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The House met at 3:00 p.m,

MR. SPFAKFR (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. RIDEOQUT:
MIr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr . Speaker, as members will
recall on April 18, 1988, I made a
statement to this House on the
lobhster fishery. This statement
made reference to the fact that
under the Fish Inspection Act, all
lobsters buyers, as a condition of
their licence, are required to pay
fishermen 70 per cent of the price
received for Newfoundland lobster
in the Boston market. Today I
wish +to confirm to the House that
this condition 1is presently in
effFect.,

Although this pricing system has
been utilized by Lhe Tobstar
industry since 1984, the market
sikuation Lhis year is nol  as
strong as previous years and
consequnenlkly, buyers, 1in order Lo
conduct a viable operation under
this criteria, are required ko
"fFine tune" operations to meet the

70 per cent regquiremnent and
realize profitable returns.

Accordingly, I have decided Lo
schedule the weekly price
announcements to more adequately
conincide with the selling date in
the u.s. marketplace. For
example, Mr. Speaker, my previous
schedule +indicated that the price
announced each Friday would apply
retroactively to the previous
weeks purchases. However, thesea
announced prices more adequately
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apply to the period two weeks
previous, since it frequently
takes anywhere from 10 to 14 days
From the time of purchase from the
fishermen for the lobster to reach
Fhe actual market +in  tkhe Uniked
States,

I have attached a revised schedule
For the ralease of Tlobster prices
for the remainder of the season -
it is hara in the statement.
Beginning on 20 May, which is next
Friday, there will e another
price announcement applying to the
week of May 1 to May 7, and so on
down through to the end of the
geason,

The price I announced last week,
on May 6, 1988 ($2.65/1b) applies
for the period April 20 to April
30. Further prices to fishermen
will depend on the market and will
be announced as per the schedule

that I have just refarred to.
Buyers will be required, of
course, o meat the announced

prices retroactively for the
period the announcement covers.

In order to revert to this price
schedule, my next price
announcement will be next Friday,
May 20, applicable for the period
May 1 ko 7. Furthermnore, to

ensure thak all parties are aware
of the weekly prices, I will be
telexing the buyars and
Fishermen's Union, in addition to
media announcements., In order Lo

ensure that buyers are included on
Lhis telex T1ist they can contact
our licencing division or any
Field office of the Department of
Fisheries.

Mr. Speaker, this adjustment is in
accordance with the principle that
the fishermen receive 70 per cent
of the market value. This timing

schedule will more adequately
reflect this principle Lo
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accommodate the industry
(fishermen and buvers) in general.

Although this concition of
licencing has provided pricing

guidelines for lobster fishermen
over the past few years, I look
Forward to 1989, when such a
condition, under the Fish
Inspection Ack, d1s not required
and 1s replaced with the regular
industry pricing mechanism through
collective bargaining between the
union and buyers. I have every
indication that this action will
take place for the 1989 season,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J., CARTER:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon . the member for
Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr . Speaker, I realize the
importance of clarifying the

situation with respect to the
Boston blue sheet price and the 70
per c¢ent amounts that have been
stated by the minister, because a
number of lobster buyers have
indicated some confusion as to
what period, for example, applies
and all that sort of thing. My
colleague for Stephenville has
brought to my attention the fact
that a number of buyers 1in his
area have expressed concern that
they are nolk sure as ko what
period ‘s covered and as bto what
price is being paid.

I think one of the important
Ehings that {he minister touched
on was the fact that the lobster
market this year is not as good as
it was last year. In fact, T
believe Jaslk year the price being
paid for lobster was around $3.15%
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a pound, and kthis vyear it s
$2.65. That 1is a pretty sizeable
reduction and, ofF course, the
fishaermen are the real losers.

Mr. Speaker, I am not hlaming the
minister for this. I know tUthat
this is  all contingent on Lhe
Boston market and the American
market, and so on, for lobster,
but certainly 1t points out the
need Ffor maybe taking a second
look- at the dindustry ditself, in
that, as 1is always Lhe case, when
the lobster season starts, there
i A great deal of Anterest in the
fFishery and a lot of lobster are
exported into Lhe marketplace,
and, consequently, of course, like
any olher product, when there is
an oversupply, the price drops.
That s what +ds happening in the
lobster fishery, and it 1is not
going to be a simple matter Lo
overcome .

But certainly it seems to me the

idea of hold-ing lobstaers in
holding pounds for a certain

period - T realize too there is a
limit as to how long you an hold
them ~ and then fed dinto the
market as the demand requires, we
might be in a much betlter position
to get a bhetter price and have a
more sustained price.

Tt dis very tedious. The market is
up and down, and, as 1 said, the
Fishermen are usually the losers.

T am not surprised that the
minister 1in his closing paragraph
said he Tlooked fFforward bto next
year when this condition will no
longer exist and what is now the
practice will bhe replaced by a
regular industry pricing mechanism
through collective bargaining
bhatween Lhe union and the buyers,
I think that is what has to come.
Tt is nol a healthy situation now,
for the government Lo be so highly
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involved. I think the matter of
pricing can be better dealt with
by the union and the buyers
through the regular collecting
bargaining process.

Mr . Speaker, these are a few
Lhoughts that I would Tike Lo pass
on to the minister. Mayhe
somelime he can address them and
investigate the possibhility of

providing some mechanism wharaby
Jobsters can bhe held over until
1he warket can absorb them without
a drop in price. Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, the marketing of
lobsters, 1like the marketing of
all the rest of the fish 1in our
Province, suffers, I think, from
too much of an attitude that the
Americans are the only market -in
terms of development for the
Future. T think +the Minister of
Fisheries and everybody else would
agree thalt there are a lot of

other markets that have heen
developed din {he past 1in FEurope
and in Japan, which, guite
Frankly, are A Jot more
Jucrative, So it dis, I think,
with Jlobsters as well. We are

talking about a price pegged at 70
per cent of the Boston market, yvet
I understand from Clearwater, the
fish company that does a lobt of
the lobster marketing, a lot of it
is sold in Europe now, sold in

Japan and sold in other
countries. lLet us hope thak in

the future we can develop these
markets to the extent that we do
not have to rely on the Americans.
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Because, as one person told me, if
each American eats fifteen pounds
of fish and there are 250 million
of Lthem, that c¢reates a certain
size fish market. But when the
Japanese eat one hundred pounds of
Fish and there 1s 100 million of
Ehem, {Lhat bds a market that 1is
almost twice or three times as big
as Lhe American markelb .even though
it looks smaller. And 1in places
were they spend $50 for a pound of
steak, +they are not going to be
too surprised to geb a lobster
shipped ocver by air freight, which
may  still be able Lo give us a
higher yield.

So  we support the attempt to
localize it, to stabilize the
price. We also realize it ds a
collective hargaining function,
although a very difficult one
given the vagaries of the market.
Rut we hope that in the future,
and we 1intend to make a submission
to the Senate Committee on fish
marketing which s c¢oming to the
Province next week or Lthe week
after, we will sere a development
on a world-wide basis, because I
think that is the bhast protection
we have against getting good
prices for our {ish products and
keeping the price there over the
long bterm.

SOME__HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. COLILINS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLILLINS:

Mr. Speaker, there bhas been much
discussion in the media and
otherwise in recent days aboulbt the
situation with respect to hospital
bhed closures in the Province
during the Summer months.
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I would like to point out to hon.
members that bed c¢losures during
the Summer months 1s a common

phenomenon in NewFoundland's
health care system and, 1indeed,
throughout Canada ancd North

America. What we are witnessing
this year is not dramatically
different from the situation in
previous years.

There are many reasons why
hospitals close beds in

sumnertime, In general, it is the
normal practice for hospitals +to
do this as a cost—containment
measure because summeartime is
generally considered to be a more
appropriate time of the year to
reduce hospital activities. This
is due to a number of factors.
For example, there Hds usually a
shortage of relief staff available
in summneai, There is often a
decreased demand from the public
to have elective surgery during
the Summer months because children
are oul of school and people are
often on vacation. Also, hospital
staff and physicians, 1like other

people, try to take vacation
during the Summer months . In

general terms, the summertime is a

nore opportune time to reduce
operations in hospitals and
Newfoundland hospitals, like
hospitals elsewhere, take this
into consideration.

In previous years, in the

summertime Newfoundland hospitals
have closed in the range of 350 to
375 bheds of a total bed complement
of approximately 2,750 acute care
beds . That represents
approximately 13 percent of acute
care heds.

In the current year, Lhere will be
approximately 430 acute care beds
of a tolal bed complement of 2,768
closed during the Summer. This
increase in  closures  amounts o
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about 50 beds more than last year
but 20 of thalt 50 bed closure

relates to the $20 million
redevelopment of the Central
Newfoundland Hospital at Grand

Falls, where there has Lo be, fFor
construction purposes, a certain

amount of closedown ot
activities. In essence, the true
percentage of acute care bed

closure this Summer will be 14.8
percent, which, as I say, relates
to .approximately 13 percent din
other vyears. So  there 1s not a
great percentage increase.

In the health care system there is
no such {Lhing as a cutback 1in
funding. Each year the amounts
granted to the Province's
hospitals increase. In our
current: asltimates of revenue and
expenditure, we have provided for
Grants Lo HMospitals bthis  yoear a
total of $400,711,700, This
compares  wilh $377,174,100 last
year, representing a 7.6 .percent
increase in tha general allocation
ouer last year.

Mr, Speaker, I would like to
reiterale Lhe point that the
situation with respect to hospital
bad closures and hospital Ffunding
this vyear must be put dinto a
proper historic perspective. Ir
that is done and the situation in
Newfoundland 1is fairly assessed,
it will become clear to objective
observers that the decisions taken
by the Newfoundland hospital care
system are really comparable Lo
those taken 1in other years and to
those taken by other responsible
health authorities in other
provincaes of our Country.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition,

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, what we face here is
the reality of the need,. [t s
clear that we are not providing
and responding Lo the need For
hospital services in the Province.

SOMEHON, MEMRBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKFER:
Order! Order, pleasel

Indead there has been a lot said
in the media 1in the last two or
three days about the problems
arising out of the c¢losure of
health care beds, and not all of
ik has bheen totally accurate. I
am 1inclined to agree with the
Minister of Health (Dr. Collins)
that it may well have been
exaggerated to say that the Ilady
died because she could not be
admitted to hospital. I do not
quarrel with that, and I do not
believe Mrs. Rowsell quarrels with
it either, but the simple fact 1is,
Mr. Speaker, she ought Lo have
heen admitted to hospital and she
was not because there were nol
adequate bheds avallable unless she
were an emergency. And whal. khe
government's action has done for
bha most part i reduce our
hospital care services to the
point  where, For @& significant
portion of the year, at leasl 1in
some services nol all, you can
only he admitted, Mr. Speaker, if
you are an emergency. And that s
a sad commentary on the delivery
of our health care services.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) trying to play God.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

The statement made today by the
hon, the Minister of Health that
everything is normal is, with
graeat respaect T submit, not
totally accurate, Because this
procedurea has only shkarted in
recent years, the last five or six
or so, when govermnent cul back on
funding to hospitals, and more and
more hospital heds are having ho
be closed bhecause there is a
recduction dn the Funding available
to hospitals or, Rt the very
leasl, there 1¢ nok adequalte
funding available to hospitals.

PREMIER PECKFQORD:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point ofF order, the hon. the
Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

The hon. the Leader of the
Oppostion is dealing in
inaccuracies. We have not cuk

back on funding to hospitals, we
have idncreased -ilb. The Leader of
the Opposition knows that, and he

is really misrepresanting Lhe
situation when he knows Lhe

diffaraence.

MR, WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, this 1s not a point
of order.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

There has not been & reduction in
Funding Lo hospitals, Lhere has
been an increase every single year,

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, that +is not a point
of order.

MR. SIMMS:
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Thalt is up Lo the Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Of course there 1s no point of
order, it ig an attempt to
interfere.

Mr. Speaker, adequate funding 1is
not made available to hospitals to
provide the health care services
our people need and, as a result,
during the Summer months, which
now seems to get extended from
March to Octobher, a very long
Summer, a longer Sumner than we
have ever had 1in this Province,
access to hospital bheds s not
available +to people who need it
unless they are €in  an emergency

situation, and the government
might as well recognize it TN

fact, in this vyear the restraint
of funding dis such that there is
going to he a more serious cutbhack
Lhan there has ever bheen before,

So it is quite improper to
castigate the hon. the member for
Port de Grave in the

circumstances, uhich has been done
by the hon. minister and the news
media in the last couple of days.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek,

MR. FENWICK:

Mr., Speaker, 1in looking at the
statement prepared by the Minister
of Health he says there is no such
thing as & cubback in  funding
which, of coursa, leaves the
general public with Cthe impression
that there is no cuthack in
services. But, in Facl, we all
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knon Lhat Lhe hospitals,
especially in St John's over
about a Lhree or Four year period,
went through a freeze in the total
budget: that they had. Of course,
costs continued to escalate, the
coslk of nurses' salaries, doctors'
salaries, medical supplies and so
on, so the only way they could
accommodate it was to cut back on
services so that the budget could
then meet 4it.” So I think it is
somewhat less than totally honest
for the Minister of Health to say
that there has not been a cuthack,
even though, strictly speaking,
the words may be true. The fact
is, we have less service,

The other thing I should point out
Lo  him is thal the nurses are
telling us that the reason part of
the cutbhack in Lhe  Suinmer is
occurring is hecause of the
desperale siltuatjion Lo gebt nurses
during that time period to do the
relief work, and that is because
$0 many nurses have become
disgusted by 1The overwork that
they have to do that they are
leaving tha profession.

For example, one of the hospitals
in St. John's advertised for
thirty relief nurses and only got
ten applicants. That makes it
very, very difficull Lo operate
the number of heds that are
needed, and that 1is a result, I
would suggest, of the continuing
freeze over a nunber of years,
which means that we have a health
care system that 1is in c¢risis. I
regret that we ended up with the

argument centering on the
unfortunate death of a woman from
St lLamrance ., The fact of the

matter 1is, the shortage 1is Lhere
and  there are healbth threatening
situations, M, Speaker, The
axample mnay hava bhean @n
inappropriate one to use, bhut the
fact 18 Lthe c¢risis is Cthere and
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the people who are waiting to get
into the hospitals know it. Thank
you, Mpr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

At this stage, I would like to
welcome to the galleries students
from St. Theresa's Elementary
School in Buchans, wi th their
teachers, Mr, and Mrs. Ted Whelan.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, on May 9 the member
for the Strait of Belle Isle (Mr.
Decker) asked the Minister of
Labour (Mr. Blanchard) a question,
and I quote to him from Hansard:
"Will the minister aduise the
House why he would approve renting
space at $14.85 per square foot
when similar and maybhe better
space was available at $11.00 a

square foot?' The minister I
think promised thal he would
report to the House. I aslk the

minister when can we expeclt to get
that report?

MR. BLANCHARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAXER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour,

MR. BILANCHARD:

Mrr. Speaker, I informed the hon.
the member for the Strail of Belle
Isle when he asked the question
that we would ascertain all of the
facts relating to that question
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and I would table them. But I
also told him, Mr. Speaker, at the
time, and T still am c¢ertain, that
it had to do with the suitability
of Lthe space. Rut in due course,
Mr. Speaker, I will table the
inFormation.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary question.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, T fail to understand
whal.  is  Ltalkding the minister sa
long. Surely he had L e
information avaidlabhle before ne
made the decision, so 1t must just
now he a matter of pulling Lhat
together and bringing it dinto this
House. S0 T ask the minister, Mr.
Speaker, what is taking so long?

Are there auch extenuating
circumstances that 4t dg taking
him 80 long to table this

information, or are we going to
wait until the House c¢loses in
July or August, and then he will
publish 1it?

MR. BILANCHARD:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour,

MR. RBLANCHARD:

No, Mr. Speaker, no extenuating
circumstances., And T an not aware
if there is any specific time
Tiomi placed on somebthing Tike
that. In the next day or so 1
will provide an answer.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:
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Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Career Development
and Advanced Studies (Mr.
Matthews) . We Jlearned today Lthal
the only teacher at Her Majesty's
Penilenkiary ds going to be laid
off as part of a larger layoff of
fifty teachers in  the Community
College System. When this teacher
leaves in  June the educational
courses at the Penitentiary will
be shut down completely, leaving
the inmates with no way to upgrade
themselves for when they leave the
system. Can the minister confirm
that this Jlayoff will happen in
June? And if it will happen, what
does his department plan to do
about this educational void which
will happen within the
Penitentiary system?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mir. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Mindister of Career
Developmnent and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon.
member for his question and T
would just like +to say at the
outsel that whalt we see happening

with the institutes and the
community colleges in Lhe Province
is all tied in to Lhe
re -organization of our

post-secondary education system,
We said a couple of years ago that
we were going +to reorganize the
system; now we are not only saying
we are going toe do 1it, we are
going to do it. That means there
has to bhe change,

With reference to the hon.
gentleman's specific point about
the literacy programme,

particularly at Her Majesty's
Penitentiary, I am very please to
inform him  that that programme
will be taken over by the Avalon
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Community College, as Was the
intent  right  from day one of
reorganizing the post-secondary
aducation syslem,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FUREY:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for St. Rarbe.

We are glad to hear, Mr. Speaker,
that that will happen. I would
like to ask the minister now,

specifically, about the other
fifty layoffs of teachers
throughout the Province from
community colleges. Can the

minister confirm whether or not
these people will be laid off? If
Lhey w11 e Jeaid off, will
government be providing them with
retraining dollars or some way Lo
retrain themselves ko  get  back
into the job market?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Daevalopment and Advanced Studies,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr., Speaker, for the second time
in a row the hon. genktleman s
wrong again.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

The total number of staff that
will be displaced is 41.5. OF the
total number displaced, 18 are
permanent employees, and 23.5 are

temporary employees who are on
contract, who ke they weraea
temporary when they were hired and
k rteaa) Lhey Were going Lo bhe

terminated. of the total number
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displaced, 14 are displaced as a
result of declining enrollment,
while 27.5 are displaced as a
result of ongeing reorganization
of our post-secondary education
system,

As T said earlier, Mr. Speaker, we

did not just talk about
reorganizing our post-secondary

education system. We knew there
had to be changes to dmplement a
good post-sacondary education
system 1in khis Province and that
there would be some fallout and,
A concernaed as  we are about
layoffs in any situation, whether
temporary or permanent, Lherae has
to be change if we are going to
effect the end product, namely
the students, the young people of
Lhis  Province, whom we wanl {o
prepare for future job markets in
this Province, Mr. Speaker. So
while a total of 41.5 are being
displaced, as well approximately
16.5 new positions will bhe
introduced to meet other programne
requirements and the net reduction
will be twenty-five positions.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville.

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T have a further gquestion for the
Minister of Career Development and
Advanced Studies, re the layolfs
in the community college system
and the Cabol Institute. Would
the minister tell us if -any money
in the accounts of +the community
colleges 1in capital funding is
being LransfFerred to operational
funding so that they can at least
keep on Lhe staffF thalt they have
at the present time?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Minister of Carseer
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, such situations of
transferring capital monies to
current expenditure ds evaluated
on an individual basis.

The case the hon. gentleman, of
course, ds referring Lo s lhe
Western Community College, which I
discussed wi th him last we ek
sometime when he suggested to me

{hadt: thora e e s ame
difficulties, The situation is
that.  they are evaluated on an
individual basis. It 1is not an

U COMMon occurrence ., In
discussions with the president of
Westarn Comnunity College, the
member for St. George's (Mr. Dawe)
and Lhe member For Port auw Port,
(Mr. Hodder) who was aware of the
stbtuation and wanted to address
it, I idndicated, since I had to
authorize the budget For Western
Community College, that to
overcome some difficulties that
were apparently gaoing to be
encountered I would consider, upon
request, transferring some of
Fheir capital money +to operating

funds . So that is where that +s,
Mr. Speaker, I think, again, we
will see the layoffs heing
minimized in that particular

college.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
N supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon . Lhe
mamber {for Stephaenuville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Would the minister tell us if the
one ~year business education
programme is bheing dropped by the
Cabhot: Institute? Could he tell
us, also, 1f that programme was
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supposed to bhe transferred to the
Avalon Community Collaege? L -
was supposed to be Lkransferred and
1s not, could he tell us why it
was not?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, before answering that
particular question, I would like
to +dinform the hon., gentleman that
there would be nine or ten people
affected at the Western Community
College. 0f course, the hon.
gentleman 1s being a tiny bit
unfair in his questioning, because
he knows why the difficulties are
being experienced at Western
Community College, in that there
was an unauthorized
over-expenditure last year in
excess of $300,000 that I, as
minister, could mnot tolerate and
wanted to address. There was no
way, AG Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies,
that T was going to allow that to
go unnoticed and let peaple
overspend again.  So he knows full
well what the situation is,
hecause he has had conversal-ions
with the president himself.

Now, with regard Lo business
education, Mr. Speaker, all over
this Province programmes will not
he affected, Students  will be
able access the programmes they
require within a reasonable
distance from where they live, and
that 1is the whole basis or our
community college system,.

Another very interesting point
that the hon. gentleman should
know, with the cabot  Institute
particularly, is that with most of
the layoffs bthat are taking place
we have done a graduate survey of
employment. and we found rhat most
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of the positions that are now
heing eliminated, Mere progranmes
are going to be offered din the
community colleges, the employment
rate is anywhere between 50 and 6O
per cent. {for those graduates. So
what we have bheen doing, and why
we set up bhe Department of Career
Development and Advanced Studies
and reorganized bLhe post-secondary
system, 1is that we were preparing
students Ffor jobs Lhat are not
there and we wanted to change that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
a  fHinal supplementary, the hon.
the member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

M.  Speaker, would the minister
tell us, with relation to the
retraining to instructors, 1f any
of the dinstructors who are being
laid off have been offered any

other employment within Lhe
system, or retraining for Future
employment within the system,

Would he also tell wus Af  bthe
reason husiness coursaess -are not
being transferred o the Avalon
Community College d1s bhecause they
WAt Lo sae business education
course done by bthe private schools
here in this city?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, let me say again that
16.9 new instructors are being
hired in our post-secondary
@education system, mostly in the

caomnunity college systaem, Wi th
regards to dinstructor retraining,
itk should [y recognized that
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provision is made within Lhe
instructor collective agreement
For establishing & commitkbee to
address retraining.

It is a function of a
management-union committes, and,
of course, another wvery important
cansideration here, when you are
talking about retraining dis that
you are tallking collective
agreements, and, anyone with
saniority c¢an bump someone with
lesser seniority, so until all
Lhat takes place wi thin the
system, then you really cannot gek
a handle on who 1s available for
retraining .

S50 thera 1% a management--union
committee 1in place to deal with
Lhat, but it is going to take a
few weeaks before we really know
whatk [dnstructors can be reltrainaed
arnd  Ffor  what. With regards to
private schools, no such thing.

SOME HON. MEMBFRG:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menehik.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, my question dis also
for the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies,
and on the same dissues but from a
slightly different angle.

Mr. Speaker, we have checked with
all the community colleges across
the Province, and the only
institubion that has actually Jost
courses that were not due to lack
of stndenkts, or due Lo bthe Fact
that these courses were btemporanry

Lo start wi th, (X e Cabol:
Institute, and only the Cabot
Institute, arel these are

first- year courses in husiness
ecducation and computer terminals.
My question to the minister is
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this: Since the Auvalon Community
College, the only other local ane,
is not picking up bthese courses,
and since the only other
institutions Lthat can then teach
these subjects are Keyin Technical
Institute, Compu-College or the
other private ones, would not the
minister agree that what we are
seeing now 1is a very substantial
privatization of the training of
the people in this Province,
especially in the St. John's area,
from a public dnstitution at low
cost to a wvery high cost private
institution?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Developmenl and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

M~ Speaker, as I sald in
referance bto a previous question,
such is nok the case; it dis not a
deliherate attempl: to  pub  such
training over to private schools.
T guess what we have to remember
is that private schools are a
reality in this Province. N
well, as minister with
responsibility For private
schools, we will be introducing a
new  bill in oA Few weeks to
strengthen The Private Schools
Actl., They are for real, and as
the Minister of Career Development
and Advanced Studies I am going to
do whatever b can ko assure
quality in private schools, Rut
it in no way reflects that there
6 A move away  from  the publi
post-sacondary education syst

towards the private schools,

Speaker, that
ACCERSS

T am satiisfied, Mr.
students who want to

courses Can o 50 within A
reachable distance from where they
Tive., nea I said, that  is Lhe

purpose for the comnunity college
systam, the reason why we have Uthe
provincial institutes, and Lhe
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reason why we have the
university. So it dis notl going to
have a negative effect on
programmes or students, M.

Speaker,

MR. FENWTCK:
M. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPENKFER:
N supplementary, the hon. the
membeir for Menihalc,

MR. FENWTCK:

Mr.  Speaker, it dis well known,
with {he failure of the Harbinger
School of Business last year, that
some of these private schools are
in trouble, that they are running
out of students and so on. Would
the minister not admit, given, for
example, tLhat Lthe vice-president
of Keyin Technical College is
Ralph Tucker, a former candidate
for the PC Party, that all we are
saeeing here 16 A massive
privatization of the educational
system at that level, a gift Dby
the Tories over there to their
buddies to make sure that they can
continue on with what have been
very variabhle, by the minister's
own comments, educational
programmes away From the hegh
quality programmes that are being
offered at the Cabol TInstitule?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies,

MR. MATTHEWS:

My Speaker, the hon., member 1s

again bheing very unfair NOW,
trying to tie in a candidate who
ran in a by-election a few months
ago with what 1s happening with
post-secondary education in the
Province and i1in private schools,
one of which that particular
candidate happens to be part
owner I think that is very low
on behalf of the hon. member.
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Really, he should take the high
road, hecause Lhere 18 no
connection, no 1link whatsoever in
what s happening.

And I think it 1is very unfair, M-~
Spaaker, and T think that dis all I
am going to say about that.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A fFinal supplementary, Lhe  hon.
the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr., Speaker, we understand that

tuition fees at the Cabot
Institute are about $240 to $2560
per semester. Would not the
minister agree Lhat comparable

tuition fees at the private
inskitutions range anywhere From
$1,800 to $3,000 a year, and that
these actions on the part of this
government means that maybe fifty
or 100 students who wish to take
these business education courses
that  have bheen c¢ancelled at Uthe
Cabot Institute will now have to
heair the entire cosl  on Ehetdr
backs and make profits for their
buddcins?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Developmant and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, certainly not, Mr. Speaker.
That certainly 1s nobk a fact. Any
student who wishes to access a
programne that was being offered
by the Cabot Institute can do so

at a comnunily college 1in  the
Province at a CaAmpus within
reasonable distance fFrom where

they reside.
Perhaps the hon. member wants to

he retrainead for a job  with
Western Community College at Bay
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st. Ceorge so that he can run
against the member Ffor Port au
Port, Mr. Speaker. Perhaps that
1s what this +is all about, Hif he
wants to get personal about it and
start throwing slurs across the
House ahout people who run for
different parties.

MR. SIMMS:
He has had aboub six years off
running in elections.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, he has about six years off in
time.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. MATTHEWS:

But, Mr. Speaker, what the hon.
gentleman is saying, there 1is no
truth to it whatsoever, There is
no  connechion. And  students who
want to access programmes 1in this
Province can do so becanse of the
initiatives of this administration
in reorganizing our post-secondary
education system.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, wmy question goes to
the Minister of Fisherias (Mr .
Rideout) . lLast Friday in the
House, during the special debate
on the Canada -~ France Ffishery
dispute, the Premier tabled a copy
of a Jetter he sent to the Rt.
Hor, Joe Clark, in which he
denounced the federal government's
lack of actbion bto exaert pressure
on France ko bhring about a
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satisfactory settlement of Lhe
Fishary and boundary dispuke. Now
the Minister of Fisheries as well
macle soine pretly s brong
statements, in fact, threatened to
cancel certain bilateral
agreements that exist between our
two countries.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the
minister dis this: Last night on Q
Radio the Minister of Fisheries
appears to  have taken & nore
reasonahle and & more conciliatory
position.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:
My, Speaker, T am getting Lo iy
question.

Will the minister tell the House
what has happened in the meantime
to  bhring about this change of
attitnde? Ts  he aware of any
action heing taken or contemplated
by Ottawa that will bring about
this conversion?

MR. RIDEQUT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, no doubt, the hon.
gentleman, 1if he were to review
the whole record last Friday,

would  know - and T am sure he
knows ; it is Just For other

reasons  bhat he 14 framing Lhe
question the way he 1s - that the
Premier and mysell, and T guess
basically everybhody who spoke from
I-hAs side of [T House, were
unequivocally calling on Lhe
Government of Canada to use all of
the diplomatic and economic levers
available to it Lo try Lo bring
about a change of heart and a
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change of mind and a more
reasonahle stance at the

bargaining table by the French.

That was our posiktion last week,
that 1s our position this week,
The only comnent. fthat I raecall
making Jate yestarday Was
somekthing to {the effeclt  Lhal we
had been trying to get or Canada
el bhaen trying Lo gat
clarification out of Paris as to
whather or not bthe French intended
to dmpose the permits that were
baing talked about over the Tasl
several days. There was some
indidcaldon Lhat  Ehere may  haye
been some delay because of the
resignation of one government and
the swearing in of a new one, that
kind of thing, and Canada had made
some comments 1in that regard that
that might be the case.

So IF there is any other question
I will try to deal with it, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Twillingate.

membper for

MR. W, CARTER:

Mr Speaker, T wonder has the
ministaer, then, mevel e
representation to Mr. Clark and to
the federal government  to  maybe
hring about a situation where the
historic relationship Lhat has
existed between the fishermen of
50, Pierre Miqueaelan and
Newfoundland, that leind of an
arrangement., can continue? Or Aif
the French authorities dnsist that
Newfoundland vessels be licensed,
then will Canada follow suit?
Will dit, too, insist thabt vessels
from St. Pierre and Miquelon be
licensed to operate in Canad-ian
waters? Oor better still, Mr .
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Speaker, what action has he taken
ko maybhe bring restore the status
quo, where the old historic
situation will continue to exist
bokbween our two psople?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

We 1, My, Speaker, the hon.
gentleman again knows that that
has consistently bean onr position
throughout Lhis whole dispute,
fhat ovar Fhe Tes b numnkber of
decades, and 1in accordance with

gaveral articles of Ihe 1972
Treaty, inshore fishermen from
bhoth the Canaca, i.e,
Newfoundland, South Coast and the
residents of Gl Pierre snd

Migquelon have been able to fish
fFreely back and Forth on eilkher
side of the line. It has
conststently been o position
that the status quo ought to
rematn.

And we have communicated that both
verbally and in writing to the
government of Canada on & number
of occasions over the laslk feaw
days . However, we have gone on to
say that +if France dintends to
change the rules in the middle of
the game and institute a
licencing system or & permit
system for Newfoundland vessels,
then, while we would perfer the
s latus grro, i 1 he rules A e
changed then obviously, there will
have 1to be a quid pro guo and we
will have +to demand Lthat Canada

institute 1The same regime. That
is not our preferred position, Mr.
Speakar, Our perferred position

is that the historic status quo
Lhat has existed between our two
countries remain.

But 1if one party changes that

unilaterally, then obviously we
have to follow suit as much as we
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would prefar not to.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speakaer,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.,

MR. STIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I too have a question
for the Minister of Fisheries,
The immediate dissue here, I would
suggest to him and he might agree,
is that a number of trawler
skippers, including Willoughby
Bolt and George LaVallee din my
district, and Cec¢ Rideoubt down :in
the member for Grand Bank's
district, among others, have had
their Fishing activity
interrupted, and their over riding
pre-occupation i

is to  get  bhack
fishing, at bthe earliest possible
opportunity.?

May T ask the minister, vanry
specifically what has the minister
done in the past few days, since
this +dssnes bhlew last Thursday, to
get those men bhack fishing at the
earliest possible opportunity?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries,

MR. RIDEQOUT:

Mr. Speaker, T agree with the hon.
gentleman that while the whole
question is mos k pressing,
obviously the most pressing part
of the question are those vessels
who ought to be fishing now on the
other side of the 1line and have
not been able to fish bhecause they
do not know whether or not they
would be arrested, as was the
Maritimer on Thursday, T
bhelieve, of last week.

Every single day since last
Friday, with the exception of
Saturday and Sunday, we have hean
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in contact on several occasions
with the Departmenl of FExternal
Affairs, through my department,
through Tntergovernmental Affairs,
through the Premier's office, and
with the Federal Department. of
Fisheries and Oceans, trying to
get out of Ottawa whether or not
the have a response from their
diplomatic note Lo Paris asking
France to clarify whether or not
they were going to cease and
desist from this foolishness of
instituting a permit system.

We have heen 1in Cabinet From &
o'clock this morning until 2:50
this afternoon, bul up until this
moment - or the last time I
checked, around 2:30 or 2:40 today
- we are still dinformed by Ottawa
that there has not bean a response
from the French. Now, we have
Lhem bugged to death; we have the
phones rung off the hook; all of
s have been tallking to them; our
officials are onto them several
fhiimes a day ovaer the lasl btwo or
three days, so we are trying to
gell an answer and Obtbtawa finsists
that it is trying to get an
answer, Possihly, MG Lhe
spokesman For the Fishermen's
Union is quoted as saying today,
the change in government may have
saomething to do with dt, but I do
not know. A1l I do know dis that
as of Lthe time T came Lo the
House, Ottawa says they still do
not have an answer fFrom Paris.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplemnentary, the hon the
member for Fortune -- Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

The minister, in responding to my
Fredend for Twillingate mecle
reference to what he Lhoughl was
the most pertinent qguote From him
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vesterday. I submit to him there

was one other when he said -

MR .
Order,

SPEAKER:
please!

Would the hon. member please
his question immediately?

pose

MR. SIMMONS:
Yes, Mr., Speaker.

when he said yesterday avening,
"We, the government of Canada."

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please!

T have asked Ihe hon., memnber Lo
pose his supplementary and he
continued on with exaclly the sane
sentence as he was bhefore, I ask
him now to pase his supplementary
or I will recognize somebody else.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Thank you, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, will he get away for

Ehe
heing a
skbage,

weighty
player
being

a moment from
responsibility of
on the international

the Government of Canada?
SOME. HON., MFMBERS:

Queskions! Questions!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. STMMONS:

Will he return to the mindane task
of heing provincial Fisheries
Minister for just a Few minutes?
These people are still not
fishing. Will he «do something
very specific, and ask the
Government of Canada Lo advocate
that a bhlind eye bhe turned here
for the “interim, something that
L1843 May 12, 1988 Vol XL

will allow these people Lo get
back fishing in the next few
days? I realize there are larger
issues, but the immediate one is
Lhat those people still are not
fishing. Would he focus on that

one for the next Few hours?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.
MR. RIDEQUT:
I am nolt. going to allow any quoles

from the hon. gentleman to stand
on the public record without bheir
being corrected. He attemplted to

refer to a quole yesteirday, when T
said Twe", and went on Lo say
"when I SAYy Me ! T mean e

Government of Canada," of which we
happen to be & partk. Rightly or
wrongly, knowingly or otherwise,
we  are  a  part  of  Canada, arcl

Canada deals with those matters
with our dinput, hopefully, on Lthe

international stage.

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the
hon. gentleman that T have been
talking to at 1least two of Lhose
fishermen involved. T am on top

of the situation daily, hourly. I

need not take any  instructions
from the hon. gentleman about

role ds dn Newfoundland
whether 41t s

whether iy
and Labrador, or
parlticipating tlwough the National
Government on an international
stage, or whaether it dis on Mars or
the Moon. I happen to know, M,
Spaeaker, whal T can o, I krow
what we have been trying to do, as
é goyarnmnaent, Lhirough
Intergovernmental Affairs, Lhrough

the Premijer's office, and through
my office. No stone has been left

inmkurnaed and no stone will be left
unturned, Mr. Speaker, If we had
some political co-opearation in

this Province, My . Speaker,
whereby we would be able Lo &t
least speak with a common front
and unity on some shared
No. 35 R1843



Jurisdiction, inlike i he
Opposition, Mr. Speaker --

SOME HON., MEMBIERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, RIDEQUT:

then we might have some
constitutional rights in Ehis
regard, Mr. Speaker, to protect
the fishery of Newfoundland and
Labhrador. That 1s what we have
heen trying to do over here, bhut
in the interim we are dealing with
Lhe realiky of the here and now
and nobody can point a finger and
say we have not been trying to do,
with tools that are available to
us, the best we can do for those
fishermen, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMONS:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Fortune Hermitagao,

MR. STMMONS:
Political co—-operation, yes,
Political duplicity, no.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:

That 1s what we are asking the
minister: WA 11 he shop being
politically duplicitous about
this, Mr. Speaker?

PREMTER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon, the
Premier .
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PREMIFER PECKIFORD:

Mr, Speaker, Uthe member 1is on a
supplementary, he should ask his
quesltion with no preamble.

MR, FFFORD:
He just asked it.

MR. PECKFORD::

No, he did not.

MR. SIMMONS:

For -the benefit of the Premier,
Mr. Speaker, the question started,
"Will!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
The point of order is well taken -

MR. SIMMONS:

No, it 1s not.

SOMIE_HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:

I hey your pardon?

MR. BAIRD:
He saicd, 'No, ik dis not.'

MR. SPEAKER:

I ask the hon. member to withdraw
Lhat commant .

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, T started my question
with, 'Will he stop being." That
is a question, Sird

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
I have asked the hon. member -

MR. STMMONS !

I withdraw, Sir.
Mr. Gpeaker, the question 1is, as

it was a moment ago, will the
minister stop  bheing polibically
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duplicitous long enough to give
those trawlermen at least the time
of day, which he would not give
them vesterday when they called
him? Now, let us not stand -in
this House and talk about what you
have done, You have done sweet
nothing on this one and it is time
you started.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:
T ask the minister, Mr.
will he

Speakar,

PREMIIER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SBPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Premiar.

PRFEMIER PECKFORD:

Now, bthe hon. member can very well
say that he started of f his
supplementary gquestion writh
'"Will,' and 4if that means that
there are no full stops or periods
in between, the question can go on
until twelve o'clock tonight.

I ask the protection of the Chair
for the minister and for this side
of the House, and Ffor bLhe hon,
member to get on with his guestion
in brevity.

MR. SIMMS:
And do not bhe argumentative,

MR, BPENKFR:

To that point of order, the hon.
membar dJdid start wilth a legitimate
question, hut he did not stop at
Lhat . He carried on making a
speech.

The hon. ihe mewmber For Fortane
Hermitage,

MR. STMMONS:
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T shall try again, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of
Fisheries confirm that yesterday
he scarcely had the time of day
for those trawlermen, which is to

his shama? But, more to the
point, will he now undertake, M.
Speaker, ko do samething

specific? i ask him to just
Forget the political rhetoric far
a minute. The fishermen have had
anough af il Will he do
something specific, Mr. Speaker,
to help gebt those fishermen back
fishing at the earliest possible
opportunity?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Heawr, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minislter of Fisherdies.

MR. RIDEQUT:

My, Speaker, let me, First of all,
say to the hon. gentleman that he
can mouth political co-operation
all he wishes, but political
co-operation is no substitute for
political stupidity -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RTIDEOUT:

- and the transfer, some say, Mr.
Speaker, over the wmost dlmportant
resource of this Province. W hen a
political party in this Province
stands and opposes that, that is

political stupidity of the highest
arder.

SOME HHON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

Now, let me deal with Lhe
operative part of the question,
Mr. Speaker. Was I called by one
of Ethose gentlemaen yesterday? IrF
my book dis correct, vyesterday was
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Tuesday, and the answer is no.

SOME _HON, MEMRBERS:
Yes terday was Wednesday.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Yesterday NERS Wednaesday . The
answeir  is  no. T was called on
Monday, Mr. Speaker -~ I think it

was after a Cabinel meeting Monday
or Tuesday - and I told them, 'I
am  going down to gelt a bite to
eatl . We just got out of a P&P
meelbing, T have another meeting
with somebody at two or
two -Fifteen or something, and if
you want to give my office a call
around  ktwo or two-fifteen T will
see if I can fit you in before I
go to the House.' T have not heard
a word since, Mr. Speaker. Now,
take thak.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for Oral Questions has
elapsaed.

MR. SPEAKER:

At this stage, T would like ko
welcome to the House seuen
students from Radger Pentecostal
School, with +their Principal Mr,
Danny Ayre and their chaperons,
Shirley Stacey and Karen Eveleigh.

SOME [1ON., MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:
Mr . Speaker, I want to table
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essentially the material that the
Minister of Carceer Developmenhk and
Advanced Studies provided din  the
oral Question Pariod. The
question had been asked of me a
couple of days ago on the whole
is¢sue as it related to layoffs in

Lhe Communily Collaege System, I
have a written answer for hon.
nenhera oppositae, hacause T
promised them that I would get all
Lhe details for  them. And  thisg

goes- through it in the same way as
the minister did, that b was not
the numbers that the members
oppaosite had heen saying it was,
and that we would be hiring on new
people and going Lhirough the
question of retraining and so on,

So I have the answer, and copies
for all members of the hon. House
so that they will have the answer
in weiting.

Petitions
MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, T am still here in
St. John's East the Premier will
be glad to know,

Mr. Speaker, I have a petition
that T would T1ike Fro present to
the House of Assembly with just a
small number of names on it, hbut
the Speaker will see that the
petition is +in order. It says:

Honourable House of
Newfoundland and

'"To the
Assemhly of
Labrador:

We, the undersigned, urgently
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petition this House of Assembly to
enact changes to The Landlord and
Tenant Residential Tenancies Act,
1973, S0 that we mnay receive
protection from dillegal eviction
from our rented premises by The
Landlord Tenancies Board. Since
1981, the Supreme Counrt of
Canada's decision has denied
jurisdiction to The Landlord
Tenancies Board ovear evictions
and, as a result, several of us
petitioners are fighting eviction
without Ehe henefil of this
consumer protection body.'

Mr. Speaker, T will give a copy of
the petition to the page, and I am
sure you will that 1t Hds din order
though 4t ds signed by a small
numhaer  of  petitdoners, dAncluding
the member for Menihek and myself.

MR. SIMMSG:
On a point of order, Mr. Spaeaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:

I am having some diffFiculty
woendering where this massive
support for this petition e
coming from, and how many, because
members are supposed to comment on
the numbers contained.

MR. |.ONG:
T just doid.

MR. SIMMS:

T could not hear him, so perhaps
he could repeal = L he total
numbers of the name s on Lhe
petition arae?

MR. LONG:

Four.

MR, STIMMS:
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Four?

MR. LONG:
Right.

MR. SIMMS:

I see,

MR. LONG:
Obviously no point of order, Mr.
Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
This 48 a point of c¢larification,
for the hon. member,

MR. LONG:

I was just about to say for the
henefit of Lthe llouse Leader, Lhe
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications, Lhe Mimister of
Housing, and others, that although
there s aonly a small nomber  of
namaes on the petition it reflects
what s obuliously a wvery saerious
issue, especially for those people
uhose signatures are Lhere,
representing the situation of
people who Find themselves without
any protection din this Province by
The Landlord Tenancies Board.

MR. BAIRD:
There are more people than that up
on the roof.

MR. LONG:

The dssue of people, in the case
of the couple who are signatori
to the petition and who are also
here in the gallery today, dis one
that T raised in the House
yesterday during Questicn Period,
T4 was by sheer coincidence that T
put a question to the Minister of
Consneir AfFfairs ancl
Comnunications, hecause I had been
amare of this “issue for some {ime,
that the Landlord Tenancies Roard
i essonlially wi thottk any
jurisdiction, any authority, any
regulatory  capabiliby cin dealing
with dssues that might be brought

HeH
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to it by tenants with respect to
maintenance and upkeep or, indead,
wilh the idissue of evictions.

In  order for tenants in  this
Province who may be servaed with an
eviction notice by & landlord,
which Ty or mnay not e in
compliance with the Landlord and
Frenani: Netl, to determine  their
rights, they must go before a
court of  law, T, of  coursae,
might be a difficult question to
resolue. IF the landlord wants Lo
initiate court action, then they
will have do that.

Bul  the Hdssue, Mr. Speaker, s
that tenants are not able to turn
to the Landlord and Tenancies
Roard as a court of resort to
determine their rights and to
determine whether they may have
some protection in the face of
questionable practices that might
he initiated by a landlord. Those

gquestionable practices might
include: Issues of  mainktenance

and upkeep. Or, in the case that
has bheen brought to my attention

this morning, less than
twenkty -four hours after T raised
the question during Quastion

Period yesterday, an auiction
order that, to wmy own mind, seems
gii ke pataently unfFeair ancl i
violation of Lhe Landlord and
Tenant Act.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, I am nol able to
pass judgemenl on bhis. The
Landlord and Tenancies Board s
not able bo  pass  judgement  on
this. These people, who are now
in the position of being Forced,
quite literally, out anto the
street, have been told that the
Landlord and Tenancies Board might
1ike to bhe able ko defend them and
take action on their behalf, but
they have no ultimate authority to
do so.
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So, Mr. Speaker, it is with the
seriousnaess of the dssue dn wmind
that myself and the member for
Manihek, after hauing met wikh
this couple who came to our office
this morming, decided {that instead
of coming dinto Question Period
Loday asking another gquesbkion of
the minister and receilving another
vague promise that Jlegislation is
heing worked on with no indication
of any dinterim mechanisin that the
Department of Consumers Affaire
might  have to protecl tenants, we
would bring the issue fForward
again to the House today in the
form of a petition.

So, Mr. Speaker, without having a
whole lot further say, because we
only have a short time in which to
presant the petition, I would
simply submit to the House and to
Lhe government khat a very serious
situation exists in  which the
government has taken since 1981,
so much time to review 1its own
capaciby o aclk with an  arm's
length agency and to review the
position of the Landlord Tenancies
Board. With respect to this
jssue,  continiously For the Jast
numher of  years . government  has
promised legislalion, incdead  to
the staff of the Tenancies Roard -

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordaer, please,

MR. LONG:

Mr. Spaeaker, by way of conclusgion
we , on bhis side, have hean
wad bing long enough, and certainly
tenants 1in this Province who are
without  protection are nokt 1in a
position to wait any longer. In
particnlar T would, with regret,
draw the attention of the House to
the particular situakion that I
have mentioned in the petition,
and Ethat s bhe situation that has
heen brought forward by the people
who have joined us in signing the
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petition. Thank you, Mr. Speakaer,

MR. GUILILLAGE :
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the member for Waterford
- Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, T, too, would
like to s¢peak to the petition in
support of the plight of these Lwo
individuals. Even though we have
a petition with only four names,
two of which are members of the
House, T do think the individuals
involued, who have signed the
paetition, their plight abt  this
time has to be spoken to. I would
Tike Lo support, in  fact, the
thrust of this peltition. Because
nol:  only do we have one couple
involued, as we do with the
petition taday, but +this situation
has been going on For sometime and
indeed dis  only the tip of the
jceberg as far as the problem is
concerned,

We have evictions taking place
with no recourse exceplt through
the courts, A situation whera
people cannot afford to take that
route, Tis pekition, of course,
speaks to only two people at this
Lime, but T would certainly say
that we have had similar
situations in the past and we do
not have a lL.andlord Tenancies
Board that these people can appeal
to.

Tt really shows, Mr. Speaker, the
whole area as far as the problems

people occupying hous-ing are
having, and not only with

eavictions, We have seen recoently
people who are having their Jights
cut. by NewfFoundland Ldight.  and
Power having no recourse to the
Public Utilitias Board. Thisg
speaks to the plight of people who
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are occupying hotsing of all
types, whether it bhe city housing
or govermnent housing. Fhat whole
area of landlord Lenant
relationships has to bhe looked at,
and certainly a Dbetter avenue of
appeal than 1is currently in place
has to be put 1in place by the
government, ©to not only address
the plight people who are evicted
without a Fair trial and without a
just hearing, but also address the
mat tear of lights and services
being cut without the right to
appeal, as well.

PREMTER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTFR PLCKFORD:
M. Speaker, I would like to speak
Lo this petilion.

On  First blush, at any rate, ¥
have a lot of sympathy for what
Ehe hon. membaer is saying in  bLhe
petition. I was not aware of it,
ancd it struck e as soon as the
horn. member got up and got dinto
whabt it was  he was presenting
there, that it seems to bhe a good

point. I understand, in just
speaking ACross here to the

minister, that the act ds being
redrafted now to accommodate what
Lhe petition is asking for, and I
guess people would say, 'Well, get
on wikh it and get it into the
House . ' I support what Lhe
pebibion calls for.

Also, I noticed the news release
From 1:he NDP Opposibtion office. I
do not think there was any
necessilty For some of the Tlanguage
there. T think the point is well
Laken, bnt the Tanguage leaves a
Jittle bhit to bhe desired; 1t is
somewhat  discourteous and so  on,
Rut I guess that 1s part of the
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political game.

T am seriously shtruck by what bhe
hon. member had to say. The
minister -indicates that we are now
redrafting it so that it will not
be struck down as, T bkake -it, it
has heen bhefore.

The way the news release From Lhe
NDP Opposition office reads is
that  the lLandlord and  Tenancies
Roard do not have the right. T
gitess they wonld have the right
would they not? - if you draft the
lagislation properly?

MR. FENWICK:
They would if you did that,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Yes. It 1s not a question that
the Tenancies Board has hean
struck down, 1t dis that certain
provisions in Lhe legislation

which established the Tenancies
Board have been proven to be not
strong enough to handle this
without it being overthrown by the
court, Therefore, some other
language can be used which would
permit the Tenancies Board to do
what the petition asks for. Am T
right?

AN HON., MEMBER:
Yes,

PREFMTILR PECKFORD:

Okay . So T just say, Mr. Spaaker,
it seems to be something that
neeacs o bhe corrected, ancd  Lhe
winister and myself will get on
Ehe ball about 4t in the next day
or S0 and see that it is
corrected. TF we can geb ik into
this session of the House and get
co-operation For speedy passage,
then T see no problem with us
doing it bhefore we close,

Orders of the Day
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MR. SIMMS.

Order 3, Mr. Speaker, continuing
debate on the Concurrence Mobtion
of the Social Services Committee.
Debate was adjourned by the member
For the Straits, bul he ¢ gone

now, Sir.

MR, OGPEAKER:

The debate was adjourned by the
hon. +he wember for the Strailb of
Baelle Isle,

T will recognize an hon., member on
my left.

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, in the Estimates
Committee I thought we had a good
exchange of views from both sides,
the OQOpposition and government. I
w11 not Bay it (AL totally
without some controversy, but I
thought it was a fair give and

take and i think useful
infFormation was exchanged, I do

not want to go into that in great
detail now. T qjust want to speak
generally on the health scene for
a faw moments.

T do nol think there 1is any
gainsaying the Fact  that  there
have bheen complaints voiced about

ot heal th systaem T recent
weelks . The complaints have come
From mworkers in bl Field,

hospital workers, nurses, hut not
anly nurses. There have been some
concerns and complaints hrought
Forward by the OQpposiltion, not too
unexpeclted I suppose, bt
nevertheless they have done it a
number of times, perhaps moreso
than previously, and these points
have been brought up in the media
and so on.
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Now, T an not  too surpeised  at
that, Mr. Speaker. T think one
CAan raasonably
time, din the course of matlers,

e Lhara would he CONCAarns
expressed, there would be fears
voiced, and there ol he
complaints made. The reasons for
ik are several: One of then is

that this d4s a time of great
change +in the healkth care sysbem
activity. I will go into that a
Tittle bit later, but I will just
list off a few now. This dis a
time of considerable change.

Secondly, and T think this 1is a
realistic point, that 1is because
of the nature of bthe budget bthatk
was brought down. Again, T will
go inko that in a wmoment or Ltwo.

Thirdly, T think we do have to
recoygnize that the collective
hargaining arrangemaents call for
certain years to be quite,
relatively speaking, by those in
the health care system and din
okher government systems, because
many of  our workers are in the
collective bargaimning units, and
also calls for certain years
relatively ackive, and relatively,
even, acromonious, 1f you want to
use bhat term,

Now , just working backwards on
those reasons, last year most
agreements were in place or they
were 1in the last vyear of the
contract, and in actual fack there
was not much going on 1in the
collective bhargaining field,

This year i different, Many
contracts have either expired some
time during last year and now
collective bhargaining 1s getting
going again -  kherae often s @&
little bit of a delay din these
Lhings gearing up - or bthey ara
aboult to expire,

11851 May 12, 1988 Vol XlI.

axpect al this

So, T think we can expect 1988 *to
be a much more active year in
collective baurgaini ng arrel,
therefore, there will be CAS@S
made  to  the public and positions
stated to, obviously, give one a
hit of an edge at the bargaining
table.

Now, that dis not being cynical.
Thet conld be regardead as a
cynical remark, but I do not think
it s cynical, T think 1t is just
looking at the reality of events.
So thalk s one reason why there
has been a certain amount  of
concern and a certain amount of
publicity given to concerns in the
health care field,

Nowi, on the detficik side of
things, and again one has to be
realisbic dn Ekhis, Tlast year we
projected a wvery large deficit.
Wa did not want to prasent a large
daficit, because we were afraid it
could be  hurtfal  to us  din our
borrowing programme, amongst other
reasons .,

Al we were so  concerned not Lo
decrease essential public services
Eheat, Lhe Financial sibuation
being what it was, we had to make
Lhat choice, either cuthacks in
services or face a large deficit.
We elected o Face a large
deficit, and I think it was the
correct thing to do.

No, as events unfolded
themselves, we came out better
thamn we had any reason to expecl,
The economy picked up right across
Canada and, therefore, e got
hetter equalization and olther
transfer payments. The aeconomy
Was slow in affecting us
benaficially, but il Ffinally did
and retail trade, and so on and so
Forilh, picked up very markedly,
especially in the large dtems, and

our reventes From ratadl sales
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increased quite smartly.

and, of course, we did, ourselves,
have in place a very active
programne of restraint so that our
expenditures did not get out of
hand . Anyway, at the end of the
Jast fiscal year we were not
Facing $170 wmillion plus deficit,
we were facing a deficit of about
$50 million.

Now, J think, and again this is
not being cynical, a lot of people
sadd, laok, if  1hey Fell they
could get by with a large deficit
arnd  now  they are only facing a
sinall deficit, they must have some
ready cash around Lhe place, why
do we not go after it? ~ and,
Lherefore, there was this push to
say we are suffering badly, we
nead a bit of extra Funding and,
therefore, we are going Lo make
our case known to the public in
euery way we can,

Now, of course, as a government we
do have to point out that no
matter what dimprovement occurred
in our bhudgetary sitation, we are
still left with a very serious
deficit ~— $50 million deficibt on
current account is not to bhe
sneezed at. And that 1is one of
the dangers of deficits; they are

Lhe proverbial slippery slope and
once you get on them, they are
very hard to get offF. And once
you get on them and you see a hit
of  mprovement, people lLend to
tLhink they are all over dn a very
premature Fashyon. our  deficil

situation has not dissipated, we
still have years ahead of ns  to
hring our current account
completely into balance.

We will do ik but, neverbtheless,
we have to work at it. We cannot
relax., Tt woulcd bhe unrealistic
for us to say now that our deficit
1is a bit smaller than we expected,
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or even significantly smaller than
we expected, we can afford to
expend money without any regard or
without sufficient regard to what
our accounts are.

Now, the final reason why there is
this dissatisfaction out there is
because there s & lot of change
going on in the health care
Fiald, We breovghl din, dn Canada,
government payments for heal th
services about  hwenty -Five years
ago, give or take five years, and
we  hrought At cin i & cerbain
fashion. Undoubtedly, it did fil
i Faasonahly we 1 Wi th
circumstances thal. pertained at
that  EFime, bui now, Fenty-Five
years later, a lot of things have
changed., The very nature of
government programnes is that they
do nol change smoothly: You tend
to put in place a programme and,
if  Lkhings change around you, the
programme tends not to change
until somewhere down the road Lhe
programme dets so out of line, so
out of kilter or so divorced,
shall we say, with the
circumstances that it is supposed
to take care of that finally you
have to change.

Now, thal +4is what has happened to
our health care system. We put in
place a reasonably good system
from a public funding point of
view twenbty -Five years ago, there
wenre gradual changes in the
cisaase antilies presaenting the
type of population thal one was
dea’ling wi th, e particular
concerns that came +to Tighlt, and
Lhe system essentially did  not
change 1in a wvery substantial way
nntil pressimces have builb up and
that 1is where we are now. We are
pow at a sbtage where we have Lo
undergo, or undertake, a fairly
radical review of our healbth care
system and, for the reason I just
mentioned, that @b 1s not Fitting
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in nicely now with the problams we
have to Fface. Therefore, that is
a fFartila area fFor complaint,
concern and agitation, and that is
another reason why we are baeing
faced with it at this Utime.

M. Speaker, T am not making a
theoratical case of this, becanse
T have had to respond to a numbher
of dssues and, hopefully, pubt them
in some sort of perspective that
people could be reasonably happy
with, For dinstance, a number of
weeks ago there were reporkts that
we were 1in  great difficulties
hecause of a lack of specialists,
Now, Mr. Speaker, I had to respond
and say if one looked at khe
figures, we are better off in
terms of specialists than we ever
were . We are better off 1in terms
of specialists Lhan  we were A&
number of years ago when there
e ne complaints abhont
specialists, or if Lhere were
complaints, they were qgquilte wmutecd
complaints or only very sporadic
complaints. Rut  here Lhere were
great concerns that we did not
have enough obsketricians; we did
not have enough dinternists; we did
nol: have eanoungh radiologists  and
so on and so forth, so T had to
bring it to people's attention
that that was not the case. Sure,
we do nok have enough, probably,
but we are improving, and I think
Ehe -issue was pubt to rest afler a
period of time.

Similarly, in the area of funding
generally, the o rd "euthacks!
began to bhe bandied around and it

is  still being bandied around.
And if one Jjust left it at that,
people ultimately wonld geb Lhe
impression, my heavens! there 1s
not as much money gqoing -into the
health care syslem as there was
previously, which 16 patently
false,
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As Lhe Premier mentioned today, if
you look at the figures lthe monies
going fdnko the health care syshem
are increasing all the time, year
by year, progressively, They are
increasing at a greater rate than
the CPT: Lhey are ‘incraasing ab &
greater rate than in almost any
other part af Ehe public
expenditure programme . Now, 1
would bhe the First one to admit
that they are not dincreasing at
Lhe  rakte that many people would
like them to increase, this
government includecd, but when you
consider there Wa s talk of
cutbhacks and you look at rhe facks
and the figures, the two thoughts,

the o words, "cubhacks' and
'increases' are clearly at total
variance wibth one another. S0,

one tries to put that at rest.

Then the other day, aw haor,
mombers  will  rememnber, there was
the unfortunate situation at the
Heallh Sciences Complax where, no
doublt about it, surgenry oF &
relatively urgenlt nature had Lo be
delayed because of difficulties in
fhe intensive care nnil up bthereoe,
Again, that was pounced upon as
something very radically new and
vaery dangerous. One had Lo put
Lhat into perspective apnd dindicale
that quite often, by the wvery
natiire of the health care system
itself and by hospital activities,
a hospital will he Faced wilkh more
needs than 1t can normally handle
and, therefore, it has to practice
what 1s normally called triage;
they have Lo take the mosk urgent
cases and perhaps delay somewhat
the cases Lhat they ordinarily
would not delay, but now, in this
particular circumstance, they do
have to delay for a bhit. But
after a while the extra pressure
is taken care of or dis otherwise
not apparent, and bthen they can go
hack and practice the usual
paltern of evaenlks, That s take
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Lhe cases they had Lo delay for a
temporary period of time.

Now, Mr, Speaker, I only have
another minute or two. Let me
just say this, that we are not
unique in Facing these concerns,
and I hope I have explained the
rational bhasis fFor thosa
concerns., I am not saying that
Lhey are without basis, but T am
just saying that they have to be
viewed in their true meaning. We
are not unique dn this. Ontario
seb up a task force, and out of
that task force there +dis now &
Pramier's shudy group, or whataver
it ds, and that dis Jooking at the
heallth care syslbem in Ontario in
great detail. They have published
some  reportls, and  those reporls
are ullimately going Lo resullt in
gquite A i FFeroent healith care
system din Ontario than what has
heen in place +in the last decades.

In Quebhec they have compleled a
similar study. They have come
Forward with proposals which are
guite radical in terms of putting
physicians and other health care
workers in rural areas and in
controlling costs in Ehetir
institutional and programmes areas
of health care.

In Alberta, Nova Scobkia, and so on
and so forth, and in the United
Kingdom, they had to do exactly
the same thing, as did the United
States.

MR . SIMMONS:
Would the
quastion?

minister permit a

DR. COLILTNS:
T only have a minute, but if it is
a short guestion.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage
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MR. STMMONS:

I have been listening with great
interest Lo the minister and I was
wondering - he d1s a doctor by
profession, & doctor of great
reputation - does he reflect the
views of his colleagues as  he
speaks here? I find it dncredible
Lhat @S5 parson  who took the
Hippocratic oath could sound <o
hypocritical,

MR. BATRD:

He is just trying to be smart.

MR. STMMONS:

T+ sounds hypocritical fFrom here,
but. that was not the point of wmy
guesltion., The real point of my
question dis, dis he reflecting the
yiews of the medical profession in
his statement here Loday.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speakeaer, T anm not dn  this
House to reflect the views of any
group, T am here to reflect, in my
position as a minister, the
attitudes of govermnent, but T am
also here, like eueanry member
elected to this House is here, to
reflect the views of public dssues
as T see them. Now, I am not
going to say I am speaking for
doctors. I wight add that I have
been 1invited +to address, as my
predacessor was before me, Lhe
Newfoundland Medical Association's
annual meating coming up Lhe
weekend after next, The Minister
of  Health is usually given Lhe
privilege of speaking last at bthe
Tuncheaon at: e endl of v
convention, and the minister
nstally  takes Ehis opportunity to
discuss certain broad ilssues as he
sees  them, T certainly dintend bo
get. dnto similar dssues at that
ime Whathaer T will he hit with
huns or applauded and carried out
on Fhe doctors' shoulders, T will
not foretell. But 1if the hon.
member would Tike to know, T will
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report to him after the meeting.

In any case, if the hon. member is
wsing the word, 'hypocritical' in
a pejorative sense, in what I have
said I was trying to lay out as T
see it the large movements that
are going on and that ultimately
we have to deal with, perhaps in a
day-by~day way or an item-by-item
way, but we have to try to
understand the large changes that
are going on. What I was trying
to say is tLhat we are at a
critical stage din our health care
system. When you are at a
critical stage, you often do get
dissatisfactions, sometimes not
clearly thought out, but
dissatisfactions coming to the
fore and we have to respond to
them. But we must make sure as
they do come to us that we define
them, we do not run off and make
irresponsible statements about
concerns that are expressed; we
have to look at their true nature
and deal with them as best we can.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would hope that
in this House as we go through the
rest of this session, and
undoubtedly there will bhe Ffurther
debate on points 1in Lthe health
care system, that we will try to
deal with these things rationally,
and try to deal with them in & way
that will ultimately give rise Lo
helpful solutions. Thank you.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Stephenville.

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker,
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It is a pleasure to rise and speak
in the debate on the Estimates
pertaining to Social Services.
Mr. Speaker, T have to say that in
Opposition we have a serious role

Lo play Lo keep goveaernment
accountable when it comes to
expenditures of monies. And  when

it comes to health care, when 1t
comes Lo education and related
services that are essential,
especially health care, tLhen we
have: a serious role to play in
bringing Lhose concerns to  the
forefront for the people so that
bhey can understand what exactly a
situation is.

We present those concerns, I feel,
in a responsible manner, Mr .
Speaker. As a matter of fact, the
health c¢ritic for the Opposition,
in the first few weeks he was
appointed, went down and met wilh,
just as an example, a number of
people from a variety of health
care institutions in the Province,
and he discussed the concerns of
nurses with the President of the
Nurses' Union. In a very
responsible way he has done those
things, getting the dinformation
and putting it together and coming
into Lhis House and presenting
that dinformation, That is the
role of the Opposition. We have
heen doing it  wvery well, Mr
Speaker, and we are going Lo keep
on doing it.

We have to compromise, there is no
doubt about it. Everybaody has Lo

Compromisea. There 1s only one
pie. There is onhly S0 inuch
funding to go around. Nut the

questions that have to be asked
are, How is that funding spent?
Where dis it spent? How are you
supposed to do it? How
effectively idis the money spentl?

Those are the questions, Mr .
Speaker.
No. 35 R1855



When I hear the Minister of Health
getting up and talking about
irresponsible statements and
wondering whether or not we should
be careful din how we put our
concerns and so on, I want to let
him know that we are very
concernad on this side, and things
are more than at a critical stage
out there in the health care
field, they are getting very
dangerous.

I get many phone calls as do other
members, about elective surgery.
Mr. Speaker, it is called elective
surgery, and many people 1in this
Province have been waiting months
and months, and this elective
surgery turns out to be emergency
surgery because they get not get
into the hospital; they are pubt on
long waiting lists. As a matter
of Factkt, +1in one particular case I
called *the doctor myself to ask
when they would be able Lo put
forward surgery for a certain
person, and the secretary who
answered the phone said, Well, we
are not going to bhe able to do
that this Summer, Mr. Aylward,
hecause we are closing beds at the
Health Sciences. I said, But you
understand that this person has to
have surgery very soon. They call
it elective surgery, yet the
person 1is getting worse all the
time, she has been waiting nine
months.

That is the c¢ritical situation we

have to deal with. Now, how do we
deal with that? That s the
solution that this government has
ko come up with. It is a

situation that exists all around
the Province, Mr. Speaker, and it
is something that is not going to
go awday. As a wmatter of Factl, it
is going to get worse if beds are
closed and emergency surgery, let

alone elective surgery, is not
allowed to be performed. This has
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to be addressed. That 1is a major
concern of people out there that
we have to do something about.

So we bring that to the House or
Assembly and we say to government,
address these concerns. If the
heds, Mr. Speaker, are going to be
c¢losed down due to lack of
funding, or vacations or whatever,
we have people waiting on elective
surgery and we should keeps as
many  beds open as possible so that
that elective surgery can get done
and people can get the services
they so rightfully deserve.

This situation is becoming
critical all over the Province,
especially in rural Newfoundland,
Mr . Speaker. People there are
wondering 1if they are ever going
Lo get their health problems
solved, They do not live in the
city, so they have to make phone
calls, which means running up a

lot of 1long distance charges, I
think everyhody shares Lhat
concern, Mr . Speaker, and

government over there have to deal
with +that concern, ‘they have to
address it.

Speaking of health care, this is
National Nurses' Week, I believe,
Mr. Speaker, and I would like Lo
commend the nurses who are working
within the system who have done a
tremendous job under graeat
pressure, and without the proper
resources.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, our critic
for health care in this Province,
the member for Port de Grave, soon

to be minister, has met with
people in the health system, That
is a responsible action, Mr .
Speakar, When a problem occurs
and it dis an emergency situation,
we have Lo bring it up. That s

the role of the Opposition, and I
Ehink we are doing a very good
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job. Aand we are not going to
stop, Mr. Speaker, bringing those
concerns to the hon. Minister of
Health, and whomever else on the
other side, when it comes to
concerns of people of this
Province. We are elected to do
so, and we are going to continue
to do so.

Mr. Speaker, looking at education
in the Social Services Estimates
Committee, T was very surprised to
hear the hon. Minister of
Fducalion talk about rural
Newfoundland teachers and how
academic results in rural
Newfoundland correspond to the
education 1level of Eteachers, or
the competence of teachers. I do
not know if that was a comment
made out of whack, or if he really
did not mean it, but I know, Mr.
Speaker, that a lot of people in
rural Newfoundland are awfully
riled up, and +the teachers out
there are very concerned when they
hear a minister of the government
talk like that, especially the
minister responsible for education.

It is hard to believe, Mr .
Speaker, that you would hear
that. When you look at the
realism of the funding they get
and the unfair system we have for
funding education in rural
Newfoundland and you blame it on
the teachers, Mr. Speaker, that 1is

not right. It is wrong, and it is
something the minister should make
sure he clarifies. Or maybe that
is  what he bhelieves, I do¢ not
know, or what this administration
helieves. But we will present

another alternative. Our
education c¢ritic is doing a wvery
good job of providing proof, Mr.
Speaker, that funding levels for
education 1in rural Newfoundland
are down, and in urban areas they
are up.

L1857 May 12, 1988 Vol XL

Mr. Speaker, we have to address
that problem. When you see the

results acacdemically, it is
shameful what it is doing to our
young people in rural

Newfoundland. It 1is shameful, it
is shocking, and it is not giving
our young people in rural
Newfoundland Lhe opportunity to
get out and improve themselves.

Mr. Speaker, we have only one pie,
but - we had better share it
equally. Because 1f we do not,
then the result will bhe what we
are seeing now. It is happening
mow  wikth our young people, and
that is a situation that has to be
dealt with. And dit 1s not going
to be dealt with by the Minister
of Education getting up and
saying, Well, it is the

inexperienced teachers in  rural
Newfoundland. That is not the way
to address the problem. It is
with government action and

government policies that you
address that problem.

Also in the Social Services
Committee there was talk about The
Young Offenders Review Board and
the minister said, We are going Lo
get the Board to do the hearings,
yet, there is very much confFusion
within legal circles as to what
they can do.

Mr ., Speaker, we are having trouble
over here understanding if the
Minislter understands whether or
not he can dismantle this bhoard,

or 1iFf he wants to. But I hope,
My, Speaker, that he will
understand what his Cabinet has
done, what the provincial
government has done and that he
will address that problem. It is

something they put there, and they
can take it away.

There are young offenders in the
Province who are in neead of
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rehabilitation, who are in need of
having their reviews done, Mr .
Speaker, and that has to be dealt
with, It is not being dealt with
now. There 1s great confusion
because of government policiy that
is being presented, and that has
to be dealt with.

We have brought those concerns to
the House of Assembly, to the
people here in this House to he
dealt with - a job well done - and
I would only hope that the
Minister of Social Services, who
just took over the Jjob a few
months ago, when he gets up will
give responsible answers to
responsible questions. If that
happens, we might get something
done around here.

But I do not know, Mr. Speaker, 1if
that +1is ever going to happen the
way he is going. It is
untfortunate, because we want to
see something done with that young
of fenders board For young
offenders 1in the Province. We
suggested a solution, Mr. Speaker,
and I would hope it will be
addressed,

MR. EFFORD:
Tell them to watch View From The
Hill, on Sunday.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

The member for Port de Grave tells
me to tell all hon. colleaques to
watch View From The Hill an
Sunday, Mr. Speaker. You will see
a new and rising star, the member
for Port de Grave. I look forward
to seeing that, and seeing his
exposition of his views ona
variety of topics.

Mr. Speaker, the Social Services
Estimates Committee also
considered the estimates of the
Department of Career Development
and Advanced Studies, The
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minister of thal department came
in here today and he talked about
layoffs as if they were nothing,
as if there was nothing to worry
about, no problem, yet it took him
two days to  put together the
answers to address the problem.

In the statement given by the
Premier today in response to our
question he included dinstructor
retraining. He SAYS that it
should be recognized that
provision is made within the
instructor collective agreement
for establishment of & comnittee
to address the retraining dssue.
It is the functiaon of this
Management Union Committee to
identify candidates whao have
potential for retraining. It s
kind of surprising, Mr. Speaker,
that he would put that there,.
Because some of the people I have
talked to within the system were
askad last year Lo submit resumas
so that they could be evaluated
For transfers or retraining, and
so far all almost every one of
them have gotten are pink slips,
Mr. Speaker, with no consultation,
with no, Well, you are doing a
bhusiness course or you are doing
Lhis type of course, we will
retrain you, or we will put you
here or we will put you there.

That has not been done. So the
mechanism is set up, Mr. Speaker,
but it d4s not being followed. i

know that for a fact, and it 1s
about time the Minister of Career
Daevelopment took the situation a
little more seriously.

If you want to bhlame
administrators of comnunity
colleges in the Province, My,
Speaker, because of funding, that
is a hard way to go. The Western
Comnunity College came out of the
Bay St. George Community College,
and was a Flagship of community
colleges in Canada, Mr. Speaker,
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and over there now, because of
lack of funding, people are being
laid off who are teaching courses
which are dimportant and which are
in demand. So the answers bhrought
in today by the hon. minister and
the Premier are certainly not good
enough and we are not going to
accept them, I will tell you that.

lLast year, Mr. Speaker, they came
in with this new, revamped
community college system +that was
going Lo create a new wave, and
new system with lots of money to
make sure thae mandate was well
done, We will hire new teachers,
new instructors, and we will put

in courses that are valuable. Mr .
Speaker, all we seea Mol are

cutbacks in all different areas
and courses being affected that
are still good, that are
important, and people getting laid
off with no idinstructor retraining

put forward to them. That 1is not
the way 1t was supposed to bhe
done, and we exXpress those

concerns to the hon. the Minister
of Career Development so that he
can deal with them.

It 1is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker,
that they chose to come in as if
there 1s not a problem, as if
there d4s nothing to 1it, as if
everything is going hunky dory, we
are going to be fine in career
development and education, no
problem getting people 1into the
system, and no Worrying aboutk
whether or not they will be
WEaediing, o @ Hher® Ss goiing |Ee
hbe a c¢lass for them to go to when
it comes to students.

So we have a lot of concerns, Mr.
Speaker, when it comes to the
Social Services FEstkimates. Some
of them were addressed and some of
them were not addressed,. I would
hope that the ministers who are
responsible for each of those
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departments, and otheérs I have not
touched on, will address the
concerns we have mentioned.

The overlying and overriding one,
which has been in the air in the
last few days, ds health care.
The hon., the Minister of Health
cast aspersions on our hon, Health
critic by saying Lhat we are
trying to sensationalize it.
Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, you are
there and you are saying, 'lLook,
Lhis +ds a probloem. Will you see
it?! But if +they do nol want to
sea the propblaem, Mr . Gpeaker,
there is not much we can do about

ik And they are not going to do
anything about it if they do not
see ik, Now, Lhat ds nice, good,

simple logic. You have got to see
a problem in order to do somebhing
about it.

Now, I do not think the Minister
of Health or the administration -

MR. SIMMONS:

None 1is so blind as he who will
not see.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

That 1s right. None 1dis¢ so blind
as he who will not see. Mr .
Speaker, 1f you do not see 1it, you
are not going to be able to solve
it

S0 e bring these concerns,
especially in the health care
systemm and education system, to
the forefront in this House. They
noeed  to he addressad by the hon,
ministers responsible. The
Minisler of Health, 1t seems, is
just going to ride it out, let her
go, and let these people who need
elective surgery, nokt to mention
emergency surgery, stay out there
in the wilderness; he is not going
to bother to have Ltheir c¢ases
dealt with.
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T think that is a shameful way to
deal with 1it, and I think we
should look at other ways of
soluing the problem. Covering up
is not good enough, Mr. Speaker,
and one of these days this
government will have to accept
responsibility for some of its
actions over the laskt seventeen
years. I am wondering when that
day will occur. I have nobk seen
it in my three years here. of
course, they only have a Ilittle

more time to take that
responsibility, Mr . Speaker.
Pretty soon they will not have to
worry about it a whole lot. Rut

the thing 1is, I am sick and tired
of hearing, Well, this has been

going on for years. These bed
closures have been going on for
years, They have been going 1in
Tory years. That dis when they

have been going on, and it is
aboukt time government recognized
it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Tt 1s about time they said, It is
a phenomenon that has ‘come aboutk
since we have heen in power, not
the had old Liberals of twenty
years aygo . We are the
Opposition. We are not the
government vet. So you can blame
us for so much, but we are not

there yet. Give us a chance and
we will do it. That 1s not a
problem. But the thing dis your
are accountable. You have got be
held accountable. You have bheen
shameless 1in not taking proper
responsibility, especially in

health care. It is time you did
something about it; dealt with it
instead of giving us words. I
hope to see some changes soon. If
not, Mr. Speaker, we will make the
changes. Thank you very much.
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SOME HHON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing,

MR, PEACH:

I would 1like to make some hrief
comments as 1t relates to  the
debate. I apologize, Mr. Speaker,
For my cracking voilce today,
however, I will try to use up my
time- as meaningfully as I can,
with that in mind.

I think, Mr. Speaker, if we look

at our budget and at our
Estimates, as we have over the
past number of  weeks in the
various Committees, we have

discussed expenditures for the
various departments.

If we just went back for a minute,
Mr. Speaker, to budget day in this
hon. House, I think it was a very
important and a yery healthy
climate that was delivered in the
Speach by our Minister of Finance

on that particular day, because
therea has bhean very little
criticism since the delivery of
that hudgetl. T Ehink, by and

large, many people in the Province
were shocked to see bhat we were
responsible enough, Mr. Speaker,
to  reduce the very frightening
deficit we had in our current
account. I do not think anyone
would be fearful of saying that it
was really a frightening deficit.

When we go back to the fact, Mr.
Speaker, that din april 1987 we
projected that we would have a
deficit in current account of $173
million, I think it was extremely
important that the government of
the day would address that
particular problem. and we did,
Mr. Speaker, in style, because we
found that our deficit was reduced
to some $58 million, which was an
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overall saving or reduction of
$115 million, Added to that, Mr.
Speaker, is the fact that we
projected that the current account
deficit for this year would be
only in the range of $41 million.
I think that, Mr. Speaker, os
somewhat of an overview of what is
really happening here in the
Province.

I think there were quite a number

of positive factors Lhat
contributed to the great reduction
in our deficit. The fact thalk we

had a very large increase in
retail sales tax revenue, T think,
M.  Speaker, spoke well of the

fact Ehat people do have
confidence 1in our economy and they
are spending money. And the fact

that there was some $26 million in
retail sales tax in the aukomobile
industry does not dindicate that
people are scared or afraid to
spend money in our Province.

Mr. Speaker, our fish products
during the past year yielded a
very high price and, of course,
some very high prices were paid to
our fishermen. Employment 1in the
construction sector in our
Province rose by some 2,000 jobs.
I think that, Mr. Speaker, is
very, very positive.

Our inflation rate of some 2.9 per
cent was the second lowest of any
Canadian province, and, of course,
the lowest we had recorded in this
Province since 1971.

Qur unemploymenl. was down, and
when that 1is down our employment
increases, and we had, in 1987, an
employment increase of some 5,000
jobs, This, of course, meant that
our unemployment rate had
decreased For bwo years in a row.
In fact, we dropped some 1.4 per
cent from 1986, which T think is
the lowest decline of any province
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in  Canada, except New Brunswick,
which had a very high unemployment
rate as well. I think that in
itself, Mr . Speaker, is very
positive.

Rutt if I could just, for a few
minutes, look at a couple of areas
we dealt with in the Social
Services Committee estimates
debate. I just want to zero in
for a minute or two on Education
and -Career Development. I do not
think any of us would disagree
that the ¢greatest resource we have
in our Province today, and where
our Future lies, is wi th our
youth, I think it dis wupon us to
ensure that  our youth in Lhe
Province are given +the greatest
opportunilties for education, not
only the in high dchool system and
the elementary system, bubt in the
post—secondary system,

Mr, Speaker, in 1979 the budget of
the Department of Education was
some $322.9 million. That was
increased to 447 million in
1987, If we add on the other
education factor of a N ew
Department of Career Development,
which had some $177 wmillion in
1987, we . are looking at, M,
Speaker, a total expenditure in
education in this Province in 1987
of $624.9 million, which 1s 106
per cent increase,

For the membear opposite, the
member for Stephenville, to gebt up
in this House and say we are not
Funding education properly, we are
dacreasing the funds that we put
into education in +this Province,
Mr . Speaker, is complaetely
incorrect, it 1s wmisleading the
people of this Province. I say
quite often, unfortunately whan
something 1s¢ sadid, it ds  veaery
difficult to unsay it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. PEACH:

But the facts, Mr. Speaker, speak
for themselues. We have, with the
dedication and the hard work of
the Minister of Educalion, seaen
tax equalization grants increased
by some 80 per cenk, to  $4.5
million in the 1988 - 1989 fiscal
year, We have put some $20
million of new money into new
school construction.

Of course, Aas was announced @
short while ago, the Minister of
Education indicated that we were
going to hecome involved in
distance education, tLtraining and
technology, I suppose, which, when
we look at it first, we are
probably not aware of the great
benefits that it can have. RBut I
am sure that there are many
students 1in this Province, in some
remote communities, who will
surely benefit from the science,
in particular, and the mathematics
that they can get from Lhis
programme .

MR. EFFORD:
Would the
gquestion?

minister permit a

MR. PEACH:

No, Mr. Speaker. When my time 1is
up, the member for Port de Grave,
T am sure, can have his say.

Distance ecducation, Mr. Speaker,
we will see almost $250, 000,
almost a quarter of a million
dollars, put dnto this programme
so that people in remote parts of
the Province can benefit from it
this coming September. If we look
at the post—-secondary system,
which I am sure the member for
Port de Grave would be quite
interested in, the college system,
his district 1is served very well
by the Aavalon Community College,
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Carbonear Campus, and I guess we
are pleased to have 1it.

MR. EFFORD:
Mat 1s what T want to ask you &
question about.

MR. PEACH:

Well, +1f he has & question on
that, I will be only too glad to
listen for a minubte.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.

MR. EFFORD:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It is a very short question and it
is dimportant to the people of
Carbonear and, as you said, the
people of my district. They
recently asked to have a petition
presented about bLhe First year
university courses heing offered
in Carhonear. Probably the
minister can tell wus 1if that is
being looked at and 1f it is going
to be implemented in Carbonear.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Newfoundland and lLabrador Housing.

MR. PEACH:
Thank you.

T appreciate and thank the membar
for his comment . I did not
realize that is what he was going
to ask. Yes, Mr . Speaker, 1
indicated, T think, some two and a
half years ago when I was
parliamentary secretary at Lihe
time to the Minister of Career
Development, I guess that was the
bheginning, or the initial stages,
of a great change that we made in
our post—~secondary system, il
guess being a teacher myself, one
of the things I was quite strong
on was khe fact that we should
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have first year university courses
of fered in our college system
around the Province.

Toe that end, I have worked very

hard, Mr . Speaker, with the
mintster at the time and now with
the New Minister of Career

Development and Advanced Studies
(Mr. Matthews) and I have received
that petition. T received it from
a spokesperson, Mr, Al Stacey, who
happens to he a counsellor in
Carbonear, and an employee of the
R.C. School Board of Conception

Bay North. He presented that
petition which took in the Four
districts, I guess, out in
Conceplbion and Trinity Bays. He

presented that directly to the
Minisker of Carear Development and
Advanced Studies. We met with him
and heard where he explained whaere
the things were coming from; the
concerns that the people had ouk
in the hay.

I am not c¢onvinced, Mr. Speaker,
although some people put up an
argument, and I am sure the member
For Port de Grave will agree with
me, that, 'Well, you are too close
to St. John's. ' I do not huy that
argument at all and I can assure
the hon. member that I will be
putting my case forth, as a member
of government, and as a member of
Cabinet, I guess to stop any
arqgument Tlike that hecause Lhe
people out 1in Conception Bay and
out in Trinity Bay, in particular,
are just as far away and it costs
them Jjust as much bto come to St
John's. They pay the same hoard
in St. John's and they have the
same expenses to come to St.
John's. T guess we realize il s
sometimes quicker to get home, and
cheaper, hut Lheidr parents do
incur the same expenses.

T think, Mr. Speaker, with the
proximity of the Avalon campus,
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the Carbonear campus, ko St
John's, I think it would be a very
unique and a very good area Lo
start because we have personnel
and staff from the university who
could easily commute to Carbonear

and therefore the cost of
implementing that into Ehe
Carbonear system and into the
Conception and Trinity Ray
systems, T should say, would be
much cheaper. I Ehink that
probably should be one of the
first places - one of the first
places, 1T sa-tid, that university

courses should bhe of Fered . I
will, over the next number of
months, be continuing on to make
sure that we promote that.

Just  to look abt a page of our
budget there, Mr. Speaker, along
Lhe same Tines, itk is very
interesting to note that the
Avalon Commnurily Colleqge,
Carbonear campus is to receive
some $820,000 this year as part of
the major capital construction,
s a matter of fact, tenders weare
awarded and construction has
started, I do not know if the
member for Port de Grave is aware
of that, but construcktion nas
already begun. As a matter of
fact, it 1is a contractor, I think,
from his district that is doing
the main portion of the work and
most of the people, if not all, of
tLhe people working on that
particular project, of the
renovation and demolition, are
from the Shearstown, Port de Grave
area, T have no objecltion at all
to that, Mr. Speaker, and I do not
mind saying 1L publicly because
the Carbonear campus is a regional
one and it serves Port de Grave,
Harbour Grace, Carbonear, and
Triniky - Bay de Verde, As @
matter of fact, it also serves
some of the Bellevue distirick so I
am sure when we look at it we have
Five people there that are served
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by that.

As  well, Mr . Speaker, in the
Departiment of Career Development
and Advanced Studies, one of the
bold initiatives that that
department and this government has
taken over the past two years ‘s
probably, in my opinion, one of
the better programmes thalt we have
embarked upon. That is the
Private Sector FEmployment
Programme.

Speaker, I think,
haen very, very successftul in
providing a R0/50 sharing of
Funding with the private sector.
I do not know how other members
Feel and how they have found this
programme to work, but, Mr .
Speaker, T c¢an say that in the
Carbonear district last year it
was just unbelievable the response
that the private sector gave to
that programme.

We have, M.

I think the responses that came in
were all positive, despite the
questionaire that the member ftor
Menihek (Mr. Fenwick) circulated
throughout the Province to  the
husiness community hoping to
receive all kinds of negative
responses, despite that. He never
once, Mr Speaker, commentad on
his c¢irculation of those
questionaires since, because when
he got the questionaires back, he
found very quickly that they were
positive.

MR. YOUNG:
Who?

MR. PEACH:

The member for Menihek circulated
a number of gquestionaires hoping
to Find out all of the negative
things you could have happen in
the Province.

MR. FENWICK:
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A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
A point of order, the hon. Lthe
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, you cannot allow the
member to deliberately mislead the
Houge here. The fact of the
matter is we  did survaey that
programme, we got resulbts bhack,
and - we published the results on

it We did say Ehe business
community accepted it So, the

member should skand corrected,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, pleasel

I did not hear you. Repeat Lhat

again, please.

MR. TULK:
The member had a mike.

MR. LONG:
Tt is a good point of order.

MR. FENWICK:
The member was saying -

MR. SPEAKER:

T will ritle if 4t dis @& point of
order after I can hear it, 1if you
wonld mind, pleasa,

The hon., t+the membher for Menihek,
would you repeat that?

MR. FENWICK:

The member is misleading the
House, Mr. Speaker, He 1 quite
correct 1in saying that we did ask
the business community whether or
not the programme was acceptable.
We did get replies back and we
found that For the business
community it  was a very well
received programme, which we said
publicly in  press releases and
elsewhere. So the minister is not
being correct 1n saying that we
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did not admit that that parl of it
was acceptable.

MR. TULK:
Mr . Speaker, to  khat point of
order,

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe the
hon. gentleman has even spoken 1in
this debate. I think. the hon.
gentleman is out of order, and T
would point this out to him, to
rise to answer a statement heing
made hy the member for Carbonear,
the Minister for Housing (Mr,
Peach) .

TF he wants to speak and make a
speech in this debate, I would say
he shonled do it at the appropriate
time and not when somebody else is
speaking. e gaentleman, who s
supposed to bhe so good in this
House and so pure, should learn to
keep his seat until the
appropriate time.

MR. SIMMS:
To that point of
Speaker.

order, Mr,

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I am really more
concerned with the language of the
hon. member for Menihek. I do not
believe it Hds unparliamentary to
imply that an hon. member misleads
or is misleading bthe House, but
certainly not to dmply that he
deliberately was misleading Lhe
House . From what I caught from
what Ehe hon., menber was saying,
it seemed to wme thalt he might have
bheen implying that he WA
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deliberately misleacding the
House, Perhaps Your Honour might
1like to ask the hon. member 1if he
would withdraw any kdnd of
imputation along those lines, and
that might settle the matter. But
certainly it is not very qood
language for the hon. member to bhe
using.

MR. SPEAKER:

To thal point of order, there was
no point of order. I did not hear
the hon. Lthe member For Menihek
saying that the hon. minister did
mislead the Honse. There was nNo
point of order, and the hon.
minister's bime is up,

MR. PEACH:
I will take half a minute to just
clue up, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing,

MR. PEACH:

I just want ko say that the
particular programme T refarrad
to, the one which disappointed the
member for Menihek because of Lhe
positive response we had, was well
received in the Carbonear
district. As a matter of fact,
Carbonear district was the third
highest community in this Province
to take advantage of Lthe private
sector programme.

Thank you very much, Mr., Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Baefore I recognize the hon. the
member for St. John's East, I
would 1like to read the three
questions for the Late Show.

The First question 1is Ffrom the

member . for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.
He is not: satishiead Wi kh the
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answer given by the Minister of
Transportation in today's Question
Period.

The second question 1is from the
membar for Port de Grave. He s
not satisfied with the answer
given to the question on Tuesday
by the Minister of Health.

The third question d1is from the
hon. Ethe member for Twillingale.
He questions the Minister of
Fisheries concerning the licences
for Newfoundland inshore Ffishing
vessels.

and now, Lhe hon. Lthe member For
St. John's East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .,

MR. LONG:

No, I will not be too long. T
will have a few minutes though to
say what I feel +is necessary about
the Estimates Committee meetings
which T participated in on Soctial
Services. We had seven different
departments that we were meeting
with, ministers and their senior
of ficials. T was able to atlend
all but one  of the meetings.
Because of another engagement, the
member for Menihek (Mr. Fenwick)
Filled <4n while T was nol there
when the Justice Minister came
hefore Ehe Social Services
Estimates Committee.

Refore addressing some of the
specific dssues 1in some of khe
particular departments and some of
the discussion that was held with
those ministers, I might just have
a few words 1in general on khe
committee system as other speakers
have addressed certain dssues with
raespect to the functioning of the
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committee system, in particular,

this committee, the Social
Services Committee.
The House Leader, when he

introduced the concurrence cdebale
on the Social Services Estimates
Committee on behalf of Lhe member
for St. John's North, who 1is not
in his place to hegin the debate,
went to some length to talk about

how well Ghe comnithee sysbem was
fFunctioning. He talked in
particular ahout the Social
Services Committee being the most
hard working of all thrae

Committees, and gave an historical
perspective on how the committee
system has come to be where it is
today  and how it has reached” a
point of such effectiveness.

I would like to say, Mr. Speaker,
ta the House lLeader that the
comnittee system is not yel
without its failings. In
particular, my own experience on
the Social Services Commitbtes was
one which I found quite
interesting at times, but T also
have to say, Mr. Speaker, that the
axperience was at Limes very
frustrating.

MR. SIMMONS:
T agree with the hon,
that.

memher on

MR. LONG:

T cannol. speak Ffor the other two
committees which were meeting,
Resonrcaes and Government Service
since we, in this party, were not
given a seat on them, and so we
had a different experience and a
different degree of fFfrustktration,
The member for Menihek tried to
attend other -

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible) I think Peter is used
to it.
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MR. LONG:

Right, the House Leader +dis nolk in
his seat bhut he 1is Laking every
opportunity as he will ko poke in
from various corridors and have a
few words to say.

MR. BUTT:
I thought you were asking good and
sensible questions at my
Esitimates, whereas the Liberals
waere not asking any sensible ones
at all.

MR. LONG:

Right, the Minister for Culture,
Recreation and Youth says that the
real opposition in his committee
meeting was coming from the NDP.
I have had similar feedback from
other ministers, not to overstate
Ehe issue, but obher winisters.
The Minister for Social Services
1l similar Feadback. Not ko
focus too directly on the role
played by the official Opposilion
membeirs, the members of the
Liberal Party who are sitbting on
this committee, both the members
of the conmittee and other membhers
of the caucus who werg responsible
for certain critic areas and were
coming in to take their time -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible.)

MR. LONG:

I have not said anything yet. T
am not going to take a lot of time
to talk about Lthe role played by
the Liberal members.

What I did want to say, Mr .
Speaker, was to the d1ssue as Lo
how the committees function. The
degree of frustration that T Ffelt
at times was not simply to do with
Lhe contributions or lack thereof
heing made by members of the
Liberal Party, which the Minister
of Culture, Recreation and Youth
has  just referrved to - and T
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helieve the Minister of Social
Servicaes has also put some of his
own comments on the record in that
regard - bhut I would have to say,
and it dis unfortunate that the
member for St. John's Norbth has
not heen in his seat Lo ohserve
and participate in the concurrence
debate for his Committee because I
am sure he would agree as Chair
that there were problems alt times
in developing a fair system in

which we could conduct Lhe
husiness of the committee dn an
equitabhle way S0 that all

Opposition members would have fair
and equal time to bring their
gquestions forward to the committee.

The Chair of our committee, Ffrom
what I understand from other
commenks e e in previous

concurreance debates with the
Resources Committee, Wa e

conducting the business of our
Commiklbee in perhaps a different
way . He was idnsisting on what he
called a flexible mebthod which was
to try and encourage members to
intervene and have a Ffree Flow of
debate so that we did not regulate
the time allotked to any members.

I would suggest, Mr, Speaker, that
in future, when the House breaks

into Estimates Compnittees and
hegins to do Lhe important

business of bringing ministers and
their offFicials forward to talk
about their budgets, that we need
a better system to allot time on
an equal and fair basis because,
as [ mentioned, we din bthis party

did not have a membership
representation on the other two
committees, and SO the only

comnittee in which we had Ffull
membership to speak from was the
Socinl Services commitbee.

T, at times, had great difficultby

in feeling like I was bheing given
an opportunity Lo do my work as an
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Opposition c¢ritic for the seven
departments that we were dealing
with 1in this FEstimakes Comnittee.
Sometimes that was a function of
Lhe Liberal Opposition raising
questions which I thought were not
particularly relevant in terms of
addressing major policy questions
that would need +to be debated -in
an estimates committee.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Stephenuille.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

T ask the member Ffor 5S5t. John's
Fast to clarify that statement.
My concerns are Jjust as good as
his concerns, and he can downgrade
ours as much as he wants to, but
we have a right too, even though
there is only fifteen of wus, and
two of them, to ask questions in
cammnittee,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, there is
no point of order.

The hon. the wmember fFor St. John's
Fast.

MR. L.ONG:

There s obwviously, Mr. Speakar,
no point of order, and at Utimes,
let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, when

T Wa s sitting in estimates
comnitltees @l quastions W e

heing asked, there were no real
queslkions being asked eidlther.

n any case, M, Speaker, no
matter Lhe performance and the
contribution or lack of, the poink
is I think what we need is a clear
set of rules and guidelines to
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establish speaking time and
speaking order din our committees
to enable all members of both
Opposition parties to be able to,
as the leader of the Opposition
likes to  say, discharge their
duties. So, that ds Just simply,
by way of saying to the House
Leadaer, thakt the comnittee system
yet, 1is far from perfect.

We seam to havae different sets of
rules heing applied, depending on
who the Chair of the comrittee
is. In my own experience with the
Social Services commiltee in which
we had the largest departments of
government  coming in with very
large budgets to be reviewed, it
was quite Frustrating, in a matter
of three hours, to feel like we
were adequately doing the business
that the estimates committee 1is
charged with doing, and that is
doing a full and proper review of
Lhe estimates in front of us, and
being given enough time and enough
space to ask the questions and
make points that we want to make
in a committee.

Briefly, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to refer to some of the specific
issues that were brought before
Lhe commiltee. T quess we could
say that of the seven departments,
the three largest departments of
government were perhaps the three
most  husy  comnilbtee meetings  we
had, and that would he Health,
Fduncation, and Social Services .

Each of these commnittees and
altogelhar were paeirhaps the

committees where, 1 personally
Felt the wmost frustration 1in bhe
time limits and the dinability for
Opposition members e properly
carry out their duties in asking
questions and raising debate.

The day we began our meetings of

the Social Services Committee, we
hegan wikh the estimabes of the

No. 35 R1868



Heal kh Department and at: the
beginning of our first meeting,
the Minister of Heallh came in
with a very Jengthy ministerial
statement, and at the and of his
statement, he tabled a report on
staffing levels abt the Hoyles

Fscasconi Complex, which we in
Ehis partky had been, For bthe last
four months, prior to the opening

of the House, bheean trying to
receive a copy of, to the point of
going Lhrough freedom of

information and having our request
denied, and then having to appeal
to the Ombudsman's Office to make
an interventiaon. Mu¢h to my
surprise, the agenda for the
review of the Health Department's
Estimates began with what was a
very urgent political dssue that
the minister laid before us, and
that was the release of the report,

Mr . Speaker, ak the time we
welcomed the opportunity ta

respond dmmediately and directly
to that report, but unfortunately,
Mr. Speaker, the prasentation by
the minister at the beginning of
his committee meeting of a wvery
significant document meant that
there was so mich Lime taken up
the first hour-and-a-half of the
comnittee, abt Tleast in discussing
that idssue, that it seemed to be
perhaps, a strategic move by Lthe
minister. To wait four months for
the release of a report, which
obviously should have bheen made
public much earlier, wmay have been
designed so that other time in the
Estimates Committee would nol hbe
taken up with more pressing
concerns.

The Minister of Health did Ihis
best through the rest of the time
taken in the Estimakbes Commitbtee.
I believe we went over on the
Department of Health and mebt again
a second time for half the time
allotted and split it up  witlh
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another department . But: Lhe
Minister of Health did his best to
engage A debate N which
Opposition members were trying to
acddress  Lthe very critical ‘issues
facing the delivery of health in
this Province hy beginmning what
would become a chorus through the
Social Services Fstimates
Committee, beginning by saying
thalk there are no cubbacks in this
department. The cry from the
Minister of Health was, 'How can
you say that there are any
cuthacks in  place when we are
spending millions more than we
gpent last year and last year we
spent millions more than we did
the year before?!

Mr.  Speaker, that established a
pattern in which ministers of this
government responsible For  human
services, we might say, for the
delivery of social programmes
health, education and sacial
sarvices, are clearly coming into
the Estimates Committee with a
very political agenda, one which
denies the seriousness of the
issnes  which  Opposition members

are bringing forward and one
which, in fact, shows greaeat
disregard, and in soine case

outright contempt, For Lthe many
people out there in the public who

are either working in certain
fields, in social services or

healkth or education, and certainly
the general public, the people who
have to deal wikth the delivery of
services and the problems and the
gaps and the shortfalls and Lhe
lack of adequate services.

The concerns that we bring forward

into the House and Llhen, in
particular, try to get into
details on in the Fetimates

Committee are totally dgnored by
the ministers. The chorus is that
members have no right to suggest
thalt there has bheen any programne
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of restraint or that there are any
cutbhacks or that there are any
problems with services, The
government 1is spending more year
to year and so the problens are
imaginary.

Mr. Speaker, I was pleased today
to hear the Minister of Health

(Dr. Collins), in his short
intervention in this debate,
acknowledge in a different way
then e discussion proceadead

during the Fstimates Committee
that indeed there are very serions
prohlems with respect to the
delivery of health care saervices
in this Province and that, as we
lTook ta bthe fubture with an aging
population, the problems are only
going to become more serions.

The minister acknowledged that he
and his officials are trying to
grapple wikh the need for what he
called ‘'a radical review' of how
the government delivers health
services in this Province. I was
pleased to hear the Minister of
Health today in, perhaps, a more
quietb fashion, and almost in
passing, because during Question
Period and when he 1is in front of
the TV cameras, he seems to take a
strike a different disposition and
in a very political way deny that
such problems exist, but today he
acknowledged, and I give him full
creditk for that, that the
department s doing dts best to
deal wikh the need for what he
called 'a radical review' of the
delivery of health services,

S T would appland the minister
for what he said in this debate on
Concurrence and- hope thal perhaps
it might be & sign that not only
Fhis minister, but the Minister of
Fducation (Mr. Hearn) as well, and
the Minisler of Social Services
(Mr. Tobin), in particular, those
olbher ministers who are
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responsible for Lhe largest
departments in the government and
who among them and togetbher are
responsible for the delivery of
numan service praogramnes, bhat
they will admit that they are
indeed very serious problems in
all these areas and that indeed,
as Opposition members have been
saying, there is a need for a full
review of how the government is
conducting dits affairs in these
departnents .

Mr. Speaker, there are nany, mnany
unresolved issues. The next
department, T believe, that we had
an opportunity to talk about was
the Department of Education and
the Minister of Education. il
would  Juslt  like o say an @
specific issue there, again, there
is an overall need for a review of
the education system in Lhe
Province.

T said at Lhe time during the
Estimates Committee hearing and I
would 1ike to say again that I
acknowledge, to some extent, the
position that Lhe Minister of

Education 1s in. The drony of
dealing with a situation in which
the Newfoundland Teachers'
Association, as one’ important
representative group coming from
Ehe educat.ion fField in this

Province -

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. mwember's time has elapsed.

MR. LONG:

Just by way of conclusion then,
Mr . Speaker - T was nok sure how
much time I had left - the NTA s
calling For putting more money
into education, hut acknowledges,
and has, in Facl, produced some of
the bhest research which shows the
problems of the duplication of
services inherent in the
denominational education system.
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I think the minister would agree
that there 1s a need for a full
review of the whole struckture of
education in this Province.

Just by way of conclnding

MR. SPENAKFR:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. LONG:

Unfortunaltely, there are many
oLther things which we will

continue to address day in and day
out.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Question! Question!

MR. SPEAKER:
Is the House ready For the
question?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Yas,

MR. SPEAKFR:
The question is, shall the report
he concurred in?

report of the
Committee Was

on  motion, the
Social Saervices
concurred in.

MR. STMMS:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPRAKER:
The hon. the President of Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, we will carry on with
Order 3 and now proceed to debate
the report of tLhe Govermnent
Services Committee, the final
report,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
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Vallay,

SOMF. HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would just like to start off,
Mr. Speaker, as [ did a couple of
weeks ago when I reported that we
had considered the esbkimakes of
the . seven departments we are

responsihle for, about the
Government Services Committee

itself, the members thalbt were on
it, and the type of meetings that
we did have.

The meetings were vaery
informative. There was & leuvel
of, I thought, vary pertinent

questions with upfront answers,
and what was not answered in
Committee, was  brought hack by
ministers after. I think some of
ik ods stbill outstanding, but that
will come in over the next couple
of weeks,

In any case, I want to agaln
congratulate the Commnittee on, T
thought, a job well done. We had
5EYAN heads Lo discuss  and Lo
consider: Newfoundland and
Labrador Housding Corporation; the
Departments of lLabour; Finance;

Consumar Affairs andl
Communications; Transportation;
Municipal AfFadirs; ard Public
Works .

The first one we discussed, Mr.
Speaker, was Lhe Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing Corporation. T
sald that night, and I will say it
here publicly, I thought the
minisker did an excellent jobh Ffor

his first appearance in the
Fstimakes. I Gthought, he did an

excellent and very competent job,

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFORD:

some of the things discussed under
the Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation - T will jusk
touch on a few because we had
seven heads. Tf you want Lo Louch
on - them all, it will not be long
taking up the fifteen minukes. In
any case, Wwe touched on public
housing whereby the Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing Corporation
tenants pay approximately 25 per
cent of their dincome towards the
rental.

Thal ds substankial, Mr. Speakar,
hecause T have a project din the

Humber Valley districh. To giva
you some idea of the importance of
Lhe NeawFourncTand and Labrador

Housing Corporation's 25 per cent
towards  the renl, Humber Valley
Homes in Deer Lake came 1in under
Lhe CMHC  system some  years Aago

whereby Lhey put up $25,000
towards the inttiation of Lhe
huilding and the first
establishment of Lhe complex.

That was supposed to be paid off
over the next five years and it
was not done because they just did
not have the income from the
source. We have tenants there
paying as high as 64 to 6% per
cent of their dncome in rental
Fees. Now, that will give you an
idea of what the impact is on the
tenants themselves., Tt 1is unreall

When vyvou Took just down the road
at the Pincent Memorial Homes or
something like that, theay are
paying 25 per cent, or the
NewfoundTand and Labrador Housing
homes where they are paying 25 per
cent of their dincoma. So T know
full well the benefits that {Lhat
could have on the district and on
ar individual, mainly on ar
individual who dis on a guaranteec
income, we  will say, a fixed
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income. So it dis substantial. We
are 1in the process now of trying
to do something about that in
conjunction with the NLHC.

Other things discussed were the
industrial parks in the Province.
A prime example of that is in the
district dtself, the dndustrial
park in Deer Lake which was worked
on by NLHC some eight or nine
years ago. Nothing Wa s done
whatsoever for eight or nine
years, no business activity, and,
due primarily to the efforts of

this govermnenk and this
adininistration, something has heen

happening, aspecially over Lhe
past couple of years, because now
we have  had  so many  requests For
the dndustrial park in Deer lLake
fhat it ds almosk filled. We have
a couple of pieces left, and over
Lhe nexl  couple of months  Lhat
should be filled. So the activity
in  the Jast year or year and a
half -has been substantial. We
have all kinds of businesses
moving to the industrial park.

Now, we have gotten to the point
where we have got to  make @
request for an expansion of that
industrial park. The whole Hunber
Valley region is moving, and the
Province as a whole. This says
something for the administration
itselF because bkhis just does not
happen 1in one area. This 1is a
thing Ehak is spreading right
across the Province, and we can it
with regard ko the unemployment
rate as well over there,

The RAPP Programme wWas another
thing that was discussed under
NLHC, an excellent programme,
administered in my district hy the
town of Deer lLake dtself and in
othar places by the office -in
Corner Brook and around the
clistrict. T just touch on that.
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We went on to the Department of
Labour., The minister did an
excellent job. We covered the
subjects Tike pay  equily. The
main one there, T think, was the
Compensation Roard, Some  of  the
things covered there was wheare
Fhey died away with - if a person
ia  on  compensabtion, dinstead of
keeping him on  long-termn, Lhey
give him & total payout of $25,000
or  $35%,000, something like that,
and they start a business of their
QN , and then Lhey Are off
compensation. They are
self-employed.

So there was some discussion wilkh
regard to that, and people going
to their own doctor and he s
saying one thing. Then they go to
tLhe Compensation Board's doctor
and he says something else. But,
anyway, Lhat department was
covered quite well. There were a
Few questions asked of which the
minister took notice and I would
say he will come +in with the
answers wilthin a few weeks.

Finance, Mr. Speaker, 1is anobher
one that went over fairly well.
Some of bthe bhings discussed bthere
wa s the bhorrowing by the
Department of Finance, how -t was
done on world markets, and the

reasoans For it The questions
were very pertinent questions, and

T think Lhe angwers by the
minister were well taken,
especially by Lhe memnber for
Gander, who asked a lot of

e "o e
t +

pertinent gquastions.

The deficit was discussed. Ns you
know, the projected deficit for
1987 was approximately $173
million, and when the bhudget did
come out and was introduced, that
Was down to approximately $58
nillion. S0 that WA a
substantial decrease in the
projection and the reality was

L1873 May 12, 1988 Vol XL

that we had a $58 million deficit
in this vear's budget.

One of the reasons, Mr. Speaker,
for that, that came out 1in the
discussions T guess all members
could read it din the Estimabtes and
in bthe budget - was because of Lhe
increase din  the RST, the Retail
Salaes Tax, in the personal -income
tax, in the corporate income bLax,

ancl in  khe equaliczation plans.
Mi~. - Speaker, respectively Lhe
amounts We e approximately $26

million, RST idncrease; parsonal
income tax up  some $18 millian;
the corporate dincome tax, some $bH
million; ancl Ehe equalization,
approximately $11 million.

Mr. Speaker, din order for those
taxes ko dincrease, RST does notk
increase unless someone is
spending money. You have Lo buy
something in order to pay taxes.
In  order to bhuy something, you
have to have money. So there is
an cindication, no doubt about il,
that the unemployment rate in the
Province s decreas-ing.

That was made factual Jjust last
weak by  Stats  Canada  when they
said that 1t was 17.5 per cent,
down  From 20.5% per cent, al the
same time a year ago. So that s
incicative of what nas bean
happening. Granted Lhe
unemployment  rate s stil1T high,
but we are working on Uthat, and
Ehere are bthings happening every
day in the Province, with some
incentive by  governmenbk and  bhe
private secktor. The private
sector dis really kicking in, Mr.
Speaker, and putting their money
where their mouths are. They are
starting to spend and that is
ohvious in the district of Humber
Valley as well.

The other thing s the Ffirst
quarter report From the Statistics
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Canada wi ih ragard Lo hea
industrial base din the Prouvince
and  the economic outlook For the
Province, just a short while ago
showerd it was a  30.% percent
increase 1in the sale of cars in

the Province, just for one
example. That alone, I do not
have to tell you what the taxes
are on Jjust one vehicle. So it

does not take long when you are
getting into that kind of spending
to bring your RST income up.

Another one was Consumer Affairs
and Comnunications . The hon .
Minister of Consumer AFfairs and
Communications talked about gas
prices in  the Province, whether
they were fair or not, whether
Fhaere should be & raeduction, as
compared with Nova Scotia. One of
tha things cdiscissead therae was
that the Nova Scoltia gas price was
undaer the Public UkdiTlitdies Board.
Tn discussions back and forth, we
discovaered bthat was not always the
right way to go either because of

the fact therae are S0 ANy
reslrictions. In one case, I

Lhink a local consumer appealed a
decision of the Public Utilities
Boarcd in Nova Scotia and they won
their appeal. So that did not
look too  good for LRhe Public
Utilities Board in Nova Scotia.
There are pros and cons and maybe
they are debatable and arguable, I
do not know,

Cable Television and things Jlike
that were discussed. The Landlord
and Tenanks Aclt was discussed atb
the same meeting,

We came on down to Public Works
and  the hon. Minisker of Public
Works was questioned on such
Fhings as roenbting space because of
the new office building, why rent
gpace and why we had so much let
out. outside the huilding. The
cost of portfolio changaes of
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ministers, Newfoundland
Information Services, expenditure
on Opposition offices, purchase of
the Newfoundland Savings Rank
building, and so  on, There was
quite a bit discussed here and
quibe a bit of information gained
in the discussions back and forth.

Municipal Affairs and
Transportation were two so-called
heavier portfolios that we were
discussing and one of the things
that came out Municipal Affairs
WA s e need For regional
government across the Province. I
think all members agreed wii th
that.

It dis something that I have bhean
involuved in For years because of
my affiliation with Council,
although wikth &  small council,
such as the one in Cormack. T was
affiliataed with the Federabtion of
Municipalities provincially For
Four years and with bthe Canadian
Federation of Municipalities for
two,  whereby this was always a
subject. Where I was a small town
representative on the Federation
of Municipalities, I was always
cognizant of the need Faomr &
regional government.

We have examples of that around

Lhe Province. Conception Ray
South 1is & prime example. South

Brook over my way in the Humber
Valley area is another prime
example of people sharing andl
cutting down on the cost,
especially when 1t comes to the
infrastructural part or things
1ike Fire hrigades, recraabion
facilities, water and sewer and
what have you,

T am not trying primarily in the
district of Humber Valley to try
to  geb some kind of  amalgamation
in place there wherehy we can take
1n the outTining AP aas af
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Nicholsville, Goose Arm, Spillway,
St. Jude's, and Reidville and have
them come under the direction of
the Deer Lake Council with regard
to a regional water supply thereby
again cutting down on Lthe amount
of monies thak would bhe needed in
the Municipal Affairs Department.

We have examples of that in  bthe
district., Tt was brought up by
Fhe member for Rurgeo (Mr,
Gilbert) about the incinerator
problem up in  his district, a
prime  example. We had that, as
Aall wmembers know, when you used to
come into the airport in Deer
lLake, the First bthing mecting you
was the dump on the left hand side
and  you could hardly see it Ffor

gulls. In any case, that 1s
el lminated O . AT the towns

agreed to put in one dncinerator
and now, although there +1is no
regional government, everybody do
pay a fee on a per capita basis,
and putting their garbage into the

one place. It is working wvery
well. t is working well for the

ambulance service, another prime
example, that dis based on a per
capita basis in  each comnunity.
The fire brigade s there as

well. Dear Lake has gobt one,
Reidville, and Cormack and that
covars pretty we ] the whole
Spillway, St Jude's,

Nicholsuille, Goose Arm area.

Sa il ds an economic thing, bul
all municipal

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, plaease!

The hon. member's Lime has elapsed.

MR. WOODFORD:

[ would just 1ike Lo thank the
members of the Committee, M.
Speaker, for a job well done. We
had sevan meetings in a rouw,
without exception everything
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passed at the @ncl of each
meeting. So that augers well for
the members of the Committee, M.
Speaker.

Thank you very much,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:
MR. Speaker,

MR. SPFEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Ray d'Fspoir.

SOME_ _HONM. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Well, I have to agree with some of
the things that the Chairman
gaid, This week T am sort of in
an agreeable mood because I had
the occasion Lo becone a
grandfather twice yesterday.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GTILBERT:

I would like to say that I welcome
Dehorah  Susan  Gilbert and David
Scott silbert Lo Newfoundland.
They will he good Liberals n
about twenty years ULime.

SOMF HON. MEMRERS:
Hlear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Your son worked for me Lthe last
timne

MR. GILBERT:
Bacause he recognized a good man.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
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MR. GLLBERT:
He knew you used to work for me,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GTLRERT:

Anyhow, Mr . Speakear, it i a
pleasure to be able to agree with
the Chairman for a while that it
was the best Committee that I had
worked on  since T have been a
member. There were same good
questions asked.

T am not as positive about the
answers as the Chairman is.
However, there were many queskions
answered and some of Lthem are
still unanswered. Rut, in general
the seven departments covered T
thought were covered well., We got
through the questions very well
and, as T said, bthere waere really
come interesting questions asked.

The answeaers WET e naol: as
interesting. There were sOme

political answaers given,

The concerns we axpressad as we
went down Lhrough were mostly in

an effort to queskion Lhae
ministers offices. With the

expenses in kthe ministers office,
the +two points that were always
brought up was that the spending

in Transportation and
Communications and Purchased

Services in the minister's office
are continually, year after year,
overspent. In other words, we
questioned the polint of why we
were going through this exercise
if the ministers were nok going to
live within the budgets that were
voted o theam. We are nok
gsatisfied with the answers we
received ko khat question,

What 1is the point? IF yon are
going to spend money on travel and
entertaimment, we should pul it
into the estimates as  Eravel and
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enterbtainment so that we all know
at the time what we are going to
spend our moneay  on, That was bthe
major concearn in all of Lhe
departments .

As the Chairman said, we went
through Fhe various departments
and I am going to leave it to the
various critics on this side to
cover the dindividual departments
as  khey go  through the cdabate,.
All the departments we e
important. T bthink the ones I am
going to talk about mostly in this
are doing to bhe the ones that I am
the shadow for, which dis Public
Works anc Services and
Transportation.

However, I would point out that
Lhe Chairman ended up on Municipal
Affairs and that there was a
genaral agreement  that there had
to be more regional government.

That was  agreed, Rt as Far
having +the political will to put
it into Force, there was some

question about how that was going
[}

to be done.

Wa, Lhe Opposition Liberal Parhy,
still feel that there are some
sarfous problems 1in the way that
the funding 1is delivered. The
Tory districts seemn Lo he getlting
a better share of the funding than
the Liberal districts. T am sure
when the critic talks he will Dbe
elaborating a Tlittle .further on
that.

It is now 5:30, Mr. Speaker, and I
will adjourn the debale.

MR. SPEAKER:

The debate 1is adjourned by the
hon., Ethe wember for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir.

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]
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MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
I now call on the hon. the member
again.

The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'fEspoir is nobt satisfied with
the answer he got from the haon,
Lhe Minister of Transportation and
he wishes to debate 1t on the
adjournment,

The hon. the member for Burgeo
Ray d'FEspoir.

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr., Speakaer,

T had occasion to ask the Minister
of Transportation a question thatl
we, on this side of +the House,
have asked many btimes in the last
three yeurs since I have bheen

here. [t concerns the funding For
road paving and upgrading din this
Province, the money that Lhe
minister is going to spend in his
department, the $40 willion that
euery year he has at his
discretion ko spend in khe

Province.

Two weeks ago the minister stood
in this House and made a
Ministerial Statement which listed
about a third of this $40 million
that he had spent., To my
knowledge, there was very lithle
of  this money being spent in
Liberal diskricts, They seemead Lo
me  that the old pork bharrelling
arrangement. was sbti1ll there. 50,
thal prompted my question to the

minister on Monday aflernoon,

( asked him when we could expact

the list fFor the remaining
two -thirds of this $40 million ko

he spent . Would there be any of
the Libheral requests that Lhe
former minister asked us to
provide in December, a Tlist of
road priorities in our districts.
We did provide those lists,
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There was an 1interesting thing
after that. Shortly after that,
there was an article in the paper
where the former Deputy Minister
of Transportation, at the time,
said as Ffar as he was concerned
that government members were given
a chance to prouvide this Tlist. It
was published in one of the papers
1N January . Govearnment memhers
did have an opportunity to make
recomnenclations to the winister as
to how this roads money was going
Lo be spent, in other words, how
the pork barrel was going to Dbe
divicded this year.

My question to Lhe minister d1s why
did  Ehe Former mindister  come oulk
and ask tLhe members of the
Opposikion to provide bthis lisk @f
there was no attention going to he
paicd to -t? In the First Ethird,
as far as I am concerned, none of
the priorities that were addressed
hy members here were answered, and
now, we have khe remaining $25
million to be spent.

What 1s going to happen to the
list that was presented by the

members opposite? How come the
lLiberal districts are nolb on the
priority list? The minister is

going to gelb up and say that he
gets a request for $500 million,
or $600 million, and he has only
got $40 million to spend. Hoiw
come it is always and Forever that
the Libheral districtls are not
considerad in the pork barreling
of the funds?

Yes, the tokenism dis¢ there to say,

Yas, okay, youl il get
something.' The thing we askad

and we have continually asked Lhe
minister is would he not heed the
Auditor-General's report where Lhe
Auditor-General said that there
was no procedure or guidelines for
the distribution of this funding?
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We asked the minister Af he wotld
make public the priority Jist that
was sebt up by Lhe c¢ivil servants

in his department, the
recomnencdations bthat were made by
the civil servants in his

departmenl, and then pick ouk Lhe
ones that he 4% going to fund outl
of his $40 willion. I he has
Lhis horrendous list of $400
million, or $500 million, a6
realize thal 4t cannot bhe done on
Y this-year basis. Rut  9F  he
would take the top priorities that
were listed and say, 'Okay, here
are the first twenty,' and we feel
that Gthey should be funded, but
there is also a number ninety--nine
that should be funded, bring .into
the House of Assembly the list
that the government wants bto pilck
from the priority list put forward
by Ehe by the c¢ivil service,
rather than take the list +that is
given by the c¢ivil service, hide
away up in the Cabinelt room, make
the Tist and colne clowin A
announce it Tt destroys
democracy.

The wminister is going to say khatb
it dis done on a fair basdis, bhut
anather perception is what is onk
there. When 4t dis done in veiled
sacrecy, it s hard to conuince
people oul there that it is done
on a fair basis.

So I ask the minister to make the
list public, let us debate ik, and
lett the minister say why they
picked the places they picked
bhefore it is made fait accompli.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . Lhe
Transportation.

Minister of
MR. DOYLE:
FMank you, Mr. Speaker.

I want ko respond to  the hon.
gentleman but I really do not know
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how Lo respond Lo him at all. T
do not know how to keep  him
satisFied,

He complainsg aboul the fack bhat

Lhe former Minisler of
Transporbation has  asked For @&
priority list from memhers

opposite as ko what projects they
would like to see undertaken in
their district, He complains
about that, but when we did not
ask -~ him For priorities in thelir
own areas, he complains about not
having a chance Lo make
representation to government on
what projects he would like to
have undertaken in his district.
I really do not know how we can
satisfy the hon. member at all,
Mr. Speaker,

T would Tike to dindicalke bto the
member that the procedure right
now is  no JdiffFerent cin approving
projects in Lhe Department of
Transportation than it ds in any
other part of the country. Every
province in Canada uses khe system
that we have right now and the
procadure ds  to submit a liskting
of X millions of dollars worth of
projeclts Lo Treasury Roard, That
i3 done mainly for the record and
to officially say thabt khis is how
much we need in any one given
year

The budgetary process will
probakbhly allocate $4.0 million,
What the Auditor General - and
this is  what the nember keeps
referring to, what the Auditor
General was saying - and it s
fair and a legitimate comment that
we do nobt have any problem wibh
whatsoever, is that the Department
does nob have anykhing in writing

as to what policies and
procecdures, or guidelines, are

used in ddentifying and priorizing
projects in the Province,
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There are guidelines, Mr, Speaker,
that are not wriktken down as firm
policy. However, 1n our response
to the hon. member somelbime ago,

it was indicated that the
department is planning he
development of a long-term and a
long-range plan which wi ]l

identify all its requirements .
That docuwent will bhe used in the
department's planning as to what
projects should he underktaken.
That will dinclude the maintenance
cost on roads, the btraffic volume,
the industrial development in the
area, thae school bhusing, and what
have you,

A couple of weeks ago we released
an  early Lendaring ofF capibal
projects which dncluded a number
of  projects in areas represenbaed
by hon. members opposite like Lhe
grading of the Mose Ambrose road
toward Coomb's Cove, which is
costing the department $400,000.
The Black Tickle to Domino project
is another one that e are
undertaking this year which 1is
going *to c¢osk about $100,000 to
$150,000. The upgrading of the
Goose Cove road $200,000, and the
upgrading of tLhe Englee road
$200,000. These are just in the
early tendering of capital
projects.

It dis wvirtually dimpossible, Your
Honour, for me as the minister to
take two, three, or four hundred
roads and Lo  bring them to the

House and say, "This is the
priority which we akbtach toe  any

given project and this dis the
reason  why we  are  approving  a
particular road for paving,
upgrading' and  what have yolu,
That ds just not practical, it is
not Feasible, it s nolt efficient,
and on top of Lhat, Mr. Speaker,
it would be chaotic “IF we had bto
go through that type of a system
in order to get projects
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approved,

When projects are dealt with by
cabinet a lot of things are taken
into consideration and when
projects are approved, tenders are
called and announced. That is the
way ik ds  done in every obther
jurisdiction in Canada and that 1s
the way ikt s  done N every
department that has & capital
programne .

The procedure is not different in
any way, shape or form and I would
Tike ko point oukt  to  bhe hon,
members opposite that since the PC
adiministration took office back :in
1972, %27 million has been spentk
in the oistrict of Burgeo - Bay

d'Espoir; in Fagle River $4.0
million has been spenlk; +4n Fogo
$30 million has heen spent

Hermni bage Mead $38
Menihek $27 million

Fortune
million;

spenl:; Windsar - Auchans $10
million; Naskaupi $17 million, all

by A pcC acminiskration, Mr .
Speaker, and they keep making the
case bthat there 1s no money bheing
spent in districts that are
represented by members opposite.

That -is shameful, Mr. Speaker, for
members to be making that btype of
case when it dis absolubtely untrue.

MR. DINN:
Make ne wonder r cannot gelb
anything done in St. John's.

MR. SPEAKER:

Ordar, nleasal

T think it has bheen agreed we Lake

the third question next. It is
Fram Lhe hor. nennh e For

Twillingate., He d1s nolb satisfied
with  Lhe reply he got  from bhe
Minister of Fisheries concerning
the Tlicensing of inshore flishing
vessels by St. Pierre.
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The haon. Ehe membar for

Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:
Fhank you, Mr. Speakar.

MP . Speaker, i1 is regretable bhal
fiashermen of St Pierre and
Migquelon and the South Coast of
Newfoundland, who have enjoyed
living rogether, as 1L were, for
centuries, I suppose, co-existing,
Fishing in the sane waters, and
all of the sudden, for what we
suspect ko bhe political reasons on
the part of the Government of
France or the former Premier of
France, Lthat that relationship, an
historic relationship that we have
enjoyed for so long, has all but
bheen severed.

Mt Speaker, Lhe situation i
becoming very serious in that
today on the South Coast of our
Province we have a large number of
small boat inshore fishermen who
have traditionally fished in those
watars and who are now lafk in a
state of almost suspended
animation in that bthey do nobk know
where they stand. That, of
course, promprted ny  quesltion Lo
the minister on Tuesday.

e haue heard reporls, For
example, that the Government of
France s now demanding it
Newfoundland vessaels Fishing
within kheir so-called territorial
waters be licensed. We have heard
ofF cases where Newf ounmndland
inshore vessel owners have applied
For a license hut have been told
that they are too late this year
and that they will have to wait
until next year in order to get a
license to fish in those wabkers.

That, of course, "is playing havoc
with & Jarge number of people
because we all know bthat there are
at least twenty longliners from
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the South Coasl  of  NewFoundland
who frequent, again, the so-called
Lerritorial waters of Sk, Pilerre
and Miquelon, and fish. of
course, conversaely there are an
equal number, din fact, T believe,
an even  gradbar  ntnber,  in terms
of numbers, maybe smaller boats
bt cartainly there are in excess
of, I believe, thirty-five or
Forty people From St. Pierre who
fish dn  what we claim to  be
Canaclian territaory, Lhe waters
this side of the middle distance
Tine,

Sa  bthere seems to be @ standoff,
Mr. Speaker, and that 1s why I
Lhink something has got to bhe
done. We all know that Tlast
Friday we had a healted debate in
the House when mayhe we were quite
angry abt what had happened the
previous day when a Newfoundland
vessel NG intercepled and
detained and, subsequently, taken
to St Pigrre by French
authorities.

We heard the Premier, of course,
maka a wvery dmpassioned plea Lo
OlLtawa, followed by a letter Lhatl
was  sanlk Lo the  RE. Hon. Joe
Clark, asking that @conomic
sanctions be [dnposed against that
counkry.

We all know, of course, thabt Mr.
Clark replied that no such
sancktions would be imposed, and,
of course, the reason he gave 1s
certainly, in my view, and T think
in the view of a lot of
Newfoundlanders, espacially mny
colleagues here, not a very

satisfFactory one. I bhelieve his
reason was, 1if we start dmposing

sanctions, it is a
two-edged sword, Where is it
going to and? T believe he
expressed the concern that any
suech sanctions could very well
have an affect on Jjobs on Lthe

@CONOMIC
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mainland. I helieve, he
specifically ment ioned the

Michelin tire plant in Nova Scotia
where he said 2,000 jobs were
being jeopardized.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that that
is not a good enough reason for
not following through on the
prayer of the resolution that we
passecd in this House lask Friday,
whereby we c¢alled upon Canada to

use whakever Jevers ik had
diplomatically and economically to
bring some sanilby to Ehe
Governmeant, of France and,
hopefully, to resolue this boundry
question, Rut the matter siill

ramaing up in the air, Mr. Spaeakaer,

The Minister of Fisherioes bLoday,
in reply to my question and that
of  my colleague For Forlune -
Hermitage, could not add much to
what has already been sadid, He ig
saying that he ds 1In constant

touch Wi th External AfFfairs
authorities but Lhat nothing
concrete  has happened. Well, T

would suggest to you, that is not
good enough. TE is not providing
much consolation or comfort to the
fishermen who were, in the First
instance, harrassed and
intercepted last week, and who are
trying now to get back to that
area Lo pursue their wvocation,
and, of course, it 1s of 1little
consolation to bthe many dozens of
other Newfoundland fishermen,
indeed, T suppose, hundreds, who
want to fish in that area.

Mr. Speaker, my +time dis obviously
up, but T would ask bthe ninister
Lo enlighten the House as to what
1ig happening. Will he dimpress upon
his counterparts and the federal
authorilies the neaed Lo Forgel
this  nonsense and to allow the
sbatus Ggiao, Lo oblkain For
Newfoundlanders and the people of
$t.  Pierre - bthe people of Sl
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Pierre are not the enemy - to
allow them to carry on as we have
been doing now  for centuries,
Fishing side hy side and enjoying
that kind of good relationship.

MR, SPFEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, let nme
say that the hon. gentleman is
absolutely correct. T do nat
think any of us here din this
House, or in the Province, really,
fFeel that Lthe people of St. Pierre

anel Miguelon arae the @nemy .
Neither are Lhe people of
Neawf onnd Tand anel Labrador
conversely the enemy of the people
of S, Piarre and Miquelon. (ks

very unfortunate bthat the people
in both this Province and on bkhe
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon
have been caught uwp din & stibtuation
which 1s not of their making. The
reality Hds Fkhat both of us, Lhe
people of this Province and the
people of those istands, are
caught in a very difficult
international situaktion and the
people of both areas are suffering
the consequences of the lack of
diligence, lack of perspective,

Tlack of co~-operabion, lack of
anything you want to call 4it, of
the respective national

governments of both sides.

The hon. gentleman's assessment,
Mr . Spealker, of the situation is
nothing to disagree with. It dis a
yary unfortunate hisbtoric
situation. Tt 1s very unfortunate
Lhatlt Ehe  national Jovernment  of
France, not the people of St
Pierre and Miguelon, have  sean
Fit, without any warning alt all tao
Canada, wilkhout any warning ab all
to the Ffishermen of the South
Coasl of NewfFoundland, abt a very
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late stage of the game, a very
late stage of the fishing season,
to take it upon themselves
unilaterally to change rules .,
Because, historically, as the hon.
gentleman said in his remarks,
both of wus, the fishermen from
this Province and the fishermen
from St. Pierre and Miquelon, have

bheen free, the small hoat
fishermen and the inshore
fishermen, to wander beck and

fForth across any imaginary lines

and pursue ktheir livelihood as
they have done for decades
passed, So ik is very
unacceptable, It is very
provocative. It is very

unfortunate that the Goverrnment of
France have done that.

Mr, Speaker, we have been 1in
constant surveillance of this
particular matter for months,

really, hut more particularly
since last Thursday when the
Maritimer Was arrested. The
French authorities din St. Pierre
and Miquelon have provided some of

the Newfoundland skippers, at
least, with applications for
licences. Those applications, Mr.
Speaker, are very dangerous
documents. Not only do they
request the Newfoundlanders

concerned to apply for licences Lo
fish within the so-called

territorial waters around St.
Pierre and Miquelon, but the
application itself also refers to
the economic zone. Hon. gentlemen

in this House are no doubt aware
that France, on  behalf of St
Pierre and Miquelon, is claiming a
very  vast economic zone that is
over ancd above the twelve mile
territorial waters that: most
people would probably agree with,
and that on the application form
itself, Mr . Speaker, there is
reference to licences in suchn
disputed areas as 3Ps and 4UXW,
zones that are totally outside of,
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in any stretch of the imagination,
the territorial waters of St.
Pierre and Miquelon.

So we are doing what we can. We
are not taking & Dback seat Lo
anybody. We are trying to get the
Government of Canada to get out of
France, an appropriate answer, so0
we can deal with all the people
involved, but particularly the
owners of those twenty vessels
that. the hon. gentleman referred
to, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Gthe member for Port de
Grave,

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr . Speakear, on fuesday in
Question Period 1 asked the
Minister of Health a question on
what he was going to do about the
closure of hospital beds. At that
time I +tabled din +this House of
Assembly a copy of a letter I had
received from a family in St.
Lawrercae concerning problens they
had in trying to getting their
mother admitted {0 the Health
Sciences Complex. The minister is
juslk not listening to questions
being put forward by the
Opposition when it comes to Lhe
closure of beds in hospitals .,
Every time he is asked a question
in relation *to that, he will ~try
to play politics and try Lo play
down the seriousness of the
situation.

In pointing out the seriousness of

the question I have often asked,
How would the minister like it, or
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any member of the government, if
it was a relative of their family
who was trying to get admitted Lo
hospital? What would they do
about the situation?

After I pointed that out the other
day, a member of the public said
to me, 1f 1t was a relative of one
of the ministers families they
might not have the same trouble,
because they might be able to use
their political dinfluence to Lkry
to get that family member admitted
to hospital. Nouw, I would not
like teo think that that is a fact.

MR. SIMMONS:
That is a fact.

MR. EFFORD:

That 1s not a fact, because it

would be very serious if that was
the situation. But something has
to jolt this governmant inkto
realizing what is happening 1is not
only happening at Lhe Health
Sciences Complex, not only at St.
Clare's, not only in the Grace,
but it ds happening 1in  every
hospital around this Province.
What did we see after the question
was put to the minister the other
day? We saw the minister come
into the House of Assembly today
with a statement saying that they
are going to c¢lose 430 beds in

this Province Lhis Summer . He
very clearly pointed out this
Summer . And I am wondering if

that is not 430 beds plus the beds
that are already closed in the
hospitals around the Province?

Let me refer to what 1is taking
place at the Health Sciences
Complex. In the months of March
and April, and this month, there
were forty—four heds closed on the
fifth Ffloor of that hospital. He
comes 1in with a statement today
saying there are going to be 430
beds c¢losed this Summer. Is that
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430 beds plus the beds that are
already closed at the hospital?
IF 4t ds  not, the wminister is
confused in the seasons in this
Province, because T have never
seen Summer start in April month
in NewfFoundland and end in October
month. So the minister is
certainly confused.

The Evening Telegram quotes {he
minister as saying, "Not true
deaths caused by neglect, SaAYS
health c¢ritic, 'irresponsible' . "

Now the minister c¢an make all
those statements he wishes, the
point 1§ the last paragraph of
this letter points out that the
concern now is with +this Family,
as it is with every person in this
Province, not with what happened
in the past. It dis to prevent
anything like it happening in Lhe
future., That is the concern,

MR. TULK:
(Inaudible) Open Line Show this
morning.

MR. EFFORD:

Well, the minister knows full
well, and I am sure the qovernment
knows full well now that  the
people of this Province are quite
open and quite clear about their
concerns about 1t and they, no
doubt, will do what 1is necessary
in  the next election to ensure
that it will not happen after the
next election. Rut the problem we
have with it and the problem every
¢citizen of this Province has witkh
it, 1s that 4t ds happening now.

And nobody - the Minister of
Health is a very capahle
individual, T oa doctaor by
profession, and a former Minister
of Finance - no minister or no

member of this House can stand 1in
this House and say that when you
close hospital Dbeds 4t 1§ not
going Lo have an affect on the
health care needs of the people of
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this Province. You can cover it
up by saying that it was not an
emergency situation at the time,
but who 1s to say that if that
woman had heean admitted to
hospital when she wanted to be,
when her family wanted her to be,
when Lthe doctors wanted her to be,
that she would not still be alive

today . Whether it was an
emergency situation at the time 1is
not the gquestion. That: fact is

she heeded Lo bhe admitted to
hospital, she needed care, and she
could not be admitted.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:
Already, Mr. Speaker?

In conclusion, Mr . Speaker, I
would beg again, as we did last
week, the Minister of Health to
look at .the seriousness of the
situation . and to stop closing
beds, and to give the people of
this Province the decent health
care they need.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS: :

Mr. Speaker, I am trying to give
the hon. member Lthe henefit of the
doubt, that 1s that he has a
particular view and he thinks that
view is the totally correct view
and no one else has & right to any
other view, and if they do bhave
another view, they are totally
wrong. I am trying to gilve him
the benefit of that doubl,
However, I do have difficulty
doing it when he comes up witkh
remarks like, Well,- if it were
your relative, because you are 1in
the government, or your relative
because you are a doctor, you
could probably get them in,
suggesting by innuendo that that
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is the case. It causes me
difficulty in giving him the
benefit of +the doubt. I tend to
think, when he gets on with that
kind of commentary, that he is
getting extremely political.

Nouw , I am not, quite honestly,
getting political here, I am just
going to state a few facts.
Firstly, we have always closed,
For years and yedars, something of
the .order of 350 beds. This year
we are going to close slightly
over 400 beds, partly hecause
there 1s a particular situation
out at the Central Newfoundland
Hospiltal that requires that; they
have a construction job out there
and it requires it. That 1¢ one
point.

The second point 18 we have more
beds than we ever did in the past
in  this Province. S0 percentage
wise there d4is not that a great
change in the percentage of beds
closing.

The third point is that the
provincial bed study done in 1985
sajd that we have too many beds in
this Province; they said we have
370 acute beds too many din this
Province. IF vyou beliesve those
figures, the beds that are being
closed +in the summertime now are
not putting us much below where
the bhed stucdy said that we should
be in the first place.

The fourth point to he made, is
Lhat we are pubting-

MR. EFFORD:

(Inaudible).

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

DR. COLLINS:

We are putting in place increasing
services of an ambulatory nature,
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of a community nature, of a
home-care nature to take pressure
of the number of bheds 1in the
Province.

The fifth point is the hon. member
is saying that Lhis problem
relates to everyone, I have to
point out to the hon. member, that
the Sir Thomas Roddickton, the 01ld
Perlican, the Harbour Breton, the
William Jackman, the Curtis
Memorial, the Churchill Falls, the
Lake Melville, the Waterford, the
M,J. Boylen, the Springdale, and
four cottage hospitals have no
closures, no closures whatever,
There are about a dozen hospitals
that have no closures this year,
or, indeed, last year.

So, to sum up, hed closures 1in the
summertime 1is not unusual, it dis
not unique to this Province. It
is something that the doctors and
the hospitals themselves feel they
have - to do because there are not
as many patients who want to go
into hospital. Paople do want to
go on vacation during those Ltimes
of the year, And we are
increasing our budgets Lo
hospitals all the time. We put in
this vyear $2.5 milldion purely for
expanded and dincreased services.
This is not the ordinary, shall we
say, increase related to CPI or
whatever, we put 1in, for expanded
and dimproved services of a high
tech nature, $2.5 million
throughout the system, the bulk of
it being to the tertiary, to Lthe
core hospitals,

Doctors like to work. They are an
ill-advised bunch of people, they
like to waork when they are
around. Now, they also like to go
on holiday, and I do not blamne
them for that. But when they are
around, they like to work. They
like to Dbe at it all day 1long.
Their wives cannobt get themn home
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halF  the time. They leave at
eight in the morning and come home
atl: eight 1in the night. They just
like to work. So they will always
complain 1if they have pabientks
they cannot operate on or Lake
care of and they are not allowed
to do it right away, depending on
whether the needs are there in an
in a wvery acute way or not, I
have never seen & surgeon yelt who
did not say I want to do twenty
operations a day. If you tell
him, Look, all you need to do are
ten operations a day, to take care
of the work presented to him, he

will say, Not on your life. I
want to do my twenty operations a
day. And 1if you do not let him,

he will complain about it.

Be assured that W have the
hospital services under control in
this Province, AS we had in
previous years and as we will have
in years to come.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!
on motion, the House at its

rising, adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, May 13, 1988 at 10:00 a.m.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS —#’ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬁ___ﬂ___
REGARDING COLLEGE/INSTITUTES

STAFF DISPLACEMENTS

STAFF DISPLACEMENTS

The attached table provides a detailed analysis of staff
displacements which have taken plaéé recently in the post-
secondary education system. The following points are
highlighted:

- A total of 41.5 staff were displaced

- Of the total number displaced 18 were permanent employees
and 23.5 were temporary employees.

- Of the total number displaced 14 were displaced as a result
of declining enrollment, while 27.5 were displaced as a
result of the ongoing reorganization. _

- While a total of 41.5 staff were displaced, approximately
16.5 new positions will be introduced to meet other
programming requirements. The net reduction in the
instructor staff compliment is, therefore, 25 positions.

None of staff reductions have any adverse impact on students.

CAPITAL/CURRENT ACCOUNT TRANSFERS

With respect to transfer of funds between Capital and Current
Account allocation, it should be recognized that the University,
the Institutes, as well as the Colleges, have annual budgets
comprised of projected current and capital funding requirements.
If an organization determines for any number of reasons that it
would prefer to reallocate some of its capital funding for

current operating purposes, it must reqﬁest the approval of the




Department of Career Development and Advanced Studies. The
Department considers each request on its individual merits and
makes an appropriate .recommendation. It 1is important to
emphasize that the reallocation of\fﬁnding between current and
capital activities does not change the bottom 1line of the
organization budget. The reallocation is a mechanism for

providing some flexibility within the budget.

INSTRUCTOR RETRAINING

On the issue of instructor retraining, it should be recognized
that provision is made within the Instructor Collective Agreement
for establishment of a committee to address the retraining issue.
It is the function of this management-union committee to identify
candidates who have potential for retraining and forward
recommendations to the respective college boards. It is noted,
however, that the identification of candidates for retraining may
also be complicated somewhat by bumping provisions in +the
Collective Agreement. An instructor who is displace has the
option to bump other less senior employees. As a result, it may
be necessary to let the bump Procedure run its course before the

instructors who will actually be displaced can be identified.




PROVINCIAL INSTITUTES/COMMUNITY COLLEGES
ACTUAL AND PROPOSED LAYOFFS
EFFECTIVE FALL, 1988 -’

Cabot Marine Fisher Avalon Central Eastern Labrador Western Total
Institute Institute Institute
Permanent Layoffs 10.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 2.0 3.0 0.0 1.0 18.0
Temporary Layoffs 12.5 0.0 T 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 9.0 23.5
Total 22.5 0.0 2.0 0.0 3.0 4.0 0.0 10.0 41.¢
New Positions (9.0) (0.0) {0.0) (0.0) (1.%) (1.0) (5.0} (0.0) (1€.5)
Net Impact '
(Number of Layoffs) 13.5 0.0 2.0 0.0 1.5 3.0 (5.0} ‘ 10.0 25.0
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