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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (M¢Nicholas):
Oorder, please!

There was one item I said I would
look over during Lhe weekend,
which was the matter of lying to
Lhe House. The statement here by
Lhe hon., the member Ffor Bonavista
South (Mr. Morgan), 'Mr. Speaker,
T rise again on a point of
privilege Sir, and I will keep
rising From N OW until limgdom
come, ! That is not an acceptable
way to address any member of this
hon. House, and I think it is an
abuse of the privileges of all
other members.

I have looked in detail abt Hansard
just to see exactly what the hon.
member said. He did on a number
of occasions say that an hon.
member  lied. "M Morgan: The
evidence shows he lied. The
evidence shows it " The hon.
member again repeats, "The
evidence shows 1t. The evidence
is  clear. The man lied to the
House ., " I note here that I said,
"The hon. member c¢learly has said
now that a member Jlied to Lthe
House. I ask him now to withdraw
Lhalt . "

e hon. Lhe member For Bonavista
South, "Mr. Speaker, no, Sir, I
did not say Lhat. I said the
evidence in this House today, 1in
debate, shows that the man lied to
Lhe House. Somehody lied to the
House ., "

Now, this Look up an awful long
time of the House and I ‘think I
was wrong in nobt cubbing 1t much
shorter at the time.

Then the Final statemnent by the
hon. the memher for Bonavista
South: He said, "T  stand by
that. Somebody lied to the House
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of Assembly today, somebody ! "
And then he goes on, "I withdraw
saying a membher lied, but somebody
lied to the House. "

Now, that is not a very

satisFactory withdrawal hut 1t is
one that I accept.

Statements by Ministers

PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr . Speakear, I believe 1t is
urgently necessary to address this
Hon. House on a mabtber of great
importance.

It has been suggested for several
days now that this Government and
Newfoundland Enviroponics Limited
have been engaged in some sort of
ingidious plot to take ouar
Maritime cucumber markets Uthrough
a systematic dumping effort aimed
at bankrupting thve Mari t-ime
greenhouse industry.

My . Speaker, there 1s not now nor

has there @auer heen any such
plan. Such a plan  would by

totally inconsislent wi kh the
policy positions of Lhi s
Government which have haean Lo
strengthen the Ffree Flow of goods
and services bhetween Provinces in
a fair ancl open manner .

NewrFoundland Enviroponics has
ahsolutely no intention of
unfairly competing in any

marketplace. Indeed, the facts
are just the opposite.

NewfFoundland Enviroponics entered
Lhe Maritime marketplace on a fai
and reasonable hasis., It 18
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probably the most cost-efficient
producer  in  Canada  lLoday and e
make no apologies fFor that. As
well, 1t dis producing product that
is  herbicide and pesticide free
and d1s¢  ofF  the highest possible
quality. We make no apologies for
Lhis elther. Newfoundland
Enviroponics can and will compete
on that basis.

The fact, Mr. Speaker, 1is that
Newfoundland Enviroponics has done
nothing wrong. It is nok a case
of  Government subsidy competing
wikh private enterprise.
Newfoundland Enviroponics is
financed on a bhusiness-1ike basis
and will have to pay 1its own way.
It is no more subsidized by
Government Lhan are greenhouse
growers or, for Lhat matter, any
other agricultural producer in
Lhis country. Again, Mr. Speaker,
we must consider the fachts. In an
interview published in the May 21
edition of The Globe and Mail,
Lhe Vice-President of Clovear
Produce in Halifax dindicated that
he would be malking Lp the
shortfall caused by cancelling
orders wi th NewF oundland
Enviroponics by purchasing from
Ontario producers at lower
prices. Does this sound like a
dumping situation or a situabion
in  which local Maritime growers
are being unfairly competed with?
The answer 1is clearly no.

Mr Speaker, I feal it is
important that the record be set
straighnt on this dssue, I would
like to quote from Hansard of May
20 and the statement of the hon.
the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural ancd Northern
Development:

My Speakar, it is not the
government's intention, or

Enviroponic's
deliberately put

NewfFoundland
intention to
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anyhody out of business. It ds
not.  our  deliberalte dntention Lo
dump so that we can up prices
afterwards ., Tt dis our deliberate
intention to e very, very
aggressive in the marketplace and
to wmake sure that we are there in
a price compebitive situation.”
$till quoting the minister: e
are not going to be competitive in
a quality situation hecause nobody
can compete with ws on quality.
There dis nobody who produces a
cucumbaer like we do, Lhat s
herbicide and pesticide free,
packed fraesh and gelsg Lo the
market as quickly as ours can. on
quality we have no concerns at all
hecause we are going to be the
baest by Far 1n the marketplace."
Still quoting the minister: "When
it comes Lo price, we are going Lo
competle in any markaetplace we
choose Lo bhe An and we are going
Lo do -very, wvery well din those
markeltplaces ., "

That: 1s what Ehe Minisler said on
May 20.

Mr, Speaker, notwithstanding what
I have just said, 4in bthe minister
clearly articulating governmeant
policy, if Lhere has been a
misunderstanding created through a
misinterpretation of e hon .
minister's comments, I feal
compelled Lo apologize. My
apologies go to the Jocal Maritime
growers, to the govermnents of our
sister provinces, to the consuming
public, and, perhaps meo s b
importantly, to the employees of
NewdF oundland Frnuiroponics. May
are doing their best to create a
successful enkterprise.

This government will e making
appropriate contacts over the next

day o Lo Wi bh nedghbouring
govermnents and olthers Lo reassure
Lhemn on Lihese points and Lo

hopefully repainr s Qe of Lhe
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damage which has been done.

Mr. Speaker, there are a number of
other related misconceptions about
this project and the occurrences
of the past few days which need to
be cleared up.

First of all, Newfoundland
Enviroponics has not, as I stated
earlier, been dumping produce on
Ehe Nova Scotia market . ANy
suggestion  to Lhe contrary is
Lotally without Foundation,
Newfoundland Enviroponics has not
s0ld produce oulsidae of Lhis
Province at any time at a price
lower than 1t was then offFering to
its local customers.

Second, there has hbeen discussion
ahout smaller cucumbers being
produced by Newfoundland
Enviroponics. For Lhe record,
Newfoundland Enviroponics is
currently producing a variety of
grades of cucumbers to cater Lo
the preferences of 1its customers,
These different grades are
characterized by different sizes
and are packaged and designated as
such., The different slzes of
product command different prices.
ro put it simply, Newfoundland
Enviroponics sells the smaller
cucumbhers for less than the larger
ones and of course this is
reflected Lo & degree in Lhe
ultimate retail price. It must be
reiterated, however, that Che
retailer controls the final price
and  therefore il is difficull Lo
make generalizations about pricing
issuas.

Third, it has been suggested Lhat
Newfoundland Enviroponics is
marketing dts produce at  pricoes
significantly lesa Lhan its
costs. This appears Lo stem From
information released some time ago
which suggested Lhat at  oubputb
levels in Lhe order of seuaen
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million pounds annually,
Newfoundland Enviroponics would
require average prices in Lhe
order of $1.08 per pound to he
viable. The suggestion seems Lo
e that if Newfoundland
Enviroponics sells at prices Jlower
than $1.08 per paound it is
dumping. Again this dis simply not
Lhe case, To  hegin wibh, Lhe
$1.08 was ¢clearly an average
pricae. We are enlbering the season
of the year when prices in produce
markets will be alt btheir lowesl,
Clearly Newfoundland Enviroponics
has to compele in these produce
markets and price 1s certainly a
primary  cribaeria, It a&also has Lo
be remembered that Newfoundland
EFnvuiroponics has Lo break dinto new
markelts. It ds accepted business
praclice Lo offar S One price
incentives Lo establish e
products . Is this  dunping? I
think not. I would also add that
the ¢$1.08 figure was preliminary
and premised on an annual output
of 7 million pounds. Newfoundland
Enviroponics is currently
producing at rates which are far
in exXcess of our original
projections. This allows
Newfoundland Enviroponics as an
extremely efFicient, low-cost
producer, to charge lower prices
bhecause our volumes &are up. The
$1.08 Ffigure has absolutely no
relevence in this type of
environment, therefore.

Mr . Speakear, I think all hon,
memhers need Lo reflecl on  this
situation, My administration
helieues Lhatl.  this venture can
succeed but 1t has to bhe given a
chance Lo succeed. It has Lo be
given a chance to operate without
ite @evaery business Lransaction
being subjected el microscopilc
scrutiny by the media and din bthis
hon. House, NewfFoundlanc
Fnuiroponics has Lo compelbe in Lhe
marketplace; it can and it will.
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However, we are subjecting this
bhusiness Lo wntenable pressuraes
which severely hamper dits ability
Lo  compele. Lts  suppliers, ils
customers and its potential
customers are consltantly lreing
harassed. It makes 1t difficult
Lo he a supplier or cuslomer of
Newfoundland Enviroponics because
of the attention one gels. This
is  patently unfair. Mr. Sprung
himself has been called a crook, a
liar, and a cheat. I have found
him ko he an honourahle,
hard-working man, who has
perfected a technology
signifdicantly ahead of anything
alse 1in  the horticultural world
today. Time will prove this to be
correct.

My administration has taken @
great deal of c¢riticism over our
decision to dinvest public funds in
this project and aver the
so~called secrecy which surrounds
it. During my  nine years as
Premier of bthis Province I can
recall no other government
decision ahout which mora
information has bheen mad e
availlable bto the public. Some,
however, will not he satisfied
until we Lotally destroy Lhe
ahbility of Newfoundland
Enviroponics Lo compelte in e
marketplace.

M Speaker, gavernment has
therefore decided that we will
make no further camment Qn
day-to-day operational and
marketing decisions of
Newfoundland Enviroponics, A
Board of Directors is in place and
it has our confidence., We will of
course continue to report to this
hon. House and to the people of
the Province on a regular basis on
Factual gcourences such as
production levels @ancl Financial
performance, hut we are going Lo
give the nanagement of
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Newfoundland Enviroponics Lhe
spportunilty Lo run this business
as any other and an opportunity to
compete on a Fair and euen basis
in the marketplace.

My administration takes Full
responsibility For the decision to
invest public Funds i Lhis
projeclt, just as we have done in
NUMerous olher business
anterprises 1in this Province, My
administration will also answenr
criticism directed at this
decision. However, I implore
this hon. House and members of Uthe
media to focus their criticisms on
Lhe government a@ndl to allow
Newfoundland Enviroponics a fair
chance to succeed. I would remind
hon. members that there are 200
people employed in Full-time jobs
at Newfoundland Enviroponics;
people who would be unemployed
were 1t not  for  this projecl;-
paeoplea who w10 he unaemployed
again if 4t fadils. Surely we owe
Lhem the opportunily Lo make Lhis
project a success. They will take
ne political salisfaction Fron dls
failure,

Thank you, Mr, Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Opposition,

lLaadear ofF Lhe

MR, WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased indeed
with the Premier's statemant
tLoday . I commend him  for the
statement. I am sorry I did not
have it din sufficient time to
prepare a Full response, and I
will probably dssue a more full
response at a later point.

I am pleased, really, fFor Lo
FEASONS . Perhaps the irslt  and
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primary reason is the fact that it
15 an dimpossible position for us
to be in, where we appear to be
hitterly compelting with our sister
Atlantic Provinces, with the
government of one province
appearing Lo have Lhe stated
intention of driving producers in
another’ province out of
production. We would resent any
effort by Noua Scotia or New
Brunswick or anybody else aimed at
producers in this Province, and T
am delighted to hear the response
of the Premier that makes 1t clear
that that 1s not the policy of
this Province, T am pleased Lo
hear it. That is one reason.

fhe secaond reason 1s, of course,
that following thalt stated policy
would, in Fact, I belieuve,
constitute a criminal offense
urder Lhe provisions ol The
Competitiaon Act, and clearly
nobody in this government should
be involved with basing government
policy on actions that constitute
criminal offenses. So we accept
the apology that I think has been
graciously offered by the Premier
in the circumstances, and I think
all members of this House ought to
accept that apology.

Mr Speaker, Lhe Ffaclt 1is Lhis
thing has hecome extremely
political and- I suppose that is
why the idssue got derailed. As
this side of Lhe House becomes
critical of government position in
Lhe matber and either Ehe Premier
or the minister concerned
responds, positions Lighten and
positions gelt taken and stated
Lhal perhaps on more malkure
reflection would not bhe stated.
and ko give the hon. minister full
cradit, I doubt very much whether
he ever dintended bto state dn any
manner that that was the policy of
Lhe governmnent. So I give him
Full credit Ffor it. Rut we do,
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Mr . Speaker, have a serious
situation in the Province, as far
as Lthe operation of Lthe &Sprung
facility dis concerned, that the
Opposiltion will continue Lo
address responsibly. on the bhestl
of the information that we have
available to wus, and I am the
First Lo admit that d1t. is not
perfect information, I do not put
it Forward as absolutely perfect
information, but on the hasis of
the best dnformation available to
us, 1t seems very clear bthat Uthe
cost of production al that
Facility must be samewhere in
excass ol $1.25 per pound.

Now, mayhe that is in arror
because we do ot haue Full
information, I am prepared Lo
acknowledge that there might be
some doubt there, unless and until
We are  provided with Ehe  fuall
information. But e Can only
operate on the basis of what i1s
available, and on that basis we
cannot see any Jjustification For
having those cucumbers sold in
circumstances where they could be
delivered at a wholesale price
Lhat would enable them Lo be sold
in Nova Scotia on a retail basis
ab fifty-nine cents whan they waere
one dollar and thirty-nine, or one
dollar and nineteen, or one dollar
and fifty-nine, whatever they were
being marketbed for in NewfFoundland
at the time, Clearly, clearly it
creabes a siluation that invites
seuere criticism, and bhat is
exactly what happenead in tivis
particular instance.

Mr . Speaker, I commend the
govaernmenl on one other particular
statement 1n this. It 1s on page
5. e Premtear read; "M
Speaker, Government has Ctherefore
decided Lhat  we  will make ne
Further comment on day-to-day
operational and marketing
decisions of Newfoundland
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Enviroponics . A Board of
Directors s in place and il has
our confidence.' I find it quite
unusual for spokasman For a
governmenl, whether it is a
minister or the Premier, Lo be
making announcements din the House
of Assembly, or in a public mannear
at any time, on the day-to-day
business operations of  such an
enterprise, eguen though Lhe
govermnent does have a 50 per cent
shareholding dinterest d4n it. 1
think that is probably a sensible
approach. But, Mr. Speaker, we
will not refrain from ensuring
that the government account
politically to the people of this
Province for their decision to
commit at least $15 million of
public funds to ‘that wventure in
light of Facts that indicate
clearly that there 1is no sane,
sensible commercial basi for it
on the base of which it is being
operated now.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWTICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER
The hon. the memnber For Menihak,

MR. FENWTICK:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker,

orrect the Premier

t g says on page three,
"There has een a misunderstanding
created through a
misinterpretation of Lhe hon.
Minister's comments, I Feel
compelled to apologize,' I think
itk is corraect el he should
apologize, because clearly
something went wrong there. Rut I
do not: Lhink it is a
misinterpretation that occurred.

o

u
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The statements were not made in
the House anylime during the
weak . The statements that were
the damaging statements ware made
by the minister Lo the media when
ha sl I w11 paraphrase

"hecause I do nol have Lhe exact

words - Tt i a well Cthought-out
mlan. The design 1¢ bto sell them
al: that price, and the reason for
that would be to eliminate some of
Fhe competilion in Nova Scotia and
ther raise the price at & later
date,

Mr. Speaker, that 1is Uthe comment
that caused the problem, not the
comments Lthe wminlster made in bhe
House, because those we1r e
reasonahle comments that W e
supportable and were reasonable 1in
terms of Lrying to get dinto a
marketplace . So when the Premier
apologizes Ffor Lbhe comments, T am
assuming that he s upo]ogl zing
For those which were the damaging
ones; those were the ones that the
Ministers of Agriculbure 1in Nouva
Scotia and New Rrunswick took
exception to, and quite rightly
took exception to.

Quiite Trankly, T asked the
Minister of Agriculture on Friday
morning Lo confirm whether or not
his comments of the previous
euening were accurate, because 1
realized, and I think everyhbocdy
else did, how danaging bthey could
bhe . At  that time, the ministe
did nok apologlse For the
comments, which 1s really what
should have bheen done alb Lbhe time,
because we now have had three or
Four days din which considerably
more damage has heen done to the
operation.

I think everybhody in bthis House
knows that I have serious
reservations an this operabion,
M. Speaker,
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The fact of the matter 1s, Mr.
Speaker, I think it dis dmportant
that the operation he given Ghe
best possible opportunity to show
whether or not it can perform and,
on ‘that basis, the statements by
the minister were so inflammatory
and caused so much damage to the
orderly marketing of the produce
here that the Premier has now had
to apologize for them.
Personally, I do not believe that
that is enough.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

I absolutely, categorically
helieve that 4t dis¢ up to  Lhe
minisker oW {0 resign his
position in order to put a degree
of cradibility in the apology that
Wwe Jjust heard today- Without
that, how can we expecl the word
to he accepltad in the other
provincas?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Sit down! Sit down!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

Before recognizing Lthe hon, the
Minister of Finance, I would like
to welcome to the House His
Excellency Eric Lang, the
Ambassador to Canada From
Switzerland, and Consul General
Portier.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

SOME HON., MEMRBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINRSOR:
Mr.  Speaker, at the appropriate
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bime it will be iy pleasure Lo
introduce 1in this House today on
behalF of myself and my hon.
colleague, the Minister of
Development, two bills to enact
the Newfoundland Stock Savings
Plan, and the Venture Capital Tax
Credit Programme.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

These bold new programnes haue
bheen designed Lo improve lho
equity capitalization of companie
1in the Province, dellLUldPlj
small and fium—sized Firms,
thaereby Facilitating sustbained
economic growth din  the Province
and creating new jobs .

These saeuen year programnes, which
will l3e delivered by Lhe
Depdrltmeaent ol Finance and the

Newfoundland and Labrador
Devalopmanl Corporation, are

intended to encourage
Neuwfoundlanders to invest directly
in Newfoundland businesses, thus
broadening tLhe public
understanding of equity
investments, and encouraging
entrepreneurial thinking arcl
entrepreneursinip.

Refore gebting into the details of
the programmes, I would like to
take Lhis opportunity Lo thank the
members of the Newfoundland Stock
Savings Plan Task Force For 2N
valuable contribution.
SUCCOSS of Lhis beask IUP(U
exemplifies what can be

Lhrough  ackive dialogue  belbweer
the private and public sectors,
We have implementad b e
recommendations of the task force
with only very minor modiiicabions,

In preparing dts recommendabtions
() government, Lhe bask Force
noted ‘*the comments of Lhe House
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Royal Commission on employment and
unemployment regarding bhe
problems with dnvestment capital
in Lhe Province. The Royal
Commission stated that not only do
Newfoundlanders have laess money Lo
invest than other Canadians but
aleo  bthat their most accessible,
and most secure, investmant
outlaebs are national hanks  and
Finance companias through which
local capital Flows out  of Lhe
Province. The Royal Cominission
further stated that
Newfoundlanders would dnvest more
in Eheir own province if 4L were
Financially attractive Ffor them to
do so. One of Lthe suggestions in
the report was that the
Newfoundland Government offer an
investment tax credit to persons
For arm's length equilby
investments in small businesses in
our Province.

Roth tLhe Newfoundland Stock
Savings Plan and the Venture
Capital Tax Credilk Programme will
offer residents of the Province
Cax credits against their
Newloundland personal dncome tax
payable through the co-—-operalion
of the Government of Canada under
the Canada NewFoundland Tax
Collection Agreement. These Lax
credits will hecowe available whaen
Laxpayers File their 1988 tax
returns. Depending on the nature
of Lhe corporation issudng &
particular stock, the rate of tax
credit will range from 10 per cent
30 per cent of Lhe investment:

1Fyina sharac
s Gnsl

Adrn oaualdFysi
Bt allrtying shat

-

made qu
As an added dncentive to dinvest in
certain enterprises under the
Newfoundland Stock Savings Plan,
and in venture capital
corporations, government will also
be providing a cash grant equal to
& Further 20 per cent  of an
individual's investment. The
incentive rates under both
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programmes will be applied to a
combined maximum annual dnvestment
paer investor of $10,000. For the
198689 Fiscal yaanr, e have
committed $3 million for investor
incentives under these programmes,;
comprised of $2 million “dn  tax
craditse, and a Further $1 million
in grants.

Under the Newfoundland Stock
Savings Plan, now equity dssues of
corporations which haye a
parmaneant: establishment in tLhe
Province and pay at least 25 per
cent of  their tobtal wages and
salaries to employees resident 1n
Newfoundland and Labrador, will be
eligible investments . These
corporations must first apply to
government for a certificate of
eligibility, which will be granted
if the total assets of the
corporation and any associataed
corporations at the c¢lose of the
most recent bax vear do nob exceed
$500 million, and provided that
Lhe corporation has not: bheen
established primarily for purposes
of relending or wide scale
investment.

The +types of shares eligible FfFor
investment undar  Lhe Newfoundland
Stock Savings Plan will dnclude
common  sharaes which sre voting and
non-redeemable, and preferred
shares which can be converbed inko
comnon shares ., The shares can be
edlher ITisted on one of Canada's
stock exchanges, or unlisted but
publicly Lraded, Only newly
issued shares caualify under the
plan.

Four categories of companies have
been ddentified For the purposeaes
of Lthe Newfoundland Stock Savings
Plan, with an incentive racte
structure based upon the value of
company assebs and sales:

Senior companies -~ would dnclude
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those companies listed on A
ranadian stock exchange and having
total asseiLs of bhetwaeen $300
million and $500 million, A
purchase of eligible shares From
this category would entitle a
taxpayer bto & tax credit equal to
10 per cent of the dinvestment.

Mature companies - would dinclude
Ehose companies listed on a
Canadian stock exchange and having
combined asselbs and sales of at
least $25 milldion, but total
assebs not exceeding $300
million. 6 purchase of  eligible
shares from this category would
entitle a taxpaver to a tax credit
equal Lo 20  per cent  of Lhe
investimaent .

Expanding companies - won
include Tthose companies listed on
a Canadian stock exchanyge, and
having combined assets and sales
of lTess than $25  million. A
purchase of eligible shares from
Lhis category waottld entille a
taxpayer to a tax credit equal to
30 per cent of the dnvastment.
Government will also top up Lthe
tax credit with a grant equal to
20 per cent of the investment.

Emerging companies - would include
all those companies which are
publicly traded but are not listed
on a sbtock exchange, provided that
after the eligible share issue
Lhere will be & minimum of 25
arms—-length shareholders.
Investors in eligibhle shares from
this category would be entitled to
Lhe 30 per cent tax credit and the
20 per cenl grant.

recognizes Ehe
important conbribution ofF bhe
co-operative and credit union
sector bto Lhe economic developmentl
of  the Province . As  such, we
would Jike o see (enn
participating in the Newfoundland

aovernmant
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Stocks Savings P an as well.
There 1s & fundamental problem,
howevar, in that Lhese
organizations historically have
allowed their members Lo redaoem
their shares on demand,
effectively reducing most of the
risk from the investment, My
officials have held consultalbions
with the associations representing
Lhese sectors regarding Lhis
problem, and as a result,
government expeclts a proposal From
co-operatives and credit unions in
the near fubture on & mechanisn
that would enable these groups to
partake of the Newfoundland Stock
Savings Plan, as eligible dssuers
of shares.

Individuals wishing to participate
in the NewFoundland Stocks Savings
Plan will he able to do so through
an avl:hortzaed dealer, Mhe
authorized dealer will be required
to hold the shares purchased under
the programme in the individual's
stock savings plan for  a minimuam
of two full calendar years
fFollowing the vyear of purchase.
If the dnvestors wishes to sell
the shares wilhin tLhe required
holding period, he or she must
replace tPhem with other qualifying
shares under the programmne for the
balance of the period. Me
network of dealers 1g 1in the
process of being established, but
government proposes that it be as
broad as possihle, Lo mek e
participation 4in this programmne
accessibhble to all NewFoundlanders
and Labradorians.

Government will also be providing
an incentive  to  companies  which
have never made a public share
offering lo do S0 under Lhe
Newfoundland Stock Sauvings Plan.
We recognize lLhatl the  tangible
costs of going public &
substantial an nay e an
impediment for some companies, Wer
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will thus be providing a subsidy
of 50 per cent of certain tangible
costs of preparing a first issue -
excluding underwriters fees - Lo a
maximum of $50,000. We have
budgelted $250,000 for this subsidy
in this fiscal year.

Under the Uenture Capital Max
Credit Programme, govermnent will
be encouraging Lhe Formation of
private pools af investment
capiltal through gelty! vantbure
capital corporations Lo  provide
equily conbributions Lo Lhose
businesses in the Province which,
because of +their size, would be
unlikely +to do a public share
of Fering under  Lhe  Newfoundland
Stock Savings Plan. These Venture
Capital Corporations would [y
required to have a minimum equity
capitalization of $100,000, and a
maximum of $5 million. The
Venture Capital Corporations must
also have a minimum of 10
shareholders.

Investors in Venture Capital
Corporations would receive a tax
credit against Newfoundland
personal dncome tax payable equal
to 30 per cent of their
investment, plus a cash grant of a
Further 20 per cenk, for a tohal
incentive of K0 per cent.

The Venture Capital Corporalbions
under this programne will ™ be
requirecd Lo Fagister with the
Department of Finance, Upon the
completion of the First fFfull year
of  uperacion, these corporaltions
must have al Jeaslk 70 per cenlb of
thelr equity capital invested in
eligihble small businesses 1n the
province, Venture capital
corporations registered under this
programme will nob be permitted to
take a controlling interest in the
enterprises in which they dnvest,

Small husinessaos in which a
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Venture Capital Ccoporation may
invest nust  pay at least 75 per
cent of their wayges and salaries
Lo employees resident in Lhe
province, The small husinesses
should be primarily engaged in one

of the following activities:

Manufactuwring and Process ing;
tourism, research and development;
Farming, Fishing, Foreslry or
aquaculture; geological,
goeographical and seismic services,
printing and publishing; mineral
axploration; or other prescribed
husiness activilties.

The draft legislation contains
provisions Lo ensure Lhat Lhe
funds dnvested 1in small business
by Venture Capital Corporabtions
are not used by these husinesses
For the purposes of  relending,
real estate investment,
reinvestment outside of Canada,
purchasing securities ovr any other
activities that are contrary Lo
the spirit and dintent of Lhis
programne .

The Venbture Capital Tax Credit
Prograinme will operate in parallel
Lo kEhe existing Venture Capltal
Program offFered Iy NL.DC which
providaes dnterest Free Tloans For
seven years to match new equily
vt s ed by Venture Capltal
Corporations. Corporations which
are currently registoered under Lhe
NLDC | programme will . also bhe
eligible Cor  registration  undear
Lhis programmne ., These
howevar, will not be able Lo apply
Lo NLDC to match  newly raised
equity  For which cinvestors have
received incentives under Lhe
Veanlure Capital I Credit
Programne .

I am sure that all members of this
hon. House will agree Lhatbt thoese
exciting new programs will provide
a  kremendous contribution to the
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Further developmant ofF an
enterprise culture in Newfoundland
and Labrador, and will ranove many
of the harriers to the realization
of  our vast economic potential.
The Newfoundland Stock Savings
pPlan and bthe Venture Capilal Tax
Credit Programme are further
examples of our silgnificant
commitment to, and confidence in,
the private sector of our Prouvince.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This 18 Eruly a  stabtewenl  of
substance; 1t contains quite a lot
of inFormakion, a lot of material,
gquite unlike most of the
Mindsterial Stabements we are nsaod
to  hearing Ffrom many ministers
opposita, Tt ds a statementl of
substance thalt has been hinted at
and  alluded to and announced many
times before, and I can understand
Lhe minister's enlthusiasnm in
making this major statement on the
day he ‘introduces the Tegislation.

Mere are some. things T would like
Lo point out about it, Mr .
Speaker. It seams as 1if there has
heen a great deal of consultation
going on with regards Lo these two
programmas . There was a task
Force that skbudied bhe Stock
Savings Plan, and the minister
SHYS Lhat most - of Lhe
recommendations are heing
Followed. He refers Lo the House
Royal Commission and the need
icdentified Iy Lhe House Royal
Commission Lo el mor e
Newfoundland money qinto
Newfoundland businesses. A1l  of
Lhese Lhings are very commandable,
and the minister obuviously has not
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rushed into Lhis Like he did wikh
Lhe part-time pensions
announcemenl a fFew days ago.

There are a Few things T would
like to point out Lo the
mindster, These PIEOgraimies are
good. The need For more
investnent in Newtourndland Lg
obvious.

In Quebec, & number of years agaq,
tLhey Macd & bax cracit plans
whereby investments in wholly
owned Ruebhec companies would
receive tax credits in the
province of Quebec. This need is
recognized, and the minister has
Finally got along to addressing
the need,

But some bthings T would Tike to
point to  him: First of all he

CGAYS "For Fhae 198689 Fiscal

year, we have committed $3 milliaon
for investlor incentivas under
these programmes; comprised of $2
i Ll ion LN Lax  credits, and a
Further $1 million in grants.'

I would say to the minister that
e does not have, it seemns Lo me,
high expectations For the
pragramnme . Parhaps because 1t s
only just announced, and perhaps
he sees this  as the start of
something; there would be a small
amount of money this First year,
hut 1t would expand tremendously
in the years Lo come, Rut I would
like to point out that this would
amount Lo, as I read this, because
1 do not have Lhe detailed
information, botal cinvestment of
about $15% million, which is nolt a
grealt deal of money in terms of
the potential din this Province for
investmenlk money .

I would also Tike ko poinbk oul ko
Lhe minister that he says in terms
of  Lhis stocks savings plan, 'New
equity 1ssues of corporations
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which have a permanent
astablishment +in the Province' -
that 1is fine - ‘'and pay at least
25 per cent of their total wages
and salaries to employees resident
in  Newfoundland and Labrador . !
The minister must  have had a
reason for the 25  percent. T
would like to suggest Lo him that
this would open the door for a
great deal of money being given as
Lax  credils dn Newfoundland which
would be used to expand businesses
outside the Province. S0 it doaes
open that door, and T hope ©that
uwhen Lhe  wminister presents  hhis
legislation we will see that that
Joophole ‘s not Lhere, and bhat is
it not possible under the
expanding businaesses to gy b
invesbment money From
NewfFoundlandaers, give Ehen R PN
credits and this will be used to
create  jobs din  other provinces.
So I look forward to reviewing the
legislation to ensure that bhat
loophole is closed.

The minister correctly recognizes
that the ordinary person 1in this
Province, the very small investor,
has a grealk stake in the
co~operative development -~ T  am
thinking in terms of the Fogo
Tsland Ca~ap, the various
co-operaltive slores, the Co-op
Credit Union and so on - and the
real wvehicle through which the
ordinary man can  put wnoney dinto
Lhe development of this Province
is Ehrongh tlhe co-operative
movement . has tremendous
potential, G ly just begun,
and 1f we Jook al Lhe development
of co-operatives in this Province,
we will see Lthat they have heen
invaluable.

only jus

WERN 2]

S50 T am glad  that Lhe minigter
recognizes Lhis, and that he 1is
now in  bhe process of trying Lo
fFind a mechanism wherehy
investments in  co-operatives will
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also be eligible for these
credits. I am very pleasecd about
that.

In regard to the Venture Capital
Tax Credit Programne:

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. BAKER:

Tn conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that
seams to be a mechanism to develop
& pool of money, This seems bo be
primarily for the large investors
and  of  not wmuch  concern. bto  bhe
smaller investors.

M. Speaker, (] we 'l come Lihe
initialive anc we lToak Forwand
with enthusiasm to seeing tlhe
legislatlon when tLhe minidsber
presents ilt. Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, we have bheen waiting
anxiously for Ehis particular
initiative since it was announced,
T think, last Fall,

We are disappoinbted Lhat &
programme, which has clearly bean
stolaen From the. Province of
Quebec, and stolen appropriately
becanse Lt was not a bad programme
overall in the Province of Quebec,
has not bBlocked the serdious Flaws
Lhat the Province of Quebec Found
when i Claplenented @ progranme
very similar to this. I just want
to mention, too, bthe very serious
limitations 4in the proposal as it
is currently being put out,

The First s, 4F you Took alb Lhea

First three categories, and 1
Forget what they are called, but
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the publicly lisled companies, you
will  Find, Mr. Speaker, as you
know, Jooking at  lthe newspapaer,
there are only about seven or
eight: companies in this Province,
all  of  them quite large, which
will be now eligible for putiing
out new equity dssues, and for
people Lo get thelr tax credit and
Lhair grants as a result of it, so
L)€ a@nd P with Newt oundland
Capital Corporation and Fortis,
Lhe newly released NewFoundland
Light and Power Company, and a
number  of  obher companies which
are quite large. Quite frankly,
although it s appropriate for
them +to raise new money and to
develop it, we must clearly
understand that those are the
sevaen companies that will benefit
to the large extenl.

Now bthere are two obher groups
which are provided for which are
not  Tlisted companies, and  that
would be For the majority of the
sinaller companies in this
Province, Rut +the problem was, as
Lhey found in Quebec, Lhat there
Wa s no guaranteae that these
companie were liyving up Lo proper
accounting procedures, were
properly managed, and were in a
situation whare people's money had
at  Jeast a ‘modicmn  of  hope of
bheing invested properly. What
happened in Quebaec, Mr. Speaker,
and what I predict will happen
here, is a tremendous amounkt of
money will be generated in it and
we will end up wikh rogues taking
the money and investing it din new
businesses and  ending up in o a
position whereby the individuals
who dnvest din it will  end  up
losing a lot of their money.

T refer hack to one of Lhe classic
cases ., George Rideout, an
individual in Corner Brook whose
company 1% in hankruptcy, his
company lost several milldon
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dollars - and T am not going into
Lhe circumstances - hecause ounr
NDepartment of Consumer AFFairs had
no  control whalbsoever ouver e
investiment decisions  being made.
M. Speaker, 1if we are going Lo
encourage people Lo nvest in our
own local companies, it 18
exlremely important et Lhe
Minister of Consumer Affadirs and
Communications (Mr. Young) bring
in some legislation so that we
have some guarantees Lhat widows
and orphans and other people who
are going to Lry ko dnvest under
this scheme are not dumping their
money to rogues and huccaneers and
other people whose major interest
i collecting bkhe money and not in
providing the kind of jobs that we
want hera,

M. Speaker, although we approve
of  the general Fformat, we have
some serious reservations abhoutl
how it is being dmplemented here.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Mir. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. {the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Today T am pleased Lo announce Ghe
approval of 189 mor e projects
under the government's Private
Sector Employment Programnme .
These projects involue a
provincial contribution of
$1,024,789, employing 293
employees, and an additional
$179,314, employing 127 stucents.

PREMTER PECKFORD:

How many students?

MR, MATTHEWS :
One hundred and
stucaents.

twenty—-saven

PREMIER PRECKFORD:
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One undred and twenky—-seven

students.,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, ak this point in the
programne gavernment has spent
approximately $2.6 million of the
$7.5 million allocated for the
Private Secltor Finployineint
Programme Lo c¢reate to date 850
jobs, 196 of which are student
positions.

T would like to point out for the
fon. the  member for St.  John's
Fast Lhat the youth component i1s
wmuch  greatar  than 196, thalt s
students only.

3

To date, My, Speaker, my
departiment. has received over 1300
applicatilons For this programne
and approvals  will conbinme Lo
oceur on a regular basis until the
tLotal funds For ©khe programne are
expended,

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle,

MR. DECKER:

M, Speaker, T think it would be
appropriate for me Lo congratulalbe
the 850 people 1in this Province
who, at a cost of $2.6 willdion,
have gothen what the ~ minister
euphemistically calls jobs. T
would have thought that a job was
similar to & career, Iobhink it
might he more appropriate to call
Lhese assignments, bhecause b s a
hit of short-term work to take
people  Lthrough so  they can gel
their unemployment.

MR, MATTHEWS:
So you are agatinst the students,

MR. DECKER:
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My congratulations to the students
who got jobs. My condolences, Mr.
Speaker, ko lhe 25,000 young
people who do not know what it s
to have a real job in Lhis
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

My condalences ko khe 18,000
people who  had Fo  leave Lhis
Province 1in the last three years
Lo go to the mainland to Jook For
work, Mr . Speaker, The whole
problem s the economy of  Lhis
Province has heen brought ko dts
krees and private enterprise is no
longer capable of employing our
paopla, The government has  no
choice hut to get dn there and bry
to encourage bhe private sechor to
employ our people. M, Spaaker
am T misreading this when I sae
the same names Lturning up year
afker year, Lhe people who area
receiving these grants? I am
wonder-ing 1if we are nolk cresating a
syndrome, just as in welfare there
s @& syndrome, where people get
dependent an welfare and they
cannol survive off welfare? I am
wondering 1if the minister is not
creating a private sector where
our private gnterprise, our
companies e now  becoming S0
dependent on those governnent
hand ~outs  Ehat  Ethey cannobt euvan
carry on unless they gel
govermnent help? fhi s, Mr .
Speaker, 1s no more than a -

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, pleasal

MR, DECKER:

— stop-gap measure, and I call on
Lhe minister bto Find a long—hkerm
solution Ffor bthe 25,000, and so
Lhe 18,000 can come homne,

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKFER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast. '

MR. 1 ONG:

Mank you, Mr. Speakar,

Very hriefly, we have already said
that from our own experience the
programne is working fairly well.
I know private employers in my
district,” and staff in the
department, are working hard to
Lurn  the applications around as.
quickly as possible. I bheg of the
minister some Futher details ifF we
are going to have further
announcements, in particular
questions of relative merit in the
applications.

We have no indication as ta how
many applications were not
approved. fAnd I am wondering
about the training component. As
we see more and more applicabions
to  what is, according Lo the
miniskber, becowing a vaery poptilar
programme, there will need to be
certain  standards of quality in
the applications applied. So
could the winister aduise us on
how they determine successlul
applications?

The other thing T would Jike to
Say ig the duration of Lhe
pProgranmne i nneclear, when
deadlines might be put 1in place
For a cutoff point, or does it
just go until the money is
exhausted? Mr. Speaker, we wentk
tLhrough last Summer with
announcements being macle
regularly, and there seemed to be
a need For monies in  the public
sector which was not available
because all Lhe money was pubt inka
the private sector programme.

What we see now, Mr. Speaker, for
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instance, is this past weekend the
parks opened and this govermnent
does nolt have a programne within
the NDepariment of Cultbure,
Recreation angd Youth For keeping
the parks c¢lean bhecanse we have
lost the governmenl public seclor
pragramme Jobk craaltion Faor
students and young people in the
Suinmer,  and  everybkhing  has  gone
into the private sector.

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, 1if,
within the nexb Few weeks, we do
not see all this wmoney used, we
put it into these programmes which
have heen cut back. Thank you,
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Refore recognizing the hor,
minister, T welcoms to the
galleries fourteen students From
Glovertown High School and Fifteen
students from Quebec, with their
teacher, Sherman Wiseman.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

The hon . the Minister For

Feucation,

MR. HEARN:

M . Speaker, I am pleased Lo
aduise the House that Dr. Robert
Crocker has Dbeen appointed as a
One e 6 an Lask force on
Mathematics and Science.

Dr. Crocker will be assisted by a
steering committee of  government
officials, Chaired by the Clerk of
Lhe Fxeculive Council, Mr Hal
Stanley. The steering committee
will facilitate Dr. Crocker's work
and be able to appoint task force
co-inueskigators and/or research

assistants as required.

You will recall that bthe decision
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Lo create i Lask Force on
Mathematics and Science was
announced by the gouvuermnent in the
Throne Speech. The Task Force was
deamed necessary Lo study all
components of the
elementary-saecondary and
post-secondary systems which might
have an impact on the achievement
of students din Mathematics and
Scilence courses. Such a study is
prompted by statistics showing a
high failure rate in first year
Mathemalics al post—-secondary
institubkions, and a Tow
participation rate in physical
sciaences  in hoth  secondary and
post—-secondary institutions. A
strong  linkage was noled batwean
achievemenl dn these areas and the
@conoinic waell -heing of the
Province .

Since the announcemeant of tLhe
govermment' dntention o establish
a task Fforce on Malhematics and
Science Lhere has bheen a  broad
recognition across all @conomic
and social sectors of the need For
tLhis study and the neec for
effeckive solubtions Lo Tmprove
participation and achievement in
Mathematics and Science.

Dr. Crocker's Lterms of reference
are as follows:

(1) Determine the extent of
prablems n Matlhematics and
Science achievement at both the
elementary-secondary ane
post-secondary levels,

(2) Debermine the causes of the
problems which have heen
iclen b fiad i Mat:hemnalics and
ance achievement; and

(3) Recommend specific actions to
improyve participation and
achiievemant rates in  Mathematics
arcel Geiencao AL boih ke
elementary—-secondanry and
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posl-secondary levels,

The Departnents of Education,
Career Development and Advanced
Studies and the Fxecubive Council
considered & number of qualified
tndividuals  For this Lask Force
before agreeing that Dr. Crocker
WAL G e best gqualilf ied Lo
investigate the problem. The
consensus  was  unanimous Lthat he
was the person for the job.

M. Speaker, the Steering
Commitlaea wi 17, consist of bhe
deputy ministers from five
govearnmeant daepartiments and bhe
Secretary of Treasury Board. They
Are Dy . Keith Wintear, Caraar
Development and Advanced Studies,
Me Clyda  Granter, Devaelaopment
My, Gilbert Pike, Environment; Mr.
Lew White, Secrebary of Traeasury
Roard, Miss Elizabeth Marshall,
Sacial Sarviceas ancl M, Lorne
Wheeler, Deputy Minister ofF
Fducation, This Skheaering
Comnittee, Chairecd by Mr. Stanley,
will  he available to he  task
force for caonsultation on specific.
areas of dnvestigation in order to
ensure that the study stays within
1t intended mandate. Tt will
also review costs and recomnend
revisions ko the btask force budgetl
as required. As well, the
Commitbtbtee will assist the bask
Force gain access to achievement
data and other dAnformation From
government, schools and
post-secondary institutions.

@

Mr. Speaker, D, Crocker is a
highly skilled researcher, He s
recognized nationally and
internationally, amnd was raecently
ane of Lhe chief Canadian
investigators who  worked Ornoan
international study on scilence
achievemaent in alamenlary and
secondary schools.

D, Crocker las hean until
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recently Director of the Institute
of Research and Development at
Memorial University. He will
report o Lhe Planning and
Pricorities Commilbtee of Cabinet,
ard it 16 axpaectad vt e
comprehensive study will e
complaeted wilthin a six Lo aighl
month time frame.,

T an pleased to table a copy of
this statement, along with the
abltached Anformation sheet giving
further background on D,
Crocker's professional
qualifications and experience. I
Ehank you and the hon. wmembers of
the House for your attention on
this matter,

SOME HON, MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For the Strail
of Relle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Crocker's resumé
is dwmpeccable. - The hon. minister
could not have chosen a bhether
person in  Lhe Dominion of Canada
to  carry oult this one-man task
Force.

[ am surprised Lhat it Ltook Lhe
hown. minister so Jlong to get D,
Crocker to go ahead wibth this Ltask
Force. Only after we altackec the
minister and asked him when he was
going to put this task force in
place, dicd he Ffinally cdecide o
take some action on At I am
pleased he finally went ahead wiih
il

T must confess, Ehough, Mr .
Speaker, I am somewhat surprised,.
When this was announced in  the
Throne Speech, I was expecting a
Lask Force almost synonomous wibkh
& Royal Commission into the
problems with Math and Science,
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and now I discover it dis more like
the old song, One man and his dog
went to mow the meadow. It 1is &
Orne -Mdn task Force but,
nevertheless, 1if anyone can do it,
T am sure Dr. Crocker will, in
apite of Lhe Departmant of
Fdircation.,

I will make a few predictions, Mr.
Spaakar, Dr. Crocker is going to
Find that there 1s not enough time
spant on Mathemalics in the school
system today. That 1% going Lto be
one of his findings, T can Lell
the hon. minister that. The hon,
mintster will know bhat bthe junior
high school system ds also heing
revamped, and he will know, if the
recommaendations are carried out,
Lhe time spenlk on Mathematics in
junior high will also be cut
down . The minister will know that.

Now, if he 1is seriously concerned
ahout  the Math problens din those
schools, he will shop that
recommnendalion here  and now  §0
that Math will not he scaled down
in junior high, and he will also
see that more time dis spent on
Ma i h and  Science in Lhe  hdgh
school programme, as well.

I also predict that Dr. Crocker i1s
guing Lo ind that Lhere  araea
schools in rural Newfoundland
which are trying Lo teach Science
but. do not have labs. I can tell
lim  that, and € anm a Tobt  le
qualified than Dr. Crocker. There
arae not enough labhs,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:
Thank vou, Mr. Speaker.

Tt all adds up to not enough

Funding, Me. Speaker.

SOME _HON, MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The horn. the member for SL. John's
Easlhk.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker,

We welcome the dnitiative by the
minister and we certainly applaud
the commitment the minister has
given today, that this report will
he delivered in  six to  eight
months

The minister made no reference Lo
any supporl staff Dr. Crocker will
have, buob  presumably he will not
he withoul the necessary resources
Lo get the job done.

We are also pleasced o see Ghat
deputy ministers and of Ficials
From  other govaernment  departmenls
will be dnvolved, which makes 1t a
¢cross—departmental dnvestigation,

Mr.  Speaker, T woulcd say to the
minister - that when he says the
terns of reference are ko
datermine the extent of Lhe
problems  and dekermine the cause
of  problems, the minister must
realize, in striking this
one—person Lask force, Lhe
problems with Math and Science are
not unrelated to the other
fundamental problemns Lhe entire
educational system in Lhis
Province is Facing. They have Lo
do with the very structure of Lthe
[CRONVRONE

“1Oral Sy & bem, e
difficulties inherent in the
denominational struckure of the
educaltion system and, of course,
as  bthe wewnber For the 3teait of
Relle Tsle says, the laclk of
Facilibies: some of Lhese schools
are without Lthe necessary tools Lo
Leach Math and Science properly.,

Further, Mr, Speaker, T would just
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Tike to say thalt 1F bthe minisber
can  take such an dnitiative and
promise & report in  short order
dealing with Math and Science, he
should be able bto do bhe same For
literacy. In some way tLhe
problems with Math and Science are
tied very clearly to hasic
problams of Titeracy ancl
illiteracy in society in Lhi s
Province, which must he Dbrought
back to the very early stages in
which people entered the school
system.

I look forward to some commitment
and some imitiative, a 16
undertaking, by the government Lo
deal in a comprehensive way with
the problems of dlliteracy as a
potential solution in Tinking
answers Lo Lhe problems of Math
and  Science that young people in
the Province are facing. Thank
you, Mr. Spoakaer,

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition.

Leader of Lhe

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of
Rural, Agricultural and Northern
Development (Mr. Power). I cid
have some obher gquestions For him
today, hut in view of Lhe
statement made by Lthe hon. the
Premier I will setltle for one

particular quesiion,

Would the windster, din  Tight of
that statement, now explain to the
House the posilion abtributed Lo
him by the CRC on Friday, bthat it
was  Lhae stabed aim of NewfFoundTland
Eriviroponics to push the Naouva
Scolim  growers oubt  of business?
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JWould he affirm that that is nobt a
correct statement of his position,
or at least repudiate the position?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricul bure and Northarn
Navelopment .

M. Speaker, 1t dis not a correct
sbatement  of  our posilion, The
correct statement of our position,
as T said in this Houwse on Friday
morning  and was mentioned in  the
Pramiar's Ministerial Statemant, T
just read again;: "Tt 1s not the
government ' s inktention or
Newfoundland Fnuiroponics'
intention no deliberately ot
anyone out of business." That dis
government's posibion.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

I will assume from that that
statement attributed to him by the
CRC did not quote him correctly.

Would the winister, dn Tight of
this, now table the full study
from which the markeling programne
was developed that 1he hon. Uthe
Praemicr roeferred to in bthis Housae
Jast May?

MR, SPEAKFER:
The hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricanlture and Northaern
NDevelopment .

MR, POWER:

Mr. Speaker, T realized in the
last week or so there are an awful
of people, din this Province and
outside this Province, who would
love Lo G e Newfoundland
Fnviroponics fail. Giving hun our
market skudy would simple assist
some of Lhose devious persons in
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Lhat goal, and we are nob going Lo
do it.

What we will table, Mr. Speaker,
are khe Financial statements For
Newfoundland Enuiroponics next
yaar, and e wii T prove Lo
eueryone that it is & yery
successtul vanture,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Waterford
Kaermounit:.

MR, GUILILAGE:

Mr, Speaker, my question is to the
Minmistar of Justice, (Ms Verge).
Given the fact that over bthe last
several y@ars Lhare has bhean
considerable abuse of The Lord's
Day Ack, with Sunday shopping, and
buginess opening in defiance of
the Act, would the minister assure
us that we can look forward to new
legislation being puk in place to
provide that retail workers would
he provided with at Tleast one day
of rest per week?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Justice.

va ke, Fhat. sounds  Tike a
quastion that should probably be
pul to bthe Minister ol Labour (Mr.
Blanchard).

MR . GUILLAGE:

M, Speaker, would the hon .,
Ministaer of lLabon Thike bo answer
the question?

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon., the Minister of Labour.

MR, BLANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, some Ltwo or  three
years ago there was some question
about  The Shop Closing Aclk and
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companias Bare Lasling tha
validity of that Act. Qur act is
called The Shop Closing Act, and
4 is predicated on the
jurisdiction of  bthe Province to
make Tlegislation concerning hours
of work and Tabour standards, that
type of thing,

Some ofF the acts bhat have been
stricken down 1in the courts, or
are under tests, according to my
information, Mr . Speaker, are
based on The Lord Day's Act and
are Lhought to he
unconskitutional. Qur Ack, as it
stands now, we think will stand
Lhe test, We do not Ehink there
is  any necessity to do anything
about it ab  the present  tine,
bhased on those facts,

MR. CGULLAGE :
M, Speakar,

MR. SPEAKFR:
A Final supplementary.,

MR. GULLAGE:

Would thae wminislter assure us Lhat
new Jlegislation will be puk din
place lo @ansure Ihat
municipalities, and regions if
Lhey come to be, will not bhe gilven
the option of opting out of the
act, but in  Fact ik w1l he
strictly provincial jurisdiction
anc no opting oulk provision
allowed at all by municipalities
or regions?

MR. RBILANCHARD:

Mr. Speaker, I thought I just made
it ¢lear that our Ack takes in
provincial Jjuriscdiction and
incorporated cibties or towns have
e right to meak e their OwWn
regulations wibthin  Lhe Framework
of the Act. Rut. to my knowledge,
Mr . Speaker, no communily or c¢ily
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or Lown in this Province has opled
out of a day of rest per week,
namely, Sunday .,

MR. _LONG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St.

[reast .

John's

MR. LONG:
Mr Speaker, today I put mny
question T put to the President of
Treasury Board (Mr, Simms ),
Government House Leadear ancl
President of the Executive
Council, who  has most  recently
also taken on responsiblity for
the portfolio of  the Status  of
Women . I ask the minister, in his
capacily as a dgenbtTeman whom T amn
sure brings a strong commitment Lo
this  new area of responsibility,
could he give the Hous e an
assessinent  of  negotiations  with
Lhe fTederal government on the very
dmportant dssue, to working woman
in this Province, in particular,
on he dssue of child care?

The inisber will  know  that  we
have had some discussion in ULhe
House recently, but T would ask
the minister if he could speak Lo
the current ghakus af Lhe
Province's plans with respect Lo
breinging in initiatives on  c¢hild
care?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

Prevsident of the

MR, SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, that kind of question
obuionsly bheags éa vary Terngthy
response. I was only appointed to
Lhe portfolio on Thursday past, T
only had Friday to delve idnto a
Tol  of matters dealing with Lhe
Slatus of  Women, and T have &
meeting  on Thursday  morning with
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the Provincial Advisory Council on
the Status of Women, as a matter
of fFact, which 1s only another day
aor two from now. I have already
had discussions on the ilssue wikh
my colleague, the Minister of
Social Services (Mr. Tobin), T can
tell the hon. member. agngd in Lhe
§ amne genuine way Ehat this
governmaent has brought fForward
lTegislal-dion and deall wibkh tissues
concerning women, such as the
asktahTishment of Lhe Waormen ' s
Policy Office idtself, such as the
astablishnent  of the Provinegial
Advisory Council on the Status of
Women, such as  dnibiabing  aegual
pay for work of equal value, such
as  dnibiating  pension plans  for
part-time workers, all of which
Will he beneficial Lo women, in
thalt same way we will continue to
deal wikth the issue of day care,
which 1s a very, very important
issue . And T will tell the hon.
membher that I will be aggressive
in dealing with bk, working with
my colleague the Minister of
Social Services and indeed the
entire government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. L.LONG:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N supplamenkary, Lha hon., the
member fFor St. John's Fast.

Mr, Speaker, Ain ui @il of [ he
imdtiatives  brought in o by this
minister with respect Lo bobth pay
equity and the part-time pension
plan, where in both cases we have
seen groups out there which felt
Lhey wWere net adegquately
consulted, on the dssue of child
care, will Fhe miniskber give an
undertaking, a% tLhe Minister
responsihle For the Status of
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Women, to hold broad consultations
to determine not only the needs
For chileg care in  this Province
but to determine the agenda that
women'sg groups and day care
advocates 1in  this Province have
hean putbking Forward to government
for some bime?

MR. SIMMS:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Council.

President of the

MR. STMMS:

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, that would
[ iny intention, 1% bhe
government's intention, and was my
pradecassor's way of dealing with
matters related o these
particular issues. To say and to
suggest Lhat the consultative
approach WAS notb W ad in
initiating the equal pay Ffor work
ofF equal  value 1ssue  and the
part—-time pension issue s not
gquite accurabe. The hon. member
may wish to say there may be some
out there who did nob think that
consultation was extensive enough,
bult  to suggest thabt we did not
consult is not quite accurate. In
Fack, T personally had meetings on
the equal pay for work of equal
valite cissue with the president of
one of the major unions dnvolved
in  hhis dssue, NAPE, on  btwo  or
three occasions. So to say there
was no  consultabion is  dincorrect;
we dicd consult, we did talk about
i, T e ghive them an ciadicalion
of what we were trying to do. The
sama thing applies Lo the groups
involved in  the dssue, so that
would  he &  bilt  of an  unfair
criticism to mealke But: I
undearstand i ! menker

P e hon.
wants Lto make it he can make dt,
hut it ds nobt going to hurt us too
much, we are nolt going to cry over
Lhat .
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Howeaeuear, ko the guibs af his
questions, ves, we will consult
wi. th the groups involued,
naturally, bhecause that dis Lhe way
in which bhis govermienl operabes
and, din o fact, we have done it
alraady, C uncerstand, on Lhis
particular issue Lhrough the
NDepartimnent of Social Servicaes.,

MR. LLONG:
A final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplemantary.

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, to the minister
again, it 1s actually with some
urgency that I ask the minister
about Lhe question of c¢hild care,
not to suggest bthat a long process
be taken ko consult, Mr. Speaker,
I would like to ask the minister
i F i.n considering nis eFGIYY
responsibilities as Ministenr
Rasponsible Far Lhe  Stalus of
Womer, given his own busy personal
and polibtical agenda, would he see
to  at Ehat  the Women's Policy
OffFice be givan resources, abovoe
and beyond what has already been
garmarkaed [din  Ethis  year's current
estimales, to allow them, in
particular, bto take the necessary
dindtiatives on the dssue of c¢hiild
carae? To  free up +the minister
From hi s other many
responsibilities, s bthe minister
commilted to expanding the actual -

PREMIER PFRCKFORD:
fa) I3

ot order My
Lot order, .

b

o

A poi
poin

N
53

ﬂ
a
5
i)

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. Lhe
Premier,

PREMIER PECKFQRD:

I think this ds the hon., member's
Final supplamentary and it is
very, very long. As & matter of

~

Fact, as & resullt of sowe of your
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rulings laslk week, Mr. Speaker, T
have spent the weekend researching
Lhis  watber, what  has  happened
aver the last several weeks, and T
wWilT e tabling tomorrow, as park
of  my point of order o he
anlarged upon  tomorrow, exanples
of where din this House, since 1L
openad  this Spring, questions have
been Jonger than answears. There
have  heen nany  gquestions  asked
that have been longer than answers
given, and this is a prime example
now of what 1is occurring at the
present moment. The Ton. memher
has already had two questions, and
on a Final supplementary he should
be wvery brief and to the point,
bacause now he 1s zeroing right in
on what it was he wanted to ask in
his First question in any case, I
think 4dit ds dncumbent upon this
House Lo ensure that when we gel
to the Final supplementary stage
Fhat o, members are short and bo
Lhe point, and that ministers,
also, dn Lheir responses are short
and to the point.

MR. SPFAKER:

To Lhat point of order, 1T agroee
with the hon., the Premier. I was
about Lo check the member on one
or two occasionsg, bhut he seemed Lo
Just as i @ guestion  and keap
expanding il So I ask him to ask
bris Fina’l supplemnantary varnry
briefly-s

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Sometimes a mindster looks with a
quizzical eye ko the question and
you are trying to explain 1t as
gquickly as you can.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, my qguestion to the

minister is will he see +to it that
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the Women's Policy Office has Lthe
necessary resources to do its job
wilth particular reference Lo the
issue of child care?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Council,

President of the

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, Mr. Speakenr.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPFAKFER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
ol Relle Tsle,

MR. DECKER:

My question is to the hron
Minister of Fnuironment and lLands
(Mr. Russell).

'he  winisker ¢ aware bthat  naow
that the snow 1is gone there 1is a
ribbon of glass from 3. John's Lo
St. Anthony, on both sides of the
road. I ask bthe minister: Does
he have plans to address this
environmental problem by  banning
the non-returnable sof bk drink
hot:tle?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSFELIL:

M, Speaker, T was outl Far a
minuke and 1 did not quite geb all
the question, bhut I gather the
question is, "Do we have any plans
to  ban non-returnable bolttles?"
Is bhat bhe gist of Lhe quesltion?

MR. DECKFR:
Yas,

MR, RUSSIE

M.  Speaker, Lhere bds & bhit of
concern oul: thare aboul Fhe
bottles and things that are heing
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left  on  bLhe roadways, in ke
parks, in the forests, and
everywhere else.

I can say to the hon. member, Mr.
Speaker, bthat we have gathered a
lot of dinformation From soft drink
companies ancl From interestead
groups who have wrdltten VS
expressing Ehe e concern akbout
it ALl I can say to the hon.
member at  bthe present  bime, Mr.
Speaker, is that there 16
something 1in the syskemn Fronm my
department with some
rocommendaiions hal hopefully
government. and Cabinet will deal
with i he ot -too -dis e
Future, and when that 1s dealt
wi ih T Wil bhe i A et ke
position to make known whal the
govermmant has decicded,.

MR. DECKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon, the
membher For Lhe Strail of Belle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:
Could the fion,
little more specific? Should we
expech to Se6 an announcement
before this session of Lhe House
closaes, or  will 4t be somebtime
within the next couple of years?
This problems s urgent enough Lo
know when he intends to Lake

action on it

minister e &l

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon, the Minister ofF
Frvironmaent and Lands,

MR. RUSSFELL:

M, Speaker, T do nol know exactly
when the Cabinet, with &all the
other  things, dncluding this, on
its very busy agenda, will get Lo
this, T owould Tike to have (he
matter dealt with one way or the
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other before the House closes. If
Lhat s so, then T will certainly
make  krnown Lo Lhe hon., membars
what  the decigion s, I really
cannot be more specific than
Lhat . [ hope il s sooner ralhare
Lhan Jlater.

MR. GULBERT:
Mrr. Speaker.,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe menber for Burgeo -
Ray d'Espoir.

MR, GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker, T have quesbion for
Lhe Minister of Forest Resources
(Mr. R. Aylward).

It was reported that there was a
delay in a water bomber assigned
to a forest Fire in Goouse Ray
involved getling there on Friday,
May 29. Now, this  delay was
caused, supposedly, due to Lhe
Fack Lhat  the water bowmber was
employed in conveying private
Cargo. Would Ehe winister confirm
that this was cindeed the case?
Also, s i1 govermaent policy Lo
hhave  water  bombers dinvolved  dn
carrying private cargo during the
Fire Fighting season?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., Lhe Minister of Forest
Resaurcaes .

MR. R. AYLWARD:

No, M, Speaker, il was not
private CAargo. [N Wi s norwal
cargo bthat was needed in the Goose
Bay area For regular malntenance
on the water bombhers, as they stay
up  there For the Fire fighting
season for the rest of this year.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the member for Porl de
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Grave,

SOME_HON. MEMRLRSG:
Oh, ohl

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, my question s Lo the
hon. the Minister of Health (Dr.
Collins). I refer to a copy of a
lelbar it A S senk o he
minister by Dr. J.L. Patriquin,
0o.D., from Corner Brook, May 19,
in which he stated very c¢learly
that they requested meelings wikh
the Minister of Health concerning
Lha cutback 1in care For vision of
the children and the people of
v s Province, where Lhey
requested a meeting, prior to the
budget: cuts and since Ehe budget
cuts, and the .minister has not
agreed to meet with tham,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

Would Lthe minister  confierm  that
this 1s indeed a Facl, of  Lhe
trulh?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Healkh.

DR. COLLTINS:

My, Speaker, apparently the
opltonetrists of the Province have
some dssues guite apart from Lthe
point that was in the hbudget, and
they wish to bring those forward,
and T have indicated to then thal
they should bring them Fforward in
he Forum af i meeting Wi th
officials in the department to
have these processed, and  they
would, as 1s necessary bring them
Fo bhe minister's akbtenl-ion,

MR. EFFORD:

M, Spaaker.
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MR. SPENKER:
A supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

In other words, Mr., Speaker, the
minister will nolt agrea ko a
meeting. The committee ot
Surgeons at the Health Sciences
Centre, =~ which includes an
opthalmologist on that particular
hoard, has asked For @a meeting
with tLhe minister. Will the
minister tell this House if he has
agreed or disagreed to meet at the
requast of the Surgeons Comnibtlee
of the HWeallth Sciences Centre Lo
clearly state bLhe wvery sarious
problaems Laking place atl the
hospital because of bed closures
arcl the lack of operating
Facililias?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hor. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLI.TNG:

M. Speaker, T would hope that the
horn. wmember would make Lhe point
he 41s trying to drive at., If he
1¢  tkrying to drive at bLhe point
that concerns should bhe expressed
over Ehe operation of the
hospital, I have to tell him that
Lthe way that 1is cdone ‘is through
Lhe administration of the
hogspital, Lhe management of the
hospital. They are responsible
For running bthe hospital for its
various operations, and that is
the way it s done.

Now, 1F he wanls Lo know 1F T kalk
to doctors, I can tell him, yes, T
Falk to a lolb of doclors. Ny @
matter of Ffact, T am going to Lalk
Lo saveral hundreaeds of  doctors
Lhis weekend when I meel with the
NMA . S0 F o meael wilth doctors all
Fhe time. If the hon. member has
A parlicular point, T wish  he
would hring it oul., IF the point
is, does the hospiltal wanlb Lo Lalk
Lo us about the operation of the
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hospital, T say they do ikt all the
time, and we do it in the proper
Forun, iLe., we  meal  with Live
administrator and sometimes we
meet wikbh the board members.

MR. EFFORD:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A fFinal supplementary.

I ask the minister very clearly,
because apparently the Minister of
Health did not understand the
guestion, has he refused meetings
with the Surgeons Commillee of Lhe
Health Sciences Cenbtre  and Lhe
Oplometrists Commilblee of the
Province? Has he relused Lo neel
with Lthem?

SOME _HON, MEMBERS:
He already answeirad Lhat, Co on
wilth Question Period,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Heallth.

DR. COLLINS:
T already answered those questions,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Stephenuille.

member For

MR. K. AYLWARD:

I have a question for the Minister
of  the Environmaent. T concerns
the storage of PCRs in Lhe
Province, T would Tike bo know
what his department's policy on
Lhe slorage of PCRe in Lhe
Province in various locations, and
specifically  Staephenuille. Wou Td
the minister give us « reporl as
o Lhe storage ol PCAs in Lhe
Stephenville area, where ULhere s
supposed to have been « gathering
up  of  PCRs  from & variebty of
aradas, pul odin kbhe one Tocatiaon?
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And there was also supposed to
have been @&  report  done on a
couple of rivers.

MR, SPEFAKER:
Order, pleasae!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
T ask could the minister give us @
response Lo those quastions?

MR, SPEAKFER:
The hon. the
Fhvironmment,

Minister of the

MR. RUSIELL:

Mir. Speaker, I do not have all the
Tocations ab my Fingertips, hut I
do not think there are very many,
Juet Ehe same , where PCBs fre
sLored, I understand there are
some stored akbk Goose Bay and there
may indeed be sOme stored at
Stephenville. They are checked,
as I understand, on & reqgular
basls, and T have nob receilved any
reports from any officials din my
departnent that Ehere are any
problems . One of Lthe problems,
Mr ., Speaker, in getting ride of
PCRs idis the technology required to
burn  kEhenm or to destroy themn in
other ways. T understand Fhat
tharae is  only  one  provipce  in
Canada which has the technology at
Fhae present time to burn of 7 PCRs,
and that is the province of
Alberita. ~ They are stored under
valry strict conditions and
roagulations and T an not aware of
@ny problems.

MR, K. AYLINARID:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, fhe haon, thae
member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

T would ask the winister G9f he
could check into that matter
because there have bean S Oe

12262 May 24, 1988 Vol Xl

expressed to me about
health concaerns i the area,
Also, is his department
considering the us e oF  nobile
destruction units in this
Province? A numkyer of ather
provinces are now looking at Lhat
For the destruction of  PCRs. T
would like Lo oW if L1ve
minister's department  is  looking
at  this matter and 1f Uthey are
going Lo have & decisiaon on this
matter in the near future?

concerns

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon ., ILhe Minis ber of
Environment and Lands.

MR. RUSSELL:

Yas, Mr. Speaker, we along wilkh
other provinces are looking al
mohile btechnology and mobile units
to get rid of PCRs. I can assure
the hon., member thak there has
been no decision made on this as
yet, Certain plecas of Lhis
equipment, as 1 understand dil,
have nob beaen ofFicially cerbifled
for uWse in buring off or getting
ricd of PCRs, and, of course, until
Lhat ds done we are nobt going to
have anything ) do wei th ik
uhalsoever,

MR. SPEAKER:

'he hon. Lhe member for S,

Darhe .

MR, FUREY:

M. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Foresl Resourcaes.

Laslt Wednesday and Friday in the
fiouse T asked the wminister wheller
he has received recommendations
from the Pesticide Aduisory BRoard
recommending 50 per cent use of
B, and on hoth  occasions Lhe
minister said he had not. I would
like Lo ask khe minister today
whether he has received that
hoard's recomnendation oF using L0
per cent Bt in the spray programne
this year? IFf he has received the
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rocompendation, whal  ackion  will
he take to ensure that ULhey are
carriecd oul?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources,

MR. R. AYLWARD:
No, M. Speaker, I have not
received such a recommendation.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, a supplementary to
Lhe Minister of Environment and
Lands .

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. FUREY:

The Pesticide Advisory Board has
Finishaed 1hs meelings  and T ask
the winister has he received a
recommandation rom that lrody
recommending a 50 per cent use of
At inslboead  of  Fenitrothion his
yeanr?

MR. SPFEAKFER:
The hon. Lhe Minisler of
Frviromnaenl: and Lands .

MR. RUSSEILL:

Mr. Speaker, one day last week 1in
Lhigs hon. House, T think 1k was on
Wednesday but I could be wrong on
that, hon members opposite posead
questions pertaining to
recomnendations mecl e by the
Pesticicde Advisory Board, At that
Fime T -indicated that T had not
seen Lhe minutes, and I had not.

On  Thursday, I bhelieve 1L was,
there was a question on the Late
Show pertaining Lo -l Prior Lo
coming to Lhe Legislature on
Fhursday, T wenl. looking for bthe
minutes to Find oul specifically
i there was a recommendalion lo
that effect, and I dndicated to
the MHouse on Thursday  that thaerea
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wias A recommendation o be wmade to
me . What I had on Thursday was
not. a complate Lranscript of all
the minutes of Lthe meeting, and up
until  today [ had nolk  seen the
total transcript of the minutes of
he maeeting ., Rutl: T understand
that recommencdation was made and
wWill be im bhe offdicial copy of
the minutes when I received them.

MR. FUREY:
A supplementary, Mr,
the same minister.

Speaker, to

MR. SPEAKER:
N Final supplenantary.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, will the minister,
now  that he has confirmed bo  the
House that [ve has received i
recommendation From bkhe Pesticide
Advuisory Board to use 5H0 per cenl
spray of BE, ensure the House Uhal
e will not dssue Tdcences Lo Lhe
NDepartmenlt ol Foresltry -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, will he ensure that
Ticences will not be issued until
such time, Mr. Speaker, as the
minister commits to  Faollow Lthose
recommendations? Is this board
juskra sham?

MR. RUSSELL:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Minister of
Frvironment and Lands.

MR. RUSSEILL:

M, Spealker, Lhe Peslicides
Adyisory Board is  no  more of a
sham than the hon. member,

SOME. HON., MEMRBERS:
Hevar, hear!
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AN HON. MEMBER:
Not as much.

MR. RUSSELL:

They have a very dmportant job to
do  and  they are doing il very
well, M., Speaker, if the hon.
member was  Tistening on Thursday,
in the late Show T dndicated, in
response o the hon.  member For
St, John's Fast, that the licence
does not contain A ragulation
which speciFically says Lhat there
Nas Lo be & Fifty/FiFfly anix or &
sevanly-Five/tlwenty-—-five mix. In
the Ticence which has been cissued,
which T am prepared Lo table here,
M. Speakear, are sevaentoan
stipulations. It ds not required
that we put in the licence what
Ehe mix will be, That 1s done in
consultation hy officials in the
Environment Department with
of Ficials in  the. Departmwent of
Forest Resources,

MR. W. CARTER:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate,

member for

MR. W. CARTER:

M. Speaker, my question I guess
goes to  Lhe Minister of Finance
(My . Windsar) din  the absence of
the Minislber of  Fisheries Mr,
Rideout) . M. Speaker, now that
Lhe St. Lawrence Cish plant  owned
by one. Rose Ting has gone into
receivership, with the ssane lady
ownrnding the company  that operates
the planls in Porl sux Basgues and
Rose Rlanche, T wonder can the
minisber tall e Housa, Mr .
Speaker, what 1s going Lo happen
bo o bhose plants? A greab deal of
fear has bheen expressed by people
in the area as Lo what bthe Future
holds for them, I wonder can he
allay Uthe fears of bthe people in
Lhalt area anc Lell the House
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exactly what 1is going to happen Lo

those two plants?

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR;

Mrr. Speaker, first of all nobody
L i governmnent has @uUar
indicated that those plants are in
raoceivership. That s & decision
that will be made by the craeditors
of  that corporation al some point
in time perhaps - or perhaps they
will  not, Parhaps bthe creditors
are prepared Lo put up [he
Financing Ehatl is reguired Lo
operate the plants, and until that
Limne obviously we cannot deal wibh
something as a receivership 4if 4t
is nobt in receivership, What we
are doing is we have established a
comnittee of ministers ancl
of ficials to Waork with the
companies, and the Tegal and Uthe
financial advisors and the
craedibtors of bhose companies Lo
see 1if 1t d4s possible at all Lo
gal those plants activatead as
quickly as possible,

In the event that there is &
raceivaership, Ehen  we  will  deal
with that.

MR. W, CARTER:
Mr, Speakaer, & supplemantary,

MR, SPEAKER:

A supplementary, Lhe haon. Lhye
member For Twillingale,

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I did not suggest
that  bEhe plants in Rose Blanche
and Port aux BRasques were  in
receivership. T did suggest that
the one in St. Lawrence is about
bo bhe placed in receivership, and
according to the Minister of

No. 12 R2264



Fisharias thal d1s so.

Mr . Speaker, do T kake b, then,
that the processing plants of the
Fldaracdo Fish Company dn Port aux
Rasques and in Rose Rlanche will
not be affected by the Financial
problems Lhat alre bheing
ancounteraed now by the same owner
in the St. Lawrence plant?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

M. Speaker, obuiously I cannot
answer bLhat question, All Lthat we
have deall with as government is a
request Lo provide some Financial
assistance to the St Lawrence
plant, We could wnot Find a basis
to do that, and the Minister of
Fisheriss  announcecd Lhal we have
refused Lo provide financial
assisvancae For  all he right
rPeasons . What happens with the
companies from here on in depends
uporn the companies. They may well
he ablae Lo operate, Maybe Lhe btwo
plants under Fldorado can continue
Lo operale, Maybe Lhe owner is
prepared to put some more of her
own resources into those companies
to operate bthem. Maybe bthey can
Find other financial backing. T
do not really know. All  that I
wanlk ko assure this House ‘s that
government will do everything
possible to get Lhose plants
reactivated as quickly as possible.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr . Speaker, a Final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplemenlary, the hon,
Lhe member for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

M. Speaker, then the announcement
this morning that Fhere s EY
million dollar grant (rom, I
helieve, Ot tawa  under the  ACOA
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programme to enable the FEldorado

Company bo huild a Fish

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W, CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, my question to bthe
minister: The ish sausage plant
that was mentioned on  the news
Lhis morning, are plans
progressing and will they go ahead
by the Eldorado Company in Port
aux Rasques to construct that
plant?

MR. BARRETT:
You should ask the owner that.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WIND3OR:

Mr. Speaker, I cannot answer that
queslion. That s not  an answear
for which T have the dnformatilon,
nor s iboa company wikh owhich we
have any financial dnvoluement,
so, therafore, we would nobk have
Lhe information.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gandar.

MR. BAKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

A question For the Premier, who
has  heen largely ignored today,
and it has to do with Capital
Canada, the company that 1¢ Uthe
agent for selling Terra Nova Tel.

It has now become public knowledge
Fhal the one ddentifable owner of
Capital Canada was very closely
connected as a Ffund raitser to bhe
then Minister of Transport (Mr.
Croshie) when he was given Lthis
particular job, that he ds very
closely tied Lo fund raising For
the federal Tory Party, and i1t
seams  as 2 bhat is Lha reason he
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was  given the job of being the
agent for the sale of Terra Nova
Teal.

I wonder does bLhe Premier see any
kind of a conflict here, and would
he ask Lhe federal governnenk to
halt, or al leaslt slop the sale
unkil  Lhere is  an  investigalion
done of this company?

MR. SPFEAKFR:
The hon. Lthe Premier,

PRFMIFR PECKFORD:

owould suggest to Lhe hon. membear
Lhat  he consult with his brother
and ask him Lo ask the question in
Lhe House of Commons.

MR. BAKER:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKFER:
There is just time For ane short
question,

The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker,

I say to the Premier, Lthe reason I
am asking him khe question is T am
asking him to do it on behalf of
Lhe people of Gander, Uowill ask
frdm agadn: In view of Lhe
conflick nok only Wi th the
@x-Minister of Transportl but
business dealings wi th obhare
people  who may he bidding for
Tarra Nova Tel, din Tight of  Uhat,
would  the Premier, on bhehalf of
the people  of  Gander, ask the
Minister of Transport bto look into
this wmatber? :

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMTER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, 1 have enough on my
plate now without taking on his
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problans .

MR. SPEAKER:
The time for Oral Questions has
elapsed.

MR. SPEAKER:

At this stage 1 would like to
we lcome anc introduce our 1161
Page, John Fitzgerald. He +ds  a
third syear sbtudent al MUN  and he
16 a double major din history and
Frglish,

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Haar, hear!

Orders of the Day

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Prasident of Council,

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, we are going to carry
on wikth legislation and, T guess,
Order 4, second reading of a hill,
A Actl No  Amend The Internal
Fconomy Commission Ack." (B11L
No . 36).

Molion, second reacding of a bill,
"an  Ackt  To  Amend The Internal

Feanomy Comnission Act

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, Lhe President of Lhe
Counci® wias conclucing the debate,

MR

Mr, Speaker, as 1 was saying the
Tasl cay, several weeks agao -

PREMIER PECKFQRD:
You were interrupted by the May
24th weekend,

MR. SIMMS: |
No, this was several weeks ago, I
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Ehink. This 1is o close debale

PREMIER PECKFORD:
How do  you remember 107 You muasb
have some memory,

MR . STMMS :

Tt s @ job, Mr. Speaker, [ Lell
you. Tt ds only becavse T have
the Premler Lo wy left to keep
reminding me of these tLhings.

Anyway, Mr, Speaker, I was about
to close the debate on the Ack To
Amend Lhe Internal Economy
Commission Act, and T will do <o
quickly.,

I will just summarize. I cannot
sumnarize all khe comnents that
were made by members opposite.
That i all AN e recorc.
Anybody who wants to know what all
Lhe  members over there said can
road RHansard. I listened Lo
everybhing, bt T wi Ll P10
summarize the wact din moving second
raeading .

This bhill, Mr. Speaker, has bwo
main  clauses Lo it One will
restructure the composilion of the
Tuternal Fcornomy Commission SO
hat G0 will specifically include
the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, as
it does rmow,  two members of  bhe
House of Assembly, who are members
of Lhe Fxeculive Council, and also
Lhe Goverrnment House Leader who
will  auvtomabically  bhe & member
Now . In the past it was Just
thiree  members of the FExecubtive
Council. Tt will also dinclude the
official Opposilion House lLeader
and it will also include one
membher of the House ofF Assembly
who sits in  opposition to the
government ko bhe designated From
time Lo Lime by members of Lthe
Hous e aofF  Assembly whao sit in
opposition to the government, So
whenever Gthey tell us, bthat person
will also he appointed to the
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Trnlernal Fconoiny Complssion.

Mr, Speaker, the second major part
of  the bill, I guess, and most
significant part, Qr other
significant part, is Clause
which would estabhlish a Commis
of Lnguiry o Pyl ew memk
remuneration. This provision will
come into Force, of course after
the dissolution of the Forltieth
reneral  Assembly  which  could be
any minute now. Members opposite
may Want Lo mak e arrangementls,
make plans. This Section 2 will
come -into Force lmmediately after
the dissolution of the Fortieth
General Assembly which could come
into effect any second now or any
time .

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

M

MR, SIMMS:

Mr, Speaker, il is as T said the
other day, 1t took Lthe members
opposite practically one TFull year
now to btry to convince themselves
that maybe Lhey are an alternabe
government . S0 they have another
year ab least to Lry ko convince
Lhe people, because T guarantee
you  bthey are nob  conuvinced now,
brother. You might think Lhey
arae, but they are nol.

Anyway, Mr, Speaker, ik could cowe
into effect, of course, any minule
now  or  any  tine betwsen now  and
the next two years, hecause bthere
are st111 kwo yedars renaining  in
the mandate of this particular
gavernment .,

When it does come into effect, Mr.
Speaker, it btells Your Honour to,
within  sixbky day  so & general
election, Mappoint an independent
commission of nol more than thrae
persons to make an ingquiry and a
report raespeclting bthe indemnities,
allowances, and salaries Lo [re
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paid to the members of <Lthe House
of fAssembly.”  They shall have all
Lhe powers and privileges, as
people appointed as commissionars
under The Public Enquiries Actl.
They shall deliver their report
containing Lthe recommendations to
the Speaker wibthin ninely days of
the Commission's appointment,

MR. LLUSH:
(Tnaudible).

MR. STMMSG:

The hon. the member for Bonavista
North  (Mr.  Lush) need not worry
anyway, he probably will not be
herea ., [ounderstand he may be up
in Ot lawa ., That +ds the latest
rumor  akbout Lhe namber Parhaps
next time he dgets a chance to gel
on his feel, he can eibher confirm
or deny whether, din fact, he dis a
candicale polantially For fha
Faderal riding of Ronavista -
Triniky — Conceplion,

Mr. Speaker, upon receipt of Lhat
report by Ehe Inkternal FEconomy
Commission and the Speaker, the
recommendation shall e
implemented.

And wnost  dmporktant of il all, T
think, is that, ancl I will
conclude Wit th these F e brief
remarks, "The recommendabtions
tontained in bthe report...shall bhe
Final and binding. " So whatever
Lhe independent commissioners say
to  salaries and allowances and
indemndtices  and  so  on, will be
Finad and bindding.

So bt Lkaken oul of  the hands  of
the members of the House. We will
no longer ourseluves be accused of,
T suppose, trying to Jlook afler
our own Tittle nesls. Ttowill be
done by ar independent
conmnission. Lo think that s Uhe
right way that it be done.
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Mr. Speaker, while Your Honour 1is
gelling some conbinuous briefing,
as I say the member for Bonavista
North (Mr. Lush) may not be Loo
interested in this anyway, he will
he abhle Lo probably  draw  his
pension, I guess, pretty soon Now
anyway . He wmust  be gebbing up
there, He has had off and on from
the Lbimes he quit, bthe times he
came bhack, and the times he may
quit din the fubuwre, he might have
enough time accumulated.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, now that I
have yourr abttention, can T nauve
second reading of this particular
177 Your Monore [ras Lhe
appropriate references. I move
sacond reacding.

MR, SPEAKFR:

A1l those in favour, 'ave'.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Aye.

MR. SPEAKER:
Contrary minded, 'nay'.

Carried.

This bill ds now read a second
Lime Whern shall ikt bhe referraed
to a Committee of the Whole House,

NOW?

MR. SIMMS:

No, ktomorrow, Mr., Speaker,

MR. SIMMS:
Mr . Speaker, we will move on now

o~ '

then to Order 5, B1ll No.

-~

SIE

Molion, saecond reading of & bill,
"an Act  To  Amend The Truslea
Acl."  (RiTT No. 3).

MR. FENWTCK:

Oon & point of order, Mr, Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the

No. 42 R2268



member fFor Menihek.

MR. FENWTCK:

T am nolt sure what T heard there.
on Lhe sacond reading an The
Tnternal Fconaomy Bill, is the
Clerk not expected Lo gaeb up «and
actual read the title or somelhing?

MR. STIMMS:

o

She dibid.

MR. FENWTCK:

No, she did not. As far as I know
she did not anyway. She went Lo
get up and then all of a sudden
she was run right over. So T am
not entirely sure we have actually
done the second reading on thabt if
that Fformally was not performed,
any maybe Lhe Clerk would be -

MR, LONG:
I1L would kill the bill, You would
not want to see Lhe bill killed.

MR. FENWTICK:
I do not think 4t is through
second reading wiltbhoul thal.

MR, STMMS3:
To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.

T suppose it'dis possible the Clerk
did not have a chance Lo mnmouae on
it T do not know. If she did
not, paerhaps she can stand up  and
do 1he second reading. That dis
all, Mral will clear thal up.

On  moiion, a hill, "an Ack  To
Amend The Internal Fconomy
Comniss ion Act " P eacl a  second
Lime, ordered referred Lo a
Committee of Lhe Whole House on
tomorrow, (Bill No. 16).

Now 1t dis done,

MR. YOUNG:
My . Speaker,
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Consumer
AfFFairs and Communicaljions.

MR. YOUNG:

This bill, An Act To Amend The
Truslbeas Act, M-, Speaker, ds one
of Lhe older court statutes and
Fhis  bill will amend Seclion 3
dealing with the dnuvestment lyy
brusbees, and secltion 53, dealing
with remuneration of trustees.

Section 3 dis to be amended to
permilt trusktees Lo dnvest in Lhe
various saving deposits audited by
¢recdit unions. Such credit- union
must be approved for this purpose
by the order af Ehe
Lieutenant-Governor in Council.

This amendment has been requested
by the Credit Union Council of
Newfoundland and Labrador and will
also, being approved, treab credit
unions equally Wi th olher
Financial institubtions in e
Province to assess trust deposits.

Section 53 of the Act is to permit
Lhe courts Lo approve fees for Lhe
continuing care and management of
Lrust reslabas, This amendmaent is
being proposed as a result of
represenbation by the Newfoundland
seckion of the Trustees Companies
Associalion of Canads and it ds in
Speakear, wi b h

line, Mi
TaegisTlabion in  other provincial
jurisdiclbions. Section 513Ny 8
amended, will permit the court, or
& judge, to allow a person
entitled to remuneration an annual
care and management Fea ot
axcealing one Fwo undred and
fifieth, or two fifths of 1 per
cent of the average market value
of the assebs on Lhe
administration.

Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of
the House, the Fee as nowin
efFfect For care and management in
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olbher provinces of Canada are as
Follows Aritish Columhia, 2/5 of
1 per cent; Saskatchewan, 2/5 of 1
per cenk; Ontario 2/5%, of 1 per
cant; Nouva Scotia, 2/5 of 1 per
cent; PEI, 2/5% of 1 per cent;
Quebhec, 1/2 of 1 per cenl; Alberta
3/5, of 1 per cent; Manitoba, 3/5
of 1 per cent on the top of the
scale; and New Brunswick, 3/5 of 1
per cent. It will be noted, Mr,
Speaker, that the rate of
remuneration For . care and
managemant provided For this
sectbion din  Section 53 of the
Trusteas Acl, as amended, bthalb s
2/5 of 1 per cent, dis the lowest
of Ehe Feas providad For in
Tegislation an  any province of
Canadi .

[ have much pleasure, Mr. Speaker,
i moving second reading.

MR . GULILAGE:
Mr. Spaaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Walerford
- Kenmount ,

MR. GULILAGE:

Mr.  Speaker, it appears that Uthe
bill dis in order. I would like to
comnent though that it ds probably
long overdue thalt credit unions be
allowed to dnvest in  «all  share
deposils, savings and checking
deposilks, c¢ertificates, debentures
and so on, to bring them in line
with other groups thab are allowed
ko dnuvest dn all of the various
cdebt ingtruments o securitias
that e available in Lhe
markebtplaca . We see  Lhatt as A
good amendment Lo the Act.

The two Fifths of 1 par cent
chiange  seems o e in order.
Certalinly, other provinces have A
very similar amount  which, on
$100,000, is only $250 so it s
probably a reasonable amount for a
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Lrustee to charge for a continuing
trus b, That seems Lo bhe Just a
housekeeping item as well,

The only other comnent I would
1ike to make 1s that probably the
Act could possibly be looked at in
Ferims  of determining whether the
definition of & trusteae and
whether certain individuals should
be allowed to act in that capacity
and  entrusted wikh Funds as  we
have seen examples over the last
couple of years,

T realice bhal Ehis particular
amendment to the Act does nolt deal
with that section bubt, I am sure
we  would rather see amendmenls
coma Forward as well dosuring thak
corporate Ltrusteec or dndividual
brustoees, bhat particolas part of
the Act be tightened up so that
S OIE of e situalbions arcl
problems we have seen will not
occur  and  only  Lhose by strich
regulations and strict definitior
be allowed to act as & krusbee in
the future, whether it he an
individual or a corporation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR, WELLS:

T would Tike to spealk briefly, Mr.
Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, Lhe
Opposition.

Leadar ol the

s ithe o, . he ek er For
Waterford - Kenmount (Mr., Gullage)
indicated,  we  supporlt  bthe Ril171.
There are a couple of things T
would Tike bto say,

The purpose of Lthis ds Lo give
Lruslbacs, who have raesponsibiliky
for properly managing Funds that
Lhay are holding dn btrust for the
benefit of people who are nol abhle
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or are nol permitted to manage 1t
Lhemselves, ko give them a certain
level of confidence as Lo the kind
of cinvesbtments dn which they can
anvest,

1f Lhae  government s going  to
approve of a credit umion din which
they can invaest, what 1T would Tike
i have the winister give some
indication to the Jlouse as Lo lhe
standard by which the government
intends to determine what  creaditb
undions might or  might not  bhe
permillted and how they are going
to determine what credit unions
are an accapbable or Aan
unacceptahle investment . There
could he very substantial pressure
broughlt to bear on government by
Lhe wmembers of a particular credit
union, or by a group of supporters
For a particular credit union, to
make it a lrusktee investment, but
that may not necessarily be in the
best interest of the people whose
Funds are being invested.

We would like to hear from bLhe
minister as Lo the basis on which
the govermnent: intaends o pass
regulations or the standard they
dintend Lo apply in  determining
what credit undion is or ds not an
appropriate dinvasioment.

The olher Lhing T would Tike the
minister lo dndicate to the House,
when  he  spedaks in  closing, s
whether not not they have ever
given any  consideration Lo Lha
appointment. of a public trustee,
Most provinces have provision For
a public truslee, operaled by the
govermient., whose office would bhe
largely paid for oul of the fees
collectad For the services the
Lrustee would provide.

Here, bLhe Registrar of Lhe Supreme
Courlt ends up being saddled with
the regponsibility of being the
public trustee and that takes a
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great deal of his time away from
the proper discharge of his duties
as Registrar of Lhe Supreme
Court .

So I would like to hear the
ministaer's views and comiants  on
the desirability of appointing a
public Lrushec, and when we can
expect the government to give some
considaeration Lo Lhat, But in
particular, T would like to have
some Tevael of assurance rom  oim
on behalf of all persons who would
be dnuvesling dn o credih unions  as
to the means by which they can
Feal confident.  that Lhe  credit
unions in  which they would he
invaesting Funds, Lhat Lhey are
holding as trustee, would be safe
ang secure invesbimants.,

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR, YOUNG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Tf the minister speaks now, he
will close the debate.

The hon. the Minister of Consumer
AFFairs and Communicabtions. .
1

MR, YOUNG:

Thank you, M. Speaker. I would
also Tike bo Lhank the hon., neanber
for Watberford - Kenmount (M,
Gullage) and  the  lLeader of  lhe
Opposition.

It +d4s my understanding that 1t
will be approved by  Cabinet &and
not every small c¢credit union din
the Province they will be allowed
to be dnvested -din. The decision
is with the Lieubenant-Governor in
Council.

As kLo the public Ltrustee, Lo my
knowledge it has not been
discussed, bhut T will probably
give an answer for you 1in third
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reading  or  probably when we go
into  comnitlbes, T owill  have my
officials outside and they will
glacdly do Ak, Ts  Lhat okiay with
the har . Lhe Leader of Lhe
Opposition?

I move second reading,

On motion, & bill, "arn Ack  To
Amend The Trustee Act," read a
second btime, ordered referred Lo @
Committee of tLthe Whole House on
tomorrow. (Bill No. 3).

MR. SIMMS:
Order 6.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act Respeacling Judgment
Recovery (Nfld.) Ltd.," (Bill No.
37y,

MR, YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The horn. the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and Comnunicalbions.

MR. YOUNG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Bill MNo. 37, "An Act Respecting
Judgment Recovery (NFT1d.) Lkd.™:
At present, M, Speaker, two
provincial statutes govern the the
recovery of compensation for
Judgemeant Recovery Newf ourndland
Lted. by a person who has suffered
injury or Toss as the resulb of an
accident  dnvoluing an  uninsured

mobtor vehicla,

The Judgement Recouvery (NFld) 1td.
Act, administered by Lhe
Department of Conswmer AfFairs and
Commuriications, provides for the
incaorporation of Judgemant
Recovery (NFTd) L td., whose
nenbhers  consider of all insurance
compantes Wi ting automohile
insdrance  in bthis  Province. The
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Highway Traffic Acl, Mr. Speaker,
adiministered by Lhe Departinent of
lransportation, contains @
provision For Lhe accurate
recovery of the compensaltion.

The purpose of this bill, Mr.
Speaker, is o consolidate all
existing provisions governing
Judgement Recouvary (NF1d) [ Lo,
into one act, the Judgement:
Recovery (NFld) Ltd, Act, 1988,
administered by the Department of
Consnar " AFfFairs and
Communications.

There are no substantive changes
in provisions affecting judgement
recovery, Mr. Speaker, as a resull

of  this  consolidaltion, A minor
amendment., Mr. Speaker, provides
[Far the  holding  of the annual

meeting on a date to bhe determined
by the dircctors of  the company,
instead of what they are doing
now,  Lhe First Monday  in May  of
aach yaar,

As hon, mambars are aware, bhe law
reguires that all vehicles [re
Insured SO As Lo protect Lhe
rights of Lthe 1innocent victims of
automobile accidents, Recause it
is not possible, Mr. Speaker, Lo
devise a way Lto make compulsary
insurance fFoolproof SO tlat
innocent viclbins are always
protected, a company known as the
Judgement Recovery (NFld) Ltkd., hasgs
been established ko provide
protection to the innocenlt parties
who are the victims of hit--and--run
cdrivers, drivers of stolen
vehicles, drivers who dgnore Lhe
1 aw ragarding compulsory
insurance, and Ltourists who have
o insurance,

Mr. Speakaer, judgement recovery i
not o substitute For, nor does 1l
replace, compulsory insurance, but
it dis cdesigned Lo protect dnnocent
victims ol automobilae accidents
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when  For reasons, Mr, Speaker,
insurance does nol apply.

Mr . Speaker, I move second reading.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the member for Waterford
Kepnmount, .

MR. GULILAGE:

Mr. Speaker, the real problem s
wikh the wninsured vehicle driver
who conlinues Lo drive his
vehicla, e govermnent, al Jaeast
at present, seems Lo have no way
of knowing when this dndividual is
on the road,

-

I am wondering, Mr. Speaker, iF
the minister would like Lo give
consideration Lo putting some sort
of a system in place where, if a
pattern of accidents and a pattern
of bad driving 1is evident, that
Lhe problen be caught alb bthe Jlevel
of the insurance company and
certainly at he poink of
registering a wvehicle or applying
for a drivers license.

T think we should btry Lo tighten
up  this  particular act and the
govaernment should place all  the
emphasis or ddentifying these
drivers who conbtinue Lo be causing
problems and, of course, causing
the existoence of Judgmenl: Recovary
dilaelf.

My, Speakar, C woulgd  Tike Lhe
minister, when he speaks again on
the wallber on final reading, Lo
report Lo the House what in Fact
the government plans to do as Far
as ddentifying these parbticular
drivers, whe ther il e [y
identification at Lhe time of
registering the vehicle, or
applying for a drivers .licence,
or, in fFaclk, perhaps the insurance
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companies Lhemselves could nobtify
the appropriate department when
cancellakion of insurance takes
place because I understand that
there s no mechanism currently in
place to ddentify those drivers
who continue Lo operate vehicles
and have cancelled Ltheir dnsurance
i he pravious Vear e in
previous years, and continue Lo
operabe withoul ai  least public
Tiability,

So we would like to see better
ragnlations pult in place, and, in
Fact, the Act Lightenad up Lo
ensure Cthat the regulabions are -in
place to catch at the source Lhese
drivars whao are, in fact,
operating vehicles withoul public
liability.

MR. J. CARTER:
Mr. Speakaer,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
North,

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to pick
up  on  somebhing  the member for
Waterford-Kenmount (Mr . Gullage)
Just sadid. T agres with hin, but
I just like to broaden it a bitl.

When & paerson applies for i
Ticence to drive, and presumnably
e must have some vehicle in mwind,
e nust have  Uhat vehicle dnsured
and Lhat 1s quite righl and proper.

But a Tobt of people gabt insurance
For a very short period of time,
and g L uncaers tandalbly, may
decide to change their dnsurance
company . They wight shop around.
They have to get insurance right
away  to gelt the vehicle licenced
initially, but hauving achieved
that, Lhey may  bhink, "This
kind of expensive, so I will shop

|

Saround. ' Therefore, they cancel
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that particular dinsurance policy
but not: becatse they are
cancelling 1t to get away from
insuring their vehicle, hul merely
to change from one company o
another,

I suggest, Mr. Speaker, thalk what
should e done  in all cases,
whenever an  insurance policy s
cancelled, fFor whatever reason,
that it should be reported to the
registrar of motor vehicles, and
then the matter should be
investigated. If the dnsurance
nas, 1in fact, been cancellad, then
I think the Jlicence should be
lifted. .

I think there should be no such
thing as an underinsured driver or
an uninsured vehicle on our
highway, and yet I amn told by
reliable people, by people who
work with the motor registration,
that somewhere between ten  and
fifteen per cent of drivers on the
road at present are nobt properly
covered by insurance.

We talk abhout all kinds of safety
measures For drivers, but T bthink
this d1s probably the one that is
most abused, and the one Cthat can
cause the greatest misery.

I have personal knowledge of a
person who had a collision, not
injured seriously, but there was a
tremendous loss of property
involved and the fellow was left
out in the cold, He just lost his

unhaderla Tl nn oy Gim o e e by l. na In
vifiLe o, [ R RGE RGN P VIZ =1 (RSN it I8 ¢ RS

could do. There was no one that
he could collect from and his own,
I think he only had public
ldiability himself ancl his own
public ldabdility did not come into
Force.

I do nolk tihink that youl can
require & person to CAarry
collision dinsurance, but you mustk
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require hdm to carry public
JAability, and Lhis particular
driver, an acquaintance of mine,
did have an accident wilkh someone
who did naot have public Tiahility
insurance, and was left completely
out in the cold.

Now, that d1s bad enough if bthere
1s just a loss of property, but
when & bodily dinjury takes place,
then the person can be seriously
harmed for life. If this House
does nothing else this session but
insist that everyone who drives
should carry a certain reasonable
minimum amount of public ldiability
insurance, I  think we will Uthaen
have earned our salary in spades.

Is that not done now?

MR. J. CARTER:

No, 1t dis not. There is no proper
mechanism at the present Lime For
reporting a persaon who has
cancelled his insurance. Sure, 1tk
is illegal Lo drive without
1nsurance, bhut there ig no
mechanism 1in place and that is
what I &m  suggesting should he
done, because bthe total number of
people driving wibthoult insurance
is somewhere bhetween 10 and 15 per
cent and that 1is too high, 10 or
15 per cent too high,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leadear of Lhe

Qpposition.

MR. WELLS

Mr . Speaker, just a quick word on
the basic legislation dtself. As
I understand it, and on the basis
of  the assurances thalt we have
from the minister that this is so,
we have no problem with the bill,
that this is aimply &
consolidation of Lie @existing
provisions of the Highway Traffic
Act  and e Judgemanlt Recovery
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Newfoundland Limited Act to put
all those provisions inte one Act
relating to  judgement recovery,
and there 1s no c¢hange 1in the
existing legislation other than
the fixing of the date for the
annual meeting. On that basis, we
have no problem supporting the
legislation.

L omight just add to the comments
recently made by the hon. member
For St. John's North, he 1s quitle
right. It is a relatively simple
matter for government Lo introduce
legislation, or perhaps they can
do it now by regulation T would
have +to have a look at it - to
ensure that insurance companies
reportead cancellation of
aubomobile insurance, elbher
non-reneawal or cancellation of
automobile dinsurance, and give Lthe
Registrar fourteen days within
which to cancel a licence and send
out notification of cancellation
of any licence that did not have
viable automobhile insurance in
place at the time.

It is not beyond our capability,
surely, It is important that
people who drive on our highways,
or who are subject to being hit or
injured by persons driving on the
highways, have & reasonable level
of confidence that they will Dbe
compensated, at least to a certain
basic level, 1in Lkhe event of an
accident. It really should nobt be
bayond Lhe capability of us to
devise a method whereby that can
he achieved, As  the hon., membar
says, 4t would largely eliminate
the need Ffor  Judgement Recovery
Newfoundland Limited; it would
certainly greatly raduce the
burden of i, I would recommend
Lhat consideration be given to it,
Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: b

If the hon., wminister speaks now,
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he will close the debate.
The hon. the Minister.

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, I thank hon. members
For their comments. Ag I said -in
my opening statement, it dis almost
ompossible to make it foolproof.
This, Mr. Speaker, is just more or
less consolidating the Act we now
have in Consumer Affairs with the
Highway  Traffic Act, which was
under the Department of

Transportation. There 1 a
possibility that other rules caould
he added Lo 4t ds we go down

through the legislation andl
amendments @are made Lo the Highway
Traffic Act. A1l we are doing now
ig transferring the Recovery
Judgement fund to the Department
oF Consumer AfFfairs whereby we can
administer the claims.

I move second reading, Mr. Speaker.

On  motion, a bill, "an  Act To
Respecting Judgemeant Racovery
(Nfld) Ltd," read a second time,
ordered referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on tomorrow.
(Bill No. 37)

MR. SIMMS:

Next we will call Order No. 7,
Rill No. 5, "An Act To Amend The
Consumer Reporting Agencies Acl,"
which 1s also the minister.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An  Act To Amend The Consumer
Reporting Agancies Act " (Bi11
No. &)

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe MinislLer of Consumer
AffFairs and Comnunications.

MR. YOUNG:
This bill, Mr. Speaker, dis "An Act
To Amencd The  Consumer Reporting

Agencies Act." The purpose of the
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amendment is to amend Section 21
() of bLhe Consumer Raporting
Agencies Act to clarify its intent.

The dntent of the legislation s
that bthe due date of a debt should
comnence from khe date of the last
part payment onr written
acknowledgement hy a consumer., Ir
no acknowlecdgement or part payment
is recieved wikhin a gix-year
period, then the debt is no longer
Lo be reported on A consumer
report.

As a result of the dinterpretation
of the above-noted section, a
number of consumer reporting
agencies do not report information
of debts s$ix years after they
become due, even though the debt
has heen acknowledged in writing
or by part payment during the
six-year period.

omitbting to report such debts has
the effaect of disregarding
delinquent accounts. The fFailure
to report this dinformation to a
lander provides the lender with a
false reporting of a debtor's
ohligation, and unknowingly
lenders are
credil to  deblors who  may bhe
overextending their debt load and
Lhis afFects a deblor's ability Lo
repay such debts.,

Mr. Speaker, I trust that +this
amendment will @nakble Consumer
Reporting Agencies to provide
lenders Wi h a mor e adequate

mamandbkd e A a3 mswmame e an i o
ropuruany O1 @ peroln . 3 [SHE S =

I move second reading.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Waterford
- Kenmount,

MR. GUILLAGE:
Mr. Speaker, 1ib appears Lhat the
spread beltween monies collected
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advancing loans or

through saving accounts and
various debt instruments and
loaned out to the public seems Lo
he adequate,

If we look at the profits of Lthe
various Fimancial institutions
involved in the lending husiness,
none of them seem to be sufFering
terribly under present legislation
as  to being allowed to operalbe
with an adequate spread to cover
their expenses and make profits,

With this particular amendment I
would question the minister as to
whether we should allow & fFurther
extension of six years. In fact,
it seems to be discouraging, dif
anything, a person from having his
record or his slate wiped clean.
Because as of Lhe six yesr point,
as it presently reads - 1t seems
Lo read Lhat Way, unless the
minister would like to Further
clarify it - iF you have a
particular debt in place, then Lthe
debt you had dncurred 1 wiped
off. But what we are now saying
is bhat if you make any kind of a
partial payment, a payment of any
kind on the debt, then the six
year period starts all over again.

If, for example, vyou made 1t in
the FifFth year of the first six
year period, vyou are now stuck
with eleven years before you can
have a c¢lean credit record, Now,
that may seem to be dmprouving the
legislatdion Lo  encourage people
who have . serious problems  wilkh
credit and seem to he adding to
credit on a consistent basis, bhut
I would wonder whether it wmight be
more dimportant to provide a propaer
definition in the Act so that
debtors can, in Factk, not by
obligated with a debt bheyond <six
years, And encouragaemeant From
government should be to tighten up
Lhe Jlegislation so bthat the debt
can be eliminated in- - the six year
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period and not Ffurther extended
fFor another  six yaears if  the
debtor has come forward and made a
payment, triggering a new s$ix year
period. To me, that seems to be
counterproductive. Perhaps the
content of the Act should be
looked at Lo strengkthen the
legislation as far as the first
six year period 1s concerned, to
confine it Lo six vyears in the
hope that the debtor will
eliminate his debt and he
encouraged to make payments, and
such payments would not Ffurther
add to the problem by adding six
more years that he would be
obligated to the creditor.

MR. STIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:
I just want to speak for a -

MR. TULK:
He has not answer the question.

MR. SIMMS:

No, I think the minister is just
gone to check on the point the
hon. memher for Waterford -
Kenmount raises. Just before the
minister c¢loses the debate on the
hill - if someone would get the
minister -

MR. DINN:
Yes, I will do that,

MR. SIMMS:

- I will just briefly explain as
best I can what I understand to be
the purpose of this bhill: [
would he to permit the consumer
reporting agencies bto report on A
debt For up Lo six years from the
debltors mos L recaent
acknowledgement of the debt rather
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than up to six years only from the
time that Uthe debt became due. I
think there 1is a difference there,
a fairly clear difference. The
lon. mempher reads into that
something else.

AN HON. MEMBER:

I read the same thing.

Anyway, Lhose are my Few brief
remarks. Perhaps the minister in
closing the debate could explain
it and respond to the question.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you, Mr. Spekaker.

It dis nolt wvery ofben that we
actually agree with the member for
Waterford - Kenmount on a
particular piece of legislation
like this. Rut the wording, as
you look at it, seems to penalize
those who are making sincere
efforts to pay their bills and to
allow to go free those who totally
repudiate them. I am not quite
sure why we are passing
legislation Lhat works in  this
particular manner. If I read the
amendment correctly, and maybe the
Minister of Consumer Affairs could
correct me afterwards ©1Ff we have
migsinterpreted it, but say that I
accumulated a debt today and the
Minister of Consumer Affairs also
accumulated a cdebt the same day,

and it was $100Q0 for whatever, if
two  years later T made a  $100
payment on it, then another two
VOErs later med e anobther $100
payment on 1t and was trying to
pay it down, in four  or  five
year's time the consumer reporting
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agencies would be reporting on
both our debts that the Minister
of Consumer AfFfairs ¢till owed a
$1000 and I owed, maybe, $800,.
Rut after six years had elapsed,
the Minister of Consumer AFFairs
debt would bhe dropped completely
while mine would continue on For
six years past the Jlast time I
paid any money on it

To me, thal sceems ko bhe an unusual
way of doing things, where people
who are trying to pay their bills
and acknowledge themn are penalized
over those who jJuskt complebely
wash their hands  of the debt
itself.

Now, 1if that dis¢ what 1t Ineans,
clearly I am not very supportive
ofF Lthat. IF I have misinterpreted
it, then maybhe the minister could
say so and we could look at it
differently. But at this point I
do not think I would = be
particularly interested in wvoting
for an amendment like this, which
clearly penalizes those who are
rasponsible and allows those who
are irresponsible to get away
without having thaeir debts
reported by the consumer reporting
agenciaes.

MR. SPEAKER:
If the minister speaks now, he
will c¢lose bthe debate.

The hon. the Minister of Consumer
AfFfairs.

Mmn NOLINI
TN, I AUV,

My understanding 1is¢ wmore or less
Tike the President of Treasury
Board said, that this is Lo extend
the time for reporting and it is
more or less to protect the
customer when they are 1in debt.
The ldcenced consumer reporting
agencies have requested Lhis
extension, Mr., Speaker, which 1s
to protect not only the lenders
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but the consumers, themselves. My
officials are listening ouside and
T can get wore information on the
third reading and clarification
for the hon. the membher For

Mendihik. M. Speaker, I can
assure the hon. member that T will
get him Lhe itnfFormation he

requested., I mouve second reading.

On motion, a bill, "an Aclt Lo
Amend Lhe Consuiner Reporting
Agencies Act," read a second time,
ordered referred to a Committee of
the Whole House on Lomorraow.,
(Bill No. 5)

MR. FENWICK:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order. Me hon. . the
meimber for Menehik,

MR. FENWICK:

I heard a Tlot more ‘'nays' than
'yeas' . Did vyou report that Lthat
was passed? I did not hear vyou
say that the bill was passed.

MR. SIMMS:
To that point of point of order,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To bthe point of order.

Everybody is well aware bhe
Speaker's job d1s not Lo look out
and count the members here. That

is no b the Speaker's Jolb.
Cvaerybody understands that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, TULK:

The member For Rurgeo - Ray
d'Espoir seconded it,

MR. SIMMS:

Oh, 18 that right? Anyway, Mr,
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Speaker, wi th regard to this
frivolous point of order railsed by
the member Ffor Menehik, it has
heen raised on occasion before and
we all know that 1t dis not the
Speaker's job to look out and
count.

Anybhody who has any sense at all
knows that members often are 1in
Lhe Common room meeting with
groups. They are on the floor.
While they may not be physically
here, they may be returning
telephone calls, obuiously Lhe
Speaker knows without having to
turn  arocund  and  count that Lthe
government has a majority. If the
hon. member wants to challenge a
vote, let him do it the proper way
and call for a standing vote, Do
not try this silly 1ittle thing
aboul 'we gobt ten over here and
you only got nine over there in
your seals, so it do not count,’
or saomething foolish 1like that.

Mr. Speaker, if your Honour wishes
to take the time to count the
House he will see there is clearly
a majority over here. It dis my
recollection that his Honour did
say 'Carried’ when he put the
vote. So I do not think there is
any hig deal, and euen the
Opposition agreas,

MR. LONG:

It was big enough to bring up in
the common room,

MR. SIMMS: -
There 1is no point of order.

MR. SPEAKER:

There +1s no point of order. The
'ayes!' have it That was my
understanding.

MR. SIMMS:

Order No. 8.

Motion, second reading of a bill,
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“an  Acl  To Amend The Fisheries
Loan Act," (Bill No. 13),.

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the President of Lhe
Council,

Mr. Speaker, I wish to move second
reading of this Bill on behalf of
my colleague, the Minister of
Fisheries, who s unavoildakbly
absent. In fact, he ds out 1in
Grand Falls, that great historic
fishing constituency.

MR, WELLS:

MR. SIMMS:

Wall, there was a small Fish plant
in Lhe  hon, member's disbricl,
Windsor ~- Buchans, at one time,
owned by Tom Chow.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
Fisheries, T understand, is
gnroute Lo the House, but
unfortunately ds not here at this
time. So rather than delay it, it
i a rather simple amendment and
it really is a request, T think,
From Lthe Auditor General, 1in that
the Fisheries Loan Board presently
is Faguired o submit iks
financial statements and its
report not later than the 30th day
of May. I think the accounts
close the 31st. of March. Mg
Auditor General felt that thalt was
not really encugh time For him Lo
do a proper audit on the accounts
and so on, and asked difFf it could
bhe extended in sOme Way .
Apparently, the only ik can  he
extended 1s by this amendment. I
is @ very minor  amenchnent, M,
Speakear, and I so move it on
behalf ot the Mindster ol
Fisheries.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear , hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Twillingate.

member for

MR, W, CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, this ds hardly a
world-shattering amendment to Lhe
Fisheries ILoan Board Actk. I do
not think there s any need for
the minister to walt until the New
York Stock Exchange closed before
announcing it It is not going to
have bthal big an «FFect on the Dow
Jones or the Nikki or some of
Lhose other world trading centres.

I would like to have seen the
minister introduce an amendment to
the Act having to do with some of
the problems fishermen are now
experiencing who have occasion to
apply for and receive loans Ffrom
the Fisheries Loan Board.

et me: brief the House, M .
Speaker, on a couple of those
problems. I have encountered it
in my district and I have heard of
cases in olher parts of the
Province, where fishermen who need
a certain type vessel, the Lype
vessel that cannot be built in
this Province - 1in Fact, 1 have
one case din my own district, 1in
Cabb's Arm, where one of Lhe more
successful fishermen on the
Norbtheaslt Coast had need For a
certain Lype vessel, & vessel of a
certain wicth, in order to
Iy en

a0
(= S

successfully prosecute the caplin
fishery, the herring Fishery and
other bulk fisheries, and that
vessel could not be built in this
Province; it was a fiberglass
vessel that could not be huilt dn
this Province, When the genbtleman
in question applied Ffor financial
assistance, as 1s his right to do,
he was refused assistance on the
basis that it contravened a
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requlation within Lhe Fisherlies
Loan BRoard which states that loans
will be made available only on
vessels which are bhuilt in  this
Province.

Now, I can understand the need for
tLhat kind of & regulation. In
fact, I helieve it was during my
Lenurae as ministoer Lhat Lhat
regulation was brought in, and it
was  done  Lthen for "a very good
reason, 1 suppose the sanme
PEAsSONS exist Loday. In Lhose
days Newfoundland Fishermen
developed a liking Ffor Lhe Cape
Island ‘type vessel and 1t was
often the case that they would
come to the loan bhoard, horrow
money which was being subsidized
by the people of +this Province,
and then go to Nova Scobis  and
have a Cape Island type vessel
huilt, @uen though our AN
shipyards were, in  some CAG@E,
teetering on bankruptcy  For  lack
of work ., It was then found
necessary Lo dmpose  regulations
which would require people to have
vessels bullt in this Province if
they wanted to avail of the funds
of  Lthe Fisheries Loan Board, and
it is a good regulation,

RuUt, Mr . Speaker, there 1 an
excepbion, I helieve, Lihe
excaeption baing that in CASES
wherae A Fisherman recquilres ]
certain type boat and thalt certain
type boal cannot be bullt din this
Province, as 1is the case wilh my
constitbuent in Cobb's A, N i)
Werld Island, thenm I helieve thatb
person should be eligible For the
same  benefits from Lthe Fisheries
l.oan Board as  he would receive
were it a fact he was gelling the
hoat bulilt in this Province,

That, I believe, would probably
require an amendment. Certainly
it ds  the type of  amendment I
would like to have seen the
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minister introduce in this session
rather bthan this - to  call it
housekeeping, I suppose, 1s almost
skretching Lhe tmagination -
simple bhill that makes it
mandatory that the financial
report of the board be deferred
For two or bthree months. It is
hardly worth spending the time of
the House on. That is one little
amendment I helieve should have
bean brought in, and it isg
certainly necessary.

The other one, of course, is the
regulation having to do with the
same kind of situation, where a
fFigherman +in the Province, through
no fault of his own, 1is required
Lo  ¢go to Lhe mainland, or  go
somewheraea, to have a hoat
constructed, and  then he agailn
faces the problem of nolt Dbeing
able Lo qualify for Financial
assistance to buy the necessary
“equipment  For  that vessel. Now,
again 1 can quote here from an
experience that I have had with a
constituent.

The same person who had to go to
Nova Scotia to have Lthe wider bthan
usual Ffiberglass bhoat built had
Lhe same problem when it came to
purchasing equipment to put on
that boat. So, Mr. Speaker, what
has happened i4 that that
fishermen -~ I suggesk there are
probably a number of others in the
same situation - d1s now at a
disadvantage in that he 1is fishing
alongside and competing with
Fishermen who have had thedir
Financing arranged through the
hanks, or through the Fisheries
LLoan Board at subsidized interest
rates, and have had their
equipment purchased on the sane
basis, whereas this person, as I
said, has had to borrow his money
From the bank at the regular going
rate of dinterest Lo purchase his
boat and to purchase his Fishing
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gear., That ds a major complaint
from *the people affected, and it
is one I have heard expressed in
recent days.

Mr . Speakaer, I would like Lhe
minister to I e haore to Lake
advantage of this ocassion to glve
the House some more information on
his recently announcad
restructuring of tLhe Fisheries
Loan Board and Lhe inshore
fisheries. We all it 1s causing &
lot of questions Lo be raised as
to who  will qualify for it,
exactly how they go about getting
1t, and exactly how much they will
get once bthey know they qualify.
We know a problem could be looming
in  the background, having to do
with the payment of taxes on that

Jdnterest wrilte-off. Me minister,

in this House and din Committee,
was unclear as Lo what effect b
might have on a person's dncome
Lax &l some Tubure dale. I think
at the time, upon being questioned
hy somebody as Lo whal extent he
had this matter cleared with
Naltional Revenue, he admitted that
he had not had any communication
whatever with the Department of
National Revenue, but instead
talked ik over wilth a number of
private tax consultants who
assured lhim  that, at  least in
their view, no such problem would
occur,

If I were a Fisherman today, Mr.
Speaker, taking advantage of Cthat
interest write-off, and din  some
cases thalt could be considerable,
Lhen I would not rest easy until I
Wa s given some kdnd af &1
assurance by somebody that at some
Future date the tax collector
would nol he coming with his bhand
out to collect Laxes an Lhat
interesl wrilte-offF. '

Nol: only that, if the Province i«
going to gpend $10 million of the
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taxpayers' money to facilitate the
fishermen and teo streamline theilr
operations and make things easier
For them, then surely 1t 1is not in
the Province's dnterest Lo have
part of that $10 million and up in
the coffers of Lthe Minister of
National Revenue. So I would have
expeckted the minister Lo have gone
a little Further, Mr. Speaker, -in
seeking & c¢larification of tLthat
makbter than merely talking Lo two
or three private tax consultants.
Tax consultants do nol make the
laws . They endeavour to interpret
the Taw, but somelimes Lhedr
interpretation of the law,
certainly in Lax matters, is
hardly consistent with the intent
of the law, and usually it 1is the
Lax collector who wins out.

Mr. Speaker, Lhe Fisheries lLoan
Roard is playing a major role in
the fishing induslry today and, as
time goes on, it will continue to
play a major role. Indeed, it
might even play an even greater
role in the future, therefore, I
think the operation needs to be
somewhat streamlined. Because I
am hearing of cases where, and I
am not saying this in a derogaltory
sense 1in terms of the staff or the
officials, I  think they are a
hardworking conscientious group of
people doing their best, bul T
have reason to believe that all is
not well, that it takes maybe &
bit too long ~

DR. COILLLINS:
The lLoan Board (inaudibie) the
hon, member was minister.

MR. W. CARTER:

I am sure the Minister of Health
knows a lot about Lhe Loan Board
when this member was then Minister
of  Fisheries. He was Lhen  too
concerned Ltrying to carve a niche
for himself as a Depuly Speaker, I
think it was, or Chairman of
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Debates in the House.

Mr. Speaker, as I have saild, the
amendment is hardly worth
discussing. It is so minor and so
insignificant it 1s hardly worth a
second thought, We have no
objection Lo it I was saying a
moment ago I would have preferred
Lhat there be amendmenks brought
in which would have had the effect
of making the Fisheries Loan Board
more efficient and wmaking 4t, in
some  cases, easiler For fFishernen
to avail of tLhedir services,
Anway, Mr. Speaker, maybe another
day we will have a chance to
discuss this with the wminister,
It d4s a wvery minor amencment and
ig hardly important anaouglh Lo
waste time on.

If the minister speaks now he will
close the debatle.

The hon . Lhe Prosident of e

Council.

MR, SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, I appreciate Lhe
comments of the memher for
Twillingate and I will refer tlem
on to my colleague, the Minister
of Fisheries; [ will let nim read

in Hansard all tLhe Wi se
suggaestions and commenls the

member made. I also appreciate
Fhe Fact that they are in support
of this very, very significant

amendmaent, As he sadd, 4t s an
important day for Newfoundland and
an  dmportant day  Tor Twillingate

district, I guess.

AN HMON. MEMBER:
And the world.

MR, SIMMS:
ond the world, no doubt.

I move second reading.
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on motion, a bill, "an  Act To
Ameand The Fisherioes Loan  Acl,"
read a second time, orderec
refarred {to a Comnittee of Lhe
Whole House on tomorrow. (Bill
No. 13).

MR. STMMS:
Oorder 9, Bill No. 14. "Aan Act To
Amend Ardd Consolidate The L&
Relating To The Use And Operation
OF Vehicles." (Bill No. 14).

Motion, second reading of a bill,
"An Act To Amend And Consolidate
The Law Relating To The Use And
Operation Of Vehiclaes."

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Sp I take great pleasure
in bringing before the House Loday
a revitalized Highway Traffic
Act. Not only are numerous
housekeeping 1tems consolidated
into the new Act, bul there are
new initiatives found in
amencdmeants Lo Facilitatle the
implementation of tLhe National
Safety Code for comnercial owners
and operators.

Mr . Speaker, in moving sacond
reading I would like to make « Few
points - The 1level of safety on
NewFoundland highways has heen
improving and improving gquite
significantly over Lthe past numbher
of years, There were 117 people
killed on our highways back in
1974; 108 in 197%; 110 in 1976,
and safety programmes, such as the
mandatory seat balt use
legislation and concertead
campaligns against impaired
drivers, have reduced ftatalities
in recent years. Some fifty-nine
people Were killed in 1984,
sixty-threae din 198F Fifty~aight
in 1986, and preliminary Figures

’
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indicate that fifty-nine people
were killed +din 1987. Of course,
we do not have any figures readily
avallable for 1988,

Albhough the Figures show
improvement, Mr. Speaker, we have
to cont inuea Lo develop and
implement programmes designed Lo
improve highway safely and thereby
atbempt to continually Jlower Lthe
numkyear of NewfFoundlandears and
Labradorians who lose their lives
every vyear on  our  highways. I
would like to draw members
attention to Lhe major safetlty
initiative proposed - in  the new
Highway Traffic Ack.

As it relates Lo  the National
Safely Code, Lhe Fedearal
government reduced the economic
regqulation on  the motor carrier
industry  when they enacted e
Motor Vehicle Transport Act back
in 1987, Since January of 1988,
there has been a much easler enbry
into the interprovincial motor
carrier dndustry and, similar to
every other province in Canada,
Newfoundland is going to be mouing
shortly to extend that ease of
anltry that heas baen adopted
already by the national federal
govarnmnent . Newfoundland will be
moving very, very shortly to
exbend thal samne ease ofFf entry Lo
truckers who operate solely within
the Province of Newfoundland.

That would be refaerred Lo, i
guess, as reverse onus, which is
samething Lthe federal government
recently adopted. When we hring
in a new Motor Carrier Act shortly
into the House of Assembly, we
will have c¢lauses in  that bill
which will facilitate the ease of
entry of people who wish to getl
involved din the trucking dndustry
which w11 [y botally and
completaely consistent with what
the Federal government has done
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themselves,

Of course, right along with that.

would have to go the
implementation of the National
Safety Code. If you are going to
have an ease of  entry in  the
trucking dndustry and making it
gasier for a whole lot of other
paople to get dnvolved dn Lhe
Lrucking dindustry, naturally you
have to come up with some new
safety standards.

Concerns have bheen raised that the
Forces of market competition will
resuli in drivers opaerating
vehicles for longer periods of
Lime, or owners Failing Lo provide
sufficient funding to the operator
Lo maintain  bheir vehiclaes  and
what have you.

To ensure Fatigued drivers and
unsafe vehicles do nob operate, bto
ensure that the unsafe vehicles do
not operate, and Fatligue drivers
do not operate on the highway, I
have included 1in the bill Section
195, which 1is on page 116.

It says "The Minister may make
regulations to give effeck in Lhe
province +to the National Safety
Code For comnercial motor vehicles
and trailers.

(a) prescribing the maximum period
For which a driver may operate a
commercial motor vehicle without a
period of rest;

(h) praesc ning ¢
that a commercial motor wvehicle
operator shall establish For
employeeas, including driver
Lraining, mainbaining records,
First  aid, preventive wvehicular
maintenance, vehicle ingpecltion
ancdl Lhe handling of dangerous
goods ;

"

ribing tre Brogramns

1
4

(¢) prescribing records Lhalt. a
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commercial motor vehicle carrier
shall maintain;

(ch) prescribing preventive
maintenance programs Lhat a
comnercial motor vehicle carrier
shall establish and the records Lo
be maintained respecting Lhose
repairs;

(e) prescribing performance
records to bhe kept lhy the
Regisbrar respecting commercial
motor vehicle carriers and drivers,;

periods of
[y reason  of

(F) prescribing
suspension whare,
Fatiqgue, medication, drugs,
alcohol, general physical
condition or other dmpalrment, an
inspecltor considers a driver
unsuitable to operate.a commercial
motor vehicle and prescribing ULhe
fee for the return of a driver's
licence suspended pursuant Lo Lhe
regulations."

A1l of these things have Lo be
brought into the Act Ffor it to be
completely and totally consistent
with what the fFederal govarnmant
is doing on implementing the
National Safety Code.

As you know, the National Safety
Code has about sixteen different
elements contained din dt, as I
gaid, limiting the number of
hours, mode ofF security, and
transportation of dangerous
goocls . The Province ds committbted,
as are the other provinces of
Canada, 1n  the dmolementabion of
Lhat National Safety Code,
Incidentially, Lhe Fedaral
government dis funding the various
provincaes in Canada to Lthe btune,
in  Newfoundland, of $610,000 to
develop the National Safeby Code,
and $1.25 wmillion to dmplement and
opaerabe Lhat over a period of
three years, 1 believe. So  bhat
will give the Province the chance
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to gel the National Safety Code
of f the ground, to have it Ffully
enforced, and to do ik at  the
expense of the national
government, which is quite good, T
believe.

I fFully expect also, Mr. Speaker,
Lhat the application of the
National Safely Code For the motor
carrier dindustry will make our
highways safer by ensuring @
continued safety factor for both
the driver and the vehic¢le, and,
of course, right along with that,
Lhe various inspectors that we do
have will be ensuring that not
only is the National Safety Code
brought in but it 1s adhered to.
They will have the authority to do
roadside idnspections which could
be done, For arqgument's sake, at
the wvarious scale houses where
trucks have to pull in anyway.

We are convinced, as I saild, LULhat
the implementation of that will be
a good measure which will ensure
continued safety for both the
driver and the vehicle.

The new act contains & number of
housekeaping items . What it
acltually does is reflect a
consolidation of the thirteen
amendments which have taken place
ever since 1970, That 1s the
major new initiative in the bill,
the National Safety Code, and of
course the deregulation of  the
trucking industry has wmade this
vary, very important indeed.

The new consolidated act also, I
should point aout, will be of
exkramne benefit to the peace
officers, the RCMP and the
Constabulary people, and vehicle
registration of ficials in the
pursuit of their duties, as all
the legislation will now be
contained in the one document. As
I said, we had thirteen different
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amendments to The HWighway Traffic
Act . which have taken place since
1970, So all of that will be
consolidated into the one ack
which will save considerable time
now for peace officers who have to
go Lo so many different acks For
information.

Tn an effort, also, Lo facllitate
uniformity in our national btraffic
laws, there are amendments
contained din this bill as well,
some of Cthem wminor, For example,
the wuse of symbols on traffic
signs will be Fformally adopted;
speeding of fences wi 1l be
classified according to Lhe anount
of speed in excess of Lthe posted
limit; motorcycle helmets will be
required to be properly fastened;
the power of the police bto arrest
for any violation of the act has
neen changead to  apply only to
serious vieolations of the aclk; and
Lhe power of judges Lo suspend
drivers without a hearing when
charged with dmpaired driving has
been amended to require a hearing.

I would point out as well that all
Lhe references ko Judgment:
Recavery which you heard the
Minisbtaer of Consumer Affairs and
Communications (Mpr, Young) Lalk
aboul a minute ago, which provided
compensation For people who suffer
damaga by uninsured drivers, Uthat
has been remove from this Act
baecause Lbhese provisions now have
been placed in legislation under
Lhe control ofF the Minister of
Consumer AfFfairs ancl
Communications, who already
adininisters related legislation,

Before I wmove second reading of
the Bbill, Mr. Speaker, I should
like to acknowledge the efforts of
officials 4n bobth the Departments
of Transportation and Jusltice who
have cortributed Lo Lhe
consolidation of the Act.
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I move secand reading of the bill.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILRBRERT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The -hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

As I listened +to the minister
introduce the second reading of
Lhis Act, I got the distinct

Feeling Lhat mayhe 1t was not as-

important as I thought this Ack
was when it came in bhecause one
very important thing that I found
about il dis the length of time it
has taken to ‘hring this Act din.
Gince 1970, with the various
amendments, 1t become a nightmare
for peace officers and lawyers Lo
try and dnterpret this bill so
that the housekeeping the minister
is talking about was making 1t
virtually dimpossible to enforce
the Act, and taking out the parts
about the +insurance and Judgement
Recovery, was long overdue.

But when I hear the minister say
that it was designed to promote
highway safFety that dis when I
began to have some questions about
the dintent of this Act. As T
understand it, the minister made a
statement din this House a Few days
ago, Lo use a good Newfoundland
expression, Mr Speakear, gutbead
Lhe Act. It took oulb one of the
most important things.

T understand that not only did the
officials in Lhe minister's
department work on this Act, but
various organizations e S OImne
input  dnto  this down  through Uthe
Fourteen or fifteen years since it
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was changed again, to btry and get
it changes, the aubo dealers, Lhe
various trucking companieas and
Newfoundland Safety and all those
people. The recomnendations were
to dmprove the Act.

One of Lthe major concerns was the
introduction of Lthe point system.
We saw the previous Transportation
Minister put oubt a Whibte Paper
back din 198% and then followed
Lhirough with tLhe various
statements saying the point system
was to be introduced and the
reasons for it ITts main policy
was Lo promote safety.

To follow along, as bthe minister
pointed out, seat belt legislation
helped Lo make Lhe highways saber
and maybe cul down on the loss of
life.

Whan  the mindster stood dn the
House and announced that he was
going to withdraw the point system
a few days ago, 1 understood that
1bowas going to be withdrawn on a
temporary basis anc bhe
re-introduced later, after
adequate time to study it and see
what actually was the problem.

I agree, as we agree on this side,
that maybe bto pass this Ack today
and then put the point system into
effFect on July 1 would have hean a
bit drastic and would have caused
a lot of hardship Lo
Newfoundlanders. But we felt that
there should have bheen six monbths
Lo a year of education and
warnings that Lhis sysbem was
going to he put in place, and we
1311 Feel that that 1is bhe way it
should be.

I understand now the minister has
saicd bhat the point system might
never be brought dinto legislation
Now . That g aoovaery serious
concern of members of Lhis side in
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our caucus. I believe the rest of
the provinces of Canada, with the
exception of one, have introduced
a point system., We still feel that
Lhe point system should be
introduced, hut there should be an
education programme offFered.

When the minister says he has now
gotten a deal where he 1is going Lo
change the system, he does not
have to bring in a point system,
but he is going to start an
education systemn which is going to
improve Lhe driving habits of
Newfoundlanders, I have s OImne
doubts about it. I do not see why
it will work din Newfoundland when
it did not work in the other nine
provinces of Canada when they have
already introduced their systems.
I am concerned that it 1s now a
cop—out, for whatever reason.

Unlike the ATUs mentionecd by some
critics to the fact that the point
system was now abandoned, I think
the ATUs were something that was
done by two or three people
without any thought going into
it But T think the point sysbem
wa s given very serious
consideration and 1t is somebhing
that should not be bandied away
very quickly now.

I feel the minister should stand
in this House now and say that the
point system has nol gone away for
the sake of political expediency
or whatever the case might be, but
it will bhe re~introduced. With a
leacd period of six months to &
year, it will be brought back. If
it ds bthe purpose of Lthe Act, asg
Lthe minister says, to promote
highways safety, I think it is Lhe
only sensible thing for him to do.

I wish to point out a couple of
concerns ., I talked to some of Lhe
people in the insurance dindustry,
who tell me that because Lthey have
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withdrawn the point system now,
will it wmean bthat there 1s going
to be a dramatic dincrease in Lhe
cost of dnsurance to the general
conswners of this Prouvince bhecause
of the poor driving habits of the
few? T think this dis an dmportant
point and it d1s one that the
ingurance companies are a Llittle
concerned about .

This Tlip-flop on the part of the
government of going from having a
point system to not having a point
system 1s causing some uncertainty
out there 4in the industry and For
the good drivers, the ones who
have nob  been dnvolued dn  any
problems, the moving violations
that are there, So the dnsurance
companies are now going to  he
looking a little c¢loser.

It could mean that because Lthis
legislation 1s not being enacted,
we are going to pay a little more
For dnsurance. I feel the poor
driver who 1s out there, no matter
what his station in life, whether
he he a Cabinet Minister or
whatever, 4if his driving habits
are such, he should pay i
penaltly. If he 1is not ready
adhere Lo the law, the point
system bheing in, he should then be
penalized, I think that this ds
one way Lo dmprove safely on  Lhe
Newfoundland highways because, as
U pointed oult when I responded to
the hon. minister's statemenl, the
nighways in Newfoundland are
harely safe at the present btime.
There is serious concern.

The sbkucdy bthat was done laslk year
by Trip Canada indicated 80 per
cent of the Newfoundland highways
waere defective when compared Lo
highways on  the mainland. Wi bh
tldis in mind, I would think it
wou ld he Lhe minieter's
responsibility to ensure that the
point system was din as 1t would
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possibly reduce still further Lhe
deaths on the highways that the
minister talked about when Lhe
seat belt legislation was brought
in.

The other serious concern din this
b1ill dis the National Safety Code.
The minister went into greaat
detail to talk about the adoption
of the National Safety Code. I
wonder if the minister would tell
me if the National Safety Code
going to e adopted in its
entirety. I understand that 1in
some provinces, 1 think in
Ontario, for instance

MR. DOYLE:

What was the last
safeby?

comment on

MR, GUILBERT:

I said I wonder 1if the National
Salfety Code has been adopted in
its entirety because I understand
in some  provinces, din Ontario, T
believe, Lhey adopted the National
Safelby Code bhut they put in
amendinents to suit the local
situation, such as in Norkhern
Ontario where the climatic
condibtions were somewhat different
Lhan the normal run through
Southern Ontario.

I think that in Newfoundland we
have some unique and distinct
differences as Far as highways are
concerned and for this reason I
Feael that the minister should,

instead of adopting a National
Q, o -{: ot y Coele o by I 1 anche mayhe
~J A A= Y N 7 Vb L LetAdr RS Wt ASAT T TN LA I LT

he should look at it and take the
locdal situation +into considerabion
when he 1is adopting the National
SafFety Code.

I understand bhat there was some
representation made Lo him by
representatives of the Lrucking
industry and, I think, Lthis was
one ol  the recomnendations khat
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came An  from that. I understand
there was concern expressed that
all of a sudden we were going Lo
take a National Safety Code,
again, Laking dnto consideration
the situation with the highways in
Newfoundland and our geographic
differences and the climatic
conditions on Newf oundc land
highways, the condition of the
highways, and all of a suddan,
infFlict the National Safety Code
on the drivers ofF  Newfoundland
without having the proper
consideration given for the local
situation. I would suggest Lo the
minister he have a serious look at
this before the Act 1is aclopted.

I ask him to seriously reconsider
the point system and Lo put  a
programne 1in  place that over a
yoear, or a perdiod of  tiwme, bhe
point system will bhe dntroduced to
serve Lhe purpose of bthe Act which
is Lo dmprove the safely of
Newfoundland drivers and possibly
save lives,

I will stop for a minute now and
let the minister answer.

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
fhe hon., the member For St.
North.

John's

MR, J. CARTER:

My . SGpeaker, in replying to what
the hon. member has just been
saying, I do net think you need a
point system to 1lift the lilcense
of @  dangerous i

drdver, IF a
person has been charged with some
dangerous practice, bthe prosecutor
now, as I understand it, may move
thalt tha offenders licence e
suspended For a gilven period, and
that is as it should he. This s
right and proper, and 4t 1s done
with a proper hearing. Me person
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who 1is charged has an opportunity
to be heard and I presume has an
opportunity to retain counsel.

The problem with the point systemn
i do many tiny, minor technical
infractions equal une i g
infraction? I say, no they do
not. For +dnstance, the member who
was just speaking has been
driving, [ would Lhink, For
twenty-twenty-five years. I have
never heard of him having arn
accident. If a point system were
o he inkrocduced, I think he
should start of f with perhaps
Lhree hundred points. Porhaps the
Leader of the Opposition, I have
never heard ofF him  having an
accident. He 1s a 1little hit
younger, so perhaps we will give
him two hundred points. But there
is no falr way to dntroduce a
point system, as far as I am
concerned.

Anaother thing to be remembered is
that a great many of the laws that
would he point related are not of
our making. They are made by the
City Council, or city councils, as
the case may be. There are a lot
of Stop signs where T think common
sense would dncdicate that Yield
signs should be, where there are
hbags of visibility For hundreds of
Feet, vyelb there is a stop sign
Lhere, In many cases they should
have had  the good sense Lo pat
Yield signs din  place. That is
good and sensible. You do not
need to come to an absolute Full
slhop, but AF a policeman ware
trying to up his bag LTimit, he
could soon 1iflt the Ticences of
most of us, if  he caught  us
Filtering through Stop signs at
half & mile an hour., It dis
certainly @& technical violation
and one that would, perhaps 1if
there was a point system, would
earn you the loss of & point or
two, and I do not bthink this is
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fadr.,

While I am on this, I should talk
about the biggest danger
confronting all of us din driving,
especially on the highways, these
@rormous transports, \JRIFY I
understand the minister 1s
suggesting Ehere wi 11 e
legislation hrought into effect
thatlt: will force these drivers to
have a log book so they will not
he pushing bthemselues beyond wise
limits.

I have driven a fair bit on the
Trans ~Canacda Highway both here in
this Province and in  provinces
AAAY | F  you were to  Lell me
these trucks are being driven by
computer, T would be dinclined to
believe you because they give way
For nothing or no one,

I remember only last winbar
driving bhehind a Jlarge transport
and there was a small pickup truck
in front of me. It did not have
Lhe traction I had. It was light
in the back, I guess. Fuary time
a Ltransport passed him, he just
ahout lost control of his
vehicle. He could quite easily
have gone off the road, and if he
had, Ehe  transport  would never
have bean blamed because Lhe
transport would have been a halfF a
mile the other way by the time the
Fellow actually Tlost control and
went over the bank. Now, he did
not, bul 4l was more by good luck
then good management .

These transports, 1f there s any
stush on the road, seen Lo carry
it all with them so that you are
cdrdving  dnto  a  greab  cloud of
slush and mist and it 1s almost
impossible ko keep your windshield
clear. That 1s the big danger as
Far as I &n concerned, and that, I
would think, if youl were to
compile accurate statistics, is
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the cause o
anything else,

more accidents than

I can only wish that this new
system Lhat tha minister is
talking about will come into
effect very, very quickly.

I hope it is foolproof in that it
will not be able to he flogged,
because, the way the system works,
the longer a driver drives, Uthe
more he drives, the more
remuneration he gets, If he can
keep himself awake by numerous
cups of c¢offee or wvarious other
stimulants, then he d1is able to
earn, perhaps, two days pay 1in one
day .

Wikth some of the records bthab Uthey
Lalk about, coming up from Florida
in three or Four days, these
people must dirdive night and day.
I do not see how else they could
do it.

on the seat helt thing, Lthe segat
helt legislaltion dis spobkty, Lo say
the least. I understand that
school husas, crowdacd with
children, do not require seal
belts for the very simple reason
that 1t 1s dmpossible to enforce.
Haw can  you force sixty young
children to all keep themselves
strapped up 1in seat bellts, when
they mus have the release
mechanism themselves? They are
not strapped 1in by some third
party. Just a Flick of the huckle
and they are loose. Or course, 1if
the school bus 1s going for half
an hour or so, well, they are not
required to have seabt belbs on
school buses which, I think, dis a
strange sort of anomaly.

The olbher thing about seat beltls
is what while there is compulsory
seat bhelt Tlegislation, chere s
not the pressure on the drivers or
on the car manufacturers to come
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up wilh a system of air bags which
ig supposed Lo he Ele most
effect:ive restraint. [t 1s ddiot
proof, 1t dis automatic, and 1t is
expensive, But. 1t does not cost
anymore than a few bhits of extra
chrome on a new car.

So I think some pressure should be
put  on Lo  have Lhis type of
restraint. It is much, much
safer, The manuFacturers wi 1l
tell vyou that 4t ds possible to
withstand a head-on collision at
eaven forty miles per hour and
still walk away Ffrom ik, It does
noet require any thought on the
driver's part. He knows that he
has really almost a fall safe
mechanism,

I know that some of Lthe larger
cars have a system whereby Uhe
engine will fold rather Lhan
Lelescope  under  dmpacl. I think
the Marcedes, & OInie of Lhe
expensive cars, haue hat, and
they are supposed o e  much
safer. You have to get into the
$50,000 cars to get that kind of
Lhing. Rt For tLhe ordinary,
average car, air bags, that Lype
of restraint systen, would be a
lot better. To try and push the
seat helt legislation at Lhhe
expense of this, I think, €dis a
mistake.

T think = that these points a&re
worth making. I do not think a
point system could be made that
would he fair. I do not see how
it could be fair, I think it
would e ONErous on sQime and
perhaps might let olbhers slip
through. I think we are not all
equal dn  our driving skille and
racord, and I think to be fair you
would  have to give wgach parson
starting out & different number
@l G OMne paople a vary large
numher of points. I do not know
Ehalb this s Fair sither, to have
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$0Ine people wilh a couple of
hundred points up their sleeve.

I think the minister has quite
wisely decided not to proceed with
the point system. I do not think
that that 1is any loss. I think we
had adequate protection din our
legislation withoult that,

I would urge that something be
done about bLhe tLransports. I
Lhink that the dinkroduction of the
sign, "Keep Right Except To Pass",
was a very good change bhecausa i
used to say, "Slow Drivers Keep
Right," and no one Tikes to think
of themselvues as & slow driver.
When 1t says, "Keep Right Except
To Pass", then people did pull
ovaer, and psychologically ik was a
good thing, a good point and it
worked. It brought people over Lo
the right.

I am sure with this government and
with this minister we will see a
lot of Far-sightead legislation
brought before this House.

That is all I have to say.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, M. Speaker.

The remarkable thing aboul  this
discussing this bill d4s  that I
Lhink the major potint in
contention is the section that is
Lo bhe deletaod tn bthe Committecn
stage later on or at leaslk as has
[reen indicated, andl theat, of
course, 1is the section that has to
do with the denerit system which
has been advertised for about two
years, 1t has been going through
some consultation, and which the
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minister last week announced was
put on indefinite hold. It dis
that particular aspect of it I
would Tike to concentrate on and
Lry, quite fFfrankly, to gebk somne
sort of a rational explanation
From the minister.

Since he has macde Ehat
announcement and since A1
reasponded bto it dn  the House of
Assembly at the time, there has
hean @ rash of  editorials in
papers such as The Evening
Telegram and even in The Grand
Falls Advertiser, as I am sure
Lhe member For Grand Falls (Mr.
Siimmes ) is entirely aware of,
condemning the govarnment For
chickening oul an what WAL
essentially a standard procedure
used in other provinces in order
Lo weed out drivers who habitually
hreak the law.

In saying that, M. Speaker, T am
not saying it from a driving
record point of view because one
of the problems I have ds that I
do a lot of driving on the highway
in going to events here and there
within the Prouince, and in the
time that I have, 1 am exposaed to
more traffic bickets, I would say,
than a person who does a lot less
driving. Nevaertheless, L he
system, as it 1s devised, twelve
points ouar A0 years, I
understand 1is the time period in
which yvou would Tose your licence
For a short period of time, 1Ff
Lhat were to occur, c¢learly would
put & lot of pressure on drivers
who hauve Ihad a serdous of
infractions 1in the past to clean
up  their act and to  obey Lhe
highway traffic code much  more
assiduously.

Fuern with the personal problems I
have with it, and I think, a lot
of  obher members do & lobt of
driving as well and probably have
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a few parking tickets in the last
yaar or two they have had Lo pay,
and are probably from that point
of view, sTightly of two different
minds perhaps about Lhe whole
sibuation, 1t is still clear n my
g and  din most peoples  minds
Lhat the merit system was a major
innmovation that has been adopted,
T believe, 1in somekhing Tike eight
or nine other provinces to this
point.

It consistently has been shown in
the research that has been applied
to ik that 4t  does weed out
drivers who are habitually
breaking Lhe law  on ditfferent
numbers of infractions. - That s
why it was gquite surprising that
the minister, only a week or so
ago, rose in his place bto dndicate
they would not continue with 1it,
and not that 1t would bhe delayed
For three months or four ar §ix
months, but 4L was on indefinite
hold.

The minister at the time indicated
there was some representab-ilon thal
was made bto him fFor that. When he
SHmMs tp Lhe debate on  second
reading, 7T really would bhe quite
interested in Finding out who were
the people who are making this
representabtion, Whaere Lhey were
people of a responsible nature or
WA S it mayhe a couple of
constituents?

Quite frankly, I think the
government over there wias gelblbing
a very good ride an that. I have
talkeacd to obher Jurdisdictions
where Lhe merdit system was
introduced. The only problem Lhe
government has when a system like
Lhat is introduced ie i F the
Opposition is irresponsible and
decicdes to Lake a stick and beat
them over Lhe head with 1t.

In theis instance, hoi:h the
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official Opposition and ourselves
were heing quibte responsible  and
supportive of the dinitiative, §0
Lhera was no poliltical advantage
one way or Lhe other. The
govarnmenl could have put it
through. Nobody could have gone
arnd  said "Well, we are the people
who opposed it, and therefore, we
are standing up For Lthe righlbs of
the privileges of questionahle
drivers. ' Under bhose
circumstances, it is really quite
surprising to see that.

By bthe way, M. Speaker, 1kt does
occur often. I remember talking
Fo some of the ministers i1in  Lhe
former government of Manitoba and
T asked them what are the issuss
that they raised as & govermnent
that bthey gobt the wmost Flack for.
Up until the time that Lhe
introduce Ehetir car insurance
rates up which, by the way, s
s LAill lass Lhan  what  ours  are
today, up until that iesue -
which, of course, proved to Dbe
Fatal - the ftwo major dssues they
hadd trouble Wi WES Fraench
language legislation, ard Lhe
constitutional obligalion Lo
translate all their bhills, and the
introduciion of Lhe mandatory
wearing of helmets For motorcycle
driving. When they asked ne what
Lhe situation in our Province was,
I told them thalt we were quite
responsible as Opposition parties
and as far as T know no QOppositic
had been raised Lo what were
clearly seen Lo bhe safebty mablers
designed to dmprove the chances of
survival in  accidents, ancd Lihe
wearing of helmets Ffor motorcycle
drivers is clearly one The
mandatory legislation providing
For seabt bellb wearing ds c¢learly
another one, and 1t dis one bthat I
do  not believe Fhaere were any
Opposition parties Laking &
difFerent position on it.
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When that is all said and done,
one wonders why the government
chickened oul. Why did they back
of f Ffrom an dnitiative that was
clearly well established
elsewhere, and was clearly in the
interests of helping to dimprove
the safety record of people on our
roads? That 4s an answer that T
really have not gotten, Looking
alb the minister's statement, there
were & hunch of sort - of
self-serving arguments invoelvyed
Lhere. 'We did not interfere with
the privileges of driving.'

The word privilege shonld give you
the c¢lue there. It dis a privilege
Lo have a driver's Ticence. The
privilege dis that you will gel it
as long as you are responsible in
the operation of your vehicle, and
you will Tose that privilege if
you abuse il On that basis, I
cannot sae anyhaody i s
Province has a statutory privilege
o a drivers licence, and on that
basis, it seems to me that this
was a legitimate way of attacking
the particular problem.

I was Jlooking through Hansard on
Lhe day that the minister wmade his
announcement just to make sure
that I had all the comment s
correct, and at this time I wmust
recognize that Lhe member For
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir (Mp.
Gilbhert), who also spoke on the
Ministerial Statement, I gobt ab
Ehat  tiwme the distinct impression
that  the member was in favour of
Lhe ndefinite cancellation of b,
bul in looking at his comments, 1t
1e quite c¢lear now bthat he did say
it ds the dmplementation schedule
which was Lhe major probleam.

Of course that 1s correct becanse,
as the Former Minister of
Transportation said bto us back in
February, 1987, the point system,
Lhe demer it sy 6 bam wouTd bhe

2293 May 24, 1988 Vol XL

introduced, along wi th a
substantial education programme to
inform people of Lthe Fack that
this was being implemented, and &
camprehensive programne of trying
to dmprove driver safety 1in the
Province.

T Lhink everybody was very much in
support of that dinitiative, but I
Lhink whalt  happened is  somehow
hetween the Jjigs and reels, and
the swiltching from one Minister of
Transportation hack early in
January Lo anotbther, somehow  Lhe
programme fell, or the public
relalions progranme  that  should
have been put on in  order to
inform people thak this was coming
down the line, was nolt done. So
Fhat up Lo last week, which was,
July 1 was the initiation date on
Lhis, only abouk five or six weeks
prior to the initiation of iL,
nobody 1 bthe Province really was
reminded of the changes that were
coming down,

In a sense, I think what happened,
or at least I trying to postulate
reasonahle @xcuses For Lhe
minister having done what he did,
hut one of the only reasons that
can be put forward 1lg Lhe
department Forgot to do dbts job.
They Jjust bumbled it and did not
manage to go  and do  the public
relations campaign on it.

Mr. Speaker, one of the things
that we did when the announcement
was made was get in touch with the
officers oF the NeuwFourndland
Safety Council who, of course, had
@ very  major rolae b o Py in
lobbying for this dinitiative. As
they say, it has been Flve years
in the works. It dis not a Uthing
Lhat SPIrUNg s overmnightl, We
consistently fellt heartened by Lhe
Farmner Minister of
Transportation's support of the
programme 1htsell. We are involued
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in  drawing up  the guidelines so
that they are similar to those of
other provinces. S0 [ think that
this argument that it was a
Draconian measire ds  really not
supported much hy the Ffaclt that it
is alinosl @ replica, A T
understand, of the point systen
put in place in other provinces.

So, in Lalking Lo bthe people in
Lhe Newfoundland Safety . Council,
Lhey were very disappointed. They
had received virtually no notice,
although T helieve a slight bit of
notice was given to them, that
this in Fact was falling apart on
tham, and that the legislation and
Lhe regulations that they had
wanted to see pult 1in place Ffor
such a long time were, in fack,
not going to be put in place at
the time they thought.

One of Uthe things that T would
like to suggest to the minister is
that parhaps ik wou 1 he
appropriate Ffor us not to delete
this sechtion From Lhe
legislatdion. It is my
understanding, in talking Lo  Lhe
Government House Leader, that the
intention s, in the  Comniltlbae
stage, to delete the section of
the bill, T fhink it is Seclion
185, or lhe part on regulations,
saction (h) which says, "providing
for a demerit point system for
drivers and  in particular, bt
without Llimiting the generality of
Lhe Fforegoing, (i) requiring the
Registrar to keep a record" and so
b

-4

e T o g Hpe = NICYS . T - ~ e
Git There L8 A Wno Le geguion an

Lhera,

The suggestion I would like to
mak e to Lhe Minister of
Transportation, because I still
Feel that the <system ds a good
one, is have his legislative
draftspeople look at the
particular section and see whether

pl

or not it can be kepl in there,
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perhaps with one seclion thadt
would trigger it to come dnto
effect al a laker dabe, so bthat
the advertising and the public
awaranaess and the public educabion
programme that was missed this
Spring, Lhat c¢learly has bto come
in hefore this can be dmplemented,
could now  be scheduled For  Lhe
next couple of months and, then,
perhaps by October or Novemnber of
this Fall, we would  bhe dn @
position Lo Lnplement this
particular section of this Bill 14,

I believe that that would be a
good way of allowing For bthe one
area that I think was deficient by
Lhis government over here, and, at
the same time, it would at least
give wus an  opportunity to make
sure that the advertising is done
and we still gel the legislabion
in place.

I am not sure what he will say
when we silt  down  Tater on, in
order to talk about it, but I
would certainly like Lo hear some
comments on it.

I am not sure that even anylbhing
elea wonld have Lo be done because
looking at Section 185, it says,
The Lieutenant—-Govarnor in
Council may make regulations. " It
says  'may onake regulations. ! INg
you refer to Section (h), then, if
Fhe Lieutenant-Governor in Council
may make regulations ther he wmay
not. make regqulakbions as well, I
would assume that ds what the
particular gacltion GAYS .
Therefore, 1if he does nolt make
regulations under Section (h), I
would argue that it would not come
into effect until such Ltime as
those regulations were made .
Perhaps 1t is nolb necessary to
delete this particular section of
Lhe Act and ifF it 1s not dele |,
then we may be able to get our act
together ab a later date in order
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to ensure Lhat Lhe particular

footing is put in.

Mr. Speaker, T do not have a huge
amount more to say about the
particular pilece of Tlegislation,
other <than +to say I applaud the
Fact bthat we are looking abk safely
regulations which are, as I
understand dit, uniform across Lhe
country which this particular
piece of legislation will enable
us to enact here in this Province
and the Faclk that we are looking
al. @ update of legislation that
was passed the Taskt time in 1970
and for which & whole hbunch of
amencwents have been made over the
course of history and are now, at
Teasl, put down into one corde so
Chat, as the minister said, the
Jaw officers will bhe able to see
it in one place.

Other bthan bthat, Mr, Speaker, T do
not have a huge amount Lo say,
other than T  hope the winister
will take our comments under
advisement, have a look at it and
see, 1if dinstead of the indefinite
delay he talked about last week
when he introduced 4t, we have a
more defFinite delay so that we
have some probability of seeing
the particular legislation put
into place this Fall.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will sit
down and allow anybody else who
wishes to get up, be recognized
and then adjourn the debate.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
M. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hion,
Stephenuille,

the memb e fFor

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, M, Speaker.

Tt being c¢lose to six o'clock, I
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would Tike to adjourn the debate
until the next time it 1s called.

Thank vou,

My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The o, the
Council.

President of the

Mr. Speaker, we did & good days
work today. We will carry  aon
Thursday from where we dre  Nnow.
The House  will be closed arl
Friday, For  bthe benefit of bLhe
prass, Lhe Houwse  wil! not  he
sitbing on Friday to allow thae NDP
Lo  attend theivr btiny provincial
convantion over in Corner Brook

AN HON., MEMBER:
What do we have?

MR. STMMS:

We have a execulbive hoard
meeling. T het you we will have
more at our board meeting than the
Leader of Lthe Opposition had in
Stephenville at his meelting over
there, the one that was reported
in The Georgian. Anyway , Mr
Speaker, enough of this nonsense.

I move that the House adjourn
until tomorrow, Wednesday, May 25,
at 3:00 p.m., and that this House
do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at dits rising

adjourned unt il EOMOT oW,
Wednescday, May 25 at 3:00 p.m,
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