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The House met at 3:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Mc¢Nicholas):
Order, please!

T am now preparced Lto rule on bthe
question of privilege raised by
the hon. the member For Fogo. To
reiterate the definition of ten
quotead in the House,
"Parliamentary privilege is the
sum of the peculiar rights anjoyed
by each House collectively and by
members individually, without
which they could not discharge
their Ffunctions. They are rights
which are absolutely necessary for
the due execution of its powers.
A genuine question of privilege is
a most serious matter, and ought
. rarely to come up in Parliament.'
Beauchesene, Fifth Edition, page
11,

I have read the transcript of the
interview during which Lthe words
to which the hon. the member for
Fogo takes exception were
uttered. As I understand 1it, the
hon. the member maintains that in
accusing the hon. +the Premier of
lying Mr . Craig Dobbin is
disparaging the institution of
Parliament and thereby violating
the privileges of all hon.
members . It seems Tto me that we
are dealing here with a difference
of opinion between the Premieir and
Mr . Dobbin, and I accept the word
of the hon. the Premier.

T think one must keep the context
in mind in asking whether tUthis s
a sufficiently grave or sarious
matter to support a charge of
breach of privilege. I do not
believe there is sufficient causal
connection between the comments of
Mr. Dobbin and the privilleges of
members of this House for me to
find there has been a prima facie
breach of them, While the
accusation of Mr. Dobbin may be
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intemperate, even distasteful, I
do not find under the
circumstances that a prima facile
case of breach of privilege has
been established.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

Before calling for statements hy
Ministaers, [ would like to welcome
to the gallery Mr., Graham Flight,
former member for Windsor
Buchans.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

1 would also like welcome
twenty-one level II students witkh
their teacher Ted Winter, from
Stella Marris High School,
Trepassey.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Statements by Ministers

The hon. the Minister of Mines.

MR. DINN: )
Mr. Speaker, I welcome yesterday's
announcement by the federal
government of a new programme for
Lhe mining and il and Gas
industries.

The programmne, to be known as the
Canadian Fxploration Incentive
Programme, will provide dincentives
of up to $3 million per year to
qualified companies who use
flow-through shares to Finance
grassroots mineral exploration and
oil and gas exploration. The
purpose of the progranne ds to
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ensure that an appropriate level
of support 1% maintained for
exploration activity as tax referm
changes take effecl.

The federal government estimates
that the prdgramme will deliver
more than $200 million a year to

junior mining exploration
companies and support more than
$12,000 person-years of

employment. Specific benefits to
the Province are currently being
assessed.

The programne will come into
effect January 1, 1989 for mineral
exploration. As a transitional

measure, the federal government
will extend the current 33 1/3 per
cent mining exploration depletion
allowance lo the end of khis
year, This will enable
exploration companies Lo conltinue
using the flow-through mechanism
in dlts present form and will give
the Province ample btime Lo assess
Lhe new programme.

Fnergy, Mines and Resources Canada
will open 5 regional offices to
administer the Canadian
Exploration Incentive Programme .
I am pleased +to see that St.
John's has been chosen as one of
these locations.

As a Province, we have seen a
doubling of exploration activity
over the past year, largely due to
flow-through shares. It has been

our concern that tax reform,
through its implications on
flow-through financing, waoauld
hamper exploration activity and

restrict the growth of a junior
mining sector in Newfoundland. We
Eherefore welcome this dinitiative
as a means of correcting any
imbalance bthat may otherwise he
created by tax reform. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMONS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Fortune -
Hermitage.

MR. SIMMONS:

Mr. Speaker, first of all I thank
the minister for letting me have
an advance copy of his statement.
Secondly, we on this side welcome
any dinitiative of either order of
government, whether provincial or
federal, which has the effect of
increasing economic activity, dn
this case mining exploration.

Having said thatk, Mr, Speaker, it
needs to be said, thirdly, that
the ministar has had a fair change
of heart, and hopefully of head,
since 13 April, when, on that
date, he dnformed +the Esbtimates

Committee "Thaere e nothing
actually happening with respect Lo
Flow-through dbselF on that

particular date the minister was
not even aware that the Minister
of Finance, Mr. Wilson, last June
had made some fairly devastating
changes, or had given notice of
some fairly detrimental changes to
the dindustry. But I understand
that certain events, dincluding the
gathering of the explorationists
at the Holiday Inn on April 14 or
15, helped focus the wminister's
mind, and that s always veary

useful.
Now, Mr . Speaker, this N e
programie, the Canadian

Exploration Incentive Programme, I
helieve will be welcomed by Lhe
industry. But what could have
hean done and what would have bheen
a lot more helpful, dis if the
Minister of Finance hed not
stopped tampering in the First
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place. Or more to the point, now
that it 1is May 1988, could T ask
the Minister of Mines (Mr. Dinn)
here 1in this Chamber to use his

considerable dinfluence with his
federal counterparths, and in
particular the Minister of
Finance, federally, and prevail

upon those people to extend the
current 33 1/3 mining exploration
depletion allowance for
Newfoundland not only to ©the and
of the present calendar year, but
to extend it dndefinitely? TL s
having a dramatic positive effect
N exploration levels in this
Province, anc if the federal
govermnent really wants to put its
money where its mouth is, wants *to
demonstrale ilts support of Lthe
Newfoundland mining dindustry, it
can do so by preserving untampered
the MEDA, the Mining Exploration
Depletion Allowance. I appeal to
the minister to see if he can use
his good offices to ensure that is
the case.

The federal government has
realized that it had some egqg on
its face with this proposed change
which would have had a detrimental
effect on exploration activity, or
its level, in this Province in
particular. It now has the egg
parktly wiped off lits face. Tt has
it's mind concentrated, as has the
minisker, and poerhaps now we CAan
appeal as a House, and certainly,
T say to the minister, ask him Lo
appeal, to the federal government
to extend MEDA indefinitely bto the
good of Lhe Newfoundland
induslry. I have for thalk the
support of my friend, colleague,
and cousin from Grand Falls (Mr.
Simms), so -I am sure I will have
no difficulty convincing the
minister. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Menihek,

MR. FENWICK:

Mr. Speaker, we are actually quite
pleased to see the announcement.
The Flow-Lhrough share in the 33
1/3 per cent depletion allowance
is normally  the kind of  thing
that, both federally and
provincially, we as a party are
not particularly enarmoured with,
especially when bthey are used to
huild condominiums in 7Toronto, or
For Financing takeovers, which is
generally where the tax breaks
have gone in the past.

The flow-through share, though,
was one the few tax breaks that
actually diverted money From the
center of the country out to the
regions. By definition, you
cannot explare for gold in
downtown Toronto, although maybe
people do. I do not know. But
this did bring a lot of
exploration money to Northern
Ontario, to places 1like Northern
Saskatchewan, and to our Province,
obviously, and on that basis we
were strong supporters of  this
particular Hinitiative.

However, as a general principle I
believe that the grant system 1s &
hatter one. J  bhelieve in the
words of Allan Blakeney, who is
Fhe Former Premier of Saskatchewan
and the former lLeader of the
offFicial Opposition, who sald,
"Never give away your Lax base.
Tf you are going to give a break
to a company, give it to them as a
grant so they know which hand is
feeding them, and they know when
it can be brought back." Sa, on
this basis, going from a tax break
into a grant system, on general
principle I think that dis the best
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way to do 1it, because then the
companics will know where Lhe
money 1s coming from.

So, on this basis, Mr. Speaker, we
are quite pleased Lo see this
initiative and we hope something
can be worked out which will
achieve the same thing as the
flow~-through share, but in a
manner that 4t is very clear where
the benefit s coming from, from
the government itself and from the
people of the provinces.

MR, BUTT:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Recreation and Youth.

MR. BUTT:

Mr. Speaker, T would like to make
just a brief statement to clarify
a misunderstanding yeslhaerday
hetween me and a reporter, Mr,
Murphy . When T was coming bto the
Legislature yesterday, I was asked
for an update on rabies on the
Northern Peninsula. It was done

rather hurriedly. One official
told me that, in fact, yes, three
more teskts had come -in, T, quite

innocently, took that to mean that
three more cases had come 1in that
were positive, in other words,
that the foxes were rabid.

In fact, that was not the case at
all, Mr. Speaker. Subsequent to
that, I have talked to Lhe
reporter, Mr. Murphy, apologized
to him, and now wish to put the
record straight for the public
here in the Legislature.

While T am on my feet, for Jjust
thirty seconds, 1 want to give all
hon. members just a brief updale
as to what  has happened with
rabies on the Northern Peninsula.
We have collected to date
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eighty-one foxes, two cats, a dog
and a rat, all of which have been
sent away and tested. Only the
initial three, in the Roddickton
area, tested positive: the one
that broke into the dog shed, that
tested positive, the one which was
Found on the dump tested positive,
and the one that was in Bide Arm
tested positive. They are Lthe
only three cases to date. We have
the results of fForty back so, in
other words, thirty-seven have
come back negative. We just have
the original three. The other
tests will come back; we will get
three or four more tomorrow, and
Five or six more the next day, and
so on. But to date it is juslk the
initial three. We have had arctic
foxes and coloured foxes tested.
The arctic Foxes all bested
negatively - thirteen taken,
Lhirteen tested, thirteen negabive.

I hope Ehat sels t e record
straight on that, Since 1 have
done it privately to Mr. Murphy,
who reported the story accurately,
T now apologize o Lhe genbtleman
here 1in the Legislature. Thank
yoiu, Mr. Speaker.

MR. HTSCOCK:

Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER: -
The hon. the mmember for Eagle
River,

MR. HISCOCK:

We Lhank the Minister of
Agriculture for his clarifying
statement, for his apology and for
his honesty. It only goes to show

that he should not mak e any
statements unless his press

secretary checks them.

I would say to Lhe minister,
though, that when he is "bringing
matters of c¢larification into the
House it would bhe good Lo have it
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in print to give to members of the
House. But he did do two things.
We do thank the minister and we
hope to have a further update
which will show that rabies 1in
this Province has been eradicated
once and for all. Thank you.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Mr . Speaker, if I might, Just
further.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Conception
Bay Soulh.

MR. BUTT:
Just a matter of Fifteen or twenty

minutes ago it came to my
attention, when I was coming to
the House. I did dinform haon.

members, parbticularly the member
wha represents the area of the
Strait of Relle Isle (Mr .
Decker). I also informed the
Leader of the Opposition.
Unfortunately, my c¢ritic on the
other side, the member for Eagle
River, was not in the House at the
time. Only for that, I obviously
would have told him what I was
about to do. And my hon.
socialists friends were not here,
as well.

MR. FENWTCK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

T am just trying to figure out
what. T am more upsebt wilh, being
called a Socialist or a friend of
the minister's.

Mr. Speaker, T think this s a red
letter day . If I recall
correctly, bthe minister has said
that he was wrong and he has given
an apology to the CBC. I have
been din this House three and a
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half years and this dis the first
time I have ever heard 1it. il
think we should frame it and send
it over to the Corporation.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The . hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricultural and Northern
Development. .

MR. POWER:

Mr. Speaker, today T would like to
provide hon. members with a report
on the activibties of the Farm
Development lLoan Board for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 1988,

The pask fiscal year has bheen one
of rapid increase in lending
activity by the Board as reflected
in the value of loans dincreasing
by #42 per c¢ent over fiscal year
1986/87 or from $1.9 million to
$2.8 million.

Mr. Speaker, the most significant
increase during the past year was
evident in the demand For
operating capital and for the
purchase of farm equipment. There
was also a marked dincrease 1in the
demand For Jloans ko purchase dairy
cows. The increase of activity 1in
these areas ds obuiously a direct
result of the dimplementation of
the Canada/Newfoundland subsidiary
agreemant on a livestock fead
ind liative program,

Total dishursement for the year
totalled $2.6 milldion and
outstanding Jloan commitments &t
March 31, 1988 was $400,000, The
total capital operating budget of
the Board for the vear was $3
million.
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Mr. Speaker, revenue collected for
Fiscal year 1987/88 has also
increased over 1986/87. Revenue
collected From farm clients during
the year amounted to $1.5 million,
compared with $900,000 collectad

during the previous year. The
Toan porttolio of tLhe Farm

Development Loan Board as of March
31, 1988 was approximately $6.3
million.

Mr . Speaker, agriculture in
Newfoundland and Labradoer is still
in the developmental stages with a
Lremendous amount of potential for
future development and expansion.
The recent provincial budget
allocated $3 million for the Farm
Development Loan Roard, in
addition to the $750,000 made
available for the special Drought
Assistance Programme.

Mr . Speaker, it is mos t
encouraging to sae such an

increase din  lending activity by
the Farm Development lLoan Board
and this government will continue
to  encourage and assist  furthaer
development in this very important
seckor of our economy.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELLAND:
M. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Naskaupi.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I thank the minister for a copy of
his statement. Just looking
through it, he talks about the
value of 1loans having dincreased
some 42 per cent over the previous
fiscal year. I would have liked
Lo have seen something which would
have indicated some numbers of
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loans that were approved. It is
another statistic, and 4t wmight
give an indication of the level of
incraeasing interest.
Nevertheless, the figures
presented se@m to indicate an
increase in the level of interest
in the agricultural sector of our
@conomy . I think it ds dimportant
that Lhose involued in the
industry are striving to bring the
Province closer towards
self-sufficiency in the supply of
agricultural products. I  think
that is a good thing.

I also helieve that the government

may have missed @ ideal
opportunity. If their objective
is to increase production in

agricultural areas, I would have
thought that they had at Tleast
another $156 to $20 million
available bto them, which they put
into Newfoundland Enviroponics
which 45 not a proven project by
any means, it is still very
axperdimental. They may have done
hetter and served Lthe Province a
(ol better, had they directed the
extra millions of dollars into
worthwhile and proven agricultural
projects, such as indicated here;
the acquisiltion of lbelbter farm
equipment and the acquisition of
more dairy animals and things of
that nature.

To me, when you spend public money
and your objective s to dncrease
our level of self--sufficiency, you
should consider doing Lhat in

proven, worthwhile projects as
opposed to something such as

Newfoundland Enviroponics, which
has no  proven uiability in the
marketplace.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Menihek.,

MR. FENWICK:
Mr . Speaker, just a

couple of
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comments. Since we are talking in
this Ministerial Statement about
providing assistance to aur
agricultural industry by way of
guaranteed loans and by way of
helping to finance the operation,
I think the one comment that is
appropriate at this time is to ask
the minister what has happened to
our agricultural agreement. As
the Premier mentioned several days
ago - or was it yesterday? - we
are the only province in Canada
that does not have an agricultural

agreamant . And, quite frankly,
Mr. Speaker, given the dimensions
of the one that is heing

negotiated, which T understand -is
in the nature of $8 million over
five vyears, T think the comments
of the people in the agricultural
industry should be heard, who have
c¢laimed that this dis much too
Tittle an amount ko be putiing
into it, and that they would hope
for an agricultural agreement with
much more generous funding.

As I think the minister has said,

as Lhe Premier has sald, as
everyhody has said, we are
interested in developing an
agricultural industry in this

Province; and c¢learly a project
that spends $8 million over five
yaears in an agricultural agreement
which becomes, quite frankly, less
than we put in one shot dnto one
project here 1in St. John's, the
greenhouse project, indicates, T
think, that we have our priorities
somewhalt askew and, quite Frankly,
we should be dinterested in putting
a lobk more money into programnes
like this. I am curious to hear,
sihen the pinisker does get  {the
agricultural agreement going,
becausa any agreemenkt 1is certainly
going to bhe better than what we

have had For the last Four or Five

years, which has been none.

1.1502 May 4, 1988 Vol XL

Oral Questions

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition,

lLeader of the

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, in Lhe last couple of
days there have been a number of
stories in various RIS med-ia
about what 1s happening with the
Hibernia project. That s a
matter, as everybody will be
aware, of great concern Lo most
people 1in the Province. While T
realize that wae cannot ask the
Premier or anyhody else to
negokiate dn public, nevertheless
there are certain matters that are
of  fundamenta’l TONGern, matters
that have been addressed before.
S0 I ask the Premier -+if he would
how confirm for the House that the
principles that have bheen agreed
upon by the parties concerned
contemplate the construction
within Newfoundland of both the
gravity basead syskem and the
module support system, and as many
of the modules as can  he bhe
constructed within the Province?

PREMIER PECKFOQORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIFR PECKFORD:

Well, My, Speakar, whi Tst the
Leader of Lthe Opposition says in
heis preamblea that yaou cannot
negotiate in public. What he goes
on  to ask means that dis what I
would he doing. Because Lhe
leader of the OQpposibion  knows
that we already have an agreemenk
wikh  the companies and  federal
government to huild the gravity
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based structure for the Hibernia
project. That has bean agreed on
and Ltherefore it d1s not part of
the negoltialkions. A1l additional
industrial benefits form part of
the negobkiating process thal we
are MW involved in. So,
Lherefore, ko say anything beyond
that would not be appropriate at
this kime.

Obviously from our point of view
we are trying to maximize bheyond
the gravity based structure as
much as we can, and as many

industrial henefits to the
Province as we can. That, of

course, at this point in time is
still & matter under negotiation
with the federal government and
with the companies. I was really
astounded in the Tlast month, as I
travelled around the Province, at
the number of people who came up
to me and, hearing the rumours
about Hibernia and so on, said,
"Are we going to get the gravity
based structure if Hibarnia goes
ahead?! And, of course, I guess
there has bheen some time go by and
some frustration go by as well on
behalf of everybody, bhut I would
just like to clearly state that we
won that batile a number of years
“go .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMTER PECKFORD:
If Hibernia goes ahead it will be
a gravity based skructure and -t
will be built at Come By Chance.
The Come By Chance site has bean
chosen for that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

To just answer the Leader of the
Opposition again, AG succinctly
and as detailed as I can, there
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are a whole range, as the Leader
of the OQpposition well knows and
understands, of other dindustrial
benefits. He has mentioned one,
the main support frame, or the
module support frame, bLhe modules
themselves, the structures
themselues and Lhe engineering,
but there 1is a whole range of
other spin-off activities that
could take place anywhere 1in the
Province fFrom Port aux Basques to
Marystown or wherever, ALL  of
those are under negotiation
between the two governments and
the companies at this point in
time, and have not been finalized.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition.

Leader of the

Mr . Speaker, in the Estimates
Commitltee vesterday, T believe the
hon. the Premier mentioned 7%,000
man-years of work dnvolved in the

project. Is that the total
man--years that will be dnvoluved in
the whole of Canada in the
construclion and operation, or i«
that the man-years that is

contemplabtaed for the NewfFoundland
component of -it?

PREMIER PECKFORD:
That was 75,000 person years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
And he dis twenty years behind the
time .

PREMIER PECKFORD:
And euery person din his lifetime -

MR. SIMMONS:
His or her?
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PREMIER PECKFORD:
- plays many parts,

MR. TULK:
His or her lifetime. Not  his
lifetime.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

That is what we predict, 75,000
person-years for what we now know
we have as it relates to a gravity
hase structure, We are now trying

to increase that amount in
negotiations for additional
industrial henef its of the

Province.

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. WELLS:

What T asked the Premier to makae
clear Was . Was that For
NewFoundland alone or For 1he
whole of Canada?

PREMIER PECKFORD:

When I say 75,000 person-years, I
am so parochial that it always
implies just Newfoundland.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. t+he member for Menehik.

MR. FENWTCK:
My question ds to the Minister

Responsible for NewfFoundland
Hydro, the Finance Minister (Mr.
Windsor) . Tt has to do with a

statement in the annual report of
NewFotndLand and Labrador Hydro.
The statement ds on page 18, and
it reads, "These Favourahle
changes resulted in Hydro earning
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in excess of 1its approved rate of
return on dts sales Lo retail
customers.' And then it goes on
to explain that there will be &
rehate in the first couple of
months in 1988,

My question to the Minister is:
Does this mean that the rates that
have bheen established for Hydro
are now  so high that it is
actually breaking the law when it
receives the level of revenue that
it is getting?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

T thank the hon. gentleman for
asking wme that quaestion, He may
recall about two  weeks ago I
infFormed  the House that din fact
Hydro had earned more money than
they waere entitled to under the
Public Utilities Roard
regulations, which regulate Lhe
rates that they must charge and
the amount of reburn that Lhey can
on their dinvestment.

I have to say that T was wrong in
what I said to the House, because
T informed the House that Hydro
has earned some $1.3 million in
excess and that amount would be

returned to consumers through
Newfoundland Light and Power. I
was wrong in that statement. It
is actually $1.6 million, M,
Speaker, not $1.3 million. Here

it “says  $1.7 which will be
returned. We are not breaking the
Jam, Thase are through variances
and various things such as
interest rates, the same things
that reflected very positively on
the Province's Dbudget For last
year and gave us G ome very
positive variances and decreased
the projected deficit from that
which was predicbed last year. So
it is not a matter of breaking the
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law but simply a matter of earning
more than had been anticipated
and, quite properly, 1t shall be
returned to the consumers of the
Province .

MR. FENWICK:
Mr. Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplemantary, the  hon, the
meinber For Menihek.

MR. FENWICK:

As the minister indicates, there
are a number of factors causing
that, one of which 1is lower
interest rates, exchange rates
changing with the Canadian dollar
getting stronger, and also wilh
the price of o0il going down. My
question to the minister is this:
Given that +the circumstances Jlast
year were Lhe most extreme we have
ever had 1n terms of o0il fired
generation - in other words, 43
per cent of our electricity comes
from that - and that that -is not
likely to c¢ontinue, would not the
minister acknowledge that it is
quite Jikely that the @xcess
profits for Hydro this year, if we
get any decent rainfall, are
lTikely to bhe considerably higher
than that as  we decrease the
amonnt of oil that we use and raely
on our hydro generation? In other
words, would the mwinister agraee
that we are Jikely to see even
greater excoess earnings bthis year
by Hydro than we had Jast vyear,
given that the same factors that
did it last year are getting even
more Favourable ko us this year?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Not necessarily, Mr. Speaker. Tf
the hon. gentleman would also
recall the statement that T made
to the House, informed +the House
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that because of same positive
variances we have nokt sought a
rate dncrease this year, aguan
though, obviously costs Lo Hydro
are increasing, salaries and other
jitems are increasing ko Hydro, but
because of positive variances we
hacl Mot applied For a ralke
increase and we do not dintend Lo
apply for one this year either,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. FENWICK:
A Final supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

A final supplementary.

MR. FENWICK:

Given that Hydro's operations, not
CFLCo's but Hydro's, are alb a
record level, that profits are
double what they were two years
ago, would not the minister ask
Hydro to look at dts projections
now and see if a rate decrease can
be put dnto effect now, which
obuviously wi T be Lransmitted
through Newfoundland Light and
Power to the average  consumer?
Will not the minister commit
himself to seeing 1f the consumers
of this Province can gel a
reasonable break, given Lthabt in
all probability they are going to
have Lo return the money a yeanr
from now anyway?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minidster of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, I have already done
that . As T  have dindicated, we
earned some $1.7 million surplus
last year that will be returned to
consumers, and 1 have already
indicated to the House that that
should be reflected in power bills
in the month of July, I think,
through the retailer, which is
Newfoundland Light and Power, and
that these factors are consideread
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in the rates that we are applying
for next year, which is the sane
rate. We may well have a small
surplus, we may not. We may have a
small deficit. BRecause of our
equalication programne announced
three years ago, wherebhy we can

spread any variances ovear @
three-year period, thereby

eliminating the need for the cost
of fuel adjustment, which was a
very positive move, Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of this government, we

can malke those kinds ot
adjustments over a three-year

period and, therefore, any surplus
will indeed he returned.

MR. STMMONS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember for Fortuna
Haermitage.

MR. STIMMONS :

[ have a question For {the Minister
of Forestry. It relates to the
report which he made public &
couple of days ago. It is curious
that Ethe House was not apprised
first of that particular report.

I am sure you will agree, Mr,
Speaker, we have seen lesser
issues dealt with by Ministerial
Statements . But - that aside, 1
want to ask the minister: In view
of the findings, which dindicate
that just about one-fifth of the
birds involuved would bhe adversely
affected with potentially lite
threatening implications, of the
1987 monitoring programnea on
fenitrothion, would the minister
indicate whether the results of
this report din any way alter the
composition of the department's
1988 spray programme?

MR. SPEAKER:
Thae hon. the Minidister of Forest
Resources.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, T want to thank the
hon. gentleman for his question,
Tt dis certainly & wvery important
question for the Department of
Forestry. T guess Lhe bottom line
of the whole report that was
released shows that the findings
of the two studies we have done in
the past two years on the affect
on songbirds from fenitrothion

spray programmes are
inconclusive. The report finds
there were potentially  life
threatening circumstances in 17
par cent of Lhe songbirds
collected after the spray

programme, Mr. Speaker.

The actual facts of the matter are

there Were no actual dead
songbirds found in the spray areas
Fhat were Jlooked al. T guess Lhe

most important thing, Mr. Speaker,
ig that the only birds they could
find to do laboratory experiments
on were birds that were shobt with
410 shotguns, and in these birds
they did find there were some
stress factors, Mr. Speaker. And
T would dimagine that +f I were
shot at with a 410 shotgun they
would Ffind some stress Ffactors in
my brain also, Mr. Speaker.

Not to diminish the effects on
songbirds, Mr . Speaker, it 1is
important to note that the
department this year has increased
by a little more than 100 per cent
its plans ko use BL spray in the
control of hemlock looper din this
Province. We have gone from less
than 11 per cent up to 25 per cent
with the BE spray programme this

year. We had an experimental
programme last year using
different formulations of Rt

spray. And we found good results
with Diapel 176, which 1is a very
potent Bt Formula not regiskered
in Canada to date, M-, Speaker,
and  that was & well -corntrolled,
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scientific, experimental
programme . What we intend to do
this vear, Mr. Speaker, 1is use
these findings under a
well-controlled programme and try
to translate them into & regular
commerical  spray  programie. We
have committed ourselves to using
Bt for up to 25 per cenk of our
sSpray programme this year, Mr .
Speaker.

MR. STMMONS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Fortune
Hermitage.

MR. STMMONS:

If the minister were a medical
practitioner he would diagnose the
patient's problem by way of an
avbopsy, it seems.

The report is quite conclusive in

one respect, I say to Ehe
minister, that where there was
double swathing or a second

spraying the birds did not
recover, Now, what do vyou have to
have, dead birds before he is
convinced? While bhis studies way
be conclusive the twenty years of
research in New Brunswick are very
conclusive on this particular
po.int.

MR. STMMS:

They do not have a hemlock Jooper

in New Brunswick. Nid  you  know
Lhat?
MR. STMMON

g3
Nor the wminister.

Mr.  Speaker, in light of those
findings, I ask the minister why
does he and his departiment not
elect to go completely with Bt?
They are going somewhat in that
direction, but why do they not go
with a Bt spray, which +is found to
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be much more effective without the
kinds of side effects we are
talking about +in bhis report?

SOME_HON., MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources,

MR. R. AYLWARD: .
Mr. Speakar, it s interesting to
see that the official Opposition
has  aligned Lhemselves with the
Socialists in this House of
Assembly to play Russian roulette,
Mr. Speaker, with the lives of
thousands of people involved in
the forest industry of this
Province, s

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, one quote from the
study reads, 'Blocks that had the
highest amount of fenitrothion
deposit on foliage samples did not
yield songhirds with the highest

CHE depressanks, Mr. Speaaker,
which shows that the studies done
are not conclusive. That i¢ all

we are saying, Mr., Speaker. There
are 17 per coent. of the songbirds
collected that showed a potential
Tife-threatening stituation. None
of them died, bhut there was @
potential TiFe-threatening
situation., That ds what the study
shows, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
it ds dnteresting to note that
from the birds they studied Uthe
second spray showed a less effect
on  songbirds than did one spray.
Again, Mr. Speaker, this shows
that the studies are inconclusive,

Our department has allotted monies
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Lhis vyear again to continue wilh
the studies with our fenitrothion
spray programe., Wa have also
increased by over 100 percent our
wse of BE in this Province, Mr.
Speaker, but we are not willing to
play Russian roulette with  the

lives of thousands of
NewfFoundlanders who depend upon
the forests. Mr. Speaker, the
budworm infestation we had a

couple of years ago has had very
serious consequences, and we -have
five to seven years to salvage
budworm infested wood. Rut with
the hemlock looper infestation we
have two  years to salvage Lthe
wood . We cannot play Russian
roulette with the lives of the
Lhousands of Newfoundlanders who
depend upon the forests of Gthis
Province for a livehood.

Thank you, Mr. Spaakaer,

MR. GILBERT:
My . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burgeo -
Bay d'Espoir.

MR, GTLBERT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a gquestion for the
Premier. I am sure that the

Premier 1s aware that in the
estimates for this year there s
the figure of $10 million being
spent to operate the intra-island
ferries, the intra-Province
ferries, 1 suppose.

I am sure the Premier +is also
aware that 1n 1977 the British
Columbia govermnent negotiated a
deal with the federal government

whereby B.C. wonld assume
responsibility for the operation
of Tlike ferriaes in Aritish

Columbia but there was a prouvision
in that agreement that the Federal
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govaernment would pay an  annual
rent, an annual fee to British
Columbia For Lhe operakion  of
these ferries forever.

Now why, two years later, did his
govaermnent negotiate a Five year
deal with the federal government
For the operation of the ferries?

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Mr. Speaker, T would have get the
details of the agreement between
the federal government and the
British Columbia government to see
whether in  Fack the allegation
that we are looking at 'apples and
apples' is really valid,

MR. GILBERT:
Mr. Speaker, a supplementary.

MR. SPFAKER:
n supplamantary, bhe haor . the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

The figures that T gobt show that
we are looking at ‘'apples and
apples', Mr. Premier, «and T wish
you would, get the details on
Rritish Columbia. Your governmeant
negotiated in 1985 for a one year
agreement:, and Ehen in 1986
another one year agreement to
operate the ferries, at a time
when the federal Minister of
Transportation was our
representative in the Cabinet,
(Mr. Croshie). Why, then, did we
not negotiate a deal similar to
Lhe one that they have in British
Columbia?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

Mr. Speaker, as I said, T will get
Fhe dnformation and Tet the hon.
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memher know later how I feel about
the two different agreements.

MR. GILBERT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: .
A final supplewmentary the hon. the
member for Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir.

MR. GILBERT:

Mr. Speaker, I think the Premioer
should, because it seems right now
from what we hear bthat thaey are
cutting back the ferry service in

NewFoundland, 50 there ngst he .

reasons for it You are going to
do it, are you?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMLER PECKFORD:

Oh, vyes. I am going to ‘do it.
Yas, Mr. Speaker, T am going ko do
it .

Yesterday Lhe hon. memher For
Menihek (Mr. Fenwick), asked me a
question aboul free trade, where
he went through a little list here
showing only 400 or 500 new jobs
going to be created. Today in
Answers to Questions For which
Notice has been Given, I am going
to tell the hon. member Lthat he
Jeft out 2,517 service jobs that
are going to be created within the
free trade. T got the information
for the hon. member today because
T promised him so yesterday.

MR. GILRERT:
T am surprised yon do  not know

ahout the B.C. agreemant, The
Federal chuidl sarvants are

laughing at us,
MR. STMMS:

You should not be yelling across
the House.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
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1 tabled some tnformation
yesterday as a result of questions
the day bhefore.

And I am not going to discriminate
against any hon. member opposite,
Mr. Speaker. I think Jjust as much
of the wmember for Burgeoe - Bay
d'Espoir as I do for the member
for Port de Grave, just as much.
You both can sit at the same table
and have the S ANE amount of
porridge.

MR. SIMMS:
In other words, the answer is yes.

Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Port de
Grave,

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I do like porridge, too, so I tell
the hon. Premier, I do like dt.
I have it e@uery morning for
breakfast, but I am very
particular about Lthe company I
keep when eating that porridge.

Mr. Speaker, my question is to the
Minister of Health (Dr. Collins).
For the last number of years we
have been quike concerned about
the proposed c¢linic at Come By
Chance. We had expactead, M
Speaker, 1n recent weeks to get
sone  annoupncement  on  the c¢linic
and  where the matter presently
stands .,

T wonld like to ask the Minister
of Health what are his intentions
or Lhe intentions ofF his
department on the clinic at Come
Ry Chanca? Ts it going Lo he a
twenty—-four hour a day clinic?
Are Lhere going Lo he any
additional services put din that
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particular clinic?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

DR. COILLINS:

Mr. Speaker, T am not quite sure I
got all the words the hon. wmember
said, so if I do not answer
precisely perhaps he can ask A
supplementary on the matter. My
understanding is that he just
asked what do we visualize for the
 future -

MR. SIMMS:

DR. COLLINS:

When! Oh! The Come By Chance
¢linic, T1ike many of the health
institutions 4in the Province, 1is
under review, We review these
¢clinics, hospitals, nursing homes,
services and so on on a periodic
hasis, especially if a particular
Factor has come up that directs
our attention to them.

Now, one of the factors in that

area - the hon. the Premier
refarred to 4t - ds thal 46 looks

at though 4t ds going to be an
impor Lant  cindustrial base for the
Province.

SOMFE. HON. MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. COILLINS:

Tt already is to a wvery great
degree in terms of the refinery,
hut Ethere are many okher things
that are very likely to happen in
that area. So, clearly 1s our
responsibility to try to foretell
what services will be needed so we
can anticipate demands. One of
he things that we have bheen
doing, and I have been doing with
Lhe help of the membyer for
Bellevue, (Mr, Callan).
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!

DR. COLLINS:

who 1s extremely knowledgeable
ahout the area, and has taken a
great interest in the thing . I
must say he has taken. an interest
in the health services in that
area for many, many Years. Fuen
when he was on the other side we
used to have 1little chats back and
forth, 1 think quite amicahle
chats, about the sarvices out
there, So the member has been
very helpful to me in trying to
define what changes we should make
out there.

Now, the hon. member asked when
that process will be concluded. I
can say it is ongoing. I am not in
a position yet to say exackly what
and exactly when, but he can be
assured vhat this (R A venry
active, ongoing process.

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A supplementary, the hon, the
membher for Port de CGrave.

MR. EFFORD:

I suspect, Mr., Speaker, that it is
only racently Lhe Minister of
Health started to listen to the

hon. member for Bellevue, because
the former Minister of Health (Dr.
Twomey) certainly did not Tisten
last year of the year before. I
suspect it s just in  recent
weeks ., I am very glad to hear

Lhat Come By Chance is now going
to have a 24-hour clinic, although
Lhe winister did not come out and
say so directly. Seeing that we
have some money to put into a the
c¢linic for Come By Chance, I want
Lo tie thakt -into my next question,
a very important question
concerning the present horrendous
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situation at the Health Sciences
Complex. I want to give the
minister a quick example, i(if you
will allow me, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
You have only one minute left.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. EFFORD:

Would the wminister explain to this
House how conditions at the Health
Sciences can continue as they have
heen for the last number of
months, without enough beds in bhe
intensive care unit without enough
operating room space? Last Friday
night a gentleman had an accident
where he broke a hip, was preppod
for the operation for three
succaessive days, and never gob to
the operating room until Monday
nignt, &and then only because the
doctor had to kick up a racket to
get him -into the operating room.
These are continuous examples .
When is the minister going to
provide money enough S0 this
situation can be straightened ouk
at the Health Sciences Complex?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COILLING:

Mr. Speaker, the money we have
given Lo Lhe Health Sciances
institution this year is more than
laslk year, Mere was a sizable
increase. As a matter of fact, we
put money in the budget bhis year
particulary for special services,
For expansion of  their special
high technology services up
thara. I carnnot respomd to lhe
particular incident Lhat the
member  brought up but T certainly
will take it under notice and I
will look into Lhe c¢ircumstances.
Let me say this, the hospital
there s under the day by day
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conkrol and management of a board
of trustees, a very dedicated
board of trustees, who are private
citizens, who work without
remunaration, who put in
innumerable hours in managing the
institution there. Associated with
the Board of Trustees 1s a very,
very expert management group, &nd
I +think that one can bhe assured
Ehat the dnstitution up there is
being managed in the best way
possible. Fhere are always Ltimes
when a hospital 18 faced with
axcassive demands, demands ovear
and above the average, and you

really canmot gear up any
institution always to bhe ready for
nax-imonn clemarnds . Ttk might e

theoretically desirable but 4t is
just not practical to be geared up
to handle the maximum demands all
the tHime. The hospital gaearead
up  to handle what it 4 are
reasonable and average - demands,
and  every once 1in  awhile whean
excessive demands Face thewn, Lhey
make the bhest arrangements they
can, and they are very expert in
doing this.

MR. EFFORD:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A final supplementary.

MR. EFFORD:

et me assure Lthe Minister of
Health there 1s nobody 1in  this
Province complaining about Lhe
administrative staff or the board
at the Health Sciences, or  any
other hospital 1n this Province.
There is pobody complaining about
that . What they are complaining
abont, and whalt we are complaining
about s there is not erough

moneay . I ask bthe minister very
clearly, 1is going to take the loss
of somebody's Tife at a hospital

in  this Province to awaken the
minister? Two weeks ago Fourteen
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people waited for six to ten cdays
for bypass surgery, and it was
done then only because bthe doctors

made some arrangements among
themsaelves o  gebt those peopla
operated on, The case T just
referred to is nol an dsolated
case. T used it only as an
exanple. T ask the mingiter what

it is going to take to wake him up
ko  his responsibility to ensurae
that tLhe necessary funds are
available so bkhat those people,
the board and the administration
of these hospitals, can do the job
necessary to give proper health
care to the people of this
Province?

MR. SPEAKER: .
The hon. the Minister of Health,

DR. COILLINS:

Mr Speaker, the board and
management and the hospital are
giving proper care there,. They

are giving the highest level of
care in Lhe Province. The Health
Sciences has some services that no
other hospital in the Province can
give. Tt is & very, wvery high
technology, wvery advanced type of
medicine in practice at the
Heallh Sciaences Complex, hy very,
very competent, dedicated people.

The hon. wembher says when are we
going Lo give Lhen enough moncey.,
We give as much money as we
possibly can, and we are giving
more this year Lhan last year. 1
do not know how wmuch more the hon,
member feels we should give,
perhaps he can name a figure T can
comment on it. ‘

MR. EFFORD:

You had $22 willion for cucumbers.

DR. COLLINS:

Is he talking about a couple of
thousand dollars more, about a
couple of million dollars more?
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TF he s kalking about a couple of
million dollars more, does he
think T should take 1t Ffrom bLhe
Carbonear Hospital to give it to
the Health Sciences Cowplex?

MR. FEFFORD:

Cucumbers.

DR. COLLINS:

Aryway , Lhe particular problem
that the hon. member referred Lo,
abount the cardiac surgical cases,
I commented on that more than a
week ago. There was a period of
difficulty at that time which has

since been resolved,. Tt may well
come back again, but the

management there know that these
things are cyclical and they deal
with them as they come along.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
They gokt  $40 willion more this
year,

MR. LUSH:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Ronavista
North.

MR- LUSH:

I have a gquestion Tor the Minister
of Municipal AfFfFairs (Mr. Butt).
In 1985 this legislature passed a
bill which gave municipalities bthe
power to regulate the
acdvertisement of the display of,
and the sale of pornographic
makterials. Three years Tlaber, Mr.
Speaker, nothing has changed. ALl
bypes, kinds and varieties of
pornographic materials are freely,
indiscriminately and openly
available to all segments of our
society, particularly the youth of
this Province, the youny
children. And T ask the minister
why has nothing changed?

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

MR. BRETT:

Mr. Speaker, after the legislation
was passed here in  this House,
proper regulations were drafted,
modelled after regqulaktions in the
Province of Ontario. Subsequent
to that, Ehese requlations were
challenged in the Province in
Ontario, and 1t was ruled Chat
they were against the
constitution. In view of that, it
was obvious that we also had to
change our requlations, since bhoy
were after the Ontario model.

So we have been working with the
Department of Juskice along lthaese
lines, with the intent of bringing
i eIV regulations.
UnfFortunately, khe solicitor who
was  working in  conjunclion wilh
our officials became 111, so a new
solicirkor s now working on ULhaen.
1 guess for Lthalt reason, more so
Ehan anything else, there has bean
some delay, but I would hope that
in the not too distant future we
will have a new set of regulations
which can be made available to Lthe
councils around the Province and
subsequently used.

MR. LUSH:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
This will have to bhe the Ffinal
supplementary .,

The hon. the member Ffor Bonavista
North.

MR. 1LUSH:

Mr. Spesker, it appears Lhalt the
winister has  admitlhed that Fhe
bill passed din this lLegislature
was not the correct procedure.  We
on this side at the time said it
was  Lhe wrong process. Now T as!
the minister: What time can the
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people of this Province expect
unified, Jaws enacted hy Lhis
Province, Mr. Speaker, as opposed
Eo 300 municipalities enacting all
kinds and different laws,

respecting the control of
pornographic materials for the
sake of the youth of this Prouvince?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
AfFFairs.,

MR. BRETT: _

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member does
not  understand, Tk e nobt bhe
legislation that gave us the

problem, -t was the regulabions.
It was the regulations that had to
he changaed.

T shonld aduvise the hon, menber
that this particular legislation
is  really  the responsibility of
Lhe federal government, and it s
my  understanding  thal bhere s a
bill in second reading before the
House of Comnons &k the moment, T
think it is C-H54 - my hon.
colleague, the Minister of Justice
(Mg Varge), would bhe abhle Lo
handle this much betlter than I can
- and 1if it is eventually passed
in the House of Commons then that
legislation will take care of the
problem that the hon. nember s
talking about.

MR. SPEAKER:
The +time for Oral Questions has
elapsad,

'

S i s by

t
Committees

H|o

resent Repo
Standing and cial

MR. WOODFQORD:
Mr. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the  memnber  For  Humber
Valley.
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MR. WOODFORD:

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the
Government Services Committee I
would Tlike to report that the
Commitlee has considered the
matters Lo it refaerred and has
passed, without amendment, ditems
of expenditure under the followinyg
headings: The NDepartment: of
Municipal AfFfairs; Uthe Daepartment
of Public Works and Services; the
Department of labour; the
Departmert of Finance; the
Departinent of Transportation; the
Department of Consumer Affairs and
Comnunicalbions; and Newfoundleand
and Labrador Housing.

To add to that, Mr. Speaker, for a
minute or so I would like to,
First of all, thank the mewmbers of
the committee, namely : The
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Gilbert, Burgeo
- Bay d'Espoir; the hon. the
member for Waterford -~ Kenmount,
Mr. Gullage; +the hon. the member
For Stephenville, Mr. K. Aylward,
the hon. the member for Trinity -
Bay de Verde, Mr. Reid; kthe hon.
the member for Terra Nova, Mr,
Greening; and the hon. the wmember
for Placentia, Mr. Patterson.

Mr . Speaker, it WA s A uery
gratifying experience to sit on
such a Committee. We had sevaen up

anc seven down, no problems
whatsoaver. T want to

congratulate the members of the
Committea, especially {the wmembers
of the Opposition, I must say, on
the way they conducted thenselvas

at all the hearings. It was a
conskruckive process., There werae

pertinent questions and forthright
aAnswers, My . Speaker. AlEhough

some of the questions were
somewhat controversial, they

handled them in an excellent
manner and the result was, Mr

Speaker, as I said, we had seven
meetings in a row with no problems
whatsoegver, and it was all
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passed, So, I want to thank the
Committee. Thank you very much.

SOME. HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. WTINDSOR:

Mr. .Speakar.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker, jusk wvery briefly.
During the consideration of the

Consolidated Fund Services
yesterday there was a question

from the member faor Meniheaek
dealing with the statements of the
pooled pension Ffund Ffor 19286, H e
had those for 1985, and I
undertook ko see  how quickly I
could table the reports for 1986,
T am pleased to adulise the hon.
member that I tabled them some
time ago, *rogether with the Public
Accounts. So they are available.

MR. FENWICK:

I have them.

MR. WINDSOR:
The  hon. genkleman already has
them. That is speed, Mr. Speaker!

I also undertake that within the
next month T will table bLhe report
for 1987,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER PECKFORD:
Mr. Speaker, T just want ko answer
a question to me from the hon. the
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member for Menihek in his
statement, veskerday, where T said
T would get more dnformation. I

am reading fFrom Lthe same waterial
that he was reading from, and I
Find that the hon.the member for
Menihek really was not giving the
whole picture yesterday, because
the free trade agreement, as
signed, will cause over 4,000 jobs
to be created in the Province over
the Len-year period, arnd over
2,500 of them are in the service
sector. So the hon. member for
Menihek did not give the full
picture, it is over 4,000 jobs.

To  further enlighten Lhe horn.
member for Menihek, T thought I
would pass along, and ask the Page
to deliver +to him personally, a
speech that T have given on the

economy of Newfoundland to
demonstrate Lo Fvian that @uan
hefore free trade triggers "in, we
are saeing record lavels af
employment, record levels of
inveaestinent, rocord levaels of
opportunity. 1 am sure he would

warnt ko read this  speech, Lhis
excellent right-wing, Conservative
speech which, "While the Tlight
holds out to bhurn,/ 7The wvilest
sinner may return,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
He might even cross the floor.

MR. GIILBERT:
Oh, no, he will not.

MR. SIMMS:
Why does he not cross over btoday?

Orders of the Day

MR. SPEAKFR:
Order, please!
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It is now 4:00 o'clock and it is
Private Member's Day. The debate
was adjourned hy the hon. the
Minister of Northern Development,

T will call on the hon. the menber
for the Strait of Relle Isle.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, T am pleased to stand
today and support this private
member's motion which has been put
by my colleague for Naskaupi (Mr.
Kelland) . I believe, Mr. Speaker,
it would be 1in order for me at
this Lime, hefore the Pramier
leaves his seat, to compliment the
Pramier, bto draw bLhe attention of
this House to the good intentions
of bthe Premier, T refer to Lthe
action which the hon. the Premier
Look in 1981 when he brougint in
this Freedom Of Information Act.
I think T wonld be rewiss If I
were not to give the Premier all

the praise that he desarves:
because he had every good

intention. Nlbheit il was seven or
eight years ago, bhut at least he
i, at one bime, have every good
intention.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that when
the hon. the Premier brought in
this Freedom of Information Act he
was  reacting to  Newfoundlanders
who were c¢rying out for wide-open
government, he was reacting Lo

Newfoundlanders who were not
satisFied to have govermnent

behind c¢losed doors. I recall
Ehat when this Freadom of
Information Act was hitting the
pPress  some  years ago, words were
heing used about this young,
optimistic Premier who was going
to revolutionize government, who
was  going  to  have a model of
government which could bhe upheld
Lo Ihe whaole British Commonwealth,
to the whole world.

MR. LUSH:
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Open. Democratic,

MR. DECKER:

He was going to have wide-open
government. There would bhe no
more government in  kthe closets,
where premiers were in the pockets
of people and they were doing what
they were told. No more of this,

MR. LUSH:
Thaey were going Lo ltake government
to the people.

MR. DEFCKFR:

There was going Lo bhe no more
secret society. Now, I do not
know whatlt the Promier was Lalking
about when he Lalked about
government behind closed doors and
secret societies. Probably he
built up a sktraw wman; the Leader
cf the Opposition always accuses
him  of  building up this straw
man . If so, he did a good joh of
it. Because he had me convinced

I was 1living in White Bay at the
time -~ that we had Lthe dirtiest,
filtiest kind of government that
you would ever wish to see. He
was the hero, he was the Don
Quixote on a white horse, he was
the shining white knight, and he
was going to do away with all
government behind c¢losed doors,
all closek govermment, all secrel
society governmentl, and he was
going to stand by the positiion
that the public had a right to
know, and bthat, by goodness, no
matter what. happened to this
Province 1in years to come, the
public would always and forever
have the right +to know whatlt s
going on 1in government.

T have the Act here befFore wme, Mr.
Speaker. I made it my bhusiness to
go and get it Iten 3, on page 65
of the Freedom of Information Act
says, "The purpose of this Act s
to provide a right of access by
tLhe public to information in
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Cpublic Lo

records of departments and to
subject Ehat right only Lo
specific and 1limited exceptions
necessary Ffor the operabtion of Lhe
departments and for the protection
of personal privacy." This was
meant to be a right, Mr. Speaker,
not some curious person who could
he told something 4if it happened
to suit I ha ends of s ome
particular department. This act
clearly stataes thal ik s Lo
provide a right of access by the
information, and  Lhe
only exceptions would bhe a few
specific and  Timited exceptions
necessary for bthe operation of Uthe
departments. No argunent with
that.

Mr. Speaker, what we had seven
years Ago  WAE a squeaky-claan
Premier with every good {dintention,
and T am not going Lo be the last
to praise him for his good
intentions seven or eight years

ago. Look how open this
information was. Had I not seen

the Act, I would have thought it
might have been just for a few
Newfoundlanders, where something
personal WA being discussed,
But, no, this right of dinformation
ia availabhle bo  every  Canadian
citizen domiciled in the Province,
as  long as  he is Tliwving in  Lhe
Province. A permanent resident
of Canada was 1The wmeaning in  the
Immigration Act of 1986, or, Mr,
spaaker, Bl corporatbion
incorporated by or under a law of
Canada or a Province, and who is
carrying on bhusiness in Lhe
Province .

If some archeologist 2,000 ar
3,000 years From now were Lo dig
up that piece of paper and he were
not Lo krow whit: happened
consequently, 1f he were not to
know what  happened &  Few short
years after this piece of paper

IMA S wreitten, this Act Was
No. 29 R1516



proclaimed, he would have to say,
"What a tremendous Premier that
mist have been, in 198114 Rt he
would bhe talking about A.D. and he
would he talking about f.C., the
year 1981, He would have gone to
bhis .

Rut Ethere are two obther ways Lo
designate time +that T would also
want to refer to the people of
Newfoundland and to any future
archaeologists who might he
digging around .and trying to gain
some insights from their past

which 1is our present. I would
take these archaeologists and I
would take the people of

Newfoundland seven years down the
road, seven years from the day
Ehat this particular bill  was
proclaimed, and I would tell them
about: 3DD,

Now 8bD, Mr. Speaker, +dis before

the demise of democracy in
NewFoundland. fMhis, Mr. Speaker,
W s the act, The Freedom of
TnFormation Act., This WA s
wide- open  gouvernment . This was
Lhe kA ol govermnenl that
Newfoundlanders felt we would be
comnitbed Lo anc guaranteaed

forever and a day, This was
hefaore the demise of democracy.

Bebween 1981 anpd 1988 we had bthe
demise of democracy, so we have to
talk about ADRD -~ after the demise
of democracy.

Now, when did this happen? When
did democracy disappear in
NewFoundland, Mr. Speaker?

BDOD is before e demnise of
democracy, when I helieve The
Freedom of Information Act  had
some credibility, hadl some
backhon, ; ik Was some bhing e
could depend on.

After the demise of democracy:
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Mr . Speaker, T heliouyao T. C AN
pinpoint to the day when democracy
disappeared +in this Province; it
was the very day when the combined
Cabinet anc the executive
assistants, and all the people we
normally call government, when the
total of the Cabinet and the
executive assistants and Lhe
people who are part of government:,
when that group became bilgger than
the combined House of Assembly.
That is the day that democracy
died in Newfoundland.

I am glad the House Leader came
in, because he can certainly learn
something from this din the event
that he should succeed Lhe Premier
as Leader. I will cut it out of
Hansard and send it over to him so
that he can read it. After the
demise of democracy: The very day

that happened was when the
combinec Cabinal and lhe
government became bigger Uthan the
Honse of Assambly. Fhat s when
it happened.

BDD, there was no problem. Arny
intarested person hefore the death
of democracy, and concerned

citizen, any Canadian hased
corporation, as long as Uthey were
hasecd [Hin NewfFoundland, could write
a letter to any department of
govermient and excepk For a Few
special exceptions, he, she or it
could receive free of coskt the
information he, she or 1t was
looking for. This was before,

And 4t is so often that we have
seen  corruption sneak in. Fvary
person starts off with every good
intention, every good intention -in
the world, and I bhelieve that the
on., the Premier had every good
intention hefore RDD. Rut after
tha vyears pass, corruplion sebs
in, and after corruption creeps in
around the edges, robt sets in, and
I suppose it dis only a normal part
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of the world as we know it.

The hon. the Minister of Forest
Resources was talking today about
spraying and all this sort of
thing, and he was talking about
the hemlock looper and the spruce
budworm, These are symptowms of
old age, that is nature's way of
harvesting Gimber that we did not
harvest . That 1s the cause of
il Nature has her way of Learing
down overmature timber. 01ld men,
armd T owill soon bhe ona, as we age,
nature has & way of corruplting the

physical bhody and Learing it
doun . The back of my head, T

Ehink, wmakas 1t obhvuious that T am
getting older; nature takes the
hair, and nature takes the Tinbs
arnd so on and so forth, corruption
of Lhe physical body. lLikewise,
with the body we refer to as
government, it is only a matter of
time and corruption sets in.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. the
Premier had convinced every single
1iving Newfoundlander, including
me - a good sermon, too, I might
add - that hecause of Lhis
Freedom of Information Act, the
day would never, ever come again
when a corrupt government could
keap the truth Aalay from
Newfoundlanders .

Now, he had convinced eueryone of
that, but, Mr. Speaker, as willing
as  the Premier wmight have heen,
considering @l the good
intentions thal he wmight have had,
the fact of the matter dJs, he
could nol Tive up to his good
intentions. He Jearned after he
was in here Ffor seven or eighl
years that it was a Jot more fun
Lo rule by decree, & Tobt more
sensible, din his opinion, to rule
by decree, to rule behind c¢losed
doors, to rule in the closetl. And
as  soon as he Tlearned this he
said, 'The devil take The Freedom
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of Information Act,' and he threw
it out. Now, he could not throw
it out, ohviously. How could the
minister who, in 1981, brought in
this Freedom of Information Act
get up in Lthe House and have it
repealed? I mean, that would be a

bit silly. T think anyone would
have to agree it would be silly
and it would not be very political
astute. And the Premier, let us
face +4bt, 1s polilically astube.
That is his problem, He is
prohably One of Lie hest

politicians this Province has ever
had .

MR, BUTT:

You are right on!

MR. DECKER:

The member agrees, of course, I
think I would agree with that, He
is probalkbly one of Lhe best

politicians Newfoundland and
lLabrador has ever had.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
He ds probably one of the best
politicians Ekhat the Dominion of

Canada has ever had.

MR. BUTT:
You are right on that, as well.

MR. DECKER:

T would even go Lthat Far, and T am
sure members will agree with me.
Rut wilh iy next statement T do
not expect any applause from Lhe
other side. He s probably  the
worst governor that the Province
of Newfoundland, or the Domrinion
of Newfoundland, or the Dominion
of Canada has ever had,

MR. SIMMS:

How come you guys are over there
and not over here?
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MR. DECKER:

T will answer the hon. winisler's
question, & dgood question. He
asks, "How come you guys are ovyaep
there and we are over here?" You
s$8e, the hon. memnbear was not
Jistening., T said the Premier was
probably the best polditician, and
there js a distinction between a
politician and being capable of

governing. I would submit, Mr.
Speaker, Lhat we are Lhe
governars, We will govern this

Province, but 1t is gqoing to Lake
us another election to get over
Lhere, When that elecktion comes,
they will find out why we are over
here.

Mr. Speaker, T still have a Few
minutes left and I want to dispel
another myth. Someone Eheew
something across about leaders.
Mhis s a wmyth they are trying fo

perpetrate on Newfoundlanders
about  our Teaders. Since 1949,

Mr . Speaker, the PC Party of
NewFoundland has had  Harry Mews,
Malcolm Holletl, John Higgins,
Jaimnes Greene, serry  Ottenhe Lner,
Noel Murphy, Ank Murphy, Peter
Cashin, Frank Moores, and Brian
Packford. 1f anyone 1is counting,
that is  ten Jleacders since 1949,
The Liberal Party since 1949 has
had  Joey Smallwood, Ed Robertls,
Ri11 Rowe , Don Jamieson, Len
Stirling, Steve Neary, who  was
appointed for just a few days, Leo
Barry ancl Clyde Wells, eight
leaders, Now, what 1is the racket
abhout leaders? We have had eight
leaders since 1949, and the Tory
Party has had ten leaders since
1949 . So do not, for goodness
sake, give mne any of Lhat
foolishness.

SOME HON. MEMBFERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
No not puver  let e hear Lhat
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honsense being said again 1in this
House. Wa havae had eight leaders
and the Tories have had ten. It
s Just as simple as bhat,

T wonld predict, Mr. Speaker, that
as soon as this election 1is over
and this Jleader goes, you will see
them coming every Lthirty days,
just Tlike bhe moon.

My, Speaker, in the Tew minutes I
have left I want to give the
reason., why the hon. the Premier
wanted to abolish 7The Freedom of
Information Actk. Tt was abolishead
sometime last vyear when a few
Lhings that were happening in bLhis
Province became too hot for the
Premier. Lelb me call the House's
attention to some of that.

The first one was the Round Pond

Road . Remeamber Round Pond Road?
I am sure hon. member willl
remamber Round Pond Road which was
a closet deal, which wWas a
hehind -¢closed -doors claal, which

was an  Order dn Council deal,
which was done haehind the scenes
and, as far as the then minister
was  concerned and as  far as  Lhe
Premier was concerned, it was none
of  the public's business. When
some of the press and when members
on this side began Lo gel too hotl
on the heels of governnent, they
clamped & Fee on For Freedom of
Information. That was one thing
that was  happening behind closed
doors, setbting up roads Lo
ministers' private cottages, up to
their families, and all this sort

of Ehing. Had that not  been
stopped, Mr. Speaker, the Lord
only knows what would have

happened in this Province.

The other bthing that happened, Mr.
Speaker, was what I 1like bto refer
to as  the Sprung syndrome; the
Sprung syndrome took over in this
Provincs, Now, what dis the Sprung
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syndrome? The Sprung syndrome, T
would tell hon. members, and I am
not talking about the almost $23
million which has gone into the
project, I am talking about the
Sprung syndrome which, T suppose,
s almosk like a Valdmanis
syndrome . I do not know. That 1is
not quite the word T amn Tlooking
for. But the Sprung syndrome 1is
where the gqovernmenkt is sucked in
hy fast talkers, where the
government is sucked din and wmade
to do things that they would
normally  not  do  in  a  time  of
sanity. T would like to have half
an  hour ko  really develop the
Sprung syndrome concept, M,
Speakear, I T could havae leave, I
would bhe glad to do it But the
problem is, T bhelieve T only have
a winute left.

I had some obher notes, but © will
just conclude by saying, Mr .
Speaker,

MR. J. CARTER:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order.

MR. J. CARTER:
The hon. member's time is up.

MR. DECKER:
Tt is not up yet.

MR. SPEAKER:
When Lhe wember's Gtime is up, T
will Jet him know.

S0ME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPIAKER:
The hon. the memnber for the Strait
of Belle Tsle.

MR. DECKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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In  conclusion, this Freedom of
Information bill was probably one
of the bhest bills that ever went
through this House, and 1 say that
unequivocally. DoD The day
democracy demised was probably,
Mr. Speaker, one of the saddest
days in the history of this
Province. Now only did the act
go, but with the act went every
good dntenlion, wikh the act went
every good desire.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

The hon. membaer's {time Js up.

MR. DECKER:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Haar, hear!.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. bhe membher for Bellevue.

MR. CALLAN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I want to have a few
words on this resolution, First
of all I want to comment on the
remarks of wmy former colleague in
the Liberal Opposition, a man who
is still my colleague in Lhe
Legislature and, of course, still
a fFriend, a good Friend.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

He talked about archaeologisls,
and he talked abhout EGI, every

Yood intention, and so  on.. T
might say, Mr. Speaker, that it s
ny eyery goaod intenkion Ehis
afternoon to stick to this
resolubion, Naot bheing an

archaeologist and not being like
Randy Trauis who igs up hones and

exhumes things that are hetter
No. 29 R1520



left alone, T want to stick with

Lhe bil1. lLet me rencl the
resolution we have before us, Mr,
Speaker, as submi bt aed by the

member for Naskaupi. TU says:

"WHERFAS the access to information
ralating +to Government operalion
16  an essential element for the
performance of dulies of Memnboers
of the House of Assembly,
particularly the OFFicial
Opposition, ' I do not know why
they should be particular. |4
mean, I Lhink the second
opposition group should have justk
as much access to dit, and there
should not be anything particular
about the Official OQpposition in
thedir use of information bthat they
can gather.

"AND WHEREAS this information
should he preadily available to
Members of the House of Assembly,
on reasonable notice, whether Gthe
House dis in session or not;

RF T1 THEREFORE RESOLVED that the
regulations bhe amendaed to provide
that any charges, which might:
normally apply o agaents or
agencies outside the House of
fissambly, be waived For wmembers of
the House.'

Now, there +Hs whal the resolution

is  all  about, Mr. Speaker. In
speaking to the resolution, one

has to ask oneself seveaeral
guestions: Why 1s 4t necessary Lo
gather information? For what
purpose does the of Ficial
Opposition need this dinformation?
Most people who gather
information, students who go to
school and gather information,
they use 1it. Or if somehody 1is
attending & particular btrade at
trade school or university, or
whatever, they gather dinformation
and they dgather knowledge so that
they can use ik in a positive way
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in a future job opportunity,

carear and o on.

Aut what s khe purposea? Why s
the of ficial Opposition e
interestad in obtaining
information ahbout governmant's
acltivilies? Wa know, Mr. Speaker,
the kind of dinformation that was
askad For Tast  Summer and  Jlask
Fall; we know the kinds of letters
Ehat went to various wministers and
the kind of dinformation that was
soudhl, and, of course, we saw on
the Order Paper, on the day the
MHouse opened, about 120 questions
-~ the same six or seven questions
really direckted ko aboubt bwenty
different ministers. So euean
though they said itk Was 120
questions, it was actually six of
the same questions directed Lo
twenty different ministers, or so,

Mr. Speaker, why ds the official
Oppos ikion e interesbed in
getting information? Is it
because the ofFicial  Qpposikion
want to learn how government ds
run? No Lhey want Lo gel
information S0 that they Can
Formulale policies For bthe liberal
Opposition, policies that tLhey
wonld hopefully use if they ever
came +to power? No, Mr., Speaker.
That “is nol: Lhe reason.

MR. J. CARTER:
For mischief, that is a'll,

The member for St. John's North
uses & good word. Mr . Speaker,
when I was over there, there werae
Lwo  or  bhree people who were so
intent on gathering that sort of
information that they let their
district work go by the wayside,
and for that reason they will lose
their districts. Fverybody in the
Liberal CAalcuUs knows who T am
talking about. These two or three
individuals neglected Fhedir
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districts, they poked their noses
into other shadow portfolios, all,
ofF course, to impress the leader
‘Look how hard I am working, Mr.
lLeader. Look at all tLhe
information I have gathered. I am
going to give this ko The Sunday
Express, I am going to give it to
Reg Sherren of +the CBC who is a
close friend of mine, and I will
give it to Lynn Burry of NTV who
is also a c¢lose friend of mine.

MR. PATTERSON: .
Or Barbara Yaffe.

MR. CALLAN:

Or Barbara Yaffe, who is a close
Friend of winel  Mr. Speaker, thab
is the question that has to be

askad. Since Ihe of Ficial
Opposilion is so interested in and
0 detarminad o gathar
information, the logical ard

ohvious question bthat Follows s
Why do you want this information?

MR. J. CARTER:
For mischievous purposes.

MR. CALILAN:

The answer, Mr., Speaker, 1is, as
tLhe member Ffor St. John's North
just dindicated, for mischievous
purposes, to try to embarrass Ghe

government or & particular
minister,

MR. PATTERSON:

Smear tactics,

MR. CALLAN:

Smear tacktics, the menbyar For
Placentia SHYS . Mischievous
PUPPOS sinear tackic purposes,

arnd, of course, to bry and
embharrass govermnent .

Now, Mr. Speaker, when did the
oFficial Opposition arrive at this
point? T remember, and the

membhers of the Liberal caucus will
remember, that when the new leader
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book  over dn  June, nobody was
allowed to speak publicly to the
media unless, of course, ik was
approved by the Leader, and
aspecially not allowed to speak if
the statement had any negativity
attached to it, or perhaps, 1t it
could possibly clash with an idea
Lhat the Leader of Lhe Opposition
had . If there were any divergence
of  opinion, 1if  the wmatler was
controversial, do not go with it
until you run ikt by me first. No
negativity! That is how the
Leader of Lhe Opposition started
out last June, Mr. Speaker. I was
Lhera, ancl T krnow. Now, whet
happened?

The Hddea was, Mr. Speaker, that
Lhis new  leadaer was going to
portray to the people of this
Province that, ‘'Here T am ladies
and gentlemen, here I am, the
albternativae, Ihe alternate
Premier, and I do not intend to
come Lo win power din {his Province
and become the Premier of this
Province by dragging obkher people
down, The members 1n my caucus
who believe in that, Forgeb 1t.'
That 4s what the Leader of the
Opposition said. T amn quobting bthe
Leader of the Opposition.

'I do not want the members of my
caucus, ' saild the lLeader of Lthe
Opposition, he probably did not
say it in these words, bulb in so
many words, that 1is what he was
saying to us, 'T want ko ascend to
the Premier's job by portraying to
fthe people of the Province a man
of integrity who does not helieve
in dragging other people down and
does not believe in fault Finding
and negativity.'

But, Mr. Speaker, what happened
over the course of  the Sumner?
Nobody really knows. I cannotl
point a Finger to when exactly it
happened, but over the course of
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the Summer that all changed. The
Leader changed his point of view;
he had changed his approach, and
by the time bthat the Round Pond
road episode rolled around, now
then, Lhe Ladadar A S vary
disappointed that caertain
individuals Hdn khe Ldiberal Parly
had not been doing their homework
to  the extent that they could
embarrass government and bring it
o the press hefForae tLhe NDP
broughl. 1it.

MR. PATTERSON:
Olh, my lord.

MR. CALLAN:

That s what happened, Mr
Speaker. You see, what happened
in essence is this: The Leader of
the Opposition, as he talked to
his backroom boys, g Lhe
Chairman, and the various
committees thabt were sebt up to gek
election readiness policies and
everytbhing else in place, that
they did not have any ideas. They
did not have any alternatives Lo
bhring this Province Lo full
employment or partial, to iwmprove
on on the status quo, really.
There were no policies.

There was btalk constantly about
the School Tax Authorities. "Let
ng  get  rid  of  the  School  Tax
Aut horities ' Then, of course,
Lhe guestion was, 'TF we say bhatl,
what are we going to replace it
wiith? We will c¢ross thal bridge
whern we come to it We will
Figure out bthat when we form bhe
government . '

These were the sorts of things
that happenead in Lhe Liberal
Party, Mr. Speaker. That 1is what
happened.

So, then there was a big rush on.
Then there was an awful interest
in  gather-ing information through
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the Freedom of Information Act,
and it was abount that kime, Mr.
Speaker, last Fall, and, of
coursa, in  tha early months oF
this new year, January, ancl
Faebruary, bhal we saw the lLeader
of the Opposition on several
occasions on television and in the
media, generally, talking about
how  the Opposilion membaers were
restricted and hindered din  their
ability bto gakher dinformaltion From
various ministers,

My . Speaker, that ts  why the
Liberal Opposition wanted Lo
gather this infFormation, not ko
use it For any positive,
consbtrucktive purposes, bub to use
it to try and embharrass one
minister after another, and, of
course, for mischievous purposes
and For smear tactics.

There are one or Lwo people on bhe
Liberal benches over there, Mr.
Speaker, who were a lobt bebther at
it than others. I was interested,
Mr. Speaker, a couple of days, or
perhaps a week after the
Legislature openad ko dJdiscover the
member for St. Barbe (Mr. Furey),
§osaw him on televigsion one night,
as the Transportation critic.
That s  what he called himself,
The member for St. Barbe was on
Lelevision speaking as a
Transportation critic.

T Jlooked across the legislature
For sevaeral days and T saw  Uhe
depressed and perhaps Lthe angry
Jook on bthe face of thae member For
Burgeo - Bay diEspoir (M,
Gilbert) bhecause the member Tor
St. Barbe was trying to pull the
same  tackic on his c¢olleague for
Burgeo - Bay d'Espoir that he had
pulled on me last Swnmer and last
Fall.

MR. TULK:

(Tnaudible) he has done.
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MR. FUREY:
Nobody can find it.

MR. CALILAN:

Mr. Speaker, I do nol know where
the Leader of Ehe Opposition and
his rules of order are now, Now,
it is quite in order for cat calls
to come from his House Leader and
also from the member for Sk. Barbe
who rather than, instead of being
given Lhe Transportation
portfolio, as he 1s quoted as
saying here in this newspaper, he
says, 'A month after I was given
Lhe Transportation portfolic, '
instead of that happening, Mr .
Speaker, the wember for St. Barbe
was ¢given no portfolio. He was
sktripped of any shadow portfolio,
He was punished, Mr. Speaker, for
going on in every direction.

MR. RUSSELL:
A bacd report card,

MR. CALLAN:

He got @ bhad report card. That
whal it anounts tao, yes.

)

MR. PATTERSON:
Subversive activities.

MR. CAILLAN:

Mr. Speaker, I am going to tell
the Leader of the OQpposikion
something now he should know. At
a time when the Leader of Lhe
Opposition was saying that I was
not carrying out mny shacdow
responsibilities effectively, I
remember the caucus that we  had
probably a couple of weeks before
the House of MAssembly opened and
we  were all expectead to have
resolutions for the Order Paper
ready . T had a resolution ready,
Mr. Speaker, and T have it right
here dn front of wme actually. I
read b, as obther members who had
them ready, did. T could read it
now but T do not  know how nuch
time T have,
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MR. PATTERSON:

Go ahead, read it

MR. CNALILAN:

The member for Carbonear, the
Minister of Housing (Mr. Peach)
thought that I should have put it
on the Order Paper when T showed
it to him. I had it prepared for
Lhe Opposikion. Anyway, in
consultation with the Premier and
with Ethe Minister of Health (Dr,
Collins), and since a member is
only entitled to one resolution, I
was encouraged to  go with my
resolubtion on the Come By Chance
Clinic. Everybody remembers that
hecanse it ds on Loday's Order
Paper,

Here was my resolution as the
Oppasiltion spokesman on Housing:

WHEREAS Canada Mortgage and
Housing Carporation has produced
estimates suggesting  that there
will be a significant declinae in
the demand for New housing,
especially rental housing, din this
Provuince over the next fifteen
years,; and

WHEREAS one of two primary causes

For the decline L housing
requirements in Newfoundland and
Labrador s conbinuing oul

migration from our Province; and

WHEREAS housing construction is &
major player in  this Province's
economy, contributing $200 million
Lo our economy on an annual hasis;
and

WHEREAS the second primary cause
for the decline 1 hous Ling
requirements is the aging of the
popnulation, which will  compound
itself as a larger number of young
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
migrate from  Lhis Province as
unemployment  increases due to lack
of housing construction;
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Minister of Housing take Lmnediate

steps to convince his Cabinet
colleagues that hous ing and

reason for out
provincial

correclting the
migration bhecome
government priorities.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. CALLAN:

[ oread my resolulion to the caucns
and the lLeader of the Opposition
said,  "That  resolultion does not

nake much sense. You are
suggesting that NewFoundlancers

come back hame to huild sOMme
houses . "

T did not make any comment but I
nustk Lell the Leader of Ehe
Opposiltion this: After that
caucus ended kLhere were more than
one, there were several caucus
members who comnented to me, "T do
not know how he managed to pick
that out of that." They thought
it was a good resolution.

Mr. Speaker, since Uthe Leader of
the Opposikion did not think that
one was very good, I then made a
comnent in  that caucus  that  Lhe
memher for St. Barbe (Mr. Furey),
who was  kEhe ¢ritic last year for
Consumer Affairs, had a resolution
on Tastl yaar's Order Papreyr
regarding the high price of oil
and gas  and home heating fuel in
this Prouvince. $0o I said, I could

go wikh thalt one. e Loeadaer of
Lhie Opposition responded, 'Yes, it
is lmportant, I think we should

have & resolution on that.'

As the Leader of - kLhe Opposition,
Mr. Speaker, made Lhalk comnent -in
that caucus, I can tell you that
the member for SL. Barbe, who was
stripped, as I said, a couple of
weeks before that of all
portfolios, wrote a note that he
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T oam going

pushed along to one of his
colleagues in  caucus. T do not
remember it word for word but I
saiw  the note and 1t said, 'Does
this mean that the lLeader of Uthe
Opposition Ehinks Lhat the high
prices that Mel Woodurard 16
charging +4in Norithern Newfoundland
and on the Coast of l.abrador
should also be investigated?'

Now, that, of course, Mr. Speaker,
was _ an obvious reference  lo  bhe
fact Lthat the former member of [Lhe
House ofF Assemhly @l e
millionaire from Labrador, M
Woodward, s possibly one of Lhe
conltributors to the Leader of Lhe
Opposition's supplemental salary.

Mr. Speaker, if the member for St.
Rarbe, who a Few days ago, when I
made some statements here in this
Legislature, went outside and told
a different story and told it not
Ehe way 4t was, bub Ehe way he
hoped it Was , wants to deny
writing that note, T can say Lo
the Leader of +the Opposition and
o the member for $St. Barbe that
somebody has that note. I did not
geb it. [ saw ik,

o make it very easy
for the leader of the QOpposition.
Tt was obvuiously handed to A
member for Labrador. So that
narrows Lt down vary, uvery nicely
for the Leader of Lhe Opposition
Lo Find out Lo whowm bthal noke was
sent.

I am sure that the two members who
represaent districts i Labrador
will be honest and will say to the
Leadar of bthe Opposition, 'Yes, T
remember quite vividly getting
Lhat note From bthe member For St
Rarhe . '

That, Mr. Speaker, 1is an incident

that T wanted to relate Lo Lhe
Leader of the Opposition because I
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He may not

v
L

am doing him a favour.
realize il, Mr. Speaker, but
the lLeadar of the Opposition
thought  that T was one of the
reasons why he would not win the
next election, T say bto him now,
as T said to him in private, that
T was here gekbing myself elected

and re-elected on nobody's
coattails, ak a time when olther
membhers were going down to

defeat. T stood on my feet on the
other side of the House when there
were only Ffour of five of us
there, or seven or eight. Who
does he think kept the ILiberal
Party alive since 1975, when T was
fFirst elected here and the wmember
for Bonavista North was elected
here at the same time?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time s up.

SOMF HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

8y leave! By leave!

MR. CALLAN:

[ will have Tloks of tiine betweean
now and 1Lhe Jlast of June, Mr.
Speaker. ’

MR. WELLS:
M, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon .
Oppositian.

the Leader of the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I have a few points
to make on bthe bill. it First T

canrotl avoid $Ome degree of
raesponsibilily ko malce SOMe
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comment on the stupid tripe that
we  just  heard come  oul of  Lkhe
supposedly hon. member for this
House .

S0ME HON, MFMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:

The poor fellow has gobt himnself
worked into such a state that all
he can do when he stands in the
House to speak on a matter like
Freedom  of information or the
budget or speak on anything 1is
abtack his Former colleagues. We
do not need to say anything, Mr.
Speaker, excepk bto point the press
and everybody who is listening in
Newfoundland to just listen Lo Lhe
hon. member and they will know
vaery well why the hon. nember is
nho longer in the Liberal caucus
and  why  we were  justified in
taking the position that we did.
The mamher was not performning his
duties and when we drew it to his
abbtantion, he Failad and he
crawled away miserably to perform
where he would probably be a shar,

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TULK:
That is right.

MR. WELLS:
Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
address this matter of the freedom
of dinformation resolution,. That
resolution -

MR. PEACH:
Table your salary.

MR. SPEAKER: -
Order, please! Order, please!

MR. PEACH:
What 1is your salary under?

MR, WELLS:
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That resolution, Mr. Speaker, has
a real purpose and 1t seems that
the hon. wembers from the other
side who have spoken on this
matter to date have either missed
or are trying to avoid the point
of the resolubion.

The Freedom Of Tnformation Ackt s
a good pilece of legislation. It
provides bthat government must make
avajlable information in order to
ensure bthat  the public s Fully
and properly dinformed as to what
governmient is doing particniarly
with laxpayers' dollars, That dis
a perfect and valid purposa.

MR. PEACH:
PDict you do that with your salary?

MR. WELLS:

Mr.  Speaker, would vyou Lry and
find & brain to attach to that
mouth or cause it to he quieb, one
or the other?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER:
|l ow blows!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T must admit that when the last
membher was speaking we did have a
Fair amount of silence ancd T would
ack Ffor the same thing on  this
side  of the House. T  anybody
cares to speak afler, T would be
nare than pleasarl Lo recognize
them.

The hon . the Leader of the
Oppos ition.

MR. WELLS:

Thank you, Mr . Speaker, I
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appreciate your comments.

Mr. Speaker, T want to address the
issue of The Freadom Of
Tnformation Act. Nobody, T do not
think, questions the purpose or
the validikty of The Freedom OF
Information Act. And 1 do not
believe anybody really w11
quarrel with the government's
desire to try and reduce bthe cost
that application of the provisions
of  thatk act incurs For
governmant . That is not an
nnreasonabla approach.

But, Mr. Speaker, euven if there 1w
cost, the wvalue of having free
accaess o informnalkion 14 G0
important that that cost muslt be
horne by govaermment, 1f necessary,
in order to ensure that there is
proper ACCass Lo governmantal
information. So, we have to find
Lhe proper compromise,

There must be public access. We
cannot impose such Fees as will
render access impossible or
effectively emasculate the
provisions of the act. People who
want to know what information
government has on file concerning
themselues should have ACCESS
without being faced with a major
financial penalty ko achieve ib.
At  the wvery least that 1is one
group  of  people  that  should be
exempted. Euen if there are
circumstances where Aincreased feas
can be justified.

I agree that The Freedom of
ITnformation Ack and dls provisions
ouaht not to become a research
ool For the media, SF the media
want to do their research on any

particular dssue, it should bhe on

the basis of their own effort and
al their own expense. Fhey should
not be prevented from having
access to  infFormakion, bubt they
should not expect the public
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service o effectively do the

research for them. So T can see
circumstances where higher fees
may  well be justified, But they
¢learly cannot be justified in &
situation uhare an individual

wants ACCESS to hi s oW
information.

There +1is anobher major area where
those fees cannot be justified and
thalt is in khe case of requests by
members of the House of Assembly.
In order for members Lo properly
discharge their duties, they must
have access Lo information that
government has - particularly the
Opposition —~ they wmust be able to
access that dnformation 1if they
are to properly discharge their
duties and inform the public as to
what is happening.

TF they are going to be expected
to pay out of their own personal
rASOUrCes exorhitant Feas, Ehen
Lhat cuts off the dnformation.
Nobody can pretend obtherwisa. For
government members to speak in
opposition, A G they haue, andl
pretend otherwise 1s stupid in the
extroeme  For  brying  to  blindfold
the devil in the dark.

TF such Fees st be paid by MHAs,
Lhen they are a legitimate expense
which MHAs c¢an expeck Lo recover
from goverrment because Lthey are
incurring Cheat expanse in Lhe
proper discharge of their duties.

There is not much more involved in
this resolution than bthat. The
only thing that 1is involved is to
ensure that MHAs do not have to
pay these exorbitant fees to get
access Lo information.

Only, Mr. Speaker, a government
Fhat is ashamed of the information
in dts record, only a government
Ehat wants ko be secret and hide
things from the public would
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impose Fees of this kind.

You are doing Lhat all the time.

MR. WELLS:

That is what +this 1s all about,
Mr .  Spaeaker, That  ds  why Ehis
resolution 1is there, to ensure
Lhat  the public of this Province
has access to the information that
govermnent obviously wants bto hide
and secrete behind high fees.

MR. PEACH:
You should give us your
information.

MR. WELLS:
Tt is a Tlegitimate expense, Mr,
Speaker.

MR. PEACH:
Put your stub on the table.

MR. WELLS:

Mr . Speaker I sti1l1l  want Lo
continne speaking Lo this bill and
I would ask you to name that hon.
member, oven if he is not din his
own seal, 14f he cannot keep quiet
and allow others the courtesy of
speaking in this House.

GOME_1ON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):

Order, pleasal T would ask all
hon. members to please he silent.
If yolil are nok interested in
listening to the hon. member's
speech, T am. a0, would  you
please be quiet,

MR. WELLS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The simplest approach is Lhat
provided Ffor in  the resolution.
If the 'government can justify, and
T can well understand that Uthere
are- circumstances where Uthey can
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justify charging higher fees,
provided that it does nobk really
effectively emasculate the

provisions of the Act, There are
circumstances where they can be
justified.

But this resolution does not
request that Lhose fees he

eliminated altogether. It simply
requests khat members of the House
of Assembly he exempt from paying
Lhe fees as bLhey oughlt ko Dbe,
where the requests are made in the
pursuit of btheir duties as membars
of the House of Assembly.

Therae is 1o justification For
treating it otherwise, unless the
govarnment wants to go through the
procedure of reimbursing MHAs for
bhe expenses incurred and Lhat
seems a pointless waste of time.

During the debate last Wednesday,
T heard two or Lhree speakers who
were speaking on  the government
side express great horror at the
fact thalt MHAs on the Opposition

side of Lhe House gathered
information and made that
information available to the
public, to the news media. That
was the objection, Lhat Lhey

obhtain the dinformation and the
next day it appeared verbatim in
The Evening Telegram or The
Sunday Express or on gomae
television programme. That was
Lhe objechtion.

What do hon. members think we are
going Lo do wilh the informmation,
hicde dt, pul 4t dn a drawer so
Lhat nohody Can saea  ii? MNe
purpose of Opposition members
obtaining informakion is in order
to state their position on the
issue  amnd  ensure bthal  the public
at large in the Province are
properly informaed, That 1is the
duty of the Opposition, or have
Lhey Forgotten that? We'll, they
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had better 1learn it fairly soon
because they are going Lo have Lo
discharge that duty shortly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker, bthat is no reason ho
condemn this resolution, because

Opposition menkrers mak e Lhe
information available to the media
or Jdisclose the dnfFormation bthat
they have obtained through The
Freaecdon of Tonformation Nct. Theat

is the duty of the members on
side of lLhe House.

I would agree, Mr. Speaker, Cthat
any member of the Opposition who,
if he were exemptl fFrrom the
provisions af The Freedom of
Information Act, simply tLried to
avoid The Freedom of Informalbion
Act, obtain the information in the
membaers name and  turn it over Lo
the media, I would agree Lhat
would be a subterfuge under Lhe
act, and there should he no
exemption in that case.

T agree that that is not bthe right
approach.

MR. BUTT:
Will the Leader of bthe Opposibion
permit a question?

MR. PEACH:
No, no!

MR. WELLS:
Fowill permil a quesbtion, sure,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Culture,
Racraation and Youth,

MR. BUTT:
As hon . gaentleman asplres o
hecome Premier of +the Province,
does he feel that he should come
under the Conflict of  Tnterest
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legislakion as other wmembers in
the House do?

MR. SPFAKFR:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. WELLS:

The stupidity of
uribelievable. of course, T
shonld! ol course, T should
totally and fully, and I am, and
the hon. wember is gqoing Lo get
one whopping ¢great surprise one of
these days that he will not Tike
very much. Anyway, we will see
when that time comes.

Lhe question -is

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ooh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. PATTERSON:
A point of order, Mr,

Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Placentia,

MR. PATTERSON:

Mr. Speaker, what is sauce for the
goose is sauce For the gandaer, T
do not think the Leader should be
exempt. from providing this House
with dnformation as to where his
salary is cowing From. I think he
shiould be made tell that and put
haefore the bar and Flogged,

MR, SPEMNKER:
To that point of order, there is
no point of order.

The hon. Lhe Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. WELLS:

The stupidity of +the hon. member
(inaudible).

MR. PEACIH:
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Ts everyone stupid but you?

MR. WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, it is disclosed in
total, totally disclosed, the same
as, T asswne, Lhe Premier's Hs.

I do not infer that the Premier's
salary is coming From #ny
particular person, or two or three
persons. r do not dinfer bhat, Ik
may be, I do not know that., It is
coming, T assime From the
Conservative Party, the same as
mine comes From Lhe Liberal Party,
from all of the donations made to
it. That stupidikty 1is not worth
attention,

Mr. Speaker, I would like to get
back to the resolukion at hand
because this dis dimportant. The
hon. genkleaman opposite might
think that this 1is dinsdignificant
and the people of this Province
are not worthy of their attention,
that they can sit and play clown
in this House day after day after
day and entertain one another.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELIS:

Well, I have a higher regard and &
higher respect for the taxpayers
of this Province. I have a much
higher regard for the lLaxpayers of
this Province than those people
who are performing as entertainers
and clowns on the opposite side,
day after day in this House. We
should attend to the matters that
are the subject mabters of debate
in this House, -

Your salary.

MR. WELLS:
not that nonsense.

MR. PEACH:
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Your salary,

MR. PATTIRSON:

"Harry' ds din  the gallery, now
boy, be careful. Go easy on 1k
today, the pay master is up.

MR. WELLS:

One of these days, Mr. Speaker, we
may even hear an original thought
from tUthe seat. So far, we have
nok. Tt is Lthe same Lhing, day
after day, but that is too much to
expect perhaps, of that particular
midnd .

Mr. Speaker, bhack to the issues in
this debale, Tt is fwportant For
the taxpayers of this Province; it
is dmportant for the wmaintenance
of democracy din this Prouvince - if
hon. members want ko lavgh at il
Lhat ds up Lo them. They can tell
the public that they sib here -in
the House and laugh at. And they
Taugh at tha pithic anc the
taxpayers. Tt is not important, T
suppose, Lo the public to have
full and unrestricted access to
Information about bhe expendibures
of tLaxpayers dollars. That 1is
important to the public, and we
will stand up constantly for the
right to have that information.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, in order Lto enablae
members sitting on the Opposition
side of the House Lo properly
discharge their duties to the
Laxpayers of bthis Province, they
must have, at least as much access
to  information as bthe press, or
anybody in this Province, any
rasident of bhe Province has who
can pay for it.

UF the media want to pay $500 to
obtain it, the taxpayers of Lhis
Province must have access Lo Lhal
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through their members who sit on
Lhe opposite side of bhe House.

AN HON. MEMBER:
For nothing?

MR. HISCOCK:
For nokthing.

MR. WELLS:

They are the taxpayers. They own
ik, No, T do not want it For me,
I want it for the taxpayers. That
is what T am doing. T am looking
after the interests of the
Laxpayers. And Lhe sooner members
opposite realize that, the more
respecl the lLaxpayers are going to
have for them. At  this point,
Lhey obuviously do  not  recognize
that. It ds  time, Mr, Speaker,
Lhat thaey did recogmize il

That s bthe sole purpose of khis
resolution. This resolution s
not. ko get & fres ride fFor any
particular portion of the news
media or any particular group, it
is simply to enable the Opposition
members of this House to have full
and unrestricted access to public
informakion in  order to  enable
them to discharge their duties.
How any member could vote against
that, I cannot possible
understand. To vobke against 1t,
Mr . Speaker, a proposal that
members of the House of Assembly
require the dinformation for the
norinal. pursuit of their dubies, is
to say the taxpayers of Lhis
Province do not have the right to
know . No member of this House, I
sugges i, Mp . Spaakaer, can  vobe
against that . Thank you, M .
Speakar .

SOMEHON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. BPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier,
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PREMIER PECKFQRD:

Mr. Speaker, I had not intended to
spaeak in  this debate, bul  in
Tistening to the Leader of the
Opposition T felt obliged to get
up . How c¢an the Leader of the
Opposition gelt up on this business
of Freedom of InfTormation and talk
in his powpous way about anambers
of 1Lhe House of Assembly and how
we  conduct ourselves here, as he
just. did?  Why does the lLeader of
the Opposition not  take a Lrip,
take CP Air over Lo London and sit
down in Lhe House of Comnons over
there and see how these things
work?

T understand when people come inko
Lhe galleries and not
understanding the cut and Gthrust
of debate or what goes on in this
House they, Ffrom *time to time,
will say, Well, they are only a
bunch of clowns in bthere, and all
Lhe rest of it But this
Legislature, this dipstitukion s
not one where euveryhody comes in
and  sits  down  and  Folds Lheir
hands and acts in a certain
manner. There are various
comment.s made hack and forth
across Lhe House, and so on, and
that is part of the nature of the
atmosphera, bhe dypamic, almosl,
of a Legislature. And for Lthe
Laacar of ihe Opposibion o
somehow put himself on this ¢illy
pedestal, coming inte ULhis House
and almost saying to all of us in
here - 1 wmean, T object ko il., He
js insulbting me, Mr. Speaker. The
Leadear ofF he Opposition is
insulting  me, and I  think the
majority of the members in this
House of Assambly. He is
insulting us, We do not need any
preaching from that hon. gentleman
oppos ite.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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PREMTER PFECKFORD:

If the hon. gentleman opposite
wanlks to preach that we have no
constitutional right to the
offshore, have no conskibuktional
right to get access to hydro power
in the courts of this Province or
in the courts of Canada, and be
pompons in so doing ik, lebt him do
it But do not let him bring his
pomposity into this Honse and btry
to tell us, who have been here for
many, many years, and others, that
suddenly .we are going to 'change
your behaviour' and all our rules
to accommnodate the lLeader of the
Qpposition. M. Speaker, we do
not need that.

SOME HON. MEMRBRERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Neither do we need an hon .
gentleman to come into bthis House
and get up pompously and talk
abont Freedom of Tnformation when

conflicting stories about his
salary come ount to the public of
Newfoundland. 'Respect Lhe
taxpayers of Newf ourndland @nd

lLabrador,' he says. Well, respect
the people of  Newfoundland and
come out clean. IF the haon.
Laader of Ihe Opposition wants, T
will tahle on the Table of Lthis
Housae wmy income For the last three
of four years, if the lLeader of
Lhe Opposition will do Lhe sanae.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

T will pubt my dincome btax Forms
before him. I will table it. I
have nothing Lo hide.

[f the Leader of the Opposition s
trying to make sOme equation
hetwean the $6,000 T geb From the
£ (e Party to pay expenses as

Leader of Eve Party Lo his
No. 29 R1532
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$50,000, J think there has Lo be
somebthing said aboutl the
difference, Mr. Speaker. T Lhink
something has to he said about Uthe
difference, the $6,000 or ¢$7,000,
whatever 9t is I get a year versus
$50,000 a year, Tt has nok come
out to the public, Mr. Speaker,
that on the one hand the President
of +the P.C. Party says 'I know
nothing abont -it', you know, they
did not know anything about it.
That: is whal happened over Lhere.
That is the problem that the
Leader of the Liberal Party has,
I heard the President of the party
say it That is the problen!
Then 1 read a paper  on tha
mainland which Ealked aboult the
Fact that the federal Liberal
Party is contribulting ko 4k - sowe
federal lLiberal on the mainland
said i, That s the problaem!

The lLeader of Lhe Opposiltion, and

e  knows diL, cannolt win on this
kind of dssue wikh that kind of
controversy circulating around
him. When you ygeb inbo thalt kind
of money bheing contributed to his
salary, you just cannot. There s
no way around dt. So how can you
Lalk about Freadom of
Tnformation? What we are doing
here in this bill is very, very
consistent with what 1is happening
across Canada. It s Tlike so mnany
things in a democracy. Vary
often, when you  blanketly gHive
something, most democracies have
Fo start pubting parameters around
them, because we have a tendancy
in all democracies to abuse and
then to use for our own purposes.

T remember, vears aqgo, whaen we
brought out - was 1t the lobster
Ehing thal gobt into all kinds of
trouble? -~ T think the member for
Twillingaka &S Minislaer of
Fisharies at the time, or it was
before his Lime, aeuen,
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MR. RIDEQUT:

The Gear Replacement Programme?

PREMIER PECKFORD:

The Gear Replacement Programme -
when we started that, or when we
startad some other programne .
This 1s a natural kind of thing.
Most  of the information given
through the budget system, through

Lhe Estimalbes Commitlees and
through answers given in the
House, is all  public. People
know it. What has happened to the
whole Freedom of ITnformation
situation 4s that you have a few
individuals it s always Lrue.

A few bad apples spoil the barrel

who are just around bto make a
faw cheap, political points.
Talking about mak g cheap,
political points, Mr . Speakear,
thalt  dis  whalt  has  happenaed here,
Talking about activity - ancl
hehaviour in  the House, Ehat  ig
what has happened as 1t relates Lo
how people are using The Freadom
of Information Act. That dis what
has happenaed, therefore, you have
Lo put paramelers around it,
because people are only using it
for their own guised political
motives. That i what hasg
happened, Mr. Speaker.

Anybody who stops and sits down
and bthinks knows Lhat when eilbher
a press person or someane from the
Opposition puts in a big, long
question and a whole series of
sub-questions and you send bhat
down to one of the departments, it
somabimes will take Lwo or three
people a week to filter through
all that information.

Talk about: respecting the
Laxpayers! Hero we  have  hwo  or

three people, or more, tied up din
three  or  Ffour or  five or  six
different departments who are not
doing the job which they are being

paid to do. It 1s  then the
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taxpayers are not bheing well
served, because din nore chances
than not, 1t d1s only for some
so~called alleged political scam
that the information was requested
i.n the bheginning, M.  Speaker.
That is what happens.

Arcl for the Leader of the
Opposition Lo geb nup in this House
and 1alk Jike that ds hypocrisy of
Lhe First order, Mr. Speaker, e
cannot do it, and he should not he
o allowed to gelb away with [t

S0, now, if we want to goet incomne
straight, Jel us agree to put on
Lhe Table of [ e Hols e our
incomes: T will table wmine, if the
lLeader of the  Opposition will
tahle his.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER PECKFORD:

But Let us not hear this silly,
foolish, pompous speech Fron Lhe
Leader of the Opposition, as if
somehow all of us have to Forget
and we all have to start anew and
go under a whole bunch of new
rules. No! This Legislature
works okay, Mr. Speaker. Ancd when
it does not, it 1s  then the
Chair's place to step in and bring
order to the Legislature. We are
human beings and we bring wikh us
all the views and concerns and
prejudices and biasaes Lhat we have
as o political party. So do the
people opposita, S0 oo khe NDP.
We w@ll do! TF somehody  says
somathing bthat cubks us  bhe wrong

way, then we go back. We then
shake hands afberwards, or

whatever, and that is the way the
Ehing works. And we gebt our work
done here just as good and just as
efFfFiciently. We are opan more
often. We hear all the statements
by some of the press and some of
Lhe members opposite: 'The House
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has to be open. Government 1s
hiding away . ' And when the
Government House Leader goes and
investigates, he finds out we are
open more days a year than any
other province onr size in Canada,
and not only our size, the larger
Provinces of Nova Scobia and New
Brunswick are nolt open as many
days a year as we are.

SOMFE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIFER PECKFORD:
Aig deal,

MR. RIDEQUT:

Outside of the Federal Parliament,
wa are one of the longest open.

PREMIER PECKFORD:

Yes, we are close, in moskt years,
to the big Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec in the time that the
House dis open.

S0, the Leader of the Opposition
suddenly getting up and preaching
to us people here - T am sure Ulhe
member for  Fortune - Hermitage
does not like being preached Lo by
the Leader of the Opposition. I
am  sure of it T know himnm well
enough for that. He knows how to
act  and  how nolb  to act in  the
House of Assembly.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIFER PECKFORD:

and a lot of the other members
ovar bhera, The same way with bhe
member for Twillingate, and others
who have bean in Lhis House For a
long while. We do not need any
lTecture From the lLeader of Uthe
Opposition, none, about anything

o do with this legislature. We
have been around here and
concducting our husiness. and if

the Leader of the Opposition wants
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to Lad k about Freedom of
Informakicn, Tobt hin table din this
House liis salary and T will table

mine, all of it

SOMIE HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HISCOCK:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Eagle
River.

MR. HISCOCK:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

As was pointed onl by bhe wmember
for Naskaupi, Fraedom of
TnfFormakion is needed in order For
all members of the House of
Assembly ko be able to do their
work. The Premier just made a
raousing speech, and appearad Lo bae
talking off again.

When we asked to have Mr. Craig
Dobhin brought before the Rar of
the House, what did the Premier
say’? Foolishness! No  need of
il The Premier's tactic has
always been to burn bhe tables and
demand that people 1o do their
part. first, before he shows his
hand . If he d1s going to he
Premier and qoing to lead, lebk him
place whatever itk is on the
table. We, on this side, are not
concerned with who gives money to
Lhe Premier of Lhis Province, or
to the PCs, We are not concerned
one bit about that at all. We are
concerned with the high cost of
ecducation for our students in
rural Newfoundland and conditions
i." our hospitals, and  we are
concerned that he dis the highest
paid Premier in bthe country.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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AN HON. MEMBER:
He s not the highest paid leader,
though,

MR. HISCOCK:

Mr. Speaker, you may he inkterestled
Lo know  that they are doing
eslimates in the Province ofF
Ontario, and there dis a hit of a
commobtion bhecause ©the Premnier of
that Province, to operate his
offFice, 1s spending -

DR. COLLINS:

On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER (Greening):
Order, please!

A point of order, the hon. the
Ministker of Health,

NDR. COLLTNS:

Mr. Speaker, this is not a maltlLer
thalt comes up often in Lthe House,
but T think we should bring it up
whenever i1 occurs baecause we wank
Lhe House Lo operate properly.
The hon. the wmamber For Burdgeo -
Bay d'Espoir 1s standing between
the spaeaker and Your Honour, As &
matter of fact, Your Honour could
ot even see khe speaker, Now, it
is against parliamentary practice
for anvone nobt only bto stand but
to pass between the Speaker and
the member given Tleave to addraess
the House, I am glad to see the
hon. wmember has now taken a pace,
has at least moved away. I just
wanted ko hring Ehat o the
attention of the House.

|

T

MR. SPEAKER:
Me hon.
River.

Lhe  member For Eagle

MR. HISCOCK:

Tn  the Province of Ontario, Mr.
Speaker, they are debating Ltheilr
budget: . The Premier just referred
to the big province of Ontario.
The Premier of Ontardio spends $1.6
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mitldon to run Lhe Praemier's

office.

What do we spend here in this
Province, Mr. Speaker? We spend,
Mr. Speaker, 1in this Province on
cur Premier, litkle Newfoundland
and Labrador, with a population of
just over 500,000, we spend $1.2

million. ITn Ontario, the press
and the opposition are upsel

because they are spending $1.6
million an the of ficae ofF Lhe
Premiaer of Onlario.

We also kpow in bthis Province the
Premier has o rent-free home. The
only Ehing bhae Premier OWN s
according to lis wife in an
article, s bthe TV and bthe UCR.
They do not euern own their
dishes. The peopla of
Newfouncdland and Labrador own the
dishes, own the drapes, and own
all the other furnishings for the
house .,

With regard Lo the securiby, Mr.
Speaker, 1in our Province you have
a Royal NewFoundland Constabulary
officer who 1is with the Premier
day and night. He geks his own
salary angd last year the Province
of Newfoundland and Labrador had
to spend $35,000 extra in overtime

S50 Lhat he could carry Lhe
Premier's briefcase and open the
doors o his Timo, his car,

wherever he went and also travel

oubtside the counkry and in it In
actual fact, during Lhe
by-alection in the Windsor

Bucharns, when the Premier went
inta the schools, he euen brought
his bodyguard into the schools
with hiw,

MR. J. CARTER:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for St. John's Norkh.
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MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I could be doing the
memher opposite a disservice bhut,
it occurs to me that he is reading
his speech. Now, if he is reading
his speech, he may have written it
himself, bubt chances are someone
else wrote it for him. Now, there
is nothing wrong with speaking
from extended notes but, I
beliaue, Lhe way he 1is  Tlooking
down ancd Tlooking up that he s
raading his speech and lLherefore
he should table it and just resume
his seal.

MR. HISCOCK:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPENAKER:
The hon, the member for Eagle
Rivaer,

MR. HTSCOCK:

;..

It is amazing what comes out of
Ehe mind of a former Minister of
Education. We know now why former
Premier Moores put him in the
hackbenches and why this past nine
years Mr. PeckFord has nobt brought
him forward.

The main point I am making on this
is that the Premier -

MR. SPEAKER:

Was the hon. member speaking Lo
Lhat point of order?

MR. HISCOCK:
To Lhat point of order, T am
saying there is no point of order,
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:

There [is¢ no point of ordar. TE s
just a difference of opinion
hatwaean bwo hon. gentlemen.

The hon. the member for Eagle
River.

MR. HISCOCK:
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The Preamier of this Province is
one of the highest paid with
ragard to salary, with raegard to
his office, with regard to his
Tiving style, wi th readgard Lo
security, and with regard to the
TiFestyle wikth $200 tips.

What do we have, Mr. Speakaer, in
the OQOpposition? Do we have a

press secrebtary? The government
and the Premier now have twelve
press  secrekaries, Do we have

adequate space with regard to
of fices? No, we do not. We have
two people per office. Do we
have, Mr. Speaker, an execubive
assistant and X number of
secretaries, one per person? No,
we do not, Mr. Speaker,

S0, therefore, Mr. Speaker, when
Lhe Opposition, including bthe NDP
- by the way, two NDP members in
Lhe Hoitse of Assembly and each one
has their own secretary. Fiftean
members of the House of Assewmbly
on the Liberal side, but we do not

have our OLn aguivalent
secretarjes or office space .,

Anyway, we are nol the Lype of
Opposition Lhat gets Up and
complainsg  and says  Lhal  the NDP
are ganging up on us and the PCs
are ganging up on us, ancl
therefore we cannot do our job, as
Lhe NDP have c¢laimed bto gat the
Speaker, the Leader of the Priuvy
Council and the Premier's
attention. In order to shut them
up, they give them a Few crumbs.
We are not concerned with crumbs,
Mr . Speaker. We #rre concernead
with justice and equality and
having democracy in Ethis Province
and making sure that the rules of
this House are carried out and
that the laws are debated and that
the Opposition i allowed ko
perform its job.

What is happening for tLhe
opposition in this Housge Mo,
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since T have been hoere -in 1979,
particularly the Opposition
Laadar, i e ot Al Lowed ko
perform his job. Any time he gets
up koo omaka  a remnark, the Tory
Government over there gets up and
brings up  one  Lhing  only, he
question of salary. 3

It is no business of the
Conservatives or anybody else but
the Liberals. If the Liberals 1in
this Province decide nobk to pulk us
into power because we happen to be
paying Uthe Leader of the Liberal
Party $50,000, then we will bear
the brunt of it. You should not
necessarily waste- your time with
ik, You should be more concerned
with the possibility of @
leadership convention being called
and who you are going to back to
gel your House ‘in order ocver there,

To go back to the Freedom of
Information Act. We have just

Finishad doing Lhe eskimalbes
committees. Our estimatbes
commitlbees are now fFinished, Bt

Lhe Chairman, the member For Ot
John's North (Me., J. Carber), when
we ask our questions to & minister
and Lo a deputy, for  the nost
part, he is quite a good
Chairman. T Qnjoy hein as
Chairman, to tell you the truth.

But when we get that close to
gekting something Ehet ie
pertinent to the people of +this
Province and bto bthe “information on
how money is bheing spent, he
always dnterjects and  basically
says, ‘Well, the minister does not
have to answer that question,' or
'that 1is not a gquestion of fact,
Lhat Ls more of policy, so the
deputy minister does not have to
anpswer  thatb.' Fhe end resull s,
when I ask questions to the

ministers anc to Lhe deputy
ministers on facts and I ask that
tha ministry, whaelher it iw
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Echucation or Healkh or Social
Services or Culture, Recreation
and Youth, that they table the
information, I know that they are
not going to get the information
right away. So I give them a week
or two weeks. What do we get fron
the ministers?

We are now hearing the ministers -
ik ois the first btime T have bheard
it dinm nine years din  estimates
commitbees - when you Find oubt how
the government money is being
spant and scrutinize the budget

the reason why Parliament came
into existence in Lhe First placce,
after the beheading of Charles I,
s Lo gelb  control over noney.
The reason why 2t still dis in
existance is ko collecl money,
dishurse 3t and to make sure thal
it is spent wisely on behalf of
Lhe people. What do we hear now
for Lhe fFirst Hime in nine years
from the Ministers? 'T will take
it under advisemant. T will kake
it under advisement. I may, I may
not . ! There is no such thing, Mr.
Speaker, before when the budget
wa s there, ~whan we did the
budget . Each minister trembled din
Lheir feet when Lkhey come to the
budget committee and to the House
of Assembly when we were doing the
budget. What are they doing now?

This ds a sad thing, vyou know.
What s coming out is all c¢ivil

servants, all ministers, all
hackhenchaers, A the Praemier,

everyhody is taking the lead from
Fhe Premier, and the sbatement is,
and the corollary is to it, 'Do
not give any infFormmation
whalsoever to anybhody. Make it as
diffFicult as possible, wmake ik as
expensive as possible, do not give

out cinformation. ' Wiy ? Bacause
of the incompetency of L.he

ministers, they know Lhalt a Tol of
them Jived high on the hoyg, and
they are afraid ko give oul their
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Parliamenkary secretaries' travel,
and that is where it really came
down ., When we asled the
parliamentary secretary to the
Premier, Lthe last one who is now
the Minister of Social Services,
when we asked for that Lravel
claim, that dis when the Premier
put the boots Lo The Freedom of
Information Act. I cannot afford
$700,

Mr. . Speaker, the main main thing

that comes down ds this: The
Pramier is Tleading the way. e
Praemier is telling all civil

saervants, all Ministars, all
backbenchers, all directors, all
Crown Corporalions, 'Do nok give
out any dnformation to the press.
Take as long as you Jike Lo try ko
get even if they pay for it Aricl
do nol help Lhem in any way with
their work.'

With regard to Lhe  Qpposition
want ing inFormabion, well,
obhviously, the end result 1is, the
govermnent there and ULhe Premier
do not want the Opposition to be
able Lo carry out  their role
effectively. We know they do not
want that, Otherwise, we would
have individual secretaries. We
would have a couple of press
secretaries. We would have office
space . We would: not have Ekhe
ministers complaining about Lhe
cost of telephone calls. We
would, at least, have the Leader
of bhe OQpposition be abhle to usge
the government car he dis provided
with o go wherever he wanbts in
the Province to do the work on
behall ofr 1 he laacher of the
Opposition. But no, that 1dis not
aTllowed.

The atbibude of bhe government the
former Minister of Public Works

suimned  up, Thal. was in bthe 1982
election when we went from 18 down
ko 8. The Minister of  Public
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Works came in and we were cleaning
out some of the bookcases of the
members who were gona. T said Lo
the Minister of Public Works,
"Conld you wait a Few days nnbidl
lhe defFeated members come in from
thaeir districts ancd straighten out
their Owr offices?! He said,
"No . ! They had people  bthrowing
out @ll the things, whether it was
valuable, whether 11 was not, The
Minister of Public Works said one
Lhing, a&and T thing it i the
attitude of the Premier and the
abtitude of the Government. '"TF I
had  my way, I would put the
Opposition in a phone bookh,'
That is the attitude of the
Premier, Mr. Speaker.

Give themn  no information, give
them no research staff, give them
no office space ancl make
everything as difficult as
possible because, if you give bhen
information, if you give them
office space and research, hern
they will find out the {rue state
of the economy, bthe true stalte of
our debt din this Province, the
Erue  fate of Lhe ranning of  the
corporations, the true fate of
Dapartnent of Fducation,
Department of Health, of
NewfFoundland  Hydro, anc varions
olLher departments.

Mr. Speaker, wibth the very Tittle
that we do have, we know what we
brought oul  aboul schools in our
Province, that they are falling
dawn, Foundabtions are crumbling,
there are leaks and there 1is
fanlty elechkricity. We know, wibh
regard to our hospitals, as
pointed out by the member for Port
de Grave today, we know that there
is people - jusk dmagine - and bthe
Minister of Health gets up and
says, 'We should be proud of the
Health Sciences Complex, we should
bhe proud of ikl It s the
cadillac system of our Province!

L1639 May 7, 1988 Vol X1

Tt dis the cadillac sysbemn of our
health care technology and of all
the equipmnent that we have. Al
the other hospitals do not have it
bt it is alb the Healbth Sciences
Complex. We have the specialists
Fhera, !

Can you imagine a person injured,
prepared Lto go +to the operating
room  Lhree days in a row, three
days in a row, because they could
not. go because Lhey could nobt get
a Toperating room. that Wa s
available,

If that is happening, Mr. Speakaer,
at our cadillac system, at the
Healkh Sciences Complex, what do
you think 1is happening out in the
district of Eagle River, or Black
Tickle or in Makkouvik or din Nain,
or, Mr. Speaker, with regard to
the Come by Chance c¢linic? So we
know, M Speaker, iLF o Ehat s
happening in St. John's, what s
happening in the obther areas.

Burt: The Fraedom of  TnFormation
Act, Mr. Speaker, is extremely
important. because this govermment
has claimed that  when Premier
SmalTwood was in this Province for
twenty-one, twenty-—two years,
Lhere was no democracy.,

MR. J. CARTER.:
None alb alll  None ab all.

MR. HTISCOCK:

None at all, says the member Ffor
St., John's North. He was the only
man in the House of Assembhly when
they decided Lo bring Ul
television into the House of
Assembly when the Former Premier
was leaving, he was the only man,
of all sides, who vebtoed ik, That
is what democracy is all about.
At least Mr. Smallwood bhrought
that in.

Mr . Speaker, they say the
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tendering act is their white
angel . Well, wae found oul whakt

happened with the Tendering Act

wi kh Mr . Jimn Morgan gekbing
pavement without tendering. We

have seen okher things happen.

MR. DINN:
You would not say it if Mr. Morgan
was here.

MR. HISCOCK:
That 1is a fact, It 1s a fact Mr.
Speaker, There was an enquiry on

it. Just 1like the member . for
Pleasantuille cian reach clowmn

underneath his desk and get the
MIiFFTin report, Tlike his always
did. So  you  know, all T am
saying, bthere was a report done on
that, and the report ds still
there,

Mr. Speaker, this happens when rot
sels dn, When ministers and back
benchers  know Lhey are decaying,
krnow that the ship ds aground and
know bthalt  Lhe captain is  aboul
abandon ship.

Now, we -have Ethe wmember for White
Bay (Mr. Rideout). The member for
Whike Bay, where he is sikting now
is quite appropriate, Mr. Speaker,
because he krows that the captain
is going to abandon ship, and he
is going to be right nexb to him
to take his place and move up from
the back and take over Lhe helm.
There are a few others over there.

In most cases, Mr. Speaker, the

ministers are firrom the former
Moores Cabinet anc From Mr .
Peckford's and Lthey are a Llired
Tot, They do not Wl the
information on the mistakes that
they have macde For tha past
sevaentltean years Lo gel out,

hecaunse Lhis party s  organizad,
is well equipped, as hard as il s
to gelt Lhings from bthe govarnment,
under the leadership of Mr. Clyde
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Wells, the lL.eader of the
Opposiktion. The government knows
and the Premier knows that if we
had freedom of information, if we
had the secretaries, if we had the
research staff, we would bhe able
to find things that would make the
Foundation of Ethis building and of
this Province rock with what has
happened in the past seventeen
years and what this government has
done Lo our younger people, to our
senior citizens, and to our
ecducators in bhis Province.

That  is why we are not gething

freedom of information, Mi .
Speakaer, Fhat s why we are not

allowed Lo have the necassary
rasearch staff, hecause Lhey know

there is $0 much lying and
corruption an Filih that has
accumulaled out. of the past
sevenbaaen YEArs that Lhey are

afraid 41t dis going to explode any
moment i we  happen Lo gelk o our
hands on freedom of information.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, pleasel

MR. HISCOCK:

Tn concluding, Mr., Speaker, Lhere
is no question that this
governmentk s a draconian
government now and they want to
muzzle all freedom of information,.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Is +the hon. gentleman getting up
on a point of order?

MR. TULK:

No .

MR. J. CARTER:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for St. John's
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North,

MR. J, CARTFER:
Thank you, Mr. Spoaeaker.

There are a few poinks Lo  be
made . T was going to rise earlier
on a point of order, bhecause ‘the

memhber for Fagle River (Mr .
Hiscock) WA S ipsilting the

Sovercign, but it happened to be
Lhat the parbticaolar Sovereign he
was dnsulting was Charles IT. So I
Figuraed it was probably a dead
issue.

A couple of points should be made
right Away. RBaecause so inuch has
been made of +1t, I think it would
be negligent of me not to wmention
il No one pretends that the
Leacder of the Opposition is not
free to accept $50,000 or $100,000
or $150,000 from his own party, T
am sure that some of those dollars
may very well he from Mrs. Malloy
down on Barter's Hill, who happens
bo give a couple of dollars a year
to the Liberal Party. I am sure
that the Leader of the Opposiltion
can say, 'look, this $50,000 is
made up of a greak wany very sinall
contribulions .

But bthe point has bo be made that
because he ds accepling a salary
of  $50,000, $50,000 wmore has Lo
come into the Libheral Party
somahow. Now, T have naintainad
all along — years ago I rose up in
this House and made a resolubtion
trying to reform the Election Act
so  khat monies bthat camne in Lo
political parties would have to be
disclosaed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:
I opted against Timitation, T do
not think Jlimitation will work and

I do not really think it is wise
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for governments to subsidize
political parties. Ik iw an
unresolved guestion in my wmind at
the mowment hut, on balance, I do
not think it is wise.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Whal about unions?

MR. J. CARTER:

Exactly.

I do think that declaration is

vital, { Ehink it 14 no st
important. This latest issue,

which as come Lo a head, about the
Leader of the Opposition's salary,
is one of Lhose situations that
brings this whole matter to a head.

Now, I am gquite proud to have
given money ko the party 1in the
past.

MR. TULK:
Would the hon. member permit a
question?

MR. J. CARTER:
Sure. Go ahead.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the memher for Fogo.

MR, TULK:

As Chairman of that Committee, I
wondaer L he  could  cinForm  Lhe
House just where thal piece of
Tegislation s, hecause we would
like to have it on the Order Paper.

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the moember For St
Norih.

John's

MR. J. CARTER.:

T will answer bthat question. That
Committee's report was not able to
e implemented because of
pac-men, That was the real

stumbling block. What do you do

when you have pac-—-men against
you? Those are political action
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commi Lbaeas . How o you fight them
if you do not have unlimited funds?

MR. TUIK:
Put the Jegislation there, we will
amend it

MR. J. CARTER:

For instance, if Brian Davies
decides Lhat +©the memher for Fogo
should not be re-elected, it is
going to take a lokt wmore than an

ordinary amount of maoney. I do
not know how much wmoney bthe wmember
spends on his campaign. It is

probably T would guess, say
$20,000 bhecause it would cost a
Tok to geb him eleckted, T guess.
But if Brian Davies decides to
mobilize Aall of his seals, all his
trained seals that ds, then the
member will require a  Tob nore
tharn just $20,000 because you will
have to go For

MR. TUILK:

Ts that &l) that has hung it up?

MR. J. CARTER:

Well,  that dis one of the main
Lhings. Thal: was the reason [
would not press 1it, I would not
push ik, unless you can  have
unlimited contributions, I mean,
really unlimited.

MR. TULK: -
Well, let us amend it.

MR, J. CARTER:
I am sure you are not willing to
amend it to bhat extent.

MR. TULK:

Bring in the legislation and you
have the (inaudible).

MR. J. CARTER:

That is only one. Fhe other Lhing
too dis why Lhrow out the baby with
the bathwalber, Wa have « Fairly
good Election Act dn place now and
with $OINe relatively winor
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amendmaents, wou Tl be A quibe
workahle Act.

AN HON. MEMBER:

It certainly serves you well.

MR. J. CARTER:

To answer the member's question,
one of the things that would make
it a very workable act would be to
have a permanent enumeration, &
permanent volters Tist, one that s
updated all of the time so that it
is jusk as updated as the
telephone directory.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:

I think, without Jletting any cats
onl of any bags, bthat this s the
direction we are doing Lo move
in. Fhe Tlate Harvey Cole, who was
the Chief Electoral Officer made
this

MR. TULK:
Mr. Speaker, T wonder would the
hon. member allow & question?

MR. J. CARTER:
Sure, go ahead.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Fogo.

MR. TULK: .

Would he agree, and have his side
agree, let us have now perhaps in
the next three minutes an
all--party resolution to pubt that
bill before the House?

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Haear, hear!

MR. J. CARTER:

T o nob wmind answering questions,
hut T do not dntend to he pubt on
the spol, nor de T pretend bto be
able Lo wise in three minutes. I
amnm sure  btho Opposibtion are  just

No. 29 R1542



doing Ethis to ftry and embarrass
the government.

The Election Act is something bthat
has to he thought very, very
carefully. I do nok see how any
government can bring in a bit of
TegisTation +that s  just Lhrown
together by the drafting clerks
and 1T -considered and  shoved on
this table and  then expeclt @&
TithTe tiny bil of debata. T say
drafting Jegislation ds terribly
hard, very, very hard, and T have
Lhe utmost respect for anyone who
can do ik, [ do nol Ehink you can
draft Jegislation that easily or
Ehat quickly. T raeally do not.

Anyhow, on  The [Llecktion Ack T
think & permanently updated voters
Tist because half your effort is
spent trying to figure out who are
capable and who are eligible Lo
vote, The other thing is
unlimited ability or no break on
the amount of money that you may
spend .

But bhe ma in Ehing is
declaration. Now, we all know,

all of us in this House who cared
to dnquiry dnto 1it, we know that

several proninent paeople are
supporting the Liberal Party

because of bthe need For the parly
to find an extra $50,000.

Now, 1if we knew who those people
waorae,

AN HON. MEMRBFER:
Oh, we know.

MR. J. CARTIR:

We  know who they are, sure. Rut
if we knew for sure, that ds to
say, if our knowledge was able to
be used, we cannot use the
knowlecdge of hearsay. That is not
real knowledge.

MR. TULK:
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Bring 1in the legislation and you
will find out.

MR, J. CARTER:

But 1if we had the real knowledge
of those who are supporting this
party in large sums, then we would
know whaen the liberal Party or khe
Official Opposition gelts up on a
particitlar point whabher thay are
being unduly influenced or not. T
would suggest wmore Fiames than not
that the Liberal Party @is being
uncduly influenced.  This is whabk T
suggest.

I know that 1s a very harsh
acedsation, But I suggest that
memhers opposite know Lthat what T
an - saying s correct  and T am
pretty sure of my grounds. Three
or  Four, possibly Five prominent
people are working the puppet
strings. MNey are pulling Lhe
strings and the hon. gentlemen are
dancing, dancing to their tune,

MR. FUREY:
Would you permit a gquestion?

MR. J. CARTER:
Certainly, a question,

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, I wonder would Lthe
hon, member bl e Lhe draft

legislation that he prepared,
wonld that reqirire Full

disclosure? If it would, why has
Lhat not beaen brought in?

MR. SPEAKER;
Order, pleasel

I recognize the hon. member for
Manihek .,

MR. FENWTCK:

I do not know where this comes in,
asking questions back and Forth.
We gave no leave. We are waiting
ta speak on the whole dssue.
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MR. SPEAKER:
order, please! Order, please!

T understood the hon. member had
fFinished,

MR. J. CARTER:
‘No, no, nol

MR. SPEAKER:
I am sorry about that.

The hon, the member for St. John's
North.

MR. J. CARTER:

Mr. Speaker, I was responding to a
question, as I am willing to do
any time. I think it dis the only
reasonable way to have debate in
this House. If an member opposite
wanks to ask & question, Lhis
allows for a little more dinterest.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. wmember For Sk, Barbae (Mr

Furey) wWas in order on Lhat
occasion, T thought that Lhe hon.
membher Ffor St. John's North (Mr.
J. cCarter) had sal down at  the
time .

MR. J. CARTER:

To answer Lhat gquestion, Mt
Speaker, as fully as I can, the
LegisTlation in gquestion as

drafted +in rough form but it was
not Finalized and has not  bheen
brought before the House because
there still are some outstanding
problems .

MR, FUREY:
But would it not have required
disclosure?

MR. J. CARTER:
Tt would have
disclosure.

required full
MR. FUREY:

WelT, bring il din.
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MR, J. CARTER:
That 1s only part of it. The
olhar thing we were recommending -

MR. HODDER:
The Leader of the
should show an example.

Qpposition

MR. J. CARTER:

The other thing (al€ Were
recommending was some bax

deductions.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Oorder, please!

MR. J. CARTER:

Nouw, we cannot influence the
Federal govermnent because bthalb is
not within our competence but it
is within oir competence Lo issue

provincial tax credits, or
provineial ax deductions Far

monies that are contrihuted.

Anyhow, I should continue with the
real subject bthat T gol np on, and
that is that the Premier was
somewhat. wrong when he gob up Lo
speak. He saicd that Lthere was &
great deal of cost involved in

getting information for the
Opposition. He said a lot ofF

¢ivil servants would have to be
asking questions and wriking down
the answers. What he neglected Lo
say was that an equal number of
civil servants would be answering
those questions.

If you are going to ask me
involved queskions Lhat Lhe
Opposition are inclined to do,
Ehen yau have to charge
accordingly, otherwise the
frivolous quastions thakt are going
to be asked, the wvery long and
delailaed guestions that are going
to be asked could -~ well, they
would wnol hankrupt Lhe govermnent,
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but they could certainly cost many
tens of tLhousands of dollars. T
think 1t 1s only reasonable that
reasonable charges be made for
this information.

To suggest Ehat members opposite
should have free and unlimited
accaess Lo information, L kthink,
would be a great mistake. It just
would not  work ancl they  have
proven it. They have shown that
when we are willing to give bthem
answers, they ask for the most
detailed answers and 1t juslt costs
money, not Lo mention all the
paper,

The hon. Ehe wmewmber for Forlune
Hermilage (Mr. Simmons), T think,
whiskling €1s nok  speech, so it
cannot bhe considered an
interrupkion.

AN HON, MEMBER:
(Inaudible) swan song.

MR. J. CARTER:

The hon. the wmember For Fortune -
Hermitage made a lot more sense
before his operation. However, T
understand they only took half of
it. Maybe bthey will take Lhe
other half later on.

Now, the Liberal Party have
complained aboul their quarters,
I have seen their quarters down
Lhere amd nobt only are bthey very
good, hut they are being added to,
and for them to complain about the
quarters that we are offering them
is certainly

AN HON. MEMRBER:
(Tnaudible) Harvey Cole.

MR. J. CARTER:
Yes, it was shocking,

T remember Lthe kind of OQOpposition
quarters that were afforded bLhe
Opposition when this party was in
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opposition. It was one room,
wall, one and a half rooms to be
fair. There were o couple of
phones.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. member's time has elapsed.
Tt s now bwenlby minubes bto six.
Fhe -hon. the member for Naskaupi.

SOME._HON . MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. KELILAND:

T oan pleased, Me. Speaker, thalb my
private members' motion hrought
Forth such -interesting debate, I
have to say, 1t was probably some
oF Lhe wmosk interesting debate
that I have heard in tLhe last bLwo
or three years on privabke members'
motions. It obviocusly stirred a
lot of fintereskt on bokh sides of
the House and apparently a lot of
concern on the government side,

T say that because Four of the
speakers from the government side

e e Former Liberals. I &in
talking about, of course, the
Minister of Fisheries (Mr,

Rideout), the member for Bellevue
(Mr, Callan), the mennbar For
Torngat Mountains (Mr . Warren),
aned  the Fourth heing the Premier.
Although he never sal din  this
House as  an Opposition [iberal
member, he was a recognized part
of the 1iberal Parlty at one time,

What ds dinteresting aboul Lhat s
Lhat  Juslt & short  Linme ago we
witnessed the Premier rush dnto
the House Lo say a Feiw wards in
this debate and rush back out, bhut
T took noke that bthere was not one
single reference to the dssue at
hand, not one, There was nok one
reference to the motion itself,

No. 29 R1545



Tnstead, the hon. the Premier took
tha opporbtunity o laurch yal
another personal attack - there is

no other definition for the
performance - on the Leader of the
Oppositian, This has been  Lhe
norm of this House for some
considerable time. We  have all

wilnessed it

By the way, the Premier only took
nine minutes Ehig Lime, which
probably marked the first time
gince 1979 tLhat he could nok or
would not use hig full twenty
minubes. His quick appearance on
stage, as he tried to say what the
norn  of the House was, was a
sham.

The norm of this House, under the
PackFord Administration, has bheen
to rise in your place, as a
govermaernt member, and launch Tow
down - there ds no other way to
say it personal aktacks on kheir
colleagues dn the House of
Nssembly on this side of hthe Honse
of Assembly. Now, that is the
norm. e norm that +the Premier
tried to say was the case s not
S0, T is a Falsahood, It s not
proper, Tt 48 not accurate.

Bul., having the Premier rush in
and spaak For his bare RN
minutes, a very animated nine
minultes, almost an  example of a
sort of paranoid egomania being
porktrayed by Lhe Premier, that

only sErves, in my mind, to
emphasize the importance of this
motion. Not only does it

emphasize the importance of bhis
motion, it emphasizes, in my mind
and in  the mwinds of many, how
scared the government i1is of the

motion. I said, "What are you
scared of,' in my opening remarks
last Wednesday. Tt just goes to

show how scared the government is
of Lhis particular simple mobtion,
which has a simple, plain purpose.
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Now, in listening to the remarks
of S OIne of the other Former
Liberals, who did sit in the House
as  Opposition members, we would
have to assume that to one degree
or analher, Mr Spaaker, Lhey
performed some of the functions in
Lhedir rolaes as Oppos-itiaon
members . We have to assume that
to a greaker or lesser degree and
to the best of their particular
individual abilities they
performed their functions. The
memher for Bellevue, Lthe memnber
for Torngat Mountains, and the
Minister of Fisheries, all abt some
time in their role as Opposition
memnbers asked gquestions of
government because they recognized
thakt thabt was their role, that was
their function, in this House, to

question and examine he
operations and +the spendings of
governmaent . We woild have [

assume, within reason and limited
by their own personal abilities,
they carried oul those functions

to Lhe bhest of those abilities.

Now, aflter their 'Tory awakening,'
and T think the member for Torngatlk
Mo btains used thalt  bermn ina
press interview, after their Tory
amakaning, and  bthe newest  Taory

awakening hy Lhe memher for
Bellaevue, Lhey have now  changed
their total approach S0 that

information o government
operations and spending is no
longer available to kthe official
Opposition and should not be made
public in any way. MMey wish to
maintain the wall of secrecy that
the Peclkford Administration
continues to strengthen and build
around us.,

T was ‘interested dn one of the
comments that the member For
Rallevne made, in Ehat: he
questioned the wording of the
molion, where 1 used e term

"particularly Lhe official
No. 29 R1%4.6



Opposition." I will tell the hon.
member and any obther member that
wants to know that the reason why
I chose bthe words "parkicularly
the official Opposition" is
becasue khe official Opposition is
particularly charged with the
responsibility of exanining whak
the government is doing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, KEILLAND: i

Tt dis dnteresting that he should
euan raise bhe question bhecause 0
the member does not know why the
Opposition neads govarmneni
information, 1t dis certainly no
wonder in oy amind why he now sits
over there,. He only confirms what
has been said and believed bin the
Province, that he was not
acdequately Fulfill-ing his role
over here, because he did not krnow
what Fhe role was. Now he sibts on
the olther side and he has become a
Tory. He has had his Tory
awakening.

I should make one other point, and
I do not intend to be personal at
all, hut when the member  For

Bellevue was talking ahout
informatkion out of Lhe Liberal
caucus, I suggest ko the

government caucus bthey take heed!

SOME HON. MFMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KIFLLAND:

Take heed of what this wmember
believes, or how he Ffeels, his
respaect  for the confidentialily
and the sanctity of caucus. Re
awarae!

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RETD:
I heard you say only for Joe
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Goudie you would he a PC. I heard

you say that yourself.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. KELLAND:

T suppose it is fair For me Lo say
that only Ffor me Joe Goudie would
still be in kthe House, too.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEFAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KFELLAND:

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, T know
you are going to conktrol khe crowd
on the other side, but I do not
raally il bhecause when they
heckle, you know you are geblting
to them, and bhat is a guaranteed
certain fact. So  how aboulb 1t
hoys, T can yell to.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. KELI.AND:

I think the words exorbitant
charges and exorbilitant cost came
up somewhere in the debate. It is
interesting that one of the people
who used the word exorbitant costs
was Lhe hon. bthe President of the
Council (Mr. Simms) . I mak e
reference Hansard, April 27,
L1250, in which the President of
the Council satdid, "We wmuskt recover
all of tLthose exorbitant coslts."

So [ guess he is  now  admithing
that the costs and charges are
axorhbitant . Ml dis just a point.

T wot 14 “also T1ike to malk e
reference to another Former

lLiberal, Up Lo  now, wilkh due
respect, I bhelieve he has been
very Forthcoming as a minisber,
and I am referring to the Minister
of  Fisheries. L am nob  saying
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Fhat he was a former |liberal -in
any derogatory sense, bul I liked
his term. Bacansoe, as T said
carlier, when he was an Opposition
namber  he obuviously had bthe need

Lo obtain information from
govermnent: and of ten askad
questions, and when il was denied
him, he was very upset. Had  he
been charged $400 or $500 for the
informabion, he prohably woulud

have bheen extremely upsel. He
described my mobion, in Hansard,
same date, page R1263 - -I would
Tike Eko say this all over again,
hecause I think it is interesting.

MR. WARREN:
(Inaudible) in Goose Ray,
yesterday.

MR. TOBIN:
Yes, Son, where were you?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, ohl

MR. SPFAKER:
Oorder, please!

Order, please!l

MR. KELLAND:

The Minister of Fisheries says,
"and this resolution, Mr. Spaeakaer,
is puffery. Tt ds not worlth the
picce of paper ik is weibkten on.'
T Lhank the minister for Lhat
comnent . T sincerely Uthank hiw,
hecause T was doing what my job

dictataes T shorld do, asking
questions of government . To
exband Fhat Lo iks logical

conclusion, does bthat mean that
when Ehe Minister of Fisheriaes was
an Opposition member asking
questions of the government thatk
every single guestion he euer
asked in this house was puffery
and not worth the paper it was
writbten on, or the time it Look to
ask 17 Bacause that is the
Togical conclusion thakt one can
draw from that kind of & comment,
Mr. Speaker, T Ehink that -€is wmore
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than ohuvious.

Now, we should talk about some of
the comments from the member for

Torngal  Mounbains, the  Minislber
responsible for Northern
Developmenl: . Again  there is nNno

intention of any kind of a
personal alltack on  the man, but
using his own words, let me tell
yoir  Lthe level the hon. genbleman
brought the debate to, I will
give vyou a reference: Hansard,
same date, R1271. I probably
cannot do it exactly as he did it,
I do not have the experience of
Lhe House Ehat he does, but I can
use his words. "Anyway, T would
have Lto say +if there are, Mr,
Speaker, any members in this
particular House who are sneaky
and sleazy - I do not know if I am
allowed Lto use those words, Mr,
Speaker. If I am not, I withdraw
them - and krying bto bhe smark, I
think they are the BRobbsey Twins;
they sibt next to each obther down
there, the member for St. Barbe
and  Lhe member For Naskaupi. Mr.
Speaker, for him to say that on
reasoniahlae notice information
should be given!" I  thank my
collaagna  From Labrador for thak
comment, and I thank him for
showing Lhae people he represents,
the people of Labrador, and the
people of the Province bhae quality
we now have representing Labrador
in Cabinel. I bthank him For that.

MR. BATRD:
If you had crossed the floor first
(inaudible) got ik,

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. KELLAND:

Now, anolther thing I have to thank
the hon. the member for Torngat
Mountains for. T helieve, 1in the
debate in which our Jleader was
participating, there e e sone
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backbench commnenls that somae  of
the things he was saying were
incorrect, ko puik ik politely, T
suppose, hut the inference was
there, in fact the statement is
clearly there 1in Hansard and I
refer you ko comments by the
Minister responsible for Northern
Development, R1273: 'Tn what Lhey
are doing,' the hon. gentleman
satd, ‘they are agents For The
Sunday Express

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. KELILAND:

T thank the hon. gentleman For
that . Again, il doaes nokhing wmore
than exemplify the Jleuvel to which
we  have come, the level and the
gualily of the representation a
great:  of  reglon of Labrador now
has 3 the Provincial Cabinet.

And, yoilr  know, in e way,  Mr.
Speaker, T am almost as guilty as
Lhe Praemier in this almost as
guilty as the Premier - because
For two and a half years T called
on  the Premier and suggesbed to
him by different methods in the
House, in  the media and every
other way, that we should have
Cabinet representation from
Labrador.

The +trouble 1is, Mr. Speaker, at
that time, and probably for Lhe
last time they will have that

many , Lhere WA s only one
government member 1in all of the
Four Labrador seaks, So, the

Praemier eventually took my
suggesktion, and L thank him for
that, and they named the hon. +the
membaer For Torngal Mounltains as, T
heliwve, Tiurst, Minisler of
Northaern Development. and later aon
Minister responsible Ffor Northern
Development: . T bhelicve Lhalb s
how il went.
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Now, T have to say that T looked
for that, but I also looked for a
cooperativanass belween all
Labrador members so that we could
accomplish Ethings Ffor the region

we collectively represent. Now
perhaps bhe represents it dn a

broader sense than any individual
district representation, but I had
hoped for a fairly good level and
T have an extreme difficulty -in
helieving that that hon .
gentleman, who was so vocal in the
House of Assembly as an Opposition
member, literally howling in the

media, asking questions and
complaining andd ruUnmning clown
government every time they would
nat give vim informat ion he

needed, oW, in his new  role,
which really still s not clearly

defined - T understand hi s
department consisls of himself and
two olthers - is gquestioning

whelher the OQpposiltion has a right
Lo inFormation.

In Lhe course of his debate, and T
kind of got a kick out of it, he
macle reference Lo The Sunday
Express arkticle in which he said
something about the fact that he
had to have a tuxedo and he had
three choices: he could have
bought one Ffor some amount of
money, he could have rented one
for some amount of money, or he
could have borrowed mine. You can
have my spare, actually, hon.
member, any time you want it, and
have it cubk down For you.

So, with these three choices, he
decided e} go for the rental.
Now, T do nol object -~ he missed
the point of the whole thing - to
him renting & buxedo iF he does
not own one ., Many members
probably do not own a buxedo, Rut
what I suggested in Lhat arlbicle,
and T only bring il up now because
he dintroduced the information dinto
the debate, is Lhalt when bthe hon.

No. 29 R1549



member rented Lhe tuxedo he forgot
the Fact that he had his sessional
indemnity, he Forgot bthe fact that
he had his other allowances, the
money we use For bhosa purposaes,
and he put that money din his
pockel. and then rented the tuxedo
and charged it, additionally, up
to  bthe government. So, in actnal
fact, dm that dnstance that hon.
genlleman was paid twice For the
same rental. Now that dis the only
point Lhal Wa s nadle in Ghiat
paper. The hon. gentleman choose
to bring it up in this debatae, and
T am only responding in  that
manner, Mr. Speaker,

Tn bthe Few minutes T have left,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to make
reference directly to wmy motion

where it says: "WHEREAS the
access Lo information relating to
Governmeant: operation is an

essential element faor Ehe
performance of duties of Members
of the House of fissembhly,
particularly the Official
Qppos ition;" - { have answeread

that for Lhe member Ffor Bellevue,
if he did not know whak thak meant.,
"AND WHEREAS Ehis infFormabion
should be readily
Memhers of the House of Assemnbly
on rewssonable notice;" -~ we are
not unreasonable people, We givae
you plenty of time within the
structure of the Act, whether Lthe
House s 1in sesgsion or not, and

thatl s whals i dmportant.
Recause when the House dis not in
$eesLoN he govaernmaent i nolt:

accessihble to us, we cannot get
the information, we do nobk have
access to Oral Question Period or
the Order Paper, and bkhat is why
that 1is there.

"BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the
regulations be amended Lo provide
that any charges, which might

normally apply to agents or
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available to

agencies oukts lde Ehe House of
Assembly, be waived for Members of
the House of Assembly who require
the dinformation for the normal
pursuit of their doties ™

Nowhere, despite bthe debate by
government members, despite the
red herrings and he smake
screening, nowhere did I make
referaence ko Lhe fact khat bhey
should or should not charge
anyone, obher than the members of
the House of Assembly.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that brings my
comnenkts Lo a c¢lose. T puk  the
motion and I respectfully request
that you call the queskion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Is the House ready For the
question?

MR. SPEAKER:
AT Ehose Gy favour of the
resolution please say 'Aye'.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Aye:

MR. SPENAKER:
A11l those against the resolution,
"Nay ',

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Nay .

‘MR. SPEAKER:

Thae Nays have il The motion i
defeated.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Division.

Division
MR. SPEAKER:
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Call +in bthe wmembars.

At thosa in Favour of the
resolution, please stand:
The hon. Lhae lLeacder ofF Lhe

Opposition (Mr. Wells); Mr .
Efford; the hon. Me. Simnons; Mr.
Tulk, M™Mr. Baker; Mr. Barry; Mr. W.
Carter; Mr . Gilbert,; Mr . K.
Aylward, Mr. Hiscock; Mr. Kelland;
Mr. Furey; Mr., Lush; Mr. Decker.

MR. SPEAKER:

All those against the resolution,
please stand:

The hon. the Minister of Fisheries
(Mr. Rideoul); Lhe hon, Lhe
Minister of Public Works and
Servicaes (Dr.  Twomey); Lhe  hon.
the Minister of Education (Mr,
Hearn); bthe hon. the Minister of
Municipal Affairs (Mr. Brell); the

hon. Lhe Minister of Foraest
Raesources (Mr. R. Aylward); the
hon. the Minister of Rural,
Agricul tural and Northerr
Development (Mr. Power); the hon,
the Minister of Health (Dr.

Collins); bthe hon. bthe Minister of
Tntergovernmenlal Affairs (M,
Dawe); the hon., bthe Minisbaer of
Mines (Mr. Dinn),;, the hon. the
Minister of Career Development and
Advanced Studies (Mr., Matthews);
the hon. bthe Minister of Culture,
Rec¢reation and Youth (Mr. Butt);
Lhe hon. Lhe Ministlter of
Environment and Lands (Mr .
Russell),; the hon, the Minister of
Social Services (Mr. Tobin); the
hon. Lhe Minister responsible Ffor
Northern Development (Mr. Warren);
Lhe hon. the Minister responsible
for Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing (Mr. Peach); Mr. Parsons;
Mr. Greening; Mr. Reid;, Mr. J.
Cartaer; Mpr. Baird; Mr. Hodder; Mr,
Woodford; Mr. Callan.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The vote s twenty-three ageainst,
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fourtean For., The mot ion s

defeated,

DR. COLLINS:

Mr . Speaker, just bheFore we
adjourn,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Heallth,

DR. COLLINS:

I guess this matter dis known, but
just to make sure, Lthe Resource
Committee will meet Lomorrow at
nine-thirty to consider the
estimnates of the Department of
Rural, Agricultural and Norbhern
Development . At eleven-thirty, I
understand, ik is Fisheries.

AN HON. MEMBER:

No.

DR, COILLINS:
N Flisherias?
finished, ds it?

Fisheries i

AN HON. MEMRER:
That +is right,

T dis  bhe Department of  Social
Services tonight, the Social
Services Comnitbtee, then Lomorrow
we will go back to the Meech lLake
Dabate.

MR. SPEAKER:

The House stands adjourned until
tomorrow, Thursday, at 3:00 p.mn,
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