Province of Newfoundland

FORTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
" OF .
NEWFOUNDLAND

Volume XL Fourth Session Number 51

VERBATIM REPORT
(Hansard)

Speaker: Honourable P.J. McNicholas

Wednesday 8 June 1988



The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPFAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

At this time I would like to rule
on the point of privilege raised
by the hon. the Government House
Leader on June &6th. The matters
raised by the @ Government House
Leader are serious allegations and
worthy of the Chair's
consideration.

I have not been able to obtain a
complete transcript of the
discussion with the press in which
the hon., Leader of the Opposition
was reported to have said, and I
quote, "The Speaker has lost
control of some members." Since
it would appear that the tape
recording of that discussion has
been destroyed, I must rely upon
and take the word of the lLeader of
the Opposition who said 1in this

House on June 6, and [ quote: "My
recollection of it" - that 1is the
issue - "is thal iy response was
'No, it is not the Speaker's

fault. Tt is virtually -unpossible
for him to control members of the
majority of Lhe House who want to
behave in that way.'"

Oon the strength of those words, 1
‘must rule that a prima facie case
of breach of privilege has not
been established. Mowever, I must
remind all hon. members of this
House that some of the
parliamentary precedents quoted by
the hon. Government House Leader

bear repeating. 1 guote from
Beauchesne, page 38, paragraph
number 117, subsection (1)

"Raeflections upon the character or
actions of the Speaker may be
punished as hreaches of
privilege." Subsection (2): "The
Presiding Officer, though entitled
on all occasions to be treated
with the greatest attention and
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respect by the individual Members,
because the power, dignity, and
honour of +the House are officially
ambodied in his parson."

Oon page 14, paragraph 26 of

Beauchesne: Tkt is  the duty of
all Members to uphold at all times
Lhe authority of, the Chair,

reflecting as 1t does the House
ttself "

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
QOpposition,

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, before dealing with

.the routine business of the day I

want to draw the attention of hon.
members of the House to the sudden
passing, on Monday of Lhis week,
of a wvery distinguished former
public servant in this Province,
in the person of Mr. George
Warren, who diled suddenly on
Monday afternoon.

Mr. Warren served this Province
and ils people faithfully and well
for a great many years 1in the
office of Deputy Minister of
Public Works. He subsequently
baecame Minister of Public Works
For a very brief period, but
resigned Lthat position after an
election following in 1972.

Mr. Speaker, I believe all members
of this House acknowledge the
contribution he made to the people
of this Province during a period
of time when there was great
building necessary, and when the
government was involved in
extensive building of public
services throughout this Province,

He Wwas personally largely
responsible for overseeing a great
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deal of this, and in that
particular role he served this
Province well, I would ask all
members of the House if they would
join in extending to Mr. Warren's
family the sincere sympathies of
the House.

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, we certainly join
wilth the lLeader of the Opposition
in sending condolences to the

Family of M. George Warvren. i
knew the gentleman somewhat, after
nNis years as a public sarvant. T

was not too familiar with his
aclivities, nok on a - personal
basis, when he was working for
govermnent, but one knew of him,
obviously.

I do recall that I met him one
time at Litte Heart's Ease where
his son, 1 believe, had a small
fish plant. He gave me (great
courtesies at the time of that
visit, and we talked about it a
number of times thereafter., It 1is
sad thing to lose such an eminent
servant of the people and we
certainly join in sending
condolences to the family.

Statements by Ministers

MR. RIDLOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RTIDEOUT:

Mr . Speaker, it has beon the
position of this government to
promote and ancourage the
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secondary processing of our fish
products here 1in this Province in
order to create more full-time
jobs, improve the economic returns
to our fishing industry, increase
the level of dndustrial technology
and extend the operating season of
many of our fishing facilities.
This commitment by government has
been confirmed by the fact that my
department has spent in excess of
$2 million in the area of
secondary processing over the past
two years.

My, Speaker, I am very pleased to
announce  Loday another initiative
taken by this government 1in an
effort Lo piromote sacondary
processinig in this Province. My
departmenlt has recently approved a

grant of $25,000 to Greens
Seafoods Itd. of Winterton,
Trinity Ray +to offset start-up

costs associated with respect to
the production and marketing of
secondary salt fish products.
Several new salt fish products
have been developed by the Marine
Institute for the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, assisted by
a $30, 000 grant From my
department. Greens Seafoods Ltd.
have been selected by the
Corporation to produce these new
products. This company  has an
excellent tLtrack record and their
staff have developed an expertise

in achieving Lop quality and
excellent yields in both fresh and
sallt fish piroducts. I am wvery
confident that the strong
comnitment demonstrated by Greaens
Seafood lLtd., the Canadian
Saltfish Corporalion and my

department will result in a wvery
successful secondaiy processing
operation. I am alsc pleased ‘Lo
announce {halt between thirty to
forty new jobhs will be created as
a result of Lhis operation.

Mr . Speaker, my department and
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this government remain firm in our
commitment to fully develop the
fishing indusltry of this Province,
and this commitment has bheen
demonstrataed Lime and again
through our many initiatives 1in
the arcas of secondary processing
and the 1increased wutilization of
our fishing resources.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the minister
for giving me a copy of his
statement prior to the House
opening. I must say, while T
appreciate the initiative taken by
the minister in making this rather
small grant available for the
secondary processing of salt Fish
- I suppose it will make some
contribution Lo the development of
that very important resource - I
think the minister has lefl an
opening for me again to remind him
and his colleagues that tLhere is
another case where $30, 000,
invested by the Province, will be
creating thirty or forty jobs
developing a product we have For
which there is a very good
market. OF course, that must
again drive home the fact, 1
suppose, that, in the case of
cucumbers, we have $15 million to
$20 million being spent to provide
not wmany more Jjobs, maybe two or
three times as many johs, bul,
proportionately, nothing near what
money invested in the fishery can
do for the economy of the Province.

I am happy to see that Lhe
Canadian Saltfish Corporation is
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now widening it mandate ar
hroadening its horizons. I do not
wish to pul down the importance of
the Saltfish Corporation, because
when it was First established back
in the late 1960s or early 1970s,
it was badly necded. But: T have
always had the dimpression that
maybe they should be broadening
their scope and getting more
involved in a wmore diversitied
operation. I am glad to see hnow
that obuiously they are doing just
that, and I am glad to see that
the minister has recognized their
importance, I guess, and the part
they can play in the development
of the salt fishery by making this
very, wvery small grant available
to them.

Mr . Speaker, I think this is

another indication that the
fishery 1is our future din this
Province. I think the salt fisnh
industry has much greater
potential than uwe nave s@en

developed in recent years in this
Province, and, T believe, to give
a better balance to the fishery,
Mr. Speaker, we should maybe pay
more attention to the development
of the sall {ish industry.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:
M. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Just a few comments, and some of
the comments the minister has
heard before.

We appreciate the fact that he is

trying to develop the secondary
processing of our fishing
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industry. It isg even more
interesting to see 1t being done
with salt fish, which, of course,
is a +traditional product of the
Province, But I think the
minister should be at least honest
with wus in this House and tell us
how he dis going to continue on
with this kind of policy after
that c¢razy Mulroney/Reagan trade
deal is put dinto place and we end
up with a tremendous amount of
countervails being dimposed on us
whenever we indulge 1in subsidies
on our own industries.

Mr. Speaker, what we have is a
situation here where the minister
is in Lhe last gasps of the
ability to interfere with -

SOMEE |ION., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LONG:
All the experts are over there. A
crowd of experts on free trade.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, unlike the Leader of
the Official Opposition, whenever
we are making effective comments
we usually hear this chorus from
the people over there, and I
usually consider €1t a Utribute to
the significance of the
arguments. I do not mind. But
sometimes it dis very difficult to
be heard, so T would appreciate
your silencing them.

SOME_ _HON., MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. FENWICK:

The Facl is, M. Speaker, (
encourage the Minister of

Fisheries 1o conlinue on with his
development work and make all the
grants he can this vear, because
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we  knouw, once this trade deal
comes in, you will nokt be able to
do it any more; we will not. be
able Lo develop our own e@conomy.
You know 1it, I know 1it, and
everybody else knows it. So do it
now, because you will not do it
next year.

MR. LONG:
Hear, bear!

MR. BUTT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Minlster of Culture,
Recreation and Youth.

MR. BUTT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to provide hon.
membeirs with an  update of the
parks private sector dinitiative
announced Jin this House just over
one month ago,

The closing date for applications
under the program was May 31, and
I am happy to say the response to

this initiative Was just
overwhelming, with 96 applications
received. With most of the

applicants proposing several
projects in all or some of our

provincial parks, the actual
number of projects proposed 1s in
the thousands. It dis obvious that

many persons, companies and groups
have a desire to help dimprove the
quality of service and FfFacilities
in our provincial parks.

We recelved proposals covering all
75 provincial parks, encompassing

a wide - range ofF projects,
including fish sales, retail
oullets, equwipment irentals, qgift
shops, laundry services, tours,

babys:iltiing services, showers,
minature golf, craft sales, bhus
service, cabin development, water
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slides, tourist attractions and
accommodations, wading pools, and
horseback riding, just to name a
few.

any proposal which 1s incompatible
with the park in question, of
course, will be rejecled. If it
is strictly an environmental type
park, we would noi want to have
those other attractions din there
to spoil the original intent of
the park.

The applications are under review

by a committee of senior
government officials representing
three departments; Finance,

Development and Tourism and, of
course, Culture, Recreation and
Youth. Applicants will bhe
informed whether their proposals
have been accepted or rejected,
within the next couple of weeks.
Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Eagle
River.,

MR. HISCOCK:

I thank the minister for the copy
of his statement. Tn Jooking at:
the statement, we have some
questions. Hopetully, the
minister will provide us with- an
update on these proposals 'in the
Fall. One question is have 1is who
is going to be liable if somebody
is injured while using those
fFacilities which are going bkto put
in the parks, the Province or the
companies?

Also, Mr. Speaker, we would Ilike
to know the written criteria for
the acceptance of these
.2765 June &, 1988 Vol XL

proposals? What nakes proposal
'a' acceptable and proposal 'B'

not accaptable, i they -are
similar in nature?
Another thing we are also

concerned with, now that these
applications are coming In and
heing accepted, is will the
govaernmenl. bhe giving grants to
these companies who are going to
be getling into eguipment rentals,
gift shops, laundry services, etc.?

Another thing that s of concern
to the public generally is whether
the successiul applicants were
privy to prior information on this.

We were pleased the extension was
given. Anything which creates
extra jobs in this Province, Mr.
Speaker, this side supports, and
we hope the minister will table
the criteria used to determine the
successful applicants,

Mr. Speaker, this government has
always prided itself on the rustic
nature of our parks. Hopefully,
we will not turn tLhem into
multi-amusement centers.

We support anything which will
improve the guality of 1life for
our people in tourism. We hope
Lhis governmenk helps municipal
governments get dinto more parks,
ard 0 look after the
environment. We welcome the
statement, Mr . Speaker, and  we
hope the minister will, 1in due

time, tabhle the written
requirements on which these
projects are being accepted.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.
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MR. LONG: ;
Mr. Speaker, il is now June 8§, and
the minister promises in this
announcement that perhaps, in a
couple of weeks they will have a
decision as to which proposals
have been accepted or rejected. I
would suggest not only to the
minister but to the rest of the
government members over there,
that this program is already
proving itself to bhe a failure.
The absolute absence of any
information - the minister
laughs. I am sure the minister is
having Fun dealing with proposals
for wild and zany ideas for
activities From all over the
Province, but I would suggest that
what he has demonstrated agaln
today 1s a total dnability to
administer this program,

There has been no clear criteria
laid out. The minister dis hoping
Lo have something in place for the
month of July, but there dis no
indication whether {the ninister
and the department have a system
in place Lo monitor the
implementation with respect to
some of the dssues of Tiability
and legal questions which might be
raised.

There is also a real concern aboutb
the protection of the parks and
the cleanliness - who is going to
pick wup after these concessions
are put in place in the parks? I
would also say to the minister
that it seems to me,- in the
absence of any coherent program -
the minister has not brought
forward a clear program - he also
seems to forget thak the parks in
this Province are public parks
and, as such, are ihe
responsibility of governmnent, for
the maintenance and provision of
services and so on. The minister
seems to think that Lthe parks of
this Prouvince are going to bhe
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turned over to the private sector
and he, as minister, will have a
lot less to worry about in dealing
with all the Sumner activities.
Mr . Speaker, the program is
clearly going nowhere, and the
minister has confinmed it din his
statement today.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

M Speakar, T am pleased to
announce today the approval of
another 117  projects under  the

Private Sector Employment
Pirograun. These projects involve a
provincial contribution of

$416,948, employing 142 employees
and $99,319, employing another 81
sltudents .

My, Speakeaer, the total Funds
allocated to date, under the
Private Sector. Employment Program,

amounts to approximately $5.1
million. E
As I advised previously, this

program has been extremely well
received by the private sector.
We have received more than 1600
applications to date and more are
arriving at our offices daily.

The jobs which have been assisted
through this program, Mr. Speaker,
are spread throughout all sections

of our economy. It ds dmportant
te note as well that many of the
jobs created do in fact provide
valuable training. We take great
pride and salisfaction, M~

Speaker, in knowing that this
Lraiming, combined with the work
experience, will contribute very
posilively o Lhe future
employability of the participants.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister has
heen known to criticize me Dbecause
I am, in his words, the first one
to criticize this program. Now, I
am Tlattered the minister should
feel that way, and I only wish I
could take full c¢redit for being

tLhe only one to negatively
criticize this program.
Fortunately, I suppose, other

people around the Province are
realizing just how bad this
program can potentially be. I
would 1like +to be able to take
credit for being the first
critic. I would run to take
credit for it but, unfortunately,
I cannot take Ffull claim for doing
that.

I have been saying, and T will
continue to say, that® there is
something wrong with an economy in
a free enterprise system when the
government must pay the private
sactor 1in order to create Jjobs.
Now, there has Lo be something
wrong when that happens.

SOMIE HON. MFEMBERS!:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPFAKER:
Orcder, please!

MR. DECKER:
One would assume, and I would tell
this to the hon. Minister of

Development (Mr. Barrett)
especially - I hope he is
listening - that in private
.2767 June 8, 1988 Vol XL

enterprise, Mr. Speaker -

MR. BARRETT:
(Inaudible).

MR. DECKER:

I would like the Minister of
Development to listen, hecause
this is a valid point.

In capitalism, the private sector
should bhe paying the government.
This. government has the economy in
such & mess Lthey have Lo pay
private enterprise, a total
reversal of Lhe private enterprise
system.

MR. BARRETT:
I noticed it was okay when Trudeau
(inaudible) .

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:

I notice, Mr. Speaker, I have hit
a nerve, I would like leave to go
on, but obviously I am not going
to get ik,

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
[ast,

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, we, in this party,
honestly have no problem with the
efforts by government Lo assist
with develcopment of the small
business community. I know, From
my own experience 1in talking with
husiness people in my district,
that a program such as this one is
very important Lo maintaining
small operations, especially to
help them through critical times,
when they 'are not able to put the
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monies out to hire people.

With that said, I would still say
the announcements the minisiter is
bringing in on a regqular basis are
hecoming, frankly, quite {Loedious.
After stating wmy own support for
the progiram, I asked For more
information so that we would be
better able to do an analysis of
whether the program is meeting any
clear objectives or not. I would
say to the minister, as I did to
the previous minister in his
Ministerial Statement, there is
not a coherent program with
clearly defined goals and
objectives. What we have here is
an employment program based on a
first-come first-served basis, din
which the minister pays lip
service to a training element and
to hiring students, but there 1is
no clear sel of objecltives for
this program.

If the minister cannot provide us
with the kind of dnformation we
have becen asking for, T would ask
him to refrain from coming in with
the tally sheets. hey &are quite
useless to us, but I am sure they
might serve some poliltical purpose
for the minister and the
government.. Tharnk you, Mr .
Speaker,

Oral Questions

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, over the past several
weeks 1in this Province we have all
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heard the concerns about the
healih care sysitem and what affect
it is having on patients and -the
people of Lhis Province. Lastk
evening the Leader of Lhe
Opposition, myself and the MHA for
Stephenville (Mr. K. aylward) -

MR. WARREN:
And the hon, the
Menihek,

member For

MR. EFFORD:

- and the Leader of the NDP (Mr.
Fenwick) were invited to the
auditorium of the Health Sciences
Centre to hear the concerns of the
staff about the deteriorating
health care system in the
Province. I mus t say, Mr .
Speaker, we heard some frightening
i:hings. T would Tike to ask the
Minister of Health (Dr. Collins)
why  neither he nor any of his
representatives, who also had
inuvilations, saw  Fit  to attend
that meeting?

DR. COLLINS:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the management at the
Health Sciences Complex is
frequently in touch with the
department on any issues that
involue the dnstitution and staff
and S0 on. Similarly the
director, the person in charge of
bhat dnstitution, was in  touch
with our department this morning
informing us of the discussions
that went on there. My
understanding dis that this was a
meeting between the workers and
the management of iihe
institution. Now I understand
thalt. some of the workers dinvited
some others who are not workers to
go along, and I see no problem

5y}
—
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with that. Rut essentially it was
a meeting to discuss matters
between staff and management, that
was the object of the meeting, and
I bhelieve thalk object was achieved
and management was glad to hear
from the staff and their points of
views .

So I would think it was a good
‘axercise and we have had a report
on it already and we will probably
get a fuller report as time goes
on.

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon, the
member for Port de Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, what the Minister of
Health just said is not correct,
not one word of it is correct. It
is totally wrong, Mr. Speaker. An
invitation was sent, was hand
delivered to the minister and the
Premier of this Province.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

T ask the Minister of Health, if
he was in touch with management
this morning concerning the
problems that were discussaed al
the Health Sciences Centre, 1is he
aware thal & receni nanagement
report stated wvery clearly that
For twenly -seven oulk of thirty
days the staff was short at the
hospital, and that a pabtient was
prepped five times for the
operating room and each ftime the
operation was cancelled? And
many, many other horrencdous
stories and concerns were aired
last night publicly by nurses and
X—-ray technicians. Is the
minister aware that those concerns
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were expressed last night at the
meeting?

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLI.INS:

M. Speaker, in regard to the
opening remarks of the hon.
member, he gave the dmpression
that T had an dnvitation hand
delivered to me. I do not know
where his cinformation came From
but that 1s not correct. I did
not receive a hand delivered or
any other type of information,
that is that point.

on the other point, if there is a
specific dnstance that the hon.
member wants me to check out, and
he gives me the name of that
person who 1is supposed to have had
an undue delay in treatment - I do
not know if it is true or not - I
will certainly, 1if I have some
information to go on, check that
out and see 1if T can get the

‘rights of the matter.

In regard to the running of the
hospital, as I say, we are in
frequent contact with management .
They are very alerlt Lo kean us
informed of everything that is
going on there and T am quite sure
I will get an authoritative report
in more detail than T have now of
that meeting as the next few days
go by.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the memher for Port de Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr . Speaker, the Minister ot
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Health surely is not going %o put
this off as just another political
exercise. The people ol Lhis
hospital deserve more attention.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, the dinvitation was
extended Lo Lthe government of this

Province to have somebody
represent it at this meeiing. My
question: Will the minister,

because these people are in the
profession of providing health
care to the people of khis
Province have expressed publicly
hundreds of concerns that are
frightening, form a Select
Committee of this House ko
investigate these matters? These
are nolt disolated dincidents, not
one or two but hundreds? Will the
minister form a Selecl: Committes
of this House to investigate the
situation that prevails in  the
healthcare system of our Prouvince?

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLIINS:

Mr. Speaker, T have no intention
of putting in place a Select
Committee to go up to see if the
management of the Health Sciences
Complex are doing their job or not.

The Health Sciences Complex is run
by a BRoard of Governors, citizens
of this Province who give their
time of their own free will and
without remuneration, and it 1ds
run by extremely competent, highly
trained, profession people. I
have no intention ofF undermining
any confidence that might be
expressed in the ir operation.
They are doing an excellent job up
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itherae and a Selecl Committee of
the sort that the hon. member is
suggest™ing would bhe an- dinsult Lo
the people who run that
institution up there. I have no
such intention. And, as I say, we
are kept informed on a very clear
and opportune basis as to any
concerns Uthalt management have, and
they relate to us any concerns
that: the staff relate to them.
There dis ongoing discussion of
these matters and we are assisting
wherever we can, which is no small
measure ., They are doing an
extremely good job.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. tho
Stephenville.

memb e for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
'hank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question for the Minister
of llealth. T would suggest to him
that it 1s an insult to the people
of this Prouince the way Lhe
Health Sciences Centre has to be
operataed with the funding that is
being given by this Province .
Could he confirm to this House, or
tell us, is he aware of situations
occuring at the Health Sciences
Complex in relation to nurses who
are completely overworked hecause
the dinstitution 1s understaffed,
mostly on the evening shifts bhut
also during the day? Is he also
aware thalt these nurses and so on
are making representations and are
saying to the administration that
it dis bhecoming unsafe, for both’
the patients and the workers, Lo
work in that dinstitution? Is he
aware of these concerns and have
they been brought to his attention?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I have heard some
irresponsible comments in this
House over the years, but that, in
my view, is one of the most
irresponsible comments I have ever
heard in this House. The
administration have never told us
it is unsafe to operate that
institution, and For the hon.
member to suggest that, to bring
that hefore Lthe people of this
Province in the fashion he has
done, without backing it up with

any evidence, whatsoever, is
totally irresponsible and he

should be ashamed of himself.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr, Speaker, all he had to do was
attend the meeting laskt night and
he would have seen the evidence,
no problem at all. I want to ask
him, again, will he dnvestigate
matters that have been brought to
our attention, on this side of the
House, about concerns from nurses,
nursing assistants and other staff
people? They are understaffed 1in
most positions over there and
finding it very difficult to carry

out thedir duties. Will he
undertake to invesligate this
matter as these are serious

concarns thalt have been brought Lo
the attention of the people in the
inskitution andl also Lo lhe
Opposition? We are doing our duty
by bringing it to your atltention.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member must
he a little bit deaf. I have
already said that we are in daily
contact with the Health Sciences
Centre and we gek the absolute
facts. We do not get garbled
Facts, we do not get the facts a
1ittle bit coloured, shall we say,
we do not geb khem third-hand, or
whatever, we get the straight
facls in  the department on an
almost daily basis from the people
who know the inskitution. There
is no need to idnvestigate. We
kmow what s going on, and they
know that we know what is going on.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
T would 1like to go to the Minister
of Labour, (Mr. Blanchard), Mr.

Speaker, since obuiously the
Minister of Health does not think
there is @ problem. Would the

Minister of Labour undertake to
investigate concerns that have
been brought to our attention hy
the nurses, nursing assistants and
other professions over there?

MR. REID:
That is the same question.
MR. EFFORD:

No!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

U ain asleing Lhe Ministber of
Labour, M. Speaker, would he
investigate this matter? Thase
very serious concerns bhrought Lo
our atbtention at last night's
meeting, one to which we, the
Premier of the Province or his
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representative were inuited.
Would he undertake to do that?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr. Spoeaker, I do nol want Lo
answer # question by asking a
question, but T would like to know
what it 1is the hon. member is
asking me to +invesktigate? Is il a
labour standards matter? Is it a
layoFF?  Whak is it? There is no
question in it for me.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Career Development
and Advanced Studies (Mr.
Matthews) . It has to do with the
recent announcement of the number
of courses that will be dropped at
the Cabot Institute, not far from
ConfFederation Building. In view
of the fact that idin a report
produced for the departmant lasti
January there wera seventeen
courses identified For Lransfer to
another dinstitution, none of which
have bean Lransferred, T ask the
Minister of Career Development and
Advanced Studies has he received
in the 1last number of months any
repraesentation From govearnment:
members, some of whom are Cabinet
ministers who represent districts
in the City of St. John's, to stop
the cancellation of these programs
at the Cabot Institute?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
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Development and Advanced Studies

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr.  Speaker, the primary mandate

of the Cabot Institute 1is the
delivery of diploma Jevel applied
arts and technology programs. We
have gone Lhrough restructuring of
aur post-secondary education

system in *the Province, We have
three provincial dnstitutes with
mandates, we have five community
colleges with mandates, and we

have the University with a
mandate . And what we see

happening, 1in Ffact, Mr. Speaker,
is what we expecled from the
restructuring of our
post-secondary education system,
The answer to the second part of
the hon. gentleman's question is
yes, the members for St. John's
consistently discuss happenings at
Lhe Cabot, the Marine Institute
and the University on a regular
hasis.

MR. LONG:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: *
n supplementary, Lhe haon, tLhe
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:

T thank Uthe hon. minister Ffor hig
answer . I assume that to mean the
members for the city alsoc opposed

the cancellation of these
courses., My supplementary, M.
Speaker, to the minister is; Is

he aware of that with the cuts 1in
courses at the Cabot Institute the
minister has violated his own

stated principles with the
reorganization of the

post—-secondary system, such that
there are now courses that are not
of fered anywhere on the Avalon and
as a result young people do not
have access to publicly funded
business education courses, word
processing specialist courses, and
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others, in violation of the
minister's own commiktment to these
guidelines? -

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr . Speaker, what the hon.
gentleman is saying is not
completely accurate. There are
courses offered dn Lthe various
regions of the Province. We are
trying to make courses available
to the residents and students of
the Province regardless of where

they 1live. And what the hon.
gentlaeman is saying 18 not:
accurate. Any particular course

in this Province is offered at a
number of campuses around the
Province. There s only one
course I know of that we are
gearing up Lo operate 1in just the
Stephenville area, that of the
heavy equipment operator, and wae
are doing that because that is a
specialized centre with the proper
resources to do so. But any of
the other courses that the hon.
gentleman has referred to are
offered at a number of locations
around the Province.

MR. LONG:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A fFinal supplementary.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, T ask the minister a
final supplementary as a member
wha is very commilted Lo the
district of St. John's East and
the arca taken in by St. John's.
T ask the minister if in view of
the official opening on Friday of
the Avalon Community College, will
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he give a commit to transfer some
of the courses that have been cut
from the Cabot Institute to .the
Avalon Community College, and give

a clear signal that “this
government is not showing

fFavouritism to private schools and
private educators, friends of the
Tory Government who are just
waiting to pick up courses that
have been dropped from public
institutions?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman,
again, s wrong on one count, in
that the official opening of the
nualon Commnunity College took
place a <couple of weeks ago 1in
Carbonear., T guass the horn.
gentleman was not aware of that.

Mr. Speaker, what 1is happening is
colrses are heing. offered at

various regions, the community
college campuses around the
Province, What we see at the

Cabot Institute, in essence, Mr.
Speaker, is a total restructuring,
reorganization, so that they meet
their new mandate. The decisions
that have been made are based on
the demand or lack of demand for
programs; programs where the job
outlook, the market outlook, for
graduates is unfavourable; the
percentage of graduates finding
employment is unfavourable;
duplications of programs within
the sysbem, Mr . Speaker, where
they are offered all over the
Province and we are turning out
graduates from programs who cannot

i nd employmenl. . What e are
doing with our new reorganized
sysiem is trying o prepare

graduates for future job markets
where they are employable.
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Space requirements, Mr., Speaker:
The Cabot Institute dis gearing up
for two and three year diploma
level applied arts and technology
programs., That d1s where we are
with 1t, Mr. Speaker, and T think
the hon. gentleman, if he did a
check of what is happening around
the Province in post-secondary
editcation, wonld Find that most of
the courses are offered, some of
them at Five campuses, okhers at
twelve, and most of the courses,
M, Speaker, are ofTered at:
fifteen or sixteen out of
seventeen or eighteen campuses. T
do not think that is too bad, Mr.
Speaker.,

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon ., the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the hon. the Minister of Health.
I attended that meeting last

night. T  was invited as Ehe
lLeader of the Liheral Party to
attend arcl br-ing othaer
representatives, The Leader of

che NDP was dnvited, and, I am
informed but I do not know with
certainty, that Ihe hon - the
Premier was invited to attend and
bring +the Minister of Health or
other representatives, Tt was not
A maeLing between staff and
management,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member is making a speech
and is not directing a question.

MR. WELLS:
I do want to lay the foundation,
My . Speaker. '
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It was a meeting to inform members
of this House, on - -both sides, of
the dire circumstances din which
people involued in the delivery of
health care have to work. That 1s
whal:  they told us the purpose
was. They went through a litany =

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasae!

The hon. wmember +1s nolt asking a
gquestion,

MR. WELLS:

U <o have the right, Mr. Speaker
you have told wme before - to lay a
foundation. Do 1 have the right
to lay a foundation?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

In any first question, any hon.
member  has the right to lay a
foundation, but there is a
difference between laying &
foundation and making a speech,
and the hon. member 1is making a
speech at the present time. I ask

him to ask his question.

e hon. Lhe Leader of the

Opposition.

DR. COLLINS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Healih.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T believe members of
this House are getting a little
tired of the lLeader of the
Opposition questioning Your Honour
- Your Honour has ¢great patience -
if he does not get the slightest
thing that he wants going his way.

Now, he may not be going so far as
to viclate the privileges of this
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House, but it d1s getting wvery
close to it I think that
everyone is hoping that the Leader
of the Opposition will confine
himself to parliamentary practice,
and when Your Honour says
something he immediately accept it
and does not argue about it and
does not try to get Your Honour to
change his mind and do something
else.

I hope that Your Honour will, at
euery possible opportunity, make
sure that the hon. Leader of the
Opposition practices parliamentary
practice and not violate the
privilege of this House.

soME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the lLeacder of the Opposiltion.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I am speaking to- that
point of order. I assure the
Minister of Health and Your Honour
that I expect and ask for nothing
more than every other member of
this House has, only the same.
But I ask for at least that much,
Mr. Speaker. I ask to be accorded
by all members of this House at
least that much.

There 1s no point of order, Mr.
Speaker. I would like to continue
wilkh my question.

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, Lhe hon.
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the
hon. Minister of Health, and to
say again, in speaking to -the
point of order, the lLeader of the
official Opposition has confirmed
the point of order Lhat the
minister dis making. When I am
called to  order for making a
lengthy preamble, I dimmediately
respect the demand made by the
Chair and go to my question, and

the same rules must apply,
especially during the very

critical time that we have, which
is only a half hour in question
period. and T think the Chair 1is
quite in order to tell people with
long preambles Lo get to their
question. We should not be given
Lhe opportunity to challenge being
called to order by the Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the
comments of Lthe hon. Minister of
Health and the member for St.
John's Fasl are quite correct.

The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition was making a fFar too
lengthy preamble and I ask him now
to ask his questions.

The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, we have got a serious
problem in health. I ask the
Minister  of Health, when  will
government acknowledge Lhe 200
people working in the Health
Sciences Centre, delivering care
on a day to day basis, are not
making np False stories Lo
embarrass the government, and are
expressing to the public genuine,
serious concern? When will the
governmaenl. Lake il seriously and
do something about it?
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T have been saying we
take any communications we get
From the Heallth Sciences Complex
seriously, without question and
all the time. We do have a very
wide open channel with the Health
Sclences Complex., The director at
Lhe dinstitution has a direct line
ko my office, which she Hses
frequently, speaking to the Deputy
Minister, sometimnaes {

speaking to
me, and 1f need be gets directed
to  perhaps some obther member of
the department when a particular
bit of dinformation is required and
is not readily at hand. There is
absolutely no problem in Lhe
institution communicating any
concerns they have, and we pay
close attention teo them whenever
it happens.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Opposition.

Leader of Lle

MR, WEILLS:

When will the government
acknowledge Lhalk there are 9200
other people, besides management,
involued in delivering healih care
services who asked the minister
and olthers, who askad the Premier
and representatives to attend that
meeting spoecifically ko hear Utheir
concerns? When will he agree to
meet with them and hear their
concerns?

SOME HON, MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T have received no
invitation to any such meeting. 1
will go  down, afFter the House
closes today, and I will Jook
under the carpets in my office 1in
case something came 1in, slipped on
the Floor, and perhaps someone
came in and kicked 1t wunder the
carpel:. . I will doubt very inuch
whether I will Find anything,
hecalise whan messages comne For me
they are directed to my attention
and no  such message was directed
to my attention.

MR. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speakaer.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. WELLS:

When will the Minister of Health
and the Premier of this Province
acknowledge that the churches are
so vitally concerned about it that
the priests are preaching sermons
about it from the pulpit? That is
how concerned people are, and the
members opposite sit and laugh at
it. T 1is & serious concern.

When will they properly deal with
iL?

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Heallh.

DR. COLLINS:

M, - Spaaker, wheneyar Ehe
opportunity arises we listen very
closely to  any  words From the
pulpit. I do not know how many
members on our side go to church,
but I can make an enquiry if that
s necessary. I @m sure that any
members of the government who go
Lo church, or any time they do go
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to church, pay close attention Lo
the pulpit.

MR. GIIBERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'Espoir.

MR. GILRBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of
Public MWorks and Services (Dr.
Twomey), but unfortunately he 1is
not in his place so I will now ask
the Deputy Premier, who seems to
sweep all his problems under the
carpelt these days. The Minister
of Public Works, 1in response to a
written questkion From me regarding
renovations  to leased premises,
advised that $142,016 acl been
spent to renovate the Eastern
canacda Building for the Department
of Mines . Now a check with
officials in his department failed
to show tender documents for this
$42,016. Will the minister tell
this House wihy the work was
undertaken without going through
the public tendering process?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member seems
to have some information that I
certainly do not have at hand, and
if he will give me the dinformation
I will take it wunder notice and
try to get him an answer to any
question that may need an answer.

MR. FUREY:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:
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Mr. Speaker, I have a quesltion for
the Minister of Agriculture (Mr.
Power) .

I wonder could the minister tell
us, in yiaw of Lhe Premier's
consistent repetition that there
were major studies cdone on  the
Canada - U.S. Free Trade Agreement
as it relates to Newfoundland and

Labrador, whether or not
agricultural products, Mr .

Speaker, from Newfoundland have
unrestricted access to the U.S5.
markets under this Free Trade
Agreement?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, this government has
done a study of tLthe Free Trade

Agreement: hatweaen Lhe United
States and the Government of
Canada. We and Lhe people of
Canada are convinced that this
Free Trade Agreement will be very
heneficial to the vast majority of
incdustries in Newfoundland and
Labrador. The fishing dindustry,
agriculture and other industries
will benefit from the Free Trade
Agreement. a are shipping
cucumbers out to the United States
today unrestricted, and that is
the way it should be.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for S$t. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, the wholesale price
of Nawfoundland cucumbers on Lkhe
Boston market is thirty cents, as
compared Lo seventy-nine cents on
this market. Is the minister
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aware that United States
legislation has ditemized a number
of the economic sectors, such as
agriculture? Is he aware. that any
subsidized product agricultural in
nature that leaves Canada destined
for u.s.
agricultural product is already
supplied in the U.S. market, such
as Frnglish cucuinbers, can he
disciplined under a bill that is
now hefore the U.$. Senate? Does
he know that cucumbers which are
subsidized by Newfoundland can be
disciplined when they crosses the
American border?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. +the Minister of Rural,
Agriculkbural and Northern
Development.

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, again, T guess, the
Liberal Party of Newfoundland and
the Liberal Party of Canada are
not really sure what their
position 1is on free trade. They
seem to dilly-dally around from
being supportive one day to being
non-supportive, bheing divided and
devisive in their approach to free
trade .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear'!

MR. POWER:

This government and this party and
the Government of Canada are very
strongly in Favour of free Lracde.
The small amount of agricultural
procduclts  that  leave NewFoundTland
and  go to the United States,
certainly will nmot be a major
concern for the Newfoundland
agriculibural communily . We intend
Lo w@ccess any markets we can with
any kind  of products that  we
possibly can. What we are trying
to do dis open up opportunities in
the market area for our producers
in Newfoundland, and that is what
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markets where that '

we expect the Free Trade Agreement
to do.

MR. FUREY:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, T can +tell Lthe hon.
minister that this party certainly
is not for free cucumbers for Lhe
American market.

I would like to ask the minister,
M. Speaker, what well-thought-out
plan has he 1in the event that the
Americans discipline Lhose
subsidized cucumbers which are in
the Boston marketplace For thirty

cents versus the Newfoundland
marketplace for seventy-nine
cents? Does he have a

well-thought-out plan to deal with
that particular discipline?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development,

MR. POWER:

Mr.  Speakar, waibt until someone
figures out and 1is able to prove
the amount  of stbsidy in the

agricultural community in Lhe
world. The Federal Minister of
Agriculture (M, Wise) W& s

recently al a meel.ing 1in Brussels
where Canada was accused of having
higher stibsidies, ancl less
subsidies and more subsidies.
Nobody -is able to delermine quite

accurately what subsidies are
given in any seclor of Lhe
agricultural economy. America is
bad, Lhe Europaean Economic

Community is worse. We 1in Canada
subsidize to & certain degree, hut
certainly no worse and no less
than ost other places. In our
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case, Mr., Speaker, we are not the
leasl bit concerned about the Free
Trade Agreement: affFecting our
export of cucumbers or any other
producl.

MR. W. CARTER:
My, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member For

MR. W. CARTER:

My . Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr.
Rideout) . On June 3 the minister
announced, Mr. Speaker, and it was

reported in The Evening
Telegram, that two more middle

distance vessels at a cost of $10
million would he huilt din the
Marystown Shipyard.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W, CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, we are very happy for
the Mairy s town Shipyard. Mr .
Speaker, the question I put to the
minister is would he report to Lhe
House the status of ‘Lthe middle
distance [{leet:? Are their catches
sufficiently large Lo justify
their existence? Or in shorlt, Mr.
Speaker, will the minister bring a
report into the House on tLhe
middle distance fleet?

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, members of the House
who are members of the Resource
Fstimates Committee, no doubt will
remember thal I agreed to provide
such a detailed w@ccounting to the
Committee, bt of course, the

12779 June 8, 1988 Vol Xl

CommitlLee never got arournd Lo
hearing the answer. But I will
undertake Lo cdo that, M
Speaker. But off the top of my
head T can tell the hon. gentlemen
and the House that yes, the middle
distance boats are proving to be
very economically wviable units.
Yes, T can tell him that without a
subsidy, having been built at a
cost of $5 wmillion a shot when
they could be obtained overseas at
$2.2 million, ayen with that
disadvantage, I can tell him, and
wikhout the advantage of & bounty
which vessels less than sixty-five
feet have in this Province, even
with that disadvantage I can tell
him that vyes, the vessels are
paying their own way.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Now, Mr. Speaker, T can tell the
hon. gentleman as well that the
craws of Lhose vessels «ure earning
very good incomes. It is my
nnderstanding that  the captains
and the crews are extremely happy
with their working conditions and
their incomes, and that Lhis
technology 1is adapting very, very
well to the Newfoundland fishery,
and that as a result of it, Mr.
Speaker, resource-short plants in
many , many communities in this
Province are provided with several
weeks of work a year for plant
workers who would be otherwise
unemployed. So we are very, Very
pleased with the progress that has
been made in the development in
that middle distance fleet so far.

and, fimally, I will tell the hon.
gentleman, Mr. Speaker, that if we

do not bhecome aggressive in
adopting the expansion of
harvesting effort in Newfoundland

and Labrador, then somebody in
this Province will rue the day
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when somebody in another province
does it for us.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTERY
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon, the
member for Twillingate,

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr.  Speaker, I wonder would the
minister, then, undertake to lLable
& proper report on the aclivities
of these vessels? T am informed
that there are thirty-one vessels
of the 65 Fool class in Lhe
Province capable of fishing in the
middle distance waters 1in  areas
where these vessels are fishing.

I wonder has the minister done a
study, Mr . Speakar, into the
impact on that sector of the
inshore Fishery by virtue of the
presence now of these larger
middle distance vessels?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr . Speaker, I just fFinished
telling the hon. gentleman that I
am quite prepared, was prepared
and still am prepared to provide
the House and the public with an
accounting and an update of the
middle distance 2

el fFort ak Any
time . I dust do not have it <in
Front: of wme at the momenl, hut T
will wrdertake, over a reasonable
period of Lime, to provide that,
I had been prepared Lo provide in
Comnittee S OMe weaks ago, bk
there was not an opportunity to do
S0,

M. Speaker, to the second part of
the hon. gentleman's question, ofF
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course T am aware that there are a
number of sixty-five foot vessels
in this Province that can for very
significant parts of the year fish
in areas where those vessels
fish. In fact, they can fish at
certain times of the year oulb to
the edges of the 200 mile zone and
perhaps even beyond, Mr. Speaker.

We have encouraged that
development: . We have in fact, Mr.
Speaker, as a government helped
some of +them Lo gear up to take
advantage of certain fisheries in
areas leng distances offFshore.

That s a fact, Mr. Speaker, the
hon. gentleman knows 1t is & fact,
and wae  have done it din Lhe past.
We are not taking quotas from that
category of wvessels bto give to a
middle distance fleet, M.
Speaker. fhe only quUoOtas that
become available to that Ffleet is
as bthere is Adncremental increases
in the total allowable catch, then
a share goes Lo that developmental
aspect out of it.

The hon. gentleman also knows, Mr,
Speaker, that the Kirhy Report,
which most people in the Prouvince
and Lhe House and in  Atlantic
Canada are aware of, suggested and
recommanded Lhat that fleelb of
vessels, over time, given an
increase in the quota, should have
at least a minimum of 50,000 tons
of fish available to it.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

The time for oral questions has
elapsad.

Notices of Motion

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Northern
Development.

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
will on ftomorrow bring forth the
following resolution:

WHEREAS the British Parliament 1is
considering regulations which will
require the Tlabelling in Britain
of fur products that may come from
animals caught in leg hold traps;
and

WHEREAS the federal government on
Wednesday, May 31, 1988, passed a
unanimous resolution condemning
such actions; and

WHEREAS over 100,000 Canadians,
and approximately 50,000 of these
are Native Canadians, and the
value of the fur industry to
Newfoundland and Labrador
complements their income;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
House of Assembly go on record in
supporting fthe unanimois voice of
the House of Commons; and

[ =

RE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our
House of Assembly advyise Lhe
Government of Britain of our
objeciions.

SOMFE HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Answers to Questions .
for which Notice has been Given .

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker, I have the answers to

several questions on - the Order
Paper. One question dis from the

member for Menihek (Mr. Fenwick),
which I believe was hbrought up
cduring Lhe Estimales debate, I
would 1ike to table that answer.

I also have answers to Question 78

on the Order Paper. I have two
political staff within my
department, an executive assistant
and a minister's secretary. on

Question 97 no the Orcder Paper:
The vehicle in the department when
I got there, in Forestry, was a
1985 Chev Impala. We invited
tenders from eleven firms listed
here alphabetically, starting with
Beothuk Ford and going down as far
as Random Ford/Mercury. There
were three tenders received, Mr.
Speaker: City Motors had no money
bid; Terra Nova Motors for
$14,100; Hickman Motors For
$12,900, and that is the vehicle
purchased by the order number as
staked, Mr. Speaker.

Also, there are some expense
sheets here, M, Speaker, for
Queslion No. 10, T helieve, on the
Order Paper, concerning my travel
during a certain time last Fall.
There was one trip to Bishop's
Falls for the annual live fox show
of the Newfoundland Fox Breeders'
Associabkion, M~ Speakar, one
Friday and Saturday, the eleventh
month, on the twenty -eighth.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, pleasel

Private Members' Day

MR. SPEAKER:

Tt Ads now 4 o'clock and it i
Private Members' Day. I now call
on the hon. Lhe menber For St
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John's North,

The hon. the member for St. John's
North.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:

My resolution is a very short one,
Mr. Speaker. It merely reads that
the government should be commended
for entering into the Sprung
project.

Tn okher words, the gouvernment s
good and the Sprung project is
good, T imagine the Opposition,
because of their many statements
in the past few mwonths, will take
the opposite tack, and will either
say Sprung s bad or government is
bad, They may spare Sprung but

Lhey may not spare the
government . Well, +that ds their
privileqge. I dntend, +din the few

minutes alotted to me, to try and
make the case for the affirmative
and I think I will succeed.

In the first place, I think we
should adopt A sensae of
proportion, It is a fact that the
Linerboard Mill of Stephenville,
when the Conservative government
of Frank Moores ktook over in 1972,
was going down the tube and in
order Lo save ik, and to finish it
and produce linerboard, something
like $200 million Mad to he
spent. Then, in order to run it
as a Linerboard Mill, something
like 450 million a year had to be
put in as a subsidy., Then, since
it did not work out, another $100

million hadd to bhe spenl: Lo
transform it into a newsprint

mill.

T understand 1t doeos fake in more
money now than it spends, but I
would suggest to menmbers on holh
sides of the House thalt no matter
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how well the projeclt 1is run, it
can never even pay the interest on
Lhe dnterest of that . $500 plus
million dollars which was spent on
ik,

I am not suggesting this money
should not have been spent. The
West Coast of this Province ids
prosperous because of the efforts
of this government but at great,
great cosk.

To @ soamewhal: lesser extent, -in
the City of Corner Brook the paper
mill was rescued by &an
expenditure, not as large, but
certainly exceeding $100 million.

Now, in conlbrast to thalt, a very
relatively small amount of money
has heen pual al risk. It has not
been an outright grant; it dis not
morey - down Lhe Lube., It is
partially a guaranteed loan for
which there is a Ffacility which is
certainly worth the amount of
money put at risk and if you were
to add the value of the research
which has gone into c¢reabting such
a project, one has to pick. figures
out of the air, I suppose, hut
there are certainly many tens of
millions of dollars of value will
he there when the project is
completed.

By the way, we might as well put

our cards on the table. This
project dis not yet complete. It
is anything but complete. It ds
in the process of beirng

constructed and being brought on
strean. Some produce is being
sold but it dis nothing like full
production.

This ds a good day Lo start this
debate bhecause this 41s 8 June and
our weabther is anything buk Tlike 8
June, It dis typical Newfoundland
Spring weather, Tt ds dnsincere,
it is cold, 4t ds not at all
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seasonable, and any farmer who 1is
trying to put seed in the grotind
must find himself extremely
fFrustrated. T know I do.

The Sprung project attempts to

control the wvariables. Tt ds A
completely controlled
environment:. . They control T he
amount of oxygen the plant gets
and the amount of COols
metereaed. In fact, they provide

somet:hing Jlike double the amonnt
of COpyou  find in  a normal
atmosphere. They control the
heat, &they control the intensity
of the 1light, the timing of the
light, they control the humidiky,
the nutrition levels, the Ph
level, the water level and, of
course, they protect from the
other variable, 1like wind, hale,
sudden storms.

MR . BAKER:
(Inaudible) bottled CO»7

MR. W. CARTER:

The COy is provided by the
burning of propane but the amount
of COo in Lhe atmosphera is
monitored and my urderstanding is
it is about double whal we have in
ordinary atmosphere.

Tt is not enough to affect people
who are going in there. There ‘is
more CO, in the hon. gentleman's

Jungs Ehan there is in the
atimosphere of Lhe Sprung

greenhouse. I think it dis quite

safe,

MR. STMMONS:
We do not dispute (inaudible.)

MR. W. CARTER:

Alright, bhis is okay. I am
making my argument and I certainly
appreciate comments. Tf
wants to get up and mislead the
House, I will allow them bto.
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anyone =

MR. SIMMONS:

We agree with you on these basic
arguments, but tell us about “the
marketing.

MR. W. CARTER:

let me come to that, gentleman
from Fortune - Hermitage (Mr.
Simnons), and while we are talking
about controlling the variables, I
tihink hon. gentlemen will agree it
is wvery dmportant to control the
variables.

The Leader of +the Opposition 1s
doing his hest to control Lihe
variables over there and he has
some variables sitting down For
the first time. He seems Lo be
able +o control the members' legs
at least, if not any other part of
their anatomy.

Obviously, hon. gentlemen know
Lhis product is pesticide and
herbicide free, I am not against
herbicides and pesticides, but
they can be overdone, and these
particular products are absolutely
free of pesticides and
herbicides. That is nolb something
you can say for most ordinary
vegetables which are field grown.

Savoury does not require
peskicides. T4 4is too skrong Ffor

insects to attack. But most field
vegetables do have herbicide and
pesticide residues within them or
on them or near them or about
them, and Lhese have never seen or
will not see any chemical like
thal . So Lhis has Lo e a
positive factor.

With a&ll the anti-spray talk you
get:, T do not think a great deal
of it is justified, but there do

Geem ko bhe Fears in certain
gquarters and certainly these

producks should be absolutely
acceptable to the entire market
S0  Ehat +is the beginning of the
marketing.
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The hon. gentlemen opposite
sugygest: the markeling is a

problem, The figures quoted are
wrong. The Figures on the Boslon
market are wrong. I am not going
Eo get into a numbers game wikh
hon. gentlemen. I suggest they
check their sources. The nunbers
they have been giving are wrong.

Shortly after we joined
Confederation a great many
articles started appearing in the
Mainland press about
NewFoundland. There were articles
in Time magazine, There were
articles in The Globe and Mail,
National Geographic, and some

other magazines as well. Some  of
these articles were right, but a
lot of them were wrong. Tt was an
interesting aducation for us
bacause we stddenly realized Lhat
possibly Time magazine could be
wrong, The Globe  and Mail could
be wrong.

Well, The Sunday Express can be
wrong too. Just as  an example:
They had something in about our
pensions last week. Their {figures
are wrong, absolutely wrong, and
these are not hidden tigures .,
These are figures anyone can get.
I suppose you have Lo pay the

appropriate fee,. So I do not
necessarily believe all that I
read. I suggest that hon.
gentlemearn, before thaey start
banding figures around, check

their sources.

The other Ehing abhout: this
facility worth thinking about s
Ehat, once it gets going, it will
be continuous production. IF you
have a btomalo {this wmorning, vyou
can have another +fomato tomorrow

morning of the SEMe gquality.
Maybe it will nrot bhe the  same

price. Prices cdo {luctuate. Burt:
I would say this: If you can have
Bl continuous and reliable and
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reasonahly sufficient, 1if not an
abundant, supply of product, then
the market prices must stabilize.
Tt must. This 1is the way marketks
work. If you have a continuous,
reliable, attractive supply of any
product, then the market will
stabilize. This 11s a basic law of
economics.

Damaged product and also, by the
way, the waste, the detritus of
the used up plants, 1s available
for local farmers, apparently.
That is a plus. )

The criticism has been leveled at
this government that because of
the investment and the exposure
given to Sprung by this
government, not anough is  belng
done for farmers. I would like to
sitggest  Lhat lthese two arguments
are unrelated. They are
unrelated., Certainly Lthere s not
enough bheing done for farmers, but
I think this government would have
been very foolish to have passed
over stch an opportunity to get @
high tech facility like this.

While we are on the business of
what 1s being done for farmers, I
am happy to note there is a
proposal in the works to make the
licensing of farm trucks available
For  about ten dollars a year,.
This 1is done on Prince Edward
Island and I think 1t Ls done in

New Brunswick. I amn not sure
about Nova Scotia. It is high

time it was done for Newfoundland,
and U am told that it is going to
be ‘done for Newfoundland. So
Ehere 1s a plus.

There are a number of programs for
Farmers . There are not enough. I
think farmers have a hard enough
time with our weather withoult some
of the other things which could be
done for us. You do not have Lo
argue wikth me or you do not have

No .,
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to debate with me *to get me to
agree with you that® there is not
enough being done for farmers.
That need not form part of the
debate. I will grank you that
point right away.

But I do nolt suggest +the Sprung
facility +is going Lo be harmfl
because one of the things we do
need s a controlled enuironment
to experiment with various types
of climale, various types of soil

and wvarious conditions. I would
hope, perhaps when the Sprung

complex ds fully developed, that
some small corner of - it may be
able to bhe devoted entirely to
experimental procedures.

One thing about land, Mark Twain
observed, I think about 100 years
ago, he said, 'They ain't making
any more of it.' it would make a
very interesting statistic to see
just how many acres of prime
Ontar-io farmland the Sprung
Complex 1is equal to. In terms of
production, I would suggest it is
probably a couple of hundred acres
of prime Ontario farmland in &
prime season. So, you know, it is
something to think about. Tts
value 1is far 1in excess of 1its
Limnediate value as a producer of
vegetables.

For instance, at the presenl time
there are something like 200

Full-time Jobs. Now, these are
not 200 ten week jobs or 200
fiwenty weaek jobs. These &are 200

full-time jobs and they are jobs
that  are interesting, rewarding,
comfortable and pleasant.
Apparently people are glad Lo work
their and I do not think they have
the kind of turn over one usually
finds.

AN HON. MEMBER:
How many?
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MR. J. CARTER:
Something like 200.

Now, some of these jobs, you will

arqgue, are construction jobs.
That 1is true. But remember this:
The Facilily is not yet
completed. When all the entire
Facility is going, there will he
something in the order of 200
permanent.  jobs. At the present
time there is 200 jobs, something
Tike 100 permanent and 100
construction, something like
thadts, These Figureas are
approximate. Rut when the

facility is finished, you will be
looking at 200 plus johs,
permanant:, comfFortable, pleasant,
well-paying, interesting,
rewarding jobs which do not
exhibit the kind of turnover the
usual 200 jobs facilities do
exhibit.

MR. SIMMONS:
Would the hon.
question?

member  permlb &

MR. J. CARTER:
Yes, sure,

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage .

MR. SIMMONS:

T thank fLhe member for yielding
for a moment. I am sure the
member helieves what he 1s saying,
hut on one specific, he 1s very
i sinformed, Does he realize that
these pleasant jobs which are now
in  play in  there are held by
people who are not even provided
with sensible outcdoor toilets?
Does he realize the conditions

uncer which those people are
working in there right now?
-

MR. J. CARTER:
No, I do not realize that because
I happen to have visited the

No. 51 R2785



facility as recently as yesterday
and there are facilities. So the
member's information is wrong.

MR. STMMONS:
Quite recently, in that case.

MR. J. CARTER:
Well, the member's information is

wrong . Ik is Jjust wrong. T was
Lthere yesterday. I had a good

look at the place ves kerday
because I did not want to come
unprepared for this debate. So T
had a good thorough look at the
Facility vesterday and the
facility I would say is -

AN HON. MEMBER:
I cannot get in.

MR. J. CARTER:

I am sure Lthe hon. gentleman
look, there are photographs on Lhe
walls of Lhe Leader oF Lhe
Opposition (Mr. Wells), of the
leader of something or other down
in the corner, he is there.

MR. CALLAN:
[s Lhatl: the washroom walls?

MR. J. CARTER:

Well, they should bhe on the
washroom walls. It would bhe more
appropriate. Anyway, they are
front and centre and they are very
good photographs. They are quite
large photographs and vyou can see
the dnterest and how completely
the hon. members opposite are
absorbed in what they are seeing.
They are very, very impressed,
The look of wonderment and the
lmpress ion is  written all over
their faces,

This is not: like Shaheen's
operation. I  wvisited Shaheen's
operation and you could this was® a
scam from the word go. But this
Sprung oparation shows very, uvery

careful management, very, very

AY

(o)
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what we call tender loving care.
There dis nothing out of place.
There are no crash heaps there
like there were at Come by
Chance,

Just to recite some of the
facilities that we have sean come
and go in Newfoundland since

Confederation, I cannot help but
think of the rubber plant, the
hockey stick plant, the chocolate
plant, the orange juice proposal
by Doyle, and the Bell Island
contract that was supposedly on

" kthe Premier's desk.

I will compliment the Leader of
the Opposition. e was one of the
few who were so disgusted by the
Shahaenery that was going on he
did at least partially cross the
floor, Tt was not a Full cross.
It was sort of a half. cross. If
he had shown trie courage, I think
he would have come all the way
across and strengthenaed bthe party
that needed strengthening at the
ime  and done some good. Rul &s
it was, it was a mere token cross,
a  token protest and it did nok
achieve what the hon. gentleman
probably wanted to achieve, which
was the bringing down of Lhe
Smallwood government,

I think it wa s a very
praiseworthy, very worthwhile
attempt, but he did not go fFfar
enough. He lacked stamina, shall
we say. I remember Lthe incident
quite well, and I thoudght wvery
highly of him at the time and I am
sorry that he did not fulfill what
was, in my view, a great promise.

One of the big values of this, and

I will gebt dnto it when U have a
chance to speak again when I wind
up my remarks, 14 that Ehis
facility can use in fFull
produclion ahoul; twenky Lo

twenty-Lwo megawatts of power.
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We cannot bring power down to the
Island from Upper Churchill, Lower

Churchill, or even lowest
Churchill, the Muskrat Falls, the
lowest Churchill. I +think the

aconoimnics of Lthe situation are
that the power line or the

intertie to the Island is
something like $2 billion. The

amount of electricity you have to
bring +to make this commercially
feasible or to make il pay would
be a minimum of about 800 to 1,000
megawatls,

To bring 1,000 wmegawatls all of a
sudden to fthis Island, which only
uses aboul 1,600 and again, these
are approximations so I do not
want +to gel dinto 1it, that dis aboul
1,600 megawatts, so if you were to
bhring in  an  exkra 1,000, what
would you do with them? You could
not use bthem.

We must find and should find and

should welcome industry or
complexes that efficiently,

sensibly and wisely use large
blocks of power. I think 1f this
thing works out, what I would call
this Twenty -first Century
facility, I think you will see or
youu may see or I would hope you

would see many more such
facilities. Now, not necessarily

exactly 1like it, because I think
they would have o be varied
slightly, but this Lype of
Facility, T think, ds the way of
the future.

This dis the way the world is going
to have Fedéd dtself by using a
high tech, controlled environment,
and this is the  way of the
future. You may not like it. You
may want to stick in the past, antl
there are, perhaps, some
disadvantages, but T think, on the
whole, this is well worthwhile. I
certainly congratulate our
government for sticking their
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necks out and going ahead with it.
I would he very interested. - to
listen to Lhe comments of members
opposite,

MR. EFFORD:
Sit down then.

MR. J. CARTER:

I am about to sit down. Do not
get. bhe in a hurry. fs have
accepted interruptions, I hope
that hon. gentlemen opposite will
also accept legitimate, helpful
interruptions.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. J. CARTER:
Good . T will be very finlterested
in what hon. gentlemen have Lo say.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, it 1s interesting to
note that the whole hydroponic
complex which -is now considered a
very large Newfie joke, right
across +this Prouvince anyone who
attended dinner Loday witnessed
also it has now become a Royal
joke.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member must
have been up all night thinking
about Lhat particular speech,
because it s wvery much like a
hydroponic cucumber. It is worth
aboul: thirty cents, and, in all
likelihood, will end up 1in the
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dump, like that particular

speach.

The member  odid not.  deal, Mr .
Speaker, with any single part of
his particular lssue and the
legitimate gquestions raised by
hon. members in both parties on
this side of the House. It is a
significant amount of money being
asked from the public treasury.

I congratulate the hon. wmember,
Mr. Speaker, on getting beyond 'No

comment . ' I sincerely
congratulate him For getting

beyond those two words, because
none of Lthe Cabinet seems Lo be
able Lo get past 'no commenl' on
that particular side of the
House .

Perhaps T will send a
recommendation to the Premier to
invite +he hon. member HAnto the
Cabinet, perhaps as Minister of
Agriculture, and he will sincerely
deal with some of the legitimate
yuasktions posed by hon. members on
Lhis side of the House.

M. Speaker, the resolution dbtself
is pratty straighiforward, Tt
asks us to commend the government
on thisg high toech,
state--of-the-art investment.
all, Mr. Speaker, we commend LULhe
government,

Now that Lhe government is
commended, perhaps they will tell
us about the cost and deal with

the real dssues. We compliment
the government on this new,

innovative concept, but we
genuinely, sincerely question the
cost, the amount of ftaxpayers'
dollars taken in through general
revenues and spent on a hydroponic
complex of this magnitude in Mount
Pearl,

One wontld always Lthink that vyou
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experiment in a small way first Lo
see LT somelhing can work and then
gradually grow. You do not touch
Lhe bolbbtom of a pond, Mr. Speaker,
just by saying, 'I am going Lo
dive din a Louch the bottom.' You
have to know what the distance is
o the boltom and what you are
getting into.

Just as an aside, Mr. Speaker: I
heard the hon. member, a Farmer in
his own right and a good farmer,
say all was well in agriculture in

this Province. It could nrot be
any better. He painted a rosy
picture.

I am really surprised that the
hon. member would stand there and
say that things are really good -

MR. J. CARTER:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's North.

MR. J. CARTER:

T have to ask the hon. menber:
Was he here when I was speaking?
I did nol suggest for one minute

MR. EFFORD:

It is a question, Mr. Speaker.

MR. J. CARTER:

No, Mr. Speaker, il 1% a point of
order, because something has bheen
said that L did notk Say .
Something has been laid at my door
that was not even on my skreet, I
think 4t 41s an hon. gentleman's
right, privilege and requirenent
to get wup and set the record
straight.

AN HON. MEMBER:

No, 1t is not.

MR. J. CARTER:
Well, Speakers +4n the past have
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certainly allowed it, anc T
suggest that I did not say and did
not suggest for one minute that
everything was as well as it
should he in agriculkure.
Referring to my notes right here
in front of me, there 1s not
enough done for farmers.

MR. FUREY:
Order, Mr. Speaker. e 1s taking
my time.

MR. J. CARTER:

T said that. [t is parl of the
record. The tapes will show 1t.
Now, T suggest 1he hon. gentleman
correct his statement.

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
Tt was a point of clarification

and I consider it a point of
arder. When the Cladir deams
necessary, I will say if it is a
point. of order, Th 1s not for
some members to shout out it is no
paint of order. The Chair takes

the responsibility of saying if it
is or 1if 4t is nok a point of

order. I consider that a point of
order but, again, as a

clarification.
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, I commend you on such
decisive, wise action. What T
heard the hon. member say then was
thal: T said he said all was well
in  the agricultural sector. He
rose 1in his place Lo correcth ne ,
and I thank him for doing that.
He said all s nol well in Gthe
agricultural sectonr. I quite
agree with hin, Mr., Speaker, all
is not well din the agricultural

sector and part of the blame lies’

right at his doorstep, right at
government's doorstep.

Do you know, M.  Speaker, Ehal
this 1is the only Province in the
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entire country, from coask Lo

coast, without an agricultural
agreement for dits farmers? -The
only Province in the entire
country without an agricultural
agreement. Yes, all ds not well

for farmers, Mr. Speaker, let me
just paraphase here a letter the
President: of the Newfoundland
Federation of Agriculture wrote to
the Minister of Agriculture 1in
Ottawa, copied the provincial
minister and other members, and
made public: He said, two years
ago we were told your department
insisted that our agricultural
agreemenl.  should bhe signed under
Lhe IRDA. Just days ago, I was
o1l by both our provincial
minister, Mr. Power, and Mr. Bill
Goulding of the office of the Hon.
John Crosbie, that we have an
outline For an agreement where
funding 1levels have been agreed
upon, and that the source of funds
have still not been didentified.
May we be so bold as to suggest
that the source of funding is the
Lax dollars of Lhe people of
Canada? Any departure from this
basic truth is just ohstacles
created by government and a
question of semantics.

Mr. Speaker, he went on: "We have
seen the agreement outlined with
the proposed funding regime and
our reacktion is dincluded in this

letter. An  agreement without a
capital assistance Program Lo
address hasis development needs
wi 1 da Titlle Lo Further

agricultural development in this
Province, and Lhe $5 wmillion that
you will commit dis ridiculous, to

say the Tleastl. Yes, Mr, Speakaer,
all is not well for our
fradibional Farmers in this
Province, but think how much

better it would bhe had some of
that $15 million din cash, loans,
guarantees, and equily bean
diverted to the traditional farmer
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in this Province. Mr. Speaker,

just think about that.

Mr. Gpeaker, T said that we do not
quarrel with the concept of the
hydroponic facilily. We quarrel
with the magnitude, size and
cosis, we guarrel thabt il has gone
way out of control, and we say,
Mr. Speaker, thalt as a raesull of
that it can only be seen as a
madcap  scheme . What do T say as
the member for St. Barbe to senior
citizens who Jlook wme sbtraight -in
the face and say, "Why did the
govermnenl: take away that small
subsidy that runs the ferry
between Ronne Bay and Norris
Point? Why do I have to drive
nearly two hours to get to a
physician, a doctor, a pharmacy?
Why was that subsidy taken away?
What do I say to them when they
ask me why they are spending $15
million growing cucumbers?

Mr. Speaker, last year the inshore
Fishery was 1in a crisis. Whatl: do
I say to idinshore fisherman, and
what: does the Minister of Finance
say to him who wmwade $5000 toughing
it out at 5 o'clock in the
morning, din  his  boat, when you
have a cucumber [iasco and «a
cucumber caper in your backyard?

MR. WINDSOR:
(Inaudible) .

MR. FUREY:
M, Speaker, the Minister of
Finance s embarrassed aboult that
white elephant that glows 1in the
dark, and that is why he is
shouting.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, FUREY:

My, Speaker, he is embarrassed by
his own member's resolution, and
he wishes he could haul 4t off the
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Order Paper, and the member for
St.  John's Morth s bhiting his
nails, hoping they will not grow
nydroponic savory {the next time
round in that big tent in Mount
Pearl.

Mr. Speaker, what i35 the Liberal
position? Where are we coming
Firom on bthis hydroponic fFfaciliky?
Here 1is what we say: We ask the
governient for a complete and
Lhorough study of the Sprung
greanhouse project, We are asking
it before any legislative approval

is given For government
involvement and before any more
public funds are committed. Is

that too much to ask? We are
saying, put bthe brakes on. et us
study where the $15 million has
gone ko date and let us  study
whether it needs more money.

Mr. Speaker, I would love to see
the Minister of Finance come up
and go 1in the woods with me this
year, as T did last vear, and talk
to fifty loggers who cannot get
subsidies on  their gasoline and
who have to pay high taxes in this
Province for capital equipmnent. I
would love for him to come up and
give & semnon on cuctmhers in bhe
woods of Hawks Bay. Let him come
up and do it, Mr. Speaker. Money

is money. How it ds spent, Mr.
Minister, Gis what wWe are
questioning. Not apples, not

oranges, money s money., Are you
spending it correctly?

AN HON. MEMBER:
How much subsidies -

MR. FUREY:

It is quite one thing Lo dress up
as a cucumber and qo to a
masquerade ball, but it is quite
another to spend $15% million of
vaxpayer's monies. Mr. Speaker,
we are saying that projections by
this govermnent: on both financing
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and production have proven to be
grossly inaccurate.

They say one thing, then we get
into an dinvestigation, we talk to
economists, we deal din the true

figures, and we find it is
absolutely the opposite. For

example, Mr. Speaker, the original
estimate of the total government

Financial investment Wy this
project was $11.4 million. Now we
find out ik has risen to

$15,075,000 and it may even 4o
higher. Mr ., Speaker, we are told
that even if the $825,000 Sprung
environment space enclosure loan
guaranteed by this government is
repaid without any loss, the rotal
government Financial involvement
will escalate yel Further, )
$14.2 wmillion. The Minister of
Finance and other ministers slood
in their places -

MR. J. CARTER:
A poink of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's North.

MR. FUREY:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker, or
a point of clarification?

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order.

MR, J. CARTER:
A point of order, at this time,
Mr. Speaker.

The hon. gentleman is mislearding
the House. Now, he is not doing
it deliberately, T am sure he s
not, because I do mnot think . he
understands the differance.

Now [ said quite clearly, and T
think every reasonable person will
accepl:, Lhat Lhe Facility out
there when completed - and even
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incomplete as il is now - will be
worth far more than the
government's exposure on It -far
more, many times, several times
the total of the govermnent's
exposure., So to suggest that we
are pouring money down the sink 1s
misleading this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK: -

Mr. Speaker, that s  the sacond
so-called point of order the hon.
gentleman has risen on in Lhis
House this evening. I would draw
Your Honour ' s abtenkion Lo
Beauchesne, Sections 233, 234, and

SO 0il. N peint of order is not
an opportunity for the hon .

genlleman Lo stand up and try to
deny the truth of what a person is
saying or Lo deny, in Ffact, any
allegation that is not personal,
that has to do with dnformation
the hon. member -

MR. J. CARTER:
What sections?

MR. TULK:
233, 234.

- hat  the hon. gentleman i«
getting on with. Section 233 will
show Your Honour bthat & point of
order has to do with departure
from anything that 1s carried in
the Standing Orders, any rule of
procedura, AN rule of procedure.
Not an opportunity for the hon.
gentleman to gel up and foist his
heliefs or opinions on another
member of this House, or Lo geb up
and ask him a question. That s
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not correct. It i4s not a point of
order,  and anyhody who knows
anything about the rules of this
Housa knows Ehal, it 1s not a point
of order and, therefore, the hon.
gentleman should be  brought to
attention for raising spurious
points of order rather than rising
on what are points of order.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FURFY:
Mr. Speaker, are you going to rule
on it?

MR. SPENKER:
Yes, I am gqoing to rule on it.

Since this hon. member has sat 1in
this Chair, I have heard nunerous
points of order. I do not think
it should be defined right down
the centre. You have to let
people have a bhit of leeway, on
both sides, .one on the other, I
was reading along and it says
here, '"Interpretation to be put
upon the rules of procedure.’ As
far as the Chair is concerned, the
Chair will accept these points of
order, I will be mindful of the
siltuation, hbot T will accept the
points of order.

There dis no point of order, there
was  just  a dirfference of opinion
between two hon. gentlemen.

The hon. the member for SL. Barbe,

MR. FURFY:

U an amazed, Mr . Speakaer, A
project that this government was
s0  proud  of  three months ago,
beating Lheir chests in euery
possible way; the Premier running
around with cucumbers growing out
of his hand, for a government that
was so proud of it, Mr. Speaker,
they are pretty sensitive today.
No comment! No comment! Heckle,
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heckle, heckle! They are pretty
senstitive, Mr. Speaker, especially
the hon. the member - for Mount
Paarl, who has that whikte, flamning
tent in his backyard.

Now!, Mr, Speaker, what is the
truth of 1the matier? Well, if we
want to get to the bolktom of 1t
and deal wilth the truth, why would
the government bhe afraid of a
completely open, Ffully accessible
enquiry where all the cards are

puls on Lhe table, where Mr., Sprung

before a select
commnittee, where all government
studies, marketing plans,
analysis, wheare all of that,
internal documents
notwithstanding, are laid upon the

is called

table? Surely we would arrive at
Lhe truth then, it a seleck
committee did a full and

comprehensive investigation into
it. a
Mr Speaker, we called for a
judicial enquiry, it became <o out
of control a number of months

ago. Now, hon. members brushed
that off, brushed it aside and

said, 'No way!' Well, if they are
not going to do that, why not a
selecl commnitlee of the House,
much along the lines of the Public

Account.s Cominijttee, 10 shudy
indepth and din detail where the
noney is  going. We are simply
saying the matter ought to be
choroughly assessoed and @l

feasibility study produced before
Ihis House of Assembly can | be
asked to approve guarantees which
have already gone inlto achion, and
any more this company make seek.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what did the
Premier say? Hon. members will be
interested in this. The Premier
wrote a book, that great author
from Green Bay, called The Past
In The Present. Here 1is what he
said, and I quote - and he 1is
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right - "Industry after industry
was  altracted to Newfoundland o
absorb subsidies and public funds,
and ultimakely to fail. I was as
if by some magic the normal laws
of economics could be reversed and
totally inappropriate industries
would be able to flourish here."

MR. DINN:
Quote Joey,

MR. FUREY:

That is the end of the quote. The
Minister of Mines says, "Quote
Joey'. TIs Lthe Minister of Mines
embarrassed by his Premier's book?

MR. DTINN:
Not a bit.

MR. TUREY:
T am not embarrassed by it. That
statemenl 1ds absolutely correct.

Now, parallel that statement with
the BSprung space enclosire in
Mount Pear] . Industry after

industry was attracted bto absorb
subsidies, $15 million by our

calculations, Mr . Speaker, i
cash, loans, grants, equity, 1if

you add it all up. T was as if
by some magic you could wave a
wand and not only could cucumbers
be grown, but they could be sold.
Nobody questions, Mr. Speaker, not
even the Minister of Finance, that
hydroponic MHA from Mount Pearl,
that vyou can grow cucumbers and
lettuce and tomatoes and all those
kinds of Lhings, but at what
cost? At what cosl to the
taxpayers out there does 1t take
to grow khese things, Lo btransport
these things, to market these
things, and Lo break even on these
things? That is the real idissue,
My, Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, let me show you, by
our calculations, what we have
arrived at. I should do this dn
terms of just one basic cucumber.
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If we take the daily cost of
salaries For  this projecl, you
will see that, as near as we -can
calculate, it costs  $8400 every
working day for salaries; For
electricity you will find $4400,
to keep it operating electrically:
if you add the interest to the $15
million at 10.5 per cent, 1t is
$4300 to carry that; the cost of
lights, $2,000; seeds, plants and
nukriants, $1750; miscellaneous
production and packaging expenses,

notwikthstanding those packaged
which arrived at dumps, $1300; and
administrative costs, $2,000. So

the total daily operating cost, as
near  as  we can calculate, is
$24,150.

Now, Mr . Speaker, to use the

Pramier's own fignres -~ they clalm
they can get a yearly yield of 7
willdion pounds - you add $19,000

to that, cover over and above
heating per cucumber per pound,
you will find is $1.27. Now, if
you take the heal cosl, From their
internal study that was macle

public by Ross Traverse, and
factor +that 4in at $3,380,000 per
year, Lthat is $9,750 per day . So
the heating cost per cucumber is
Fiflty-one cents a day. Add  the

basic cost per cucumber of $1.27 -
as near as we can calculate, based
on the government's own figures -
and add to it Fifty-one cents per
cucumber for heating costs, and
now your cucumber costs you $1.78.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that all gives
rise to this question: If it
cosbts $1.78, as near as We can
calculate, or even 1if you go by
the govarnment's own figures, that
the break-even point is $1.092 per
cucumber, how can we bireak even or

make a profit when this is
becoming a governnant Lreasury

sinkhole, when the domestic price
of  cucumbers in  Lhe Newfoundland
market is seventy-nine cents a
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pound, +the domestic price of a
cucumber wholesale in the Nova
Scotia market 1is forty-seven cents
a pound, and, the worst news yet,
the domestic price of that same
cucumber in the American market,
found 1in Boston on their shelves
at.  wholesale price, was thirty
cents Canadian?

Mr,  Speaker, how does the member
For Rellevue and all members -in
this House, and all taxpayers
evaeryuwhere, like subsidizing a
Newl oundland product, grown in
Newfoundland and transporbted to
the American market? They are
subsidizing American consumers .,
That 1s what that says. They are
subsidizing American consumers .

Now, Mr. Speaker, early in the
game we talked about and asked the
Premier, and the Premier made

public comments on radio .and
television saying: "We have the
studies. We have the market
studies. We have the feasibility
studies. We have everything to

prove that this 1is a sensible,
sound, economic dinvestment." And
when the time came {0 put the
cards on the table, he said, "4t
is under patent. We canmotl Lell
you, hoy. Fverything s under
patent. Fverything is patented. "

tmagine hiding behind such a s¢illy
rule. He did not even understand
the patent rales, Mr. Speaker, and
he made an  absolute wmockery and
laughingstock of himself by hiding
behind that principle. Fverybody
knows that anything pataenl. pending
can bhe opened For Full view
anyway, anyhody who has dealt in
patents.

What  did the hon. Minister of
Agriculture say, Mr. Speaker. He
said in The Evening Telegram of
Fehruary 3, 1988 - listen
carefully Lo what the current
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Minister of Agriculture said -
"The government did not have time
to get dinto a feasibility study
which would be all-encompassing,
which would take dinto account
avaery aspect of the business
itself, like how much production
and where it would he sold." So
the Premier says: "We have the
studies.  We are not going Lo show
them yet, they are under patent.h "

The Mimister of Agriculture says:
"We did not do the studies. We
cannol.  show you what we do not
have . "

AN HON. MEMBER:
We did not have Lime to do them.

MR. FUREY:

We did not have time to do them,
so they were not done. We did notk
do a feasibility study which would
be all-encompassing, taking into
account every aspect of the
business itself, Tike how much we
can produce, and where we can sell
it His words, Mr., Speaker, no
other member 1in this House. There
s a direct contradicltion between

the current Minister of
Agriculkbure's words and Lhe

Premier's words. Somebody 1s not

coming clean,

Mr. Speaker, 1L dis clear that no
proper feasibility study was ever
done on this project. Expenditure
of government Funds cannot
possibly he approvad by this
legislature in all good conscience
without haying some basis For
judging whether or not Lhe
proposal has a reasonable chance
to be financially successfully.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. FUREY:
Tn conclusion, Mr. Speaker, if you
can quiet the talking cucumber
From Bellevue who 1dis on his way
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out after *the next election, lel
me say this:

AN HOMN. MEMBER:
He will be back long hbefore you
will.

MR. DINN:

— the onus 1is on every member in
this House Lo ansure that public
money is heing spent properly.
The only way to do that, Mr.
Speaker, is to have a select
committee of this House study this
entire project from beginning to
end to see what kind of madness
this government has us 1involved
in. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. BARRETT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Development and Tourism.

MR. BARRETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, there are nolt vaery
many times that you would like for
telavision cameras or Lhe radio or
the media to be present 1in the
House ofF Assembly, but T GEhink

this 4is one of those days when it

would he worthy of the
intelligence of the people of our
Province to just hear Lhe

rambhlings and the ravings and the
supposed learned knowledge and
logic of the members in the
Opposition on this particular
subject.

This subject 1{is a rather special

one for Newfoundland. It dis a
very important subject, Mr .
Speaker, one, I think, the
principle of which hangs the

entire halance -

MR. TULK:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPFRAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

(+ is a point of procedure, I
would say to Your Honour. I
understand the hon. gentleman, a&s
part of the procedure of this
debate, wanks  to  bhring in the
television cameras. Let me say to
him, as far as we are concerned
bring them in. We would love that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.

The hon . the Minister of
Development and Tourism.

MR. RARRETT:
Mr. Speaker, the whole principle
af i idea ol scilence and
technology,

research and
development iniliatives nobt being
able to be carried out din this
Prouvince s the el of
intelligence that one would not
axpecl. to come from people wi th
any degree of common sense or
concern about the future of the
country. The whole history of our
Province has been because of &
lack - a lack - of attention to

thalb very important dissue.

I would =~ like to commend the
comment of my colleaque, that
technology is - noet geographic
specific. One of the problems we
have had dis relying totally, 100
per cent, on the technological
advancement of others, and then,
aftror khe fact, trying Lo employ
that technology at added cosl,
added inconvenience, into our
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existing resource based
infrastructure. There is

absolutely no rationale for Lhat
kind of thinking.

Newfoundland has within  dits
jurisdiction an extremely
knowledgeable academic community,
an extremely knowlaedgeablea
business, engineering, and
sclantific  community. They  now
have the tools with which to
work., In addition to Lhe hrain
power, there has been around us
now the development of a number of
centers of excellence which will

allow ann awif il lot of e
technology to be worked upon, Lo
be devaeloped Lo wmake meaningful
gains for industry in this

Province, noi bthe least of which
is the Sprung project, one of the
most  advancad technologies +in the
world today, to grow vegetables in
an environment which does no i
allow and does not promote and
does not need any kind of
disinfectants, any kind of sprays,
absolutely toxic free, a totally
controlled environment which
produces Ehe most perfect, the
absolutely most perfect vegetable
or product that can be consumed by
the human bheing; totally
controlled, ar entirely el
technology, and for somebody to
say or to believe, polilically or
otherwise, that this should not or
could not happen in our Province,
I think ds totally fdrresponsible.
For A new product  development: to
have Lo go through the microscopic
analysis  that is  being sugygesled
by certain members opposite i1s
totally unraealistic arel
unacceptable.

How can a person, or a group of
peoplea, or a business, or o an
inventor subject himself to that
kind of public scrutiny? To make
all of this dnformation available
Lo whoever wants ko use it,
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ignoring the fact that there is¢
certain things of confidentiality
in any  project, and to wanbk- ko
@xpose all af that throught
juddicial anguiries, special
enquiries, ds just the smoke and
mirror politics which are belng
played on a very, very important
subject,

The principle of  what we are
debating here 1is not Sprung. The
principle of whal we are debating
here is the value of new
technology to bthis Prouvince. Theat
is  what we are debating, My .
Spaeakaer. And that is the problen
with the debate Uthat 1s going on
here, & total dgnorance of the
Fact that the development: of
technology din this Province must

he allowed to proceed,
unancumbered by the

small-mindedness of some of those
people opposite.

I hope ik Ls not sharead by
evervhody, and I hope you will
find Ehat.  when some of these
speakers get up they will
recognize that this is something
Lhat we cannot allow to he done
elsewhere, You do nobt have to he
within fifty miles of Toronto to
be Adnvolved in  high technology.
Some of the most advanced
technology +in khis country today
exists here din this Province, but
For s0INe radason, obhviously
political, certainly without
rationalae, “ Focus has bhaan
directed on one specific projectl.
And who iy going to he the loser
in this? It 1is going to be the
gntiire scientific commnuni by of
this Province, the entire academic
system -in  Lhis Province bthat s
located in our Memorial
Universily, here and in  Corner
Brook, at our comnunity colleges,
at our technical colleges, at our
Fisheries Institute, who have to
assume that this k tnd af
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enyironmaent:, Lhis polilical
enviromnment, wmight one day be dn
power in this Province. That s

whal we have to contend with.
That is bLhe message, Mr, Speaker,
which has to get out far and wide
in this Province. That. 1s exactly
what has got to happen. To allow
anyhody with that k-ind of
mentality Lo aspire t.o the
leadership of this Province, and I
am not speaking of the individual,
I am kalking about the Party here,
to allow that to happen will put
this Province back another 400
years. That is what it will do.

We have developed, as a result of
governmnent support, call it
subsidy, call it grant, call it
whatever you want, direct cash
support to all kinds of new high

technology initiatives in his
Province. Some of them have been
successtnl, it yolul have to
realize that science and
technology 18 a learning
experience, It does not always
produce 100 per ceni viability as

a result of the spec¢ific project
in which you are invaesbting, but il
does have the ability to grow and
to develop other ftechnologies as
as result of the dinitiative that
youl ayva allowed to progress.,
That s what happens, Mr. Speaker.

We have sean gmearge in this
community of ours, in this

Province, a  capability that s

second to none in satellite
Lmagery analysis, hare in

Newfoundland. Why? Because the
government has seen fik ko pour
several millions of dollars into
that technology and Fhat
capability which is in demand
today all over the world.

Sell.ing one syetem, or four
systems will not in dtself in one
calendar year, in one fiscal

period, repay the cost of that
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dinitiative, Bl the scientists
who have been attracted to this

project, scientishs who Sare
Newfoundlanders out of our
universilty systems and out of our
technical schools, who have come
bac! to  Newifoundland because of
the opportunities these kinds of
things present Lo them, Uthat has
allowed them not just to deal with
this subject bult to also explore
other fields; over the horizon
radar sysbaems, systams Lhat can
track things beyond the horizon,
fFollowing the curvature of the
earth. Never bhefore done anywhere
in  the world! This Province has
people working today on this very
leading edge of technology, and
people from all over the world are
coming here ko try Lo hecowe a
part of 1it. It 1s an exciting
Lhing . T s the fulure of this
Province.

The millions of dollars this

govermaoni has pui into tlhat
project I will make no excuses
ror, e carse T ko Fhere are

literally hundreds of
Newfoundlandars who are working on
that and, because they were given
the opporiunily o work on that,
are doing other things din Lhis
Province of a scientific nalure.

Woe be to the government that in
the Fubture aver Lurns iks back on
new technology, ever criticizes
and ricdicules - now just he
critical, mnot Jjust be positively
critical about a subject, bubt to
ridicule it and the people who try
o  make @k work. That is the
tragedy of it all, Mr. Speaker.
We see this emerging From a group
of people who want to aspire to be
the government of this Province.
Can we ever see 1t? Not 1F the
people of Newfoundland could hear
the kind of logic that ds belng
emnployead in this debate.
Absolutely, totally, almost
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imbecilical! To subject these
kinds of projects Lo a microscopic
business analysis, which 1is trying
to be portrayed to be the way that
you would do it +4in any scientific

adventure, is totally
irresponsibhle. It dis never done

anywhere in the world, and all of
a sudden a few Liberals on the
other side of the House, in St.
John's, Newfoundland, say, "We
have to do it here, quys, because
we do not like that project.'
Talk Lo your confreres +in Otitawa
who have led the way in the
acknowledgemant of scientific
achievements 1in this Province and
in bhis  country, aware that  ULhey
have +to be there, Rut For some
reason there is a mind-set, thare
are hlinkers, there are blinders,
there are a lobt of things thai are
not evidenl in this Opposition in
this House here today.

Mr. Speaker, we have developaed,
with government help, systems
which are nowhere near Lo reaching
a viable state, but yet are highly
technical, in demand, being sold
throughout the world. We opened a
fFacility a few  months ago,
manufacturing hydroballs, and I
salid to the people atk the opening,
'"You know, you are lucky you
developed & product which 1s round
and yellow. If you had developed
a product which was elongated and
green, you would have the whole
force of the tiberal Opposition
against this project.’

MR. PATTERSON:
That is wherae the yellow woent!

MR. RARRETT:

Tt s a matler of colour and shape
Lhat has  these people ‘intrigued;
it has nothing to do with the
scienlific capabilily that has
developed the product and 1s going
to lead it to other places.
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MR. PATTERSON:
They do nolk like the length of the
cucumber,

MR. BARRETT:
They do not 1like that.

And we did an analysis ofF that
project, and yesterday they ‘sold
Fhe first orders in  the Unilked
States of America. The most
highly tachnically advanced
community in this world today, and
Lhey sold the first of bthese into
the American market place.

Now, “Mr. Speaker, if I had to make
an analysis GLhat  Lhat company had
to achieve sales 1in dits first
twelun morths ol operation Lo
justify not only what the private
sechor wmade in the dinvestment buk
what government also invested,
Lhey would never have done bthat.
They would never have built the
First prototype, Tlet alone gone
into commerical production 1in @
facilily here in Newfoundland,
developing and producing now from
a Lkechnology that germanated here
in the scientific community in
this Province,

Mr. Speaker, whak do our young
people have to look forward to
wikh that kind of mentality in the
Prouince? What are we telling our
igh school students now who are
trying to think about pursuing
careers 1in research, Hin biology,
in  any of the general sclience
programs - in anygineering, in
medicine? How can you put &
Jol lar bhill on Lhe scientific
investment we are doing with the

University's Maedical School? Do
we ask them, Mr. Speaker, to show

S A balancea sheel, Lhatl he
amount of money we are giving that
Univaersity For Uthat rescarch has
to return a yield at fthe end of

the year (! substantiate that
investment? Absolute rubbish!
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Absolutely rubbish!

[ cannot say often enough, Mr.
Speaker, that T only hope the
words which have been mouthed by
some of the Opposition are not the
policy of kthe parlky. Woe be tied
us, if they are. Absolutely!

Mr . Speaker, L would like to
adjourn the debate.

MR, SPEAKER: _

The debate has been adjourned by
the hon. the Minister of
Development and Tourism.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, we have agreed to
adjourn the House at five o'clock
today.

The Minister of Health had to
leave, He- asked me +if T would
make a motion that the House
adjourn until tomorrow at  two
o'clock.

MR. STMMONS:
The House is now adjourned.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The House 1is now adjourned. it
will reopen at 2:00 p.m. tomorrou.
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ANSWERS TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS 1988-04-18 - MR. FENWICK

An Employment Eguity Coordinator has been assigned to
promote the hiring of handicapped persons in the
Department. Mr. Robert Chafe, Director of Administration,
will be working closely with the Employment Equity Officer
soon to be appointed in the Public Service Commission, to

obtain .assistance in developing the Department's plan.

No specific funds have been allocated in the Department
per se, but the Public Service Commission has been
provided with funding in the Current Estimates to initiate
a programme to place handicapped persons throughout the
Public service.

The Department does not have any other programmes
specifically designed to help the handicapped but over the
years has employed persons, who may be described as
handicapped, through the normal hiring process.



Answers

to Questions from the House:

78. (a)

97,

~(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(a)

(b)

Two (2) persons excluding the Minister.
These two (2) persons were transferred by an Order-In-Council.

Executive Assistant to the Minister:
Salary Scale - $33,777 - $41,056

Secretary to the Minister:

Salary Scale - $22,422 - $31,390
There is no formal job description available for Executive
Assistants. Copy of job description for Secretary to
Minister attached.

No

The vehicle, a 1985 Chevrolet Impala, was purchased by the

* Department.

Invitations to tender were sent to eleven firms:

1. Beothuk Ford

2. City Motors

3. Decker Motors

4. Elm Mercury

5. Ted French Itd.

6. Hickman Motors Ltd.

7. Regatta Ford

8. Riverview Chev/0lds Ltd.

9. Terra Nova Motors Litd.
10. Tom Woodford Iitd.
11. Random Ford/Mercury

Three tenders were received by Government Purchasing Agency:

1. City Motors - No Money bid
2. Terra Nova Motors bid - $14,100.00
3. Hickman Motors bid - $12,930.25

Purchase Order #10885-0 was issued to Hickman Motors on April 25,
1985, for the amount of their bid plus tax.



PROVINCE OF NEWFQUNDLAND & LABRADOR

Position Description

POSITION: Private Secretary to Minister
INéUMBENT: Vida R. Miller

DEPARTMENT: Forest Resources and Lands '
DIVISION: Minister's Office

LOCATION: 6th Floor, Atlantic Place, St. John's
DATE: ~ September 27th, 1985

GENERAL ACCOUNTABILITY

This position is responsible for the administering and perform-
ing of all secretarial duties of the Minister's Office of a
departmental nature, in an effective and efficient manner, in
order to provide a smooth continuity of work flow.

STRUCTURE

This position is one of 4 support staff, 3 of whom report X
directly to the Minister.

Other support staff are:

Executive Assistant

Personal Secretary to Minister (personal and constituency
duties)

Clerk-Typist (reporting directly to Personal Secretary)

There are no subordinates reporting to this particular position.

NATURE AND SCOPE

The incumbent performs secretarial duties (from simple to complex) ;
facilitates private, confidential and general duties and details,
through liaison, coordination and communication with departmental
staff, other government departments, private industry and the
general public, on behalf of or on direction from the Minister.



Acts independently in approaching staff officials, when
necessary, for example, when a member of the general public
calls to express concerns regarding Crown land application,
or concerns regarding some department project, these concerns
are noted, directed to appropriate staff person for investi-
gation and report for Minister.

Drafts letters for Minister's signature.

Attends all incoming mail to Minister's Office, logs and
directs mail to Minister or appropriate staff officials.
When Minister is absent for a considerable length of time,
correspondence of a controversial or special nature is
acknowledged and held for his return, routine correspondence
is routed for draft replies by appropriate staff.

All intra-departmental correspondence for Minister's infor-
mation or attention is routed through this office. Correspond-
ence requiring Minister's signature is proofread, and when
necessary returned to sender for necessary changes.

As a Commissioner for Oaths, the incumbent witnesses Minister's
signature to permits, Deeds, Leases, Grants, etc.,which are
processed in fairly large numbers, due to the nature of the
Department.

Responsible for all aspects of travel arrangements; setting

up meetings; compiling agendas, itineraries, etc., sometimes

in coordination with department staff, other government depart-
ments and Cabinet Cormittees. .

Responsible for all confidential papers, e.g., Cabinet Papers,
Resource Policy Papers, Social Policy Papers, Treasury Board
Papers; filling Agendas for Cabinet Meetings, Resource Policy
Meetings, Rural Development Authority Meetings.

Directs staff, on occasion, on Minister's orders.

The incumbent has signing authority to order and purchase supplies
for Minister's Office, including price selection, selection source,
feasibility, and arranging for installation. As well, keeps a
petty cash float. :

A good percentage of time is spent 'in receiving and making phone
calls, e.g., making travel arrangements, listening to caller
problems, passing along information.

Maintains a filing system.



Attends Ministers' Meetings when necessary.

Makes recommendations to Minister on a variety of matters
which impact on the Minister's Office. One simple example,
recommended extra secretarial help for senior staff office
during vacation period when secretary was extremely busy.

DIMENSIONS .
Specific day to day duties are difficult to measure in terms
of figures or amounts. The dimensions of this position are

the sum total of responsibilities, accountabilities and efforts
expended to achieve statement of General Accountability.

SPECIFIC ACCOUNTABILITIES

Ensures that the functions of the Minister's Office are
performed efficiently and smcothly on a daily basis.

Performs duties often under pressure of time restraints.

Ensures matters are resolved with the maximum efficiency in
the least possible time.

The Minister deals with many matters of a confidential
nature on a freguent basis. The Minister has authorized the
incumbent to deal with these confidential matters.

APPROVED BY: .

INCUMBENT: Q:;L.J.cL ,ﬂ,c/é@ pate: 95— /60— 04
MINISTER: Zéu W DATE: %// 0 / g (@

DEPUTY MINISTER: //f//-, T DATE: 3.y /
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SECRETARY TO MINISTER

DEFINITION OF WORK

This is secretarial work of an administrative nature involving |
responsibility for facilitating general ministerial duties and details
for a minister.

Employees of this class serve as secretaries to ministers, performing
responsible and complex secretarial work in carrying out important
delegated detail duties involving general ministerial responsibilities.
Duties require the confidential processing of correspondence and other
work details, and sensitivity to the nature of the minister's position.
Incumbents must use independent judgement in resolving varied problems
which do not involve major deviation from established policy or procedure.
Responsibility for the conduct of varied public contacts is a major
component of the job. The evaluation of work results is made through
discussions with the superior.

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES OF WORK

As secretary to a minister, takes and transcribes dictation and prepares
correspondence, memoranda, and similar papers.

Prepares correspondence for superior's signature.

Conducts correspondence and answers inquiries from constituents and
other members of the public, adjusting complaints or supplying information
explaining government policies and departmental procedures; receives,
jnterviews, and directs office visitors; interprets regulations according to
defined standards, and applies rules to a variety of work situations.

Acts as a secretarial intermediary for the superior, maintaining frequent
contacts for the minister with public and private officials, professional -
persons, and members of the public.

Makes appointments and arranges minister's schedule; determines suitable
times for meetings; completes travel arrangements.

Performs related work as required.

DESIRABLE EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING

Extensive secretarial experience of a progressively responsible nature;
graduation from high school including or supplemented by courses in business
practices including stenography and typewriting; or any equivalent combination
of experience and training.

04-83 (Revised)
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Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
PRIVATE VEHICLE USAGE REPORT

/ . (to be attached to travelling claim)
# ;

GARFIELD WARREN:

RURAL, AGRICULTURAL & NOR. DEY
Claimant *

Department

r« MINISTER'S OFFICE
Division

Reason for Travel

Representing Minister at Prinity/Placentia Development Assoc.

Meeting
Date Distance
1987 F Travelled
Details of Travel
Dec. 18[87 Milagé from St. John's to Arnold's Cove 352 Klms.
' Total Distance Travelled 352 Kims
Use additional sheets if necessary and carry forward totals — Space below this line to be completed on final sheet only
Total distance travelled (a) —352 ________ kilometres X 21.5 - ¢/km = s_75.68
(6) ————————— miles X ¢/ mile =

| S

Traisfer the amount claimed in cither (a) or (b) above to the Private Vehicle column on your
TRAVEL EXPENSE CLAIM VOUCHER

wﬁb 2l %fem.,._ AW%ZZM . .

Claimant

Head of Branch ot Division

Dec. 21/87 19 ris
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