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The House met at 2:00 p.m,

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PFCKFORD:

Mr . Speaker, 1 rise today 1o
address the issue of new

legislation respecling Conifliclh of
Interest For members of this hon.
House and the FExeculive Council of
our Province.,

Tn the Speech from the Throne
delivered by the Hon. James A,
McGrath, Lieutenant-Governor of
Newfoundland, at the opening of
this session, a tribunal to review
the Conflict of Interest: Rules

pertaining to ministers and
members of the House of Assembly
was announced. The purpose of

this tribunal's review was to
ensure that Conflict of Interest
Rules were as comprehensive and
effective as 1is possible so that
the expectations of our eleclorate
that politicians meet the highest
ethical standards of behaviour
would be met.

This tribunal, in close
consultation with the Office of
the Legislative Counsel,

Deparktment of Justice, and other
officials, have prepared a draft
Conflict of TInterest Act Lo govern
members of the Assembly as well as
ministers in the exercise of thelir
duties. Further work 1s ongoing
to address Lthe rules for c¢ivil
servants and members of
government's many agencilaes and
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boards.

Mr. Spcaker, we are all aware of
the sordid excesses of high
officials of the government and
members of this Assembly din former
times. Some of the worst of these
abuses were detailed by the Hon.

fFabian O'Dea, former
Lieutenant-Governor of
Newfoundland, in his 1972 Royal
Commission Inquiry into the
leasing of premises for the use of
the Newfoundland Liquor
Commission. These repugnant

examples serve well to remind us
of  the consequences which  occur
when individuals place their
personal interests ahsad of  that
of the public. So that the record
s clear on this, 1 add that Uthe
hon. Leader of the Opposition was
one of Lhose who in this House
vigourously pursued these matters.

With the change of administration
in 1972, the new government
introduced legislation respecting
ConfFlict of Interest. A first of
its kind, of course, in our
Province, done after the Leader of
the Opposition's Party Jlost the
government . This legislation was
a fundamental departure for the
Newfoundland Legislature, and a
first for any Canadian government
at the Utime.

e underlying premise of the
rules was that public disclosure
of interests would provide the
best protection and assurance of
high ethical standards. It is
fair to say that in dits time the
fick was an advanced, comprehensive
piece of 1legislation, which has
sarved thae people of Lhis Province
well over the years,
notwithsbanding soOme Timitations
in its application.

These limitations my
adminisltration sought Lo address
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by way of legislative amendments
and regulations to govern the
standard of behaviour of
ministers, and of civil serwvants,
introduced after my assumplion of
office as Premier, I believe that
those wmodificalbions improved {he
functioning of the Act, and
provided a c¢lear and {dirm wmodel
for +the type of bhehaviour which
tLhe Governmani: sought  and ‘indeed
demanded from ministers, MHAs and
civil sarvanis.,

Mr. Speaker, we have now had six
years of experience since the last
major review of the Conflict of
Interest legislabtion, and Lhe
numerous acrimonious exchanges
heard in this House over this past
session on the topic serve as
evidence of the need to clearly
re—-affirm our collective
commitment to total honesty and
integrity.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

We nusl  strive to  ensure Lthat
justice 1s not only done, but is
seen Lo ba done. I helicve that
the people of +this Province want
and deserve a realfirmation Lhat
our system of government 1s as
Fair, unkbiased, and uncorruptaed as
is humanly possible to achieve,
that: s above suspilcion. The
draft Act which I table here in
tthe House today achieues Lhat
reaf firmation.

The bill now being laid before the
House applies to members, both of
this Assembly and the Executive

Council, and establishes a
standard of behaviour of which the
peaple of Newfoundland and
Labrador may be justly proud. It
prohibits the furthering of
personal interests through the

exercise of the prerequisites of
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power, the use of insider
knowledge, influence or prestige
of the membership of this Assembly
or of the office of a member of
the FExecutive Council. It, by way
of example, limits the right to
contiract with or henefit From
governmant for members of the
Fxecutive Council, spousaes, minor

children and private companies,
axcept in  situations which are
independently assessed to bhe

complaetaely fair.

One criticism that has been levied
upon the existing system 1s that
it places too great a burden upon
me  as  Premier to adijudicate the
actions of my fellow ministers.

While I helieve that I hauve
applied to Ehis task such

dispassionate evaluation as I c¢an
bring to bear, there will always
be those who will perceive that my
vuision is tempered by a too close
association with my colleagues.

To avoid these criticisms the BRill
provides for ithe establishment of
an Office of Commnissioner. This
individual will be an officer of
this House of Assembly -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

— fully dindependent of government,
under Lhe sole authorilty of tiris
House . Each member of the House
shall be required -  nol  just
members of the Executive Council -
o fully disclose all assets and
all interests to the

Commissioner, who shall then
ensure that an adequate public
disclosure statement 1s prepared,

SO that Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians can have confidence
in these statements. More
importantly, the Commissioner

shall have the duty, and right, to
undertake whatever investigations
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and inquiries as are necessary
into any allegation of Conflict of
Interesl, and repori to Lthe House
of Assembly or report to the
Executive Council as appropriate.
Any member who wishes the guidance
of the Commissioner may seek Lthat
guidance in advance of any
undertaking, and dindeed, as I have
already noted, such investigations
by the Commissioner will bhe
mandatory before any member of the
Executive Council receives any
benefit from government. Where
the Commissioner dinvestigaltes the
hehaviour of any member of this
House, e Comnissionenr may
recommend 1in a report that the
member be reprimanded or even that
the member's seat he declared
vacani, and it shall then bhe khe
duly of this House to consider the
Commissioner's reporl, and ordepr
the imposition of the
racomnencdal.ion or make such other
orders as are appropriate.

Mr . Speaker, I have a deeply held
personal comnitment Lo Lhese
principles of honesty and
integrity in government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

I feel that the draft legislation
serves those ends, but I am far
from inflexible on the technical
aspects of the approach to be
taken. While I feel that +this
legislation is amongst the best in
Canada, after review for the last
three or four months, I am willing
to consider proposals for
amendiment so bthat it even beltler
serves the people of this
Province. And baecause, of coursa,
members of the Opposition and some
membhers here on our side have not
had an opportunity to see this, I
therefoire table this Jlegislalion
with the House today and move that
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$he draft be referred to a Select
Committee of this House for
evaluation, e that Lhe
legislation may be available for
passage in final form, hopefully
with the unanimous approval of the
House, at the opening of the next
session of this Legislature.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

SOME _HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

You will have o  tell who s
paying.

MR. WELLS:

My, Speaker, nobtwilhstanding the
stupid remarks you are hearing

from +he ond of Lhe House down
there, I would 1like to have a few
minutes quiei just Lo express our
position with respect Lo these
proposals.

Mr. Speaker, I have not had the
opportunity to review the
legislation, so I can only respond
to what T have just heard. I soaw
this sheet two or three minutes
agao, as I walked into the House.
Had I been given an opportunity
beforehand T would have been more
fully versed in it and could have
more Fully dealt with 1t. I
expect I will, within the next day
ar two, if on review 1t warrants
further comment, make further
comnent al: that Utime.

i.et: me say, Mr. S$Speaker, at once,
with respect to what 1s on the
first page, so Uthat Gbthere 1iIs no
doubt about what the hon. the
Premiar meant by his comnent, 'So
that the record ds clear..., I
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add that the hon. Leader of the
Opposition was one of those who in

this House vigorously pursued
these matters, ' what he was
talking about was vigorously

pursued opposibtion Lo a member of
the House or a member of the
Cabinet receiving a benefll from

government. That, I am sure, he
wi 11 aftfirm; nol: Lhadt: I Was
vigorously pursuing a benefit
mysael{,

It he hon . Promiar WaS

referring to is Lthat 1t was my
questions asked from Lthis side of
the House of government that led
Lo the inquiry. That is what he
is speaking about.

Anyway, Mr, Speaker, [ welcome
this proposal. On a quick brush
through it, in two or three
minutes, and on the basis of the
Premier's comments, the drafl Act
appears to be what 1s necessary.
I have a particular concern that I
would not want the existence of
Lhe Office of  Commissioner Lo
diminish the Premier's personal
responsibility Ffor the Hintegrity
and propriety of +the actions of
members of the Cabinet.

The OfFf+ice of Commissioner 1s a
good one in some of the uses which
T quickly see here, bul it cannot
be used as a means of whitewashing
A situation or rel icuing he
Premier of his responsibility to
ensure that an offending Cabinet
Minister dis forthwith relieved of
his responsibility. S50 khat is a
concern that I have, that ¢that
Office of Comnissioner not he used
for that purpose, Mr. Speaker.

The other thing I would say, Mr.
Speaker, 1s that the concepl of

disclosing every single asset
owned, cash money 1inc¢luded, to the
Commissioner is a good one. It is

a proper way to deal with it and I
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have no hesitation in endorsing it.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Yes, the sources of funds and
paymaster. Why did you not do it?

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

It dis an dmproper statement for
the Premiar Lo make Lo asay, "Why
did you not do 1t?" because 1l was
donea . I ois clear, Fhe Praemier's
statements are completely wrong.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Why did youl not: disclose all
assets a few weeks ago when it was
an issue?

MR. WELLS:

There was no Commissioner. ¥

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. WELLS:

I think it is a good ddea to have
a Commissioner and Lo require full
asset disclosure, and let us see
that the Tlegislation, if and when
it dis passed, will have that
provision.

Now, My, Speakar, e Ffinal
comment that I wish to make with
respect to it dis  thatl i no

circumstances should a
Commissionar approve of any member
of the Executive Council
benef iiling from dealing with
government., Under no
circumstances should a membher of
the Executive Council ever benefit
from dealing with government. And
the Office of Commissioner should
not he used to whitewash any such
dealings. So that provision, Mr.
Speaker, should not be there if it
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is intended {fhat that would allow
members of +the Executive Council
to continue {0 deal wi h
government.

Subject to reviewing it, Mr .
Speakar, and making further
comments when the occasion

permits, the thrust of it appears
to be generally good.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWTCK:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell you how
pleased T am 1.0 see this
legislation here.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. IENWICK:

We have in the Tlasi fhree or four
years, since I have bheen a member
of this House, upon occasions had

MR. BARRETT:
You have nothing to compare, not
evuen a policy.

MR. FENWTICK:
Well, I have an
declare anyway.

overdraft to

We have on many different
occasions, Mr. Speaker, complained
about the inadequacy of Lhe

Conflict of Interest Guidelines.
We pointed to several problemns
with them, but .in my opinion the
most damaging deficiency was the
lack of an independent judge of
whether or nots a Conflicl of
Interest situation exists. The
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establishment. of a Commissioner i
going to go a long way toward
making this a Lribunal type o
organization rather than a
polilical kind of operation, and
that din ditself d1s a tremendous
jinprovement: over whal we had

before.

S
S

£
I

It is, however, Mr. Speaker, only
half of cleaning up the political
process. Without an Elections
Act, without good disclosure of
where the $50,000 the Leader of
the Opposition 1s getlbting comes
from, without that legislation --

SOME HON., MEMBERSG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

No .

— and, of course, Mr. Speaker, the
$6,000 or $7.,000 thal the Premier
is also getting from his party,
without the JTegislation to divulge
that particular part of the whole
political procass, Lt is
considerably deficient in terms of
what il should accomplish.

What I am going to suggest to the
Premier is his: Since he is
asking for a Select Committee to
evenltually report back at the
start of the next session, and
since the previous Elections Act
that came back three or four years
ago 1is c¢learly not satisfactory,
would he at the same time refer
that piece oF legislation to the
same committee and have them bring
hack an Flections Ack that can
clean up the rest of the process
at the same time. Otherwise, Mr.
Speaker, it is a great initiative,
we supporlt 1it, but we think it
should go all the way.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker.

N

<
%
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MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of
Transportation.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, near!

MR. DOYLF:

Mr . Speaker, I am pleased to
announce Lo the hon. Housae of

Assembhly today a list of six
projects wvalued at $2,414,000 for
which contracts are being awarded
by wmy department. under the $40
million Provincial Capital Roads
Praogram,

SOME HON. MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:

The projects are as follows:
Project 28, awarded to Baker's
Paving Limited for recapping
approximately 2.8 kilometers of
Route # 3, Grenfell Heights
Extension. Total wvalue of the
project is $290,482. The

scheduled completion date 1s the
end of September, 1988.

Project No. 28 has been awarded to

Shannon Construction Ltd. for
upgrading and paving of Route 3,
Norris Arm North Road Firom

junction of Route 1, Trans-Canada
Highway, Lo the beginning of the

existing pavement, 5.5
kilomelers. Total wvalue of the
project is $497,108. The
scheduled cempleaetion date is

September 30, 1988.

Projeckt No. 288 hs been awarded
to Trident Construction for the
construction of a prestressed
concrete girder bridge at Little
Bay (near Marystown). Total value
of the project is $732,127 and the
scheduled completion dake is the
end of Noveinber, 1988.
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Project No. 27-88 has been awarded
to F. J. Construction Ltd. for the
construction of South Brook
Bridge, Ming's Bight, Route 418.
The total value of the project is
$411,470 and the scheduled
completion date d1is OQctober 31,
1988 .

Projeck No. 31-88 has been awarded
to Pyramid Construction Ltd. for
recapping various roads on  Bell
Island for a +total Jlength of 3.8

KM,  Total value of bthe project fis
$276,000. And the scheduled
complation daia is @rd of
Septemher.

Project No. 33-88 has been awarded
1o AP, Consitruclion Ltd. For
upgrading of Shamblers Cove Road,
Route 32037 from KM 6.0 bto KM 7.8
for a distance of 1.8 KM, Total
value of the project 1s $207,000.
The scheduled completion date ds
31 October 1988,

Mr. Speaker, the above projects
represent approximately 28% of the

$40 million program. Quer the
coming days and weeks I will he
announcing the awarding of

contracts for the reminder of the
program.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. GIILRERT:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'Fapoir.

MR. GILBERT:

M. . Speaker, again this d1s the
third reading of those projects.
I seems Lo wme that you see a
government that is devoid of any
sense of purpose or decency they
have to announce those projects
three Ltimes in the House. You can
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see how hungry and desperate they
are for any kind of publicity at
all.

So whalt [ am saying is it is a
waste of time and paper to again
conftirm ithe pork barrelling
tactics of this government. We
would have been quite happy if the
minister had followed the advice
of the Auditor General and pub in
a system whereby there was a
listing and there was a priorihy
and a system for awarding paving
contracts in  Newfoundland other
than by the way that you wvoté.
What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is
again it dis a case of bribing
taxpayers with their own taxes and
I tell the government it will not
work. Call an election and the
people of Newfoundland will let
you know what you can do with your
problems. -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition,

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
I have a question for the hon. the
Premier.

Recently the hon. the Premier has
heen quoted as indicating that an
announcement would be made
respecting whether Hibernia would
or would not proceed by June 30,
In the last few days the hon. Mr.
Crosbie has been quoted as saying
a decision would not be made by
the end of June. Can the Premier
tell this House when he now
expects an announcement that would
indicate whether or not the
Hibernia developmeaent: will he

13670 June 29, 1988 Vol XL

procecded wibth?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIFR PECKFORD:

M-,  Speakeir, very, uery soon. I
cannot give the exact time or
date. T had hoped Ghat it would
be all finalized by June 30 but it
looks like we will not bhe able to
meet that particular day, but
yery, very shortly thereafter.

MR. KELLAND:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to direct a question

Lo Lhe Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
NDavelopment (Mi . Power) . The
basis for the question, Mr .
Speaker, i % he Fact Fhat Lhe
Sprung construction contract
provides For &l Lurn-key

arrangement, that 1is Lo say @&
compleled project, the Ffirslt crop
in production when the key is
Lurned over to the owners, the
owners bheing -the Sprung Group and
the Province of Newfoundland and
Labrador. I would like to ask the
minister was he was awsrre thab the
Province's equal partner, Sprung,
was making deals, such as the Tors
Cove Excavating deal, which has
not been paid, with the intention
of paying for those contracts with
money from the next greenhouse
project, wherever in the world it
was being built? Now, as a
representative of the equal
parktner, the Prouvince, I would
1ike to ask the minister what 1is
his reaction Lo that?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Rural,

Agricultural and Northern
Development .

MR. POWER:

Mr . Speaker, obviously the

relationship between Mr. Sprung in
a turn-key operation, and the
contractors has absolutely nothing
to do with this side of the

partnership. The government nade
a deal. The facility was
deliverad Lo the company,
Newfoundland Enviroponics, and,it
14 doing gquite well. The

relationship between Mr, Sprung
and any of his conlractors is not
of any particular concern to the
govarnment. .,

MR. KFELIAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: -
A supplementary, the hon. the
memher for Naskaupi. s

MR. KELIAND:

Mr Speaker, I am not quite
absolutely certain I heard him say
that any deals that Sprung makes
are of no concern to the
government. My supplementary: Is
it not so that progress payments
made on any construction contract
are for the purposes of paying
construction c¢osts as progress is
macde? Consequently, what happencd
to the money that was paid, the
prograess payment:s macde on Lhe
current project, and why would
Sprung have to wait For bthe next
greenhouse project, wherever in
Lhe world, €in order Lo pay Tor the
present project?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of Rural,
Agriculkbkural and Norlhern
Development.

MR. POWER:
Mr. Speaker, the member is eibkher
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being malicious like certain
members have been related to the
Sprung facility, or is very

unaware of the means by which
government does business.

Anytime thal gdgovernment dssues a
tender, dissues a contract or signs
an agreement with any principal,
it dis not our concern who the

sub -contrackors are. The Minister
of Transportation just announced a
pile of road contracts. If  in

some cases of major tenders we
have something sub contracked out
to somehody else, you cannot
expect b coma back o the
government and expeclt us Lo be
able {+o do  those deals between
sub-contractors. I mean, 1t Jjust
doas nolt make any sense at all.

MR. KELLAND:
A Final supplemenltary, Mr. Spceaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member For Naskaupil.

MR. KELLAND:

The minister continues to dance on
this particular subject. Rut T

ask the minister, as the
representative of the equal
partner, the Province of

Newfoundland and bLabrador and its
people, what effects are the
mechanics liens taken out on the
project having on the Province and
the people who pay the shot?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, 1in the case of the
Sprung facility, e conkracted
with a person to deliver something
Lo the govaernment, and 1k was
delivered on time and din budget.
TL is nol. our concern whalt happens
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in the sub-contracting business.
We have the Newfoundland
Enviroponics Facility. Tk i
working quite well. We are a 50
pair cent partner in Lhat company,
angd 1t ds really not our concern
what the contiractor does with any
sub—contractor din this Province.
T was nol. meant to be parit of our

agreement . We signed an
agireemnent., We Tdived up to our
parts of it and the thing was
delivered on e Lo or

satisfaction.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member For

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Fisheries (M.
Rideout) .

Last week Newfoundlanders were
once again treated to a wvisil {rom
the federal Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans (Mr. Siddon), alt which
time the hon . minister again
displayed his total dgnorance of
the problems of glut in
NewfFoundland and his dinsensivivity
to it when he said that the glut
problem will be over in two or
three weeks.

I wonder can the minister Lell the
House if he took time out to
acquaint Lhe minister with the
seriousness of the glut and the
fact that the so-called glub is

the big harvest in the
Newfoundland fishery? Has the
minister had any luck, Mr .

Speaker, 1in making arrangements to
accommodate the fishermen who
cannot sell their fish to plants?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.
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MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, for the sake of the
public record and accurate
information, it was this week that
Lhae fFederal Minister of [isheries
and Oceans was in the Province.

I can tell the hon. gentleman 1
take no responsibility for nor do
I know what particular comments
the federal minishker made about
the glut. But to skip that part
of his qguestion and go to the more
substantive part af it, M~
Speaker, T can Lell the House that
there has been progress made in
alleviating some pressure 1in the
glut situation. It 1s not totally
100 per cent solved, and I suppose
it never would be even if you were
able to gek all kinds of ships in.
place all around the Province.
But certainly National Sea has
been a big help, have been a good
corporale citizen in this
situation by diverting a number of
their trawlers Ffrom $St. John's to
Burgeo, which is good for Burgeo,

obuiously. They have Laken off
some pressure 1in the St. John's
region. FPT have been helpful -in

the areas of the Province where
ithey own plants. They have been
buying about a half million pounds
of hsh a day in Ronaviska,
Charleston and Port au Choix areas
of Lhe Prouvince where there is a
lot of fish. We have dssued
several dozen glui permits.

I was in Petty Harbour last night,
M. Speaker, and met wikh the
fishermen up there, and they are
shipping some of their Ffish to
Fogo. So there is progress being
made, and while it 1is not perfect
and while it dis not all solved
there 1s progress being made. We
have been informed today by
telephone calls around to the
various processors that starting
tomorrow and the next day, they
will be turning a lot of their
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freezing

processing and
{ groundfish

capabilities back to
away from caplin.

PREMIER-PECKFQORD:
What is St. Lawrence doing?

MR. RIDEOUT:

Stk Lawrence and Lawn are
operating flat out, seven days a
week, ten hours a day, with as
many people employed as were down
there last year.

S0 there 1is a lok of good shuff
happening, Mr. Speaker.

SOMFE. HON. MEMRBIERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RTDEQUT:

T am not suggesting for the life
me to the hon. gentleman or Lo i{:he
legislature that there 1is still
not: a problem in certain areas of
the Province with the glut
sibuation, bunt the glut committiee
is handling it well and, with the
cooperatcion of the union and the
fishermen we are trying to do the
besi: we can. Hopefully after
another few day,s when most of the
caplin fishery 1is over 1in the
Southern regions, all of the
plants will get bhack to dgroundfish
and that will be helpful.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, T am delighted Lo
hear -the minister say ‘that the
glul problem dis jnust ahout over.
I think that idis, in effect, what
he said.

T wonder, Mr, Speaker, can ULhe
minister then tell +the House, 1in
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light of the fact that this
problem occurs almoskt every year,
with a few exceptions over the
pask

PREMIER PECKFQRD:
Not in the past four years.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I was going bto say
that it has been known to occur
almosi euery year except for the
past four or five years.

PREMITER PECKFORD:

Oh, yes, I am a millionaire,
except that T owe $1.2 million.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
ltear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:
Well, the hon., {the Premiasr can
laugh.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. the Premier
obvuiously does not understand.
This problem has been with us now
for the past twenky years, I
wonder can the minister tell the
House what plans does he have to
bring in a long-term solution to
that problem? Would he also tell
the House dif he has made any
representation ko Fisheries
Products International to get them
to second some of their vessels,
to divert some of their vessels to
the areas where the glut has
occurred.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. lhe Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. 9peaker, {irsit of all, again
for the sake of accuracy and
clarity and for the public record,
let me reiterate that I did not,
conbtrary Lo bthe hon. genlleman's
assertions, say that the glut was
going Lo be ouver in a few days,
and I certainly do not want to bhe
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misquoted as saying that.

What I said, and I will repeat it
again for clarity, is that some of
the pressure 1is starting to bhe
relieved. That dees not mean that
it is over or that there will not
be a glut in some part of the
Province tomorrow or the rnext
cday . RBut some of the prassure,
because of some of the actions we
have taken with {the coopaeraltion of
National Sea and other companies,
and with the caplin Fishery
slowing down din  the South, is
starting Lo he relicved, and
hopefully over another few days we
will see that happening more and
more.,

I c¢can say as well, Mr. Speaker,
with regard to the rest of the
hon. gentleman's question, that we
did not have a glut, as the hon.
gentleman knows, for the last four
or “five years. In fact, we had a

famine, and the fishery,
unfortunately, in the inshore
seckor has been like that For all
of our history. It 1s either a
fFeast or a famine. T+ was like it
when the hon. gentleman was
minister, il ds  still  like it
today.

Rut what T think we have sesen is
the resulis of some ol the aclbions
that the federal government, with
the support of this Province, look
a couple of years ago 1in forcing
the of Fshore companias 1o
diversify their catching effort a
third, a third, a third, along the
three divisions. I think that is
starting to pay off. The
reduction, and holding the line on
that for the last number of years,
I think 1is starting to pay off.
So I believe the signs are thal we
will continue to have an
improvement 1in the amount of f-ish
that comes inshore. So, bhased on
that belief, we will be putting in
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place a different approach to the
glut program for 1988 and beyond
than we had din 1988, because we
had a famine For the lask Four or
five years, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, near!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave

MR. FFFORD:
Fhank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
hon. the Minister of Heallth (Dr.
Collins) concerning closing of the
kitchen facilities at the Grand
Falls Hospital and the way 1in
which food is being sent out to
the Grand Falls Hospital. I would
ask the winister why would he as
Minister of Health, knowing that
Food 1ds also dmportant to pabients
in hospital, allow a contract to
he dssued Lo a company, Western
Concessions din Gander, to prepare
hott meals, dinners and suppers,
in Gander to be sent all the way
{o palients in Grand Falls
Hospital? Why would the Minister
of Health, knowing that food ids
also dmportant to these people,
allow thalt (o take place?

DR. COILLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is
getting 1into some details of this
matter that I will have to check
out. on a general basis, let me
state that the hospital 1in Grand
Falls is undergoing fairly
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extensive renovations at the
present time and we have had to
pit in place certain conbtingency
plans to allow as many hospital
services as possible to go on
during this period. The food
preparation aspeci 1is dimportant.
There 1is going to be considerable
upgrading of the kitchen and other
types of facilities at the
hospital during this process, so
some arrangements had to be made.

But I will take Lhe hon. member's
question as notice. If there are
any particular details he might
want to elaborate on them. If
there are any particular details
that he feels are a concern, I
will certainly check Fhose ont,

MR. ETFFORD:
Mr . Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. FEFFORD:

Tn other words, Mr. Speaker, the
minister s saying he is not aware
that the food is being prepared in
Gander. l.et: me ask the minister,
given the fact that the patients
at the Grand Falls Hospital are
saying the food +they are eating
tastes like rubber most of the
time after being transferred all
khe way from Gander, if Lhe
minister is not aware that this is
taking place, will the minister
look at having the food prepared
in

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. EFFORD:
If T may, Mr. Speaker?

Will the Minister of lHealih look
at having the food prepared din
Grand Falls, notwithstanding the
cost? Cost does not matter when
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it comes 1o care of the health of
people. Will he look at having
this fTood prepared in Grand Falls
so that patients at +the Grand
Falls MHospital can have the decent
meals they deserve? Stop looking
at the Fack thal we are saving
money by giving 1t to the lowest
tender or whatever, Will he look
at that dssue?

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr., Speaker, I am presuming the
food the hon. member ds referring
to 1s not supposed to taste like
rubber, I it was supposed Lo
taste like rubber, I suppose there
wouled be nolbring wrong with it

I will certainly dinvestigate about
the quality of iLhe food. T have
not heard, myself, any complaints
from the residents or pabients &t
the hospital. I just checked with
my hor, colleagne, {the member For
Grand Falls (Mr, Simms) . He
himseli T think T am quoting him
correctly - said he has not
received any complaints in this
regard. But we will certainly
take the question as a serious
one, whether it was meant to be or
not. We will take it as a serious
question and look into the matter.

MR. EFFORD:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Port de Grave. '

MR. EFFORD:

Mr . Speaker, obviously the
Minister of Health, as with all
other problems in the health care
system, just does nol wanl Lo pay
any attention, probably because it

il
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is saving a few dollars.

MR. STMMS:
Tt is a supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:
Order, please!

MR. FEFFORD;

T can understand why the President
of rhe Council dis not interestled;
it could bhe because his relative
owns bhe cowmpany hera,

T ask the Minister of Health to
assure this House that regardless
of the cost he will ensure thal
these facilities will bhe moved
From Gander Lo Grand Falls and in
that way the patients at the Grand
Falls hospital will be guaranteed
they will get a decent meal.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr . Speaker, I will certainly
guaranbtee that the pabkients ak the
Grand Falls hospital will get the
best service that possibly can be

given to them during this
transitional period. We all
understand that when you
exkensively renovate a hospital

you have to have in place
brans itional arrangements. | e
will assure the House that LULhe
best possible arrangements will be
mace . Whether that 1is doing it
in Gander, whether it is doing it
in Grand Falls, whether it 1s
doing it elsewhere, remains Lo be
ceen,

My understanding at the present
time 1s that after quite detailed
preparation in consultation with
the administration atk the
hospital, certain measures were
put 1in place that were mutually
agreeable to both sides. I will
just ensure that there has not
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been any slip-ups or anything in
that process.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the membher for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
My qgueslian, Mr. Speaker, is for
the Minister of FEducation (Mr.

Hearn) . T concerns the recent
change in the regulations
ragarding schocol buses and  the
licensing of school buses that are
older than 1974 for e for

transporting school children.

Since there has been some
considerabhle amount of backlash -
I would suggest that 1is probably
the bhest word - From school bus
owners who have not been informed
of this up until Jjust a few days
ago, would the miniszer please
explain ko us why the policy is
being implemented and why it is
being implemented so quickly so
that the actual operators
themselves have +to make a decision
on whether they are going Lo
continue wilthin the next two or
three weeks?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of

Fducaltion.

MR. HEARN:

M, Speaker, I thank the hon.
member For his gquestion. The
reason why the policy 1s bheing
implemented is for safely. Some
time ago in the House, several
monlhs ago in fact, we had a full
and lengthy discussion, I believe
raised by some of the members of
the Opposition, perhaps during the
fstimates, on school busing. And
one of the major concerns railsed
by a number of the hon. gentlemen
opposite was the fact that many of
our bhuses are relative.y old, and
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they questioned Lhe salfely
aspect. And at that time 1t was
made quite c¢lear bLhat we were
looking at the policy and intended

to make changes. Thai. has been
known for quite some time, The
changes have now been made, having

gone through the process and
getbting the necessary approvals,
and as of this vyear only buses
fourteen years of age or newer
than that will bhe operated in the
school syskems of the Province.

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hen. Lhe
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, T do not disagree
with the general thrust of the
policy. I think safety flor our

children going to school dis a
laudibhle objective and 1his is
certainly one method of
introdacing it
MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWJICK:
My supplementary question +to the

minister dis this: Since there
are, by our count, something like
112 buses that are in this
category of fourteen years of age
and older, and since some
individual operators have as many
as eight or nine buses, I

understand, of this kind, and are
in an extremely difficult position
since they have not been given
advanced notice, will the minister
agree ko Tlook abt the Hdndividual
cases, especially where the buses
have met the finspection standards
in the past, and see if some sort
of implementation schedule that 1is
a Jlittle bit more generous can be
worked ounl  for those ‘individual
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bus owners who are in a terrible
situation as a result of the
introduction of ihis policy?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:

Mr. Speaker, we have 1,200 school
buses, approximately, operating in
the Province. OF these,
approximately 100 - 112 could he
the correcth number; e are not
sure how many will be used at any
one time, since some operators
have more buses than they operate
using them as spares and so on -
so approximately 100 to 110, in
that area, are older than fourteen
years of age. We had this checkead
oul, since we also talked to the
organization representing the bus
drivers before we macde any
decision, but a number of these
someiimes involue one and Lo
buses in a wvery 1large number of
buses owned by a contractaor,
There 1s one case I am aware of
where an cindividoaal s relaltively
seriously affected, and there may
be ofthers serionsly affeclod buk
not as seriously as that. Rut in
mos i CAses Lhe effectk is
negligible -and most operators have
said it would not affect them
actually.

We have suggested that discussions
take place wikth the school
boards . There are some options
there Lhat may be able to fall in
place. Certainly 1if there dis a
severe affect we have no
hesitation in having to look at a
unique case, but 1t would have to
be an unique case, and din our
discussion with the school boards
perhaps some accommodation will be
macde . Aut: the reason it was done
was simply for safety sake, and I
suppose, looking al any situation,
certainly jeopardizing the safety
aspaclt would not be dnuolued. We
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will certainly not Jjeopardize the
safety of school children.

MR. FFNWICK:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR, FENWICK:
Just a matter of clarification,
becanuse T am wnot qiril

Fe asure what
lhe minister said he dindicated
Chat 9t was a hard and fast policy
at the beginning, and now I am not
sUre are you saying that if you
Find some operators who are in a
Lremendously disadvantaged
position as a result of this, that
you will allow Lhe school board to
negotiate with them and to own the
biises For anobher year or so uniil
they phase them ouwk, or are you
saying that it is just a matter of
some other arrangement being made?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:

There is an option there already,
Mr. Speaker, and that 1s that all
or most contracts end at the end
of the school year, and most of
the bus operators, the majority of
them, will be advised during the
month of July or August about
their conbtract renewals f(or  Lthe
coming year. There have been some
CNANges mace () Fhat, too,
certainly, the renewal of the
contract. In negoltiaiing with the

school hoard the operators
affected wighl Tind some way Lo be
accommodated, It may not

necessarily be by using buses bthak
are over fourteen years of age,
hut Ehere may be differenk ways of
compensating the driver 1in the
renewal of his contract, or whak
have you. There are some options
there and we would certainly Tlike
to see those explored before we
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look at any other options. You
never c¢lose the door, I suppose,
on specific cases, but certainly,
if 4t is a matter of the safety,
as T say, of transporting the
children to and from school,
certainly neither the boards or
ourselves would look at anything
in thalk line.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
Kemnouni.,

MR. GUIILAGE:

My, Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Housing Mr. Peach).
The minister will know, possibly,
Lhat the Lenants oF Allandale
fpartments have applied to the
Residential Tenancies 8ocard about
a rent increase to come in effaect
July 1 of somé 10 per cent, and
are having difficulty in getting a
time set for a hearing. Would the
minister dintervene on behalf of
these tenants and see that their
hearing is held as quickly as
possible?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PFACH:

Mr. Speaker, T am awara that the
tenants of the Allandale
Apariaents, beiny a tenant myself
in that area, have applied through
the process and, as a mather of
faclt, over the past week or sg
Lihey have bhean circulating &
petition to the wvarious tenants
Lhere wikh regard to the rental
increase. I indicated here in the
lonse, a wmonth or so ago, thakt we
would be having a rental dincrease
in wvarious parts of the city, and
in Allandale Apartments, to ensure
that our renltals there are in line
with the market rentals in the
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rest of the city, and
particnlarly, T yuess, in Lthal
area ., The tenants there are very
familiar wiih the process, Lhey
are going through the correct
process, and I am sure bhat bhe
Tenancies Roard will hear tLtheir
case, The people there are very
confident, In fact I encouraged
Lhem, a week or so ago, Lo go
through the process and I am sure
that that process will proceed in
due course,

MR. GULLAGE:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Waterford - Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr . Speaker,~ the

minister is

aware, of course, that
Newfoundland and lLabrador Housing
units, stich as ATllandale ancl

similar older units, are fully
paid- for and deprecialed, so the
only expense they have is
insurance and wmaintenance,

MR. 3PEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GUILAGE:

Will the minister not admit that
rhese rents are now oo high in
raealation to Lthe market, a market
Fhat has the highest vacancy rate
in Canada at 10 per cent, and that
in fact the rents should he
reduced and not raised?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker, I am aware that the
vacancy rate 1is rather high, I
guess in the Province but
parlticularly 1in Lhe c¢ity, but that
applies basically Lo private
rentals. We do not have a vacancy
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rate in our Newfoundland and
lLabrador Hous-ing units.

T Uthink it is fair to say Lhat if
we take the Allandale, Linden
Courl ar Churchill Square
apartment area, that area of tUthe
city, private renlal ralbes are
higher than the ones that we
charge . T +indicalted at bkhe tine
of the dincrease that 10 per cent
would still  wmean bthat we were
somewhat lower than the market
rental. When we consider the Fack
that, I guess, the basic rental
rates there are approximately some
$600 per month for a three-bedroom
apartment with heat 1included, I
think the tenants there are
reasonably happy that the rents
are not, I guess, as high as
comparecd to other places

However, T think their contention
is the fact that it has
continually gone up for bthe past
two or three years. The reasor
For bhat, Mr, Speaker, is we want
to keep them in line and not he in
compeltilion wilh private sector
apartments, and so  on, in  that
particular area of lthe cily.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Nid yon sign the petition?

MR. PEACH:

No, Mr. Speaker, I did not sign
the pelition.

MR. GULILAGE:
A final supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Waterford -
Kenmount .

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, considering the fact
Ehat acininistrative and salary
expenses are factored into these
rents and Form a large portion of
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the rent that 13 dgoing +to be
charged to these seniors,
especially when the rents are
increased, if they are increased,
will the minister ensure that Aif
the results of the hearing are
such that the rents are indeed
deemed to be too high, that units
such as Allandale and Linden Courtl
and Pleasantuville and Elizabeth
Towers will be sold by public
auction to the private sector?

MR. SPENKER:
The hon., the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACIH:

My . Speaker, T quess 1it would not
be in arder Fer we to pro judge
the outcome of the hearing. As T
indicatad here in the legislature
on a number of occasions, the
units we have around ihe Province,
whether they be 1in Stephenville or
St. John's or in Goose Ray, are
always for sale and when market
conditions are right and when
proposals come 1in  we are always
receptive of disposing of unibs
such as that.

As I dndicated 1last week, Mr .
Speaker, when one of the tenants
visited my apartment with her
petition, I said, 'You should go
through the process,' realizing,
of coursae, that +HfF the Tenancies
Roard indicates that the rates are
too high, T do not see any reason
why they would not be reduced.
However, if  the Tenancies Roard
indicates that rents are too low,
I do nobt see any reason why they
would not bhe increased.

MR. GII.RERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'fspoir.

MR. GULBERT:
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T have a quesiion, Mr. Speaker,
for the Minister of Transportation
(Mr. Doyle). T wonder does the
minister agree with the following
statement.: CN Marine cannot give
any indication as to how many
people will bhe laid off with the
phase-out of the Newfoundland
Railway? Does Lthe minister know
what effect the closing of the
ratTway will have on employiment -in
the whole CN and Marine Atlantic
operations in this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation

Minister of

MR, DOYLIL:

Well, Mr. Speaker, as I indicated
Lo bhe  hon. gentleman  juslb a
couple of days ago, I believe it
was  Friday moening, we mek with
officials of Marine Atlantic and
discnssed +hese very -ssues that
the hon. gentleman raised today.
Again T reiterate what Marine
Atlantic indicated to the member
For LaPoile (Mr. Mitchell) and me
during discussions, that they were
nolk in any positbion at this point
in time to give us any indication
of how many people  would he laid
off, 4if any, within their Marine
Atlantic operation.

And, Mr. Speaker, I would also
point out to the hon. member, I do
not krnow if he ds aware, bthab T
was unofficially informed today
Lhat the Federal Minister of
Transport (Mr, Rouchard) has made
a statement Lhat as a resulk of
the closedown of the Newfoundland
Railway thal there will not: be any
layoffs with Maine Atlantic in
Newfoundland. Now, T do nol have
the official transcript of those

remarks that t:he Minister of
Transport is alleged to have made,
buk T have been given that
information today, that the

minister has indeed mnacle that
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statement that Lthere would bhe no
layoffs as a result of the
closedown of he Newf ouandlarnd
Railway by Marine Atlantic.

MR. GTLBERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Burgeo Ray d'Fspoir.

MR. GTI.BRERT:

I am surprised that a study was
not done  before, Mr. Speaker.
Anyhow, has the government done
any study on the -mpact of the
agreement signed on June 20 to

phase out the Newfoundland
Railway? And will the minister
name the group which provided the
study saying that fourteen

tractor-trailers would be all the
increased +traffic going to go on

the highways as a restilt of
closing the railway? Would he

name the people who dJdid thal skudy?

MR. SBPEAKER:
The hon . the
Transportacion.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Well, Mr. Speaker, ever since Lhe
closedown ar Fhe eventual
clesedown of the Newfoundland
railway has been discussed, Pork
aux BRasques and Rishop's Falls in

particular have heen at: the
forefront of all of our dicussions
wikthin the Department of
Development, the Department of

[ntergovernmental AFfairs and
Transportation as well. That dis
why, Mr. Speaker, this government
fought and had placed din the
Memorandum of Understanding we
reached with the federal
government the Community
Adjustment Package to apply to
those two communities, Port aux
Basques and Bishop's Falls, of
approximately $15 million. and
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hopefully, Mr. Speaker, those hLwo
communities will bhe able to create
gther biisiness opportunities
within their areas to lessen any
dimpact  thal might bhe had as a
resuli of this closedown.

Now, Mr., Speaker, I believe the
hon. gentleman asked a quesbkion as
well with respect to the number of
Irucks en the  highways. T am
informed that there were
approximabtely Fifty-aight trucks
in operation by TerraTransport and
olther private operators Lo
accommodate rail freight before
the shubtdown. Twenty -one of these
had the destination of Corner
Brook. Obviously, some of  the
freight that did come hy truck
will now go by Lthe water node.
Fourteen had been destined for
Grand Falls and twenty-Four for
St. John's. Obviously there will
he some change +in the St. John's
end of dit, as the markebplace
demancds Lhat  the water mode be
used in those areas.

So we do not feel, Mr. Speaker,
that there will be any exbra
tractor-trailer traffic Lo any

great exlant A any evernt,
probably between fifteen and

twenty extra trucks on the road as
a result of the closedown of Lhe
railway .

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed,

Notices of Motion

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the

Prosicdent of the
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Council.

MR. SIMMS.

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I might,
by leave of the House, make a
motion to appoint the member for
St. John's East to the Select
Committee on Rules, which I
neglected to do last weaek? This
is to replace the member for
Menihek, who has resigned and/or
heen, whatever,

I understand the Commibbee wanls
to gel on with its work, so 1if
there s agreement, pursuant. to
the appropriate Standing Order, I
mouve that the member For 5S¢

John's Fast be appointed to the
Selech Commitice on Ruleas Lo
replace the member for Menihek who
has resigned.,

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENAKER:
The horn. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

We have no problem with that. The
only question that remains
unanswered in relation to this
whole thing 1s, as my friend for
Fortune - Hermitage says, did he
jump or was he pushed?

on mokion, the member for St.
John's FEast was appointed to the
Select Committee on Rules,
replacing the hon. +the wmember for
Manihek.

MR. SIMMS:
MR.. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the President of the
Council.

MR. STIMMS:
Mr. Speaker, T have another Nolice
of Motion which T would 1l1ike to
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give just as a precaucionary

measure.

I would like to give notice that I
will on tomorrow move that further
consideration of any resolution or
resolutions, clause or clauses,
section or sections, preamble or
preambles, title or titles, or
whatever else might be related to
motion No. 1 shall be the first
business of the House, when next
called by the Heuse, and shall not
he further postponed.

SOME_HOM. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

Ak, hal Tnvoking closnre therel

MR. STMMS:

Just 1in case. If you want to hold
np the people of Lthe Province to
ransom we may be forced to use it

MR. TULK:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A point of order, the hon. the
member fFor ¥Fogo,

MR. TULK:

It is interesting to note that the
hon. gentleman has now given
notice of closure, and I say to
i bhat  what  he 1s  doing is
something out of the ordinary, is
not ordinary at atl. The budget
was not called until vyesterday,
since late April.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Shame! Shamne!

L

MR. TULK:

So for him to point bte this s-tide
of the House and say that this
side of the House is holding bEhe
people of this Province up to
TANS om the best word you c¢an
use for 1t 1s exaggeration, and
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that 1is being wvery, wvery kind.
Let me also say Lo Fhe hon.
gentleman -

SOME HON., MEMRBERS:
Oh, aoh!

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, T wn frying Lo makae a
point of order. Let me say to the
hen. gentleman, and also say lo, T
helieve, The Evening Telegram,
that. the OQpposition does net wish
and will not see the people of
this Province delayed. Ancd  this
is anocther method other than
naving this  budget passed. We
agree that if they need money to
pay kheir bills for another week
to carry on debate on this budget,
we will give them Further Interim
Supply.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

We will give them furkher Interim
Supply, but we will not bhe cowed
hy Lthe hon. gentleman or by Lhe
press while doing our duty.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There s no point of order.

MR. STMMS:
Mr. Speakaer.

MR. TULK:
There 1is no point of order, M.
Speaker.

MR. STMMS:

I will raise my own point of order
in that case, and hopefully Your
hornour will rule mine d1s not a
point of order before the member
for Fogo gets up to speak to it.

MR. TULK:
He knows 1t 1is not a point of
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order.

MR. SIMMS: .
Mr-. Speaker, to just put this in
perspective, let me advisce members
of the press gallery and the
public anc those  who may he
interested, that we have spent a
considerable amonnt of time on the
budget debate, contrary to what
members opposiie say. There have
been seventeen speakers on the
budget debate, and there were also
75 hours spent on the Estimates
Commitlees. There has been wmore
time spent debating the budgelt and
the estimates of the budget bthan,
perhaps, anything else, save for
Meech Lake, which also has gone on
a lot longer than most things that
would have occurred in  this hon.
House .

Mr. Speaker, all T have said here
is that 4if hon. members dintend to
hold up the House, then we intend
to ensure that the people of the
Province, and the public of the
Province do not suffer
unnecessarily, and in order For us
to ensure that that occurs, 1f it
becamne necessary For (e Eo
implement the rule the hon. member
reforrad to, il is regquired notice
be given the day before. That is
the onty reason, the only purpose.

Now that I have the hon. member's
word  that Chey will not do that,
then we will not have to use it,

in any  event., R T wanted  to
give notice just in case., I
appreciaie the hon . mambaer's
cooperation, and I appreciate the
cooperation of hon, members
opposite, and look forward to
voting on the hon. member 's

non-confidence motion as soon as
he is ready.

There is no point of “order,
obviously, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
There 1is no point. of order.

MR. SIMMONS:
He did  just what he told you
(inaudible) .

Private Member's Day

MR. SPEAKER:

Today is Private Member's Day, the
hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermmitage adjourned the debate and
he has ten minutes left.

The hon. the member for Forktune
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, T can understand bhe
Minister for St. John's South (Dr.
Collins) is in a tender mood
having seen those new Conflict of
Interest Guidelines. Loam sure he
is a bhit nervous somebody might
spol  lthe real reason they were
brought dn. I submit a good part
of the reason 1is o Lry  and
legitimize what he has been doing
all along. So if he wanls Lo be

DR. COLILINS:
They were brought in for a very
specific (inaudible).

MR. SIMMONS:

1 can see that. I can see they
were brought in for a specific
reason, but I tell him -

MR. TORIN:
Mr. Speaker, what has this got to
do with the Private Member's Day?

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker, what abont a member
who does nol speak from his own

seal . That: is all right s ik,
M. Speaker? T am sick and tired
ofr having mnembers G e

goverrnment side he Lhe Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

Just in passing, since the
Minister for St. John's South said
something across the House, I say
to him that we have seen through
this c¢harade here today and it
will not save him, hbut I want to
talk aboub other jobs than the job
that he 1is about to lose, if he
keeps pushing his luck.

SOME HOMN. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, STMMONS:

There are olther people out there,
Mr .,  Speaker, who when Uthey Tlose
their regular employment, as the
minister is scon to do, they do
not have any investments to fall
baclk on. They do nobt have any 25
per cent shares in companies.

MR. TORBIN:
Yon have scme gall,

MR. STMMONS:

They do not have a Premier who is
prepared Lo rewrite the rules to
satisfy any situation. All they
have +is their regular employment,
a few hours in a fish plant, a few
hours on a Challenge '88 project,
a few hours on a Canada Job
Strategy TInitiative and when Lthat
is gone, they do not have any
Premier there rewriting the rules
for them or getting them another

job or protecting their
investment. They have no other
investment. Their investment s
their time, Mr. Speaker. And this
motion fFrom my Friend for

Stephenville (Mr. K. Aylward) 1is
an appeal to the nembers of this
House +to stop bheing preoccupied

wribh Joolking after thedr OWn
portfolios or their own investment
portlfolios, Ehvediy OIN Tictle
self-interest, and address the
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largest situation, Mr . Speaker,
address the larger thing, the
gquestion of the young people out
in this Province, 35.6 per cent,
35.5 per cent of the young people
in this Province bekween Cbhe ages
of fifteen and tLwenty-four are
without jobs, 36 per cenl compared
to 21 per cent in Nova Scotia.

No you know, Mr., Speaker, by way
of example, that the Noua Scotia
rate, which s Fairly high to
compared to Lhe nalional averags,
went dn 1979, that dis the year
vhis Premier took office, Firom
18.5 per cent to 20.5 per ceaent.
F'he  youbth unemployment raie i1

Nouva Scotia went up by 3
percentade  points. That wmust be
very sad for the young people of
Nova Scotia, [ went up by 3

percentage points.

Do you know that in that same time
period since that Premier over
there, the member for Green Bay
took office as Premier in 1979,
the vyouth unemployment rabke, the
numbers of young people bhetween
Lhe ages of Fifteen arl
twenty-four who are without jobs,
went from 25 per cent of all
youths in the Province, to 36 per

cent. (i wenlt up by 11 percentage

points. At the same time, Mr.
Speaker, e rate For youlh
unemployment in Ontario was going
dowin . Tn Maniteba it was staying
steady . Tn Quebec 1t was going
clown . Im B.C. 1t went up by a

couple of points. In Newfoundland
it ogoes up by 11 points so thai 36
per cent or more than one out of
every bthree young Newfoundlanders
between the ages of fifteen to
twenty -Four are walking around
without employment.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we heard them
yesterday talking about world
conditions and interest rates and
the state of the ecounomy
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internationally and other

conditions universally. That
plays part of the role, I am sure,
Mr . Speaker, in the overall
economic situation here. We are
not an Tsland economically. We

may bhe geographically, but I fully
recognize devaelopments e
this small Island, this small

enclave of ours, in  population
terms, do affect what happens

harao.

i, Mre Speaker, there has to be
a very specific answer, an answer
specific 1o the Province, =&as Lo
why our figures are so oult of
whack wilth the whole country, why
it is that our rates are so much
higher, why it is bthat thirty-six
out of every 100 Newfoundlanders
are without Jjobs, whereas in
Ontario it is only ten out of 100,
insktead of thirty-six out of 100
right here.

The answer, Mr. Speaker, 1is the
administration that we have 1in
power at this parbicular time, Tt
is, Mr. Speaker -

DR. COIILINS:
Do you mean Lo compare ourselves
with Ontario?

MR. SIMMONS:

Tr the minister wanis Lo talk
about Ontardio, let him also talk
aboul some obher places. et him
talk about New Brunswick For
example, where the rabe has gone
from eighteen to twenty-two, or in
Mova Scotida, from eighteen and a
half to twenty and a half, I
think he will recognize that we
have something fairly in common to
MNova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
I would be prepared to concede to
him that conditions are somewhat
different in  Ontario with the
@conomic hoom Lhey are going
through. -
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The other difference, by bhe way,
in Ontario, T say to the minister,
is  Lhey have a liberal Government
in Ontario.

SOME HOMN, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. S TIMMONS:

That 1s not without significance-
either. That governmnent has heen
able to help crank up the aconomy
in Ontario.

Let wus compare, as he sugdgests,
apples and apples, compare Nova
Scotia with Newfoundland. T ask
him, if he is s0 anxious to
itntervene himself 1in  Lhe debate,
can he explain why 1t was that
while Nova Scolia's rate dgoes up
by 3 percentage points in terms of
yaonkh emnployment, our rate here in
Newfoundland goes up by 11
percentage points?

MR. J. CARTFER:
You krow what the reason 1s.

MR. STMMONSG:

Mr. Speaker, if the member for at.
John's  Norith  kinows Lhe reason,
would he do us and the people of
Newfoundland a Ffavour and give his
maiden speech 1in this House? Will
he gek up for the First time since
he has been here as a member and
say somebkthing of consequence?
Will he do that? Will he give
thakt undertaking to the House,
that he will give us the benefit
of his wisdom, instead of sithing
there and keeping it to himself?

MR. J. CARTER:
Will you give way? .

MR. STMMONS:

In about four minutes I will give
way Lo  the member. That, s &
promise to him.

Mr. Speaker, the solution 1dis not
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the soluldion offered by Lthe member
for Mount Pearl, the Minister of
Financo (Mr . Windsor). The
Evening Telegram on April 14 thisg
year took the minister to task for
his version of reality. T+ is an
editorial headed, Windsor and The
Jobless.

The editorial quotes the minister
in whal. must bhe one of the more
delightful, yet dnsulting, quotes
he has euer been known Lo ubtter.
Here is his solution Lo the

unemployment rate. Here 1s  why
the unemployment rate in

Newfoundland 1dis so high. He says
of women in Newfoundland, "If she
was  nobk  working, she would not
then be an unemployment
shatishic." Thatl ds the solution.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Is he talking about (inaudible)?

MR. SIMMONS:

No, he “is talking aboul: the obher
enlightened minister From Mount
Pear

MR. FUREY:
Was  he +talking &o
hefore he said that?

Charlie Brett

MR. SIMMONS:

He obuiously gobt coached by the
member for Trinity North (M,
Brett) who has quite a battery of

insulting quotes in this
particular areda., But can you

imagine in the 20th. Century, Mr.

Speakaer, one of your OWn
colleagues - you did not choose
him willingly and for that I give
you credit - saying the
following: "TF she Was not

working, she would not then he an
unemployment: statistic. "

The Minister of Finance's solubdion
is hide away the womnen. Hide them
Alliay anl pretend they do not,
exist. Do not let them go to the

N

(&)
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manpower office. Do not let them
get a seasonal job, because if
they show up as a statistic, they
will drive uwp  our  unemployinent
rate and they will make us 1look
bad . That: is the solution %to Lhe
problem, Mr. Speaker. We will
just hide away half Fthe Tlabouar
force, the half which happens to
be Female, hide them amay ,
according to the Mirnister of
Finance,

Now, Mr. Speaker, that winister,
on his own behallm and on bahalflf of

the administration, has SOme
answering Lo do. T tnought The
Evening Telegram, in its

editorial of Uthat same date, put
the questions rather succinctly
and well, Some of the guestions
in the editorial are: "Just who
is Mr. Windsor tbtrying Lo kid?'

Number two: ‘'What 1s he trying to
prove?' Number three: 'How does
he explain his reasoning to the

42,000 Newfoundlanders who are
currently looking for work? How
does he explain that to these
42,000 Newfoundlanders?!' Then,
four: 'How does he explain to the
thousands who have given up

looking fFor work, and are now
forced on the welfare roles?'
Five: 'How does he explain to the
17,000 youths of this Province who
are currenily seeking ewployment,
and to the thousands who  are
graduaiing {in June?! [ goes on,
and on, a very serious inditment.
That whole caeditorial iz a uvery
serious inditment of this
governnent.'s approach Lo the
johless din this Province,

Mr. SGpeaker, Jjust to reflect on
some  of Lhe things T have done
loday as member of the House, in
my capacibty as an MHN.

[ talked ko a Tlady khis morning €in
one of the communities in my
district, Harbour 3rebton, and she
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was talking to me about those

Challenge '88 projects. Mr .
Speaker, I spent five years 1in
Ot kawa making decisions about
Youth Employment Projects. We

used +o call them - T will get the
name in a minute - the member for
S, Barbe (Mr. Furey) will know,
What were the Youth Projects
called before Lhey were called
Challenge '88, the federal youlh
projects?

MR. FURFY:

Opportuniiiaes for Youth,
MR. STMMONS:

That is one of them.

MR. TULK:
Yonng Canacla Works.,

MR. STMMONS:

Young Canada Works, I think, was
tLhe Tatber name, Those programs
which I was responsible for making
decision on during my time din
Ottawa, I remember one of the
things we were very specific on
was in terms of the hiring
objeciives, who would you employ?
The overriding objective was those
where the need s grealbest, and
that usually meant those students
who were going on Lo Further thelr
employment and needed Funding to
pay for twition, books and so on
in their next year in university.
That, was the criteria

T naue L SAy Fhat 1§ am
discovering under the - Challenge
"84 program  bhe  Thing  has  got
completely out of whack and what
the member {for Sk John's North
(M, Carter) is suggesting is
happening. Tt depends on, not
what your need 1ds, but who you
know, and T have Lo point the
hlame at the Government of Canada
and the Tory memnbers [in Ottawa for
allowing these projects to become
sinecures.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. STMMONSG:
T wish there were a 1ibtlle Jeave,
Mr. Speaker, because there are a
couple of other things T would
like to say.

Iz Lherse leave? No leave.
Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BARRETT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Development and Tourism.

MR. BARRETT:

Mr. Speaker, I think it is worthy
te  note when  members opposite
commit to the Order Paper moltions
stich as  this one bthat they are
allowed to do without any degree
of relevancy or really itruth as ib
relates to the content of the
position that is attempled ko be
debated here.

When one looks at the WHEREASes in
this particular resolution anc
tries to assimilate those comments
with what 1ds in Fact realily 1in
Newfoundland and Lahrador today,
there is a world of difference.

A1l one has to do, Mr. Speaker, is
travel throughout this Province.
The perception that s trying to
be left in a devious fashion by
some of the members opposite, and
it obuiously is devious, it
certainly does not warrant any
kind of respect, it does not have
any Foundation., -~ Tn faclk, hat
something other than a very
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positive atbtitinde, a very positive
initiative 1is being undertaken in
erral Nouif oundland Loday means
they are living somewhere in the
dark ages, and really have not
gotten out of their seats and they
certainly de  nol know what s
happening. All one has to do is
traval throughent bhis Province to
see what 1is happening throughout
his Province 1in a very, very
positive fashion in terms of

investment, Jin terms of employment.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. RARRETT:

T will get ko Burgec in a wminute.
As a matter of fact I will get to
Burgeo on  Saturday. And T have
been there before.

Rut:, Mr. Speaker, one should look

at the employment opportunities
and the invesbtment creation
activities that are being done in
the Happy VYalley 00se Hay area
of lLabrador. One should at the
success and the dnvestment thab s
heing done by the various
cooparaiives anc the privitae
sector on coastal Labrador,

primarily as it relates +to the
fishery, but Jjust as dmportantly
Lo other sectors of fthe economy,
and one should look at what s
happening in  labrador  West, in
lLabrador City and Wabush.

Travelling throughout the
Province, Mr, Speaker, as it

relates to initiatives in the
mining industry where we have seen
more activity last year in
exploration, confirmation of new
finds, employment creation and
investment, than we hiave seen in
the last twenty years in this very
importanl. sector of our economy.

One shonld Jlook ak the positive
inwolvement of the forestry in
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this Province in terms of the
amount of investment and the
number of jobs with respect to the
sawmillers operaktion, with respact
to the pulp and paper industry,
which Ls as buoyant now as il ever
has been since the early 1900s,
mainly because of the investment
by new owners, as a result of the
divestiture in Corner Rrook, and
the reaffirmation of the other
OWNErs stich  as  Price dn  Grand
Falls and Stephenville with
significant. suppoert by both  ihe
federal and provincial government,
both of which are Conservative
governments, That has caused @
great  deal  of  securiiy, TF one
goes out and talks to the people
in these areas and the surroinding
areas which are rural Newfoundland
who  provide  bhe Basic resonrce
product to support these projects
and kries to Lell ihem fhat they
are poor, ftries to tell them that
Lhey are unemployed, they would be
laughed out of town.

The Fishery 1in Ehis Prouvince has
never, ever been as good as it is
today.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RARRETT:

Tt has never been as good, The
amount of catch, the wvalue of
catch, the diversification of bGhe
catch, the amount of secondary
processing bthat is going on, bIhat
is being made shelf-ready for the
consimers all over he world, bthat
16 being done weithin this
Province, was never done belfore.

As a matter of fact, it was looked
dawn npon by Ihe previons
administration, the Liberal
acdwinistration of bthis Province.
They did not think there was a
fukbure for -the fHdishery in +his
Province, They did everything
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they could to discourage people
From invesiting or seeking a career
in the fishery of this Province.
They paid no atLenktion +to the
younger people of this Province
looking for a Future in the
fisheries. They can now hold
Lhedir head up having achlieved a
place in a significant dindustry,
providing an above average level
of dimcome in an environment which
Lhey choose to Tive din.

This gouvernment has supporited khat
principle since the early 1970s
aind b s working din spades. Th
is working in the creation of many
hindreds and, Titerally, thousands
of new jobs &ll over the Province,

i roral Newfoundland! Go up the
West Coast, the Great Northern

Paoninsula, aunel loak at e
employment levels din Plum Point.
Look atl: the ewmploymeni Tlevels that
are in Port au Choix. I will defy
you to say thal they are worse off
than they were ten years ago .
They are belter off! There are
more of Ehemn working.

The activities that are happening
in the tourist sector in that part
of our Province and in other parts
of our Province, rural
Newfoundland have Tooked &t wikth
excitement the opportunities that
are there For fhem in Fourisin
initiatives, and are making good
money on them, They are providing
Lheir own dnvestment funds with
sipport  again from government to

create opportunities in
Faciliities, atbriaciions and

accommodations. I am living right
here ’

MR. FURFY:

(Tnaudible) 37 per cenk of youkh
cannot. find jobs.

MR. RBRARRETT:
This Province recorded Lthe highest

percentage increase in tourist
Mo, 65 R3689



activity of any province in Canada
for Fwo years running, Mr. Speaker!

MR. BATRD:
Get your head out of the sand.

MR. PFACH:

People are working. Do not bhe so
stupid. .
MR. RARRFTT:

That 13  what this Province has
done.

The fish plant in Burgeo was so
successful that a few years ago it
wan taed o close  down  and this
government bailed it out and
restored ik to the private sechor
in  partnership with government.
Last year the private sector spent
$2 million to buy the Newfoundland
Government's interest out because
they were doing so well.

The member over khere now does not
even wanlt to sese a road going to
the comnunily . (i ds not on his
priority list, Rut this
government made it a condition of
an  agreement that road programs,
as a result of bthe closure of the
railway  din this Province, wa s
going to be of benefit o every
single Newfloundlander, not 400 . or
500 Neuifoundlanders.

SOME HON, MEMRBTERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RARRETT:

Mhere were 1.00 ar 500
Newfoundlanders that were getlbing
A significant benefik from Lthe
railway in this Province, but
today Ethere are 600,000 that are
getting a significant benefit from
that ¢losure, every single
Newfoundlander! Twinning the
highway from here to Porkt aux
‘Rasques: What is that going to do
For Ehe average Newfoundlander?
What 1t has done for the average
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Newfoundlander 1is it has ensured

Lhe c¢ross Labrador Highway. It
has paved the road to Red Ray. It
hias done significant road

improvements on the Great Northern
Paninsila, [t has secured  Lhe
paving and upgrading of the Rurgeo
Road, and hundreds and hundreds of
miles of road all over our
Province, including & significant
upgrade to the Trans-Canada
Highway .

Absolutely, absolutely a
significant  achievement and the

more people learn about it, the
more they are Jlaughing ab  the
memhers opposite over their stand
on this lissue. They do not know
how to squirm out of 1it! They do
not know how Lo get oub from under
because they are afraid to support
the governmnent on Lhis issue.
They are afraid to support them.

Mr . Speaker, tnemployment

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPFAKFR (Parsons):
Order, please!

MR. BARRETT:

Unemployment 1is the subject matter
For this paridicular  ikem on  khe
Order Paper. For the period 1975
o 1987, in the priméary enployment
sector of our Province, for the
edificaltion of nembers opposite,
we are talking about forestry,
Fishing and mining. There has
been an increase 1in employment
From 12,000 ko 20,000.

Tn the manufacturing seckor of our
Province an increase of employment
from 13,000 to 21,000!

In our service seclor, -an increase
in employment from 98,000 Lo
132,000! Now, whal: kind of
mathematics do you have to apply
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to say that that is not an
increase 1in employmenl: across the
whole spector of our economy?

The member for Fortune -~ Hermitage
(Mr.  Simmons) starked ko suggest
and again try to be devious din
implying that this governnent has
not heen liberally attempting to
increase Ehe faemale workers in
this Province. Absolute trash!

AN HON. MEMBER:
Trash! Trash!

MR. BARRETT:

T the managerial and professional
categories of ewmployment in lhis
Province since 1975, the increased
nunbers of Female persons working
in the workplace has increased
from 13,000 o 22,000, in the
clerical role, from 14,000 to

20,000; in the service seclor,
from 9,000 to 15,000. Stats

Canada results, go and getv i, diyg
it out, Jook at it, read it! The
total muonher of fFemales employecd
in this Province in that period of
Lime dncreased from 44,000 people
to 74,000, Now in my estimation
that s about a 80 per cent
improvement. This d1is full-time,
person years of employment.

If you want to get specific, Mr.
Speaker, we have a jewel T think
in  this Province and that 1is
Marystown Shipyanrd, a specifFic
industry. As of today, Mr .
Speaker, there are more people
working at Marystown Shipyard than
have ever worked abt that Facility
since it was built, 626 people as
of  this  wmoment  are working at
Marystown Shipyard. That is
stignificant.

TF yon looked al Lhe spread sheels
or flash sheets that come out from
statistical agencies as it relates
to  unemployment, the performance
of bLhis Province this past number
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of months has been better than any
other province 1in Canada as it
relates to the jobs which have
been created as A result of
initiatives of this government,
without any guesktion, M.
Speaker,

To attempt to try and respond to
the kind of position that has been
put forward by the Liberal

Oppostition in this particular
motion, Mr. Speaker, 1s almost a
grave dnjustice, (h ds really a

serious thing to have Lto consider
a member would pud such a position
on the Order Paper when 1t ds so
wrong, so tobtally amd complaebely
wrong for any person Lo suggest
Lhat this Province i nok
economically  hetter off than it
nas  been ouver bFhe past pomber of
years.

The amount of dnvestment in new

initiatives, in  new science and
technology, neiw research
initiatives s Fhere. The
participation in the academic and
scientific communt by rers never
been equalled bhefore in the

history ofF this Province, and Far
surpassing that which dis done din
any other province of Canada!

The per capita dnvestment din high
tech by Lhis provincial
government, and the support of its
universiky, on a per capita basis
is better than any other province
of Canadi, bar none! Tt is paying
off din the c¢reation of new Jjob
opportnnities, e investment
opportunities for all the people,
and  in parbicular, Mr Speaker,
the youth of this Province who
have now gol somethiing to aspire
to, who can see that there are new
technological opportuniities For
them there, There are new goals
which they can acquire. There ars
new challenges for them.
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I had to speak the other day, T
think, on a similar subject, when
we are talking ahout the
out-migration from this Province.
They Failed o mention the
in-migration into this Province of
people wi th high degreeas Qof
skills, people who are coming into
his Province becansa woe have an
enviromment , Mr. Speaker, and an
opportunity and challaenges, which
are as good e&s anywhere else dn
Canada today,
Contlrary to  bhe  popular  belief
opposite, most people in this
Province know bhatl, They know it
they understand it, and they are
very supportive of this govermnent
as a result.

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GIILBFERT:
Mr, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember [or Burgeo
Ray d' Fspoir,

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GII.BERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, T am happy to be able
bo stand and supporl my colleagne
from Stephenville's resolution. I
amn sad the eunployment is so bad in
this Province that we had to put
this resolukion on in  private
members' day, but after listening
to the hon. wmember for Si. John's
West (Mr. Barrett) there, I had
the Ffeeling that maybe if T was
back in a time capsule, as the
membars over there seem to be, and
we were back in the late 1930s and
earlye 19410s, ancd 1t was  Nagzi
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Germany, T would have felt that

the minister had  his statement
wriltten Tor him by Goebbels. Ik
seemed then that the more you tell

a  story, the more people will
believe 1it. If you tell it often
enotigh, you hope that people will
believe it.

T also was reminded of the old
saying  thai; "igures do not Tie
but liars figure." So, Mr
Speaker, lhe general condilions in
uniemploymenl 1n this Province has
heen adeguately discussed by the
lLeader of the Opposition vesterday
and other members as they spoke on
this.

I am fortunate din one way, il

suppose, that T represent Lhe
district of Burgeo - Ray
d'Espoir. Now 1n Burgeo itself,

.as the minister pointed out, and I

am yglad thal gobt through ko him
because over the last three years
as T have sitood +in this House and
talked about the Burgeo Road, to
point. that T always made toe Lthe
Premier and the Minister of
Transporbaition, anyone else when T
talked about the Burgeo Road was
the fact that Burgeo and Ramea and
that area were the most
economically wviable comminiities -in
the Province by virtue of the fact
thitt: the ish  plants were there
and they were working full-tilme.
Really bhere is no anemployment in
the BRurgeo end of the district,
But bthey are disadvantaged by the
Fact Lhat they got a road thal is
not il for Lthe Twenlilth Century.

This fokenism bthal we went into it
when we sold the railway of
putting $12 million into that read
over the next three years is
really not what the people of

Burgeo deserve. They deserve a
Jot hekker., Twelve million

dollars should have gone in over
the last three years and the road
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should have been wi. th

this agreement.

completead

So, I would be happy to debate
that with the hon. member  for

Burgeo on Saturday, and 1T have a

feeling I wight gel some support
for my ftheory on what should be

done on the Burgeo Road.

Rut  the dmportant thing that I
want ko talk about today, Mr .

that in the
districk of

Speaker, ds the fact
other end of e

Rurgeo - Bay d'Fspoir we have Lthe
highest  unemployment in  Canada.
When T hear hon. members over
Fhere stand up, the Minister of
Career Development (Mr. Matthews)
or khe Minister of Social Services

(Mrr, Tohin) and talk very proudly
about: how  Lhey crealed Len jobs
here and done this, and we have

done that, it
think of the
living in Bay

makes me sacd when. T

people that are
d'fspoir below bhe
poverty line. People are barely
existing, going from unenployment
Lo social services 1o a make-work
project to unemploymeni, the 42 .10
syndrome that 1is created by the
govermnent: .

MR. TOBIN:
Do you want more projects
district?

in your

MR. GILBERT:

For the interest of the Minister
of Social Services, Fhe last
project that he st

od up and
announced, ten jobs for
the Ray d'Espoir area, the
shipyard, they are nok able Lo
fill 4%, Mr. Speaker, because it
did nol i criteria under

proudly

meeil  the

that federal-provincial
agreement:. You have goi o havce

three
and to

long-term welfare
youth and Lhe
olher people that unemployved 1in
Fhat area, So 1The winislber s not
loo well aware of what is going on

people on
Lake in  bhe
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departmnant and giy
d'Espodir

in his
especially in the Bay
area.

going to gquote a few
bhen  am going Lo
of Bay d'Espoir say

I am
statishtics and
let the people

Lo the members of Ehis HMHouse what
I have said to members opposite in

my letters tro Lhe Premier and all
the rest of the ministers
concerning the terrible conditions
there.

DR. COLLINS:
Whai suggestions

have you made?

MR. GILBERT:

I will have my suggestions,

does not want Lo
Tandlord from

The wminister
hear, you sees. I'he
St. John's who rents his buildings
Lo Ehe govermpant, he  cdaes not
want to hear about Lhe

nmnempToyment in Ray d'Espoir.

AN HON. MEMBER:

MR. FUREY:

(Tnaudible).

MR. GILRERT:

They will be concerned
too, they will want to
you said abouk it.

that
what

about
hear

He was kick-start the

@conomy .

going to

MR. GILBERT:

Anyhow, the unemployment figures
in the Bay d'Espoir area from

the Head of
Ehere are
that area,

Milltown, Morrisville,

the Bay, SL. Alban's,
4,100 people 1living in
Mr. Speaker. Oul: of Ehat, there
is a work force of about 1,700.
Out of that, about 250 of Lhem are
full-time workers, and they are
the ones who work wikh Hydro and
there are fourteen of them now
heing i Jonn's, so thai

taken 1o G
is going to decrease the full-time
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workers by fourteen,

fs a wmatter of fact, some of the
people who work with Hydro
suggested to me that T kell fhis
hor, House about this: Hydro has a
contest bto name ithe building they
are going to build in St. John's.
S0 the people in Ray d'Fspoir have
suggested to me that they should
call ik 'The Bay d'fFspoir
puilding, ' dn view of  the facth
they are btaking lourieen jobs oul
of Lhere, So T pass that along.

Right: now, the latesh stabistics T
have on unemployment show 891 of
hermn From Swangers Cove, S
Joseph's, St Veronica's, St
Alban's, Morrisville, M1 town,
Head of the Ray are unemployed and
are collecting unemployment
insurance.

There was a survey done a couple
of vears ago which points oub some
interesting facts too. They
surveyed 2,000 people who lived in
that area. Oout of them, 69.4 per
cent of them had worked in LUthe
previous year anywhere from zero
ko nine months; 37.2 per cent of
those people, . ten weeks, zero to
nine weeks, 37 per cenl; bten weeks
only 13.5 per cent and from eleven
o bwenty  weeks, 18 7 per cent;
for 69 per cent of the people out
of the lLobal work force hiad workec
Teass than twenly  weeks din  the
year

Now, M. Speaker, that is the sort
of statistics we can tallk about.
We can hear all the glossy (igures
coming from over there and how we
are dmproving the employment and
unemployment in +the BRay d'Espoir
area or 1in  Neuwfoundland. Rul T
tell you right now, and as I have
said, T have realms of letters
down there I have written to the
Premier and every other minister
over there concerning the Bay
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d'Espoir.

MR. TOBTIN:
You have never written me a letter

yer.,

MR. GTIL.BERT:

There are lots of them down there
For you

T have presentoed petilions —

MR. TORTN:
(Inaudible).

MR. GULBERT:

There 1is none so blind as Lthose
who will nolt sew, and that is like
the Minister of Social Services
(Mr. Tobin).

I talked about the unemployiment In
Bay d'Espoir. I have written the
Minister of Social Services, I
have written the Premier and he
will bhe getting some more
letters. I will get you copiles
tomorrow of everything I got.

T just  heard the member Ffor St
John's West (Mr . Barrett) talk
abaoul: the fForestry workers. Well,
I will give him a few statistics
aboul the foresiry workers +in Bay
d'Espoir. One hundred and fifty

or Lhem at one time mere
permanent, part-ti employees

with the Departmenlt  of Forestry,
My,  Speaker, that has hee done
Away wilth, and T have leblers here
which T am going to read to the
House concerining  the plight  of
those people. Now there are one
handred and Fifty of then who have
to go out and try to find jobs in
that, area.

[(f one hundred and fifty people
lost their jobs 1in St. John's or
Corner Arook, Ehere would bhe all
kinds of inquiries about 1t and
Fhere would be something done to
alleviate the suffering. But what
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we have here s the Forestry
NDepartment decided bthey wanbed to
gel those fellows out because they
were paying then good money, %9
and $10 an hour, so they put it

ont to private contractors.

The winister now tells me, 'We are
spending just as much money in Bay
d'fFspoir  mnow  as  we were three
years ago,' Statistically, again,
he is right. Like [ said, figures
do not lie, but liars figure.
Sktatistically thare 1s  Jushk as
much money going into the forestry
in Bay d'¥Fspolir now as bthere was
threae years ago,

Thera is only one Tittle
difference, Three years ago the
people of Bay d'Fspoir e e

getting the benefit Ffrom it and
had  good jobs, employed lLen Lo
fifteen weeks a yedr and were
getiing good unemploymeni: whan
they were Jlaid off.

Now what has happened, Mr. Speaker

MR. TORIN:
What winislter (inaudible).

MR. GTLBERT:
Mr. Speaker, would you ask that

minister Lo sit in his own saal?

MR. TOBCN:

What minister are you talking
about?

AN HON. MEMBER:

You!

MR. GILBERT:

What has happened now, Mr .
Speaker, is that private
coniractors have now goi the

forestry contract 1aken over. The
pecple of Bay d'Espoir are working
for minimum wages and they are
making  some conbtraclors rich cin
Newfoundland . That 1s the social
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program you put in in Ray

d'Fspoir. Some  fellow comes in
bidding on a contract and takes
the wmoney ouwl on khis back. Tt s

not going into BRay d'Espoir.

I presented a petition din the
House some time ago, 3 May, das A
matter of fact, which nokody
Tlistened to over there. Tt was
signed by a couple of hundred
people down in Bay d'Espoir and T
am going to read that petition
hecause Lhai bells wmore about Lhe
conditions din Bay d'Espoir than
anykthing T could say, and ikt s
much more elegant than anything T
could say.

It says: "To the hon. House of
Assembly in Pardiamenl assambled T
do hereby present a petition on

hehialf of lhe unders igrned
residents of Ray d'Espoir,
M7 b own, in Lhe electoral
district of Rurgeo - Ray

o' Fspoir.

"at bLhe prasant time  we are
appalled by Lhe pnmber of people
who are unemployed and are very
unahle Lo secure employment in khe
Ray area. Immediate work dis bhadly
needed and immecdiate jobs have fo
be made available in order for the
residents Lo Lnmprove the
deplorable standard of living that
they now have.

"The uneminployed people in Bay
d'Espoir are very much frustrated
and disappointment 1is rampant when
we hear of outside contractors
given conkracts to plant trees in
our area, bringing in unemployed
people from elsewhere when our
local people go whlthout Fjobs. We
CAan plant Frees as well as
outsiders. This cannot be allowed
this season.

"Many  forest seclidons need to  be

worked an in regard Lo
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reforestation and many jobs can be
created allowing for more people
to gain employment if the
govermnent is trying to restore a
fast dwindling natural resource."

Now, Ethis 1s for the Minister of
Social Services (Mr, Tobin): "The
unemployed people, when their UTC
henefits have run  out, have no

other choice it Ehvough our
Social Services to gain social
welFara mnoney Lo keop Fheir

families.

"They then are put to work with
private enterprisoes  only to o be
paid not by private enterprise but
by Social Services. They  khen
have to work for very low wuages,
$5.00 an hour, and Tind it very
discouraging with not ernough
Finances ko buy household needs
which are so costly at this time
in our Tlives.

"OQur people are forced to work for
minimum wages. We +trust, and do
helieve, Lhatk the present PC
administration can do better to
improve the lives of the people 1in
rural areas like ours.

"We cherish our home villages and
we do not want to live our lives
in other arcas. ¢

"Please equalize the jobs for bhe
artemployed and not centralize them
s0 ocur people have te be removed
from traditional Jife and to take
tpon  themselues  an urban  way  of
Tife which they find hard to cope
with, "

Mr. Speaker, thaii is a plea from
the unemployed people of Ray
d'Espoir. The Minister of Social
Services (Mr. Tohin) can sit there
and Tlaugh all he Jlikes, bul that
is a plea from the people of BRay
d'Espoir who want jobs. They do
not want social service, they do

L3696 June 29, 1988 Vol XL

not want to work for minimum wages

in private enterprise. They want
to have work and the government
has the opportunily to do. The

wear with all is there. If T have
the btime, T will be able to kell
them whabk they can do.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. GILBERT:

M. Speaker, it s sort of a c¢rinme
over here, or a crime for members
over  here, anyone who  has  beean
successful din business, that s
considerad a crime over lhere, [r
you have not heen sucking Lhe
government tilt all your 1ife, you
have & problem, but 1if you have
heen successful in business, thak
is a crime. I am not at all
ashamed of the fFact Tthat I was
successful in business.

'
i

I would like to read another
letter concerning youth
unemployment.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible).

MR. GILBERT:
l.Lel. Lhe people of
ahout that.

Rurgeo tell you

Anyhow, Mr. Speaker, it ds all
Fight for the members to jesh, but
this ds & =serious problem that T
have, tnemp Loymnent in Ray
d'Fspoir. T asked this young man
s T oam going bo read bis name tin
the record. He wrote me a letter
conceriving tnemployment: and hre
teld me it was alright. So I am
going to lable the Tleller. You do
not want the name, do you,
Minisler of Social Services (Mr.
Tobin)?

MR. TOBIN:
(Inaudible).
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MR. GILRERT:

A1T right, For the benefit of tho
Minister of Social Services, I
will nebk say his name. He says,
"T am din level ITI at Greenwood
High School. As  with gracdual-ing
students there dis a sense of pride
and accomplishment, but in wmy case
my sense of pride and
accomplishment i somewhalt
hindered. A1l through my academic
school years [ have btried my best
at achieving good marks and so far
have been successful in doing just
that.

"Just last week my class had dits
senior prom, The whole cersmnony
was beautiful and it was just too
bad bhat you missed 11.

"During Fhe gradualion our
homeroom teacher, Miss L.

Pumphrey, read a telegram From you
stating that if you could be of
any assistance Lo us, you would be
only too glad to help.

"Weall, Mr . Gilbert, I have A
proplem and T hope you can help
e . Tin khe Fall € plan fo abiend
& professional driver's school din
St. John's to gel kraining in Lhe
fields of bus driving, truck
driving, heayy eqiripment
opaeration,

" is a career that [ have been
interested in every since I was a
k-id. [ am determined Lo Find work
af ter I have completed the
course.,

"But before T can attend T need
money, all din all about $3,000
total. I had hoped to obtained a
summer job to help offset the cost
somewhat, butk ny chances of
finding one are pretty slim.

"My nother baby-sits  about three
days & week, and my father 1s an
unemployed  woodworker " Fypical
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"Just last year, he
n

of the bay.
received only ten  weeks work,
typical of many men 1in +the Ray
d'Fapoir aroa

"only a small percentadye of khe
graduates 1in  my class received

sumner  work. T am pobt sure how
many out of the thirty-one

gradualbes have obtained jobs but I
know for sure the figure is pretty
smell, T BIAs one of the
unfortunate ones.

"So, Mr. Gilbert, you see, the
Future right now  Tooks pretty
bleak for the youth in Bay
d'Fspoir and T mn asking of you as
our MHA to assist me and other
unfortunate graduates of 1988 (In
finding work over the summer.

"Graduation is not only a time of
leaving school but also a bime of
considering one's life goals.
Before [ can achieve that goal, T
need some financial assistance. I
am ready, wilTing, T am able to
work and T will do anyithing.

"So, Mr Gilbert, T am asking you
as my MHA to assist me in finding
A summer job. T hope to hear from
you in writing very soon. Time is
running  onlt and the school year
will soon come Lo an end.

"T thank you in advance for your
help and co-operation. My address
s dn the Fkop right hand corner of
this page."

Mr, Speaker, that is
unemployment . Mat spaeaks for

itself when we talk about the
unemployment out khere.

MR. YOUNG:

Table that now! Table it!

MR. GTLAFRRT:

That is the problem with the youth
all over Ekhe Tsland, T subwnit, but
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in Bay d'Espoir in particular, and
that says a lot more than any
group of politicians could say.

The next thing we have to talk
about 1is the senior citizens, the
older people, not senior cikizens,
but because of the peculiar
situation in Bay d'Espoir, people
did not have a company to work
wikh, so khey have nol golk pension
henefits, So what we are finding
i a4 bunch of  people who are
heltween Fifty and sixty-five years
old, nobt old enough to gelb Lheir
Canada Pensions and all of that.
We Find that bthose peoploe are in
arn unfortunate position in  that
nobody wants to hire people Tifly
years old. Nol Jike the Minister
ef Communications, he has @ job as
a  politician. That 1s alright,
but  what T an  saying is  that
normally they do not.

Now those people have been very
concerned, and I think someone
said once that the sociely bthat
does not look after its youth and
its old is in trouble. T say that
Lhis government has got this
society in krouble by not looking.

I have another lekter here that
was written to me and to the MP
for the district,.

MR. YOUNG: .
He is reading his mail, M.
Speaker. He should de that in his
office,

MR. GI]JRFERT:
[t says, Mr. Speaker, "Dear Sirs:
Fnclosed please find & list of

unemployed people in Fhe St
Al ban's area age Fitty to

sixity ive.

"The Winter months are approaching
rapidly and these people have
nothing to live on or keep them
warm  through  the cold season.
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These men have been everywhere
through their lives on different
conskruckion jobs, and lived out
of a suitcase for years and
years. '

"Up ko this age no ong cares Lo
hire them or to employ them for
any  length of timne, Lherefore,
they are left out in the cold.

"Could you at least gilve us some
supporlt for these cold and hungry
people? Please! Waiting Lo hear
From you in bthe very nedar Fubure. "

Mot was  weitlben by a group of
people in Ray d'Fspoir that banded
themselues finto  a  group  called
Survival One.

So, what I am saying, Mr. Speaker,
is  when T hear members opposite
talk about the great job -

MR. YOUNG:

Did you write anything (inaudible).

MR. GILBERT:

- they have done for unemployed In
this Province, and the dimprovement
in the sktatistics, T am rather
concerned when I have the
situation so near home, as ik 1s
in the Bay d'Espoir area.

It dis nice for the Minister of
Consumner AFfadrs a1l
Communications (Mr. Young) to sit
Fhere and make all sort of snlde
remarks and walk away not caring,
becanse bthatb ds indicaitive of what
this governmeant feels about
nnemployment. T4 is greal that
they can sit there and smirk while
T was reading bthose letlers from
the people that have a genuine
concern for Lheir way of life.

They do not want to live on the
Fen week/Forty two syndrome, they
want jobs . As the unemployed
workers who sent in  the peldikion
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te Lhis House said, bGhey do not
want to be forced to go on welfare
$0 they CAan and up geiling
unemployment for another forty- two
weeks, to come ofF that and then
go bhack on welfare, and to then
have bthe same cycle to go over and
ouver again.

S50, with that i mi e, Mr
Speaker, unemployment ds a serious
problen, We hear the mewbers over
there stand up and gloss it all
over, bubt T would like {for some of
Lhem to come down Lo Bay d'Espoir
ardd make Fhe speaech that ILhe
member for St. John's West (Mr.
Barrebtt) just made there.

MR. BATRD:
He dis going there on Saturday.

MR. GILBERT:

He 1is going to make it in Burgeo.
T would 1like Ffor him to talk to
them in Burgeo about the road. He
said he was going to tell them and
I want to debate him on the road.
leelb him come to Bay dJd'Fspoir nexi
Saturday with me and make the
speach he made hera abont how good
and rosy the unemployment dis and
how much il has improved,

MR. SPEAKER:
Orderr, please!

The hion. the member's Utime has
alapsed.

MR. GTILBERT:

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I say
Lo the members, c¢all an eleclion
and we will settle this problem.

MR. BAIRD;
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
West .

MR. BATRD:
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T ighi have a 1itkle surprise For
the members.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STIMMONS:
His maiden speech!

MR. 8BALRD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I appreciate the fact that some of
the members bthere opposite will be
out of a job and out of a friend
af ter the nexit eleckion. They
have now given me a little vote of
canfidence and T can assure you
when you come to my office, I will
nokt Forget how nice you were Lo mne.

Mr. Speaker, I want to rise and
speak against the resolukion puk

forth by the member for
Staphenuille (M. Ay lward),
obuiously a half decent

imdividnal, & very Tikeabhle wman.
I have nothing to say against him
personally, but [ feel he s maybe
being a little misquided by some
ol the older member s therae
opposite.

He starts off his resolution this

Wiy : "Whereas the  unempTloyment
problem in Newfoundland and

Labrador has  become progressively
worse.' Now, Mr. Speaker, in 1987
with a 2.7 per cent Cincrease in
the employment and that has been
upped much better Ghan Lhat since
1988 has come 1in. I do not know
where he gets his Figures.

When you talk about the Marystown
Shipyard Jlook abt  Lthe number of
paople khat are working -

MR. TULK:

Talk about the West Coast, will
you?
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MR. BATRD:

T will get around +to the West
Coast. T wmight get around o Fogo
also because my area, the West
Coast., is looked after. The
people at the Marystown Shipyard
who waere working there a faw years
ago, through the dinitiatives of
this governmenkt have Nnow 600
employed and their future is
certainly secure.

The Come By Chance oill refinery,
everyhody laughed, that was a
farce Ffrowm the start, bul then it
was saved by this government and
now it s not scrap Aany nore.,

We have a 1ikile business sharled
only two  years ago  with the
initative of  this govermment  in
Pasadena where there are making
poly  bags. There are lwentyodd
people employed around the clock.

We talk  aboutl  tourdism, I guess
there is not too many here
Familiar wibth it, bull Lhere were
over sevenly people employed on
Marble Mountain, again, through
the efforts of the Minister of
Developmenk and Tourism. Fvery
member of this government has been
pushing it and T am pleased ko say
that next year there will be 170
employed there.

n the resolubtion, Mr. Speaker,
there is also reference made about
"'The Tlabour relations c¢limate in
Newfoundland that has become
progress ively worse, keeping
irnvestors from setting up new
enterprise. "

Mr., Speaker, T  would certainly
hope  that every business which
wants to come into Newfoundland
sell np will not be subject to the
abuse, the untruths and suery
other thing that could happen to
make the Sprung greenhouse fail.
Lasth year there was talk, open bhe
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House, open the House! The House
has been closed for eight months!
Mr. Speaker, if you were, and T am
having it researched, if you were
ro  sil down  and  look at  the
questions and the time spent on
the Sprung greenhouse alone, you
would wonder where the Opposition
are getling their questions From.

MR. BAIRD:

What about your travel expenses?

MR. BAIRD:

My lravel expenses, Mr. Speaker.
T will allow him to dnterrupt for
one wrinnte and T owill answer For
my travel expenses and I will
issne  a  challenge bo  yon, Sir,
here and Mow: There wWas o
allegal ion made by the member for
Port de Grave (Mr. Ffford) to The

‘Fvening Telegram last Fall, that

I, in my capacity as a Special
Nssistant, spent $40,000 +Hin Lravel.

MR. J. CARTER:
Disgus ting.,

MR. BATIRD:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am dssulng a
challenge to him here and now: IF
he can prove dit, I will resign,
and 1f he cannok, he should resign.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RAIRD:
fven 1f he goes wikhin 10 per cent
of it, Mr. Speaker!

MR. DINN:
ITe has not gol the guts.

MR. RATRD:
Me has  nol  gob  the intestinal
fFortitude, Mr . Speaker, because

thia word, which might he
appropriate, I am not allowed to
nse, N1l he does is he is one of
these people who goes out and
spreacds PLINONUTS . He ig &
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dangerous indivicual. T am afraid
one of these days he dis going to
be dangerous Lo hiwmself and wmaybe
we will wall be happy some day.
Bnt this 1s nobt  the place For
rumours or innuendo  and I am
afraid that no man to stand up and
account for my expenses and to my
district, which will be proucn onl.

MR. TFURFY:
Table Lhem.

MR . EFFOQRD:
T wrote the Premier,

MR, BATRD:

Yes, and I will table them too and
I will not be ashamed of them as
much as you were when you were
Lravelling as A parliamentary
assistant, Sir.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAIRD:
And T will put my expenses up
against you any kime.

MR. FURFY:
Go ahead.

MR. BATRD:
You table yours and T will table
mwine. Mine are ready

MR, FUREY:
Mine are tabled din Ottawa.

MR. RAXIRD:
Indeed, they are.

MR. FUREY:
Sure they are. Check it out.

MR. RAIRD:
Mr. Speaker, those 7Jittle puppy
dogs are not going to hother me
tonight when I am Etrying to say a
few words.

Daniel's Harbour, that is
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certainly anolher area T heard bthe
member complaining about, again
through Lhe inikiative of this
government, 1t is back.

AN HON. MEMRER:
(fnaudible) .

MR. BATRD:

Certainly not through the member,
st in spite of bhe member for St.
Rarbe (Mr, Furey), that mine is
o operating

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAIRD:

We have a shipbuilding business
now going down in Ben¢eit's Cove.
Again, Mr. “Speaker, nobody knows
too much about it Dbecause this
govermnent, and may be it 1is one
trouble we do have, and that is
certainly not boasting about the
things that we do do. There are
many, many positive things in this
Province happening and I am very,
very prouwd Lo be part  of  this
administration,

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

When you talik abont the climate -in
the whole area, all we hear From
ACrossS i Honse i cdoom and
gloom. Yas, Mr. Speaker, T guess
there s deown and gloom. When you
look hack Lo the fFederal
govermnent, bhack only four or five
or six years ago when you were 22
per cenl.  and 20 per cent, a
Liberal Government 1in Ottawa, Mr.
Speaker, 22 per cenil: and 24 per
cent, and I daresay there is not a
map in this House nobk aware of two
or three business in their own
districts Ethat had to fail because
of the interest rates, when we
talk aboul: small business, c¢limate
and enktreprencurship.
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There is whalb happened o us, Mr.
Speaker, the three or four years
under this old lLiberal regime in
Ottawa when the business dnterest
rates wenl Lo blazes, thal is whal
happened to a Jot of our
entrepreneurs.

MR. FUREY:
Who was Premier here then?

MR. BAIRD:

Rut I am glad to say, Mr. Speaker,
through the inibtiatives of khis
government, we are certainly are
on the right krack.

SOME HON., MFEMBIRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. AATRD:

When an election dis called, Mr.
Speaker, - T have heard some of
the members there opposite hoping
we call an elecltion, Sie - T am
ready .

SOME HON, MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BATRD:

When they call it, I will  he
knocking on the doors, Lhe samne as
T did the last time. It was close
Lhe last Eime. { think 4k will be
less close this time because Roger
Stinmmons and his hrother there,
neither one of them will be in the
House the next Eimne.

Mr . Wells, the Leader of the
Opposition, perhaps 1f he stays in
Windsor — Buchans, now that the
fFormer member has acquired somne
money, he might not want o go
hack to go Lo work, and I am sure
the hon. the | eader of the
Opposiltion will probably have a
seat he wil) have & chance of
taking again., So a Little word bo
lhe wise, maybe you had best stay
where yon are, Sire.
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MR. DIINM:

He does not have a chance, not a
hope of ihnnber .

MR. BATRD:

With regard to the West Coast,
Sir, 4if you go out and find the
attitude in Corner Brook of the
people around and the business
community, you will find out where
the prosperity +is or where it is
starting ko be.

We have had some bhad years, three
or four bad years. Through the
iniliarive  of  this Faderal and
provincial government, both under
a PC banner, with the monies that
were put in Corner Brook Pulp and
Paper, the Tubture of the cmployees
there are now secured,

SOME 1ION. MFEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAIRD:
Our mill dis one of the best in the
world.

I am Jlooking forward, which is
parl of unemployment and
employment, to the access road to
Curling, Mr. Speaker, and T have
been pushing on that. I have had
more Lthan one meeting with the
Minister of Transportation, -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. DOYLE:
And T an geing to help him out.

MR. BAIRD:

I would certainly like to think in
Lhe not koo disbant fFuture we will
have word on the access road from
Curling to Corner 8rook whereby we
have a fish plant down there with
no  government  money  again,  Mr.
Speaker, but certainly the climate’
Al ce operabicn 1here, a Fish
plant with over 500 employees,

N
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They have bheen trucking fish up
through the sinall streets of
Corner Brook to the railway. I am
pleasecd to say T have been working
on it and I think we will be
Fairly successful wikhin Lhe nexk
couple of weeaks or certainly
within the nexi couple of months,

The college din Corner Rrook, Mr.
Speaker, [ am looking forward o
it also. Tt certainly has to do
with  wmemployment  so I am  nob
atraying of f the track through the
education bthat bthese young people

alre receiving, T am Tool:ing
forward and have been working faor
it ) thied and fourth year

university courses whareby the
students can come oult certainly
better oequipped to go dinto lhe
world and the bhusiness force.

There have been changes 1dn the
Fisher Technological Tnshkitute
last vear which are coming about
nexk year whereby Lthe younger men
and women of our Province and
indeed, the Wo st Coast in
particular, come out with thedir
training betber equippecd for jobs
and to go dinto small business for
themselves.

S50, Mr. Speaker, when you hear all
this doom and gloom from the
Opposiltion, T can appreciabe  thai
hecause  that 1s  their job. S0
there s nothing personal  abond
the people who sil there. I only
Feel sorry  for lThem. They have
all heen striving to be over here
for many, many years. The leader
of the Opposition was over here at
one btime, but  do nolt Ehink he
will get back on this side again.

50 the co-operation of this
government and the business

climake in the whole Province, Mr,
Speaker, I am sure 1s on the way
up and will continue to rise. God
forbid if the members there
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opposite were ever to get 1in
power, that 1s when you would know
what unemployment is! That is
when you wonld know what poverty
is. ;

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RATIRD:

We Brought din a Public Tender nck,
Mr-. Speaker, where everybody oul
Lhore gets o chance to go at i,
not  Llike yeanrs ago wilh cost
plis . Mhose  days  are  all gone,
M., Speaker,

So, I am very, very pleased Lo be
part  of  this  administration, T
feel confident for the next three
or four years and about thalb time
I should be retiring. For the
next three or four years, I will
be speaking from this side of the
floor, not: Fhat oftaen, Mr,
Speaker, because I do not consider
that: T am thakt good on my feet,
but I can certainly do my work.
My job is in the minister's office
where I do the lobbying lots of
Fimes For iy districl, for which I
was elected.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear)

MR. RALRD:

Again, Mr. Speaker, T look faorward
to  working  Fromo this positiion.
Not necessarily thiis one here,
maybe  that  once  there or  bhere,
certainly this side of the House,
Mr . Speaker.

For some of wy friends over Lhere,
a few may bhe back, I will be
looking forward Lo seeing you
again.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

No. 65 R3703



MR. SPFAKER:
The non. i
Twillingate.

@ member Ffor

—

MR. RAIRD:
He sal over here one time also.

MR. W. CARTER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It gives me a great deal of
pleasurae coday to support Fha
resolution put Forward by the

member for Stephenuille.

Mr. Speaker, 1if one were to sit
back here Fkoday and Tisken, you
would wonder sometimes if you were
in the Legislature in
Newfoundland, or maybe in Ontario
or one of the olher weallhier
Canadian provinces, because a few
moments ago, we heard the member
for St. John's West, the Minister

¢ Development  gebtbting np  and
painting a rosy picture of

condiltions in our Province.

OF  course, Fhen  Bhe member  For
Rurgeo Ray d'Fspoir (M~
Gilbert) got up and teld it as ik
ie, not s0  rosy. He told the
Lrulh, and he Taid ik ouk, Me,
Speaker, exactly as it 1is. And

now, of course, we have jusl been
treated 1o another speech from the
member From  Ehe West  Coast, in
which he, too, paints a rosy
plcture of concditions in our
Province and would lead one o
believe that all of this Ealk
about unemployment is nothing more
than a dirty rumour started by
people who are unemployed.

Mr . Speaker, some of the
statements that we have read in
the papers 1in recent days would
also Jead one to believe that
members on  that side and mewbers

on this side are living in
entirely differaent  worlds. For
example, the Government House
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Leader is quoted in a paper of May
30 as saying how delighlbed he was
with the latest unemployment
fFrigures. "They are é good
indication of the growth and
bright  future of  Lhis  Province,
despite the gloom and doom that we
of ten  hear.' He is  ralking here
about the unemployment rate, which
he said dropped a Full 2.5 per
cant, from 20 per cent to 17.5 per

canl:. Tmagine a minister in
Newfoundland being happy Dbecause

ik dropped 2.5 per cent,

MR. TULK:
Who said that?

MR. W. CARTER:

The Government House Leader -

MR. TULK:
Yo are kidding!

MR, W. CARTER:

- with his rosy glasses on. Mr .
Spaakar, imagine A arinister din
this Cabinet getting up and taking
pricde  in the fact  thatt we only
have an unemploymenl rate in this
Province mow  of 17,5 per  cenk!
Can you imagine, M. Speaker?
Althongh, of course, according to
the Minister of Finance, we do not

have any unemploymentk in tLhe
Province. In fact, The Evening

Telegram, T think, deallt rather
adequately with the minister in
their editorial on April 14 when
they said, 'Just who is My,
Windsor trying to kid, or what is
he trying to prove?!' Imagine, the
Minisker of Finance making such a
statement in a Province where we
have such high unemployment!

Mr. Speaker, the fact that we have
Nnow nad in Lhis Province a
do-nothing government for the past
seven or eighl or nine years, T
think, is now  coming home to

roost, The Facl Lhat the
unemployment figures in our
No. 66 R3704



Prouvince are now higher than they
were in 1979 when the present
government took office, I think
speaks for itself. OF course, Mr,
Speaker, now we have the latest
great sell-oukt 1in the Province,
where we saw the Premier and his
miniskers last week taking pride

in the sell-out of the
Newloundland Railway, the Canadian
Naiional Railway in this
Province, One wo 1l beliave,
Ticlening to them, that this was
Lhe  greatest  Ehing since  sliced

braead.

PDR. COI| INS:
What sell oun? Falk some sanse!

MR. W, CARTER:

Mr, Speaker, 1 the Minister of
Heallh wishes Lo speak, Lhis
debate will last until 5:00 p.m.
[ will bhe taking wmy seal: in about
fifteen or twenty minutes. In
fact, [ will take it sooner if he
is going to get up and make a
speech; but  he should noit sit
Lhere and just try to dnterrupt
members on this side who are
trying to make a speech. One
would expect nore, Mr. Speaker,
from the gentleman who is supposed
to be the Depuky Premier, in
setting an example for members in
Ehis House,

M. Speaker, the railway sell-ont
is just another dindication of the
prire  hypocrisy being pracbiced by
thhe  members opposite. In one
breath  they talk aboni defending
the righls of Newfoundlanders and
defending the Terms of Union, and
then, of course, when we have a
real case  Hnnder the  Terms  of
Union, they quickly sneak away and
sell  ont the shop. (N F is A
shameful sellout, Mr., Speaker, and
one thaltt I believe will haunit kthis
government for as long as they are
in office and, "dindeed, will haunl:
the Newfoundland people for
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decades, indeed, maybe centuries

to come.

fo suggesk that the Government of
Canada, through Canadian Naticgnal

bhe allowed, indeed aided and
abetted to abandon Lhe rail
service on September [l auen

though there will be no great
improvements  in the Trans- Canada
Highway probably until ten years
hence, jusl does nol make sense.

Then to add -insall to injury, of
course, we hear Lhe Premier
belling us  wibth aw sbraighh face
that recent surveys dndicate LULhat
as a resulbt of abandoning the eratl
service we  will only See an
aclditdonal Fourteen
tractor-trailer trucks per day on
the highway. You know, bthal is an

insult, Mr. Speaker, Lo the
inktelligence of eguery living

Newfoundlander, and especially to
Newfoundlanders who have occasion
to drive over the Trans-Canada
Highway, as [ do quite frequently,
when you are literally taking your
Tife in your own hands Lo go on
that road. One can only wonder
Just  how much more dangerous itk
will be once the freight that
would normally be transported over
the railway dis diverted +to the
Trans Canada, [l is going ko he a
dangerous experience For any
person lo drive auer thak
Trans-Canada wibth such an dncrease
in tralffic,

M. BSpaakaor, today  we  saw the
Minister of Fisheries defending
his  policies wilkh respact Lo the
glut problem that we are having in

the  [Fisheries. OF  course, when
one talks about unemployment in
Iheis Province, or amployment

potential, then, of course, it
st follow  thal  one must  talk
about the fishery, because I
SUPPOSE that is Lhe greakeslh
potential source of employment in
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this Province if it were properly
developad.

Now, My . Speaker, the Premior
today made light of my queslion to
the minisber when I asked him what
provisions were being made to deal
with the glut problem, As T osacid,
the glut problem is not something
thall is new in Lhis Prowvince, and
I went on to say that it ds a

problem that kaeps occurring
almost every year, except for the
past two  or Lhree  years. OF

course, that got quite a chuckle
From members opposibe.

Rut the fack of the matber -is, Mr.
Speaker, that the glut problem is
something that did not only occur
this year. When I was 1in the
Cabinet as Minister of Fisheries,
the glut problem then was a wvery
serious problem. Inm fack, we Look
someé measures to deal with it, and
( am happy to say bthalt we werce
cuccessful to a Jarge degree in
coping wiih Lhat very serions
problem, Rut the mindster now
appears to  have given up  on  the
subject . We had the Minister of
Fisherioes and Ocaans (Mr.  Siddon)
from 1he Federal Government here,
[ believe on Monday. Now il bhere
aver was & gentleman who needs
some instructions on the problems
in the Newfoundland fishery 1t is

that winister, T remember soceing
hrim heing interviewed on
Felevision, T helicue il WAs

Monday or Tuesday night, and the
question, of course, pubt to him by
the +interviewer had to do with the
glut problemn. The miniskter, of
course, wrapped himself again in
the flag and insisted thakt we
should not even entertain the
thought of allowing Portuguese,
French or Spanish vessels Lo enter
our wakers for the purpose of
purchasing fish from our fishermen
who cannobk sell il to Neuwloundland
plants. Of course, I do not think
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conservation

anybhody on this side of the House
wonle disagree wilth that position
hecause we know that Portugal and
Spain have recklessly ignored Gthe
measures to which
Canada, and obher nations of bhe
world that Fish dn the North
Atlantic have subscribed. We  krnow
that they have recklessly gone out
o Lhe Nose and Tail of bthe Grand
Bank and overfished. We know, of
course, of the probloems we arae
having rnow with the government and
the private sector In France, 5o
certainly 1t would probably he
Aagainst our best interests to
provide access for vessels from
those countries Lo our harbours
and our bays to get fish from the
Newfoundland Fishermen,

Mr. Speaker, that 1s certainly not
the answer in a Province where

today Yol have unemployment
probably close to 20 per cent. It
s certainly  nob in  our  best

interests to have fish, harvested
L NewilFoundTand hy  Newfoundland
fishermen, shipped Lo other
conntries by way ol Lhese Tlarge
vessels, bthereby providing jobs in
Fish plants in France, Portugal
and Spain, when we have so much
nnemployment  in bhis Province  and
so many problems pertaining to the
processing seclor of Lhe fishery

Rut there are solutions, M,
Spaaker, Lo thal problem,
solutions, I am afraid, that the
minister has fFailed to address.
Certainly, the answer is not to
ancourage over -the-side sales, or
to encourage vessels of foreign

registry o come in here  and
purchase fish and, like I said,
then Lake ik hack Lo their

respective countries, whereby
employment is provided for thelir

own nationals when we in
Newfoundland have such a need for
more employment opportumnities.

The answer Lo  bthe glull problemn,
Mr. Speaker, is one that I am sure

Mo, 65 R3706



the minister would find some
reference ko if he Look Lhe
trouble to go through his files
and check some reports pertaining
to the glut problem. I believe in
those reports he will Find what T
consider Lo be an adequate
sotlution Lo the problem.

Mr, Speaker, most of our seasonal
fish plants in this Province,

especially Lhe ones on ithe
Noriheast Coast, are operating at
nueh less than half  of - Feioe

actual operaling capability, so we
hauve the curse of  seasonalily cin
our fish plants, and now in a Jlot
ol Nawiiound Land oulporl s wiith
co- called seasonal plants, we have
the  syndrome  referred Lo by our
leader yesterday, the 10/42 lolto
syndrome,  where people shrive o
get ten weeks work in order to get
forty- two weeks nnemployment
insurance bhenefits, That syndrome
has  permealed, T suppose, almosl
every rural community in this
Province, much to the sheane of
this government and, of course,
Lhe governmnantk in Ot lawa.
Newfoundlanders, My, Speaker, did
not join Canada, did nok become
Canadians 1in 1949 and to remain
second-class Canadians. T would
suggest to you, Sir, that most
Newfoundlanders would prefer not

to he Canadians if it means,
almost in perpetuily, bheing
treated Jike second-—-class

Canadians. When yon realize what
16 happening din this Prouvince, and
the lack of job opportunities and
our reliance upor unemployment

insirancs venefits, Fhen, of
course, one must wonder just how
success il Confederat-ion has
heen. Certainly, it s not as

successi il as that invesiigated by
lhe Fathere of Confederation, and
by our OWn Fiving rather  of
Confederation, M Smallwood,
Certainly providing ten weeks work
in  order to  provide
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Forty—-two -

weeks of unemployment dinsurance
benefits 1is nobk khe way that we
want to live as Canadians. And,
of c¢ourse, as T said at the
beginning of my few remarks, when
vou talk aboubk unemployment and
employment 1n Newfoundland, then
one muskt talk aboubt Lhe fishery,
because therein probably lies now
the one big hope For a drastic
reduction in the unemployment

statilsbics in bhvis Province.

My Speakear, I gol: guite i
reaction from members opposite din
i Hounse @ while  ago  whaen,

replying 1o a statement by the
Minister of Fisheries wherein he
announced Lhat his department was
making $20,000 available to a fish
plant operator in Hant's Harbour,
the Janes Mish plant and bhait bthe
$20,000 Iy the minister's OWN
shatement. would provide T bhelieue
eighty jobs in the processing
sector of Lhe ffishery, T pointead
out to the minister and to the
House Fhat: the government hes
spent on Sprung in excess of $15
million, We  hear all kinds of
rumors of other monies being
sought from othear sources in
government by Sprung to keep it
operaling. Do you realize the
amount of money government has
spenl growing something for which

there is no market in bhis
Province, nonae whaltever?
Certainly, the market fop
cucumbers in Newifoundland will

absorb a wvery small fraction of

Fheir  actual producidion, 0iF bhey
are going to produce as promised

in  the initial announcement . S0
we are spending now $15 million

producing cricinnbers For which
there is no marketl, providing
mayhe 100 jobs, or noit many mare
than that, If that amount of
money were spent in bthe processing
sector of Lhe fishing dindustry
then, Mr.  Speaker, 1 suggesk Lo
you that Newfoundland's
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unemployment rate today would not
he close ko 20 percent buit would
probably be c¢loser to a single
digit.  monber. And Fhereiin, of
course, M, Speaker, 1 helieve
lies one of the problems, one of
the sins 1his government will have
Lo answer for. They appear Lo
have pul a lol more dnterest in
chas ing af ter Fhings than
recognizing the things that we
have .

Tn my district, Twillingaie, For
example, T suppose apart from what
happens during the fishing saason,
that very short season, I suppose
in Twillingate district as dindeed
in all of the districts on the
Northeast Coast there s a FEime

when unemployment there would
probably bhe in @axcess of 90

percent, where there i1s almost a
Fotal reliance an unemployment
insurance benefits for survival.
T suppose my colleague here [rom

Rurgeo -- Bay d'Fspoir suffers from
the sawe problem. T owould imagine

in his district, certainly in the
Bay d'Fspoir area there ara times

wikrern unemploymernt is probably
staggering 90 perceaint.,
Now, Mr Spaaker, Fhe members

opposite often challenge us to
Fell  Fhem whab we wortld do, what
ahswers do we have to  the
proi:lems, what are onr solultions,

It €A Fell the  ministers  and
government opposite now that 10
percent.  of what  they speni  on
Sprung, 10 percent of the wmoney
thalb  was speni on Lhe  Sprung
project, would have had the effect
of creating hundreds of jobs in iy
district, where there is an
abundance of sca food, where we
have a labour force that is
competent to develop thakt sector
of the fishery, where we have
almost an  unlimited markelb For
practically all kinds of seafood,
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S50, Mr.

and where now, by the way,
contrary Lo the point the Minister
of Health was trying to make, we
have everylhing being shipped ouk
of that district in its raw state,
Fhe  bhest  exanple, T suppose, of
the proverbial hewers of wood and
deamers of water Ehak
Newfoundlanders seem destined to

he,

Speaker, this govermnent
has nothing to be proud of when it
COMe s o Lheir record of  jaob
creation. In fact, they have
relied, T helieve, too heavily on
the 10/42 o get people off
welfare, gel them in & ten week
job so that eventually then they
can slip back on unemployment
insurance. That seems to bhe the
only policy this government has.

Mr. Speaker, & Few nomenk ago we
listened, again, to the Minister
of Development, the member for St.
John's West, like I said, paint a
very glowing piclture of conditions

in this Province. Tt makes you
wonder when membars o Lhe
Cabipet, and especially a sepior
s ber . e Miniglter of

Development 1is a wvery dmportant
portfolio in this or any Cabinet
with great potential to do great
Lhings Tor the Province in lerns
of job c¢reation and development,

Aas the  bitle  of  his  portfolio
implies, the Department ofF
Development and Tourism - bui it
makes vyou wonder when we see a
mwinister  like thatt  gel  up  and

refuse Lo recognize some of the
real problems facing our Province
and our people, and to try to kid
himself, because he is not kidding
anybody else. He is certainly not
kidding Lhe 10,000 or 50,000
Newfoundlanders who are on the
rolls of the unemployed, he is not
kidding the people in the
Twillingate diskrict whao need
employment, or the people of Bay
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d'Fspoir.

MR. SPEAKFER:
Order, pleasel

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, to conclude, but when
a minister gets up in his place in
this House and pretends that
avarything s well, well, Fhen
what can we expect from them? How
can we look o the govermnenl wilbh
any  kind of hope when one of the
mos . prominent nembers ol thal
government refuses Lo  recognize
Fhings as  they are and, instead,
gets up and {tries to paint a rosy
picinre and, Tike [ said, kidding
nobody but himself?

Thank you, Sir.

MR. DINN:

Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Minisler of Mines.

MR, DINN:

M, Speaker, today, Private
Member's Day, we are debating a
very serious resolution. Tt has
Lo do with unemployment in the
Provinca of Newfoundland and
Labrador, and anyone who does not
recognize, and we certainly do,

that we have an unemployment
problen in Lhe Province i
blindfolding the devil in the
dark, as Lhe hon. mermkber for

Twillingate would say.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, 1if you read Lthe
resolution, one  has b Liake A
serious Jook at what d41s really
happemning. The  resolubion, For
example, says:

"WHERFAS 1he unemployment problem
i bthe  Province of  Newl cundland
and I abrador has hecome
progressively worse, . "
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Well, Mr. Speaker, let us just
address L hat preamble to Ehe

resolution we have here today. I
have some shatistics, Mr., Speaker,
that the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition 1is wont ko quote. This
is hot of the press from Stats

Canada and, My, Spaeaker, it
compares unemployment in

Newfoundland in the month of May
this year as compared to last year
and the year baefFore last. The
number of people, for example,
employed this year in May, as it
compares Lo last year and din
1986. Well, My, Spaaker, there
must be something happening in the
Pravince over and abouve the doomn
and gloom that we have heen
nearing From hon . memnbers
opposite, because, Just s an
exampla, o May, 1988, Tlast wmonth,
there were 197,000 Newfloundlanders
employed in NewfoundTand and
| abrador. If we compare thalt, Mr,
Speaker, o May, 1987, wheare we
had 182,000 people employed, one
would have bo think that there has

been some improvement . The
improvement:, Mr . Spaakear, W s

something like 15,000 more jobs
this year than Lthere were last
year, So, Mr. Speaker, how can
Fhe preamble to this resolution
stand on dits merits when it says
"the unemploymenk problem in the

Province of Newfoundland and
FLabrador has become progressively
worse'? That 1s obviously not
Lrie Thera are mor e paoplea
employed in the Province of
NewlFoundTand and Labrador bhis

year than there were last year;
therefore, somebhing good must be
happening .

T will give © hon, members an
example of some of the good things

Ehat are happening in this
Province bthat  conld  nob  happen,
Mr, Speaker, if hon ., members
opposile were siill in power: n

the mining dindustry, Mr. Speaker,

Nao. 5 R3709

N



something Jlike 50 per cent of the
ground that was capable of being
used for exploration and
developmenl: in this  Province in
1971 was in the hands of basically
two or  three compavies. TF  you
wanled to explore din Labrador in
1971, you had o go bto sec Mre

Noyle. You did not go lo the
Government: of Lhe Prouvipce bto see
af you could pxplore in
Neuwl onndTand and Labrador, you
went o Mr. Doyle bhecause, M-,

Speaker, e Former
administration, of which the

Leader o¢f the Opposittion was a
member, had conceded all of these
lands to  four or f{ive would be
developers in this Province.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we do not have
to go bhack wvery far to find outk
what should have been done in
those twenty -thrae years. In khe
1930s, the Amulree Royal
Commission Report Was wrikken,
which basically said,
"‘Newfoundland, you have done very
poorly with the fisheries; you
have given away your foresits and
you have given away your mines and
the capability of wines on  the
Tsland. You have given them to a
Few developers, and yon should nob
do that in labrador.' That was
written in Lhe 1930s5. S0 what
happened,  Mr. Speaker? In  the
19505 amd  bhe  1960s, the party
whom  members opposite represent
now,  Jaue b all  wway . Again,
they took fabrador. They gave
amway  Lhe wrines, they gave away bhe
power, they gave away everything,
Mi~. Speaker. So whal: were we Jeft
with? We were left, Mr. Speaker,
with a pretty sorry state in 1972,

MR. STMMONS: -
How about the railway?

MR. DINN: :
Yes, Mr. Speaker, and they gave
away the railway.
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We have a letter here, Mr .
Speaker, thal indicates when the
railway was given away and who
gave ‘il away. Now, Mr. Speaker, I
do not mind the hon. the member
For Forbtune Hermitage
interrupting, he dis wonl to do

that in this Honse, hut, My,
Speaker, there is nothing, 1o
spactacte morae ridicnlous -« and o
saw him up today doing it - than
e Mo membar  for Forbune

Hermitage in one of his periodic
Mils  of morality. We  saw him oat
it here today, and I would ask him
right. now, Mr. Speaker, bo sib in
his place, listen for a while and
he might Tearn some khing.
Recause, Mr., Speaker, we would be
in prebky drastic shape 1F Lhat
hon. member ever ended up over
here,

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:

We saw A  spechacle of  that L
Qttawa. The ten-day-wonder is now
interrupting in bthe House again.

Now, Me. Speaker, to deal wikh the
resolution, 197,000 people working
in May  bhis  year, uversus 182,000
in May Jast year 1w an
improvement,  so  thab preamble Lo
the resolution really bears nao

we g, A Al Tabe hauve gone
through @ recession and 4t  hit
Meuif ounc Lad very, very badly .
And, Mr. Speaker, the unemployment
rate in MoewloundTand today Ls

still a problem and we are working
on ik, Mr. Speaker.

Bul: jusl ko give you an example,
in mining alone, this year for the
first timne in our history -
another record has been broken in

mining - we have oaover 50,000 new
claims staked din this Province
this year., lL.ask year we  had

nearly 40,000.
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MR. FFFORD:
Dicd yoit say pew brades?

MR. DTNN:
The horn., member for Port de Grave
is suffFering from a hearing
problem. 1 said "Mew claims
stakaed in this Province, ' Mr
Speaker.

MR. FI'FORD:
I ain sorry,

MR, DTANN:

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Herni tage should Tearn not, Lo
interrupt, There are a few little
Fidbits here thall we could throw
across at him, Mr. Speaker, so he

should nolk dinterrapt. T do net
mind being dnterrupled by the hon.
member because here 5 A

btit-for-tat rule 1in this House of
Assembly, Mr. Speaker, so [ can
give the hon. member & Jol better
than he can throw across this way,

50ME HON., MEMRBFERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DTNNM:
Now, Mr. Speaker, Tlast year there
were 550 people working in just

the exploration industry in
Newfoundland. Mr . Speaker, i.f

John Jones from Duckworth Street
wants o cladm stake in this
Prouince, he has every right to go
into Ethe Clatins Recorder, get his
tags, go out and start exploring.
He can do Ehat Lomorrow, Mr .
Speaker. He could not do 4t in
the 1950s and 1960s, Mr. Speaker,
because in the 1950s and 1960s, as
hon. memhers know and bthey should
he hanging their heads 1in shame,
they had fo go to see John C.
Poyle, Mr. Speaker, that 1is what

they had Lo do. Ancd  Ethe  hon.
member: was part of that
acdminis tration andl it gRE nol
somelhing that the hon. membher

should be proud of
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MR. WFLLS:
Wonlc Lhe
question?

winisber permii a

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No, no!

MR. DINN:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will permit a
question if the hon. lLeader of the
Opposition will lay on the table
of the House where he is getting

his extra 50,000 hucks, M,
Speaker. That s when T will
forfeit the floor of this House Lo
the hon. the I eadar of the

QOpposition, and not hefore, My,
Speaker,

SOME HHON .
Hear, hear!

EMBERS:

MR. DINN:
There s nobhody  puticing  anything
in the member for Pleasantuville's

pockel, Mr. Speaker. The hon. the
Leader of the Opposition cannot
say Lhat, Mr. Speaker, T dJdo not

gel any extra little btidbits from
anybhody

Mr., Speaker, the hon. the |eader
of the Opposiition spoke in this
House vyesterday for well over an
hour . Mr. Speaker, he could charm
570,000 people for an hour and
nevaer geb rid of one ddea, because

he has nothing there, My,
Spaiaker. He is shallow. That is

what the hon. Leader of the
Opposiktion ds, shallow, A very
shallow politician, and he 1is on
very wedalk ground with raespeck Lo
his extra emoluments, Mr
Speaker, Whatl he should do 1is go
out and fill out his Conflict of
Tnterest Stalement, Mr, Speakar .
That is what he should do.

MR. J. CARTEFR:
L ouk his resignation,

MR. DTNN:
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Yes, the next kthing should come is
his resignation.

Mr. Speaker, T am not proud as a
mamber of this House Lo stand in
my place and know that there is a
politician i.n iy profession
getting extra money Trom someone.
Mr. Speaker, [ am nob  prond of
that .

The unemployment rate in the
Prouiince of MeuH otrind Taind @il
| abhrador dis rnot something thalt we
should be prow ol . We shonld be
worlking on il day and night, as we
are., The han. Minisber of

Development, Tthe hon., Minister of
Fisheries (Mr. Rideout), bhe hon.
the President of the Council (Mr.
Sinms), Fhe Deputy  Promier, the
Minister of Social Services, there
is not a member on this side of
Lhe House, Mr. Speaker, who is not
working tooth and nail, day and
night, to +try and improve a very
poor unemployiment rate. Tt is
something like 18 per cenlt, Mr.
Speaker, Tt is nok one thalb T an
proud of, and we went through a
pretty. Fine, bub the lLeader of the

Opposition should look hack
through bthe stabistics, and nol be
selective when he is quoling
statistics, Mr . Speaker .

Yesterday when he stood in  this
House he was very seleciive, T
noticed; he comparead 1981 and
1986, and then he jumped From 198%
tao 1987, Mr. Speaker. Apples and

apples is  what  we are  falking
about here, Mr. Speaker. There
are 550 pecple working in
exploration in the mining

industry, Mr. Speaker, and we have
a Mineral Development Agreement
signed. T Tike to dgive cradil
where credit is due, and a Mineral
Development Agreemenl was signed
in the early 1970s, when there was
a former adminiskration in Ottawa,
a Liberal administration - I give
them credit - and thalb is another
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reason why we have a lot of
exploration in this Province, as a
resull of that and as a result of
the laws that we passed here in
Lhis Province. The hon. membear
For Twillingate was a part of it;
he was over here, and T know he
was very supportive of getting rid
of bhad concassion system  and
getting to an open claim staking
sysbem, The no ., memker far
Twillingate, T krnow, was over here
A was very  supporitive of  Phatl
Mr. Speaker, this Province would
siaginale in o jusi one indusbry
alone, in the mining dndustry, if
we  had not changed the Taw din the
1970s, so thalt any Newfoundlander,
anyone worlh his sall, anyene who
wanted +to get dinvolved din the
mining industry could, and can Lo
this day, but could not din the
1950s and 1960s. F'he now Leader
of the Opposition, when he was a

member of Lhe former
administration, did not do much
about changing that system. Al1

we hear then, Mr. Speaker, were
the liochbhtenstein deals.

MR. SIMMONS:

He is reborn again now.

MR. DINN:
Oh, - he is reborn again now. He is
oul there now in his pompous style
trying to con ihe people of this
Province,

The hon. wmember for Stephenuille
brought A rasoliiion into Lie
House that has five preambles that
are tobtally “inaccurate, and then,
based on thalt, he goes on Lo say

et us concdemn the prasent
administration. For what?

Condemn bthe present. administration
for revitalizing the newsprint
industry? For saving
Stephenville? Is that what we
condemn them Ffor? Condemn them
for saving Corner Brook? It was
gone when Bowater pulled ouk. Is
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that what we will  cendemn  this
administration for?

MR. BATRD:
Who was the Rowater's lawyer? I
Fforgoi kthat Loday.

MR. DINN:

Yes, 1he leader of the Opposition
played A  very aclkive role in
Corner DBrook and row he is talking
about going ou i there (9] run.
Well, Mr . Speaker, I always
belicved there is wisdom in the
electorate, in the crowd and I do
not  think that he can con  the
people of Corner Brook.

MR. STIMMONS:
Call an elzsction and prove i,

MR. DINM:
The hon. the member for Fortune

HermiLage neyer learns, he i
interrupting again. Has 1he hon.

member  gob his  cincome  fax  done
this year?

MR. S3TMMONS:

That 45 the bottom line, 1g at?

MR. DTNM:

That dis right. Yes, that is the
bokttom line. Here is a liktle
note pad. You can go out and fix
them uwp this year and do  them
right, or yvou will have your
leader again taking you to court
on behalf of the Federal
govermnent . That is what he will
do, and he will do a good job on
you Tlike he did the Tast time.
You krnow what he did to you the
last ELimne.

Mr .,  Speaker, the hon. the member
For Fortune Hermilage should
learn the rules of the House, He
should nobt  dinberrupi  in  debale,
bacause he always gets burnt. He
is on very weak ground, and the
hrori, member knows Uhat .
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MR. STMMOMS .
I am on good ground.

MR. DINM:
He 18 on very weak ground.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us go on Lo
the resolulion. How  could the
real domestic product of  this
Province increase by 2.6 per cent
last year 1if it was getting
worse?  One would think things are

getting bhetter if the gross
domastic product is going up by

2.6 per cent.

How come the unemployment rate
gqoes down, more people employed,
17,000 more this year than Tlast,
and things are geliing worse? The
hon. the memhear represents
Daniel's Harbour

MR. FURFEY:
St. Barbe.

MR. DINN:

SO Rarhe, yas, The hon. the
member  for S Rarbae  gob  up  din
this House a couple of years ago
and misled this Honse

MR. J. CARTER:
He lied?

MR. DINN:

- by telling this House  that
Daniel's Harbour mwine was closing
down because the Federal
governmenkt was giving money Lo a
mine in the Northwest Territories.

DR. COLLINS:
Thakt is right.

MR. DINN:

Well, Mr. Speaker, the mine in the
Northwest Territories is now
stariing Lo operabte, and Daniel's
Harbour is now open and it never
looked belber, T Fhe hon. member
were interested, he would go and
see  bthe prices  of  sine  on the
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London Metal Exchange, and he
would find that the price of zinc
has gone from 31 cents, when the
mine had +to close, up how to
nearly 90 cents.

MR. FURFEY:
Do I get credit for that?

MR. DTNN:

No, the hon. wmember gebts no credit
for that, because he came in here,
My Speaker, he wmisled he llouse
and, My, Speaker, it took the

-

Ministor of Mines, namely mnyseli,

to gat NDaniel '« Harbour
reactivatead.

SOME HON., MEMRBFERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:

And, M, Spaaker, it i3

reactivated, it is working well,

and 4t is going to be anokher
success story.

MR. HATRD:
With my representation, too.

MR. DINN:

Yes, the hon. the member  for
Humber, T remember it well, coming
over to my office to see what, if
anything, could be done o
reactivale Daniel's Harbour. The
hon. nember  gob up  here in Lhe
llouse but he never once came to my
office and  asked me  what he
prospects were, how we could go

aboutl geliting Daniel's llarbour

MR. FURFEY:
T phoned you wnany bimes.

MR. DINN:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, he phoned me.
Sure, Mr. Speaker, he phoned, yes,
but he never came over once to
Find out about his censtiluents in
Daniel's Harbour, and he is
interrupting in the House today
when I am trying to tell of the
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success story of the people of
Daniel's Harbour and that mine.

The hon. member should know about
the exploralion progran  thatb we
negotiated in that deal to secure
Fhe Ffuture of Daniel's Harbour For
a longer period of time. And the
hon. menbar does nolt know of  bthe
Joint venture out there with Teck
Corporation for another $3 million
or $4 willion program. Nol only
thiad, e hoin, memmber  probably
doas not know that Llhey are o
Pheir way  with another drifl mow
towards anolher good prospect on
Che Dandel's o proparity;
hut, if the hon. member went back
Fo o his disteict and balked to some
of his constituents, he would know
Fhat and T wonld not have to tell
him here in the House, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DINN:
Mr. Speaker, T could go on for
hours, as you know -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

By leave.

MR. DINN:

with Fhe good things that are
happening in the Province of
Newf oundland wi h respeck to
unemployment rate and employment .

MR. EFFORD:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. bhe wmamber For Port  de
Grave.

MR. FFFORD:
Thaink you, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member has about f(ive
minutes. °
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MR. FFFORD:

[ realize I do nob have mach tcime,
Mr-. Speaker, so T will try to keep
mny remarks briefl. el me say  atl
the outset A1hat T have been a
member  of  this House of Assembly
for a little over three years and
in thai: bime members on bolh sides
of the House have had occasion Lo
debate and say bthings in Questian
Period, bhut never have I sean
anyithing like the display pult on
by Lhe hon . the member For
Pleasantville. There s no need
to bhe so low as to make personal
accusakbions agalinst members on
this - side, and this hon. House is
cerkainly no placa for it.

Mr. Speaker, T want to poink out
the accusations heing made against
the hon. Lhe lLeader of Lhe
Opposition, accusations about
Laking away Lhe railway, about
building the Trojan horse -

SOME 1ION., MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

MR. FFFORD:

and causing Jehin Cabol Lo gek
seasick while sailing across the
Atlantic Qcean,
N1 Ehose accusalbions member s
opposite have made.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

It is funny, Mr. Speaker, how they
never refer Lo the unemploynment
statistics of 1966, 1967 and 1968,
when the Leader of the Opposition
was @ member of Lhe Cabinet of the

day . et me give +he member for
Carbonear an example of what those
statistics wepre: The unemployment

statistics of today are 18 per
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cent, according to Statislics
Canadi, and another 12 per cenk do
not even register anymore. Rut
Fhe uncmployment Figures khen, Mr.

Speaker, the figures of 1966,
1967, 1968, while the leader of
the Opposition was a member of Lthe
Cabinel of bhat time, averaged 6.3
per cent.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
What? Oh! Shame !

MR. EFFORD:

Today we have an unemployment
Figure, according to  Statistics
Canada, of 17.5% per cent, which
Ehe Minister of  Health himself
said yesterday was not accurate,
and another 4 per cenkt or 5 per
cent who do not even register. So
let us give credil where credib is
due. et us give credit Lo the
Premier of {this Province and bthe
administration over there, for not
caring abont  the youth ol  khis
Province. There are 17,000 of our

youth  Teoking Tfor  work, 17,000
{housand wilh no place Lo go.

Now let us balk about where
do1lars shou e spent. e
member for Pleasantuville apoke
about: Lhe lLeader of the
Opposition's salary. let us talk
about Lhe Premier af Lhe
Province, The Premier of this
Province Foday Ls recaiyving

$207,483 .17 in salary and perks.

MR, STMMONS:

How much, $207,0007

MR. FFFORD:

$207,483.17. On top of that -
jusk Tisten to khe figures - last
year $80,000 was spent to provide.
him with a bodyguard.

MR. TORIN:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

[

MR. SPEAKER:

Al
=

o)
[
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Oorder, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Social Services.

MR. TORBIN:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman
wants to get into the salary of
the Premier. Ifr I remember

correckly, the Premier has asked
the Leader of the Opposition to
Tay on  the table his income bLax
for the year and the Premier would
de Tikewise. So why Joes neb the
| sader of lhe Opposition and the
Premier do  thall and then we will
@l know where they are coming
From?

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.

The hon. the wmember {for Porhk de

Grave,

MR. FFFORD:

Mr.  Speaker, I have no
with tabling this for
opposite to read.

problem
members

Mr. Speaker, 1t is very dmportant

to the people of this Province
that we recognize the situation we
have. Until government 1is ready
to admit the real facts concarning
the unemployment statistics,

absolutely nokhing is going to bhe
done about them. When you have an
achirinisiration  bhluffing and et
admitting the fFact, then the
problem is going ho remain.

Minister of
the the 623
Shipyard.

heard the
Lallk aboul
Mary s bown

Today we
Nevelopment
working akt

Sure it ds great Ffor those 623,
bul:  what  about  the olher 40,000

working? We are not
talking aboulk the paople who are
working, we want to talk about the
people who are nolt working.

who are not
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Mr. Speaker, I suggest to the
Minister of Developmenk thatb there
is one thing he could do to create
employment. in this area: They are

having a problem out there at the
greenhouse with their winiature

cucumbers I am sure there are
many  thousands of people around
Canada who would 1like to have a
souvenir of Newfoundland, an L
would suggest to the Minister of
Tourdism that he hire some people
to take those cucumbers and boput
Tittle key chains on them. That
way we could employ people and
develop Lhe economic prosparity we
do not have in this Province. The
Minister of Toneism stands ap and
makes fun at the OQpposition for
falking abont stabistics, buk that
1% one way they can get rid of the
sl crcumbers ., N least: he
would c¢reate some jobs, and it
woeuld be bebtber to do that than Lo
faed cattle with them.

MR. SIMMONS :
Sure! An excellent

idea!

MR. FUREY:

And stamp them 'made in Japan'.
MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, let me
Premier's salary and what he
receives: $11,000 in rent; $2,400
in heat and Tight; $2000 in

refer to the

furniture; $14,000 a year . 1in
vehicle eXpenses; £26, 000 in
M.H.A. sessional pay; $3,000

diflFferent-ial; s DY Fraoa

$13,000; Premiership,
$40,000; travel allowance -
twenty- four trips - $12,000;
s ipend From he Tory Party,
$6,000,

district
allowance

MR. STMMONS:
Who are the donors?

MR. FFFORD:
A total of $47,979 was
Laxpayer money last yeap

paid out of
for food,
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drink and  drycleaning For the

Premier.

Salaries amounting 1o $27,244 were
paid oni o the waiter and chel in
hvis private dining I"oom, his
privaie kitchen, while therce are
people dying in the corridors of
the Health Sciences Compleax
because they cannot get a bed.

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, pleasal

MR. EFFORD:

Two  hundred and seven thousand
doTlars, Mr.  Speakar, are bheing
paid out for those kinds of things,

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
That 1s not true! Tell the truth.

MR. SPFAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. FFFORD:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFR:
T now call on the non. member For

Stephenville to conclude the
debate.
The hon. tne membrer for

Slephenuville,

MR. K. NYIWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr, Speaker, it dis a pleasure to
rise and c¢lose the debate, which
has dncluded a discussion of the
unemployment situation in the
Province.

Mr. Speaker, my dintent dn putting
this resolution on the Order Paper
as @& private member's motion was
to gebt debate going to see exaclly
what the ideas are, what: the
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situation is with employment and
unemployment in the Province. The
inbent of  bthe resolution was to
get debate moving, and, Lo some

axtenl I think bhat has  bean
achieved, My . Speakear, I Wa s

hoping to seo governmend respond
with ddeas, respond wilh comments
Phat wenld show  Bhat bhey realize
what the situation dis out there.
T was hoping they would sae that
the unemploymend problem is a
problem Hhiat i nolt  going to
disappear, t©that 1t s something
they do have to Took at, something
they have to do something aboul.
[ was  hoping we would see  bhat
they want to deal with that
reality as an admninisbtrabion,

Unfortunately, Mr . Speaker, we
have not seen that. We have had a
number of ministers of gouvernment,
specifically the Minister of
Development and Tourism and the
Minister of Mines, gal.  up and
speak, and, Mr, Speaker, I
wonderad  where T was  when they
were speaking. I Lthought this was
Mirviana nob Nawfoundland, because
there was no admission thalt ULhings
neadad Lo bhe done and that there
are problems out there.

The hon. Minister of Mines talks
about  the Stephenuille lLinerboard
Mill that was supposedly saved by
this  great  admimisbration, Thanlk
gosh, Mr. Speaker, for the latle
Hon. Don Jamiescn and the Federal
Liberal Party who contributed 90
percent. of the money Lo geb Lthat
mill din Stephenville going again.
IF  they had bto deal wilth the
Mulroney government in Ottawa
right: now [ do not know if we
would be abhle to get it gojnJ, and
the cost--share would probably be
30 per cent for the feds and 70
per cenk For the Province.

So this s where we are now. We
have come full circle, M,
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Speaker. We have @ federal
govermnenl: in  Obtbawa which was

supposed to help us out down here,
whi.ch comnikbted bto us  regional
development, etc., etc. What we
have seen, Mr. Speaker, is this
Province dealing with agreements
thay have signed which have turned
Lhe ratios from 90/10, which 1is
uhat Fhey were previously, o
70/30, 60/40, and they are going
o gelk lower if thae govermnmenk now
in Otltawa remains. And that has
hurt Newfoundland and its economy,
and the development of its forest
industry and agricnlbure indosiry,

A couple of days ago we  had an
agriculture agreement signed, Mr.
Speaker, which is $8 wmillion For
five years, just over $1.5 million
a4 year to develecp Lhe agricnlinre
industry din this Province, for all
the Farmers ont Lhere who want Lo
gel things going. Now that is not
good anougn. Tt o is neb even close
to what is needed, yet it is held
up as somebhing bhat is going bo
help our economy. Aand we need to
gei thalt sector of the economy
going.

Mr. Speaker, the government has
hardly publicized this matter. fs
a matter of fact, the federal
Minister for Newfoundland, John
Crosbie, has admitted we should
have done better, we should have
had more money, but we could not
gelt @i, S0 here we arae wikh a
sector of our economy, which the
Royal Commission Building On Our
Strengths talked about as having
grealt.  portential, with a Tikble
over a million dollars a year to
deal with people who would Tike to
get into the dndustry and to deal
with bthose who are Lhere now. 30
T am disappoiried, Mr. Speuaker.
That is an example of agreements
thalt have been signed, which s
Tunding cowmting into this Prouvince
lo  deal wilh the unigmployment

-
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problems we have, and to deal with
getbing businesses going and
getting people employed again.

Mr. Speaker, another example of
that, of course, is LEthe Foreshkry
agreement which was signed Jjust a
year and a half ago; the funding
percentage which was previously
90/10 s now 70/30.

MR. TULK:
Highways are now 60/40.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

That Qs right. Highways have also
come down, M-, Speaker. WNe also
Wave  btho  example ol the railway
agreement which we have just
signed,

MR. TULK:

They signed.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Sorry! T wonld never adinit ko
that - the hon. government has
signed, which deals wi th aur

transportation system. M.
Speaker, that is also & shocking
agreement. We have given away the

right Lo our transportation
system, which was in the

Constitution, and now we see the
faderal and provincial governments
signing a Fifteen year deal and
getting the railway shut down by
Sephaember 1.

T is, again, & shocking thing ko
have all that bulk stuff put onto
our highway sSysbems. Tk is
unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that we
see Lhese types of agreamenkbs
being signed by a government which
s pow very desperabe. That s
the only conclusion I can come to,
after seeing how bhis debalke has
gone. The Minister of Development
Al fourism gob  up  and talked
about all the great things they
are toing i Elver Province,
promoting tourism, promoling
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development and so on, and that
investments 1in Lkhis Province have
never heen better. I wrote the
minister asking fFor 100
Newf oundland flag pins to give to
students  outt in Stephenville o
give oul when lhey went away, or
Lo give bo  Fourisbs  and 5o on,
people  coming dnto the area; T
Fheught,  they wonld be  prond  to
give out a few pins, Mr. Speaker.
T gob a dlebtter back from thoe hon.
mindster, & very fasl one as a
matter of  acl, stating bhat T
could easily have the pins hut T
would  have Lo purchase bhem, atb
seuenty nine cents each, from a

local retailer hare in St
John's Mr. Speaker, I have Lo

say ko you  thak this is a lLiny
thing, yet it is a big thing.

We as elecled representatives, and
the public of Newfoundland, are
expected to go oult and promote
tourisin, and this Province, and we
are not even provided with a few
pins. That 1s just one thing, bul
it gives you an indication of the
prioritiecs of this government when
it comes Lo promolion ard
davelopment . T ois an unforbanate
circumstance, Mr. Speaker.

T would now Jike to talk about a
Few things bhal shonld he done o
see lhis Province move ahead, Mr.
Spaakar, These  are it labives
that  the 1ilhaeral Opposition, the
[iberal Pariy of bhe Province are
going to he putling forward and
have prt Foruard i the  pasi.
Some of these ‘ideas have been

recoammended lry the Royal
Commission which talks about the

unemployment: sibuation in this
Province, and which was authorized
by this governmment to deal with

the —.unemployment situation. It
is, Mr . Speakaer, a  very good
document. . I feel that much

research went inko ik and we would
hope a lot of the recommendations
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will he adopted by the
govermnenl:, Mr . Speakear, there
are a number of things pointed out
in Ekhis Royal Comnission Report,
and I have the summary here which
gives @ Ffew words on each parkt of
lhe development process of Lthe
Provinca. TE says here on Page 9
of the summary, 'While employment
did inerecase cduring  Lhe '70s5, bhe

1980s have sean & dramatic
change . ! (L also goes on bo say
Lhat "tLhe number of hridden
nremployed and Fhe SO -cal led
discouraged workers were
approaching 33 per cent as of only
a couple of years ago.' So, in

here L ddentifies that the 1980s
have been a major catastrophe and
a problem For unemploviment in Lhis
Province. Nothing like it
previously in  our history, Mr.

Speaker. The official
unemployment rale has gone up into
the twenties under this

administration and they think of
it as an 8 per cent or 10 per cent
unemploymani: rate, Tike other
provinces might bhe experiencing.
The realily of dealing with the
problem dis not there; you cannot
deal with & problem if you dJdo nok
see ohe, I think this ds where
Lhis government righi now, at this
point in time, dis failing din its
dity te the people of Lhe Province
to solve some of our problems.
Yo have Lo see a problem before
you can deal with it

The o . the l eader of the
Opposilion has spoken, and in his
speeches of the past couple of
monbkhs he has said bthat we have
the highest of everything bhad and
the Towest of  everything good.
Mr. Speaker, there d1s no doubt
ahbout thai, T you Jook at the
stats that you would hope would be
on our side, they are against us.
If you 1look at Gthings we do not
want to have, Mr. Speaker, we have
a lot of them. I think it dis time
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this government realized tLthat and
admiiied il and hen sbarteacd
dealing with the problen. But
First yoli have o achini b the
problem 1is there, Mr, Speaker,
You have to adinit 4, and you have
to he able to see it. Mr .
Speaker, the miniskter gebts up and
says everylthing is honky-dory, or
rosy, or whatever you want ko call
it, but it is not.

Mr. Speaker, one of the policies
the Liberal Party las bhean
espousing is decentralization of
govermnent, seaeing seryices
provided in rural parts of the
Province which have been  losing
Lhere population, a good, solid
policy, Mr .  Speaker. That  was
recommended in & royal commission
report, as a mather of fact, that
government be parl of the economic
sysbtem in khis Province, and bthat
it spread dts wealth around. That
is one of  the policies we have
been talking about, Mr. Speaker.

We have also heen talking about
youth unemployment it policies bo
deal with the vyouth unemployment
problemn. We have recomnended, Mr.
Speaker, dn the last couple of
years, thakt we sekb up a Youth
Fntrepreneurship Program, which
this govermnent has done, and for
which we have patted them on the
hack, bhut there is not  enough
money in it We recommended that
a numhber of  years ago. Tt has
been brought in, but there are a
1ot of other things we would like
to see done. A policy should be
brought i o deal wi th he
dropout rate in the high school
sysbem.

Onkario and Nova Scotia, and other
provinces, have brought in
Sinitiatives o  deal  with  yonth
dnemnployment which have been very

successinl  and  have nolb cost an
arm and a leg. Rut we 1dn this
1.3720 June 29, 1988 Vol XI

Province have not. Quer the past
three  years we have made many
speeches urging the government to
do the same, bub they are refusing
to do so. Ontario, the "richest
province in Canada, identified a
youth unemployment problem of 12
par cent and they called it a
catastrophe, Mr, Speaker. They
have eskablished Ffifty-five Youth

Employment Counselling Cantres,
which arae spraad throughout

Ontario; they have a budget which
is monitored every six monkhs so
that results are produced. That 1s

an excellent idea For Fhis
Province, Mr. Speaker, but the
provincial government has refused
to  look at it Mayhe it LG
bacause we sugygeshbed i T bhey

do not want to do it, Mr. Speaker,

we will take care of il when we
get over there.

That is a good solution, m
consitructive solution to youth

unemploymenit. . One of the ways to
deal with it wonuld be Lo have
Youth Fmployment Counselling
Cenbres sel np in regions of the
Province where there are very
major problems wikth  high youth
unemployment. Other places are
doing it, Mr. Speaker, and they

have been successful. It is
something we should be Tlooking
at. That is one initiative

government could be dealing with.

Anokher program, Mr. Speaker, that
should be brought in is a program
to deal with geltbting our youth who
have dropped out of school back
into the school system, We should
encourage them by guaranteeing
fhem so many monbths of braining
afterwards, or work, Mr. Speaker.
We have bto get the unitrained youtbh
of this Province back dnto the
schocl system, inbto our community
colleges, so that these problems
can he rectif iad. TF we do not do
it, 4t 1is going to wmean sadder
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days and a sadder time for this
Province, Mr. Speaker.

We would also Tike to see, Mr.
Speaker, regional development
aukthorities seb up so thal local
areas can develop their economies
and pursue menies and funding Lo
help the regional development
associations, which have nolb baen
funded over the past number of
Y EArs Decision making should be
put  dnto  theilr hands. That is
what we wonld Tike to see done,
and  that ds what we are planning
con doing when we come inbto power.
Those are three dnditiatives we
Wil be undertaking.

Nlso, we undertake Lo egualize
educational funding all over the
Province so that we do nol see the
shocking thing I read about in the
paper kthe other day, where the
education faculty dis wvery worried
that 1if they tmprove the standards
of getting into their faculty, the
s tucdents coming out: of rural
Newfoundland may not be able to
get in to gelk a teaching degree
because the standards will be too
high. The whole problem has been
created by funding being unequal
in the Province. People -in this

Provirnce are not Dbeing treated
fairly. That  was  an  adwission
made at, the unidversity jusi
recently, and  bhat is @ shocking
Lhing . That s something we
intend to iry to [rix We have
underdaken 1o do that, and we are
going o do i, Mi . Speirlker.

There is no doubl about il.

T can go on, Mr. Speaker, and talk
aboul  obther dinitiabives we will
0 . L
undertake, good policies. We have
so many obhers, [ could keep them
here the whole night, but they
have not:  bheen doing toe  nuch
listening to what I have been
saying.
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Those are some recommendations we
have documentead, Our  homework is
done. We have people working hard
Fo ‘get rid of that hon. crowd on
the other side. But lel me say
one bthing to  you, Mr. Speaker,
that sums it up very good: I have
a  btable here which ouflines Lhe
unemployment rate from 1966 to
1987, amed T am going Lo make sure
that I table this before I clue up.

This ds a aummary document which

bells yon whether  or nob This
administration's performance is
good or bad Mr. Speaker, in 1966
the unemployment rate was 5.8 per
cent [ 1972  the unemployment
rate was 8.4 per cent - that was
WHTE the original Tory
administration took ouer., In

1979, they had dene such a good
job it reached 16.2 per cent,
which was  unheard of in this
Province. From 1979 right on up
o 1987 we  had  an  unemployment
rate of 21 per cent. It is here,
Mr . Speakear, For averylady Lo
see ., It took a drop here and
there, but in Ihe last Five years
it has maintained an average of at
Teaslt 19 or 20 per cent. This is
a summary document, Mr. Speaker,
which has been dralfred to show the
history of this Province since
1966, and which s hows the
performance of {1his government.

Mr. Speaker, in the past the hon.
the Promier has wrapped bimselt in
the flag when tLtalking about Lhe
people of this Provingce,
especially the young people, and
e has said, "When can  bthey come
home again?" Let us get the
NewloundTand flayg and  wrap it
around tighter, Mpr. Speaker, so
Lhat: X can say, 'Here s whak we
are doing for them.'

Mr. Speaker, it ds time for this

govermmant Lo kake accounk of what
it has done to the economy of this
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Province and to its people. When
the next election is  called, we
will be ready, willing and able to
undertake Lo S e thiad: thatk
governmen! over there s booted
oul and we will be Ltaking over.

T thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your
hon. patience and T would only
hope that this hon. government
ovaer there will do something about
some of the problems out there and
not be so worried about trying to
get elected all the time; you have
to do something 1in between, Mr.
Speaker.

Oon that note, Mr. Speaker, I hope
and T am sure that hon. wmembers
opposite are going to remember my
comients fForever and a day and
will now  adopt - some  of the

policies T mentioned. I sincerely
hope they will do that. That was
ny P Eason For prkiing this
resolulion forward, Mr. Speaker.
On  that nobte, T wenld Tike Lo

adjourn the debale, which T think
has  been very good, angd call Lhe
question.

MR. SPENAKER:
Order, please!

nll those in favor of Lhe
resolution, please say 'aye',

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
'ﬂye.‘

MR. SPEAKER:
Those against, 'nay'.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
‘Nay.'

E ]
MR. SPEAKER:
The resolution is defeated.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

On motion, the House at dls rising -
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No .

adjourned until Thursday,

1988,

6%
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2:00 p.m.

June 30,
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