
Rompkey, Mr. Tobin, and the member
For Fogo (Mr. Tulk), to name jusk
three. Mr. Speaker, I was offered
more money than was paid For the
by-election in Quebec to stay with
the Liberal Parbty.

MR. J. CARTER:
How much?

MS VERGE:
Where were they going to gel it?

MR. WARREN:

T st say  a  rthank  you o Lhe
Minister of Justice (Ms. Verge)
who just asked where GLhey were
going to gelt it. I would say, Mr.
Speaker, there is a wvery Famous
individual associated with the
Liberal Party. n fact, Mr .
Speaker, one of them took me on in
the Tlast election, challenged me
in the last election. .

AN HON. MEMBER:
Did he get a vote?

MR . WARREN:

Yes, in fact he almost got there.
He Jlosk hy 126 votes. He went
close., Now, T do not know exactly
the cost of the election to Mr.
Woodworih, bhul I must say, looking
al the returns or the statemeanis
from 1he hon. gentleman, he did
nol  spend wvery mich monay. n
fact, Mr. Speaker, he never spent,
according to  his statement, as
much as T spent bul T musl say I
Find 4t very unusual knowing bhal
{here were four rooms in a hotel
blocked For twenly-one days, plus
two helicoplers travelled the
coast For twenty-one days. To add
it all together, especially when
helicoplters cost about $500 an
hour, well, however, the hon.
gentleman did take me on and
unfortunately, I suppose, for him,
and Fortunately for the people of
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the district, I won.

Do you want to say something? If
you want to say something you can
say it I know you must bhe
hurting now

SOMY HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARRFN:

hecause I understand that you
gave away ithe Upper Churchill and
you gave away the of Fashore. What
else do you want bo give away? 1T
am surprised the lLeader of Lhe
Opposition wonld have the gall -

MR. CALLNAN:
What is his opinion of you?

MR. WARREN: -

T would say, Mr. Speaker, to my
hon. colleague from Bellevue, his
opinion of me may be s unilar to
what his opinion is of the hon.
membher For Rellevue. Rut  then
again, Mr. Speaker, it 1s almost
equal to my opinion of hiwm. S0,
Mr. Speaker, 1t Jjust shows Lthat
unfortunately we geb a leader of a
particular political party come
into Ehis House and ackt as holy as
thou. Mr. Speaker, to be part of

A government. ihat fought
Newfoundland in the courts, this
is  unreal. T really think our
media 4is not doing the job that
they should do. He Fought in the

courts against Newfoundland having
omnership of the offshore. T
think 4t dis ridiculous that tLhe
hon. gentlaman wonld think about
it.

I just wandered away from my
topic, Mr. Speaker, because I was
referring to a particular member
For Labrador, and T apologize for
that. But in The Evening
Telegram on March 3, 1973 - T
would like to go bhack to the file,
Mr. Speaker. { want ro read this
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because Uthis is very interestbing.
1 am surprised Lhis evening {hat a
Friend of mine Ffor a number of
years, and still ds, by the way,
Mr. Rompkey, was silting here this
auening hut he is not here
tonight, He has olther things to
do, of course. This is what Mr.
Rompkey said in his maiden speech
in 1973,

He sald, "Labrador needs a great
deal of attention" - now, I have
not  seen too much today From the
Opposition on Labrador - "and
should have a member represenking
them in the House of Commons, a
member wholTy and solaely For
labrador as they have in  the
Norkhwest Territoriaes and the
Yukor . "

In his wmaiden speech 1o The Honse
Mr. Rompkey gave notice that: "7T
shall be -introducing a bill -in bhe
House to provide & memher for
Labrador -in dks own right so that
dits problems and its polential are
pui in their proper perspoctive. "

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Rompkey spent, up
Until now, I khink, something Tike
fifleen years Hin Ottawa. There
was a  Royal Commission on the
electoral boundaries. There were

fwenty-three or Fwenty -four
interveners at the Royal
Commission. The member For

Naskaupi was one; +the member Ffor
Eagle River was one; Ehe wembepr
for Torngat Mountains was one; and
many, wmany others. Buk one was
noticeably absent from intervening
for Labrador to have its own seat,
Mr. Rompkey.

Why would a man in his maiden
speech sajd that lLabrador needs
attention? I refer you, Mr,
Speaker, Lo the wonies {that came
in today from OFlawa through this
government here and Lhe Governmenl

in Ot tawa, labrador dicl get
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spacial abtbention,

Mr. Speaker, come JTuly 8 lLabrador
will have dts own seat, if there
s omol an election called bheFore
July 8 din Ottawa. Labrador will
have dls own soeal. T musk say 1k
is thanks to the member for Eagle
River, the member For Naskaupi,
and myself and some twenty others,
but it 1s no thanks to Mr. Rompkey .

Do you know why, Mr. Speaker? I
can see Lhe hon. memkier For
Twillingate looking at me now and
U think he 1s a wvery sincere
individual. The membher for
donavista Norkh (Mr. fLush), the
member for Gander (Mr. Baker) - in
Facl, the wember for Gander can
ask his brother and his brother
will tell him ihe same thing T am
going to Ltell him now.

The reason thalt Mr. Rompkey never,
never supported the resolution

AN HON. MEMRER:
You are wrong.

Mrf_—ﬁﬁﬂiaker, lelt wme tell the hon.
gentleman, I could name him Four
people who were +din my presence
when Mr. Rompkey gaue the reason
why .  The reason why was he wanted
St. Anthony area to be part of the
new district, The only reason why
was because that was a Liberal
skronghold. Me figured one chance
of winning that new seat was to
have Sk. Anthony part of the new
district.

Nouws, if I am wrong, I would
suggest  to  khe  hon. member for
Gander (Mr. Baker) +to ask his
brother if that dis correct and if
that is the reason why . Mr .
Speakar, LF T am wrong  on khis
one, then T suggest to him he
shonld ask his bhrother why it was
it was decided Mpr. Rompkey would
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not go to Labrador for his own
seat? Mr. Speaker, here in the
report, I should say this, see the
money for the Trans -Labrador
Highway, and see the money for the
Red Bay Road. Mr., Speaker, just
having come back from Labrador in
Lha last couple of days and
hearing the comments I heard up in
Labrador, Mr. Speaker, T anm very,
vaery templed.

(R all dapends on whian he
elaclion is called. 1t all
dapernds an  when that seat i

declared. Tt all depends when the
Fadaral election s callaed, anrl
unless lLabrador can get hetter
rapresantation than they are
gelling now, T am going to look at
it very seriously, T tell you that.

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the
hon. the membher for SL. Barbe (Mr.
Furey), T would think there are a

couple of other members in
labrador who are a little bit
scared. T believe bthe member for

Fagle River (Mr. Hiscock) knows
whose his opponent will be in the
nomination. He also knows who our
candidate is. e memnber for
Naskaupi (Mr. Kelland) knows he is
in trouble because, Mr. Speaker,
even today they are not standing
up for the money that wa got from

Ot tawa Tor 1he Trans-labrador
Highway . Hore are two days in a
row und neilher one of Lhe members
havae sl one word! Wit LS
wrong?

The hon. gentleman said, 'il i1s a
piltance. ! wWhy do  you not tell
the people in Red Ray who are
going to get their road pavecd thal

it s pittance. Mr . Speaker,
there is  Lhe same hon. genileman
who naever came into this

government or asked lthe Minister
of Transportation (Mr. Doyle) to
get a road from Domino Lo Black
Tickle. That is the same member
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who never even requested it. Then
he makes a phone c¢all into Black
Tickle and says, 'I am so proud we
have a road Ffrom Black Tickle to
Domino. ' Mr. Speaker, there you
go. T wusk say khe letbter wrilbten
to member for Fagle River just
shows he never had one thing to do
with getting the road from Domino
o Rlack Tickle. Sa, Mr. Speaker,
you can see what he s saying 1s a
pittance.

Mr, Speaker, if the hon. gentleman
conld have read ihe papers on the
weekend, tlenders are called for
ma jor  aprovements bo bhe roads in
Postuille and Makkouik.

SOMFE HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, haar!

MR. WARREN:

Neaxt yaar fFhere will  be more
improvements to the roads . Mr .

Speaker, we will continue to do
SO . Not only that, on top of the
construction that is already
happening on the Trans-Labrador
Highway, Fhe minister announced
today another twenty kilometers.

I was hoping to get the communiqueé
that: the member for the Strait of
Relle Isle (Mr. Decker) read this
puening. T wmissed some of ik, He
was saying what the Liberals were
going to do.

Mp . Speaker, you cannob accelerdbte
construction more than has heen
done Lhis year. You cannol do any
nore. The equipment., the
manpowaer, the machinery, nothing
4s available to do any more in
Caniral lLabracor Fhan will he
happening this year. It s just

impassible Lo cdo anymore, n
fact, Mr. Speaker, it is happening
$0 inueh Fow, Lhe lack of

employment or the lack of people
to be employed there in the laboun
force, that we had to go to
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Southern |abrador {o get people to
come in.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Import labour?

MR. WARRFN:

Yes, we had to dmport Tabour -inlo
labrador, Mr, Speakar. In Goose
Ray  lasl  year you had Lo dmport
paople din. People had to go idnto
Goose RBay, Mr. Speaker. In Fact,
I got jobs for a number of people
to go to Goose Ray bto work because
Lthere was so much work to be done.

MR. HISCOCK:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, +the hon. the
member for Ffagle River.

MR. HMISCOCK:
The member said that Goose Bay has
Fo npoart people and he was proud

of being able 1o make
repreasentation for people Lo get
jobs. What s {the unemployment in

Nain, Makkouwik and Postbuille, and
how many of them were trained to
go inta the jobs?

MR. SPIEAKFER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.
F

The hon. the Minister of Northern
NDevelopment .

MR. WARREN:

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, there is
no point of order there. The hon.
gentleman asked me a question. I

should say to him, the
unemployment in - Nain, Postuille,
Makkouik, Cartwright - not
necessarily Cartwright - Black
Tickle, William's Harbour, Fox
Harbour, St lLewis, Lodge Bay,
Charloltetown, and Rigolet,

naturally Fhere aro a  Tol  of
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people there Jooking for work.
Thatt dis  the reason, Mr. Speaker,
that last year I got a number of
people  from those comaunilies +o
go lo Goose Ray to work. That is
why, My, Speakaer, [ gob people Lo
go to work, because they called me
aind asked could T Find johs far
Lhem, which I did.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask the hon. gentleman: How  many
people did he get fFrom his
district to goe to work in Goose
Bay?

MR. HTSCOCK:

They are independent people and
can get ik on ktheir own,

MR. SIMMONS:
They leall ine there is 28ro
unemployment in Hebron.

MR. WARREN:

Yas, Mr., Speaker, if T was 1in the
Cabinet for only ten days, there
wonld be zero unemployment there
too.

MR. SIMMONSG:

You are good For Fhe cabinet. You
have the wood in all the right
places,

MR. WARRFN:

Mr. Speaker, whal a Funny man from
Fortune - Hermitage, who sold off
the South Coast! Mr. Speaker, T
must say to my colleague, "How
true!! There is & story about a
Newfoundlander going wup to the
mainland and when he gets his Fen
weeks he comes back because he has
his ten weeks stamps. e hon,
member for Fortune - Hermitage,
when he had ten days, he thought
he had ten weeks.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN;
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T sympathize with he hon.
gentleman. You have to get ten

weeks 1in order to qualify. So,
Mr. Speaker, you should try to get
your ten weeks First.

T know T only have five minutes

left, My . Speaker. I am sure
right after I am finished - T krnow

who the next speaker is, M.
Speaker, because [ sort of coaxed
him out of his seat. He has Lo be
Fhe maxt  speakar, Mr . Speaker,
hecause the member Ffor Naskaupi
unfortunately, for some Teason, i
not here, and there ds only one
other mambear

MR. SPENKER:
Order, please!

T ask the hon., winisher not o
refer to the absence of members.
T would be obliged if he would do
S0,

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

That is four Limes tonight.
Sometimes you get dragged into the
fray, Mr. Speaker.

T would 1ike to say, Mr. Speaker,
I am sure after the lask twenty
minutes there is only one member
on that side 11 OtAl who will
definitely follow me, and stand up
for Labrador 1s  worth o this
Province and labrador is worth to

the rast of Canada, it has o he

the member for Fagle River. Tt
has +to  be becanse there s no
other member over Lhere From

l.abradaor, AFter me, there is only
one memher left over {Lhere from
l.abrador, Mr ., Speakoer, T an sure
the member from Fagle is going to
be Ehe nexit speaker. There is no
choice.

oh, Mr. Speaker, Tlook! He s as
had as Lhe wmember for St. John's
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Fast (Mr. Long). He will leave as
soon as the pressure gets hot. I
am sure the hon. member for Eagle
River (Mr. Hiscock) will he the
nexk speaker on that side. After
him, who else is going to stand up
For Labrador, +if T cannolb get my
three colleagues to help me?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARRFN:
Now, Mr. Speaker, I need my Lhree
colleagues to help me,

MR. STMMONS:
Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
membar for Fortune Hermitage .

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr . Speaker, T refer you to
Beauchesne, page 103, Paragraph
316 (c), and Mr. Speaker, you will
notice there, as my colleague from
Fogo has mentioned, you cannot
refer to the absence of specific
members, but there is another
exclusion in (c) that it is
unparliamentary for a member  in
speaking to refer to the presence

of spacific members. His
constants references to the member
For Fragle Rivar ara also

unparliamentary.

T got off the train there for a
fow minvtes, T had to go oukside,
but. Mr. Speaker, I wish he would
gel a little bit relevant. e has
a Tew minutes left. Could he give
s the benefit of his bthinking on
the wisdom behind this marvelous
sall out of Newf oundland's
interest?

MR. SPREAKER:

To that point of order, I have
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already drawn attention to the
hon. minister about referring Lo
the absence of hon. members. In
regard Lo Lhe presence of hon.
members, euen Lhough it is in
Reauchesne, in onr pracedents, we
are referring to hon. membhers all
the  Lime  and cerbainly T cannot
see  there ds a point of order
there.

The hon. the Minislter of Norihern
Development: .

MR. WARREN:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker,

I have one minute left, and Mr.

Speaker, thank you very iuch. n
my closing remarks, I refer bhack
ko what the hon. member For

Fortune — Hermitage said, "What is
the crux of the whole thing?"

Mr . Speakaer, Lhere are Four
members for labrador and there is
something like $30 million going
into tabrador. I would think, dn
all due raespect to the member Fop
Merihek, who ds not allowed <into
this House wbk the present time, T
would expect lhere would be enough
decency wikh the obher two membors
to al leasl stand up and support
bhe mnoney hiad: is  geing  cinto
Labrador.

Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMAFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
My. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmembher for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Yasterday morning when T had, not
the opportunity, but the dismay to
Tishen Hirst Lo e statements
made by the Premier of Lhis
Province and  then  to  read the
agreement he had signed with his

Federal counbarparis, hi s Tory
buddies in Ottawa, to sell oul any
hope New i aund T iacl For Che
future idn any decent mode  of

Eransportaltion, b was the wmosk
disgusting Lhing anybody could
possibly hear in this Province.

SOME HON. MEFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
When I read it, I read it over,

and T read 1t over, and still T
could not believe what I was
reading! At least three times

while sitting at my desk I turned
ooy colleagne  for  Gander  (Mp,
Raker) and I said: Is this fact?
Ts bhis acltually whalt the Premier
of Lhis Province, the fighting
Newfoundlandaer,  bthe man  who satid
he would stand up For the Province
at all costs, is this what he had
taken from his Tory buddies? Is
vhis an cinsult Fhat he had taken,
a case of the FFTs, a case of a

' inanlt to auery Tash

comploeto
human being in this Province,
political

-

regardless of thetir
favours

Mr. Speaker, the money coming into
this Province was $40 wmillion a
year deficit, ¢$30 million a year
road agreements to rebuild the
Trans-Canada Highway, $70 million
there. U mean, $70 million over
fifteen years is $1 billion, $50
million. What did we get? $400
million.

MR. TULK:
Where is the $1 billion?
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MR. EFFORD:
The $40 million deficit they are

paying For Lhe railuay, $30
million a year to built the

Trans -Canada Highway, is $70

million for fifteen years. Forget
about the Secondary Roads
Agreement, forget about all the
other agreamenks, thak [ $1
billion For the next fFifteen

years.

Now, there 1s nok one member  of
that government, not one speaker
fFrom +hat side who has shtood up
and addressed the issue. They
have +talked about lebkhers bhat
were written by ihe former members
fwenty or ftwenty {ive years ago,
the government . Tear Lhem up and
throw Ethem away, bthay do noi nean
anything! Forgel. about the
promises Mr. Peckford himself made
sbout widening the railway and
keeping lhe railway, they do not
mean  anylhing. That was years
ago. The railway is gone.

What matters is whalt Ties in the
Future and what lies in the future
is nothing For this Province, Cr
we are to do away with the
railway, while we have done away
with the railway, and if we are to
have a decenk mode of
transportation, the only thing
left is bto have a highway across
the Province able to maintain the
extra Fkraffic and the exira work
load which is going to be place
onto it

How can thal be done whaen the $4.00
million to be spent on the highway
is not even going ko start ur il
19922 The railway is going lo be
phased oul complately by Saeptember
and we are only going to have an
nxtra fourboen Lrachor braciler
loads per day on Lhat.

Rut., if  you lTistenad to 1Lhe
comment made Lhis morning by the
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Mayor of St. John's in the study
they have read, that each tractor
trailer 4s  equivalent to 4,000
cars going over the Trans—Canada
and fourkteen times 4,000 is 56,000
vehicles going over the
Trans -Canada, That is exkra load
and we know, Mr. Speaker, if this
govermment  would just  stop and
think, take the railway away, that
i an extra load. e fincrease in
private bhusiness over the next.
several years, iF the economy aven
grows at Lhe slow pace fhat this
government has allowed 1t to grow,
but at the pace when the next
Liheral governmepnt after the nexk
election wins, can you imagine the
Lransports Lhab  are going ko go
over the Trans-Canada Highway?
Can you cimagine what itdw going
o cosl to build a highweay
efFicicent enongh to keep that hype
of Lraffic? Can you imagine what
it is qoing to cost Lo maintatin a
highway like that?

Mr. Speaker, one and one does not
make  three, This Former Minister
of Finance has been trying to tell
the people of bthis Province Lhat
is how you add up the fFinances.
This former Minister of Finance,
the present Minister of Health and
the Premier of this Prouvince ells
the people that we do not have

enough money ko gilve an adequate
hospital health care system Lo
this Province. We do  not  have

enough money to give a decent form
of education to the people af this
Province. We have not had enough
money  to  provide a decent road
service to date. We have not had
the wmoney and we all understand
that, The economy has not allowed

P

s o have bthat type o moneay.

TF that s bthe case, Mr. Speaker,
if we had not had thal money up
il 1988, now  that Fhe rallway
is gone and the extra work Joad is
going 1o e piit on the
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Trans -Canada, ACIOSS this
Province, where is the money going
ko coine From to  maintain the
hi ghway?

Inless {he Minister of
Transportation and the Minister of
Finance and the Premier of Lhis
Province  now  have planted money
trees  dn Lhedlr hackyard, so they
can go oot oand pick off the bills
as  they need {them, Mr. Speaker,
this highway s going to suffer.
Thi« highway, M, Speaker, is
going bto be even worse Fhan b is
today .

Mr . Speaker, they talk about
bwinning rkhe highway going as Far
as Come Ry Chance and from Corner
Brook Lo Port aux Basques . What
happens after you pass the
Argentia Access Road, then they
have to dissolve. Donald Duck
used +*o do it in the Walt Disney
characters. He wused to get off
the cartoon, fold up his car, put
il in his suitcase, and walk on.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear)

MR. FFFORD:

That: is what he has Lo do. He hias
to fold up Lhe tracior trailers,
put it in s pocket and go on the
rest of L he Way On the
Trans: Canada. What a stupid thing
1o tell the people of Lhis
Province, Mr . Speakoer. I s
absolwlely drresponsible Ffor any
government Lo even try and fell
the people of this Province,
traclor trailers are go'ing to
disappear, Fold them up and walk
Fhem 4in your hand across. Whal. a
thing!

Mr . Speaker, the Minister  of
Transportation brags abouk the
secondary road agreement, the $235
million. We have not had a
secondary road's agreement in this
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Province for the last Five years,
We should have had a secondary
road agreement, we should have Rhad

that money five years ago. This
s ol money for  the railway  of
Newfoundland. This dis money to
owed the peopla of MNewlfoundland.
We would , have gotten that money
anyhou. Thats money belongs Lo the
people of Newfoundland. That s

the secondary road agreement. You
cannot take credit for that, Mr.
Spaalkaor,

T can understand the Minister of
Transportation not knowing the
difference because all while Fhe
negotiations were going on he
never, never took part of ik, He
never knew about 1t He never
left this House of Nssembly . Yoilr
attendance record was 100 per cent
here. You knew nothing about the

negotiations. So obviously I
would SEY to. the Minister of
Transportation, keep her down!

Keap her down because you do not
know what we are talking about.

Mr. Speaker, bto Took alt this soprt
of an agreement there has to hbe
something wrong because € siil11 do
not believe, I honestly, and I do
not Ehink he peapla in Fhe
gallery, I do not think people on
eiither side in bhe galleries could
believe Lhe Premier of this
Province  signed this  agreemant .
There is something desperalely
Wrong . There s somathing vet
that we do not know about.

Can  you dmagine a Premier who
would Fight until every last ounce
of strength went out of his bocly
For the people of this Province,
he said that time and time again,
why he would give away a mocde of
transportation for monies that we
would have gotten anyhow?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

No. 60 (Fvening) R3422



MR. FFFORD:

Four hundread million dolTars.
Here we are it is 1988, the money
is nobt suen going to be starked Lo
be spent urtil 1992, is that

correch? 1992, we are going Lo
spend $10 million of that amount
of money. This year alone there

is going to bhe $30 million spent
on the highway, but in 1992 we are
only going Lo get $10 million.
How do you explain Ethat? We are
talking about the $400 million.
That, Mr. Speaker, is nobt a daal
for the people of this Province.
We are $400 million below what we
would have gol even if the railway
had stayed. There s no question
about that.

Mr. Speaker, il ds no good for the
people of bkhe governmenkt Lo Lry
and tell what they have done
hecanse it is againsk any logic.
There <4is absolulely no Jogic to
the agraement.

T would say the Premier of this
Province was  oul to  lunch. T
would say he was in the limousine
ipping his driver whean bheis
agreement. was signed because he
certainly was nobt a park of the
agreement. If the Premier of this
Province had any decency and any
caring for the people of this
Province, there is no way he would
sit down and allow somebody to
hoodwink him, somebody ko bIluff
him into saying this is a package
that the people of NewFoundland
will accept. It is a sellout, Mr.
Speaker, Ehat nohody in this
Province is willing to accept.

What you have there is past and
history. What the Premier said on
December 21, 1987: "Mp . Kevin
Ny lward, Min, Staphenuillae
dislrict, House of Assembly. Dear
Mr. AyTward . " From the han .
Romald Dawe, the then Minister of
Transporbation. T spells ol
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very clearly about the closing out
of the railway  in Newfoundland.

That does nol matter anymore.
That 1s past history. We are not
concerned about that. The then

Minister of Transportabion made a
statement.

What matters to the people of this

Province is what is appening
today and what 1is going ta happen
in the Future. That is whak

matters Lo the Province . The
railway is  no  longer an issue.
The roads and the Trans-Canada 1is

the issue. [k was tounched on  Bwo
or three times today by the
ministers on that side, [fF this

government, and if this Premier is
so  proud and have the confidence
in themselves they are trying to
display to us, and they think Lhe
people are behind them, why do
they not c¢all an election on the
issue and see then where Lhe
people of khis Province skand?

SOMF HON. MEMRERS:
Naar, hoear!

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible) .

MR. EFFORD:

You have already stated this is
the best deal the Province could
hope to have. This 1is @& great
thing. This is the greatest since
sliced hread. That dis what the
Premier said. It is the best deal
which could possibly be made For
this Province.

If that is the case, then call an
eleclion on ‘il. 8ring it to Gthe
people. The people understand
what.  is in  here. The people
understand there is no maintenance
agreement, the people understand
that we do not have money for
health, we do not have money for
education, we do not have money to
maineain  oenr  roads  now. < They
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understand there 1is nok going to
be money to maintain the roads.
They will tell you when bthey mark
Lheir X.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. FFFORD:

Mr., Spedaker, there 15  not one
individual in  Ethis  Province who
lws any  confidence or any respect
for  the Minister of Health (Dr.

Collinsg) anymaore in this
portirolio. Nol, one person  in
this Province, so your words are
empiy, Sir, your words are
absolutely empty. Tt would be

better if the Premiar had said,
'No, T am not going to sign any
agreement . Take the railway and
throw it away, do what vyou 1like
with dt, but T am not going to
sign the agreement.' We would
have gok the money anyway, perhaps
more money than is coming in now.
We would have been bebter off.
The people of this Province would
have said, 'At least he Ffought For
us and he would not quit. He
would not give up, he held out. '

We would have gained if he had not
signed thalt agreement bacause ©he
moriey that HGs coming in now and
the money that would have come in
over the next fifleen years would
have been more money than what s
in o this  agreement . The Premier
himself wonld have ai least player
a political game he could have won
on but Lhe game he has played now
is no way only Jose, Mr. Speaker.
There is no way he can possibly
wirn, TL is absolutely
irresponsible Ffor any Premier or
anybody connected with this House
of Assembly Lo aven giuve Lhe
slightes! indication that they are
in Favour of any clause +in {+his
particular agreement.

What about the secondary road
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agreament? Concaeplion Bay! The
member for Carbonear (Mr. Peach)
and  Ethe member Ffor Harbour Grace
(Mr. Young) are not here this
avening and thoey have not risen in
their seats.

AN HON. MFMRFR :
Order!

MR. EFFORD:

I apologize, Mr, Speaker. T am
nol suppose bto refer o Fhat, The
point, Mr. Speaker, dis thal I have
not heard them make any reference
Lo this agreement We had &
raitway station din Clarke's Reach,
in Ray Roberts, in Harbour Grace
and in  Carbanear. ft was  given
up, understandably, gilven up for

something betker.

AN HON. MEMBER:

You agreed to that.

MR. EFFORD:
Yas, we aqreed, the people of
today and the people of yestaerday.

DR. COLLINS:
What did we get ‘in return?

MR. FFFORD:

We goft absolibely notning in
return for it. last year the the
Minister of Transportation and the
Federation of Mayors and
Municipalibties sal down  and Lhay
agreed to have the lracks laken up

with  the understanding thalt:  in
this agreement there would be a
pacikage for the HIToa Mr

Speaker, there 1is absolutely not
o panny For the people  of
Conception Bay, not $1 +4n this
agreeaement: not $1 Lo build new
roads, to widen new roads, or to
@ven maintain the road presently
running through Conception Ray .

Will the Minister of
Transportation explain to me where
there is $1 in this for Conception
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Ray? There is not one mention.

MR. DOYLE:
There +s $235% million (inaudible).

MR. REFFORD:

$235 million! It goes no where!
There 14 1o wherae in Lhat
agreement to say it goes any where
in Conception Bay or any whare
else in this Province! It is up
ko your polikical sTush Funds
where you put it. There is
abscolutely nothing there in black
or white to say where it goes and
the agreement should not have been
signed until that agreement was

made. Tt is $23% million we
should have gotten anyhow and you
are M aw going o LS e an &}

political slush fFund, but make no
mistake aboubt il Mp. Minister of
Transportation, your political
slush Fund w1 nol work N
Harbour Grace, and il will not
work in Carbonear, and ‘i will not

work in Trinity - Ray de Verde,
aned T guaranbee  youl iboowi 1l nokb
work in  Port de Grave. T can

assure yorl of bhat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FFFORD:

Make no mistake, everybody on that
side knows Lhabt that s a fact.
There will not bhe one district out
there that will go PC the naext
election, and the $235 million
will not buy ikt. TF you do not
believe me, call the election and
we will soon find out.

That 1is deceiving the people.
Deceiving the people is what this

governmenl is all about. They
deceived wus in the FFT's, they
deceived s in the of Fshore

agreement, they deceived us in the
40,000 jobs the Pramier proised
after {he last election. They
deceived s, Mr . Speaker, in
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everything thal. they have ever put
Forth. Thera +is no yguestion about
il, Mr. Speaker, their deceiving
days are over. rhis is the skraw
that has broken the camel's baclk,
Mr. Speaker, no question about.
This is the straw that has broken
about. ik, There 1s nothing in
this for the future of Lhe
Province.

Mr . Speaker, how can this
agreement be accepted? The
figures do not add up to what the
Premier and the Minister of
Transportation is saying, $400
million dollars to be spent in the

beginning of 1992 - 1988, 1989,
1990, 1991, no money, only what is
axisting now. Why is not that

money going to be spent Loday?

The $400 million is not going Lo
be spent unkil 1992, The $100
million you are talking about has
no conneciion i th that
whatsoever. That has gol nothing
to do with Phat whatsoever. The
package ds here, gir, and the
package is here and anybody  wikh
any open eyes at all can read 1t,
a complebte sell ont.

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to
stand haere in this House of
Assembly this evening and repeat
over and over again, skick to Lhe
facts of what 1is here! Forget
about what had happened ip ILhe
past, the railway is gone !
Whatever statements were made by
the Premier of this Province five
years ago and by the ministers
opposite matters not.

Wwhat matters dis we have sold out
the Fubure of Etransportation in
the Province of Newfoundland and

labrador. We have sold out the
only mode of transportation left
ACTOS S this Prowvince, We have
one . Fuery other province has
fwo . We have one, and thal is not
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going to bhe worth the paper Lthat
it is written on.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible).

MR. EFFORD:

No, T did wnet want to keep khe
railway. No one argues that. A1l
we had Lo do was keep the rad Tway
until  we got a decent mode of
transporiaition, or sigrn a  decent
adgreananl , hold oul .

Mybody wei b any intelligonce
whatsoever would have thrown 1 hat
hacl “in John Crosbie's fFace! Who
would accept a piece of garbage
Trike Lhat  an insuli Lo evepy
Newfoundlander and lLabradorian!

AN HON. MFEMRER:
(Tnaudible).

MR. EFFORD:
No . The roads are the
rasponsibility -

MR. TOBIN:

Are you calling the road to Petite
Forte and the rest of the Prouvince
garbage? You should be ashamed of
yourself,

MR. EFFORD:
Fuerybody needs pavement! I would
not even entertain the Minister of
Social Services (M, Tobin)
because we o oall know  what bis
capabililies are,

M. Speaker, it s not enough  to
go on and btry Lo distract from Fhe

agreement,, distractl from the
ardgument. being pult forth. We have
nothing against people getting
pavement:, We need pavement:. IMhe

people of Petit Forte, the people
of Badger, Ekhe people of Cornep
Brook, 1he people of Port aux
Basques, the paople of Ronavista,
everybody in this Province needs
roads . That is whia t ue are
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Falking about.

We are talking about a decent mode

of btransportation. What is going

to happen? In Port de Grave
district we have eight Figh

plants; din Harbour Grace we have
one of the Tlargest Fish plants in
the Island; in Carbonear the same
way; and all bhe private husiness
oparations in that particular
Aroa, dow in the name of goodne
are the traclor trailers qoing ko
gei over a road, i we do nob haue
A decant road to bravel ovep?

Going  down  Lhrotgh  all  of the
communities now i1 18 not wide
enotugh For Lwo {ractor trailers op
lwo  vehicles to  pass wilh any

satisfaclhion. Why  was  there nok
something put in black and white
in Lhis to say, T 1989,

beginning in the Spring of the
vear, bthe by-pass road s going to
be started.' Why was that not in
Fhe agreementk Ehat the people
could see?

Yes, the $235 million is there for
the secondary roacls agreaement:,
that is providing the Minister of
Transportation and his colleagues
can spend it where they fFigure
they are going to got  kEhe most
votes,

We saw  what happened Lo the
i cipal  grants  in Poart de Grave
dislrict. Not one dollar to any
Lown council, e have Four
mayors, the mayor of Ray Roberts,
the mayor of Clarke's Boeach, khe
mayor of North River and the mayonr
of Soulkh River, sErang Tory

supporters who now were strong
Tory supporbters, They attencded
your conventions! And here the

Minister of Municipal AFFairs (Mr,
Rrett) in handing out the grants
completaly dgnored them because
they got a Liberal meémber, Well,
what & slap in the facel What an
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insult to Fhose people who

supportied your party!

SOME HON ., MEMRBERD !
oh, oh!

MR, EFFORD:

The  Tlast time T won by 1,500
voles, that is 1,504 for {he next
eloeckion, Man, oh man! T gained
an extra 500 voles because of
that. People are nol going to be
diclated Lo. People are not going
to be insulted. This is nothing
only a form of dictation. John
Croshie and 8rian Mulroney - this
is all this is - they said, 'Take

it or gelk lost.' Tt would be
hetter if the Premier of this
Province had not taken it The

people of this Province could have
at least held their heads up with
some pride and said, 'We are not
going to take any insulbs or any
garbage anymore from Ottawa as we
have been. taking all down rhrough
the years,' Mr. Speaker.

MR. TOBTINM:
What would you be for?

MR, FEFFORD:
What would T he for? I would be

For | doecent mode of
{ransportialion, a highway across
wi th At Teasi a maintenance

agreement,

SOME HMON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FEFFORD:

- With at least enough money Lo
maintain the highway! That is all
we had before. At least enough

trouble -

MR. TOBIN:
Why was there not a maintenance
agreement in Argentia?

MR. EFFORD:

Do not go telling me what happened
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in 1967

Why did not my grandfather have a
dicsel engine in his sailboats? I
do nol know. I was not around al
Fhat  Eimo. T am around today and
we know what dis good for the
PDrovince L faolure. Do nob Qo
talking about Lhe past, M.
Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

oh, oh!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, my greatest Fear for
the future 1is where the money 1is
going Lo come From For bthe road
agreements, praobably from ACOA.
That is my greateskt Fear, the
money 1is going to have to come out
of the aACOA Fund For the Future
for our secondary roads and for
hae building of our roads in
Newfoundland.

MR. TORIN:
He knows bhatlo s nobt brue.

MR. FFFORD:

No, 1T do nol know thal i not
trve . With the confidence we have
in this governmenl today, there is
nothing to tell me that they would
not be foolish enough to sign
anything, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, if the railway had to
close oul  and a1l Obttawa would
have given us was the $40 million
which they were losing in
maintaining the railway, it would
have been more than we are gekbing
here. All they had to say is,
'Take the railway, give us the $40
million and maintain what we are
gekking now ' and we would be
bekter off.

The M-inis ber of Transporbtation
(Mr. Doyle) tried to say to us,
"look, we are geliing the $400
million on top of what we are
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getting now.' That 1dis totally
fFalse!
There is nothing in this

agreement. This 1is not going to
start until 1992. TF thak was the
case, why 1is not the $400 million
going to bhe spent today? That is
the question, Mr. Speaker.

What abhout the 155 saasonal
workers of this Province? Do johs
not matter ko the 155  ssasonal
workers, M Speaker? M,

Spaaker, those people have o have
jobs,

MR, DAWE:
They are going 1o he looked afler.

MR. FFFORD:

Well, Mr. Speakaer, Lhat  cis  the
question. They say they are going
Lo be Tooked aflter, This is  the
sumuer of 1988, There is still a
railuay in this Province, yoel
there is not one of those seasonal
workers working today. How are
they going to be looked after, Mr,
Speaker? Why are they notk working
today, Mr. Speaker?

MR. DAWF:
Why do you not wait 24 hours?

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, 3f this government
hadl any considaeration For Fhe
people of Lhis Province, they
woulcd  have thrown  this  back  atb
John Croshie. If they had any
consideration, Mr . Spaaker, For
The workers of 1{his Province, the
FUlLl < ime workers aric rhe

part- Lime workers who wor-k
seasonally with the railway, thoy
would have thrown +H1 back. Rut:
navertheless, Mr. Speakaer, Lhey

Jeft an dnsult 1o the people of
this Province and Fhe only way Lhe
people of this Province will get
even at  khalt ds after the next
election, whenever it may be, and
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the sooner, My . Speaker, the
bettrer, We will show what it is
all about!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RTIDEQUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hoar!

MR. RIDEQUT: -
Mr . Speaker, T Haye haard of

verpbal gymnastics from time to
e anel { Nave senn then

performed on occasion Ar this
Hots e, butt T have  very seldom
heard of mathematical gymnastics

periformed ) the axlani just
performed by the hon. gentleman
who took his saeal, To be able bto

say, and 1in a public forum, in the
Legislalture, with some people -in
the galleries, the media listening
and so on, to be able Lo say with
any degree of sincerity, M,
Speaker, in a public Forum without
choking, that this Province would
be bebter off by taking the $40
million a year the Gouvernment of
Canada  Joses on the railway in
Newfoundland and Labrador and that

s 1!

Mr.  Speaker, {the hon. genbtleman
got to be ridiculed, and he will
be  once it becomes  known, From
Cape Chidley to St. Mary's Ray For

thad kind of Foolish logic!

SOME_HON. MFEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. RIDFOUT:

Mr . Speaker, i there was any
group of people T have seen in the
Last  number  of wonths  who have
been whistling as they marched
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past Lhe graveyard, their
philosophy was in bhe speach made
by the hon. gentleman who just
took his seak, and Ehat cis o why
this debate is on, Mr. Speaker.
That is why is was on yeshkerday,
that +ds why il was on last night,
that s why b is on again focday,
hecause this hon . group, the
of ficial Opposition in bthe Honse,
know that this particular
government and Ehe Government. of
Canada, in this package called
Towards 2000 holds ouk the
future prosperity of Newfoundland
and Labrador. They know ik, Mr.
Speaker!

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

They know, Mr . Speaker, Lhat
wrapped up in this agreement is
prosperity, that the curse of
isolation has been broken forever
more for the people of Pebil
Forte, They know that it means
improvements Lo bhe highway  From
Ray Verte to the Trans—Canada
Highway . They know that ik means

improvement s Lo {he Ronavista
Highway, Mr. Speaker. Theay kinow
1 hat it MEans ar improved
Trans -Canada  Highway . They know

that il means 1hal finally the
road  From Roddickton and Englee
over to Plum Point will be paved.

This +& just not an agreement to
get rid of Ehe rai lway, Mr .
Speaker. This ids an agreement Lo
make sure that every part of rural
Newfoundland comes into the
Twenty—First Century, Mr .
Speaker. That is what it is all
about, and that is why the Liberal
Party of Newfoundland and Labrador
have gok to scrakch and claw and
beg and try to make sure that
somehow or other they can sekt FEhe
seeds of doubt in the minds of the
public of NewfFoundland and
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Labrador, that there is something
wrong with this deal, That is the
bottom line, Mr. Speaker, and that
is exactly what has been taking
place here in ihis l.egislaiure
suer Fhe last couple of days. But
it dis not going Lo happen, M.
Speakar, because Fhere s nak one
person walking tLhe streets of
Ming's Right Lkonight who are upsek
bhecause the Governmenl of
Newifoundland and Lhe Govermnent af
canada have struck a deal that ise
good For Newfoundland and Labrador.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

There 1is not one person walking
Lhe streeb in Purbeck's Cove
tonight who 1is upset because of
that deal, Mr. Speaker. And what
government, Mr. Speaker, 1in the
history of this Province, oF any
political stripe, fought with more
daetermination, turned ouar he
last stone, Mr. Speaker, crealed
new  challengaes  where bhers were
not challenges before, fought wilbh

Lhe Tast remnnan s oF its
determinalilon and wisdom and
fortitude 1o inry 1o save khe

Newfoundland Railway? I{1 was lhe
PC Gouvarnment  of NMewfoundland  and

| abrador, Mr. Speaker. Tt was
Lhis governmenl, this
administration, and previous
administralbions Formad by Fhis
party, who stood by the railway of
Nawfoundland and Labrador. Tt was

this administration. So we do not
have to go oubt of this House and
go to the people of Port aux
Basques or the people of Bishop's
Falls or the people of Corner
Arook or the people of anywhere
else and hang our heads, M .
Speaker.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. RIDEOQOUT:

This party

ratilway of
labrador. We do not have to stand
in this House, or Hin any  Forum
anywhere else 1in this Province,
Mr. Speaker, and take a back seat
to any political movement for our
defence and our efforts to try and
save the railway, and we are not
guing to, Mr. Speaker,

Fought to save the

AN HON. MEMRFR:
Make your point.

MR. RIDFOUT:

Mr .  Speakaer, L owill geb  to  ny
points in 1he debale al the point
that [ want to gel to thom.

SOME HON. MFEMRBERS:
Hear, hewar!

MR. RIDFOUT:

We do not have Lo bake a hack seak
as a political party to anybody,
Teast of all +he hon. genl:lemen

opposite, far our determined
effort ko try ko save and make
viable the railway of this
Province. We do not have to do

it, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMONS:
You say that with a straight face.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Yas, Sir. And we have no reason
but. to have a sinile on our Facae,
Mr. Speaker, for all the world to
see because everyhody in Lhis
Province knows dt, They know it
in LaScie and Fleur de lLys and St

Mary's, and all around the
Province, that this governmenl: has
tried its very hest through
difficnlt Cianes, M Speaker,
without Lhe support of Lhe

Opposition, without the support of
the Opposition's party and some of
Ehedir members when they were he
government in Ottawa, wilhout
their supporl we bLried Lo do Ihe
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NewfoundTand ancd

iinpossible, We Eried whait history
has not been able to do since the
1800s, Lo save and make viable the
railway in Newfoundland and
Labrador.

MR. DECKER:

Rut you failed,

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, over the last several
weeks and months we had to make a
daecision, Mr. Speaker, Tooking at
the statistics, with something
Tess, 1T belicve, Lhan 20 paer  cent
of the freight traffic now moved
across  Noewfoundland  and  Labrador
moved by the railway, and gelting
worse,  do  you sl back  in your
seat and allow the dnevitahle to
happon? [s hat being
responsible, Mr. Speaker? Do you
sit back in your seat and allow Lo
disappear the jobs of 400 or 500
paople, however many workers are
engaged in that dindustry, and some
of  them coming +o us and saying,
'"For God's sake, Government of
NowfFoundland and Labrador , 1F you
are going to do anything, try to
get ik done soon because the next
thing the dinevitahle is going to
happen and we are going to getk
nothing anyway ., ' That has
happened, Mr. Speaker. With 20
per cent or less of the traffic,
and it continuing to decline, do
we close our eyes to reality? Do
we close our eyes to real ity and
just let reality and the natural
course  of  things lLake place and
nothing happens?

MR. TULK:
You always have,

MR. RIDFOUT:

Mr. Speaker, they are Lhe people
so  hyped up about decorum and so
on, as I am sure you have noticed,

Do you allow yourself, My
Speaker, Aas A responsible
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government to do that? I have Lo
say that if I have to join in that
decision the answer unequivocally
has 1o be no. But you do not take
the approach of the hon. genbtleman
for Porl de Grave, Mr. Speaker.
You do not  bake Ehat  approach
where you say, 'Give me the $40
wmillion that  you were paying in
losses as a suhsidy to {he
railway. ' You do not do that and
say nothing else. Whal you 1lry to
da, Mp. Speaker, is Lo negoliabe a
deal that is possible, a deal that
will be good for NewFfoundland ancl
Labrador for decades and decades
Lo comne. Tn other words, you have
to deal with {the realily. You do
nok, as a governmmant, have Lhe
Tuxury of the Opposition to be
able ko say no wakber whak the

government does, we are
automatically going te be against
it. Oppositions have had that

luxury for cenkuries, ever since
there has been a parliament. We
do not have Ehat  Tluxury. TF we
had sat back and let the railway
take -its natural course and die,
what would be the debate in this
House today? Tf a decision was
announced 1 September 1988 that
the railway was going to be closed
down six months from thal dale,
what would be bthe debate dn this
House nexi Spring, Mr. Speaker?
Who would be Jleading the debaie,
who would bhe leading 1lhe charge,

chaslbising and condamning Lhe
governmenl, for not having

negotiated a deal?  Who woule it

he, Mr. Speaker? It would be the
sae people who cannot 506
anylhing good din 1his particular
deal today, it would be the

liberal Party, Mr. Speaker, the
party which is againskt everything,
the party which finds nothing good
in anykthing and i totally
negative. No, Mr. Speaker, we
were nobt prepared to do that. We
were prepared, and we did in fact
take our responsibility seriously.
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AN HOM. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. RIDEOUT:

More Fhan the hon. gentleman dot.
Fnough to be well ahead on the
Fipal ballot, Mr. Spaeakar, which
is more than the hon. gentleman
goi. .

SOME_HOMN. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. RARRETT:
and not a knife ouk.

MR. RIDFOUT:

And not a knife out. That is
right.

The hon. gentleman talks about
constitutional responsibility. I
am not learned in the law, T am
certainly only a simple-minded
person when ikt comes bo the law,
but I have to take advice from
Fhose who are, and those who are,
Mr. Speaker, tell wus that we do
nol have constitubional protection.

MR. FLLS:

Shame!

MR. RIDFOQUT:

T o il not invent that, M .
Speaker. The hon. Leader of lhe
Opposiiion says, 'Shame Well,
the hon. leader of the Opposition
has been know Trom Lime Lo Uime to
give good legal advice, He has
been kinowm  from  Lime to  bilme  bo
give bad legal advice. He has not
haon 100 per cenl spob-on all the
Lime din his legal advice, Mr.
Speakar, There are corporaklions
and entities in this Province, Mr.
Speaker, who have sought the hon.
gentleman's advice. Some have
been successful, some have been
unsuccessful. Most that have been
successful, M.  Speaker, if  my
memory serves me correctly,
occured when Lhe hon. genbtleman
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gave advuice against positions Lhat
the Province had laken. He has
beaen vary good at hal, Mr .
Speaker. That has been evidenced
in the offshore, the  Churchill
Falls recall case, and things of
that nakture, wheare the haorn.
genlleman gave aduice Lhat
obviously paid off for the clienkts
he represented. I have no problem
with that, That is his right to
do, and he was in that business,
and T assune he gobk properly
remunerated for the advice that he
gave., T assume he did.

dut nevertheless, Mr, Speaker, to
follow up on the point T was
making, the fack of the mabiter s
there will probably be a lot of
Tegal advice on eiither side of the
queslion, Rut  {he bhest Tegal
advice available to the Crown, to
her Majesly -

MR. WELLS:
Table the opinion.

MR. RIDFEOUT :
We did. The hon. Premier 1abled

b oyesterday, Mr, Speaker.

SOMFE. HON., MEMBFRS:
No.

MR. RIDFOUT:

He did so table itk. Mr. Speaker,
it was tabled and the answer to
Ehe question was that the Province

did not have, in terms of
maintaining Lhe railway, a

constitutional guarantee. The
Province did not have t.

So, Mr. Speaker, do you then,
having the bestk advice +hal s
available 1o you as a government
responsible o the  people  who
elecled you, trying to provide the
best  government: bto bLhe poeople of

the Province, do you tolally
ignoere  bhat? Do you ignore Ethat?
Would it be responsible, M.
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Speaker,  For  this  government to
ignore lhe best legal aduice that
employees of the Crown and outside

lawyers gave us? Would 4t bhe
responsible For us Lo do that, and
to lead this Province into
probably several years of

litigation, which would he great
For lawyers, Mr Speaker, ik
where would the railway be at that
poinkt [din  tilme? Where would the
employees of the railway he at
thalk poink in Fime?

That was an opkion, Mr. Speaker,
that was available to the
govermnent. We could have dignored
the advice of our legal employees
and  he  lawyers, and said, "The
heck with 1t We Lthink -  Tom
Rideonl:, Taypaerson, Jim o Morgan,
Dr. Twomey, whoever, Jayperson -
you arce wrong, dand we ara going bo
forget your advice and we are
gqoing o purshe anobher avenue, "

We could have done that. That was
an option. We do not Ethink 4t was
a responsible option. We do nol
hink it wonld  have  been  very
responsible 1o the employees of
Lhe railway. We do not Ethink it
would have been very responsible
o the travelling public of
Newfoundland and Labrador, We do
not: think it would have been
responsible at all, Mr. Speaker.
So, therefore, with that advice in
our back pocket available to wus,
we  chose to do  the only olher
alternative that was available.

SOME HON. MFMBFRS:
N selloutk.

MR. RIDFOUT:
Thaal: s ol A sellout, Mr .
Speaker. That is not a sellout.

Mr. Speaker, the artisls + of
sellouls i MeuwifoundTand and

labrador are represented on Lhe
obher side of bthis Honse.,
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDFOUT:

That is a fact of history. You do
nok have to go very far in the
pages of history, you do not even
have to go back in ancient history
in  Newfoundland and labrador 1o
Find  oul  which political  party
represents lhe sellout arlists,
TV is polt over hore, Mr, Speaker,
i1 s over there. They are the
artishts of the sellont Factor.

SOMFE HON., MEMBFERSG:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDFQUT:

Take $40 wmillion instead of 4835
million, or whatever it 1is, shut
your mouth, go home and you will

be better of . That is the
| iberalnomics, Mr. Speaker. That

is the Liberalnomics that have
come From the other side. S0 you
negotiate a deal, and I have no
hesitation in going before bhe
public of this Province, anywhere
in the Province, particularly my
constituents, and saying that this
deal is good For Newfoundland and
Labrador. I can say it, Mr .
speaker, with no Ffear of  shane .
Let 1hose who have shame hanging
around their heads bow in shame,
Mr. Speaker, but they are not over
here.

SOME HON. MEMBIRSG:
Haar, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

et those who support a political
philosophy that has Lha shanes of
ihe past around their  heads bow
thair heads, bult they are not over
hhere, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RTIDEQUT:
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We will be able to say to future
generations of Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians that even though
Fifteen years +is not wvery much
compared to sixty-five, we will be
able Lo say that auen Fhough
fifteen years is only a drop in
Lhe bucket compared bto sixby-Five,
we were not euven prepared to pul
anr  signabures on your behalf to
{Lhat kind of an agreemenlt. We are
Foo cabrbions, we are too concarmned
for the Fulure, e ara oo
hypad -up with the fact that Ehings
might change too much on us over
Fifteen  years, so we would not

euen ik that kind of an
agreamani. This governmenk was so

responsible that it would not
conbemplate sigining thak kind of
an agreement, and it was not
pushed down our Ethroats Lo sign
that kind of an agreement. We
said, no, we will go about half
way, we will go about eight
years., Tmagine 1f you had gone
twenty on the other one, Mr .
Speaker. We would have rights Lo
negotiate today.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDFEOUT:

You would not have to he
M 1o b ad s kting in this
Province today with the Supreme
Conrt or bhe country saying you
cannot even sit down and talk {or
sixty odd yoars. '

MR. MORGAN:
You would #ot  be worried about
maintenance costs.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

You would nolk be worrying abouk
maintenance costs, Mr. Speaker. A
1Tiktle small agreement Tilke a
fifteen year agreement, a
governmaent thak was so politically
determined to protect the future
of “its residents that it said, no
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way are  we  going  to  sign that
without a reopener so that we can
compara, have a  look, reassess,
and see if the deal is working the
way  that  we  enuisioned it wonld
work din 1988 when we signed dtl.

Mhat is why that T have o
hesilation in  saying Lhat this
particular agreemant: i an
agreement Lhat has a vision for
the Future in ik, [+ is nobk an
agreement, Mr. Speaker, that was
signed wil L blinkers an, netk

worrying about whether tomorrow is
going Lo change, get Lkthe Fastk
political hoost out of it and the
heck wikh what happens ten or
fifteen years down Lhe road. That
has  never been the approach of
tEhis party, Mr. Speaker, That has
been the approach of olhear
political parties 1in the history
of Newfoundland and Labrador, but
it has not been the approach of
Lhis party, and il is not going to
be the approach of this party, Mr.
Speakoer, We have protechion. We
have accomplished whal many would
argtie in the courts of this land

and  the hon. gentlJeman might on
behalf  of  somebody  if  he were
still out in the private sector -
we  had  no  right Lo accomplish,
There would be many, I think, who
would argue thall we accomplished
what we had no right to accomplish
under  the Taw, what we had no
right to accomplish under the
constitukion, what we had no right
to accomplish for the people of
this Province, There would be
people who would argue that, but
this government stuck to its guns,
Mr. Speaker, and made sure that
future generalbions of
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
were ot going to be penalized,
If there was one shred of a
chance, 1iF there was one shred of
an opportunity that ue could
negotiate a package to improve the
transportation system in

Nawlfoundland and Labrador Shad was
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the  posiition, Mr . Spaaker, NIz
adopted, that was the position
Phatt we carried dinto dialogue and
negotiations with the Government
of Canada on bthis mabtaer, Fven if
that shred was only moral, even if
thare WA s no shred of
constitutional responsibility, hut
aven if At was only woral you have
an obligation to ensure that the
paeople of NewFoundlarnd and
Labrador are provided with an
enhancead transportabion sysbeam,
You have an obligation to ersure
that the employees are lLaken care
of, you have an obligation to
ensure  bthat certain btowns in Ekhis
Province that were historically
dependant on  the railway have a
fair degree of development
opportunity offered bto bhem, and,
My, Speaker, we were able Lo
accomplish that,

And what do you hear from one end
to the other of Newfoundland and
Labrador  today? The vasit, vask
majority of people T have lalked
o ovar  the last  several hours
have been saying it is time.

SOMEF HON, MFMBERS:
dear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

There comes a time, Mr. Speaker,
when  governments have ko govern,
and this government does not mind
accapling iks  responsibility to
govern,

That is what we were elected for.
TF  and  when, Mr . Speaker, the
people want to change that, this
is nok South Africa, Mr. Speaker,
this dis not Nigeria, uwhere you
have to go wilh a gun and say voke
for that person. Despite what you
hear from the Opposilion, we are
willing to put our names on a
docunment after carefnl negokialion
and consideration, and we are
willing o pul the repntation of
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the government behind it and take
it to the people, Mr. Speaker.
That is what democracy is all
about .

SOME HON. MEMRBRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDFOQUT:

S50 what we sae from bthe obhaer
side, Mr. Speaker, d1s a whole
bunch of Fears. There is bthe fear

of this railway deal. They used
o,  very caniiously  in Quesiion
Pear-iod over {he Jast saveral
months, ask Little gquostions about
i They never delued very much

or never spent A lob of  Fime at
it, bul very cautiously because
Fhat conld interfara Wi b h Lhe
grand design of {the hon. leader of
Lhe Party opposite. Thera was the
fear of the Prouvince being flukie
enough, being able to negotiate a

goodl transportation deal for
Newfoundland and lLabrador. That

was the fear, Mr. Speaker.

There 1is a fear on the opposite
side, Mr. Speaker, and there is a
fear in high corporate places in
this Province that those things
might come about including the one
T just mentionead. There is
nothing worse than paying for
something, Mr. Speaker, before you
get it.

SOME HOMN. MEMBERS:
Hear, heor!

MR. RIDFOUT:

30 lLhere is that Fear.

There Wi 8 @ fear Lhat this
govarnmenl might samehow or olher,
by hook or by crook, by fluke or
deltermination or good government,
or a combinalion of all three,
negokriake a transportation package
for the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador, There was a Fear, Mr,
Speaker, Llhat this government, by
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hook or by crook or by good
government, might be able, with
the help of the Government of
canada, pull off Hibernia. They
are trembling 1in their shoes, Mr.
Speaker, that we will pull off
Hibernia.

SOMF HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

There is a fear, Mr, Speaker, that
somehon or olher bhis governmenk,
by co-operalion wilh the
sovermment of  Quebec,  wmight pull
of f some kind of a coup dn lerms
of  that infamous  Churchill Falls
Agreement, and creale further
davelopmaenl in lLabrador. That s
a fear, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

and there was a fourth fear, Mr.
Speakar, Lhat BayUen LF e
government could not succeed on
any of those, or on one or two or,
God forbid!, all three, even if
that did not  happen Lhere was
another fear, that somehotw or
other -

AN HON. MEMBFER:
What about the Sprung greenhouse?

MR, RIDFOUT:

I am not worried, Sir, aboul
campaigning in the streebts of R e
Verlie on the Sprung greenhouse,

ol one il

Mr. Speaker, there was another
Fear. There was A Fear that
somehow or another the government
would make sure thalt Lhe people of

Newfoundland and labrador saw the

real liberal Party under the new
Liberal Leader. That was a fear,
Mr. Speaker.
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SOME _HON. MFMRFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT :

And, My, Speaker, il has been
done, it has  been accomplished.
Two of those fears have turned out
o bhe  the worst Tears Fhat the
Oppositlion party could have
dreamed of. Two  of  thoss fears
lurned out to be the worst fears
Lhat  their dnvestors could have
evaer dreamed of; Mr. Speaker.

Now they are nok sure any more.
The people of Newfoundland and
Labrador have been questioning the
leader of the Opposition for
several months, Mr. Speaker. They
have been wondering is this really
the person we want to entrust with
our future direction? They have
heen asking questions ahout Ithe
trust faclor, whether they could
really btrusit khe Foture direcltion
of Newfoundland and labrador in
the hands of thatl hon. genbTemnan.

Il sz Kivom, o exampla, of
candidal es who have been

interviaswed and grillaed and hanlad
over lhe coals and brought back in
For a sacond interyiew, who
promised to run but are now
gelbliing in fouch saying, "No way!
T am having nothing to do with
Fhat. party "

S50ME HON. MFMBFRS:
Hear, hear)!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, there was a time over
the last few weeks when T thought
that the worst kept secret in
Newfoundland and Labrador was Ethe
future of the railway. But over
the Tlast week or ten days, on the
political scene of Newfoundland
and Labrador, the Wors i kapt
secret is what has bheen happening
ko the star candidates Gthat  Uhe
hon. gentleman Jlined up. They
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have been falling, Mr. Speakser.

SOME HON. MFMRFRS:
Hoear, hoar!

MR. RIDLOUT:

So, Mr, Speaker, two  of Lhedr
worst Foears have Caone akhout
There has been a good, dependable,
Tegiltimate, honest, rational deal
on the future of Lransportation tin
NewfFoundland anel Labrador
negotiated by this government ,
That has happened.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Secondly, the people have seen the
real Liberal Party under Lhe
leadership of the hon. gentleman.
The people have seen that and bhey
are talking about il no end. I

hear it cvaerywhere T go.

And it juast o oanight be, Mr. Speaker
- God forbid! - that history will
not be ltoo kind Lo this parbty in
the nex! few weeks and monlhs: For
the sake of tho hon. gentlaman, -t
just might be, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK:
Tk ois time Lo adjourn.

MR. RIDEQUT:
Mr. Speaker, I have the right Lo
adjourn the debate.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TUILK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: :
The hon. the wmember For Fogo.

MR. TULK:

I Thate to dnterrupt the  hon.
gentleman's speaech because we
intend to settle him down another
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way. But on a point of order, the
Govermnent House Leader has asked
this side if we would consent to a
ten o'clock meetk ing tomorrow
morning of the lLegislature. I say
to the hon. genktleman that we have
a couple of more people who want
to speak on  khis dissue. Refore
Your Honour leaves +the Chair at
10:00, as he has bto, T-wanlt Ulo
seek a bit of information from the
hon. gentleman as to whether we
are meelting at ten o'clock or
not . fhe ball is enbtirely in his
court .,

DR, COILITNSG:
M. Speaker, T gave lhe answer
hoth to the Hlonse lLeader opposibe

and to Lhe | eader of the
Oppositiaon, The arrangemeaent  Was
we had private discussions whelher
we woi d come hack EOmMorr o

morning, din the dinterest of Lhe
people of khis Province, at 9:30
and get inlo Jlegislation to pass
some bills, and we gok a negakive
answer from the members opposite.
Now the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition 1is saying no, but we
got a negakive answer, and this s
what we get all the time.

MR. TULK:
on a point of
Speaker.

privilege, Mr.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

The hon. gentleman can sland in
his place all he Tikes, T say ho
the horn . gent]eman that the

business of the people of bhis
Province is what has recenlly gone
on as wuch as any bill he wishas
1o put on the Order Paper.

MR. STMMONS:
Tt is a sellout!

MR. TULK:
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A sellout! It dis as much the
business of the people of this
Province as anything the hon.
genkleman wishes to pubk on the
Order Paper. and I say to him
that Ekhis party stands ready, Uthe
Opposition stands ready to debate
Fhal, tssue,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

There 1s no prima facie case, It

i mow 10:00 o'clock e hon
minister's time has elapsed. The

Honse stands  adjournad unbtil 2:00
p.om. Lomorron.,

MR. TUl.K:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOMF HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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~ ST T T 155cC ACTTTTITATITT 3 oy, gy r—em — - Te,T AT A
IN SEPTEMBER, 198%5, CGIVERNMENT L2PCINTTD 2 TRZT TCECT O
TWTD S AT Tr 7 e QT e TRLIC SEFVTIOT TUTDI AT TITIITm Amaremeyea
ZMPLOYNENT EQUITY TC STUD TRE DUELIC SEFVICE B

OF PECPLE WITH DISABILITIES. IN MID 1987, CIRINET LSDROVED THT

INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE THE REPRESENTATICN CF ©PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES WITHIN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. THCSE INITIATIVES

INCLUDED:

- DEVELOPMENT AND INMPLEMENTATION OF A TRAINING PLACEMENT
PROGRAM (SINCE RENANED A CZREER EMPLOYIENT PRCGRAEM) ;

= RECRUITMENT OF AN EMPLOYMENT EQUITY OFFICER;

B EFFORTS TO IMPROVE BUILDING ACCESSIBILITY;

B MANAGEMENT TRAINING TO PROMOTE 2 BETTER UNDERSTZNIINZ OF T==T
ABILITIES OF THE TARGET GROUP;

= AND OTHER SPECIAL EFFORTS TO ENSURE THE PUBLIC SEZ=VICE wonr

ENVIRONMENT MEETS THE KEEDS OF THE TARGET GrROUP.

iy, IN ORDER TO ENCOULIIEZ THT FLACEVMEZXT OF ITIZRE IECTLE wo—=
DIZSZSILITIES iR TIIMAEINT ZEIITELNE T ot ot it
IMPLEMENTING A CAREER EMPLCYMENT TROZFEM TEL C=JZITIVE oF
THIS PROGRAM IS TO INCEE2ASE THE REPRESIWIZTICN CF Pprooor
WiTH DISABILITIES WITHIN THE PUBLIC SERVICE TEROUGE TS

PROVISION OF ON-THE-JO3 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES IN GOVERNMENT

DEPARTMENTS. THESE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES WILL SE DESIGNZZ

f,

TO LEAD TO PERMZNENT EMPLOYMENT. THE FPUBLIC SERVICZE

COMMISSION IS RESPONSISLE FOR THIS PROGR2M AND FOR



o

[\

CVERSEEING THE PLACEMENTS. FUNDS HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED FOR

ToE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO HIRE THE FIRST GROUFP C

~

Frf

C

TRAINEES (12-15 PEOPLE), STARTING IN SEPTEMBER OF THIS YEAR.

ATPROVAL HAS ALSO BEEN GIVEN FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION TO HIRE AN EMPLOYMENT EQUITY OFFICER. THIS
PERSON WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING THE CAREER
EVMPLOYMENT  PROGRAM, AND FOR PRCVIDING CTHER SPECIAL
FMPLOVMENT RELATED SERVICES BOTH TO THE TARGET GROUP AND TC
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. THE POSITION HAS BEEN ADVERTISED,
LND THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION HOPES TO EAVE T:o

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT IN THE JOB BY THE END OF JULY.

SINCE 1973, WHEN THE ACCESSIBILITY ACT WES PrROCLRIMED,

CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS HAS MET THE REQUIREMENTS OF

THIS LEGISLATION. THERE ARE, OF COURSE, A GREAT MANY
SOVERNMENT-OWNED PUBLIC BUILDIKNG THAT WERE CONSTRUCTEIL
T=ICR 7TC 1873. THERE IS HNC REQUIREMENT UWDER BoEAS
TEGISLATION THAT THESE BUILDINGS EE M2DE  ACCESSIRLE

NEVERTHEELESS, GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES THAT SPECIAL EMPLOYZNT
PROGRAMS TO HIRE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WILL ONLY EL
EFFECTIVE IF POTENTIAL EMPLOYEES CAN HAVE ACCEsSS TC
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS. IN ORDER TC FACILITATE THIS,
GOVERNMENT IS NOW REVIEWING THE CURRENT LEVEL @8

2CCESSIBILITY OF ALL OF ITS BUILDINGS, AND IS ASSESSING



THOSE RENCVATIONS WHICH M2ZY EBEE REQUIRED. UR GO&L IS THRT

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS BE M2DE ACCESSIBLET W=ERE IT =

PRACTICAL AND COST EFFECTIVE TO DC SO.

I WILL CCNCLUDE BY SAYTING, MR. SPEAXER, THAT CGOVERNMENT IS
FULLY CCMMITTED TO THE CCNCEPT OF EMPLCYMENT ZQUITY WITHIN T=E
PUSLIC SERVICE. TREASURY BOARD IS EVALUATING THE EFFECTIVENISS

OF COVERNMENT'S EMPLOYMENT EQUITY INITIATIVES ON AN OCNGOING

BLSIS. THESE POSITIVE STEPS WILL ENSUYRE THAT FECPLE WITE

DISA3ILITIES BECOME BETTER REPRESENTED WITHIN THE PUBLIC SERVICE.
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FSTICNS 23%ED IN TEE HOUSE Cr ASSEMELZS, Johs 9, P S

EPLZRTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SERVICES

David Gilbert (Burgeo-Bay d'Espoir) - 1O ask
Honourable the

=

fu
by (D

Minister of Public Works and Services, tO

upon the Table of the House the following information:

}-2

-

[¥V]

When was the tender or tenders originally
for space, which resulted in the leasing cI =t&s
Eastern Canada Building?

What was the amount oI
= ?

=y x
ost per sguare ft.

Wwould +the Minister provide a detailed x
of each subsequent leasing arrangement, O E
+he difference in square footage, cost per SGUAT
fecot? )

what has been the total «cost tc date
renovations and/or setting up costs to the Zas=&rn
Canada Building paid for by the Provincial
Government since the original tencer was leased?

Sczce originally leased January 1, 1275, 3
~a—= ~-1124§

Taniers called.

Rertal =zte - Original Lezse - S6.13 Ter EBCERES
.

T

v =<w=z? T2z

- 7,000 sguere 2
- S6.10 per scuz
- 2 vsars effect f
1, 1973
LU ThorizgTicn — DA LEmiE=" 2

Scace originally leased for the Department c:
Mines and Energy in connection with Geverrment
restructuring.
aéditional Ieesse
Rental Area - 2,6C0 sguare feet
Fertal Rate - 5$6.10 per sguare foot
Term ~ 2 years effective June 1,
1973
Zutheorizaticn - TBA 10142



Agditicnal space
following additiona

Geologists (5)

Mining Engineers

i

(2)
(3)

Stenographers

Dept. of Mines
Renewal of Original
Rental Aresa -
Rental Rate =
Term -
Euthcrization =

Renewal cf Additional

Rental Area -
Rental Rate -
Ter -

Authorization

Sublease from Bank

and Energy
Lease
Same
$8.25 per sguare foot
5 vears effective
January 1, 1975
TBM 179-'75
Lezcse
Same
$8.25 per square foot
4 vears, 7 months

effective January 1,
TBA 30270

of Nova Scoetia (A)

Rental Area - 2,784 sguare feest

Rental Rate - S55.50 per sguare foot

Term — 14 months effective
February 1, 1877

2uthorizaticn - TBA 3178%

Sublezse frcom Underwriters 2g-ustrment Zo—szo =

I

~Jork ot

[}

~ 3

1,295 sguare feet
$8.06 pér sguzre foot
15% mcnths effective
Septembsr 15, 1978
TBA 33526



~he abcve sub-leased space Imdicated as A, o
and C above were acguirec¢ tC relieve overcrcwdinc,
e.g.

(a) insufficient space for Registry =3

(b) storage of rock samples in corridcrs

(c) insufficient space in General Ofiice

(d) to accommodate additional steff hired

a
under Federal/Provincial Mine
Develorment program. (A1l fo
of Mines and Energy)-.

Renewal Lease Inccrporatino all of Above Space
Rental Area - 14,121 sguare fest
Pental Rate - $9.00 per sguare IooCT
Term - 5 vyears effective
Jznuary 1, 1978
Authecrization - M.C. 139%35-'70
Sublease from Iron Ore Companv of Canada (D)
Rental Area - 550 sgrere Ieet
Rental Rate - $16.0C per sguare IcoT
Term - 3 years effective
October 1, 1982
Authorization - M.C. 1C24-'8%
*Subseguently extended to -anuary B, LS
2t the same rate
Sublezse from Central Trust .
=y, = Iz=z
= [EN souzws e a
- 3 zCTlTUE
T= , a3
2athorizaticon - M. §.&

*Subseguently extended IcC -
the same rate.
The =zbove space indicated as D &na I C=amas
subleased tc relieve cngoing cvercrowdéed condit
in the Department cf Mines and Energy.
Ldditional Sublezse from Ircn Ore Cempanvy
of Canada
Rental Ars - 1,734 scuare feexz
Rental Rate - $16.00 per sguare fcot
Term - 2 years, 9 months effective

May 1, 1984
tthorizaticn - M.C. 1024-'81

11l



>

*hdGitional Space reguirsd

staff hired under
Mineral

of Mines and Energy.

Renewal of Lease on

Development

the new
Agreement,

t

14,121 square feet of Space

Rental Area
Rental Rate
Term
Authorization

Renewal of Lease

14, 121 sguare feet
$16.00 per sguare foot
2 years effective
January 1, 1985

TBM 323-'8§5

Incorporating all of Above Spacs=

Rental Area
Rental Rate
Term

Authorization

Additional Space

Rental Area
Rental Rate

18,305 square feet
$13.00 per square foo:
3 years effective
January 1, 1987

TBM 900~-'86

926 square feet
$13.00 per sguare foot

Term - 2 years effective
January 1, 19288
Autherization - M.C. 132G-'g7
* Rrdditional Space reguirea +o expend Computer
Room for Department of Mizes and Energy.
Compensation Zppeals Trikenal
by Public Ternder
= 2,323 sguzre fest
= S14.85 per sguzrs foos
= 3 years effactive
sugust 21, 19&7
= T3A R2415%
Cost to date for rencvations and/cr in

- $801,626.00



) iy S NS
LMSWIES TC CUESTICNS ZSKED IN THE HQUSE OF A8EZTMELY, JTND &, -2t
DEDARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS =110 R, {8s =
186 - Mr. David Gilbert (Burgeo-Bay d'Espcir) - To ask the
Honourable Minister of Public Works an‘ Services tC lay upch

the Table of the House the fcllowing infcrmaticn:

QUESTIONS: 1. When was the tender or tenders originally callea
for space, which resulted in the 1leasing of
the medical arts building?

2. What was the amount of space acguired and 1ts
cost per square ft.?

3. Would the Minister provide a detailed 1listing
of each subseguent leasing arrangement, outlininc
the difference in square footage, ccst per sguare
foot?

4. What has been the total ccst  to date fcr
renovations and/or setting up costs to +t+he me dlca;
arts building paid for by the Provincial
Government since the original tender was leased

ANSWERS: 1. Space originally leased June o, 1878 - No tenders
called.

2. Rental Rate original lease - §$8.80 per sqguars
foot.

3. Original Lease
Rental Area - 2,180 scuare fzat
Rental Rate - $5.80 per sguars Zoot
Term - 5 zarg =ZIZiscTive

i i SWE
Authorization ~ 5-'7¢&
*Space leased in order to relocate drafTing
and cartographic functions of DspzrTment CC
Mines and Energy from Eastern Canads 2pildaing.

Additional Space

Rental Area - 4,694 square feet
Rental Rate - $9.50 per scuare foot
Term - 5 years effective
June 1, 1980
Authorization - M.C. 453-'80



“\

E gxtrz staff for

LlalTE

elocation of Energy Branch from the
astern Canada Building

K

Renewal of Original Lease

Rental Area - Same
Rental Rate - $11.00 per square foot
Term - 2 years effective

June 5, 1983 (expiry

date May 31, 1985)
Authorization = Departmental - renewal

option exercised

Renewal of Original Lease

Rental Area - Same
Rental Rate = $13.00 per square foot
Term = 1 year effective

June 1, 1285
Authorization - TBM 325-'85

* Extended on monthly basis to December 3,
1586 to coincide with expiry date of Eastern
Carada Building lease.

)=
S

snewal of Additional lLease

Rental Zres - Same
Rental Rate = S$13.00 per square foo:z
Term - 1 vear effective

June 1, 13%85
~.thcrizaticon = T2M 220-'g5
™ Extencdsd on menthly basis +to Deczmber 37
1586 +to ccincide with expiry date of ZEazstern
Canacda Building lease.
Rental Area - 6,874 square feet
Rental Rate - $13.00 per sguare foo=
Term - 3 vears effective

January 1, 1987
futhorization - - TEM 900-'86

Total cest teo date of rencvations and/or setting-up costs
$170,051.00.



——
e
vertatim Repecrt of the Proceedings cf the EHouss ©f Lzzan.o .
fune B8, 1988 (Hansard Vol. L. No. 51)
Question = Mr. David Gilbert, M.H.A.
The Minister of Public Works, in & response TO a wWIiztz!
question from me regarding renovations to leased premises, aivizzL
fhat $42,016 had been spent to renovate the Eastern Czarzd

ot g

Building for the Department of Mines. Now a check with offic
in his Department failed to show tender documents =

$42,016. Will the Minister tell this House why the wc
undertaken without going through the public tendering procss

mn
")

Answer

The renovations carried out by the Department
Works and Services at the Eastern Canada Ruilding
ear 1987/88 were undertaken partly by contract and
ombination of own forces and service COntractcers.

The original contract was valued at $1%,800.C0

Subsegquently a Change Order was issued for sil,7
2dditicnal Change Order was issued for S 3

Total Value of Contract $3z,03C.Z2Z0

The balance of the work was undertaken by De
of Public Works personnel and by Service Con
(Service Contracts are awarded as a result o
tenders).

H ot O

Fastern Canada - Medical Arts Building

v +the Department of Mines and Energy undaer
number of vyears. Varicus headguart
had b=en mcved to the newly comp

M5 A
inre mave
a1
Joib e i

contract of $19,800

and awarded for the installation oif & =
the contract was in place, the Department cf Bimss wisnsl IO
expand the computer area at a cost of $11,770.2¢.

The balance of the work carried out in the bul
a series of unrelated minor functional changes to
cccupants to operate more efficiently in the remail
This work was carried out by own forces, COntracters
contractors publicly tendered.
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maintenance. Mr. Efford, Premier Peckford. ..........

Trans—Labrador Highway:
What portion of the $19 million will be spent
on upgrading a 20-kilometer section of the road.
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Third Reading:
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