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The House met at 3.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, pleasal

MR. TULK:

Mrr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: ;
he hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Before the daily routine of
husiness, there has baeen soine
discussion between myself and this
side and the Governmant House
Leader (Mr. Simms), as to whether
in fact it would not be more
convenient for us to open the
Legislature perhaps at 2:00
o'clock in the afterncon and go to
5:00 o'clock, in view of the fact
that we are getting into the hot
season of the year, And I guess
it would bhe FfFar more convenient
for the media, as well. We have
agreed that starting on Monday and
continuing for the remainder of
this session, we will open the
Legislature at 2:00 o'clock and
close at 5:00 o'clock. Of course,
everything in our Sltanding Orders
that refers to 3:00 o'clock and
from theraon in to 6:00 o'clock,
in terms of adjournment and so on,
woulcd jusl move back one hour, I
would presume. I understand that
is Lthe agreement we have. :

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

Praesident of the

MR. SIMMS:

We did have some discussions and I
consulted wibkh the Premier and
some of my colleagues; I did not
get a chance to talk to kthem all.
But I do understand that the press
would be wvery, very happy with
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this change, and I see them all
smiling up there. In view of that
inescapable kind of pressure, I
did not have a change Lo consult
with our friends din Lhe corner,
and T do apologize For that. It
just happened a moment before, but
T aim surse lLhey understand. This
side certainly would agree. We
think it would he a good ddea.
Therefore, as the member for Fogo
(Mr . Tulk) SAY S, Lhe rules
pertaining to the opening hours
and the closing would obviously be
adjusted by agreement and
everybody would understand that,
Your Honour,

That being the case, I think we
will wait until Monday to gilve
everybody a chance to acclimatize
to the new hours.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

You hetter make sure Lhey are
willing. There has Lo he
unanimity, right? Are they agreed
on it?

MR. SIMMS:

The hon. members can speak for
Lhemselves, T guess, but T saw the
House Leader for the NDP (Mr.
Long), the member for St. John's
Fast, nod in agreement. I usually
consult with Uthe House Leaders,
and the Leaders consult with each
other, but maybe the House Leader
For the NDP, or indeed the Leader
on this occasion, could comment?

MR. FENWICK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, obviously we have not
had & c¢hance to think about it
Since what 1t does, it seems to
me, is compensate For Double
Daylight Savings Lime and puts us
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back in the same posibion we were
bhefore Double Daylight Savings
time was in effect wilth respect Lo
the sun, which did not believe in
it, I do not dimagine we will have
too many complaints about 1it. So
i you wanlkt to start with 1t on
Monday, Mr. Speaker, we see no
objections to it whatsoever.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

fis I understand 1it, starting on
Monday it will be fFrom 2 o'clock
until 5 o'clock wuntil it has heen
changed by agreemnent.

Before calling for slalements by
ministers, T would like to welcome

to the galleries sixteen exchange
students From Edimonton, with

sixtean sltudents from Point:
Leamington Central High School
wikth their Lteachers, Mr. and Mrs.
0liver Landon and Mr. and Mrs. Don
Gihson,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Statements by Mihisters

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr ., Speaker, T wish to address the
remarks made by Lhe hon, the
member for Port de Grave on
Friday, May 20th, 1988, whaere he
suggaested a conflict of dnterest
involuing the hon. the member for
St John's South, the Deputy
Premier, Dr. John Collins.

The hon., member's comments Focusaed
on a public tender Ffor office
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Canada

space i.n the Eastern
Building to accommnodate Lhe

Workers' Compensation Appeal

Tribunal.

Dr. Collins' 25 per cent ownership
of Terra Nova Enterprises Ltd.,
the Company that owns hoth the
Fastern Canada and Medical Arts
Buildings, pre-dates his first
election as a Member of the House
of Assembly. This ownership has
been consistently indicated on ULhe
annual public Conflict of Interest
statements {iled pursuant bto The
Conflict of Interest Act.

Upon being invited to Jjoin
Cabinet, Dr. Collins placed his
shares din trust with M™Mr. Donald
Mercer, Q.C., also a park owner,
and has- since that time played no
role dn  Lthe daily management of
the Company. He has never been
involued in the procurement of, or
approval of, rental contracts by
or Tor Lhe Company. He has never
participated din any Cabinet or
Ministerial decision relating in
any way to the Company.

Dr. Collins formally complied with
the Conflict of Interest
(Ministers) Guidelines notitrying
me of his ownership, and I, after
review wrote him to advise that I
felt there was no conflict. That

is  bhack several years ago, As
soon as Dr. Collins was a part of
Cabinet, he FUlrilled his

obligations under the Conflict of
Interest (Ministers) GCuidelines,
He has adhered to and exceeded the
letlter and spiril of the Act and
Guidelines in every respect.

After these dinsinuations were made
by the hon. Uthe member for Port de
Grave, Dr. Collins was contacted
by My, Mercepr, his Lruslee, Lo
review the sepries of events
associated with this Lender for
the first time.
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Mr. Mercer provided Dr. Collins
with the following information.
The Company had under contract an
outside agent for the purpose of
procuring rental leases, with the
agent working under an agreemaent
of payment of commission fees for
work performaed. When a public
call for tenders was published by
the Department of Public Works and

Services, on behalf of the
Departmaent of Labhour Lo
accommodate the Workers'

Compensation Appeal Tribunal, Lhe
Company's agent submitted a bid
For Lthe rental of space 1in the
Fastern Canada Building, sometimes
called Lhe Central and Eastern
Trust Building.

Following the opening of bids and
subsequent negotiations, the agent
was informed that Terra Nova
Enterprises had been awarded the
contract, which involved an
obligation to carry out specified
renovations at a cost of $15,000
to $20,000. The specifiad
inclusive rental rate was lower
than arrangements already in place
with other tenants in the building.

The proposal was not the lowest
overall tender, being the hih
lowest of eleven bids in response
Lo the call. However, in the view
of the Chairperson of the Workers'
Compensaltion Appeal Tribunal, the
space acquired was the best choice
from the three bids that met the
requirements from a perspective of

availability and accessibility,
hoth fFrom a parking, and a
handicapped accessibilitly
perspective. The proposal to

award the tender Lo other than the
lowest bidder was concurred with
by the Department of Labour, and
approved by Treasury BRoard, At no
Lime did Dr. Collins participate
in or influence any aspecl of this
decigsion process.
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There are two separate issues
here. The one I am dealing with
today 1is Dr. Collins, the Deputy
Premier, Minister of Health,
member for St. John's South.
Since Lhe question was raised in
the House as 1t related Lo the
ebhics or whatever of the award to
the 5th lowest and the idinvolvement
in Lthere, I have spoken Lo Lhe
minister on a number of occasions
in the Jasl  week @nd he las
prepared and gathered all the

information Logaether. I will Dbe
reviewing that dinformation with
Cabinet Lomorrow and Lhen be
making a full statement after I,
and Cabinel, have completely

reviewed that particular dncident,
relative Lo the Chairman of the
Appeal Tribunal an whethear a
conflict of interest, in fackt,
exists there.

So I want to dinform hon. members
opposite that whilst I ain dealing
with Dr. Collins' statement Ltoday,
I will be dealing personally with
the other circumstance Lo see
whether, in fact, there was any
conflict din the awarding of that
tender, Recause I have, myself,
delved into over the last week or
S0 and have a lot: of the
information compiled, and I now
want  Lthe Mindister of Labour and
myself to |brief Cabinet on it

Lomorrow. Rut  al this point in
time, I wanlt to deal with Dyr.
Collins, Ak no time did  Dr.
Collins participate in or

influence any aspect of this

decision process.

Mr . Speakear, my government 1ls
keenly aAWar e of Lhe neecd to
maintain the highest “levels of
moralily and honestly in the
execution of our offices, and the
adiministration of the Province. I
am personally committed to this
goal, as are all my ministers. if
am absolutely convinced upon
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review of all the circumstances
associaled witkh this- parlticular
Lender, as 1in every other aspect
of his office as a minister, that
Dr. John Collins exemplifies the
highest possible standard of
paersonal and professional
integrity.

I have to say I respeclt the hon.
member's right to raise these

matters in the House. I c¢ould
debate, I guess, whether in fact
the hon. member should have
perhaps mentioned it to the

minister beforehand, or whatever,
so that the minister was aware,
because he has nobt bheen involved
in this company since 1979. He
has put his shares 1in trust and
has Followed the conflict of
interest guidelines relaling Lo
publicly disclosing it every year,
and also had written me, as was
necessary for him to do, under the
ministerial guidelines.

The only other {thing I would like
to say, which I feel obligated to
say on my own behalf, s Lhat the
member for 3St. John's South, Dr.
John Collins, has bheen a part of
the Cabinet of Newfoundland since
1979 and I have to say that I have
found him, and I am sure anybhody
else did who has ever had any
dealings with the gentleman, to be
upstanding and honest to a
meticulous degree. I suppose I am
glad in one sense that the matter
was raised, because I am wvery
pleased and honoured to be able to
say that & wman of Dr. Colliins'
caliber 1s serving the public of
this Province not only as a member
but: as a minister 1in the present
government of Newfoundland anc
lLabrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hor . the Leader of the

Oppasition,

MR. WELLS:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have just now received this
statement . I should tell Lhe
House, and I am sure the Premier
is aware, that these comnenbs by
the hon. member for Port de Grave
(Mr. Efford), and I appreciate Uthe
Premier's comments about the
responsibility of the membar for
Port de Grave to railse these
issues and the propriety of it,
but I should tell him that the
comments arose as a result of the
member for Fogo (Mr., Tulk) asking

Lha Minislanr of Labour (Mr,
Blanchard) a question on the issue
in commitlee about Five weeaks

ago, When there was no response
he asked a gueslion in the House.
About two weeks ago, he asked the
minister  whan  he was  going Lo
respond, and there was still no
response, 80 & Few days aqo,
hecause the member for Fogo was
otherwise tied up, Lthe memher for
Port de Grave raised the question.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
That still does not -

MR. WELLS:
I disagree. The minister has had
Five weeks to provide this
information. .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Five weeks.

AN HON, MEMBER:
(Tnaudible) did he not?

No, @il was Lhat very gquastion.
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With respect, Mr. Speaker, -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) Minister of
(inaudible).

Labour

MR. WELLS:

Well, having asked twice in the
House and once +in Commiltee, Lhe
issue was then raised, 1s this
part of the reason? I accepl Lthe
Premier's ctatement that it had

nothing Lo do with it. He made
the statement and I have no Dbasis
For challenging it at Lhis
moment. and I say I accept the

Premier's shtabtementl and the
salutory remarks he has made about
the hon. the member for St. John's
South.

Mr. Speaker, the best dinformation
available to the Qpposition
indicates that the
perhaps not properly informed on
the matter, because as nearly as
we can determine, other premises
were equally or more accessible Lo
the handicapped at lower cost,

MR. BLANCHARD:
That is what I am
personally myself now.

checking

MR. WELILS:

For the benefit of all hon.
membaeirs T intend
assessment on the accessibility of
Lhat property and Uthe proéperty on
which Lhe lowest bid Wa s
submitted. T will table that, Mr,
Speaker.

I will also table, Mr. Speaker, a
copy of a letter that T am Lold
was written by the chairperson,
and the Premicr probably has scen
the letter, dated June 19, 1987 in
which he dindicates that either

property would be acceptable,. 1
will table this as well, Mr .
Speakar. In those circumstances,

and in the circumstances where the
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Minister of Labour failed for four
to Five weeks _to provide the
information requested it was -

MR. BILANCHARD:

The question was answered May 9 in
Lhe House?

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Ooh, oh!

MR. FUREY:

Trn Commitiea.

MR. WELLS:
In Commitlee.

MR. BLANCHARD:
In Lhe Comnittee, and he was going
to write me.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Premier is

o Lable an

Ooh, no!

MR. WELLS:

I remember 1t being asked about
two to three weeks ago in the
House. I was here at that time.

MR. BLANCHARD:
Five weeks, you said.

MR. WELLS:

Yes, bhut it was two weeks before
that in the Commitlee.

S0, M, Spaaker, I table b lre
information. This is the question
Lhal has been raised and we are
looking for the explanation as Lo
why the government would approve
of the rental at $14.85% per square
fool. when equally accessible or
more accessible space was readily
avalilable alt $11.00.

MR. SIMMS:

How about Canada (dinaudible),

MR, SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

The hon. member's tilwme is elapsed.
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MR. TULK:
By leave!

MR. WELLS:

Ry leave, T will
President of the
queslkion.

answer the
Council's

MR. YOUNG:
Sit down. Sit down,.

AN HON, MEMBER:
No leave,

MR. WELLS:

On that basis, Mr., Speaker, I will
answer it when they address the
conflict of idnterest charge. That
will be answered at that time.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hoear

PREMIER PECKFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
Promier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

I find it insulting. I agree the
Leader of bthe Opposition has a
point as 1t relates +to the other
question. I answered thalt 1in my
statement, all that material and
SO on, and ifF Lhere is an
impropriety or any wrongdoing, it
will be corrected forthwith -~ if
tLhere is! We are all among equals
here.

My madn statement today wWas,
number one, to indicate that we
will get at the bottom of Lhe
other thing as it relates to the
award of the tender. Rut right
now & person's dintegrity idis at
stake. A Accusation was levelad
at  the Deputy Premier of this
Provinco by & memkb e af Lhe
Opposition, and Lhe Leader of the
Opposition gets wup 1in his place
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and hardly mentions LULhe faclt that
Yes, he agrees and knows that the
Depuly Premier of this Province is
an honourable man, and he should.

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

There 1s absolutely nothing wrong
with my stating the position I
did. It was gquite proper, and I

will not be dntimidatecd by these
improper allegations by the

Premicer.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

The hon. {he nember For Port de
Grave acted with dintegrity anc
compalanca and loyally Lo Lhe
people of this Province not to
anyhody else. He did that which
he was supposed to do, that which
ts his cduly to do. In the absence
of the hon. Minister of Labour

answering Lhe question, Mr .
Speaker, he raised the faclts and
brought Lhose Facls to Lhe
attention of the Premier and asked
if it had any relevancy. It was

quite proper and I make no apology
for defending it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

I must rule that there is no point
of order,

Oral Questions
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MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR, KELILAND:
Thank you, Mr. Spceaker.

In Lhe absence of the Minister of
Rural, Agricultural and Northern
Development (Mr. Power), I direct
my question Lo the Premier .
Original projections indicated
Lhat Sprung would have to get
$1.09 a pound Lo make bthe cucumber
operation a success. The Premier
yesterday indicated thalk because
of the unexpected greater yield in
production the break even price is
now considerably lower. I ask the
Premier would he now indicate what
the revised average price must be
in order to make the projeclt @&
success right now?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

That 1is an impossible question to
answer, Mr. Speaker, because 1in
the marketplace that wvaries from
day to day, based upon production
levels and sales all over the

place. So  that is dmpossible Lo
answear . That will wvary, as it

will for ashestos at Baie Vertle
ancd Fluorspar from St. Lawrence,
or whataeuver, Thatl is Aan
impossible question bto answer.

MR, KEILLLAND:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. KELLAND:
The Premier did ingdicate that
there was a greatly unexpecled

increase in what they had
anticipated in the actual
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production yield, but other than
claims of a unexpected greater
crop yield, will the Premier
explain lhow™ the base price of
$1.09 could dramatically drop Lo
something which has Lo bhe
considerably less than fifty-nine
cenlts a pound, based on the retail
prices now?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Praemier.

PREMIFER PECKFORD:

Primarily because the Ffacility is
producing hetter Lhan We had
thought, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Spealer.

MR. KELLAND:

A final supplementary.

MR. KELLAND:

Based on earlier statements by bLhe
Minister, and tLhe apology the
Premier made in his behalf in the
House yesterday.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KELLAND:

This is a serious matter, Mr.
Speakaer, and I asked For a
supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

There 1is no need for a preamble.
T ask the hon. member Lo direct
his final supplementary wibthout a
praeamble.

MR. KELLAND:
My apologies, Mr. Speaker,

My final supplementary is: W41l
Lhe Premier table a current cost
analysis of the Sprung cucumbers

and in-province and
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oul -ofF-province markei: pricing,
which obviously would have to form
part of his markeling sltrategy?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe Premier.

PREMIER PECKFQRD:
No, Mr. Speaker.

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, in the absence of Lthe
Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development -

Where 1s he?

MR. DECKER:

Where most of us would bhe 1if we
were embarrassaed  Lhe way he was
vesterday.

T ask Qhe Premier,
nolwithstanding his statement
vasterday where he said his
Minister of Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development Was
misquoted - we have the
transcripls here of the CBC

article where he refers to a very

we ll thought oul plan Lo  put”

Atlantic farmers out of business -
but when the minister macde this
statement, when he formulated the
plan, was the Premier aware that
his minister was breaking the
federal Competition Act, or did he
fFind it out after the illegal act
was done?

MR. SIMMS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the

President of the
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Council.

MR. SIMMS:
I would like to refer Your Honour
to Reauchaesne's Fifth Edition - we
are going to be seeing this more
anc more, I suspaectl, G0 Your
Honour might want to have a close
look at it Paragraph 3%9, Page
132, Subsection (10) "A question
ought nolt to refer bto a statement
made outside the House by a

Minister." Now, Lhe membher
clearly in his preamble
specifically referred Lo a
statement made cutside the House

by a minister. My, Speaker,
nothing could be wmore clear. It
is totally out of order and the
hon. member should be advised that
his question 1s so out . of order,
and should move on +to the next
questioner. :

MR. DECKER:

Tao Lhat point of
Speaker.

order, Mr

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the hon,
Lhe memboer for Skrait o Belle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:

T was referring bto the Premier's
statement, Mr. Speaker, which he
macde  inside this House when he
apologized for this statement that
the hon. minister made outside the
House, If the House likes I would
reac the statbement. "The next
year we may have fewer producers

of cucumbers" -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. SIMMS:
on a point of
Speaker.

privilege, M,

MR. DECKER:

I will table 4it, Mr. Speaker, if
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you want me to table 1it.

MR. SIMMS:

The member can do what he wants
with it. As a matter of Fact I
can suggest something he can do
with it iFf he wishes, but that has
nothing to do with the point of
order,

MR. DECKER:
There is no point of order.

MR. SIMMS:

Mp . Speaker, he repealed At in
speaking to the point of order.
Not only o id ne GAay he weas
referring to a comment made by the
Pramier but he also was referring
Lo & statement made outside the
House by a minister, and Lthalt is
clearly out of order as 1 Jjust
axplained to Your Honour.

MR. BAKER:
There 1is no point of privilege,
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:

To that point of order, the exact
quote is, "A question ought not to
refer to a statement made outside
the House by a Minister." As I
understand, the last comment that
the hon, member made he was
referring to a statement made by
the Premier himself in reference
ko & statement Lhat was macd e
outside, so I +think the question
i  in order 1f 1t refers Lo a
comment that was made in the House
here.

e hon. the member For the Skhraijt
of Baelle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

The gueslion WA s aslead, Mr
Speaker, and I am still waiting
For an answer, unless Lhe Premier
wants me to repeat the question
but Lhen I will lose my
supplementary.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, as I understand the
commeants made by the minister
outside the House, because I think

those are the ones he Wi s
referring to, Was that
Newfoundland Enviroponics had &

marketing plan Lo sall thedir
cucumbers and their produce, had &
well thought out plan, which they
do, obviously, as any company
does ., Any  company  would have a
well thought out plan For
markalting a product that they are
about to put on the market, in the
same way as Bale Verle Mines does
for its ashestos, St. Lawrence for
dts fluorspai, Kruger For its
paper, or whoever 1t happens Lo
be . Thatl 1s what I understand the
minister was referring to.

MR. DECKER:-
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

f supplementary, the hon. Lhe
member for the Strait of BRelle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Will the Premier confirm thalt this
well thought out plan was a plan
which was to  put the Atlantic
Farmers oul of business? Will the
Premier confirm that that was the
plan?

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

M, Speaker, I answerad thal
yesterday. It is in the

statement. . TL Ls din wreiting. The
hon., member has a copy .- of the
statement T gave yesterday, that
there was no plan on behalf of
anybody din this Province, that we
have had anything to do with, as
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it relates to trying to put
anybody out of -husiness.

We have a well thought out plan to
market Lhe produce in an
aggressive, compeliltive, agqual,
and fair manner. That 1s what we
are apboult, Mr. Speaker, or whatl
the company 1s about.

MR. DECKER:
A finml supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for the Strait of Relle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Will the Premier not now admit -
he is trying to avoid the question
-~ that his minister tried to pull
a scam on the Nova Scolbia and New
Brunswick governments similar to
the scam being perpetrated on this
Province by Sprung, and that 1if
the Premier had not apologized For
his wminister, his minister could
have ended up in jail Ffor breaking
The Competition Act?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

The hon. wmember's fHinal quaestion
was fFar too long.

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

My, Speaker, I can just respond Lo
what the bhon. member has to say.
There 1is no scam here, and I do
not knatw if Lhat word is
parliamentary or not, Mr .
Speaker. To continue to cast
innuendo upon this project, as the
hon. member wants to do, and to
make sure bthalb 1t Fails, and to
try to destroy 200 jobs that have
been c¢reated 1in thls Province, I
think 1is terrible on behalf of the
hon. member. All I can say Lo the
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hon. member is that obuviously the
company has a plan for marketing
its produce in the same way as any
company would hauve @ plan to-
market its product. That 1s what
the company Ls aboul; it 1s in the
business of producing and selling
produce. That: 1s what Lhey are
doing.

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the
Qpposition.

Leader of Lhe

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, yesterday in the
House I asked the hon. Lhe
Minister of  Rural, Agricultural
and Northern Development 1if he
would deny the stabements
attributed to him, or otherwise
repudiate Lthem. He ought Lto have
done one or the other, but when he
stood in his place he really did
neither. I gave him the benefit
of 1the . doublt, as T dndicated I
would, and assumed that he had
heen misguoted. T have checked
the record and I find that he has
indeed

MR. SPEAKER:
Ordaer, please!

MR. WELLS:
I need bto lay a brief foundation,
Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

I have checked the record and I
find, +indeed, that he has not bean

misquoted. 1 ask the Premier
now Would ha repudiate Lhe

statements made by the hon. the
Minister ~of Rural, Agriculbural
and Northern Developmenlt or ask
For the minister's resignation?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I have answered those
gquestions. As I understand 1L,
the minister was referring to a
well thought out plan of the
company to market its produce.
There was nob a well thought out
plan to try to destroy people in
Canada who are into the business.

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you.

My question, Mr. Speaker, is for -~

MR. WFLLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasc!

I understood the hon. the Leader
of the Opposition sat down.

MR. WELLS:
I have no wish to cause you any
embarassment, Mr. Speaker. IF I

have made a mistake, I will pose a

further question later.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon., the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

There +is Tlols of Lime in the short
Question Period to have @
go-around. T am sure the hon. Lhe
Loader of the Opposition will get
another chance.
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My question dis For the President
of Treasury Board (Mr. Simms), as
the minister responsible For the
implementation, in the public
service, of the dgovernment's much
lauded pay equity initiative.

I would like to ask the President
of Treasury Board, if I could get
his attention -

MR. DAWE:
e -ninister is listening. He ls
very versatile.

MR. LONG:

Yes, a very versatile person, who
wears many hals and can listen and
talk at the same time. .

I would like to ask the President
of +he Treasury Board if he could
tell the House what intentions the
governmmenlt has Lo deal with the
issue of pay equitky as it relates
Lo Lhe privale sector?

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon ., Lhe Prasident of the
Council.

MR. SIMMS:

I thank the hon. member for his
kind words dn his preamble. 1
think he said I was a minister who
could walk and talk.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
And chew gum at-the same time.

Yes, that is what it was, and chew
gum ab the sawme time. :

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
very importanl  matler that the
hon. member has raised, I presume
it 14 coming From s ome
communication that has recently
come Lo my attention.
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MR. LONG:
No .

MR. SIMMS:

No? The hon, member is nol aware
of 1it, he just asked the question
right of f Lthe top of his head.

MR. LONG:
If you must know, I asked it
months ago.

MR. SIMMS:

You did not ask me. Mr. Speaker,
he may have asked somebody else,
he did net ask me,

The question has been raised, Mr,
Speaker, about dimplementation of
the policy din the private sector.
As you are probably aware. by now
the government through the
statement by the Premier of a
month or so ago now, addressed the
implementation of equal pay for
work of equal wvalue - not equal
pay for equal work, by the way, as
I heard this morning on one of the
media - in bthe public sector. We
are presently negotiating -
presently, at this wvery moment,
literally at this very time - with
all of the unions which would bhe
involvecd in this particular policy
al: the moment, bul we are noit at
Lhis point Hin  time planning, we
have no plan or no intention Lo
implement it in the private
sactbor. However, we do hope, once
we have all the matters in place
with the public sector, that the
private sector may indeed be
interested in  gebtiing involved,
and we will have consultation with
them if that should happen.

Mr ., Speaker,
MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon, the
member for St. John's East.
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MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
the wminister Gif we are to take
from his answer that private
businesses -in  Lthis Province are
not expected din any way by Lthe
government to Follow the lead the
government has taken in the public
service and to Lake dnitiabives on
their own -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasa!

MR. LONG:

I am asking the mipister if he
could tell the House whether he
does not expect the private sector
to take dnditiatives to -deal wilh
inequity amongst male and female
employees in the work torce?

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of Lthe

MR. SIMMS: . ‘
Mr . Speaker, certainly we would
hope that the private sector would
take the lead from us or Follow
our lead, I should say - but we do
want. Lo have a look ab  things
closely hecause, as the hon .
member no  doubt s awere  through
his research - and he 1is, by the
Way one of 1Lhe besl preparad
members in this House, I would
suspectl

SOME_HON, MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
You are still going ko get anolher
question.

MR. SIMMS:

- that in Ontario, where pay
equity, or equal pay for equal

work of equal value Wa s
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implemented by legislation,
including Lhe privake seclor that
at Lhe present time there are a
lot of problens with 1it, and we
‘have heen told that by union
leaders and other people with Cthe
private sector. So we are not
hastily moving in that direction
at this stage. But certainly,
once we get everything in place,
we would hope that the private
sactor would certainly look at
this particular policy. Because I
believe, and the government
helieves it is perhaps one of the
most significant soclal policy
policies brought into this
Province by any government, and it
is  something that we are very
proud of and we think the private
sector should follow suit.

MR. LONG:

A final supplementary, Mr., Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, Lthe haon.
the member for St. John's Easl.,

MR. LONG:

Mr . Speaker, I ask would the
minister, in view of the broad
recognition of +the dimportance of
Lhis dissue, tell the House how he
intends to deal with the request
fFrom the President of Lthe Board of
Trade, who also wants to deal with
this dimportant issue, and whether
the minister will begin some kind
of consultative process with the
Board of Trade which obviously 1is
having dealings with their own
members on this issue?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe President of the
Council.

MR. SIMMS.
Mr. Speaker, T Ethought the hon.

member said no, he was not
rafaerring to a communicalion {hat
T recently received, but he
1.2308 May 25, 1988 Vol XL

obviously is, and that is
obuiously what set up the whole
line of questions. And that dis
why "I asked him at the beginning
if that 1is what he was referring
to. Because, quite Frankly, that

is a communication which I
received Five minutes Lo  three,
thirty minutes ago, from the

President of the Board of Trade.
I think din all fairness and in
doing things properly, one should
respond to that individual, the
individual representing the Board
of Trade, before I respond to the
hon. member. Tt would nob be very
courteous to respond ko his letter
through the hon. menber for Gt
John's East, who 1is, after all,
unahle Lo walk, talk, spit, and
chew gqum at the same time.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Opposition.

Leadaer of the

MR. WELLS:

I have another question For the
hon. the Premier, Mr. Speaker, and
it relates to the hon. Lihe
Minister for Rural, Agriculture
and Northern Developmnent.

In view of bthe fact that when that
minister made the statement that
it was a very well thought out
plan he was specifically referring
to his intention next year Lo have

fewer producers of cucumbers,
would the  Premier now  ask  the
minister to repudiate that
glatement.  or resign his  office?
He Was clearly rafarring Lo

puliing those  producers out ofF
business.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
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Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
No, Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor Bonavista
Novrbth.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Municipal Affairs
(Myr. Brelt).

Quer the past couple of days there
have been a few announcements
appearing from memhers opposite
suggesting Lhat they will be
getting water and sewer and road
projects, To my knowledge there
has been no public announcement.
I wonder can the minister verify
that, Lhere has been no public
announcement, or have members
opposite bheen secretly informed
about who is going to be getting
these municipal capital works
projects?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, I am nolt aware of any
announcements made. That is nol
to say that they have not heen
made, buit T do not sit all day
listening Lo the radio or all

el el vl e Al FenTenind st v P
III.\:jll . lAH.\\..\-I]’.I.i\_'j LAY Ly LUt \.)l
listening to "Open Line'", I am
husy all day Tong, S0 il s

possible, I suppose, that an
anmouncement has been made, IL is
also conceivable, I would suggest,
Lhat since  Cabinet has bto deal
with the capital works that
Cabinet ministers would know what
is approved and what is not
approved, So there is nothing
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underhanded since
Cabhinet

secretive or
this is an dssue that
deals with anyway.

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N supplementary, It hor, the
membher for Bopnavista North.

MR. LUSH:

My, - Speakaer, [ wonder if the
minister can indicate why the
delay? Tt dis already now « mnonbh
and a half longer than last year,
a Full month and a half.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. LUSH:
Can the minister indicate, M~
Speaker, why the procrastination,
why the delay?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe Minister of Municipal
Affairs,

MR. BRETT:

There is no delay, Mr. Speaker. I
advised bthe hon. member just a feaw
days ago that I would bhe
announcing very shortly the
capital projects. 1 indicated
Ehat T would table them in  the
House, and that will be done as
soon as it 1s ready.

MR. LUSH:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
N inal  supplementary, the  hon,
the member For Bonavista North,

MR, LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, I asked the minister
what happened to the government's
policy ofF pre-ktendering. I say
again it d1s a wmonth and a half
delayed from last year.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, LUSH:
So what has happaenead

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I have Lo draw the hon. member's
attention to the fact that he was
being excessively long in his
first supplementary and certainly

far Loo long on . that last
occasion. So if the hon. member
has a very brief final

supplementary, I would ask him to
pose 1t.

MR. LUSH:

Mr, Speaker, I ask the minister:
Why the delay? I Lhere 14
further delay, there 1is going to
be no work ko Ltake place 1in Lhis
construction season.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He 18 out of order.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!l

MR. BRETT:
He asked that.

MR. SPEAKER:

That 1is exactly the same quesbtion
as was asked before that 1in the
supplementary .

MR. EFFORD:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Gthe nember for Port de
Crave.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

My question 1s directed Lo Lhe
Minister of Culture, Recrealtion
and Youth (Mr. Butt). T would ask
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the winister s has  his  departmeant
received the report that WH S
commissioned Dy his departinant
hack in February, and was suppose
to be din by the end of March,
concerning the accessibility of
our provincial parks Lo the
handicapped of this Prouvince?

MR. SPENKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youtlh.

MR. BUTT:

Mr. Speaker, I will have to take
that under advisement. I am not
sure of that. If the hon. member
had called me earlier I would
certainly have had the dinformation
For him, Rut I will have to take
it as notice now and get back to
him in a matter of minutes.

MR, EFFORD:
A supplementary, M-, Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave.,

MR. EFFORD:

Thiis press release, this
information here says very clearly
that it was supposed to bhe to the
Minlster's department by the end
of March. I ask cam the minister
assure bLhe House of Assembly and
the people of  this Province that
the private sector, which dis going
to hold concessions in the parks,
will build buildings, or whatever
they are going to use, that will
he accessible to the handicapped
and the disabled of this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youlh,

MR. RBUTT:

My,  Speaker, T have Tlearned very
quickly to accepl what the hon.
membaer says wilth A grain of saltk.
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Let me say this, that the
proposals that are coming in from
the private sector will bhe
carefully assessed by a very

competent group of civil servants,
at the directors Tlevel, and they
will advise me, as minister, of
the proposals they see as bhest for
a parbticular park.

Who is huilding buildings in
provincial parks? T do nol know

that this day.

SOME HON, MEMRERS:
Nobocdy knows!

MR. BUTT:
The tail 1s wagging the dog:

MR, EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speakar,

MR. SPEAKER: |
A final supplementary.

MR, EFFORD:

The attitucde of Lthe ministers on
the other side d1s unbelievable!
We are talking about . the
handicapped having accessibility
to provincial parks.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

I would ask the minister will he
guarantee bhe disabled, euen
though he 1s not aware of the
reporl '

SOME HON, MFMBFERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasal

MR, EFFORD:

Will he qguarantee the handicapped
of this Province that any
concession sbkands or any buildings
placed in provincial parks as a
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result of the new tenders he just
called will he accessible to the
handicapped of this Province?
Will he guarantee that very
clearly?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recrealion ancd Youth,

MR. BUTT:

First of all, Mr. Speaker, T an
going to have to  look at Lhe
proposals Lhal come +in because I
do not know if there are any
proposals Lhat will require
accessibility by the handicapped.
But, Mr. Speaker, this government
takes no back step Lo anyone, or
no backdoor Lo anyone about whab
we have done For handicapped
people, and what we will be doling
for handicapped people. I suggest
the hon. member for Port de Grauve
stop playing politics with
handicapped people, because Lhat
is exactly what he dis doing here
today.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Waterford-Kenmount.

memher For

MR. GULLAGE:

Mir. Spedker, a question to the
Ministar ol Finance (M,
Windsor), Given his statement of
a couple of weeks ago on pensions
For part-time workers, could he
explain to the House how bransfers,
can be made From a money purchase
type of pension plan, as proposead,
over to a unit bhenefit type - an
entirely different btype  and how
that transfer of credits can take
placa when Aan employee an a
part-time basis makes the move to
Full time status?

MR. SPEAKER:

No. 43 ; R2311



The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mir, Speaker, the final details of
Lhat plan are vyel to be workad
out, but 4l s simply a matter of
a money purchase plan, al Lhe end
of a period of contribution having
a cerbtain amouni of money accrued
in its account, and at that point
in tine, I would assume, Ehat
amount of money would be used to
purchase prior years surplus,
which can be done with any pension
plan that we now have in the
Public¢ Service.

MR. GULLAGE:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Waterford-Kenmount.

member For

MR. GULLNGE:

The reason for my question is the
difficullty wilh @& wmoney purchase
type of plan is you do not have
cradikts on a final average or
final earnings.

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. GULLAGE:

So on a fFinal earnings basis with
the existing plan, how can you
possibly transfer over money
purchase credilks? It just cannol
be done.

MR. BAIRD:
It will not put you out: of
business. Do not worry about it.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

That 1is the same question, so I
can only give bthe same answer. nL
the end of a period of time, you
have @& certain  amount of  cash
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accrued in your account, and then,
instead of purchasing an annuity,
which ds the normal procedure used
with a money purchase plan, I
wotild assine thal: e aimply
purchase pre-prior service, which
doas haue certain bhenefits
attached to it, and any member of
our Public Service can purchase
prior service by simply paying
bollh parts of the contribublions.
It is quite simple.

MR. GULLAGE.:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
N final supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:
Would Ehe Minister of Finance-—

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member is starting off a
fFinmal supplementary

MR. GULLNAGE:

With a question.

MR. SPEAKER:

- by mentioning the Minister of

Finance, T ask him Lo pose his
gquestion.

MR. GULLAGE:

Is the fact that the existing plan
has Anadequate Funding the reason
that a wmoney purchase plan s

heing  introduced which will not
give final average earnings and an

adequate pension - Lo Lhese
part-time workers?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Absolutely not, Mr . Speaker.
There is absolutely no
relationship between Lthe two. The
money purchase plan 1is deemned by

our professional advisors as being

Lhe type of plan mosl appropriate
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for persons who have part-time,
seasonal, short-term, temporary
type employment, so that they can
accrue benefits din  that manner.
The type of programne that is
applicable for a permanent sort of
employee dis not appropriate for
part-time or .Lemporary people, and
is the Lype of plan used in
private enterprise for such people.

MR . SIMMS:
The hon. member should be aware of
that.

MR. SPEAKER:
The lon. the
Staephenuille.

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a question For "the Minister
of  Labour (Mr. Blanchard). e
Minister of Labour, a few weeks
ago, announced an increase in the
minimum wage, and he also said it
came as @ result of the report
presented to him hy the Labour
Standards Board. I would Tike Lo
know d1is he going to be making
that report by the board public in
the very near future?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour,

MR. BLANCHARD:

Mr . Speaker, just prior to coming
to the House I had a ciscussion
with my Deputy Minister, and wvery
shortly the rest of thal report

should be made public,

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thal 1s good.

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Menihelk,
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MR. FENWICK:
A supplementary, actually, to the

Minister of Lahour On Lhat
particular theme. There were a
large number of other
recommendations in it. The

minister mentioned, back in March,
that the increase din the minimum
wage would occur, I bhelieve, on
April 1, hbhut there were a whole
bunch oF other recommendations
that the Cabinet would be deciding
on., Could the winister give us an
indication of which of these other
recommendations in Lhe reporbt are
abdut Lo come Forward?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR. BLANCHARD:

M.  Speaker, when the report s
dealt with it. It 1s a fairly
exhaustive study, and some of the
recommendations hadl tmpdnged on
Lhe Charter of  Rights and Lhe
legalities of these had to he
looked into. That has now baen
completed, Mr. Speaker, and all
the rest of Lthe . recommendations
will be dealt with din the wvery
near future.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
N Final supplementary.

MR. FENWICK:

My supplementary to the Minister
ol

af Labour is this . Is 16
Minister of Labhour going Lo

implement. & change in Lhe mindnuam
wage for domestics, which Lhe
minister Yknows is several dollars
lass than the minimum wage for the
general workers? Are we going Lo
see an elimination of that mindimum

wage Lo bring 1t up bto the same
standard as everybody elses in

sociely?
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Labour.

MR, BLANCHARD:

The hon. wmember ought Lo know thak
that will not be announced through
Lhe House. When Lhat decision s
made a statement will be made Dby
me, Mr. Speaker, and he will know
in due course,

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

membher fFor

MR. W. CARTER:

My question goes to the Minister
of Fisheries and it concerns Lthe
Rose Ting plant problem 1in St.
Lawrence, L awn and Lhat area.,
According +to press reports, Mr.
Spealker, Lhe Rose Ting company
owes Fishermen in the area - in
the report it says Red Harbour on
the Burin Pernrinsula - about
$90,000 for Lhe purchase of fish,
I presume, lump roe, and so on. I
wonder could Lhe minister tell the
House 1f he 1is aware of that and
AirF he has taken any aclion Lo
ensure that the fishermen in that

area are compensated by Lhe
company?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minislter of Fisherios.

MR, RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker, the minister dis not
aware of thal.

MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon . the
member fFor Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker, I wonder, then, would
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the minister care to find out 1ifF,
in fact - these are Mrs. Ting's
words:; it ds nob hearsay or runor

- that dis the case, and, 1if so,
Fhen will he undertake Lo do what —
he can, as minister, to ensure
that.  the {ishermen up Lhere et
paid for their calches?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, my understanding is
that: Mrs. Ting has saild publicly,
as late as today, that she has the
money in a particular bank in the
city to pay the fishermen for any
purchases that she has made, but I
will be happy to ask for further
information on the whole matter,
Mr . Speaker,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
hank you, Mr. Speaker.

T haye a  question For  the
Premier. Yesterday I asked if he
would  requeslt bhal Lhe Federal
govarnment investigate the
mechanism . wherehy Capital Canada
was appointed as fiscal agent for
the sale of Terra Nova Tel because
of certain news stories that have
been released 1in bthe last week or
S0, The Premier answered that he
did not have, I believe, tilme to
do my job for wme, or something
like that.

I would ask the Premier: Is the
real reason thal the Premier will
not ask far this investigation the
Factk bthat Robert Foster is also a
fund raiser for the Premier and
For the provincial Tory Party?
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MR. SPEAKER:
he hon. the Praemier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:
No, M, Speaker. That is
incorrect.

MR. TULK:

Mr ., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
'he hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

I have a question for the Minister
of  Justice (Ms Verqge). Ahoul: &
weeak ago there was a report
carried in one of the local papers
Lhat the services of the Justice
Department. to Fogo Tsland would be
sufFering as o a result  oF  thae
cuthack in helicopter saervices Lo
the dsland whereby Magistrates,
Jucdges as Lhey are now callaed, get
to  the dsland quickly and gel
back. Has  bthe mwinister received
anything at all saying that that
will dndeed be the case, thal
court services to Fogo Island will
suffer as a result of bthat cutback?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice,

MS_VERGE:

Mr., Speaker, I have not received
any such dindication From judges or
lawyers or anyone 1in the Fogo
Island area. What I have received
is an indication from the
Associate Chief Provincial Judge
in the budget process that this
measure would be dn Lhe interegt
of the economy without adversely
affecling, 1n any way, provincial
courlt services on Fogo Island.

I should point oult Lhat there is
Funding continuad For helicopter
charters in special cirvcumsbtances,
when travel by road and Forey
would not he feasible. A1l Crown
attorneys and defanse lawyers
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appearing in provincial court,
when the court 1s on c¢ircuib on
Fogo Island, have not used
helicopters as a general rule, and
usually drive and use the ferry.
That has proven quite satistactory
for members of the bar and should
be, as dindicated by the Associmbte
Chief Provincial Judge, quite
salisfactory For Lhe Provincial
Court judges who serve Fogo Island.

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

The Liwme for Oral Questions has
¢lapsed.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

MR, SPEAKER:

There 1is one report I would like
Lo present. TL s pursuant Lo
Section 29, Subsection 1 of the
Parliamentary Commiss loner
(Ombudsman) Act. I am pleased to
say I  have received Lhe 13Lkh
Annual Report of the Parliamentary
Commissioner for the Calendar Year
1987, and I lay it on the Table of
Lhe House.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
memher for Fogo.

Mr. Speaker, I did not rise during
Question Period to raise a furbher
point of order when the Governmant
House lLeader rose on & point of
privilege and conveniently cut ofF
Ehe wmember {or Lhe Stratl of Belle
Isle (Mr. Dacker). I wanl Lo
assure theat somaething does not
happen in this House that I think
might very well bhe dinterrupted as

No. 43 R23156



in that way due to that point of
order that was raised by .the
Covernment House lLeadear. And that
is, his reference Lo Beauchesne on
page 132, Saction 359, which says:
"(10) A qguestion ought not to
refer Lo a shtatement made oulside
the House by a Minister. "

As you read Beauchesne, 1 we were
to follow his line of reasoning,

thern  Ethe Govaernment House Leader
is axacltly correcl. As Your
Honour will know, i“n this

Legislature, first of all, the
first preceédent. for rules is given
to the Standing Orders of this
Legislature, the second is bto the
precedent of the House Itself, and
the third are the rules of the
House of Commons, which happens to
he Beauchesne.

I would make this point to Your
Honour and T would ask for a

ruling on it. It is very
important to how questions are
framed and how they go. Tha
precedent 1in this Legislature has
heen thal you can refer to
slatements made by ministers,

regardless whether 1L is inside
the House or not. You cannot read
a slhaltement, and ifF you do it,
Your Honour has often that it be
required fLhat it be tabled, Rt
certainly reference to stalements
has bheen considered in order in
Lhis lLegislature fFor Lhe nine
years T  have been here and T
suspect for many more years before
Lhadt. .

S0 T would ask, Your Honour, to
very quickly clarify for us that

if yaou take the order of
precedents in which we run this
lLegislature, namely our Qwn

Standing Orders, the precedents of
the House, and then Beauchesne,
that indeed 41t i1s proper in this
House, when pubting a quesktion, Lo
refer to a statement made by a
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minigter.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMS:
Mir . Speakar.
order.

to  thal point of

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order, Uthe hon.
the President of the Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, Mr, Speaker, with respect Lo
Lhe hon. member's argument, T am
rnot guite sure that he is
corract. Perhaps Ehat i his
recollection, which 1is one thing,
but whether or not it s fack,
that is another thing.

My recollection 1is, in fact, if
you do some research, and I am not
sure you Can do it quickly,
because I would think that you
would want to research it fairly
thoroughly, but my recollection
is, 1if you research it, you will
find many references in Lthe past
where there were points of order
raised during Quaestion Period on
that very matter hecause the
mamber was asking a gueslt:ion which
referred to a statement made by a
minister oulside the House. Thare
have been interruptions and points
of order on thatl.

MR. LUSH:
Never, never hefore,

The hon. the member For Bonavista
North (Mr. Lush) does not know
everything. The hon. the Speaker
does, hut the hon. the member for
Ronavista North does not.

Mr. Speaker, I @n not sure that
the hon., -the member for Fogo is
correckt dis whalt he said. But, I
mean, I have no problem, Your
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Honour, can research it.

However, since he bases his case
on the argument thal. precedenls
come bhefore Beauchesne, you will
also find, Your Honour, whean you
do your research, and I am sure
Your Honour already knows it
anvway, that in BReauchesne there
is a reference bthat says a matlber
that was a precedent yesterday is

not necessarily a precedent
today . So that will certainly
wipe aut the hor ., member's

argument . But anyway, we have no
problem, go ahead and research,
Your Honour. I do not think it
requires Cinaudible) debate on
that point of order.

MR. TULK:
Further to that point of order,
M. Speakar,

MR. SPEAKFER:
Further

to  Lhat point of ordar,
the hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

The hon. gentleman is right when
he says that Reauchesne says that
a precedent yesterday 1s not a
precedent today, but he 1s not
right when he says that we do not
run this House by precedent. Your
Honour does not have to, il
suspect, go bhack very far Lo sec
Lthat there have been references
made to statements by ministears
and have been totally in order.
At Teast they -have never beean

ruled out: of order in this
Legislature. He does nobt have Lo

go back, I suspect, past vesterday
or even bhe day before, You could
find anywhere where a member stood
in this House and asked a question
hased on a slatement made by a
minister whebher he was inside Lhe
House or not. That has been Found
Lo be perfectly in order.

The second point that I would make
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to Your Honour is that it would be
Iudicrous din  Lthe extreme, and I
would suggest ko Follow this
chrough would be ludicrous, bto say
that a wember cannot rise and ask
questiaons based on a stabement
that a winister made outside the
House . Knowing the record of this
minister, this government, or any
governmeant for that matter,
possibhly, you would not see &
statement made inside Uthe House,
They would all quite possibly be
made outside, and they could say
exactly what they wanted outside
and you would never he able to
question them on it in here.

MR. SIMMS:
If I may finally, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Very briefly.

Yes, very briefly.

The argument 1s a vary fFaulty
arguinent.  and it is  evidenced by
tLhe fact that the hon. member al
Lhe eand WA s getling confused
himself. He does not make a very
strong arqgument. I can see Your
Honour up there in a great amount
of dismay ‘trying to fFlgure out
what the hon. member was trying to
say and argue . :

It - is a very simple matltar,
Beauchesne says, "A praecedent
vesterday shall not be
acceptable.”" So does Sir Erskin
May . 30 do all the other

parliamentary references used in
bhe British Parlisnentary sysbtem,
Your Honour knows tUthat. So, Mr.

Speakear, hi s arguments are not
very strong. Bult go ahead and
research it We Mave no problem

with 1it. I am sure you will find
all kinds of matoerial.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

To the point of order, T am
certainly going to look up that
matter, It is getling a bit
confusing about exactly how I

should deal with the matter. T
doubt 1f I will have a ruling on
that tomorrow. U understand we

will not be here on Friday. I
will be away on Monday and you
will have. to do without me on
Monday

SOMIE HON. MEMBIRRS:
Oh, shame, shame.

MR. SPEAKER:
so, Tuesday or Wednesday.

MR. SIMMS:
I think you should take three or
Four months to research it. There
is no rush!

Orders of the Day

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):

Today 1ls Private Members' Day, so
I would call on the hon. the
member For Sk. John's East,

The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast.

SOME HON. MEMBLRS:
Haear, hear!

MR. LONG:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank
you, also, hon. membars, For beinyg
so supportive iw the first time I

have been successful 1n having my
Private Member!'s resolution
debated in- the House, Lasl year

it was on the Qrder Paper and we
did not get a chance before the
saession closed to bring it forward.

MR, SIMMS:
This ds your first wmotion?
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MR. LONG:

That is right, my first Private
Member's resolution to be debated
in the House. ’

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I was not sure the
Ministaer {for Culbure, Recreation
and  Youth (Mr. Butt) was sbLill
wi.th us, but I seec he is not too
far away. I would hope he will
ramain within hearing distance for
the next Ffew minutes as T have Lo
introduce  the resolubion. T am
sure the minister and other
members have had an opportunity to
examine the resolution which I
have put on the Order Paper and
which 1s before the House today.

I would say to the minister, din
good fFaith all sides of the House
might c¢ome to an agreement, not
only on the importance of the
essential issue being raised,
which is to draw attention to the
importance of cultural activity,
the c¢ultural community and the
position of dindividual artists and
working arts groups in this
Province, but indeed all sides of
the House and all parties might
come together and adopt Llve
resolulion, perhaps wikthout
amerchnant: .

I might say, by way of
introduction, T will be willing Lo
concede that 1ifF the minister feels
the mobtion is presented in a way
that +1s too restrictive din Lerms
of c¢alling For work to be done by
the time of Stephenville
Conference at the end of July,
then if that is the basis for not
heling ahle Lo support tLhe
resolution, I would certainly he
willing to- open it up and allow
the department to  do  what s
called Ffor in the wotion without
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putting a Liwme Thwit on it

Mr. Speaker, whalt we sec ‘in Lhe
resolution is a call for the
govermienl., for the Department ol
Culture, Recreation and Youth, +to
"himnediately commission" what T
call M"an  dnvestigation with two
shjectives." T will just briefly
note this. I will not deal with
the WHERENSES. -Some of those will
be .made reference to in the
debate. The WHEREASES essentially
lay out the reasons for the need
of an dinvestigation.

Then the resolution asks to
"commission an investigation was
Lwo objectives:

", To produce a comprehensive
survey of the cultural economy of
oyr Province, with specific
reference to markel definition and
audience makeatp ACTOS S
disciplines; spanding levels Or
material supplies and seruvices and
in spinoff activities; all related
employmenl. Factors; Lax revenues,
comparisons of public expenditures
in bthis Province relative to othar
jurisdictions and an analysis of
relative public spending levels on
capital, production and operating
cost:s and direct grants to artisls.

2. To produce, as e as
possible, based on a survey of
working artists, a report on the
economic status of the artist in
this Province."

hat is essenbtially the thrusht of
Lhe resolution. The second BE IT
RESOLVED, which I have already
said I will he willding to
negotiate and, if Lhe winister
sees that as a restrictive part of

Lhe mot-ion, maybe we can change it

"AND  BE (T FURTHER RESQLUED that
Lhe comnisasion of such #an
investigation be supplied with the
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necessary resources to Jdo its job
effectively and quickly and that
representativaes be appointed to
this coinmission from outside
govermment and Finally that the
commission report its findings to
Conference For Lthe Arts scheduled
Lo bhe held in Stephenville at the
end of July."

Mr. Speaker, what T am asking here
in the form of this resolution 1is
a commitment by the government to
put in place a process in which
all wmembers of the soclety, all
individuals and groups active in
khe cultural community, certainly
all members of this House, but in
particnlar the governmnent may be
in a position to bhegin Lo
establish w1k an eye bo Lhe
future a long term view of what we
want Lo do with arlts developnent
and the cultivation af our
culbural cowmunily.

My, Speaker, T i nk Lhe
governmenl has in  bthe past on
occasion heal real difficulty
sustaining a c¢lear and coherent
approach to the Financing of arts
acktivity and to giving official
public support Lo arts groups or
individual arts Dbecause it -has not
had in place any kind of c¢lear,
coherent long Lerm plan with
clearly defined obhjectives and
goals,

We sal some VEears ago the
astablishment of the Newfoundland
and Labrador Arts Council which
Was, in Fact, abk bthe time seen as
a very positive dinitiative, in
parcicular, with Lha parsonal
stamp, we might SAay, of the
Premiar, who had bean eleclead
indeed on a promise of giving his
personal support and comaitmenlt Lo
the arts comnunity in this
Provinece. Then, shorlly afbter his
election, he Followed Ethrough on
his statoed commitmenl: and stabed
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promise’ and iniltiated the
Newfoundland =~ and Labrador Arts
Council, which at the Gbtine was
received 1in a very positive way
and accepted hy the arts community
as essentially a lifeline,
especially For “individual arbtists,
bul. also for some arts groups to
he able Lo access resources and
Funds and to bhe an agency that
would, on the one hand, hre
responsible for carrying out the
objeckives of Uthe government wiih
respect Lo arbts activity. But
also to play another Funclion and
Lhat would he Lo act as an
acduvocate for artists ancl the
cultural community.

Mr. Speaker, thal was some years
ago ., Without being partisan in
the debate here, I think Lo be
honest and certainly to recognize
the wrgency with which I have
brought Lhe motion Forward in
wanting Lo draw the attention of
the House, indeed the attention of
minister and the government to
this issue, that over the years
since the Arts Council was
established we have not seen a
consistent follow through.

n fact, if anything, peoplae in’

the arts community have been
saying thalt upon the establishment
of the Arts Council the governmant
essentially said and the Premier
essentially ~said, "There 1t is,
Lhere is our -inidliative, and bhere
is our bold new undertaking with
respact to the developwent of the

arts in this Province and the Arts.

Council will speak Ffor us. The
Arts Council will also bhe a
central  co -ordinating agency For
artists and the Arts Council can
speak for Lhe arts community.'

So, in a way the governmenlt was
able to say il was nobk necessary
Lo continue any process the
Premier had initiated, once 1L put
in place the Newfoundland and
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.some  places it was ref

Labrador Arts Council.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, in Che
years since the Premier was first
elected, abt a time when Lhe Arks
Council was first put in place,
there was what many people, indeed
in the Province, but indeed across
Lhe counkry, were referring to as
an explosion of artistic activity
in bhis Province, a renatssance in
arred Lo,
Lhe - relurn  to  braditional wmustic,
the incredibly vibrant theatre
scenc, especially dn  SL.  John's
with a number of local thealtre
companias Iheing slarted and
producing indigenous theatre that
WA S Iy and aboul and For
Newfoundlanders

MS_VERGE:

And Corner Brook and Stephenuille.

MR. LONG:

and Corner Brook and Stephenville
were also at that time beginning
Lo come inko Lhedir own in terms of
establishing new organizations and
new levels of activity.

Bul since, then, Mr, Speaker, it
has been clear for anybody who has
been ackive in khis community or
anybody who has bheean paying
alttention to the evolubion and the
continuing development of arts
activity and the development of
cultural community dtself dn this
Province, Lhoere has nol heen any
parallel commitment by government
Lo keep pace wilkh the continued
growkth and activity that comes outl
of the artistic comnunily.

The thealre companics, which were
beginning atl that time, have
golten stronger, They conbtinue Lo
Grow and @xpand and develop
andiences, hoth here in St. John's
and particularly on the West
Coas .
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The Stephenville Festival has
obuiously abttracthed wide
recognition for the success it has
reached in Lerws  of establishing
itself as an dnstitution on the
Wesl  Coast of Lhe Prouvince ULhat
attracts people From all over Lhe
Province, but  also outside Lhe
Province.

MS VERGE :
Anc Thealre
Labrador.

Nawfoundland anc

MR. LONG:

Ancl Thealbre Newf oundland and
Labrador have done great work in
the schools . The Minister of
Justice (Ms Verge) may continue to
remind me of things that T might
leave out along the way, in terms
of being regionally representabtive
of the Province.

S0 the activity has continued and
certainly in S5t John's, Lhe
theatre companies, at the Ltime,
just prior to the establishmenl of
the Arts Council, have continued
Lheir work.

The 1LSPU Hall in  dowmbown S5,
John's 1s continued to bhe a focal
point Ffor bthe expression of what
is vary mu¢h a Newfoundland
character in the Eheatre

community. The LSPU Hall in many-

places and In many ways is seen as
an alternative to the Arts and
Culture Centre in St. John's, and
to  the Arts and Culture Centre
¢circuit, which is nolb to get into
a reflection on the Arts and
Culture Centres and what they do,
but 1s perhaps to recognize the
limitations in  that institution
and what the Arts and Culture
Centre c¢irculbt represents and Lo
reflect on the importance af
giving support Lo  some of  the
activities that area happening
outside tha centres @l Ehe
institutions Lthat have continued
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to attract Fairly consistant
levels of govaermaenlk support and
public Funds over the yeanrs.

It is clear to me, Mr. Speaker, al
this point in time, when we review
Lhre performance of Lhe
NeawilFourd Land and Labrador Ayl s
Council and consider dits ability
to  meet  bthe mandale established
for it in the Act that was set out
in 1980, Ethrough no fault of any
of +the volunteers or staff who
Mave worked hard over the years to
establish the Arts Council, as an
agency Lt has simply been unable
to meet the demands that are
placed on ikt by individual artists
and by the arts community.

In fact, we have seen in the last
couple of years quite a dynamic
develop within the arts comnunity
in this Province as a resullb of &
real tension that existed between
the Aritg Council anc Lhe
government, revoluing arournd
gruaslbions of Financial support.,

Less  han Lhree years ago wWe Al
the full membership of the bhoard
of wirechors of Uthe Arts Council
resign as a form of protest over
whatl, Lhey felt was an dmpossible
position they were placed in,
They said quite c¢learly ab  the
time they could anly, in  good
canscience, leave Lhe office they
had taken on because they could,
in  theilr own  Lterms, not  remain
true to the commitment Lhey
brought Lo Lthe task at hand and,
indeed, to meet the mandate as set
out din the Tlegislation given Uthat
they were not able to receive any
commi twernt from government in Lhe
way of an dincreasing amount of
Funds to disperse to artists yeanr
to year,

So what we saw at the time was the

Arls Council dealing wt bR e
situation in which it was given an
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annual grant by government, and at
least half of that grant - and I
think at times, on occasion it was
more than that = half bthe grant
was going to maintain the offices
and the staff, which, of course,
Wa s necessary. The internal
structure of the Arls Council
would have to be din place, in
order to do any kind of job. Aut
att least half the grant was going
to maintain the administrative
capacity of the Aris Council and
only half was being made available
to artists.

S0 what we have 1s & situation in
wid.ch I:he agency, Wi e WA S
designed very specifically with
the [dntention of funcltioning as a
lifeline for dndividual working
artists, not able bto Fullfill s
mandate.

Mr. Speaker, I might, if I wmay,
broaden the discussion beyond bkhe
Arts Council, although I  think
there +is an important lesson Lo be
learned here in terms of
considering Lhe importance of
where government makes a financial
comnitment and how much of a

financial commitment it 1s willing

Lo make.

There may be some quesltion From
time Lo time of whether the arts
community or arts activity o
individual artists are worth
giving money Lo. T say, in good
Faith, T am sure the Minister of
Culkure, Recrealion and Youth at
times mwust be in @ difficult
position around the Cabinel table
with compelting demands, and T am
quile conscions of the needs, in
particular, of the delivery of
human  services hy  Lhe govearnmenl,
The Department of Social Services,
Faducation and Hea'l th are all
facing severe financial
difFFiculties, but there may bhe a
question of whether it 1s worth
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putting money at all, and maybe
Ehis 1s what we have seen over the
years, that governmment, in the
Face of Tlimited Fiscal capacity
and in & time of financial
restraint, has  sidmply not  been
able to put money dinto what is
seen ko be superflucus activily.

IF today, still, there remains any
question of the absolute
Tportance of focusing oup
attention on the developmant of
onr  cultural raesources, which s
what I refer to in Lhe preamble to
Lhe resolution, [ think wae can see
by recent events, particularly in
Lhe City of St John's, in which
the City Council, For the last
nnber of monkhs, has hean
grappling din a wvery public way
with this whole dssue and btaking a
vary responsible position, I
Ehink, as a municipal government,
but also being Forced in many wWays
hy the artisbs themselues ko come
to a recognition of the actual
economic value, We wight for a
minute leave the question of Lhe
social or cultural value aside and
consider the question of what I
¢call here the cultural economy,
and what: is coming to lhe
recognized in this Province,
finally, the dmportance of seeing
cultural activity as an  industry
that produces economic benefits.

It was quite interesting to see
and  gquite significant, I Lhink,
that the City of St. John's has
just, din  Lthe Tast month or <o,
established for the First Lime
ayar an arls aduisory group. This
arkts advuisory group has been put
in place oul ol A conscious
recognition that the circulation
of  dollears  dn khe Cily of &t.
John's, the amount of economic
activity that ia produced lay
cultural events, working arbisls
and artistic activity of «ll kinds
across all disciplines is actually
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a very significant industry in the
City.

So, the Cily Council has seen it
necessary Lo begin to put in place
some  kind of plan bto addraess Lhe
importance of developing Lhe
cultural dndustiry in hhe City. Tt
ia dmportant not  only to Lhe
artists  themselues and Lo people
who work 1in the arts communily,
administrators and stalff people of
all kinds. The government has, of
lake, been pubbing some of dlks own
community development projects to
work in the arts community, and so
we see a training component in
which people who are in receipt of
social assistance are able to take
on a training programme in  Lhe
arts community, but we see the
people working +in the field, the
artists themselves, and now, we
see  public officials recognizing
the wvalue ©to the whole community
of artistic aclivity. T 16
clear, Mr, Speaker, that we must
bagin o do Lhe s aIne on a
Provincial level.

The Canada Council and Statistics
Canacda, between them have been The
two  central agencies which have
givaen S QN ind of niational
profile to the dmportance of the
culbural economy of  the country.
Tt ds only 1in looking at reports
issuad by Stabistics Canada or the
Canacda Council that we begin to
gaelt some sense of the cultural
industry din this Province. That
1% essentially a thing that

i bringing forward

o]
2

Fdyat e
ouivatead me

is resolution

(&

In participating in some of the
discussion around the York Theatre
proposal at City Hall and Lhe
debate that was happening there, 1
want Lo make reference Lo a report
Ehat Mas prepared by the
consultants who exaninad Ehe
feasibility of the York study. It
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occurred to me when I Ffirst read
this report thabt dn order to wmake
the argument that Arts activity
was  important  to  kEhe economy  of
St. John's, the authors of the
raeport, +the consultants who were
advising City Hall, had te go Lo
the Canada council and Stalistics
Canada for some years past to gilve
an dndication of economic aclivibty
coming out of Lhe cultural
community in St. John's.

T do not have a whole lobk of time,
but I just bhriefly want to read
for the record what bhis
consultant's report says about
Arts activity dn St. John's. Ttk
gquotes the Canada Council as
saying: "Canada Council Figures
show that d4n 1983 the Arts and
Culture sector generatead $42
million 4in the St. John's economy,
including $31 million in revenues
and $11 million din salaries ~and
WAYES . In the $SL. Jobhn's Central
Metropolitan area, the Arts
industry employs ouer 2000 people,
excluding a significant number of
self-employed artisls and arts
workers." I presume Lhey are
including the c¢inemas and some of
the more commercial activity, bul
also  the symphony, the Arks s
Culture, the LSPU Hall, a full mix.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

Yes, across all disciplines. It
was  quilte significant For me Lo
read  that ouer 2000 people ara
involved, presumably {in some Forn
of full-time employment in this
gsector, These are Figurdés From
1983, Also 1in the consultant's
reporlk they have Figureas ¥ om
across Canada from 1986, I would
Tike Co bring bhis Lo Lhe
minister's attention, 41f he hag
not had an opportunity to read ULhe
report: "The contributions of Lhe
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Arts and Culture seclLor to
Canada's gross domestic product 1is
somewhat larger than tohacco,
textile, clothing and plastic
industries and on a par with such
sactors as metals and mines,
utilities and accommodation and
fFood service." So, whalb we see
here, Mr. Speaker, 1is an outline
of the economic importance of the
cultural economy. It is c¢lear to
me Lhat +4in  order Lo begin to
establish for the future some kind
of sense of what we want Lo do
wilh public policy, where the
govermiant. is going o makae
initiatives and break new ground
and bring the community of artists
and people worling in artls
activity, dndividual  artists  and
arts groups across the Province
Fhat are in all our schools, Lhat
are in -every community, people who
have a relationship in one Form op
another to culture, the Tive
cnlture that axisls A1 their
communities and their interest in
participating more and Tearning
more, in order to bhegin to
Formulate a policy, we need to do
some of our own analysis of what
exiskts In  the Province, and we
need to begin to see the resource
that has been existing here for
some ktime, for generations and
centuries.

Indeed, that is bthe way we are
often seen by people from the
outside, as having this incredible
natural resource which has little
or nokthing to do wikh the weallh
of the resources forestry and fish
ancd  mines  and  so  on, bt Lhe
people of Newfoundland,
themseluas, are always seen, if
not dn cultural or economic bterms,
lo be he mnast; interesting
resource that this Province has to
offer,

T think there is a bhroad
recognition  across s country
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that Newfoundland is an
undevelopead region, n fFact,
Newfoundland's representative in
Fhe Federal Cabinet nolt too long
ago talked about- comparing the
ALblantic Region, and Newfoundland
was on his mind, no doubt, as it
usually ds, to the Third World.
There is a recognition that
everything that NewfFoundland and
Labrador as a Province 18
attempting to deal with - we hear
this. all the time from various
ministers talking about bthe fiscal
difficulties of the Province - is
developmenlal . Tt s c¢lear, or at
least it should be clear, that in
considering &  broad development
strategqy For the Province, which
is  obyiously the puruview of  the
government -~ that is the bhusiness
of the gouvernment, Lo Lry and deal
in @ concrete W&y with Lhe
development. of & strategy hto make

full use of all our resources -

fhe Lime has come to  include in
all our planning and our
increasing fascinalion - Lhese
days the Premier quite regularly
comas into Lhe House and promises
new and expanded activity in
science and technology. He is Lo
be lauded for that, sometimes
moreso than at other btimes.

The problems with the greenhouse
are ones that are in front of us
every day, but other btimes on Lhe
commitment to . scilence and
technology, Lhe cold OCean
research, the carth sclences,
thase Ehings, the focus that the
university has on devalopment
sciance ancl Ltechnology, the
Premier gives a good argument.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Mhe hon. wmember's Lime has elapsed,

Just by way of concluding, if T
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ey have a minute or so, T want to
say, particularly to the Minister
of Culkure, Recreation and Youbth,
that when he sits at the Cabinet
Table and Lhere are compel.ing
demands heing macie an Lhe
resources of Lhe Province, lLhe
minister should take some solace
in the Fact thatl inereasingly
across the Province there 1is the
growing recognilion Lhat our
cultural resources are among Lhe
mos . important, and if  Lhere s
ever & question of relabtive need
around  the Cabinet Table, he will
have no  problem, in  political
Lerms, in generating broad support
for any initiatives that the
minister and the government might
Lake in the cultural industry.

Mr. Speaker, I have twenty minutes
more next Wednesday and I will
return and expand on some of these
themes and raise some new ones. I
will he pleased ko allow  the
minister to respond to the motion
Mow .,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Cnllurae,
Recreation and Youth.

MR. RUTT:
Thank you very mich, Mr. Speakaer,

T want Lo  commend Lthe hon. Lhe
member  For St. John's Easbt Tor
bringing forward Ehis resolubion.
While T have some problems with
Lhe word-ing, these are merely
technical wmatters 1in getting it
into dts proper perspective and
Liming. I think we can agree on
it For  the most part. s
important, as well, bthat as it is
the First Privake Member's
resolution that the hon. memnher
had an opportunity to bring before
the House, it dis on a subject that
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he and I have & ot of mutual
understanding and agreement on.
As @ malbltar of Tacl, ik is one of
the wvery few things the  hon.
gentleman and T agreae on,

Neverlhelass, an this tmportant
matter, M-, Speaker, we agree and
agreo wholehearteacdly on the
importance of the cultural
comminity, hobth Trom & social and
cultural point of wview, for bthe
econoinic value of culbural
activities in our communities
around  the Province, bthe kind of
monies that folk festivals and so
on  generalte, and the enployment
created in the performing arts and
yisual arts and so on around our
Province, it is extremely
dTmportant,

I want to tell +the hon. wmember
Lhat T Find very Tittle wrong wilkh
this resolution that he has
brought:  forward except, perhaps,
that I would have had the wording
a little diffFerent., Just ko deal
quickly with the resolution,
because twenty minulbes goes by
very quickly when you are on such
an  cimportant  subjeci, wmy  wording
would have heen a little
different. Nevertheless, 8 Can
leave the first part of the
resolalion Aas it s YRR one
exception, I tGthink, and that is
Lhe secaond WHEREAS: "WHEREAS Lhe
Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council exisils As an Agency
designed to act as a lifeline for
working artists el has bheen
unable to fulfill dits mandate due
Lo the impasiltion of seuare
economic restraints.' That is - 1
will nok say twisted, that is not
a good parliamentary word

somewhat different ULhan the way T
would have put it, Mr. Speaker, I
think, perhaps, the objectives of
the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council are bkto Foster and promotbe
the study, production and
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enjoyment of work in arts through
grants and obthaer means. Thal:  is
really the way I see the role of
Lhe Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council, people who are doing
yeoman service to this Province.

Mr . Speakear, I Ehink it is
important to point out some of the
very significant things that have
happened during the Peckford
Administration in the arts
community here in Newfoundland and
Labrador. As  an  administraltion,
we do not have Lo take a back seat
ko anyone in what We have
initiated and brought forward for
the cultural community oul bthere.
Nobody disagrees thalt more money
i requiraed, T think  the hon,
member  was quite Fair in the
comnent. he made, thalt we have to
compete against socilal services,
hospital beds, roacds,  water and
sawer, and things like thalt, so
YOt have Lo look At it all
Fealistically.

The Cultural Affairs Division of
the Dapartmant of Culbure,
Raecreation and Youth spends about
35 per cent of the departmenlt's
budget. I want to demonstrate
Lhat and give you some Facts and
figures +in that regard, because I
think it 1s dmportant to geb ik on
the public record. I know there
are somne people in the gallerdies
today from the cultural community
and the arts comnunibty and so on,
and perhaps even some of tLthose
people may nokt know the extent of
the money we do spend. I think we
are lacking, by the way, and, as a
relatively new minister din  the
daepartment, it is a greak area of
interest to me, the area that I
Wl to  Focus in o oon, T hopea,
particularly din  the next budget
yaar, is bthe throst btowards homan
presource development .

There +His a lot of money spoeint -in
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the cultural commnunity on
infrastructura. Just in the
administration of the Division,
for exanple, Lhere 06 about
$120,000 a year right now. Arta
and Culbture Caentres cost  about
$1.2 million a year to operate and
when you look all the services Lhat
are voted in other departments for
utilities, bhuilding services,
general maintenance programmes and
so on, il is another $1.5 million.

But there are some  Interesting
things we do here, Mr. Speaker, I
Ehink Ehat are comnendable. While
more money 1is required, and 1
agran thaere 6 more Mmoney
required, I think the dnitiatives
Lhat: my  predecessors  have taken
are commendable. I take no credit
For that oexcepl as & supporting
maemher of this administration,
But in bhe area  of  support  for
cultural aclivities in salaries,
in  bravel  and  supplies,  and  in
those aAreas e spend about
$100,000 +his year. WNe provide
grants and subsidies, including
the Arts and lekters Compelition,
Lhe Publishers Asgistance
Programnma and obhers and et
costs aboul $225,000 or a quarter
of & million dollars @& year,
Programning for Arts and Culture
Centres and second c¢ircuilt wvenues
are costing about $1.3 million a
yaear., Of course, Newtoundland
Pubhlic Librartes, which is a veaery
important  part  of the Cultural
Affairs Division, has a budget of
$5.5 million a year, Mr., Speaker.

The areas T helieve, an mos t
membhers would agree, where I think
we have to Tocus mors attention on
is the grants to the Newfoundland
and Labrador Arts Council which s
presently at $368,000. I bthink
Lhere 1e  a recoginilbion of  bhal,
and it is time For a review.

Towant Lo he gquite candid with the

No. 43 - R2326



hon. member who brought in  this
resolution and share something
with  hin, I take no pride -n
doing it because actually, the
amandcinent which 1 wi 11 put
forward, which I think will not
deskroy anything in Lhe hon .
member's motion but, it W& §
¢learly  what T  intended to do
after Lhe Staphenville Artks
Confarence. T am going Lo be
Lhere, of course, fFront and
cantra,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RUTT:

T mm looking Forward Lo going to
Stephenville in July to meet with
those people, Lo solicit Lheir
wise counsel on many, many areas
of interest in Lhe arts and
culture community.

MR. LONG:

(Inaudible) be there ko listen.

MR, BUTIT:

To listen as well, yes, I will be
there to Tlisten, dindeed. Yes, T
will go to listen and solicit
Lhedr wise counsel because sowe of
them will have, no doubt, wvalued
Lrput: inco Lhat important
conference .,

L could go on and give you a lonhg
Jist ol abthar hings Lha
NDepartment s involued din, M,
Speaker, in secondary c¢ircuits and
SO Qrn. There ds a $30,000 grant
fFor arts and culture centres, arls
and culture facilities, dncluding
the development of 116w
facilities. There 1is $153,000 for
thalb as we'll. For Lhe purchase of
materials and s0  on, there is
$200,000 and that 1s in the Public
Libraries Board area.

I say +this because 1t should be
notecd that the budget allocation
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For bthe Cultural Affairs Division
is the 1largest single amount of
all din the total department:. Ir
the budget allocation Far Lhe
Historic Resources Division were
added Lo the total, it would
account. For 36.3 per cent ofF Lthe
total budget of the Department of
Culture, Recrealbion and Youkh.

T think il Cis  now cddwmportant  we
estahlish a review committee made
np o of warking arlists, the
Department of Culture, Recrealion
ancd Youbkh, statistical agencies -in
the Province, and so on, to review
this whole process, (4. ds  now
time to have a review. It has
been several years in place and it
is now time For a good, Lthorough
revieaw.

The Cultural Affairs Division, Mr.
Speaker, spends $9, 147,000 per
yaear, While T adwit that s not
enough, and maybhe there are some
fFunds in  there that should be
directed more towards human
resource development, it is é
substantial amount of money for a
relatively small department Hin a
relatively small Province. It is
not overwhelming, it it Ls
$9,147,000 per year.

As well, I think, it dis dmportant
to poinlt out thalt we also fund the
MUN  Art Gallery and Lhere are
othaer  departmenls off govermpent
that subsidize and support the
arlts in the procarement programme,
that 1is 1 per cent. For the Jlast

throe years, € think, we have been
spending around $100,000 a year
galhering valuable art work For
all our public buildings. That dis
very Tmportant,

MS VERGE:
The Department of Education,

MR. BUTT:
Yes, the Department of Education
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is  also dnvelved in funding the
artistic and cullbural comnunity. -

Agricultural and Norbthern
Davelopment supports Lhe arts
Lhironugh their rural  developmnent
grants for crafts and so on. That
e an clmporbtant elemenlt when you
look at the total picture.

Rural,

There €1s a fair amount of wmoney
going into the artistic and
cultural community but perhaps
some of it needs re-direction and
Lhat is what this review committee
hopefully will be able to bring
back, necessary recommendations to
government so in the next fiscal
year that can be reflected in- the
hudget.

Mr. Speaker, I want to move an
amencdment:, sacondaed by Lhe
President =~ of the Council (Mr,
Simms), that we delele all lLhe
words  dmmediately din the first
THEREFORE Br [T RESOLUED and
replace it with the following:

"authorize a review commission
wi lLh RIS objoctives" and the
objectives are the same as are in
Lhe hon. wmember's resolultion, one
and two are unchanged.

The obkher parkt of it is to delete
the words after AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED and replace it with the
following, this dis the major part
of the change:

"aND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
Lhe study bhe conducted as a
special project of Uthe Department
of Culture, Recreation and Youth,
involving the NewfFoundland
Statistics Agency, the
Newf oundland and Labrador Aris
Council, the . Departmant of
Finance, cepresentalives  of  lhe
independent working artists, and
ANy other Deparbmaent oragancy
necessary, that special elforts be
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made Lo collect data From
delegates abt  Lhe Conference Ffor
the Arts scheduled Ffor July in
Stephenville; - bthat 1is why that
is so dmportant. We want to have
Lhat  valued dnpul  there Tand
that, din wview of the tremendous
amount. of work required to prepare
adequate questionaires, conduct
research, gather information, and
the response and assimilation time
required to complete & Full and
accurate evaluation of the status
of the arbkists, adequate tilme be
allowed for the completion of this
study, keeping in ind  that the
results should be available by the
end of December 1988 1in advance of
hudget considerations for the
1989/1990 Tihscal year. "

I trust that the hon. member for
54, John's Fast  he nods his head
i approval - recognizes, of
course, ancd said so in his opening
statement, that Lhis amencdment
wonld not destroy  his roesoluition
but would make 1t more acceptable
and  timely For Lhe House, taking
into consideration the dimportance
of the Stephenuille Arts Council.
Could I have somebody to pass Lhis
on Lo His Honour Lo adjudicate an?

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons):
Order, please!

T have read Lhe amendment and I
find it in order.

MR. BUTT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T will just continue and wrap up.
I want Lo address just vary
bhriefly [ e @conomic value of
cultural activities in our
Province and -in our countiry.

T was fortunate enough to atbend a
conference Just recently i
Montraeal where Lthis very topical
subject was being discussed,
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While we had presentations from
the city of New York, Berlin and
places like that, if you wanted to
gscale it down bto our size, din
fact, it c¢learly showed cultural
anc social activities in our
Province can draw hbig dollars dn
Louridist dollars and so on.

IF you Took at  Lhe Stephenvillae
Festival now, that 1s assoclated
as @ kourisin boosbaer in Lhe Aay
St. George area. The Stephenville
festival i we 1Ll kinown now
Lhroughout Fastern Canada and, 1in
Facl, in some parbs of the Umilead
Slutes,

T think those kinds of activities
crealte a bromendous economic value
in certain parts of our Province.
The nany, many other Folk
festivals attraclt people from not
only within the Province, who
travel - they spend money
obvuiously and stimulate employment
and all kinds of good activities
in some mure remobte areas of our
Province -~ hut also, of course,
people whe come in from all over
the United States and Canada.

Just the other day I was watching
television and T saw a couple
heing interviewed from Naw York
down at the Twillingatle folk
Festival and they have been coming
Lo Twillingate now foir bthe last
seven or elght years, They think
it ds the best thing since sliced
hread. They Jove it and they will
come back For bthe next Laen years
hopefuliy. S0 it creates Lhal
kind of  econowic value Lo our
Province and Lo our country.

The final point T wanl Lo jusk
make dn passing ds to bring hon.
members Lup o dale. The
Newfoundland Arts Council now, of
course, is housed in  a buwilding
that 1s less than desirable.

.2329 May 25, 1988 Vol XI.

They will he taking up new
premises in  the historic Newman
properties downtown in late Autumn
of  Lthis year. [ think that is
important. That will be a
permanent homae For the
Newfoundland and lLabrador Arts
Council, people who have dedicaled
a lot of time and effort.

While it has somelimeas beear
controversial, it has cdone & goaod
job, I Lhink, for the artists, for
govermapent  and for tha people of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

I know it has been suggested by
some  people din Lhe arbts community
that this should be a totally
electod hocdy. While Lhat appears
on the surface to e & valry
practical way to go, in Fack, I
think it hag some inherent
complicalions in 1k, T guess that
is one of many subjects that will
he discussed at the Stephenville
Arts Conference.

So, Mr. Speaker, in concluding my
remarlks on Ehis important
resolution, as amended, I hope
that the amendment. I pult Forward
will receive a favourable response
From members of bthe House on bobth
sides and from all parties. 1
look Forward Lo carrying on this
debate in Stephenville in July.

Thank you.

MR. HISCOCK:
M. Speakear,

MR. SPEAKER (Parsons)
The hon. the member for FEagle
River,

MR, HISCOCK:
Fhank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME [{ON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR, HISCOCK:

Thae official Opposition is quile
pleased with the resolution. We
would Tike to see il in & Tittle
bhit mwore of & simple Fform of
Tanguage .

With regard bto "WHEREAS bthe Cily
of St John's is currently
reviewing its financial and poldicy
cominitment Lo civic arts," we
would hope it would not only e in
regard to St. John's that this
resolution would be geared but Lo
the artistic community in the
province as whole,

With the econowmic bheneflits Lhe
artistic community contributes in
this Province, it is abhout time
they get recognition.

The member for Stephenville (Mr.
K. N lyward), Lhe critic For
Culture, Recreation and Youth
hefore we, abktended the conference
out din Gander in 1985. There was
neo repraesentabive therae from
government and we are now pleased
to see thal we have a minister who
seems to be taking at Jeast a
vaerhal “interest in cit. T have A
difference with him when he says
Ehat: aboul $9 million 1is spenlt on
cultural or hisltoric resources in -

MR. RBRUTT:
Look 1in Lhe Budget, old hoy!

MR. HISCOCK:

Maybe the minister might be a
little older than I an, bub T am
no boy, either.

With regard to the $9 million, I
think what he did, Mr. Speaker, is
he drove 4t up because, according
to the Budget, 11 -is $3,887,800,
Now, if you put the libraries in
that, of course, il brings Gt up
Lo $9 milldion. But we also know
Lhat  when you Jook at  this $4
milldion, wmost of this $4 million

.2330 My 25, 1988 Vol XL

is inte dinfrastructure, salaries
anc dinto programnes., The library,
of course, gets the majority of
salarias, He {ailed Lo realize,
particularly with the Tibraries,
low  much  Lthe  library  hours were
cul bhack.

The wmain part of bthe resolulion,
which we agree with, is becauss of
the economic conditions dn our
Province at Ghis time - and Qb is
true. of any c¢ivilization - that
when the economy has a downturn,
the first ones that are culb back
are in the social Field, whether
it be health, housing, education,
and of course, the ones thab are
cut even more are artists bhecause
society, A & whole, ancl
particularly in Newfoundland, have
not realized the contribubion that
the artistic community, by way of
culture and art, conkribubte to the
economic sphere in this Province.

The member fFor SL. John's East
(Mr.  tong) mentioned a study in
1983, I can ask the wminister,
whaen he Lalks about  having  an
in-house study with . extra people
put O Lhal sludy from Lihe
artistic commnunity and Stats
Canada, a lLotal review, T would
hope that he would bhe quicker in
getling his answers oubk on this
study than he did - I still do not
have them - when T asked Lhe
similar questions to hisg
departments on this topic, such
as: How many art galleries are in
the Province? How many people are
employed in them? I asked other
questions about the artists din bthe
Province and we still do not have
ANSWErs

As T poinked out ro the minister,
what happens, Mr. Speaker, in this
Province, which is shamne, ds that
many of  our artists in this
Provinca, pariicularly the mnere
prominent ones, sell their art on
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the mainland. Newfoundlanders
when they are travelling on the
mainland buy the arts with no
sales tax, and have it shipped
bhack, which undercuts our
galleries here Iin this Province.
IL also undercuts Newfoundlanders

who would like to be buying more

art, but because the 12 per cent
sales tax is quike somekhing, do
ot . We did away with it on
craflts, our party bds on record
for the past Lhree or four years
as  saying it should be done away
wilh with regard to art itself,

We @lso believe, Jooking &l Lhe
number fouwr "WHFREAS", the social
consaguences of art, and the [Mirst
resolution, the twoe objectives of
looking al spending levels on
materdial, supplies, and spinoffs,
we  would  hope  Ehat  before the
government gets intoe -~ hecause
Lhey do have fthe majority and no
matter what amendmenltls are done
and  what resolutions are brought
in, Lthe government will have its
day -~ that while we are wailting
for this, government would look at
it as a generator of money and
jobs din this Province and do away
with sales tax related in any way,
shape or form related to the
artistic comnunity, whether they
are buying supplies for their art,
whether they are buying costumes,
whether they are buying props,
whether bthety are getbing Hinvolued
in printing of books, or x number
of obther ways. There the Province
can help dn a very direct way. I
haope that lthe Minister of Finance
(Mr, Windsor) realizes the
conbtribution that the artistic and
cullural fFfabric of our Province
contribulas,

U think 41 is  beginning Lo be

realized Lhat probably this
Province of Newr oundTand and

Labrador has one of Lhe most

vibrant arlistic communities For
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the size of dits population in
Canada, and probably North America
included.

We have seen what happened with

regard to ke Stephenville
Festival. We have seen what
happenead wil Lk the Theatre

Newfoundland and the impact that
jis having on the schools. We saee
also how the LSPU Hall has
strugygled ovar the Years bt
continued to keep going. They had
o uwse various means of, getlting
money, 1like Canada Works Projects
andl other social sarvice
programnes .

Rul when you look at Lhae Arts and
Culture Centres in the Province,
we buill one in Labrador City. We
know what the players in Labrador
City are doing in  Lheir acting
abilities at Lhe festivals, hut
when they neced sowmebhody to go dn,
and they are having groups going
into Labrador City, what happens?
They have bto bring in technicians,
they have Lo bring in support
staff. We are not having any
programmes there we Can Lrain
local people in +the community as
part-time people in other jobs,
full jobs, and they can he getting
involued dn other areas, or we are
hot looking at having a hase where
we can have Four or Five or Len
people employed in the Department
of Culturs, Recrealion and Youlth
thalt can travel around Lo Lhe
yarious Arts and Cullture Centres,
as well as schools, - as well as
alhar  communily Facililies et
are used,

So, I am disappointed, from the
Minister's point of view, when he
gets up and says, 'We will give
368,000 Lo Lhe Arts and Leblters
Competition, an increase af
$10,000, Wilth regard to Permanent
Anniversary and Celebrations in
Lhe brudgaet:, Ckhere 16 ouar
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$11,000." T can go on with regard
to other groups in the Province,
saying the amounl of money that ‘is
given. And we are talking about
$40 and we are Lalking  abont
$R0,000 and we are talking about
$100,000 and $150,000.

(F you btake onl the projeclt mane
Ehat s given to the arlistic
comnunity #ncl given o the
cultural groups that they actually
have use of, bthat they can btake il
and take time and research a play,
or research a book, or Lo get
involved, we probably only have,
Mr . Speakear, altogether, only
$200,000 out of the $9 million, if
you include the libraries.

So what the artistic comnunity -is
saying is that you have to give us
more money with regard Lo
production and producing of
material and plays, and obher
forms of cultural events. The
infrastrucltures are okay, and T
think that this d4s one of the
disagreements Lhat some supported
and others did not support, the
idea of the York Theatre.  T& s
another infrastiructure.

We have the dnfrastructures here
in the City, and, of course, wa
would Tike to have more, hult the

Brottom THine st 1 comes cown
What ds the sense of having an

AriLs andl Culbure Centre in
Labrador City and having it closed
twelve months of  the year, and
probably only having it one month
open entirely? [t probably would
have been better, but again, an
election ploy, it would have bheen
bhetter to give so much money to
upgrade one of the gymnasiumg In
the schools and then take that
obher money a@nel gelk into A
production element.

So, our party, in particular,
wonld Tike Lo see wmore money put
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inlao Lhe production level, T
believe this study could look at
ways  of  how to find more money,
whether it 1% Ffrom the corporate
SPONSOrs, whelther i 1g Fyom
private, whether it is Ffrom match
Funding, there are many obher ways
Lhat 1t could he done. I do think
Pmmediate aclion can bhe taken by
way of getting rid of the sales
Lax on various groups.

Prince Fclward 16 visiting the
Province and they are having an
evant at the Arts and Culture
Centre. I brought that up to the
mi e tar during the Fstimalbes.
And the only reason I brought up
whether people support the
monarchy or not, or any
internat:ional person coming to bhe
Province, is because we should be
using the dinternational press to
display our art, and to  gilve
exposure ko ourr writers a@ndl
special events, etc, I ask the
minister, since btha Prince Edward
has a great interest in the arts,
ancd it s his livelihood, Whether
he is going to make sure that the
arbistic comnuniby will as a group
display art and writing, as well
an productions, in An open
atmosphere rather than just
sitling in a btheabroe and wabtching
people perform.

With regard to Soireé '88, there
are also major anniversaries and
other events coming up 1in ke

Province, as well ae major
conventions; the NTA, for examnple,
are having Ehetr national

convention in the c¢ity in June.

Is the Department of Culture,
Raecreakion and Youth having any
dialoque with Lhe artistic
comnunity so  bhat  Lhey can  at
least know when various events are
taking place in this Province, and
working on having some of our art
displayaead ancl aur Fheatrical
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groups performing at  the
national conventiong?

major

of ficials in the
departinent could correlate
information and get it out to the
artistic community to let  Ehem
know what groups are coming.

Mr . Spaeaker,

Lekters Competition:

had to reorganize that
two  or  three categories

order to make the
prize money @&  half
decent award. That amounl has not
been -increased +in the past Fifbeaen
or sixteen years, o more. Is the
Department. of Cullture, Raecreation
and Youth commissioning any plays,
or music, or sculpbtures?

The Arts and
They have
and put
together in
amount of

The Province started out on & good
Footing, and I commenced the
Premier over Lha past nine years T
have been here for taking the Jead

and  Lthe Mipister of Juslice was
partly responsible -~ in sebtlting up

the Arts Council.

Rut the amount of money Lhat was
given 1in 1979, when I was first
elected, has not keplb up with bthe
rate of dinflation, with the rate
of expenses, Govermnent are

patting themselves on the back all
the time  and the minister g
notorious for it, and getting up
and saying, Look, we spent $9
million. What more can we spend?

realize,
has Lo
Province

bhudgel, the

My. Speaker, we have to
and the arlistic comaunity
roald za, alaem that e

A [ I SRS IS 1 LR RS L IV )

is  on & shoestring

soles are out of dt, the laces are
gone, the heels are gone, and bLhe

apart . We have
have schools in
without proper
hospital bheds are being
people are working For
it wage,  people
hungry, single mothers

Teather s
a bhig
this
equ ipnent.,
closed, our
almmost.  Lhe
are  going

falling

cdaelicit, @
Province
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o

do not
artistic
Province
is not

care, 80 e
community as well as the
must  realize that money

tLhe answer, that we just

cannot pour 1k out and give more.

If it were the answer, we could

horrow another $5 bhillion but

somebody has to pay for it in the
and ., '

have day

But what this government can do is

raise the WVisihility of our
artists and their contribution to
the Province. N Fair  number of

our society believe they
tolally On govarnmaent
that Lhey do not
anything. The  sludy
mentioned by the member Ffor St.
John's Fast proves how much  they
contribute. Go to Stephenuille.
Aslk  Lhe member For cephenuille
contribute,

people in
depend

handouts,
conkribnle

how much they When T
was  teaching in Fortead, Labrador,

youbth high
which we

with the
fFesbiuval

involved
o rainas

I was
school

won, we then went to St. Anthony
and won  Lhat region, and then Lo

Crand Falls.

the
the

The minister
governient pat
shoulder and say, we now have
drama in our schools. Do we have
competitions for young playwrights
1 the high school systen? When I
attended that festival T was
amazed, U btruly was, Lhat  the
majority of Lhe plays were written
by the students Ehemselves, This
is where I think we as a Province
should be going, gebklting into more
awards and commissioning plays on
A professional  Jlevel. Rut wibth
regard to nurturing the younger
onas in the high school sysbem and
getlting them dnvolved, I Chink
that can easily be done, when you
consider the Premier goes around
in @ Limoustine and has his $2000 a
night hotel rooms, and when you
consicer thal ministers now have
somekthing like Fiflteen press

taps and
themseluaes on
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secretaries at almost $30,000 a
year each, fifteen of them, Mr
Speaker, government says they do
nolt have the money, yel they are
spending it din ways that are
wasteful,

We support Lhe resolulion, e
will Jook al the amendment.,
because it will bhe debataed next
weak ., We will Lallk with Lhe
mewmber Tor S5t. John's Fast and any

mambenrs of the artistic
Comaunt iy . T inuvilke membhers of

the artistic community who are in
Lhe gallery bto give bheir comnents
to myself or to Mr. Kevin Aylward,
Lhe member for Stephenuville, on
how they perceive the amendment.

One of the things that has to be
answered Ls why do we need Lo
spend money on a study which is
going ko cosk $200, 000 or
$500, 0007 Perhaps we should look
at the possibility of a seleck
committee of the House, from which
e are paid, and having
professional staff and people from
the artistic commnunity travel wilh
them, and all Lhe expense will
then be Jlooked affer by Lhe House
of Assembly and will not come out
of general revenue as such, Lhe
end result being the $200,000 or
Lhe $500,000 conld then be Lurned
over to the artislic community.

T think some of those Uthings havae
o he discussed. I do not knoiu
whether the mamber For S6L. John's
Faal i6 aslking For a Royal
Commission or nol. We know the
commission on health care cost
about. $4 wmillion. The miniskter 'is
saying he wants Lto have a study

done . T believe Lhe artistic
community wants to have a study
done . Oor does Lhe artistic
community want recognition given

by this Province Lo Lhe
contribution they are making? 1f
that 48 the answer, one of the

L2334 May 25, 1988 Vol XL

things I believe this resolution
can do is at least, and T hope Lhe
media will be reporting it, raise
Fhe Jevel of consciousness of our
people to what the artistic and
culbtural comnunity  cis  doing  to
improve Lhe @conomy of our
Province .

Once  Lhey raealize it corporare
and private people will obhviously
get behind them & Litile bil wmore,
as will government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK:

I do helieve, no matter which Form
or shape 1t Lakes, we should be
travelling around the Province to
raise bthe profile of the artislic
community. Mr . Speaker, in
concluding, we have nmot  be in
power for the past seventeean
years, but we support bthe artistic
community, and we hope, M.
Speakear, to see Lhe day, which
will not be too long from now,
when we  will he in  power wikh
fresh ideas and be able to do some
of the things that need to be done.

SOMF. HON., MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

SOMF HON, MEMBERS:
Hoar, hear!

MS VERGE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr . Speaker, the same s the
previous two speakers I want Lo
start by praising the member Ffor
St John's Last For initiating
this debate on the arts. I think
it s quike constructive for  all
of us to spend-- a couple  of

af bernoons talking abhout Lhe
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importance ol Lhe arts o our
Province and reflecting on  how
each of wus and bthe govermnent can
do more to recognize the wvital
Force of the arts in our Province,
and search For ways Lo provide
better supporl Lo our artisls.

Secondly, I want Lo congratulale
him for putting forward what I see
as guite a useful, practical
suggeslion for action. I do think
Lhat the mokion has been Lnproved
by the amencdment made by the
Minister of  Culbure, Recreation
and Youth. I hasten to add that
the amenchnent, in oy  view, cdoes
not: take away at all from the
sithstance of the original wmobtion,
that the meat of the wmobkion wmade
by. the member For SbL. John's Fast

i atbdill there., The  amendment
sianply calls Tor i moc i i iad
approach Lo carrying out Lhe

s tudy, A s1ighlly Wifferant
composiltion of the study team, and
provides For a longer tiwme Frame,
bhut still short enough to

incorporale Lhe s tudy Fincdings
into the preparation of the next
provincial hudgel . .

I think the amenchnent sebts oul a
realistic Lbime frame. Betweean now
and kthe end of July is not really
enough Lime to do the work
reguired. The deadline is, as T
say, in time for the next
provincial  hudget. The revised
time Fframe allows for input from
the artists who will come togetbther
at the ConTerence in Stephenville
abt khe and of July.

The amended cowmposition of lhe
atudy team dintegrates bolth public
officials, public servants who are
with the Department of Culture,
Recreation and Youlth, who «re wibth
Lhe Deparltment of  Finance, the
Department of Fducation, who work
Tor Lhe  Newfoundland Statistics
Agancy, Lhe stalff and members of

L2335 May 25, 1988 Vol XL

fhe Provincial Arts  Council, an
the one hand, they are people
working WA l:hea Provingial
Government public sector, and it
also includes representation from
independent working artists. So I
think there we would have the best
of both worlds and have the
acdvantages  Cthat  would flow from
involuement of both sectors, who
will have, obviously, an ongoing
responsibility to develop the arts
in the Province.

Nlso, the approach is reasonably
economical. I agree with Lhe
comnenls  made earlier about  the
need to carry out a meaningful
study without spending a Jlaot of
money ., Recause, after all, what
we wonld Tike +to end up secing is
all available public resources for
Fhe arbs nob going dnto studying
the arts or administering Lthe arls
but  actually assisting  aetdsbic
activity dtselfl. For all those
PEASONS, T Ahink Lhe  amenchnent
made by Lhe minister is an
improvement:,

T would Thike bto nexbt make some
comments about Lhe planned
Prouvincial Conference For Lhe
Arts, set to take place in
Stephenville at bthe end of July,
This 18 the second such Provincial
Conference For the Arts; the First
was held in Gander ~a couple of

years ago ., This ConfFerence is
being planned by a Committee made

Lhp of working artists and
supporters of the arts in Western
Nawfoundland, sowe of  bthen Tiuing
in Stephenville and others in the
Corner Rrook area, From what T
krngw, the Conference planners have
Laken a wvery good approach to
setting the agenda and laying the
grouncwork For Lhao Conference,
They have convened meetings of
profassional artistis in St John's
and in  Corner Brook. They have
wr i lben artists throughout bhe
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Province soliciting +their ddeas
about what they would like to see
happen at the Conference, what
topics they would 1like to see
dealt with at the Conference.

The meeting in Corner Brook was
held around the wmiddle of April.
An artist there called an invited
me to sit in on the meebting, which
I was glad to do. It was held on
a Sunday afterncon and there was a
good turnout. The Chairperson of
the Conference Organizing
Committee, Ken Livingstone,
chaired that meeting. AFLer
listening to some of the
discussion from +the Corner Brook
area artists, and then hearing a
report from Mr, Livingstone an the
suggestions made at +the earlier
St John's meeting, it became
clear that one of the topics
artists consider deserves priority
on the Stephenville contents
agenda is provincial government
funding for the arts.

At that point, I suggested to the
conference planners that in
advance of the conference they get
from the Department of Culture,
Recreation and Youth a statement

about existing funding, with
sufficient detail +to allow for
good analysis. It seems Lo me

Lthat while there is a need to look
at bhe sufficiency of funding, the
abhsolute amount of dollars going
from the provincial government Lo
the arts, there is also a need to
address  bthe structuring of that
Funding, the allocation of the
funding, Lo see 1fF there cannot he
ways of reallocating some of the
money to get better return on the
investment.

At any rate, that suggestion was
well received and, I understand,
has been acted on. Because in
speaking to of ficials of the
Department of Culture, Recreation
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and Youth, I was told that indeed
they were working on procuring

such a statement of provincial
funging for the arts For the
Stephenville Conference
Comnittee, I am one of Lhe MHAS
intending to sit in on that
conference ., I look Forward to
hearing what the artists suggest
For improving the quality af

artistic activity in the Province,
and For dimproving support from the
public sector and the private
seclLor. So, the Stephenville
conference promises to  be very
benefFicial Lo arbtilsts and Lo the
provincial gdovernment.

The study proposed in the member
For SL. John's East's motion, I
think, has a numbher of very good
Features. I like the fact that it
calls for a study of the cultural
economy and then breaks that down
into a number of subheads: market
audience, spending on supplies and
services, related employment, and
tax revenue. I SUppose those
three can be grouped under the
heading, Economic Benefits. It
then calls . for an analysis of
public funding and a comparison of
public funding given +to the arts
in our Province with what 1s
provided ko artists in other
jurisdiclbions.

I also like the second part of the
study, which will he an
examinaltion of working artists and
their economic status. I think it
is  wvery dmportant, acltually, Lo
have a comprehensive study of all
these dissues carried out dn a high
profile way, hecause, I  think,
while some of us are Familiar with
some of these characteristics of
our Province, nob enougih of us
have the full picture. Quite a
hit of good, I Lthink, will come of
having that full picture made out
and publicized. For example,
perhaps the Stephenville town
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council, as a group, will
apprecialte mora than they do now

the value of the Stephanville
Festival to Lhe @conoiny of
Stephenville. That 1is just one

small example.

Qther municipalities throughout
the Province, the c¢ity of Corner
Brook being another example, I
think, on gaining a hetter
understanding of- the full value of
artistic activity in their areas
may be prompted Lo give a support
that d1is deserving to artists in
their areas. S0 those features of
the proposed study, I certainly
agree with.

I would like to see, as I say, an
examination not only of the level
of provincial government Funding
but also of the structuring of - the

Funding. I would also like an
indication of artists
prioritization of possibilities
for improved funding and

restructured Funding.

There are a number of ideas that T
have discussed with artists, for
example, increasing the level of
funding given to the Arts Council
which they 1in  turn allocate to
working artists. Another example
is a reduction of or even an
elimination of fees charged by the

Arts and Culture Centre to
reésident professional performing
artists and arts companies. My

third example dis the elimination
of a sales tax on visual art; that
now kbrings dinto the Province about
$100,000 a year. These are three
possibilities. It would he useful
for the government +to hear from
artists what priority they
collectively attach to those
ideas, and undoubtedly there are
lots of other ideas artists will
lay out for us of measures Lo
improve support for thaem.
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Right now the Department of
Culture, Recreation and Youth s
spending quite a lot of dits money
for the performing arts through
the operation of arts and culture
centres. It is clear that these
centres serve a lot more Lhan
artists, although the titles, and
I think the original dntention,
suggest that the primary objective

is to support professional
artists. But, nevertheless, the
centres are used for schools, for
christmas cancerts, For
graduations and amateur artists,
and those are all worthy

dctivities.

I would 3like to see this - study
examine indepth the way in which
the arts and culture centres are
being administered, the priorities
that are being assigned by the
administrators of the centres bto
the competing users. The way the
centraes are admninistered now is
essentially a centralized St
John's bureaucraltic mocdel. The
minister has dindicated to me that
he 1s quite keen on looking at
alternatives to this style of
administration. It seems to me if
we were to move to a decentralized
approach through which local and
regional activity and dngenuity
are fostered, we would get more
use and value from our arts and
culture centres. I would like ¢to
have a search made for ways of
using the arts and culture centras
to encourage local dynamism,
Secondly, I would like an
examination made of the scheduling
of the arts and culture centres
and the assignment of time for

various users. I bhelieve priority
should be given to prouviding time
to resident professional arts
companies and artists, with A
lower priority given to
non-resident touring groups and to
residaent school groups or
amateurs. I think the focus of
No. 43 R2337



our arts and culture centres

should be on working professional

artists and arts companies in the
Province.

I believe that there are ways,
even within the existing budget,
for the arts and culture centres
to get a much better reburn for
the arts in our Province from
those buildings.

I would Tike to digress for a
minute and say that I think we are
very Fortune to have the arbts and
culture facilities we have. Many
other provinces, through their

representatives, have expressed
some envy of our facilities. But

the challenge we face 1is gekting
hetter use from those facilities.

T would also like to say that I ain
very encouraged by the initiative
shown by the present Minister of
Culture, Recreation and Youth din
carrying out a comprehensive
review of his department's
Cultural Affairs Division of the
arts and culture centres
administration, and I am pleased
with the enthusiasm he displays
for the arts as minister.

Now, all that was directed at
provincial government support for
the arts in our Province, which is
of critical dimportance, but, Mr.
Speaker, 1t 1is equally -“mportant
to acknowledge other sources of
funding: and support for Lthe artls.
There has been mention made of the
other levels of govarnmenl,
municipal government, the federal
government, the Canada Council,
which is an agency of the federal

government, Ffor axample. In one
of the reciltals to the motion the
member For St. John's Fast wnakes

mention of and praises recent
steps taken by the City of St
John's to foster the arts in this
municipality and, as the menmber
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for Eagle River (Mr, Hiscock)
says, it 1s equally important to
address the roles of tLthe other
municipalities in the Pravince.

St. John's has taken the lead. I
think Lhe Deputy Mayor of St
John's personally deserves sOme
credit  for that. The City of
Corner Brook has not tLaken as
comprehensive an approach yet, hut
in the last couple of years has

provided a Timited amount of
funding to  Theatre Newfoundland
and lLabrador, which is the

resident professional Theatre
company +in Corner Brook, and I was
gquite encouraged to see Lhat
development.

I would hope bthat this study will
perhaps be a catalyst for more -and
hetter action by municipal
governments in the Province. The
federal government clearly has
most of the public resources; most
of the tax dollars shelled out by
citizens of this Province go to
the federal government. The
Canada Council is the major source
of public Funding for artists
throughout Canada.

I look forward to seeing the
results of this study's comparison
of Canada Council funding to
artists in our Province and to
artists elsewhere din Canada. I
would also like Lo see a breakdown
of Canada Council support Lo the
diffarent Fegions of our
Province. From what 1 know,
artislts 1in our _ Province are notb
getting a Fair share of Canada
Council funding and perhaps 1f we
can identify the shortfall, we can
more aggressively geb afber Lhe
Canada Council and the federal
governmeni to give a more
deserving level of funding and
support to artists in our Province.

Apart from the public sector, Mr.
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Speaker, it is critical Lhat
private individuals and firms and
husinesses give supporlt to Lthe
arts. Under those headings, we
can  talk about corporate support
and tax dincentives for business
support for the arts. We can also
talk about audience development,
and each of those, I Lthink, are
covered in the terms of reference
for the study in the motion.

Finally, in the couple of moments
remaining to me, Mr. Speaker, I
would like Lo speak as the member
for Humber East in acknowledging
the contribution of the arts to
that district din the Province.
Humber East dincludes part of the
city of Corner Brook and the lower
Humber Valley. In that area the
activity over the past few years
of Theatlre Newfoundland and

Labrador, Edmund MclLean is
artistic director, Julia Rank, a
dancer and dance instructor,
Eileen Woolridge and Shawn

Steffler are visual artists;
authors and poels, stich as Al

Pittman and John Steffler, have

all made Humber East district and
Corner Brook a much bhetter place
to live.

Qur quality of 1lifFe has been
enriched because we have those
people working there, because we
have those groups working there.
Some of those people have lived
Lhere all their lives, others have
moved there more recently. They
have been inspirations for each
other; there has been good mutual
support among artists there. Some
of Lhe artists who have moved
there” in the past few years tell
me that one of the reasons they
were drawn to the area 1is the
natural scenic heauty . Another
Feature that pleases them is the
kind of encouragement and help
they get from other artists.
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That is really good Lo see. Some
of the improvements they have
contributed Lo cannot be measured
in dollars and cents, but, 1
suppose, somebody omnipotent could
link their contributions Lo
husiness devaelopment and economic
development . It seems to me, with
the dAnformation age and future
technologies, ecohomic activity
will bhe possible pratty we Ll
anvywhere on  this globhe, and
investors and managers will have
broad choice in geographic
location, and quality of life will
be a wvery dimportant factor in
their determination. S0 in  the
case of the Corner Brook area, the
fact that we have a thriving arts
community will be a draw for
business and dinvestors bto Corner
Brook. It is a nice place to
live, and the artists who are
producing there have made it even
a better place to live.

There are economic contributions
heing made hy +the artists which

can be measuraed on Financial
statements. Some of Lhese
indicators are numerated in the

motion. Obviously, they are
living there, thay are buying
goods and services there, they are
paying taxes, Lhey are employing

people. Theatre Newfoundland and
l.abrador employs gquibe a Few
people, some permanently yaear

round, others on contract.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. minister's time is up.

MS VERGE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In SUMmary Lhen, I am quite
delighted, actually, that Lhe
member  for St.  John's East has

made this wmotion. The call for
the study 1is & good inove. I
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helieve it will constructively
contribute to the development of
arts in our Province, which I see
as critically important. The
slight amendment does not detract
from the essence of the motion, it
just suggests an altered way of
carrying out the study which will
ensure that it is reasonably
economical, it does not cost an
arm and a leg, and it does nobt eat
up money unnecessarily which
should and could he given Lo
artists and arts activity, and
gives an enlarged time frame Lo
incorporate Cinput “From the
Stephenville confFerence, but
cutting off the process 1in time
for dincorporation of resulbs -in
Lhe next provincial government
budget.  Thank you.

‘'SOME _HON . MEMBERS:
Hear, heanr!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville,

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

It is a pleasure to rise today
debating the motion put forward by
the member for &St. John's East
(Mr . l.ong) . Sitting hera and
listening ko the Minister of
Justice (Ms  Verge), - I must say
here comments were quite good and
gave a good understanding of @
number of the 1dssues involved, I
appreciate her offorts, especially
in the West Coast of Lhe
Province.

I maybe would give some acdvuise Lo
the Praemiar, that he would
consider here as the next Minister
of Culture, Recreation and Youth,
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as a matter of fact, since she has
such.a good knowledge. - I am sure
she will provide that wisdom to
the hon. minister, and I am sure
she does so.

It 1i¢ a pleasure to rise today
here to speak on the resolution,
to talk about arts funding and the
situation with artists in this
Province . Stephenville has beaen
mentioned here a number of times
today for many good reasons.

The Staphenville Festival will be
celebrating its tenth anniversanry
Lhis  Summer and is  undertaking
another major programme. I am
looking forward Lo seeing a good
number of people from across tLthe
Province atlend Lthe festival., It
has made a tremendous
contribution, as have the other
festivals around the Province, bhut

specifically in the area af
Stephenville, both in the

economics of the area and also in
the social area.

It provides to many people an

attraction to come to bthe area,
Bay St. George. It has now become
a major attraction din Atlantic
Canada and indeed Canada. It has
become part of a programme that
has been launched now by Lthe town
of Stephenuille who last year got
into some debate about the basics
of the money support, but they

have straightened out Liatk
position and they are providing a
very strong Seommitment and,
hopefully, stronger Financial
support s coming up. They are
promoting the Stephenville

Taestival across Canada and I am

hoping Lo see the tenth
anniversary be the most successtul
vear we have seen.

I would also like to thank Edmund

Mcl.ean who has so ably and very
quickly offered to take over the
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directorship of the Stephenville
Festival for the Summer, bhecause
of the recent passing of Mr.
Mazumdar who wmade such @ great
contribution to the Stephenville
Fesltival of the Arlts over Lthe past
number of years, To Mr. Maclean
Lhe Stephenuille Festival will owe
a great debt.

Speaking of the arts conference,
which is coming up in Stephenville
the Summer, it will provide, I
think, & good concentrabion on the
issues that artists and people in
the arts community face. It will
give a concentration on the direct
issues Lthey must deal with on a
daily basis and hopefully it will
provide some realistic solutions
to some of the problems they are
facing.

I think maybe weg, over the past
numbher of years, have talked a lot
about it but when it came to
initiative or action to be taken,
we have hesitated, for whatever
reason, and have not brought
Forward the proper policies or the
proper direction.

I think it dis time we in Lhe
political arena listen more
acutely Lo people in the arts
community so we can provide what
is needed out Lthere, a good sound
policy which deals with the issues
and the problems they face.

I welcome the motion put forward
by the member for St. John's East
and I think that out of 1it, and
the government seems to indicate
now they are looking veary
seriously at getting a review done
of the situation, of the problems
Lhat are being faced out there,
that maybe we can see ouk of

Stephenville in July some
solutions to the problem and a
real policy on paper that

indicates . the perspectives of
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people in the arts community and
also provides a way to deal with
problems.

There 1is no doubt din my mind,
being from the Stephenville area,
that the arts community
contributes a great deal to Lhe
economy, but I think also you
raise it up a bit and it
contributes to the social Ffabric
of the Province. We have such a
wide variety of people and groups
in the artistic comnunity that are
contributing a great deal. Many
times, I think, they go unnoticed
but the provincial government is
starting to do something and more
needs to be done.

It is time we recognize the
contributions they make in Lthe
Province and the acclaim they have
received from all over Canada and,
of course, internationally. We
have people in this Province who
have done vary well and are
contributing a great deal Lto the
fabric for which we all live
herae.

We have a number of problems, Mr.
Speaker, that we and many people
Face in the Province when it comes
o a variely of other issues, but
in  putting forward a kind of
abtitude and a spirit, M .
Speaker, I think we rely a great
deal on the arts community. Their
contribution cannot be undetr
estimated. I think maybe that has
hean done: in the past be it
through the fault of nobody as
such but Jjust that Lhe
concentration of they have been
ahle to do and what they
contribute has not been seen.

I am optimistic this review which
is going to be done will see some
realistic solutions brought
forward. I appreciate the
comments made by the Minister of
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Justice when she suggests some
things that can be done to help
witkh Lhe funding mechanism
provincially. I also agree with
her when it comes to talking about
funding from the Canada Council.

I have had some discussions with
the Stephenville Festival people
over Uthe vyears and other artist
groups in the communities and the

proper funding and proper
recognition from the Canada
council may be has not been coming
forward. We should push, as a
government, as much as possible to
make sure that that is

recognized.

When we talk aboult the funding
mechanism, which 1s very dimportant
to the artists in the Province and
to the professional associations,
we must realice when we talk about
trying Lo gelt money from the
private sector, Lhe Stephenville
Festival, and Cheryl Stagyg who has
bean Lhe administrator of Lhat
festival and who has done very
well, when we look at the private
sector funding, we must be careful
because in the Province we have
here right now, we do not have a
great deal of private sector
business and industry. We have to
probably educate and bring forward
some incentives for businesses and
business people to c¢ontribute more
to the arts community, but we must
also realize that we cannot throw
the burden fully so much towards
Ehem.,

We have as a Province, I think,
more of an inherent responsibility
Lo deal with the problem and to
put forward more funding moreso or
in proportion more than you would
in Ontario or wherever because the
private sector there is much, wmuch
larger as a percentage, as a per
capita then we have hera, T bthink
we have more of a responsibility
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in this Province wilth our unique
culture and with the talent we
have in the Province to promote it
moreso than other provinces. So 1
think the provincial government
has that responsibility and that
responsibility should be addressed.

Mr. Speaker, 1in looking at the
amendment and also Lthe motion put
forward, you cannot disagree with
the Thon. member for St. John's
East (Mr. Long) when he talks
about the funding and so on, the
economic adversity and the
consaquences thal are being faced
by people in the arts community
and, dndead, in the Province. So
these problems have Lo lre
addraessaod.

Oone of the Lthings this provincial
government did a number of years
ago to Lry Lo address the problem
was a provincial Arts Council that
was  brought -in. I have Lthe act
here, Mr. Speaker, under which it
was brought in.

The purpose of the Arts Council
was to foster and promote the
study, enjoyment of, and
production of works in the arts of
the Province and encourage the
preservation and public awareness
of cultural heritage. The objaect
of the Council was also to advise
the wmwinister with respect Lo the
development aof arts in the
Province.

T think the Arts Council over the
years, especially when there was
some controversy a few shorbt years
ago, was not preceived hy the
government of Lhe day to he
Fulfilling, mayhe, that role. But
I think now, Hin the past number of
months, bthe provincial government
and the new minister, as he seams
Lo  dndicate, feel we ' are on a
sound Tooling and thalt everybody
seems to be going din the right
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direction. I would hope that that
is the case and we will see a
concerted effort to see the Arts
Council of the Province working
with the government of the day and
also the artists and the dgroups
that are out there that are
striving ahead, I hope we will sce
that gel together when we come
together in Stephenuille. When we
see Lhe agenda put forward by M-,
Livingston who has bheen working
quite hard to put together the
efforts in Stephenuille.
Hopefully we will see those things
gel together Lo provide, as T say,
some realistic, on-paper solutions
and 1incentives that will see Lhe
problem being dealt with when it
comes to funding for the arts and
the other idissues, when it comes to
the responsibilities of the
government and the people within
the arts community.

I am glad to see Lthe Arts Council
is going to have a new
headgquarters in Lhe Newman
Building. I think that is a step
forward for the Province. T think
it 1s a step forward for the
Council.

One of the problems Lhey ware
facing at the time a couple of
years ago was the Funcling
maechanism. ~They were getlting so
much Funding, say it was $200,Q00,
and 1t was costing them about 40
or 50 per cent of their budgel to

operate an office, rental
expenses, sacretaries, atc.,
whatever. Tt W s costing in

operational expenses alone half
their budget which meant that they
could hardly concentrate on the
funding of artists in the
Province., That was & problem, I
think, they were trying to deal
with which they were not really
treated fairly for. At least now
I am happy to see they are going
to be put into a cultural building

2343 May 25, 1588 Vol XL

of the Province. Hopefully that
will help din their promotion of
the arts in the Province, and also
they will have to deal with this
problem of coming up with the
dollars Lo run the office, which,
T think, in this day and age they
shiould not have to be worrying
about, They have a mandate and we
should try and help them with that
mandate as best we can and within
our capacities.

I think also one of the things the
Stephenville Festival people have
been able to do is Lo getb a fair
bit of private sector money put
into the arts and the operation of
the Stephenville Festival. That
is  something I think we should
look seriously at, especially dn

St. John's and e higger
centres. Contributions from
hbusinesses would help in

offsetting the costs and it would
also see, I think, more of a

consensus and a general
co~operation amongst people in the
Province. Because the

beneficiaries, Mr . Speaker, are
people who are going to attend
Lhese fFunctions and also Lhe
people who are involved in the
arlts, and the young people who are
getting involued.

Qut my way, in  the wvery good
district, the great district of
Stephenville, we have seen Lhe
Lraining of young people through
the Stephenville Festival who have
gotlen involved in Lhe arts,
involued with the Festival, be it
Lhrough direclbing or be 1t through
setting up the plays and so on,
being dinvolved in that part, or
being involved as actors or
actresses or being dinvolvaed in
specificially the perforining
arts. So they have had avenues to
go, and I bhelieve in  Theatre
Newfouncdland in Corner Brook, they
have also had that avenue.
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MR. FUREY:
Grealb economic spinoff as well.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
and there has been great economic
spinoff, as a matter of fack.

Some of people I have known
specifically - who have hean
involued with the Festival, Ffor
example, have ended up going to
the new music programme that we
have here in St. John's. So they
stay within the Province. They
have gone back and forth between
regional centres and they have
spread their talent around the
Province.

I think that dis has been dimportant
in the contribution to arts in the
Province, bhut 1t s being done
because we have the Stephenville
Fasbtival or  Theatre Newfoundland
or Rising Tide, and ather
professional organizations which
deserve credit for doing good work
and we should support them as best
we can with the proper policy.
That neceds to bhe done.

Of course, Mr . Speaker, in
speaking on the arts comnunity and
funding, 1 cannot go without
specifically noting a couple of

gentlemen who have made
contributions. Rufus Guinchard,
for example, is a fellow who, I
believe, we see himnm  on Lhe
commercials now advertising the
Province and tourism in the

Province. He 1s a fellow who, at
his young age, 1is contributing a
great deal to the culture of the
Province, bringing out the history
of the Province. Wherever he goes
he is an amhassador For this
Province and one who should he
raecognized, as a matter of fact.
MR. FUREY:

He received ‘the Order of Canada
last year.
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MR. K. AYLWARD:

Order of Canada just a while ago,
as a matter of fact. So he is a
fellow, along with another fellow
from +Lthe Port au Port Peninsula,
Enile Benoit, two of those
gentlemen who have been the kind
of people who have kind of given a
good account of themselves and
spread Lhe good  word of  the
Province very well wherever they
go,

Rut they are two examples, of the
many that are around, of
traditional music, of traditional
people in the arts community who
have spread the good word of the
Province and developed the culture

of the Province. These people
should also be recognized and we
should try and put-  in place

mechanisms or a consistent policy
which can help them do theilr work
and spread their good-will.

Like I said, I think it is
ancumbent upon the government Lo
draft a proper policy to deal with
this matter,

In looking also, Mr., Speaker, at

the Funding proposals, these
proposals will come out of the
Stephenville Arts Conference this

summer .

I think we are getting *+to the
point mnow where most groups are
getting together and we should be
able to see some cooperabion or
agreement as to where we will he.
I look . Forward to seaing the
results of that this summer.

Looking at the amendment, Mr .
Speaker, thalt has been put Forward
by the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youlh, T think we
can support Lhe thrust of the
amencdment, and also the bLime span
which the hon. member for St
John's FEast (Mr. Long) agreead.
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I respect his wishes in trying to
get a full review done or a full
commission to look idinte it, but I
think the proposal being put
forward by Lthe government, as we
see 1it, we are reviewing it and we
will give our support on Ehe
matter next week, as we decide
$Q, But it appears, that on the
face of 4t, {4t 41s a fairly good
compromise bthat we hopefully can
live with, It would see something
being done Lo doal wi th Ehe
problem, something that has not
beaen done For a Fairly lengbhy
period of time.

It would also dnvolve all of the
groups that are involved wibth the
arts community, and also people
involved with the Department of
Finance and the statistics agency
which can bring together and give
an account of what the
contributions are, Mr, Speaker, Lo
the arts community.

Also, Mr. Speaker, looking 1in the

arts community, there is a
publication that has been put
out. There is an Arts In
Formation Magazine. I do not

know how wmany dssues have been put
out recently, but I know that I
was a former critic for Culture,
Recreation and Youth and I
receivaed on a number of occasions
the Arts In 'Formation Magazine
which gives a greal deal of
informalion about artists 1in  the
Province, people dinvolved din the
artistic community, and I think it

spaeaks e 11 ancl has done a
tremendous Jjob of promoting
concerns of tha artistic
community. It also gives a good
outline of a variely of the
artists d1n the Province and the
assocliations and so on, where you

can gelt information. I think it
is @ publication -that should bhe
supported as much as possible as
it puts forward bthe many thoughts
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and concerns of people involved in
the artistic community.

MR. LONG:
I helped start that one up.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

The hon. the member for St. John's
East tells me he helped start the
magazine. So, to his credit, may
I say, 1t was well done. Ns Lhe
critic, I met with a number of
people on occasion and talked to a
number of people dnvolved wikh
it. Tt put  Forward views, of
course, some of the views were not
oo  complementary of  government
and I can see now why the member
For St. John's East dis 1In the
Opposition. Anyway, I gilve him
part of the praise for putlting
forward this publication, because
it gives the view points of people
involved in the industry.

I will call it an dindustry, M-,
Speaker, because 1t d1s d1in many
ways. When you look at the
funding given +to the Newfoundland
and Labrador Arts Council this
vear, it 1s too bhad, Mr. Speaker,
the provincial government could
only pub Fforward an extra $12,000
to the Arts Council. I think that
hopefully we could see, if we
could get the economic situation
vo dmprove and so on, and maybe a
different government and din the
near future, we may see hopefully
more financial resources put
Forward, or mayhe out of bLhe NArts
Council - this d1s going to the
hon. House Leader over there - we
would see Funding get Lo the
artislts of the province.

Thalt 1is the goal, I think, of the
hon, the member for St. John's
Fast, and of the House of the
Assembly.

We have to work out a compromise
that we get funding From & nunber
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of sources and get it dnto the
hands of people who are out there
working wibthin the arts community
to spread the good culture of  the
Province and also to build on Lthe
culture we have. When it comes to
culbure, Mr, Speaker, there are a

numhber of festivals springing
around the Province, a number of
good festivals. On the Port au

Port Peninsula +this Summer there
will be the French Folk Festival,
the Une Longue Veille. A number
of other festivals around the
Province are springing up which
deserve support from government,
as much as possible.

Hopefully, we can do ik, and do it

through the Newfoundland and
Labrador nArts Council, and provide
the proper funding. But 4if we
cannot, Mr. Speaker, we have Lo
look at another mechanism. That

is  somebthing that we, as a House
of Assembly, and members opposite
as  a government, must deal wikh.
It dis & problem that is coming to
a head, Mr, Speaker. It is
something that we for too long
have kind of shoved into the back
and said, 'Well, we are not going
Lo bother to deal with.' It is
something that we should look
carefully at in trying to come to
a solution to the problem.

There are times, Mr. Speaker, when
you tend to kind of say, 'Well, we
have got some many other Lthings
that we have to take care,' and
Lhat dis fine, too. They get
priorities, as they should, bhut
the spirit and the culture of the
Province, which dis now din our
school syskem, as a matbter of
fact, there 1s a course now in
Newfoundland culture being offeread
in the school system which helps
develop in young people the
historic culture of the Province.
We should Jook at reasonable and
workable solutions Lo deal with
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Lhe problem..

Unless we o that, Lhen we are not
doing the Province and Lhe people
in the Province well, we are nob
doing what our responsibility is
to do, and I ook Forward to

attending the festival in
Stephenville this Suwmmer.
I invite all members. I will have

a schedule of events for them in
the next week or so. I dinvite all
members to the Stephenuille
Festival this Summer, and also Lo
the Conference for the Arts, which
will be held in Stephenville in
late July.

Mr, Speaker, on that note, my
contribution to Lhis debate s
just about up.

Thank you very much,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Northern
Development.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr . Speakar, I suppose first,
before I begin, I would think I
should refer back to the last
comments by the hon. member for
Stephenville (Mr. K. Aylward). I
think he said Lhe spirit and
culture of our Province. I would
think  that the Leader of the
official Opposition (Mr, Wells)
would not mind 1if his colleagues
would refrain +Ffrom the gesbures
they have been noted for 1in the
past, dn particular, T refer Lo
the member for Fortune -
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Hermitage, (Mr. Simmons). I also
refer to  probably, and I think
members on this side have seen it
in the last number of weeks, the
member for St. Barbe, (Mr. Furey)
and the membaer for Naskaupi, (Mr.
Kelland), let Lhem keep their

gestures Lo themselves. We have a
culture din this Province and we
could be bhetter off. I really

appreciate what the member for
Stephenuville said, that we have a
culture din this Province and we
should bhe proud of it. I believe,
as one member of the fifty-two in
this House, that we have a culture
to preserve. Maybe one thing 1is
my lack of vocabulary, if you want
to use that word, or my 1lack of
speaking ability, if you want Lo
use that phrase, but then, again,
I say to the hon. House Leader, we
are all here to do one thing and
that i1s to do the best we can.

We are talking aboutl cultural
affairs., I was kind enocugh today
to give a copy of this letter,
which 1is addressed to me, to the
han. Leader of the Opposition,
but, Mr. Speaker, I want to read
this letter into the record. This
goes bhack to a dispicable display
by a member 1in Lthis House about a

week and a half ago. This letter
was written by a Mr. Frank G.
Mercer. By the way, Frank G.
Mercer is a distinquished

gentleman of this Province who
served 1in police three fForces, the
Roval Canadian Mounted Police, the

Newfoundland Constabulary, and
also the Ranger force. He spent

almost his entire 1life with the
police forces din this Province.
He also spent his entire life
doing what he could for
practically everybody concernad .
I want to read this letter into
the record, Mr. Speaker, because
it shows the disgrace a member of
this House tried to bestow uwpon
another member. I must say it is
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very, . very timely. This letter
arrived in my office this morning,
before I came Lo our caucus. I do
not know if Mr . Frank Mercer
realized that this resolution was
coming up or not, but dt Cties in
with the whole thing e are
Lalking aboul now.

It says: "Dear Garfield, when
Roger Simmons taunted you a while
back about your manner of speech,
along with many others, my
imnediate reaction was, 'Well, you
are not a convicted dncome tax
dodger .’ Imagine the nerve of the
man | We all have speech
mannerisms - I must say I have
talked to my hon. colleague from
Port de Grave - Tand din this
regard, the Bay Roberts folks
stand out. I have been ridiculed
all my life because of this, so do
not feel too badly. I never lek
it bother me. " Remember - and I
take the comments ofF the Leader of
the Opposition, what he said to me
earlier. Now this 1is what Mr.
Mercer said: "He who steals my
purse steals trash, but he who
fFilches of my good name", etc.,
etec., elc. Then he says, "Keep up
the good work. All good wishes. "

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

We are talking, Mr. Speaker, about

our cultural heritage. We are
talking about Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians. We are talking

about pecple from Concepticn BRay,
people from Trinity Bay, and
Placentia Bay. I remembar, Mr.
Speaker, that when I was a little
boy I would often go from Chance
Cove to Long Cove and I would say
to my uncle, who dis & good friend
of my colleague for Bellevue (Mr.
Callan), When are you coming
over?, which was a logical thing
to say, and he would say, Boy, I
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will be over the once. That was
the word he always used. and if
he did not use that word he would
say, I will be over directly. He
would always say, I will be over
the once, or, I will be over
directly. Those were the two
words he used. My folks and the
Folks in Norman's Cove and Trinity
Bay generally use those two slangs
because it is cultural heritage.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, of the fifty-two of
us 1in this House we have one
individual who will get up and
make gestures and make comments
that are not called for. I think
that member, or these members - I
must say I can see the hon. member
For St. Barbe looking at me, and I
can also say, at the same Gtime,
that that hon. member has made
gestures against the Minister of
Fisheries on two occasions and a
numher of members over here saw

that. If we are doing to do that,
we are not perserving our
culture. 1 say this in all

honesty to the hon. member, and if
he wants to get up on a point of
order, he can do so.

MR. FUREY:
Oh, yes.

MR. WARREN:

He does not want to do it because

he knows he did it Mr ., Speaker,
I just want to say that we all
have our disadvantages. I have

mine, but I think it is like the
Leader of the Opposition said to
me today, IF I am perfect, then I
can complain about somebody else.
That +is what the hon. member said
to me ., So, 1if we are all perfect
here +in this House, Lthen we can
complain about somebody else.
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I am glad the hon. member for St.
John's Fast brought in this
resolution. Because of all the
resolutions that have come into
this House, and there have Dbeen
many, in fact I remember two I
brought in here in the Jlast nine
years which were passed
unanimously, I believe the one the
hon. member brought in this day 1is
one of the best resolutions ever
brought into this House, and I
want to compliment the member for
that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:

Mr . Speaker, the hon, member
realizes 1hat the Arts Council in
this Province has a lot to offer.
I think the Arts Council in this
Province can offer a lot to the
Fifby-two of us in this House. I
think there are members in tUthis
House who do not even know whal
the Arts Council ds all ahout. I
refer particularly to the member
for Fortune - Hermitage. I
believe, M . Speaker, the
resolution the hon. gentleman
brought forward says, 'We want to
preserve our culture.' I will say
this much: I have a c¢ulture I
want to preserve, and regardless
of the member for Fortune -
Hermitage or the member for
Naskaupi or the member for St.
Barbe or members on this side, I
will continue to prasarve my
culture. I am proud of it!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WARREN:
Mr . Speaker, it is most
interesting Lo nole thal upon

until this time we have only five
Private Maembers' resolutions and
we have fifteen members 1in the
of Ficial Opposition and Lo
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members of bthe NDP. With such an
important idssue as Lthis and with
the lack of dinitiative

AN HON. MEMBER:
Foresight.

MR. WARREN:

A lack of fFforesight, 1F you want
to use that word, I compliment
the member there. .Nobody in the
of ficial. Opposition could see - I
just looked through all the
resolutions we have there - the

importance of the Arts Council and
the arts 1in our Province, and no
one considered Dbringing such. a
resolution forward.

M. Speaker, when we looked at
this resolution today we decided
it was a good resolution. The
only problem we found with the
resolution, actually, was the time
fFrame . I think the hon. gentleman
realizes that the time Frame was a
little bit much, considering the
number of days and months we sit.
But I must say, and I bhave to
compliment the member, that it 1is
one of the better resolutions to
ever come into this House.

Mr. Speaker, I listened Lo the
hon. member for Eagle River and I
helieve some of his commenls were
correct; T helieve some of his
comments can be taken seriocusly.
If there dis anyone listening from
the Arts Council or from the arts
in the Province, I am not going ko
condemn them in any way, I
probably want to praise them. I
think they are doing a fantastic
job. I just want to say that the
Newfoundland Arts Council and arts
in Newfoundland, in general -

AN HON. MEMBER:
I thought vyou were praising the
member for Naskaupi.

MR. WARREN:
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No, no! Now, Ilisten, we cannot
get carried away.

Mr. Speaker, I know my ‘Ltime is
running out and T juslt want to say
that in our Province of
ewFoundland and Labrador, and I
say this din all honesty - I think
my hon. colleague From St. John's
East, who is from the othar

extreme - we have one guy in St
John's East and we have the other
guy - in Torngat Mountains, Lwo

extremes, two bookends . But
bhetween those two hookends there
is a lot of culture and heritage,
and I say that we should dinclude
Newfoundland and Labrador in all
aspects.

Mr., Speaker, I will not be here
next week, because I will be
extending my cultural heritage to
Yellowknife,

MR. SIMMS:
The hon. member has six minutes
remaining.

MR. WARREN:

I know I have six minutes
remaining. I will not he here
next week, so if you will allow me
three or four minutes, I will clue
up.

MR. SPEAKER:
Is it agreed to stop the clock?

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Agreed .

MR. WARREN:
I can c¢lue up in  two or threae
minutes. I thank hon. members.

I Jjust want to say to everyone
listening that I appreciate Lhe
resolution by the hon, member .
There 15 & lot of heritage in
Nain, Hopedale, Davis Inlet,
Makkovik, Red Ray, Cartwright,
Charlottetown, Port Hope Simpson,
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all along the Labrador Coast,
Goose Bay, Wabush and Labrador
City. So, I just want to say, let
us not confine ourselves to St.
John's, let us get outside the
overpass and let us dinclude the
towns and the coves and the little
inlets all throughout Newfoundland
and Labrador, because there are a
lot of Garfield Warrens around
this place, there are a lot of
Bill Pattersons around this place,
there are a ‘lot of Chuck Fureys
around this place. So let us get
out and extend our heritage, let
us bring the people in, the Native
people, the Inuit and the Indians,
and bring them altogether. I
think, M, Speaker, that
Newfoundland and Labrador has a
lot to offer, and if those three
Forces join together we can
improve our culture and heritage
in the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador. Thank you very much.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

It is now six o'clock. The House
stands adjourned until 3:00 p.m.
tomorrow.
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