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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR, SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

I want to report Lo the House, or
I can do 1t under Answers to
Questions For which Nolice has
heen Given, kind of thing, from
yesterday as il relates Lo Lhe
alleged problems with the awarding
of space and so on as 1t relates
to the Workers' Compensation
Appeal Tribunal. I can eilther do
it now or do it later, so I am at
the mercy of the House,.

MR. TULK:
Do you have a statement?

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Yes. It is just verbal right now
but, I will provide some
information later. I just want to
do it as quickly as I can, because
I was in meetings on it through
lunchtime, the Minister of Labour
(Mr. Blanchard) and myself.

I met at lunchtime, Mpr. Speaker,
with M, David Buffet. There are
two things here which were of some

concern yesterday. One was Lthe
possibilily of Conflict of

Interest as it related +to Mr.
Buffet in his role as Chaimnan of
Lhe Workers' Compensation Appeal
Tribunal, and ke alwarding of
Space to a company . The two
issues are, one, whether thore was
any conflict of dnterest in Mr.
AufFfet's case, and two, was Lthe
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awarding of the contract
appropriate. They are linked in

somewhat because of the ownership
of the company.

What I did this morning, hecause 1
wantecd to clear up the gquestion of
conflict of dinterest, the only way
to do that, I Lthought, was to meat
with Mr, Bufett myself. The
ConfFlict of Intersst Guidelines
and legislation now in place apply
to public servants, to members of
the House and to ministers. There

arao no Conflict of Interest
Guidelines . which apply to this
particular circumstance. In other

words, I could not refer it to the
trihunal 1T osell up Lo goet a reading
on it. We have been, for about &
month now, reviewing, as was gaid
in the Throne Speech, the whole
conflict of dinterest legislation
as it relates to members of Cthe

House, Cabinet ministers “@nnd
public servants, and, quite

likely, we will bhe bringing in
some new legislation on that
before Lthis session is finished.
At the same time, we were looking
at, hecause we are Jlooking at
other jurisdictions, trying to
cover off agencies, hoards and so
on that are linked to L e
government . So, it is quite
likely we will deal with what now
Lhis 1ssues brings up as a problem
with conflict of dinterest, which
does nol only apply to agencies
and boards like the Workers'
Compensation Tribunal.

Now, Lhe dissue on Conflict of
Interest, given that there are no
guidelines, ds Lthat you have to
look at it then as if guidelines
did apply and Lthey do not. M,
Ruffet's law partner din the law
firm i A shareholder of L e
company that was awarded the space
so, Lherefore, perception 1s Uthat
M, Buffet could have tried to use
his position as the Chairman of
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the Workers' Compensation Tribunal
to get this company's space tao be
the company's space for the
Tribunal, So what 1 did was ask
Mr., Buffet Lo come see me, which
he did. I asked him straight out,
"Were you aware of the private -
not of the law Firm -~ interests of
one ofF your Taw parlkners
specifically as it relates to one
of your law partner's inlterests in
Terra Nova Enterprises Ltd?! I
questioned him on that and he said
no, he was not aware and 1is not
aware of the private interests.

I do not think you should laugh at
this. This is pretty serious
sturf. Because, on the one hand,
I want to ensure that there is no
conflict of dinterest, but, on the
other hand, I do not want ¢to
destroy the credibility of an
individual din  this Province. I
could easily come into Lthe House
this afternoon and say I consulted
with Cabinet and Cabinetl had
issued an Order-in-Council to fire
Mr . Buffet because of the
perceived canflict of dinterest. T
thought T should give him an
opportunity to sit down with me
and let me ask him the question.
I can only believe what Mr. Buffet
tells me, and he Lold me no, he is
not aware of the private affairs
of Mr. Mercer, he was nol awarae of
it at the Lime.

He went on to dindicate that he
wrote a letler to Lhe Depuly
Minister of Labour after a public
works official had assessed all
the properties, and it was on Lthe
basis of that assessment that Mr,
Buffet, as Chairman of the Appeal
Tribunal, wrote the Deputy
Minister of Labour pointing out
the three companies that seemed Lo
have the best face, and giving the
pros and cons., He did nok come
out din  his letter and say "I
recommend  Terra Nova FEnterprises
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Ltd.' As a makter of fact, it
would be more convenient for Mr.
Auffel: Lo have il 1in one of the
cdowntown premises, because it
would have bhaoen closer For him as
opposed to where it was awarded.

The Deputy Minister of Labour Lhen
wrobke  Treasury RBoard asking for
permission to award the tender to

Lhe Fifth one. The First two or
three did not qualify under the
tender documents, in any case,
because the tender documents

handicapped
parking space and

indicate
accessibility,
0 on.

So I can only report to the House
now that I am satisfied - I assume
a person's innocence unless 1t can

he proven otherwise - Mr. Buffet
is telling me the truth, that he

did not know of any of Lthe private
interests of one of his partner's
— 1t was not the firm of which he
1is @ park, it was the private
interests of an dindividual in the
irm that he did not know about -
and that he accompanied an
of ficial From Lthe Department of
Public Works when they surveyed
Lhe bullding, and he did not make
a specific recommendation fer that
company .

As  Far as Lhe awarding of Lhe
contract goes, from what I know
and  Lthe documents T went through
this morning and “through
Tunchtime, dis that Gthis seaems to
he the most appropriate space as

it relates Lo parking and
handicapped accessibility. I was
not aware until lunchtime - I was

not aware this morning - it said
adequate parking SPace in the
hooklet that goes out with all the

tender documents. But it also
goes on to talk about
accessibility from the handicapped

point of view, and the contractors
all had this and had to bid on it

No. 44 R2352



from that point of view,

So in looking at the whole
complete situation, Ffirst of all I
have to acceptk, unless prouven
otherwise, that Mr . Buffet is
telling fne the Lruth and,
therefore, there was no conflict
of interest. Secondly, Ffrom the

documentation I have sean it
seems, g¢given the tender documents
of handicapped accessibility,

parking and SO on, Lhat the
appropriate space was awarded to
this company Lo whom it was
awarded . Unless I f1ind out
something differenl, thal 1is the
position I take at this point in
Lime .

T do realize bthalk obuiously there
is a need, which we recognized
three or four wmonlths ago, and thalk
1s why we are doing a new Conflict
of Intarasi l.egislation Act o
perhaps cover off in the future in
legislation, or regulation, or
whatever, the whole question of
other boards and agencies, which

are really quasi government
agencies and some guidelines

governing the membership on those
hoards and agencies, so that this
kind of thing cannot be perceived
to be a problem in the Ffuture. I
guess that is where it all lies as
truthfully and as honestly as I
can give it at this point in time.

MR. WELLS:
Mr . Speaker,

_ MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Opposiltion,

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, so that I do not
forgel: il before T  sit down, I
assume that at a later date the
hon., Lhe Premicer 1s going Lo deal
with the question of the problems
with prosecuting appeals, and Mr,
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Buffet's posiltion because of hisg
prior inuvolvement.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Yaes, LI will have that the next day
or so.,

MR, WELLS:
I will wait fFfor bhis response on
that. I just wanted to check on

it

Mr. Speaker, a number of gquestions
st11l remain with respect to this
matter. The letler Mr. Ruffet
wrote, the Premier says 1t was
Following a personal dinspection of
the premises, I do not  know
whelher or nol Mr. Buffet knew his
law partner, Mr. Mercer, owned a
2% par cent interest in e
building or not, He says he did
noi . Well, T cannot say he did.
I find it uwnusual that he did not,

bhut T can only accepl his
statement. - I have no basis for

challenging his stalbement.

Rut, Mr. Speaker, with respect,
Mr. Buffet's letter relating to
Lhe matter indicated that any one
of the three would be acceptable,
any one of the three, "including
the one at ¢$11, and the Premier
affirms that. He did say perhaps
the most desirable would be the
Fifth highest one, and he then
went on to say, 'This building is
entirely accessible to handicapped

people. ' If that welrae &
justification For il, there would
be no problem. The indications
Lhatlk tLhe official Opposition

received was bthat that building s
less acceplable to the handicapped
than the Water Street building,
which was $11 sqguare foolb property.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

But they also had & $5%0 a month
charge on  parking or something,
that $11 Figure. There were obther
costs, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. WELLS:

I would have to explore that. We
asked somebody Familiar wilbth the
handicapped, a handicapped person,
to assess both buildings. He did
that assessment, and the
assessmanlk was Labled in Lhe House
vesterday. That assessment - and
I assume Lhe man s compelent Lo
do 1t. He has done that kind of
assessment hefore, T helicve,
perhaps for the Province, on some
occasions ¢learly fdindicates that
the Water Street property 1is more
accessible, altbthough not totally
accessible to the handicapped, but
is lass impaired from a
handicapped point of view than the
Eastern Canada Building. So it is
more desirable from a point of
view of access by the handicapped
than the building that was rented.

Now, Lthe obher thing that +Flows
out of this dis that the letter
Lhat was wriltten hy Mr. Buffet was
written apparently on behalf of
Lhe law firm Mercer, Spracklin and
Hayward, because that is the form
in which the letter is. That may
have been inadvertence, I do not
know, but, in factl, it was a
letter from the law Firm
recommending that a building in
which the senior partner 1in the
Firm had a 25 per cent fdinlterestl
would bhe rented. That clearly, by
any standard of judgmenl, would bhe
improper and Mr, Buffet ought to
be asked Lo explain Lthat as well.

With respect to the $50 a month
parking, that sti1ll would not wmake
up, even if it were so, for an
additional $3.85 a square footk
price, Mr . Speaker, everything
that we have seen so far indicates
clearly that the most desirable

property from the point of view of

ACCESS to Lhe handicapped and

general suitabildty For this
purpose was Lhe Water Street

property.- %o I still do not see
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that the issue has been properly
explained, and I refer also -

AN HON. MEMRER:
Who owned Lhe Waler
property?

Streeet

MR. WELLS:
N company called Atlantic -

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Atlantic - that was the lowest bid.

MR. WELLS:
Altlantic Opportunities -

AN HON. MEMBER:

ACOA.

MR. WELLS:

Atlantic Office Space, or
something. Yes, ACOn . 1 can

produce the name. It was Atlantic
Office Properties.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Who owns that?

MR. WELLS:

T do not know who ownes it
Atlantic Of Fice Properties, I
believe, 15 owned by Mr. Duffel;
he has an interest in 1it.

I do not know

PREMTER PECKFORD:

Vol XL'

It is not Buffett, it d4s Duffetl.

MR. WELLS:
but T will Find out,

Mr. Speaker, clearly the dssue has

not been resolved. While X am ik,
Mr. Speaker, I should tell the
House ancd the hon. tLhe  Premier

that the dinformation the hon., the
Premier gave Lhe House vyesterday
does not appear from the records
to be accurate, The records of
the company filed 1in the registry
indicates that the Deputy Premier
was a director of that company for
the vears 1982, 1983 and 1984, It
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does, indeed, indicate that Lhe
shares were transferred to Mr,
Mercer 1in trust in 1979. S0 the
title was transferred to Donald A.
Mercaer 1in truslt in 1979, as the
Premier indicated. ’

I should also point out that 1985
indicates the hon. nember was a
shareholder. I believe that to be
inadvertence, because it does not
indicate there was a transfer
out. S0, I think that is just a
typographical error, and I make no
1ssue of 1t except I point it
out . But the share lists do
indicate that the Deputy Premier
was a director of that company for
three straight years, 1982, 1983
and 1984, and if that d1s in Ffact
so, Mr. Speaker, bthen that 1s an
involvement —

AN HON. MEMBER:
This 1s wrong,

MR. WELLS:

- 1in the management of the company
and the statemenl: by the hon. the
Premier vyesterday that he played
no role in the managemeni: of the
company would not appear to be
correct if those records are
correct, and we have no reason to
believe they are not.

The whole matter has not been
resolved, and I ask the Premier to
examine the matter further and
report further to the House.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COILLINS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A poinit of order, Lhe hon. the
Minister of Healkh.

Mrr, Speaker, I think the hon. the
Pramier +indicaled yesterday thab I
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had given him some information
about my relationship with this
whole matter, and he reported that
to the House. Now, the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition has Jjust
indicated, or suggested, or
implied that that dinformation is
incorrect and, therefore, he s

saying Lhat I gave incorrect
information to the hon. the

Preinier which was related to this
House .

MR. WELLS:
No, no!

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes.

DR. COLLINS:
I do nolt care whether it dis what

the hon, the Leader of Lhe
Opposition sadd, thalt 1is going Lo
be +the understanding. I want Lo

make Jt quite c¢lear T do nob have
any insight into how the Leader of
the Opposiliaon interprets an
involuement by A director.
Whether T am a director of the
company 1is dimmaterial. I said I
have no dinvolvement -~ I Lold the
Premier Lhis. I wrote to him on
this : wi th tLhe business
decisions, commercial’ activities,
or whatevaer, of Lthe company, nor
have I since 1979, Whether my
name is still listed as & director
of the COmpany is totally
imnaterial to that statement. Me
statement says I have had no
involuement wi th e business
affairs of that company.

If the hon. Leader of Lhe
Opposition, hecause in some
records down in the Registry, or

whatever it s, my name is entered

as a director, is therefore
indicaling ar suggesting or

implying Lhat I did have an
involuement with Lthe company of
the nature I just mentioned, 1 say
straight, oul that is incorrect and
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I would expect him, as an hon.
gentleman, to make sure that that
is the understanding he has given
the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, T will make clear the
understanding I have given the
House, What T said Lo bthe House
ig that the records of the
company, which the company has Lo
fFile every year - it 1is called a
share Tlisl indicatbes who the
shareholders are and who the
direcltors are. As the hon. Lthe
Premier said, the hon. membher's
shares were transferred in trust
in 1979, the title was transferred
to Donald A. Mercer in trust.

There appears to be a dJdifference
in 19856, when the hon. member is
shown to be a shareholder, but my

guess is that is just a
typographical error, an innocent
mistake that has happened

frequently in the Filing of the
share 1lists and, as I said, I
suggest nothing wrong. '

But T did point out thalt for the
three years, 1982, 19283 and 1984,
the hon. minister, whom the share
list showed had ceased to be a

director in 1979, was not: i
director in 1980, Was not a
director in 1941, bhecame a
director in 1982, remained a

director in 1983, remadned a
director in 1984, and ceased to bhe
a director in 198% and was not -in
1986, That is what +the share
lists indicate in the registry.

DR. COLLINS:

Are you saying I hadl an
involvement with Lthe company in
1982, 1983 and 19847
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MR. WELLS:
No, No.,

DR. COLLINS:
Clarify that.

MR. WELLS:
Here s what I am saying,

DR. COLLINS:
I want you ko clarify it!

Sure, but in my terms, not the
horn., members. I will clarify it
in my terms.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
The people who have responsibilty

For the management of all
corporations - they have 1il, they
have responsibility For the
management of all corporations -
are the directors. If the

minister did not participate as a
director, I do not know that. I
am saying that -

DR. COLLINS:

I said I gave the hon. Lthe Premier
the information.” Are you doubting
the hon. Lthe Premier?

MR. WELIS:

A1l I am saying 1s that I have
acdvised the hon. Lhe Premier thab
the records of the company Filed
in Lthe registry dndicale thalb ULhe
hon, minister was a director in
egach of  those Uthree years, and
perhaps the hon. the Premier would
clear Lthat, Now , that was Lhe
full statement I made and nothing
any more than bthat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, heaear!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speakar.

Mr . Speaker, T am pleasad Lo
announce today that the Fisheries
Loan BRoard 1is now in the process
of mailing out applications for
debt restructuring to all direct
loan and bank loan guarantee
clients of the. Board who have loan
halances as of March 31, 1988,
These applications should be
received by those clients by late
next week. Applications for debt
restructuring have also been
mailed to our regional offices and
staff of the Fisheries Loan Board
and field representatives will be
available to assist fishermen in
Lhe completion of these
applications.

A brochure will be mailed out with

these applications wiri¢h w1
provicde information on who
qualifies For assistance, whatl

kind of assistance d1is available,
the limitaltions ko Lthe programme
and some gdgeneral dinformation on
Filling out the applications.

Fishermean upon receiving the
application should complete and
return them to the Fisheries Loan

Board without delay SO their
applications c¢an be processed . as
expeditiously as possible. When

the Board assesses a fisherman's
application and determines the
amount of assistance available,
the applicant will be advised of
the new status of  his or hewr
account, Additional staff have
heen hired by the Board to assist
in the implementation of this debt
resbructuring programme.

Mi . Speaker, as 1T announcecd on
April 6, 1988 whaen I released the
details of Lhe debt restruclturing

programme the thousands af
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individual 1loans and c¢ircumstances
which surround each make this debt
restructuring programme extremely
complex. This type of programe
is basically a new experience and
it is, therefore, wvery difficult
to put a btime frame on exactly how
long 4t might lLake Lo implement
the entire programne. However, my
staff will attempt the process all

applications as quickly a6
possible.

I look forward to the
implementation of Lhis debt

restructuring programnme and ko the
many worthwhile benefits it will
bring to the fishing dindustry of
this Province for many years to
come .

Mr . Gpeaker, T might add in
closing that during consideration
of the department's estimates in
Committee, and I bhelieve a day or
two  ago  in o Lhe House, when an
amendment Lo The Fisheries Loan

Board B S heing debated, the
implications for fishermen in
Lerns of Revenuae Canada WALS
raised. I indicated Lo the
Commitltee bhack a Few weaks ago
that we would attempt to

investigate bthabt matter. We have
done that now, Mr. Speaker, and we
have had our Ltax expert, our Lax

consultant hold & numb er of
meelLings and a number of
discussions with Revenue Canada

and the advice 1s that there has
heen no change in the advice given
us  several months a&go, when we
sought advice from our tax expert
on this matter, In other words,
the process we have chosen to use
will have minimal, 1f any, effect
on the tax burden of fishermen.

However, at the time we announced
Lhe programme, we asked fishermen
Lo make sure they consult with
Chetdir  own  auditors hefore thay
decide whether or not they want Lo
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participate in this programme .
Rut we have consulted with Revenue
Canada and the advice i3 no, there
will be no problem with the
programne , :

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Twillingate.

memher fFor

MR. W. CARTER:

M. Speaker, I welcome that latest
piece of news From the minister,
because 1t was a source of great
concern to members on Lhis side of
the House and, I am sure, to
Fisharinen, as  well, Aul T &
rather surprised, Mr . Speaker,
that the minister frequently rises
in his place and makes Ministerial
Statements, SOIMe of which are
very, very worthwhile and some
which are very minor. I am rather
surprised, Mr. Speaker, that -

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:
When you have something Lo say,
M, Speaker, mayhe it 1s worth

saying it.

Mr . Speakear, a5 Lhe hon. Ehe
Premier will know, I am sure,
being a Cabinelt colleague of mine,
most of the statewments I made he
approved of and he encouraged me
to make them.

My, Speaker, 1t 1is rather sbtrange
that  the minister would rise in
this place today and make a great
deal of Fuss over the tFacl Lhal we
are going to be mailing out a
little Dbrochure to fishermen and
an application, when last weelk we
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saw a situation where a fish plant
on the South Coast collapsed
financially, causing probably 500
people to

AN HON. MEMBER:
That is not true.

MR. W. CARTER:

Well, we saw bthe fFish plant close,
or fFail to reopen, for want of
Financial assislance which is
going to see probably 500 people
thrown out of work and leave a
number of Fishermen holding the
bag [For $90,000 1in back wages,
yel the minister did not see Fit
Lo rise in his place bto acquaint
the House with that problem.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's Lime has elapsed.

MR. W. CARTER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICI

Mr . Speaker, other than a f @il
small details we have already
mentioned to the minister, we are
completaly in sUupport ot the
objective of btrying to remove some
of Uthe deblt from bthe shoulders of
our inshore fFishermen who, of
course, have gone Lthrough the samne
kind of difficult time Lhe ot
part of the Andustry did, and have
also been rescued,

2N

Mr. Speaker, we have only one real
guestion on this. As T look at
this, you are talking about using

Lens of thousands of dollars in
some instances, ko relieve
indluidual  Fishermen of  somme- of
their debts. I cannolkt see how
Lhat can bhe interpreted s

anything other than a subsidy for

No. 44 R2358



our fishing dindustry. When I do
that, T begin Lo wonder what would
happen if Lhis were done, say, &
year or lwo years from now, when
we enter into this trade deal with
the United States, in which we
have a five or eix year period of
Lime Lo dafFine exactly what
subsidies are.

It seems to me that this is one of
the things that will be defined as
a subsidy and that legislatures
like this, vyears from now, will
not have the option to be ahle to
rescue their Ffishermen when they
get into trouble like this. That,
Mr. Speaker, 1s one of the costs,
which our Premier and our Minister
of Fisheries refuses to
acknowledge, of entering inte what
is going to bhe a disastrous Ltrade
deal for all of Canada, including
our fishermen.

MR. SPEAKER:
Any further
ministers?

statements by

MR. WOQODFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. MORGAN:

New minister. New minister.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

MR. SPEFAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
Valley.

MR. WOODFQORD:

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased, on
hehalF of the minister responsible
For Hydro, to aduvuise hon. members
that the community of Grand Bruilt
on the Southwest coast of
Newfoundland will receive
electricity from the hydro grid
For the firsk Lime bomoryrow.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. WOODFOQORD:

Ihis will mean a reducticon dn
electricity rates For Lhe

Forty Five customars ot
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro
residing in the community of Grand
Bruit. Until today, the people of

Grand Ry it recelved their
electricity requirements From
diesel generabion, which for more
than 600 kilowatt hours of
consumption: monthly is more
expensive Ehan electricity
received from the hydro grid.

The cost ofF _connecting Lhe
comnunity of Grand Bruit by

NewFoundland and Hydro 1s $660,000
and involued the construction of &
single phase 7.2 kilovolt line for
a distance of 13.7 kilometres from
the Hope RBrook Gold Mine,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I am very pleased to respond Lo
the new mwinister, glad Lo see |vim
on his feet making a statement. 1
am very happy For the people of
Grand Bruit, that they are now
going to be charged less for thelr
electricity and, hopefully, have a
consistaent supply of electricity.

PREMIER PECKFOQRD:
Grand Bruit,

MR. BAKER:
Yes, I know the Premier is very
knowladgeable din French; he poilnts

out the French pronunciation.

However, I would Tike ko make just
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one comment about this. There are were not reduced Lo the

many, many communities all over interconnect rates and that s
NewfFoundland, Lthe South Coast of unfair, The people of Roddickton
Newfoundland, the Coast of should receive the same rates as
Labrador, and so on, which are not the people of Grand Bruit. It
conneckted to the grid. Many have should be equal treatment in both
to suffer the high cost of diesel cases, and that is L1ye only
generation and I would like to say complaint g have abhout Lhe
to the aclting minister and to the policies pursuead by Lhis
Premier of the Province, that now government .

might be the time when we can getk
away from penalizing these peoples
hecause of their geography and, as Oral Questions
a Province, provide electricilty at '
a consistent c¢ost all throughout
the Province. MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

Thank you, Mr. Speakar. .
MR. SPEAKER:

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. the memnber For Naskaupid.
The hon. the member for Menihek.,

MR. KELLAND:

MR. FENWTCK: My, Speaker, a UOCM news report
Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I did not indicated that a certain quantily
realize Lthat he had already sat of produce From the Sprung
down ., greenhouse has haar dumped in
Robin Hood Bay . My initial
Having & Jook at the statement, reaction to that would bhe that
Mr. Speaker, we are talking about this wa s substandard culls or
$660,000 involved 1in constructing something that was not normally
the line for forty-five families, marketable. I ask would Ehe
which works out to about $14,000 Premier give confirmation Ehat
per family, which is expensive hut that is Lkhe case, and perhaps make
reasonable, since, obviously, the a comment on the quantity we are
diesel generating gsystem Was talking about?
probably more expensive on a
long-term basis. MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.
The only thing I would Iike Lo

contrast is with the announcement PREMIER PECKFORD:

made hy the same minister a while T do not know LF the company has
ago about the Roddickton issued a statement on it or not,
operation, Tn Roddickbon we had Mi . Spaakaer, ATl T know  ds,
two choices, we could have starting from the Ffirst day of
attached Lhem Lo the major producltion, Lthe company has been
connect, by running a line up Lhe culling their produce and,
Northern Peminsula, or  we would ohviously {hrough dnspections by
have  put a  wood chip  burning Agriculture Canada and S0 o,
sysbemm in. We madae  Lhe decision putling on the market thaeir best
Lo put the wood chip one in, which produce based on size, hased upon
Wal s also @ saving and which gqualily and so on.

provided jobs, but, Mr. Speaker,

in that case the elecltricity rates Right Ffrom the first day there has
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heen some produce that Uhey would
not put on the market, which was
st1l1l good produce bubt was not the
right size or whatever, they have
Baen providing that culled produce
to a food bhank here in St. John's
when Lthey could, Tn olher cases
they have been selling some of the
organic waterial, like {the wvines

when they reach their ma X Lmum
length, to farmers and olher

people. Other produce, which they
do not sell or provide Lo a food
bank, they discard in the same way

as any manufacturing operation
would discard certain culls that
they have. S0 that 1s what is
happening . They are doing three
things: They are providing some
to the Food bank; they are
providing some For sale to
fFarmers, and . not only the

cucumbers themselves bubt the vines
and the organic materials; and

other produce, that are not
accepltahle in their view Lo

either, they are discarding. hat
is, as T understand it From day
one.

MR. KELILAND:
A quick supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. Lhe
member For Naskaupi.

MR. KELILAND:

I wonder would the - Premier
undertake to gebt the information

I guess he would not readily have
ik at hand - and Find out the kind
of quantities we are talking about
in that regard so that we can gel
some appreciation, I suppose, of
the level of efficliency of what is

bheing produced, ar what is
marketable and what is not

marketable for various reasons?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,
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PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I am sure the company
will dndicate  jusl  exaclly what
the status of that situaltion isg.
MR. GILBERT:

M. Speakear.

MR, SPEAKER:

The hon. the wmember for Burgeo -
Ray d'Faspoir.

MR. GII.BERT:
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Ministar of Transportation

(Mpr, Doyle). I wonder ds= the
Ministber aware that the federal
government and Terra Nova

Transport have made a decision to
put on hold all construction work
on the Newfoundland Railway for
this Summer? What dinput has his
govermnant had in mak Lng this
decision?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, T am cerblainly not
aware of that and we would not
have any dnpub dinto i T would
suggest that 4if Lhe hon. member
requires additional dnformation he
give Terra Transport a call.

MR. GTLBERT:

Mr., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoilr.

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker, possibly this i1s a
hit more serious than the minister
would want to admit, because I am
sure the minister should be aware

there are 200 Newfoundlanders -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!
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Would the hon. member please ask
his gquestion?

MR. GILBERT:

There are 200 Newfoundlanders
going to be denied part-time jobs
fFor the Summer, so  would the
minister now make representatlion
to the CN or Terra Nova Transport
to see 1f this 1s the case? Will
those people be rehired?

MR. SPEAKER:
The horn. Lhe
Transportation.

Minister af

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker, as I indicated to the

member this is A Faderal
responsibhility. The provincial

govermment has no inpub as to whal
Lime Terra Transport rehires dts
Summner wainkenance crews., T will
chack into it For the hon. .member
and ind oult whal the reasoning is
For that and report later on.

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. GILBERT:

Will the minister now confirm that
the agreement to shut down the
Newfoundland Railway has been wade
and the government, is only
deciding on the right political
moment to  inform  the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador of this
decision?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:
M. Speaker, no such decision has
been made. )

Mir, Speaker,

L2362 May 26, 1988 Vol XL

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Barbe.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask
the Premier has he issued a letter
to the Deputy Premier approving

his company's involvement in
leasing of Fice space to Lhe

Workers' Compensation Appaal
Tribunal? Specifically, did he
issue a letter approving that? IF
he did, would he table it in the
House?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Did I dssue a letter approuving
of fHice space being leased? Na .
If I understand what the hon.
memher s saying, - back din 1979,

when Lhe minister wrote and
informecd me of his involvement, T
wrote him back under ke

regulalbions, and that is where it
is.

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, the Premier will know
that uncder the regulations that he
wrote, guideline 3 says that while
holding office a minister -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. FUREY:

Ts he aware, Mr, Speaker, that

that guideline SAaYS that &
minister holding office, for  a

body or organization din which he
- has i imancial interest,
shall not, without First obtaining
approval!’

directly From the
Premier 'be eligible Lo recelve
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benefits from the Province'? As
such, I ask the Premier again, did
he specifically approve of Lhe
Daeputy Premier's +involvement in a
company from which he received
benefilts from the Prouvince? Dl
he approve it in writing for bobh
Lhe workers

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleaseal

MR. FUREY:
Sorry, Mer. Speaker.

PREMLER PECKFORD:
I went back and —-

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

PREMIER PECKFORD:
I am sorry, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member has asked three
questions, e I presune Lhe
Premier is answering the first.

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIFR PECKFORD:

- Mr. Speaker, T performed my role
under the Conflict of Interest
legislation back din 1979, where
the  Deputy Premier dinformed me
under Lthe regulations that he had
this Hdinterest, and that it was put
in crust, Then T respondead
saying, thank you very much and I
see@ no problem here, or whatevaer
the wording | was. I do not
remember what kthe exact  wording
was . And that is the last I heard
of 1t unbtil it was raised in the

House 1in the last few days. So
that Ls where it is from my point

of  uilew, simply  that. And I
accept what the hon. minister Ltold
me at the time, that he had put it
in trust and obviously would have
no involvement with the company.
And that is what has happened.
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MR. FUREY:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENKER:

A final supplementary.

MR. FUREY:
Guideline 3 s wveaery c¢lear, Mre
Speaker. It says that anybody

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. FUREY:
Mr . Speaker, I would like to ask
the Prefmiar are Lhe gquidelines

just a farce? Has he dissued
approval to all ministers? Has he

given a blanket letter to all
ministers, that at any time there
are questionable practices Lhey
are automabtically exemplt? Is that
what he is saying?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member  in his Final
supplementary made a speech rather
than asking a question.

I am going to recognize the hon.
the memher for Menihek,

MR. FENWTCK:

My question, Mr. Speaker, 1is for
the Minister of

PREMTER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I feel obligated bthat
T hauve Lo respond to that
allegation that was made.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:
Yaes, and he asked a guestion.

That was a point of order by Uthe
Pramier.

MR. SPEAKER:
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I recognized the hon. Lthe member
for Menihek, but if he will give
way [ would call on Lthe hon. the
Premier to answer that First
question bthabt was posaed by the
hon. membhear.

MR. FENWICK:
I vield, Mr. Speaker.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

All I want to say is I just do not
like this innuendo and so on. 'Is
this a ‘'sort of farce?' Is it a
Farce that the Leader of the
Opposition does not Ltell us about
his $50,0007 Is 4t a farce that
the lLeader of .the Opposition does
not report averything in his
Conflict of Interest statement?

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

T am nobt saying it is a Farce and
I do not want the allegation
Ehrown &l me. What was done in
the case of the Deputy Premier was
he Followed and T followed Lhe
guidelines of Lhe Conflict of
Interest legislation Lhat thiis
administration was responsible for
bringing din. But I canm tell you
one thing, we are going to be
bringing in more Conflict of
Interest legislation to make sure
that we know everything that bthe
Leader of the Opposition got when
he reports. We all thought we had
to report everything and could not
decicde what we can keep hidden.
We will all have to disclose
everything we gotl,

MR. MORGAN:
Not keep some hidden and disclose
s ome .

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the wember for Menihek.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Ooh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:
Come on, guys!
you?

Take it easy, will

My question, Mr. Speaker, is for
the Minister of Finance (Mr,
Windsor), who, I bhelieve, ds in
the House or in the precincts. If
the Minister of  Finance ds not
here, then the Premier may be able
to answer 1L,

The guestion has to do with
Fashaeel Tndustiries. It s our
understanding, from information
Lhat  we received Loday fFfrom Lhe
receiver, that there have been no
responses to . the Faguaeast For
someone else to Lake over Lhe
operation, and, in fack, now Lhey
have given up on that and they are
about to put the physical assets -
the steel, the building, land, and
g0 on - up  For tender Lo the
highest bidder, and to dismantle
the operation as a going concarn,

Could the Premier or the Minisker
of Finance confirm that or not?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premiear,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

I would have to wait to get the
latest -information on it. I heard
some information yesterday on it,
Lhat the Ltenders were in and, as I
remember, there were no Lenders
For Lhe rehabilitation ancl
reopening of the facility. T will
have Lo gel more information as Lo
where 1t goes From Lthere for the
horn. membair, So [ owill get that
information for the hon., memher,
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MR. FENWICK:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: ‘
A supplementary, the hon. Lhe
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

Since bthe Former employees have
indicated that they wish to make
an attempt to operate the Lasleel
Industries as a going concern,
wi 1l the Premiar ancd hi s
government consider a request from
Lhe organized workers, who have
workaed there for decades, to make
an attempt to take over Lhe assets
of the operation itself and try to
gaebt 1t operating again?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

If it is din the hands of the
receiver, I guess whoever ig
interested in tendering on it
would make their application or
proposal to the receivers, I
cannot understand how the
receivers have not got any
proposals for reactivation, and
then the member gets up and says
there is a proposal for
reactivation,

MR. FENWTICK:
There 18 no proposal. We are just
asking 1F you are open Lo one.

PREMIFR PFCKFORD:

Obviously they  wonld make khis
proposal Lo the receiver. That
seems to be bthe logical LUhing to
do. .

MR. FENWICK:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKIER:
A Ffinal supplementary, the hon.
the member for Menihek.
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MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, since we have, I
think, $3.5 willion to $4 million
committed to the operation, what T
am asking bkhe Premier to do is
take a much more active role 1in
Lhe disposition of the assebs.
Since we are one of the major
creditors, will the Premiar commit
himself to looking at Lhe
possibhilily ~of lhe workears
themselves, especially those who
are nnionized workoers and  were
there for a long period of time,
pulting togelher & proposal wilh
the help of Lhe government in
arder Lo gel: it operaling as a
going c¢oncern rather than have a
bunch of scrap?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr . Speaker, there WEE: an
opportunity for whoever wanted to
to make a proposal Lo the receiver
for the reactivation of Lhe
facility. Therefore, Lthat 1is the
route that was available to the
workers out there ar Lo any other
company Lthat had any dnterest in
il

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER.:
The hon. the member For Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mi. Speaker, T have a gquestion For
the Premier and 1t relates Lo Lhe
Conflict of TIntercst Guidellinas,
Did I understand the Premier to
sAay, in  answer to bthe question
from the member for St Rarbhe,
that once he has given his
permission to do certain things to
a  company  that falls under Lhe
Conflict of Interest Guidelines or
a aninister who falls under the
conflict of dinterest guidelines,
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that no matter what the dealings
of thal.  company are with the
governmaent afterwards that
minister 15 free Lo do as  he
wishes?

MR. RATIRD:
Ask vyour Leader. He knows how Lo
get around them,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:
No, Mr. Speaker,.

MR. TULK:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Then, M~ Speakaer, T ask Lhve
Premier will he table the letter
in which he gavae Lhe NDepLty

Premier of this Prouvince specific
approual to have his company go
ahead with the leasing of this
huild-ing to Lhe Workenrs!
Compensation Appeal Tribunal?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, that is
silly.

foolish,

MR. WEILLS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of . the

MR. WELILS:

Mr . Speaker, I have a queslion for
the Minister of Municipal Affairs
(Mr. Brett).

Nere is a proklem in thisa
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Province that affects my district
and a number of other districts,
and 1t 18 the government policy to
Fagitire sewerage Lreatment plants
in about a dozen or so swmall
commnunitics. Millertown, bheing
one of Lhem, Radger another,
Glenwood another, Benton another,

Mr. Speaker, would the minister
indicate to the House what Lhe
government 1is going ko do o
prevent Lhose communities fraom
being bankrupted by the costs of
operating those sewerage Ureatment
facilities when, 1in fact, other
larger communities are pouring raw
sewage into the same river system?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AfFfairs,

MR. BRETT:

T Lthank the hon. nember For bhat
question. He ds right, 1L ds a
very serious problem, T Ehink bhe
hon. Leader of Lthe Opposition dis
referring Lo Millertown in  his
district. I met with that town
cottneil  several months ago, and
the hon. Leader of the Opposition,
whose district dncludes Lkhe town,
was at the meeting. The Lown 1is
having very serious Financial
difficulty as a result of having
to cover the coslt  oF  sewearage
treatment .,

In most cases, these treatment
plants are required where sewerage
is bheing dumped dinto our rivers
and not into the ocean, but Lhe
problem 1s not unique in that one
Lown alone, 1t ds in several. I
suggest to the  House that almost
evaery single community that has
one of Lhese sewerage treatment
plants dis in serious trouble.

Only yesterday, M-, Speaker, I mel

wilth a council in Cantral
Newfoondland whose tolal budgel ds
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just in excess of $300,000, and it
is costing between $60,000 and
$100,000 a vyear to maintain the
sewerage treatment plant. So it
is a very serious problenm. T do
not pretend to have any imnediate
solution to 4t, but what we have
heen trying to do is to help these
comnunities on an indiuidual
basis, as the need arises, and
perhaps somewhere down Lhe road we
will have Lo come up with some
kind of a progranne.

Bul: T would suggest that thal ik
is going to be difficult to get
il oF Lhe sauwerige creabment
plants for obvious reasons. They
are required by the Department of
the Environment and I guess we
will have Lo conlbinue *to inskall
Lhem as they are needed but it is
a problem T do not  have any
immediate answer to, Mr. Speaker.

MR, WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR, SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the horn, the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

Specifically with respect to the
comnunity of Millertown and the
dire problem it is din at the
moment: whare ik has hiad Lo
terminate the ~employment of the
one person who can operate thal
facility, and there is now a
cdanger of the Facility backing up
and running out dn the town, what
does Ehe mwinisler ot end
specifically to do For the
comaunity of Millertown in that
regard?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Municipal
AFFairs.

Mr. Speaker, I will have to deal
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with the town council of
Millertown as I do with other
councils when they get into
trouble. We will have to look at
1t on  an individual basis. If
there 1is, in fact, a request in
From the council, then it will be
dealt with, and I suppose if it
means  dollars rather than having
the council go bhankrupt, then we
will just have Lo find the dollars.

Mir. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. tkhe member for bthe Strall
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, wy question is to the
hown . the Minister of Culture,
Raecreation and Youlh (M-, Butt).

The minister will know that his
solution Lo the rabies problem in
the Roddickton area was to cordon
ofFfF an area and Lry Lo destroy
every wild animal inside a certain
areda,

I ask the minister: Will the
minister follow the same procedure
used 1in the Roddickton area and
ki1l ofF the animals in the Graen
Ray area, now that there seems to
byo @ pabid animal  found in the
Green Bay area?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Mindister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth,

MR. BUTT:

M. Speaker, T wanl to assure the
hon. member that wherever Lhere is
a possibility of eradicating this
rabid fox problem that we have
will bhe done under the careful
supervision of highly technical
ancl skiTlled people in he
Department of Culture, Recreation
and Youlbh, Wildlife Division,
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assisted |y a wor L renowned
specialist, Dir. Johnston, who just
went  bhack +o Ontario Lo fLake a
break. What treatment 1s adequate
in Roddickton, tha Miton  area
will get the same kind of

Lraeatment . U 1t raguires
something different Lo be done, I
am. sure it will be done. I have

conficdence that those people will
do Tikewise.

MR. DECKER:
Mir. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.

MR. DECKER:
The hon. minister has the layman's
respect for the expert, Does Lhe
minister Now realize that the
approach which he has taken in
Roddickton could lead Lo Lhe
eventual destruction of the Lotal
animal population in this
Province? He can aeradicale rabies
hecause he will eradicate all of
the animals.

MR. SPFEAKIER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Yonlh.

MR. BUTT:

Mr . Speaker, we have implemented a

programne - in  Roddicklton fhabt was
clearly thought out by a highly
professional group of people. We
have hired the hest people we know
of in the world who can help us in
eradicating this yery serious

problem.

To date it looks Tlike what they
have accomplished has gone
extremely well. It was never our
intention to wipe out all wildlife
in a particular area, bhut only to
eradicate the .rabid fox problem,
MR. DECKER:
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Mr. Speaker.

"MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Lhe Strait
of Belle TIsle.

MR, DECKER:
Your experts picked up three rabid
Foxas . Mr.  Speaker, Lthat 1s Lthe
result of tLthe experts. Will the
minister now give orders to his
department to stop this needless
slaughter in Roddickton and find a
less wasteful way to control
rabics? It is & total wasteful
slaughter of animals, Mr. Speaker,
and it should be stopped.

MR. BUTT:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon., the Minister of Culture,
Recrealion and Youbth.

MR. BUTT:

Well, Mr. Speaker, I am absolutely
amazed that T am gebting kEhis Tine
of questioning firrom the hon,
member, We arcanged to have Pvim
come over to the Wildlife Division
in the department. so he could be
Fully briefed, a two hour briefing
session, T think. We obulously
wasted a lot of time and energy of
some  really good people who set
aside a couple of hours to bring
Ehe hon. member up Lo speed. Ir
he has all of a sudden become an
expert because of the advice he
has gotten over there, and he has
come  up  with  something new, I
suggest he do Ehe responsihle
thing and call up one of Lhe
supervisory people on that team
and  say, "Look, whalt vyou people
are doing and what Dr. Johnston is
instructiing Yyou to do 18 all
wrong . Because, I, Chris Decker,
nave Lhe solutdion to this and here
is my plan.' They will bring it
hack 1o me and I will notify the
hon. member what I will do wilkh
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it, ohviously.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LONG:
Mr . Speaker.

MR, SPEANKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
Faslk.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question-

today for he Premier  in the
absence of the Minister of Social
Servicaes (Mr . rohin), who T
understand is attending an
itmportant: conference i.n Gander .
With reference bto the Conference
in Gander which 45 being attended
by social workers and Lheir
supervisors and financial officers
fFrom across the Province, I would
like to ask the Preanier could he
aduise hon. members what back-up
syskems Lhe Department of Social
Services would have in place to
deal Wi th social assistant
recipients who are in need of
assistance when their Social
Workers are in Gander?

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr . Speakear, I wotlld bhe venry
pleased to answer that question
For lLhe hon. menher, Fimat of
all, let me say to the hon. member
in roeference Lo  Gander, [ was
there last night and spoke Lo 700
Social Workers.,

SOME HON. MEMRBIRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
A greab reaction.
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Cthedir Eraining

PREMIER PECKFORD:
I got a wonderful reaction.

Mr . Speaker, out of Fifty-two
offices in bhe Province, regional,
suboffices and so on, forty-six
are  ¢bi1ll manned by  people who
work for the Department of Social
Services Lo balke care ot the
problems of people whilst some of
Lhe other Social Workers are in
Gander, and the other six are
bheing Tookad af bar by Public
Health Nurses and the like so that
e can ensure Ehal:  while Lhe
peaple were in their seminars and
PIrogramnmne s
yesterday and today in Gander the
people of the Province are still
not heing neglected during bhat
two day period,

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
it supplenentary, the lhon. Lhe
member for St. John's East.

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, I would like Lo ask
could the Premier give us further
information - I  appreciate Lhe
information he has offered - and
whether he would indicate that the
staffing in these of fices is
heing clone by students QN a
temporary basis and secretaries,
and that there are many offices in
the Province Lhat do not have
professional peoplea o - oFFar
assistance to people who are in
neacd of help?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Ohviously, Mr. Speaker, T did not
have time bthis morning to check
Lhis . T was ip about six and I
have been 1in meebings ever since
then, which 1s what 1 do  most
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days, and then T came Lo the
House. But I +try to keep up with
Lhe debate on wost things bthat go
on, and from the dinformation that
T have at  lLhe presenl momant,
forty-six out of Fifty-two of the
oflFices have people there to deal
with the problems that individual
recipients or obhers might have in
coming to the offices, and the
other six are being coveraed by
Public Health Nurses and the like.

I will have to get that additional
information For  the hon. nember
bhecause I did not have time this
morning to tour all fifty-two.

MR. LONG:

A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
A Final supplementary, the hon.
the member for St. John's East.

MR, LONG:
I do appreciate the Frankness of
tLhe Premier's response, but 1 ask
would the Premier would check with
the Minister of Social Services to
determine whether Lhe practice of
the department, with such events
as - the conference in Gander wikh
700 professionals, 1s that staff,
on such occasions, are aduvised to
tell people to go to Lheir
churches for assistance 1l bhey
are in need?

MR. SPEAKER:
e hon. the Premier,

p IER PECKFQRD:

Mr., Speaker, T do not know if that
is true or not. I cannot helieve
Lhat that d1s true. If somebody
said that they did not have the
avdthority of the government to say
it or Lhe department, I am sure,
either the Depulby Minister, Lhe
Assistanlt Deputy Minister, or the
Minister. T just cannot put much
credence into that kind of advice
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being given.

Fhere 1s & wajor confarence of
dealing with the social programmes
oF - e Province, clealing wi bl
youlh corrections, dealing with
day carea, deal ing Wil h Lhe
handicapped, mentally or
physically, dealing with all the
range of progranmes that are now
heing offered by bthe Departiment of
Social Services. There are
seminars and  Lraining progranmes
on for the people in-the various
divisions of Lthe department. It
is a major undertaking by the
minister and his department to try
to respond to the changes that are
taking place in various parts of
the Province. As I understand it
from the minister, the offices
have been covered and there are
Forty-six that are being manned by
people and six others that are
e Ly looked aftar lhy Public
Health Nurses and the like in the
various communities. T think this
afternoon most of the Socilal
Workers will be back to their homne
commnunities.

Whether somebody said, 'You cannot
get. anylhing at the Deparbment of
Social Services office today, you
better go Lo your church, ' or
something like Lhat, if s ome
Flippant rematk R s e e by
somebhody like that, they never had
the authorily of this government
nor would they get it 1if they
sought it :

MR, GUILLAGE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Waterford
Kenmount .

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr, Speaker, a guestion for Lthe
Minister of Housing (Mr. Peach).
Would the minister aexplain why
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rent in Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing . units nave in fact
increased over the last five years
by an average of almost 10 per
cent, when these same units have
heen bringing savings of $537 a
year Lo Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing, @as a result of decreased
appraisals with the switch from
rental value taxation to capital
value over the same period?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the Minister of
NewFoundland and Labrador Housing.

MR. PENCH:

Mr., Speaker, I idndicated to the
how. member, T Lhink Jast week to
@ similar question, that
Newfoundland  and Labrador Housing
did have some rent- - increases over
Lhe paslt couple of yeaears, and in
1988- 89 we dindicated some furlther
increasaes  For  our market  rental
undits so we would bhe in Iline with
Lhe private sector people in the
Province and would not be in
direct competition with them. n
#ll cases, Mr. Speaker, we have an
ongoing maintenance programme, @&
refurbishing programme with our
hous ing unikts throughout the
Province, where we spend several
hundred thousand dollars per year
doing up our units in
Stephanville, Labrador ancl St
John's. Our rental increases, Mr.
Speaker, are in line with what the
market demands.

MR. GULLNAGE:
A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:

Would the mindster explain why it
appears Fhat Mewf oundLand and
labrador Housing does not in fact
Tag behind the warket but -in fack
selts the market price, due to
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excessive current and capital
costls compared ko Lhe private
sector, and that these costs are
in fact setling the warket price
rather than lagging behind it, as
the winister has explained?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Newfouindland and Labrador Housing.

MR. PEACH:

T Lthink, Mr. Speaker, it 1s good
that Newfoundland and Lahrador
Housing are +in lLhe markel rental
units as well, because 1if we do
gal the market rail Mr . Speaker,
we also are helping and assisti
in conltrolling the inarket rabes.
If we were not there to provide
housing units to some GOOO ar 7000
tenants across the Province, I
wonder  what  some of the rentals
might be, particularly in the city.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speakaer,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. GULLAGE:

Would the minister agree to
investigate Ehe current -and
capital costs apportioned Lo each
unit and, if in fact they are out
of Tine and adding to the cost per
unit comparable to the private
sechkor, would he recommend that
these units be returned to the
private seckor so that the market
price would be sel properly?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon ., Fhe Mindster oF
Newfoundland and Labracdor Housing.

MR. PEACH:

Mr. Speaker, I did indicate a week
or o ago  thalt our markelb rental
units would be increased by some 5
Lo 10 per ceant ACIOSS Lhe
Province . We are doing bthalt in
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line with what the private sector
are charging. I think T indicated
as well that 1f we are not on an
even keel with the rest of the
Province, we are probably 1 or 2
per cent bhelow the rest Lhat are
out. there. fs well, Mr, Spaaker,
we will conbinue to ensire that
our units are refurbished and are
keplt up to standard. That: is what
we have dntended and will continue
to . do, Mr. Speaker, so that our
units are in a salable position.
We did dispose of quibte & nunber
of units last year, particularly
in the Stephenville area, and any
units that we have throughout the
Province are in a salable position
at any time.

MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The han . the
Twillingate,

meambear For

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, my queskion goues to
the Minister of Fisheries, and it
concerns a statement made recantly
by Mr. Bruce Chapman, head of the
Fisheries

NewfFoundland and Labrador, who
saticd that in addition Lo the Rose
Ting plant c¢losure, there are a
number  of  other plants in  Lhe
Province having similar financial
probhlems . Mr . Spaeaker, ny
quastion to the minister: Is he
aware of any other plants in the
Province where there might e
tmpending closures bhecause of
Financial problems? If so, what
steps does he intend o take to
look after that problem 1if, in
fFact, one does exist?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:
The answer is no, Mr. Speaker.,
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MR. W. CARTER:
A supplementary,

MR. SPEAKER:

Associakion of

A supplementary, the hon. the
membaer for Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

M, Speaker, we have seen whal has
happered in the 51, l.awrance
siluation where a large nunber of
peopla  have been thrown out  of
work hecause of a plant failure.
N, my  gquestion  again Lo the
minister, Mr. Speaker, 1s since
this genkleman 18 @ reputable
member of the fish trades-

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. W. CARTER:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. - will he not
then make some ingquirdies and find
out iF dn fack some of our plants
are in serious trouble? I ask the
queskion in  order that mayhe we
can head off another plant closure
similar ko what happened dn Sk,
Lawrence .

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Ministkter of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

M, Spaaker, Lhe Minister of
Fisheries is btallking toe the people
involuved in  the fishing dindusltry
avery day of  the week : the
Fishing Industry Advisory Board,
the Departwent of  Fisheries, we
are talking Lo FANL, e are
talking Lo the dindependents, we
are talking Lo the Caplin
Producers Nssociation, we fre
talking Lo the union, we are
Lalking to everyhody, Mr. Speaker.

And I am not quarrelling with Mr.
Chapman's obhservablons of Lhe
market situation &t the moment,
bhut I answeread e hon.
gentleman's gquestion truthfully,
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and truthfully, at the moment, the
answer to his gquestiaon s no.

MR. SPEAKER:
The time for - 0Ordl Questions has
elapsed,

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Giuven

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: .
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RTIDEOUT:

M, Speaker, vesterday, in
Ques tion Par-iod, the lhon. Lhe
gentleman for Twillingate (Mr. W.
Carter) asked me +Af T was aware of
Lhe Facl that Fishermen in the Red

Harbour areca were owaed $90,000 T
believe thalt was the figure he
quotad by Sl Lawrance

Processors | td. T undertook with
him that T would chaeck il out and
inform the House, The hon,
gentleman, of course, made
reference Lo Lhe same statement
again today in the House.

Mr . Speakar, T am pleased to
inform the hon. gentleman and the
House that we have checked dinto
this matter. It is my
understanding that on Friday past,
May 20, the fishermen received
their cheques from the company, as
was Lthe arrangement. They and the
plant workers were to be paid
every Friday. The bank at St.
Lawrence refused Lo honour I e
cheques because the cheques were
drawn  on  a banlk account din S,
Johin's. The malter was resolved
on khe sane day when Lhe owner of
the company, Mre. Ting, arranged

ko have bhe appropriale Funds
transferraed from St. John's to the

S

Jocal bank 4n SG. Lawrence., Te s
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our information that the situation
appears to he normal . A1l
Fishermen and all plant workers
have heen paid up  to dabte, M,
Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hesr!

MR. SPEAKER:
Any Further answers to questions?

MR. PEACH:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Housing.

MR. PEACH:

M. Speaker, I have the answers Lo
question 152 on  the Order Paper
which was asked by the hon. member
Ffor + Maenihek (M Fanwick)
concerning Newf oundland and
Labrador fousing with regard to
what plans the Housing Corporation
has ‘o hire handicapped people in
the corporation; what funds have
hean allocatad For handicapped
programmes; what funds have, been
allocated Lo wmake the corporabkion
itself more accessible to Lhe
handicappead; and  are  there any
other programmes that the
corporation may have Lto help the
handicapped?

In short, M, Speaker, the
corporation does have active
representation on the provincial
government's Employment Fouity
Council. We fully endorse equal
opportunity for all people.

The corporation has a number of
people on staff who have various
degrees of handicaps. As a matter
of Fact, My, Speaker, the
corporaiion does have a
handicapped person on its Board of
Direcltors who, T an sure, 1in the
meetings that I have had wilth the
Roard of Directors, expresses well
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his¢ concerns and the needs of the
handicapped,

I would also point out, M,
Speaker, - in” Lhe answer, that the
corporation's new headqguarters on
Canadcda Drive 1% accessable Lo the
disabled, Most of the housing
units we have built over Lhe lasth
year or so, and, as a mabter of
Fact, four or five units T have
had the pleasure of opening over
Lhe Tasl couple of months, somne
here dn  the City, out- of four
Four -unit  builedings, we bhave had
one and two of | those which are
completely adaptad ancl nac e
available to the handicapped.

As well, Mr,
corporation,

Speakar, e
through other
programnes through its RAPP
programmes and other housing
programmes, do address the needs
of the handicapped, and, as we do
have representation made ko us for
various community groups around
Lhe Province with regard o
housing needs, we are ever mindful
of the needs of the handicapped,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
M. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKFER:
The hon. the
Council,

President of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, with deep regrel and
apoloygies, 1 Ffailed to pick up
Your Honour's woeds when he sadd,
"Notices of Motion". Could we
sTip back to Notices of Molions, 1
heg of you, I have a vary
important notice ko gilve.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Agreaec.

MR. SPEAKER:
Agreed,

.2374 May 26, 1988 Vol XL

Notices of Motion

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Spdaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Councti’l .,

President of Lhe

MR, STMMS:

M. Speaker, I gilve notice that T
wi 171 on Lomorrow ask  Taeave Lo
introduce a hill entitled, "An Acth
Respecling 7The Reordganization OF
Certain Government Departments And
Mial L ery Relatad or Incidential
Thereto". (Bill No. 42)

hank you, Mr. Speaker, and I
Ehank hon. members For Lhedr
patience and co-operation.

Petitions

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St.
East.

John's

MR. LONG:

Mr. Speaker, T have & petibion
today that I would like Lo present
o bthe Honsa,

MR. FENWICK:
TE has 1,000 names,

MR._LONG:
My currenlt Gtotal €dis 826 names as
of  this poinbk., - Thersa were somne
Lhat were gqoing to be bhrought Lo
my  office  bthis onornding,  bulb  dic
not quite make 1L, so I  Lthink
Lhere are more sktill out there,

The prayer of the petition is

quite in order, and T will read
the prayer S0 that all hon .
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members will see what the petition
is about.,

=

. MORGAN:
it original?

Ts

s}

MR. LONG:
Quear 800 names , all original
signatures, properly in order and

the prayer of the petition reads:
"Ta the House of Assembly:

"We, the undersigned, call upon
our Provincial government to
reject any plans Lo have
huclear-powered submarines
stationed in Newfoundland anc
Labrador For the following
reasons ;"

AN HON. MFMBER:
What? What?

SOMFE HON. MEMRBERS:
oh, oh!

MR. MORGAN:
You are all out of your winds,

MR. J.ONG:

TF you do not want to support the
petition, then you can get up and
$Aay so0. But for now T would Tike
to Finish reading the prayer of
the pelkition so bthat it is on the
record and all membears can
understand what the 800
signatories to this are saying.

MR. MORGAN:
Are you also against (inaudible)
Lthis time or what? '

MR. LONG:

For the following reasons:

"We helieve Lhe cost of e
submarine program represents &
gros s Nisusge of Canadian
taxpayer's monies, and that far
mne e Jobs  would  he created if
Lhose dollars were dnvested into
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okbher needed areas,;

"We believe, and experience has
shown, bthat naval nuclear reactor
vessels pose serious environmental
hazards, and that St. John's and
other harbours in the Province are
not now, nor will they bhe, able bo
deal with a reactor accident;

We helieve that nuclear-powered
submarines are not neecded to
assert our arctic sovereignty and
that bthese waters could be more
effectively and more cheaply
monitored using underwater sonar
devices, surface vessels, together
with plane ancl satellite
surveillance;" and Finally
hecause,

"We believe that the acquisition
of nuclenr powerad subimarines
would involve Canada din the UG,
Mauvy '« controversial Mari bime -
Strategy that, by Lhreatening
Soviet deterrenl sub forces, would
undermine Canaclian, as well as
global, security. "

So, Mr. Speaker, I will present
the pelbilion to the page Lo be
presented to Your Honour, and
would say that the prayer of the
petition ds outlined in a quite
camprehensive way. There are many
reasons why growing numbers of

Canadians ACross Lhe country,
North and South, are volcing not
only Ehere COnNcern about this
proposal by the Federal Tory
govarnment but, indeed, their

active and their dincreasingly loud
opposition to the intention by the
government to spend anywhere
bhe bwean $8 hillion and “$16
billion, to $20 billion of
Canadian taxpayers money over Lhe
next Five or ten years to purchase
éa Meet of ban  nuclear—powerad
sUbmarines.

Mr. Speaker, I would say Lhe hon.
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House Leader perhaps may be . the
person who might respond on bhehalf
of the government. The Premier is
not in his seat, but the Premier
in the past has been the person
for the government who lead the
charge on this dssue and, in quite
deTliberate Fashion, denouncing the
hon.  Mayor of the City of St
John's in  this House, virtually
calling the mayor of Lhe City
names  and the councillors as well
fFor taking what he said was an
irresponsible position,

Nt T would say to the hon. House
Leader, and also to the Premier,
yotl  should cheack today's Globe
and Mail orn page 3, I believe it
is, in o which we have a headline
that literally jumps of F the
center of the page. [t says: 59
Percent Oppose Purchase of Sub
Fleet, Poll Says. "

Now lebt me just quobte From this, I
was going to say Enviroponics,
Environics Pole Lhat  was just
published yesterday in which there
is a quote from the people who
sponsored the Poll that says:

"Playing a ©Ltough, macho kind of
role in the Arctic, going head to
head with +the Soviets, manfully
keeping Lhe o Mnericans oLt all
this kind of stuff dis nolt going
down well with the Canadians . "

"The poll Found 59 per cant  of
respondents disapproved or

strongly disapprouved of he
Faderal governmenl's plan to buy a
fleet or ben or twelue

nueclear- powered submarines al é
tolal cost of AL lTeastl $8
bhillion," and probably a lot more.

So whal T would say to Lhe House
| eacdler (Mr. Simms) and the Premier
i thie governmenl: had bebter be
careful about Lthe manner in which
it speaks to this Lssue,
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particularly in the City of St
John's.

testilfy that almost 200
petition
1 tip

T Can
signatories to this
represent only the proverhbi

of Lhe iceherg. There is &
popular ground swell of support
For the courageous and cCOomman

sense position that Lhe Mayor of
Lhis City has taken. This support

for Ihe Mayor is going Lo
translate dinto indeed a movement
OF publ-ic apinion HCPOSS b e

Province.

This government and this Premier
has  enough  problemns on its hands
wilthout leading the people of Lhis
Province into the Ffronc lines of
what 1is becoming dncreasingly an
obuious crazy schaeme Iy Lhe
federal Tories to waste Laxpayers
money on SOMe ing of  phoney
defence policy which is hased on &
red scarae, which makes abhsolutely
no sense 1in defence din security
terms, lebk alone economic Lerms.

The promisae of acononic
development through military
spending i something Lhat e
people in this Province are
increasingly, with & Jlouder and
louder wvoice, going to come to
Ehi g govarmment i say, e
reject unequivocally the promise
of  jobs to  he drawn  dinto  the
nuclear arms race.'

Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

AN HON, MFMRER:
Hear, hedar!

MR. FENWTCK:

My, Speaker.

MR. GPEAKER:

The horn. the member for Menihek.

MR, FENWIGK:

Mr.,  Speaker, similar bto another
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petition we prasented before, if
there are any other members on the
govermient side or in the official
Opposition who wish to speak in
support of the pebtition, T will be
glad to sit down and give them my
place. T did  not  see anybody
rise, so then I will assume it
means they are all opposed Lo it

MR. LONG:
The Premier opposed the petition.
The Liberals are opposed also.

MR. FENWTCK:
Is there anyone? No?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. LONG:
The Liberals are also opposed.

MR. FENWICK:
Okay .

Mr. Speaker, T +hink 1k is wvery
jmportant  to  realize this 1s a
petition signed by dn excess of
800 dndividuals. It dis also. a
part of a movemenl towards looking
much more critically at what we
are willing Lo accepl in bterns

MR. MORGAN:
Are they Newfoundlanders?

MR, FENWICK:
of wilitary development.

MR. MORGAN :

Are bthey Newfoundlanders or some
Cinaudible)?

MR. FENWTCK:
The quesktion, Mr. Speaker, -

They are +in my disktrict, all over
the City of 8t. John's, 1in Lhe
last bwo weeks

SOME._HON. MEMRBRERTS:
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Ooh, oh!

MR, STMMS:
You do not represent Lhe whole
City of St. John's.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Okl, oh!

MR. LONG:
Re cigar on it.

MR. SPEAKER:

Oorder, please!

MR, LONG:
Restaurants
petition.

dowrntown had &

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. MORGAN:
Aorn on the wmainland!

MR. LONG:
Go jump in khe Take!

MR. FENWTCK:
M, Speaker -

MR. MORGAN:
(Imaudible) the petition.

MR. LONG:

Have a Jook at the petibtion,

MR. FENWICK:

Mr ., Speaker, mayhe rhe -+individuals
can continue on the debate at some
other time and during some obther
occasion in this House, 1 hope.

What I would like to do s make
some very important points with
respect to it. There has bean a
bit of confusion coming out of the
position from City Hall about
whether or not the City's position
is  that this 1s a nuclear free
zone in terms  of  weapons  or in
Lerms of power plants. I think it
i nportant  bto realize thab it
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may be -~ T think the member for
Waterford - Kenmount (Mr. Gullage)
may confirm  that hls Dbelilef s
that 1t 4¢ nuclear weapons free
zone. But, Mr. Speaker, what I
Lhink 1t d1s dimportant to realize
s the distinction between nuclear
power plants and nuclear weapons
is a spurious separabtion.

Tn faclk, in the case of war, in
Lhe case of a submarine being
burned or being destroyed, the
effect of a nuclear-powered
submarine blowing up s Lhe same
in terms of the number of people
it kills and the effecl it has on
a city like &t. John's as 1if a
nuclear weapon were actually used
in the city. I think it is rather
difficalt Tor people Lo separate
the fact that either 1s a very
¢lear bthreat +to a c¢ity like &t
John's.

One of the things that we should
also realize i these nuclear
submarines that the Premier so
eagerly wants in the City of §t.
John's, wants in our harbours are
ones which are nobk permitted 1in
New York City, are not permitted
in San Francisco harbour, and are
not permitted in major harbours in
the United States because Lhe
people who make them and man them
and who supervise them, Fhe
American government, realize Lthat
ik is Folly Lo put nuclear
reactors like that c¢lose Lo major
populabkion centres.

saker,  when we Lalk aboot
it ar b From e incredible
waste of taking $10 to $20 bhilldion
worth of wmoney to put dinto this
particnlar military ¢

expenditirea,
there H1s o very c¢lear threat to
the people of $St. John's or any
harbouwr din  this Province, 1if we
were to station nuclear submarines.

I gsaying this, by the way, 1
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should mention to you that neither
the federal party, myself, nor my
colleague here, are particularly
opposed to conventionally powered
submarines in an appropriate role,
defined for Canada, in which we
have an appropriate defence policy
that makes some rational sense.

Quite frankly, the only defence

.policy T have seen make sense ‘s

the one adopted by the federal New
Democratic Parity i1 itks  recent
White Paper, all of which are
availabhle to hon. members here so
they may actually learn & Dbit
about international strateqgy and a
defence policy appropriate Lo our
Cimes . With that, Mr. Speaker, I
sit down saying I entirely support
lhe petilion that nas been
presented.

T believe 1in the future we will
hetu e A nore enlightened
electorate. It d4s obvuious din this
Housea, there are Fifty people
here, that not only do not know
what  they are talking aboub in
terms of nuclear defence, bhut even
waorse, are not @uean apen to
listening to the arguments and
looking at the perils that are
there, That 1s too bad, We are
willing to do ik, We think il is
our responsibility.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DAWE:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The o, Lhe M s e of
Intergovernmental AfFfairs.

SOMFE HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mir. Speaker, I rise on bhehalf of
memhers on this side of +he HMHouse

No. 44 R2378



.to  support, certainly, the right
for people to have varying
opinions as to how Canada should
he defended and the Lype of
strategy which Canada has Lo puot
Forward to mak e sure its
sovereignly and it Ferriltories
are protected and the people of
Canada are prolactad.

Caertainly, Mr, Spaeaker, Af hon,
members to wmy far lefl were as
ex¢itad and as commt b Lad o
defending and maintaining Canada's
sovereignty as they are on this
particular issue, then perhaps we
would have nothing Lo Ffear From
anybody bhecause it was a wvery
emotional outburst that the hon.
member for St. John's East (Mr.
Long) displayed.

M. Speakar, - Lhe Premiar has
annunciated Ehis on previous
occasionsg., We certainly are going
to do everything we can in this
Province ko make sure that there
is & more equitable distribution
of DND spending in Canada. We are
by far the lowest per capita
receiver of DND  spending din  the
context of this Province as for
expanditures From Nalional Defence
and we wanlt to make sure, and we
Will make sure, and we are doing
everykthing we Can through
conversalions wilkh the Mipisler ol
National Defence, our friend, the
Minister of TInternational Trade,
My, Croshie, and Lhe Prime
Minister Ehirough the Premier's
office, to make sure that that
discrepancy and thalkt disparity in
the expenditure from the federal
govarnment, particularly in the
area of National Defence, 1s more
equiltahly spaent ancl @ larger
portion is spent in this
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. DAWE:

This particular programme and the
expenditurea of this amounl of
money, Lhe many bhillions of
dollars, provideas LA nRntgue
opportunity e hauve navey had
hefora Lo access a  gignificant
amount of new expendilbures.

The National Defence Department
and  the Federal gouvernmenl have
maintained they are not willing Lo
taka. exisiing programes arel
existing infrastructure Ffrom one
part of Canada and nove it to
another part, hbhut this represents,
as a resulk of a White Paper put
out by the federal government, new
expenditures of new dollars in bthe
area of National Defence and it
provides a unique opportunity for
this Province to try and access
some of those dollars. We will be
very aggressive in making suUre
Lhis Province and the people of
Newfoundland bhenefit From Lhi s
kincd of economic benef il

Again, Mr., Speaker, before T sitk
down, I wish to acknowledge the
right of people who sign petitions
to make representation to their
legistature wilth varying opinions
ancd  certainly those opinions, as
well as poeople who have opinions
in a completely opposite direction
and who Fully suppaort this kind of
initiative on behalf of this
national government and consider
it to he long overdue, I certainly
support the people who have Ehat
view as well. My, Speakar, with
Ehat

MR. SIMMS:

Refore you sit down, with respect
Lo  the Mayor, we have Jlots of

“dealings with Lhe Mayor, vary,

very good dealings on ey
occasions . This 14 only one
matie

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

Does he not still have time left?
He was not finished.

MR. DAWE:

M, Speaker, as it relates
specifically to the City of St.
John's and to the Mayor of tLthis
City, as my colleague, the
President of the Council, the
President of Treasury Roard, the
Minister responsible For the
Status of Womaen, House Leader, wy
colleagque to my wvery near left,
has pointed out, we have a Tobt of
ongoing and excellent
relationships with the Cily of Si.
John's and are very supportive and
work co operativaely Fogather Lo
make sure that this City, as an
inkegral  part  of  Lhis  Province,
continues Lo prosper and take
advantage of  anany opportunities
from the federal government and
From the provincial governmnent .

So, Mr. Speaker, with those feuw
words, T conclude,

MR. DOYLE:
And they were very wise words, I
must say.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

We are on petitions now. Ts the
non. member rising ko present
anokther petition?

MR, |LLONG:
No, T am on a point of order, MPr,
Speaker,

MR. SPEAKIER:
A point  of order, the hon, the
membher For St. John's Fast.,
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MR. LONG:

My point of order ig with
roference Lo the comments made Dby
Lhe member for RBonavista Soulh
(Mr. Morgan) concerning the names
on the petition. I would like to
draw to Fhe attention of bthe House
the names on the petition -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

That is not a point of order the

shon., member is rising on. He has

praesentaed a petition Wil b a
certain number of names on 1it, and
these names have been acceptad.

There 1s no point of order,

MR. LONG:
I rise on a point of privilege,
Mr . Speakaer,

MR. SPENKER:
A point of privilege, the hon. the
member For St., John's Fast,

MR. LONG:

My point of privilege, Mr .
Speaker, d1s that I believe that
Lhe member For Bonavista Jouth has
questioned the validity of the
signatures on the petibion which I
presented with several hundreds
names on ik, In particular, . I
would like to say that there 1s a
person in the gallery

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

today, whao i A Grade IX
stucdent, who gathered 200 names 1in
her school.

MR, SPEMAKER:
Order, pleasa!

sa

Order, ples

The hon. member knows when the
Speaker risos he should sit down,
He ds  here din the House long
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enough to realize that.

MR. LONG:
[ am sorry, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member 1s, to my mind,
ks ing ha privileges ol the
House by rising on & point of
privilegao. Thaere 1is no privilaege
whatever at the present time, no
prima facie casco.

S0ME HON. MEMBERS:
Name him! Name him!

Orders of the Day

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, carrying on wi kh
legislation, we are dealing at the
present time with Order 9, BRill
No. 14, which was adjourned last
day by the member for Stephenville.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for
Stephenuille adjournad ihe
dehate. He has his full time.

The hon. the member for
Stephenuille.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank yon, Mr. Spoaker,

TEL s a pleasure Lo speak Lo Lhe
bill being brought din by the hon,
minidster. T have juslt a couple of
CONCErns that I would like to
EXPIESS on bahalf af s olne
constituents of mine, ancd also
concerns with the general part of
the bill.

There are two points T would Tike
Lo make . One point, with
reference in the bhill, i ko
signage on the highways put up by
the Department of Transportation.
The Chamber of Caommerce in my area
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has been very interested in 1it,
and T Ehink dn obther areas of the
Province where places are off the
heaten path of Lthe Trans Canada
Highway . They have e
attempting  to  pul up  signage bto
promote the areas in which they
Tive, ard that has bheen a problen
in trying to get nice signs up to
promole, For exanple, bthe Bay
GCeorge, Porlt au Port area.

t
S

There was some concern, I believe,
wi i Lhe Departmant of
Transportation, as to the type of
signage, and so on. T @ hoping
{o see, I see some Lthings in here
related Lo signage pubt up by Lhe
Province, but I would like to see
if bhe minister could address that
matter when he rises, with respect
Lo organizations, or comnunities
that are trying to promote
themselves. . T think It dis wvery
important for comnunities off - the
path of the Trans Canada
especially when it comes Lo
Lourism, o gat he proper
promotional effort put out on the
highway so  they can  draw  bhe
tourism dollar into these areas.
Tl 45 very important Far the
economies of these areas of the
Province . T has been a problen,

As a matter of fact, I believe the
response  from Lhe Department of
Transporlation a number of months
ago was  Lhat Lhey werce working on
a bill, and they were looking at
legislation. T would assume  thak
that is going to bhe addressed.

MR. DOYLE:
I support whab you are saying.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Alright, as you are probably
aware, 1t ds  happening in other
parts of bthe Prouvince,

n

30 e would Tike Lo G 6
something. I think a good
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compromise c¢an bhe worked out on
thal matber which will allow these
communities which are not in under
the direct TCH Lo he able o
benefit and, as I say, to avail of
that opportunity to draw Lourists
into their areas. If the minister
could address that, T would
appreciate it

On a second matter, T had a letter
from a constituent a while back.
In the bill ikself, At talks about
accidents, the reporting of motor
vehlicle accidents, and so on, n
constituent din  my area had an
accident and had hit a guard rail),
and went through the quard rail.
The accident was reported; Lthera

Was @ report done . Rut he
receiyed a bl from Lhe
Department of Transportation for
Fhe raplacaement of Lhe . guard

rail. T owould bring that question
Lo the minisbter, as Lo whelher or
not that d1s government policy Lo
send Ehe replacemenlt cost  of bthe
protection you pay For to a person
who has an accident,

To wme, it is not exackly « fair
policy, I would hope the hon.
minister, and I have sent him a
letter on this and have addressed
1t to his department, I would hope
that matter can bhe addressed
hecause it dis & genuine concern to
myself and to many people out
there that the guard rails or
guide rails that are put up around
the Province are there Lo protect
the people who drive. No doubt,
some  people maybe are careless,
and so on.

T would hope government will
raalize Lhal whean YO gat a
driver's Jicence, you pay Fees and
you are  paying insurance,  amd so
Or . I hope the government can be
a Tittle bil nore Fadir, T think,
in trying to collect this type of
payment  From  somebody  who  has  an
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accident. The general taxpayer, T
Lhink normally, will pay the whole
thing.

When you pay your fees for drivers
licenses, you pay your Fees for &
variety of other things.

MR. FUREY:

You have to nail (inaudible).

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Well, that (s Fine when you damage
property, but a guard rail is
there to protect you,

AN _HON. MEMBER:

(Inaudible).

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Well, -k s property, but 1t is
also a guard rail thalt you pay For
wilh your drivers Ticanse foeo.

MR. DFCKER:

It dis a guide rail.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

T s A guide rail, or whatever
you want to call +4it, hut it is
Fhere Lo proteclt  you. Sometimes
the road is not in very good shape
and you hit the gquard rail and you
go through it I think it ds a
mabtter we should look at as part
of the policy of government.

I would hope that the minister,
being a e minister in the
department, will review that just
to sea F something can be done
about that matter,

Those are the two major concerns T
have, specific ones, wmind you, but
ones that relate to the bhill and
i the winister can address those
in Lhe near future, I would
greatly appreciate il

Thaink vyou, Mr., Speaker, For your
patience and your Lime.
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SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:
M. Spealker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor Gander.

MR. BAKER:

T see the hon. minister was on his
feot angd T @ sorry to cinterupl
hime but T have just a few comments
about Lthe bill. My mike is not
turned on, that is why you cannot
hewr ., Just some comments about
this particular bhill. First of
all, the obuious comnent macde many
times by members on this side 1is
the Fack bthat one would have Lo
point out the flip—-flop with
regard ko the point system that
the minister 1s so famous for in
Lhis Province right now, so very
famous for.

He came into a department that had
a well-established and
well-announced policy of a point
system Ehat: was supportad and
recommended and so on by all of
the safely groups in Lhis
Province, the Newfoundland Safety
Council, the Newf oundTand
Motorcycle Federation, and every
other group in 1 he Province
concerned wilh safety and with
people driving on the highway Lhal
really, at some point, should be
weedaed oul, The poinl system was
welcomed as a marvellous device Lo
make the roads of Uthis Prouyince
safer,

This was all done by the previous
Ministaer of Transportation, who is
a gentleman who 1s concerned about
safFeby and regulations in  bhis
Province .

The present minister, of course,

.
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comes in and lmmediately decided -

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible) .

MR. BAKER:

Oh, T undarstand. The minister &
listening. I know he is hiding
away  behind the President of Lhe
Council, but I understand he g
Tistaning. I know that .

MR. TJULK:
Ho is gebkling his instructions.

MR. BAKER:

He is geltting his dnstructions
from him. That s  probably inore
like dit. The member from Fogo
SAYS ha is getbting his
instructions from him.

This minister . comes along and,
being a new hroon and sweeping
clean, he decides, for $ Ome
reason, that the point sysben has
to go, that this Province should
not be subjected to this point
system, and, for no reason at all,
seemingly, the minister cancels
the whole programme.

We wonder what the real reasons
waere, T do nok know iF  Lhe
minister ds getting any political
Faadhack, T do know the minister
has disappointed a lol of people
angd a lot of people are dismayed
by this flip-flop. They do not
know why  the winister  cancelled
Lhe point system, -a point system
Fhat was, as the wember for Burgeo
- Bay d'Espoir (Mr, Gilbert) saild,
welcomed by  all partices in  the
House, by all sides of the House.
S we  are  anxiods tao hear  some
proper explanation from Lhe
mintster as bto why this particular
programme was cancelled.

I would like to point out to the
minisber that Lhere are many
things that make the highways of
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this Province dangerous, many
Ehings, T suppase, Lhat The
Highway Traffic ncl  cannot deal
with and An Act Relaling To the
Use And Operation OF Vehicles.

One of the major problems, I would
point out to the wminister, and T
am  sure he understands this, is
the rutting of highways across bhe
Province, areas of Lhe
Trans—-Canacda H- g hway Lhat when
there 1s any rain at all become
nightmares to drive on,
running down the wmiddle of the
roads . So this kind of a safety
hazard, this kind of a hazard to
driving, I would suggest to the
minister, should bhe eradicated as
gquickly as possible, Ehis
particular hazard.

T ko Ehak here is G OIne
construction underway now N an
area of  Lhe Province whaere bhis
problem bis severse, Rut T would
like Lo point out Lo bhe winister
that all over the Province we have
Lhis same probloem.

Tha minister in answering
questions about highway

consktruction would say that  we
only have so much money and we can
only do so much. Well, T would
say ko tLhe minister that our
highway systen MO in Lhis
Province is inadequate, We do not
have enough paved roads and  we
cannot  support and  we cannot
properly maintain and keep the
roads we now have,

In this regard again, Mr. Speaker,
through vyou to the minister, I
would like Lo say the proposal
thal would see a twinning of a lot
of the Trans -Canada Highway across
Lhis Province, a proposal Lhat
would see a beade offF in berms of
a lot of money For the railway,
has Lo be done wilth care because
the Minister of Transporlation
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rivers .

(Mr. Doyle) many Limes has
refarred to the problen of the
upkeep of the roads we now have
TF bthe minister dogs not guarantee
Lthat 1f such & deal 1is struck at
some Lime  in bthe near  Fubure, if
such a deal is slruck at any btime,
that e [y e guarantaad proper
maintenance money because 1t s
one thing Lo havye double he
highways in this Province, but it
is  another thing to have double
the . highways in dangerous
condition in this Province and
that 1s what we do not want to
@@, I realize Lhat does not
relate directly to this bill, ™M,
Speakar, and T thank you For
bearing with me while I got ©Lthat
little point off my chest .

There is a specific point din here
havsing o do owith  wseat  Dbells
systems. The ddea of seat bells
is  generally accepted as beling a
good praclice. It has bheen proven
it oresults din lower medical costbs
in the Province and so on, Rut: T
wonlld aslk the wminister whaen he s
summing up and making his closing
speach, 1Ff he would deal with the
fact that in this particular piece
of Jegislation seat halis are
required, and the dncidents and
the details of how they have to be
used are spelled out, but there
are o number of exceptions. One
of them 1s that when you are
driving a vehic¢le in reverse, you
do not have to have a sealt bhelt
on.

A superficial analysis might
indicate that is hecause when you
are driving din reverse and 1if you
happen to bump dinte somebthing or
something bumps dinto vyou, vyou are
being pushed back into the se
and, therefore, you do not neec
Lhe seal bell restrainlk to prevent
you Ffrom bhouncing around dnside
Lhe car. S0 perhaps  that  is  Lhe
reason why, when you are driving a
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vehicle in reverse, you are not
required to wear a seatbt belt.

However, I would like to point out
Lo the minister through you, Mr.
Speaker, that many accidents occur
when people back out onto roads
angd gelb hilk side on. They do not
it something backing dnto it,
they gek hibt side an. aAncd T would
suggest Lthat perhaps 1t would be
hetter in  that inskance +Af the
saeut helt were slill on to prevent
the  bouncing around Fhal,  might
occur dnside the car.

N ma jor point hatl has baeen
brought up here, and T would like
Lo  suppork -it, has Lo do  wilh
achool buses, The point has been
macde abhout seal bell use in schaool
buses, and I shutter when I see
school husas going by, Ffull of
school children, and there are no
restraints . Not only Ehat but,
the padding and so on in those
buses dis rather minimal.

That is bad enough, but what
compounds the problem with school
buses is quite often you will sew
students standing. I bhelieve
there is an allowance made for 10
percent of the capacity of the bus
to be people standing. T say Lo
the minister this is a recipe for
disaster. The mintsber wight come
back and say, '"We have had no
disasters wilkh the school buses.
There are school buses Lhroughout
this Province {Tor & number  of
years and we have had no major
disasthers, Me wenboer From Gander
is belng an walarmist .’

1 would say to the minister, those
school buses Al e not safely
constructed, They very gasily
crunble. They do notl have
adequate padding in Lthe interior.
The occupants are nobk wearing any
restraint devices and maybe one of
Lhe reasons Lbhey are nobt wearing
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any restraint devices 1is Dbecause
there is nothing strong enough to
attach them to. Not only bthat,
there are stucdents standing in bhe
aisles while the buses are 1in
motion,

I Ehlink bthis s an arca whare bhe
minister cannot Jjust silt back and
wia it For a digsaster Lo happen
hefore he Lhen brings in
regulaltions and pontificates On
how quickly the governmenlt lakes
action in a sibtuakion Tike bhis.
Now is bkhe time for action wilh
regards Lo school bus use in khis
Province,

I know Ehere are a Tot oF
extenuating circumstancas with
school hiees hacause, i F youl
require tLhe restraint devices,
then Lhe cost of bosing studaents
hecomes greater, and therefore the
cosl of educatbion climbs,

I would also say Lo the minister,
and I am sure the Minister of
Education would hear me out, we
are busing far too many students
in this Province anyway, and there
are so many cases where we can
stop the busing of students and
thus decreasing this problem with
Lhe buses and the possihility of a
potential disaster.

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, Lhese are the-

MR. TULK:
Cosl 18 nNo excusae,.

MR. BAKER:

Cost dis no excuse, I undersland
Fhatl,  but  sometimes the Ministar
of Transportation uses these
arguments to  support  the stalbus
quo and to excuse nol making a
changa .

Wikh those aw comments, My

Speaker, I will wait until the
committeae skbage to make any
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Further specific comments on  Lhe
Ri11.

MR. SPFAKER:

(F the winister speaks now, he
closes the debate.
The Fron . Ele Minister of
Transportation,

MR. DOYLE:
Thank you, Mr. Speakcer,

First of all I want to thank
members for some of the very good
points they did bring forward. I
have been taking notes on some of
the itewns the hon. membaers have
heen expressing concern about. 1
will attempl to deal with most, if
not all, of the comnents put
Forward.

First of all, goling down bthrough
the list here, I think the- member
for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir  (Mr.
Gilbert) mentioned the Lime
involved in bringing forward this
legislation we have before us
boday . T would point oull Lo him
most of the Act, as I indicated in
present-ing the  bill, 14 ol @
houselkeeping nature, with a wvery
important seclion seb oub for bhe
National Safety Code. 0Of course,
Ehe National Safety Code, For the
most part, has heen a federal
initiative and wmost provinces are
responding now the way that we are
responding by bringing din  their
own particular hill Lo give effect
to Lthe National Safely Code, Of
colrse, ot all provinces nave
done that yet and we are very much
on time and we are quite timely,
indeed, in bringing in the bill at
Lhis point.

The point system has heen talked
about by some mewbers  today  and
some members are concerned about
ik, and the fact that il has heen
placed on hold or cancelled, as
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some wmembers  sadid. T have mek
with the Safety Council recently
and T ohave talked about the point
system at some Jength with them
and gone ovaer the pros and cons of
it The wmemhers of the Safetly
Council are concerned about safety
on our highways and I would hope
and trust all wemnmbers are,

However, I do not believe, M.
Spealer, there is anything Lo
indicate the same goals cannot bhe
achieved by pursuing other
initiatives that the Department of
Transportation Fully intends Lbto bhe
involved in over the next number
of weealks andl months . The
Registrar's OfFice, in
consulktation with other officials
within the department, will now be
Formulating plans ko develop —an
education and a counselling
P Ogramme

Drivers, &« U have indicated In
making the opening statement on
Lhe point system & number of days
ago, are being monitored, have
heon wonitored for & number of
years by Lthe Registrar's Office,
and the chronic offenders are
being ddentified and will he given
the opportunity, hoperfully, when
we get bLhis education and
counselTling P Ograune prut L
place, to take advantage of thal
measure ,

The programne g mnuch mare
detailed than what 1 have
indicated in those couple of hrief
words ., However, the programne is
Lo bhe worked oub and T will be
announcing to the House and to the
Province what measures will he
implemented to achieve our
objecltives in Lhal regalrd.
Hopefully, that will be done in
e not oo cdietant Future,
depending upon how quickly, of
course, bthe Registrar's OFFicd and
the officials of my department can
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put in place this programme.

When I dinitially announced the
point system was to be placed on
hold, I believe I used the phrase
that 1L was probably a little bit
Loo punitive and at that time some
memnhers took excepbtion to  that
word and to that statement, they
Felt Lhe phrase was a liktle bitb
oo strong. However, Mr. Speaker,
maybe it was noll btoo strong ab
all. Maybe it was very accurate.

1 say that because I believe bLhat
the point system, Tike eavary other
aystem din  the world, it 1s not
free From Fault, it is not periaecl
as some people might wvery well to
lead ns o belisve, There are
problems with the system yelt to be
workaed out, Tt dis nol: Fail safe.
Tt is not Foolproof.

A case din point as a ruling that
was  recent’ly  brought down in  a
court over din Nova Scotia. AN
individual had his Ticence takeaen
away from him by the Registrar's
Office. He had no knowledge of
why his licence had been
suspended. Upon investigating the
matter, he found out that he had

his licence suspended even Lhough

he had not been 1in possession of
his., own car, it had been given Lo
a Friend and somehow, 1t worked
hack tEthrough the system bhal he
was to lose his licence hecause of
ik, He Look i+t bto court, and, of
course, +the courlt ruled that the
Roagisbhrar il not: have Lhe
authority to take away his licence
in bhalb particular regard

Thaese are measures or bthings bthat
should he pointed out Lthat make
the systemn probably a Tibtle bit
too punitive 4fF it ds nol properly
addressad, These are Lhings which
have to bhe addressed and have to
be dealt wibth when bringing in any
type of & system of LULhis nature.
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I do not want, Mr. Speaker, to
jump in too quickly on it. I wantk
to examine the alternatives that
are available Lo government. I
want to move slowly on the dissue
so  that every possible -avenue of
approach 1is exhausted to insure
what Ls propesed s a Falr and a
just and a reasonable and a proper
approach to this type of programnne.

T sincarely and honesltly believe
some. further research needs Lo be
undertaken in  thal regard, T do
not helieve you should bring in
ANy aneasure, ginply hecausae LU
seems Lo bhe working well somewhere
elsa., T ik is aever brought into
Newfouncdland, I would like to see
it hecduse it is  good  For  Lhe
Province, and hecause it can work
well  herae. i Lhat regard, T
helieve that more raesearch is
naaded, NG e Lime  neads to  he
taken to examine the malberials
available Lo s, Lo examine i
both From the view of Lhe
effectiveness of  such & system,
and also allowing for careful
study of the mechanisms necessary
to help drivers improve their
driving habits.

Mr.  Speaker, T want to address
some of the points that were made
by the. member Ffor Stephenville,
(M, K. Aylward) which were very
good points, as a makbter of fact,
that he made, one heing QU
silgnage policy harae in Lhe
Province, anc that maor e signg
should ha alTlowed o prome ke
certain areas and certain
businesses, and I belisve that His
a uvery, very good point and I
support completely what the member
is  saying. Quer the Jast number
of wmonths, as a mabtler ofF Fack,
when I was Mindister of Municipal
AFatdirs  and  the  Formaer minister
was Minister of Transportation, we
put in place jointly a comnittee,
consisting of people From
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Transportation and Municipal
AFFairs, to Took  at: the whole
signage policy of the Province.

Coincidentally enough, I wrote a
mene é couple of ey s AGo
inddcating to staff that I wanted
Lhat  comwilbtee o report  and  bo
give us some ddew as to what the
signage policy should bhe thal we
should adopt for the Province. I
have had representations wmade Lo
me by business people who need to
have & greater promolion of their
business, which happens bto he off
the heatean Erack, aff Ehe
Trans—-Canada HMHighway. I think I
told that committee Lo report by
June 10, and hopefully it will
come up  with recommendations to
address that problem.

There 1is one other point T should
address, which the member For
Stephenville brought up as well,
and thal has to do with the policy
ule have in place, in the
department, whereby we send bills
From the department: FOo varidous
individuals who damage guardrails
iLn the Prouirnce in accidents,
That 1s @& policy the department
has had in place now For «a numbher
of years. I should point out, as
well, that [din about 90 per cent of
the CHE@S the Department of
Transportation winds up payiing bthe
hill for Lthese guardrails, simply
because we c¢an never really locate
who  has  done the damage, olher
thanm in cases reporbed Lo the RCMP.

M. Speaker, with those (NGIPY
remarks, I move second reading of
the bill. If therea 8- any
additional information hon.
members would Tike to have, T will
hbe only btoo happy to provide it to
Lhem  when we geb  bto  Commilbtee
stage .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haear!
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On motion, a bill, "An Act To
A nd Anc Consolidate The Law
Relaling To The Use And Operation
OF Vehicles," read a second time,
ordered referred to a Commities of
Lhe Whole House on Eomorrow.
(Bill No. 149

MR. SIMMS:
Ordar 11, Bi1lT1l No. 7. nn Acl To
Amend The‘Schools Act . "

Motion, second reading of a kill,
"An et To Mnend The Schools
Act." (Bill No. 7).

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Educabtion.

MR. HEARN:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Rill No. 7, "An Nct To Anend The .
Schools Act," deals wi th Four
amaenchnents . Numbher one, which is
sub-sectiaon (4) of Section 5 of
Fhe Schools Acbt, s  an amendment
that provides for the alteraltion
or abolition of school district
houndaries and the creation of new
school disbricls, e o ld
sub~section (4 of Seclion 5
provides for  Lhe alteralion of
district boundaries and Lhe
craalion of districts, bul it does
not provide Ffor the abolition of
existing gdishrict boundarias.
This was necessitatecd by Lhe
recent  board studics commissioned
by the Integrated Fducation
Committes, and  more  recently by
the Catholic Education Committes,
and, For I Fre bhenef ik ofF honm.
members, I have now been notified
lyy he Pentecoskal Fducation
Committee that they are also going
o be Jlooking at Lheir school
board boundaries,

A number of recommendations will
soon he Forthcoming in relation Lo
boundary changes, and consequently
Lhe Naegislation will have Fo he
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changed in  order Lo accommodale
the requests by the various
Education Commibttaes.

The second amendment, sub-section
(1) of Section 9, deals with
current legislation, -somewhat
cumbersome din its provision, for
the establishment of interim
school boards where school
districts are created, The
amendment to  subsection (1) of
section 9 w11 gimplify Lhe
process and provide for a smoother
Fransition From an dinterdim  board
to @& permanent hoard. As the
School  Board electiong are held
evaery four years now, coinciding
with municipal elections, a manber
of the changeas Lhat are
Forthcoming i e raxl short
while and dnto the next few years,
as Lhe three Comni liiaes ek e
suggestions and changes and phase
Chem in, there will he a number of
new boards, or interiin  hoards,
heing set up and this jush makes
the mechanism i little more
fFluent, and Lhe process can [low
smoothly rather than in the

cumbersome way it would at present.

The third one deals with capital
funding, that is subsection (2) of
section 86, The capital funding
For school construction is
apportioned to each Denominational
Education Committee on a
population basis. Subsecbtion (2)
of seckion 86 provides for an
exemption For this apportiomnent
Formula where funds are jointly
providad [y tha Fedaral and
provincial governmenbs For the
consbkruclhion ofF schools in
communities not designated naltive
comaunilias,

e amendment. of snbsection (2) of
section 86 extends this examplbion
o tha expenditire ol capital
Funcgds under the Federal/prouvincial
offficial Tanguagaes  agreament i
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ecducation for the construction of
franchphaone schools The only
exceplion to the Way e
apportioned out our funds dealt
with lhe Native paoples
agreement. We now have, also,
under official languages, an
education agreement whereby Ffunds
have been provided, in the case of
Mainland, for & francophone
school, and we could end up in Lhe
future with one or more schools in
the Provinca.

TF we had apportioned our Funds
out .the way we are directed al
prasent:, i special Funds are
received for a school which comes
unclar the Catholic Tducaiion
Committee, then an even a larger
proportion of funds would have io
be given to the IEC and somewhat
smaller Lo b Panlecostal
Education Commnittee, even 1if Uthey

mearae  pot o building  schools, 50
these are exceplions wheraeby one
comnitlae o other would bhe

building a special school under
the Nabtive peoples agreemant where
there 1is already an exempltion.
Now, under Ehe official Tlanguages
agreemeant, if one or olther
education comnitiee will be
building a francophone . school
shared by Lhe faederal anc
provincial funding arrangement,
Ehen ik doas notk reflect the
distribution of equal funds to all
the others, and  they have all
agreed to this, of course.

Number four is bthe amendmenlt Lo
subsaction (1) of seclion 87.
This will permit the
Denominat-ional Fducation
Committees to fund 100 per cent of
approved school consbruction
projects in capital grants voted
by he Laegislatura, Current
legislation prevents the Councils
From Funcding more bthan 90 per caentl
of Lhe capital cosl, Usually

bhoards have o bhorrow in order Lo
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Fully fFinance construction
projects. You have heard me on a
pumber of occas lons, and a Tot of
other people when talking about
tLhe Financial g hale of school
hoards, relate 1L almost directly
ta bhe 10 per cent Fhey always bhad
to  horrow i order  to  Fulfill
Fheir  share of  bthe  consbruciion
comind Lment: .

A couple of  years ago il was
agreed that when the projection we
had given thew ran oul, which was
this past year, the IEC, the CEC,
khe PEC, the Education Committeas,
could fund 100 per cent of Lhe
school construcktion and nolk 90 per
cent, This would eliminate the
requirement of any input by boards
on capital construction, at least
Aas far as lJegislation i
concerned . And it would save
hoards a tremendous amount, of
money, bhecause most of them which
are in debt are in  debt silmply
because of this borrowing in the
past,

T think Lhat covers tha  Four
amendments, Mpe, Speaker, and I
will he glad to elaborabe morae on
them a little later.

MR. DECKER:
Mr . Spealer,

MR, BPEAKER:

Before recognizing the hon. the
maemher  For ILhe Slrait of Relle
Tele T would like to read the

Lhree gquas kions fFaor the lale
Show, The first one 4is From Lthe

hon. the mnembar For Pot co
Grave, He 1s not satisfied with
Lhe answer given by the Minister
of Culture, Recreation and Youth
regarding  accessibility  fFor  the
handicapped 1n provincial parks.
The second one 1 From Lhe hon.
the member fFfor the Strait of Belle
Tsle who is not sabisFied with Cthe
answer given to him by the Premier
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concerning Sprung. And the third
one ids from the hon. the member
For Waterford Karmmounl who is
not satisfied with the answer
given by the Minister of Finance
concerning pensions for parl-time
employeas.

The hon. bthe moaber for Lhe Strail
of Relle Isle.

MR, DECKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The first clause din this hill
reflacls the reality, of course,
of our society today, that s
mak ing provisions For the new
educational districts and what is
going an., Members, and Lhe
Minister of Ecducation, will
reallze Ehat prior to 1969
practically every denomination in
Lhis Province had schools spread
throughout the Province, I
remember  where T graew up, 1in a
small town, we had the Salvation
Army, the Anglican, and the Unilted
Church, I think it was, and before
integration we ended wup  with a
Pentecostal school as well. OF
course, bLhe reality was thakt the
people saw the wisdom of coming
togebkher and by  euolution they
decided to take a major step in
1969  and  they  amalgenataed  bHhetie
school hoards. I believe, Mr .
Spoeaker, that thiat good will still
axLlstes oul Lthere and as we are
faced with declining enrobinent #&nd
as we are faced with Lhe exbra
cosls of  Funding education, Ehe
DECs are realizing that 1l makes
an  awful lob of sense For us Lo
share services, for us Lo come

together in joint school boards,

and this is happening.

I was quite excited with the
recent catholic study which
suggested that there would be a
lot  wmore working togethear. The
Integrated report came oul
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sometime prior Fo that, which
pretfly we hadl Lhe S AINE
intention, as bthe minister krows.
{1 cis good that we make provision
For whaen school boards within the
catholic syskem, or school boards
within the integrated system
decide to come btogebher and form
one hoard, or three boards form
one hoard, or whatever the case
may be . This very thing is
happerning :in Lthe Strail of BRelle
Isle district today . As the
minister knows , Fhe school
district of Vinland and the school
district of Slkrait of Belle Tsle
are discussing coming togelther Lo
fForm one school board

MR. FUREY:

There will be problems, too, I
Lhink.

MR, DECKER:

Prohleams? I do not foresee any
problans., The only problanm T
Foresee, Mr. Speaker, is where the
hoadquarters of  the new bosrd s
going Lo go. Apart from the
acltual working togaether, T do not
sea any great problems there.

1 would like to see some
encouragement., bthough, on the part
of the minister for boards which
amalgamate. Let me suggest some
encouragement the minister might
address when he gets up to close
the debate. I will wuse the two
boards I just spoke about as an
example. The Vinland School Board
and Lhe  Strait of Belle Tsle
School Board are discussing
Forming one hoard, Now, it is no
secret that the Vinland Board has
a substantial debl Tload which it
will be bringing dintoe the union.
The Strait of Belle Tsle Roard fis
Iy noe Means o wealthly hoard
either, hut b does nobt have quilae
as high & debt, 4t ds rnot quile as
umnanageable as Lhe Winland debt.
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What I would like the minister to
address when he gets up to close
the debate is the possibility of
two school hoards, Tilke Lhe
Vinland and Strait of Relle Isle,
coming together. [ would lTike Lthe
minister to discuss Lhe
possibility of, if nok eliminating
their debt Gthen equalizing thedlr
debt, so that one of bLhe pairbtners
coming into this union will not be
swen  as  bringing an  unnecessary
load. into the union. This, Mr.
Speakar, would ke a clear
incentive to ancourage school
boards to amalgamatae. And  once
they amalgamate, of course, it is
going to be a groeab savings ko Lhe
IECS and, ultimately, Lo
goveaerpmenl. itsaelf

Apartl. from thai, T do not see any
great problem with Clause numher
onea., T odis simply, as [ have said
baefore, reflecting bthe reality of
mhat: is happening in By
Province. And I Ehinlk it
certainly would he good Lo connend
the members of bthe DECs who have
this good will and who, T believe,
are genuinely concarnead wi th
educalion din this Province. Tt is
the wish of all af tLhem, I
bhelieve, Lhat auery child
throughout this land, no matter
where he Tives, will be exposed ko
Lhe best possible education. 1
Lhink it is GO Chat they
continue on with this.

Clause two, of course, 1s just the
mechanisin  For taking bthe school
hoards Lhrough while they are
waiting for the new board to have
people elected to it.

With Clause bthree Lhere dis 1o
graealb, problem, What else can bhe
minister do with federal money For
Lhe French programies?

Howeuvaor, T have & Fow resarvabions
about Clause four. I am hoping
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address Clause
more cdebail when
close the debate.
Some weeks ago the minister made a
lot of noise in the Province when
he announced that the 10 per cent

the minister will
four in a little
he slands up to

requirement wa s going Lo he
removaed  From  the construcbion of
new schools, At Firset glance, it

seaemnead Lhet: the ministbor Was
really being extremely free wibth
govaernment's wmoney and was  taking
a lot of the load off the backs of
the school bhoards . But, Mr .
Speaker, if you look atl bhrls
clause a T1ittle closer, you will

see that 4t will result in less
schools e ing i T in

than would have Dbeen
huilt had the minister not taken
out the 10 per cent reguirement.
Now, T will explain what T am
saying.

Neawl oundlard

somewhere
year for

this
dollars

The minister provides
around $20 million @&
school construction in
Province. Twenty million
million when the school bhoards
were required to come up with 10
per cent, actually meant $22
million dollars - $20 million from
the department plus $2 million
From the school board, For a btotal
of  $22 wmillion. Assuming that
each school would caost $1 million,
you could end up with 22 schools.
BSo $22 willion could have built 22
schools.

MR. DAWF:

Not Tikely! Not tin Lhis Province.
MR. DECKFER:

No, I said assuming $1 million.
Assuming khey cost $11 willion, we
could huild two. Assuming they
cost $22 willion, you could butild
one under Lthe old system. With
the new systewn, therse is no 10 per
caent to e added on Lo the
department's share, so Uthe ftobkal
cost now for school construction
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is $20 which
conuarts

schools;

million per year,
into twenty $1  million
two $10 million schools;
and, IFf T am going to Follow the
Minister of -~ what do they call
him now that they have Fhrown hin
oul of Transportation? -
Tntaergovernmanbal NFFaiers, saine
ingignificant little department.

Anyway, 1if the school was cosling
$22 willion, bthen bLhe new sysben
would nol. allow a school Lo be
butilt in oA single  yedr. Mr,
Speaker, when Lhe Minister of
Foducalion gels up to close Uhe
debate, I would like him to make
the announcenment: koday that his
department s going Lo compensate
For thal $2 willion which s no
longer available For school
construckion. S0 L e Mt
intended to give $20 million, he
is guing o have Lo give $22
million; for every time he glves
$20 wmillion he 1s going to have Lo
give $22 willion, 10 per cent
nore, because, remeamher, Lhis
policy now removes the 10 per cent
requiremnent . S50 T would like him
to address that.

cent, Mr. Speaker, is

retroachive. The
minister will know that a lol of
Lhe  problewms  school  hoards  have
are in the past tense, it ds debt
Lhey prasently  hawve and
For years. It is notl
arae  going to  compila,
Lotally different story. They are
not going to  add any wmorae debl,
hecause Uthis 10 per cent ds going
o take oul school consbtruction
For them. Rut: the school boards
A alraeady an Lha verge af
bankruptcy, they already have Lhis
dabt  now, so 1Ff the minister is
going to remove the 10 per cent,
in order to solve the problen Uhe
school boards are having wi th
their finances he 1y going Lo have
to make it retroactive.

The 10 per
also not.

debt they
Lhat s a
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That way, 1f this dis done, then
the children will not have to dgo
out and raise money For their
school supplies, For chalk, some

of the major capital costs
connected with running schools, I
understand - children have to go

oul and colleclk money for chalk in
some of the districts throughout
the land.

If the minister made Lhe 10 per
cent retroactive, this would
eliminate that need. I would also
like the minister to tell us what
this 10 per cent was removed from,
because i1t 1s not removed from all
capital costs. With a brand new
school being built, the board does
not have to come up with 10 per
cent. But the minister will know
that one of the most commaon
capital expenses school boards are
Faced with is repairing  roofs;
there are dozens of schools
throughout this Province which
need new roofs. All of these
schools which have problems wilh
their roofs were designed by some
of the top architects.

MR. BAIRD:
Why do you not go up and jump off
a high one? :

MR. DECKER:
I would probably fly away anyway,
so it would be a useless endeavour.

AN HON. MEMBER:

The hon. member is not now taking
shots at the member for St. John's
Fast when he s talking about
roofs, is he?

MR. DECKER:
Mr-. Speaker, I am going Lo have to

ask for protection. I am being
harassecd, I am beilng dinsulted, I

am being humiliated. This 1s
getting ko me . I am being
interrupted, more importantly bthan
any of it
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The hon. the Minister of Education
will know that problems with roofs
is one of ‘the biggest problems
school hoards are having, and
school bhoards have to raise money
Lo repair those roofs, roofs that
were desigrned by some of the hest
architects in Lhis Province. Me
0old schools, which were built by
our grandfathers, which were not
designed by architects, had no
problem with the roofs, Dbecause
they- understood the local system
and they built the roof which
belonged to us and there was no
problem with it. Rut a lot of
those new schools, those
expert-built schools, end up with
rotting roofs in a matter of a few
months after they are builllt and
the school boards have to go outl
and raise money to replace that
roof, which costs a considerable
amounlt of moneay. What T  would
like the minister Lo do when he
gets up Lo close Lhe debate ds say
that the 30 per cenk requirement -
I am not sure if 4t 1s a 20 or 30
per cent requirement - not the 10
per cent, the 20 or 30 per cent
requirement the school has to come
up with will also be taken over by
the minister and that he will not
do what he did when he took out
the 10 per cent, but he will
compensakte For it and he will put
extra money dnto the system so
that all the roofs that would
normally be replaced will still be
replaced.

The minister knows that portable

classrooms do not quality. The
minister knows bthat when you move
portable classrooins from one

location within a district to
another, they do not qualify for
the 10 per cent. Mr . Speaker,
Lhese are a few points I hope bthe
minister will address when he gets
up to close the debate, after all
my c¢olleagues have had a chance Lo
spend fifteen or twenty minutes on
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this particular bill. Apart from
that, Mr. Speaker, we have no
great difficulty with supporting
the bill, because we do not think
it 1s going to bring down Western
civilization by doing so.

MR. SPEAKER:
The haon. the member for Menihelk.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you, very much, Mr. Speaker.

Actually, I am quite pleased Lthat
this particular piece of
legislation comes to the floor at
this +Lime, because it deals with
school hoard boundaries and 1t
also deals with the problem of
funding of schools, 1in Clause 4,
and generally deals with the
denominational education system in
something of a general way.

T have been looking for an
opportunity in the last couple of
weeks Lo actually put some
comments on the record 1in the
House here from my perspective of
the problems we are having with
the school system we have
inherited From the last 150 years,
and the directions I personally
think we should follow: at least
I, personally, think right now,
although perhaps after the weekend
we will actually have 1t as &
Formal position of the parby I
lead.

Mr. Speaker, one of the sections
or this particular hill Lalks
about the ability to merge school
board boundaries so that they can
be done in a more expeditious
manner . I think, 1if anybody has
read the report produced by the
Catholic Education Committee, Lhe
one that talked about amalgamating
school boundaries and setting up
school districts, which, by the
Way , I Ehdnk Wa s @ positive
contribution to the whole question
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about what shape our school system
will have in the future, the
report suggested that we should be
establishing school districts and
the school districts would be ones
in  which all denominations, at
least the integrated and the
catholic denominations, would
agree to share resources in that
particular area, although Lhere
would be a responsibility of each
separate school board in order to
prouvide for religious c¢onsultants
and Lthe supervision of religious
education, and S0 on. Rut,
although it is a breakthrough in
terms of the thinking that dis
going on, Mr. Speaker, it does
have a wmajor liability which is
pointed out in the report, in that
if you eliminate the duplication
of school boards, you really only
attack a very tiny proportion of
the problem that exists. School
bhoards, quite frankly, are not the
biggest educational expense. What
I am talking about is the school
hoard superintendent and Lhe
consultants who work at the school
hoard level, the establishment of
a board and the cost of operating
that particular part of it. This
is. a wvery tiny . portion of the
educational expenditures in this
Province.

For the most part, the expenses
are in the schools themselues, the
places where we have 8000 teachers
working, and where we have 139,000
students as of September of last

year, and  1F we are going to
attack waste and duplication and
i we are going o Took “at

improving the school system, then
the attenkion has to bhe focused on
the school themselues, not Just

the sc¢hool boards. QuUite Frankly,
that ig the area where this
legislation is deficient; Lhe

minister has not exercised the
leadership I would expect of a
brave Minister of Education like
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himself, and of a government that
is breaking innovative new ground
in areas 1like pay equity, pension
plans for part-time workers and
numper of other areas.

Tt seems to e, that one of the
biggest areas of spending in this
Province is still being left to a
system thalt was designed, quite
Frankly, back in the 1830s or
1840s, and was designed at a time
when the government, at . that time,
of the country of Newfoundland, or
the colony of Newfoundland, had
very few resources and had to lean
heavily on the Roman Catholic
church, the Church of England, the
Methodists and other denominations
which existed at the time in order
to finance the educational system.

MR. SIMMS:
Is the hon. member going to speak
for the whole thirty minutes?

MR. FENWICK:
Oh, yes, It is going to take
awhile, yes.

Hon. members may be surprised Lo
learn that when this House was
firslt constituted, back -+in 1833,
in the first vote we ever put
through -~ by the way, that was
when we were eaestablished and we
sat in a tavern, in the first
couple of years of the existence

of this legislative chamber -~ we
had & common school system. In
some cases, I think we may still
he there, What we had, M.

Speaker, was a system wherby one
educational vote came out of this
House and that vote was used to
set up whatever schools we could.
Admittedly, 1t was a very modest
amount, it paid a vary amall
amount of the cost of educating
people, and as a result, it was
difficult to see any other way of
doing it but to rely on the
religious denominations which,
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quite frankly, had better sources
of revenue and weare betlLer
organized than the government of
the day.

Mr . Speaker, here now, about
150~0dd  vyears later, the roles
have considerably reversed, we now
have a situation where bthe vast
majority of the funds going dinto
our education system - Lhe
Minister of Education may be able
to pult a percentage on 1it, but I
would suggest that if it dis not at
98 or 99 per c¢ent, 1t dis very

close to it - come from votes that
are done in this particular
Legislature, and the amounts that
come From Lhe particular

denominations themselves are very
small, especially with regard Lo
the essentials put into the
system, I am not saying they do
not put additional funds into il,
but essenktially From that point of
view.

Mr . Speaker, historically, the
First khing this legislature did
was set up a common school
system. It could not afford it,
so it had to go with a different
modael and that 1is the model we
have today. My argument to Uthe
other members of this House is
that that model is no  longer
working, and that din  the next
decade at least, that model will
collapse of dlks own weight unless
we do some major modifications to
it. Let me give you some
numbers: In September of bhis
year we had 139,000 students in
our school system. The projection
by the hon, minister's department
is that over the next ten years we
will lose approximataely 40,000
students, so that in the academic
vear 1997-98, ten years from now,
instead of there bheing 139,000
students, we will only have 99,000
students.
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MR. J. CARTER:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
North,

MR. J. CARTER:
(Inaudibhle) book and in a 4great
many articles. I think it is time
the hon. gentleman was .asked to
come to ‘the point. What d1is he
trying to say?

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order, just a
difference of opiniton.

e hon. Lthe member fFor Menihek,

MR. FENWICK:

M, Speaker, what we se@, to
repeat the numbers so that the
member for St. John's North can
follow along, since these numbers

may be diffFicult for him to
comprehend, we have 139,000
students registered in this

academic vyear, and ten years from
now we will have 99,000. That is
a loss of 30 per cent of the
students who - currently exist in
our schools. Mr. Speaker, since
that dis reasonably evenly divided
across the Province, that means
that student enrolment in the town
of Deer Lake, which currently has
three high schools, ong
Pentecostal, one 1integrated and
ohne Roman Catholic, will be at
least 30 per cent lower in all

three of those schools. As a
matlter of Factk, Mr Speaker,

considering the variations in it,
it ts more Tlikely +to be 40 or 45
per cent in a community like that.

My question to the members of this
Housae 1is, how can  we offer &
decent quality of education to bthe
people of Deer lLake 1if bthey are
going to have 30 per cent less
resources in  each one of theso
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high schools ten years from now?
How can we offer them a decent
level of education when 30 per
cent of Ltheir teachers are gone,
as well as 30 per cent of the
money available to buy books and
to equip library spaces and to pay
fFor the cost of operating
laboratories? The answer, of
course, 1is we will end up with an
acducational system inferior to the
one we currently have. Because
you - cannot give any sensible
argument to me to suggest bthat by
reducing the numbher of Leachers in
a school that much we will end up
with anything other than 30 per
cent less quality in our education
and, quite Frankly, maybe an even
considerably greater drop than
that.

S0, what do we do? What are the
options? I suggest to you we have
mo obher aption but to plan ahead
and decide to put one high school
in a place like Deer lLake.
Instead of having three separate
buildings, have one building, and
in that one building we would have
70 per cent of what we have in all
three dnstitutions; we would have
enough, Mr. Speaker, to keep the
good guality teachers we have
there, to offer Lthe options to
these students that are necessary
in order to give a good quality of
education there.

In doing this, Mr. Speaker, I

suggest to you that the
denominational aspechs of our
ecducation system can be maintained
100 per cent. What would happen

is the religious education For the
Pentecostals, for those of the
Protaestant religions and for those
of the Roman Catholic¢ Faith can be
accomnodated by having dnsbructors
or tbteachers of those particular
Faiths teaching a curriculum that
is  approved by that particular
denomination.
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I do not see, Mr. Speaker, why
there would he anything
detrimental about a person of Gthe
Roman Catholic faith, for example,
being taught Scienee or
Mathematics or English by a person

uiho isg a Pentecostal or an
Anglican or a United Church
member, or whatever, It seems Lo

me that no particular advantage is
gained one way or the other by
having that. Yet, since we will
be able to offer more options, I
would suggest that that 1is the
direction in which we have to go.

Similarly, the saine
could be said for places like Port
aux Basques, Stephenville, and
Corner Brook. Corner Brook ds a
good example, because 1f one looks
back over the last several months
and realizes that there has been
an absolute furor in Corner Brook
over the proposed closing of two
of their elementary schools, which
was vigorously protested by the
individuals concerned, and when
the legitimate option of trying to
co-ordinate facilities between at
least two of the school boards in
Corner Brook was proposed, it was
met with not only indifference but
positive hostility on the part of
the individual school boards
themselves, which brings me Lo one
of the argunents that 1s often put
forward by the Minister of
Education and by other pmroponents
of what we currently do, and that
is, that using a systen of
inducements and exhortations by
bLhe minister, we may get Lhe
denominational systems Lo
co-aperate more fully in providing
services on a common basis, as is
I believe the case 1in Fogo right
Now . If I am not mistaken, the
member for Fogo (Mr,  Tulk) can
correclt me later aon, in Fogo right
now we do  have Lthe pooling of
resources by two of the major
denominations dn  which & common

£.2397 May 26, 1988 Vol XL

situation

Facility 1is provided that 1is of a
higher quality than that which we
provided for bolth before.

S0 if we are talking about the
denominational system this way,
mayhe what I am Lalking about i a
Fogo model ., I will e @uan
willing to  use that din  future
speeches. We are promoting the
Fogo wmodel, nolb as a thing you go
to as a means of last resort
because you are desperate about
it, but gquite frankly, because 1t
is the model A€ should e
following since it offers & betler
quality education to our children.

DR. COLLINS:
Would +the hon,
gquestion?

member permnit  a

MR, FENWICK:

Not right now, let me Ffinish most
of this stuff and you can come Lo
it later,

The other thing, Mr. Speaker, I
would like Lo suggest, is the
other apologists for what we are
doing right now say, 'Well, a lot
of the school boards are
co -aperating. '

MR. SIMMS:
That is so.

MR. FENWICK:
Yas, 1n Fogo thab dis true, Lo a
degree.

But one of the schools that is
often pointed ftoo as a model of
co-opearation is J.R. Smallwood
Collegiate in Wabush . Mr
Speaker, I have to tell you that
when you talk to the people
directly dnvolved, they will tell
you that the degrae of
co-operation of the J.R. Smallwood

Collegiate 1s laughable.

It is Lrue it is a commnon
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huilding. Tt 1s true they have a
common heating plan, and therefore
a maintenance person who works in
both sections, but we have a
completely differaent
administration for both sides of
the particular school. Although
we share the gymnasium and a few
other facilities, quite Frankly
they still operate as though they
were totally independent schools,
much to the detriment, by the way,
of the school c¢hildren 1in the
particular school itself.

To give you an example, we have a
class of Grade VI students on one
side of the school in which there
are about eight or bten students.
on tha other side, just a corridor
away, we have another c¢lass with
about twelve or fFourteen students
also in that particular grade. We
have yet Lo be able bto Find a way
to get the school boards to work
togebher to combine those two dinto
one Grade VI c¢lass in which there
is a reasonable number of students.

So when we go and talk about the
degree of co-operation that
currently exists, the fact of the
matter 1is it does nhot exist.
There 1is & tremendous entrenched
bureaucracy 1in the school systems
and Uthe school boards Uthat Fight
each other continuously and refuse
to give up any of the small
empires they have created over the
period of time.

What I am saying to you, M,
Speaker, 1if that 1s we are talking
about eliminating the 10 per cent
they have to put in din terms of
building a school, if we are
talking about integrating school
houndaries, we are just nibbling
away  at the edges of the problem,
The problem 4s much larger Lthan
that,

The problem exists 4n this 30 per
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cent drop in enrollment that is
projected for the next ten years
that will create incredible agony
in the school systems throughout
the Province and must be faced
honestly, and that really is the
part that I am disappointed with
because there is no honesty coming
fFrom that side of the House 1in
terms of the educational debate.
What we are getting is the
minister coming up with what I
would call bandages on a hemorrage.

MR. J. CARTER:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member For St. John's North,

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I bhelieve I heard the
gentleman say that there was no
honesty on this side of the

Housea. That is & bhlanket
statement and & hlanket

unparliamentary statement and I
think he should be required to

withdraw it. It is not |
parliamentary. It 1is not decent.
It ig insulting and it is

inaccurate and I do not like it.

MR. FENWICK:
To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

I did not get the comments of Gthe
hon. membear,

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, he said tbthat this
side of the House did not show any
honesty. Now thalt 1s & gross
insult and I think he should be
macle to btake 1L back.

MR, SIMMS:

He did not say that.

MR. J. CARTER:
He did so.
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MR. FENWICK:
To that point of
Speaker.

order, Mr .

MR. SPEAKER:
To bthat point of order, Lthe hon.
the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

I do not Ehink it ds a point of
order, but quite frankly, I said
Lhere was no honesty with regard
to the c¢risis in education on that
part and I still maintain that
that 1s an accurate statement, I
do not bhaelieve it is
unparliamentary, by the way.

MR. J. CARTER:

You cannot say indirectly what you
cannot say directly. I think he
should be made to take 1t back.
That is insulting and gross.

MR. SPEAKER:
To that point of order.

I do not think there is a point of
order. It s a rather vague
statement and is acceptable.

The hon. the member for Menihek,

MR. FENWTCK:

M. Speaker, the situation which
we  have 1is an educaticonal system
which has a massive loss in
students that is projected ouvar
the next ten years, something that
we have Lo plan for because 1F we
do nol plan for it, we will end up
with a sibtuation that nobody
wants . Yet, we have no
recognition by this governmant
that the structure of our
ecducation systhteaem is inherently
inefficient, 1t has a tremendous
amount of duplication 1in 1it, and
as a result it must attacked head
on,

You just cannol ignore the
situation, and pretend it will get
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any better, because, Mr. Speaker,
it will not. It will Jjust Dhe
getting worse and worse and worse.

What it will mean is the
educational standards Faor our

children, or our children's
children will be lower because
this government has not recognized
its dutby Lo grapple  with Lhe
situation head on., We cannot
afFford the duplication we have
now .

What does it cost us now? We have
Lo guUEs$as that have bearn
published. One 1s from the NTA
which says 25 per cent of our
educational dollar dis wasted by
duplication in Lthis system. That
may be a slightly exaggerated
figure, but this year it will be
$90 billion more.

Mr. Speaker, $90 million, as we
know, 1is three times what we get
out of the School Tax Authority.

It dis almost two and a half
percentage points of our sales
tax. Mr . Speaker, that $90

million is more Lhan all the
corporation tax we raised last
year.

So, when we det down to 1it, Mr.
Speakeaer, the Fact 1s irF  bhedir
number dis  right, Lhen we are
totally Ammoral -in asking for the
kind of sums that we do when that
Javel of duplication exists, M- nd
you, Mr, Speaker, that is only one
astimate.

IF you use the government's own
estimate, and I have talked to the
Minister of Education about it,
asking him which I figured was
legitimate: What do you Lhink of
the numbers in terms of
duplication? His guess dis that
the duplication ds more in the
range of about $10 milliaon. Now,
if it ds $10 million, Mr. Speaker,
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that is still a considerable
amount . Think about it - $10
million, that will build 50 per
cant more schools this year Uthan
we have 1in the budget, normally

speaking, For this year. $10
million, as we have pointed out
before, 1s one-—third of what Uthe

School Tax Authority raises, ¢$10
million, my Lord, Mr. Speaker, $10
million would almost get us

another half of a Sprung
greenhouse project, if we were so
foolish as to ever go into

anything like that again.

So $10 millien, by the minister's
own admission, is much +too much of
a waste, even 1if that 1s closer
than the $90 million estimated by
the NTA. Either way, it is
uncanscionable for any  level of
that duplication  to continue to
axisl.

DR. COLLINS:

Why not have one great big school
and all students could go to that
big school and then you would have
no duplication,

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, the fact 1s we have
to address it honestly.

MR. LONG:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

The honest way %o address it, if
the problem exists, 1f we say we
are taking away this 10 per cent
on the capital requirements and
what in future you will do 1s to
build whatever schools you want,
whatever duplicate schools you
want, we are still not using the
dollars of our educational budget
as well as we should. What: we are
going to have to starl saying Lo
people ds, 'TF you are qoing to go
ar build &l school in, For
example, Gander, then you build a
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school that will accommodate all
the students of Gander, not just
ane particular denomination,
because in the Ffubure we cannol
afford that kind of duplication,
not only because of the money, but
even more importantly, because the
level of educatbtion of our students
will suffer when we cannolb
continue to offer them the options
they neead to be functioning
members of tomorrow's society.'

Mr. Speaker, that 1s only part of
the matter I would like to address
on this particular bill here,
Gould the Speaker give S Qe
indication of how much time I have
left?

MR. SPEAKER:
Two minutes.

MR. FENWTCK:

It 1is two minutes until T will
have to stop, but I bhelieve I have
thirty minutes. Is it all used?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member has ample time. I
am not sure how long Lthe hon.
member has spoken. I have not
been in the Chair all that length
of time.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, I qust want to wind
up this particular part of debate

on this bill by saying one thing:
This weekend e have our
convenkion in Corner Brook. Ak

that time we will be putting the
party a resolubion that calls for
the establishment, as a priority,
of common schools in this Province
consistent with the denominational
aducation in which Lhe
denominations still would he able
to teach the religious component
Lo those particular schools
Lhemseluas.,

I bhelieve 1db ds long since past
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time that this should be debated.
We, as a party, will debate it,
even 1if the other members of this
House will not, We will go
fForward and we will campaign on it
and we are convinced that the
people of Lthis Province are so far
ahead of the members of this House
on this dssue it will he a major
plus for us in any kind of
election  campaign we participate
in,

Mr. Speaker, in order to go to the
lLate  Show, I will adjourn I he
debate. I would 1like Lo take 1t
up again when we next debate khis
Bill.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

Bafore calling the hon. wmamber for
Port de Grave, I would Tlike to
tell the hon. member for Menihek
he has ten minutes left.

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe member Ffor Port de
Grave .

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member s not satisfied
with an answer he got from the
hon . Lhe Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth about the
accessibility of handicapped in
provincial parks.

The hon. the member for Port de
Grave .
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MR. EFFORD:
Thank vou, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I bhave great reason
not to  be satisfied with Lhe
answer to the question, bhecause
when I askad Lhe Minister of
Culture, Recreation and Youth in
Question Period about & study of
his department that he himself had
reques ted, he said very clearly,
"Mr. Speaker, I will have Lo take
Ehal. under aduvisement., I wmn not
sure of that. If the hon. memher
had told we earldier, I would have
certainly given the information."

It was back in Febhruary, My,

Speaker, the hon . member ‘s
department requested and said very
clearly that "presently park
Facilities are largely

inaccessible to the disabled and
those who suffer from other forms
of impairment, temporary o
permanent, according to John Butt,
the hon. minister responsible.’

The parks are now open to all

citizens of the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador,
particularly Lhe handicapped

people and the disabled people,
who use those parks and use those
fFacilities. That 1s particularly
why I asked that question of the
minister.

The other reason is the fact that
now the private seckor 1§ going to
be hecoming dinvelued in providing
services Lo those parks, whethear
Lhey he concession stands or
whether they be games or whether
they be boat rides or whatever,
For that particular reason I saw
the great need to ask a question
of the wminister. What steps have
been taken? Has that report bheen
seen by bhe Minister? Has he read
the report and what steps have
been taken Lo provide and assure
the people of this Province parks
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will hecome available and

accaessible?

We do not want bthe minister to
stand 1in his place this afternoon
and go on with some political form
that is gqoing to bhe forgotten
about, hecause we &ll know how
many studies have been requested
by Ehis government and how wmany
studies are sitting on the shelves.

DR. COLLINS:
Why not toss in the odd -innuendo?

MR. EFFORD:

That 1s the problem, Mr. Speaker.
We need assurance. In fact, if I
want to answer the Minister of
Health, the dinnuendos I will toss
will not he left 1in trust to
somebody else, I will do them
myself, no problem with that, Mr.
Speaker.

DR. COLLINS:
You are missing the dinnuendo and
being (inaudible).

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the matter 1is very
simple. The handicapped and
disabled people of this Province
nead assurance that this 1is going
to be does 1in 1988 so the park
Facilities presently there and any
e private sector initiatives
that become involved, in any form,
of building concession stands, or
whatever it 1s going to involve,
that the people - will be assured
that it will be cdone to Lheir

Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Raecreation and Youbh,
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MR. BUTT:

T thank Lhe hon. member for
raising that very important
question, Mr, Speaker, and I will
deal with it very directly, giving

all the answers Lo a fFaw
straightforward questions he

raised.

You are quikte right, Lhe hon,
minister put out a number of press

releases. “Memory fails sometimes,
but,. in fact, it was my
praedecessor who nad engaged

Richard Scypka and Associates to
undertake this accessibility study
for provincial parks. It  was
undertaken in  February of this
year, Richard Scypka anc
Associates were hired to undertake
a provincial parks accessibility
study which is now complete.

The goals e e Lo itmprove
accessibility for all provincial
parks which had restrictions For
those anyway impaired, physically
impaired or people with impaired
mobility or sensory dimpairments,

Ehal: kind of Ehing. There are a
couple of parks that have some
provisions in them. J.T.

Cheeseman and The Arches have made
some inroads into bthis area. Rut
there are a lot of parks ohviously
where there is a lobt of work to be
done which will require a fair
amount of money. It has Lo phased
in and budgeted for in subsequent
budgets . :

We have also, I will tell the hon.
member, had involved in this some
people who are actively idinvolved
with handicapped people. We
wanted handicapped people
themselves to have some input into
this, so bthe report +dis complete.
It 1is presently being analyzed,

Finmally, oW al tar gelling
consultation From handicapped

peopla. It is presently
undergoing an in-house analysis by
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people 1in the Parks Division and
there will be something
forthcoming in the next couple of
weeks, about two weeks time. That
is not a long time, by the way
since this has been done. I quess
as a result of that study, then we

will have Lo budget next year and
in subsequent vears for putting in
the proper infrastructure Lo

accommodate the handicapped people.

I hope in doing that now I have
addressed the major part of Lthe
hon. member's gquestion and then
Lhere was Lthe part as well about

private seckbor dinvolvement, the
second part  of Ehis important
question. I can tell the hon.
member  that preference will be

given, hecause really it ds a
position of government anyway, but
preference will be given, where
accessibility is important Lo
handicapped people, private sector
veople who come Into provincial
parks with proposals and where
they have made an accomnodation
for handicapped people, that will
obviously give them one step up
over somebody else who has not
macde that provision, Of course,
the Director of Parks, who 1s
involved in the analysis of those
private sector programmes and
proposals that are cowning in, that
is uppermost in his mind: We will
require, where necessary, ACCESS
Lo those private sector
initiatives by disabled peopla.

Thank you,

MR. SPEAKFER:

I now call on the hon. the member
fFor bthe Skrait of Belle Tsle who
is not satisfied with the answer
he got From the Premier concaerning
Sprung .

The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle Isle.
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MR. DECKER:

Mr . Speaker, I understand the
minister responsible for the
sktatus of women 1is going Lo reply
to my question.

I wish the Premier  was here
bhecause I honestly want Lo pra )
him up  for apologizing For his
minister, AfF ber  all, it ds  a
known Fact that some of Lhe
statements wmade hy the Minister of
Rural, Agricultural and Norbthern

Developmant (Mi~ . Powear) wenre
extremely idrresponsible. The hon,
Lhe Premier had no choice bubt Lo
stand up in this House and
apologize on behalf of his

minister, apologize to the Ffarmers
in the Maritimes and Lo apologize
on  behalf of every Newfoundland
marn, woman and child.

Hav-ing satd that though, M,
Speaker, T still pity the hon. the
Minister For RAND because I
honestly do not know how I would
feel 4F my leader had to get up
and apologize for something I
said, I honestly do not believe,
Mr. Speaker, I would bhe able to
stay 1in the Cabinet Gf I had done
that. I would certainly have to
resign  from the Cabinet if the
Premier had to be standing up and
apologizing. Mayhe, Mr., Spaakeaer,
I would simply run off to Flordia

For a week. I do nob know what I
would do, but I would certainly bhe
ambarrassed, T would really be

humiliated 1if Lthe Premier had to
do something Jike that on  my
behalf, but the Premier had no
choice,

The Premier, when T asked him the
question, and even Lthough T am
pratsing him up For the way that
he apologized for the minister,
the Premier still did not address
the real dssue which I was trying
e} gek im Lo answer. I  was
trying to fFind out what dinstigated
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the remarks the Minister of RAND
came up with.

Where those ‘irresponsgible remarks
actually contained in  the real
markebting plan For Sprung? Now,
avery since Lthis scam was started,
we  have heen btrying to get the
government to table in this House
the actual marketing plan For the
cucumbers . We have said all
along, Mr. Speaker, that there is
no way that these cucumbers can be
marketed at a fair price.

We know you can give them away.
We know that you can dump them
into the Atlantic Provinces. We
know you can dump them on the Grey
Islands or you can dump them in
Robin Hood Bay dump. We do not
care where you dump them. We know
you can dump cucumbers, What we
have bheen asking For is the
marketing plan. What we have been
told is  that there was a well
thought out marketing plan.

When the Minister of RAND spoke,
was he giving us a glimpse dnto
this real, well thought out
marketing plan?  When the mwinisler
said that it was his intention to
put every cucumbaer producer in the
Atlantic Provinces out of
husiness, then drive up the price
of cucumbers, when the Minister of

RAND went on with thak
foolishness, Was he, indeed,

quoting from the actual marketing
plan of Sprung?

Now, that 1s w
find out. If so, it dis a . foolish
plan, bhecause if he were to
destroy every cucumber Ffarmer in
the Atlantic region, what would
happen is he would not destroy the
bhig Amer.ican producers ., They
would simply pull out of the
market For a few weeks, or a few
months until the price came back
up, and then they would come back

o oA e 1= v ag o e I
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in.

If this is the marketing plan the
Premiear talks aboul, Lhe well
thought out marketing plan, - T
think the people of Lhis Province
deserve to see the plan and pass
judgment on it What I want to
ask the Premier, and in his
absance, bthe minister responsible
for the status of women, will he
Loday table the real marketing
plan so that I can know and the
people of Newfoundland can know,
and the people of the Atlantic
region  can  know, whether or not
the Minister of RAND actually made
up  those drresponsible statements
or was he simply quoting from the
plan.

Now, if Lhere are other
Machiavellian plans in this plan,
and the minister responsible for
Lhe status of women does not want
s ko see what the other corazy
schemes are, then when he answers
me, Jeb him assure e  and  bhis
House that this irresponsible
ackion bthe Mindster of RAND was
going around spouting off a few
days ago bhefore he et to
Flordia, 1s not a part of the
marketing plan. Mr. Speaker, Lhe
main way to do this is table the
plan so we can see For ourselves.
If he is not prepared to table the
plan, Lhen let  him  remove all
uncertainties, all doubts and_ tell
us  specifically that no, 1t was
not a part of the marketing plan
Lo destroy all the Farmers in Lhe

Atlantic region,

As an afterthought, Mr. Speaker, I
might say, I still do not believe
that there was a plan in Lthe fFirst

place. I think it was Jjust
hit cor-miss nonsense. They never

thought about the marketing plan
until they had pub $23 wmillion of
Newfoundlanders money into the
s1i1ly project in thae First place.
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council.

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker. I thank the hon.

member For his question. I want
Lo welcome the member fFor

Ronavista North (Mr. Lush) bhack to
the front benches. I would Tike
to  see him where he rightfully
deserves to be sitting in my view.

SOMF HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

One of Frhese days Lthey are euen
going to let him ask another
question, I bet, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, with regpeclt to this
particular topic, the hon. members
opposite knows, memhers over here
know, people in the gallery know -
and it is nice to see the member
for Fogo (Mr. Tulk) in the back
seats where he belongs - everybhody

in the general public knows,
everyhody in the media knows,

everybody 1n Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Tsland
knows, and after the little thing
that went on today with CBC Radio,
I suppose euerybody across Canada
knows Lthere ¢ a plot underway -in
this Province Lo undermine the
Fukure of this particular
project.  Now, that has never been
clear

MR. WELLS:

It is sad.

MR, STMMS:
Maybe 1t 1s sad. The hon. Leader
of the Opposition says il s sad.

The hon. Leader of Lthe Opposition
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i1s absolutely rightk. It is sad,
and if the hon. member thinks I am

suggesting he necessarily has
something to do with it,

obuiously, he must be Louching a

cord or something.

T did not say where or who or
anything else, but 1 did say there
is & plot and that comes from
talking to a lot of people around
Lhe Province, not just Liberals,
but ‘the general public. They say
the sane thing the polls say on
this particular dissue and topic,
and  that ds, 'Glve the projecl a
chance to work.' That is becoming
increasingly AiffFicult #G Loime
goes on For the very obuious
reasons .

It is not the pole the hon. member
Was ¢ Ltnbing clown QN Fleming
Street.

MR. LONG:

Do you think Lhat 14 Funny?
(Inaudible) .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:

Yes, really funny,

Mr. Speaker, everybhody 1is aware

that something 1s btranspiring and
that something 1s an effort to
undearning that project, Fuery
single day in the House you see 1t
because 1if anybody can  tell me
when they look in the face of Lhe
Leader of ihe Qpposition when he
is on television talking aboult Lthe
Sprung  Project  they can see one
line of sincerity in what he s
saying ves, everyhody can? - we
will see, Mr. Speaker, we will see.

Take away all of the rhetoric
surrounding the hon., membher's last
Five winutes in debate, take away
all of that, take alaLY the
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rhetoric from the hon. member for
Windsor - Buchans, who Tlikes Lo
use Lhis all across the Province
as a bit of platforn, take it away
and what do you have, Mr. Speaker,
if you lLake all of thal: away, all
of Lhat rhetoric? You haue

nothing, Mr. Speaker, but pure,
ran politics. That 1s whalt you
have, pure, T LA politics, and

everybody sees 1l People are
seeing it more and wmore every cday,
even though the member for Windsor
~ Buchans does not think that that
is possible.

I can tell the member for Windsor
- Buchans 1if he went out to his
own district in Windsor - Buchans,
he would find the same kind of
comments going around about the
kind of approach the Liberals are
taking on this particular issue.

Mr. Speaker, bthe wmember asks For
the marketing plan, Why did he
not, or why have they nobt, asked
for the marketing plan for Hope
Brook? Why have they not asked
for the marketing plan for Baie
Verte Mines? Why have they not
asked for the marketing plans of
FPT, or Tlarger industrices ke

Lhat which liave received
considerable government and public
funds? Many of them have. They

all have, as a makter of tactk,

The kinds of Tlittle ‘'helind the
scenaes' things - 1 will +tell you
one the other day that really,
really shocked me. Listening to
CBC Radio the obther, who did I
hear on mouthing little funnies
aboulb Sprung? None other than the
former research officer in the

lLiberal Leader's office, the
executive assistant.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
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The Liberal Leader's?

MR, SIMMS:
Yaos.

The man who worked and supported
the membher for Mount Scio, whom
a’ll those members auerr Lhere
knived .

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yas !

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, knived.

He worked in the Liberal lLeader's
office, and here he is, with
supposecdly some credibility,
talking about the Sprung dssue.
What he was doing was mouthing
exactly what the Liberal Leader

had  said the day before in  Lthe

House himself,  absolutely the
same, alnost word For word,

Now, vyou tell me that we should
not he paranoid about that kind of
thing! Youu tell wme bthere 1% no
little plot going on! You tell me
there dis pobthing khebhind bLhe scenes
trying to build up everything you
can Lo undermine the projech! You
try to tell that to the people.

The member for Windsor -~ Buchans,
who 1s  using  bthe sane  kind of
platform as others before him have
- 1kt will come home to rooshk, I
Lell +the member Ffor Windsor -
Buchans - he thinks he is well up
thera on a pedestal now, but he
will socoon Find out, Mr. Speaker,
that that is not the case. In his
own mind he d¢ & wondertful man,
but not in the minds of the people
of Newfoundland,

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
question, as I said, take away the
rhetoric and there is nothing
thera, I subymi b Lo Lhe hon.
members if they were to listen to
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what the people of Newfoundland
and Labrador are saying right now,
today, they, like the people,
would give this project a chance
to work without trying to tear 1t
down at every opportunity they get
in the House every day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I now call on the hon. the member
for Waterford - Kenmount, who is
not satisfied with the answer he
got from the Minister of Finance
about pensions for part-time
amployees. ‘

The hon. the member for Waterford
-~ Kenmount.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speakar, in the absence of the
minister, T would direct my
question to the President of
Treasury Board.

AN HON. MEMBER:
No! Not again!

MR. GULILAGE:
Again,

The minister's statement dealt
wi th 5,000 parbt-time employees,
the majority of whom are employed
in Lhe provincial health care
system and the Province's school
hoards. My guestion was mainly
concerned with how, in fact, we
could set up a pension plan on a
money purchase bhasis and have
matching contributions from
government and from the employees
involved in a different type of
plan than 1is presently being made
available to the rest of the
government employees.

My concern, Mr. Speaker, was that
a money purchase btype plan does
not really allow a transfer of
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credits over to the government
Funded plan or Lhe consolidated
Fund, the pension fund that is now
in place, a unit benefit type of
plan, and give credit for other
than Lthe monies that ~have been
accumulated. Because it is
difficult ko give credit For years
of service unless you build that
in as one of the conditions, and I
see no reference Lo years of
service in tLhe minister's
statement.

The unit benefit formula, which is
presaently under the main
government plan, provides a degree
of protection, din that the final
years of earnings are used as a
Formula, along with the years of

service, ko determine Lhe
pension. So there is a degree of

built in protection against
inflation with that sort of plan.

My question, then, Further 1s that
if a person is in a money purchase
type, as 1s being proposed with
the part-time workers, and that
individual subsegquently transfears
into full-time employment, all he

Lakes into his Full-tdime
employment are his contributions
Lo date and bLhe matching

contributions of government, but
no reference at all, and I assume
no credits at all, for the years
he has had as a part-bime worker.
That does two things: it means
that his years of service are not
part of his Formula  when he
ultimately retires, assumming he
stays under full-time status, and,
secondly, it gives no hedge
whatsoever against inflation,
Because possibly the accumulated
dollars under the money purchase

bype, when he or she WS
part-time, could have heen very
early in their career. And even

though Lhe dollars would Ehen
accumulate in the general fund, 1if
you like, or the main pension plan
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of government, and future credits
for years of service and future
accumulations would receive full
credit, years of service while in
part-time employment are given no
reference at all in the
ministerial statement and would
certainly dmpact dramatically on
the final pension available Lo the
Full-time employee of government.

I think this dis a serious flaw,
Mr. Speaker, not addressed in the
Ministerial Statement, and I would
certainly 1like the minister to
address 1t and explain why, when a
unit benefit formula type of
pension plan which is recognized,

generally speaking, hest For
employees, particularly whera

inflation 1s looked after with a
Formula for the fHdinal five years
of earnings, or the best Ffive
vears, together with the years of
service used as a general
formula. It is literally the best
way to fund a pension plan from an
employee standpoint, because it
does cover inflation 1in that you
are providing Lthe pension on the
basis of final earnings.

I fail to see how the minister can
state that part-time workers are
adequately Jlooked after and just
as well served.

Even though the minister said an
actuarial firm saild this was the
best type of plan, it may be that
ik dis the best type of plan, but

only from the government
standpeint, only from a funding

standpoint, because it cannot be
considered best from the employee
standpoint.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

The hon, Lhe member's Lime has
elapsed.
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The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Windsor),
I will attempt td respond to the

points brought up by the hon.
member ., It 18 a bit refreshing,
actually, to have a serious

question asked by the opposite
side. I think the hon. member is
of f on the wrong track, and I hope
to show that. Nevertheless, 1
think it is a serious question.
He means well, He has a

difficulty din his own mind, so he

brings it out on the floor of Lthis
House, and, of  course, thalb is
what this House is For. And that
is refreshing, because we sae SO
much in this House coming Fromn the

other side, as the horn. Lhe
President of Treasury Board just
mentioned, that is pure sl

completely unadulterated political
fFooh-fah,; 4t dis either thabt or 1t

is full of innuendos and
unsupported statements and snide
suggestions. It is really

refreshing to gebt an honeslt to
goodness question, even though it
is based on a wrong premnise.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member sort
of suggests that a money purchase
plan by its very nature has to he
a had scheme. I do not: think the
hon. member himself really
believes Lhat, ifF  he considers
it I mean, a money purchase plan
is quite @& legitimate. way fFor
people to have pension proteclion

afbtear btheir working years; b s
used 1n many, many areas 1in Lhe
private sector. T bhelieve 4t is

used almost exclusively in Lhe
public sector in Manitoba, So it
is not a strange bheast Lo have a
money purchase plan, it is a
normal alternative, or option, as
opposed  to  the defined benefits
plan.
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Insofar as transferring from one
to the other goes, I suppose one
could say well, 1if a part-time
worker has a money purchase plan
for a period of tbtime and then
becomes a full time worker and our
scheme for full-time workers 1s a
defined benefits plan, he could
leave his money purchase plan 1in
and get an annuity later, and then
just carry on with his defined
benefilts according to the number
of years worked. That is an
option.

What we would Ffeel most workers
will do, and they certainly will
have this option available to
them, 1is that the money that goes
into the money purchase plan, that
is the part-time employeeas'
contribution plus the matching
contribution from the employer
plus the dnvestment dincome fram
that fund that 1is assigned to the
employee, he can use that amount
of money to buy service 1in the
defined pension plan.

I would remind hon. members that
our pension plan allows members Lo
buy either worked or unworked
saervice, as long as the employee
and the employer contributions are
matched . Oof course, there would
he no difficulty in doing that
here, because Lhe money purchasa
plan will have in 1t both the
part—time employees' contribultion
and the employer's contribution,
that 1s government's contribution
to his money purchase plan, during
his part-time employment . 50
there will be no difficulty for
him te match both sides of LUthe
service requirement.

So, Mr . Speaker, there is no
difficulty in btransferring. There
cartainly dis that, and I would
suggest that bthe hon., the Minister
of Finance, when he comes in with
the details, which he said he
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would - I would remind hon.
members that he said in his

statement, "after we have
consulted with all Lhe parties
involved and finalized Lhe

administrative details' — will say,

'"If a worker dinsists on keaping -

mis money in  the money purchase
plan, he will bhe permitted to do
that.' Although T think they will
mainly find that it dis to their
long-term benefFit to transfer over
if they transfer into full-time
employment.

M, Speaker, i do not think
government c¢an be criticized For
this. I would remind hon. members
that it was this government Lthat
brought din  many dimprovements to
the pension provisions For public
employees; it brought in the
beginning of a Funding arrangement
for our pension obligations, which

was ot there before in any
respect at all. We have done
actuarial studies Nnow and are
going to bring forward

arrangements to improve Lhe
security of the plan, and hon,
members will be dinformed of the
details of that after they have
been discussecd with the workers
inveolved.

This government: has taken its
responsibilities in regaird Lo
pensions very, very seriously. We
know they are dmportant Lo workers
in the public sector, as they are
to all workers. Angd to criticize
this government for what it has
done Far part-time workars,
breaking new ground - we are one
of the few Provinces doing this.
We are not the only Province, but
we are one of the few Provinces to
have taken this wvery dmportant

step to protect part-time
workers ., To criticize Lhis
governmeant, wi th that sort af

record behind it, I think dis quite
unwarranted.
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MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the President of the
Council.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, just before you

adjourn the House I want to advise
members that we will not he
¢sitting tomorrow, of course, - as
everybody knows, to allow the NDP
ko attend their tiny, little
convention on the West Coast.

MR. LONG:
Fleming Street was larger.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Now, the hon. member did not have
to bring that up again. Anyway,
Monday and Tuesday of next week we
will e chugging on through
legislation on the Order Paper.
After that we will see and we will
let hon. members know.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What about Wednesday? !

MR. SIMMS:

Unless members opposite want to
confer to see if we want to give
it up to do legislation. Whose
motion is on?

AN HON. MEMBER:

Gene's.

MR. SIMMS:

Gene's, yes. No way! We will not
give up Wednesday. Anyway, Mr,
Speaker, thank you for your

indulgence;

MR. SPEAKER:

On motion, the House at its rising
adjourned until tomorrow, Monday,
May 30, at 2:00 p.m.
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QUESTION:

#152

ANSWER :

/Lr;f‘ww':.@d-c'(

Mr. Fenwick (Menihek) - to ask the Honourable
the Minister of Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation to lay upon the table of
the House the following information:

(a) What plans the department has to promote
the hiring of handicapped people 1in
-. their department over the next year?

(b) What funds have been allocated to help
in programs. like this?

(¢c) What funds have been allocated to make
the department itself, and their pro-
grams, more accessible to the handicap-
ped people?

(d) Are there any other programs that the
department itself might have to help the
handicapped?

While the Corporation does not have a hiring
policy per se in the recruitment of handicap-
ped people, it should be recognized that the
Corporation has active representation on the
Provincial Government's Employment Equity
Council and fully endorses equal opportunity
for all. Over the years, the Corporation has
had people on staff with varying degrees of
disabilities and has been very sensitive to
their special needs.

The Corporation has had a person on the Board
of Directors for some years to specifically
represent the needs of the physically disabl-
ed and as well, a number of programs present-
ly being administered are tailored to meet
the needs of the handicapped i.e. under RRAP
funds are available to owners of housing-ac-
commodation to improve the accessibililty of
rental and ownership units occupied or
intended to be occupied by disabled persons.
Not only is the Corporation's new headquart-
ers on Canada Drive accessible to the disabl-
ed but also a number of social housing units
already in place have been modified to suit
special needs.



In present and future construction, the
Corporation will be ever mindful of the
needs of the handicapped through not
only its Board representation but also
through the varlous requests that come
forward from the community at large for
this special needs accommodation.
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