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The House met at 3:00 p.m,

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
order, pleasel

Statements by Ministers

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speakear.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Raecrealion and Youlkh.

MR. BUTT:

Mr. Speaker, after a rather Tlong
Winter it is time to dig out the
camping and hiking gear to enjoy
the Summer and take advantage of
our very impressive provincial
park system din Newfoundland and
Labrador.

I am happy to inform this hon.
House tLhat a Lotal of seventeen
parks will be apen for the
Victoria Day weekend.

On Wednesday, nine parks will
open; Backside Pond; Butterpot
Park; La Manche; Catamaran; Square
Pond; Bellevue Beach; Gushue's
Pond; Beothuck Parlk; and Notre
Dame depending on snow conditions

in that park. A further
announcement will be made on Notre
Dame Park nexlt week. The reason
for opening nine parks on

Wednesday 1is Lo help reduce the
expected lineups and congestion at
park entrances. However, 1 would
like to remind campers that they
must have their camping units with
them in order to register and must
leave them on site at that time.

Another eight parks will open
their gates on Friday, May 20th:
Fitzgerald's Pond; Jack's Pond;
Barachois Pond; Grand Codroy;
Frenchman's Cove,; Northern Bay
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Sands ; J.T. Cheeseman; and
Cochrane Pond, which 1s a day use
park only. The total number of
camp sites available, Mr. Speaker,
For the May 24th weekend is 1,311,
which is 56 per cent of the total
number of campsites within the
provincial park system.

The parks opening for VUictoria Day
weelend havae heen selected Lo
provide a park within reasonable
driving distance Lo most people in
the Province for this initial part
of the camping scason,

Oon June 3, six parks which are
locatad near Ticenced salmon
rivers - Jipujijkuei Kuespem,
Squires Memor-ial Park, Pinware
River, Duley Lake, Sandbanks and
Crabbes River - will open. The
remaining parks will open on June
24,

While bhasic camping regulations
have not changed, parks staff will
be co-operating with the RCMP to
ensure noise is controlled and
alcohol is restricted to
individual campsites and picnic
areas . The seasonal campsite and

camper storage programnmna
introduced two years ago  will
conlinue this yeaar, Seasonal
camping is available in all

fForty-two camping parks and camper
storage is available in thirty-—-two
parks located throughout bhe
Province, Due to these and other
initiatives of wmy department, I
wish to dinform hon. members that
park uisitations has increased by
approximately 30 per cenkt over

last year - a very impressive 30
per cent increase over last year,
our parks private sector

initiative has a similar
potential. If we have the private
sector 1involved in our provincial
parks, we expect an additional 30
per cent increase this year.
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Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased Lo
announce that there will be no
increase in our hasic fee
structure for provincial parks in
1988.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BUTT:

Park fees will remain tLthe same as
1988 and they are as follows:
Daily camping fees -~ $6; weekly

Fee of $35. S0 if you do it on a
weekly basis, you will save $7.
Seasonal camping fees $250; camper
storage fees $1 per day; daily
vehicle entry fees $2; seasonal

vehicle entry faes $10. For
senior citizens age sixty-five or
over and residents of our

Province, of course, il d1is free.
I see several hon. members on the
opposite s¢ide who will bhe able to
take advantage of free access to
the provincial parks this year
because of their advanced age.

I wounld 1like, at this LULime, Mr.
Speaker, to wish all campers a
safe and enjoyable Victoria Day
weekend and another year of
outdoor fun and recreation in
Newfoundland and Labrador's
provincial parks system.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to
take much of the time of the House
in replying to this because, it
seems to me, this thing is hardly
worth being called a Ministerial
Statement,
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MR. EFFORD:

Exactly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, on!

MR. TULK:
We all agree that Newfoundland has
very beautiful parks and that
people will enjoy them again this,
Summer . That is great, that dis
wonderful, . but it is a waste of
seven or eight minutes of Lhe
precious time of this House Lo
have the minister stand up and
announce what we all know 1is going
to happen, and we all know when it
is going to happen. The only
thing that was worth seeing done
in this House this morning was the
attempt at humour by the Minister
of Culture, Recreation and Youth
(Mr. Butt).

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
llear, heaear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
There s somebody in the gallery
and you are showing off.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Order, please!

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

We welcome the statement by the

minister. I am not sure what is
Fhe matter with the members of the
lLiberal Opposition. Maybe they

had & bad night Tlast night or
something.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:

I think the fee for the dinner at
the hotel was perhaps a little bit
too much for scme members.

In any case, Mr. Speaker, we say
the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth s obuiously
a minister committed to having fun
in the Summer, and the spirit of
his statement today 1n talking
about the good works Lhat  his
dapartment is doing in keeping the
Fees ha saume ia a posilive
announcement. That is significant.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:

We would say, Mr. Minister, that
the fees are Loo high and they
should be brought down. There are
s ome things missing fFrom Lhe
minister's statement. We will say
again it is unfortunate that there
is not a government employment
programme for young people to keep

the parks clean during the
summer We would like some more
information about how the private
sector enterprise projectk is

going, and perhaps an update, in
the next couple of days, about the
number of places that will be
opening? Otherwise, we join wilbth
the minister in encouraging people
o make their plans early and to
take full advantage of the long
weekand next weekend and go Lo the
parks. Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.
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MR. WINDSOR:

Mr . Speaker, Newfoundland and
Labrador Hydro is currently
building its first wood chip fired
generating station at Roddickton
on the Northeast Coast of the
Great Northern Peninsula.
Roddickton, where ids that?

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

The 5 megawatt station when
complated will be connected to the
St. Anthony and Main Brook diesel
systems by él 69 kilovaolt
transmission line. When the plant
begins operation in 1989, the Main
Brook diesel generating station
will be closed and there will be a
significant reduction in
production at St Anthony &Nl
Roddickton as output from these
diesel stations dis displaced by
wood chip generated electricity.
I am pleased today to announce the
awarding of a major contract on
the Roddickton project valued at
$1.1 million to Conwell
Construction of Corner Brook.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

The contract is for the supply and
erecting of building steel,
including cladding. Conwell
Construction submitted the lowest
tender of nine bids 1in a recent
tender call. The work on this
contract is scheduled to begin in
late August of this year ancg
should be completed hy the middle
of January, 1989, and will provide
approximately 16 jobs.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear)

MR. WINDSOR:
The Roddickton wood chip fired
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generating station is being built
at a cost of approximately $25
million with a contribulbion of
$»00, 000 from the Federal
Department of Energy, Mines and
Resoulrrces Lowards engineering
cosls anc project: reports,
Contracts were awarded earlier for
the supply and installation of the
boiler, steam turhine and
generator and for clearing Lhe
transmission line right-of-way.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This 1is g¢good news, obviously. It
is a step in the right direction.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

Tt 1is good +to see that we are
using some of our natural
resources, that in the past have
heen wasked, Lo create electricily
in the Province and to get away
from, in bLhis case, diesel
generation., The production of the
five megawatts, I understand, is
needed that immediate area.

I would like to point out to the
minister that there 1s a whole
Province out there which has tLhe
capability of providing wood chips
for wood chip generation of
electricity. It is a source that
I know the Department of Enerqy
and Hydro are now looking at, and
we' hope to see further
announcements in the Fulbure
concerning this use of our natural
resource, because 1t ties 1in, Mr.
Speaker, so bheautifully with our
logging industry and  with our
forestry industry, especially the
Forestry dindustry that has beean
neglected 1in many ways over the
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last number of years.

The minister, poerhaps, should have
elabhorated a 1little further in

taerms of johs. e gatd Lie
contract will produce sixteen
jobs. fhe significant thing s
that plant, when it 16 in

operation, will provide far more
than the sixteen jobs in  the.
Roddickton area, and that is the
kind of thing that we like to see.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to point out, to put this in
perspective a little bhit, that the
five megawatts produced by this
plant is not quite enough to
supply the Sprung greenhouse.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menehik.

MR. FENWICK:
This is probably going Lo be the
shortest 1lived honeymoon we have

ever had, Mr. Speaker. I have a
lot of problems with the project
up there. Not with the fact that

we are burning wood to produce
electricity, T think that dis a
long overdue dnitiative |y the

governmenl, hut, of course, a
tenet ko this particular
initiative is the Failure, I

think, on the part of Newfoundland
and Labrador Hydro to recduce rates
once this power plant is in
place. This has been a conscious
decision by the government to put
a wood-fired operation din there
and, in a sense, to take it off
diesel power. At the same Lime,
the reduction that will occur to
Fogo and Change Islands when the
interconnect goes 1in there 1is not
going to occur in the Roddicktaon
area,

It seems to me this was a
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conscious decision that means that
any interconnect up there, is
likely +to take many more years
before it occurs, and I do not
understand why the people of
Roddickton hauve to pay the
excessively high rates fFor
electricity above 600 kilowatts
per month.

S50, on that basis, although I
applaud the dinitiative, I think
the lack of a coherent policy of
treating the wood-Fired generated
operations, and I hope this is
only the First of many as an
interconnected operation on an
entire grid system, ds exiremely
detrimental to the people of the
Northern Peninsula and will TJock
them into the higher electricity

rates almost Forever - as long Aas
the particular woad plant is
going, or unkil we, perhaps,

change this government with a more
responsive one to the needs of
people like that.

Mr . Speaker, I approve of the
initiative, but I think there has
been a major failure to reduce
rates in that area once this plant
goes on stream,

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear! Well said!

MR. DINN:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Mines.

MR. DINN:

M. Speakear, MOl Lhat ny
colleagues have +the Opposition in
bettaer form, T hav e another

announcement to make:

I am pleased to inform Lthe House
that we have been advised by Teck
Corporation of $ Qme very
encouraging Fesults from the
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exploration programme at
Newfoundland Zinc Mines at
Daniel's Harbour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DINN:

As provided for in the agreements
made with Newfoundland Zinc last
year, the company hias been
conducting an exploration
programme focusing on a previously
unexplored area Northwest of the
main ore bodies known as the 'L
zone' and bthe 'North L--zona'.

Pyl ling 4. Ihis Area has
encountered zinc mineralization in
six holes outlining a zone which
appears to bhe several hundred feet
long. The grades encountered run
from over 10 per cent to over 21
per cent zinc and  occur  ouver
thicknesses of up to 44 feet,

The company bhas started drifting
underground toward this new zone.
This drift was established after
previous underground drilling
located a mineralized zone close
to the existing workings. The
exploration drift is now advancing
in ore.

This is extremely encouraging news
which holds out the promise of
extended 1life for the operation.
When Uthe government agreed in 1987
to provide financial support of
$2,420,000 to enable operations to
be reactivated at Newfoundland

zinc, We recognized Fhat tLhe
potential for the discovery of
fFurther mineralizalion was
aclknowledged to he good . Our

agreements providad that $500,000
would be spent on exploration.
That exploration ds now bearing
Fruil in & signifFicanmt way.

Wit h presently defined Qre
reserves we are reasonably assured
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that operations at Newfoundland
Zinc will conkinue until the end
of 1989 . These most recent
results give us some indication
that operations can probably be
extended well beyond that date,

Addead Lo the pokential dn the
inmediate mine area, there is
significant potential For Lhe
dicovery of new ore bhodies in the
general area- further West of the
existing mining operations.
Newfields Minerals has recently
announced an agreement with Tech
Corporation to conduct 100, 000
feet of drilling din this area at
an estimated cost of $3.5
million. This drilling programme
is also currently ongoing.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we harken back
to the time when the mine was
closing. The hon. member for St.
Barhe (Mr. Furey) said the reason
for its closure was the fact that
the federal governmant was
supporting a mine in the Northwest
Territories, Cyprus Anvil. I said
at that time that the reason it
was c¢losing was because of grades,
tonnage and price at the time -
the price had dropped from aboul
forty-five cents down to
Lhirty -one cenks . T Aam also
pleased to say that the price for
zinc today, on the London metal
exchange, 1s something close to
fifty-one cents. We hope it stays
up there so that we will have a
successful operation in Daniel's
Harbour. Thank you, very much,
My, Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, Hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Rarbe.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker, we, on this side,
welcome this statement Loday and
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we also ask the minister to harken
back, now thabk he has asked us to
harken back, to that year and =&
half ago - mavbe he will harken
back himself - and recall that it
was the official Opposition who
asked the govermnent to come up
with public money Lo guarantee the
jobhs for the 165 miners. And if
he harkens back a Tittle longer,
Mr. Speaker, this minister will
remember, and this government will
remember, that it Wil $ thelir
Cabinet decision which kepl these
165 miners out of work and reduced
them to welfare for twelve months
of the year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, FUREY:
Mr. Speaker, let me say Lhat I am
very, very pleased -

MR. HODDER:
Stick ko the truth now, Chuck.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FUREY:

He asks me Lo stick to the truth.
The truth 4s, Mr. Speaker, that
Fhose miners were oult of work For
twelve months.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

Oorder, please!

I am having great difficulty
hearing what the haon. member is
saying, as there are a number of

hon. members who repeatedly
interrupt Lhe proceedings,

practically on a daily basis. I
certainly do not want to pinpoint
any particular member, but if I
continually call for order and it
is not given, and there is
continual harrassment, and that is
all I can call 4it, harrassment, I
will have to icdentify the
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particular hon. member  who is
doing that. I do not want to do
that, bub in the final analysis, I
intend to name a member if he
continues to do that.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Speaking of harrassment, Mr .
Speaker, it was this side wh-ich
had to harrass the govermment and
wake them up to see thatt 1065

miners in the community of
Daniel's Harbour, which is @

one-industry town, had to harrass
this government into providing the

$2 million loan guarantee
necaessary Lo  put  khem bhack Lo
work. The hon. the member for

Porl au Port asked me Lo speak
truthfully. Well, here is Lhe
truth: The +trukh 1s that Fhae
government ignored them for twelve
months . The truth is, Mr .
Speaker, that this member came in
daily for twelve months asking for
that government guaranteed loan.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FUREY:

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, that we
ara encouraged and vindicated. We
Fell wvindicated +in our position
For asking for public money to bhe
spent up there and it shows, Mr.
Speaker, that onr posilion was
right prior to the layoff, during
the Jayoff, and after Lhe layoff,
If you want to see $2 million well
spent, Mr., Speaker, 1t was well
spent in Daniel's Harbour.

MR. SPEAKFR:
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Oorder, please!

MR. FUREY:

If you want to see $22 million
misspent, have a look at the
Sprung greenhouse.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, I think the
activities at Daniel's Harbour are
probably the best example we have
of what 1is a wvery poor mining

policy on Lhe part of bhis
government over here. Why, For
example, in the ten or Lbwelve

years that the Daniel's Harbour
operation opaerated was there not
some way, some means, of making
sure that they did the exploration
that currently has Ffound an ore
hody right adjacent bto the one
that they were exploiting? Is
Lhere somelbhing wrong with the way
we force our companies to pay
royalties on the minerals they
have there and force them to do
additional exploration?

To give you an example, the amount
of money, according to the
Minister of Mines, that we get in
direct royalties from the billion
dollars plus in minerals that are
extracted oulb of our Province each
year 1is actually less than $20

million. Now, that works oulb to
about 2 per cent a year 1in direct
royalties. Al that  level, Mr.

Speaker, I do not think we are
doing anything to ygeb the kind of
aconomic return from the resource
that we should, nor A e WE
building up funds so that places
Tike Daniel's Harbour and  like
Labrador West, when the ore body
runs out, are capable of making a
safe transition to a different
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aconomy .

The fact of the matlter d1is, no
matter how much ore we find, it is
a finitte quality. Daniael's
Harbour will eventually have to
face Lhe problem of the closure of
that mine. There should bhe funds
and  policies in  place  so  bhat
these miners and that community
are looked after in a humane way,
unlike the callous treatment that
was  received by the people of
lLabrador City and Wabush when they
went through a major downsizing in
the 1982 - 1983 period. So what
we are asking for is good taxation
and good policies to address
places Tlike Daniel's Harbour and
other mining comnunities din the
Province.

MR. LONG:

Hear, hear! Well said!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SPEAKER:

At this stage I would like to
welcome to the gallery Mr. Brian
Tobin, the Member of Parliament
for Humber - Port au Port - 5St.
Rarbhe.

SOME HON. MEMHBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKFR:
T would like to welcome thirty

Grade v students wi.th their
teachers, M, and Mrs . Rruce

Critch and Mr. and Mrs. Peddle,
from Purchase Pentecostal School
in Botwood.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
I would like to welcome stixty
Grade X1 students with their

teachers, Ed Nedl and Claude
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Taylor, from Ascension Collegiate
in Bay Roberts.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR, WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Oppositian,

Laader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker, moskt members will
remember in the last couple of
days there has been a great deal
of discussion, publicly ancl
privately and in this House, about
the provision of health care
services 1in the Province, A great
deal of attention was raised as &
result of a letter written by Mrs.
Rowsell about her mother and the
fatlure ko achnit Fe to the
hospital when she ought really to
have heen admitted, when <o fact
there was an admission slip
Lssued, not on an emergency basils,
but there was an admission slip
Filaed to  have her admibted Lo
hospital, as the facts turn out.

The minister has made certain
statements, Following on all of
this, which, if  you judge by
statements that have been made
privately and in the public media,
hayea turned outl not: Lo e
correct. Statements have bean
mace to the effect that only

MR. SPEAKER:
Orcder, please!

The hon. the Leader of the
Qpposition is making a statement,
I would ask him to ask a question.
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MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T am going to ask the ministaer to

address these particular
statements in terms of s

statements 1in the House because
the two cannot stand together.
Statements have hean made by
people dinvelved in health care
services -

PREMIER PECKFORD:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
Premier,

PREMTER PECKFQRD:

Mr. Speaker, you have already, a
Few minutes ago, brought the hon.
the lLeader of the Opposition to
Meel bhecause hoe was nol asking a
gquestion. Now he says 'I am going
Lo ask' tLhe question. This is
Question Period and there are a
lot of mambers here who have
questions to ask. We are only too
happy to answer questions 1if we
get them, but at the present
moment we have not gotten one and
I think the hon. the Leader of the

Opposition is abusing the rules of

this House.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to be
heard on the point of order, if I
may?

MR. SPEAKER:
To the point of order, the hon.
the lLeader of the Opposition.

MR. WEILLS:

Mr. Speaker, I would say I am the
Tast  person in this  Nouse who
abuses that privilege -

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
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Ooh, oh!

MR. WELLS:
: of laying a reasonable
foundation for asking a question.
And T think Your Honour will agree
with that.

Now in this particular case it is

necessary to present Lo the,

minister the statement that I am
going to ask him to address. It
will only take about thirty

seconds, if I have a modicumn of

silence, and it can be done.

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, I think
the preamble of the hon. member
has been too long. So I would "ask
him to get to his question. This
is Question Time.

The e . the Leadar of Lhe
Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr.  Speaker, my question to the
minister dis: Will he explain to
the House how he could make the
statements that he made to this
House 1in the last couple of days,
that everything is normal in
health care services, and 1is being
done as it was in previous years,
when people directly dinvolved in
health care services have said in
the last twenty-four hours that
the Health Sciences Complex is
operating almost entirely on an
emergency and urgent admission
basis? It ia e for the
government to admit that there is
a problem, Tt has not heen going
on all the time, dt dis getting
worse .

SOME__HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr, Speaker, I think the hon. the
Leader of the Opposikion s
quoting a physician, I +think he
may have heen a spokesman for the
Newfoundland Medical Association,
on television Jast nightl. This
was parlt of an interview. I heard
what he satid bulk T have not seen a
statement of what he said. I
think il was not an  official
statement by the NMA, he was
answering a question. So T am notl
certain that his remarks reflect
what the NMA really feals. And,
of course, he was not din that
capacity speaking on behalf of the
hospital. I had a letter from the
Executive Direckor of the Hospital
which laid out certain dinfaormation
to me and I would take that as the
official position of the hospital
concerned. The individual was on
television as part of an
interview, and if he was anything
he was a spokesman for the NMA,
but I do not think he was enoking
an official policy or statement
From the NMA but a personal
statement..

T am glad the hon. lLeader of Lhe
Opposition asked me about
admissions to hospitals, because T
Jjust happen to have with me the
admissions over a number of years
to the Health Sciences Complex and
Lhe horn. bhe lLeacer of the
Opposition might be 1interested in
hearing these.

[For the year 19814, there were

9,979 admissions. For +the year
1985, Lthere were 10,059 - nobt much
change, plus .8 per. cent. In
1986, there were 10,019 - not much
change, minus .4 per cent. In

1987, the last figure I have here,
there were 10,574, a plus 5.5 per
cent increase. So in actual fact
from 1986 to 1987 there were
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increased admissions to the Health
Sciences, whereas in the previous
two YORPrS there s not much
change — it was a little bit up or
a Tittle bit down — bubt in actual
fact in the more recent year that
T had FfFiqures For Lhere was a
significant dncrease. So I am
just quoting facts, nobt some sort

of statements that soame people,
make off the btop their heads.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader -~ of Lhe

Opposition.

Mr. Speaker, the minister alluded
ko the Acdwinistrator ot the
Hospital. Will he say if she was
speaking accurately and reflecting
the +true situation when che said
that the Health Sciences Centre is
operating almost entirely on an
emergency and urdent basis? Does
that reflect the truth of the
situation at the Health Sciences
Centre?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Mindister of Healbth.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, again the hon. member
i3 referring to an dndividual wha
was responding to a question in an
interview. T do not know how
clearly she, 1in actual fact, was
prepared for that question. I do
not know what facts she had din
front. of her. I will certainly
ask that. Rut I do have to point
out that in 1987 there were 10,574
admissions to the Health Sciences
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Complex, and T would not think
Ehat Fhose 10,000 were amergancy
admissions. The total number of
admissions to hospitals throughout
the Province din that year was
approximately 90,000, S0 about
one-ninth of all the admissions in
Lhe Province wenk into the Health
Sciences, so I doubt whether they

admibkted only @emergency
adimissions. One-ninth of all the

Province
Health

admissions in Lhe
happened to go to the
Sciences Complex.

I like to deal in facts. If the
hon. member wants to pick up
little squibs out of television
programmes, where people are asked
gquestions on Fhe spur of  the
moment and they have to respond on
the spur of bLhe moment, he can do
that, 1t 1d1s a free country. When
a serious dssue l1ike this comes
up, T Tike to go to the source of
things and get actual documented
Facts.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I am glad the Minister of Health
referred to the high number of
admissions din our hospitals last
year That brings me to my
question concerning ambulance
drivers, because 1t must mean that
they require a lot of funding and
a lot of qualified staff to
operate the ambulances.

In relation to the protest and khe
march to Confederation Building
last year by the operators, wontd
the minister tell us what progress
has been made {in giving necessary
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funding to put qualified drivers
and a second attendant on  the
ambulances, and especially the
private operator ambulances around
this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Heallh,.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I am glad the member
asked that question, hecause I
happen to have a few statistics in
my nind. I do not have them
written down here but I have them
in omy mind., Of all the ambulance
trips made to hospitals din this
Province, 98 per cent of Lthem now
have a second attendant on board.

Now, hon. member will understand,
of course, that not every
ambulance trip 1s of an amergency
nature requiring extra
assistance. So if you have 928 per
cent of ambhulance trips to
hospitals covarad [y R gecond
attendant in addition ta Lhe

driver, T wonld say that that very
likely covers 100 per cent of the
situations where @ second
attendant is required.

Hon. members will also recall that
we have a contract inm place now
with St. John Ambulance to provide

Lraining and to provide in-service
upgrading to ambulance drivers,

especially for Lhe second

attendant.

R. EFFORD:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave, a supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

Make no wonder he 1s nolb  Lhe
Minister of Finance anymore, the
way  he misleads this House and
fools around with figures!

No. 36 R1896



SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

DR. COLLINS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Minister of Health.

DR. COILLTNSG:
The hon. member should be asked to
wi thdraw that word 'misleads!'.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr,  Speaker, i1f T said anything
nparlianentary, T will  withdramw
any unparliamentary words.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member has withdrawn the
skatement .

MR. EFFORD:

M-, Speaker, I asked the Minister
of Health a very c¢lear question:
How much funding has been provided
to the ambulance operators of bthis
Province to hire second attendants

and qualified drivers? The
guestion was very clear. Would

the minister answer that question.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINSG:
M. Speaker, T have absolutely no
problem -in kaking bthat question as

notice. He wants me to give a
dollar figure and T do not have a
dollar figure din my mind. Tn

addition to the normal subsidies
given, T do know that we supply to
Lhe ambnlance  owner eight cents
per kilometer for the payment for
Lhe second attendant. That 1 &
ballpark figure.

As to the actual number of dollars
that edight cents mulbtiplied by
kilometers, multiplied by numbers
of trips, multiplied by numbers of
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second attendants, T will come up
with that dollar figure for the
hon. member as soon as T can.

MR. EFFORD:
A final supplementary, Mr., Speaker.

Again we see the minister not
knowing what dis going on in his
department. Let me say to the,
mindster, +ds it not & Fact, Mr,
Speaker, that the sum of $330,000
was  provided for in  the budget,
and of Lthat amount a $165,000 wentl
Lo pay off last year's debb, and
they have made abhsolutely no gains
whatsoeuear?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

The hon. member ig mak-ing &
statement. I do not understand 1t
as a quesktion,

The hon. member.

MR. EFFORD:

Is 1t not a fact that $330,000 was
provided in the budget, $160,000
went to pay off last year's cost,
leaving only $143,000, and there
have been absolutely no gains made
to provide qualified drivers and
second attendants to private
ambulances around bthis Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLTINS:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is
coming with specific Figuraes, and
I do not know if they are right or
not . T told then that T would
find out. I told them the hroad
parameters of how bthis program ‘s
arranged, but I will come up with
Lhe precise Figures., T do not
know bhut what he dis saying dis full
of hogwash, T suspect il ds, but I
do not know it is. I will say
this, that there was a 4 per cent
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increase over the previous year 1in
the budget that the hon. Minister
of Finance broughtt down a Tittle
while ago, for ambulance services.

And T might also say, Mr. Speaker,
Fhalt we have received a request
from Jegal counsel for the private
aoperators asking us to wmount A
Financial stucdy on the whole
system, and we said,. 'Delighted.

We are absolutely delighted,' and
we have gone back to legal counsel
for the private ambulance
operators as to a number of ways
it might be done, and I think very
soon, Lhere will he mutual
agreement on the particular way it
will be daone. Thal will give us
absolute facts, and the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition knows
what I am talking about because I
told him previously T like dealing

in facts, not sort of glih
skatements . Thal will give

absolute facts as Lo whether these
services are funded adequately,
whether it is funded inadequately,
whether it is funded too much.

These are the facts Ehat Lhe
private operators want, they are
Lhe Facts thabt we want, and we are
now putting in place a mutually
acceptable mechanism Lo get those
facts.

MR. STMMS:
That should be an NDP question,
anyway .

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
- Kenmount: .

MR. GUILLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, a question to the
Mirndister of Houging (Mr. Peach).
Given the mandate that was
described +in the Budgek FEstimates
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of the Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation to provide
housing Lo low income families,
seniors and the disadvantaged,
would the wminister expldain why we
continue to have market units,
competing wilth the private seclor
in the marketplace, maintained by
the government?

MR. PEACH:

Mr . Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:
Mr. Speaker, I am sure the hon.
member is aware of housing and the
vacancy factors and problems in
the c¢ity. I cindicated earlier,
Mr Speaker, that we R r e
attempting to ensure Lhat our
market rentals, those owned by
NewFoundland and Labrador Housing,
are in line with what the
marketplace now demands, and we
have that, Mr. Speaker, in pretty
well nearly all  places in  lkhe
Province. I dindicated a rental
increase daring this year o we
would not be in competition with
the private sector.

MR. GULILAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
-~ Kemnount: .

MR. GULLAGE:

Well, again, considering the
priority mandate that Was

described in the Budget Estimates
was listed those three areas of
housing as wmost dmportant, will
the minister now assure us that
the government will not commilt to
the $4.5 million they plan to
spend on upgrading, making
exterior renovations and so on at
Eldzabheth  Towers, and not  have

No. 36 R1898



Newfoundland and Labrador Housting,
in particular, continue to expend
taxpayars money on a bhullding in
direct competition with - the
private sector? And not only do
we have the -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The fron. memkrer is making A
statement, This is a
supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:

Those costs could go beyond the
$4..5 million, to mainbenance,
operations and enerdgy supply.

Will the minister assure us that
thalt $4.5 willion will not now be
spent, but rather will be directed
towards the mandate that he sadid
was a priority for the government?

MR. PFACH:
Mr. Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker, T do not know 'if the
hon. member dis dindicating to the
House that he would like to see no
funding spent on securing and
making FElizabeth Towers suibable
for the tenants who are there. We
do have tenants Ehere, Mr .
Speaker, who require that the
building be 1in proper condition.
We are aware, as T am sure the
menber iy, Lhat  there ds  some
deterioration din the building and
it neacds to bhe raepaired, We
indicated some +time ago that we
would, over bthe next two bto three
years bhe spending some $4..2
million or $4..5 million an
Flizabelth Towers.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, we do have @
manadalte to provide rental housing
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accommodations in  this Province,
I do not know if you would get any
suggestion bthat we should ask the
people who are din our housing

units in St. John's and
Stephenville to vacate them. Then
where would they go? I get a

request every second or third day
from the hon., member for people
who are looking for some of ouyr
units. We have, Mr. Speaker, over
the past number of years pubt many
aof our units up for sale in Lhis
Province. We had a great number
of units in Stephenville last year
hought from us, and obtained hy
fihe  private sector, Because of
that we have adjusted our rentals
Ehis year dn Stephenville so that
we would not bhe 1dn  competition
wikh  fthose people who purchased
our units. We are always open,
My, Speaker, wilth our units up fFor
sale, so 1f some private investor
wants ko take bhose unibs and make
them a wviable operations we are
open.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr . Speaker, the minister
continues not to answer ny
questions. My final supplementary
is  that given the mandate, once

again, of Newfoundland and
l.abrador Housing, the fackt Ehat
these buildings, not just
Flizabeth Towers, but
Pleasantville, Churchill Square
anc inden Courl, Lo nane the city
locations, are all in competition

wil:h bhe privabe sector, and bhe
reason why the government cannot -~

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GULLAGE:
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- dispose of Elizabeth Towers was
hecause the last time it went on

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GULLAGE :

public tender the tenders werao
unacceptable hecause they were
selling one

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Would the hon. member please sit
down?

I have drawn the hon.member's
attention, on two occasions, that
while he was asking his final
supplementary he was making a
statement. I ask him  now Lo
direct his final supplementary.
Otherwise, I will recognize s Qme
other hon. member.

MR. GUILI| AGE:

Will the minister, Mr. Speaker,
assure us Uthat he will put all
units on the market, not just one
set of units to be sold by public
tender, and thal +in facl The $4.5
million will not be expended on
Flizabelh Towers?

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing. .

Mr. Speaker, it dis somwhat dronic
that three members on the opposile
side today had to be called to
order for not abiding by the rules
of the House.

Mr. Speaker, 1in 8St. John's, in
Centennial Meadows, as one example
Lhe member used, we have dindicated
a rental increase of 6 per cent
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this year, because there was no
increase Jlast year, and that will
bring it up to the market rental
value in that area. At Elizabeth
Towers we have not indicated an
increase this year becanse of the
renovations, and those renovations
are absolutaely necessary because
of the deterioration that has
taken place o thabt somne bwenty

year old structure. At Pinebud,
Linden Court and Allandale we are
increasing the rents, Mr
Speaker, by 10 per centk, That

will mean that they will be only 1
per cent below the market rentals

in that particular area, In
Churchill Square, we are doing

some 4 to 12 péer cent increases,
At Pleasantuville, 1 to 8 per cent,
and in Arnold's Loop,
Pleasantvuille, we a@re going to
increase the rates there by some
10 per cent. We waould have
probably increased those more with
Ehe market value, but becanse we
have ongoing renovations din many
or our uniks we TFeel LKhat carbtain
imcreases would not be in order.
Tn some three huildings, T think,
in Pleasantville, RBuildings /01,
305 and 307, we have some problems
there with the federal government,
a dispulte over land; and we felt
that a rental increase would not
be in order hecause we do nolk have
the security of the land and
therefore we Feel ket s ome
renovations would not be in order.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr . Speaker, I want to put a
question to iy gqgood friend for

Lewisporte, the Minister of
Environment and l.aands (Mr,

Russell), who made an announcement
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a couple of days ago about a
conkract to c¢lean up the PCR waste

at the us radar site in
Cartwright. Conspicuously absent
from the statement is any

indication of how the PCBs are to
be stored, or whether the site is
to be secured. Would he dindicate
to the House in specifics what ise
to he done to store or otherwise
dispose of the PCBs?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, the final decision on
where they are going Lo be storad
has not heen made yel, but as soon
as il is T will he pleasad Lo
inform hon. wmembers. They are to
be cleaned up properly and stored
in barrels and all that kind of
thing, bk the Final Jacation
where they are qoing to he stored
has nolt been decided. T will Tet
you know,

MR. STMMONS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Fortune — Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

I want the minister to bear his
answer in mind 1in the context of
the next question, hecause it
relates -

MR . LONG:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for 5t. John's East,

MR. [ ONG:

Mr . Speaker, wmy point of order s
that 1t 1s very frustrating to sit
Ehrough & Queaestion Period of only
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half an hour and hear the lang

preambles by membhers of Lhe
Opposition. The Speaker today
hasg continuously called the
members to order for long

preambles. Now, 1t seemns to me,
Mr. Speaker, we are going to go
through another Fricay wi thout
having an opportunity to ask a
question at all, T would simply.
appeal to the Speaker to demand
that there be shorter preambles,
especially in supplemnentary
questions, hy membhers of the
l.iberal Party.

SOME_HON . MEMRERS:

Hear., hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1is no  point  of  order, C
would point out that the hon.
membar rising on & spurious point
of order i1s actually using up the
question Lilme.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

I would even compliment myself on
such a short preamble the first
time around. Watch this one. I go
directly to the question.

Will the minister confirm -

MR. SIMMS:
T will mnot congratulate you but I
will Tisten.

MR. SIMMONS:
It 1s hereditary.

MR. SIMMS:
Not From my side,

MR. SPEAKER:
Orcder, please!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:
As long as they are having as much
Fun as we are having, Mr. Speakar.

Will he confirm

MR. STMMS:

Your preamble is
already.

awfully long

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

Do you allow that to go on
indefinitely, Mr. Speaker? T am
embarrassed that he is related to
me .

You are embarrassed!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:

When the sheep are finished, Mr,
Speaker, T will put a question to
the Jlamb over there. Will he
confirm that last August, 1in the
process of cleaning up another
USAF sile, PCHBs were accidentially
not only discovered but spilled,

raesulbing in s one madical
examinations of the personnel

involued, resulting in a Fast exit
from the site. The site has not
been c¢leaned up ko khis point in
time, Will he confirm +that his
officials estimakte the c¢leanup of
this site could take wup to ¢1
million? Would he confirm that -is
the case, first of all?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of
Environment and Lands.
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MR. RUSSELL:

I do not know what site the hon.
membear is referring to, Mr .
Speaker. He 1is poring these vague
gquaestions and comes out with no
specifics whatsoever, If he has @&
spacific s te arl specific
information and specific evidence,
then T will be pleased to review
it

MR. SIMMONS.
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final  supplemenlary, the hon.
the member for Fortune - Hermiltage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Nothing s very vague about an
indication to the minister of
which he should be aware.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Pramier.

MR. STMMONS:
This is unbridled harassment!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

e hon. memher ig an @
supplementary, but he gets up and
sltarts making a statement, There

should be no preamble whaltsosver
on bthe second supplementary to a
question that he has already asked
the wminister. e gets up  and
starts making statements, and here
we have other members of bthe House
who have not had an opportunity to
ask a question. The hon. membear
is just abusing the rules of the
House again.

MR. SIMMONS:
As I was saying, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:

Shameful! Challenging Mr., Speaker

No. 36 R1902



as he always does.

MR. SPEAKFER:

To that point of order, I think we
understand Lhere should b no
preamble to a supplementary.
Certainly to a final supplementary
there should be no need for any
preamble whatever. S0 T would ask
the hon. member just to pose his
quastion.

The hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, I ask the minister
how in the nmne of everything that
is sensible can he stand here this
morning and say  that he is not
aware that there is such a site in
Northern Newfoundland?  How can he
suggest that there is wvagueness in
a projected million dollar cosl to
clean up a site that has not been
sacured, Lhat his officials
scurriad out of, that they have
not alerted the people down there
about people who are berry picking
all around Lhe site, day in and
day out? TJf he wants me to name
the sike, yes, the site

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMONS:
I thought it was a perfectly good
guestion,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. memnber has aslkead A
question and he continues now to
make a statement .

MR. STMMONS:
T am not Finished the question.

MR. SPENKER:
Well, Lhen, the hon.
guesl:ion 1is too laong.

membher's
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The hon. member should just ask a
quaskion, This is a final
supplemantary.

The hon. the wmember For Fortune -
Hermitage .

MR. SIMMONS:
After no preamble, now it has to
be short questions.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A pointk of order, the hon. the
Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
The wmember For Fortune Hermilkage
just got up and challenged your

Honour. Ha got up and Tooked at
the Chair and started to challenge
widh a comnent Your Honour's
ruling.

Now e cannot allow this to
happen. The hon. member has all

the freedem in the world to ask
gquestions ~ original gquestions,
supplementary questions, and all
the rest - but when he turns Lo
the Speaker and starts to dispute
a ruling of the Speaker of this
House, then he is undermining
everykhing that this House is all
about, and he should not be
allowed to get away wibth 1it, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
He does 4t all the time.

SOMIEE HON. MEMBERS:
Namne him!  Namne him!

MR. SPEAKER:
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Orcder, please!

To that point of order, T did not
quite get that understanding from
the comments thak were made by the
hon. the member for Fortune -
Hermitage. But I am now going to
recognize the hon. the member for
Sk, John's Easl.,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Tn  the short f4lme  remaining in
Question Period, Mr. Speaker, I
wouled Tike to ask the Minister of
Social Services (Mr, Tohin) Lo
fFollow up on a discussion we had
some weeks ago in the Estimates
Committee, Could he inform the
House of Lhe situation at the
Lransition house For batkered
women in Lah City, which is
operated by women on a volunteer
basis, whether the minister is
able to give an undertaking that
more monies will be provided than
was allocated in the budget that
was brought down some months ago?

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon, Lhe Minister of Social
Services,

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, T cartainly want Lo
recognize the question as probably
one of the wmost Jegitimate ones
that was asked here this morning.
T also want Lo recognize the Fact
that 1t was probably the first
queslion asked here this mormning
that Your Honour did not have to
call & wmember to order and explain
the rules of the House.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the question fis
indeed legitimate. There were
allocations made as it relates to
the house 1in Labrador. The group
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of people down there are having
some difficulty as it relates to
heing able Lo operate with the
allocation that has been made, and
e are Tooking at the whole
programme to see 1if and what can
be done.

MR. LONG:

A supplementary, M-, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplemantary, the haon. Lhe
membar For S0, John's fagk,

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

My supplementary would be: In
view of the fact that the
transition hous e here in Gh.
John's, Kirhy House, which is

located +An my own diskrict, has
turned away 1in the last twelve

months ovear 125 women wi th
approximately 200 children

involved, will bthe minister give

an undertaking to review the
situation at Kirby House to
provide for basic problems, since
police have advised that

structurally the house needs work
on the ountside *o secure it and
make it a safer place? They

cannot do il hecause of
under—-funding problems. Will- the

minister uandertake to review Lhe
situation of the transition house
in S+, John's as an indication of
the government's commitment Lo
deal serionsly with the problem of
battered women in our society?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, Fhe Mindister ofF $Social
Services,

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker, this government has a

great commitment to all social
issues in this Province . T
helieve that that bis evident when

one looks at and makes assessments
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of the budgelt 1increases that have
Lakan place 4din  Lhis Province -in
the social departments,
particnlarly since 1979, T  can
say to the question juslt asked, as
it relakes ko my deparitment, that
no division in this department has
received less  Funding one  year
than from the previous year. We
are addressing it in a very
serious way, Mr. Speaker, and as
it relates to review of policies
and programmes, that 1is ongoing
within the department from time to
time.

MR. LONG:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon.
the wmember for St. John's Fast.

MR. LONG:
Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker.

My Final  supplementary T wonld
lJike to put to the Minister of
Career Development and Advanced
Studies, who is also the minister
responsible fFor Ehe Statns of
Women .

I would Jike to ask the minister:
Tn view of the facht Ethat all three
government funded transition
houses 1in the Province are facing
severe difficulties 1in meeting the
demand in c¢risis calls, will the
minister responsible for the
Status of Women begin to dimplement
a public education programme to
ad seriousness of
domestic violence and violence
against .women 1in the home, as an
indication of Lthe seriocusness with
which this government views this

address the

domestic problem, Ehis gsocial
probhlem? Will the minister give a

comnibinent ko an aducation

programme?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That process has already begun. I
have herl discussions with the
Minister of Social Services, and
Ehe Minister of Justice and
Attorney-General as well, with
regard to public relations, just
recently, Mr. Speaker, we released
a manual on conquering wife abuse,
relying on various agencies to
assist ws in addressing this very
serious problem throughout the
Province, and indeed Lhroughout
the country. And our very thrust
is  one of education and public
awareness, because we want to
involue Lkhe tobal community, since
it is a problem, Mr. Speaker, that
most people in society do not want
to sort of get in the middle of,
becanse Tthey Feel most of ik s
domestic and they sort of take a
"hands of F' approach,

So we are very much dnvolved in
that already, Mr. Speaker, and we
were very proud, a few months ago,

1o releasoe A farual Fhat  was
prepared by my department,

particularly by the Women's Policy
Office, and Provincial Advisory
Council on the Status of Women,
and other related groups like that
had input inko kthe manual.

MR. SPEAKER:
The time for Oral Question's has
elapsed.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

The hon. the Minster of Consumear
Affairs,

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to table
Lhe answer Lo Lhe guastion askad
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by the Leader of Lhe New
Democratic Party, Question number
153,

Orders of the Day

MR. SPEAKER:

Order 3, Concurrence Molion. The
hon. the member for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir adjourned Lhe debate,

The hon. Lhe nember For Birgeo -
Ray d'Faspoir.

MR. GILBERT:
Thank yon, Mr. Speaker.

Baefore T adjourned the debate on
the Goverpment Services Estimates,
T had made & Few short comnents;
agreed with the Chairman that the
Comnilttee had worked very well and
I said that I would bhe commenting
on the two areas I an responsible
for, and the others 1in shadow
positions over here would be
speaking in their turn.

One of my two areas was Public
Works and Services, and I would
like to make a few remarks about
that. One of Lhe things we
discussed in Public Works and
Services was rental space - why 1t
was necessary to have all the
rental space we have in St. John's
right now when the purpose of the
mew  building was to move all
government offices into one area.

Now, T gol an answaer, bob T am not
happy with the - answer. I think
that eibther bherse was an  error
made in planning that building, or
govermnenlt. has grown too Fasl, or
they are maintaining departments
outside when Ehere is no need to.
So there will be more gquestions
coming concerning rental space.

The other thing T am concerned
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about on rental space 1s that I
feel that there might be some
contravention of The Public
Tendering Act. We gquestioned
Ehis, hut  think there are still
some questions to be asked on
rental space.

My concern about public tendering
i twofold., In the First place,
we Find that there are excepllons
o Tha Publ-ic Tendaring Act .
There are ovear 500 government
agaencies which héaue to repart
exceptions to The Public Tendering
Act . T Foael Fhe  Departinent  of
Public Works and Services should
he able Lo have some mechanism in
force wherebhy all those government

we

agancies, which are supposed to
report exceptions to The Public
Tendering Ackt, will report. A

¢lassic example that comes Lo mind
is A written gquestion that was put
to the Minister of Newfoundland
arel Labradonr Houwsing concerning
the purchase of his car.

The answer that came back was yes,
they had purchased a car For him.
It had been done hy telephone;
NewFoundland and Labrador Housing
had phoned around to two or three
dealers, got prices of cars and
then decided to buy one because,
as he said, the other two did not
have +the car in stock with the
spacificakions thal e wanted.
This, to me, would seem to be the
vary way T wonld porchase a car,
or any other member in this House,
bt il was nolt reportad,

The dimportant thing dis, T say Lo
Fhe Minister of Health, that this
was never reported as an exception
Fo Lthe Public Tendering Acl. This
is where what 1s serious about it,
Ehat 41 was never reporbted as an
exception and it certainly was an
excepkion, The other thing that
is happening now in public
tendering, and T saw it again Ain
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the exceptions bthis monkh, s, for
some reamson or other, over the
Tlast faw monihs, varions
govarnmernt depariments have
decidacd thalt they are going 1o use
saction 3 2 (h) of Lhe Public
Tendering Acl  +to cover many and
sundry purchases.

T will Jjust read whalt (b) says.
Tt says, "Where the estimated cost
of work or acquisition is equal to
ar less than $30, 000 and it
Appears to the head of the
government funded body that in
view of the nature of work or
acquisition it ds not advisable to
invite tenders..." Now, that, to
me, seems to he a way around it.
As 1 pointed out to the minister
in the Esbtimates this, Lo  me,
seemed to he a way of contravening

or going arotnd the Public
Tendering Act. Because I notice

in the exceptions for the monith of
Aprdil  there were two more Ccars
purchased For varions ninisters
without going through the Public
Tencdering Ncl,

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Why are you picking on cars?

MR. GIIRERT:

Why T am piclking on Cars 16
hecause they have, until this last
Few months, always gone to public
Lender. Right now they do not and
T feel there are serious problemns
there, Mr, Minister, and I have
not received an  answer to  kthe
gquestions T have put to you. I
fail to see how you can justify
using the section of the Public
Tendering Act I just quoted, 3 2
(b)Y, as a reason for going around
the system,

That, basically, wotld be my
comment.s on the Department: of
Public Works. T could go on, butl
unfortunately I do not thalt much
Eime left. So T wonld ask the
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minister {to have a Tlook at TLthe
questions I asked him in  tLhe
Fslimates Caommities, and than bthe
other one concerning Newfoundlancd
and Labrador Housting, which was
certainly an exception to the act
anc was not reported, T would ask
him to Jook dnto this, because it
s serious  and it s something
that should certainly he.
acdressad, because 1t seems Lo me
a flood tide could start from this
sort of an operation iF it is not
controlled.

I also feel that the minister
should put something in force Lo
ensure that all agencies which
have to report exceptions Lo Lthe
Public Tendering Act, the 548 of
Ehem, do report. There nmist be
some sort of mechanism that he can
put in.

Nat, under Meansportalbion Fhere
are many things I can talk about.
I will touch on some bthak T  am
concerned about, The Ffirst one
s Tin the budget there was only
$R0,000 put in for local roads in
Coastal communilties on  the Soubth
Coast and on the Labrador Coast,
T my own particalar district, in
McCallum, the minister has
acmitted thalt his department did a
survey which showed that at least
$100,000 was needed to put a road
in fit for a wheelbarrow to go on,
s0 khat bthey would be able to take
0il to the school in a wheelbarrow
instead of having ko take it -in
two buckets as they have to do
NOW . That is a parochial concern,
I guess, and anyone whao has
communities in Lheir districts
which are classed under this local
saervice, $50,000 1is nolt enough and
there should bhe more money put in
there, When youl ake into
consideration the fact that they
could Fincd $78,000 to pave a road
in Round Pond and they only put
$50, 000 in to clo those local
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communities, there is somelthing

wrong.

Now, in the broad area of
Transportation we started off this
year by introducing a private
members' resolubtion concerning the
termination of the CN service in

NewfoundTand. This is stil1l &
serious concern of the Liberal
Opposition ardd of all
Newfoundlanders, I would submit.
What arrangement is govermnent

going Lo make? They admit there
are neqotiations ongoing, bt we
are afraid decisions are going to
Iyes nac e For political PaEsons

rather than rational, sensible
reasons from which Uthe people of
Newloundland will benefit.

Our contention has been that if CN
s going Lo he closed out, bthere
should not be a Tump sum payment
made as a Final deal. The wmoney
that CN are not spending in
Newfoundland should shi111 [ye
coming in to ensure the
mainkenance of this transportation
system, otherwise, generations yet
unborn are not going to be able to
afford to pay for the
transportation system in
Newfoundland.

Why T point this out 1is, the
informabion T was able to Find on
Lhe ferry system in Newfoundland -
the intra-province ferry syshkem -
im relation Lo the one 1in Briltish
Columbia, on which bhe Premier gok
up the other day and said, "Oh,
in British Colimbia Lhere was 1o
money put dnto the ferry system,
This $8 willion is a&all thal goaes

into water transportation in
Arit-dsh  Colinnbia. Wae  wers  very

Jucky to bhe able to gelt the deal
we o',

Mr. Speaker, T will tell youn the
raeal story, In 1977, Rritish
Columbia signed &n Agreaemant
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whereby they were going to take $8
million a vyear, pegged to the
consumer price index 1in Vancouver,
to go into the operation of the
ferry sysbem 1in Bribtish Columbia.
That is now $16.2 million a year.

Speaker, the
decided

Two vyears later, Mr.
Mawf oundland Goveaernment

they were going to take over &

system bthat was operakad by the
federal governmant. Now the
Rraitish Columbia one was operated
by the province, and this money
Lhat was going in was going ko be
a honus to British Columbia

hecase Lhey weare naot getling
anything hefore, But Two year
later MewFoundland signed an

agreement whereby we were going to
take something over that was Fully
funded by the federal government
ancl guarantea iy bhe
constitution, where 1t says they
would provide coastal and other
marine services, we took it over
and  we  agreed to a fHlve year
agreement, starting off with $1.2
million which expired in 1984 and
then was renewed on a one year
basis to 1985, and thern on another
one year basis to 1986. It was
Fhen wp ko $2 wmillion -~ 1t was
pegged to the consumer price index
in St. John's for the seven years
it was 1in force - and then it

disappeared, Auk Lhe Titkle
difference hetwean Rritish

Columbia, which the Premier did
not point out, 1is the British
Columbia money is still going up;
there was nothing going in until
1977. The Newf ol and money,
which was fully funded by the
Faderal qovernment up until 1979,
was cut off in 1986, there was
nothing coming. o Lrat: had
carried on, there would be over $3
million 1O coming inko
Newfoundland to help provide a
Farry servico For NewFoundland.
But it seems that the federal
government  signed a  deal with
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British Columbia and they have now
reached $16.2 million. That. dis
what they are goetbting.

MR. SPEAKFER:
The hon. memher's time has elapsed.

MR. GILREFRT:
™ conclusion,

Biritish Colinhia

are getting $16.2 million and the
Newfoundland Government is gebiving
nothing. So 1t ds costing the

Newfoundland taxpayer $10 million
to operate a service right now
Lhat, up until 1979, the feaderal
government was operating.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Waterford
- Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, during the Consumer
Affairs estimates, T made comments
concerning the o0il dindustry, in
particular service skations  and
Lhe home delivery of oil, and the
Fact that Ihe marketplace seamed
to be such that prices were pretly
el fixaed i1 the marketpliace,
particularly by area, and that
whether hy collusion or noi,
supposedly competing oil companies
had  similar  prices in  a given
Jocation, and my quesliions were

whe ther this A S someathing
government should tolerate, with

the only competition i.n the
marketplace really bheing by way of
gimmicks and gilveaways; and bthe
fact that we now have Come hy
Chance producing products for the
marketplace, whether this would,
in fackt, make a difference bto the
competitive nature of 0il
delivery, whether it be gasoline
to the service stations or fuel
oil to homes?

I note now that we do have, -in
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Fact, Come Ry Chance procucts
available on the Newfoundland
market and T wonder whether these
will  be available to all oil
companies rabher {than just fo @
select Firm. We do not seem to
haue receiuvaecd any ANSWErs an
that. I realize that the owners
of  Come By Chance are free Lo
market their product as they wish,.
hut given Lhe situation at the
time, where a government assel was
transferred ouver or  sold Lo &
private firm, I would have thought
part of khe mandate of taking that
over would be that they would
supply the product to the
Newfoundland market on an equal
basis, Lto all oil companies, to
allow free competition in the
marketplace. I wonder whethear
that will, in fact, be the case,
ar will they try to markelb their
product ultimately through one
group of service stations which
they might consider acquiring.

The other area 1in the Consumer
AFFairs Departmant Fhat T
expressed concern about was the
increased foes that were dincluded
in the budget for wvehicles, birth
certificates, the registry and, -in
particular, increased fees for

hons-ing. The registering of
mortgages, as an example, CAUSES
greal.  difFiculey Faor e home

buyers, indeed for all home buyers
but in particular new home buyers,
who are purchasing their first
property unaware that even bEhough
they negotiate & mortgadge, before
their property is settled, before
the transaction 1is fimnal, another
shocker will come to then in the
addition of up to $1000 of exbtra
fees which are skrickly Feas
levied by the government, part of
Lhe btransaction, of course, levied
before the sale is complete. I do
not know  why  we continue to
increase fees of all sorts when in
Fact we should not be using Fees,
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whether it he faees For
registration of property or fees
For wvehicles, or any other sort,
licenses and so on. When all we
should be doing i1s trying to cover
of f administration costs, it
appears that we are making money
on these particular areas, money,
[ suppose, that is spent in other
areas of government, But I would
haope Lhat bthe mandate of Consumer
Affairs 1is simply to increase fees
only when it is necessary to
halance ofF costs in that
deparbmnent .

T made comnents concerning the
retail sales tax, the fact that we
have, needless to say, bhe highest
tax din Canada, 12 per cent, and

whether l:he govarmnanl wotld
consider or had, in faclt, done any
studies s howd g Lhae impact ol

reducing  that tax down to 8§ per
cant, Lhe  Canadian  average, anda
whether freeing up those dollars
For the consumer Lo spend in obther
areas, might mean a stimulus to
the cconomy and to husinaess, bthe
retail sector and all sorts of
business, so that recovery of the
dollars normally collected by way
of the extra &4 per c¢ent could
st:ill flow 1dinto the government
revenues, bhut even moreso, bhy way
of a stimulation of the economy
with the recduction cdown to the
Canadian average of 8 per cent.

Tt might be considered a daring
move on khe part of government to
make thalt reduction down to the
Canadian average, bhut: e
government has really given no
avidaence that a stimulabtion ko khe
economy by way of the reduction
coule, dn Fack, bhe more beneficial
than Jleaving a 12 per cenbt Ttax in
place which now dis  a complele
disincentive o Lhe economy, a
digincentive o business, in
particular the retail sector,
whaere we hear stories of morae and
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more people purchasing goods outl
of Lthe Prouvince, taking advantage
of  lower sales taxes. Tt can
hardly be considered a stimulation
o our  aconomy  when people are
purchasing elsewhere.

So it is a self-defeating 12 per
cent Lax and I would like to <gee
government provide some evidence
that a reduction would nolt be more
beneficial to the Province and to
Lhe . economy khan  continuing to
hurt hoth the business sector and

Fhe rekail seckor, Lhe entire
gamut of the business community,
ancl e ting, oF course,

ultimately, the consumaer.

In the area of housing T noted
Lhat government has now decided Lo
pPass down cosls Lo the
manieipalities

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr . Speaker, if T might be allowed
to continue.

Government has decided to pass
down aven more costs Lo the
municipalities. Normally used to
a 75/25 sharing arrangement
between the federal and provincial

governments For non-profit
housing, as an example, you would
hope Ehat e 25 per cent

provincial share would not e
passed down in some form to the
municipalities. But as we have
sean in obher areas of govermnent,
the junior level, whether it he

mundetpal in the case of
provincial bhealow the fedaral

Javael, seaned o he ltaking an evaer
increasing burden, and the further
down  you  are  on the scale  bhe
higher the burden you take.

Are we, as a gouvernment, deciding
Ehal we will pass down all cosls,
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wherever possible, to the
municipalities? It certainly
seams that way From mny example of

non-profit housing, where
munitcipalities are being asked 1o
share dn the normal 25 per cent
cost ko government, 7% paer cenl
haing the federal cost. Why would
thay pass bhat down Lo a junior
level of governmeantl in
manicipalities Lhat can cerbainly
i1l afford to take on lhose cosls,
aspecially when you Took al Lhe
numbers of municipalities 1din this
Province, and heaven knows: we have
probably more incorporated
govermnaeni per capiba - T am sure
we do - than any other area- of
Canada And bthe govermment has now
mandated that all of these
communities, no matter how swmall,
be self-supporting by way of

propeirty tax. The burden on the
Provincial government of

supporting communities, as it did
in the past, by way of water and
sawer services and okher
servicing, infrastructure, is
being Fkaken more and wmore away
from the Province and passed down
to a junior level of govermnanl,

Knowing khat govermnent 1is doing
that, to continue Lo do it 1in tLhe
area of housing on  top of the
servicing problem they already
have, Lo provide adequabs services
to the comnunities they try Lo
govern, seems Lo me, Mr. Speaker,
to be totally wrong. And I would
hope that b is not intendad Lo ba
the policy of government to follow
Lhis Ehrough An the futuee by way
of other cost dincreases to the
municipalities, MOreso than we
have seen in this current budget.

The government announced a
Newfoundland Stock Savings Plan,
My final comnent would be that I
would hope that bthis would be an
example of how government can get
involved in helping cansumers
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participate i govermnent,
investing 1in their own Province.
Arrcl T woilld hape the dollars
derived by way of public
subscription o Lheis Lax-—credit
programme, when it ds finally put
in place, will see a slimulation
in  husiness, and a lot of the
businessas being carved oul now by
ACOA and not permitted to talke
part, wi 1 [3e2 alTlowed o
participate, and I speak of the
rabail sactor and  mannfacturing
sectors, in particular, which are
not  allowecd e parbicipate in
ACOA, and that, in fact, the

goverminenl wil Ll hau e & broad
enough mandate that the
Newfoundland Stocks  Saving Plan
will be available to all
consumers, and that businesses
that are allowed to participate
and take acdvantage ofF Lhese

dollars and the investment that
will be put dinto their companies
will have a broad enough spectrum
that Tthey represent all areas of
the economny and not just a
confined and deFined area, as we
seam to see with ACOA and the
raesitliing complaints of: Why ¢an
my business not participate? Why
can my Firm nol participake? Why
can I not draw dollars down from

necon (5} employ people i1 ny
industry versus a narrow  number
industrias Lhal S 6 @l o e

acceptable to ACOA.

T would commenc the governmenlt fow
the NeuwiFonundland Stock Savings
Plan and Uenture Capital Tax
Cracdit Programie, bub would like
to see it properly implemented and
become an example, perhaps, Lo the
way government can help the
economy bhe stimulated by way of
encouragement across the entire
spectrum of husiness ancl not
confined as ACOA seems to be.

Mr. Speaker, those will bhe my
comnents . I would hope that, in
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Future scessions of  the Honse, a
lot of the questions I put to the
miniskers involuead will he
subsequantly answered and that
fFuture budgets will address some
of these concerns, particularly in
areas where T see the consuner
hearing an ever increasing burden
for government @xpenses, axpenses
which are normally considered as
services and should not be used as
revenue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hor. the Minister of
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing.

MR. PEACH:

T  understand my collaague, Lhe
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications, wanted o comnent
on some of Lhose, If I could just
Fake a couple of winutes, T wank
o answer a couple of quesltions
he meinher Far Walarford
Kenmount posed as it relates to
Lhe naon -profit  honsing programne
which has, T qguess, caused some
problems wiith the arrangement e
have at NLHC and the city.

Just as a matter of note, this
past week [ wet with bthe Deputy
Mayor, who is on the Housing
Committee, and discussed this
problem further. I just want to
point out, Mr., Speaker, that we
are following this up, and the
Depubky Mayor, Mrs. Duff, agreed
that she and her staff at City
Hall would follow it up as well to
get some clarification on other
jurisdictions.

But, Mr. Speaker, just to comnent,
in April of Tast year the
Corporation's Roard of Directors
ratified a policy dn which we
designaled mnicipalities who
wanted to take part in the
non-profit  housing programne  Lhat
NS signed in the glohal
agremnent, and  1F mumicipalities
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wanited 10 bhacome directly
involved, they would cost share
our 2% per canl, fingd T guess
there are probably a number of
reasons Far it realizing, af

course, that St John's is A
Tittle different, however, I would
have to admit. I an sure that
there are not vary many

municipalities which could become

involved, obther than St. John's,
Mount Pearl and probably Corner
Brook, and T am not sure of the
extent of what would happen if we

Lhrew bEhis open, free for all, to
all municipalities 1in bhe
Province, T @ sure khe Mipisber

of Municipal AFfFairs would
probably have everyone knocking on
his door, bacause the
monicipalities wonld have Lo get
approval to borrow to take part in
A programne Tike  that, wheraas
St. John's ds a little unique in
Lhat: bEhey have & concern, and T
think they should. As a matter of
Fact, T lLhink +#he City of &t
John's does have an dmportant role
o play in  housing. They have
demonstrated that over the years,
ancl I think they need Lo he
commended for it But I think
thay should really ccontinue to
participate in this one particular
programme .

T think the problem Lthe maember has
is, why should the City of 8§t
John's have to Lake part 1im 12.5
per cent sharing of this
non-profit hous.ing. TF we look at
1986 - 1987 and prior to that, in
Lhat particular yeadr we hadl
twenty-six new Newfoundland and
Labracdor Housing Corporation unibks
allocated to the City. NLHC
shared wilkh CMHC 100 per cent of
that; the city put no funding dinto
it Prior to  ithat, CMHC Footed
the hill. In 1987 -~ 1988 we
approved and allocaltad twenty-six
units to the c¢ity, and Lthese are
Fhe only unibs cosl shared by the
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city, ourselves and the feds. So
they are paying 12.5 per cent, we
are paying 12.5 per cent and the
feds are paying their 75 per cent.

NOw 1988 - 1989 allaocalion i
there, We have not agreed on
that, and  hopefully the Deputby
Mayor, myself, and whoever else, I
guess officials 1in City Counecil,
will be able to come up with a
resolue bo thall  over the next
short while, Since 1986, T
suppose, we have puls 110 social
housing units, infills, rental
stupplements, in  Lhe Cilty of Sk,
John's al no cost to the
muni cipality,

Just as a final comnent, without
talking up the time of bthe House,
Mr. Speaker, T know the member ‘s
very muc¢h concernead with the
housing needs of the city, and
when we c¢onsider the population of
the c¢ity, there will always bhe a
great demand. I think it is
probably & reason why we as a
corporation should be dinvolved in
housing; T do not know what would
happen 1if we were not there. I
Fear to bthink what might happen to
rental rates. It is probably our
setling of rates Fhat has
stabilized the rental market in
S, John's.

Also, of course, we have a Tland
bank around the Cowan Heights
arod, in particular, i wae  had
not done that, T am sure many
developers would have .specilabted
and gobbled it up and sold 9t at
exorbitant rates, S0 we probably
have helped to stablize 1t

Just as & matbter of idnterest, the
Province of Prince Edwarcd Tsland
are not dinvolved. The Province of
Alberta are involuved, yes, in the
cost-sharing arrangement . They
are involved in  the cost-sharing
arrangement on operating losses.
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S0 for seniors they are on 70/30,
for families they are on 70/30.
So really we are +in the 30 Lo 10
per cent range, which are the
Figures the Province of Alberta
has ¢given to us.

The Province of Quebec is involued
as a municipal contributor. Now,
Lhere is 10 per cent cost -shared.
fFrom any municipality on the
operal-ing losses in  khe Province
of Quebec. That 1s what has been
Fold  to us by our offdicials who
contacted officials din thalt city.
Just as a matter of dinterest, dn
1987 the percentage hreakdown in
Quebec was bthe Feds paid 62 per
cent, +he province paid 28 per
cent and the municipalities padid
10 per cent.

In Nova Scotia, ves, they have
sixby-—gix municipalibies which
share in the operating loss. Now,
obviously they have probably had
the same problem and the question
is, what do you do if you throw it
open? So, obviously, they have
designated certain municipalities
which can take part in the
non -profit housing programne.

N et Arunswick, no, Rritish
Columbia, no. Rut I  think we
should note thalt in the Province
of Rritish Columbia Lthe City of
Yancontvar does  bake part din the
non-profit housing programme under
Lhis globhal agraemernl .
Saskatchewan, ves, In 1986, Lhere

were twenly -Fiveae i cipalitbies
which agreed to cost-share up Lo &

par  cent  of khe dnitial cost  of
capital construction. The Yukon,

no . They are covered under the
Native People's Agreement .
Manitoba, no. They do not cost

share. The North West
Territories, no. And in the rich
Province of Ontario, the
municipal ibies cdo not share.
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I just want to point out, Mr.
Gpadaker, that lhere ars provinces
in Canada which do have some of
their larger cities, Tike Quehec
City, Quehec and vancouver,
Brilish Columbia, part of Lhe
non—profit housing global
agreement., Lhe 75/2% arrangement,
in which they have designated
through some formula how Lhey
would want to have the
muricipalities involued.

I appreciate the concerns and T
can assure the hon. the member for
Waterford - Kenmount thabk over bthe
next week or so we will be, as I
did comnit ko Lhe Deputy Mayor of
the city, sitting down again with
Lheir people abt City Hall, and -if
there is some olther arrangement we
feel we can work out that would he
heneficial +to the c¢ity but nol
harmFul Lo other aunicipalities -in
our Prouvince, I am quite open and
willing +o do bthal, M., Speaker,
T hope that will address some of
Fhe concerns  of  the member For
Waterford Kernmount . Thank you,
Mr . Spaeakar.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

My, Speaker, in  address-ting he
Coricurreance Debate on the
Govaernment Services Committee bLhis
morning, I want - where are all
Lhe ministers, M. Speaker? T
want to Point out a few things to
Lhe Minister of Transportation

this wmorning. Where 1is he? Go
out and get him, will you?

MR. MATTHEWS:
I am not your flunky, though.

MR, TULK:

T understand the hon. gentlaman is
nobody's Flunky. He dis coming.

Mr . Speaker, T wank Lo talk about
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a couple of dssues that pertain to
my hiskrict oand  pertain ko khe
Department of Transportation, and
Lhe  Department  of  Transportation
happens to fall under the
Government Service's Comnmilbtee.

Mr. Speaker, there was a decision
announced in the hudget, the
decision was made some three or
four weeks and probably months
before, itk Wa s probably made
bhefaore the minister went to Change
Tslands and Fogo Tsland, which it
was - it 1s not probably at all,
Lk owas made ., He went down to Fogo
Island and Change Islands, the
hright and shining new Minister of
Transportation, holds a  meeting
with  Ehem and makes the people
down there believe that he is &
wondertitl young Fellow, nok bad at
all, a man you can talk to - he is
a wan you can talk to. Tt s whatl
he does after you talk to him,
after yon have & chat with  him,
that is the problem.

Anyway, he goes down and makes
Chem believe that they contd talk
Lo him and that he would listen.
Two weeks aftear, he allows Ehe
government to come din here and
chop an essential service to both

of those Islands. Now, M,
Spaakear, Fhe Minister oF

Transportation had to know when he
A S on Fogao Tsland Ehat the
decision was going to be made.
Otherwise, the Premier wrote that
budget in the same manner that he
does everything else, overnight,
in a flash. Mr. Speaker, I want
Fo point oulb to the minister a Faew
facts abhout Fogo Island, and I
want to tell him what the 2,000
people on Fogo Island asked wme,
Fhetir member, Lo Feall him  on
Sunday, when Lhey came oulb to

denonstrate against this decision,

I know, Mr. Speaker, that there
ara obther people in this House who
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have the same types of problems
with ferries that I have. Your
Honour might well wipe his brow,
because I understand that he is
having a Few problems wikh Lhe
Minister of Transportation himself
in regards to St. Brendan's.

MR. DOYLE:
No . No.

MR. TUILK:
He is not?

MR. DOYI.F.
No.

MR. TULK:

We will have to report that to the

people of  Si. Brandan's, that
there are no problems with LUtheir
ferry. T am glad to hear Lhere

are no problems with their Fferry.
hek e point out to the ministetr
why he should reconsider his
decision, The minister, I take
it, 1s c¢ombining the boat services
because he figures there is goting
to be a saving. That 1is the only
logical reason thak he would do
it, that there 1is going to bhe a
saving. Otherwise, he would put
one boat on Change Islands, in the
member for Lewigporte's districk,
and he would put one boat on Fogo
Tsland, He assumes bhere s going
to he a saving.

Yel, +the minister is now telling
us that he i going to stalion one
of the swing vessels, one of lhe
vessels they use when other boatlts
are on  dry  dock, slhabionaed on
Change Tslands, in  case of an
amnergancy . Now, bthe minisber waenl
kind of blank the other night dn
Lhe Fsivimates  Commitbtee  whaen T
looked at him and said, are you
going to put A CI 6l on?
Obuiously, he had not thought that
Ehrough.

You know, vyou come From down  cin
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that area, that {if you put a
vessel din a certain place, if
there 1is an emergency the boat
will not get up and move on dts
own, the minister is going to have
to provide a crew. Now, does the
ministar know how far kb is from
Change Islands to Farewell Head?

T have beaen on the boatk,

MR. TULK:
You have heen on Lkthe boat? How

Far 45 i07?

MR. DOYIEF:
T have made that trip.

MR. TULK:

How far s it?

MR. DOYLE:

I could not kell you how far b is
off the top of my head. I have
gone between Change Tslands and -

MR. TULK:

How about three miles? Would vyou
agree ‘it ds Lthree miles?

MR. DOYLE:

About that,

MR. TULK:
Yas it ds  slightly over three

4
miles .

The Minister of Transportation is
now going to save government the
cost of Fiel hetweean Change
Tslands and Farewell Head, Lhat
Three miles  of  waber, That s
what he dis going to save 1iF he
bakes  bthe aclion he says he s
going to take. Recause 1if you put
A swing vessel in Change Tsland,
it is going to be there tied up to
Lhe wharf, and b musk have a crew
if it dis going to he of any use 1in

anything that arises of an
emergancy nature,
No. 36 R1915



MR. DOYLE:
We have a couple of people out

there,

MR. TULK:
A couple of people - what!

MR. DOYLE:
We have a few people out there on
standby .

MR, TULK:
Where are you going Lo get the
crew if the boat has to move?

MR. DOYLE:
I will get up and answer your
questions.

MR. TULK:

I wish he would, bhecause if this
minister does not have to provide
a crew for that boat we have been
waiting for him for a long time,
the second coming - if he could do
that, and I doubt that he can.

Mr. Speaker, let me say something
else to the minister, and I want
him to consider this very
seriously, because the hon.
gentleman, as I understand it,
comes from a somewhat rural area
of this Province, Last year Fogo
Island Co-op shipped ¢$16 million
worth of Ffish product on that
ferry. Now, Mr. Speaker, we are
not talking about $16 million Tike
you and I get paid in this

lLegislabure. Those are nol new
dollars that you and I get paid,
Lhey are Laxpayers' dollars,

dollars within the Newfoundland
@conomy . The Minister of
Transportation has to realize that
those dollars are new dollars, and
the government has to realize
that, They are new dollars that
would not have been in this
econamoy unless you had a Fogo
Island there. Now, i1f you take a
multiplier effect of 2.5, what we
are really talking about 1s the
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worth of the fish to this Province
and to the Canadian economy, which
is something like $40 million for
5000 people. Now, if Ethe minister
wants to take the 5000 people - it
is not BOOO, it dis 4700, but for
round figures we will say 5000 -
and divide them it into $40
million, per caplta every man,
woman and child on Fogo Island is
contributing $8000 per person Lo

Lhe Newfoundland economy. I would
suggest to him that there are few
areas in this Province

contributing near that amount Lo
the NewFoundland @canomy,  very
few, yet, he decides that he s
going to go down and take a very
basic service, a road - their boat
is a road as Mr. Speaker knows;
the boat to St. Brendan's dis =&
road, the boat to Change Islands
is a road, the boat to Fogo Island
is a road, the boat means a road -
away from the people of  Fogo
Island. That is what he 1s going
to do. He originally intended to
station the hoat on Change
Islands, but we got him to change
his mind a little bit on that. He
muddle-fuddled around with that
and changed his mind a little bit,
but essentially he 1s taking that
road away.

T suppose you could get angry with
the minister; the old pork
harreller who used to bhe in
Municipal Affairs 1is now the pork
harreller din the Department of
Transportation, because he just
made a decision, I suspect, with
the encouragement of his friend
and colleague For Lewlsporte, that
great and outstanding member for
Lewisporte who will not stand up
for the people of Change Islands
about their ferry, who runs and
hides and tells me that I should
give her a chance.

I suspect he made a certain
decision din the last couple of
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weeks - the announcement was made
a couple of weeks ago - about a
road that serves both the people
of Fogo district and the people of
lLewisporte district, and I am
talking about the Gander
Bay/Lewisporte 1loop. I suspect
old pork barreller made a certain
decision, at the request of his

friend for Lewisporte. He started
to do a bit of paving on that
road, Mr . Speaker. It is
amazing! Do vyou know where the

pavement ended? Where would you
suspect, Mr. Speaker? I only know
of one other place in this
Province where it happened, and
that was din Trinity North, when
the now the Minister of Municipal
Affairs Was Minister of
Transportation, Do you know where
the road ended?

MR. TULK:
What line?

MR. BAKER:
Between the Tory and
districts.

Liberal

MR. TULK:
Ah, ha!l The hon, gentleman
guessed 1it. I wonder how? It

must be from experiences of the
past. The bit of pavement he 1s
putting down down there came up to
- it dis drawn on the map - the
district houndary between Fogo
district and Lewisporte district,
in spite of the fact that the
section of road that 1is g¢going to
be most used by school kids and
everything else is 1in my district,
is in the district of Fogo. Noul,
I do not know what the hon.
gentleman thinks he is going to do
with that. Is the Minister of
Transportation foolish enough to
believe that the people of Fogo
district are going to defeat me
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hecause he cuts off a bit of
pavement al the boundary of my
district? Does he believe that?
Well, I have some news for him,
You cannot buy the votes of the
people of Fogo district, and you
cannot bribe them and blackmail
them dinto voting against a member
they happen to like. Neither can
you bhuy them, bribe tham or
blackmail them dinto voting for a
member they do not like, namely
the member for Lewisporte.

MR. DOYLE: )

Plus, you are very modest,

MR. TULK:

Of course, I am modest. I should

have been up here saying this
eight years ago. It took me nine
years Lo get it out. And I say to
the hon. gentleman that 1f he
wants to take the baxpayers' money
of this Province and play politics
with il, iF he wants bto do that tlo
try to get the minister of
whalever he ds8 over Ehere now
re—elected and me defeated, if he
wants to play pork barreller
instead of being the Minister of
Transportation, then I say to him,
go right ahead, you go right ahead
and put  pavement in Lewisporte
district, use every cent you have
- I believe 1t 1s $39 million this
year.,

AN HON., MEMBER:
Not any more.

It is forty million.

MR. TUILK:

Forty million dollars. Use it all
in Lewisporte district and it will
not work. Because, I say to the
hon, gentleman, you cannot  huy

votes in this Province.

I understand the Premier is on his
way ko Whithourne to make a big
announcement . Well, that is
another district. IF he thinks he
is going to take it by going out
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there and making a few
announcements, .I say to the hon.
gentleman he is throwing good
money after bad.

Mr. Speaker, I say to the Minister
of Transportation the people of
Fogo Island produced $16 million
worth of new fish, the Fogo Island
Co-op has a payroll of $6 million,
angd it costs those people $400
more per tractor Lrailer load of
fish to get across that service
than 1t should. He has increased
the rates tremendously in spite of
the fact that on January 16 of
this vyear he made a statement -
not inm this legislature because he
does nolt do that, he makes them
outside saying that he believed
that the Gulf ferry service should
be treated as a road and that you
should pay no more than it would

cost you to drive that ninety
miles.

MR. SIMMONS:

Did he say that?

MR. TULK:

Oh, yes. He said that. But he

cannot take that principle that he
believes in so strongly with the
federal government and apply it to

his own people. He cannot do
that. Instead of that, every
April 1 up she goes again. It now
costs $170 to get a tractor

trailer across the seven miles of
water - seven miles of road - and
get 1t bhack - $170 for a tractor
trailer. :

MR. MATTHEWS:
That is cheap.

MR. TULK:

Cheap! Cheap, he says! Cheap,
SAYS Lhe Minister of Career
Development, the layoff minister.
He says tLthat 1is cheap. Now, Mr,
Speaker, I say to the hon.

gentleman that if we are going to
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develop this Province -~ I say to
him that transportation 1is wvery
important, he has a very important
portfolio - then the hon,
gentleman has to start looking at
where the real action is, and the
government has to start Jlooking.
It dis not enough for him to go
down and be nice to Change Islands
people and Fogo Island people and
think he is going to smooth over
their Feathers by having a Few
1little meetings with them. That
ie nol: going Lo work. The economy
will not improve by doing that.

T say to the hon. gentleman that
whal he has to do 1s start looking
outside the overpass. Instead of
spending $22 million on what they
call on Fogo Island now a cucumber
farm, Ltake some of that money and
divert 1t dinto places like St.
Brendan's, 1into places like Change
Islands, and, of course, into one
of the most productive areas 1in
this Province, Fogo Island.

Now, I know what the minister is
going to stand up and say. He s
going to stand up and say, 'I am
going to meet with them.' By the
way — I wondér if the minister is
listening? -~ he stated in the
House the other day that he had
already - set up a meeting with the
people of Fogo Island and Change
Islands. Well, I would 1like for
the minister to tell those people
when +the meeling 1is, because they
do not know about 1t yet. I am
nokt goinyg to say that the minister
misled this House, that would be
nonsense ., He SRY S he Mg a
meeting set up with the people of
Fogo Island and Change Islands.

The former Minister of Health
knows how idmportant it dis to those
people to hold regular meetings to

discuss wibkh them. He was a very
good Minister of Health for Fogo
Island. As as matter of fact, he
No. 36 R1918



was highly respected down tGthere,
But I can tell +this Minister of
Transportation that IF he does not
change his attitude and eh does
not change the way he deals with
the people of Fogo Island and he
does not put back the road that he
took from them, when he moves on
to greener pastures, as the hon.
gentleman for Exploits has moved -
I am not sure if 1t 1is greener
pastures, but he has moved - he
will not have the same kind of
respect that that hon. gentleman
has .

Now, I would like for the minister
- I think my time is just about up
- to stand in his place and do one
of two things, either give some
very rational, very good economic
development reasons why he has
done what he has done, or
otherwise stand in his place and
say that he is going to let those
ferry systems revert to their
ariginal condition and indeec
improve that condition.

Thank you, Mr. Speakoer.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. TWOMEY :
Mr, Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Public
Works and Services.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. TWOMEY:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The hon. member for Burgeo - Bay
d'Espoir has presented a number of
questions in the House today, as
he did at the Estimates, many of
them extremely valid. Sometimes
it 1is very easy to sit din the
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sunshine and talk o the wman in
the shade. It is very easy to sit
in a well made bhoat and tell the
other just where to wade. "It ds
easy to tell the toller thow to
carry the pack, but you never know
Lhe weight of his load until vyou
have carried his sack.'

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. TWOMEY:

Under no circumstances would 1
like to denigrate your remarks or
your questions, because they are
valid. But one thing you must
remember 1s that the Government
Purchasing Agency 1is a department
full of complexities. And because
it has been so full of these
complexities over the years we
have made great strides, giant
strides to try and change the
course in a litbtle way. In other
words, take smoother waters &as we
chart From going Ffrom A Lo B, or
port to port, as you have a

nautical dinterest.

That has been done. Recently you
have, wikh justifiable cause, made
some comments, and I would say not
unkind criticisms about the
purchasing of motor vehicles. Not
urkind, Lhey have heen factbual.
We have honestly admitted it and

published these Facts, letting
everyone, not alone in the
government but anyone who wishes
to show an interest, in the
exceptions of The Public Tendering
Act . If you cast your mind back

to the ages you have heen in this
House, you will realize that it
has improved din steps, just Lhe
same as every government all over
the world will dimprove 1in these
steps. It has not gone down it
has gone up. Bacause the
assurance has been given to you in
Answers to Questions that 4t ids
our intention din the government,
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and in the Department of Public
Works and Services, to give you
assurance - of course, no one 1is
infallible - that all efforts will
he made to comply in every respect
with The Public Tendering Act.

The Public Tendering Act, a
remarkabhle document, was brought
in by this government for the
first time din the 400 years of
history of government in ounr

Province. It has to he
acknowledged, really, as &
progressive and innovative way. of
looking after public monies .

Since November of last year we
have bheen publishing Exceptions to
The Public Tendering Acl. And T
know they will be published Ffrom
here until Lime and eternity.
Except the act 1s changed this
will be so. And T think that you
will find that each and every
monkh, hopefully, there will be a
progress report and we will give
you less opportunity Lo he
critical of the department.

But you and I know, and so does
everyone 1in this House, that you
can only stumble when you are in
motion, you fall otherwise. And I
think that we in the Department of
Public Works and Services and on
this side of the Hause, or
government, we have, 1in essence,
yes, stumbled. That 1is humnan. We
would be +dinfallible, we would be
godlike if some little thing did
not happen. And you must remember
that the act Tleaves a cerbtain
degree of liberty for practical
business purposes, and I know in
talking teo you you understand what
practical business ‘is.

Under $5,000 we do not have to
tender, but it has been the policy
of the Governmeant: Purchasing
Agency to try and get a price.
Between $5,000 and $30, 000 ie
discretionary, but, again, in most
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cases they have asked for a
price. The exceptions are when
there d1s a pressing emergency,
that is number one, and a pressing
emergency can exist. The word
emergency seems to be a cant word
in this House during the last few
days. Tt was almost like playing
a tape of the music Perpetual
Motion.

It is quite obvious when there is
a single source of supply, that
supply can only be purchased from
one company, one organization, T
think it is quite obvious to each
and  every one of us, and to you
Sir, ahove all. Because who would
you try to get a special part for
one of your Lincoln Continentals

From? Tt dis like asking: Wheo
would you choose to be tenor in a
quartet? Your obvious answer

would be a tenor, of course. You
woulcd go to a Ford dealership Go
provide dit. You would nolt go
elsewhere to replace bthe parts.

So, these are things that we have
to do in all government agencies,
where there is one source of

supply. Obvious ones are the
vaccines in the Department of
Health. Certain pharmaceutical

products can only be bought from
one drug company, other oneg are
in the computer services, where
they have to select special type
of hardware to fit din bto their
computer system.

And I helieve that sof tware,
likewise, has to be brought from
one source only. Beyond that, I
do not think there is much to say
on the public tendering system,
considering the amount of money
thalt  we tender for each year.
Last vyear it was almost $112
million. nnd even God said, that

those who are perfect can fall
seven times a cday, or sin seven
times a day. Anybody ds able to
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pick out three or four exceptions
to The Public Tendering Act.

You mentioned dn a very offhand
way about our leasing of space,
and T think T have answered that
quite well in my reply.

The amount of lease space in 3St.
John's up to December 31, 1985,
was 428,000-o0dd square feet, at a
cosk of $4,693,000 per year .
Leased space as of March 31 of
Lhis vyear was 276,800 square feet
at a cost of $2,700,000.- almost
$2 million less. So that is what
the west wing of the Confederation
Building has done. If there are
more questions, Sir, I would be
delighted to answer, and I know
that you can see the logic of my
argument. And I thank you for
your challenge.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. W, CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to
have too much to say in this
debate, but looking at the lineup
of the departments covered by Lthe
committee, I would be remiss, I
suppose, in my duty and
responsibility to my constituents
if I did not get up and make some
reference to the condition of the
roads in my district, the need for
water and sewer services so badly
lacking, and, of course, other
matters that affect the people
that 1 have the honour to
represent.

But let us start off, Mr .
Speaker. The Minister of Public
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Works is @& wman I have a Jlot of
raespect for, and he knows that,
talked about 1logic, and all that.
T have never yelb, Mr, Speaker,
been told by the minister the
logic of some of the things being
done by his department, I know he
i not rasponsible, because he has
only recently assumed the mantle,
but T raised -+in the House during,
Question Period a month ago, some
of the statues that now adorn the
grounds of Confederation
Ruild-ing. And I know it is not a
big issue to talk about $25,000 or
$30,000, and in terms of a huge
budget, it is not all that
important, but 1t does make one
wonder, Mr. Speaker, just where
the government's priorities are
when you see money being spent on
creating half a whale - I still
cannot figure if the whale is
coming or going, 1F its emerging
or submerging - that cost, I
believe, $25,000.

DR. TWOMEY :

$27,500.

MR, W. CARTER:

Thal: amount, $27,500, would have
provided water and sewer to &
number of houses in my district,

Then, of course, we have other
things., I am often wondering, and
maybe the former minister can tell
ine, there 1is another statue onr
something adorning the grounds out
here, I do not know what it is
yet, It looks 1like a box kite.
Maybhe the present minister can
tell wuws if 4t ds supposed to be
there, if it is part of the
construction paraphernalia that
goes with constructing a building,
or what it is. Somebody said it
s some k-ind of a statue to
something or other. I cannot seem
to put a handle on it.

The Minister of Labour, of course,
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is relaxing and smiling, but I
have occasion frequently to do

business with the Workers'
Compensation Board and, for the
life of me - I am not, for a
moment, suggesting that public
servants should be expected to
work in buildings and under

conditions that are not in keeping
with their position, but I am at a
loss to rationalize the amount of
money spent by Lhe Workers'
Compensation Board erecting that
huge building on Forest Road and
some of the tapestries and the
acdornments Lhat are in that
building. To me 1t 1is gqoing a
little bhit too Far when you
realize that the <c¢ost of that
building 1s coming out of the
pockets of the people really, the
employers and employees.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR, W. CARTER:

Well, the employers pay it T
know that through my experience.
Employers pay it, and, gquite
frankly, I get very little
consolation out of knowing that
some of the money that I have paid
into that board and am still
paying into it is bheing used to
build a -‘big dvory tower for a
group of people who do not need
it, and, quite frankly, do not
deserve that kind of accommodation.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) a good investment.

MR. W. CARTER:

It is not a good dnvestment, Mr.
Speaker. Tt is a building that is
probably not Functional fFfor the
private sector or  for regular
comnercial use. To me it ds a
little much.

I can understand the Frustration
and the disenchantment of the
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employers comning in here From
Twillingate and other districts
having to pay out good money to
the Workers' Compensation Board
and then to see where it is being
spent. Mr. Speaker, I persconally
cannot accept it.

MR. BLANCHARD:
We are saving money on that.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr ., Speaker, the minister says we
are saving money. Well, I agree
maybe that +the provision of a
building would save money, hut
there is a difference in providing
ordinary, regular accomnodations
and prouviding the type of
accoinmodation that is bheing
provided the Workers' Compensation
Roard on Forest Road. It 18 a
state-of-the-art huilding. I
cdoubt vary e h iF the Inig
executives in the big companies in
Canada Mave helter office
accommodation. To me it d1s a
waste of money and the people are
paying for it.

I am glad to see the Minister of
Transportation (Mr. Doyle) is back
in his seat, because, Mr. Speaker,
if there are two things that have
turned off the people of rural
Newfoundland, if there are Ltwo
single dtems that have had the
effect of turning ot F rural
Newfoundland in these past twelve
months, it 1is the Round Pond Road

project controversy, and the
Sprung greenhounse. Now, we are
not discussing Lhe Sprung

Greanhouse this wmorning, so maybe
I can touch on Round Pond Road.

In my district there are
approximately sayaenty miles of
unpaved road, the worst kind of
road you can  possibly  dmagine.
Quer these roads travel people to

and  from Fish plants. Fish is
being transported over these
No. 36 R1922



roads . If we make representation
to the minister, we get the
standard reply, that money 1is just
not available. Yel, when  they
turn on their television sets and
radio sets, they hear about the
$60,000 or $70,000 or $80,000 that
was spent last year paving a road
that goes nowhere, except to
properiy awned by the Former
Minister of Transportation. That,
in my view, s shameful.

Mr . Speaker, we all heard the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications (Mr, Young) when
the Come By Chance refinery was
being reactivated. We were led to
believe that once that facility
came on stream that the products
that came out of it would be sold
to Newfoundlanders at a price,
maybe, more competitive than the
price that we are now paying fFfor
gasoline and for petroleum
products.

Now, T believe I read somewhere
last week or maybe I heard on
radio where they are now selling
gasoline. Gasoline is now on
stream from the Come By Chance
refinery and that it is being sold
to the distributors here in St
John's for the same price that
they are paying for gasoline in
Halifax.

I am at a loss to understand why
it is Lhakt gasoline Lhat  is
refined +4n Come By Chance cannot
be sold at a cheaper price than
gasoline, for example, that 1is
ref-ined +in a refinery in Halifax
or some part of Quebec. There is
not the transportation, somelthing
that 1s most often than not used
as an excuse for higher prices 1in
this Province. Certainly in terms
of the gasoline coming out of Come
By Chance, if in fact they are now
disturbing gasoline from that
facility, transportation cannot bhe
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used as an excuse for the high
cost.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. W. CARTER:

One would have axpected, M,
Speaker, that gasoline coming out
of Come By Chance, G@f and when it
is coming out, would bhe sold at a
cheapaer price Lthan that coming in
from the other provinces and
thereby maybe setling Lhe stage
for a reduction in gasoline prices
across the board.

MR. SIMMONS:

Like the cucumbers.

MR. W. CARTER:

Like Lhe  cucumbers, Ves ., The
cucumbers, of course, we know are
being sold din the Province at a
price considerably higher than the
imported ones ., That too is
difficult to explain.

Mr . Speaker, the member for
Wakarford - Kenmount (Mr. Gullage)
this morning asked some questions
ahout  Churchill  Park, Flizabeth
Towers and the operations of the
NMewFoundland and Labrador Housing
Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, there 1is absolutely
no justification whatevar For the
government retaining ownership of
thatl, apartment building, Elizabeth
Towers ., I find 1t difficult Lo
rationalize why the gavernmeant
would retain ownership of the
Linden Court Apartments, Lhe
Allendale Apartments, and other
such semi-posh and, inm the case of
Elizabeth Towers, posh apartment
accommodation.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. W. CARTER:
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Mr. Speaker, I do not care who
started it, two wrongs do not make
a right. The fact of the matter
is that that apartment building

and on top of that, of course, now
they are proposing an expenditure
of $4.5 million on that building,
$4.5 million. Surely, given the
fact that that building 1dis now
catering to the elite din St.
John's, that there is no
justification whatever for the
government retaining its ownership.

MR. REID:
We cannot get rid of 1it.

MR. W. CARTER:

The member says, we cannot get rid
of it. Mr. Speaker, the more
money they keep pouring inte 1it,
including the $4.5 million Lhat
they are pouring into it this
year, bthe more difficult it will
be for them to recover whab _they
Mave put into 4l.

I would strongly suggest to the
minister that he now seriously
consider calling tenders for bthat
huilding, take the bhest price that
is  tendered and let the private
sector then do what has got to be
done with it because we all know
that when the government is
involved in doing anything of that
nature, for whatever reason, the
cost always escalates above and
bevond what it should cost.

MR. DINN:
(Inaudible) because it is done by
tender. (Inaudible).

MR. W. CARTER:

Irregardless, whether it 1is done
by tender or not, the fact of the
matter i1s, Mr. Speaker, that a lot

of  work will be done on kthak
bhuilding that c¢ould bhe done far
cheaper than bthe private saechtor.
Therefores the. private sector

should be doing it There s no
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reason why with Elizabheth Towers,
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing
should be competing with private
developers TFor luxury apartments
or indeed for the semi-posh
apartments that we now have in
Linden Court and Allendale Road
Apartments . These are a couple of
things.

In Municipal Affairs, I do not see
the minister here, but I can tell
him now, Mr. Speaker,

AN HON. MEMBER:

He is here.

MR. W. CARTER:

- oh, yes, I am sorry - I can
tell him now that we are suffering
some very severe handicaps din nmy
distirict and dndeed in a Tlot of
other districts in the Province.

Mr. Speaker, believe it or not
thare are places 1n my disbrict -
and I hope the minister will
Tisten o Ethis and pay attention
and maybe make a few notes - I can
cite a case last year where, and I
will not mention the name of the
community, but in a certain small
community 1in my district an old
Tady was walking home one night,
she lost her footing and slipped
into a ditch -in the road. Mr .
Speaker, that lady was 1in such a
state that they could not hbring
her home to undress her, they had
to literally take off her coat on
the back bridge because she fell
into a pit of raw sewerage,

The former Minister of Health s
aware of that case because, I
think, if he harkened back, as Lhe
Ministar of Mines sald bLhis
morning, 1if he harkened back to
about a year ago, T wrote him on
the same matter in my efforts +to
make a case for some funding Lo
provide a proper sewer system 1in
that commnunity. Those &re the
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kind of conditions that exist
today in rural Newfoundland where
we have raw sewarage in the
streets,

summerford, for example, is
another reasonably modern,
progressive, well planned little
town in my district, a communiby

of 1,400 hundred people. In fact

T ain going there tonighl to speak
te a graduation. Summerford has
great potential Ffor growth, lots
of space, good people, but there
are places in Summerford where you
have to hold your nose, M.
Speaker, when you drive pasl,
where you have raw sewerage on the
sides of the road. You have
people there building good homes
on which they have mortgages, in
some cases, homes that will
probably represent a large part of
their future earnings in terms of
mortgage payments, homes. that have
taken a large part of their
savings as a downpayment. They
are now 1living under conditions,
and near conditions, that are
hardly fit for human beings to
live near.

We get up in the House and we talk
about the need for water and
sewage projects and we sometimes
accuse the government, maybe, of
playing hanky-panky or political
patronage din terms of how they
distribute the Funds, bt Mr
Speaker, what we are is an
exemplification of the frustration
and the problems that are bheing
fellk by Lhe people bhat b
represent and are heing passed on
to us inm the course of our vistits
Lo our ridings. It dis a wvery,
very serious matter.

We have towns like Durrell cin
Twillingate, again a modern town
with a great deal of potential,
where people literally have to
bail out their septic tanks once a
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year because of the s0il
conditions and the lack of proper
drainage mean septic tanks are not
functioning as they should. The
occupants of the homes and the
residents there have to bail out
their seplic tanks once a year and
wheel it in wheelbarrows or put it
in Lkrucks and take 1t to  the
landwash and dump it Oon top of
all that, we have people who are
drinking water from wells that in
some. cases have been dug by hand
and the quality of the water, of
colnrse, For drinking, in my uview,
would be highly questionable.

MR. GULLAGE:
They do not have Lhe property tax
hase.

MR. W, CARTER:

That is right. My friend for
Waterford - Kenmount (Mr. Gullage)
reminded me that 1t 1s all veary
well to say that they live there
and they should be contributing to
these services, but the fact of
the matter 1is that most of these
small towns do not: have the
property tax base necessary to
enable them to raise the kind of
money needed to cost-share the
installation or the provision of
these Facilities, $0 Ehey are
caught in a hind.

They do not have the tax base and
hecaitse of  the conditions Lhat
exist 1in their communities, they
cannot get the kax bhase bhecause it
is difficult to encourage people
to i 1 or Lo establish
businesses 1in a community, for
example, where you do nob  have
proper water and sewer facilities,
or where vyou do nolt have proper
road facilities. So it is a
Catch-22 Lype situation ar a
chicken or egg situation.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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The hon. member's Lime has olapsad,

MR. W. CARTER:

T conclude by saying, Mr. Speakaer,
that I would strongly suggest to
the minister that he come visit
the district sometime. I will bhe
glad to take him  Ehrough the
district. I will be glad to
accommnodate him while he is down
there, and I will treat him
royally. I think he and I are
very good friends and he knows
that. He will see for himself the
problems that the people of
Twillingate district are facing.

Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
Ihe opportunity to have a Feuw
words in these concurrence debates
and to try to answer some of the
questions that have been put forth
by bthe member for Burgeo -~ Bay
d'Espoir (Mr. Gilbert) and the
member for Fogo (Mr. Tulk), as
well.

Just to elaborate a 1little bit on
the member for Burgeo - Ray
d'Espoir . and his remarks with
respect to the local roads and the
fact that only fifty-odd thousand
dollars is provided in khe budget
for local roads this year, I would
point out to him that the $%0,000
that he makes reference to 1is not
intended to undertake any great
capital projects in areas in the
Province that do have Jlocal road
boards. It is not meant to
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address khat type of expenditure.

What it dis meant to do, M.
Speakar, is to provide a per
capita grant to those areas that
do have Jocal road hoards, a per
capita alleocation each year which
this year +is going to be ‘increased
100 per cent. The per capita
allocalkion to the various local
roads boards around the Province
is going to be increased by 100
per —cent, which means it will go
from the ten dollars that is
allocated right now to local roads
boards, ten dollars per capita, to
twenty dollars per capita. As 1T
said, it is nobt meant to undertake
any great capital dmprovements in
any area of the Province. It s
meant to provide a token amount to
each of these communities that do
have local road boards.

On top of that, Mr, Speaker, we do
have capital allocabtions which are
make available to communities that
do have local road boards and thab
cannot satisfactorily undertake
this work with the small amounts
that are made available from that
$57,000. So we do provide Funding
in our redular capital programme
in the department to help out
those areas that do not have the
means at  their disposal to help
themselves .,

The hon. member, I believe,
mentioned something, as well, with
respect to the ferry systems and
how the federal government are
helping out some areas 1in Canada.
He gives the ‘dmpression bthat that
same consideration 1is not afforded
to the Province of Newfoundland,
and that is not true, Mr .
Speaker.,

The hon. gentleman 1s throwing up
a smoke screen in that regard,
because Lhe fedaeral governnent
does provide a subsidy each year
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of approximately $30 million on
the South Coast in the Labrador
Coastal freight and passenger
service. That 1is a wvery, very
significant amount, $30 million,
that 1s provided as a subsidy each
year on the South Coast and
Labrador Coastal freight and
passenger service.

on top of that, the Federal
government funds 100 per cent the
Patite Forte to Ardgentia run which
i funded to the tune of about
$520, 000, That . is provicded 100
per cenlt by the federal government
as well. The service petwean
Jackson's Arm and Harbour Deep 1is
100 per cent funded by the federal
Department of Transport,
$341,000. S0 tLhat ig an
additional service that we receive
each year.

He quoltes British Columbia and
what they are presently receiving
From the federal governmeant,
Well, British Columbhia got $8
million back in 1977 and that will
go to $15 million of a subsidy per
year in 1988,

The entire cost of the service
they are providing is $171 million
a year 1in British Columbia. The
subsidy that they will receive
will be din the neighbourhood of
$15 - $16 million, compared to -

AN HON. MEMBFER:
(Inaudible) what?

MR. .DOYL.E:

Have not you bheen listening? Sit
down, and listen for awhile,
instead of talking while I am
Lalking. Open up your e@anrs, T
just got Finished telling you, and
iF you had not heen talking bto the
member for Gander (Mr. Baker), you
would have heard what T told you.

I told you that the federal
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government each year in
Newfoundland spends $30 million on
the South Coast and the Labrador

Coastal freight and passaengar
service. In addition to that,

they also subsidize 100 per cent
the Petit Forte to Argentia run,
which is costing in the
neighbourhood of about $550,000,
and the Jackson's Arm  to Harbour
NDeep run, which is $341-

MR, TULK:
(Inaudible) Fogo.

5ooam nob  talking about the Fogo

service. I am responding to the
mamhaer for Burgeo - Bay d'Espolr -

MR. TULK:
Talk about Fogo.

MR. DOYLE:

Yes, T will in due course. I am
responding ko the member For
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir (Mr .
Gilbert), who has made the
statement that in Newfoundland, as
compared to the Province of

British Columbia, we are not
receiving nearly as much as what
they are, and T wanted to paint
that out.

MR. SPEAKER: .
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. TULK:

It s one Fhing For Elve hon,
minister to talk about Lhe coastal
boal service, bul. bthe btruth of Lhe
matter dis, 1in 1979, as he knows,
he negotiated

MR.- DOYLE:
That dis not a point of order, Mr.
Speakaer.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

R, TULK:

a deal which saw the Province -

MR. DOYLE:

He is just using up my time.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order!

MR. DOYLE:
That is not a -

MR. TULK:
- losae $8 million,

MR. DOYLE:
- point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of arder,

The hon. Lhe Minister of

Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker, since the members did
not get what I was saying
originally, T will point it outk
again. For the member for Burgeo
~ Bay d'Espoir to say bthat we are
not receiving equal due
consideration comparecd with Ehe
Province of Rritish Columbia is,
absolutely, untrue, hecause the
federal government, again, spends
$30 million on the South Coast and
the Labrador Coastal freight and
passenger's service and they fund
100 per cent, as well, the service
between Petilk Forte and Argentia,
and the service between Jackson's
Aarm and Harbour Deep. Compared to
British Columbia, we get $30
million - $40 million, and B.C. 1is
currently getting $15 million per
year of a subsidy for a service
that is costing $180 million.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The Province picks up the balance,
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MR. DOYLE:
The Province picks up the balance,

yes, T wonld imagine it does.

So, having dealt with that one,
Mr. Speaker, we will move on now
to some of Lthe comments Uthat was
made by Lthe member for Fogo (Mr.

Tulk). I must say I was wvery
disappointed that we did not have
more time in our estimate
commnittee meebings Lo deal Fully
with the Department of
Transportation hecause it i @

very important and extensive
department. We had only three, T
believe, three and a half hours to
deal with the many, many problems
and it was not time enough to get
around Lo  euenry Lhing that I
wanted to deal with,

I must say the quality of the
debate was nokt what you would
expect., But I will try to deal
with some of the poinks thalt were
raised by the member for Fogo with
respecl. Lo the Fogo Tsland Ferry
Service, This year we are, Mr,
Speaker, making some changes Lo
that service, and as i have
indicated on wany, many occasions,
it is not meant at all to
downgrade the service 1in any way.
We will be having the same number
of rimns between Fogo and Farewell,
and the same, 1if not, more runs
bhe bween Change Islands Cand
Farewell. Each service will be a
dedicated one.

It will not be a three-point
service, and I will ask that the
people of- the area give it a
chance and see if it can work. We
are convinced that 4t can worlk,
and we will be monitoring very,
very c¢losely that Ferry service
bhetween Fogo and Farewell, and
bhetween Farewell and Change
Islands to idinsure, Mr. Speaker,
that the best possible service is
given to the people of that area,
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that 1t d1s convenient, and that
there will be no downgrading
whatever,

I think that one of the main
concerns that the people of those
areas had was the fact Lthat Lthey
did not feel there was going to be
a second vessel made available to
tie up 1in Change Islands and Fogo

aovernight. Well, we have given
those committees assurances that
Lhat will not be the case. Mey

will have a hoat in the night on
Change Islands and they will have
the Beaumont Hamel available on
Fogo Tsland every single night.

During bthe very busy time of Lhe
year between June and Sepltember,
Lhere will he a two-boat operalion
in effect and there will be an
overnight of one of our swing
vessels, whether it is the
Hamilton Sound or the Sound Of
Islay tied up 1in Change Islands
to respond to any emergencies that
may occur.

Mr. Speaker, I have already had a
meeting, as & matter of fact. The
hon. membher has asked me when
meetings are going to take place.

I trust now he will not be up in a
Few minutes asking me to repeat
all of this again. He +4s talking
to the member for Menihek (Mr.
Fernwick). Well, T am only going
Lo say it once and, if he does not
want to Tisten, well, thakt s his
tough luck.

MR. TULK:
T will listen.

MR. DOYLE:

I am going to tell him that we did
have meebings Tined np wikh the
people of Fogo Island and the
people of Change Tslands, Already
I have hacd the opportunity to meet
with the people of Change Tslands
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only yesterday and to talk to them
about what changes might have to
occur.

AN HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. DOYLE:
They seem to be and T certainly do
nhot want to put any words dn
anyone's mouth, but they seem Lo
be on the surface fairly satisfied
that there w1l not bhe a
downgrading. They will he
attending a meating this Sunday
evening with of ficials of my
department Lo  go over in detail
any changes which might have to bhe
macle Thaey are willing, M,
Speaker, to meet with officials of
Lhe deparbtment on Sunday evening,
this Sunday coming.

MR. TULK:
When did you nobtify them?

MR. DOYLE:

I have a Telex here if the hon,
memher would like to see -it. They
were notified a few days ago that
there would be a meeting taking
place, first of all, between
officials of my department and the
two ferry committees to go over
any changes that might want to be
made . I cannot seem to find a
date on this. See iF you can Find
a date on that? They are willing
to meeb on Sunday evening to go
over the details of any changes
that might have Lo he made.

MR, TULK:

Woule Lhe hon,
question?

member permit a

MR. DOYLE:

MR. SPEAKER:
Fhe hon. the member For Fogo,
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The reason [ ask the minister For
the date of the Telex is that, as
T understand it, Lhe news media
yesterday, as a result of the
question that [T asked the minister
the day before in the House, was
carrying a story that bthe minister
had said they were going to meet
with the Fogo Island people.
Yesterday I was told that several
of the people who sit on  that
Committee, including the Chairman,
who  stibks on Lhe Transportation
Committee, and including the Mayor
of Fogo, had no -idea thakt Lhere

was a meeting in place. Now T
want to know 1f the minister has
cleared "that up. That was the

point of my question this morning.

Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

I am glad the hon. member asked me
thalk question bhecause we suggested
to the Committee. We said, "This
will refer to your Telex of April
28, 1988 concerning the
integration of the ferry systeom,
Tt dis unfortunate, dindeed, that
your Committee is not prepared Lo
meel with the Change Islands
Comnittee and my department at Lhe
same time.

"However, my of ficials are
available to meet with your
Transportation Committee to
discuss Lhe details oF the

integration of the Fogo Island -
Change Islands ferry saervice.

"Government's decision Wi th
respect to the binding of the two
is fimalized and discussions with
your Committee will take care of
operational details, especially
scheduling.
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" personally will be unable to

attend the initial meetings
be twean your group ancl Lhe
department. It would he

appreciatad 1iF A copy of  the
proposed agenda ditems could e
Forwarded .

"May 10, May 11, or May 12 are

suggested as possible meeting
dakas. Woule you please advise

accordingly?"

MR, TULK:
What is the date on the Telex?

MR. DOYLE:

The hon. member can have the telex
and see For himself 1f he can then
figure out when it was sent. It
was sent days ago anyway,

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, ‘1§ the minister aware
that this 1s 13 May and that there
carnnot he any meeting ongoing if
this 1s the 13th and that says the
10th, 11+th and 12th?

MR. DOYILE:
Well, I do not know where to find
the date on lhatl,

MR. TULK:
The time is past for Lhat
meeling. Today s the 13th,

MR. DOYLE:

They refused to meet on that time
80 e hadl to  re-schedule Lhe
meetings again. That is what I am
saying to you,

MR. TULK:
When is it now?

MR. DOQYLE:
What I am saying to you dis it is
on Sunday evening.

MR. TULK:
This Sunday?
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MR. DOYLE:
Yes.

MR. TUILK:
Do they know ahout it?

MR. DOYLE:

Well, we are not going to have a
meeting if they do not know about
it

MR. TULK:

Well, I do not know. You may try.
MR. DOYLE:

What kind of stupid gquestions, Mr,

Speaker, is ke hon. mamb e r
asking? ‘Are we going to have a
meeting?! Yas ., 'Do Ehey  know

about 1it?' Well, obuiously we are
not going ko have a meetding if
they do not know about it I
think il ds Fair to say thal lthey
know about 1it.

Arnyway, Mr., Speaker, I want to
respond Lo some of the questions
raised by the hon. member as to
whether or not a boat will be put
in place on Change Islands and
Fogo Tsland. T can indicate that,
ves, there will be a boat put in
place, a swing vessel, which will
take care of Change Islands. Fogo
Island will not be without its
Beaumont Hamel in the night.
That was the big fear Uthat they
had . Ainy possible emergencies
that might occur will be dealt
with,

The hon. member s asking why we
are combining the two services 1f
we are only going ko be saving
approximately $250,000 a year. I
Ehink he asked Lhat: gquestion.
Well, Mr. Speaker, one of the
things you have to consider, Af
you are going to provide a
two-hoat service, ds to build an
additional boat and that will cost
in the area of about $10 million,
to build an additional boat to
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serve the people of Change Islands.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, with those
Fow remarks, I will sit down.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Question! Question!

MR. SPEAKER (McNichaolas):

Are you ready for the question?

on motion, Fhe report of Lhe
Government Services Committee was
concurred -in.

MR. SIMMS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the President of Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, for the rest of Gthe
day we are going to move into
Comnittee of Supply bto continue
the Estimates of Executive Council
and lLegislaturae,

T helieve, Mr. Speaker, there is
approximately thirty-odd minutes
remaining out of Lhe seventy-five
hours, so we will conclude, at
least, and use this remaining time
in Committee of Supply on those
two heads, Legislature and
Executive Council.

I move Order 2.

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I believe Uthere will
only be about Five or six minutes
left at one o'clock. We more or
Jess had some sorbk of agreenent
that at one o'clock we would stop
Ehe c¢lock and wse those Five or
six minutes rather than come back
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the next day.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

We have agreed on that, and I
appreciate the hon. member's
co-operation,

On motion that the House raesolve
itself into Committee of the Whole
on Supply, Mr. Speaker lefl the
Chair.

Committee of the Whole

MR. CHAIRMAN (Greening):
Order, please!

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the wmember for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The last time we ciscussed this I
had a few questions and [ raised
some concerning Purchased Services
in the Premier's Office, the
budgeted amount and the revised
figures thab came in. The genaeral
sort of comment that I made was we
go through the process every year
of having a budget, bhut the
ministers never live within the
hudget that dis allotted for them.
Tt is always revised, I askead
what was made up 1in Purchased
Services for the $15,500, and, -in
the $98,000 for Travel in the
Premier's Office. I never got an
answer to that.

Then, as I went down through the
other ones, I had some questions.
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Under Treasury Board Committee of
Cabinet, 2.3.02.06, $20,000 for
Purchased Services. Maybe you
could tell mne what that is
comprised of, bhecause it has been -

MR. STMMS:
What was that
Treasury Board?

last one uncler

MR. GILBERT:

Treasury Roard, 2.3.02.06,
Purchased Services, $20,000 there.
Then you o under Personneal
Policy, 2.3.10.06 again. There
was nobhing in it last year, no
budget, hut this vyear you are
bucdgeting $7,000. What ds in the
Purchased Services there?

I asked about the Minister of
Intergovernmental AffFairs, his
increase 1in that department, and
they said it was because there was
not a full minister For the yeaar,
it was a chared thing. So I will
accept that.

Under Protocol, 2.4.07.06,
Purchased Services, I followed
that back since 1985  when we
budgeted $355,000 and we spent
$380, 000, The next year We
estimated $230,00 and we spent
$384,000. Last year we estimated
$250,000 and we spent $465,000.
This year e are estimating
$243,000. So I would like to know
what goes into the $465,000 that
is charged up in the Protocol
account. That seems Lo bhe a lot
of money that is spent and it goes
over the budget every year. So I
would like to know exactly what is
thae breakdown of this expense.
Have you got it?

The last one I did not get. Sorry!

MR. GILBERT:
It is 2.4.06, Purchased Services.
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MR. SIMMS:
Under what head?

MR. GILBERT:
It was estimated at $250,000 and
$465,000 was spent. This year you

are estimating $243,000. So if we
are going to go through the
exercise of passing these

estimates, there is not much point
unless we are going to live within
the budget. There 1is¢ not much
point in doing it. I wonder what
is din 1t that made the rather
dramatic increase there.

MR. SIMMS:
2.4.06 under what head, are you
saying?

MR. GIILBERT:
Protocol.

MR. SIMMS:
That is Cahinet Secretariat or
Executive Council, is 117

MR. GIIL.BERT:

Yes. Under that same heading,
uncder Grants and Subsidies, 2.4.07
and 06.

MR. SIMMS:
Professional Services, you say?

MR. GILBERT:

Purchased Services. Then the next
one down, Grants and Subsidies,
there 1is $10,400 estimated there
for this year. There was $10,000
estimated last year which was not
used, So I woncder what the reason
for that is.

DR. COLLINS:
Which one is he in?

MR. SIMMS:

I do not know. I cannot follow it.
DR. COLLINS:

Would the hon. member just permit
a question? Would vyou Jjust read
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out the heading number again?

MR. GILBERT:
2.4.,07 under Purchased Services,

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, but what head though?

MR. GILBERT:
2.4.07.06.

Page 22.

DR. COILLINS:

So . this is under Executive

Council, Protocol.

MR. SIMMS:
Yas, but he is going from Treasury
Board to Executive Council.

DR. COLLINS:
Yes.

MR. GILBERT:
Do not woerry about 1t, genbtlemen.
I will come back to it. We have
all morning.

DR. COLLINSG:
We Mave  you
Carry on,

sktraightened out,

MR. GILBERT:
Have you got that one?

MR. SIMMS:
Yes.

MR. GILBERT:
Page 23, top of the page, 2.4.08,

Offshore Negotiations. In the
budget last year We budgeted
$250, 000 for Professional
Services. You spent $135,000.
This year youl are budgeting
$250,000 again, I wonder dis that
Peter l.ougheed's law firm and
Cabot Martin's? Is that where

that would be in there? We would
like to know.

Thalt s about -ik. I can sit down

now while you answer the feaw
questions T have there.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Counc¢il.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

I have been trying to follow
closely the questions the hon.
member was asking. He must
appreciate, or maybe he does not,
mayhe he not aware, but the
brief-ing noktes I have, of course,
are broken down into the different
categories., Under Executive
Council you have the Premier's
Office, Treasury Roard, Cabinet
Secretariat and all these other
things. S0 I have been trying to
keep track.

In the interim I had a chat with
his leader and I got thrown off
track there for a minute, so I
think I may have missed one or

bwa . If I have, I apologize in
advance, and, as the hon. member
Says, he can rise again and

certainly repeat the questions, as
long as he does not attack me for
not answering, but maybe he could
repeat them again if I miss some.

The answers are fairly general
anyway, or obvious, I suppose, He
asked about the Purchased Services
under the Premier's Office, I
think it was. Purchased Services
with respect to the Premier's
Office, why was $15,000 spent even
though only $7,000 had bheen
budgeted. T believe thal was bhis
first question. He can nod or
ignore me as [ go through it, but
I think that was his first one.

The answer +to the question - I
thought: T had in fact answered
that the laslt day he asked it - 1is
Fhat 1k 1s obviously for official
entertainment on the part of the
Premier, as he dis aware, but it
also includes, din this particular
vote, maintenance agreements on an
Olivetti electronic typewriter and
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sofme other nodel machine or
whatever it 1is. So it covers some
maintenance and official
entertainment.

AN HON. MEMBER:
How much was maintenance?

MR, SIMMS:

I do not know  how much  Wwas,
maintenance. I suspect most of it
was of ficial entertainment, if
that ig what he wanks me Lo say,
but that is what he vote is for.

The other one, I believe, was
Transportation and Comnunications
for the Premier's Office, Travel.
Tt was  $80,000 and it went to

$98,000.

MR. GILBERT:
Why?

MR. SIMMS:
Why?

MR. GILBERT:

Why? In the other minister's
offices, the minister's travel and
entertainment account we budget
for, but it goes over all the
time. He does not live within the
budget. Why? Tf we are going to
budget, why do we not budget it
high enough so we know?

MR, SIMMS:

Well, Mr. Chairman, the answer to
that question then, in a general
way, 1if his general question is
why, s that, Ffirst of all, it 1is
not factual because it 1s not
every minister's vote that goes
over on travel; not euery
minister's Purchased Services vote
goes over. The Minister of Mines
talls me, for example, his did not
and so on, an I am sure there are
others.

MR, GILBERT:

Some do.
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MR. SIMMS:

Some do, thakt 1is correct. And il
is for the obvious reason that
there 1is more requirement of Lhe
minister to travel to meetings or
whatever representing Ehe
government or there dis more call
on  entertainment expenses and so
on. That 1s why it goes over, It
is very difficult to say anything
other than the fact that they did
more travel.

We do try to stay within the
budgets, and the departments, if
they do go over, have to go to
Treasury Board for approval of
additional funding, and things of
that nature. So, that 1is the
general response I can give the
hon. member. He may want further
elaboration, and that dis fine,
too.

Then he went to Treasury Board, I
believe 1t was, Purchased Services
.06, We budgeted $5,400 and spent

$12,000. fhat 18  one of your
gquestions, I believe. That is
of ficial entertainment: and

advertising.

MR. GIUI.BERT:
Could yeou say that again?

MR. SIMMS:
That 1s official entertainment for

the President of the Treasury
Board, and advertising.

MR. GILBERT:

How much was advertising?

DR. COLLINS:

We had to advertise for a

President,

MR, SIMMS:
I do not have the breakdown of
that $12,000,

MR. GILRBERT:
But vyou would assume that most of
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that was entertaining.

MR. STMMS:

T would assume that 1k was for
official entertainment . The
present. Treasury Board did a lot
of it last year obviously.

MR. GILBERT:
You are nobt going to do it this
year, though.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Treasury Board travelled outside
of St. John's seven times.

MR. SIMMS:

As a matter of fact, Gthat 1is a
very good point. The hon. member
pointed that out, that that went
up by $7,000, but he certainly did
not: make much of the fact that
while the President of Treasury
BRoard had a slight increase in his
entertainment “and advertising
vote, 1The fact Tlast year he was
budgeted for $37,000 to travel,
but he, in fact anly spaent
$18,000. So he saved $20,000.

MR. GILBERT:
Excellent,

MR. SIMMS:
But the hon. member forget to
mention it, I guess.

MR. GILBERT:

No, no. I did not see a reason to
mention it.

MR. SIMMS:

So, that also does not jive with
vis earlier statement that all the
ministers travel go over.

MR. GILBERT:
Entertainment, one or the other
goes over.

MR._SIMMS:
Anyway, he will probably apologize
when he gets up.
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The other thing was, I believe,
the member asked under 2.3.02
before that, Purchased Services,
where there 1s $20,000 budgeted
this year and last year was a

small amount. This is for
Treasury Board Committee of

Cabinet, the Cabinet committee of
Treasury Board, like the Resource

Policy Comnittee, ard 0 on.,
There is a Cabinet committee on
Treasury Board. Tt  dintends, atb

least, I idintend to try to bring
the Board around to different
parts of the Province perhaps more
Ehan what was done Tlastk year to
let people have an opportunity to
speak Lo mindsters on  Treasury
Roard, to meet the people, take
the government to the people, 1in

keeping with the government's
overall philosophy. T an not

aware that memhers opposite have a
real hig problem with that. T am
sure they agree with that.

So, essentially, that 1s what it
Was .

MR. GILBERT:
That will be entertaining when you
take it and the travel is up too.

MR. SIMMS:

Not necessarily, the cost of
meeting rooms and maybe equipment
rentals for whatever the reason
might bhe. It is just @
estimate. We do not know 1if we
will nse it, or whatever.

MR, GTULBERT:

The travel and entertainment in
that: department has gone fFrom
$8,000 to $50,000,

MR. STIMMS:
Ruk  last vyear, under that same
vote, we bhudgeted $3,000 and we

speant $3,000. S0, there 16
nothing unusual. This year, we

Lhink we may do a bit more, we may
try to bring the committee around
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to more parts of the Province.

MR. GILBERT: ‘
Maybe the people cannot afford it.

MR. BAKER:

Is there an election coming up?

MR. SIMMS:

That 1s an ‘dnteresting question,.
Mr . Chairman, Is there an
election coming up? Well, Mr.
Chairman, let me put it to the
membaer for Gander this way: If he
is considering seeking the
nomination +in the federal riding
of Grand Falls - Gander, or the
other one, Ronavista - Trinity,
Conception, he may wish to make
his decision on that matter very,

very soon. That is the Dbest
answear I cAan give the hon.

member. He may want to do that.

If the hon. member is asking me if
there +is goting Lo bhe an election,
my only response is, I wish there
was .

MR. GILBERT:
So do I.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Recause what we have seen from the
members opposite, Lhe official
Opposition, and I give them credit
For -it, by the way, c¢redilb where
credit dis due, they have, now,
after the last Lwelue months,
since their new leader came into
of Fice a year ago, now, they have
finally been ahble to convince
themselves Lhalk maybe Uthey are an
alternative. The member Ffor Fogo
ayen was so hold to predict 'We

would win forty-five seats
tomorrow, if Lhere Was an
election.’

MR. GILBERT:
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We would.

MR. SIMMS:

Here is the point.

MR, MATTHEWS:
(ITnaudihle) star candidates.

MR. SIMMS:

That s krue, Aut  here 1is the
point: If 4t has taken them one
Full yaar naw to convince

themselves maybe they are
alternative, they will need at
least that much time or longer to
convince the people. The only
thing I can say in response to the
hon . member's question is that
they will not have that much time.

MR. GILBERT:
What about the questions I asked?

MR, SIMMS:
I thank the hon. member for the
gquestion.

The other one the Protocol vote,
let me Jjust gel to the Protocol
vote.

MR, GILRBERT:
No, before that, 2.3.10,

MR. SIMMS:
The hon. member does not mind if I
jump to the Protocol one.

MR. GTILBERT:
Okay, as long as we come hack.,

DR. COLLINS:
That is uncear
Affairs.,

Intergovernmental

MR. SIMMS:

That 1s under
Affairs somewhere, dis 1t?
is.

Intergovernmental
Here it

lLast vyear the vote was $250,000
and we spent considerably more
than that obviously, $465,000.
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MR. GILBERT:
Yes, and you did the year before
and the year before,.

MR. SIMMS:

This year again we are budgeting
down to $243,000. What happens?
That s the vote where you get
requests. You will recall, for
example, when the Leader of the.
Opposition and 1 spoke to the
First hill, The Act To Amend The
Rememberance Day Act. During
debate on Ehatk, there were
legionaries in the audience and we
had Ealked about where we had
assisted the Legion to attend -

AN HON. MEMBER:
Beaumont Hamel.

Was 1t Beaumont Hamel?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yas .

MR. SIMMS:

Reaumont Hamel and so on, We
assisted and do assist and have
assisted kthe Royal Canadian lLegian
with a significant contribution to
help them send their delegation of
students, legionaries and so on to
that particular activity. Anc, of
course, there are numerous ,
nunerous redqnests from recreation
groups for national banquets that
are being held in the Province.
They always come to the government
and ask the government 1if they
would mind sponsoring a banguet.
Generally speaking we are very
happy to do that. Unfortunately,
the wmoney vyou budget 1is really
only an estimate. We try to keep
within 1k, but at the same time,
we try to keep a social conscience
and try to be supportive of all of
these groups to the best of our
ability, and that dis Lhe reason
why the amount exceedead
considerably, T admit, the amount
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that was actually budgeted.

This year our intention +is. to try
to keep even better control on it,
if we can.

MR. GILBERT:
Yes, but could you table last

year's list?

MR. SIMMS:

The Protocol vote itself, we will
try to keep it strictly for
protocol purposes. For example,
the Ambassador to Egypt was here

in the Province last week. t]
couple of ministers, I think,
entertained him and had lunch or
dinner or whatever and there were
other activilies associated with

his visit. There were S Ome
costs. Tk came ot of the

Protocol vote.

What we ware going to Ltry and do

Ehis year i breaak down per
gdepartment, give every individual
departimment their own vote to

address the requests that come for
banquets, to address bthe requests
that come from the Legion or
whatever, those kinds of things
will now bhe addressed to the
individual departments, rather
than to the President of The
Executive Council.

MR. GILBERT: "
That will make it harder to find
(inaudible).

MR. SIMMS:

The President of the Executive
Council does not WaEn to e
standing up here every year and
saying, "Well we overspent' and
try to explain why. I think the
ministers of bhe departments
should have c¢ontrol over it and
that 1s whalb we are going Lo bry
and do, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GULBERT:
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Would you table that Tist for last
year's expenses?

MR. SIMMS:
The breakdown of the
expenditure?

Protocol

MR. GILBERT:
$4.85,000.

MR. SIMMS:

T will certainly take that under
advisement and if there dis no
secret QK 1o Cabinet secrets
involved or anything of that
natire.,

MR. GILBERT:
You can black out the department,
it odie just Lthe amounts we want.

MR. STMMS:

T shall undertake that for Lthe
horn. memnber and see 1F T can do
that. I do not see any particular
reason For that.

MR. W. CARTER:

Would the hon. member permit a
question?

MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon. the member for

Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

On the Protocol, we have now a
Director of Protocol at $52,000 a
year, I think Mr. Andrews the
Former member for BRurgeo, defeateaed
in the last election is the
Director. Then we have @ Chief
Protocol Officer, Contractual. We
have two now, one & Director of
Protocol, $52,000; and a Chief
Protocol Oofficar Contractual,
$40,550.

I wonder can the minister explain
Lhe neaecd For a Contractual Chief
Protocol Officer and a Director of
Protocol?
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MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Chairman,

MR. EFFORD:
Aand who are they?

MR. W. CARTER:
Yas, who are Lhey?

MR. CHAJLRMAN:
The hon, the
Council.

Prasidaent of Lhe

MR, SIMMS:

M. Chairman, T believe the hon.
membar may have gotten it a bit
mixed up. I think vyou have it
bhack foremost. I think you
mentioned that Mr. Andrews was the
Director of Protocol?

MR. W. CARTER:
Well, I thought he was.

MR. SIMMS:
No, I do not helieve he is. I
believe the Director 18 Mr .

Korbai, I bhelieve. I think Mr.
Andrews dis bthe other contractual
person. In any event, the reason
for two protocol officers is very
obuious, if you were down in their
office. Perhaps, the hon. member,
by the way, and I invite all hon.
memhers to kake the opportunilky to
go and meet with these individuals
and ask them Lo explain to you
their role because I can assure
you Lhat thay are very, very
busy.

Far example, we have a visit this
year to the Province by a member
of the monarchy, Prince Edward
will be visiting the Province next

month, 7, 8 and 9 June. The
Protocol office, in conjunction
with gomne other people, are
involued in the organization of
that whole wvisit. That 1s, in

itself, enough to consume the time
of two people for several months.
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Now, the hon. memb e was &
minister of the Crown. He would
have & better perception than most
members because he was in the
Cabinet, He would be wvery inuch
aware, now, that this 1is not just
a couple of people sitting around
doing nothing. He knows there is
a Tlol  dnvolvement in  protocol.
Every week there is an ambassador:
From Egypt Jlaslt week; the week
hefore a minister was here from
Noruay wikh respeacth Lo Lhe
offshore; the Swedish ambassador
was here recently; and the United
States amhassador. The hon.
member may not have a perception
of that, but that is a fact.

There is so much positive activity
happening in Newfoundland and
Labrador, they are coming here
from all over the world to find
out what the prospects are and
what the promise is For the
future, When they come here, we
treat them with a bik of dignity
and we also show them the
Newfoundland spirit, not as active
as the Soiree '88 function the
olbher night.

T am sure when Mr. Turner came Lo
this Province last night, members
opposite welcomed him with open
arms .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ok, oh!

MR. SIMMS:

When @& visitor comes, I am sure
the Leader of the Opposition, who
is a sensible gentleman on [hese
matters, I am sure he will admit
that ik is appropriate, when those
people wvisit your Province, that
vou look after Uthem as best you
can with the resources that you
have . You have them for & meal,
or whatever, and you might invite
a few people ko go along For the
meal, those kind of things. That
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is patural, normal stuff, and that
is what the Protocol vote is
basically used for. ’

Do you have some questions?

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Chairman,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

M, Chairman, since we are dealing
with the Executive Councill I want
to broach a question by virtue of
the ministers and their staff in
that particular department, which
I believe - is Treasury Roard,
Intergovernmental Affairs and the

Premier's office. Tt is a
quastion that, I think, applies
eaven more wicdaely.

Tt raefers Lo a gquestion of

interest fFrom the Liberal Party as
wall becausae, 1f you recall on bhe
first day, they tabled, I Lthink,
twenty -Lkwo  gquestions about what
was happening wilh the minister's
staff over there during the
by-election in Windsor - Buchans.
I have some real questions about
that because +the inference from
Lhe Liberals, in tabling all these
gquestions, was that there was an
abuse of this staff, or that there
might have been an abuse of this

staff. In other words, the
President of Treasury Board's

staff wmight have been out there

doing political things in the
Windsor - Buchans by-elecltion;
that the Premier's staff might

have been doing political things
and Lhat Lhe Minister of
Tntergovernmental's staff might
have heen doing political things
ont thera,

T have a Tlot of confusion abhout
that because, quite frankly, I am

nok aexactly sure what the staff
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are allowed to do. I think the
reason 1t 1s cimportant ds because

we have some staff members as
well, we have A couple of
secretaries and a part-time
researchaer, anda I would like

really clear directions on whether
they are allowed to do political
activities like getting dnvolved
with it.

Of course, the Leader of the
Liberal Party also was involued
with it since Robert Dornan who
was a staff person For the Liberal
Caucus was also out in Windsor -
ARuchans at that time and was, I
would assume, involved in the
dactivities that were going on with
the election campaign. I think it
is  a quest-ion that T want somne
clear answers on.

House of

Are the staff of the

Assembly, arvcl of @l of ble
ministers, such as Executive

Assistants, and so on, &are bthey
forbidden to take part in election
campaigns or do they have a role
in election campaigns? I would
really like to know bthe answer to
that because so far we are getting
all kinds of conflicting
statements on it.

By the way, the case of
Dornan who was an employee of the
House of Assembly, I +think, was
incorrect. We know thalt he was
there for about ten days during
the election campa-ign, at the
end. The Leader of the official
Opposition (Mr. Wells), when
asked, said he was not Lhere
working on & campaign, but was in
fact there as an assistant Lo the
l.eader of Fhe official
Opposition.

The only problem was that the
candidate -in Windsor - Buchans was
not the Leader of the official
Opposilion chiring Lhat ten-day
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time period. So he must have been
there as the assistant to the then
Leader of the official Opposition
who was only there for two days,
as far as I know.

So really what T am asking ak this
point dis: Can we get some clear
directives? Are there clear
directives on the amournt of staff,
and on Lhe bthings that the staff

can do? T really do nolt know the
answer ko  bthe question, I gel
conflicting answers. I get an

indicakion Ethat the Liberal caucus
is concerned about it, otherwise T
do not see why they wonld have puk
those questions on the Order
Paper.: [f that is the case, that
they feel they should not be doing
it, +then there seems Lo be some
abuse on their part as well.

I do not know what to say to
peaople when my secretary says,
"Can I go and work on this
campaign for a couple of days?' I
do nok have an answer for ik, I
want some answers to those
questions.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

\

MR. _LONG:
Good question.

MR. SIMMS:

Tt dis & good question, T guess. I
do  nol  want  to gel dnto the
question of the Leader of tUthe
@R el o stalff in
Windsor-—-Buchans, for ohuious
reasons. Some of our skaff were

out there too. I understand the
reason for the questioning s
because the Liberals had a
question on the Order Paper asking

MR. FENWICK:
Where they were.
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MR. STIMMS:

I do not think they asked where
they were. I think they wanted
that information to find out what
expenses may have been dincurred.
That 1is fair enough. I answered
Lt There Were no EXPENSes
associated with wmy two political
staff people. They stayed with
their parents in Grand Falls..
That ds where they are ftrom. They
ate at their homes and all that
kind of khing.

S0 that was Lhe purpose for the
question,

MR. FENWICK:
Where they on salary at the time?

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, they were on salary.

Then that brings me to your next
gquestion which 1is: Staff, are
they allowed to participate in

elections, for example,
by-elections? TF they are

political staff, Mr. Chairman - 1
do not know 1if there 1is even a
policy on it but it certainly has
always been the practice -~ T do
not think anybody has euer
questioned it - iF Lhey are
political staff, then they are
expected to do political things.
Ohviously, a by-election is a
relatively poliidical activity or
undertaking,

AN HON. MEMBER:

IL can become that, yes.

T do not know if we have a policy,
but that has been the practice and
T do not think anybody really has
had a problem with 1it. If the
hon. member has political staff or
office - I know he had some people
out there from the party. I do
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not know -

SOMIE HON., MEMBIERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:
If I could have the hon. members'
attention, I would like ©to pursue
the point,

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

MR, SIMMS:

I want to try to pursue a big
point. I do not believe® it has
heen an acceptable practice to use
secretarial help, specifically to
answer your question. Political
staff, yes. Secretaries, I am not
sure are political stafrf. As @
matter of fact, many of them stay
in  Lhe system after changes of
government and things like that.
S0 Lhey  are not  usually held
accountable as political staff,
Burt: ministears!' polikical stalff
involvement, I think that is quite
accephtable.

The overriding question here then,
perhaps, not only as it relates to
s parliamentarians and  memnbers
and ministers, or whatever, the
overriding question 1s a larger
one that the hon. member has had
on his mind for a long time with
respect to the political activity,
perhaps, of public servants.

i believe the Premier already
indicated publicly a few days ago
that we are working on a policy to
address that particular dissue, and
I believe we will have it -in place
very soon. Hopefully it will be
an acceptable policy, although any
policy vyou bring 1in dis bound to
generate a bit of croiticism,
certainly from Opposition,
generally speaking.

That 1is a broader quesltion related

L1942 May 13, 19588 Vol Xl

to Lhae question of political
activity of staff. RBut certainly

ny nnderstanding: s political
staff of ministers or Opposition
offices, or whatever, are
certainly allowed to participate
in political aclivities. The

Treasury pays them, that dis true,
The Treasury also pays members and
they participate in political,
stufF. So I do not think there is
a real conflict, or anything.
Mayhe the hon. memher has a
conflict or a problem with that
aspeck of 1t, or perhaps he has
another point that he is trying to
2ero in on.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon, member For
North.

RBonauvista

MR. LUSH:

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, I want Lo make a

sugges bion relating o Social
Policy. Social Policy and

Rasourcao Policy Committaeas come

under this heading.

MR. SIMMS:
Roth Social Policy and Resource
Policy?

MR. LUSH:
Yes,

So I want to make a suggesbtion to
the President of Treasury Board in
the hope that he can take this
suggestion back to the members of
Lhe Social Committee in the hopes
that they can pursue this as an
active policy. Because, M.
Chairman, without this policy this
Province is going to be in deep,
deap trouble. A solution to it
w1l not  bhe Found unless the
government pursues this particular
suggestion that T an now going to
make .
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Mr. Chairman, T have been doing
this for the past three weeks 1in
my questioning to Lhe Minister of
Municipal Affairs, 1in particular,
It has been fragmented. My attack
has not been wuniform, because I
have bheen getting din at the tail
end of Question Period and just
getting one question to the
minister, Mr. Chairman, it 1s a
very, very important suggestion,
and I represent din making this
suggestion Lhe VR NI of 300
municipalities throughout Lhe
Province and possibly in axcess of
90 per cent of the population. It
i¢ nolt always that a member speaks
on behalf of these large numbers,
300 mumnicipalilties reprasenting
over 90 per cent of the population
of the Province.

Now, Mr. Chairman, T refer to the
lack of public services in this
Province, particularly water and
saewer and roads in the hundreds of
municipalities
Province. The problem 1dis never
going to be addressed adequately
or effectively, if we do not get
federal government participation.
If we do not get federal
government assistance than that
problem is not going to bhe
addressed. We are forever going
to have a level of public services
that is not comparable to that
with other Canadians.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

M, Speaker, I was surprised when
T asked the wminister whethaer he
had made any representation to the
federal government For Lhis very
Ehiing  and  the minister admitted
that he had not. I asked the
Premier, the Premier was rather
elusive about it and said that it
was done in the past, but, it did
nol indicate that 1t was being
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throughout this

done now.

Mr-. Speaker, I suggest Gthat Ethis
policy must be actively pursued by
this government to get the federal
government ' to participate in
providing e people of this
Province with public service.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. LLUSH:

I Jjust want Lo make that
suggesltion to Lhe Prasident of
Treasury Board (Mr. Simms) that
bhis hecomas a policy of  khis
government to take back to their
buddies in OkLawa, their friends
of the same political stripe.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the President of Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Chairman, I want to comnend
the member for Bonavista North. I
want to commend him, He 1s one of
those individuals from the
Opposition whoe gquite fFfrequently,
in a well-reasoned way, puts forth
good solid arguments. He also
puts forth reasonable questions,
imporkant questions. For example,
yesterday, even though he got on
at tha Ladl @ncl of Question
Period, and he was complaining
ahout that:, he gol mational
coverage on a question he asked
Lthe Miniskaer of Fducation where he
quoted the President of the NTA
abhont  young people who were fund
raising. That got national
coverage in the Toronto Globe and
Mail, the member Ffor Fortune -
Hermitage knows Lhat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. STMMS:

Two years ago, I remember the hon.
member, I an not sure if he was my
critic when I was the Minister of
Forestry, bull he advocated more
siluiculbure projects should be
undertakan, and  parbicularly in

his 0N constituency. Lo and
behold, Mr. Speakaer, Lhat vaery

same year, and the member even
thanked wme for 1k, comnended me
for it, for acting on his
suggestions. We undertook two or
three projects 1in his district, a
Liberal district.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. STIMMS:

So, I take his questioning very
seriously. T can tell him, yes,
we have made representation. The
former wminister went to Ottawa and
melt with two or three people up
there on two or three occasions to
try to develop a policy. The
Minister of Justice (Ms. Vearge)
was up there. All kinds of people

nere P Lhere Lrying o get
funding from the federal

governmenl, which they were Fforced
to cut, T gquess, to put in place
an infrastructure programme.

But, Mr. Chairman, we have only
got a minute left. I have to get
this question in before T Finish.
I want to ask the hon. member, 1
want him to tell me sincerely, by
a nod, because he will have time

to  respond publicly: Is he tltoo
seriously contemplating leaving

provincial politics to seek the
nomination federally for the
Liberal Party in Ronavista -
Trinity - Conception?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

DR. COILLINS:
He nodded. There was a 1°

tkle

11944 May 13, 1988 Vol XL

small nod.

MR. SIMMS:

When he gets the appropriate
opportunity he can either confirm
or deny that story, as T krnow has
happened in the past by others.
But perhaps he can tell us. I
Lhink he would make an admirable

candidate, by the way, far any.

party. HMHe is a Fine gentleman,

I gather, Mr. Chalrman, time is
expired, 1is it, five past one?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:
Oh, T still have a couple of
minutes, well in that case.

To get back to the question of

mundcipal infrastructure. The
hon. member knows full well, as
averybody does, Ll e et

hundreds of millions of dollars of
requests, as I understand it

AN HON, MEMRER:
$160 milldion.

MR. SIMMS:

$160 wmillion this year, We are
trying to be fiscally responsible,
but  alt  the s¢ame Eime krying to
have a social conscience, which is
nokt easy when you do not have the
dollars.

DR. COLLINS:
"Len' your mother is on the phone.

MR. SIMMS:
I am trying to speak so they do
not get up again, boy,

We have tried to contain  our
expenditures and said we are going

to- try and contain our
expenditures. We have sebt our
goal of $25 million a year for a
three year period. That. s not
No. 36 R1944



easy ko attain and it may not be
easy to attain.

DR. COLLINS:
A great speech.

MR. STIMMS:
But it 1s fiscally responsible to
portray those kinds of dinitiatives
to your - as the hon. the member
For Gander (Mr. 8aker), who is the
Finance c¢ritic would be very aware
Lo your fiscal agents. They see
these Tthings as an dndication that
you are bkrying ko attack problews
you have, like we have with the
deficit.

DR. COILLINS:
Fraser March 1s outside,

SOME HON. MEMBERSG:
Ooh, oh!

We are about o vote O our
estimates, 1if hon. members will be
patient,

MR. BAIRD:
You better hurry on, we are all
going.

MR. SIMMS.

Hon. members are nobt aware that if
I sit down, then the hon. members
over there will stand up. Whak is
the difference? Anyway, that
answers his question.

Is the kime expired?

DR. COLLINS:
Question. Question.

MR. STMMS:

Time 1is expired.
On motion, Heads 1.1.01 through
1.1.03, carried.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
Shall 2.1.01 carry?

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Chairman, I think it is agreed
that we will just carry it without
calling all of them. Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Agreed!

On motion, the total of the
estimates For lLegislature a@nd
Executive Council, carried.

MR. SIMMS:

T wove that bthe Comnitbes rise,
report having passed the
departments and ask Jeave Lo sit
again.

On motion, that the Commibthee rise
and report having passed estimates
of expenditure For the Legislabure
and Executive Council and ask
leave ko sil  again, Mr. Speaker
returned to the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordaer, please!

The hon. the member for Terra Nova.

MR. GREENING:

Mr . Speaker, Fhe  Committee of
Supply has considered the matters
to then referred and have directed
me to report having passead
Festimates of Expenditures of the
Legislature and Executive Council
and ask leave Lo silb again.

n motion, report received ancd
adopled, Commitlbee ordered to sib
again on Ltomorrow.

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Council.

President of the
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MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, may I just thank hon.
members For their co-operation, by
the way. That now finalizes the
saventy -Five hour allotment of the
estimates and all members I think

haye worked hard to soe Lhe
process work. We still have Lo
physically pass {the budget., That
will take place some +ime in the
Future. We will not say when.

T want to advuise hon. members that
Monday and Tuesday we will be

returning to Lhe Meach Lake
debate. It 1is the government's
intention to pursue this as

quickly as we can and to get a
resolution to it one way or the
other from this House so we will
he persisting and putting Meech
Lake on Monday and Tuesday.

On Thursday and Friday, I will
have to wait until Tuesday
afterncon to advise hon. members
because it depends on the debate
on Meech Lake. The -intent would
he to go on with Meech Lake, if it
is not concluded, or get back to
perhaps the budget and then get
into legislation as soon a&s we can.

AN HON. MEMRER:
(Tnaudible).

MR. STMMS:

If Meech Lake ds concluded, we
will gelk dnto khe budget debate to
try to pass Lhe budget. Then the
rematining weeks will be
legislation.

Might I also just point out for
the Leaders of *Lthe Opposition, in
particular, and the NDP, I
believe, Clerks have spoken to
both mention Order 31, Bill No.
32, An Amendment To The Atlantic
Accord Act, which is a very minor
amendment, but because of a time
problem, we have to +try to put
that Ehrough all three stages, if
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we can agree ko do that some time
next week, perhaps Thursday or
something like that. So we will
have to do that obviously some
Lime too,

Mr. Speaker, T move that the House
adjourn until tomorrow, Monday, at
3:00 p.n. and that this House do
now adjourn,

Oon motion that the House at dts

rising  adjourned until  tomorrow,
Monday, May 16, at 3:00 p.m.
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QUESTION 153

Mr.

of
of

1.

Fenwick (Menihek) - To ask the Honourable the Minister
Consumer Affairs & Communications to lay upon the Table
the House the following information:

What plans the department has to promote the hiring of
handicapped people in their department over the next
year.

What funds have been allocated to help in programmes
like this.

What funds have been allocated to make the department
itself, and their programmes, more accessible to
handicapped people. \

Any other programmes that the department itself might
have to help the handicapped.

ANSWER

1‘

2.

None, all hiring for the Department is done through
the Public Service Commission.

No funds have been allocated because all hiring is
done through the Public Scervice Commission.

(a) No funds have been allocated to make the
Department more accessible, as the Department is
siluvated in lcascd accommodations. However, the
landlord provides entry through the main entrance
of the building and use of building elevators for
access by handicapped people who wish to visit
the Department.

(b) Departmental programs are accessible to all
segments of the population through telephone,
written, and personal contact, upon which every
attention is given to assisting consumers,
including the handicapped.

As per note 3.(b) above.
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