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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Oorder, please!

Refore. calling for Statements by
Ministers, I promised last week
that I would look dinto the point
of order raised by the hon. member
for Fogo, and I have done so. I
am not satisfied with the research
that has been done so far. None
of us are satisfied with it. So I
am having that matter explored
further today, and I hope to have
an answer to that matter tomorrow.

I just want: to take this
opportunity to say to the House
that I attended a meeting in
Ottawa yesterday at the dinvitation
of the Speaker of the House of
Commons. Speakers from all across
Canada attended and also federal
and provincial members, dincluding
the hon. member for SL. Barbe (Mr.
Furey) . Also present were
representatives of municipalilies
from across Canada.

It was the Parliamentary Forum on
the Status of Disabled Persons.

It was a really worthwhile
meeting. The participants were
experts 4in many fields associated
with the handicapped - education,
husiness, transportation,
government and many other fields,
plus handicapped people themselues
who were very vocal and
knowledgeable 1in the deficiencies
that exist.

We met at 7:30 in the morning and
the meeting went on all day. The
message I gobt was that handicapped
people were at the lower end of
the economic scale because of a
Tower level of education and the
fault for this was ours, that we
are not educating our young
nandicappad Lo their full
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potential, either because the
Facilities are not there or they
are not sufficiently ~ accessible
hecause of difficulties in getbing
into bhuildings, getting proper
transport and getbting sufficient
help.

We were left with no doubt that
Lhe living expenseas of the
handicapped were higher because of
their handicap, that they were
like you and me except for their
handicap which, in some cases, can
happen to any of us at any time.

We heard from many well-informed
handicapped people on the panel;
for example, one, a Jawyer from
Toronto completely blind, but he
got a law degree from Harvard and
Osgoode Hall although he was blind

heforehand, and another, &
Cherokea Inddan lady in &
wheelchair, who is the
achministrator of a hospital. We

were entertained at the arts
centre the night before at a gala

performance and most of the
entertainers comedians, singers,
musicians were handicapped - all

professionals who c¢can more than
compete with anyone. Lastly, we
had a really moving address at
lunch time vyesterday from Rick
Hansen who spoke Lo us about his
journey around the world in a
wheelchair.

It was a really rewarding meeting.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

Statements by Ministers

MR, MATTHEWS:

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. 1Lhe Minister of Career
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Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Today I amm announcing the approval

of 311 projects under the
Government's Private Sector
Employment Programme. These
projects, Mr. Speaker, Hdinvolve a
provincial contribution of
$1,688,167 employing 516 regular
employees and an additional

$267,406 employing 207 students.

Mp Speaker, Lhe total fFunds
allocated to date, under The
Private Sector Employment

Programme, amount to approximately
$4.6 million. Through this
funding 1,769 jobs have been
created, 403 of which are student
positions.

Mr. Speaker, the response to this
programme has been excellent. My
department has received numerous
applications both form businesses
who participated in the programme
last year  as well as new
businesses wishing to take part in
this B0 per cent wage subsidy
programme .

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for the Strait
of Belle [sle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr, Speaker, again the minister s
announcing his government's answer
to this wrecked @conomy, this
economy which they have brought to
its knees. This ds& their answer
to it. They only have 28,000 wmore
jobs to go and then they will have
accomplished it.

L2469 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

MR. SIMMS:
What is your answer to it?

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker, as I understand this
programme -

MR. BARRETT:
You do not understand it at all.

MR. DECKER:

- the money is supposed Lo be
made available to companies to
employ people over and above what
they would normally employ. I
Jook at Mounit Pearl Confectionery,
Mr. Speaker, which has been given
17 people. To wme, that seems Lo
he a lot of people for Mount Pearl
Confaecktionery -

MR. BARRETT:

You do not know what you are doing,

MR. DECKER:

- so I wonder if they are surplus
to what they would normally hire.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:

I look at the company out in
Gander, which came up in  last
week's statemaent, Weston's
Confectionery, who hired 25
people, Mr. Speakar.

AN HON. MEMBER:
A1l new people.

MR. DECKER:
ATl new jobs, Mr. Speaker, which
is not over and above the -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

I wish those silly dinterruptions
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were not deducted from my time,
Mr. Speaker.

The Motel Mortier, Mr. Speakaer,
down in the Minister of Social
Services' district (Mr. Tobin),
have taken on ten people.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

Now, has that motel dincreased in
size to the extent that they have
to take on ten extra people, Mr.
Speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time is elapsed.

MR. DECKER:
Thank you, Mr~ . Speaker. They
cannot take the heal, can they?

AN HON. MEMBER:
And you cannot take the jobs,

MR, SIMMS:
Nor Lthe heat.

MR. LONG:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

We also thank the minister for his
running update on Lthe progress of
the project. I would just ask if
at some point in the next couple
of weeks the minister could come
in with some kind of status report
in terms of the kinds of Jjobs,
some of the questions we have
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response to the
statements, k'inds of training
elements, kinds of “student
posikions; just bring forward some
more information than the Table
has provided. nlthough I do
appreciate the minister's efforts
in giving us continuous
information by these tLtables, we
have many more questions and we
would like dit dif the wminister
could give us a more comprehensive
update within the next couple of
weeks. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

addressed in

MR, DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, the Minister of
Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:

Mr . Speaker, T am  pleased Lo

announce to the hon. House today
an  additional 1list of projects
valued at $11.9 million dollars to
he publicly fLendered -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, DINN:
What a man, $11.9 million!

MR. DOYLE:

- by my department over the next
few weeks for highway paving and
improvements. Mr. Speaker, these
transportation improvement
projects will bhe carried out
during the 1988 construction

season. They will be fFunded
entirely by the Province under my
department's road and bridge
rehabilitation, improvement

programme .

The projects to be tendered are as
follows:

Baie Verte - White BRay: Paving 4
kilometres of Westporlt road and 4
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kilometres of Burlington road.

Bellevue: Continuation of paving
between Long Cove and Thornlea;
paving approximately 3 kilometres
of Route 204 from Little Hearts
Ease to Southport.

North: Upgrading 2
section of Greenspond

Bonavista
kilometre
road.

Upgrading of
the Town of

Burgeo—Bay D'Espoir:
walkways through
McCallum.

Burin Placentia Westi: Paving 6.1
kilometres of Route 221-15 fram
Salimonier to Mortier; paving
approximately 3 kilometres of the
Salt Pond to Winterland road and 1
kilometre of 1local road in Jean
d'Baie. :

Carbonear: Paving approximately
5.3 kilometres of roads in the
communities of Lower Island Cove,
Gull Island, Northern Bay, Ochre
Pit Cove, Western Bay and Kingston.

Conception Bay South: Four-laning

of Topsail Road from Donovans
Qverpass towards Paradise.

Grand Bank . Resurfacing of
approximately 8 kilometres ‘of

Route 210 between Grand Bank and
Fortune and from end of previous
resurfacing near Fortune towards
Point May.

Harbour Grace: Raesurfacing of 1.6
kilometres of Bryants Cove road
and 2.0 kilometres of Cranes road,
Upper Island Cove and
miscellanceous resurfacing on
Bishops Cove Road.

Humber Eastl: Upgirading and paving
of Massey Drive,

LaPoile: Resurfacing
approximately 8 kilometres of
L2471 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

Route 70 From the end of present
resurfacing near Rose Blanche
towards Burnt Islands and Diamond
Cove Road.

Lewisporte: Complete paving of
Norris Arm North Access road
approximately 5.5 kilometres.

Mt. Scio-Bell Island: Resurfacing
3.4 kilometres of Davidson Avenue,
Ten Commandments Range, No. 2 road
and Memorial Drive on Bell Island.

Naskaupi: Repairs to washouts and
grading of the Freedom roacd
Dotween Goose Bay and  Churchill
Falls.

Placentia: Resurfacing
approximately 5.1 kilometres of
the Access road to Southern
Harbour from the TCH;, upgrading
and paving approximately 3

kilometres of Fairhaven road.

St. Ceorge's: Resurfacing
approximately 4.3 kilometres of
Route 407 in the Codroy area;
resurfacing approximately 2.0
kilometres of Route 406-11 fraom
the end of present resurfacing
near St. Fintan's towards St.
David's; resurfacing approximately
2.0 kilometres of Route 161
through Barachois Brook and
Resurfacing 4.2 kilometres St.
Theresa's and 0.8 kilometres Flat
Bay Roads.

Terra Noua: Paving 4.7 kilometres
af road From Bunyan's Cove towards
Musgravetown, paving 9.5
kilometres of road fron Lethbridge
to Jamestown and 1.4 kilometres of
cannings Cova Road; paving 2.5
kilometres of road from Traytown
o Cull's Harbour.

Trinity - Bay de Verde: Upgrading
and paving of approximately 3.8
kilometres of Route 80 from Hant's
Harbour toward New Chelsea and
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upgrading three local roads.

Trinity North: Paving 5 kilomekres
of road from Bonaventure towards
Trouty.

Mr . Speakar, the above namad
projects represent approximately
30 per cent of my department's
provincially funded roads
programme . This, combined wilth my
earlier statement to the House,
will  resull in expenditures of
some $26.25 million which
represent approximately 65 per
cent of our $40 million roads
programme .

Mr . Speaker, the process of
tendering transportation
construction projects as early as
possible has worked wvery well,
resulting in most projects being
completed within the construction
seasan, This procedure permits
Lhe construction industry lead
time to make plans for the
upcoming construction season.

I would 1like ko remind the hon.
House that it dis most difficult to
address all of our transportation

requirements on an immediate
basis, but I feel much progress
is being made. Many significant

improvements have been made to the
transportation infrastructure in
practically auery region of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

The $11.9 million din dimprovement
projects I have announced today

combined with my earlier
announcement of $14.3 million and
the $29.4 million worth of
projects announced under the
federal/provincial ERDA agreement
will address several of Lhe
problem areas in the Province's
Lransportation network. These

construction projects will &allow
us to continue the steady progress
we have made 1in creating a safer
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efficient highway
system in  the

and a more
transportation
Province.,

Mr. Speaker, next week we will be
announcing some additional
projects which will bhe the final
amount of the $40 million package.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The minister, by reading out the
statement, once again confirmed
what the Auditor General said
initially, that the department did
not have any guidelines ar
procedures in place for dispensing
this $40 million government spends
euery year. Just to give you a
little example: I think a very
quick random count said there were
89 kilometres of road in total in
this oult of which 7.4 kilometres
are in Liberal districts. So
there would seem Lo be something a
little bit out of whack with the
overall agreement as far as roads
are concerned in this Province.

I can assure you there are roads
in  Liberal districts as much in
need of paving as Lhose in
government districts, but 1t just
does not seen +to be done that

way . I have pointed out From time
to time din this House what the
situation is, and it is a
situation I think the people of
NewFoundland are aware of. They

know they cannot be bought with
this sort of bribe, with this sort
of operation that d4s going on

here. It ds a disgrace to have to
stand up and talk about this and
say this to Lhe people of

Newfoundland who are subjected to-
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this form of government. To me it
is ridiculous that we have a
programme handled this way.

We are looking forward to the
other $11 million +the minister
will no doubt announce within the
next few days, and I would imagine
that 1t will have the same sanse
of fairness to it that the other
two announcements he made had.

Mr. Speaker, it dis ridiculous to
think that they would have the
face +to stand 1in this House and
say they are treating the people
of Neuwfoundland equally,; the tax
dollars heing collected in
NewfFoundland are cartainly not
distributed on a fair and equal
hasis.

MR. FENWICK:
My, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihaek,

MR. FENWICK:

We would appreciate in future if
the Minister of Transportation
would remember us when he is
handing out Ministerial
Statements; we just managed to get
a copy when it was being generally
delivered,

We really do not have any comments
to make, because we would like to

see 100 per cent of the
allocations before e make any
judgements on dit. Of course, if

it i1s  consistent with what has
been done in previous years, it is
usually badly biased anyway. But
we will wait wuntil we see the
total allocations before we make
any judgements on it.

Mr ., Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth,

MR. BUTT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

As Minister responsible for
Amateur Sport, it ds my great
pleasure to extend congratulations
on hehalf of the government and
people of Newfoundland and
Labrador to Mrs. Barbara Ryan of
Manuels, Conception Bay South, a
gracious lady and a superh
volunteer, the new President of

the Canadian Figure Skating
Association.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. BUTT:

A dear friend of mine, I might
add . Barbara was elected to the
position by acclamation al the
Association's annual meeting 1in

Penticlton, British Columbia, May

28, 1988.
Barbara is the first
Newfoundlander to ocCcupy the

Presidency of +the Canadian Figure
Skating Association,

Her background 1in the sport i«
long and impressive, from her
involvement with the Prince of
Wales Figure Skating Club in St.
John's to her position as team
leader of the Canadian Figure
Skating contingent at Lhe 1988
World Championships din Budapest,
Hungary . Rarbara has fiqgured in
numerous provincial, national and
international figure skating
events, including the 1984 World
Winter Olympics in Sarajevo,
Yugoslavia and always at the
volunteer level.

Mr. Speaker, her goals are to work

with volunteers and staff of the
Association to make figure skating
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Canada's premier recreation
atlethic activity, to continue to
attract volunteers to see the
creation of a National Figure
Skating Museum, I have no doubt
that: B8arbara Ryan will succeed 1in
accomplishing her objectives.

Rarbara Ryan 1s to be commended
For her oukstkanding
accomplishments over the years,
and her election to the Presidency
of the Canadian Figure Skating
Association will, undoubtedly,
have a positive dimpact on figure
skating in our Province, Mr.
Speaker, and, indeed, our entire
country.

I am sure all hon. members of the
House will join with me in a joint
message of congratulations to be
sent to Barbara Ryan, President of
the Canadian Amateur Figure
Skating Association. Thank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
River.

member for Eagle

MR. HISCOCK:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

We, on Lthis side of Lhe House,
would like to join with the
governmeanl in congraltulating
Barbara Ryan of Manuels on being
‘elected, by acclamation, President

of the Canadian Figure Skating
Association. The President,
Rarbara Ryan, has done a lot in
the Province already, as Wa s

pointed out, and I am sure she
will continue to contribute on a
national basis.

The member for Stephenville (Mr.
Vol XL
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K. Aylward) informs me that Dwayne
Power, of Stephenville, is now
training with the natidénal figure
skating tean bhecause of the many
volunteers 1like Barbara Ryan, I am

sure. Figure skating is a great
expense to parents I might say to
this hon. louse. on behalF of the

volunteers and the people of this
Prouince, we do congratulate her,
We are not surprised that
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
rise to this status in Canada, and
we look forward to seeing young
men and women achieve national
standaird and then go on to Lthe

olympics. We ask that government
continue ko support them
financially as well as morally
helping them, not only in figure
skating but in other amateur
sports 1in this Province. Thank

you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MR. LONG:

The minister 1is righi. We are
pleased to join all hon. membhers,
all parties together, to send a
message of congratulations.

MR. SPEAKER:

At  this stage I would like Lo
welcome +o Lhe galleries twelve
students from Grade VU to Level I
with their teachers, Judy and
Kenneth Dwyer, from the all grade
school in Grand Bruil.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. WELLS:
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Mr., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
he hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, wmy question 1s for
the hon. the Premier. I would
like to ask him if he would advise
the House whether or not the
government is considering
conducting a plebiscite din this
Province as to Lthe acceptability
of the government's proposal for
the discontinuance of the railway
in Newfoundland?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, the answer is no.

MR. WELLS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, Lhe hon. the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. WELLS:
Has the government had any
discussions with Lhe federal

government about the conduct of
such a plebiscite or the terms and
conditions under which the railway
might be discontinued?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
The answer to the first part of

the question dis no., I do nol know
about the other discussions we
had . Wae  talkaed years ago about

the whole question of the Terms of
Union of where {Lhat Fitted into
the situation, hut our legal
advisors and othars,
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constitutional advisors, tell us
that we do not have a very strong
constitutional or legal position
as it relates to it, as a result
of the Terms of Union which only
said that CN at the +time would
take over the railway, and did not
say anything about how long they
would have to maintain dt. Of
course, Terra Nova Tel 1s in the
same hoat.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Gander.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

A question to the Premier: For
months now Lthe Premier bhas been
the sole spokesman for Lhe Sprung
greenhouse, all dnFormation and
disinformation that has come out
aboul: this project. He has been
the cucumber supersalesman, Mo
doubt about ik, Yeskerday e
witnessed the embarrassing
spectacle of the Premier running
for cover, refusing to answenr
questions

MR. SPEAKER:
order, please!

The hon. member should pose his
question.

MR. BAKER:
Yes, Mr. Speaker. I understand.
I am laying a good groundwork here,

Would the Premier -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
You are oul of order!

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, pleascae!

MR. BAKER:
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Is the Premier trying to
disassociate and distance himself
from this project because he
realizes what an unmitigated
political disaster 1t has become,
or can he not take the heat any
more?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the answer to that
question is, ves, T can Lake the
heat some more.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary.

MR. BAKER:

Does the Premier realize the fact
that since we are a b0 per cent
owner 1in the project, his refusal
to answer questions shows complete
disdain for this House? Does he
realize that now 1s the Lime to
tell the truth about this
project? When 1s he gqoing to
answer some questions?

MR. SPEAKER:
Thae hon. the Premiar.

PREMLER PECKFORD:

There arce two or Lhree quaestions
Lhere. One is no, another is
maybe, and the third answer 1is we
support research, development and
innovation in  our Province and
will continue to do so.

MR. BAKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. BAKER:
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Will the Premier undertake to have
answers provided to this 1list of
very important questions which I
how table?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Table Clyde's salary!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Burgeo
Bay d' Espoir.

MR. GILRERT:
Mr. Speaker, T have a question for
the Minister of Transportation

(Mr, Doyle). I wonder 1is the
minister aware that the Ramea,

gurgeo, Grey Rivar Ferry
Commission has lost its three
members from the Ramea area?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of
Transportation,

MR. DOYLE:

Yes, Mr Speaker. I was made

aware of that Jjust a couple of
days ago, as a matter of fact,
when a letter came to my office
advuising that the ferry committee
had resigned. We had not received
any prior notice from the
committee that they had intended
to do this, but we did receive &
letter a couple of days ago
informing us of thait move.

MR. GILBERT:
N supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

It is all wvery well for the
members to laugh! Does the
minister know what caused thesea
three members to resign?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the

Minister of

No. 46 R2476



Transportation.

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker, the comnittee
outlined personal reasons For
tendering their resignation. They
felt that they did not want Lo
continue in that capacity
anymore. I instructed my
officials to contact them a couple
of days ago, and to ask them to
come 1in for a meeting. I think
that is in progress, Mr. Speaker.

MR. GILBERT:
A final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR, GILBERT:

What does the minister do to
replace those members who have
resigned?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the
Transportation.

Minister of

MR. DOYLE:

Mr, Speaker, this 1s a ferry
committee that was pul in place to
monitor  the activities of the
transportation system in the
area. I would assume that the
comnunity will take skeps to pul
in place another ferry committee
to do what the previous committee
had been doing, and hopefully that
will be done.

MR, LUSH:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. +the member for Bonavista
North,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

I thank hon., members, Mr. Speaker..
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PREMTER PECKFORD:

A point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Orcder, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

We would just like it acknowledged
that our pressure on the Leader of
the . Opposition has made it
possible for the member for
Bonavista North to get a question
in.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

There is no point of order.

The hon. the member for Bonavista
Norith.

MR. LUSH:

Mr, Speaker, my question 1is For
the Minister of Municipal Affairs
(Mr. Brett). Tt is pronpted by
the smattering of announcements we
hava been hearing in  the last
couple of days, re: capital works
projacts For municipalities
throughout the Province, the
latest one being an announcemnant
today by the media of $3 million,
one-eighth of the budget, for the
town of Conception Bay South.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:
My question, therefore, to the
minister ds: Can he indicate to
this House and to the public of
Newfoundland what dis the status of
the capital works projects of his
department.? What ds the present
status? Haye members opposite
being notified? Are they public
for them and nol public for the
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rest of the
Province?

people of this

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr . Speaker, Lhe capital works
projects for the department will
bhe tabled on Thursday or Friday,
and hon. members on both sides of
the House will bhe notified, and
everybody else will be notified by
that time.

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Spaaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Bonavista North.

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker, my supplementary to
the minister dis this: Is he not

allowing his authority to bhe
eroded by allowing Cabinet
ministers and backbenchers to

announce outside of this House,
thus doing a great discourtesy to
the wmembers of this House and a
great discourtesy to the public of
this Province? Would he not admit
that his authority and influence
are being eroded?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

No, Mr. Speaker. The answer is no.

MR. FENWICK:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. bthe member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker, my question 1is for
the Minister of Fisheries (Mr .
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Rideout) . It  has to do with
comments made by the Chairman of
FPI yesterday when he indicated
that FPI was expanding dinto the
Northern Pacific to catch Alaskan
pollack and going into the Gulf of
Mexico and Lthe Mississippi Delta
in order to expand dits fishinyg
enterprises.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

My guaestion, Mi . Speaker, is:
Since we now have three or four of
our own plants which FPI sloughed
of f several vyears ago, despite our
objections, going begging, what
plans does the wminister have to
make sure that FPI, which was
heavily subsidized in the past by
our efforts and by our funds,
clean up the mess they created in
our own Province before they go
trying to set up new centers to
make profits with the money they
have already made in this Province?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries,.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, that 1s about what
you wotld expect from the
Socialists

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

MR, RIDEQUT:
who want Lo mak e sure, Mr .

Speaker, that no business,
whatever ils size, ofF any
magnitude, survives ever din this
Province. That, 1s the Socilalist

philosophy, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker, let me also say
gentlemen Lthat the

Now, Mr,
to  the hon.
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Nlaskan
pollack, or other fisheries of the
world, Mr. Speaker, has nolhing to
do with a plant in St. Lawrence or

expansion of FPT dnto

a planit. in Port aux Basquoes,

Nothing! Absolutely nothing!
That is new fisheries, keIl
development of underutilized

species in  other parts of the
world that +this company, or any
other company may wish, at some
point in the future, to take
advantage of. And the mess, Mr.
Speaker, that the hon. gentleman's
talks about 1is a mess that has
created 8,600 jobs in this
Province, 8,600 well-paying jobs
in this Province, that has seen,
Mr. Speaker, plants in Grand Bank,
Ramea, Burin and Gaultois that
were suppose to be shut down
saved . That is the mess, Mr .
Speaker, that has been created!

MR. FENWICK:
A supplementary, M.

Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon, Lhe
member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

M,  Speaker, my supplementary to
the Minister of Fisheries is
this: Would the minister not:
admit that the $80 million or so
in profits that FPI has picked up
over the last couple of years are
actually being used now to develop
Fisheries din other parts of the
country and in other parts of the

I A o L | .
world at the expense of the plants

that they have dropped in St.

Lawrence? And what is he going to
tell to the people of St.
Lawrence, the people of Lawn, the
people of Port aux Basques and
other parts of +the Province who
have been left in a lurch as the
result of Lhe irresponsibhle
actions of this private company?

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

SOMI HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries,

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr . Speaker, the $80-something
million that FPI has legitimately
earned by good business practices
in the marketplace over Lthe last
several years are bheing reinvested
into neuw trawlers built in
Marystown, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

It has bean, Mr Speaker
reinvested dn  expansions Lo new

plants, the plant out in
Bonauvista, for example, saveral
millions of dollars. It is
reinves ted in tha secondary

processing plant in Burin. It is
reinvested in  the plant out in
Triton and the plant up in Port au
Choix. That is what s happening
with FPI, Mr. Speaker. Dynamic,
prograessive, a Newfoundland
success story that Lthe Socialists
cannok stand, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, FENWICK:
Mr, Speaker

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. FENWICK:

A final supplementary From the
Socialists in this corner, M,
Speaker. The final supplementary

is this: Will the minister tell
us  what levers he has left Lo
force FPI to live up to 1its
responsibility with .regard to the
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four plants that he disposed of to
operations that have obviously not
been successful and have now put
them back up for sale? Does he
have any levers left 1in order to
force them to live up to their
obligations?

MR. RIDEQUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:
M . Speakaer, what a

Foolish

Socialistic question! What
levers, Mr . Speaker, does the

Minister of Fisheries have leftlt to
deal with the plant disposed out
in Twillingate? What levers does
the Minister of Fisheries have Lo
deal with plants 1in Bide Arm,
Englee or Flowers Cove? Too
foolish a question, Mr. Speaker,
to even try to respond to.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Fisheries,

The minister said yesterday that
the provincial government is
sympathetic to the efforts of Lhe
Fish Aid Development Agency to get
funds, bulk  he also  said Lhey

cannot carmry Lhe organization
alone, I would T1ika to ask the

minister what representation has
the government made to Lhe Federal
governmenlt to get Ffunds from the
Federal gouvernmnant, as e
indicated vesterday that they had,
and why 1s the federal government
refusing that aid?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, on the second part of
that question I have no idea why
the federal government, through
CEIC or some other presently
existing programme, is refusing to
Fund FADA. I have no idea. That
is their decision. I have heard
rumors, I have heard gossip, but I
do not know what the final
thinking is.

On the first part of the question,
M. Speaker, we have made numerous

representations over the last
several months. Fhere has heaan
representation in writing, there
has been representation verbally.

We have done it in the presence of
some of the officers of FADA and
we have done it on our own besides
thatl, S0 Lhere have been numerous
representations made by us on
behalf of FADA to the government
of Canada supporting their request
for funding.

MR. TULK:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,.

MR. SPEAKER: )
N supplementary, the hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I wonder would the
Minister of Fisheries table any
correspondence that he might have
had or any results of meetings
Lhat he might have had? I also
ask him 1if he is aware that there
might be some group, whether il is
a Cabinet minister From
NMewFoundland, whebher it ds a MP
from NewFoundland that might be
opposed Lo ihis Funding of Gthis
organization? And would he also
perhaps Lell s what Cledr
rationale might be? As the
Minister of Fisherias I  would
axpect him, obviously, to know.
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MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPENKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, I have just finished
telling the hon. gentleman that I
have no idea why funding has been
rejected by Ottawa. I can say to
this House, and can say without
fear of contradiction anywhere 1in
this Province, that we  as a

government have supported the
agency. We have supported it in
writing and verbally in ilks

attempts to get funding out of
Ottawa. And not only that, Mr.
Speaker, but when they bhad no
other funding so far, to this day,
it has been the government of this
Prouvince that has carried the
organization financially.

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I am not quarrelling
with the provincial govermnent's
input dinto that organization at
all; of course, if they can put
more in then I would expect them
Lo put more in. I am not
quarelling with the hon. gentleman
at all in that regard, but I would
like to ask him, as the Minister

of Fisheries responsible for
Newfoundland, would he attempt to
find out from the federal
governnent who or what
organization or what Cabinet

minister, 1in Ottawa or wherever,
is trying to subvert his attempts
to get funding from the federal
government for this organization?
I have no quarrel with the hon.
gentleman's work as a provincial
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minister, bult T am asking him to

go to his federal counterpart and
find out: what 1s happening  up
therea.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mrr, Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Fisheries.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. - Speaker, first of all, of
course, I never take as gospel
truth any allegations or

assertions that the hon. gentleman
makes from time to +time in the
House. But if the hon. gentleman
would like an answer  to that
question, then I would assume that
Mr. Foley is very approachable.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Port de
Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Spoeaker, my question is to the
Minister of Health (Dr. Collins)
and ds, again, in relation Lo the

desperate situation in our
hospitals ACrOss Lhe Province.

The minister finally admittecd that
one of the solubkions thalt could be
taken in relation to curing the
problem at the hospitals is¢ the
number of acute beds occupied by
long—term patients. The minister
said that in a recent statement,
just on the weekand.

I would ask the Minister of
Health: Now that he has stated
publicly that increasing the
number of beds ds a way of curing
the problem, is his government now
going to provide wmoney to build
more senior citizens' home s to
take care of long-term patients
who are presently occupying becds
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in hospitals?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, we are doing that on
a progressive basis. I think at

are
for

the
something
level 2 and
need nursing
Province. In Lkhe
we have added, I
248, We are
planning exercise.

present time there
like 2,000 heds

level 3 residents who
care in the
last year or so

think, another
continuing Lhat

Tn addition to thab - and T think
that this is an area that we have
to develop more and more - we are
in a very active planning mode in

regard to improving hoine Care
services and community care
seryices. I think i oLe
visitations around the Province,

the operators of Lhe various
nursing homes agreed with us - we
did not sort of get this out of
them in any sort of argumentative
way; they volunteered it 1in many
respects - that some of the
residents admitted could really
have been kept home if there had
been adequate development of home
care and community services around
the Province, We are actively

working towards that end.

MR. EFFORD:
N supplementary, Mr.

Speakear.,

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon. the
member for Port de Grave,

MR. EFFORD:

M. Speaker, 1t 1s quite obvious

Fhe Mintster of Health does
understand that what he has
doing in  Lthe past 1s not
and he 1s going to have to
it to wake 1t work -in the

Lhat
not
haeen
working
escalabe
future.
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In light of another statement that

the minister made concerning small
hospitals around the Island, that

there are too many beds opening in

our small hospitals, is he telling
us, for example, on the Burin
Peninsula, where there are three
hospitals, that the beds are going

those
closed

closed, or that two of
are going to be

to bhe
hospitals

and just one used on the Burin
Peninsula, and the same with other
places on the Island? Is that

what the minister is saying?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mi~,  Speaker, gouvernment's
on that is ahbsolutely crystal
clear and 4t has been stated about
a dozen times. We have decided to
pul.  on  the Burin  Peninsula an
up~-to-date, efficient, effective,
well -equipped, regional hospital.
That will be opened on a

policy

progressive basis over Lthe next
number of months.

Now, prior to that, there were
smaller hospitals there that date
back thirty and forty years, and
time has passed on since that
time. So what we have said is that
we are going to offer the people
down there modern day hospital
care, and we are going to leave it
up to the people -~ which i1s the
proper thing to do, and it 1s done

Province -~ o
the extent

in every part of the
use bthat Ffacility Lo

that they wish to use if For their
own needs. I think that everyone
will agree with that, and the

Peninsula have
any shadow of a
most pleased to
facility made
The only other
of that nature
until very

people on the Burin
indicated, without
cdoubt, Lhay ara

have this modern
avarilable Lo Lhem.
equivalent facility
available Lo them, up

recently, was here in S5t
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John's. In the last few years
they could also go to Clarenville,
which is a newly opened hospital,
which we have provided For that
area also.

NPut they are most pleased to have
this axtra, up -to -~date Facildily
available to Lhem, No one is
going Lo force bthem to wuse it bat
everyone expects, bhecause of the
attitude they are taking toward
it, that it will be progressively

used by Lhe people on the
Peninsula, What happens to the
smaller ingtitulkions that ara
there now 1s for government to
decide. We will not waste those
resources. They are still

valuable assets to this Province
and we will not waste those assets
and not waste the expertise and
the dedication of the people who
are working in those present
facilities.

MR. EFFORD:
A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

The MHA Ffor Lhe area says the
hospitals are not going to close
but  the minisler says they are
going Lo close.

MR. SIMMS:

He oid not say they were dgoing Lo
close.

MR. DINN:
Why do you not open your ears, boy?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFOQRD:

Mr . Speaker, I had mi 1k For
lunch. I wonder if the members on
the other side drank apple juice?
They seem Lo be very hyper this
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afternoon.

I ask does the minister agree with
the statement Dir. Young made that
the reason beds close during the
Summer months are hecause ot
budget cuts and nol. what the
winistaer has bheen saying, thab it
is because people do not go into
hospital 1in Summer? Ts Dr. Young
correct, or 1is the minister still
saying what he has been saying is
correct, that they close because
people do not go into hospital?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mr. Speaker, I wish that these
words would not be bandied about.
There are no cuts in the Funding
to hospital operations din @ this
Province. I spoke Lo the NMA at
the weekend, and there was no
question of their not accepbing my
word aon it  bhecause they fully
agreed on it and I pointed out to
them that over the last ten years
there are between 2 1/2 bto 3 times
the amount of funding going into

MCP and our hospitals, - and this
is the area where doctors work, in
MCP and hospitals - as there has
been of a general increase in our
current. accounts. Tn other words,

we are puktting 2 1/2 to 3 times
the Ffunding in there as there 1s a
general increase 1in  our current
accounts., In other words we are
putting 2 1/2 to 3 times the
amount of money in bthose two uvital
areas for medical services than we
are doing on the general basis for

all governmnent services. Now,
what De. Younyg says I am not
responsible for. I Ehink you

could probably pick sentences out
of any speech and say that this ds
the wmain message in that speech.
Dr. Young is a very reasonable and
very responsible physician, and he
will say a number of things but he
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does not take a single narrow view
of things. Sure, he says we would
like to have more money 1in the
health care system, but he also
says that we have a Ilot of new
technology, we have a lot of
development that we have done and
more we have to do, that we have
certain difficulties din getting
nursing staff at certain times of
the year, but Dr. Young has taken
a very broad and a very sensible
view of this whole situation.

MR. EFFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
T understood that was a final
supplementary.

The hon. the member For the Strait
of Belle Tsle.

MR, DECKER:
Mr. Speaker, my queslion is to the
hon, the Minister of Education.

The minister will know about the
incident where some education
experts resigned from a provincial
advisory committee because the
choice of a new math course was in
their words, not based on
"'rational reasons’'. Will the
minister tell the House what terms
of reference were used, when he
decided which math course Lo
accept, 1if the decision was not a
rational decision, as those
“aducators say?

MR, 1.ONG:
He read The Sunday Express.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. bthe Minister o Educalion.

MR. HENARN:
M. Speaker, letl me say two
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things: Firstly, perhaps the hon.
Lhe member For St. John's East
(Mr. Long) should have stayed 1in~
his wheelchair and he would have
gotten more sympathy. Secondly,
it seems, listening to the first
question today from the hon. the
Laader of the Opposition and now
this one, that the members
opposite got The Sunday Express
a day late, bhecause these were
gquestions we usually get on
Monday, since both topics were
covered in the paper.

MR. BAKER:
Answer the guestion.

MR. HEARN:
The answer to the question -

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

Listen Lo Harry's young fellow.

MR. HEARN.:

it s very simple. The members
of a primary-elementary curriculum
committea resigned, ot an
advisory committee to the minister
or any - such Lthing, although we
have a general advisory committee
made up of representatives from
the different agencies. This was
a committee on mathametics
selecting a new course, There was
a Lied vote on the decision of two
different companies . The
Curriculum Consultant, who cast a
tying vote actually, was in favour
of the new text, The Math Quest,
Ehal; many educators in the field
favour. So to make sure that the
correct text was selected for Lthe
people who use it and the students
in the Fhield, we surveyed & nunbar
of math co-ordinators and teachers
in kthe Field, and the decision was

practically unanimous, I
nncerstand HRanineu s From ke

field, that the Addison Wesley
No. 46 R2484



text, the one selected, was by far
the better text. In fact I heard
an educator yesterday morning
being intérviewed on CBC radio and
he referred to it as an
exceptionally good text.

So when thera was a bied decision,
we  took our guidance from the
Field, Lthe people who use it and
the people who will benefit from
it.  Certainly T could Thist, bul I
will not take the +time of the
House to do -it, about ten reasons
given why 1t dis a far superior
text than the ones that some of
the other members of the committee
thought might be +the one that we
should use.

MR. DECKER:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A supplementary, the hon, the
member for Lthe Strait of Belle
Isle.

MR. DECKER:

It is too bad the minister did not
read The Sunday Express article
himself . He would have known it
was unanimous when | the final
report came 1in.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Oh, on!

My, Speaker, he is some boring.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Speak up!  Speak up!

MR. DECKER:

I am nolt blessed with a strong
voice, Mr., Speaker, So  if Lhe
hon. people want to hear me they
are Jjust  going Lto  have to  be
still, because I do not have the
strength to yell.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

MR. DECKER:

Has the minister met with the two
educational experts to ascertain
what the problems were, to see
whether or not there is a genuine
reason? Recausae this 1s a serious

matter. It might just lye &
squabble, sura. But when we are

dealing with the education of our
children, T think -

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. DECKER:

T ask Lhe minister: Has Lhe
minister met with those

educational experts to see if it
is not just a squabble, or if
there was a legitimate reason for
their actions?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:

Mr . Speaker, we have in our
department a number of curriculum
committees, committees made up of
the curriculum consultants 1in the
various arcas ancd also Leachers
from the field, some people who
work, perhaps, at the board level,
many of them classroom teachers,
who are selected in their field of
expertise Lo make up Lhe
committees, ko make selections, to
recommend texts, and, in S Ome
Cases, Lo develop ctirrdculum
material. When there 1s a dispute
as  to which Lext ds hetter, then
they themselves decide, or we try
Lo Find some other method ofF
ascertaining which dis the correct
one .,

Tn this case, some of Lhe reasons
given by the people in the field,
the people who will use Uhis text
ultimately for the children are:
The geomeltry and measurement are
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superior; the scope and seguence
of whole numbers and decimals are
more appropriate; concept
development dis superior; emphasis
on compul:ation reflects current
trends; estimation is superior;
there is a parallel translation -in
French for French dimmersion, which
was not there wikth the other one;
the design and physical aspects of
the text is superior; teachers
addition provides a wide range of
ideas; and the attitude of the
students towards mathematics was
more positive in the math quest
pilot schools.

The evaluation techniques that
were used from the field were

written reports, rating
instruments, teleconferences, and
visitation by Lhe mathematics

consultants. Twenty schools were
pilobed with both Lhose  lexls,
approximately 275 teachers, K to
UL, approximately 6,000 students,
and they welre the ones who
suggested Lhe  math  quest  pilot
series was by far superior to the
other anes.

To answer Lhe other part of Lhe
guestion, have I met with them, we
have curriculum comnitteces hat
deal with our consultants. I
have not been asked bto meet wilh
them. It was handled by the
curriculum diivision, as it
should. They made the decision as
they are supposed to do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
A Final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary, the hon.
the member for bLhe Strait of Belle

sle,

MR. DECKER:
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Mr. Speaker, 1l is nobt necassary
for the minister to read The
Fducation Act.. C

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR, DECKER:

I ask Lhe minister: Is e
absolutely satisfied that there isg
no problem here, that the parents
of this Province can relax, there

is -~ no concern, there 16 no
problem? "Everything is under

control," as Gen. Haig said, as he
was in charge when the President
was shot.

Is the minister satisfied that he
ig dn control, there is nothing to

worry about, everything is
perfechk? Can Lhe people of

Newfoundland rest assured that the
minmister ¢  satidsfied wikh what
happened with this math problem?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. fhe Minister of Education.

MR. HEARN:

Mr. Speaker, if I were taking the
word of, say, two people against
two people who were tied up 1in
this dispute here, T would have
some concern, you know, all of
them being very, very dintelligent
people, people who have a lot of
experience in this Field and
consequently it might be hard to
decide or determine which group
would have the correct choice

made . What helped us make our
choice, and why I feel quite

caertain Ehat everything is
aboveboard and reasohable and
proper, is bha fact  that Lhe
Ultimate test was by the people in
the eld who use the texb, the
students and the teachers, and
thetir choicae ig clear—-cut.
Consequently, we fully accept that
because it dis also the choice of
our owner professional people who
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are responsible for developing

such curriculum.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The time for oral gquestions has
elapsad.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I would 1like at this stage to
welcome .o Lhe galleries
forty--Four Grade VUII studenlts with
thedr teachers, Meluin Moulton and
Gilbert Tulk, from Glovertown
Regional High School.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Notices of Motion

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr . Speaker, on behalf of the
Mirnister of Consumer Affairs and
Communications I give noltice that
I will on tomorrow ask leave to
introduce a bill entitled, "An Act
To Revise And Consolidate The lLaw
Respeciing Tenancies OF
Residential Premises."

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMS:

M, Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council,

Prosident of Lhe

MR. SIMMS:
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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance I give notice
that I will on tomorrow move that
the House resolve dtself into a
Committee of the Whole to consider
certain  resolutions relating e}
the raising of loans by the
Province, and I give a Ffurther
notice that I will on tomorrow
move that the House resolue dtself
into a Committee of the Whole on
Supply e consider certain
resolutions for the granting of
Supplementary Supply Lo Her
Majesty.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR, MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would just like to idinform hon.
members, as a result of a question
by the member for Bonavista North

yesterday, Lhat I have been
checking into the concern - I do
not want to bring forward the name
of the particular student . I

thoughl: at the time, wi.-th  the
question asked by the hon. memnber,
that: there were problens directly

related to the hankruptcy of
Harbinger Schaool. But, Upon
checking, I found that the

stuclant, in essenca, Wi Eherew
twelve weeks after entering the
Prograrmne for personal reasons .
Indeed, the student did have a
stucent Joan of $5,250. The
student paid $3,350 in tuition
Fees Lo Harbinger. Since she only
completed twelve weeks of Lhe
course, the Ltuition fee directly
owed amounted to $1,603.53. From
what we can determine, Harbinger
should have refunded $1,746.47 to
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the student. However, it d1s our
understancding Lhis amount Was
never refunded, even though the
year end report of the school
indicated to our department that
the amount had been paid. The

entitled to
provincial

student, as well, is
$840.00 " cdefarred
grants which can he applied and
will be applied to reduce the
amount. of the Canada Student Loan
from $5,250 to $4,410.

So the status 1is, yes, the student
did receive a Canada Student Loan

for $5, 250, paid $3,350 to
Harbinger School of Business,
received training valued at
$1,603.53, and had $1,900 for

personal expenses while a student.

By the way, she did recelive Uthat.
There was some question yesterday
as to whether or not bLhe student
actually did get her hands on any
money at all, but there was $1,900
that she did actually receive,.

She 1s eligible to have that Toan
reduced by $840 under the deferred
granl through. student aid, and, T

GUES S, is considered to be in

craedil o owerl $1,746.47 by
Harbinger School of Business.

That s the situation now. [ am
pursuing 1t a bit further about
her particular case, bubt as well
ko try to determine how many
others there are who might be in
the same boat.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Education.
MR. HEARN:

Thank you, Mr., Speaker,

I have Lthe answer to a question
from the hon. the wmenber Ffor the
Strait of Relle Isle (Mr,
Deckar) . ow meainy people are

currently working in my office _and
s0 on? The answer s three, two
secretaries, -and an executive

.2488 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

assistant, One was appointed by
Order -in--Council, the  executive
assistant. Both secretaries are
careger pithlic servants wi th
eighteen years and thirteen years
rospechtively. They Were Lhere

long before I came and undoubtedly

will be there long after I exit.
MR. R. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Forest

Resources.

MR. R.- AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, vesterday the hon.
the member for the Strait of Belle
Isle asked me a question on the
hiring of forest fires 1in the
Roddiclton area., I have a feaw

notes here, Jjust to inform the
hhon., member. Fach region decides
when the forest fires are to be
hired on. It depends entirely on
the weather conditions in that

araea .,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Firefighters.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Foraslk firefighters? What did T
say?

AN HON. MEMBER:

Forest fires.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

I an sorry about that.

The date they are hired, My,
Speaker, depends on the weather
conditions in the area. We have

some dindications there ds still
snow in some of the woods around
Roddicton. So 1l ds not critical
we hire them on now. We want to
make sure we have enough time at

Lhe end of Lthe season bhecause 1in
the Northern saection of our
Province, around September and
No. 46 R21.88



Labour Day Weekend, we often have
what we consider a fire hazard
area.

It was mentioned there was a fire
in 1986 before we had our people
hired on and that 1is correct, Mr.
Speaker, But the day the fire
occurred, our permanent staff and
people we hired that day put the
fire out. The fire occurred from
the operations of a sawmill at the
Lime which was burning sawdust and
it got into a small cutover. When
it hit the snow dn the woods, Mr,
Speaker, it went out fairly
quickly.

In the history of hiring din that
area, Mr., Speaker, 1in 1984, June
18; 198%, June 26; 1986, May 28§,
and 1987, May 27. Mr. Speaker,

this year we will have Lhewm on atl
least by June 15, and if

necessary, before that.

Petitions

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

M.  Speaker, I have a petition
From 110 residents of Burgeo,
Ramea, Grey River and Francois and
it is concerning the Burgeo Road.
I would like to read the petition
FOW .

"To the Hon., House of Assembly in
ParLiamaent Assembled:

"The pebkition of  the undersignad
resicdents of Canada who now avail
themselues of  their ancient and
undoubted right thus to presenlt a
grievance COMMO N o your
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petitioners in the certain
assurance that your Honourahle
House will +therefore ~provide ~a
remedy . "

The prayer is this:

"WHEREAS the Rurgeao Road has
received no upgrading or paving in
the past three years, and

"WHEREAS the Burgeo Road 1s the
longest continuous gravel road in
Newfoundland, and;

"WHEREAS the towns of Burgea and
Ramea are contribuiing greatly to
the., economy of Lhis Province
through their primary  dndustry,
and;

"WHEREAS the cost of 1living and
carrying on enterprise in our
towns is significantly higher due
to the inadequacy of the present
road system;

"THEREFORE : We, the undersigned,
petition the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador to begin
a programme immediately to upgrade
and pave the Burgeo Road. We are
disgusted with the political games
being played and wish only to have

our transportation problems
alleviated. This will result in

improvements in the economy of our
area through increased Lourism,
more high quality fish products

bheing prepared hare andd an
increase 1in the service sector,
Al of mhich Wi Ll increase

employment levels andl generale

ecvan nore Lax dollars,

"We asked only Lo he traeateaed
Fairly A with respecl and
dignity."

Mr. Speaker, this is a petition I
just happened to have received and
it ds very fitting today I should
present. this +in view of the fact

No. 46 R2489



HEARIGF Y- S ARSI SC L RSt o | % AR = Lt Rene s NP S PSSR iy - S o - £ T IR B SR BRI o SR

we have just gotten another toast
to the pork barrelling handed out
by the Department of
Transportation. We are now down
to the point where {the minister
has given out approximately $29
million of the provincial road
money for this year. So there is
about anobther $11 million lefi to
he dispensed din the system the
minister has become so experl in.

Qut of this provincial woney, I
would say, for the last three
years there has not been one cent
out of the $120 million spent in
the last three years - Lthis is the
fourth year now - not one cent of
this provincial money has been
spent on the Burgeo Road.

As the people from Burgeo and
Ramea told the minister when they
had the wmeeking with him in Deear
Lake, they really did -not expect
him ko take every cent of the $40

million and put it on the Burgeo

Road, or 80 percent of it.

They said Aa reasonable figure
would be something like 5 percent
of it on an annual basis, which
would pave four or five kilometres
] year. Fventually, when the

secondary roads agreament was
signed with the faederal
government, they would then be in
& pogition o have the road

finished in a very short time.

What has happened now 1is we have
had this famine for the lask four
vears when it comes to paving on
the Burgeo Road, With the ¢$11
million left, I think it would be
only fitting now if the minister
decided he would do the right and
honourable thing and the Fair
thing and say to the people of
Burgeo, if they had gotten their
rights, they would have had at
least $8 million spent on their
road over the last four years.
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ont: of this next $11 million
coming, I would expect it to be a
very short lislt with "$8 million
being put dinto the Burgeo Road.
Thai: wottld he Fair and  would
ensure this road is looked after.

As the minister 4is aware, I am
sure, il is khe longest conbtinuous
gravel road din the Newfoundland,
and the conbtribution made hy the
6,000 taxpayers whao live in
Burgeo, Ramea, Grey River and
Francois is significant as far as
this Province 1is concerned. It is
only fair they get a return for
Fhe bax dollars they are
contributing to improving the
economy of this Province through
their working in the fish plant,
catching Fish and processing it.

I was in Francois over the weekend
and one of the main concerns of
the people din Francois, who are
nokt directly hooked up to the
road, but the question they ask
you all the time ids: How come
there has not been any money spent
on the Burgeo Road when we have a
government that can spend $22.5
million on a light in the sky, not
a pie in the sky, a light in the
sky in Mounk Pearl while we, here
in Francois, Grey River, Ramea or
Burgeo, have nobt gobl a decent road
to drive over? If thisg is
priority of government and they
could spent $22 million this way,
why, for bthe last four years, has
the government not seen fit to put
one cent dinto paving the Burgeo
Road?

For that reason, Mr. Speaker, they
feel they are not being Ffairly
treated, and they feel this is the
Lime For the government members
opposite to pay attention to the
plaa of the petition. Those
people are dreadfully concerned.

Their very lives are 1in danger
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when they have to go on this

road . For that reason, Mr.
Speaker, they are asking the

minister %o now make some of the
provincial funding available to go
to the Burgeo Road this year,
rather than wait and get up and
talk about an illusionary
secondary roads agreement, which
seems Lo be drifting farther and
farther off because they cannot
get a deal in place to sell the
railway. For this reason they are
asking the minister to now have a
serious look at putting money into
funding the Burgeo road.

To conclude, Mr. Speaker, I only
say, as the people of Burgeo say
at the end of this petition, they
only ask to be "breated fairly and
wilh respect and dignity."

SOMIE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Bonavista
North. .

MR. LUSH:

Mr, Speaker, it is a great
privilege and a great honour to
fully endorse and wholeheartedly
support the petition presented by
my friend and colleague, the
member for RBurgeo - RBay d'Espoir
(M, Gilbert), a paetition
presentacd on hehalf . of
constituents from his district
request.ing corrective and remedial
action he taken on the Burgeo

Roacd, I suppose, My . Speaker,
there is not a road in the
Prouvince which hes S0 Mmany
superlatives attached Lo il as the
Rurgeo Road. [t s cartainly one
of  the most publicized roads in
Fhe Province, and Ehad 14

certainly a tribute to the member, .
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publicizing the condition of that
road.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

It has had the most representation
probably ever made by any single
member in Lhis House  for Lhe
Burgeo Road. Mr. Speaker, it ds
certainly a road that has had, I
would say, more petitions
presented in one single sgssion
than any other section of road in
the Province.

Mr. Speaker, if  the governmant
take Mo aclion in terms of
acquiescing to the request of the
peoplae from that district, the
people from Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir,
AWl certainly be no reflection
on the membear,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

It will certainly be no reflection
on the member but it will bhe a
serious reflection on the neglect
of the provincial government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LUSH:

Mr. Speaker, over the years in
requesling  govermnent to  provide

the criteria they use For
upgrading  and  paving of  roads,
invariably they talk ahout

resources. My, Speaker, again, if

we are talking about resources,
therea is not A roac N b he
Province that meetls Lhe

reguirements  For  that particunlar
area more than Burgeo . Ray
' Fspodir,  thal prosperous fishing
area, Mr., Speaker, There b4s no
reason  why the road should be
neglected any longer.
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It  has been three years, Mr .
Speaker, since there has been a
plug nickle spent on that road and
Lhat 1is too, too long. What s
happening, Mr, Speaker, is the
road is continimously
deteriorating. Monies that could
hava baeaen gpeant in a cost
afFficient manner back three years
ago dowes nol apply today because
the road is consistently and
constankly deteriorating ore and
more. The cost to do work on that
roacd this year 145 more expensive
than it was last year and it 1is
going Lo be wmore oxpensive next
year that-it would have been this
year, and so .on.

Mr. Speaker, 1if the government -is
intent on spending money wisely,
they would be very prudent to act
upon that road dimmediately, to
meet the reasonable requeskt and
the reasonable demands of these
industrious, hardworking people,
people, Mr . Speaker, who make
their living basically from
prosecuting the fishing dindustry
of this Province. Mr. Speaker, 1t
is most dimportant the road be
paved and upgraded, or upgraded
and ready for paving as quickly as
possible.

It 1% unfortunata, ancl T, Feal
sorry for the member and I feel
sorry for the residents of Burgeo

Ray d'Espoir to see no
allocation of Funds to this point
in time for one bit of grading or
one inch  of upgrading on Lhe
road.

Mr . Speaker, the minister
certainly is aware of the

situation and I hope when the
minister stands In his place Lo
speak to this petition he will be

able Lo say something which will
give some hope to the residents,
to the taxpayers, the - hard

workers, of Burgeo — Bay d'Espoir.
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Mr. Speaker, I was impressed with
a phrase in that petition, and I
suppose 1t dis more than a phrase,

it e a sentence. fhey asked Lo
be treated with dignity and

respact. M. Speaker, that is not
asking very much, to be treated
wi Lh o dignity and raespecl.

I, too, plead with the winister to
ensure that that is done, to
ensure that the people of Burgeo

Bay d'Espoir and the petitioners,

Mr . Speaker, today, are indeed
treated with dignity and respect,
and Lhe minister woltld Eoday

announce his concern hy stating to
the member he intends to take some
action on the road in this fiscal
yaar.,

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of

Transportabtion.

MR. DOYLE:

My remarks will be quite brief on
this pelition, because I have
responded to that same petition on
at least  Lhroee or  mayhe  four
different occasions over the last
couple of months during which I
have been Minister of
Transportaltion,

M. Speaker, as T have indicated
to the hon. member on a numnber of
diffaerent occasions, e, Y a

department, are very concerned
about Lhe Burgeo Road, I

indicated to him before the reason
no work has been undertaken on the
Burgeo Road in the last couple of
years 1s we did not have in place

a secondary roads agreement. We
will, however, as I have told the

member before, and again and again
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and again ~ speaking to the member
is something T1like trying Lo pick
up  Mercury with a fork, 1t 1is
very, very difficnit dindeed Lo get
through to him - we will keep
pushing for a greater Jlevel of
federal involvement in capital
Funding so these large projects,
like the Burgeo Road, can bhe
completed.

There 1is absolutely no way, as I
have again indicated to the member

on a number of different
occasions, no way the provincial
governmeant can undertake an

expenditure that large. It dis
going to cost approximately $30 Lo
$35 million to complete the road.
Qur  provincial capital programnme
is in the area of $40 million. So
it makes A4t wvery, very Jdifficult
indeed to finish off & project
like the Burgeo Road withoul any
federal dinvolvement . So we will
continue, Mr. Speaker, to push Ffor
a secondary roads agreement.

T amnm astounded sometimes when I
hear members opposite stand up and
talk about their districts. If
you were a visitor to the gallery
for the flirst time you would get
the dmpression not a penny is
being spent In members' districts
opposite.

Just as an indication of what s
being spent din  the district of
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir ever since
this government Look office back
in 1978 - 1979, v ol had $5.5
million spent 1in the district of

Burgeo - Ray d'Espoir by the
Department of Transportation and
some Federal involvement as well;

in 1979 - 1980 there was $8
million spent  thaere; in 1980
1981, $1,5%4,000 spent; in 1982 -

1983, $673,000; in 1983 1984,
$2,447,000; in 1984 - 1985,

$3,269,000; ancd dn 1985 - 1986,
$1.3 million, for a total of $27
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million ever since this government
took office back in 1979,

Mr. Speaker, {the Burgeo Road has
always been high on the ldist

insofar as this government is
concerned. It has always hean
included in the departmnent's

listing to the federal government
evar since 1979, when the link was
completed. It has to be clearly
understood, as T saild hefore, the
Province cannot undertake a $32
million project on its own. Soine
federal involvement will be
necessary.,

So, with these words, Mr, Speeaker,
I conclude. I will respond to the
gentleman's paetition din writing
when it comes to my office.

MR. SPEAKER:
Are there any Turther pelitions?

000
MR. W. CARTER:
Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:
The han. the member for

Twillingate.

MR. W. CARTER:

Mr., Speaker, T beg leave, under
the provision of Standing Order
23, to move the adjournment of the
House to debate a matter of urgent

public importance, name Ly Lhe .
pressing and urgent need ko

reactivate the Fish plants in St
Lawrence  and Lawn in  order to
allevialte the serious social and

economic impact on Lhe
approximately 500 Fiah plant

workers and fishermen and Lheir
Families and on  the communities,
as A whole, affected iy Lhe
shutdown  of  the St Lawrence and
Lawn plants; and also Lo debate
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the future operation of the fish
processing plants 1in Rose Blanche
and Port aux Basques, owned by the
same principal, whare problems
appear imminent, therebhy
threatening the economic wviability
of the communities din question,
and specifically the Tivelihood of
approximately 1,000 fish plant
workers and fishernean.

MR. STMMG:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Council,

President of the

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, c¢learly the intent of
that Standing Order is to provide
an opportunity for members ko
participate in an urgent debate.
I do not have Lo c¢ite all the
references for Your Honour. They
have been cited many Limes before
in this particular case and I am
sure Your Honour would not want ko
rule on a matter like this 1if he
felt there Wi s some serious
consideration to be given without
probably recessing and researching
all the items anyway.

The urgency refers to the urgency
of debate, not the ‘mportance of
the dssue. Obviously this matter
has  been ongoing For some iine,
So it dis not quite in that normal
category, certainly not din such a
sense as it should bhe ruled that
all the rest of Lthe business of
the House be put aside to allow
this kind of & debate to occur,

I Just ek e thosa particnlar
comments really, because I Lhink
Lt s more an abtempt to try Lo
score some political points rather
than anything else.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker,
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

Mr. Speaker, I regret very much
the slatements mee) e by the
Government House Leader din his
point of order, that the memhear
For Twillingate dis rising Jjust Lo
score a Faew cheap polilical poinls
or a few political points, I think
is . what he said. Tl s not the
reason, The +truth of the matter
is, and T refer Your Honour Lo
Section 286 and 287 of BReauchesne,
Aas e overnmenl House Laeader
gaid, I know you are well aware of
Lhis mabier, but Beanchesne states
the matter must be so pressing
Ehat public dinterest will suffer
if it is not given dimmediate
attention.

Now, surely there bds no way in
arguing if the matter of the
¢losure of the those fFish plants
is not given dimmediate attention,
that the public interests will not
suffer. Surely there 1is no way
that vyou c¢an argue that 1s the
case,

The fishing season is here. Those
plants are closed. Those people
have no place to sell their fish.
The hon., genlleman s quite righl
under that section to introduce
this.

The obther thing s the subject
must bhe brought on early enocugh,
and  public inkereslt  demands  that
discussion take place
dmmediately’ M, Speakaer, Ehal s
section 287. Surely the public
interest demands that & daecision
bhe made, that this House, Ehat
this govearnment - I know  the
membear for Grand Rank would
certainly agree - the c¢losure of
those fish plants in St. Lawrence
demands we take immediate action
in this House, because otherwise
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the fishing season will be over
and gone, il we are going o wait
for this government to either call
the Rudget Speech or the IThrone
Speech to have a debate. We are
into legislation. They will have
to have Meech Lake and, who knows,
11 might take weeks and, dndeed if
this House stays open, euean
months. We could be into July and
those fish plants would still be
closed 1if we are going to wait to
see what 1is happening.

So, Mr. Speaker, it 1is critical.
The urgency of debate cannot be
denied here. It must be done
today and done immediately.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (McNicholas):
Order, please!

T am prepared Lo deal with this
matter now, I would like to point
oul that, number one, the moltion
i% out of order, I would refer
horr. members Lo our Standing Ordaer
23, section (f) subsection (2):
"Not more than one matler can be
discussed on the same motion.'
The hon. member has proposed two
matters here.

Secondly, T would Tike to quote
from Beauchesne, the one the hon.
member quobled, Section 287 on page
92: ""Urgency" within this rule
does not apply to the matter

itself, but means "urgency of
debate"!', As  hon., members know,

Lhere are opportunities on the
Order Paper to deal wikth the
matter, the Address 1in Reply and
tLhe Budget Speech, The matter is
not in order.,

Orders of the Day
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MR. TULK:
Mr . Speaker, just a point of
clarification. '

AN HON. MEMBER:
You are questioning the Speaker's
ruling?

MR, TULK:
No, no, T am not questioning Cthe
Speaker -

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

- just the facht that Your Honour
ruled there were two matters here
Lo be debated. The truth of the
matter is we are talking about one
company here and the specifics are
two or three fish plants owned by
hial one company.

AN HON. MEMRER:
Yo are out of order.

MR. TULK:

I am not questioning him, I am
just point ont to hiwm that this is
the case, that indeed there was no
reason [ do not believe tro rule
him out of order on that point.

MR. SIMMS:
Order 12, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order 12.

The hon. the member for Menihek
has six minutes left,

MR. FENWICK:
Six minutes?

MR, SPEAKER:

Yes,
The hon. the member For Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mi~, Speaker,
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I just want to sort of summarize a
few comnents. Quite frankly, it
is interesting that during
Question Period and in response to
questions asked yesterday -

MR, TULK:
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

A point of order, Lhe hon. the
member for Fogo.

MR. TULK:

M, Speaker, bhefore the Government
House Leader leaves, T would likae
ko bring somelthing to his
aktention, -4f T mway - and he s
listening - and that is Lhe matter
we just brought up we believe ‘s
urgent and I would ask him now if
he would First c¢all elther the
Rudget Speech or any other motion
or bill on the Order Paper to
discuss this matter in St.
Lawrence, Port aux Basques, Rose
Blanche and so on?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel -

MR. SIMMS:
No, Mr. Speaker. We have alroeady
called the Orders of the Day.

MR. TULK:
Ol St Lawrence 1s not
important, s dt.

MR. STMMS:

To that same  point. The  hon.
Smembers wra clearly doing one
“thing, Mr. Speaker, trying to play

politics and nothing else, nothing

more .

MR, TULK:
Oh sure!

MR. SIMMS:

There are opportunities. We had
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thirty minutes of Question Period
today . Where were the questions
on St. Lawrence? ' :

MR. LONG:
Right here.

MR. TULK:
Right down there.

MR, SIMMS:
None.

I rest my case, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
There 1s no point of order.
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

The answer to the Governmant House
Leader's question, although it is
rhetorical, is that questions on
the St. Lawrence plant and the
Port aux Basques one cdid come
today, and they came from us. We
asked where FPI was, because ULhey
are the origin of the whole
problem cdown there.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:

However, My Speaker, e are
talking about private schools
righi Now. T just G L to

summarize the comments I med e
vesterday, since [ think they are
appropriate. During the Quaestion
Period and Lhe rFesSPoONses in
Quastion Period over  the last
couple of days on the failure of
the Harbinger School, I think,
highlighted khe need For  this
legislation. And the details the
minister prouvided today also gave
s  an insight 1into some of the
worsae abuses of the private school
system. Of course, the Ffact that
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the minister confirmed that indeed
the tud tion faa al: Lhis
institution Was $3, 500, and I
assune that was @& one year course,
or a nine month course, or ten
months, somel:hing of Lhal
duration, indicates the hardship
these cindividual students have bo
go through once they enroll in

particular courses 1ike Lthis. T+
they had gone to a public
institution, like the Cahot
Institute or any of the other

community colleges in the
Province, to take the same course
over that period of time, the
tuition fee would be, I believe,
around $500. So we are talking,
in this dinstance, of a tuition fee

that 1s seven times the amount’

charged by the particular public
institutions.

S50, the question yvou have ds, Why
would an individual student go to
a private dnstituakion if  public
institutions were available?

The answer, of course, lies in the
Fact that mnost off the public

institulions, like the Cabot
Tnstutibe anc the comnunity

colleges, are bhlocked with
students now; they have waditing
Tists Nnow, in some instances,
requiring people Lo wait a year or
two . And 1if dinddvidual students
are not willing ko put their lives
on hold for that period of time,
they go and take thelr chances on
a private education rather than,
guite frankly, waiting a year or
whatever would bhe required.

The other thing that should be
noted in that particular exchange
From the minister was that the
individual now is owed $1,700, or
$1,700 was taken to pay for the
First twelve weeks' educalion. Ns
Lhe minister did not Table the
document., [ am nol: sure bthat I
have all the details correct.
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But, it seems to me, that that is

illustralive of what we are
talking about here. -~ If twelve

weeks  of  oducalion casts $1,700,
that 1s $140 a week Lthat 1is heing
charged by these institutions in
order Lo do the education they are
involued wilbh, and that clearly is
a horrendous sum to have Lo pay
For an education [Hin order to gel
into our workforce either as a
secretary, which T understand is
the course involved here, or into
computer programming or any of the
other courses involved here. Sa I
think that is another example of
the problems involved with 1it.

And, of course, one of the other
problems, which has never  heen
addressed by the minister or this
government or anyone else, 1s how
do you finance an education Tlike

Lhat  +4f you have any additional
expenses to meat? Recause

indivicduals going to  the private
intitutions really have to commit
not  only the studentt loan bhey
draw but any student grants they
have; Lhe whole works dis usaed up
in  tuition fees. Ard it the
individuals are not  supported at
home or have a part-time job or
some other sonrce of +dincome, quitle
frankly they find it very
(difficull to bhe able to complete
their training and bhe able to live
in a  half decent manner while
training is going on.

So, to summarize, we believe the

public instituktions, like the
Cabot Institute and the comnunity

colleges, should provide Lhe
courses required to train ounr
people, and Lthat the reasonable
expectations of the youth of our
Province should be met in these
institutions, and that there
should not be wailting lists of
inordinate lengths so thalt they
are forced to go into  private

institutions to receive Lhedir
No. 46 R2H497



education. That is our main
position.
If we have a lot of these

springing up, 1t is a
the public

institutions
sign of disorder in
education system and it should be
responded to by dincreasing the
numkbenr ot seats, putting in
additional courses, even 1f they
are on a temporary basis, in order
to accommodate the kind of bulge
that occurs.

one of the
everyhody
systam

Mr. Speaker,
things, as
about our aeducation

Because,
CUurious
krows ,

ie that the number of students we
have to deal with is tremendously

varied - one year we might have a

certain number of  students, the
next year We may have more
graduakes to cdeal with, the next

year many more and the year after
that they may drop again; there s

which s
when

list to it
Indeed,

a variable
quite pronounced.

one looks at the statistics of
students graduating, one sees that
planning for secondary education
like this 1s a wmajor challenge
because we ~ are looking at
graduat.ing classes which are
becoming smaller and smaller as
@ach year progresses . How  we

students 1is a
has to be

these
guestion that

accommodate
very large

addressed, Of course, one of the
advantages we have ds  that our
participation rate Mow in
posk-secondary education s still
about the Jlowest din Canada, and

Lhat iF we could cincrease the

participation rate, there still
would  he an  adequate  number  of
students to go through our
institutions,

T think we should stil1l plan For

more  and more students and we
should encourage Lthen Lo conlkinue
Or with Lheir post-secondary
education, whether gl he
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university or community college or

whatever.,

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, I
still say that this 1s a good

legislation, it ds an
piece of legislation.
It is coming in a little bit late,
but, Fortimately, it ds  hetter
later than never, Recause, as we
said yesterday, the variety -in the
quality of the dinstitutions is

piece of
important

Lhedir mos t; notahle attribute.
Whereas the Harbinger one clearly
hao  Financial problems, there are
other institutions out there which

Haua i Lerrible reputabion;

students Find that they have
really haeon Ferribly bilked, I
guess 1§ the best word for it,
bhilked +4n Lhe sense that they paid
a lot of money and received a low
quality education, one Lhat was
interrupted, one that was not on

Lhe Facilities thiat Ware
advertising and S0 on. QOther
institutions, of course, are also
extremely well received and I
mentioned yeskterday, and since the
former candidate for Waterford -
Kenmount is in the gallery today
and is involved with it, I will
repeat for his benefit that the
Keyin Technical College is one of

the best regarded in the Province
in terms of the private
institutions, and indeed was very

highly rated by the survey done by

he Hotlse Royal Commission in
Lerms of the education it
deliveread to ite students
Unfortunately, that was not the
Case wi bh Al e okher
institutions.

However, having saicd that, M
Speaker, we will bhe asking for
amendméents when we gl into
Commi l e s bage, One of Lhe

sections of that particular
legislation calls for fines of up

for individuals who
provisions of ik, We

to $250
violate the
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think this ds scandalously Tlow.
If you are looking at a several
million dollar dndustry, which Ais
what we are Jooking al, clearly
yiolating the rales with dmpunity
and only getting a $250 fine is no
means of Forcing Fhasa
institutions to  comply with not
only the legislation but wilh ULhe
regulations that will come down.
on that basis, we think the
maximum fine should at least be in
the range of about $5%000 or so, so
that the teeth in the legislation
will ensure compliance with it.

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, we
welcome the legislation and we are
looking forward to amending it in
the Committee stage. Overall, we
think 1t is in the best interest
of the young people of our
Province.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the memher for Bonavista
North,

MR. LUSH:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

T stand to again allude to the
situation T raised +Hin Lthis House

yesterday, specifically relating
o t:he Harbinger School of

Rusiness, It is unfortunate, M.
Speaker, that when we embark upon
ventures like that, invariably
somebody has Lo he burnl beforas we

tighten up the Jlegislation. In
this particular situation, T
maintain it was Lthe slackness and
the sloppiness of government
regulations which allowed this to
happen. Mr. Speaker, if we are

going to give students loans and
assign them to private schools, T
helieve we have Lo ensure that the
legislation is sufficiently tight
@nough S0 it does not allow
students Fo be gouged and ripped
of f, innocent students as happened
in this case.
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T thank the minister For his
statement today and I know the
minister s going to " look nto
it. Now, I could have gone to the
minislter privately, as T normally
would do on a situation like that,
bult T baelivvaed, Mr. Speaker, this
mattenr should have heen macle
public to alert parents, to alert
students, and to alert the public
of  Lhis Province as Lo what can
happen when we do not have proper
legislation Lo ensure that our
students are protected,. I think
all hon. members will agree that
that is a terrible thing to have
Happen Fo somebody, bto enroll in a

school and through various
clhircumstances have to withdraw
from that school. The minister

seemed to suggest that he did not
know that yvesterday, but I
specifically pointed out that the
matter I was referring to had to
do wilh students who withdraew. It
had nothing to do with people who
werae continuing on in the course,
it had to do with people who
withdrew and whosa momniaes were
still somehow under the control of

that  school. T do not know a@ll
the details or technicalities

ahout 1t, and one does not have Lo
know; all we have to know is that
shudanis gol rippecd ofF.
Regardless of the amount, whelther
it s $1000, $1700 or $2000, it
was too much for students,
unemployed people brying to get
ahead in this Llife, to find out
they were ripped ofF  dn Lhis
manner

M. Speaker, that dis why I raised
the maktker, to bring ikt to the
attention of the public and,
hopefully, ko make the government
more aware of the situation and to
Lighten up the legislation.

Notw, T am  not  sure Ehat  this

legislation, in the meantime, will
have the effect bhe mihister
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believes it will have. I am not
sure., I think the clause he 1is
counting on 1is Clause 19 (e), the
minister ¢an correct me if L[ am
wrong. I believe it ds 19 (e)
that he 1s hoping will protect
students in the event there 1is a
financial problem or a bankruptcy,
as happened with Harbinger, and
that is to have bonds. Tt says,
"Requiring registered private
training institutions to be bonded
in the form and terms and with the

collateral security Lhat is
prescribed 1in providing for the
forfeiture of bonds and the

disposition of the proceeds."

Of course, Mr. Speaker, it will
depend on what levels the bonds
will be, what amounts they will
be. For example, I understand the
Harbinger School of Business had a
band. Do hon. members know how
much it was? $1,000 was the bond
the Harbinger School had, and they
had, I believe, seventy students
enrolled. That 1s being properly
disposed of now, but, Mr. Speaker,
one does not have to be a great
mathematical wizard to  determine
how much these seventy students
will get. If there are any other
creditors, Mr. Speaker, then these
people will be down to very, very
little.

So this particular legislation
depends on what the regulations
will bhe, whether it will be
stipulated that the bond will be
sufFficient to take care of an
event like this. I certainly
hope, as a result of the Harbinger
experience, that the minister will
make sure that the bond is
sufficient to be able to take care
of an eventuality as this so that -

MR. MATTHEWS:
We had it long before that.

MR. LUSH:
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~ Well, if it was long

before
Harbinger, how come they do not
have 1it? : e

AN HON. MEMBER:
This 1s review legislation.

Mr. Speaker, 1t 1is only if that
bond 1is made sufficiently high
enough to take care of all the
contingencics, considering the
maximum enrollment of the school
and this kind of thing, will the
student be protected.

Mr. Speaker, I certainly hope the
minister will pay attention to
this and assure the House that
this will take place, that the
bond system will certainly prevent
this kind of thing from happening
in the future. Mr. Speaker, if we
can achieve that, then maybhe we
will have 1learned a good lesson
from the Harbinger situation.
But, again, I think the minister
agrees, as do I, that it dis most
unfortunate that any student, be
it a half dozen students or a
dozen students, should have lost
any monies because of the way this
was sel up, any amount of monies.

I certainly appreciate the fact
that the minister is looking into
this and has said that he will
investigate the situation a little

further to determine what his
department can do in this
situation. There are a number of

things that can he done once tihe
problem is determined as to how
many there are, because I am not
sure that anybody knows as this
point as to how many there are;
you get different numbers talking
to different people. I can
understand that, hecause people
have not gotten down to analyzing
them all. And they have not heard
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back from some of them vyet,
because some of them just got
their bills from the bank, so they
probably do not know precisely how
many there are. Once the minister
gets a handle on the problem, I
would hope that he will look at
this s¢ituation with sympathy and
empathy for these young people
just attempting to make a start in

life, To be hit with this
situation could cause them, Mr.
Speaker, to lose almost all

confidence in our financial
system, 1in our banking system, in
our educational system, in the
whole bit.

I <certainly hope the minister,
when looking into this, will keep
these factors in mind, and the
suggestions are almost innumerable
as to what he could do: There is
the matter of working out with the
banks a Tlonger period of {time for
these students to pay off their
debt; there is the matter of
dropping the dinterest; there is
the matker of wiping out the loans
completely because of the
circumstances under which they
developed. I certainly hope the
minister will address all of these
things, Mr. Speaker. With that, I
will take my place.

MR. SPEAKER:
If the hon. minister speaks now,
he closes the debate,

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mir, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
I will recognize the hon, the
member for Stephenville.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, T appreciate your
wisdom, and my deblt to the hon,
member for Humber West will be
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paid in due time.

Pertaining to this bill, 3Jjust a
couple of comments. I welcome the

bill with relation to the
regulation of private training
institutions specifically to

ensure there are regulations to
govern the actions and the course
requirements, etc., which should
be there for young people or

anybody, for that matter, who go

to - such institutions. These
institutions have a place in our
educational format, but they
should not be here at the expense
of courses already given 1in our
provincially funded educational
institutions.

That brings me to the matter, Mr.
Speaker, of the financing of our
educational institutions within
the Department of Career
Developmenl, and Lthe layoffs that
have occurred with the community
college system and Cabot
Institute. My query on this, Mr.
Speaker, is whether or not some of
the layoffs we see, and courses
being dropped, are due to the fFact
that we are giving the courses to
the private training
institutions? I am concerned that
this d1s being done at the expense
of the dinstitutions we have and
have had here for many years.

In talking to some people with the
Cabhot Institute and with the
community college system, some of
the programmes that were supposed
to be transferred have not been
transferred, Mr. Speaker, and some
of the instructors have been
dropped from the system,
especially when it comes to the
Cabot Institute.

In relation to the Cabot
Institute, courses which were
scheduled to be transferred along
with the +instructors, were dropped
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setting us in the right direction,
and if there is a demand for them
and if there is a demand for "the

finished product. While we can
accept that that review should be
done, courses which are 1in demand
and are neecded should be put in
place within the community college
system, which has the mandate, and
those courses should bhe provided
with the proper funding and with
the proper instructors, so that
that- mandate, with which they were
provided last year, can be carried
ouk. And that has not bean
happening. I do not think it bhas
been happening adequately enough.

In the case of the Westarn
Community College, out wmy way, I
think that problem should be
addressed. When we look at the
private institutions, Mr. Speaker,
and setting up regulations, the
courses they are starting and so
on should he checked out and
monitored to make sure that the
criteria and the proper courses,
with all the materials and so on,
are provided,

But I am concerned, Mr. Speaker,
with dinstructor retraining within
the career development system,
because I do not think the proper
advice has been given to
instructors who are being laid
of f. I think there should be
discussions with these paople
bafore the potential layoffs occur
kLo discuss i they can he
retrained in some other field, or
if there is a way for them to stay
within the system.

This was supposed to be done and
it was set up within The Community

Colleges Act. There WA s a
subcommittee which was “set up
specifically when the

reorganization occurred, and when
the minister rises 1 hope he will
inake some comments on instructor
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retraining, which 1is supposed Lo
be ongoing, as a matter of fact,
by the Department of Career
Development 1in dits retraining of
instructors. When he rises I hope
he will address that matte,r
because there are many concerns
being expressed. It is not good
enough to write 1t off to the
collective bargaining process and
that his person or that person, we
have to wait for all that to occur
before we can deal with potential
the Jlayoffs. You have to deal
with potential layoffs, My .
Speaker, before they comes, and
you should deal with that by
getting din the people who are
possibly going to be laid off and

looking at retraining or an
alternative course they may be
able to teach with their

background and qualifications.
That 1s something that should be
done., I see the mechanism that -is
set up, but I am not too sure
about the way 1t dis being handled
or the way it is being carried out.

I have been told that there are
resumés bheing submitted to the
subcommittee - for instructor
retraining, and this is being done
from the Cabot Institute and it is
being done elsewhere. But that 1is
far as it has gone. That is not
what 1t was set up to do. They
should be 1looking at that and
reviewing and trying to keep
people who are trained and who
have been in the system for years,
who are contributing a great deal
to the community c¢ollege system
and the post—secondary education
of the people of this Province.
That problem should be addressed
and I would hope, when the
minister looks at the introduction
of the raegulations governing
private training institutions,
that he will also look at the
retraining of his QN people
within the Department of Career
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Davelopment., and that the problem
within the community college
system is addressed. - -

Mr. Speaker, these regulations are
welcome, They are good to see
baecause of problems which have
occurred with some of Lthe private
training institutions. We welcome
the regulations coming in and
suggest some other things that
could possibly be done.

We will be watching to make sure
that the private training
institutions are not being
promoted at the expense of good
courses that have been set up in
our system, our own public
post-secondary education system
for wmany years. There 1s a fine
line there where we have to decide
which way we are going. I hope

"the wminister is aware of that and

will address that over Uthe coming
months in his promotion of and
registering of private training
institutions, and will look at the
outline of courses and and Lthe
demand for them.

Mr. Speaker, that 1is where my
concerns come from, They express
some problems, I think, within the
post—secondary education system in
direct relation to the private
training institutions and in
direct relation to courses being
of fered at the Cabot Institute and
other +institutes, plus community
colleges within the Province.

I would hope the minister will
address those CONCerns very
seriously, as there are a numbher
of people within Lhe comnunity
college system who are thinking
that maybhe they are going to be
jettisoned because this government
wants to promote private training
institutions. Those are serious
concaerns that many people I know
have, and have brought to my
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attention. I would hope the
minister will address those
concerns. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. WELLS:
Before the minister speaks, I have
just a couple of minutes.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leadar of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not need to
repeat most of what has been said
by hon. members on this side of
the House, and I will not do itL.
There is a matter I do want to
raise with the minister, so I
would ask him 1if he would pay
particular attention to what I am
saying.

I do not quite understand the
purpose of Clause 15. I realize
we can address it -

MR. MATTHEWS:
Which Clause?

MR. WELLS:
Clause 15,

— in Committee, but I do not know
if there 1s & principle involved

here. Why would any dinstitution
want to sell the goods or services
of a student? There is a

prohibition here against selling
the goods or services of a student
where the superintendent 1is of the
opinion that the student is being
exploited. Whether Lthe student is
being exploited or not, why would
an 1institution have the right to
sell the goods or services of a
student? My concern is that by
stating a prohibition that you
cannot do it where the student is
being exploited dimplies, at least,
that vyou can do it where the
superintendent may not be of the
opinion that he is being exploited.
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I do not understand the necessity
for this and I thought I would
raise it with the miriister. -~ He
may not be aware of the reason for
this provision in the bill now,
but between now and the time it
goes to Committee, at least he can
take a look at this. It does not
seem to me to be appropriate.
Otherwise, I agree with the
comments that have been made on
this side of the House, and I will
not repeat them, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

If the minister speaks now, he
closas the debate.

The hon. the Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

I would just like to begin closure
of tLthe debate by thanking hon.
members for their dinput dinto the
debate on this bill and this piece
of 1legislation. A lot of the
suggestions and recommendations
that have been made by hon.
members have been extremely good
ones, particularly the question
asked by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition; I will make note of
that, c¢check 1t out and let the
hon. member know.

Since becoming Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies,
like any minister of any
government department there 1is a
lot to learn and a lot of people
Lo gelbk Lto know, For me, I guess,
the private training dinstitutions
of the Province have been ones
that I have had to familiarize
myself with. = The approach I have
taken with dit dis a consultative
one, to talk to the operators and
owners of the private training
schools of the Province, to talk
to students affected, most of whom
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have heen affected in a very
positive manner, bul those who
claim they have been affected in a
negative manner, to see what the
probhlems are.

I believe, as I said yesterday,
that private training +dinstitutions
are a reality din the Province;
they have been in existence for in
excess of twenty years. I see my

role as Minister of Career
Development and Advanced Studies
as trying to strengthen the

relationship between those
institutions and the Department of
Career Development and Advanced
Studies, and to make improvements
fFor the +total educational system
of the Province, of which the
private training schools are one
very important component. So that
is the attitude that I have taken
with it.

I have consulted with the Private
Schools Association and met with
them, and I have talked, as well,
to individual owners and operators
who are not members of the
association, who had Ltheir dinput
into our department, into our
regulations and our guidelines,
and I think we are making
progress. I think this piece of
legislation ds testimony to the
fact that these private schools
have been in existence for in
excess of twenty years in the
Province. There has been
considerable change, very positive
change, but the legislation itself
needed to be strengthened, some
teeth put dinto & number of the
regulations, and that is what we
are about to do here.

While I have Lthe opportunity, and
while the member for Menihek is in
his seat, I would like to take
exception to how complimentary he
became today when he noticed there
was an owner, or an operator of
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one of our private schools in the
gallery. Yesterday, when he was
concluding the debate” he  said,
"Mr. Speaker, the Final comments I
would like to make on this have to
do  with the whole question of
whether or not these private
institutions should be there at
all, whether they should exist."
I just wanted to point that out
because that same owner, or
operator, is in the gallery now.

AN HON., MEMBER:

(Inaudible) .

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, Uthe member for Menihek said
that yesterday. And today I saw
him change somewhat, because I
know how strongly he feels and how
strongly he has objected, really,
to private schools in the Province
and private institutions.

There are a couple of other points
I would like to make as well. The
placement of students who graduate
from thae private training
institutions has been wvery, very
good. Thaere has been considerable
analysis done over the years on
graduales and job placements, and,
I must say, based on what I have
seen since becoming minister, the
job placement is far more
successful for those coming out of
the private institutions than for
those c¢oming out of the public
institutions. It is just a
comment I thought, in all
fairness, I should make.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

It varies with the course. I have
seen figures 1in excess of 60 per
caent For certain courses.
Graduates have come out of certain
courses from the private schools
where they have found job
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placements, and much higher than
60 per cent 1in others. When you
compare that with what has
happened in some of our public
institutions, the job placement
ratio and percentage has been much
better. So I thought I should
make that point today, while I had
the chance, in concluding the
particular discussion.

A lot of the debate over the last

couple of days was particularly
cantered around Clause 19 which
deals with, 'The

Lieulenant -Governor +in Council may
make regulations.' I would just
like to inform hon. members Lhat
number of

we are looking at a

areas for regulations. A lot of
the debate over the last couple of
days, again, has been ahout
hondinig. We have consulted very
closely with the private

institutions on what 1s adequate.
We have our own opinions and they
have theirs and, hopefully, as you
do with any set of consultations,
you meet somewhere 1in the middle
which allows the private training
institutions to bhe able to either
start up and operate or continue
to operate. That d1s the other
consideration: If you impose too
great a restriction or too great a
bonding or other fFfinancial burdens
on institutions, you may see them
have to fold up. And you do not
want to do that, as much as you
want to have adequate protection
for students in the amount of
bonding.

*Just for the Hdinformaltion of hon.
members, we have talked about a

vary, very importation
consideration in bonding, which is
student enrollinent. We L are
looking at varying amounts,
depending on Lhe number of
students enrolled. Less than 100

certain amounts, over 100 and on
the way up to 400 or 500, the
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amount of the bond would increase
in varying amounts. I think that
is very, very important. As well,
payment of tuition fees:
Reference will be made 1in the
regulations dealing with pro-rated
refunds to students who withdraw
or terminate prior to the
completion of training COUrsSes.
Of course, that is the problem, I
guess, the hon. +the member for
Bonavista North highlighted
vesterday, that a student withdrew
and there has to be some mechanism
in place to sort of deal with
theal . Baecause, as we all know
now, the problem has resulted
where sltudents withdrew and there
has been money owning to the
students.

MR. WELLS:

Would you permit a question?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Sure.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, the Leader of the

Opposition.

Would he also consider &l
requirement that the funds be held
in a trust account by the school
until Lhey are earned by the
passage of time? Otherwise, what
happened with Harbinger could be
repeated.

MR. WELLS:

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of Careear
Development and Advanced Studies.

MR, MATTHEWS:
Thalt is a point we will take under
consideration.

Another point I was about to make
hefore the on . gentleman
interjected was that We are
looking at possibly thirty days,
that money would be refunded
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within thirty days of termination,
s0 you put some kind of a deadline
on 1it. If that had been the case
with Harbinger, then this student,
I do not think, would have bheen in
the situation of being owed in
excess of $1700, because more than
thirty days had elapsed between
the time she withdrew and when the
problem developed with Harbinger.

As well, we +dintend to include a
section in the regulations dealing
with the amount of tuition that
may be collected by a training
institute in advarnce of the
training.

Of course, again that is part of
the problem where some
institutions have required full
payment for a year and where our
Student Aid Division has adopted
the policy of dissuing loans and
grants on a semester basis rather
than for the long-term, which is
the same case at the university
and the institutes.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, to be Anterrupted by some
people.

MR. SIMMS:
You are going to move
reading today, are you not?

saconcd

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yag,

The hon. the President of the
Council 1is getting quite anxious
to get legislation put through,
and we all understand why.

I will Jjust highlight again for
hon. members some of the major
things here: A private training
review board,; more clearly
defining the conditions required
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for registration, which is
important; conditions regulating
the operation of a ~private
training dnstitution; appropriate
increases 1in registration fees,;
and a more realistic amount in
surety bonds, as I just indicated,
directly related to the number of
students enrolled in the school.
In the case of lNarbinger it was a
$1,000, and we all know what that
amount spread over that number of
students would mean.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Qh, oh!

MR. MATTHEWS:
It is kind of hard to continue

here,

AN HON. MEMBER:
It is hard for the minister to do
a thorough job.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yas, 1t is, and I am so keen on
doing that, you know.

New regulations governing the
retention and refund of tuition
fees. These are the main points
of the Bill and before sitting
down I would l1ike ¢to thank all
hon. members for their dinput into
it, ancl the suggestions For
consideration will be duly noted
and we will see if we can deal
with it for the benefit of the
people we most want Lo directly

affect, namely, the students of
_ the Province. I move second

reading.

on motion, a hill, "an Act

Respecting The Regulation ol

Private Training Institutions",

read a second time, ordereaed

referred to a Committee of the

Whole House on tomorrow. (Ri11

No. 2).

MR. SIMMS:
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We will move now to order 13,
second reading of a bill, "An Act
To Amend The Nursing Assistants
Act". (Bill No. 18).

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COLLINS:

Mpr . Speaker, the Nursing
Assistants Act established a
council for nursing assistants in
1983 and the Act, I +think, has

‘promoted the recruitment and the
qualification of nursing
assistants since that time with

benefit to our health care
system. However, 1in consultation
with the council, a number of
amendments to the aAclt have bheen
suggested. I might add, Mr .
Speaker, that the council, itself,
is the prime mover in all these
amendments .

great

I will just very quickly go
through them; they are fairly
self-evident.

Clause (1) of this bill will
expand the definition of
registered nursing assistants. It
will mean that the regulations
brought in under the Act will

determine who can be registered by

the council as a nursing
assistant. It would mean that
people like operating room

technicians, physiotherapist aids,
urology aids, that type of thing,
if the regulation which the
council controls allows it, they

can be registered under this Act.

The second point is a fairly minor
one, that +1s the council dtself
now is composead of Fifteen
members . This amendment will say
up to fifteen members. The reason
why  that minor change -is wmade s
that when the Council was first
established, Lhere were three
hospital training schools for

L2508 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

nursing assistants and each one of
those training schools had a
member on the council. °~ Since that -
time, two of the training schools
have been closed. So you do not

have three representatives from
the training schools on the
council, they are just not
available any longer - that is one

from each school. However, it may
well be that some of these schools
will reopen 1in the future, so we
want - to have that flexibility
there. That 1s why we say up to
fifteen. But with only one school
open now, it will mean that there
will be, in actual fact, only
thirteen members on the Council.
If another school opens up, there
will he fourteen. IF another
school opens up, there will be up
Lo Fifteen. )
The seconcd clause, again, 1is much
in the same way. When the act was
first Dbrought 1in, there was one
member on the council nominated by
the Ministers of Health, Education
and Social Services, but the
Department of Social Services, at
that time, had a strong interest
in the matter. We have now in the
Department of Health taken over
much of the areas of
responsibility from Social
Services where nursing assistants
work . So there 1is no real need
now to have the Department of
Social Services represented on the
council. Ns we have taken 1t
over, this amendment now  wil:
allow Health to have btwo nominees,
one that we always had, shall we
say, Faor Lhe acute care
activities, and another one now
For the chronic care activities
which we took over Ffrom Social
Services.

THe other change there will be
that there will not be a nominee
from the Department of Education
because this activity is now under
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Career Development and Advanced
Studies. So, instead of
Education, the Minister for Career
Developmeént and Advanced Studies
will be able to nominate someone,

On the third one: It is to allow
thao council Lo decide on  some

flexibility in terms of
registration For training

purposes. This could mean that
the council could permil someone
who had gone partly, say, through
nursing training and then decided,
for whatever reason, not to become
a registered nurse, bub now wancs
Le become a nursing assistant, the
council c¢ould deem that some of
the training that person got as a
nurse could go towards Lheir
registration as a nursing
assistant. It dis to give the
council a bit more ~flexibility
which they do no not have at the
present time on setting the
training curriculum,

The final one in the hill itself,
that same clause, will also allow
the council to decide that as well
as just paying a fee for a renewal
of your license to be a nursing

assistant, the council can,
through regulations, have SOMe
flexibility to require other
hings  too. or instance, they

F
might require someone who has not
been working for a long period of
time as a nursing assistant, to do
some upgrading before they would
have their license renewed, that

type of increased Flexdihility -in
registration. So those are Lhe

amendments that are -in the bill as
presented to the Housea,

I should mention that -+1n Committee
we are intending to bring in two
further minor points, or fairly

minor points. One is Jjust a’

clarification point. The act, in

two places, refers to
non-professional activities or
.2509 May 31, 1988 Vol XL
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improper conduct of professional
activities. The wording is
different 1in one place. ~In "“one
place 1ds says, 'improper conduct
in a professional respect', and in
another place it says,
'professional misconduct.' So it
1 just the same thing but it is
worded differently in two parts of
the act. We want ko just make the
same wording throughout the act.

The final one that we will bring

up  in Commitlkee - I an  just
informing the House now what we
intend to propose in Committee -
is that 4if there dis hearing in
regard to & complaint, at the
present time, the council must
hold & formal hearing. If there
is a complaint brought forward,
the council must now have & formal
hearing.

Sometimes these complaints are
very, wvery easily resolved. We
are proposing to bhring in an
amencment to allow the council to
decide whether a hearing is
necessary. In obher words,
instead of it heing obligatory, it
will he discretionary. As I say,
that will be brought up in
Committee.

With those dintroductory remarks, I
move second reading of this bill.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave ,

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
MHear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Mr . Speaker, 1 understand the
minister's explanation of what he
has just been reading and the
changes bto bthe bhill. It is really
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only housekeeping,

However, there are a couple of
questions I need answered because
we have to be very careful of what
we allow a council or someone to
do when we say a council has the
right to give an idindividual a
license as a registered nursing
assistant. He explained that 1t
could be somebody, for example,
who is an assistant in an
operating room.

I am wondering are we giving it to
a lakb technician or an 0.R.
technician. What I would like the
minister to explain later is are
we heing too flexible? Is it
possible that people other than
those that have the proper
training and qualified Lraining
could be registered as a nursing
assisbtant? Tt SAYS, "Olher
classifications of health care
workers . '

How  Far  1is Lhat  going to be
expanded or what do you mean by
other c¢lassifications of health
care workers? We have a 1lot of
people in the health care systeom
in many areas, in the nursing
homes and the hospitals - I would
not say as much in hospitals as in
nursing homes - who are health
care workers but they probably
have not had any formal training.

We have Eto be careful we do not
allow the council to make an error
or to be able ko give those
people, whom I have no doubt have
many years of experience in
working in the health care system,
but do not necaessarily  qualify
under a programnme. So we have to
bhe very careful who we give Lhe
qualifications or the registration
Lo,

The second point: There Hds no
problem with that. It shall
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consist of up to Fifteen members.
Tt 1is quite understandable it is
nol: necessary for a ‘council  to
have to have fifteen members. It
can work equally as well with less
than fifteen. The fact, as the
minister explained, at some point
in time in the future there may be
more nursing  schools, then you
would have the opportunity for
those nursing schools to e
represented on the council, and
that is quite natural. ,

I have to say to the minister that
presently, with only one nursing
dssistant school in the Province,
I do not think we, on this side of
the House, could agree that that
is  enough. One nursing training
school, and I think it is
present:ly at the Cabobt Institute.
That is where the only opportunity
i now for anybody who wants Lo
train as a nursing assistant.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. EFFORD:

I do not +think so. They are
Erying to, hut it 1is strictly now
just at the Cabot Institute.

There are a number of reasons for
that, I personally have had some
constituents call me and ask me Lo
see if I can help them get into
classes in September. Now, the
Cabot Institute can only -

MR. SIMMS:
There are quite a few on the
waitding list.

MR. EFFORD:
That 1s right, there 1is quite a
large nunber on the waiting list.

The Cabhot Institute, as W
realize, can only handle 0 many
in & c¢lass. The minister will
probably stand ap and say, 'Well,
e have an overabundance of
No. 46 R2510



nursing assistants in the Province
or we do not need any more,' but I
do not think that is so, because,
in checking around, what we are
finding more and more every year,
not only in nursing assistants but
in the trained nurses, 1is we are
losing a great numbher of those
trained people to other provinces,
and it s For a number of reasons.

One of the main reasons is bether
pay in other provinces than there
is presenkly dn Newfoundland. T
know the minister is quite aware
of that, and he 1is addressing that

situation in his negotiations
oW . But the facl remains we are
losing a number of highly
qualified, trained people in this
area, nursing assistants and
nurses and many other health
areas., We cannot afford that.

That 1s the reason we asked the
question about why we only have
the one dnstitution now din the
province where people can train.

For example, if in the Bay St.
George area out aon the West Coast
we had another one and somewhere
probably “around Central
Newfoundland or some other part of
the Province, we would not have
the heavy load we do have placed
on the Cabot Institute now. TL s
unfair, That 1is another reason
why . o
TLodis very unfair Lo expaeck people
to  travel from Western, Central
and  Northern Newfoundland to St
John's and have this great expense
where probably they could get it
living in and around the area of
Staphenville or Corner Brook or
Central Newfoundland. It would
not cost them near as much. That
is another aspect the minister is
certainly going to have to look at
and take into consideration.

I know if somebody has to move
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from St. Anthony down to Corner
Brook or from Deer Lake to Gander
or Grand Falls, they are going to
have the same cost 1in boarding,
but they will certainly not have
the same c¢ost 1In transportation
they would have 1if they were

leaving St. Anthony or soine
Western part of the Island and
chriving dinto St. John's. It s
more easy to get home on
weekends . With the Jlong Winters
we have, having to drive -from St.
John's .0 gek home Lo their

residence on a weekend or during
Christmas vacation, 1t 1s quite
difficult to travel that
distance. {t is not only weather,
but 1t 1s also quite expensive.
That +1s one of bthe concerns we
have .

The other concern 1is we do not
presently, and the minister is
well aware of what I am going to
say next, we do not have enough
nursing assistants working in the
hospitals and nursing homes .
There is a great deal of room for
more and more to be hired. That
is the reason why we need a lot of
more training.

An example 1is the situation at the
Hoyles and Escasoni Homes. I+ dis
deplorable to go down there and go
into those senior citizen homes
and  see  Lhe way +in which those
people are being handled and the
care being taken of Lthem. It is
not: the fault of the people who
are there now, 1t 1s the Fault
that there 1s not enough staff.
That 1s only an example. That 1s
only two homes of the many, many
numbers around the Province and
the hospitals where we are grossly
understatfed.

There 1s no way can we allow this
to 9o on. We are treating our
senior citizens, and e are
treating our chronic care in the
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hospitals and our long term care
patients as second or third class
citizens. Make no mistake, each
and every person who has the good
fortune of 1living, or the luck of
living to be sixty-Five years old
is going to be placed in that same
position.

I would never like to think, Mr.
Speaker, I would have to be in a
position where I would be placed
in a semior citizen home, as we
have witnessed here in the Hoyles
and Escasoni, and that I would be
allowed to live - it is not living
— to be allowed to be placed in
the situation where I cannot even
get out of bed to get to a
bathroom or to get a decent shower
or bath myself. I have to wait
For three to five = hours For
somebody to come and do it for
me . Thadt; 16 abhsolutely
disgraceful. It dis dntolerable
and nobody  should allow that Go
take place. But it is the
situation that 1is taking place -in
this Province today, Mr. Speaker.

I had the opportunity last night
of visiting the Miller Centre. T
was going to refer to the
General. I guess it still 1is the
old General, but it 1s now the
Miller Centre. A part of  that
Miller Centre 1is for the DVUA, for
the veterans. For people who went
over in the first and second World
War .

MR. HISCOCK:
The great wars,

MR. EFFORD:

The two great wars and took a
chance, A lot of them gave thelir
lives, but the people at the
‘Miller Centre right now naburally
never bhecause they came back, but
Lhey went over and they Foughl for
freedom, They gave up whatever
rights or whatever pleasures the
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people that stayed home had. They
took the chance of going over and
being killed, but they -  came back.
They fought For the freedom of
their country. They fought for
democracy and they succeeded.

To scee them come back and the way
in which we are treating those

people today, I mean, it .is
absolutely again as I Say
deplorable, disgusting and

degrading. We have absolutely no
respect.

Last night while I was down in the
facility, there was one person in
the particular area For
recreation, one person out of the
numbers and numbers of people.
There are not enough nursing
assistants and nok enough nurses.
I know the problem is dollars and
cents, bhut we have to look at what
we aréeé doing.

It is not only a matter of whether
Lhere s  enough people working
there, it 1is the facility dtself.
How nice would 1t bhe 1f those
people had a surrounding outside,
out around Lhat particular unit,
if they could get out and have a
little park around the area and
some nice seats and recreational
Facilities outside where on days
like this they could get out and
enjoy the fresh air and have some

racreation outside. There is
absolutely nothing out around Lthe
area, They walk outside that
particular facility, or that

institution, and they walk on the
skhreet.

I am only using that as an
examnple, There are many, many,
other areas around the Province
where we have that, Now, there

are a lot of good places around,

To give you an example, the
Pentecostal senior c¢itizens home
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in Clarke's Beach, I must say, 1is
absolutely fantastic. They have
large grounds there where the
people can get out and enjoy the
sunshine. I know of anocther area
down in Musgravetown. There 1is a
beautiful facility down there and
there is some nice recreation
areas around that particular arsa
where the senior citizens can get
out around. T just forget the
name of that dinstitution now but
it will come to mind din a minule
because I wvisit that area quite
often as T have a sister Tiuving
down in that area.

These are examples of what we
could be doing For our senior
citizens, but those - are private
homes . What I am saying dis the
government institutions around the
Province are not nearly as well
kept. Just look here at Hoyles
and Escasoni and the facilities
outside there. People who do not
have the opportunity to get out
themselves and can only get out
even at the best of times when the
weather 1is worthwhile, where you
need the nursing assistants and
you heed the workers in the
institutions Lo be able +to get
them out and to let them enjoy
some fresh air. It is only a
very, very short season, as we
know, in this Prouvince. They get
eight or hine months of cold
weather when they cannot get out
and we luckily get two months of
weakther which they should get outl
and enjoy.

The minister, T am sure, 1is going
to tell me it is all a matter of
dollars and cents and Lhey arae
doing the hest job they can.
Thare s no doubk he is doing bkhe
best job he can but I wonder if
“that is the best job that can be
done. That 1s the question we
have to ask.
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There is no question the remainder
of the bill is just housekeeping
and it gives the council a little
more flexibility in the
registration of nursing
assistants. I would like for the
minister, when he gets Lhe
opportunity, to explain if too
much laaway is glven in the
registration of other people for
registerad nuIrses . He gave a
couple of examples and I would
Ehink  that that s covered there
and that cannot happen.

The other part where the Minister
of  Careenr Devaelopment and the
Minister of Health have the right
o appoint two, and Lhe Minister
of Career Development, one, well,
that ds only natural because no
longer is the Department of
Fducation and the Department of
Social Services involved with
assistants, the nursing
homes, or the hospitals, so that
is quite understandable.

Mr. Speaker, with that I
conclude. At some point in time
the minister may enlighten us to
the fact that there is a
protection there where nobody
other than the properly trained
and qualified people will be able
to take part and be registered as
A nursing assisktant.

Thank you.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon, the member for Menihek.

MR, FENWICK:
Thank you very much, Mr, Speaker,

We do not like this bill. fs &
matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, e
consider it a major insult to the
hursing assistants working in this
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Province = that this piece of
legislation should have been
drafted and these amendments

should have been brought 1in here
by a Minister of Health who

clearly understands Lhe
implications of what d1s going on
here, anc yat has not heean

forthcoming with us in telling us
exactly what 1s occurring.

The reason I mention this is
because we took a copy ofF this
legislation, when it was first
tabled back in April, and sent it
to the Nursing Assistants
Committee of some of the public
sector unions and asked them to
have a look at it, to review it,
to see what the situation was with
regard to it, and whether or not
it was an appropriate amendment or
whether -1t was something we should
be worried about.

Dave Curtis, who is the employee
relations officer responsible for
negotiating on behalf of nursing
assistants, wrote me back 1in a
letter of April 14, 1988 and in
that letter dindicated they had
some very serious concerns with it
because they saw this as a means
for the Nursing Assistants Council
to essentially de-professionalize
Lhe enltire nursing assistant
profession and return it back to
its pre-1983 days. T will explain
in a few minutes why that is the
case,

I am really very discouraged,. I
took this up with the Minister of
‘Health privately and indicated
there were serious concerns by
this group. I have actually even
given him a copy of the letter I
received from that organization
and asked him 1if he would at least
address the concerns ralsed
Lhere.

Unfortunately, euen though the
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letter was turned over to him
sometime around the middle of

April, I have yet to receive "any -

reply. S0 T am quilte discouraged
the minister obviously either did
not do his job properly, and just
ignored 1it, or he agrees with the
nursing assistants council and the
innovations they are trying to put
in here.

Here is what is wrong with it.

MR. SIMMS:
The Nursing Assistants Association
(inaudible).

MR. FENWICK:

No, they did not. No, the Nursing
Assistants Committee of the
Newfoundland Association of Public
Employees reviewed it and are
clearly opposed to +it.

The situation, Mr, Speaker, is
Lhis: Undear e previous
legislation the only people who
could he registered as nursing
assistants are individuals who are
professionally Lrainaed Lo he
nursing assistants.

If you look at the legislation in
effect +in 1983, 1t says, 'a person
is eligible for registration under
this act' - this s Seclion 8 (2)
(a) - 'who pays the registration
fee and who heas completed a
prescribed programme of education
For registered nursing
assistants.'

The proposed change 1in here 1ig,
"'who has completed a programme of
education for registered nursing
assistants or its equivalent as
determined by the council.'

What that means 1is, under the
prior system vyou would have to
take the actual training course
For nursing assistants offered now
in one institution, but formerly
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offered in a variety of them, and
have successfully completed that
in order to be a hursing
assistant.

Under the new legislation the
council itself will have the right
to determine what 1s equivalent
training. At this point, Mr .
Speaker, one has to “ask
themselves, who does +the nursing
assistant council represent? We
know thers are close Lo fFfifteen
members on the council, but the
fact of the makter s, there are
about three nursing assistants.
Mast of the other professional
organizations, such as the
Newfoundland Macdical Association,

the Medical Roard, the Nursing
fissociation and thoeir
organizations, do not have

domination lry their enployers.
They are a professional group
which they respond to.

The Nursing Association, for
example, the Association of
Registered Nurses, does not have
the owners of private health care
institutions eon their bhoard, as
the nursing assistants do. As a
result, their dinterest is the
professional development of nurses
and the professional development
of nurses, solely.

What we have here, Mr. Speaker, is
a situation where what 1s clearly
happening 1s the owners of private
nursing institutions are saying we
do not want ke have Lo hire
properly trained, registered
nursing assistants. We want Lo qo
and re-define it so we can take
paople who have not the mandalory
training they would have had under
the previous actl, put. them in
place, and, therefore,
de- professionalize the whole
occupation.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is
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should he clearly
about, especially
given the composition of  this
particular council itself.

something we
very alarmed

The other thing this particular
piece of legislation does, if one
looks at the 1983 legislation, is
knock out the grandfather clause.
I guess maybe we should call it
the grandmother c¢lause since, of
course, the vast majority of

nursing assiskants are - women.
That is section 8, subsection (3)
wh-ich would deleted by these

amendments . It says, and I will
quole, "Nothwiths tanding
subsection (2), a person is
eligible for registration whose
pays the registration fee and who
(a) has a combinalion of Etraining
and work experiences prescribed
and (b) applies Lo be registered
within one year of Lthe coming into
force of this act.'

It is very clear what this
particular legislation was
designed to. It was designed to
register  as nursing assistants
people who had been in the
profession for a number of years,
did not have the formal training,

but were clearly competent to
operate as nursing assistants.

This was the mechanism in 1983 put
in place to accommodate those
people who legitimately had an
argument that putting the
registration procedures in  place
at this late date and given their
circumstances, they may have been
advanced 1in years or had a large
Family Lo handle and so on, were
not inm a position to go back and
take a year's braining.

S0 we have a clause in the curraent

legislation which accommocdates
quile agasily Ehe situation

legitimately there prior to the
registration of nursing assistants
back in 1983, So the question we
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professional standards would be
adhered Lo and 4t meant we would
have some confidence these nursing
assistants knew what they were
doing.

Under the nei procedure, the
couneil basically Can prut ibs
rubber g Lamp on anybody's

gqualifications, no  mabkter which
way they got there. Again, it 1is
the composition of Fhe Nursing
Assistant Council we <c¢all dinto
gquestion,

It is not A professional
organization like the others
because those professional
organizations control it with

their own membeaership. So, it is
for this reason we are extremely

upsel to seQ Lhis piece of
legislation coming in here. e

Feal 4t does no serve whatsoevar
to the profession and all it does
is accomnodate questionable
interests on the part of the
individuals who are operating it.

DR, COLLINS:

That is your interpretation.

MR. FENWICK:
Well, T have not heard & single
thing from the Minister of Health
Lo suggesl it dis not. That ‘s the
part I find particularly
fFrustrating.

DR. COLLINS:
TF you listened to the examples I
cited, it might have helped you.

MR. FENWICK:

Yes, I did. I heard the examples
vou had there.

I did not hear you explaining how
the examples I gave you could not
he accomnodated by this particular
situation. The fact you had this
letter about a month ago and have
not responded to me suggests you
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do not particularly want me to get
any information on this.

DR. COLLINS:
You are saying the council is a
totally irresponible body which
(inaudible) .

MR. FENWICK:
I amn saying the council has
different objectives from that of
the nursing assistants who are
working in the field.

Clearly, tf we have owners of
private nursing homes on this
parkicular council, if we have
employers who dominate 1it, they
may  then want +to see different
standards apply for it.

If we have a shortage of nursing
assistants, and the membher for
Port de Grave (Mr. Efford) seems
o suggest there ds, and T would
not doubt it whatsoever, We have
& nursing shortage. T suggest we
probably have a nursing assistant
shortage as well. We have
training dinstitutions which have
been closed down, so c¢learly they
are choking off the supply of
nursing assistants.

IF all those things are correct,
then what we are seeing is an end
run around a professional training
situation set up in the past, and
that, in my opinion, was probably
working quite well to raise the
professional standards of Fhi's
particular class of hospital
employee. So those are the kinds
of complaints we have with it.

The other thing which bolhers me
is  since this government has
already cindicated -dts  comnilment
to privatizing part of the healtlh
care system, since it clearly has
privatized the management of the
Hoyles Home and Fscasoni, then we
are going to see different

L2517 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

motivations apply here than have
applied in the past. In the past,
if we had professional management
or professional career civil
servants operating institutions
like the Hoyles Home or Escasoni,
then we would at least have some
degree of falth their objectives
were to have the highest quality
of professional care Ffor their
patients, consistent with being
able to weet their budget.

But when we have things like the
Hoyles —~ FEscasoni Home run by
Extendicare, an organization with
# checkered past and a somewhat
checkered reputation in other
provinces For the dnconsistency of
the quality of care they offer,
Lhen we would suggest perhaps what
their objective in the Ffuture will

be i to start looking at,
replacing their professional

pursing assistants with designated
ones by this Nursing Assistants
Council, individuals who do not
have the qualifications and who
are essentially walking off the
street, looking for a job, an the
Escasoni wmanagement people say,
'"Well, fine, we can do that. We
are going to put you in there
working with dindividual patients,
but we are going to call you a
Nursing Assistant III or something
and we will designate you that.
We will, therefore, get around our
legal obligations Lo have
gualified people there, but, at
the same time, we can offer you a
wage scale considerably lower than
Lhat  which ds  currently offered
nursing assistants,' which 1is not
exactly the greatest +in the world
anyway ,

Tn  Jooking at the legislation,
there are also other parts of it
Lhat are a lilbkkle bit worrisome.
If one looks at bthe definition of
a registered nursing assistant in
the original piece of legislation,
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one reads this: -~ By the way, for
those of you who have a copy of
the legislation, it 1is the 1983
legislation, Chapter 50, Article
2, paragraph (e) - "Registered
Mursing assistant means A& nursing
assistant registered under this
Act:. " That s, by the way, all
that will he left under Lthis
amencment . But khe original one
read, continuing on, "Registered
under this act who undertakes the
care of patients and residents of
custodial, convalescent, or other
institutions under the direction
of a registered nurse or duly
qualified medical practitioner."

In listening to the definition or
the argument put forward by the
Minister of Health (Dr. Collins),
I am not at all clear as to what

exackly was Ehe reason for
deleting that particular section
of it, because that one clearly

states the relationship between a
nursing assistant and a patient -is
as an intermediary between the
nurses and the dockors and works
under the supervision of the
nurses and the doctors. Ry
deleting that particular section
of 4k, one asks, T Ethink Lthe very
Jogical question, what exactly is
being accomplished hera?

Does this mean in the future, for
axXampla, the nursing assisbants
will bhe expected to handle wards
all by themselves with no nurses
on the wards, or to operate 1in
institutions where no doctors are
there, completely free of them
because it is that supervision
section of it that 1is clearly
removed from it.

There may be other argunents For
it, but the Minister of Health has
not given us anybhing to suggest
why his new definition dis any
bettear, and, in fact, what it

suggests to do, if read in
.2518 May 31, 1988 Vol XL

combination with Section 8, where
the whole question of how you
determine what a nursing assistant
is 1s dealt with, it tends to make
the whole profession somewhat less
precise in terms of whalk we expect
of it and what we are looking for
from +it.

Mr. Speaker, T think the basic
problem this piece of legislation
shows is the facl that when the
Nursing Assistants Act was
established, it was done in & way
entirely inconsistent with the way
in which e do gueary obther
professional association in the
Province.

I would like the Minister of
Health, for example, to think, if
the medical board, for example,
that: is established to supervise
the medical " profession in  this
Province, were established and it
were a fifteen-person board and
three of the people on it were
professional doctors and the other
twelve were the people like an

Extendicare Vice~-President, for
example, or were c¢ivil servants or
other bureaucrats involved, a
wixture of people who want ko set
up private hospitals and

whataver,

What would the Minister of Health
Ehink if we hacd a medical bhoard in
which -

DR. COLLINS:
TFf Lhey were dockor's assistants,
I might (inaudible). .

MR. FENWICK:

What would the Minister of Health
think if his profession, which 1is
a noble profession and has a long
and honourable history, was then
set up in such a situation where
the doctors themselves had not
only no control of +it, but three
out of fifteen, which I believe is
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the number of nursing assistants
on it, although T may be corrected
on that if the minister has more
information on it. But what would
he think of their ability to look
at it as a development, as an
organization that would provide
professional training, maintain
standards in the profession and so
on?

I am not suggesting to you T
wanted fifteen nursing assistants
Lhere. But clearly something more
than three out of fifteen 1is a
desirable objective in this case.
Nursing assistants are the people
who really do the work in the
hospitals. I do not want to
malign the dockors and nurses and
everything else, but I have seen
anough hospitals and T have sean
enough nursing homes to know that
whaen 4t comes to the really heavy
work, physically tiring work, and
the long shifts, Lhe nursing
assistants are the ones right on
the front line. Obviously, they
are supervised by nurses and
doctors, but  generally you are
talking about a nurse and mayhe
Five or $ix or even more nursing
assistants SO that the nurse
becomes more of a supervisor and a
coordinator of their roles, rather
than the person who turns. over the
heavy patients in the bed, or does
the bed baths and does all the
other very mundane but extremely
important work for the sick and
the c¢hronic care patients in our
Province,

I think half of our problem is
because this government has so
Jittle confidence in  the nursing
assistants as a profession and setl
it up as such a non-representabtive
board, that this complaint, which
T tell you honestly does come from
the Nursing Assistants Council of
the Newfoundland Associabion of
Public FEmployees which, at this

1.2519 May 31, 1988 Vol XI.

point, probably represents more
nursing assistants than any other
organization in the Province. I
have also talked o the

representative of the Canadian
Union of Public Employees who
probably represent most of the
other ones. They have nobk got as
detailed a criticism of dt, but
they were also worried aboult Lthe
particular aspects of it. I have
talked to nursing assistants who
work in the hospitals themselves,
nursing assistants who have looked
at the legislation and considered
it an insult. They consider their
professional status as employees
of a hospital with some sort of a
reasonable expectation that there
be standards therea are heing
violated as a result of this. I
Ehink their Jlegibimate comments

should have hean al: least
reasonably Tistanad to by Lhe
Minister, rather Lhan bheing

sloughaed off because, obviously,
they are not as professional as he
is as a doctor,

Mr. Speaker, one of the Uhings I
think I should do today, because I
Lhink it is appropriate fFor all of
us to see 1it, 1s that I will table
a copy of Lhe correspondence from
the Newfoundland Association of
Public Employees on it. Before I
do that, however, I would like to
read into the record a number of
the comments made by Dave Curtis,
who s, of course, one of the NAPE
negotiators. He 1s° the employee
relations officer dnvoluved with
hursing assistants. I will read
the seclion here:

"Saction 8 of the amended Act
under Subsection (2) 1is proposing
@ dramnaltic change insoFar as the
council will 1O bhe able to
register dndividuals who have not
trained as nursing assistants,

thal 1w, student nursaes, I'his
proposed change, coupled the
No. /6 R2519



RS I L S NS R SR TS SR S WS OSIO SURS S RS EE MR SRS TV ) RUENISE SUSLATA SRS S

proposed change in paragraph (e)
of Section 2, could open the doors
to employers to hire whom ever
they so  desire as nursing
assistants. This by the way," and
Lhis i1s a quote, "is becoming a
imajor problem. They are now going
Lo legalize what they could not do
in the past."

What he is saying is he 1s seeing
in more ancd more, especially in
the smaller group homes which are
heing established For the care of
some of our people, in  these
particular -institutions, they arce
nol hothering to look for trained
nursing assistants, dinstead they
are looking for less trained
people they want Lo gebk away wikh
hecause they feel tLthey can hire
them for less noney.

Continuing on wikh tLhe lekbter,
"Saection (8) of the amended Act,
in the newly proposed Subsection
(3), 1is providing the council with
greater authority to deny a
request for registration."

"The Act respecting the
registration of nursing assistants
states as its purpose Lhe

establishing of the council and
the establishment of Lkhe standards
of  training and registration of
nursing assistants, The proposad
amendments clearly fly in the face
of the statad purpose of the Act.
The amendments will enable the

council Lo register dndividuals
who are not trained nursing

assisbants.,

"Frankly, this council is an
employer~dominated group of
individuals who care nothing about
protecting or, indeed, enhancing

Lhe role of the nursing
assistants. The proposed

amandments only serve to reinforce
our distrust of the ‘council.

L2520 May 31, 1988 Vol XL
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"Many thanks for forwarding us the
proposed amendments. Wikthout your
help, we would be unaware of ~the
amendments "

That, Mr. Speaker, is probably the
largest indictment of dit. The
Jaskt Tine in bthe letter indicates
the group representing the largest
number  of nursing  assistants  dn
this Province was not even
consulted -4n the drafting of this
particular change in the nursing
assistanl legislation.

DR. COILILTNS:

You are talking about unions.
This Nct doaes not sel up a union,
You are talking about an entirely
(inaudible) .

MR. FENWICK:

I am talking ahout the
organization which speaks for the
majority of nursing assistants in
khis Province. That organization
was not consulted one iota.

Mr . Speaker, an interesting
point: We had, up in the gallery -

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER:

Sick!

MR. SPEAKER:
Orcaer, plaase!  Order, please!

MR, FENWLCK:

We had, up in the gallery this

af berncon, a UVice -President ofF
Keyin Tech sitting there and he,
along wi. th he ownership of

several of the other private
schools in this Prouvince, were notb
only consulted, Mr. Speaker, on
their bill, they were given copies
of the bill. They were on the
committee bhat worked on it They
developed the whole thing, and
when they were Finished, they sent
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it back here.

that consultation, dif 1t s
enough  For a Former Tory
Waterford-Kenmount,
surely 11 ds good enough for an
organization which represents
probably 3,000 or /4,000 nursing
assistants in this Province. I do
not understand why this is a

Now,
good
candidate in

particular good operation, a good
means of consultation, when it is
your buddies you are talking
about, but when people who are,
quite frankly, legitimately
concerned with the welFare of the
people who work in this Province
in the hospitals were not
consylted one iota.

I think that 38 a Ferrible
inconsistency in the way you treat
peapla. You d-id not.  have o

everything they said,
bulk, for God's sakes, why did you
not at least give them an
opportunity Lo have some cinpoth
into the legislation?

listen to

AN _HON. MEMBER:

They did.

MR. MITCHELL:

Why did they not send in what they
wanted +o?

MR. FENWICK:

They did not
legislation was
is the last line.
again,

euen know the
coming down! It
I will read 1t

"Many thanks for forwarding us the

proposed amendments. Without your
help, we would be unaware of the
amencments . " They were nokt even
told the amendments were coming
down!

AN HON, MEMBER:

(Trnaudible) .

MR. FENWTCK:

[.2521 May 31, 1988 Vol XL
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Yas !

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR, SIMMS:

nursing assistants
than  any  other

more
counctil

There are
un the
group.

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. FENWICK:

There are three nursing assistants
on the council.

MR. SIMMS:

More than any other group.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

Ancd  the Lthree nursing assisbants
on it are not even connected up
wii o h any  of the trade unions
involved, so they do not even talk
o them!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. FENWICK:

Racause they are appointed, nol by
the trade unions involved, which
would not have been a bad Addea,
but they were appointed by the
government Ffor their own political
reasons, rather than on the basis
of who is qualified.

MR. SIMMS:
Are they
assistants?

registeread nursing

MR. FENWICK:
Well, Ethey have to he, otherwise
they would not he on the council.

OF course they are.

R2521
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MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, what it d1s 1is an
example of how blind this
governmerit- is to the fact that
there are more interests -in this

Province than their corporate
friends! These trade unions,

these individuals, are very much
concerned witkh Lhe professional
standards of the people they
represent, because 1f khey are not
concerned with them, then there
Aaroe a whole bhunch of legal
implications which could hecome
involuaed hera.

What will happen dis individuals

will he appointed into this
particular profassion, these
appointed individuals will then go
o work, they w1l ocecur

hargaining unit positions, and if
they end up wikh a problem and are
getling sued bhy a patient because
of some problem, the union itself,
for a large part, will foot the
bill to defend Lhem. So they have
a vested dinterest 1in making sure
we have the best possible nursing
assistants 1in the entire world.
That 1is the kind of thing they
want to do. .

AN HON. MEMBER:
No way, wrong,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, FENWICK:
I will give the Page a copy.

MR. DINN:
You should be speaking on behalf
of Lhe people of Menihek, noit NAPE
or CUPE.

MR. FENWICK:

Woule you being 4t back? L only
have one copy. Make a couple of
coples fFor the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
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Order, please!

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, I think it is
indicative of a lokt more than just
the fact we are looking at these
employers and allowing them
considerably wider lecway than
they had before in determining the
people who look after the sick in
our Province.

What it c¢learly shows d¢ a bias
towards looking at a council which
is unrepresentative of the people
who work in a particular industry,
and s omnch more represenktabive of
the people who manage the
industry, whose objectives, Mr .
Speaker, must be different than -
what,  happened to the rule where
you are not suppose to wal k
hetween a person who is speaking
and the Speaker?

MR. DINN:

They are not observant over
there. They never read a book on
what is supposed to go on here.

MR. FENWICK:

Mr . Speaker, it is clearly
important the people who @re
involved in the profession bhe
consulted wikh the agency of their
choice. I would say to you, since
collecltive bargaining has been in
existence for about the last
sixltesn or eighbteen years, Lhe
Canadian Union of Public Employees
spaeaks as  legitimately for [
nursing assistants as does any
nursing council which has a whole
bunch of employers on it; that the
Newifoundland Association of Public
Employees, which has 16,000
waembhers -in this Province, of which
perhaps 5,000 are health care
workers of . some sort  of  obher,
legitimately speaks For the
pursing assistants as well.

It dis, in my opinion, absolutely
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urnconscionable the government
would sit there and say they did
not even bother to consult them
and ask  them whether this
particular piece of legislation
Wi s For the beltterment of 1Lhe
profession or uhet her it was
actually For the betterment of the
employers who are operating in the
health Field today.

So, Mr. Speaker, { do not like the
legislation. I intend to wvote
against the particular bill. I am
hoping we can have an opportunity
to modify it substantially in
comnittee stage, 1if 1t does go
through, because T think it ds a
poor example of what we should be
doing.

The increase in  the number of
people on the board or at least
the change in  the nunber  From
fifteen to up to fifteen idis of
really no major consequancaes., Tt
is something that we have no
objection Lo,

Bult: c¢learly bthe other pieces of
it, where we say that the nursing
asgsistant s defined as whoaver a
registered nursing assistant is,
and take oul. of dli the definilion
of what exactly a nursing
assistant ds, who -s¢ the primary
health care giver on the line,
supervised by the meclical
professionals behind them, when we
do that, what are we then defining
& nursing assistant as? We are
defining a nursing assisktant as
god knows what. As a result, we
will end up with all kinds of
abuses which could creep 1into the
system.

Mr. Speaker, could you give wme an
indication of how much time I have
left, because T aimm notk sure
exactly.

MR. SPEAKER:

.2523 May 31, 1988 Yol XL

Five minutes.

MR. FENWICK:
So, Mr. Speaker, just to try and
summarize the complaints, first is

the process. T 1:hAnk Lhe
government, if they have a
commii bment: Lo consulting in

society, as they did with the
private Lracining school
legislation, then they also have
an obligation ko consult with
other sectors of society,
including the trade union movement
which has a legitimate function in

Chis Province, Quen if the
government over there does not
believe ik, That consultation

should have been done. They
should have known the legislation
was coming down. They should have
been quibe aware ik was going to
significantly affect a very large
proportion of their memnbership.

Secondly, Mr . Speaker, e are
arguing a professional nursing
assistant ig a professional
hursing assistant is &
professional nursing assistant and
is not a nurse who flunked out of
her course; is nok  some other
student nurse who should bhe stuck
in there because bthey have some
staffing problems and they are
going to alleviate Chen bthai way,;
is not the wife, daughter, son,
uncle or cousin of a nursing home
owner, who is 1looking for a job
from them and is, therefore, going
to be defined- as a nursing
assiskant by the Jloose standards
which may he applied.

All of the legitimate arguments
For nursing assistants who are not
registered were taken care of hy
Lhe grandfakher clause that dis in
the legislation today and provided
For certification For those who
are working in the profession for
a long period of lime. We do not
need to loosen up the definition

No. 4 R2523

[



s WL K it ' s 9 b i 8 i o = b et o Al e

We do not need a situation
abuse can creep into the

of it.
where
system,

And finally, Mr. Speaker, 1t 1is,
in my opinion, unconscionable that
a professional body regulating
nursing assistants should have
such miniscule representation from
that profession. Three out of
fifteen or up to fifteen 1is not
enough. Clearly the medical board
would not accept that for doctors
and clearly the Association of
Registered Nurses would not accept
that for registerad nurses. Ty
opinion, there isg no reason
nursing assistants  should accept
Lhat fFor their regislration.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville.

member For

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr, Speaker.

I have a number of comments in
relation to this bhill. There are
a number of concerns that the hon.
membier For Port de Grave (Mr .
Efford), the opposition

spokesparson For health has
brought forward concerning Lhe

training of nursing assistants and
also the courses to be offered.

MR. STMMS:
Those are more sensible.

MR, K. AYLWARD:

When it comes to the registration
of nursing assistants, My .
Speaker, T-have had an experience
with this. The Nursing Assistants
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Council to me, in my experience
dealing with them on behalf of
some people who have wrote me and
asked wme to get in contact with
me, seemed to be a vary
professional organization. Now,
that is my impression of what they
are., As a matter of fact, Lhe
person I was trying to see whether
or not khaey had the criteria to be
a professional nursing assistant
had Lo qo Ehrough a strict
procedure and had to submit their
qualifications and experience.

As T sew it right now, or as I

have seen it in the past, Lthere
Ao s brong reguirements fFor
nursing assistants before you can
gel cerbified. That: has been the

case, I think, 1in the past and I
woule hope that that would be the
case 1in bthe future.

about this is, M~
bringing in L e
amendment, as brought forward by
the winister, as the wmember For
Port de Grave pointed out, we want
to make sure that training and the
criteria for being a professional
nursing assistant are met.

The thing
Speaker, when

The difference in the amendment as
to the previous act, at First
glance, does not appear to be as
wide as Fhe hon, menber For
Menihek (Mr. Fenwick) paints it to
ba, whatever that s, bubt we will

have a look at seeing what
implicabions it has. At first

glance it appears that it does
not, bhul we will have a Took at -t
and SR whether or not Lhat
concern is a valid one or not.

As T was saying, Mr. Speaker, the
past systowm, Fron what I have seen
of dit, means a person who wants to
meael the critoria could Took at

the criteria and getl their
qualifications submibtted and has

to go through a rather strict
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procedure to make sure he meets
Lhe criteria in order to be a
nursing assistant. I think that
should bhe a requiremenl especially
with future Jegislation and with
the council.

I, Mr. Spaeakaer, the governmnent
W & not in contact with all
parties involuved, Lthen thal is a
shame that all the people involued
waere nolt contacted, if that were
the case. Maybhe that 1s not the
case, T do not know, hut T am sure
that the minister will respond to
that when he rises.

T have a concern also, Mr,
Speaker, when it comes to the
courses offered. We, out on the

West Coast of the Province over a
number of years ago, I believe,
there was a course at Western
Mamorial, but then that was golthten
rid of and for some while there
was no  course, bhubt there was a
great demand for nursing
assistants. The Western Community
College 1in Stephenville, the Bay
5L, George campus has been btrying
to put together a programme for
nursing assistants because of the
demand that has been registered by
the sanior citizaens home in
Stephenville Crossing and otbther
heal kh care institulions around
the West Coast.

We are very concerned about the
fFunding For such a programme, and
that this programme should be
brought in in okher areas of the
Province, because there is a need
and where that need is seen, it
should be addressed.

There 1s a lot of pressure within
hospiktals now on nurses who are
performing work that 1s normally
carried oub by nursing assistants
hecause of gither a lack of
qualified people or a lack of
funding. So that 1s a problem
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that has to be addressed.

There should bhe more courses
offered to nursing assistants For
areas where there is a demand for
1 hen . As T have said, they are
attempting Lo put together &
course. Last yvear, when bthey werae
getting ready to lbring dn the
course in September - T believe it
is now running - there was a great

demand fFrom the Bay St
George/Port au Port area, from
people from all over the West
Coast, who were wanting to get
into the progranmme, There were

only about twenty or thirty
spaces, I believe, and there was a
great number of applications to
get into Lthe programme. S0 there
is a definite need to get people
trained, because bthe dnstitutions
require nursing assistants to help
wi th the health Care of the
Province, to help the nurses who
are under a great deal of strain.

The other concern we have Jgoas
back to the change in legislation,
in the requirements for people who
want Lo be nursing assistants.
That change appears, atk fFirst
glance, to require that a person
has Lo complete @& programne of
education for registered nursing
assistants, or its equivalenl, as
determined by the Council. That
would “appear to address concerns
expressed by the hon. member for

Menihek . (+ has 1o be reviewed,
Mr. Speaker, and we will be doing
that . Our maliln concern 1s  that

people who are bhecoming nursing
assistants are doing the proper
courses, or have had the proper
Eraining, and are only allowed to
become nursing assistants 1in our
institukions 4Ff they have proper
accreditation. And H4if we want to
Jjust wipe out Lhe Nursing
Assistants Council, at the present
time we have Fo operate wibh the
criteria we have set up, and with
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the Council making those decisions.

Mr. Speaker, I hope the minister
will wilT ™ address the problem is
being brought forward S0 that
people who are going ko be taking
care of our sick and aged in these
institutions are Ffully qualified.
As I have said, from my previous
experience of helping some people
who have been trying to get their
accreditation, there seems to be a
strict c¢riteria which has to be
met. I would hope people will
again have to go through that
criteria so that they do nol slip

through the system. It d4s a
professional organization, As &

matter of fact, nursing assistants
in this Province perform vary,
very difficult worlk under
difficult  circumslbances and under
increased pressure.

MR. SIMMS:
(Tnaudible).

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you hon. House Leader,

The hon. House Leader recognizes
that I am making some good, wvalid
points, and I hope he will take
heed of what I am saying.

Mr . Speaker, when 1t comes Lo
nursing assistants in this
Province t+he work bthey do, again,
is very dimportant work. They work
in Landem with nurses din  this
Province Lo provide the health
care so  badly needed and thak
right  now, we are finding, 18
becoming increasingly difficult to
provide din our institutions for
many  reasons, dncluding  bhe  Jack
of funding and so on.

Mr ., Speaker, we have Lo make sure
that people who are going into the
nursing  assistanlts programme are
fully trained and are able to deal
wi.th the responsibilities of
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Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYILWARD:

Mr. Speaker, 1n summary, we hope
the minister will address those
concerns we have put forward in
relation ko getting people dnto
these dnstitutions who are fully
trained and  able Lo  carry  oul
Lhedir responsihilities

AN IHMON. MEMBER:
(Imaudible).

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Too bad, Mr. Speaker. They are
going to have to put up with my
voice. That 41s it. It is just
too had.

The thing 1is, this has to be
done . When the minister rises to
close the debate, I hope he will
address these concerns we have put
Forward.

It is very important, Mr .
Speaker, Our population is
aging. There 1s going to bhe an
increased demand for nursing

assistanks din  Lhis Province, and
il is going to become more
djwmportant  to  make sure that we

have people who are properly
trainaed, $0 we will begin
reviewing this amendment a little
closer Jnst 0 see whiat hae

intentions are.

T thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your
time and I adjourn the debale, as
T normally do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
on a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
membei for Fogo.
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MR. TULK:

The hon. gentleman for
Stephenville has just wmade another
tremendous speech. If hon.

menmbears mian b 10 know what Le
really putting him forward, he has
now decided, [ think, to take bthe
big leap of matrimony on July 29.
On  that basis, T Lhink we should
adjourn the House.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS.

To that point of order. In view
df  that significant event, T am
prepared to move that this House
adjourn now not wait until five
o'clock - adjourn now - in honour
of the hon. member's matrimonial
plans.

Now, I am not certain. As the
Minister of Fisheries said today,
he does not always take everything
that the member for Fogo says as
gospel. So, 1s that a fact? The
hon. member could confirm For me.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Yas.

MR. SIMMS:
Tk i a fact.

Mr. Spaaker, [ Ehink the Tleast we
should do is take note of that
fFact and we should, on behalf of
the House of Assembly, dnstruct
Your Honour, or ask Your Honour,
to wrile a letter to the groom and
Lo Lhe bride and wish Ehaemn notb
many happy returns, but many happy
days ahead,

DR. COLLINS:
T am  willing to  make  him o an
honourary nursing assistant.

MR. SIMMS:
Make a motion, all those in favour
and all that stuff. That was to
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the point of order,

MR. SPEAKER:
It is one minute to five o'clock.

MR. SIMMS.:

Is that Your Honour's response to
the point of order, it one minute
to five o'clock?

Okay, Your Honour. You are going
to write the letter, are you for
sure? We were serious about that,
Your Honour,

Before I move the adjournment, Mr.
Speaker, T would like ko just say
that normally I would indicate now
matters we will be dealing with
for the rest . of the week .
However, we . have not: quite
fFinalized our agenda for Friday.
So what 1 will do, in order to
give hon. members a bit of time,
i dndicate  that on  Thursday -
tomorrow s Private Member's Day,

of course - we will continue on
with Jegislation. Then, before
the Hotsa adjourns tomorrow
evening, I . should be in a

position, 1if Your Honour will give
me a chance, because there 1s not
normally an opportunity for me to
speak, to indicate what 1is on
Friday and what ‘s on next week.

All  hon. members will remember
that next Tuesday the House is
closed, too. I +think we have
already indicated that publicly.

I move that the House adjourn
until tomorrow, Wednesday, at 2:00
i p.m,

On molion, the House at its rising

adjourned untl tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 1, alt 2:00 p.m,
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Question #89 e i
MR. DECKER (STRAIT OF BELLE ISLE) - TO ASK THE HONOURABLE
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION TO LAY UPON THE TABLE OF THE HOUSE
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
(a) HOW MANY PEOPLE CURRENTLY WORK ON THE MINISTER'S STAFF?
(b) HOW MANY OF THESE PERSONS WERE APPOINTED BY ORDER IN
COUNCIL?
(c) LIST EACH TITLE AND SALARY APPLIED TO THAT TITLE.
(d) TABLE A JOB DESCRIPTION FOR EACH ORDER IN COUNCIL
(e) WERE ANY OF THESE JOBS ADVERTISED IN ORDER TO GIVE THE
UNEMPLOYED THE CHANCE OF APPLYING?
ANSWER
(a) Number of people presently working on Minister's staff - 3.
(b) Number of people appointed by Order in Council - 1.
(c) Minister's Secretary - $25,785.
Minister's Secretary - $23,543.
Executive Assistant - $36,356.
(d) See Attached.

(e)

No. Both secretaries are career Public Servants - 18 years +
and 13 years +, respectively. Executive Assistant appointed -
left the Federal Public Service to accept position.

-



SRS ——

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
SPECTAL ASSISTANT TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

Responds to requests from constituents and the general
public at large regarding government policy and
programs in the department and government in general.
Follows up on such requests and advises the Minister of
sensitive or important aspects of such requests.

Routinely prepares letters of congratulations to
recognize significant achievements of constituents.

Maintains close 1liaison with various community groups
in the Minister's district. Advises the Minister of
matters of concern, problems being experienced,
projects needing assistance, current 1ssues in the
district or the Province, matters that may come to
attention regarding the Department and any other
matters the Minister may require information for future
action by either the Minister or the Special Assistant.

Takes steps to maintain high district profile of the
Minister both in the district or provincial level.

Responds to requests for speaking engagements in the
district and from any group or organization anywhere.
Initiates speaking engagements for the Minister on
topical subjects from time to time.

Co-ordinates the preparation of notes for speaking
engagements.

Confirms and arranges meetings for Minister with
individuals requiring direct consultation while
researching subject matter for meeting and advising
possible course of action.

Arranges loglistical details of dinners, receptiomns,
etc. being hosted by the Minister in any location in
the world. Insures proper protocal for inviting
guests, insures any problems that may arise are acted
upon expeditiously.

Represents Minister on various interdepartmental
committees as requested.

Represents Minister upon request at speaking
engagements for which he is unavailable.

Msets delegations on behalf of Minister, takes
appropriate action in consultation with the Minister.



Regularly attends House of Assembly sittings. Prepares
and compiles notes for debates in the House of
Assembly. Co-ordinates preparation of replies to
questions on the Order Paper.

Maintains close 1liaison with Special Assistants to
other Ministers. Ensures requests from other
Ministers are dealt with expeditiously.

Becomes familiar with programs and policies of the
Department and the government at large affeating
constituents, the business community, and general
public at large.

Other duties which may arise or be assigned from time
to time.
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