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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEFAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

MR. DAWE:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs.

MR. DAWI:

Mr . Speaker, if you and the
Legislature will bear with me, 1
indicated last week that, upon
some study into comments made by
the member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk), I
would be bringing forward a point
of privilege.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to point
out, and all hon. members are
aware, that this is the first time
in the nine years I have been in
the 1legislature that I have had
occasion to do this. We have
found over the past number of
weeks that more and more members
of this House are obliged to take
exception and to voice what they

consider to be legitimate
infringes upon their rights as
members of this Legislature. Mr .

speaker, there is a specific, and
the specific relates to comments
made by the member for [ogo. X
quote for Your Honour and for the
House from Hansard, June 2, Page
2606 . In the context of referring
to an item dealing with a conflict
of interest which was alleged
against my colleague, tLhe member
for St. John's South (Dr.
Collins), which, as the
Legislature is aware, had no
foundation, +the member for Fogo
said, and I quote from Hansard,
"We have had a minister in this
House lie to us." Now, Mr .
Speaker, the next statement, I am
not sure whether it refers to the
minister he referred to 1in that
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statement or whether it refers to
the wminister he refers +to in the
next statement, but he said: -"It
has pen  established beyond any
shadow of doubt we have had &
minister in thls House, the Former
Minister of Transportation, use

public funds tmproperly." Now,
Mr Speaker, that is a very
serious allegation. It s, I

contend, a serious breach of the
privileges of me as a minister and
as a member of this Legislature.

That is the specific I want to
refer to, and this is the general
topic which 1 believe reflects on
this Legislature and members on
both sides of this Legislature,
In an obuious attempt +that has
been made over Lthe past number of
months, contrary to the dnitial
comments by the Leader of the
Opposition that he would not
engage in name calling and
pettiness in the Legislature, that
he would take the high road, Mr.
Speaker, that has been anything
but accurate in what has
transpired over the past number of
months . Instead of taking his
stated direction, the Leader of
the Opposition and the Opposition
in general have taken a personal
altack on individuals on Ltihlis side
of the House, Mr. Speaker, which I
believue is an inTringement and
certainly a breach of the
privileges of all members of this
Legislature.

I would commit to Your Honour's
study, as 1 am sure he will,
Beauchesne, Fourth Edition, Page
98, Section 108 (3), Section 112
(1) and 113, and Erskine May,
Eighteenth Edition, Page 148.

I might also point out, Mr .
Speaker, that in all points of
privilege where this Legislature
has come 1into some doubt, either
as it relates to an individual
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member, or as it relates Lo the
Legislature as a whole, this House
and Lhe members in this
Legislature have the opportunity

to sel the record straight.
Precedent, Mr . Speaker, begins
with one situation. In this
instance, I am suggesting that I
do not bhelieve this is a
precedent. I think there is

enough identified precedent in the
references that we use in this
lLegislature, but certainly there
is an opportunity for us to return
this particular Legislature, in
the eyes of the public, to the
level to which it belongs.
Comments made by members opposite
and made by the IlLeader of the
Opposition certainly reflect on
all of us as members of tLhis
Legislature, and I do not have to
quote the kinds of references ihe
Leader of the Opposition himself
has pubt  forwaird over Lhe past
number of weeks.

To the specific, Mr. Speaker, what
I believe is a breach of iy
privileges as a member, this
allegation by the wmember for Fogo

that the former Minister of
Transportat-ion spent funds
improperly, and I quote, "Is 1in
complete contradiction, Mr .

Speaker, to the facts."

MR. DOYLE:
That 1is right.
at that.

And proven facts,

MR. DAWE:

At the beginning of last Fall the
member for Menihek wmade a number
of initiatives that ne has
publicly acknowledged were wrong.
They have done him a lot of
damage, and J think members of the

Opposition, and 1 look
specifically at the member for St,
Barbe (Mr. Furey), who, in a hotel

lobby in Corner Brook, patted me
on the shoulder and told me what a
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blankety--blank sleaze the member
for Menihek (Mr. Fenwick) was to
biring tihis issue up, because they
had had a look at it and there was
nothing to il, and they certainly
would not be pursuing it.

Well, Mr. Speaker, a very short
few hours 1later that very member
was in front of the media cameras
doing what he did bhest in his
former capacity as a drama
teacher, doing the very thing he
used derogatory terms against the
member for Menihek for doing just
a few days before,

So I can only draw the conclusion,
Mi~ . Speakar, that it was a
deliberate and caucus approved
action Lo change what was stated
to me by the member for St. Barbe

and to gel involued in a malter of
discrediting an individual in this
lLegislatuirae, nametly, me , as
Minister of Transportation at that
particular point in Lime, and

that, Mr. Speaker, has continued
since that point in {ine.

Need I poinlkt oul, Mr. Speaker,
that a servant of this
lLegislature, the Auditor General,
when asked by the Public Accounts
Committee, a Committee, of course,
which was not in existence prior

ko 1971, I qguess, or 1972 - thare
was no accountability - but
certainly the Public Accounts

Committee, as dis its right, based
on some concern, asked the Auditor
General in his capacity to have a
look at the expenditures which
were involved. Certain members of
Lhe media, moskt of the media, who
had an opportunity to look at the
particular situalion, called e
immediately, and right throughout
the pirocess refused Lo comment on
or publish this kind of political
name calling Lhat wembers opposite
were 1involved din. Only two media
took on the cudgel, if you will,
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of the Opposition to try and draw
some kind of a conclusion that
certainly was not there.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Name him! Name him!

MR. DOYLE:
It cerltainly was not there.

Mr., Speaker, &the Auditor General
in Lhis background document
indicates that the development and
maintenance and paving of the
roads in the Topsail Pond and
Topsail Round Pond area over the
past several years have been a
continuation of this long-term
development plan, and he refers to
a five year development plan that
was esltablished back +in 1974 which
had a rotating five year program
to it.

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General
is the man who determines whether
members of this Legislature,
whether ministers of the Crown,
whether the administration, in his
opinion, spends money improperly -
again, Mr. Speaker, a very serious
allegation, spends money
improperly. That is determined by
the Auditor General.

Mr., Speaker, I would like to quote
again From the Auditor General's
Report on that particular issue.

It sSays, 'The developmaent: and
paving of the Round Pond Road and
roads 1in the Lmmediate area was
consistent with the policies and
practices of the NDepartment of
Transportation relating to the
maintenance and upgrading of roads
under the general block fundings
allocated to specific Provincial
districts.'

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. DAWE:

He went on to say, 'Funds were
provided at the request of -the
member of the House of Assembly
for the District of Conception Bay
South,' I might point out, Mr.
Speaker, that otk of this
allocation, which is obvious, and
the Auditor General saw 1t was
obvious, and those from the media
and others saw it was obuvious, 1t
was a continuation of a program
f-hat., was started many, many years
ago.

The member for Conception Ray
South, since 1979, through capital
funding from the Department of
Transportation, has received in
the order of $31 million, Mr.
Speaker, of thalt money. Last year
there was a small portion of that
money spent in a program of
developing an infrastructure that
would allow residential
development in a re-zoned
development area, an area that was
in the process of being re-zoned.

and, M™Mr. Speaker, would you not
know thak Lthe member who was the
Minister of Transportation 1s &
member of whom Senator Rowe, the
liberal Senator Rowe, says 1in a
number of his bhooks, '"the Dawe
name 1is the oldest recorded name
in Newfoundland." It is reported
that John Guy on his way to settle
Cupids, replenishad nis water
supply at Dawe's well, in 1610.

Wae have been in Conceplion Bay for
a 1long time, Mr. Speaker, and
would you nolt know that somewhere
in Conception Bay, in proximity to

somae road the Provincial
government was involued in, some
kilometlre away From this

particular paving, there might be
a person by the name of Dawe.
and, Mr. Speaker, stretching that
to its wultimate, members of the
Opposition decided that somehow
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this was the reason the roads were
done.

M, Speaker, as I indicated,
people din this Province and most
of the people in the media and
others who looked at the
situation, juslk laughed at ik,
But it caused some concern, and
that is an issue for another day.

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General
says, "In connection with my
examination and based on the
standard attributes and the
verification of expenditure, I
have found that adequate
procedures were followed 1in the
calling and awarding of tenders
relating to these projects and
that adequate procedures were
followed in authorizakion payment
and recording of invoices related
Lo these projects.'

Mr. Speaker, I commend Lo you the
Auditor General's Report and point
out that it is in direct
contradiction +to the statements
made by Lthe member for Fogo whan
he said that the former Minister
of  Transportation, and he could
not have been referring to anyone
else. As I understand At, the
member for Fogo is a former
English teacher and he knows that
if he referred to 'a' Minister of
Transportation it could have been
any former Minister of
Transportation, hut when you refer
to "the' former Minister of
Transportation, 1t can only mean
the predecessor to the existing
Minister of Transportation.

Mr . Speaker, thai: is the
specific. The general 1s what I
alluded to at the beginning. I
think this is perhaps a more
serious breach of privilege of the
members of this Legislature, all
hon. members of this legislature,
who have been duly elected and put
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here by the people of this
Province and the constiltuents Lthey
represent. I can only - say, based
on comments made Lo me by Lkhe
member for St. Barbe, and then
thalt direclion changed again a few
days later, that it is a
concentrated attempt by the Leader
of the Opposition, and I think the
events of the past number of weeks
have indicated that it is
continuing, to discredit not only
individual members but to
discredit this Legislature and the
people of this Province this
Legislature represents.

Mr . Speaker, that is a very
serious breach of my privileges
and the privileges ofF each hon.
member 1in this Legislature. I
commilt t+hat to Your Honour for
what I am sure will certainly be
an adjudication that will reflect
what we have been seeing in
casting doubt on Your llonour in
public statements, in casting
doubt on the wmoember {for St. John's
South, and in casting doubt on
olher memhers of this lLegislature,
both dinside the Legislature and
publicly as well. With Your
Honour's idindulgence, 1in order to
substantiate and perhaps provide
Your Honour with some insight into
what the Opposition is trying to
do in respect to the Legislature
and to the members herein, I would
respectfully submit that Your
Honour provide an opportunity for
one other member on this side of
the House to comment  on this
particular point of privilege, and
I think it will become clear to
Your Honour, it will become clear
to the people in the gallery, it
is certainly clear to wembers on
this side of the Legislature, and
hopefully it will, and I am sure
it Wwill over time, become clear to
the people of this Province the
kind of backhanded attempt members
opposite are +trying to make in
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order to discredit this
Legislature +in its totality, and
certainly individual wmembers who
have been duly elected by the
people from their constituencies.

I would ask Your Honour, as I am
sure Your Honour will, to pay
attention to what I have outlined
and respectfully request that Your
Honour permit an additional
comment From this side of the
flouse on what T believe, and I am
sure all hon. members will agree,
i¢ certainly a gross breach of the
privileges of this Jleglislature in
what members of the Liberal
Opposilion are lLrying to do to
this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
THe hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I am glad the hon.
gentleman finally has his research
done and under notice of privilege
has now agreed to bring 1in this
so-called point of privilege, as
he chooses to call ik, Mr .
Speaker, he attributes words to
me, and he says I am an Fnglish
teacher and, therefore, I should
know that T was talking aboul tUlhe
former Minister of
Transportation. IrF he wants me Lo
be a bhit more specific, I will say
to him +hat T was talking aboul
the member for St. George's when I
made Lhat statement.

SOME |ION. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, the words are, "An
improper use of public funds . "

L2804 June 9, 1988 Vol XL

Those were the words and they were
said, I say to the hon. gentleman,
very carefully. It dis amazing
that the. hon. gentleman could
refer  that statement to Round

Pound Road. How did he know what
I was talking about? How did the
hon. gentleman know what I was

talking about if he did not have
some feeling himself that this may
have been an improper use  of
public Tunds? Mr. Speaker, I ask
how the hon. gentleman knew what T
Was talking about. I do not
believe he will Find Round Pond
Road anywheras in my statement.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I say to the hon.
gentleman, yes, there Wa s an
improper use of public funds in
building that road. Does tihat

accuse the hon. gentleman of
stealing from the public purse?
No, not quite. Not quite at all.
Does that say he used the funds he
was entrusted to use by the people
of this Province, as Minister of
Transportation, properly? Again
the answer is no, 1t does not.
The hon. gentleman did not use
tham properly.

Nouws, he refers o the Auditor
General's Report. I will tell him
whal the Auditor General's Repoirt
says, if he 1s listening, so that
ha can gel it straight, The
Auditor General's Report says the
contracts were awarded according

to the correct procedure =
procedure! e did not say that
the funds were used 1in a proper
nanner . The Auditor General did

not say that the former Minister
of Transportation, as he now is,
was using public funds properly.
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He did not say that at all. The
truth of the matter is, the hon.
gentleman was using the funds
inmproperly.

All we are Llalking aboul: here s
covered under Section 19 of
Beauchesne, and this is a dispute
between two hon. gentlemen about
the facts in this case.

lLet me use some of his own
letters: One dated to one Mr.
Chuck Furey, M.H.A., St. Barbe
district, '"Concerning the

upgarding of a branch road to four
residential premises in Castor
River North, the request has bheen
listed for future consideration,
however, due to the rather lengthy
requests of a similar nature, I
cannot make any commitment at this
time when this road will be
constructed at an estimated cost
of $3,400."

Yet it was fine, it was the proper
use of public funds is Lhat what
we are being told? - +to construct
a road that ended, as {the wmembar
For Fortune - Hermitage (Mr .
Simmons) and myself saw lasl Fall,
with a tree in front of it, on a
square  bank, leading Lo his own
relatives cabins. Was that proper?

AN HON. MEMBFER:
That is not true.

MR. TULK:

Again to the member for Eagle
River (Mr. Hiscock): 'The cost to
construct this road' - a road in
Paradise River - ‘'is significant

when considering the wvery small
population of Paradise River.' T
tell him there are forty homes in
Paradise River. Was Round Pond
Road appropriate? The use of
funds on Round Pond Road, was that
appropriate in this particular
case?
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Let me give him some more of his
own woirds, addressead ko "Mr.,
Seymour Green, North Boeat Harbour
Davelopment Commitkea, via Cooks
Harbour. I would 1like to point
out. thalt your desires for a paved
road 1is no different than the

desires of residents of many
communities throughout the
Province, and given Lhe many

demands placed on my department
for road upgrading and paving
projects not all wishes of the
communities can he fulfilled.
When government dis deciding dits
road pProgram, priority must be
given to those areas where the
need For road -Amprovements is the
greatest,'

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

Round Pond Road - great need for
impirovement in  roads? Yes, the
hon. gentleman Was about to

consltruct. a cabin, Mr. Speaker.

lel: me give him another one to
"M, Wilson Callan, M.H.A.,
Bellevua districl, dated
1984/12/11.

MR. PATTERSON:
lle is a good man. We would not
take you.

MR. TULK:
You have never had the chance, my
friend, and you never will.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Go on! Go on!

MR. TULK:

'The department is not prepared to
assume’ -  this was Anderson's
Cove Road - 'jurisdiction and
provide maintenance to this newly
requested section of Anderson's
Couve Road unt il it has been
ungraded to a standard whereby the
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normal maintenance services can be
provided without inconvenience or

damage to our equipment.' I do
not know how the equipment could
get over Round Pond Road. I

almost had to carry a small car.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:
Now, My,
more?

Speaker, does he need

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please! Order, please!

nll these letters are very
similar, so there is no need to
read more.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, Jlelt me give you one
that is a little different. This
is to the member for the Strait of
Belle Isle, Mr. Chris Decker 'To
undertake the paving of
Straitsview without undertaking
the paving in other areas would be
quite unfair.' Improper is
another word for unfair.

I say to the hon. gentleman, and I
say to anybody who cares to hear
it, that he used the public funds
of this Province dimproperly for
the Round Pond Road.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

IF he wants ko ralse Lhe matter in
this lHouse to dispute that fact
which I make under a f{alse guise
of privilege, then, I say to him,
be prepared to do it ab any Lime
and I will be prepared to respond
at any time.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me address
the general overall point the
gentleman talked about, in which
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he accuses this side of ¢trying to
smear members of this House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. PEACH:
Your Leader is a master at it, boy.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you what
Js really happening in this
Legislature. The hon. gentleman,
along with the rest of his

colleagues on the other side, know
Full well 1Lhat +there has been a
change of attitude on the part of
Lhe Opposiltion in regard to their
conduct 1in this House. The hon.
gentlemen knew they had painted
themselves into a corner, and now
they are bkrying Lo take away the
sting of the kind of misbehavior
we have seen in this House, from
that side, by saying that the
Opposition is on a personal attack.

Mr. Speaker, I happen to like the
hon. gentleman somewhat as a
person. As a person I happen to
1ike him, but as a Minister of
Transportation in this House - and
I am obligated to question his
actions - [ say the hon. gentleman
was not only a disaster, but that,
in facl, he did use funds which
were entrusted ko him by the
people of this Province iinproperly
when he built that piece of road
thatl Jod Lo nowherae excepl ko
cabins belonging either to himself

or Lo his Tamily. Those are the
facts of the case, Mr. Speaker.
The hon. gentleman has never
disputed those facts. He cannot

dispute Lhose facts, Dbecause it
was as plain as the pavement on
the road nol: the nose on your
face, the pavement on the road -
where it was going.
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Mr. Speaker, 1F the hon. gentleman
wanted to dispute the facts, then,
T say to him, he could have done
it last Fall -

MR. DAWE:
I did.

MR. STMMONS:
When he was ducking into elevators.

MR. TULK:

- when he was ducking into
elevators +tLrying fo gel clear of
the cameras,

Mr. Speaker, he also referred to
the Auditor General saying 'this
was done consistent with the
policies of the Department of
Transportation.' The Auditor
General must have been a prophet,
hecause he was exactly right.
Through block funding, this
minister became very well known as
the Minister of Pork Barrelling,
but, din this particular case, he
went overboard a little too Far.

PDR. COLI.TNS:
Would the hon., member permit a
queslion?

MR. TULK:
No, Mr. Speaker. I am on a point
of privilege. 1f Lhe hon.

gentleman wants to get up and
speak aflerwards, he can.

M. Speaker, what we sze here,
what we have seen by the
Government House Leadaer, the
Minister of Health, and now the
Minister of Transportation - I am
wondering why Your Honour is
letting it go on - 1in the last

three attempts by those three hon.
gentlemen, 1s an attempt to muzzle
this Legislature, under the guise
of privilege.

MR. PATTERSON:
(Inaudible) after the next

L2807 June 9, 1988 Yol XL

election.

MR. TULK:

My friend, I hope vyou call the
next election now . Yaur
retirement would be over, and we
would he in goveirnnent.

Mr. Speaker, we have now spent the
hest parlt of {hirty minutes on
this point of privilege which dis

not a point of privilege. This 1is
the third time in as many days we
have had this done. It is a
consistent attempt by the
government to muzzle the
Opposition. I say to the hon.

gentlemen, through the Speaker,
that this side of the House will
not be muzzled when 1t comes to
talking about what dis wrong in
this Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:

If we believe the Minister of
Health is in  conflict as the
Minister of flealth, we will say
0. If we believe the hon.
gentleman nsed funds dimproperly,
we will say so.

DR. COLLINS:
For whal purpose did he use them?

MR. TULK:

For what purpose did he use them?

DR. COLLINS:
Yes, for what purpose?

MR. TULK:

To build a road to nowhere, going
nowhere .

DR. COLLINS:

For his own profit.

MR. TULK:
Going nowhere, Mr. Speaker.
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DR. COLLINS:
You are accusing *the hon. member
of using money (inaudible).

MR. TULK:

I am accusing the hon. gentleman
of using Ffunds dimproperly to build
a road to his ocwn relatives'
cabins, and we know he did it.

MR. DAWE:
That is not true.

MR. SIMMONS:
The public
profit.

certainly did not

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TULK:
No, the public certainly did not
profit.

Now, Mr. Speaker, T say to, Your
Horour, that what 1s happening
here 1ts an attempt ko diskract
this House and to muzzle it, and
to have the government side of the
Legislature ride roughshod over
this Province and, I say to Your
Honour, that should not be allowed
ta continue, and that the next
time the hon. gentleman chooses to
rise in his place on a spurious
point of privilege, as has been
happening the last two or three
days, Your Honour should
immediately c¢all him to order.
Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BRUTT:
Mr. Speakeir.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recrealion and Youth.

MR. RBUTT:
Thank yotl, Mr. Speaker.
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I would 1like to make a brief
submission For Your Honour on this
matter. Since the - road . 1in
question 1s in the district of
Conception Bay South, I want to
just clarify a few things. The
comments made just recently by the
Opposition House Leader, by the
way, were to the effect that this
road leads to nowhere.

Mr. Speaker, in 1979, when I was
elected to this Legislature, most
of the roads under the control of
the Department of Transportation
in the district of Conception BRay
Sonth were not paved; there weare
gravel roads all over the place,
Far o0  many. ns the formear
Minister of Transportation points
oul, since 1979, I say modestly,
through some effort on my part,
there have been $31 million spent
to address that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BUTT:

To zero in on the road in
question, Round Pond Road, Round
Pond Road is no different, Mr.
Speaker, than any other road in

the Topsail Pond, Three Island
Pond area. It just so happens
that in this case relatives of the
Minister of Transportation - not
him but his relatives - had land a

kKilometre in the road from there.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have been
squeaky clean on this, fs a
matter of fact, I would have liked
to have pult that road around to
connect with another road, going
in Angel's Road, which was done
the preuvious year.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

The hon. minister 1is not speaking
to the peoint of order.
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MR. BUTT:
Okay, Mr. Speaker, I will zero
in. Because of Lthe sensikivity of

land 1in question, the road was
only built to the end of where a
rezoning was taking place to
permil residential building. n
fact, I had requests, written
raequests firom constituents who
wanted to build there. I say this
ror Your Honour's benefii, Lo
point out that, in fact, it no way
reflectad on the Fformer Minister
of Transportation, but on the
membeir  For Conception Bay South
who wanted to have that road paved.

Brief as it dis, Mr. Speaker, that
is the fact. It has bheen brought
out by the Auditor General when he
investigated, and so on. So every
single matter brought forward
today by the hon. member for St.
George's 1is true and factual. Tt
is just another -

MR. PATTERSON:
Nail in their coffin.

MR. BUTT:

That d1s right. It dis Jjust the
Opposition picking out individual
ministers over here, trying to
destroy Lheir character - al: great
expense, T might say, to that
man's Family, while they arae doing
it - and in so doing, Mr. Speaker,
I think Lhe hon. member's
privileges were breached and I ask
Your ilonour to judge accordingly.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
I will recognize the hon. member
for Menihek now.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, to tell you the
truth, I found that whole series
of events I wenkt through, along
with, I think, the Minister of
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Transportation at the time, to be
a very distasteful experience, and
one, I found in retrospect, I
wished I had not gone through, but
realized in retrospeckt thab 1t was
very important to do that.

The question you have been asked
now  is: Ts the allegation by
members of the Liberal Party that
Funds  were improperly spenk, or
improperly committed, & breach of
the hoen. member's privilege? I
think that is what you are going
Lo have to address.

Personally, I would hope that you
would rule thak way, not because T
think there is a breach, but
because T think 1t is appropriate
that this Legislature is
eventually given an opportunity
for everybody to listen to all the
details of that particular
episode. I think it dis dmportant
that 1dis should have been aired
here. The fact that the
lLegislature was closed was one of
the frustrations we went through
alt the time. And the Minister for
Transportation at the time
obuiously had a problem, too,
because he could not respond to
the things thal were heing raised.

Mr.  Spaeaker, din  Jooking through
the Conflict of Interest
guidelines, in reltrospect, the

flaw in them is the secltion
whareby bLhe Premier is bthe sole
judge of whether a conflict has
occurred, and that is bthe problem
that we had with it. There is no
doubt in my mind that what was
spent was 1improperly spent, in the
sense that it was dmmoral to spend
money on that particular road 1in
that particular wilderness,
leading to the member's family's
cottages.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
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MR. FENWICK:

I+ was dmmoral fhal people on that
part of the road had tried years
ago Lo get permission *to build
houses there and were told they
could not hbecause il was not
paved, and, more importantly, was
not maintained by the Department
of Transportation. They,
therefore, sold these lots alk a
very low price and, later on, when
people picked them up and the road
then became maintained, which I
think 1is an even bigger conflict
myself, +the property wvalues up
there are much higher as a result
of those activities, all of which
are under the control of Ehe
Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Speaker, although T do not
like going over this situation
hefFore us, T am conuvinced in Iy
own mind that what was done was

consistent with the way bt was

described by the member for
Conception Bay Soulh (Mr, Buti).
I believe that he is the
individual who asked For the road
to be paved. The conflict was
that Lhe Ministaer of
Transportation, knowing the

property behind the roacd, should
have then told the Premier that he
had a personal interest 1in what
was going on there and he should

have done that in writing,
according to the way the Conflict
of Interest Regulations were
written. I wrote the Premier and

he wrote me back saying no such
letter exists, and that is where
the conflict dtself exists. Nok
that he 1initiated it, but that he
passed 1t on ko the Cabinet for
approval without signifying his
interast in the whole affair.

My . Speakear, that  and a whole
bunch of other things, which I
would bhe very glad to go through
again - well, not glad, but I
would go thirongh again - make wme
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say that even though I do not
helieve that 1t is a violakion ofF
the privileges of the member, I,
for one, would be wvery happy %o
getb everything in Hansard,
everything on the record, produce
all +the documentation we have,
hecause, Mr. Speaker, there are
people out there who were hurt in
this whole process, in addition to
the minister, the member for St.
George's, people who sold property
at a very low price only to find
out later that through olther
actions an the part of Lhe
Department of Transportation and
on the part of the government, the
Jand became much more valuable and
they lost out as a result of it.

These people, in my opinion,
should, quite frankly, sue the
government for redress, but they
have not at this point. I would
say to you Lhat if the member's
privileges are not breached, if
you do nol wish to 4o that way,
then another avenue may be that
the official opposilion, ourselves
and the gouvernment, may wish to
have a special debate on Lhe
circumstances of what went on at
Round Poncd Road. I, For one,
would be wvery glad to open it
again, and I think everybody else
should hear about it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the
MR. WELLS:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T will just be wvery brief. I

cannot and I do not attribute any
motives to Lhe hon. member for St.
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George's. T have not, up fo now,
and I will not, attribute any
motives. I do not know why he

paved that road. I do not know,
and I still cannot understand why
he allowed that road to bhe paved.
The Facts that have been alleged
are facts. fnybody who wants to,
can draw whatever conclusions they
wish From it. That it was
impiroper in the political sense Lo
pave that road, I think everybody
can make that judgement: and come
clearly to that conclusion.

[ am going %o address my remarks
in the main, Mr. Speaker, to the
comments of Lthe hon. member with
respect to what he called the
general, and his suggestion to
this House that 1is was part of
some kind of scheme orchestrated
by me to disrupt the House and
make terrible statements. Nothing
could be more untrue, Mr. Speaker,
ar incorrect. No Jjudgement could
be more incorrect than that.

On the other hand, the member for
Fogo was quite correct when he
suggested that what we are seeing
with these points of privilege is
an attempt to gag and muzzle the
Opposition. The Opposition has a
responsibility they must discharge
and they will discharge, M.
Speaker. T can tell the hon.
gentleman, and all other hon.
gentlemen, and the hon. Jlady in
this House, that 1 take no
pleasure in critically commenting
personally on any one member of
this tHouse no matler who it ds.
It is a source of great regret to
me that it has on occasion to be
done, because that is the
responsibility of the Opposilion,

Now, Mr. Speaker, I assure hon.
members that we will not shirk
from that responsibility no matter
how many points of privilege they
raise. It 1s not only quite

L2811 June 9, 1988 Vol XL

proper, it 1is our responsibility
to raise these questions when the
facts and circumstances warrant
it, Mr. Speaker, and we will not
be deterrad from doing so by
claims of breach of privilege and
by suggestion fhakt our actions are
in any wmanner improper. There 1is,
T suggest to you, Mr. Speaker, no
prima facie case of privilege, but
T do want Lo emphasize that 1if
Your Honour is disposed +to so
Find, we have no reluctance Lo
debate any motion that 1is brought
down .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

I am going to study what hon.
members had Lo say, and after the
weekend I should he able to rule
on the matter.

Before calling for Statements Dby
Ministers, I want *to welcome 30
Grade UIIT students with four
teachers, Lorraine MacKinnoin,
Clayton McCarthy, Kathleen
Brenton, and Shari Wall, from
Marystown Central High School.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
llear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I would also 1like to  welcome
cwaenty five Grade LX students,
with their teacher Mr . Ron
Sullivan, [From $t. Francis School,
Harbour Grace.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
tlear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

And thirty Grade V students from
St Paul's School, Newfoundland
Drive, with thedir teacher, M,
Williams, and Chaperon, Mrs. Evans.
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SOME [ION. MEMBERS:
Hear, heair!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, before calling for
Statements by Ministers, I have
spoken to the hon. the Deputy
Premier about this matter and told
him I would address this.

I would like, Mr. Speaker, to ask
all members of this hon. House to
join with me in congratulations to
a young man who 1is part of this
House, and who has Jjust stepped
behind Your Honour's Chair in the
course of his duties, and is
carrying on his duties, upon
achieving a very presligions
award. Oon Saturday, he will Dbe
awarded the Duke of FEdinburgh Gold
Award . He will travel to Corner
8rook Lo receive that award.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, these awards of Fer
our young people opportunities to
broaden their interest and
experience in areas of physical
fitness, community service,
outdoor exploration, and
development of personal and social
skills. That award is not easy to
achieve. It is not awarded merely

for entering and making an
application, it is awarded on the
basis of performance and
discipline and commitment. This
young man has done all this and
achieved this award. And if hon.

members want some measure of the
significance of  this parlicular
award, it can only be awarded or
delivered by a member of the Royal
Family, as opposed to the other
Duke of Edinburgh awards.
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Mr. Speaker, I think +this speaks
well of a young man who silts euery
day and rushes around at our beck
and call, and I think we all ought
to join and give him a very warm
round or applause, Sincere
congratulations!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

It is John Fitzgerald,
incidentally. I did not mention
his name.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youtbth.

MR. BUTT:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

We, too, on this side, would want
o associate ourselues with the
remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition. As a malkiter of Fact,
Mr., Speaker, on Saturday of this
week T will be going Lo Corner

Brook to participate in the
ceremonias with iis Royal
Highness, Price Edward, after

which appropriate recognition -
there is no problem in doing it
now and [ welcome the opportunity,
but there will be others, very
sinall in  numbher but wvery fine
Newfoundlanders, who will receive
similar awards in Corner Brook on
Saturday, at which time the
government will give appropriate
recognition. I do not have all
Lhe names of the recipients right
now, but I will know them on

Saturday. I welcome the lead
taken by the Leader of the
Opposition in this case, and
certainly we, on this side,

associabe ourseluves with the very
positive remarks on one our newest
Pages in the House.

SOME_ION. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, we would also like to

take the opportunity to
congratulate our - I do not know
what yolul would call him.
Colleagque? - probably Future

colleagne, T would hope, for his
gccomplishments and the
recognition of his accomplishments
and the award that he will he
receiving. on behalf or our
significant caucus here, we would
like to extend our congratulations
as well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Statements by Ministers

DR. COLLINS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. the Premier
is engaged in other duties, as I
am sure hon. members are awara,
and I make this statement on his
behalf, +in his role as Minister of
FCnergy.

It is my pleasure and privilege to
table for the information of ny
colleagues in the House of
Assembly, "Oil And Gas Resources
of Newfoundland and Labrador,"
that is the mname of a document,
Mr. Speaker, which will accompany
this skatement. T 1s a report
which provides an up—to-date
review of the petroleum potential
and the latest events which bear
on the development of that
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potential.

For some time now 1t has been
obuious that there has been a real
need for a high quality report
which provides information on our
petroleum development situation
for the benefit of potential
investors and other Ffinancial and
development: interests within and

outside of the Province. I
bhelieve that ithis document
produced by the staff of  the
Departmenl of [Fnergy Fulfills this

need and presents comprehensive
informaltion on our petroleum
potential 1in an attractive and
readily digestible form,

The dinformation contained in the
repoirt. provides Lthe reader with a
broad outline of the dimportance of
the Newfoundland patroleum
resource within the context of the

national petroleum supply and
demand situation. It describes
the geological setting of the
Province - both onshore and
offshore - and outlines the
evoluing legislative and
administrative framework for the
management of exploration and
development: of the petroleum
resource, It highlights the
impressive SICCess ratio of
petroleum exploration on our
continental marg.in particularly
in the Grand Banks area - and

clearly indicates the aduanced
nature of both Hibernia and Terra
Noua as development prospects,
Other significant discoveries
which hauve Gaken place in recent

years are also described. It
includes reference o the
Come-By-Chance refinery and
provides details about major
projects funded under the Offshore
Development  Fund. I might add,
Mr. Speaker, it also refers to
onshore possibilities fFar 0il
resources.
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Equally important the report
indicates the determination of the
government: to enstire Lhad: the

people, the business community and
the institutions of the Province
take every opportunity to dimprove
their skills and expertise in the
highly sophisticated sphere of
of Fshore petroleum technoloyy.

It 1is our intention *to use 1Lhis
report as a promotional document
to dincrease awareness 1in  Canada
and abroad as to the importance of
the Province's petroleum resources.

Mr. Speaker, I did give a copy to
the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Wells) somewhat
belatedly, but he has a copy. He
may wish to comment also.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon . the l.eader of the
Opposition,
MR. WELLS:
Mr. Gpeaker, [ hauve nol had an
opportunity to look at the

document bhecause, since I have
gotten it, we have bheen otherwise
engagad.

T do welcome such an publication.
Assuming it contains basically
Factual dinformation, as ihe hon.
minister indicated, it can provide
readily available information ftor
anybody who was interested in 1it,
people in Newfoundland, as well as
people dinvesting in Newfoundland.
So it 1is a commendable effort from
that point of view.

My one caution Lo people in
Newfoundland, in particular, is
not to get carried away again by
the now newly c¢reated hype in
Hibernia. If  and when Hibernia
comes, and I sincerely hope it
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does shortly, it will create a
great many jobs 1in this Province
and mnake é greal contribution
ecornomically to the Province.

But let us not all think 1t is
going to be ithe be all and end all
for Newfoundland. It is not goingy
Lo be the sole saviour, We skill
have to 1look at all our other
things in this Province and pay
greater attention to the rest of
the economy of this Province.

So, as good as this wmay be in
terms of providing information and
making it readily available to
people within the Province and
without who may want it, I caution
people not to get too carried away
with great expectations out of
Hibernia.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. Lhe member fFor Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, I was looking at the
hrochitre here, sort of Flipping
through it and trying to remember
when T last saw a brochure simmilar
to it. I think the last one I saw
was put out by Mr. Smallwood back
in the 1960s and it was the one
lauding the hydre potential din
Labrador and saying how much
energy we had up there and how
much we could do with 1it. The
reason I mention that NOW is
because I feel we are in a similar
position here.

MR. BAIRD:
We are not giving anylthing away.

MR. FENWTCK:
The judgement on the

Peckfaord
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administration will not be an
anything other than the way 1in
which they handle whatever
development deal will occur, with
not only Hibernia, but the Terra
Nova structure. We have this very
uneasy feeling in a world where
there 1s a 12 million barrel a day
surplus of o0il, that signing an
agreement over this period of tine
is an extremely chancy thing, one
which we may live to regret Len or
twenty or thirty vears from now.

T say +o the government opposite,
I do not care when you are going
to call {the eolecltion, I do not
know how you are going to call it,
I do not care what dissues you are
going to work with, if you sign a
lousy deal, we will run you every
single inch of the way.

MR. |.ONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

We will tell you, we are not going
to go in for another Churchill
Falls deal just because you want
to get re-elected. We are going
to demand we get something out 1t
in employment and in Tlong-term
revenue.

Quite frankly, what we are seeing
today leads us to believe we are
going into another disaster.

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear! Well said.

MR. WARREM:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Minislter of
Development.

Norihern

MR. WARREN:

M, Speaker, I am pleased ko
announc:a: Lhe signing of two
Federal-provincial agreements for
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the benefit of the Native peoples
of Labrador.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:
The agreements are fFor a one-year
period and are extensions to the

Canada-Newfoundland Inuit
Agreement and the
Canada--Newf oundland Irnnu

Agreement, valued at a total of
$9.9 million.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

The agreements make available
Funding and progeamming Hin several
areas, including: water and

housing, commnunity
development, education, training,
fisheries and, of course, the
operation of the five government
stores. Communities primarily
involved d4in the agreements are
Nain, Hopedale, Postuille,
Makkouik, Rigolet, Davis Inlet and
Sheshatshit.

sewage,

Mr. Speaker, these agreements were
extended for 1988-1989 to allow
time for comprehens:ive and
detailed planning of new long-term
agreemenlts Lo take place between
the Native people of Labrador and
the federal and the provincial
governments.

I would also 1like to thank the
Trici i and Innu people of lLabrador
for the positive and professional
manner i which they are
proceeding with the planning
process and T Lrust that Lthe new
long-term agreements will serve as
a model For tne Future,

Mr. Speaker, there was some delay

in getting these extension
agreements put 1in force, and that
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was due Lo unfortunate
administrative circumstancaes.
However, as I announced on April
13, Lthe Province, the Governnent
of Newfoundland and Labrador,
steppaed in and commenced community
funding in the absence of signed
agreements Lo avoid any additional
hardship for the communities and
he Rand Councils Lhat this delay
would cause.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister of
Intergovernmnental Affairs, the
hon. Ron Dawe, and myself signed
those agreements for the Province
and the hon. William McKnight,
Minister of TIndian and Northern
Affairs, signed on bhehalf of the
Federal government.

I would once again, Mr. Speaker,
in conclusion, ‘thank the Native
people of Labrador for their
support of these agreements and
congratulate bhoth the federal and
provincial officials on finalizing
Lhe negoliations Jeading to Lhe
signing of these two documents.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker

MR. SPREAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

SOME |ION. MEFMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:

T thank the minister for a copy of
one of his rare statements 1in the
House .

My initial comment, Mr. Speaker,
is I would not want anyone to be
misled or have the issue clouded
because the term 'Native Peoples'
Agreement' is used, and that is
used in the context of clouding
the dissue that this 1s nothing
more than yet another extension to
a federal - provincial agreement,
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on which the Peckford
administration seems to Llthrive. 1
can think of the Coastal Labrador
Agrecment and tLhe Rural
Development Agreement which cannot
be put din place in btime, despite
what is supposed to be the optimum
conditicns bhetween Oliawa and this
Province, and a form of crisis

managemeanl: Lakes place. Around
the eleventh hour an extension 1is
worked o, So all the minister

is talking about 1s an extension
Lo an agrecement because of the

inability of Ottawa and the
provincial government here Lo

reach a long—term agreement which,
by this time, should already be in
place.

Although it is probably
inadvertent, Mr. Speaker, I find
the minister's choice of words a
little patronizing to the Native
people. of course, they are
sorious about it, of course, they
are positive about it, and of
colirse Lhey are professional about
reaching agreements with the
Province and with Otltawa. Why
would they not he if their present
way of Life and their Fulture hangs

in the balance? I find ‘those
commenls to e a 1little
condescending and patronizing,

perhaps inadvertent on ithe part of
the minister and perhaps he should
Lake staps Lo alleviate Lhat
impression.

I do not believe the Native people
have any choice but go along with
the extension because the
long-term agreements have not been
able to be worked out,. Rather
than do without full funding,
despite any claims of stepping in
by the provincial government to
help them out in the dinterim, in
order to get some kind of Ffull
funding, they would have to and
felt forced into accepting an
extension.
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The story that the provincial
government tells with respect to
the relationship hetween the
Province and the Native peoples of
Labrador 1is vastly different than
the Native peoples themseluves are
saying. I +think the media and
correspondence we have all seen 1is
a clear indication of that.

I would say it 1is about time the
Minister responsible for Northern
Development (Mr. Warren) fulfilled
his role as lLabrador's
representative 1in the Cabinet and
put all of his efforts towards
making sure we do not have Further
extensions, bhult rather long-term,
permanent  agreements which will
benefit the people of Labrador.

MR. WARREN:
Have no fear,

MR. KELLAND:

He should nolt Forget that §if we
take the definition that a Metis
person 1s one of wmixed ancesiry,
1if that 1is the only definition we
apply

AN HON. MEMBER:
Are you one?

MR. KELLAND:

- then the Tlargest segment of the
indigenous people of Labrador are
very well Metis and may not be
covered hy the aspects of the
agreement the minister is Now
speaking of .

So I would like to assure him of
my support when he Ltalking ahoul
helping the people of Labrador for
much needed Funeing For Lheir
programs and their future, bult ask
him Lo expend avery possible
effort and not be patronizing and
not play polilics for ihe possibloe
September election this year.

SOME HON, MEFMRERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member of Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The member for Torngat Mountains,

the Minister responsible for
Northern Development, Jjust
returnad, I helieve, Fram a
conference in the Northwest

Territories and the Yukon talking
to the Native people in the North
anc in othar parks of Canada.

One of the comments he wmade to me
in giving sert of & mini -report to
us Labrador MHAs was how much
better off the Native people in
the Northwest Territories and the
Yukon were in tarms of the support
they are getting with programs and
SO on, T think G@f he holds that
idea, maybe we can start doing a
lot  of things For the Native
people of Labrador as well.

There 1is only one point I would
like to make on this, Mr. Speaker,
and that is I think if we really
want to support the Innu and Inuit
in Labrador, 1if we want to make
sure that their land claim
settlement goes ahead, then, 1
think, we should agree with Lthe
position taken by Labrador Innuit
Nssociation and that 1s that their
land claims are the highest
prioriky anl we should use
whatever levers we have Lo make
them move forward.

As  Lhey have sugygested, in  the
past, and still suggest, what we
should do s tell the people who
are expanding the low level flying
in Happy Valley, CGoose Ray, we are
not going to allow any expansion
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until the land claims agreement is
signed. That, I think, 1is one of
the few ways to put enough
pressure on the federal gouvermmnent
to get some movement in that
direci:ion bhecause, gquite Ffrankly,
even though we sit down at the
table, we are irrelevant when it
comes to the Tand claims
agreement. . Tt is a Federal
responsibility to deal with Native
people. rhey are the ones who
have to be pushed, they are the
ones who have to mova,

If they want a NATO bhase, if they
want expanded Tow level flying,
let us make them pay for it Dby
giving a good Land claims
agreement to our Native groups in
Labrador so that they can live in
a style and dignity they deserve.

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKE
The Hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker.

At this time T would like to make
known to all hon. membhers of this
House that two CL-215 aircraft
From Lhe prouvincial Fleat were
dispatched to Thunder Bay, Ontario
last week. This was facilitated
by an agreement hetween the
federal government, Lhe provinces,
and the territories which
established a muktual aqid
resource—sharing agency which 1is
coordinated and administered by
the Canadian Intra-Agency Forest
Fire Centre, based 1in Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

The government of Ontario
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approached the agency for
assistance and in kturn the agency
contacted the Department - of

Forestry in this Prouince asking
for the assistance of aircraft
fFrom bthe departmenlt's fleet. The
request was made afkter numerous
fires dn the Northwestern region
of Ontario broke out and the
capalilities of the province For
controlling and containing the
Fires on the slkrenglh of their own
fForest Fire fighting resources
were deemed tmpossible.

Temperatures have been ranging
anywhere from 30 to 40 degree
Celsius in the region due to &
heal: wave which has been ravaging
Western Canada and the woodlands
of Northwestern Ontario for the
past two weeks or so. This is the
cause for the numerous forest
fires 1in the Thunder Bay region.
Because the woods are so dry, the
forests are burning at an alarming
rate, thus necessitating the extra
reinforcements in this area.

The government of Ontario, Mr.
Speaker, have also requested
assistance from the governments of
the Yukon, Northwest Territories
and  Alberta through Uthe Canadlan
Inter-Agency Forest Fire Centre in

Winnipey. Tf conditions
deteriorate in the area and more
assisbanca is requiraed, then

additional aircraft from the
province's fleet may be sent to
Thunder Bay.

The Department of Forestry is
pleased to be din a position ko
of fer assistance to Ontario during
Lheir time of need. Hon, members
will recall the devastating forest
fires in Cenkral Newfoundland
during the Summer of 1986, At
Lhat +ime we received invaluable
assistance, through the agency,
from Ontario and other provinces

in controlling and finally
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containing our fires.

ITn no way, Mr. Speaker, has fthe
forest fire (ighting capability in
this Province become jeopardized
or diminished in any way. The
decision to send the two CL-215
aricraft to Thunder Bay was made
by my department's provincial fire
committee. This decision was
based on the fact that the weather
situation within the Province has
been wet and damp and this
situation 1is expected ko continue
for a little while longer.
Coupled with the fact that the
Fire Index 1in Newfoundland at the
present time 1is low, we were 1in a
position, and still are in a
position, Lo assist the province
of Ontario,

The depariment recognizes however,
even bthough wealher conditions are
wet and the Fire Index 1s low, the
situation can change quickly. T
the occasion arises where the
aircrafts sent Lo Ontario are
neecded bhack in Newfoundland for
Firefighting, the aircraft will be
recalled without delay and praoper

action will be taken. The
Department of Forestry and our
Fores Fire Committee will

continue to monitor this situation.

Mr. Speaker, Jjust to inform hon.
members, if Lhe occasion does
arise, we can have our CL-215s
back din  this Province within a
twenty-four hour period,

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STIMMONS:
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Mr. Speaker, I thank the minister
for supplying me with an advanced
copy of his statement. I welcome

heis staltement . Tt is a  good
example of what well co-ordinated
interprovincial cooperation CEN
achieve,

I am delighted, as a

Newfoundlander, to be able to help
directly through this dinitiative
the people of Ontario at a tilmne
when they need our help. I notice
it s a reciprocation of what they
were able to do for us in 1986.

Perhaps the key sentence otherwise
in the minister's statement s
towards the end of the second page
in which he assures the House,
through you, Mr. Speaker, that the
forest Firefighting capability in

this Province has not bhecome
Jjeopardizad or diwminished. T
bhelieve that to be the case, but
that is kay Lo any such

collaboration we have in bterms of
making our resources available to
other jurisdictions in Canada,
that -in the process, we do not
leave ourselves exposed. I
helieve we have noit so done.

Me minister notes at the moment
the Fire Index in Newfoundland is
very low. IF I may get the
minister's ear for just a moment,
that statement allows ne to
piggy-back a concern I have.

I support fully the forest fire
regulations implemented sometime
last month and which will stay in
effect T helieve until September.
But I would hope the minister

might; want  to reflect on the
atmosphere in which those
regulalions were first

promulgated, at a time when we
were faced wilth a very serious
fForest fire hazard some years
ago.
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I submit to him, they served us
well during those periods, but at
the present time, when the Tndex
is very low, there might bhe a more
Flexible mechanism which would
allow us to suspend the
regulations or allow for some more
activity at varjous times.

Right now, for example, I know of
individuals who want to do some
burning and some cutting as well.
Racanse of Lthe regnlabtions, an
extra constraint 1s imposed that
is really nobt justified when the
Index is quite low, as it is at
the present moment.

That submission, Mr. Speakaer, in
no way should be construed bto mean
we want a haphazard situation
during the height of the fire
season. The minister's first
priority in that respect has to be
ensuring the forests are properly
protected from fire hazard. But
if he would consider that thought
in tandem with the early one, that
perhaps there is need For a little
more Flexibility for the
convenience of residents, T would
be most grateful.

We support the initiative, Mr.
Speaker, on this side.

Oral Questions

MR. LLUSH:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. fthe member for Bonavista
Nortih.

MR. LUSH:

My question 1is for the Minister of
Municipal Affairs (Mr. Brett). Now
that we have had an opportunity to
analyze in more detail the figures
of the Capital Works Projects
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announced for this fiscal year, 1t
is only appropriate that we ask
Lhe minister some questions that
he can answer publicly. In that
respecl, Mr. Speaker, I wonder can
the minister can specify the
degree of correlaltion bhetweaen the
criteria used by his department to
allocate municipal capital funding
as compared to the correlation
with the actual amounts of money
allocated to municipalities,
particularly in view of the large
and excessive discrepancies in
monies recedived by districts on
the Opposition side of the House?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman is
already aware that the program
announced by me two or three days

ago was almost exactly as it was
put forward by the Capital
Projects Committee. There was

very litkle change by the Cabinet
or anybody else. It was based on
need and, considering the fact we
had requests of in excess of $160
million, T think we did very well
indeed.

The hon. gentleman and some of his
colleagues have been using Figires
that are incorrect, and I wish he
wotlld noel do that. They tried to
get this point across the day that

T announced bthe program. They are
using the figure of 11 per cent as
going to the Opposition. Fhat Ls
incorrect. They know it is
incorrecl, There was almoslk $20
million in grants, subsidies,

loans, what have you, thabt went
into the Capital city this year.
There are ko members in the
Opposition who represent districts
in the capital city and,
therefore, they are included in
that.
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So, Mr . Speaker, T make ne
apologies for the way that the
money was distributed. As T

indicated, there were in excess of
$160 million in requesis, and T
think we did a very good job. I
feel sorry for {he communities and
the town councils throughout the
Province that did nol get money.
Many of them are upset and that is
to be expected. T understand
that. There 1is frustration when
one has sewerage running in the
ditch, or so it is suggested, but
the hon. members realize that it
is dmpossible, from a financial
point of view, to cure in one year
all the ills with respect to water

and sewer that we have 1in the
Province. This is one of Lhe

biggest programs that we have had,
if nol the largest, in years and
vears, and we are addressing L:he
problem, taking into consideration
the amounkt of funds that we have.

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
fA supplementary, the hon. the
member for Bonavista North.

MR. LUSH:

I ask Lhe minister in all
fairness, Mr. Speaker, how can he
rationalize, out of a total budget
of $43 million, Opposition
districts receiving only $5.1
million? Now, Mr. Speaker, these

are the facts. How can the
minister, out of a total budget of
$43 million, just under $6

million, if we dinclude the +total
Opposition, $5.1 million by Jjust
counting the official Opposition,
how can the minister justify that

apparent, unfair and callous
treatmment of municipalities
throughout the Province of
Nawfoundland and lLabhrador?

MR. SPEARKER:
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The hon. bthe Mimister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. RBRETT:

Mr.  Speakeir, 1the same gamne that
goes on every vear, I guess, not
only here 1in Newfoundland but in
every province 1in Canada. When
everybody does not get all they
want, then they come up with this
sort of thing.

Again, I remind the hon. memnber
that these figures were given last
year, over and over and over, by
the hon. gentleman who came hefore
me, the former minister of the
department,

There are districts that are
totally servicad, Mr . Speakear.
You cannot stand up and say that
hecausae we have 30 percent of the
members in the House, therefore we
shonTld geit 30  percent of the
funding. That does not make any
sensa., You do not put water and
sewer into a community if they
already have it And  yeu do not
pave roads in a town if they do
not. need Lo he paved, and you do
not recap them if they do not need
o bhe recapped. S0 it ds  the
'lies, lies, and the damnn
statistics, ' this game the hon.
gentlemen are trying to play.

I repeat that the Opposition got
more money this year than they
ever got before, at least since I
have been in the House and that is
seventeen years. And I am very
proud, Mr. Speaker, that I was the
minister who was able to introduce
one of the largest programs that
we have had. The funding was done
based on need, it was done fairly,
and the Opposition members got, as
far as T am concerned, a fair
share of the dollars,

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker, a fFinal supplementary.
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MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Bonavista North.

MR. LLUSH:

Mr. Speaker, I ask the minister is
he not aware Lthat the percentages
of 11 per cent or 12 per cent, 11
per cent in thak area, have been
the same for the last number of
years in terms of the ralio,the
proportion of the budget awarded
districls on Lhe Opposition side?

Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of Lhis
I ask how can Lhe minister cxplain
to the people of Newfoundland that
this does not smell of polilical
patronage, that this does not
sinell of political pork
barrelling, rancid, political pork
barrelling of the worst kind?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, the political pork
barrelling is this: Ronavista
North, represented by the hon.
member, got $595,000. That is the
political pork barrelling!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BRETT:

Gander, $400,000. That 1is the
political pork barrelling! Strait
of Relle TIsle, $1,283,000. That
is  the political pork barrelling
that he is talking about.

MR. W. CARTER:
M. Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, my gquestion goes to

L2822 June 9, 1988 Vol XL

the Minister of Municipal
Affairs. Earlier, Mr . Speaker,
the minister made reference to -the
Capital Projects Committee, I
think he called 1it. That 1is &
committee, I believe, of senior
¢civil servants who are supposed to
recommend to the minister projects
to be undertaken by his department.

T wonder is the wminister prepared
to table the recommendations of
Ihat. commitiea?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AffFairs.

MR. BRETT:
I will take that under aduisement,
M. Speaker.

MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary, Mr,

Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Twillingate,

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I am surprised the
minister did not agree. Tf it s
being done as fairly as he says it
is, why would he object to tabling
their recommendations?

Mr. Speaker, my question to them
minister: Yesterday 1in  the town
of Summerford, which 1is probably
the second largest communily in
Twillingate district, a community
of some 1200 people approximately,
the entire council resigned. They

resignaod hecause or shabby
treatment. My question, M.
Speakar, to the minister: In

light of the fact that these
councillors hauve raesigned, have
seen fit to resign because of raw
sewrdage in their roadside ditches,
in their caommunity, will the
ininister NOW accaede to their
request and make funds available
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to them in order to alleviate the
problem ithey hauve?

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. the Minister of Miunicipal
Affairs.,

MR. BRETT:
Mr. Speaker, this dis an annual

auent. Fvery single year about
this time of the year there are
any numbher of councils who

threaten to resign because they
did not get the funding that they

applied for. This year 1is no
exception, We have had one
resignation SO far., I have

reluctantly accepted the
resignation of +the total council.
We will appoint someone to Tlook
after the affairs of "the town
until such Ltime as we c¢can  get
another town council. ’

T can tell the hon. wember that
Summerford dis not the only place
in  tihis Province where there s
sewage 1in  the ditches. If he
wiouled like to take the {ime ont
over the weekend, T will take him
ot ko Trinily North and T will
show him sewage in tLhe ditches.

Ay the way, the hon. wmember did
not exactly wear oul the carpet
coming to the winister's office
Jooking for funds for his district
this year. I do not remember ever
seeing him in that part of
Confedaration Building. Buk,
meanwhile, Summerford, I suppose,
is frustrated and upset, as was
Bell Island this morning, as are
many councils throughout this
Province, but I am afraid, Mr.
Speaker, they are going to havae to
wait another year. To the fact
that they have resigned, there is
not very much I can do about that,
but T am afraid they are going to
have to wait another year to see
if they are included in naext
year's program.
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MR. W, CARTER:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
A fFinal  supplemnentairy, the hon.
the member for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister 1is
not telling the trulh, and he
knows 1it. He knows, Mr. Speaker,
that T have senl: letters to him
concerning the need for water and
sewer in Swinmerford.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:
In faclt, in this very House I have
done it.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I would ask +the hon. membher to
withdraw that remark abhout the
minister not telling the truth.

MR. W. CARTER:

T withdraw 1ilt, Mr. Speaker, but I
think the minister knows what I am
Lalking about. e knows very well.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the
minisker: The Mayor of that
comnunity who resigned vesterday
is a Mayor of saventeen years
experience, one of Lthe most highly
respected and credible people in
Twillingate district. Will the
minister now then tell the people
of Summerford, Mr, Speaker,
Lhrough this House, what they can
do when they have raw sewage 1in
the stireet, the threat of an
epidemic? Again I ask the
ministaer: Would he undertake Lo
give them some hope by telling
them thalt there will be funds made
available this vyear, at least to
make @&  start towards correcting
their very serious and life
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threatening situation?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AfFfairs.

MR. BRETT:
No. Mr. Speaker, I cannot give
him that assurance.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. LUhe wmember Ffor Porlt de
Grave.

MR. FEFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, my guesltion is lo the
han. the Minister of Health (Dr.
Collins) concerning vary serious

problems in our health care
syslam. n relation to the
minister's statement yesterday

when he said he has a continually

open channel to the Health
Sciences Complex and its

management, I ask the minister is
he aware, did management report to
him - it was submitted to
management at the Health Sciences
Complex - that for twenty-seven
days out of thirty the hospital
was operating in a short-staff
situation?

DR. CQLLINS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COILLTNS:

Mr . Speaker, the hon. member
hroughi. up this matter yastarday.
At the time I said I had some
information from Lhe managemenl up
there, and I do have to state my
view Lhalt T get wore accurale
information from the management of
the  thospital +han T do coming
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across the floor from the hon.
member .

But I said that I would try to get
a hit more information because I
only had a brief report at that

time. I have succeeded in doing
this, and I made a few notes on
the information down in the

department. I did not get it
personally, some of wmy staff got
this, from the wmanagement oaver

there. The wmeeting +in question,
and this is where the hor .

member's queskion roday stams
from, I think, was in the evening
of Tune 7, and it was a meeting
called by the wunions of those
workers in the hospiltal there, by
NAPE, by NLNU, and by the AWHP,
the Associatad Health Workers.

We could not determine, we did not
have any information on who
chaired the meeting - T do not
know that - but it was called by
the union membership to discussion
matters among themselves,
presumably from a union point of
view, Now, Mr. Speaker, I did
inadvertently give a bit of
incorrect dinformation yesterday.
The understanding T had from the
brief report I had was that this
was a meeting where the staff were

expressing their concerns to
management . Thal:  was incorrect
because there was no management at
khe meeling. The union met:

together in the auditorium of the
Medical School, which is available
for meetings of this sort. I
think you had to pay a little Fee
to use it, but that is what they
crid,

T was to discuss, From a union

point of view, financial
restraints thait Lhe hospital is

under, as almost all operations of
government are under restraint,
and rightly so because we have
limited budget, Llimited income in
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this Province and we have to bring
in restraint for all matters of
governmenl operaltions.

But  they wanted to «discuss the
restraint effects on the hospital,
and they also waniaed to discuss a
matier that I was asked about in
the House & fFfew days ago and
responded to, that 1s, a pending
number of” layoffs at the
hospital. Out of the large staff
there there s a small number of
layoffs pending.

The management told us that it was
decided by the union members that
they would likely have some
demonstrations at lunch time over
the next weeks or months to
demonstrate their concern about
restraint and about the pending
layoffs. However, on inquiry the
management apparently determined
that the meeting was not one Ehat
engaged in hospital bashing, or

indeed in bashing the
administration. That is the word
they gaye Hs . 'here W s no

hospital bhashing, there was no
administration bashing, and the
meeting was termed a fairly good
one. e President of NAPT
indicated the number attending was
aboul a couple of hundred.

MR. LONG:
A point of order, Mr.
plaease!

Speaker,

MR. SPRAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
tast, a point of order,

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, I have been very
patient with the answer by the
minister, but he has not yet, in
about eight minutes, addressed the
specific question which was put to
him. We only have a short tine,
so I plead with the Chair to call
the wminister to order, and have
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him eilher address the question
put to him or to sit down,

MR. SPEAKER:
There <1s no point of order.

I would ask the hon. the minister,
though, if  he would keep his
remairks as brief as possible,

DR. COLILTINS:

Mr . Speaker, I may have
overstepped things a 1l4dttle bit,
but I was trying to give same
information that I said T would
give, In terms of the hospital
not  having the number of staff
that they would like to have
available to them, you know, I
have indicated that any number of
times. I  have said Lhat  the
hospitals at this time of the
year, as at other times of the
year, are decreasing the number of
beds that they are going to make
availabhle for care. They are
making beds available Ffor acute
care, emergency care, but not
eleclive care, The reason  why
they are doing that dis hecause
they have some stalff difficulties
and it ds not all related to
noney . Thaey cannolk  det. some of
the staff they would like to get
at. this  particular Fime of the
vear for obvious reasons, reasons
averyone knows abhout,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
the hon. the member For Pork de
Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. S8Speaker, the hon. the Minister
of Health did not even touch on
the question [ asked him, not euven
close to it. I will ask the
Minister of Health a different
question, a supplementary. Giving
Ehe Minister of Health the benefit
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of the doubt that he believes it
was a union meeting, today some of
the staff called me and said Gif
the Minister of Health did not get
his dnvitation from the Premier,
the staff of the hospital are
willing to meet with the Minister

of Health and/or his
representatives to tell them
about the problems they are

having, about safeky of the staff
and the safety of the patients.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Please pose a guestion,

MR. EFFORD:

Will the Minister of Health agree
o meet with the staff of tLhe
Health Sciences Centre to listen
to kthe problems they are having
with the safety of working
conditions and the safelty of ULhe
patients? It has nothing to do
with union problems.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is
saying that the administration
over there lies to me. I do not
think they do 1lie to me. I really

do not think they do. The
executive people at the hospital

told the officials in our
department that the meeting was
called by the unions on a joint
basis, NAPE, NINU and the WAHP.
Nouw, T am reporting what the
administration fells me. T the
hon. member choses to helieve
otherwise, thalt s his privilege.
I am reporting to the House what T
have heen told, that this was «a
meeting that was called by those
three separate unions so that the
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unions could have a joint meeling
and discuss matters and relate
Fheir concerns to one another.- I
have no doubt that the union
nemhbars have certain concerns.
The administration has concerns,
the Department of Health has
concerns, the gouvernment has
concerns, euveryone has concerns!
What is new about that?

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER:
A fFinal supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

Let me ask the minister this
gueslion, since he is s i1l
bringing in the management, and
the management is  nobk in Ehrls
situation. Will the minister
agree to meet with LULhe workers 1if
I personally set up the meeting?
T has nothing to do with unions.
If the concerns do not come down
that were brought out the other
night, if those people do not tell
the minisler the same things they
told about the safety of the
patients, I will personally get
down on my knees and apologize to
the Minister of Health.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I am tempted, really
Lempted. T have mek with the
management and staff of the Goose
Bay Hospital, Western Memor ial

Hospital, Stephenville Hospital,
RBell Tsland Hospital, Grace
Hospital, the General Hospital,
and so on and so  on. T do not

nead the hon. member to set up
meaetings  Ffor me, I have meebkings
all the time. Meetings coming out
of  my ears! T am open Lo any
inuitation that anyone wants to
send me and T will do my best Lo

No. 52 R2826



accommodate them, I meet with
people who come dinto the office,
to the department:. T go Lo the
hospitals, and S0 on and SO
forth. So I do not need 1he hon.
member to set up meetings. I have
a very good grasp of what is going
oin at the Health Sciences Complex,
a lot better than the hon. member,
T would suggest.

MR. FENWILCK:
Mr ., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of
Labour (Mr. Blanchard). It has to
do with the general question of
health and safety at the
Newfoundland Enviroponics
operation. We have been told by
people who operate the ambulances
in this city that they have
received frequenkt calls o the

Newfoundland Enviroponics
operabtion ko pick up dindividuals
who have been injured in

industrial accidents, . Lhe most
serjious of which are involved with
heal. prostration.

My question Lo the Minister is:
Have you received any complaints
aboul Lhis particular kind of
problem through your Occupational
Health and Safety Office, and what
have you done as a result of it?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

The answer is no, Mr. Speaker, I
have not received any, but that
does not mean that the
Occupational Health and Safety
Division may not have received
complaints. But T will undertake
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Lo enquire and let khe non. member
know  tomorrow whether we have
received any complainls of unsafe
conditions at the Newfoundland
Fnviroponics operation.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Menihel .

MR. FENWICK:

Mir Speaker, as he minister
knows, 1t is required under The
Occupational Health and Safety Act
to have committees estahlished din

each work Tlocation. Could the
minister stand up and assure us
Lhat a commitlean has been
established there, that it is
functioning, is monitoring the

health hazards in that particular
operation, and that it 1is 1in a
situation to make sure that
employees bkhere are working under
safe conditions?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

No, Mr. Speaker, T cannot assure
the hon. member at this particular
Lime,  but, again, T will check
that out. There 1is a requirement
Ffor workplace llealth and Safety
Committees and I will check that
aut and Jet him know bthe answer to
hoth questions tomorrow.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
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The Final shorl guestion s e
have been told by individuals who
work there that the temperalinrae on
a sunny day around two or three
o'clock in  the afterncon rises

ahove 125 degrees Fahrenheit.
Could the Minister ask his
inspectors to inspect the

operation on a continuing basis on
sunny days over the next week or
so and bring back to this House
some indicatien on whether or not
indeed Lhese are the working
conditions these dindividuals have
to endure?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, the way is open to
any employee in  any workplace,
whether there ds & committee or
not, Lo make a complaini throagh
the Department of Labour. It does
not hauve to done in any written
form or anything like that. They

can pick up the telephone. ir
they called my office I would
refer them, Buk Lhe answer is T
have mnot had a single complaint.

(8

I do nobt know iFf my Deputy has, or
whether the actual clerical staff
or inspectors have had a
complaint. We are very concerned
about any complaints and they are
followed up promptly.

So I will get answers to that for
the hon. gentleman by tomorrow,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPENKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T would Jlike to direct a question
to the Minister of Healih. tn

L2828 June 9, 1988 Vol XL

Taying the basis for the queslion,
Mr . Speaker, I would like to
mention thal a few months ago. an
announcement was made of certain
cuts 1in staff and service at the
Grenfell Regional Health Services,
the object being to save about
$250,000 to the end of the 1987 -
1988 fiscal year. There was some
implication, or an dimpression at
least, that these cutbacks were

temporary at the time . I am
wondering wotild the minister

confirm whether or not that is so?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
These are Hn Lhe Grenfell Healbh
Services?

MR. KELLAND:
Grenfell Heallh Services.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not have Lhe
details righlt in front of me now.
I will have to take 1t as notice.
Bul: my understanding ds that the
Grenfell Hospital 1s by no means
under pressure 1in terms of beds.
As a matter of fact, they have
beds that are underubilized. The

Melville Hospital has quite a
number of Flexibilities. There are
many beds there that are
underutilized. When I was 1in 1t
last there was a whole ward
totally emptly. My understanding

is that the amount of money that
was  given this year, which was
greater than last year - there was

A percentage increase in the
funding given this year over last
year . 1is adequate Ffunding for

their needs.

Mo, they may wall, like all
hospitals, at particular times
have & difficulty when someone
goes on holiday, because they do
not. have Jlarge, Jlarge numbers of
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specialist nurses or specialist
laboratory technicians, in some of
those hospitals. If someone has
to take annual leave, they may be
under a bilt of difficulty and may
have to reduce their services
somewhat .

T will have to check dinto the
details of the hon. member's
quesltion, and T will get back Lo
liim.

MR. KELLAND:
A supplementary, Mr.

Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:

I was not Jjust referring to the
Melville Hospital, Mr . Speaker,
but rather the Grenfell Regional
Health Services which serves at
least four districts. There were
cuts not only in the major
hospital but also along the coast,
the nursing stations and so on,
security staff and maintenance
staff, things of thalt nature, the
object being, as I said, to save
$250,000 by the end of the fiscal
year.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KELILAND:
Jusl as Aan
Speaker.

explanation, M,

These Jayoffs did take place and
some posiltions were nol: fFilled. T
am wondering if the minister would
undertake to answaer whether or not
any of the positions that were
deleted at the +fime, in what was
believed to be a temporary
measure, were reinstated, or will
some of them be reinstated, as Ffar
as he knows?
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MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, as T mentioned, I
will have to check dinto that to
malke sure I do not give any

misleading information. But I
might mention, also, that the

Minister responsible for Northern
A Fatirs (Mvr . Warren) will he
having meetings shortly with the
Grenfell Board, and Lhe Grenfell
Board itself has begun an indepth
study of the health needs of the
area and what rescurces are needed
o meet those needs, to see i1f
there dis an appropriate tailing
Logether or cowming together of Lhe
needs with the resources available.

I will have to get details. The
hon. member said there were some
layoffs. I will have to get the
details if there were and what
they were, and the nature of the
layoffs, the extent of them.

MR. KELLAND:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Naskaupi,

MR. KELILAND:

My Final supplementary, Mr .
Speaker: Tt has been pretty well

established that a new hospital is
reguired fTor bthe Happy Valley -
Goose Bay area. In view of that
and in view of the fact bthat the
Grenfell annual report indicated

1 hat: thore is an increase in
demand for services, is the

minister aware of any anticipated
further cuts 1in funding to the
Grenfell system which may result
in fewer positions filled?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,
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DR. COILLCINS:

Mr. Speaker, the Grenfell Board
has been informed of the Funding
assigned to them for the year as a
resull of the budgel: passing in
this House. They, I bhelieve, have
made their plans on the basis of
the funding available to them. I
am not aware of any ongoing
restraints that they are going to
have to pubk in place. I belleve
they have already gotten their
plans fully arranged, how to use
the money we have allotted to them.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

Fhank you, Mr. Speaker,

To the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies
(Mr. Matbthews): The mwinister is
aware of the case of a girl from
Gander who, aflaer spending (WHiTe)
weeks at Harhinger, is now
responsible For a Full year's
tuition. I would like to ask the
minister, First of all, how many
other students were ripped off in
a similar manner? What would the
total amount of money 1involved
be? Does Lthe minister believes
there may be other students in the
Province in a similar situation
whose cases the minister does not
know about, which may come to
light in the future?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Aduvanced Studiaes.

MR. MATTHERWS:
M~ Speakeaer, T thank Lhe hon.
member Ffor his question, For the
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years 19806 1987 Lhere are Four
students who have bheen affected in
a negative way, and in 1987 -
1988 gsome eighteen studerits. And
he total amount of wmoney involved
is 25,700-and-some—odd dollars.
So the particular student the hon.
member has talked about 1is owed
some money From Harbinger because
of the bankruptcy, in essence she
is a creditor of the school.’ I
have talked to the hon. member
about it on a number of occasions
and what we are in @ssence
suggesting to those students is
that they make representation to
the Secratary of State (Mr .
Crombie), who 1is responsible for
the program., IS is & Canada
Student Loan Program. And we are
very willing Lo assist students in
preparing documentation to ask the
Secretary of  Stale o consider
writing off the debt. Whether
they will or nolk is Loco early Lo
predict, but we are very willing
o assist  in repraesentabtion Lo
make the Secretary of State aware
of all of the fachs and then they
may just consider writing of Lhe
debi.,

MR. BAKER:

The minister is aware, Mr. Speaker

MR. SPENKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker, there are two minutes
left.

MR. TULK:

A point of order, Mr. Speakear.,
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MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr . Speaker, I am not questioning
the Speaker's ruling al all, bat I
am just wondering 1if there has
been a mislake made, [ undeirstand
from the table that when Your
Honour said Lhe time  for Oral
Question Period expired, there was
at least & winute Jefl:.

MR, SPEAKER:
Y took note of when we started and
il was 3:05, according Lo my time.

MR. TUILK:
It is not quite 3:35 yet.

MR. SPEAKER:
When I called for the next ditem,
it was 25 minutes to,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Check your eyes,

MR. YOUNG:
Go to the Speaker and get your
eyes tested.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

DR. TWOMEY :
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Public
Works .

DR. TWOMEY :
Thank you, Mr, Speaker,

T wish Lo table in this hon. Honse
a Report of the Public Tender Act
Exceptions for the month of May,
1988.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker, I wish to present to

the hon. House Lthe Firsk annual
report of the Workers'

Compensalion Appeal  Tribunal of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Notices of Motion

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
I'he hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, T give notice that I
will on tomorrow move that the
House resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider
certain resolutions relating to
the advancing or guaranteeing of
carltain Joans made under The Loan
and Guarantee Act, 1957.

MR. BRETT:
Mr. Speakaer,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AT Fadirs.

MR, BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I
wi ]l on Lomorrow ask Tleave to
introduce a bill entitled, "An Act
To Mnend e Municipalities
Act . "

T also give nolice that T will on
tomorrow ask leave to dintroduce a
bill entitled, "an Act To
Incorporate The City of  Mount

No. 52 R2831



Pearl."

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

DR. TWOMELY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Public
Works and Services.

DR. TWOMEY:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I wish to table in this House Lhe
answer to a question on the Order

Paper. The Question number is
179. It was asked by the hon.
member FfFor Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir

(Mr. Gilbert).

Orders of the Day

DR. COLLTNS:

Mr. Speaker, I am going to call
Mot.ion 11. I understand we do
have agreement from all parts of
the House Lo have this motion
either brought forward now for
acceptance or voting, wi kthout
debate, or perhaps by very brief
debate. That is Motion 11. Tt is
the one that the hon. Minister
Responsible for Northern
Development (Mr. Warren) gave
notice of yesterday and it relates
to the action of the British
Parliament in regard Lo
regulations on the labelling of
fur products.

I think that we intend to get this
motion voted on today. Whether we
do it without debate or very brief
debate, T do not know. You wantk
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five minutes, d1s it?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Ooh, no.

DR. COLLING:

Okay . Mr. Speaker, I call Motion
11 then, and the hon. minister
will just read the motion.

MR. TUILK:
If I could, Mr. Speaker, before
the - Minister for Northern gets
into it.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR, TULK:
We have agreed with the Minister
For Northern Developmant that

indeed the question should be put,
and that it should be put without
debate. So we are ready for the
vole on that question.

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Spaeaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Northern
Devolopment:.,

MR. WARREN:

M. Speaker, I have no problem
wikh it There are just Lwo words
I wish to change in the
resolution: MWHEREAS the federal
government, on Wednesday, May 31,
1988," [ would like to change this
by saying, ‘“unanimously condemns
such action." I have read a
transcript of the debate 1in the
House of Commons and that is
actually what the twenty—two
members spoke of, from the three
parties - "unanimously condemns
such action."

In the third last sentence, I want
0 say, "Advise the Government of

Britain," instead of saying,
"Unitad Kingdom. " With these
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amendments, I have no problem.

MR. SPEAKER:
Is the House ready for the
Question?

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Yes.

MR. SPEAKER:

All those In favour of the motion
please say, 'Aye'. Those against
please say, 'Nay'.

The motion is carried, unanimously.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Actl Respecting The
Neuwloundland Hospital And Nursing
Home Association.”™ (Rill No. 20)

MR. SPEAKER:
I'he hon. the Minister of Mealth.

DR. COLLINSG:

M. Speaker, just a brief word of
explanation about our order of
business. The hon. the Minister
of Justice (Ms Verge) is not
available today. On the last day
we adjourned debate on B11l 23,
that is The Act To Amend The Legal
Aid Act. The hon. Minister of
Justice will bhe back on Tuesday, I
think, and we have had agreement
that we would delay further
consideration of that bill until
she returns,

S0 we are now on Bill (20), "an
Acl:  Respeciting  The Newfoundland
Hospital Arnd Nursing Home
Associaltion." This s a very
short bill, Mr., Speaker. It 4ds in
the Form of a new bill, although
the reason why 1t is in the Fform
of a new bill s bthat the Acl 1is
so short that where there has to
be a faw necessary amendments, we
just said we may as well bring in
a new bill rather than try to
amend the other one, which was
very brief anyway,
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The NewfFoundland Hospital
Association Act was passed 1in 1960
and that created The Newfoundland
Hospital Association. In 1985 the
Department of Health took over
responsibility for chronic care
institutions from the Department
of Social Services. At that time
Lhe Associalion broadened Lts
mandate so that it not only dealt
with  hospitals, but also dealt
with nursing homes.

Indeed, the nursing home aspect
has become a very -Amportant part
of this association now to Lhe
axbent thal the presidency of the
association has lheen some people
firom Uthe nursing home sector, not
from the hospital sector. The new
bill now will have a new name and,
as was mentioned din dintroducing
the order, 46 will now be called
not The Newfoundland Hospital
Association, but The Newfoundland
Hospital And Nursing Home
Associalion. That is essentially,
Mr. Speaker, the main point of
this bhill.

The rest of the bhill wmeans very
little change from what was in the
older hill. There are no
significant changes.

For dnstance, Clause 3, sets out
just the objectives af the
association; Clause 4, sets forth
certain powers of the assocliation
not different From the powers that
were hald by The Hoepital
Association; Clause 7 gives a
sbtirncture, the Board of Directors;
Clause 8, the association may make
bylaws; Clause 9, it may establish
a pension plan for the bhenefit of
enmployees and so on.

M. Speaker, T guess the only
other point to bhe brought to hon.
membeir's altention s that the
older bill had in it a provision
Lhat upon request, in wriling, the
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Lieukenant Governor in Council
could ask the association to
render an account of s
properties and affairs. Now, in

the twenty-one years of existence
of The Hospital Association, they
never had to do that because Uthe
Lieutenant-Governor in Council
just never considered 1k necessary
to ask for a report in that way.
It is a very well P
organization. That provision of
the act was never used, S0, the
new bill now will just drop that
provision.

So with Lhose words of
explanation, Mr. Speaker, I move
second reading.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember fFor Port de
Grave.,

MR, FFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister is
quite correct in what he is

saying. T4 is just a matter of
housekeeping to combine The

Newfoundland Hospital aAct and The
Nursing Home Association Act under
one act. T+ s quite Lirue, as the
minister said, prior to 1984 it
was under the Department of Social
Services and since then has now
come under Lhe Minisler of
Health's responsibility.

While it is simple housekeeping to
combine them under the one acl,

the problems surrounding Lhe
health care system in the

hospitals in our Province and
especially, if there is anything
more special than health care, it
is the aging and the nursing homes
situation in the Province.

There are a number of queshtions we
are going to have to ask the
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minister and he s going to have
to be responsible to see these

questions are answered in- - a
correct manner that satisfies the
Opposition. Tl is not the

Opposition, I should not say that,
becausa we are asking Lhem on
behalf of the people of Lhe
Province. We do not want to get
this into political rhetoric and
Lhe gueskions that are answered
get thrown back as an attack on

Lhe Opposition for the
irresponsibility of trying to

hring political attention to
themselves because this is not the
case, I assure the Minister of
Health and this hon. House.

The situation with the aged of our
Province is heyond the explanation
of words. The seriousness of the
condition in which the people are
living affects the questions we
have bheen asking the minister in
the House over the last several
weeks, concerning the situation at
the hospitals and the cost of
operaliing the hospitals.

rhe Mospital Act, very clearly,
tells us that the board is
responsible for the administration
and the running of the hospitals.
Mhis is where these problens come
from.

If we look at the number of heds
taken up in  the hospitals with
chronic care and we combine that
with Lhe number of beds c¢losed
each year, the minister tells wus
those haeds are closed in Lhe
Summertime because people do not
prefer +to go into hospital in
Summertime, that 1is the reason why
he tells us the beds are closed,
nevertheless, the heds are
closed.

Dr. Young, the former President of

the Medical Association, sald very
publicly last week, and very
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clearly, that the reason why the
heds are closed 1s because of
budgetary cuts and because of the
restraints and Lthe amount of money
that each dindividual hospital has

to operate on. They have to do
this each year 1in order to come
within the budget. It is a
further strain put on the

management and the administrators
of all the hospitals. We are not
talking specifically about Lhe
Health Sciences Complex. That 1is
the problem we are trying to gel

through to the Minister of
Health. T+ is not just the Health
Sciences Complex who is

ancountering these problems in Lhe
health care system, hut 1t is
Province wide, din all the major
hospitals and in all the smaller
hospitals. Mere is no difference
from one hospital to another in
the Province.

The problem we have here is Lo got
the minister +to understand, or to
admilt: there 1s a problem lhere.
It is not caused by the
managementl; it dis not causecd by
the hospital boards; 1t 1is not
caused by the staff; it LIs caused
by the fact that these people do
not have the wmoney *to administer
and to properly run the hospital
in the best way. They certainly
know how to do the job, but the
funds are not available. Thak Ls
the problem, Mr. Speaker.

The minister himself is bthe First
person to say that they are giving
$624 million and il is not easy fo
access more money to give to the
hospitals. We understand thal,
but if he is serious about what he
is saying, why s  he allowing
numbers of beds to be taken up by
the senior cilizens or he
chronically 1ill of our Province?
In some of Lhe hospiltals around
Newfoundland, there are as high as
Lwenty-five to forty beds faken up
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and these beds cost the taxpayers
and the hospital administration a
lot of money, three  times -the
amount of money 1t would cost to
put them into a senior citizens
home . It is simple, bhasic
e@conomics.

If it cost $700 a day to keep an
individual +in hospital and it cost
$150 or $175 a day to keep a
person in a senior c¢itizens home
or dnstitution, then d1is 1t not
more economical o do thak? Would
that not save money on the health
care sysltem so we could then have
more money available to hire on
Lhe extra stafF that are needed, a
nursing assistant, a nurse, a lab
technician or, dnstead of c¢losing
forty beds 1in the Health Sciences
Centre at a particular bine, could
we possibly have to only c¢lose
twenty  beds? There would solve
some of the problems.

What the minister and the
Department of Heallth will not do
is give the people the
opportunity, Lhe Ticense, ko
construct more nursing haomes in
the Province which are S0

desperately needed. They are not
only needed by the people out in
the Province, they are needed hy
his own department to save money
for the taxpayers, to save money
on the running of the hospltals so
they can effectively get out there
and do  the Jjob they dare quite
capable of doing.

There 1is nobody in bthis hon. House
and there is nobhody in this
Province who will ever say Gthat
Lhe people working in these
inskitutions, and working 1in the
hospitals, are not capable. They
are  quite capable and  they are
more than willing. They are now
working thewmselues beyond any
human dimagination. They are bheing
hurnt  oul  hecause Lhey are so

No. 52 R2835



interested and 30
dedicated to their professions.
The Minister of Health, his
department and this government are
not recognizing that,

capable, 30

Now, whai else does the closure of
heds do? The closure of beds in
Lhe Swamer monkhs s causing &
backlog in elective surgery. The
hackloy in  Lhe Heallth Sciences
alone gqoes Dback to 1985, There
are admission  slips dated 1985
where people were ready to be
achnitted Lo hospital and arae still
not admitted. Now, this is 1988,
They have been waiting three years
to get in hospital. It is only
comnon sense, Lt 1s only logic, to
understand why.

IF there are 430 beds c¢losed this
summer and those people who did
not want, as the minister says, Lo
go in hospital in June and July,
therefore those 430 people must
want to get in in September,

October, November, or January,
whenever it 1s possible for them
to get in. For Lthe number of

people then who want to get in at
that  particular {trime, Lhe beds
again are not there. How can the
beds handle Lhat exblra backloy?
If that continues for four years,
you have a 2,000 or 3,000 backlog,
hbecause people do not choose the
1:dne o getb sick. While the
minister is trying to tell us they
may  choose the Utime to ygo into
hospital, they cannot choose when
they get sick. People get sick in
July. People get sick in
January, T s comnon sense.,

SCME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER:
Go on!

MR. EFFORD:

Now, ¢the two hon. members in the
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backbenches do not understand
anything 1like that, because they
are so taken up - ‘

MR. REID:

If you were back in Bay Roberts,
you  would serve your district
hetter.

MR. EFFORD:
A doctor
hackbenches.

i neacded i the

Mr. Speaker, this 1s the problem

we are  having. This 1s not &
joking situation. This 1is not
somelthing we can joke about. It

may be the hon. member himself
tomorrow who may have to go into a
senior citizen's home. I suggest
he is getting close ko it -

MR. REID:
I would say you should be there
now.

MR. EFFORD:

- as well as we all are. We are
all going to have to face those
rhings one of these days. That is
the situation.

I am not concerned about myself

personally today . T will be
concerned a few years down the
road, g 8 hauva to Face a

situation like this where I could
be Tying 4in  an  dngtitution For
four or five hours not able to
help myself, waiting on somebody
to come and give me the basic
essentials, to help feed me or to
give me a needle or whatever, and

the nurses cannot .do ik, Tt is
economics. That is the whole

problem. Tt dis just simple, basic
economics.

We have no more feeling For the
aged of this Province than we do
fFor anitmals in a barn! If I had
an animal 1in a barn, I would at
least go out and feed 1t when I
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get up in the morming and at Junch
time. When T would eat, I would
Feed that animal again, and fhe
same in the evening. I would
clean the stall out, as T have
done with the horses I have for
riding pleasure, Three times a
day I feed them and I clean the
stalls out, because I am concerned
about the animals.

We try to tell the people of this
Province we are concerned about
the aged when we listen to the
stories that the nurses, Lhe
nursing assistants, the doctors,
and the people who are connected

with these institutions are
Felling us palients are Lying
there for hours with no
atlLention. [t is not sensible.

We are supposed to be responsible
people!

Whekther we are the parlty in power
or the Opposition, we all have a
responsibility to make sure  that
these situations do not take
place. It is nobt a matter of who
is going to win or who is going to
Tose in politics.

Who is losing? The senior
citizens are losing.

MR. REID:

Ten times as many people wanted to
get 1in there probably ten years
ago,

MR. EFFORD:

That 1s sensible. That 1is the
reason, Mr. Speaker, we are 1in the
situation we are into.

The Minister of Health has l.o
recognize there is a problem
there. We can pass this bill here
in  the House to incorporate the
Neuwirfoundland Hospiltal Associalion
and the Newfoundland Hospital Act
together, because it L4 quite
sansible and logical to do 1t.
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Both are Mo under the
responsibility of the Minister of
Health and he has Lo live up to
the responsibility which has been
bestowed on him by the Premier of
this Province and by the
electorate of this Province to do
the job he 1is responsible to do.
It 1is not jusl & matter of saying
it on paper, passing this bill,
and forgetting it. We have to try
to this dmpress upon the Minister
of Health.

I am sure being a doctor by
profession he knows the situation
and the problens there, Probakhly
the answer 1s he cannot get his
Cabinet menbers Lo agree with him,
that more money should be put 1in
there, The priority of govermnnent
spending should be put where it is
neecded rather than on a political
basis 1like trying to put water and
Sauerage ot in somebody 's
district to gain wvotes, or trying
Lo (YA noats For a middle
distance fleet, $10 million given
out last: Thursday night in
Marystown so the member for that
district could gel re-elected,
when we have thirty-one boats that
are privately -owned, that the
people are quite capable of
operating and making a profit with
and creating Jjobs with the fish
they bring in, lying tied up Lo
the wharves with no quotas to
catch;, when we have one of the
middle distance bhoats, that the
minister was responsible faor
having, The Brandon, tied up
with no quota *o catch, vyet khe
minister goes and announces
another $10 million.

Now, the Minister of Health will
tell wus, 'We have no money, we
have to cut back, we have to bring

in restraints.’ But if we have no
money, where is the logic in doing
Lhak? The $10 milldion last

Thursday night " could build Len
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senior citizen's homes, twenty
nursing homes , twenty bhoarding
homes, probahly thirty. This 1s
what: we need. We need our
priorities in the right place. It
could keep the 430 beds bthat are
going to be closed this Summer
open so the people can get the
health care they so desperately
nead, IF we had those concerns 1in
mind, we would not be Josing the
specialists we are losing in Ehis
Province.

While the Minister of Health will
tell me again I am being an
alarnist  and creating things he
has no understanding of, the fact
is we are going t+to Jose more
specialists again this year. It
was said very c¢learly the other
night. There are two orthopedic
doctors ready now to leave the
Health Sciences Complex. Why are
they leaving? They are leaving
because of the pressures put on
them by this Minister of Health
and by his department. They
cannot do the job Lhey were
trained to do. They know they
have a responsibility to their
patients, and it has come down to
the g¢ituation now, as ong parson
told me, where they have to
actually, on a day off, go in and
try to  make arrangements with
their colleagues, on & day when
they need some rest or some
ledsure time, to go in and argue
and try to make arrangements for
the nexlb week or lwoe to try ko gek
a space in the operating room.

Now, no professional doctor or
professiaonal person can work under

Lhose kinds of strains, Mr
Speaker. That: is what the

Minister of Health is not dealing
wikh. He is trying to turn a
blind eye. I am sure the Minister
of Healkh knouws full well
everything we have brought up in
Lhis House of Assembly is correct,
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100 per cent.

I think the problem is -the
Minister of Health cannot convince
his Cabinet wvotes are not more
important.  than Lthe health care
system. They are taking the
money, Lhe Cabinel, and spending
it around because an election is
in the air. They know Lbhey are
losing and they are trying to hold
on.

MR. YOQUNG:
Nol true.

MR. EFFORD:

Not true! The Ministenr of
Consuner Affairs ancl

Communications 1s gone. Make no

mistake about thail

MR, YOUNG:
I will have a bigger party than
you,

MR. EFFORD:

I can tell the Minister of
Consumner nfFalirs and
Communications he will not be in
this House of nNssembly after the
next election as an Oppositiaon
imember . He will not be here.

SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. YOUNG:
That is my decision.

The people of Harhour Grace
district have decided Lhakt long
hefore today, not the member for
Porit de Grave, although he will
help to ensure 1it. The people of
Fhat  district have decided Gthat.
They know now where the people of
this Province 1is sebting with this
government They know  who is
responsible. Mr. Speaker, we, on
this side -

MR. EFFORD:
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AN HON. MEMBFR:
You are not a shoe-in yourself.

MR. YOUNG:
You have the nomination and ithat
is all. You are (inaudible).

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, T must
ask the Minister of Health -

MR. YOUNG:
I will have more than 73 at my
party.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, this d4s a serious
situation we are facing within
this Province. The problems being
faced by the staff of the Health
Sciences Complex, St. Clare's, the
Grace, and olher hospitals, are
not to be taken lightly.

We have to ask the Minister of
Heal lh, as T Al in  Queslion
Period today, +to please Jisten to
those people, al Jeast give ihem
{he time so he can sit down and
hear Lhe concerns they expressed
the other night. While he accused
it of being a union meeting or
whatever, give them the benefit of
Fhe doubt., Listen o Eha
concerns. It is better to do that
since if we showed them thak we
are concerned and that we are
listening, ak Teast the morale of
the workers will increase a
percentage point. Nhat 1in itself,
Mr. Speaker, would d1mprove the
health care sys ke in this
Province.

That 1is what we are asking the
Minister of Health to do hecause
Lhe morale of those people is
going down to an all tiwme low and
it ds not necessary for that to
happen. They need someone t.o
listen to them, to  hear their
Frustrations.
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Thaey are not asking For dollars
for their wages, they are not
asking For hetter working
conditions, a desk in their office
or better meals 1in the cafeteria
or better working conditions, they
are asking For the opportunity to
be able to provide to the patients
who comes dinto their hospitals for
a decent form of health care which
they so desperately need.

Mr. Speaker, that dis what we want
the Minister of Health to listean
to.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):

Belfoire recognizing the hon. lhe
member for Gander, I would like to
intform  all  mambers of Lhe Late
Show this afternoon. We have one
gquesiion, TL is direcked to the
hon. the Minister of Municipal
AT fairs from +the hon. Lhe member
for Twillingate, not satisfied
with the answer given Lo a
question asked din the Question
Paeriod today.

The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I am very happy to participate in
this particular debate. As For
the bill before us combining the
Fact that the nursing homes in the
Province have now come under the
Department of Health, rather Lthan
the Department of Social Services,
and the change to reflect that
reality, of course, we support
Lhat change.

[ would however 1like to Lalk, Mr.
Speaker, through you to the
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Minister of Health (Dr. Collins)
concerning my concerns about the
health care system in the
Province. I am not going Lo bhe a
long time.

First of a&ll, what we are talking
about here is a system which 1s
absolutely essential. It 1is a
system which deals wilth the people
in our society who are elderly in
terms of the nursing homes aspect
and also hospitals. Hospitals
handla a lob of the elderly people
who cannot look oul to
Lhemselves., T is concerned wibth
the people in the society who are

sicl and need care. T s not
like some of the other

departments, and T could use LUlhe
Department of Municipal Affairs,
For an example. IF a road does
not get repaired this year and it
gets repaired nexit year, then it
is no big deal. But when you are
talking about: Lhe health care
system you are talking about
something totally different.

People are desperately In need and
when they are in need they are in
need now and they are 1in need
totally. So you are talking about
a different creature altogekher
than the other line departments, I

would like Lo say 0 Lhe
minister. I am sure that he

appreciates that or should.

You would expeclt because of lthat
the health system would be looked

upon diflferently Fiam other
departments of government because
of tLhe absolute necessivy or

having this health care system in
place For Lhe people in Lhe
Province who need health services.

In Jooking at what has happened in
the health care system, you bhegin
to wonder., You would assume
decisions would be wmade on the
hasis of the need. If the need is
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there, it will be taken care of.
You would assume that would be the

basis on which decisions -are
macde . Oon c¢loser examination we
find this dis not the basis on
which decisions are made .

Unfortunately, too many of the
decisions are subject to Cabinet
approval and are subject Lo
Cabinel pressures.

Some examples of what T mean, Mr.
Speaker: I am sure the minister
from Rurin Placentia West (Mr.
Tobin) will appreciate one of the
examples T am going to use. When
the new hospitals were built in
+his Province, there was & brand
new hospital built in Burin. The
present Minister of Social
Services, that 1is his district, I
am  sure was very pleased this
hospital would be built in Burin.

There was alsoc a hospital built in
Clarenville, the present Minister
of Municipal Affairs (Mr. Brett)
district, and I am sure that he
was very happy and pleased the
hospital Was built in
Clarenville. They were supposed
ro be regional hospitals serving a
region.

In the case of Clarenville, a
couple of other existing hospitals
were closed down because they were
close to Clarenuille and the major
service could be provided through
the brand new Clarenville Hospital
and would could leave clinics in

tha  obher areas. This was Lhe
hasis of a decision made by the
Minister of Haealth. He explained
it convincingly . He did not

convince ILhe people 1in  Come by
Chance, mwind you that it should
have happened, bult he used very
logical arguments to explain what
happen Lo Lhe hospital in
Clarenville.

The hospital din Burin however was

No. b2 R2840



a different kettle of fish. The
o hospitals which are very close
to Burin remained open, Even
though Lhere was an announceamantl
that the same thing would happen
that had happened to Clarenuille,
the hospitals remained open. The
reason  given was there was a
demonstrated need.

I would say to you, Mr., Speaker,
the two cases are very similar,
If the two hospitals close to the
Burin hospital were keplk opened,
if these two were kept open then I
would suggest thakt perhaps Lthe
Come by Chance hospital -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. BAKER:
Did the minister have a few words
to say?

MR. TOBTN:

What have you got: against
(inaudible) 1in Grand Bank? Malt

is what I asked you,

MR. RAKER:

Okay, T would ask the intemparate
minister with the low boiling
point Lo please Jlisten +to what T
have to say hecause I am not

stiggesting that, Mhe minister
lislens with half an ear, I

helieve like wmyself Lhat is all he
has left.

It would seem to me that 1f Lhe
logic that applied to the Burin
Peninsula, if  that were sound,
then it should have also applied
to the Clarenville situation.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. RBAKER:

Tt is  wvery similar, But, M,
Speaker, there is a difference in
those bLwo cases, you know. The
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difference dis in the political
colour of the districts -involved.
That 1is the difference, pure -and
simpTle.

The political colour changed now
that the member from Bellevue (M1,
Callan) crossed the floor. Maybe
this d1s one of the reasons why he
crossed the floor, The political
colour changed, but at the time
when +the decision was made, there
Wwas a difference in political
colour,

T would say this indication, I am
not saying that that was the
basis, but that is what it would
seem to me because that dis the
only difference in the two cases.
This dindication to me, 4if 4t is
Lrue, is shocking.

)

We have come to accept In  Lbhis
Province, believe it or not, the
peaple out  there have c¢ome Lo
accept the fact that water and
sewer money and  roads  moeney Qs

delivered politically. That has
beon a {act ol  1ife din bhis

Province for a numbher of years,
As  a malbbtor of ract, there s a
member of the House Nnow who

campaigned on Lhat idea in &
by-election. So it has bhecome an
accaptad praclhice of Fhis
governmant to give out Lhese

monies politically, by and large.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Not true.

MR. BAKER:

However, Mr., Speaker, I am sure
Lhat you will understand that 1if
it does go to the health care
system, then that is something
that dis beyond understanding and
bheyond helief. he  health care
system, like the justice system din
Lhis Province, should be totally
free from political influence,
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I will c¢ite anokher case for the
minister which I c¢ited to him
recently in a letter, and it bears
repeating, the situation that
exists 1in the Gander and Grand
Falls hospitals.

I wholeheartedly support work
heing done on the Grand Falls
hospital. I know for a number of
years work was needed there and T
believe that were work is needed
to be done, it should be done. T
remember there was a Cabinet
minister  who resigned sver the
Fact that work was not done in the

preyious administration, the
Moores administration. Work

needed Lo be donea.

But, ™Mr. Speaker, what work and
for what reason? That 1is the
problem I have. What work and for
what reason? There is $20 million
being spent 1in Grand Falls now.
Part of Lhat money, a fair portion
of it, 1s to be used to improve
and add to the operating room

Facilities. Now, the member for
Burin - Placentia West (Mr. Tobin)

might say, 'That is fine. MWe need
good operating room facilities'
and T agree uri th htm
wholeheartedly.

However, if you compare the Grand
Falls hospital with Lhe Gander
hospital, in Grand Falls there are
three specialists using he
operating rooms, three, using what
is going to be at the end of the
Summer five operating rooms. Now,
on the surface tbthere ds nolhing
wrorg  with that I say to the
minister bacause fthis neans Uthab
operating rooms can bhe gotten
ready while others are in use and
you can speed up the process and a
surgeon can run a rather efficient
operation, where there are three
specialists and five operating
rooms . That is good, but it is
Cadillac.
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MR. TOBTIN:
So you are against that.

MR. BAKER:

However, here is what I am
against. I am in favour of the
hest possible system that we can
develop however here is what I am

againsl: In Gander, there are
eleven specialists. Now, I am not
counting anesthetists. I am just

counting the others.

MR. TOBIN:
he paople From
(inaudible).

Windsor

MR. BAKER:

There are eleven specialists and
the people from Windsor have to go
to  Grand ¥Falls to avail of the
services in Gander, so they want
to see Ehe Gander Mospital
improved. You have eleven
specialists using Ethree operabting
rFoOOmS .

Now, what is the difference, Mr.
Speaker? If the object of the
exercise, of the spending of
health money, is to bring a
service to where it should be,
then it is obuious to everybody in
this Province the operating rooms
- and the minister knows there are
many other problems with the
operating area in Gander Ebhat I
could go into but it would take an
hour or so Lo explain. If the
money were to be spent Lo dmprove
the operalting facilities in Lhe
hospitals in the Province, where
you would dmprove the operating
rooms would be in Gander. That is
whaere you would do At You would
make sure the other hospitals had
adequabte operabing areas as well
but, my heavens, how can you
justily such A tramendous
difference?

I would say +to you again, Mr,
Speaker, Lo Lhe Minister of
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Health, through you, the big
difference in those two cases 1is
in the political colour of the
districts, That is the only
thing I can come back to. I want
an explanation. n my own mind, I
need to get settled away. I need
an explanation. That is t+he only
explanation I can settle in my own
mind. Tt seems Lo he operating in
this case.

So I would say to the Minister of
Health, through you, Mr. Speakaer,
that if money in the medical
system din this Province is being
used politically, then it 1is one
of the most shameful things that
can be done. I would really 1like
an explanation of the examples
that I pointed out. There are
many more that I could use. But
these are the +two of the more
obvious ones, I would 1like an
explanation.

I would like the minister ko
convince me that it dis not being
done that way, that the health
care system 1is not being subjected
Lo Cabinel pressures, 1s not being
subjected +to ministers insisting
politically that something he done
with the health care system in
their district. I want to be sure
that does not happen, that a
minister cannot put  pressure  on
Cabinet and, therefore, change an
expenditure in the Heallth
Department. I would like an
explanation From the minister.

I would like +o also point out to
the Minister of Health that the

closedown of heds has been
particularly hard on the Gander
hospital. There are 157  beds,

plus six day surgery beds. That
is 163 beds in ‘total. Fifty-six
of them have had to be closed.
One-~-third of the heds in Lhe
hospital bhave had ¢to be closed.
Now, the reason they have had to
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be closed dis because of financial
constraints.

30 not only is Lhe proper
attention not being paid to tLhe
operating area 1in the hospital in
Gander, but the heds are being
closad, so Lthat, T suppose, iF
they had ten operating rooms,
where would you put the patients?
It is due to fiscal or financial
restrainl, a lack of money. Save
money and close down fifty-seven
beds .

Fleven surgeons want to work .
They want to do more +than the
absolute emergency work they are
now forced to handle, operating
with three rooms, one of which
will have to be closed down for
regularly scheduled cases if there
happens to be an emergency case.
Mr. Speaker, 1t 1is beyond belief
what dis happening din the health
care system in this Province,

I would say to the minister it has
not all happened since he Look
over the department, as I jokingly
sald te him one day 1in front of
Confederation Building. It  has
noi: all happened overnight. It is
something which has developed over
the years.,

I think there s a responsibility
to ensure: Number one, adequate
heds aAre available in our
hospitals; numper  two, adequate
personnel are provided to handle
the beds; and number three, the
money in the heallth care system of
this Province dis not doled out
simply on a political basis, but
all expenditures are done on the
basis of demonstrated need in
whichever hospital money is
spent.

Demonstrated need, Mr. Speaker, i«

the only way to give out money 1in
the health care system.
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Just a Few comments with regard to
this particular piece of
legislation, An Act Respechting The
Newfoundland Hospital And Nursing
Home Associabion. After receiving
a copy of the legislation in the
House here, we had a chance to
talk to individuals involved in
Lhe heall:h care system,
specifically our contacts din 1it,
which are primarily Uthrongh lLhe
trade unions involved. I ust
tell i:he Minister of Health,
because he has obviously heen
having a hard Lime lately, that
this happens to bhe an initative we
suppori:, and that we Ffind has a
tremendous amount of support among
those who actually work 1in bkhe
institutions themselves.

The reason for that, Mr. Speaker,

is that this establishes the
Newfoundland Hospital and Nursing
Home Association. It is our
impression that some of the
nursing homes, especially the
private nursing homes, were
interested in setting up a
separate association, one that
would be remov acl From lhe
hospitals themselves. From +this
perspective, Mr . Speaker, you

would end up with two employer
groups involved in the health care
system of the Prouvince. $ince the
Nursing Home Associdation, perhaps,
would not have the history of
unionizakion Ehat the Hospital
Association had and so on, there
was a Fear that  two levels of
employment standards would be
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astablished in the system and, if
that were to occur, then
individuals who worked In certain
institutions would he at a
disadvantage compared to others.

If you 1look under Section 4, you
will see what the objectives of
the association are, and section
() SAaYSs, 'to negotiate and
provide labour relations services
on behalfF of members on request.'
If you go on further and look at
the powers, by-law number 9 says,
"The association may make by-laws
not  inconsistent with Lhis Act
providing for the entering into of
agreements and conkracts by the
association with any person' and
so  on. So ik is @& collective
hargaining group. By being ane
collective bhargaining group, il is
our feeling that it will be &
hetler situation For the bthousands
of people who work in the health
care system 1in Lhe Province.

S0, since Uthe Minister of Health
has been receiving a lot of
negative criticism of his
department, actions which we
subscribe +o quite considerably,
we thought we would at least tell
him that +this dinitiative 1is one
that we can support. We see it
as a positive move, and one,
hopefully, that will make sure
that the working conditions of
people in nursing homes is at the
same level, the same standard as
that 1in the hospitals and other
institulions which haye been
involued for a period of time.

By way of other comments that we
could make on  the health care
system, I would just like to make
one general observation on it,
hecause I, along with a 1lot of
members of the puablic and the
of ficial Opposition and others,
are somewhat disconcerted by Lthe
attitude of the present Minister
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of Health. The previous Minister
of Health, whenever he was asked a
question about bed closures or
shortages or somekhing, would gel
up and say, 'We know we are not
perfect. We know We have
problems. We are working on the
problems. We accepl the fact ithat
it d1s not the iddeal situation yet,

but wae are hoping Lo make
improvements and so on.' Quite

Frankly, il was very oifficull at
that point to  argue with the
Minister of lealtih under {hose
circumstances ., Rut the present
Minister of Health does not have
that degree of candor, I would
suggest, and it 1s because he does
not exercise that degree of candor
that we find his answers o]
infuriating.

I +think dif you talk +to people
involued with the John Howard
Society and pecople who are
involued with rehabilitating human
beings, they will tell you that
the first step In rehabilitakting a
person 1s to have them recognize
that they are not perfect and
recognize the faults they have to
work on.

The Minister of Health's fault s
that he does not recognize that
the heallh care system has fanlts
and, therefore, not being abhle to
recognize Lhem il is yery
difficult to get any feeling of
confidence on our part that these
things will be addressed and that
they will improve 1in the Ffuture.
In thalt respect, I am disappointed
that the Minister of Health does
not have the degree of candor the
previous Minister of Heallth had.

The problem as 1 see it, Mr,
Speaker, goes back to the freeze
on budgets, placed by Ehis
government on the major
institutions, especially in the
St. John's area, for a three-year
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period of time.

When that occurred, we ended- up
with & situation where you had the
costs of a hospital's operations
increasing; the cost of supplies

increasing, salaries would
increase, Lhe cost  of wvirtually
everything that went into

providing & high quality healkh
care system would dncrease. When
youtr budget is frozen, you are in
a position whereby the only way Lo
make the budgelt halance is to cut
out some of the units that you
have, and thereby we ended up with
& series of bed closures, wards
being c¢losed, people belng laid
off, to the degree that we ended
up with the budgets being balanced
but with a health care system,
aspecially here 1n St John's,
which was not able to meet the
needs that were placed on it.

Because at the same time as we c¢ut
back on the heds and the other
things thalt were here, we ended up
going into a much more complicated
heallh care syslam, one that
required more sophisticated
equipmant:, required a lok more
testing, and, to a large extent,
governmenl. established a policy
that the work would be done at
major centres like St John's,
like Corner Brook, like Grand
Falls and Gander, and a few others
which had reasonably equipped
hospitals.

As a result, we have seen a
change. Instead of the cottage
hospitals and the sinaller

hospitals being able to handle the
treatment, the mandate was passed
up the 1line, so to speak. So
while we had smaller hospitals
shrinking because of bed closures
and ward closures and layoffs, we
also had an increase demand on
Lheir facilities because of the
way in which we are delivering the
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health system. These two things
came btogelher, and I would suggest
that is the reason you are getting
the degree of frustration out of
the people who actually have to
deliver this health care on the
wards themselves, and it 1s that
area Lhat I would hope this
government would address.

Just by way of giving numbers,
back in 1982 or so, bhefore the
freezes occurred, there were 1,200
amployees at the Health Sciences
Complex who worked in what 1is
called the hospital suppori dgroup,
and in Versa Services, which are

the people who provided the
catering services. These 1,200

people, Mr. Speaker, over the last
five years, have bheen cut again
and again so lhat they are now
down to 900 people. There are 300
missing, and these 300 clearly are
the ones who should be there to
operale Lhe wards which have bheen
closed, and in order to give some
dagree of backup Lo the people who
are delivering the health care
system,

My suggestion Lo Lthe minister 1s
that we have to replace them, we
have to Ffind the extra money to
put the extra staff back in
place. Because if we do not, we
are 1in a position where we will
not be able +to offer high quality
health care.

This year we saw longer waiting
lists than we ever had before. We
saw numbers of people going into
hospital, being prepared for their
operations, and being told at the
last minute, 'I am sorry. A bed
has not been vacated. We  cannol
put you through, because we have
nowhere dn +the recovery unit to
put you . ' This situation has
hecome worse. The people who are,
perhaps, as frustrated as anybody
are the ones who have o deliver
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the health care. In a sense, that
is what they were saying sceveral
nights ago when they decided- to
hold a meeting abt which they could
express their frustrations.

Mr. Speaker, having said that, I
would suggest to the minister that
he and his government have to
start paying back the resources
that were essentially taken from
these Institutlions over the last
number of years, Ry doing that,
maybe we will be able to get
ourselues back into a good health
care systaom,

The final comment, Mr. Speaker, is
just to reiterate what I said at
Fhe heginning. Ri11l 20 we have no
complaints with at all. As a
matter of Fact, we see it as a
progressive move whereby there
will be one employer in the health
care field and, therefore, the
working conditions For dndividuals
- nursing assistants,
housekeeping, dietary, nurses, and
everybody else - will hopefully be
on par right across khe country,
in all our institutions, and that,
quite frankly, dis a progressive
thing to have happen. With that,
Mr, Speaker, T will sit down and
let the minister address it.

MR. SPEAKER:
Tf the minister speaks now, he
will close the debate.

he hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I thank hon. members
for {their comnents. T will bry to
go through them as quickly as I
can.

The hon. member For Port de Grave
commented on budget savings

fhrough bhed closureaes. T think we
have heen over that gquite a bit.
1 think e have a goid
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understanding of the matter. I
want to make two points: Firstly,
no one prefers bed c¢losures over
bed openings. If all the beds in
the hospitals could be kept open,
that would bhe great, certainly
From our point of view. However,
if you have a responsible attitude
towards  budgel:  keeping and you
have a Jower pressure on your
Facility at certain times of Lhe
year, +that 1is the time when you
want. to try to close a few beds

and let. people take their
vacations, and, perhaps, decrease
your elective admissions and

otirself to urgent and
eniergency cases. And that is what
is happening. s I have saild a
number of times in this House, it
ts nolt only a Dbudgetary {hing.
There are some difficulties 1in
nurse staffing not related ko
budgets, but related to the
availability of particular types
of nurses.

confine

The hon. member also made the
statement that all hospitals are
doing the same thing. That 1s not
quite the case. There are about
eight of the thirty-one hospitals
which need to c¢lose a Few beds iIn
the Summertime. Most of the
smaller hospitals, which have
quite a low accupancy rate in many
cases, they do nolt need to c¢lose
the bheds, or, shall we say, the
pressure on them is not such bthal:
they need to close beds.

He commented on the chronic
patient occupying some hospital
beds and that is true. It 1is a
problem. But T do not think there
is a great amount of savings
Lhere. Baecause, 1n actual Ffact,
what 1is happening ds that some
hospital beds are being used for
chronic care Dbut they are not
demanding Lhe same amountk of
attention and funding and so on
and so Forth that a very acute bed
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needs . So if we Just designated
some of the hospitals as chronic
care beds that would seem alright,
but there really would not be any
change in fundding.

Just as an example, T would like
to bring the hon. member's
attenlkion the fact Cthat we brought
into play, a number of years ago,
the St. John's Home Care Plan, and
the sort of thought at the
heginning was Lhis would decrease
hospital bhed costs. In actual
fact, 1t increased them. Bacause
youl had more acute patients
Filling up the hospitals, and the
lesser acute ones, and therefore
demanding less fTunding, were beling
discharged early.

Mr. Speaker, I do have to take
serious objectlon to any
suggestion that there is poor care
given in hospitals. Granted the
hospital workers require a lot of
dedicated activity and a 1lot of
dedicated attention in their
work., I suppose it is only
expected to come out in debate,
thal. you hear all the negative
things. There are so many good
things bheing done by hospital
workers that it is fantastic.

With the amount of nursing care

that is  given, the amount  of
callback that is done guite
willingly and quite expertly, the

amount of meticulous attention
given Lo Leskts and so on and so
forth, I would not like the
impression to gel around that our
hospital workers are not pulling
Eheir weight. They are!

Mr. Speaker, what dJdo you say on
the economic side of the thing?
We have increased our budget this
vear by over 6 per cent; we have
more than doubled the amount of
money given din the health care
system since this adminisétration
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came inlko office. Tn actual Fact,
the pressures in terms of numbers
of admissions on hospital beds has
Jevelled off in the Jlast three or
four years.

In regard to the the mewber for
Gander, I am afraid I will have to

make just one comment. e 1s a
bhit worried that politics is

coming into health care. I would
like to assure him that is not the
case, and I would like to prove to
him that is not the case. I have
a major hospital iIn my districk,
the Grace General Hospital. I was
in charge, if  anyone was in
charge, I suppose, of the purse
strings of this Province for nine
years, and that was the one
haospital that did not geb any
major funding during that period.
I say to the Salvation Army that
they have been very, very patient
in wailling their Llurn. lLalerally
they got @ bit impatient, and I do
net: blame Lthem, bul  thalt ds an
index of the lack of political

inpul into these decisions.

On the Gander/Grand Falls one T
understand where the hon. member
is coming Ffrom on that, but I
would like for him +to take a
historic view. For  many  years
Gander got a lot of attention and,
as he salid himselF, Lhe  Grand
Falls hospital slipped a bit
behind. Neow Grand Falls is
getting a bhit of attention, and so
on and so forth, fhere is only so
much money, and you have to give
so much to one institution during
one period, and then give money to
anokher institution in another
period. He suggested that perhaps
Lhe health care system gobt inko
trouble since I became Minister of

Health. T will nok be unkind to
him and say that dinterest rates
and the stockmarkekb crash  came
about since he has heean the
Finance critic. I will not say
| 2818 June 9, 1988 Vol XL

Ehal .

The member For Menihek says he -has
given up on me. He says I am
incorrigible and Lthere s nothing
he can do. All I can say to that
18 my predecessor  wWas such @&
worthy, worthy gentleman 1in every
possible Lerm you want Lto use,
that no one could follow that
act., All T can say is that I hope
as time goes on, he will find that
Lhe health care systein is getting
along alright, despite my having
something to do with 1k,

With those few words [ thank hon.
memhers for their general support
For +his bill and I move second
reading.

on motion, a hill, "An Act
Respecting The Newfoundland
Hospital And Nursing Home
Associabion," read a scecond tiwme,
ordered referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on tomorrow.
(R1i11 No. 20)

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

[t dis now four-thirty. r will
call on the hon. membher for
Twillingale.

MR. W. CARTER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, first of all let me
tell this House and the  hon.
Minister of Municipal Affairs that
both he and his predecessor have
bheen made aware now, on a number
of occasions, of the desperate
need for proper water and sewer
facilities in  the community of
Summerford. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
no later than May 13 [ spoke in
this House at length on Lhe
Lerrible, life -threatening
conditions that exist in the
comnunity of Suwmmerford, where raw
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sewage 1is present in the roadside
ditches. I very graphically
described conditions in
Summerford, and in other towns in
Twillingate district where similar
conditions exist.

T can recall at least Lhree
separate occasions in the past two
or {hree months when T personally,
and privately I might add, and
confidentally, discussed the

problem with the minister.
Indeed, I am sure the minister is
aware that just hefore he

announced his 1988 capital works
program, I sent him a handwritten
note asking lim Lo consider
Summerford din his 1988-89 water
and sewer bhudget .

The minister, of coursae, My,
Speaker, 15 also aware that the
mayor and councillors of

Summerford visited the minister's
office shortly before budget time,
at which time they again made &
very strong presentation to the

minister on behalf of their
comnunity. Yesterday, Mr .
Speaker, the mayor and the
councillors of Summnerford, in

total frustration, resigned en
masse; they threw +4in the towel.
Mr. Speaker, in Summerford we had
a good council, a very responsible
council. I think the minister and
his predecessor will have Lo say
that. The mayor is an outstanding
man, in the person of Mr. Harvey

Rulgin, who has served his
comnunity, and served it well, for
the pastl seventeen years. Mr .
Bulgin is one of Lhe wmost highly
respected and mos L credible
people, T sUppose, on the

Northeast Coast of this Province.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bulgin just did
not resign For the sake of
resigning, or to grab a temporary
headline in the Lewisporte Pilot
or 1in The Evening Telegram, Mr.
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Bulgin and his council resigned
because they could not take
anymore of this political pork
barrelling and discrimination that
is meted out hy this govermment as
it affects their town.

Mr. Speaker, we can play around
with figures all we 1like, and we
can get up and pontificate all we
like, but I think 41t 1s pretty

ohviocus NG to inost
Newfoundlanders that the minister
and nis praedecessor, with Lhe
concurreance of his Cabinet

colleagues, are playing a very
sinister game and are guilty of
polilical chicanery. What 1is even
worse, Mr. Speaker, 1is they are
playing a Form of Russian Roulelle
with the health and safety of Lhe
hundreds of people who live in
Summerford, and others, of course,
who live 1in other comnunities in
my district and in other districts
around the Prouvince.

Mr. Speaker, I say tUthe minister
should he ashamed of himself .
They are not worthy of the trust
the people of our Province have
bestowed 1in them. And T say, Mr.
Speaker, and I suppose it will he
of some consolation to the people
of Summerford, thank God the
nightmare will soon be over and
Lhe people of Summerford, and
comminities such as  Summerford,
will then get Jjustice, and they
will see lthe real benefits, Mr.
Speaker, of democracy, which is
sametining this governneank has
denied them,

Mr. Speaker, I should remind the
minister ancd Lhe House that in
summerford there are men who have
Fouyght For democracy, and
Summerford people died For
damocracy.

MR. TOBIN:
(Inaudible).

No. 52 R2849



MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, hon. wmembers opposite
might not be taking my speech too
seriously, or the matbter T am
discussing, especially the member
For Burin Placentia Wesi.

MR. TOBLIN:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the haon. the
Minister of Social Services.

MR. W. CARTER:
He 1s wasting my time.

MR. TOBTIN:

Mr. Speaker, I take what the hon.
gentleman is say ing veary
seriously, and I take what the
people of my constituency say very
seriously. I got money for my
district because T went Lo the
minister's office several times
looking for . He never showed
up once.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, that dis not a point
of order. The Eruth ds, he is
killing my Lime.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There is no point of order.

MR. TOBTIN:
That 1is true.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I repeat, memhers
opposite might not be taking too
seriously this very serious and
grave problem, so let them laugh
and carry on. I will tell yvou now
that for kthe people of Summerford
it is a very real problem, and it

is In  their behalf that T wmake

this presentation here today.
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I would ask the minister, Mr.
Speaker, to reconsider and to make
Funds available to the communrity
of Summerford so Lhese people can
get rid of the raw sewage on the
sides of Lhe roads and live in
safety and in comfort and in
dignity. That b4s  something Lthey
are not able to do now with the
conditions Lhat currently exists
in that community.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.,

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, this sinister game
the hon. member for Twillingate
refers to 1is the same game he
played when he sat over here for
many years. T would suggest, Mr.
Speaker, and I say this with all
sincerity, Ehat he was belkbter at
that sinisler game than anybody in
1:his House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, near!

MR. MORGAN:

He is a good politician.

MR. TOB(N:

And he is playing politics now.

MR. W, CARTER:

At least I never had to resign
(inaudible) .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. TOBIN:

Now we are seeing 1it. Now we are

seeing 1t

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. TOBIN:
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Now we are seeing the real

Opposition.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Spurting his slurs again.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BRETT:

Mir. Speaker, I am disappointed the
hon. nember said that, because T
do not think I have heen known, in
the last sauaentean years, as
somebody who stood up here and
went  aflter anybody in  character
assassination or personal attack,

or that sort of thing.

I made a very grave eérror, Mr,
Speaker, din my political career
and I paid very dearly for i,
Financially, psychologically, and
morally. My family suffered for
it, and I paid very, very dearly
for it. T wish the hon. gentleman
had not said +that, but I will
Forget he did it and go on with
the few words I have to say. It
is unbecoming of the hon. member,
really, to get on with stuff 1like
that .

The hon. member 1Ls right when he
says he has made representation on

behalf of his district. That 1is
Erue, Mr. Speaker, He has done

thal from time +o Lime. He never
was in my office, and that is
exactly what ( satid.

MR. TOBIN:
What? What?

MR. RBRETT:

He has made representalbion to me
verbally. T cannot remember if he
ever wrote me or not, bhut he has
made representation verbally. He
did not see fit +o accompany any
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of the councils from his district
to my office, as other wmembers in
the Opposition did from time- to
time,

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that I can
understand the Frustrations of
Summerford as I can understand the
frustrations of Windsor, or
Millertown, or Shoal Harhour in my

Oln diskrict, and mary okbher
places around the Province. I

just now mel: a council From the
district of Fogo, and the hon.

mermier Was there during the
meeting. And they are vaery

Frustrated, Mr. Speaker. IF they
had & wmere $25,000, they could
hook wup fifteen or twenty houses.
They did not get it, and they are

very frustrated, I hope they do
not resign. I do not think in

this 1iFfe, those of us who are in
politics, I think we learn that we
are’ not going Lo solue a problem

by running away from 1t. I
believe +hat 1is what Lthe council
in Summerford is doing. I

recognize the mayor as a very hon.
gentleman, and I am really sorry

that he saw fit to resign. I wish
that he would hang on. Perhaps

next year there will he more money
or whatever, for whatever reason.
Maybe next year the hon. gentleman
and his council will get some
money to do  the water and sewer
work that needs to be done.

I said earlier this afternoon that
Summerford is not Lthe only place
in Newfoundland which has serious

problens . l'heire mighl be sewage
coming up Uthrough tUthe ground. I
do nob know. T did not see Iit,

But there are so few exceptions Lo
Lhe nunber of  councils in Fhe
Province that are not having
serious problems. I can name you
maybe a half a dozen councils that
are broke because they cannot
afford the services they got,
MMere are a number of councils in
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the Province that have sewage
treatment plants and the town is
broke because bthey cannok afford
to operate these plants; they
probably should never have beaen
installed in the first place.

There are a lot of problems, Mr.
Speaker, in our syslem. We have
half the population of Nova
Scotia; thay have sixty or seventy
town councils or whatever they
¢call &them up Lthere - counties
and here we are with 314
municipalities, town councils and
150-0dd local service districts.
So we have many, many problems.
A1l I can say to the hon. member
is, the comnunities in his
district which did not get
funding, they are going to have to
bhe patient. Mr. Speaker, that is
all I c¢an say, and I hope that
next year they will be included
when the money Is shared out.

Before I sit down, Mr. Speaker, I
want to repeal I am really sorry
the hon. member brought up the
matter he did, because T think it
is beneath his dignity. Anvyway,
sobeil.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, a point of order.

MR. SPFAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
member For Twillingate,

MR. W. CARTER:
I apologize to the hon. member.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:

It was 1improper. T am gravely
sorry for saying it. I should not
have sald it. But [ would expect
him to, Mr. Speaker - it 1is not
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMELY

HOW MANY POSITIONS WERE FILLED IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
DURING 19872

724 positions were filled by the Public Service Cammission
during 1987.

HOW MANY WERE FILLED BY INTERNAL COMPETTTION?

484 were filled by internal campetition.

HOW MANY POSITIONS WHICH WERE ADVERTISED FOR OPEN COMPETTTION
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FILLED BY INDIVIDUALS FROM WITHIN THE CIVIL
SERVICE? HOW DOES THIS COMPARE WITH THE NUMBER FROM THE
PREVIOUS YEAR 1986-19872

36 positions which were advertised publicly were filled by
individuals fram within the Public Service in 1987-1988.

56 positions which were advertised publicly were filled by
individuals fram within the Public Service in 1986-1987.
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