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The House met at 2:00 p.m. excessive marine algae growth on
the net enclosures reduced growth

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas): of the scallops and dincreased the
Order, please! labour required to keep the nets
clean.

Statements by Ministers Mr . Speaker, although initial
results were somewhat
discouraging, it was believed that

MR. RIDEQUT: the problems identified could be
Mr . Speaker. resolved through a concerted and
focused scientific research
MR. SPEAKER: program. Ouer the past thirteen
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries. vears, this government has
continually provided research
SOME HON, MEMBERS: funding to Memorial University's
Hear, hear! Marine Science Research Laboratory
in an effort to overcome the
MR. RIDEOUT: impediments 0 a commercial
Thank you. scallop industry. The research
conducted by the marine lab
Mr. Speaker, this government s focused on methods +to provide a
aware of the potential of the consistent supply of juveniles
aguaculture industry to the which 1is a fundamental requisite
Fishery of this Province. o achieuving economic viability.
Significant progress has been made
in the culture of various species Mr. Speaker, T amn pleased today to
but we realize that local growers inform hon. colleagues in the
musl compelte with other provinces House of Assembly that, following
and countries who have been many years of research, some of
producing these same species for these major technological
years and on a much larger scale, impediments now appear to have
We are, therefore, striving to bheen resolved.
diversify and increase our efforts
towards commercial aquacuitlture In 1987, after ten years of work,
production. Dr. Patrick Dabinett, a researcher
) at Memorial's Marine Science
Beginning in 1971 the Department Research Lab identified the
of Fisheries embarked on a long delicate balance between water
term study to determine the temperature, light and the type of
feasibility of scallop culture in feed required to get young
this Province. This involved scallops to begin feeding, grow
importing technology from Japan and settle. He has now been able
and adapting this technology to to repeat this experiment with
our local environment. At that reasonable reliability and low
time, two principal impediments to mortality rates.
the development of a commercially
viable scallop industry were Members  of the House will be
identified. pleased to noke that this early
success in the production of
First, the inconsistent supply of scallop spal is a significant
juvenile scallops or spat from the breakthrough in the aguaculture
natural environment, and secondly, scane and thai: researchers in
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several countries have been trying
to solve this problem for many
years, but without the success
achieved by Dr. Dabinett and his
colleaques.

I am, therefore, Mr. Speaker, very
pleased to advise that my
departmeni: is now providing
additional support of $100,000 to
Memorial University's Marine
Sciences Research Lab to aid Dr.
Dabinetlt +in the construction of a
pilot scale research facility to
be established at the laborafory.

This facility will carry on with
the necessary research to perfect
the science required to provide
consistent gquantities of juveniles
to scallop growers in our
Province. In addition, my
department will be providing
technical assistance and equipment

to shellfish farmers throughout
the Province to assist in
evaluating the grow-out results
from these laboratory reared

juveniles.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I want
to acknowledge a number of
determined individuals who have
worked closely with my department
to grow scallops without the
benefits of hatchery supplied
spat. These individuals have
invested considerable {time and
effort in defining the grow-out
requirements of farming scallops

and evaluating new growth
technology, thus addressing the
second major dimpediment towards

commercial feasibility.

Mr. Speaker, in 1light of these
developments, I am pleased to

announce that my department,
together with Memorial
University's development group,
Seabright Corporation, is now

embarking on a multi-year study
utilizing the results of recent
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scientific knowledge, techniques
and new grow-out technology. In
1988, assistance will be provided
to existing scallop farmers to
grow out significant quantities of
hatchery reared juvenile spat for
culture, using this system. The
growth, mortality, and
effeckiveness of these systems
will he evaluated to assess the
cconomic potenlkial of this form of
aquaculture,

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to commend the perseverence
of Memorial University, the
Research lLaboratory, and
particularly Dr. Patrick Dabinett
and his colleagues, in achieving
this significant breakthrough,
which has not happened anywhere
else in the world. I am confident
that all members of +this House
will support me in congratulating
the researchers on this
accomplishment and look forward to
the additional positive results of
the fdive vyear research activity
now bheing embarked upon.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T thank the minister for providing
me with a copy of his statement
prior to the llouse opening. The
efforts, I suppose, are
commendable, 1in that the minister
is obviously attempting to explore
new technology and new ways and
means of being bhetter able to

produce scallops. Rut I would
caution hdim not to be too
No. 61 R3439



optimistic, in that I am told that
in certain parts of Lthe Province
where scallops are heing
harvested, markels are unavailable.

MR. RIDEQUT:
(Inaudible) scallops, the Atlantic
scallops are not.

MR. W. CARTER:

I see, I know that in this case,
M Speaker, markets are not
available. And even where they
are available, the price dis such
that it 1is almost uneconomical to
pursue the harvest.

When we hear the minister talk
about the great initiatives being
taken by his department to
encourage aquaculture, it is
difficult to take the minister too
seriously, considering what has
been happening with respect to the
Bay d'Espoir Salmon Producers
Co-o0p. My colleague for Burgeo
Bay d'Fspoir (Mr. Gilbert) has
brought this Lo Lhe minister's
attention and to the attention of
the House on numerons occasions.
Granted T give the minister credit
in thak they did assist 1in the
hatchery in that area, but 1t
appears that once that phase of
the operation was over and done
with, their interest in the actual
production of salmon, the phase
that would be labour intensive,
was 1lost, the result being, of
course, that progress in that
particular field, in an area where
employment is at a premium,
unemployment 1is rampant has Dbeen
hindered; it appears that the
minister's department has not
being too forthcoming when it
comes to providing the necessary
financing to help wmake that co-op
a successful operation.

and T while T commend the wminister
for his initiative in this
respect, T condenn him and his
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colleagues for ignoring the pleas
of wmy colleague for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir to do something
meaningful  lto assist the Salmon
Producers Co-op 1in Bay d'Espoir.
Tt cdoes have dgreat potential. We
all know that aquaculture is
probably the thing of the future.
Just as we see Sprung being
alleged by the Premier as being

the new technology in the
producton of cucumbers,
aquaculture, no doubt, will be the
new technology in producing

products from the sea.

I would only hope, Mr. Speaker,

that the minister and his
colleagues would take the
aquaculture industry as seriously,
especially the Bay d'Espoir

aquaculture industry, as they have
taken the growing of cucumbers 1in
Mount: Pearl. They refuse
assistance to this very worthwhile
project in Ray d'Espoir, growing a
product that will be in abundance
and Ffor which there 1i1s a ready
market, yet they are prepared Lo
spend anywhere from $15 million to
$20 million producing cucumbers in
Mount Pearl for which there 1is no
market . And even where there are
markets, the price is so low that
they are selling them probably at
a dollar—-something helow the
actual cost.

Now these are facts, Mr. Speaker.
I would suggest that the minister
pay close attention to these
facts, and the next time the Bay
d'Espoir Salmon Producers -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. W. CARTER:

requesk funds, T would expect
the minister to accord them the
same treatment they aras according
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the Sprung people in Mount Pearl.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, we welcome the
statement by the minislter inasmuch
as it is a fairly exciting
development in the efforts of all
concerned in this Province to
develop new technologies and to
expand and develop research into
the development and production of
all species in the industry.

We would have some concerns,
though, when the minister says
that he will be committing
$100,000 to the Marine Sciences
Research lab. We certainly wish
the folks there all good wishes 1in
developing their work further, but
there is the question of the
commitment that the government 1is
making to further research the
development of this technology,
and not a whole lot being said
about what happens to the small

producers who are out thereoe
currently trying to develop the
industry on their own terms. The

minister says that there will be
some supporl given to them, but -in
the long run there 1is a real
question about bhe modea of
development that will come to make
an industry of this kind or
production.

We, as does the member who just
spoke, have some real concerns
about the model the government
seemed to take in the Bay d'Espoir
example, 1in which +the government
was only really interested in
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assisting a corporation in the
efforts of developing aquaculture
in this Province. In this case
there was a community interest, a
small producers group, who wanted
to get support from the government
in their efforts bto control their
own production and the pace of
development of the industry with a
lot of energy and enthusiasm, and
governmankt was able to do nothing
for them.

So we would say, Mr. Speaker, that
if govermnent. is nol able to give
a stated commitment to small
prodiicers and to co-~op forms of
development, 1t will really be
guite poinltless for gqovernment to
put public monies dinto research
and development which down the
road are only going to be designed
to assist Tlarge scale, private
industry and do nothing in the way
of community development for small
scale producers and communities
themselues., Tharnk you, Mpr .
Speaker.,

MR. POWER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The bon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development.

MR. POWER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Today T wonld 1ike Lo prouvide hon.
membhers with an update on the
spacial drought assistance program
announced earlier this year. This
$750,000 interest free loan
program was introduced in an
afforl: to assist farmers 1in the
Province who experienced crop
losses due to unusually dry
weather conditions in 1987.

Mr . Speaker, to date the Farm
Development Loan Board has
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approved thirty -five applicalions
totalling $631,433. This leaves a
balance of $118,5067. Most of 1the
requests for assistance have come
from the Cenkral and Western arocas
of the Province. All applications
recetved to date have heen
processead.

Mr . Speaker, agriculture in
Newf oundland 1s still in the
developmental stages with a great
deal of potential for further
development, This government 1is
committed to assisting tLhe
industry wherever possible as 1is
evidenced by this special $750,000
drought assistance program, along
with the $3 million allocation to
the Farm Development Loan Board in
this year's budget.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we have
in place a $4.8 million ldivestock
feed dnitiative program and our
recently signed $8 million
agriculture agreement.

In the months ahead we intend to
work closely with the Provincial
Faderalion of Agriculture dn  an
effort to ensure that our farmers
are given euery possible
opportunity to capitalize on the
developmnental potential which
exists in the agriculture sector.
Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North.

MR. LUSH:
Mr . Speaker, the minister has
actually addressed three

initiatives here today, the Tloan
program for drought assistance,
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Lhea $800 million agriculture
agreement, and the $4.8 million
livestock fead initiative
agreement which was entered into
some btime ago.,

Mr. Speaker, T am reminded of the
statement made by Dr. Johnson when
he was viewing the dog walking on
its hind legs. He said, 'It dis
not so much that 1t was done
awkwardly, but that it was done at
all.' Mr. Speaker, that 1s my
response to these three
initiatives taken by the minister
today.

First of all, with respect to the
loan program, we should remember
that it ds Jjust a 1loan program.
It is dnterest free, but it was
too late din coming. The farmers
went through a lot of frustration,
so much so that they would have
taken anything, because this Loan
Program was already on top of the
existing debhts and loans they
already had to encounter.

Mr. Speaker, 1it 1s not such a
great. effort, and, particularly,
it came wvery, very late. With
respect to tha $8 million

agriculture agreement, again this
is too little too late. If +the
minister says that he is committed
to developing Lhe agricultural
potential of this Province, he has
certainly not demonstrated that to
the farmers of this Province hy
signing this $8 million
agreement . Mr . Speaker, this
meager, paltry, measly amount of
$8 million will not go anywhere in
terms of meeting the potential and
the development assistance needs
of this Province.

Mr. Speaker, if the minister had
shown fthe same kind of commitment

to the agriculture industry of
this Province, to our awn
agriculture industry as this
No. &1 R3I442



government has done to Sprung, I
can assure you that the
agricultural needs of this
Province would be wmet in a far
better way than they are going to
be met as a result of these
initiatives taken here today.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

A wvery brief statement by bhe
minister today din which, in a
throw-away sentence ak the end, he
refers to the recently announced
$8 million agricultire agreement
signed yesterday. It is
unfortunate that ministers do not
take as much pride and a more
forthright approach in  bringing
news 1into the people's Assembly as
they do in bringing it +to the
press and to the media, so that we
could have some opportunity to
debate what is in these very
important agreements.

I would suggest to the Minister of
Agriculture that he 1is unable to
generate any kind of confidence in
the agriculture dindustry 1in this
Province, because 1t 1ds clear, in

the agreement that was signed
vesterday, that neither this
government nar the federal
government is’ really very
interested in expanding and

promoting the work that Hs being
carried out with great difficulty
by many of the small agriculture
producers in this Province.

The agricultural communily is
small, but there 1is tremendous
room for growth in the
agricultural sector in this
L3443 June 22, 1988 Vol XL

Province. There are a number of
areas where assistance 1is needed,
and new initiatives, creative
ideas that people have out there
are in desperate need of financial
support from government. There
was nothing din the way of the
announcement of that $8 million
vesterday that gave a commitment
by this government to take new and
creative measures in the
agricultural comnunity, and the
statement by the minister today is
sadly wanting in that regard, Mr,
Speaker,

Oral Questions

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Premier a
couple of days ago tabled what he
said was @ legal opinion
indicating that Newfoundland did
not have any constitutional rights
with respect to the railway or
transportation matters.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what was tabled
is a document entitled A Synopsis
of Legal Ramifications of Proposed

Agreement with the fFederal
Government Regarding Possible
Closure of the Newfoundland
Railway. It was said to have
been submitted to the Railway

Committee, and il was prepared by
John €. McCarthy and Ann Marie
Rose, presunably of bthe provincial
Department of Justice.

So T ask would the Minister of
Justice (Ms Verge) advise the
House of what Railway Committee is
referred to there? Is this the
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Railway Committee in Ottawa, or is
it a Commnittee of the Newfoundland
Cabinet that was the Railway
Committea? Who 1is the Railway
Committee that is referred to here?

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS_UFERGF:

Mr. Speaker, I would have to defer
to one of my colleagues for an
explanation about the composition
of that committee. But there 1is
no doubt about the fact that the
lawyers with the Department of
Justice have advised the
government, and the governnant
accepts their opinions, to the
effect that the Terms of Union
between Newfoundland and Canada do
not impose any ongoing obligation
on the Government of Canada to
operate the Newfoundland Railway.

MR. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WEILS:

Would the minister table those
opinions? This 4s sald to bhe a
synopsis of legal ramifications.
Would the minister table the

opinions? Would the minister
indicate which other minister
could indicate who this Railway

Commitktee 1is?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS UERGE:
Mr. Speaker, opinions have already
been tabled. I would think the

Minister of Transportation (Mr,
Doyle), if not the Minister of
Intergovernmental Aaffairs (Mp .
Dawe), who 1s not 1in his seat
right now, would probably be able
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to inform the House of the
composition of the Radilway
Committee.

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the membher for Mount Scio
Rell Tsland.

MR. DOYLE:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Would the hon. member defer to the

hon. the Minister of
Transportation?

MR. BARRY:

Yes.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, the Minister of
Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:

Just to clarify some of the points
referraed to the Minister of
Justice, this Railway Committee

baing referred to here was an
Interdepartmental Railway
Committee of officials within the
provincial Department of
Transportation, Ffrom the federal
government as well, and also from
Tntergovernmental Affairs. Legal
opinions were submitted. Legal
opinions were asked for by the
provincial government on whether
or not Newfoundland had any
protection under the Constitution
with respect to the ongoing
operation of the Newfoundland
Railway . Mr. McCarthy and Miss
Rose in the Department of Justice
put together legal opinions and
they were given to the Railway
Committee, and other opinions were
sought as well, Mr. Speaker, which
indicated that Term 31 of the
Terms of Union provided in 1949,
at the date of Union, that there
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would bhe & takeover of the
Newfoundland Railway, but that
there was no obligation upon the
federal government to operate the

railway in Newfoundland in
perpetuity.
So that committee was from

Intergovernmental Affairs, federal
representatives, as well, looking
after Lhe federal government's
interests, and also the provincial
Department of Transportation.

MR, WELLS:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the Leader of lLhe Oppositiion.

MR. WFILS:

Mr. Speaker, would the minister
then tell the Housae  why bhis
government would produce to the

Federal side authorities that
arqued against Newfoundland's

position -in February of 1988, even

before they negotiated this
railway agreement? Why would they
admit Lhey had no position

whatsoever?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Mr., Speaker, 1t was not a matter
of arquing against Newfoundland's
position. I mean, the reality was
therea, In Term 31 and in Term 32
of the Terms of Union 1t was
clearly stated that the Federal
government had absolutely no
obligation lto operate bthe railway
in Newfoundland. It was provided
for in Term 31 that at the date of

union with Canada that certain
seirylces, including the
Newl oundland Railway and the
staeamship seruicaes and the

lighthouses and the Newfoundland
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Hotel and the Newfoundland
Broadcasting Corporation, and what
have you, would be taken over by
the federal government at the date
of union. It was not stated din
the Terms of Union that they had
any obligation to operate that

forever. That provision states
that Ottawa does not have any
obligation to maintain those

services.

S0, Mr . Speaker, it ds a red
herring that the hon. gentleman 1is
bringing up here today, and he
knows he is badly losing on it.

MR. BARRY:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member For Mount Scio
- Bell Island.

MR. BARRY:

M. Speakaer, ik is interesting
that there is no reference to the
SE-lLaurent letter. I think we all
know that you can get different

opinions depending upon the
gquestion that you put. Maybe the
minister or the Minister of

Justice or the Premier, at some
point, can indicate just what is
the question that was put to the
lawyers of Justice in soliciting
that opinion. Was, for example,
the St-Laurent letter and the
effect of that letter referred to
the Department. of Justice for an
opinion?

I would like to ask the Minister
of Justice: In light of the fact

that her department has been
involued 1in the preparation of the
agreement to close the

NewFotndland Railway, would she
tell +this House whether, 1in her
opinion, Clause 8 of the
Memorandum of Understanding
providaes any real assurance -~ this
is the so-called reopener clause
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that this Province will see any
further financial assistance from
the Government of Canada?

MR. SPIAKER:
The hon. Fhe Minister of Justice.

MS VERGE:

My . Speaker, T. Can carbtainly
assure all hon. members that this
agrecnent 1is in the best dinterests
of the people of our Province, and
gives people in bthe Fubkure A i nel
of protection that was not built
into the dastardly Upper Churchill
contract that a previous
government entered finto back in
the 1960s. This agreement allows
for a review in seven or eight
years time to evaluate the state
of the transportation system of
our Province relative to the
Maritime provinces, and if
deficiencies are identified at
that time, then to remedy the
situation so that the standard of
transportation in Newfoundland and
|l abrador will be brought up to the
level then prevailing in the
Maritime provinces.

=

R. BARRY:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFT

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Mount: Scio = Bell
Taland.

MR. BARRY:

Ts the minister familiar with Term
29 of +the Terms of Union of
Newfoundlancd? Ts the minister
aware that in that Term 29 it was
specifically provided that the
commission that would be appointed
to reopen or review the Terms of
Union would recommend the form and
scale of additional financial

assistance? There is no such
reference to any such
recommendation for additional

financial assistance 1in Clause 8
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of the Memorandum of
Understanding. T wonder 1if the
minister could give us an opinion
as Lo  whether Clause 8 1is as
strong as Term 297 We know what
happened as a result of Term 29.

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. the Mimister of Justice.

MS UERGE:
Mr ., Speaker, again I reiterate
that this agreement prouvides quite

adequately for the future
Lransporbtation needs of our
Province. In the circumstances it
WA s the best deal that our

Province could get. It recognizes
the -+dinevitability of the failure
of the railway. This
administration made every effort
to persuade the Government of
canada and CN to rehabilitate the
railway. I think the member was a
member of this administration back
in 1979 and 1980 when we put every
effort into getting the kind of
capital upgrading to our railway

S0 Lhat ik could be marketed
successfully. We were successful
in persuading the federal
government and CN to make some
changes atl: that time. The
Containerization Program was

brought +in, and For a shork time
it appeared that that was having
sunccessful results, but
unfortunately it failed. Now, we
had to Face Facls and we proceeded
to negotiate with the federal
government a wvery generous package
assuring substantial dimprovements
to road transportation and water
transportation in every part of
Newfoundland and Labrador. The
agreement provides for a reopener
in a few vyears time so that at
that point a comparison can be
made between this Province and the
Maritimes and, if necessary then,
to arrange further funding from
the federal government.
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A point that keeps getting Tosk Hin
the debate Jjs that the package of
funding negotiated s incremental
to, 1is on top of ongoing regular
federal funding through transfer
payments and EPF and ERDA
agreements . So over the next:
fifteen years we are looking at
close to $2 billion worth of road
improvements in our Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. BARRY:

T ask the minister whether in
oblaining legal opinions From
members of her department she
asked them to direcl their opinion
to the question that they were

asked . I+ so, T wonld Jike to ask
the minister whether she would
direct hap response o the
question asked, which is, is

Clause 8§ of the Memorandum of
Understanding with respect to the
closure of Lhe Newfoundland
Railway as strong as, not as
strong as, or the same as Term 29
of the Terms of Union?

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
President of the Council.

MR. STMMS:

I want to bring to Your Honour's
attention T do not know if Your
Honour has overlooked it - that in
Beatichesne, Paragraph 3

MR. SIMMONS:
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She needs to be bailed out. Go
ahead.

MR. SIMMS:

T was not thinking of that. T was
thinking of bailing out the hon.
Lhe member for Mount Scio.

Paragraph 360, page 133, clearly
says, a question which asks or
seeks "a solution of a legal
question, such s the
interpretation of a statute", or
anything along those lines, 1is out
of order.

MR. BARRY:
Do not be so silly.

MR, STMMS :
Do not he so silly? Beauchesne is
the ane that ds silly. Tf wyou
want to tell the Speaker
Reauchesne is silly, that s fine,
you can say so. Rut the fact of
the matter -is 4t is a question
that is out of order. Either we
follow the rules, Mr., Speaker, or
we do not follow the rules.

DR. COLLINS:
They do not understand the rules.

MR. SIMMS:

It does not matter to me. But the
hon. member should be aware of
them, and so should the House and
so should the public.

MR. BARRY:

To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

To +ithe point of order, the hon.
the member for Mount Scio - Bell
Tsland.

MR. BARRY:
If I were 1looking for a legal
opinion there would be others I
would go to on this point. I am
asking he minister for her
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opinion, as I have said, as to
whether as a minister she believes
that Clause 8 of that Memorandum
is more 1in Newfoundland's favour
than [erm 29, less in
Newfoundland's Ffavour, or is it
the same?

MR. SIMMS.
He did not speak to the point of

order, Mr . Speaker, he meraly
repeated his question. He dgnored
totally the reference in
Beauchesne. That s a question
Fhat is out of order. Your

Honour, I am sure, has now had a
chance +to Jook &t ik and will be
prepared to rule on it.

MR. SPEAKFR:

To that point of order, it does
not appear to the Chair that it 1is
a legal opinion. As far as 1 can
understand, the hon. member is
asking for a comparison of one
particular thing against the other.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. RARRY:
Ts .+he minister going Lo answer
the question?

M5 _UERGE:
Tt is oult of order. The Speaker
saird it is out of order.

MR. BARRY:

The Speaker did not say it is out
of order. The minister, T &think,
is confused again.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member asked a question
and the hon. mwinister does not
have to reply.
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MR. BARRY:
She does not have to, but it 1s 1in
order.

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order.

MR. RARRY:

The minister has stated she does
ot want Lo respond because she
thinks  Your Honour has satd the
question is out of order.

T wonder if Your Honour would
clarify that Your Honour has ruled
that the question is 1in order.
The minister can +then answer or
not answer, as she sees fit. The
minister is now operating under an
error of fact.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker, to the point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:
There is simply no point of order.

Your Honour quite rightly pointed

out that the parliamentary
references $Ay ministers may

answer questions, may not answer
questions, and they do not have to
say why or why not. So the hon.
member s simply trying to play a
hill of politics with it.

Why does he not sit down and give
somebody who can ask a sensible
gquestion, & guestion which falls
within the rules and guidelines,
an opportunity to ask one.

MR. RARRY:
Thank you for your advice.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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There is no point of order.
The hon. the Minister of Juslice,

MS UERGE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, T quite agree with
the points made by the Government
House leader. Before he stood, T
was quite prepared to get up and
answer the question from the
member opposite. Obviously, it 1dis
seeking a legal opinion.

What T want to say 1in response s
the Opposition are missing the
boat entirely. The Opposition are
splitting legal hairs when what is
relevant to  the future of the
people of our Province is how best
can and should the-ir
transportation needs be met. That
has been provided for +in  this
agreement .

SOME HON, MEMBIERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. 1LUSH:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the member for Ronavista
North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development (Mr,
Power) .

Mr. Speaker, +the minister knows
that he came into this House today
to make a statement announcing

three initiatives to try and
deflect the discontent, the
dissatisfaction, and the utter
devastalion demonstrated by Fhe
agricultural industry of this

Prouvince +Hin  reackion Lo and Hin
respornse 1o the agreement Jjust
yesterday announced, M. Speaker.
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T refer to the Canada -
Nawfoundland Agri-Food Agreement.,

MR. SPFAKFR:
Order, please!

The hon. member is making a speech,

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, T refer to the ¢8
milliaon five-year Canada -
Newfoundland Agri-Food Development
Agreement. Now, ds the minister
aware that his own colleague, our
federal Cabinet Minister (Mr,
Crosbie), today acknowledged the
fact that he thought this was too
little?

Now, if the wminister bhelieves that
it 1s too little, will he not get
togethar 1wl bh his federal
counterpart and renegotiate a new
agreement. for 1he farmers of this
Province?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. +the Minister of Rural,
Agricultnral and Northern
Development .

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, I am quite aware of
the commnents made by our federal
counterpart. I am quite aware of
the approach of this government to
agriculture in the Province. As T
said 1in the statement, we had some
farmers this year in trouble
because of the drought problem.
We have made available to those
farmers $750,000 in interest free

loans. We have a $4.8 million
agreement with the federal

government for a 1livestock feed
initiative. We have an $8 wmilliaon
agreement to obviously assist
farmeaers Lo  improve their farms
they now have and to expand their
operations and to get persons into
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the farming business.

We are also working with our
Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs (Mr. Dawe) and the federal
Minister responsible for
Newfoundland, to make sure thatbt we
can Aaccess a ACoA funding as
well. We are hoping to he able to
get that there. If that then
happens, we will certainly have
plenty of money to access or to be
able to give to farmaers to do the
lkinds  of things they want to
improve farming in bhis Prouince.

MR, LUSH:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEFAKER:
A supplamentary, he hon . kha
member for Ronavista North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, 1is the minister not
aware that the agricultural
industry in this Province has been
working for this agreement for

four long, lean, frustrating
years? Four years, Mr. Speaker!

Will the minister not acknowledge
that +1if he were willing to have
committed more money to this
program the federal government
would have committed more money
accordingly and according to the
formula used?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural ancdl Northern
Development .

MR. POWFER:

Mr. Speaker, I am quite aware. It
has actually been Five years that
uie have heen negotiating this
agreement fFor agriculture. T am
also quite positive to be able to
say, on behalf of this government,
that if the federal government had
been willing to put more money
into a cost-shared arrangement,
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then this government would
certainly have come up with our
share of that funding. Our
funding has been available for
several years.

While there WA s not an
agricultural agreement in this
Province, this government, out of
the meager resources that we have,
did do  the kind of things that
were needed in the agricultural
industry., Wae did make sure that
farmers did have opportunities to
axpand and money, $3 million, made
available to them through our Farm
Davelopment lLoan Board. IF we had
heen able to negotiate a larger
agreement, then obuiously we, as a
provincial government, certainly
heud our share ot that money
available.

Mr . Speaker, T just want to
reiterate that with the three or
four dinitiatives that we have in
agriculture in this Province, and
if we are able to access ACOA
funding for farmers, as 1in other
areas of our resource development,
then we will have a very good farm
community five years from now in
Newfoundland.

MR. LUSH:
A final supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final  supplementary, Lhe hon.
the memher for BRonavista North.

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, would the minister
not. agree, would the minister not
acknowledge to the farmers of this

Province, that if he and his
government had shown the same
commi tment to the agricultural

industry of this Prouvince as they
did to the Sprung project, that
they would have gotten more for
the farmers of this Province in
this agreement?
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SOME HON. MFMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development .

MR. POWER:

M. Speaker, no, T am not willing
to acknowledge $0me of the
misquided concepts of the member
opposite. We in this Province are
trying to broaden the economic
base, which everyone says we are
supposed to do. We have found
over the years that when members
opposite criticize us for our
unemployment rate, our traditional
industries, the fisheries,
forestry, agriculbure and tourism,
were not able to employ all of the
people in this Province.

When we take a bold Hdinitiative,
something that relates to research
and development, & new induastry in
this Province, all we get is
criticism  from members opposite.
They do ot want us to try
Sprung. They do not wanl s to
try some of the things we are
doing alt bthe University, which s
now  showing that there will be
egconomnic and businass henefits
from some of the research and

development at the universiky.
When we Lry something different
Lhey c¢ribicize us. When we put

money 1into agriculture, like we
did yesterday, they criticize us.
When  we sign a transportation
agreement for $800 million, they
criticize us. God help the people
in Newfoundland, Mr. Speaker, if
those persons ever get over here!

SOME HON., MFMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr . Spealker,
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MR. SPEFAKFR:
The hon., the member for St.
Fast .

John's
MR. 1 ONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Speaker, I would like to put a
guestion to the Premier, +in the

absence of the Minister for
Intaorgovernmental AFfadirs. It s
a question concerning the

government's policy with respect
to land c¢laims, and in particular
the present process that has been
underway for some months since the
publication of Lhe government's
ocwn policy in December,

Would the Premier give an
indication Aas to whether the
Province is reviewing 1its stated
policy, dssued some months ago, 1in
light of difficulties that federal
officials have adnitted have been
brought to the fore because of the
Prouvince's negotiating position?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PRFMIER PFCKFORD:
No, Mr. Speaker.

MR. LONG:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A stipplementary, the hon. the
member for St. John's East.

MR, LONG:
I appreciate the frankness of the
Premier's response.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
T am always honest.

MR. LONG:

Are we to take that to mean that
the Province will continue to put
in the way of a tripartite
negotiating process immovable
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obstacles that will allow  the
federal government, which has a
primary responsibility in this
country for negotiating land claim
settlements, to move towards
resolution of an outstanding claim
that has been underway for the
Jast five years with the Labrador
Tnuib Association?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PRFMIFR PECKFORD:
No, Mr. Speaker.

MR. 1 ONG:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPFAKER:

A Ffinal supplementary, the hon.
the member for St. John's Fast.

T would ask the Premier if what
the Premier s saying today s
that the Province will maintain a
commitment to the principle in 1its
policy that denies Native groups

in this Province ACCRSS to
subh-surface resources or water
manageament rights in the

negotiating process?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PRFMIER PECKFORD:

Our policy has been enunciated and
the hon. member understands part
of it pretty well.

MR. EFFORD:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for Porl de
Grave

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the
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Minister of Social Services (Mr.
Tohin), I have & question and I
will refer my question Lo the
Minister of Justice. It is
concerning the Boys' Home and the
layoffs that took place in the
Boys' Home last year.

1 would ask the Minister of
Justice: Is she aware, because of
the layoffs of security at the
Boys' Home in Pleasantville, that
recently we have had a total of
five people escape from the BRoys'
Home, three of whom have not been
captured? There 1is a problem with
security at the Boys' Home, and
the small staff at the home 1is
very concarnac, bhecanse they
cannot even counsel them properly
during the dayttime.

MR. SPFAKFR:
Order, please!

The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS UERGE:

Mr. Speaker, the Boys' Home at
Whitbourne 1is the responsibility
of the Department of Social
Services. The whole area of youth
corrections falls within the
Department of Social Services of
our provincial government.

I will take the question as
notice, and discuss it with my
colleague, the Minister for Social
Services. T am sure he will get
back to the hon. member with a
rosponse, wikh the information.

MR. FFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFR:
n stipplamentary, the hon. the
member for Port de Grave.

MR. FFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, I ask is the Minister
of Justice aware that a judge in
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Provincial Court is quite
concerned about escapes from the
Roys' Home, hecanse of Tayoffs and
the Jlack of security there is a
major problem down There, and he
is not willing to sentence hoys to
the Home, since they are sent cdown
there for closed security, but
everything is all open and they
can come and go when they feel
Tike 3&7

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MS UFRGF:
My Speaker, T will refer the
Hansard transcript of the wmember's

remarks to iy colleague. T am
sure, as he responds
conscientiously to everything, he
will take into account the

member's comments and expressions
of concern about the operation of
the Boys' Home at Whithourne.

MR. FIFFORD:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPFEAKER:
A Final  supplementary, the hon,
the member For Port de Grave,

MR. FEFFORD:
Tt ia not:  the Boys' Home  at
Whitboarne, 4t ds the Boys' llome

at Pleasanlville.

T ask s the Minisker of Justice
aware of the Jack of security at
the Torbay Center, which +is shared
by boys and girls, and 1is she
aware that there is an
investigation ongoing bhecause one
of the girls, after being released
from the Boys' Home, was found to
he pregnant? So Fhere 1s an
investigation ongoing to see if
she became pregnant while serving
her sentence at the Home.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.
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M5 YERGE:

Mr. Speaker, the member knows full
well T Ltold him so in answer to
the first question - that Lhe
whole arca of  youth corrections
falls within the responsibility of
tthe Department of Social Services.

T ojust want to add, Ehough, that T
think it ds very irresponsible for
the Opposition crilic for Social
Services to refer to dndividual
people wi kh problems in hiis
questions in the House of
Assembly. If he genuinely has
concerns about particular people,
the responsible thing to do is to
take them up with the Social
Workers who are part of the staff
of the Department of Social
Services, or indeed the minister,
not to air them for the whole
public in the House of Assembly.
This d1s the place for questions
about policy and funding, not
about particular problems of the
people,

MR. GULI AGE:
M. Speaker,

MR. SPFEAKER:

The hon. the member for Waterford
Kenmount: .

MR. GULILAGE:
Mr. Speaker, my question i1s to the
Minister of Transportabion.

The minister knows that there has
been a problen down through the
years with uninsured drivers heing

involued in accidents, their
victims only recourse to
compensation being Judgement

recovery.

Will the minister take a position
now wikth the automobile Hdinsurers
to make it mandatory for insurance
companies to advise his department
when a person cancels his car
insurance or s moving insurance
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from one insurer to another,
thereby ensuring that insurance is
mandatory for public Tliability and
cannot he cancelled, only
transferred from one insurance
company to the other?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLF:

Mr Speaker, I will take that
question as notice and get back to
the hon . meinber wi kh s ome
information on it. T do not have
all Fhe dnformation immediately
available to me, but T would point
out to him that the bill Lhat we
currently have before the House
for Fhe operation ofF motaor
vehicles takes dnto account some
concerns on judgemenl recovery and
sets it out in legislation right
here. Fhe specifFic parts of the
hb4i11 T can point out to the hon.
member this afkernoon, but  the
rest of his question I will have
to take as notice and geb that
additional information for him,

MR. GUILLAGE:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Waterford - Kenmount.

MR. GUILILAGE:
Will the minister also initiate a

high schedule of fines for
operating a vehicle without the

min-imum prescribed amount of
public liability, thereby insuring
that a person cannot cancel or
transfer coverage without the
i ndmoam amounl?

MR. MORGAN:
Would that help your
business?

insurance

MR. SPEAKFR:
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The hon . theo Minister of

Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, as far as T amn aware
right now the present schedule of
fFines that we have Taid out in
legislation is adequate. The hon.
gentleman, in his opinion, says
the schedule of fines are not
adequate to address the problem.
Well, as far as I am aware right
now, the schedule of fines that 1is
laid out 1in legislation 1is quite
adequate to address the problens
that he brings up.

However, Mr. Speaker, again I will
take +that as notice and prouide
the information when I can.

MR. GULI AGF:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
Ihe membear for Waterford -
Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Tncidentally, Mr. Speaker, there
were some comments over there from
the backbenchers about my
involvement. I had absolutely no
connection at all with wvehicle
insurance. Absolutely none!

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE:

Will the minister have Motor
Uehicle Registration dinsist that
drivers applying for wvehicle or
driver licensas

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Would the hon. member please pose
his question?

MR. GULLAGE:
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That is what I am doing.

Will the minister have Motor
Vehicle Registration dnsist that
drivers applying each vyear for
either driver or vehicle licenses
be required to show an actual
policy document showing that they
have public liahility for both

Ticenses and not just wmention the
insurance company's name and
policy numkber on the driver

application or vehicle application
formn?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would refer
the hon. member to the legislation
that we presently have before the
House for the operation of wmotor
vehicles. He will fdind din that
legislation there +is an obligaltion
upon the individual who is
applying for a license Lo have
proof of dnsurance as stated. I
think there s something about
that in the bill, as it relates to
applying for a driver's license
and for judgement recovery as well.

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

The Lime for Oral Qunestions has
elapsed.

MR. WARREN:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Northern Development.

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, roughly twenty-five
minutes ago the hon. the menber
for Port de Grave (Mr. Efford)
asked me if T could find out
something pertaining to the Boys'
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Home . I told the hon. gentleman I
would do my best to Tind out the
answer Lo questions he asked me
concerning the problens at the
Home in Pleasantville.
Subsequently T «did, Mr. Speaker,
find out -

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordaer, please!

That is not a point of order.

SOMF HON, MFEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker, my point of order is,
Mr. Speaker, that he has -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

That is not a point of order,

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I will change it to a
point of privilege.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, 1t dis not a point of
order.

MR. WARREN:

T will change il lo a point  of
privilege, Mr. Speaker.

AN 11ON. MEMBFER:

Hear it first.

SOME_HON. MEMRERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
never gave anybody a chance to
find out the kind of thing that he
wanted to find out. Secondly, the
biggest, most dimportant thing that

thatl hon. gentleman did Was
practically destroy the

credibility of an  -individual in
the Province. That is the danger

No. 61 R34585



in what this gentleman did today,
Mr. Speaker, and it dis a poinbt of
priivilege.

MR, SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

T cannot see how the hon. member's
privileges are affected by that.
There is no prima facie case.

SOME HON. MEMABERS:
Hear, hear!

Private Member's Day

MR. SPFAKER:
Today +is Private Member's Day, I
will call on the hon. member for
Stephenuille.

The horn ., the menky e For

Stephenville.

SOMF. [HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYILWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Tt is a pleasure Lo rise today to
discuss the Private Member's

Motion T have put forward on the
Order Paper. The resolution, Mr.
Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. K. AYIWARD:

The resolubion concerns
unemployment din the Province. It
concerns employment  programs in
the Province, Tt concerns T
hink, Mr. Speaker, evaerybody ‘in
the Prouvince, and there is a great
number of people
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SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKFR:
Oorder, please!

MR. MORGAN:
That 1s not stupid.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Anyway, Mr . Speaker, the
resolubtion, which T helieve is
very important and which a lot of
people out there +in the Province
would 1like to hear some discussion
on, concerns employment policies
and the unemployment problem we
have 1in this Province, which we
all know is a grave problem. It
is a problem which has baen around
for quite a lengthy period of
time, buol moreso and dncreasingly
so in the last number of years,
since Fhis acdiministration has
taken office.

Th pukting forward the resolution,
Mr. Speaker, it gives this House a
chance +o Focns on  that problem,
the unemployment problem din this
Province, and it gives us a chance
to debate and put forward ideas
and to also Jook at the record,
Mr . Speaker, to make this
govermnent accountable for what
has been done 1in this Province.
That needs to be done so 1if they
are going in the wrong direction,
they will know where ko go in the
future.

Mr. Speaker, 1t 1s alarming to
look at the state of this Province
when it comes to 1its people and
what is happening all over. In
the last Fhree years, Mr. Speaker,
the population of this Province
has declined steadily. That s a
significant fact which nobody can
disputbe. T+ 4s something that fs
astonishing when we hear the
provincial gowvernment acdvaertising
the great number of jobs they have
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created. They advertise this in
the newspapers, Mr. Speaker. I do
not mind them announcing projects
and T do not mind them announcing
the different initiatives for they
are welcome most of the time, Mpr.
Speaker, if they are good. They
are welcome .

Bt when Yout Ggo ot anl Yoll
advertise and you say every thing
is hunky -dory  and  Fhere  is pot
really a problem out there, and
the unemployment  rale  oul  there
Lhat,  ds put  forward by  Stats
Canacla 7% really ro b Fhe
unemployment rate, as the hon.,
Minisier of Finance (Mr. Windsor)
said just a few weeks ago, when he
satcd At s really not that high,
really it is only half of what 1is
stated i the Staks Canada
figures, when you hear this kind
of  stuff vyou kind of  say Fo
S

yourself, is the message in
governmenk  out  there? Do  they

really realize what the problems
are out there? Or s it just, Mr,
Speaker, 'We will put the best
face on it for now. We are not to
sure what we are going to do about
it but we will pub the best face
on it for now.'

Tf thal dis the case, then it is
unfFortunate, becausse we have some
serious problems which have to be
dealt: with, and  they are in @&
variety of sectors, where 1lhese
problemns are, in ftrying Lo improue
the resource sectors we have 1o
develop our  economy. Tnitiatives
have to be taken, Mr. Speaker.

My reason for putting this
resolution  forward is to get a
discussion going in this House on
the dssue. I will he putting
forward at the end of the debate,
next week I hope, some of the
initiatives we would like to see
started,
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But one of the first things that
you must do is to get a picture of
what it is out there. What is the
situaiion in this Province when it
comes to people being emploved and
unemployed, Mr. Speaker? What s
the real situation?

That 1ds something they have tried
to  cover it up, Mr. Speaker. T
think people realize a few press
releases  Ffrom the hon. Premier's
of fice saying he ds pleased the
unemployment. rate this month wenk
up or down, wmaybe a thousand, or
down  a  half « decimal point or
something, I do not think that
people really accept that things
are getting, or should be going
where thoey should be, and that we
are on an improving trend, a trend
that will see our people not have
to leave this Province, 1like they
do and ldike they are doing now,
Mr. Speaker, more than they euer
did. So  there are some major
problems there which have be
addressed .

T will read the resolution -into
the record, Mr. Speaker:

WHEREAS the unemployment problem
in  the Province of Newfoundland
and labrador has bhecome
prograssively worse; and

WHERIAS the population of rural
Newfoundland and |abrador has heen
declining, and also economic

activity has declined, and

WHERFAS Newfoundland and Labrador
has by Ffar the worse record for
private sector job creation among
the ten Prouvinces, and

WHERENS bha labour relakions
climate in Newfoundland has become
progressively worse, thus keeping
investors from setting up new
enterprises, and
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WHFERFAS during this
Administration's years since 1979
Fhe number of recipients of
unemployment dnsurance has grown
by more than half;

THEREFORE BE T RESOLVED that
this House condemn the present
administration's employment record
and request that new idnitiatives
be started immediately to re-start
economic activity all over the
Province."

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

I think, Mr. Speaker, that fairly
well sums up the way I feel about
it, and T think the way a lot of
people feel about it in  this
Province.

They can cowme ont  and  put out
these 1ittle press releases from
Fhe Office of the Premier, hut T
do  not think it ds convincing
people. The real Facts shaow,
since 1979, what it happening. Tt
is asktonishing!

You go to show people exactly what
the trend has heen and this is
from the budgel hooks put out by
this government and they Jlook at
it and say, "You know, I never
thought

MR. HODDER:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Port au Port.

MR. HODDER:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would just
like to have some guidance {rom
you, Your Honour. The resolution

$AYS "Whoereas the unemployment
problem in the Province of
Newfoundland has hecome
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progressively worse'.

Mr.  Speaker, normally statements
made on a Private Member's motion,
and T owonnld ask yon, Your Honour,
for a ruling on this, bhut normally
stataments made are correck.

My . Speaker, Statistics Canada
since last year has shown that the
unemployment rakte in Newfoundland
has dropped 1.4 percent from 1986
to 1987. Now, Mr. Speaker, that
is a true statistic, and it was
the largest absolute decline in
the unemployment rate by any
Province. Mr. Speaker, I am just
wondering if Your Honour could
rule on that because the wmember is
starting his speech on a false
premise.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, there is
no point of order.

T accept the hon . member's
resolulion.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

says, '"WHEREAS the
unemploymaent problen in the
Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador has become progressively
worse. '

The phrase

Let me tell you what that means.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
The unemployment rate has dropped
(inaudible).

MR. K. AYLWARD:

The unemployment might have
dropped one or two percentage
points, but the problem of getting
a job in this Province has become
progressively worse!

SOMEF HON. MEMRERS:
Hlear, hear!
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MR. K. AYLWARD:

Not, only that, the population has
been declining, hon Premier, so
this +thing here 1is very true as
far as T am concerned and as far
as a Jlot of other people are
concerned. The rate goes down for
one year out of nine while you
have been Premier and you are ouver
there bragging about 1it. Well, T
have to tell you that is nol the
way 1t dis out 1here.

Tt dis a problem o get a job oukb
there, a very big problem to get a
Jjob out there and that s why the
resolution s on there and that is
why  the words are put  that  way.
You dnterpret Uthem vyour way and I
will dnterpret  them anine  bat, T
think, they are going to believe
us more  than  they are gqoing Lo
helieve vyou, by the way.

T think it s Lime Ehat Fhe
message got out there din this
Province that something has bto be
done about it These minuscule
little releases from Lhe hon .
Premier's office and his deputy
gouvernor up there saying that
everything is okay and the
unemployment 14 getting a lot
easier and things are getting
better, they can all come home
now, Lhings are getting better,
Lhere is no problewm, they can come
home whenever they want.

T can tell you thal it is noi that
way  out therea. Lt is  time  the
nessage was  brought home, and a
dabate is held in Cthis Honse on
that matter. You can dispute
those facts but -if you wanl {o
dispute the facts, then I would
ask the hon. Premier bto go back lo
1979, 1in his hudget books -

MR. FURFEY:
Give him his own quarterly report.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
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Tt 14 in the Department of
Labour's quarterly report.

MR. SIMMONS:
1988 .

MR. K. AYLWARD:

A government report for 1988.
"The Unemployment rake for the
Province din March was 21.9 per
cent which 4% an ‘increase of 2.3
points over the January figure of
19.6. "

SOMF HON. MEMRFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

"The number of unemployed males in
the Prouvince dncreased from 22,000
in January to 28,000 in March,
causing bthe male unemployment rate
to increase by 3.5 percentage
points, from 17.9 -+1in January to
21.4 in March."

Now, this 1is their own report, Mr.
Speaker, the Department of Labour,
lovernment of Newf oundland and
Labrador, and I would hazard to
guess we are nokt going to see
another one in the next few years -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

- as a matter of fact, because it
speaks the trnth, with Fhe
government's money, not the PC's
money, the governmant's money, the
taxpayers of Newfoundland and
I abrador! Tt fis unfortiunate.

You can question what the wording
says but the problem s slill
there, so you can deal with that,
As he once said, it was a
deceplion at that tiwe because T
had to do that when it comes +to
the railway. Wall, this 1s not a
deception anymore, M. Speaker,
and the message is getting home.
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You can bthrow around the fligures,
but when your own government
report tells you what it is, ihen
T do not think you have an
argument You can get up and tell
us that for the Jast year or so
that it night have went down by
two points, or it might have went
down by one, and that type of
thing, but I would ask that when
he gets up to speak, and T hope he
speaks on the resolution, I hope
he goes back to 1979 and Jooks at
the record of employment for this
Province in the last seven or
eight vyears. That will be a
shocking statistic Lo show people
in this Province, because the
trend goes up, and up, and up.

We never heard of 20 per cenkt
unemployment until the hon.
Premier and his adiministration
came into office.

SOMFE HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

S0 when 1t goes down to 19 per
cent, Lhaey  are as  happy as a
Tark! Tt 4s not a problem at
all!l We never heard of that until
1979 and it kepl moving up.

The youth urnemployment rate in
this Prouvince -+is atrocious! Whan
that goes down by a percentage
point they do the same Ething, Mr.
Speakear. The unemployment rate
For March month dropped from 35
per cent to 33.5 per cent. We are
very happy 1t 1is going down. The
next month it goes up by 3 per
cent and you do not see any press
release. We do not see a press
release saying, 'We are concerned
that the rate went up.'

Well, that +is pure deception, Mr,
Speaker, bub it ds not deceplion
1o the youny people in the
Prouvince who have Lo leave and who
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have to Jleauve now more than they
ever did in the history of the
Provincae, Thal: is something bthat
is a legacy of this government.

They can get up and they can talk
abount the stats all they want and
say, 'We are doing really well in
the last year and a half,' and two
years ago 1in the budget they were
going cap--in-hand to Ot tawa
looking for money to get bailed
out because we did not know 1t we
were going to go bankrupt within
the next couple of years. So we
are really coming a long way, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. FUREY:

Tell us about the youth trends.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

The vyouth trends are a shocking
fact, Mr. Speaker, and these are
Stats Canada Fiqures. I Lell you,
we can have the leverage of saying

it is off by two or three,. In
1987, Newfoundland, 29.4 per cent;
Noua Secotia, aur nexi: door
neighhor, 19.8 per cent; New

Rrunswick, 20 per cenit; Quebec,
14.9 per cent; and right on down
the line, Lo goes to 12 per cent,

15  per cent. There is nobody
within ten points of us in Canada
when it comes to the youth

unemployment rake, not a province,
not even the ones next to us in
Atlantic Canada! n 1979 the
unemployment rate for youth was 25
per cent.

MR. FUREY:
It went up 4 per cent.

MR. K, AYLWARD:

It went up A per cent, but it has
reached levels in the last couple
of years of 35 and 40 per cent.
Not only that, Mr. Speaker, we
have had a population decline in
rural Newfoundland by over 5,000
in the last Four or five years.
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Recent staks show the populatbtion
has declined in rural
Newfoundland. So, uwhere are the
people going, and where ds the
economic prosperity of the great
policy initiatives of this
governmgnt?

We are not the governnant. They
bring forward an initiative and we
Lry to deal wikh 1t as best we can
and make sure that the concerns of

Lhe people o Lhere are
addressed, We are Her Majesly's
lLoyal  Opposition. That  is  our
role., That 1s our job, We have

to do that .

U will pat them on the back when
they hring in good programs. M,

Spaeaker, there i @ youlih
entraprenaur program that W# S
brought in by this goyarmuerni

which, hy the way, we  helped
hecause we had some debabte on in
the last three years. It was
something that was debated in khis
House and it was finally brought
in lask year. T was one menber,
as  many here, Mr. Speaker, who
we lcomaed that type of approach,
who welcomed that program, But
the only problem is there is not
enough of that program, there is
not  enough money in that program,
and it ds far less than needed to
deal with that problem out there
right now.

S0, bthere was a palt on Lhe back
for Lhat, and they got the pat on
Lhe back, but there is  also a
major problem out there that

requires major action, I s tcime
this government {ook major action
on  these cCipitiatives, instead of

practicing a deceplion. You
cannol deceive the people anymore,
Mr. Speaker. They can believe for
B0 INANYy  years, You know, 'We will
give Lhem a chance and we will
give Lthem a chance and we will
give them a chance,' but how many
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chances do you get?

If I was the hon. Premier or his
government, or if I was in
govermnent, afber four of five
years I would want to look at my
record when T was ready to leave
and I would want people to say,
"When that Fellow, or whoever it
was, was in government, the
unemployment rate in bthe Province,
the amount of people getting
amployed and bthe population of the
Province, was doing well. People
Wer e gelting amployad and b he
economy was doing okay and we made
Fhat contributian, We left wikth a
good Jegacy.'

Mr. Speaker, when you Jlook at the
Figures since 1979 with this

administration, we are seeing
Figures we thought we would never
see. I +think that has to bhe

brought: home.

While we welcome the unemployment
rate drop in the last year or two
years, bhey say it dropped by one
and then by another one, and then
it has been fluctuating back up
again and down, while we welcome
that, Mr. Speaker, we are at such
a high level you have to wonder if
this is  exactly what they are
shooting for, 3if that 1s exactly
the way they want 1k,

You have to wonder if the drive is
still there, Mr. Speaker, to deal
with the these problems out
Lhera, And they are major. TE is
time that this government bhecame
serions abont it and attempted to
deal with the problems out there.

MR. TUREY:
Have not could be no more

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Yes, have not could be no more.
There comes a time when people
have to say and I think a lot of
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people out there are now
Lhinking. They are Lhinking very
hard and they are saying, you

know, what have A€ really
accomplished? We have some
agreemenls  hoere and there. We

have a fFew things.

Rut we have seen the cconomy just
hecome unravelled din this Province
to the point, Tike I said, Mr.
Speaker, where just two years ago
we  were cap -in hand Lo Ot lawi
saying, 'Rail us out, give us a

break, we deserve special
consideration.’' And we do deserve
this special consideration. That

is fine. But, from what you read
and what vyou see, it is 1like
everything 1is hunky-dory and we
are off and running and things are
wonderful.

Well, +things are not wonderful,

Mr . Speaker, and the recent
agreement signed on the railway, I
have to tell you, is not going o
be the way to fulure economic
prosperity. T just want to touch

on that for one minute. I want to
raad something here and T will
read two  things and Lhey hoth
sound Lhe same.

priority of  the
agreement of Government of
Newfoundland and  Labrader is A
re-surfacing and a reconstruction
of  our highways. Fhe Prouvince
submitted a comprehensive proposal
For joint funding of sevaeral
highway projects Lo the federal
gouvernnent in February 1981 .
While we had hoped to sign a
highway's agreement as part of the

Trpansportaision

FRDA Agreement, we were not
successful. This proposal covers
three systems, the Trans-Canada
Highway, the Trans -lL.abrador

Highway, and the network of

secondary highways.'

Mr., Speaker, this document 1is a
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discussion paper on major
bhilateral jfssues betuween Canada
and Newfoundland put forward by
Lhe hon. he Proamier of the
Province, Mr. Brian Peckford, in
Sepltamber, 1984,

Four years ago a bhilateral idssue
in this Prouvince was to get bthree
agreements to deal with the
highuways of  the Province. That
was in 1984, This was an

initiative that this governmnent
was carrying out. Now, this is an
agreement.  for our highuways they
uere searching for from the
Mulroney Government 1in September
of 1984.

I want to read to you the document
that was signed in the last couple
of days. 'The fifteen year package
includes $405 million for
improvements to the Trans-Canada
Highway, another $235 million for
regional trunk roads, $75 million
For Jabour adjustment; $15 million
for community adjustment; $8.1
million the ports; and $62.5
million to enrich the existing
FRDA agreement. '

G0 the Lhraoe things they are
looking for in 1984 without giving
up  the railway, the three things
they were looking for are right
hare in bhis document in 1984 and
are the same three things they

have announced. Thay are S0
happy! This 1s our deal! The

railway is going to be shut down
within three months and we have
finally gotten what we were
looking for four years ago.

We were not then saying then you
can have our railway. We were not
saying that then. We were not
giving up our conskitutional right
to have the transportation in this
Province maintained.

This is for public consumption, "A
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Niscussion Paper on Major
Bilateral Tssues, Canada ancd
Newfoundland." Anybody who wants
o have a copy can have a copy of
it T would ask them to read it
because when you read 1it, the two
things are so similar, 1t shocks
youl,

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
Order, please!

The hon. mewmber's tine is up.

SOME HON., MIMBERS:
By leave! By leava!

MR, K. AYLWARD:
Mr . Speaker, T had so much more to

SAY . Anywiay , in conclusion, T
will have aone conslructive
suggesis next waeek Lo make Lo this
governmert on some inditiatives

which shonld bhe btaken o deal wilh
the unemployment problem din this
Prouvincae.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
DQUHIOpment and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I am pleased to have the privilege
Eo respond and discuss this very
important resolution put forward
by Lhe hon . the member for
Stephenville. T would like to say
at the oulset that he has been
factually incorrect on a number of

sbalemaents he Fas mnache this
allernoon, and T think he has sort
ol acknowledged  bthat . "Tn  one

way, ' he says, 'the unemployment
rate  has  gone up,' and then  he
says at the end, 'Well, you should

nol: be excilaed about it going down
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somewhat . It cannot be both

ways, it ds  eibther up or it Is
down .

In beginning this dehate this
afterncon For this side, I am very
pleased to say that the proper
trend has been established in the
Province over the last couple of
years, particularly within the
last twelve months or so, and that
we do see a downward trend which
is very, very dimportant,

The hon. gentleman starts off his
resolulion by saying, "WHERFAS the

unemployment problem in
MewFound Land ad Labrador has

bhecome progressively worse." That
i Factually incorrect,
Fmploymenl in the Province has
incroased by 2.8 per cenl, again
some 10,000 jobs on & monthly
average bastis. T 1987, as was
alluded to by the member for Port
art Porl when he rose on a poink of

order, the unemployment rate
droppad by 1.4  per cent, khe
largest absolute drop by any

province in the country,

Now, in starting out, Mr. Speaker,
let me say that no one ds saying,
particularly this minister has not
said and will nok say, that the
unemployment rate in this Province
is not one for concern, because it
certainly 1is and we are very
cognizant of that, But we do see
some very positive trends, and we
are going to conkinue wikh our
initiatives which we feel very
strongly have been a Factor in the
trend that we have seen over the
last twelue or eighteen months.

fhe other  thing, of course, i
that in the labour force data for
May of 1988, which s the Jlastk
statistics we bhave available 1lo
Hs,  our unemploymenl: rate s down
by 2.9 per cent from May of 1987.
S0 in  kwelve  months, when you
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compare May of 1988 to May of
1987, the decline dis 2.9 per cent
which, [ think in anyone's
opinion, whether in Newfoundland
and labrador or anywhere else in
this country, is certainly
significant.,

The olher thing T would like to
say to the hon. the member for
Stephenuille s i thao
unemployment rate goes up by 1 or
2 per coent that certainly malkters,
and 9f 4t dyrops hy 1 or 2 per

cent, that mallers as well. The
dnemployment rate is a matter of
great concern when it qoes
upwards . Rut it dis not Lo be

ovarlooked when il declines. [
would think all hon. members in
this House are desirous of having
the unemployment rate in this
Province decline, and I would like
to say to him that it really
matters as well when ik drops.

The second clause of his
resolution SAays | "WHEREFAS the
population of rural Newf ourcdland
and lLabrador has been declining,
and  also econowic ackivity has
declined." The biggest reason, of
course, for the population treand
in  the Province has been Lhe
change i birth rate i Fhe
Province . T will certainly admitl
{hat there have been monbers of
people leaving the Province for
various reasons, and, of coursao,
there have heen people coming into
the Province as well. Bul  as
long as T can remember that has
heen the case, and people Tiving
on the uvery sireet where I was
horn and raised left to go 1o
Toronto or elsewhere for whatever
reasons, one of them being Lo find
employment. That was back when I
was born, or at least when 1 was
old enough to remember, somewhere
around the 1950s. That has been a
trend 1in this Province which no
acdiministration, eikther Fformer or
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present, has beean particularly
proud of and boasts about. It is
something we prefer not to have
happen, but, again, we have to
Face the realities and rhe facts
of 1life, that it does happen.

The higgest change, or the biggest
factor i population in this
Prouvuince +is because of the change
in onr  birth rate  through birth
control and other things.

As well, he goes on to say that
aconomic activity has declined.
There are some very important
cconomic indicators which T think
the hon. gentleman 1is probably
aware of, euven Tthough he may not

admit it. In 1986, the real
domestic product increased by some
2.6 per cent and employment

increased by 2.8 per cent. As 1
indcated earlier, in 1987 the
unemployiment rate dropped hy 1.4
per cent, the largest drop by any
Province in the country, personal
income was up by 7.4 per cent,
retail trade was up by 11.3 per
cent, which, of course, was a very
big fFactor +in the reduction in the

deficit the hon. Minister of
Finance WA s ahle o announce
earlier this year. That is

certainly a significant cindicator
that our economy was ©On an upswing
for 1987, and the praeliminary
outlook for 1988, for this fiscal
year, Lhe first quarter, i even
more encouraging than last year.
S0 the +rend is continuing, and T
am sure the Minister of Finance
Wwill bhe saying wore about that
hefore too much longer. Looking
at other @conomic indicators,
mineral exploration doubled from
$11.8 willion in 1986 to $26 .3
million 1last year, creating some
10,000 jobs.

The hon. member Ffor Stephenville

mentioned the railway deal, which,
of course, has been uppermost in
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eveyone's mind Lhese Tast Lhree or
four days particularly. What you
have to  remember js LFhat  $800
million for a deal on the railway,

to go into improvemants and
upgrading of the road

transportabion system in this
Province, is certainly a very
positive «economic cindicakor, and
moreso when you look at the
emnployees of  Terralransport who
are being displaced. Is 1is too
bad that it is happening, but T
think what 1s positive, if there
is any positive side Lo the
employee disruption end of 1it, 1is
that the income of these employees
will be pretty well protected so
that  the comnunilies where thoy
reside will have 1his dincome of
the ewployees, which will be very
posilive for the tax base of the
comnuni ties and Ihe aconmomy of {he
comuunities, ITn addition to that,
there will be sowe 800 jobs por
yeur created din lhe Province as a

ragsult o the acdditional road
dnprovements throughout the

Prouvince., S50 T  think those are
the things you have Lo combine:
The income of the employees s
being protected, and, as well,
there will be an additional 800
johs  created. While emotionally
most of us, T think, FfFeel sowmewhat
for the loss of the railway,
because of its history and the
emotion attached to 4it, it dis a
very positive economic indicator
for the Province, which I think
will show henefits over the next
ten or fifteen years, without
guestion.

Tn his clause 3 the hon. gentleman
fayse, "Whereas Newfoundland and
FLabrador has by  far  bthe worst
record for privale sector joh
crealbion. " T think Fhe hon .
gentlemar, again, ie  very much
aware that last year, throngh oar
private sector employment program,
where we injected $5% million From
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Ehe provincial government combined
with $5 million from the private
seclor, for $10 milTion, e
created some 2000 jobs din  the
private secltor which was very,
very encouraging. This year we
increased our amount of money to
the private sector employment
progeram to $7.5 million, an
increase of $2 million, and so far
this year, Lo date, there have
been 2323 jobs created with the
private sector, and we are hoping
that we will realize our goal of
3000 Jobs before this program
expires,

Again, you might say that is not
very sihignificant, butt T think it
is a wvery significant dndicator.
T think thal program  has  been
widely accepted by the private
soctaor, Some 1800 applicabions
have been received to date and we
funded somewhore in Lhe order of
1300, creating, again, 2323 jobs.

I do not think anyone can slough
Lhat off as  being dinsignificant,
and say that we are not having an

impact on privata sactor job
creation in the Province. As
well, Lhis year, we have a new
graduate program and an

occupational integrakion program
for women, where, again, we are
getting involved with the private
sector on a fifty-fifty basis.
Hopefully, that program will be
kicking in very shortly to employ
anoiher few hundred people in the
Province.

The hon. gentleman in clause 4
SAaAys "WHEREAS Ehe labour
relations climate in Newfoundland

nas become prograssively worse
Lhus keeping investors From
sebliing up new entaerprises in bhe
Province . " Well, if  you track
whiat: Mias happenad wri kh work

stoppages 1in the Province, if you
go back Lo the years 1981 and 1982
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and track it up through, you will
find that last year the number of
work stoppages was down
substantially from the years 1985
and 1986 aeven, and this year the
tolal number of days Jlost is quite
Tow as compared to other years.

Tt s one thing Lo have a Clause
in a resolulion which says that
Fhe  situation is  gebling worse,
but when you do a review and an
analysis ol what hacs raeally
happened wilh work stoppages in
the Province, you sce thersa has
been an aclual decrease over the
Tast number of years, parbicularly
in lhe year 1987,

Tn clause 5 the hon. gentleman
SAYS ! PAND  WHEREAS  during  this
Administration's years since 1979
the number of recipients of
unemployment dinsurance has grown
by wmore than half. " Well, now,
there 1is no question that the
number of recipients has drown,
but it has certainly not been
¢lose to '‘hy more than by half'.
Of course, an indication of what
is happening here is that there is
a strong bul seasonal economy. of
course, we  Jook at the major
indusiries of our Province, the
Fishary, the forestry and so on,
which are very seasonal
industrias. They have been strong
seasonal industries and economies,
where we have seen more people
employed on & seasonal hasis. We
4l  know what  happens once tho
fiahery closes doum for the
season: People are then Taid off
and consequently go on UTC. Tt ids
unfFortunabe Lhal.  these are nol
full-1ime Jobs. Rut, of course,
that. ds the seasonality of the
industiry, and that is why we see
an  dncrease in this particular
area.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to
respond to the hon. gentleman's
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resolution and demonstrate some
inadequacies and dinefficiencies in
it, and, as well, outline to hon,
members that in a number of cases
he was factually fincorrect. As T
said in the beginning, 1t 1is very,
very important that we have seen a
downward trend in the unemployment
rate in bthis Prouvince. Thare are

more Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians working today 1in the
Province than ever before. Right

now  about 179,000 Newfoundlanders
are employed, T think, That s
Fhe highest it has  ever been,
and, ves, as I admitted when I
haegan, we are concerned about our
unemployment rate. We have taken
some very cimportant iniliabtives in
employment opportunities in the
Prouvince by working very closely
with the private sector. As well,
of course, there are combinations
which, in this Province of
Newfoundland, you have Lto look at
for what it 1is, what it has been,
and where we wank to go. A lot of
times, with trying to attract
industry to this Province, the
only real way Lo pull it off 1is
for there to be some kind of &
joint funding arrangement between

i he privabe sector, ar Ehe
particular industry and the

provincial government of the day.

Withont that, Mr. Speaker, a lot
of limes vyou would not attract
enterprise and cindusiry Lo the
Province, and that ds the reason
For it Yoiu have to look ab the
kind of economy, the Province we
have, and the makeup of it, hefore
you become too critical of that
kind of situalion.

Mr . Speakar, as  one member of
government, as Minister of Careser
Nevelopment and Advanced Studies,
I am very encouraged, actually, by
the Frending we have seen 1in the
Province over the last twelve or
eighteen months with regard to the
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unemployinent rate.

T wonld just Tike bto conclude by
saying that we are very committed
Lo conbinuing bhalt  btrend. Lowill
be very dnlerested 1in seeing the
next  Statiskics Canada Report on
Unemployment and Fmployment trends
in the country, and ‘in particular
in  this Province, hecause, Mr .
Speaker, T an very, very conuinced
that when the next report comes
out, there is going to be a very,
very significant decline 1in the
unemployment rate in Newfoundland
and Labrador. Thank you very much.

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. the member for 5. Barbe.

SOMF HON. MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:
Mr.  Speaker, T am glad 1o join
this debate on this very important
resolution wilh respect lo 1he
unaemployment  rabke  LFhrounghont  bho
Province .

i Listened carefully to the
Minisler of Career Doevelopmonl's
(M, Matthews) remarks with
respect Lo this problen. T bthink
1he unemployment problem comes
right under this ninister's

department and it dis his direct
responsibiliky +to deal wikh what
is  now, no doubt about dit, a
crisis throughout this Province.

Mr. Speaker, 1in 1986, Maclean's
magazine at that time had on 1its
cover our Premier, and nok too
many of us were very proud at that
time . The cover of Maclean's
magazine at  that Eime said N
Province In Despair,' and it was a
very Full  and  thorough article
mostly dealing with the labour
probYTemns -in 1986, but also talking
about 1he economy throughout the
Prouvince aid what nas bheen
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happening ror  bhat  year and Fop
1985 and 1986,

I suggesl that 41if M™Maclean's did
another  story, Mr.  Speaker, and
put the Premier on the cover they
could add the word 'SEA11T' and it
would be very appropriate, 'A
province still in despair. !

The minister is leaving, bul T
want him to know this: He blamed
a lot of the problems on the
population decreases. Is that
what  he said, T ask my hon.
colleague for Stephenville (Mr. K.
Aylward), he said there was a
decrease in the population in
births.

He should know that from
Stabistics Canada's oun Figures
Fthere were 13,000 more hirths over
deaths in 1986, 1986, 1987 and the
first quarter of 1988. He will
also IO, it he looks abt  bhe
statistics, there was a decrease
in  the popalation of 4,200 over
those same three Vears, 1985,
1986, 1987 and a 1,400 decrease in
the population for the First
quarter of 1988,

So, Aif yon add all those figures
together, the birth rates, the
decrease in population for those
two periods, 198k, 1986, 1987 and
the first quarter of 1988, vyou
will see that 18,700 people were
driven out of Fhis Province
because of the performance of the
@conony 18,700 people, My
Speaker.

What does that mean in the last
three years?

AN HON. MEMBER:
That +is {he hottom line.

MR. FUREY:

That 1d1s the bottom Jine that we
can i
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That means that 6,000
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
every year for the last three
years were driven away from home.
Thaey had to pick up and pack up
and leave this Province forever.

[ $Aay forever, Mr . Speakar,
bhecause it seems like this

govermnent has been in Forever for
1he Tasl seventeen or eighteen
years. The aconomny has been in a
negalive {tailspin, Mr. Speaker.

They have been puffing up on hope,
1they have been  puffing up o an
promisc, bhut  all  Lhe puffery s
going to be husted when they have
the courage, Mr. Spaaker, to go o
the lieutlenant-Governor and seek a
wril For a new mandale.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FURFY:
Mr . Spaakear, what  else did we
see? We know that 18,600

Newfoundlanders and lLabradorians

were driven away by econamic
clircumstances. We know that to be
fact. But what happened, Mr .

Speaker, to those who stayed?

IF you track the poverhy Tine, Mr.
Speaker, bhetween just two Maritime
Provinces, Tet s S Ay N e
Rrunswick and Newfoundland, 1if you
frack +he poverty line in 1981,
the percentage of fTamilies Jiving
helow +he poverty line -in 1981 in
New Rrunswick was 17.6 per cent of
the Families. Tn New Brunswick
17.6 percent were living below the
poverly line 1in 1981, comparad Lo
17.4 per cenl of the families ‘in
NewFoundTand T4ving helow he
poverly Jline in 1981. S0 let us
Frack 1t For those seuen years.,

From 1981 to 1988, New Rrunswick
dropped from 17.6 per cent to 14.4
per cent of the Ffamilies in thal
province 1living below the poverty
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Tine. So, Lhere was a significant
decrease in the numbers of
Families living below the poverty
line in the Province of New
Rrunswick.

Now, what happened in those same
intervening vyears, 1981 to 1988,
Lo bthe families of Newfoundland?
They went from 17.4 per cent, Mr .
Speakear, Dicd il go down? Did
that statistic go down to show the
economy  was  performing properly?
No, Mr. Spaeakar.

[ roso o 21.2 per cant, &
significant increase under the

ine period this parlicular
administration was handling and
governing the economy. You wondear
what happened to the 18,600 who
Jeflt in search of work. Aut let

us think about those families that
stayad here and kried to tough it
out, that percentage of the
families who tried to thought it
out, Mr. Speaker, from 1981 to
1988 . Fhe percentage went from
17.4 per cent 1living below the
poverty Tine, and increased to
21.2 per cent who are now
currently living below the poverty
line, as outlined by the member
for Port de Grave (Mr. Efford),
the Minister of Social Services
(Mr.  Tobin), who got up Tike a
pre-recorded message and said,
"our budget has increasad 176 per
cent since we gol dinto power,' as
Fhongh  that were somelhing to he
proud of, as though you should be
proud aboul dncreasing the social
services budget!

You should be ashamed {hat people
are driven, Mr. Speaker, to thatb
last recourse, Lo that last
refuge, to that Tlast resorl. You
should be ashamed the economy is
performing so badly that peop le
have to scurry to social services.

Now , that 1s a very telling
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slatistic, Mr. Speaker. In New
Brunswick Lhe percentage of

fFamilies Tiving below the poverty
lTine decreasad in saven years; in
Newrfoundland Lhe percentage of
Families increasad by i per
cent .

The hon., memher for Port au Port
(Mr . Hodder) knows what L am
talking aboul . He will recall
when [ ran his campaign in 1982,
and a good campaign wmanager I
Was . How many Fimes cid e
discuss it driving through those
different comnunities af Felix
Cove and St. George's? His heart
was  breaking then for all those
families underneath the poverty
line when he was a liberal. But
what were his answers as a Tory?

'T gol & hit of pavement .
Fverykhing is wondertul ! The
economy s performing brilliantly
since  that sconomisl wenl across
that  way . He  has turned Lhe
@Conomny around singlehandedly.
Mr . Speaker, he  kriows  that he

should be  ashamed ofr it He
krnows . They are all ashamed of
il

[hey are A% ashamed oF Che

£CONnoni performance they have
inflictaed upon  this  Prouvince as
each of Lhem secretly idis ashamed
of the Sprung fiasco. That is the
lruth of the matter.

MR. DFCKER:
And the railway deal.

MR. FUREY:
And the railway sellout, thalk rape
of our Terms of Union.

Mr Speaker, he on. minister

stood up and challenged my
colleague from Stephenville's

statislics with respect to the
unemployment, as did  bthe member
for Port au Port wilh dis Jiltle
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flight of fantasy, using numbers
that he probably cooked up.

Ritl et s Took at: his QI
government document . Here dis what
Fhe Department of Labour says  1in
Lhe first quarter of 1988, the
hon. Minister of Labour's Own
report, Here 1is what it says. I
hope the hon. wmamber For Port au
Port is listening carefully.

MR. HODDER:
T am Jlistening very carefully.

MR. FUREY:

The unemployment rate for the
Province 1in March was 21.9 per
cent, which is an dincrease of 2.3
per cent over the January figure
of 19.6 per cent. The number of
unemployad mwales in this Province
increased from 22,000 din January
o 28,000 dn March, causing the
male unemployment rate to idncrease
by 3.5  percentage points, from
17.9 to 21.4 per cent, from
January o March,

Mow, how can  you  say  thal  Lhe
economy is performing well?

MR. MATTHEWS:
What abonls the Famale rate?

MR. FUREY:

What aboul the females? The hon.
former Minister of Social Services
wanted them all to stay home.
What about themn?

Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister
just spoke. He had a chance Lo
say something about the female
population. He did not open his
mouth about 1it. Is he that
ashamed of those numbers too?

Maybhe +the hon. member advertently

avoided he real stinking,
shocking reality of youth
unemploymaent. . T did not hear him

open his mouth about that. I did

Al
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not hear him blabber about that,
Mr . Speaker. From 1979, when the

Peckford administration came to
powar, wheare Was the youlh
unemployment? Where did Mr .
Moores, in Lhe previous seven

years, take us? He took us to 25
per cent, Now, that was shameful
enough, Mr. Speaker. That was
shame Ful enough Ehat a Former
Conservalive Premier would allow
Lhe economy bto becoma so twisted,
so torn up, so ravaged and savaged
and raped, that younyg people would
he looking around din that economy,
where 25 per cent of btheir peers
were also looking around, for a
job. What happened? Mr. Speaker,
we wenl from 1979 to the new era.
"Step Forward with the Pecklore

admirngsliration," or some words
Jike that, "Have not will be no
more. " Was il Fuila Peron he
stole Lhat From when she
marshalled the poor and the

peasants of Argentina and saqid,
"Come, my friends, have nol will
he no more. Some day the sun will
shine . " Anyway, he took that
Fuita Peron thing and twisted it
into his own Jlittle phrase that
all was going o be well in
Newfoundland and Labrador, that
have not was going ko be no more.

Do you know somebhing, Mr
Speaker? A lot of young people,
including this person at that
time, believed him. We were so0
desperate coming oulti of tha scuven
years of Torydom under Premier
Moores we were bleeding for hope.
We were not crying! We were
bleeding for hope, Mr. Speaker,
and where did that hope lead us?
[+ led us dinto a rtangled garden,
Mr . Speaker, of deceit and
contradiciion,

"Have not.  will be no  morel!

Twenty-five per cent youth
unemployment.  in 1979 Stalistkics
Canada, not mine traced us
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through the last nine years of the
PeckFord admintstration o he
edge of 1987 where it jumped to
29 .4 per cent, As the hon. menber
for Stephenville SO rightly
pointed outk, we actually went
through three or four months where
the unemployment rate Ffor young
people, between the ages of
fifreen and twenty-four, actually
reached official, unbelievable
heights of 35 per cent.

MR. DFECKER:

That +is official. The real number

is higher than that.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, 1if Dr. House and his
$3 million commission taughl us
anything, it taught us this: We
cain ab loaslt factor in 10 per cent
on any official numbers for those
who have given up hope, for those
who have abandoned all hope of
brying to seek a dignified job and
a full-time job dn this Province.
S0 just  factor that in, 10 per
cent onto the official 3% per cent
of youlkh unenployment, and nearly
half our young people were
screaming For jobs, Mr. Speaker,
some time during 1987.

Let us take it forward to 1988 and
the complete unemployment:
picture. Mr. Speaker, 1in January
of this year the adjusted figures
were 17.4 per cent. Then we went
through February, March, and April
and May. Where did we arrive? At
7.2 per cent. Noul, that is
performance, Mr. Speaker. That is
kick-stariing Lhe sconomy, is ik
not? Ok, boy! The hon. Minister
of Heallh's Tlog - he must have
worn spats, Mr. Speaker, because
olharwise his leg would have been

worn out kick—starting the
economy !
What a joke! What complete and

unadulterated hoax and joke the

No. 61 R3470C



former Minister of Finance
perpeirakted on the people of this
Province! No wonder he was
demoted Lo Healith! Mr. Speaker,

no wonder lte was flung out of
Finance alfter eighl years of those
kinds of  projeclions. His Tasi
budgei, Mr. Spaeaker, had him going
o the knees wilh cap-in--hand
bheggring for bhail ol For  his
current  account deficil of $170
million, You should be ashamad!

My . Speakaer, lot e Fall yoLul
somet hing. lLet us Llrack lhe hon.

Minister of Finance's Fiscal
record. lLet: us walk him through

what he creatad.

MR. TULK:
What record?

MR. FUREY:

His unemployment rate, Mr .
Speaker, he brought us to a 1987
average, Mr. Speaker, the entire
year averaged out that 18.6 per
cent. of bthe population were hadly,
desperalely, bleeding and hurting
for work, Now, how  does Fhat
compare 1o 1lhe Maritimes? Twelve
point nine per cent, Mr. Speakor,
ook al the gqulf. TU s as wide
as  bhetween Norbth Sydiney and Port
aux  Rasques. That +dis how wide i
, Fhe aconomic Faclors, wi th
this minister as tLhe Minisler of
Finance .

14

Whiat: Wa s ik in Canada when
Newfoundland was hovering at 19
per cant under Fhis Finance

Minister, Lhis Minister of Health,
under his stewardship of Fhe
finances of this Province: Canada
was at 8.9 per cent. You talk
about a gulf of difference!
Some thing was go ing right in
Canada, bhut something was going
desperately wrong in Newfoundland,

Mr. Speaker, what about in youth
unemployment? let us take the
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same year, the year the Minister
of Health Tadid down the mantel of
the Minister of Finance. What
Nappenad o youlth  unemployment?
He has 1o answer, Mr. Speaker, for
the youngsters bolween the ages of
fifteen, sixteen, seventeen,
@ighleen, aid  the  young adults
nineteen and twenty, twenty-one
and  lwenty -two, twenlby -three and
twenty~four, Can the former
Minisler of Finance tell us why he
gave us, why he gave tLthe young

paoplea of rhis Province a
staggering 29.4 per cent of
unemployment for young people?

Can the former Minister of Finance
tell wus why the Canadian Youth
Unemployment was 13 per cent, yet
under his s bewardship, his
guidance, his economic direction
as the Minister of Finance, why
was it 13 per cent 1in Canada and
30 per cent  An  Newfoundland and
add 10 per cent for Dr. House's,
people who have given up, who have
abandoned all hope?

So you had 30 per cent under the
Former Miniaster of Finance
unemployment amongst young people,
add 10 per cont Ffor Dr. House's
figures for those who have given

e,  who were despoerale, eoic. [ ¢
has 1o answer for that, M.
Spoaker, It was his stewardship,

Mr. Speaker, -

DR. COILIINS:
(naudible).

MR. FUREY:

I am glad he is provoking me today
because it  was his stewardship
that drove 18,700 people out of
this Province. Tt was that former
Finance Minister, Mr. Speaker, who
drove 6,000 people out euery
single year from 198k, 1986,
1987. Tt was that Minister of
Finance, Mr . Speaker, every
morning when he woke up to shave,
every single day that he shaved
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and Jooked in the wmirror, fifteen
more left the Province. He would
wake up with his alarm clock, he
would Fump out of bed and shave
and say, 'Fifteen more gone. Too
bad, what! That should look good
next month on the statistics.
That will show we are conguering
unemployment . ' Now, that ds the
mugs game they play, Mr. Speaker,
and they should be ashamed of it.

What else did we see, Mr. Speaker,
under Fhe stewardship of  this
former Finance Minister? The old

kick starter, remewmbear bhal, n1a
members will recall he was going
to  kick start  bthe economny. He
wore oul 1the left and right leg
Lryiing Lo kiock shart i, Ut
recipients, M- Speaker, as a
parcenlbage of thoe 1987 Tabour

force in Newfoundland, 28.9 per
cent  of Newfoundlanders roceived
unemployment dnsurance, versus 7.8
per cent of the Canadian average.

MR. TUI.K:
How much?

MR, FUREY:

et me say Ethat again: The UI
recipients in this Province under
that Finance Miniskter's
stewardship as a percentage of the
1987 Tlabour force was 28.9 per
cent, versus the Canadian average
of 7.8 per cent.

Now T do not see the minister
jumping in his place to show how

proud he was of that. And  the
retail sales lax, Mr. Speaker, it
cliwmbed under fhat minister,

climbed to that dealhly height of
12 per cent which is s detberrent

to the consumer and which has
openad ) black markets, Mr

Speaker. Thal tis what he has done.

Newfoundland pays 12 per cent, the
closest neighbour Lo us, U
Rrunswick pays 11 per cenl, even
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in a Province where the economy is
Functioning rather well, and there
is Nova Scotia with 10 per cent
and the Canadian average 7.9 per
cent. Fven little PEI only had a
sales bkax average of 10 per cent,
Mr. Speaker.

So, Mr. Speaker, all of these key
economic indicators are going to
come home to roost. This
governmenl is going to be exposed,
Mr. Speaker, like its leader. It
will be very much like thal fairy
tale The Emperor's New Clothes.
Somabody is  going to stop himn
somewhere along the campaign line
and  say, 'Sorry, Premisr you ain't

wearing any clothes.' Somewhere
along Ehe way, Mp. Speaker, they
are going to expose this

governmenl 's Financial record,
take it naked 1o the people and
show bhe actual bralh rabther  than
the gobbledygook and all of the
nonsanse  and garbage that they get
on with.

They gave us the highest of
everylhing bad, Mr. Speaker, and
the lowest of everything good.
That message 1is getting out there
right across the land and that 1s
why T say, My, Speaker, that
Maclean's magazine in 1986 said,
YITE was a province din despair'.

Thay could eas iy Lake &
photograph of our current Premier
and go right ahead and put Jb down
with the same title except tLlhey
won 'l say, 'n Province still i
despair.’

Mr. Speaker, whal is the record of
this governmment? [ suppose bhey
have nolt been all half bad. They
actually take craedit Tor creat ing
permarnentd full-—-time jobs to
decrease  the stabistics and cone
oul with great statements like
this one From bhe new Minister of
Social Services. on June 17, he
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said, "To date this fiscal year,
the Departmenlt of Social Services,
through the Employment
Opportunities Division has created
5,000 jobs as a result of $17
million of provincial funding. "

He knows and £ know and cuerybody

i Lhis House krnows and 1Lhe
Prouvince kKitows , the mig s giane
going on lhere. Tt i1s a Jaleral
bransfor o Financial
Fresponsihility, Mr., Speaker. Tt

is baking them oflf your financial
rolls, the social services rolls,
and  directly placing bthen on the
federal financial rolls so as not

ko bhankrupt Lhe provincial
Treasury . It is a ten-week

syndrome, Mr., Speaker. Fuerybody

knows 1it.

They stand here and take pride in
that. They are proud to have
shifted Financial responsibil ity
because they are incompetent
themselues from their own treasury
over to a federal ltreasury.

AN HON. MFMRFR:
(Tnaudinle).

MR. FURFEY:
That s right. The len-forty-lwo
Formula, T am glad Lhe Minislter of
lHousing is owning up Lo 1l1. So he
is  nob so  proud  abonl i, e
krnows 1t was  {halt side of 1he
Houwse that was albtacking a former
federal liberal administration for
its  make work project, What has
changed, Mr. Speaker? The Tories
cane Lo power in  ObLbawa, Fhey
inflected prosperity? No . They
inflected more make work projects
on the Province, the wvery thing
Ehis administration complained and
harped on during idits entire 1life
from 1979 -1988.

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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The hon. member's time is up.

MR. FURFY:

Ry concliusion, Mr. Spaeaker, let wme
say this: The young people of
wis Province are literally being
starved and driven away. I have
yelt to wvisit o wmy districl and get
in my car and drive up {through
Daor 1 akoe, up  Lhe the Norkhern
Peninsula, Mr. Speaker, I have yet
o wisit omy district where T have
not picked up a young person
niteh-hiking eibther on Lhe way
back or on the way to Toronto.

Now that dis the shame of 4it, Mr.
Speaker! They  were either on
their back bhecause they were
driven away

MR. MITCHELL:
They gobk their 10 stamps, did they?

MR. FUREY:

That ds right! That dis right.
They did gelb Fheir ten stamps.
This government drove them to
downtown Toronko Lo survive. ILF
the hon. member for lLaPoile (Mr.
Mitchell) wants to laugh and Ehink
it ds Funny, he ought to look din
lLaPoile somelimne, in his QLN
districlt, to see how many young
paople have bean driven away 1in
that district.

Mr . Speaker, by conclusion the
hon. mamher  lFor LaPoile  should
also Jook at what a daslardly
criminal  aclt  has happened to the
people of LlaPoile and to the
peopla of this Province under khe
railway agreement.

Reopener Clause, no, Mr. Speaker,
the fog clause, Clause 8.
Everybody should berate 8 because
all they gave us, Mr. Speaker, in
Clause 8 d1s, 'Come back to the
table, fools, in eight years time
and we will tell vyou what fools
vou were wight years previous!
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Thank you, Mr. Speakaer.

MR. SPFEAKFER:
The hor. the Minisler of Housing.

MR. PEACH:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

T jusk want to make a few brief
comments on the resolution put
forth by the menber for
Slephenville. I am not sure that
Lhe wottion as it s s really
worthy of comment, because there

is very Little in that motion, Mr.
Speaker, that 1is even close Lo
being correct. My colleague, the

member for Port au Port, stood up
earlier and guesbtioned the motion
iteelf. Usually, dn +this House,
it does riok mal ber whare a
resolulion COMas {rom, Mr .
Speaker, we find it has some Facths
and,  Dbeing politicians, we take

our  own  sbtand  on o i Ty bhis
particular case, pretty well the
enlire resoluiion s complebaly
false, You can always lake facls

[a

and Figures and nunbers and havae A
great hil of {fun wilh them.

T remember, when T was teaching
I,

school, it was always great as a
malh teacher to have a bit of fun

with rnumbers on slow days. That:
is really what a couple of members
opposite have  done; they have
taken some facts - what they call
Facts - some numbers and figures,
played around with them, and used
Lhem Lo their oOun political

advantage.

The fact, Mr. Speaker, as stabaed

{here, that Lhe unemployment:
problam in the Province of
Newl oundland and abrador has
become prograessively worsa, 14
tolally uwrong. The unemployment
problem in this Province nas  not

hecomse worse., The unemployment
rabe, Mr. Speaker, has dgone down,
and that is a facl of Jife.
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Ny well, the pmempar For
Stephenville indicated Lhat

economic activity  has declined.
That, Mr . Speaker, is not
correct. Feonomic activity in
this Province, especially in

Conception Bay where T reside, and
the member for Port de Grave as
well, has increased and increased
rapidly. One only needs to go
into Happy Valley - Goose Bay and
one can find out very quickly what
e mearn by @economic activity.
There are a lot of people from
Conception and Trinity BRays, Mr.
Speaker, working in Happy Valley -
Goose Bay right now.

As well, Mr. Spaaker, he says,
‘Newfoundland and Labrador has by
Far the worst record For private
sector job creation among the ten

Canacian provinces . ' That should
not be allowed to bhe written, or
bo e raad hero in this
Legislature. Most provinces in

—

Canada are copying, if you will,
our private sector program.

At the end it says, "RE 1T
RESBOLVUED thal Qe raguest new
initiatives be started dimmediately
o re-start economic activiby..."
Well, that is a 1little outdated.
T do not know why we even have it
on the Order Paper of June 22,
1988, because there have been a
lot of new initiatives taken Dby
this government, particularly by
the Department of Career
NDevelopment and Advanced Studies
as it relates to the private
sector progran,

Mr. Speaker, members have already

spokan on s ing numbers and
slatistics. I guess we can all

Pake  statistics and do  what we
wanl with them, and read them the
way we want  the general public o
hear them. IT everylhing din this
resoluirion Was corract, M,
Speakear, memhers opposite,
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including the Leader of the
Opposition, wou ld have A mu¢h
broader smile on their faces than
they have today. When things are
looking down, that 1is when the
Leader of the Opposilion begins to
smile, because he figures he can
crawl oul from under the rocks and
probably become a political hero.

4 i very unfFortunate, Mr .
Speaker, that we have people stand
in this lLegislatiura A make
comment s publicly which are

complately False, are not correct,
and do i1 For lheir own political

gain, There is  such a bthing in
Lhig Province, Mr. Speaker, as the
bright side to 1ife. L am surs

the member for Porl de Grave must
get up in the morning and say, '
hope the sun does not shine
Foday, ' because wuery day he comes
inlto this Legislature, it 1s doom
and gloom. The people dn  his
district are getting sick and
tired of hearing the garbage he
puts out here, and the garbage he
puts oulb over the airwaves.

IF T had to give him some advice

to get re-elected, or win his
nomination - I should not be doing
lhis - it would be if he went out

and told the facts as they are, I
would say honesily to the member
Lhatt he would have a very good
chance of winming his nomination.

MR. FFFORD:

A point of order, Mr. Speakaor,

MR. SPFEAKFER:
Order, please!

The hon. the member for Porl de
Grave .

MR. EFFORD:

The member For Carbonear is
misleading Lhe House, Mr.Speaker,
with that statement he jusl made,
'IF he had to give me some advice
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to win my nomination.' My
nominat-ion is over, ik 1is won. I
am the candidate in the next
alection,

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, it was

Jusi a matler of clarificabion.
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PFACH:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T romember now  that a Few weeks
ago the member for Port de GCrave
wias  quile  woreied one  aflernoon
and left the legislature rather
early Lo go home Lo the Port de
Grave district, because he was
saaking nomination, T do not
think we heard any great
advertisements on the airwaves or
in the papers that they were
havuing a nomination meeting out
there, he was quite scared
somebhody might run against him.

Anyway, Mr. 3Speaker, to get bhack
to the resolution. The
unemployiment rate in kbhis Provice
has decreased over the past two
YEArs . FMhat: s a Fact., Tt is now
the lowest it has heen since we
had  the raecessionary period prior
Lo 1982, The unemployment rate,
For exdanple, in 1987 was 18.6 per
cent, which was a drop of nearly 3

poercentage poinis oyaer the
previous two years. From 1986 to
1987 the fFacts ara Fhat aur

unemployment rale dropped 1.4 per
cant, the largest absolute decline
of any province with the exception
of New Brunswick. T remember, Mr,
Speaker, I think it was two years
ago, being n New Brunswick and,
at that time, many of the people
there were quite concerned about

their unemployment rate; their
unemploymant. rate was equal to, if
not higher than, ours.

Newfoundland is Ekhe only province
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which has  had  ciks  unemploymant
rate drop by more Ehan 1
percentage point., My Spaakear,
those are facts.

T+ s nol  whall  the Opposilion
wanls 1o hear and 1o read, because
it will  not help them in any

polilical victory, I am sure.
Whenever we look at the
unemployment rate, we have to

consider what conbtributes to the
drop in unemployment and what
creatls employment . Fhere have
heen quite a number of economic
indicators in this Province, quite
a lot of things that have heen
done which have ensured that our
unemployed have found employment.

Mr. Speaker, lel us look at our
fourist  industry. Tt is probably
one of 1lhe dnduslries we quite
often do not pay enough abiention
to. When our Minister ol
Developmant andd Four-ism (Mi
Rarretl) 16 promoting 1his
province, whather it bo within ihe
Prouvince, within the Nortlh
Amaerican Continent, or wibthin the
Furopean Continent, we quite often
criticize him for going Lo bhose
places and doing Lhe promotion he
has bto do. M. Speaker, Tasl year
we  had nearly 300,000 tourists
come inkto  khis Province . They
dropped, I guess, about $110
million here, and Ehat helped
create some 10,000 johs. We
realize bFhat 1in many cases those
jobs are seasonal, but the fact of
the matter ds, we live in  a
Province, we live on a rock where

e have to rely on seasonal
employment . That 1is a fact of
life. T would never want ko go

out to Conception Ray and tell the
Fishermen they had bto fish during
lhe month of January. It has been
A fact af Tife For Many
generations Lhat we live dna
Proyince where a lob of employment
ia seasonal, and there is nolhing
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wo  can do  about the unemployment
rate among Fishermen and fish
plant  workers in  the Winter in
many parts of this Province. Tt
| PO P B L -~ .1 ~ e L
happens to be a facih of life.

Mr . Speaker, this government.,
nnder our leader Prewmier Peckford,
has taken on many projects in this
Province to ensure that wse have as
much economic prosperity as
possible. If T could just take a
look at a few of those, Mr .
Speaker, which quite ofbken members

opposite have condemned for
political reasons. T will Jjust

pick out one, which is always a
Lopic with a green thumb, he
Sprung project. Mr. Speaker, over
the past year, a Jlobt of people

from Conception Ray - from
Carhoneaar, From Harbour Grace,
from Spandiard's Bay and Ray
Roherts - found employment on bthe
construction of the Sprung

Groonhouso,

MR. FFFQRD:

That is misleading.

MR. PFACH:

That s ot misleacding, My .
Speaker. Tt was only during the
Waraerford Kenmount by-election
that I walked into a restaurant in
Waterford Kenmouni: and there
were four electricians sitting
down ak the Etable having their
lunch who were very proud to be
working on the Sprung Greenhouse.

There are many people from
Conception Bay working out there
roday,  Mr.  Speaker. The member
for Port de Grave drives over the
road ayery morning, which is

reasons enough for him to know why
we  wanl  the highway  twinned From

here to Roaches Line, It is
alinost  Tike driving  down  Yonge
S{reet 1in Toronto, there are so
many people driving in Fromn

Conception Ray to go tlo work, and
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that has always been the case.
The Sprung greenhouse, Mr .
Speaker, has created employment.

Terra Nova Shoes in Harbour
Grace: For our invesbtment and the
Tederal government's dnvestment in
Terra Nova Shoes, Mr. Spaeakaer,
there are many, many people from
Victoria, Salmon Couveae, Western Ray
and  Carbonear working with {hat
COmMpany . s a mabter of facl, T
think  more Lhan  half 1he work
Force of 1in excess of 100 working
at  Terra Nova $Shoes, 1in Harbour
Gracoe, Come From the  Carbonear
districtl

fope Brook Cold Mine, Mr. Speaker,
out on the West Coastl: There are

a couple of contractors (g
Carbonear who have small
subconbracts at. the Hope Brook
Gold Mine, There are people from

the Carbonear district working out
there. As I mentioned a few
minutes ago, T would not even want
Lo list the dozens of people from
the  Carbonear district who are
presently working in Goose Bay.
The Fact of +the matter is, Mr.
Speaker, Tlast year the military
dumped some $200  wmillion into
Goose Ray directly.

That is a Jlot of  money, My .
Spaaker. The people in labrador
are quite proud of it. T met Jast
weak  with the  Mayor  of Happy

Valley - Goose BRay, who dis not
always vary positive, buobt he was
boasting that 1he military

presence in  Happy Vallay GCoase
lay 18 a megaproject. T{ ds just
unreal, Mr. Speaker, the {ype of
activily that dis laking place down
there.

Mr.  Spaaker, the membaer who just
look his seat commented on the
youth unemploymant in this
Province, Mr . Speaker, it  was
only aboul a wmonkh ago that T met
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and chatted with the Federal
Minisker responsible for Youth,
Jean Charest, at a function in the
Carbonear district. He Was
surprised when he came into the
Province to Find that there were
so many of our youth who were
Tooking Forward Lhis Summer  to
finding, vyes, Summer employment,
becanse they want Lo return to
some post-secondary institute in
the Fall. Belfore this Summer s
aover, T think we will {ind, as a
mailer  of  Fact, {+hatt the Youth
Fmployment Centre al Clarenville
might. not euaen be able o 417 all
lhe positions lLhey have there. Tt
Ls somewhat of A concern.

MR. GILRERT:
(Tnaudible).

MR. PEACH:

If the member for Burgeo - BRay
d'¥spoir was doing his homework, I
am sure he would have put in for
projects  and his  people in  Lthe
private sector apply to the
Department  of Career Development
and Advanced Studies.

Mr. Speaker, over the past month I
have had several employers call e
who had applied for programs and
had Fhem approved under our
Private Sector Youth Program,
under the Federal Challengs '88
Program, They actually picked up
the phone and called wmwe and said,
'Do you know of any sludenls who
are Tooking for a joh?! And ouver
the past week, Mr. Speaker, T have
sent them seven or oighlt sbadents;
I phoned them to see if 1hey were

s4117 interoestbed i Finding
employment and I told 1hem where
o dgo to look for i, Fhree of

them called me back on the weekend
and said thay had fFound a job and
thanked me for giving them Uthe
information. T did not go out and
take them by the hand, I just told
Lhemn where to go.
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Mr. Opaaker, he Privabte Saeclor
Program in this Province, T think,
has had a great impaci. fast year
there was & greal response (rom

the paople i1 ihae Carbonear
diatrict. T fact, ] think

Carbonear districkt was bthae third
lighest in the Province that took

advanitage of the Falfty FAafiy
Private Sector Employment
Program, T have to  khank  the
former minister, who 1s sitting
ahead of ne, for Fis k ind
reception to having the

applications bthat came in reviewed.

As a mabter of fact, Mr. Speaker,
it was only about a month and a
half ago that our federal MP for
Ronavista - Trinity Conception,
Capkain Morrisey Johnson, phoned
me: he had a concern tLthat there
were not  enough programs appliad
for this year for the youth in the

Carbonear disbrict. T got on Lha
phone that afternoon and called
tan or Fifteen businesses and told

them 1hat  Lhey should gel their
applications in, and T do nok

think, M, Speaker, one
application in that TJob was nob
approuved, Tt s great thal the
faderal governmeni have btakan ihe
iniliative to show Lhat Lhe

private seclor are bhe ones who
should he and can be and are
willing to create jobs in  Lhis
Province,

Tusi 1o refer for a minute, Mr.
Speaker, +to what the member for
Port de Grave quite often gets on

Lo, the Department of Social
Services and the Employment
Opportunities Program. Mr .
Speaker, that program was

initiated some Ffour or five years
ago as a method of getting some of
our peoplea who are receiving
social assistance bhack into
meaningful work. [ Ehink it has a
twof o purpose . Tt enables Lhose
people o gel some of bheir pride
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hiack, o become employad paeople
who are bhringing in a cheque other
Fhan a social seruvices chegue, I

do nol think anyone could disagree
i bl thad

Apart from thal, Me. Speaker, T am
sure the member for Porl de Grave
would agree that guite often those
particular projects have done some

very wor thwhile things in
communities. I think there are

fany church  organizations, many
town councils, many recreation
commissions which would not have
bheen able to get certain things
done had it nob  bheen for the
employment ppportunities program.
Mr. Speaker, the one thing aboutk
i+ that has sort of amazed me 1is
Ehat outb in e Carbonear
district, and the same applies to
Ehe Social Services offiice in
Harbour Grace, we have had a Ilot

af difficnliy this year 0N
heginning the employment

opporiunitics programs  from  the

Department ol Social Services
hecanse tho casaeload at: the
Department of Social Services
office i Harbour Grace nas

declined and there are basically
vary, uvery [aw people  bo 9o o
work .

T think 4l was about a month ago
that he Daparliaent of  Social
Services approved a program for
bhe +toun council of Uictoria to do
some work on their new war
memorial park; they wanted to have
it done and it was a great way to
get some labour which would not
cost the committee and the town
any money to get the work done.
They were hoping to have it done
For rhe wreath Tlaying ceremony,
July 1, but up to a few days ago
the project had nobk started. The
fFaclt of the matier is, there were
no  people unemployed, 1o people

registered as full-time social
soruices recipianhs who could

No. 61 R3478



qualify Lo work on Fhosae
projects. Mr. Speaker, I think it
is great: that we have Uhat:

problem. In my district, we have
only one housing project skarted
under the Department of Social
Services to date; we do nok have
the people to work on the
projects; the people have, Mr.
Speaker, found employment, and
that Hdis & Fact. Ns  a mattaer of
Tact, since 1hat program has been
in force a lob of peopla, once
Lhey got oul and Found meaningful
amployment: grantad they went on
UTC and lhey received UTC henefits
which were righifully due  Fhen
they H1ook the dinitialive to f{ind
meaningfnl work i the  private
sector, and T think they should be
commended For Lhat,

Fhe  mennber For  Twillingate i
Tooking over and making some
notes . Tt o would be greal if we

had 100 percent of thal, but T
think, Mr. Speaker, {he fFact s
that +4f only 5% percent of those
people Found it prackical and
found some way of finding
employment in khe private seclbor
they took dit upon themselves, they
took the ‘initiative to go and do
it -~ that in dtself would speak
well for the progranm.

Mr. Speaker, reference was made Lo
the 1en week syndrome. I am sure
none  of  us  are  proud of  that.
Mary  construction people dn  my
area, particularly over the pasth
Tour years, found it difficull.
The construction Qindusiry BAS
down, and they did not take pride
in trying to geb out to gob Lheir
ten  stamps. Of  course, 1n many
CASes they  id not have  wpch
choice,

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. member's {ime is up.

MR. PEACH:
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T was just nolified, Mr, Speaker,
that I had two minutes. I will
clue up anyway.

I think many of our private sector
programs have created fifty-two
weeks employment., There are many
in my district who have done it,
and T can show the hon. member, I
can table 1t for |him. Without
maentioning rname s in Lhe
Jegislature, I think Jlast year
fhere  were Four businesses which
crealed [ifty—-two weeks employment
For people, and they applied again
this year Lo create another
Fifty two weeks work, in addition
1o the 1lhose they employed Jast
year

That. s job creabion, Mr. Speaker,

and T commend the Minister of
Carcer Dovalopment and  Advanced

Studies for putting din excess of
57 million dinto the privake sector
program, $1 million into a program
to get  our studants into the
workforce, and the idnitiative he
has taken to  get  some of Lhe
female population back 1into the
workforce,

Mr. Speaker, we are moving ahead
with rapid strides to overcome the
unemployinent problem which the
Liberal Party likes to see in this
Province . Mr. &Gpeaker, b is not
the way they are trying to put it
out to the people, it s a matbtber
of perception. Thank you, Mr .
Spaalkar.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. 1he memher {or BRonavista
Norith,

SOMY_HON. MEMBFERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, 1.USH

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T just want to deal wilth some of
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thae poinks made by lhe hon. member
who just took his place, and I
hope he stays to Tisken insbead of
running away .

Now, Mpr. Speaker, irst of all he
mentioned that il was not a good
resolubion because ik containaed a
Tot of inaccuracies. Having said
Lhat, he did not point oult one
AnUccuracy . He t1alked aboul how
one  can  play  wikh  figures  and

manipulate statistics. Mr: .
Speaker, it is strange how so wmany
people indicate how you can

manipulate Figures and play with
numbers and play with statistics.
Han. members opposite always use
that when the figures are pointed
LN the wrong direction; Lhey
believe them when they show some
improvement in the situation. Now
the hon. member just defeated his
own arguinent. He talked about how
we use slatistics incorrectly,
Fhat it is not  &lways the right
slatistics, they do not reflect
accurarely what  the unewploymment
ailumtion s, bul he was so good
o labteh on a Tibttle improvemant
in the Tasl couple of years.

Now Fhese are the sane stabistics,
Mr ., Speaker, 1hal have been making
the nnemployment Figire 5o b1leak
in 1lis Prouvince Tor the last five
years, Now the hon. menber cannok
have his cake and eal it loo.

Will the hon. member tall e how
you can twist and play with the
figures of 50,000 unenp Toyed in
this Province and show that they
are employed? Ts there some way
you can play with figures and show
Fhat the 50,000 people who are

consislently and continually
unemployed in this Province are
somehow employed? No way, Mr .
Speakear! You cannot play wikh
Lthose stalistics. The statistics
are real, Mr . Speaker, as

indicated by 1he House Commission,
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Fhat  al any one poinl din Lime ‘in
this Province we have one dquarter
o one  Lhird of our labour force
unemployed.

And you love il! You love it!

MR. 1.USH:

Mr. Speaker, you cannol play with
{hat, you cannot manipulate that.
MR. PFACH:

and you love it

MR. LUSH:

No, Mr. Speaker, I do not love it,
but T can tell you that if I were
on the other side I would do
somathing about ik, I would not
stand on my feet and try to defend
it, T would do something about it

MR. PEACH:
Like what?

MR. TORIN:
What wotld you do? Tell us.

MR, LUSH:
Yes, give me time and T will tell
Yo, mombers what T owill do, or

what we wonld do.

We will tell  them, Mr. Speaker,
soon  enough. So, Mr. Speaker,
enangh  of  bhat nonsensa and  bhat
slupidity of playing with figures,
playing wiih numbers.

Mr ., Speaker, he mentioned also
that we were making rapid strides
- rapid strides, mind you! - in
dealing with khe unemployment rake
in this Province. He mentioned
something about the Fact that the
unemployment rate had diminished
by 1.3 per cenkt in 1986. In 1987
it went down another 1.4 per
ceank, Now, Mr. Speaker, Fhat s
rapid strides alright! In two
yaars b owent  down and diminished
by 2.7 per cent. I will tell hon.
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members how it was diminished in a
moment:, T will tell hon. members
about that.

Then he went on to say, "The
greatest decrease in unemployment
in  all of Canada, except one
province . " Mr . Speaker, when vyou
are lhat high, we should have had
the greatest decrease, not
excluding any province. So, Mr,
Speaker, whak nonsense, raking
pride in the fact lLhat we had the
greatest decrease in unemployment
levels when we have the largest
unemployment Tevels in Canada, and
we should be having the greatest
decrease  for the nexit lon years
every  year, Mr. Speaker. et us
not stand  on cur Feet aind make
people helieuve Lhiad were some
graat hing, 1.3 por cont
improvement in 1986, 1.4 per cent
increase in 1987,

Mr.  Speaker, will they Lell us

this ds 1the key point -~ by how
moch it Wil decrease  in 19887
When the nexlt wmember stands, will
they tell wus by  how much Ehe
unemployment Jevels in this
Province will decrease in 1988 and
in 1989 and din 19907 That will
tell us if they know how to attack
the problem of unemployment 1in

this Province, Mr. Speaker. That
will tell us whether they have an

employment strateqy. No, My .
Speaker! I challenge them now to
tell wus by how many percentage
points the unemployment rate will
be reduced over rhe next three op
four years., That will tell us if
this government have a systemabic
plan  to altack the unemployment
problaem in Lhis Provinco.

Mr.  Speaker, I rewmind  the hoen.
gentleman, for two years we have

hacl A sTight  decroase in Phe
levels  of unemployment +in  this
Praovince, Mhere is & saying which

Says, "One  swallow does not a
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Summer make.' I would suggest,
nol: ayen FWo swallows , Mr .
Speaker, does a Summer make. Sa,
Mr . Speaker, we are going ko have
to have a Jot more decreases vyet
befFore T am convinced hon. members
opposite have finally grappled
successful  with the unemployment
problems of this Province.

Mr. Speaker, one other point I

woulce Tike to address. The hon.
member was talking about the
availabilily  of jobs. He talked

about +the young people who got
Johs. Well, T cortainly hope, Mr.
Speaker, that (hat abundance of
jobs will reflecl dlself in  the
unemployment ared employment
statistios off 1988 [ he s
accurate they will surely be
reflectaod, because you cannob play
wilh the statistics.

If people are working, it will be
maind Faos bad in the Tabour force
slatistics, in the Canada Stat
statistics in this year For 1988,
Now, he menticoned they could not
gei anybody bto work on a Soctal
Services project in his area and
proudly  talked aboub how that was
an indicator of high levels of
employinent,

etk we bell you why he cannot get
them, Mr. Speaker, to work on that
project, First of all, in order
to qualify to work on that project
Lhey anust be recipienks of social
services. They must be social
services recipients. Why are they
not social service recipients?
Recanse Lhey were given a ken weak
job a year #4g90, working on
starvabion  and  slave wages, Mr .
Speaker, They were given a job a
year ago 0 social services
projects and now they are on UIC
Ffor Forty mweoks, oOn Urtc, the
lowest utc you could get,
collaclhing that, Mr . Speaker,
living practically at a substance
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level, and now they cannot take
that job. They would like to take
that 7joh, but they do not qualify
hecause now +they are receiving
anol her form of government
assistance, They are Frow
peceiving another form of social
assistance, they are now receiving
urT. Now, Mr. Speaker, thal is lhe
decepiion in what the hon. member
for  Carbonear (Mr. Peach) WA s
Falking about, nob being able to
gel people to work on the social
services projaclts.

f have them in wy own area, Mr.

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I welcome
Fhe social service projects, You
flave to, T1 is the only thing

that is on the go! Tt is the only
thing that I can get employment
For the people in Gambo. T have
1o Lry and get them and I beg for
them because ik is the only thing
that 1s on Lhe go. Rut this is
the  way  that we are krying  bo
camouflage .

MR. TULK:

Rut it does mnot do much for your
pride.

Fxaclly. This s the way 1hal
they are bLrying bo camoulFlaga  and
disquise the high rate of
unemployment.  in bhis Province, Mr

Speaker, we take them of f social
services and  put them  on  the
federal gouvernment social services
vhrough UT. That is whal we do.

MR. 1.US]

S, Mr. Spaeaker, thal process and
thal process alone is why we have
heen able o marginally dacrease
the Jevels of unemployment in this
Province over bthe lask two years.

But Lf hon. have an employment

program {hat systematically is
going to  reduce the levels of

unemployment in this Province over
the next four or five years, Jlet
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them tell us all about it. Let
Fhem  Lell us by how nuch  the
unemployment rate will be reduced

in 1988 . We ko Lhat it
decreased in 1986 by 1.3
percentagae  points, Wa  know  bhat

41 decreased in 1987 by 1.7, but,
Mr. Spoaker, wiith that  decrease
Lhat hon. gentlemen are so proud
of , whaon  dndeed they should hang

their heads in shame, Lhat
decraoase, what s it now? What
was it Jast year? Whal was the

average unemployment  bocaisa that
is the only figure worth Tlooking
at These mercurial develops From
month to month are not the things
which dndicate whal is happening
to the unemployment. You have to
take it on a yearly average. 1987
is the 1last figure and the only
Figure worth talking aboul. I
will tell hon. gentlemen I could
be using March of 1988, ifF I
really wanted to, where the
unemployment rate went up. But T
will not use that one, not right
OW .

Tn 1987 the average unemployment
Fhalt hon.  gentlamen are 4o proud
Lo talk about, that they are
raptdly  raediucing, Fhat kFEhey are
aggressively pursuing and rapidly
rodueing, the uncemploymant

MR. FUREY:
Come back and take il Jike a man !

MR. LUSH:

rate  to which  Lthe wmember For
carbonear (Mr. Peach) refers and
they are rapidly atkacking and

making great progress, was 18.6

per canl, Mr. Spaaker. Now, is
that not something to be proud
oflf! The unemploymenkt rate For

Newfoundland and Labrador in 1987
was 18.6 per cenkt.

Now, tkell me, what people in any

other Canadian province would go
about prating, and pratiling, and
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boasling aboult an 18.6 poer cent
unemployment rate?

T appreciate the difficulty hon.
gantleman are +din lLoday, trying Lo
gel up and trying to defend 1he
indefFensible. My . Speaker, Tat
1lhem acknowledge, let them tell
the people of  Newfoundland Fhe
real truth, let them tell the
people of Newfoundland that they
have been a total disaster, that
they have been a total failure!

[ suppose there are saveral
yardslicks or factors by which one
coulcd measure the success of a
gouvearnment , but obuiously the
major criteria hy which one would
measure T he success of a

government has {o he acmployment.
The chief criteria by which a
governmeni: has Lo be appraised and
evaluated in lerms of meeling dls
rasponsibil ity Lo he paoplae,
cartainly has lo be in lerms of
work For dits people.

Mr.  Speaker, using that yardsiick
this government, and T do nol know
which obhers your  can  use, SITRR
using t hal yardstick, this
govaernment has been a bolal and
abysmal fFailure, totally
incompetent, Mr, Speaker, and it
has gone on consistently.

T know that hon. wmembers have done
il Dbefore but I just want to bring
hon. member's akbtenkion Fo  what
has happened with unemployment for
the past seven years. T Fake
seven Yyears because 1980 was
really about the Fkime that Lhe new
administraltion got on their feet.
They came in in 1979. Thal. is khe
new administiration. They wanled
o sauar Lhamselvas From fhe
previous administration and T find
that Funny., fhoy wanted Lo put a
distance hatween them  and the
governmant of  Premior Mooras, buob
consistently, Mr . Speaker, {hey
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tried to associabe bthis parbty with
anolher parly of the 1960s. T
Find  that  so sbtrange, Lhat  they
tiry to distarce themselves,
slither away from, Mr. Speaker, an
administration a lot of them
servaed in. As a matter of fact, T
think it was only here yesterday
on the railway debate somebody
quoted the Premier to indicate

chat he done a Fflip-flop, to
indicate that he has changed his
policy, somahody read the
statement for 1980! They said

For 1980 and fLhen in the right in
the next Dbreath they said, 'How
about.  Churchill Falls? What:  did
you fellows do to Churchill Falls?'

SOMF HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

another indication of
how  they tLry  bto have Lheir cake
and eat i1, too!

I felt like saying, 'How ahout Lhe
radilway conbract of 1888 which was
the biggest giveaway in our
history by a JTory govermnent?'
The railway contract of 1888 was
the biggesl giveaway in the
history of this Province by a Tory
governmeanl:, Tn 1888 they gave the
railway to one wman and made him
richer, bigger, and more powerful
than the government!

Mr. Speaker, T do nobt want to go
back to that. I was just pointing
ot the inconsistency of this
government and it dis in the same
way  they say Lthe statistics lie.
The statistics of 1980, now, I do
not: know i they Tie, but T will
tell vyou what the stabtistics of

1980 WE T 6 when ihe 11618
administralion {ook over., The

uncempltoyment. rate for thatt year of
1980 was 13.3 per cent . Ts that a
Tying shaltisiiic or a val-id
statistic? That was din 1980 when
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they got on their feet.

ITn 1981, ah, this was after Mr.
PeckfFord was going to do great
things, after he was going to
create 40,500, a year Jabter 13.3
per cent din 1980 and 1981 13.9, =&
gain of six btaenths of a per ceni.

Tn 1982, Mr. Speaker, ah, 1982,
lTosing control, 16.8 percent; in
1983, 18.8 percont, escalaiing wll
the {ime and A 1984, 20.5
percaent. T s in thal  yoar,
1984, at the end of thal year Lhal
said, e have Jost the babtible.
We have Jlosl  control. There s
nolhing we can do  abouls il We
have gol no policies to grapple
wilh  bthe Financial amd economic
problems of {Lhis Province. What
can we do?  What can we do?'  They
gave up Lhe battle. "What can we
do to try and give bkhe people the
impression at Jeast we are trying
Lo do something." Twenty poink
five percent, never had a record
of unemployment Tlike that in our
modern history, Mr. Speaker! They
doubled it From the time that bhay
took over in 1972, at that point.

At the end of the year in 1984,

the unemployment. rate was 256
parcani. What did  Lthey do  in
desperation, they decided 1o set
Lp the Royal Commission on

Fmployment and Unemployment, and
at bthe ond of that year when bhey
had 1he, now they Jjusl gave up
aueryihing. They said, "We cannob
do anylhing now, we cannot create
any work bhecauso we wani to Aalal
{he recommendations of the Royal
Commission." They took bhat yaar
off and at 1he end of {hat year,
Mr. Speaker, the unemployment rate
had climbed to 21.3 percent during
Fhat year.

Are these the inaccurate
statistics, or are these the

accurarve ones, Mr, Speaker? Are
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these the one we are playing
wikth?  That s what it was in 1985
the year they set up the Royal
Comnission on Fmployment and
Unemployment, 21.3 percent.

In 1986 she took a little dip of
1.3 percent  and in 1987 Fook
another Jittle dip of 1.4 to now
we  ara  in bthe position wilkh  an

unemployment rate of 18.6
percent . S0, Mr. Speaker, that is
where we are, with an unemployment
rabe of 18.6 percent., .

As the Royal Commission so clearly
stated consistently, Mr. Speaker,
amd  Fhis dis the sad stakiskic, a
sad statistic, dt ds a travesty
Fhat one quarter to one bhird of
our Jlabour force 1ds out of work,
unemployed, people who want Lo
work to hy the way. People who
want Lo work, one quarter to one
third of our labour force 1is out
of work, unemployed alb any one
time . As I am speaking now, there

are at Teast RO, 000
Newfoundlanders out of work,

50,000 Newfoundlanders out of work.

Mr. Speaker, quite obviously the
measure of  any government is  the
degree to which it can find
amployment for ils people. Using
thal measure, this governmenl ds a
cotal and an abysmnal Failurea.
NDemonslirating, Mr. Speaker, L hat
his govarmnent's prograns and
policies have failed. They have
Faci e to oot i he amnploymanl
needs of {his Province. They
v Lad, M. Spaeaker, in a
disaslrous manner. The levels of
unemployment in this Province and
hon. memhers should acknowledge
i, bacausae if thay do nol
acknowledge it, if they do not
recognize tha problem Firsk, they
cannot solve it.

Speaker, they should
it and confess that

So, Mr .
acknowledge
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the rate of unewployment in lhis
Province 1s a travesly, Tt dis a
digastaor! Tt is A mational
disgrace!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has olapsad.

MR. I.USH:
Mr . Speaker, if I could just
conclude on a posikbive note.

MR. SPEAKER:
By-leave, the hon. the member for
Ronauvista North.

MR. 1 USH:
Mr. Speaker, there will be a new

day. Thare will be a pew era.
There ds a group of people over
hera daai iy wiih Pdaeas and
indtiatives and policies, Mr .
Speakaer, o chaiye the
unemployment figure in this
Province  completoly, to  buen ik

around completely.,
T will not be Jong now,

SOMI HON, MIMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. 1he memher for Port au
Portl. .

MR. HODDER:

Mr. Speaker, having 1listened to
speakers on Lhe other side today,
I have not heard one constructive
criticism, or one constructive
idea come from any of the them.
Unemployment, as [T well know, and
as  members din  this House well
know, is a problem we face in bhis
Province The fon . member  who
just sab down said Fhere will come
o day. Rut the people of {1his
Province will not alect that s-ide
of the House. T would say there
is nothing wrong din criticizing in
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part-iunenitary government, hut  we
have had Lhree members stand up on
thalt side btoday and use Lthe same
statistics over and over again,
wei -h not: one constructive
criticism concerning unemployment
in  this  Province. Mr .,  Speaker,
this is a common problem to all of
s . Tt is sowmething that has been
a common problem to Newfoundland
For more years than we can think
of, and if members want to point a
Finger and say you on that side of
the House are responsible, just
put us in and we will do the job
for you, then, Mr, Speaker, I
Fhink members on that side of the
House had better do some thinking
over Lhe Summer. Of course, they
will not Jast the Summer, they
will be gone before Suwmner is over.

S0MFE_HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HODDER:

M. Speakaer, the fype of speeches
that we have heard on Lhis very
importanit problen here foday - it
is a problem, and everyone on Llhis
side of Lhe House realizes that ik
is a problem, no one more than I.
[ represent, 1T suppose, a district
which has one of the highest

unamploymenl: rates in ILhe
Province. It does not have the

highest wunemployment rate in the
Province, as 1 have heard some
members opposite say, bub it does
have one of the highest
unemployment rates.

MR. W. CARTER:
Sixty per cent?

MR. HODDER:

There were times 1in the past when
I used that figure, 60 per cent,
back in 1975, U would suggest to
the hon. member that 60 per cent
wonld he very, very high +4F he
were Lo do an unemployment rate -in
the area al thoe present time, Yo
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must  remember, Mr. Speaker, that
if you Jook at the community of
Kippens and if you look at &he
community of Port au Port Fast, to
start, you will find kthat there is
a lot of employment in those

comnunities. rhere are some small
communities on Lhe Port au Port
Peninsula, S ONe particular

communities where unemploymeni s
a vaery bad problem, aml our youlh
unemployment is very bad as well.

Mr. Speaker, T do not want to
spand  the whole afternoon heing
political, but T will say, as T
have said boefore, that if whalb we
have seen here today s the sum
botal ol what hon. gonilemnan
oppositle would do about
unemploymment  in the Province, than
T would listen with interest.
There are obthaer prouvines in Canada
who are 1irying Lo do something
abont unemployment, and this side
of the House, Lhis government, has
bried to do something about 1k as
well . We do look at what is
happening in other jurisdictions
and we have Jlooked at what is
happening in places Tike Wales,
and Cape Rreton, and other areas,
and this government c¢an hold ity
head very high as to the measures
it has taken to oUarcome
urtemployment. . There are areas of
all countries, whole large regions
of countries; aven wilh the
aconomic prosperily Lhat is
happening in Rritain at the
present.  Fime bthere are areas of
Rritain as large as Newfoundland
strugyling wibkh very, very high
unemployment . TH is & very
i Fricult problem. o, in
Newloundland, have always had the
prooblam.

Yon. members opposite  know thak
regardless of 1he party in power
in  Canada, because 1T was here
under a Liberal Government and I
made representation to a liberal
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sovernment while T was a Liberal
to try to get something done about
the problems of Port au Pork. And
auen if the NDP forms the
Govermnent of Canada, we will have
problems because we are an area of
the country that s sometimes on
the tail end of economic policy
For the counkry.

ook at rceland. last year
Newfoundland was the largesl
prodicor ol Tump  rosa in Lhe
world. The Tcelanders were
savond Rt as a nation they can
adjust Lheir currency with {he
Gerinain market so khat Fhey can getr
Lheir lump roe dinto the German

market  cheaper ihan we  can, Rut
Newf oundland, with a federal
government, cannol axpecl, and T

am nol an antifederalist, the
federal government to adjust all.
and we have the same problems with
the French off our shores, and we
have the same problems with our
cod stocks.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, there are more
problems associated with 1t than
just to bhe able to geb up and say
the unemployment statistic was
Fhis and the unemp loyment:
statistic was that. It is a
problem, and when member oppos ite
speak T would like to hearr them
addrass +the problem and nok just
throw criticism across the floor.
Mr. Speaker, it is brue Ihat  the
employment figures are up in this
Province. [ owmean, the thing has
heen thrown back and forth. It is
not worth talking about.

Mr, Speaker, I wonld just like to
talk about Port au Porl for a
while. ( would Tike hon. members
to stand here in lheir places when
Lhey speak again, aspacially Lthe
member who follows me, because the
developnent skrategies for areas
like BRay d'Espoir or areas like
Port au Port are strategies whiech
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can  he nsad and transversed (rom
area to area. Rut, Mr. Speaker, T
did hear one of the hon. mombers,
T think it was the membetr for Si.
Rarhe, sort.  of  bthrow something
hack al me and say, well, Lhe only
way  bthe hon. member knows how fo
solue the problem i8 through
pavemant. .

Mr. Speaker, pavemenl for pavement
sake, pavemant becaudse  you arae
paving somebody's driveway, I
would say that s political, Buk
pavement to promote tourism, roads
Lo promobte Lourism, bthat is quite
a different thing. Mr. Speaker, I
was to ablkend

AN HON. MFMBER:
What about roads -

MR. HODDFR:
TF Lhe member would lalt me speak.
Tomorrow evening T was Lo attend a

meed ing ol minislars i Noua
Scotia -~ which has been cancelled

concarning devaolaopment of
tourism for the ANcadian areas of
he Atlantic Provinces, Wnero

slralegies are being put din place
o bring  the touisiana, bhhe Naw
Fingland, the Quebec and the French

market to bthe Acadian arsas. And
Port “u Port, thanks Lo the

efforts  of  this  government, has
been put high on Lhe agenda of the
Acadians .

Nows, M. Speaker, if you Say
pavement for pavement sake, sure.
But, Mr . Speaker, the

recommendations of the Society of
Acadians are that the road From
Cape St. George to Mainland should
he built., (s makes economic
sense. Tt is something that was
brought Forward in the Uebel
Report, which was done on Bay St.
George under a  Faederal liberal
Government . It wa s a federal
study which recomnanded a hoeritage
trail, and 4t recommended Ethat as
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being a key Tink as Far as btourisn
is concerned,

MR. FURFEY:
Would  the  hon.
question?

mambhar  permit  a
MR. HODDFR:
Sure.,

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. bthe member for St

BRarhe.

MR. FUREY:

Could the hon. member tell us if

the rourtism Factor was SO
important in Port au Port,
particularly For l.es

Terre-Neuuviens Francais, why din
1980 to 198% did that Minister of
Transportation spent $50 million
in Sk, George's and only $70,000
for the same time period in Port
aun Port?

MR. HODDFER:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The  hon,  the member  For Port  au
Port .

MR. HODDER:
Thal: is A Fypical political
question. I am sorry T yielded
Lhe Floor. I will tell the member
the Francophone themselves, as the
hon. maimper knows , lLes
Terre-Neuviens Francais 1in Cape
56, George has  been strong for
quite some time, but la Heritage
du Ta Rouge in Mainland was not
and now we have the the French at
L'anse aux Canard. There is a new
French school going there. In the
past Four or five years the French
groups have come together. We
have a very good person here in
Newfoundland I work with very

closely, Mr . Pau’l Charbonneau.
That gentleman has been very, very
ffor I he Francophones in

Newfoundland and 1t was only last
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year or the year before Jast that
a skudy was commissioned. T am
off the topic, Mr. Speaker, but a
study Was commissioned by Fhe
Francophones of Newfoundland, in
conjunckion with Fhe Acadian
Society, and there are some very
good things happening.

Rui, My, Speaker, somelings
infrastructure, sometimes paving,
somelimes Fhings like the proposed
road across lLhe Cape, which I hope
some day and [ ask iy own side and
point it out, will come to pass.

SOMIE HON. MFMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR, HODDFR:

Mr . Spoeaker, thare Are othar
things. T heard a member a few
minubes  ago  talk about  talking
people off  welfare and putting
them aon UTC. Mr . Spoeaker, bthat is
the Opposilion's conception of
what G happening  with social
services around {he Province.

T would 1like bto tell them what Ls
happening on the Port au Port

Peninsula. I will tell then what
happened to me just a couple of
weeks ago. T attended a

graduation of a group of people
who are on social services who had
been to the Ray St. George
Comnunity College For twenhy weeks
Jearning Lo work witlh heavy
equipment, Tlearning bo be oilars
and service station attendants,
some of lLhose people arce working
now @ couple of months later for
the First time in their lives abt a
responsible  job other than 1hat
Lype of job. They i  Tife
akills, 1hey did the safely
cCourseas, they  did  some  Titeracy
work and they had twenty weeks,
They wer e social seryice
recipients, but they had twenty
weaks work
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There is another one which s
going ahead at the present time,
just announced the other day,
heing aimed at the Lower Cove
mine. These people are doing a
course, and this will be a twenty
week course with social assistant
recipients to be quarry workers.
Mr. Speaker, the Bay St. George
Comnunity College, and T give them
tribute, will develop a gquarry on
Fhedir own property and teach these
people blasting methods. These
are people are social assistanks,
Mr. Speaker, and the Opposition
says Fake them off social services
and put Lhem on UTC. They will be
fraining for twoniy weeks .

Now, Mr. Speaker, if that is not a
govermmani  btrying Lo do what  they
can to cure unemployment, because
I do nob Ethink any member, and T
did nol hear it yet {rom anybody,
Fihvat any naeber  in Lthis House of
fissembly would ever say anything
about Lhis s batement, Fhat
education is the best method of
curing unemployment. Thai sort ofF
thing has happened.

T would also +ell wembers opposite

MR. FUREY:
(Tnaudible) lives.

MR. HODDER:

Oh, the hon. gentleman Jaughs at
Fhat Mr . Speakar, he  has a
fairly affluent district. I do
not think he will ever have the
chance to grapple with the problem.

MR. SIMMS:
Pt that in your pipe and smoke i,

MR, MODDER:

Mr. Speaker, one of {ihe problems
we have found in the Port au Pork
area, and as the member alluded
Lo, hub when members allude to
this, they always do it with scorn
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on this side of 1he House. Rut
one of the problems we have Fouid
s youth unemployment. We do have
the highest youth unemploymmant cin
the Province.

MR, FUREY:
Tn {he country.

MR. HODDFR:

Tt condd bo in the country, but T
will  tell the  hon. member  he
should Took al the figures,

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Imaudible) .

MR. HODDFR:
No, T wmean without shouting back

and forth and making his
comments, Tt is nolt enough ko say
you have Lhe highest youth
unemployinent rate, The youth

problem can be looked after in
Port au Portk. That s sometkhing
that T truly believe.

1f the hon. member would fake 1he
troubla sometime o Jook  al bhe
unemployment figures amongst the
youth and Jook at the statistics
of lhe youth across the Province,
in Port Atl Port Lhao youih
population that 18 ages sixteen
to, and bthere are reasons For bhat
too lhat could be criticized, but
it s @ faclk, between sixbtoen and
twenty two  or lwenty-three years
old, arae much Tlower than the rest
of {he Province.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that moves
are being macle . While the
percenlage of youth wunemployment
is high, the number of people
altogether ids better, 1if the hon
member understands.

Now, Mr. Speaker, abt the present
time we are trying to do something
aboul  youth unemployment in Port
au Paortl.
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MR. FURFY:
They have all Teft Port au Port
for the mainland.

MR. HODDFER:

Some  of them have gone  away,
othars havao gone into
Stephenville, Stephenville has a
very high youlh component . Would
the hon. memper  would let me
Finish my speach?

Mr.  Speaker, at tha present Lime
trying to tackle the youth
unemploymant. in  the area, one of
the things we have found is Lhere
are an  awrul  lot of high school
drop outs. As a matter of fact,
the Port  au Port R.C. Schoaol
Board, which 1is the wmajor school
board in the area, Found the drop
out rate was somewhere between 60
percentt Lo 70 percent from the
time they left kindergarten.

Mr . Speaker, we have now
implamentaed a  progran wilh  the
help of the federal government
callad a work orientation progran,
the first phase came dinto being
Tasi  yoear, Thae projact was very
successful, as a matter of fact,
jusit abont 7% porcent successfnl.
This year the projecl has bheen
Fundad again, and 7 hon. nembers
would like 1o check the figures
with  Lhe Port aun Port Davelopment
Association, they will find it was
very, very successful  Tlast  year,
and on the basis of that success
in counselling during the Sumner
and during the Winter young people
who had dropped ouk, 75 percent of
those people counselled went back
to school. Again this year, that
program will be funded on a much,
much  larger scale, Mr., Speaker,
and that is the sort of thing we
are trying to do.

There are a Tlot of problems. One

of the things that I have found,
Mr. Speaker, is akbditude. L am a
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Frue believer, if T had iy way,
there would never he another work
projeact, as known in social
cervices again because Lhis hon.
gentleman Feels 1f you have bo put

people on ten
weeks, Ehal ten
weeks should be
Speaker. With
Flexible training

weeks or twenty
weeks or  bwenty
educational, Mr.
Lhe Lype al
institutions we

hauve developed ACross the
Province, these institutions have
shown they are very willing and

very able 1o be able to do this.

Mr. Speaker, at the present {ume
Fhaere is probably more
unemployment din Lhe district Lhan
Fhere oauver has boen belorae. The

which T had
wi bh, which T
its  dncepluaon,

first project
some thing o do
worked with from
partly by Tock, bok the [irsi new
initdalive dn the district  thatl
his  Faken place since, T believe,
1906, s happening there,

has had
which s
itself,

tChat  we

The 1ower Cove mine
$30 million invested,
S0 dmportant in
Speakar, The Facth
Timestone gquarry which
aggregabes for Lhe
market. The produce 1s
there as 1t can be and
refine that type of

some
not
Mr .
haua &
makes
American
as refined
you cannok
product

anymore anyhow, but that is not
the +thing that excites me about

that.

Mr. Speaker, T, too, have hope,
and while you try to work and try
o provide btraining for  as many
people as possible, at the same

Fime, oiher
things.
A small
| hrant

ostablishad in

you do  hope For
One of my hopes, perhaps
one, has come Lo pass N
there is a new indusiry lo be
that area,

wi 1T be
ancd the
hrough

whar
industry
prouvidead

Mr . Spaakar, a
provided Tor that
whart will  be
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govermnent  funds. Thare
funds for the company, but
infrastructure, Lhe wharf.

are  no
for the

Mr Speakar, the Port au Port

Peninsula is the largest and
biggest block of Tlimestone on the

Fastern Seaboard of Canada, or the
United States. We are as close Lo
it as Africa 1is, or Scotland is,

where ships Are
Scotland and
and Teaving
bringing

matarials to

MO leaving
sailing into Houston,
Africa and Spain and
the same type of
the Fastern Seaboard
of Lhe United States. We have a
very, very good material and it is
my hope that wharf will be the key
which nnlocks thae doors.

Mr Fhasa Fhings that

Speaker, are

happen by themselves, except Lhat
T have Laken it upon myself ko
make sure that a Jist of every
skill raequired in  that operabion
goes to Lhe Ray St George

will he
the area,

College ancl
so people 1in

Commnuniiy
advertised

hefore the opaeralbion starlks up,
will know what skills they will
neecd . TF there are people in the
area who have skills which are
needead in Lhat particular

type of Jjob, they
chance Lo upgrade
the people in the
able Lo avail
rather than

construction
will be given a
themselves so

area will he
themselves of the jobs

have people come 1in From outside,
because this is a high
unemploymenl area of the Province.

ft is not an easy btask. T would
like to hear some members opposite
give their view as Lo how we can
overcome this particular problem.

[t is nob onough to stand up and
say the government 1is Lthis, and
tho gouernmai is Fhal, the
unemployment rale is this, and the

unemployment rate is bhal,

I suppose Margaret Thabtcher, Lhe
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Prime Minister of Great Britain,
was the first Prime Minister of
Aritain ever to win a bthird tern.
I you go {o Wales where the coal
mines  have been  shub down, and
when  you go to various areas of
the  couniry, btherae are problems,
but they are problems 1hat are

specific to  those areas of the
country. Sometimes we have areas
of his cotnlbery wihi ch Ao
somel lving Tike Toranl o, uhere

things arae booming, or somelhing
Tike Alberta, where Lhings are
pooming .

Mr. Speaker, this arca can boom
too., We lave Jots of ddeas on
this side ofF the House. T+ s nok
always easy to get where you are
going bhut ifF we were going ko keep
this decrepit railway forever
more, and Follow some of the +dideas
that the hon. gentlemen opposite
have been espousing bthe Tlask Few
days, I do not think that we would
be gelblting very far ahead at all.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. membaer's time has elapsaed,

SOME HON ., MEMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS :
Mr . Spealker.

MR, SPFAKFR:
The hon. ©the anember for Forbune
Hermilage.

SOMF. HON. MIMRFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, the last few minutes
have been a very rare Lreat. T
see lhe gentleman for Port au Port
(Mr. Hodder) Teave the chanber.
That 1s his right but I hope he
does nok leave the space in which
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he can  hear whalb T have Lo say
because I have a couple of things
Lo say aboulb him.

T ramaembor vary Fondly, My,
Speaker, another time. I believe
avaryhody in Lhis Chamber has very
fond memories of their association
with the gqgaptleman  {for  Port  au
Port . I remember when we were
poliiical kiissing cousing. e
fished togelher on the Serpentine
River, woe  played bFiddTywinks at
Strawhernry Hill, we euen sat
around and cogibtated the Fubure of
the Liberal Party at the Airport
Tnn one night.,  We thought back in
1979, and like any party in
opposilion, Tlike the Tories when
they were in opposition, 1like the
Federal Tories when kthey were in
opposition, we tend to go through
our leaders nore quickly than 1if
the party dis in government. That
is axiomatic to  khe nature of
parliamentary democracy.

Mr. Speaker, 1in 1979, we had &
leader, Mr. Bi17 Rowe, who was in
the process of stepping down and
we ware anxions to do

MR. STMMS:
What has Fhis o do with the

unemploymenl resolution?

MR. STMMONS:

Oh, this bhears very directly on
Lhe amployment.  situalion - M,
Speaker, we were anxious 1o do the
rightt thing  att Lhalt Lime and  so
the gentleman for Port au Port
(Mr. Hoddaer) and T sal around and
we cogilated and we looked at all
the allernalbives. We talked about
the late Don Jamieson, we talked
about so many people. Then my
good friend from -

MR. PEACH:
Clyde Wells?

MR. STMMONS:
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Yaes, we balked about Clyde Wells,

thal s right. He was one of @&
number of parople who e re
mentioned at thal time. But. it

was wy good Ffriend from Port au
Por{ (Mr. Hodder) who had the idea
Fhat broke bhe deadlock. We  had
been 1in the room a number of hours
talking about possibilities. Then
he, having put forth his
particular solution Lo the
problem, not only did that, hut
volunteered *to leave the room and
acl on the solution. So he went
out, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
group Lo pursue his own idea to
call the man whom he felt would
make the best leader of the
liberal Party and, of colrse, A
Few minules later, he was talking
to Clyde Wells.

SOME HHON. MEMRFRS
Hear, hear!

MR, STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, T cay lo my cousin
For Grand Falls (Me. Simms) and my
friend for Port au Port that ihis
has everything to do wibh Fha
resolution, because my friend for
Port au Port threw oub a challaenge
lhat the next speaker -

MR. HODDER:
Oon a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

The hon. the nember Ffor Port au
Port.

MR. HODDER:
Mr . Speaker, the hon. member's
VRREIN of hisbory is quita
inaccurale.

MR. STIMMONS:
NoO .

MR. HODDFR:
T woutd just Tike +o poink  oul
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Fhatv Ehe btruth of the matber

MR. STMMONS:
Did you call Clyde that time?

MR. HODDER:
Yas, T did.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HODDER:
Ault T want o fell you what
happened, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I got a call back,
hut  the only thing was abt that
time, the minister of -

AN HON. MFMBER:
Was he going to come?

MR. HODDER:

Yas, he was going to comae. He was
going to be crowned, Mr. Speaker.
e said yaos, T oawi take it
over . " T said, "Well, Clyde, you

hauvao i problaem hecausae My,
Jamieson is coming back." "Oh,
oh," he said, "okay, okay, in khat

case I will not go." That is the
Lrubh,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
There 1is no point of order.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage,

MR. SIMMONS:

Nao, Mr . Speaker, no  point of
order, but a delightful dnsight
into anobher tine.

Mr. Speaker, T took a moment o
recall that time in 1979 for two
reasons: One, because I wanted to
draw @ conbtrast to the bubbliness,
the enlhusiasm, the purpose that
Fhat wmembor had in 1979 whare you
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could not keep him in the room.
He was rushing out of the room to
get on with the job to call the
next Jleader {o get on with the job.

MR. TULK:
He was like 1hal a&ll while he was
here.

MR. SIMMONS:

Pid  you see  him today? Not &
shadow of his Former self, a man
whose heart ds not din 9t, and a
man who is no Tonger talking from
the gut . e fumbles wilh Port{ au
Part (Mr. Hoddaer) Like 11 s sowe
Tar distant land he has seen on

the map.

SOME HON. MFEMRBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS:

Mr . Speaker, he asked for a
solukion. Mr . Speaker, the
solution he asked for -

MR. TOBTN:
The solution 1s not to close the
banks on the South Coast, like you

Lried to do.

MR. STMMONS .
Oh, there is Colonel Quick's buddy
MO .

SOMFE HON. MFMRBREFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR, STMMONS:

M Speaker, the solution is
bwofold, one to go back to  bLhe
original ddea the gentleman had in
1979, to anake bthis man premior of
the Province. That dis the first
part..

SOME HON. MFEMRFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:
The second part -
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DR. COLLTINS:
As soon as he gets a few policies
that have any validity (inaudible).

MR. TULK:
Oh, they are there "Johnnie',

MR. STMMONS:

The second part, Mr. Speaker, s
to have a wmoembor olascted in Pork
au  Port who will know where to
rind the place,

MR. STMMS:
Have vyou been down to Fortune
Hermitage lately?

MR. STMMONS:

Yes, T idndeed, not since Sunday,
mind  you, not  since Sunday, and
for that T apologize abjectly, bhut

MR. SIMMS:

According o the people down
there, that 1is probably the first
Lime you have been bhere for quite
a while.

MR. STMMONS:
Well, Oh, oh!
have the dalas?

Would you 1ike to

MR. STMMS:
Yas, Tove to.

MR, STMMONS:
Last Sonday, Saturday prior, that
is eighl days, by the way. Sunday
prior, that is anobther six days
back. Three times in eighteen
days .  Notbt bad!  Nob bad!

MR. K. AYILWARD:
You do a gouod job.

MR. STMMONS:
Fhe batiber the day, the betber the
deed.

Mr. Speaker, the member for Port

au Port says, "What are the
solutions?! f T were g¢given a
No. 61 R3493



Tittle time over bthere, T am sure
my cousin {rom Grand Falls, who is
concerned, might hear something,

Mr . Speaker, [ submit ko the
gentleman from Port au Port he
really does nobk  fathom what the
process s all about. He gets all
uptight because we criticize. OF
course, we criticize. When we see
here the blatant Falsehoods that
are spit out by this government
where, on the one hand, we are
told unemployment  is done and
where, on the other hand, we pick
up Lheir own report and we are
told in Lhe +three-monkth period,
January Lo March, it dis up.

My . Speaker, we have ar
obligation, when we see this trite
Tast yeaar, the  jobs, fha  Tioes
coptained in thal ad, when we see
what tha  oditorials are  saying
about {he M™inister of Finance's
view of reality in terws of  ine
Jobhless, when we see this, we have
an obligation to say, "People or
Newf oundland  and Fabrador, wihat
they say is  not necessarily  the
trulh. "  We have an obligation 1o
tell  Lhem bthe way it is o and  we
intend to do it

T, Mr. Speaker, I am not as well
preparad today as T usually am For
my speeches, it 1s because I spent
most of the day on the phone
responding to people in Port aux
Basques, who have got, Mr .
Speaker, a very distorted view of
reality, people who are nok Tooked
after in this particular agreement
we have been talking about the
Jasl couple of days, the Marine
Arlantic people, who Wenre
Titerally hung out to dry.

Sa, the people of Neuwfonndland,
Mr. Speaker, have come to realize
Fhe pealiby this governmeni balks
about s not necessarily reality.
rhat  is the First half of the
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Progran.

The second part of  our response,
Mr-. Speaker, 1s to lay out a aat
of albernatives, as the gentlaman
from Port au Port so rightly

SAays . [ want him to know, and T
want this whole House to know, we
hauve our sel of alternatives
ready . Call the election and we
w1 giuve Lhe people the

alternative to this mess,

Mr. Speaker, I watched a moment
ago

MR. J. CARTER:

Lame ducks (dinaudible).

MR. STMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, he is not in his ouwn
seal. e is going lo hurt his
brain if he keeps in that position
mich Tonger.

M. Spaakaer, 1 he botvom line
surely is we have in this counlry -

MR. 1. CARTFR:
(Thnaudible).

MR. STMMONS:

Tt ds not Ffunny, I say to the
gentleman from St John's Nortn,
that there are 21 per cent of the
people under the poverty Tline, a
number that has dincreased since

this governmenk Fook over, a
government he supports, Mr .
Speaker. Tk is not funny. Ik 1is

not at all amusing, I say to him,
that 28 per cent of our people
drew unemployment insurance last
yaar. That 1is the Tlegacy! Four
times the national average!

MR. J. CARTER:
False Figures,

MR, SIMMONS:

Mol false Figures, no, the
government's own figures, national
Fignraes
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MR. J. CARTER:
You are playing with the figures.

MR. SIMMONS:

That ds not funny, Mr. Speaker.
Ik is convenient for the member to
Ltalk about playing with figures.
e facts are 28 per cenl of our
people drew unemployment insurance
last year. I see the wmember for
Ferryland wants to gel back 1o
Florida,

T will move the adjournment of 1he
dabalo.

MR. SPFAKIR (McNicholas):
The llouse stands adjourned until
2:00 p.m. tomorrow.
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