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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Lush):
Order, please!

Statements by Ministers

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. DICKS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

As Minister responsible for the
Office of the Legislative Counsel,
pursuant to Section 18 of The
Statutes And Subordinate
Legislation Act, I am required to
lay before the House of Assembly a
copy of the subordinate
legislation filed under that Act.
Accordingly, I table the editions
of The Newfoundland Gazette
published between April 8, 1988
and May 12, 1989,

MR. SIMMS:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon, the
Opposition House Leader.

MR. SIMMS:

It appears to me what the hon.
minister has there 1s probably
something that should be tabled
under reports and probably has
just dinadvertently risen at the
wrong occasion, because it does
not sound like a statement.

Oral Questions

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

My question, guite naturally
today, is to the Ministaer of
Health (Mr. Decker), whom I would
have to refer to today as the
Schizophrenic Minister of Health.
I would like to refer the minister
to a letter that he wrote to the
Chairman of the Hospital Comnilbtee
in St. lLawrence in August of 1980,
where he inforined the Chairman of
the Committee how proud he was Lo
wear their button, supporting the
continuation of  thedir hoepital,
which T am wearing one of today,

and it reads ‘I support the
continued operation of the U.S5.
Memorial Hospital.' As well, he

attacked the Tory party For
closing down rural Newfoundland

and shutting down schools,
hospitals and Fish plants, and
said: "IF we are going tao keep

rural Newfoundland, then we have
to find a way to keep schools,
hospitals, employment and
everything else 1in Newfoundland"
and Labrador open. On page 2 he
SayYys: "If the will is there, it
can be done.

So, Mr. Speaker, my question to
the minister is: How could he, 1in
such a short Ltime, from being an

Opposition health critic to
becoming Minister of Health today
in this Province, a vary
responsible position, change so
much? Why did he make such a
brutal and callous decision on the
St. lLLawrence and Grand Bank

hospitals?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.
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MR. DECKER:
Mr Speaker, I thank the hon.
member for his question.

I should say right off +the top,
Mr. Speaker, 1if the hon. memher
wants to make this a political
issue it 1is up to himself. This
government has no ulterior motive
of doing any harm to the people in
Grand Rank or St. Lawrence or
anywhere else 1in this Prouvince.
What we are doing 1s we were
entrusted on April 20 to get out
and to spend the health dollars
belonging to the people of this
Province, We were dnstructed to
spend tham wisely, Fairly, and
spend them so that we can deliver
the best possible health care that
we can deliver for the dollars
that we have. Now that is the
tone, that 41s the environment that
we are warking in when we attempt
to do something with the few
health dollars that we have. We
attempt Lo give the best medical
care that we can give under the
rules that we have to play with.

Now as for the letter, Mr,
Speaker, I happen to have the same
letter here. I stand by this
letter just as strongly today as I
did din 1986. There dis nothing
said in this letter which

contradicts what I am saying
today. The hon. minister says
that we are going to tear down
rural Newfoundland, The last

paragraph says: "If we are going
to keep rural Newfoundland, then
we have +to find a way to keep
schools, hospitals, employment and

everything else in rural
Newfoundland." Now, I believe
that and I mean that. On August
13 if someone in $t. Lawrence, ar

someone in Grand Bank, needed the
services of a specialist they had
to come to St. John's to do it.
We are today going to open extra
beds in Burin, which by my
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definition ds rural Newfoundland.
That dis rural Newfoundland, Mr.
Speaker. So, din answer to tLhe
letter he quoted, which is @
little bit off the topic, I am as
committed today to Burin, to Nain,
and to other parts of rural
Newfoundland just as much as Lthe
hon. member is.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

A supplemnentary, Mr. Speakaer.

I would challenge the minister to
wear the very same button that he
so proudly wore just a short time
ago. As well, I do not know of
any cammunity in Newfoundland that
is any more rurad than St
Lawrence, Little St Lawrence,
Lamaline, Point May, Grand BRank,
Fortune, Garnish or Frenchman's
Cove, That ds rural Newfoundland
to me. That 1s what it means.

I would like to as the ministaer
what will happen to the patients

now accommodated in the Sk,
Lawrence and Grand Bank
hospitals? What will happen to

the employees, the 110 employees
now employed? Will they end up on
the welfare rolls of this
Province? What this government is
doing, dis this another example of
its job creation efforts that the
Premier o] proudly oozed and
talked about in the @lection
campaign? Is this the Jok
creation program?

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Health,

MR. DECKER: _

The first part of the question,
Mr . Speaker, refers to the
patients. On a normal day 1in St.
Lawrence or in Grand Bank there
are clinics in  both of these
hospitals. Pecple come in for
blood checks, people come in to
have their prescriptions renewed,
they come in with colds, they come
in with various 1illnesses, as all
other people throughout the world
have, and that will not change.
The normal day to day operation of
the hospitals in $St. Lawrence and
Grand Bank will not change. We
are closing down the beds. Right
now there are fifty beds in the
two hospitals being operated 50
per cent of the time. Fifty per
cent of that, one quarter of the
beds, are bheing used for chronic

care, It is not the propear
environment for us to be treating
our chronicly 111 people in. I

have to tell the hon. member that
we are very much aware that there
is a problem with chronic care on
the Burin Peninsula. We intend to
address that and we intend to Ffind
a solution to that, but this is
not the right and proper solution,
Mr . Speaker. We are going to
attempt to solve that problem but
you cannot mix apples and oranges,
it is two different problems. The
Royal Commission suggested that in
some cases it might be reasonable
and sensible to change acute care
beds into chronic care beds. That
is possible in some cases but it
is not always possible din all
cases. It might or might not be
possible in St. Lawrence and Grand
Rank, and that has to be looked
at, Mr. Speaker. But we cannot
Jump in and inake these hasty
decisions until we see precisely
whether or not 1t 1s proper for
the people of that area. That is
the first part of the question,
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patients, Mr. Speaker,

The second part of the question is
about employees, The hottom line
is that at the end of Lhe day
there will be some job loss. Yes,
that is a fact. There are
sixty—-six permanent jobs there
right now in these hospitals.
While this Budget Speech was being
read, officials from my departnent
were sitting with the union in our
board room, down in my office, and
they were discussing the problems
wikh employees and Lhey Were
trying to come to some reasonable
conclusion, Mr . Speakar, Mhat
process dis still going on. I
also met with Lthe representative
from the Nurses' Union, so that

has been going on. fhe bottom
line is there will be GOle
employees lost. [ should say,

though, that had Lhe previous
government done what they knew was
right, and had they taken the
proper action, which they knew was
right two years ago, then some of
these employees, a lot of these

employees, could hauve been
absorbed 1into Lthe new hospital in
Burin. You see, 1in the end, if

you make wrong decisions then they
are going to come back and haunt
you. It is just those hon.
members now are not sitting where
we are, they do not have Lo pay
the shot, we have to take the
resullts of their inactions.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, the people in the
Grand Rank and St Lawrence
hospitals did not want to work in
Burin, they wanted Lo work in
their own community. That 1s what
this government has been trying to
push down people's throats the
last sixty days in this Province.
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SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

And the minister should come clean
and be honest in this House
because that is what we are
expected to be here. There are
110 people working in those two

hospitals, not sixty—-six. He
would like wus to believe that.
M. Speaker, another

supplementary: Will the Minister
change his mind and dimmediately
reverse his decision and keap
those two hospitals open?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, it 1is not a simple
answer, nor was it a simple
decision. If it was a simple
answer, if this Prouvince were
filthy rich, and if  we could
afford to put hosptials in Deer
lLake, hospitals in the Leader of
the Opposition's district, in
Great Harbour Deep, if we could
afford to put hospitals in every
single wvillage din this Province,
yes, the answer would be yes, Mr.
Speaker, we would do it. And I
would be the most popular Minister
of Health in the history of
Canada, not just Newfoundland and
lLabrador. I would love Lo be able
to say, "Yes, I will change my
decision and put hospitals
everywhere " But, Mr. Speaker, I
am bound by certain fiscal
realities; therefore I cannot say
yes to Grand Bank and I cannot say
yes to St. Lawrence until I can
say yes to Deer lLake and yes to
Lewisporte and yes to North East
Brook and yes to Eddies Cove

East. When I can say yes to these
questions, Mr. Speaker, then I
will say yes to St. Lawrence and

Grand Bank. Rut in the meantime I
am, in this department, asked +to
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represent all of the people in
this Province ancl spend our
dollars wisely. We W ra nokt
exactly given a very good fiscal
state when we Look auar tLhe

affairs of this Province.
Therefore, we have to do what is
proper and what is right

considering the fiscal restraints
which the hon. members inflicted
upon us.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This time wmy question 1s Lo Lhe

Minister of Finance (Dr.
Kitchen). I would like the
Wordless Wonder, the Confusad

Minister of Finance, to stand n
his place and inform this hon.
House haow much money 1is bhudgeted
this year, in his new Rudget, For
the Grand Bank and St. Lawrence
hospitals. How  much money is
budgeted in the budget Ffor Grand
Bank and $St. lawrence?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker, there is no money 1in
the Budget for these hosptials.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHERWS:

Mr, Speaker, we have sean it
again, the Minister who did not
know the difference betweean a
numerator and a denominator, who
could not calculate a tax formula
that calculated the tax burden of
this Province compared to the rest
of the country, He does not krnow
now 1if there dis a cent bhudgeted
for Grand Bank or §St. Lawrenca
hospitals.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:
There is none, there 1s none,

MR. MATTHEWS:

If you are going to close down the
hospitals immediately, there is
something has to be done with the
patients, there is something to be
done with the staff. Will the
Minister stand in his place, then,
and tell us how much money is in

his new Budget for contigent
arrangements because of these

shutdowns? How much 1s hudgeted
for that?

SOME HON. MEMBRERS:
The Minister of Finance!

MR. WINDSOR:
He is not allowed to speak.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

The hon. the Minister of -Finance
cannot be expected to know all the
details of a billion dollar
budget. M. Speakar, we have
allocated for the operation of the
two community health centers,
one 1in St. tLawrence and one at
Grand Bank, $1.2 million. The
hon. Minister of Finance thought
you were asking what was there for
new hospital construction. We are
not talking about new hospitals,
Mr. Speaker. We are talking about
$1.2 million, where we are going
to operate two clinics, ane at 3St.
lLawrence and one at Grand Bank.
St. Lawrence and Grand Bank will
be open twenty-four hours a day.
People will be able to go for
X-—-rays, for blood tests, if
someone gets a severe pain in the
abdomen, he or she 1¢ rushed into
the hospital at Grand Bank. There
will be holding beds there so that
the person can be stablized. If
it 1is seen, after a few hours in
the holding bed, there is no major
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problem, then that person will be
sent back to his home, or whatever
the case might be. But 4if there
is a major problem, that person
will be then rushed to the centre
in  rural Newfoundland, in  Salt
Pond, Mr. Speaker. He does not
have to be hought into 5t
John's. It can be done right in
rural Newfoundland, in Burin,
where we have eleven specialist on
staff, Mr. Speaker, where we are
going to open up another
thirty-five beds. That 1s what
will happen, Mr. Speaker. Thal is
going to «cost us an extra $1.2
million, whereas presently the
structure is costing us 3.5
million, Mr. Speaker.

and I should point out - I have it
somewhere +in my notes - that in
total on the whole Burin Peninsula

we are spending more money  in
health than has ever bheen spent
before in the history of
Newfoundland and Labrador. This

1is what we are doing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:

We are spending somewhere in the
vicinity of $2 million and $3
million extra, Mr. Speaker, in the
Burin Peninsula. We look at the
whole area and we are spending
more money than ever hefore. And,
Mr. Speaker, we are delivering a
health care system which is better
than it has ever been hefore and
which will, in the long run,
bhecome a model for Lthe rest of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No. 11 R523



Mr. Speaker, what 1s frightening
about this is that that minister
believes that. He has not
consulted with the people of the
area.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Never .,

MR. MATTHEWS:

The first the people knew of the
decision to close the hospital was
when the dincompetent Minister of
Finance read it in his Budget
Speech. Another gquestion I would
like to ask the Minister of
Health, and I want him to be
honest and I would ask hiim to obey
the rules of the House and be
fair: How any acute care beds
are needed to Ffulfil the total
health care requirements of the
Burin Peninsula? How many chronic
care bheds are required to fulfil
the total health care needs of the
Burin Peninsula? And 1s it a
coincidence that hy c¢losing down
the Grand Bank and St. Lawrence
hospitals, the government is going
to save $3.5 million, and at the
same time they are going to spend
$3.5 million in Roddickton, in the
minister's district, for a new
health care complex? Will he
answer that?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. GSpeaker, if the hon. member
wants to get down in the mud and
slime, that is up to him. Rut T
am not going to get down din any
mud or slime or dirt, Mr. Speaker,
that is not in my nature. That isg
up to the hon. member.
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In fairness, though, there is an
illusion being given by hon.
members opposite, and I think I
should clarify it The budget
which I saw did not dinclude $3.5
million for Roddickton. It is not
there, When we took over tLhis
government we inherited certain
programns which were ongoing.
There 1¢ a health clinic which
happens to be in my district. It
happens to be 1in the very town in
which I live, in Roddickton. It
serves St. Julian's and Croque
which dis forty-five miles away on

a gravel road, It serves Englee,
which +ds twelve miles away on @
gravel road . Lt Serues Ma Ln
Brook, thirty miles away on a

gravel road.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Answer the question!

MR. DECKER:

That, Mr. Speaker, 1s part of the
question. I am dealing with part
of the question.

One million dollars of this year's
Budget 1is alleocated to continue on
with that program, which, I should
csay, my good friend Dr. Twomey
steered through Cabinet, and I
know the problems he had getting
it through.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. DECKER:
So it i1s an ongoing program,

If we had wanted to stop that,
there is already $700,000 spent in
site preparation and all this sort
of  thing. If we had wanted to
stop dt, it would not have had
bearing on the proper use of
health dollars on the Burin
Peninsula. I do not know if the
hon. member wants me to cancel
that, but I can him that if we did
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cancel that it will not wmean that
the heds on the Burin Peninsula
will reopen.

Now, how many acute care beds are
needed. We will have sixty acute
care beds opened before this year
is over, as we phase down St.
Lawrence and Grand BRank and as we
open up the new ones. We are
hoping, Mr. Speaker, that the way
modern medicine is going, where we
are getting into wmore home care,
where we get some more chronic
care heds available, we are hoping
that seventy-five beds will be
enough. Now, 1in the event that it
i¢ not enough, we will have to
deal with that problem too. I
should point cut that the present
structure 1in Burin, whereas 1t
only has seventy~five heds, the
chassis of the hospital, the basic
structure of that hospital, the
kitchen, the dining roomns, the
bathrooms, and @&ll this sort of
thing, 1is large enough that we can
turn -that facility dinto a 125 bed
facility by simply adding on a
wing. So there 1s a contingency
plan in place in case the
seventy~five beds are not enough.
I believe they will be enough, bhut
I am not sure of that. We will
cross that bridge if we discover
that it is not enough.

MR, SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The Speaker has been sitting P
listening to admonitions fro
right and admonitions f~
left. I want members to

the Chair is calling

Period and all othe~

day . The hon.

long and involved

realize that the fiﬁ p
long, but, in all <

people who are in _
and hon. members war, \
Fair answers to these ¢ C;}

=

L5
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was letting it go. Under normal

circumstances I  would -not. If
hon. members want short answers
they should also ask short
questions. The last ones contains
three dinvolved questions. So if

hon. members want short answers,
ask short questions and I will
ensure that the answers are short.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

What we have just seen from this

ministar is not going to do
anything for the decorum tin this
House. Maybe before the day 13

over we will see something about
decorum. :

I just want to tell this ministear,
on page 23 of the Minister af

Finance's BRudget document, he says
specifically: "th~ Funding will
be provided amtinue e
construction lern health
care facils kLton which
has an ev L. of $3.5
millior “he haon.
mini w1y that
e ing Lo
Lods

Lhe

- or

‘s

co bhe

Jber L f1e

, delegates

ld . the "K' s

RH25



SOME MON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

The number of health care beds on
the Burin Peninsula, when the
three cottage hospitals were open,
was eighty-six. As the minister
just admitted, there are now going
to be sixty acute care beds.
Fifteen of those in the
seventy-five bed hospital in Salt
Pond will be for extended care,
care for the elderly.

Does the Premier honestly think
that whare there were eighty-six
acute care beds before and there
will now be sixty, that sixty
acute care beds can service the
health care requirements of 35,000
paeople serviced on the Burin
Peninsula?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER WELLS:

Let me just make a quick comment
on the manner in which the
question was asked, first of all,
Mr . Speaker.

The slurs and comments say a great
deal more about +he person who
threw them than the person at whom
they were aimed.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr . Speakear, the position is
fairly simple and
straightforward. The two

hospitals that are being closed
down were being used, in terms of
bed capacity, at about 50 per cent
of their capacity at the moment,
and only 50 per cent of those are
for acute care beds. So if you
took the total number of acute
care beds presently 1in the Burin
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Hospital and added to it Lhe
number of beds in St. Lawrence and
Grand Bank that were being used
for acute care purposes, sixty or
so heds would be about what was
needead. But, in any event, there
is an abhility there to increase
that to seventy-five, +the total
bed capacity of the Burin facility
at the moment.

As the Mipister of Health has
said, the building is constructad
in such a manner as to praovide for
an addition, if and when it
becomes necessary, and he stated
the position clearly Qar that,
That seems Lo me Lo be an
eminently reasonable and sensible
way to deal with health care.
Maybe that 1s why the hon. membar
has difficulty understanding 1t.

MR. MATTHEWS:
M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

2] supplementary to this
misleading, misdirected, deceitful
Premier who went around this
Province -

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

— in my very area of the Province,
and promised that he would open
more hospital beds.

Mr. Speaker, what he 1s doing on
the Burin Peninsula is he is
cutting twenty beds. Now, how c¢an
this Premier, who went around this
Province and asked for Lthe support

of Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians, do such an

about-face? Will he stand in his
place and answer to the people,
answer to the galleries, and tell
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them why he could do such an
abhout-fFace and why he could be so
deceitful? Baecause he
accomplished political success by
deceit. That is what he did, Mr.
Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

The hon. member knows that the
word 'deceit' is an
unparliamentary word.

MR. WARREN:
It d¢ not unparliamentary.

PREMIER WELLS:

It is. Rut, again, 1t says more
about the hon. member than it does
about the person against whom it

is directed. The answer, M,
Speaker, is that the assumption is
incorrect to start with. I did
not go about this Province saying
what the hon. member said. Here
is what we said. Here 1s our

stated position.

MR. SIMMS:
et us hear it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

PREMIER WELLS:
Just listen and you will hear 1it.

Oour stated position 1s we were
going to stop and reverse the
trend of the government of closing
hospital beds din the hospitals of
this Province because they could
not afford to keep them open.
That is exactly what we said.

MR. WINDSOR:
But you are going to open another
one up in Roddickton.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

1527 June 13, 1989 Vol XLI

PREMIER WELLS:

I will answer it if they want e
to, if they do not want me to T
will sit down, Mr. Speakatr. It is

very simple. It 1is very clear.
We intend to provide good care,
hospital facilities, for the
people of this Province who need
it We dintend +to cause to be

reaopened the beds that the former
government closed down in our
hospitals throughout Lhe
Province. We do not dntend to be
so cowardly as to fail to deal
with the real medical situation as
it needs to be dealt with, on a
proper basis, because the Former
government did not have the good
sense to deal with d4t, or the
courage to deal with it properly.
We have to do, Mr. Speaker, what,
in our judgement, based on the
best advice that we can gaelb, and
we are listening to advice

MR. WINDSOR:

You are not listening to the

people.

PREMIER WELLS:
We are listening to the people of
the Province and giuving the people

of the Province the kind of
government they want, and we

intend to continue to do so.

I understand and have great
sympathy for the people of §t.
Lawrence, just the same as 1
understand and have grealk sympathy

for the people of Daniel's Harbour

when a mine closes, or for the
people of somewhere else when &
school <c¢loses, or when anything

closes. People are directly
affected by that. I am not a

piece of stone or a piece of wood,
I have feelings, too, bhut  that
¢:i11l does not relieve me of the
responsibility, together with my

colleagues in the Cabinet, of
runrning this governmankt on a

proper basis, merely because the
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former government failed to do so,
or did not have the courage to do
SO,

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
A new question to the Premier, Mr.
Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank,

MR. MATTHEWS:

When this party was in power we
had the courage to do what needed
to be done in this Province, and
this very Premier was the one who
criticized us for it. Rut we did
not swallow hook, line and sinker
recommendations from officials or
Royal Commissions. We were the
duly elected government of the
Province,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

You, Mr. Premier, if you do not
realize it, were elected to govern
this Province and not to slough
things af F an Commissions of

Enquiry and Economic Recovery
Teams . You are the Premier and

you have the authority and the
power to make decisions. You have
the power and the authority.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

The hon. gentleman has been given
great liberty from the Chair. He
has been questioning the whole
paeriod and I would expect the

member Lo get on with his
question. He 1s now making a

speech.

Would the member get to his
question, please?
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It was
the decision of this caucus that I
dominate Question Paritiod today,
for obvuiocus reasons, and I amn not
going to let up on this Premier -
I want him to stand in his place
and answer questions this
uncaring, misleading, deceitful
Premiaer -~ who went around this
Province, who did not consult with
the people, made promises, made
callous decisions afterwards. Is
he now going to treat the people
of St. Lawrence and Grand Bank,
and have themnm compared, becong the
Bedljing of Newf oundland and
Labrador under this Premier, uwhom
I referred to yesterday as Noriega?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Why does the Premier nolt be as
honourable as he intends to be and
stand in his place and admit Lhat
he lied +to the paeople of this
Province just thirty days ago? He
lied!

MR. SPEAKER:

Order.

The hon. the member, who just took
his seat, I think engaged in a
couple of instances of
unparliamentary language that
cannot be accepted, particularly
when he accuses the Premier of
lying. I ask the hon. gentleman
to please make a retraction.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr . Speaker, I respect Your
Honour's request, and I respect
the operations of this hon. House,
but one thing that I have been
known for in my sewven or eight

years as & memnbher of this
lLegislature is being honest. T

believe in telling the truth. And
evaerything I hauve said today,
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about this particular Premier, I
believe to the bottom of my heart
and soul, because he has achieved
political success by being
deceitful. I stand by that, Mr.
Speaker, and I will not retract.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I will make a Ffurther effort to
ask the hon. gentleman to make a
retraction. Without any holdup at
all, without any doubt in my mmind,
he said the Premier lied and,
further, that the Premier  was
deceitful. I am asking the member
whether he 1is going to make a
withdrawal of that particular
statement, unequivocally.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr, Speaker, I respect your
request. Again, I really respect
your request, but I consider

myself to he & gentleman of
principle and, first of all, to
stand up for the people I was
elected to represent in this
lLegislature, and that is what I am
doing today.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I could take the normal c¢ourse and
seak to have the hon. member
removed, because his behaviour
disqualifies him from sitting in
the House at the moment and he
should he removed from the House.

wWhat are you doing?
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PREMIER WELLS:

I am answering the hon., member,
He has asked a question and I am
addressing it.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

I just thought the Premier was
nmaking a statement to my ruling
that would assist in the ruling
hefore I finally made the ruling,
and if hon. members do not want
the Premier to make a statement,
that dis fine, I am prepared o
make the ruling.

Again, for the third time, I ask
the hon. member it he would,
indeed, retract the statements he
made about the Premier lying and
heing deceitful, because we cannot
have these kinds of statements on
the records of the House.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, you cannot change the
truth, not on your life.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

In that event, having asked the
hon. member three Limes Lo
retract, I have no choice bul to
name the hon. member. I will name
the hon. member and ask him Lo
leave the Chamber and ask the hon.
the Government House Laader (Mr.
Baker) to make the appropriate
motion. I will name the member by
name: William Matthews.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Just to halp the hon. the
Government House Leader, maybe he
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and hon. members will want to
proceed with Question Period, and
after Question Period they might
come to the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Question Period is up.

MR. SPEAKER:
Question Period has elapsed.

Refore we 9o to Orders of the Day,
if hon. gentlemen would permit, I
will ask the hon. the Government
Housze lLeader to deal with the
expulsion, the naming, 1if he wants
to do it now.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Speaker, we understand what
has happened, we regret what has
happened, and I would move that
the hon. member be out of the
House for one minute.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Mr Speaker, we appreciate the
intestinal fortitude of the
Praesident of the Council for
finally making a metion against
the advice of the Premier. I
would now dindicate to him clearly
that this motion 1is debatable and
we fully dintend to debate the
motion, 1f Your Honour rules that
is acceptable.

M, Speaker, having made that
declaration, I might add for Your

Honour's benefit, of course - I am
sure Your Honour is fully aware of
this, in any event - that since
there was not an appropriate

opportunity to get up, because
there were no interruptions or
interventions, I should point out
to members of the House that somne
of the descriptive adjectives used
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by my c¢olleagque, the membher for
Grand Bank, whilst they may have
sounded a bit rough and tough,
have on occasion baan ruled
parliamentary., I would refer Your
Honour Lo RBeauchesne, bHth Edition
- I do not have the 6th one in
front of me, but I do not imagine
that there dis much difference -
the 5th Edition, page 110, on the
bottom of the page, which refers
to words which have been ruled
parliamentary since 1958, Your
Honour will <see that Lhe word
'deceive' has been used and ruled

parliamnentary. Your Honour will
also see that the word 'mislead’
has bean used arid ruled
unparliamentary. So At ids not

unparliamentary on all occasions
for members to use those words.

Now, ohuiously the  member fFor
Grand Bank 1in his presentation
here today, Mr. Speaker, felt very
deeply about what he was doing and
he honestly felt that the
accusations he was’ making towards
the government and towards the
Premigr, Lhe leader of the
government, he felt deeply about
as well, For the hon. member Lo
have the opportunity to represent
the people he was elected to
represent on an occasion such as
this, in the House of Assembly, I
believe the hon. member should
have been given as much leverage
as Your Honour did give him. I
compliment Your Honour, because I
believe Your Honour did give Lhe
hon. memnber a fair bit of leverage.

I am sure that the decision the
member for Grand Rank made 1in not
being able to abide by Lhe
direction of the Chair, by the
ruling of the Speaker, was a very
difficult decision, especially For
that hon. member . That hon .
maembar 1s a member, T think, who
is known throughout +the Province,
and certainly he 1s known in hisg
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district of Grand BRank, for being
an honest, responsible dindividual,
and one who would not do anything
he did not feel Was right.
Obviously, in this case, the hon,
member feels that he was right.
He feels strongly about what he
said, and he ds, as I said, an
honest repraesentative ot the
people of Grand Bank.

I am sure he felt badly because he
was not able to accept Your
Honour's direction. And I know he
would not have done it under

normadl circumstances. But I
believe that what we saw today 1in
Question Period in terms of

answers given Lo the questions
asked was enough to provoke the
hon. wmember to go as far as he
did. I honestly believe that
myself as an observer in Ehis
Legislature for the last ten years
or  so. The abuse of Question
Period by members opposite, I
believe, was enough to provoke the

hon. member, and perhaps the
Premier should have a talk to some
of his ministers., The member
asked the Minister of Finance a
question, and It was clearly

obvious that the Minister of
Finance had absolutely no idea at
all. He had absolutely no idea at

all. He could not answer the
question. There was obvious

confusion over there. Then the
Minister of health gets up and
what does he do? He abuses the
Question Period, Mr. Speaker, by
taking prolonged periods of time
to answer questions that were, and
I beg to differ with the Speaker
in this regard, fairly simple
gquestions. The hon. member asked
the Minister of Health how many
acute care beds were required to
serve the people of the Buriln
Peninsula. A fairly short answer
is required to that question. How
many chronic care bheds were
required? I believe, Mr. Speaker,
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that that is a quesbkion that
requires a fairly short answer.
Yet, the Minister of Heallth took,
I bhelieve, nearly four minutes Lo
respond to that particular
question.

Mr. Speaker, I stand in defence of
the hon. member's right to <ay
what he said today. I stand in
defence of the hon. member's job,
in defence of what he did today
and the way he did it. I do not
condone, quite Ffrankly, nembers
who do nolt respect a direcltion
from the Chair. But I can say in
defence of this hon. membar that
that is not the sort of action he
would normally take. fnd I do not
think anybody on this side of the
House and I do not believe anyhody
on that side of the House would
normally expect the member For
Grand Bank to take that kind of
action. Rut, Your Honour, he was
provoked today. He could not get
the answers to his questions that
he was looking for.

I also understand that the
delegations that met with Lhe
Minister of Health and the Premier
this morning did not get much
satisfaction at all, to say the

least. In fact, I believe they
were terribly distressed and

disappointed with Lhe responses
they got. And they have only come
From Grand Rank and St. lLawrence
today Lo ask for what isg
rightfully theirs, to ask thalt a
decision that had been made by the

previous administration and Lhe
previous government he upheld,
particularly in light of the
Liberal Party's pronounced
philosaophy all throughout e

election campaign just past, where
they certainly gave ULhe impression
that if elected, they were going
to keep hospital beds open.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Now, Mr, Speaker, I heard the
Premier say that 1s not what they
said in the election campaign.
Well, that is debatable I suppose,
and can be debated hithertofore.
But I know from speaking to some
people from Grand Bank and St.
lLawrence this morning, when they
were down in front of
Confederation Building, that that
was certainly the dmpression that
those people had, and it is the
impression that many people around
this Province had. lLet me just
quote & short sentence from the
l.Liberal policy document that was
in place for the elaection
campaign, of which we have a copy,
obviously. It talks about Liberal
health policy dictating as long as
the demand exists.

MR. FUREY:
Ah, hal

MR. SIMMS:

The hon. the Minister of
Development says 'Ah, ha'! Well,
what about 'Ah, ha'? There 1is no
demand on the Burin Peninsula For
health care. Is that what the
Minister of Development 1s trying
to say.

AN HON. MEMBER:
That is right.

MR. SIMMS:

I say to you poppycock. Stick
wibkh Development and Tourism.
Here ds the appropriate sentence:
'Hospital beds must be kept
open. ' Now, that is a quote from
the liberal Party policy document.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Now he puts the "if' oan.
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MR. SIMMS:
But that i¢ what the document said.

PREMIER WEILLS:
Read all of it.

MR. SIMMS:

Read all of  1it. "Institutions
must not be understaffed.'

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Right.

MR. SIMMS:

"Compassion nust always take
precedence over business

administration.'

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
I an very glad that the Premier
asked me to read more.

"Compassion must always bake
precedence over business
administration.' Oh, am T ever

glad he asked us to read thatl!

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have seen a
great example ‘of compassion by

this six weaeak old Liberal
Government. A Fantastic act of
compassion. Closing the hospitals
in Grand BRank and St. Lawrence,
that is compassion, that is

keaping hospital beds open.

Now, Mr. Speaker, here dis another
little indication of how the
Liberal Party, now the government,
formerly the Oppasition, CEn
quickly change their minds. How
easily the world turns around. A
petition was presented in the
Legislature by the memoer, I
presume --

MR. DOYLE :

Yes, ftor Grand Bank.

MR. SIMMS:
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- the member for Grand BRank, who
was fighting this battle vyears
ago, was supported hy the now
Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Carter)
when he was in Qpposition.

MR. DOYILE:
And Liberal Health critic, too.

MR. SIMMS:

"T  would strongly support this
paetition' - which was asking to
keep the hospitals open - 'and ask
that the Minister of Health and
his colleaques gilve 1t serious
consideration and accede tao the
request contained therein', in
that petition which asked For
hospital beds to remain open. Now
what about that support? He was

the Health critic. We got more
information, My, Speaker, that

indicates members of this
Premier's own Cabinet strongly
supported keeping open the
hospital beds in Grand Bank and
St. Lawrence., There  was no
question then of rationalization.
There was no question then of
whether or not all the beds were
used. They did not even bother to
ask those questions. They <said
'Keep the beds open.'

The people of Grand Bank and St.
Lawrence said, "Keep the bheds
open, ' and the Progressive
Conservative Government kept the
beds open, Mr. Speaker. But this
government here, which does not
seem to practice what it is
preaching, suggests somehow, here
in the House today, that they did
not say, 'Keep beds open.'

Here is another l1ittle dinteresting
tidbit of information, Mr,
Speaker, we wmight be prepared to
pass on. We might as well, since
we have occasion to debate this
motion about iy colleague. Hera
is a letter from the deposed
Leader of the Opposition. I am
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sure many members ouver there 1in
the front benches remenber him
well. Certainly they remember the
back of him well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Here i1s what he says: 'TF council
wishes - well, I should not read
it all, should I7? '"T realize the
government has been cutting back
on hospital services throughout

the Province.' A minute ago Lthe
Pramier said we were not making

any tough decisions. The then
Leader of the Oppositiun, Mr .
Barry, thought we were cutbing
back on hospital sarvices
throughout the Province.

"There is a definite nead Lo

retain certain facilities which
are needed throughout various

parts of the Province. The
Liberal Party has just completed
its report on medical services in
the Province and addressed this
vary issue' - I believe chaired by
the Minister of Fisheries NOW .
They have just completed their
report on medical services din the
Province and addressed LUthis very
issue.

Now this 1is Lthe LlLeader of the
Liberal party just a couple of
years ago: "I can assure you bthat
we will suppaort the people of
Grand Bank in their efforts to
have medical services retained in
the immediate area as long as Uthe
residents require these
facilities.' Now, Mr. Speaker, I
wonder what has changed in that
period of time.

We have the present Minister of
Health, when he was in Oppoesition,
in writing supporting the position
of the people of Grand Bank and
St. Lawrence  and condemning us
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when we were in  government
supporting the people of Grand
Rank and St. Lawrence a couple of
years ago, We have the present
Minister of Fisheries doing the
same thing din his capacity as
Chairman of this particular
Committee. So what has changed?
I do not quite understand.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
A real change!

MR, SIMMS:

Aht A real change has occurred.
The only thing I can see that has
changed, M, Speaker, quite
frankly, is that the leadership of
the party has changed and it is,
therefore, one would expect and
suspect, the direction from the
top, from the new leader, that
thaese hospital beds be closed in
Grand Bank and St. Lawrence.,
There 1s nothing else one can
assume.

They had the gall "today to sit
there 1in Question Period, while
the Galleries were full with
people from the district of Grand
Bank representing the people of
the area, and toy with the member
for Grand Bank in responding to
his questions dinstead of coming
clean and answering responsibly,
the Minister of Health in
particular. It was aonly the other
day he said to me, 'Why do you not
ask me sone questions, boy?!
Well, Mr. Speaker, I can tell vyou
now it will be a long day before
we ask him anymore if he is going
to get on that way.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He cannot answer them.

MR. SIMMS:
Well, it dis typical of the members
opposite anyway, and we have all
seen it.
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Anyway, Mr. Speaker, I just wanted
to have a few brief words on the
motion, I have a furny feeling
that there are colleagues on this
side who certainly want to debate
this motion, who certainly want to
have something to say about the
dramatic turn of events Lhat
occurred here btoday, which I do
not think has stood the govermnent
in good stead to any great extent

and to any great degree. I
support the member in his
presentation today and his

representations on behalf of Lhe
people of Grand PRank, whom he
represents.,

If the hon. menber had net gotten
up to make his motion, I was
preparaed to make a motion myself.
I was making a presentation myself
in terms of a motlon, and I would
have been prepared to moy e
something similar.

MR. BAKER:
Well, support the motion.

MR. SIMMS:

The hon. member will see 4 I
support the motion when the time
comes . The hon. member will see.
It is non-traditional to make Lhe
kind of motion the hon. member
made . It would have been &N
affront to the Speaker had he not
gotten up to make the traditional
motion, even though the Premier
was trying to tug his sleeve and
tell him to sit down. That is not
the traditional practice, and Lthe
Premier will learn that, I guess,
as time qgoes on. We will see how
the vote on the motion goes when
it is debhated, but I can assure
you that the motion will receive a
thorough debate before this day is
aver.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier.
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PREMIER WELLS:

Mr . Speaker, I have very Faw
comnents to make with respect to
this. I will draw hon. members'
attention to the fact that two
Question Periods have gone by and
that hon. member never even raised
the dissue. That 1s how dmportant
it was to him. Two whole question
periods.

MR. SIMMS:
He spent two hours on it yesterday.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:
Two Question Periods went by and
he never raised the question.

MR. SIMMS:
You have already accused the
minister, why do you not keep on
doing it?

PREMIER WELLS:

So today, when he has a grandstand
in the House watching him, he gets
up and makes this grand gesture of
calling me a liar so he can be
kicked out of the House for the
show. It dis all right! It dis a
good show!

MR. TOBIN:
And do you disagree with what he
said?

PREMIER WELLS:
Of course, 1 disagree with what be
said.’ I disagree totally with
what he said.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member bhas
achieved his purpose. He has
gotten himself kicked out of the
House, and he got up with a big

smile and walked out as his
constituents were 1in the Gallery
to put on a hig show. That is

what the public business of this
Province means to hon. members
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opposite. It d4s all a big show
for them. lLargely, tne  maembers
opposite are putting on a show
much of the time, and that 1s what
is dimportant to them. They have
done the same again, they delayed
the business of this Province.
For six months, they had the
government of this Province flat
on its back, doing nothing while
they fiddled, and they are
fiddling again. That 1s what 1t
means to the members opposite Lo
be concerned about running the
public affairs of this Province.
Well, M, Speaker, we are not
going to participate in Uthat kind
of nonsense. If  they wanlt to
debate all day, all week, bhi s
silly motion so that Lthe hon,
member can be kicked out of the
House and put on a show for his
constituency, that ds¢ all right.
They have the responsibility for
their actions and tGthey will, in
the end, answer to the electorale,
and they will know  what the
electorate's response 1is whaen the
time comes again.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the governmant
of this Province is more
interested 1in running the affairs
of this Province. It may well be
that the hon. members opposite

have genuine differences of
opinion with the way we are doing
it. Thaey may think that we are

doing it dncorrectly, and it wmay
well be that they may ke right in
some respects. on occasion I
suspect they may be right about
it, but there is a sensible and
proper way to do it. We  are
prepared to do it and operate in
the proper and sensible way; we
are not prepared to participate in
Lhis kind of grandstanding and
¢lowning around for the show. We
are going to attend to the roal
interests of the people of this
Province and govern this Province
on a proper basis, something which
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the hon, members opposite are
clearly not used to doing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition.

Leader of the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr, Speaker, it was probably just
after the election campaign thak I
had occasion to make a statement
to the effect that 1t would not be
long hefore the people of this
Province would see the real change
and the real leadership that was
elected on April 20. Mr. Speaker,
if there was any doubt about 1t,
we see today the arrogance and the
hobnail--boot approach that the
Premier himself 1s taking with a
member of this Legislature,
legitimately elected to serve the
best dinterests of his constituents,

MR. WARREN:
He was not even elacted with us on
April 20.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Yes, he was not elected to this
Legislature in the normmal way
himself .,

MR. WARREN:
'And he was not even elected.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Yes, for a person who was not
elected to this Legislature in the
normal way hinmself, he gets up
here today, Mr . Speaker, and
except for the agitation which is
so obvious on his face, because
the Opposition is doing something
he would consider stupid and
silly, except for that, Mr .
Speaker, that hon. gentleman, the
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Premier, would have taken Lhe
gentleman Ffor Grand Bank by the
scruff of the neck and hauled him
down across the floor of Lthe House
and out through the door of this
lLegislature, because he had the
audacity to stand on his feet,
with some of his constituents
watching - the biggest sin of all,
Mr. Speaker, was that some of his
constituents were watching Lhe
paerformance of the Premier and the
performance of the government -
and that hon. 9gentleman had the
audacity to do that and embharrass
the, Emperor. That 1s {the real
problem here, Mr. Specaker.

That horn. gentleman vesterday
spoke for twoe hours and twenty
minutes in this Legislature, and I

will say put on a fine
performance, two hours and twenty

minutes addressing the
ill--conceived suction cup hudget
of the Minister of Finance, Gthe
man who could get on his fect
today and tell us there was no
money 1in the budget to continue
operations in St. Lawrence and
Grand Bank. That is the
competency of the Minister of
Finance.

Our Finance c¢ritic, the member for
Grand Bank, spent two hours and
twenty minutes on his specech
yesterday fighting with Lhat
minister, fighting with this
government, talking about what,
Mr. Speaker? And the Premier has
the gall to get up and said that
he never mentioned 1t 1in Question
Period. Talking about what, Mr.
Speaker? Talking about the
closing down of hospital beds -in
St. Lawrence and Grand Bank, that
is  what the hon. gentleman was
talking about, talking about the

raise in Luition fees for
university students in Lhis

Province, talking about all tLhe
financial burden, the $100 million
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tax grab that this hon. gentleman

and his administration have
imposed on the people of this
Province. And then he gets up

there today, in his sanctimonious
courtroom lawyer style and makes
the accusation that 'You did not
even mention anything about St.
lLawrence or Grand Bank in Question
Paeriod,' when he spent two hours
and twenty minutes at 1t  here
yesterday.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people have
seen the arrogance of this hon.
gentleman. e word is going
around this Province quickly, and
the word will go around even more
quickly as of this day, when a
member who is legitimately elechted
to this Legislature is attempted
to be chemozzled by the
government. Not giving answers,
standing up and taking a sip of
water e} that you can knock
another minute off the clock and a
simple little answer like, how
many beds are needed here, and how
many beds are needed there, runs
into a five ar six minute
dissertation by the hon. the
Minister of Health. People saw
that today. We have been seeing
it in this Legislature for the
last two or three weeks, however
long we are here. But people fraom

out around Newfoundland and
Labrador saw 1t today. It has

taken this govenment less timne,
Five or six weeks, Mr., Speaker, to
become so arrogant and so pompous
that it would take a normal
government five or six years to
baecome. People can see 1t all
over Newfoundland and Labrador.

Not only can they see it in this
Legislature, and the media are
starting to pick up on it and they
are starting to report it, but
people coming in to meet the Lord,
the Emperor himself, the Premier,
saw 1t again today, Mr. Speaker,
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when some of those people in the
gallery, in a civilized, courteous
mannear, come in to meet the Leadeor
of the Gouvernment, bLiriing their
member of the House of Assembly
with them, and one of the first
things that is questioned is 'What
is he doing here? He is an
Opposition member. What i1s he
doing here? Has he any right to
be here?'

Well, Mr. Speaker, I  can name
memper after member on that side
of the House who had Lhe carpet
worn out to my office when I was a
minister, coming with delegations,
coming with their constituents,

coming on behalf of Lheir
constituents. I can rmame  them,

dozens over there I can namne who
were coming in day after day, weoek

after week. But ds this the new
openness now? Is this the now

fairness and balance that people
had preached at themn during the
election? Is this the N e
Jerusalem that the new Pramier was
going to bring to Newfoundland and
Labrador? You now have Lo lek us
know, you have to consult with us,
you have Lo warn  us if  your
elected member in the Legislature
is going to accompany you as a4
part of a delegation.

What would you expect, Mr .
Speakar? Would not Lthe people in
my constituency or “any

constituency, 1if they are coming
to meet the Premier or a minister,
expect that as of right their
member in  the House of Assembly
would accompany themn? Is  that
unreasonable to expect in &
democracy? Are we still living in
a democracy, Mr,  Speaker? Why
would members he questioned?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
What are you talking about?

MR. RIDEQUT:
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The Premier knows exactly what I

am talking about. His
Parldiamentary Assistant (Mr.

Grimes) knows exactly what I am
talking about, and the people in
the delegation know exactly what I
am talking about, Mr. Speaker.
That 1is the arrogance that has
penetrated this government in a
short five or six weeks, and that
is what we are seeing here.

We are seeing, Mr. Speaker, that
the people of the district of
Grand Bank have been penalized by

the governmant for political
purposes ., That is exactly what we
are seeing. The commitment that

was made to the people of Grand
Rank and St. Lawrence hy the
previcus administration was that
there would be a seventy-five bhed
hospital built and maintained at
Salt Pond, along with the status
quo in St Lawrence and Grand

Bank . That was the commnitment
that was made by the previous
government. This government, Mr.
Speaker, in reviewing their
budgetary situation, Saw an

opportunity, dn a district that
they did not hold, +to chop $3
million or $3.2 million out of
their budget. That, I submit to
this House, Was the only
consideration.

If that is the only crime that the
member for Grand Bank commits for
however much longer he 1is here,
and I suspect 1t will be a long
time, pointing that out to the
government, then I say, 'Too bad,'
Mr. Speaker, because that is going
to be done in this House day after
day. This is not the only
example. We have seen many in the
Few short weeks we have been here
since the House reconvened, and we
will be pointing them out as we go
along. )

The inconsistency of this
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government, Mr. Speaker! They go
around the Province with their own
document, and page 18 din btheir own
document commits them to opening
hospital heds, not closing them.
This Tittle, flashy docuwment that
the leader of the party, the now
Premier, Flashed all around Humber
East - did not do him a lot of
good, but he flashed i1t all around
Humber East and all around the
Province - says the same thing,
they will keep hospital beds open
as long as the demand exists.
Now, 1is the government saying that
there is no demand on Lhe Burin

Peninsula For those hospidtal
beds? Is that what the government
is saying? This government, Mr.

Speaker, have not had the audacity
to say 1t publicly yet.

Then they put in Lhe word
"compassion'. Mr., Speaker, where
have we seen  any evidence of
compassion hy this government in
the last several days?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

We certainly have not seen any
compassion Fron the Mindster of
Finance. He brings in & budget
that takes an extra $100 million
out of Lhe pockets of
Newfoundlanders and. Labradorians,
and has the audacity, imn the same
document, to criticize the federal
government for taking $80 million
out of the Newfoundland economy

through additional taxation. He
says how bad that is and how that
is going to cause economic
hardship in Newfoundland and
Labrador. He does nobt have the
phrase out of his nou ki, M

Speaker, when he begins slash,
slash, tack, tack, and it &1l adds

up to another $100 million. That
is the consistaency ofF this

governmment.,
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This government talks about caring
about hospital beds and keeping
hospitals open. Immediately, in
the first budget document, you see
slash St. lawrence, you see slash
Grand Bank. This government is
flip~-flopping from one end of the
day to the other. How many more
are there coming? We do not

know. But, Mr, Speaker, this
government is going to be watched,
I can tell you that. This

government 1s going to be watched
and we are not going to allow
them, through the vehicle of this
House of Assembly, to be able to
gat up and become pretentious and
say, 'Do not talk to us about that
because we are in this bind
because you created and left wus
with something. '

Mr. Speaker, the government is the
government. They were elected to
gauern and they can take any
decisions they want to take. It
is no good to blame it on us or
somebody ten years previous, or
somebody yet te come., The
government is the government and
they can make whatever decisions
they want to make.

Minister of Social
Services, he can decide, Mr .
Speaker, to go down to Reagan
counkry and bring back a new
philosophy of putting all of the

Like the

social service recipients in
Newfoundland and Labrador to
work . He can do that, He can

also go through the books, Mr.
Speaker, and decide how many poor,
single parents and widows and the
old and the sick and the
handicapped, how many of those
people are out there might owe the
Department of Social Services a
feow dollars. He can take a
witch-hunt approach to the books
in his department, Mr. Speaker,
and see 1if he <can scape a few
dollars here and _a Few dollars
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there and a Few dollars somewhere
else, and then take it out of the
hide of those who c¢an least afford
to  pay. He can do that if he
wishes.

The real change, Mr. Speaker, that
this government talked about when
they were over here, the real
change that this government put in
front of the people as Lheir
agenda for change, was supposed to
be fairness, balance, compassion,
great words that anybody could
take out of the dictionary and
chomp out in front of the people
of Newfoundland and lLabrador, and
you could not argue against dt,
Mr. Speaker. But we hauve scen and
we are seeing the fairness and
balance in their approach to the
health care system, We are sceing
their definition of compassion in
their approach to the health care

system. We are seeing ULthe same
thing, Mr, Speaker, in their
approach in the Social Services
system, We are seeing Uthe same
thing in their job-creation

approach.

The Minister of Labhour and
Employmant (Ms Cowan) or Labour
Relations or whatever the e
title 1is - took one of Uthe best
programs that any government ever
brought inte force 1in Newfoundland
and Labrador, the Private Sector
Fmployment Program, and tars it
with one brush as being full of
patronage and full of politics,
and says that it dis no good. It
i¢ no good because she did not
bring it din, that is the problem,
Mr. Speaker. She now has to try
and find some other way, but I
doubt 1f she will bring it back
anyway .

But the point I am making, Mr,
Speaker, 1s that this government,
day after day, is heing S0
arragant and hypocritical from the
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time that they sat over here. Yaou
would think that there would be
some consistency. You would think
that as hon. gentlemen plotted and
planned, and finally succeaded in
movuing from this side of the House
to that side of the House, they
would have had some great brainy
person who would have researched
for them the positions that they
took as Opposition, the positions
that they articulated as
Opposition, so that when they got
over there they did not, within
their first few days 1in office or
their first few weeks 1in office,
start doing those stupid, silly
thing that look hypocritical.
That 1s what you would think would
have happened.

But no, Mr. Speaker! There 1s no

consistency betwean what the
government preched when they were
in Opposition and what the
government practices as

government, We have pointed that
out today. A letter from the
Minister of Health, who was the
then critic for the Official
Opposition, to the same people who
are 1in here begging today for the

government to maintain their
health care system, the han.

gentleman was only too proud then,
Mr . Speaker, in the Opposition
context.

How did the Leader of the
Opposition characterize that in
those days? Was that somehow or
other impeding the people's

business, or was it going about

the rightful business of the
Opposition? But the hon.

gentleman was only too proud in
those days, just a couple of short
years ago, to write off a letter
of support saying 'We the Liberal

Party, stand behind vyou.' The
hon. gentleman was only too proud
then to say, 'Give me your
button. et .me wear your button
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as the symhol that the Liberal
Party stands behind you.' The
hon. gentleman was only too proud
then, Mr. Speaker, to say "The
only thing that is lacking is the
will to do it.'! But where is the
button, where is the letter, where
is the dedication and, more
importantly, whare 1s Lhe will
today, Mr. Speaker?

MR. SIMMS:
Where 1s the beef?

MR. RIDEQUT:

The hon. gentleman- 1s now 1in @
position not to just talk about
things, he s a position Lo
deliver things. And it he cannot
deliver what he put in writing,

Mr. Speaker? That 1s the least
you can ask of an hon. gentleman,
to deliver what he put in

writing. If it was good enough to
stand behind when you weras in
Opposition, dis 1t not good enough
to stand behind when you are &
minister of the Crown? Or was it
just all for show? The Pramler
was talking about show here
today . In fact, did the real show
begin two or two and a half years
ago, over here, when some aof his
colleagues, who are now ministers,
would take anything and sign it
just for show, Jjust to try to
garner support, just to  try Lo
garner a few votes? Was that the
approach?

Then the Premier gets up and talks
about honesty and doing i1t right,
and if it is right, then we are
going to do it right. We do not
care who it affects and what Lhe
adverse effect s, That letter
certainly tells a lot, M.
Speaker, It dis easy to stick your
name to a letter and tell somebody

you support them. The hon .
gentleman has got caught out

badly. He must feel pretty proud
today to have to go before those
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delegations, he must feel pretty
good about being ordered today to
go down to St. Lawrence and Grand
Rank over the next few weeks, he
must be pretty pleased about that
order from the Emperor, but he
will have to go, Mr. Speaker.
Before we would even consider
making any kind of decision of
this magnitude what did we do?
The old arrogant, previous
government, Mr. Speaker, sent an
entire Cabinet Committee to the
Rurin Peninsula. The Social
Policy Committee of the Cabinet
went down and met with the town
councils, the people, the hospital
workers, and all those who should
have any input dinto any decision
made on the Future of those
facilities. This government did
not even have the courtesy to
consult with their friends on the
Burin Peninsula. Some of their
friends, some of their supporters,
financially and otherwise, were
shocked when they heard over the
news that one of the first thinags
this DU armme s Th™
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" when there were over here,

obviously having no meaning or
worrying about 1it, and not ewven
having the good sense to ask
somebody to correlate their
pronunciations, not euvaen having
the good sense to ask somebody to
bring together for them policy
positions that they staked out
before they became a government.
That 1is where the Minister of
Health has misled the people of
St. lLawrence and Grand Bank. They
could not dream in their wildest
dreams, Mr. Speaker, that with a
letter in their hip poecket from
the Opposition critic for Heallkh,
who, I would say unfortunately for
the Province but fortunately Ffor
them, in thedir eyes, parhaps,
ended up being the Minister of
Health, they could not believe the
dart, with this Tletter in their
fFiles, when the axe fell on Budget
Day. They could not believe it.

MR. STMMS:

Hang your head in  shame, oy .
Hang your head in shame!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Not only did they have the

commitment of the Progressive
Conservative Party when we were
government, but they had the

committment of the Liberal Party.
They had all bases coverad, so
the wars were fought, the battles
were Fought as far as the people
of St. LlLawrence and Grand Bank
were concerned. They naver
dreamed in their wildest dreams
that they would have to fight
those battles again. Certainly
the friends of the party down
there never dreamed they would
have to fight them again with this
Premier. Not only did they have
the word of the now Minister of
Health, then Qpposition critic,
they had the word of the Former
eader of the Opposition, who told
hem that the palicy of the
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lLiberal Party was to keep those
facilities open. They had the
word of the Minister of Fisheries
(Mr. W. Carter), who was the
Health critic for the Opposition
prior to the hon. gentleman Ffrom
the Strait of Belle Isle becoming
the Health critic. They had the
word of Lthe former Minister of
Fisheries, who cannot, I am sure,
Mr. Speaker, back down from what
Hansard records. There is nobody
disputing what we say here in this
House when 4t d1s transcribed in
the Hansard. He said, 'I would
strongly support the petition'
this was the petition tabled by my
friend, the member for Grand Bank
(Mr. Matthews) - "I would strongly
support the petition and asx that
the Minister of Health and his
colleagues din government give it
very serious consideration and
accede' - din other words, give in
to, grant - "to the request
contained therein.' The present
Minister of Fisheries, who, at Lhe
time of saying it, was saying it
on bahalf of the lLiberal
Opposition, the Liberal caucus in
the House of Assembly, the
official Health critic for the
Liberal Party of the day.

S0  we have two  of  them, Mr .
Speaker. We have two presently
here, the fFormer Health critic who
is now the Minister of Health (Mr.
Decker) & former Health critic who
is now the Minister of Fisheries
(Mr. Carter), both of them now
sitting around the Cabinet table,
cheek to cheek, Mr. Speaker, jowl
to jowl, ready to knife the first
Newfoundlander they can get a
crack at -

MR. SIMMS:
The first P.C.

MR. RIDEQOUT:
Or the first P.C.
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- but both of them sitting around
that Cabinet table, Mr. Speaker,
and obviocusly, neither of them had
the good sense or the commitment
or the decency or the courtesy to
say, 'Hold on, now, Emperor, we
cannot do that bhecause, as a
party, we have committed we would
never do that.' What has happenead
here, Mr. Speaker? Only one thing
has changed in all this. It is
not the former Health critic, 1t
is not the farmer, former Health
critic; the former, former leader
is gone, the only thing that has
changed is that the haon . Lhe
Premier has come on the scene and
he has changed dramatically since
his campaign.

A real change.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Real change! We have seen the
real change. The real change, Mr.
Speaker, is that it makes no

difference what we were comnitted
to when we were in Opposition, it
makes no difference what former
leaders of the party comnitted
themselves to, it makes no
difference what present members of
the Cabinet might have commilted
us to.

DR. KITCHEN:
The Press Gallery is empty.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken in this
flouse for days and days when the
press gallery was empty

MR. SIMMS:
That is right.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

and I will continue to speak for
days and days whether they are up
there or not, Mr. Speaker. Jut 1
tell you this, Mr. Speaker, I have
said more in five minutes than the
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Minister of Finance has gsaid in
all the time he has been in the
House .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Oof all the people, Mr. Speaker, 1in
that caucus, to have the gall, the
man you had to handspike out of
his seat - and we tried
handspiking him out of his seat
and could not do 1t during the

Interim Supply debate - when he
gekts up, makes all kinds of

foolish, si1lly comnents about
numerators and denominators and
formulae and all that kind of
thing.

No money in the Budget for this
project or that project. I mean,
I do not know how much longer he
is going to last, I really do
not. Every morning, Mr. Speaker,
he must take an overdose of
stunned pills. Fuery morning the
hon. gentleman must grab for the
stunned pill bottle as soon as he
gets out of bed and gobble them
down his throat <o he can come 1in
here and make a fool of himself,
because every day that is exactly
what he does. Every day the hon.
the Minister of Finance makes a
fool of himself. Either he cannot
get up because he is glued on, or
if he gqoes to get up, the Premier
looks back and says, 'No, I will
handle that.' You know, I never
thought when I saw that hon.
gentleman 1in another caucus that
it was possible to glue him to his
seat.

MR. SIMMS:
01ld Suction Cup himself!

MR. RIDEOUT:
0ld Suction Cup rolls again!

Mr. Speaker, +this motion dis an
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important motion. This motion has
important dmplications for  Your
Honour . The Government House
Leader has not sald wmuch about

that, but this motion is an
important jnotion. It is an
opportunity here to determine
whether a Inember 1is going to be
able to get up din this House of
Assembly and represaent the

interests of his constituents or
not.

MR. EFFORD:
Not again!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Now, Mr. Speaker, the old Midnight
Wanderer has been a prime example
of that.

MR. SIMMS:
No, he would neaver have done that.

MR. RIDEOUT:

1 notice something about the
Minister of Social Services, he
has not bheen out reaming around
after midnight lately.

MR. SIMMS:
Crawling under rocks.

MR. RIDEQUT:

crawling under rocks and in behind
doors and stuff 1like that, Mr.
Speaker. Rut the hon. gentleman,
when he was ouver here, Mr. Speaker

MR. EFFORD:
That is a personal attack,

MR. SIMMS:
That 1s not a persaonal attack. Da
not be silly.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

There is not another hon.
gentleman in the House, T am sure,
ever engaged, and rightly so, 1in
beating up on people personally
the way the hon. gentleman did
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when he was a critic over here.
S0 do not ever let us hear you,
because we will always remind you
of your own actions when you were
on this side of the House, and
they will stand out for a long
time, Mr. Speaker, in the annals
of parliamentary history, I can
tell the hon. gentleman that.

So, Mr . Speaker, this is a
significant motion, and I am
concerned that so soon into its
mandate this government would
choose to beat up o¢n the little
people, so sooun in. its mandate
Lhis government would choose to be
so  hypocritical, so soon 1in its
mandate this government would
choose to be so arrogant, so soon
in d4ts mandate = this government
would be so afraid of Lthe people
and their representative that they
question whether or not they could
come to a meeting. Mr. Speaker,
there 1is something wrong 1in the
rooms of this government and we
are going to keep pointing it out.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

SOME HON. MEMRBRERS:
Question!

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:
Mr. Speaker, 1f hon. members want
to put the questions, B can
certainly sit dowri . Are you
prepared to put the question?

MR. SPEAKER:
Are you ready for the question?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Yes .,
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MR. SPEAKER:
You heard the motion, All those
in favour "Aye"?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Ave.

MR. SPEAKER:

Contrary-minded?

The motion is carried.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

MR. DICKS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. DICKS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. DICKS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, as ministenr
responsible for the Office of the
lLegislative Cournsel, pursuant to
Section (18) of The Statulbes and
Subordinate Legislation Act, I am

‘required to lay before Lhe House

of Assembly a copy of The

Subordinate Legislation filed
under that Act. Accordingly, 1
table tha editions of The

Newfoundland Gazette published
between April 8, 1988 and May 12,
1989,

MR. SIMMS:
A good job.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker, I am bringing to the
House today the second annual
report, that of 1988, of The
Workers' Compensation Appeal
Tribunal.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
At this point I wish to dnform

hon. members of this particular
report, under the provision of
Section 5.5 of The Internal

Economy Commission Act as amended,
I wish to inform the House of a
composition of the Internal
Economy Commission. The members
are the Speaker as Chairman; the
Deputy Speaker, L loyd Snow, as
Deputy Chairman; the hon. Winston
Baker, hon. Chris Decker, hon.
Paul Dicks, Mr. Len Simms, and Mr.
Robert Aylward. These are the
members of the Internal Economy
Commission.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
lLeader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:
T wander could I ask the President
of the Council to respond on
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hehalf of the Premier, who is not
here. Yesterday the lLeader of the
Opposition asked +the Premier to
investigate, or send out another
comnittee to find that Minute in
Council, and the Premier said he
would, and hope to get back before
the end of the day. He did not.
Does he have anything to report?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Government House Leader.

MR. BAKER: ‘

I thank the hon. Oppostion House
Leader for his question, although
saimne of his terminology s
certain implicatioens that I do nol
agree with., The Premier agreed Lo
look into a certain matter and he
obviously will give an answer whaen
he has that answer and when he is

available to give that answer. I
would 1like to point out as well,
at the same time, to the

Opposition House Leader that every
single questicn that has been put
on the Order Paper has now been
answered.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:

Let us see what will happen after
tomorrow's Order Paper.

Orders of the Day

MR. BAKER:
Motion one,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the memnber For Grand Bank,

MR. MATTHEWS:
fhank you, Mr. Speaker.
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I really did not expect that I
would have the occasion to rise 1in
this House so soon, I thought it
would probably be tomorrow. I
think there is a bit of a message
in that, Mr. Speaker, what was
transacted today and over the past
number of weeks. Thare +is a bit
of an admission, by the Premier
and the Government House Leader,
to get wup and move that I be
expelled for a minute. I think it
says more than perhaps they would
want to admit. The thing about 1t

is the Emperor has laft the
Chamber again, so I guess the

seals will now start surfacing,
and I welcome 1t because that was
the only way I was able to get
through two hours or so talking
vesterday, with the dnterjections
by the 0ld chicken wing member Ffor
Mt. Scio-Bell Island Mr. Walsh.
He really helped me yesterday, and
I welcome that because it enables
you to keep going.

Now the Second Emperor i1is ijust

leaving, His attitude has been
'yvou wanted me, now you take what
you get.' That d4s what he has

espoused over the last month or
so, particularly in the meetings I
attendad this morning with
delegations from my district. ' I
really did rot want to be the
leader, you know, but the people
of the Liberal Party they
pressured me dnto d1t, and they
paid me $50,000 a year additional
salary so I could take it. So all
of you take what I give you,' that
is the attitude that comes out of
this Premier.

And to be wvery honest with vyou,
Mr. Speaker, in the seven or eight
vears that I have bheen a member of
the House of Assembly I would say
that if attended meetings wilkh
Ministers, and Premiers, on close
to a 100 occasions, but I nevar in
my lifetime and d1in my political
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lifetime particularly, saw  the
arrogance of the Premier of this
Province showed and displaved to
the people of St, Lawrence Lo
Lamaline this morning. He did not
believe that anyone else should
have an opinion on the health care
services 1in their area, and when
they questioned him on it and gave
their opinion, he became very
irritated and shouted back at
them. Mr. Speaker, he went as far
as to remind one gentleman that he
had a grin on his face, and the
gentleman very quickly responded
to him and said '"Well, I gquess I
have learned something since April
20, you are no longer allowed to
smile in this Province with you as

Pramier . ' And this 1is just how
Lhe meeting deteriorated Lhis

morning, Mr. Speaker, and [ was
saddened by it

And I have all the respect in the
world for the Premier of this
Province, whoever that person he
or she might be, regardless of

what political party, so I Wa s
really taken aback oy that

arrogant atlbitude that the Premier
displayed. And  the people From
the delegation now making their
way back Gto the Burin Peninsula
are gone away very, very saddened
today by that display by the
Premier of this Prouvince, because
they did not come here for that,
they came to e@xXpress their
opinions and to pass on ko the
Premier and the Minister of Health
what they thought would be the
best health care arrangements for
the Burin Peninsula. They did not
come in this morning and say they
would not accept anything less
than what they had. They wanted
to negotiate and consult and to
involve the Regional Health Care
Board at Salt Pond and the Rlue
Crest Interfaith Senior Home in
Grand Bank, and maybe come up with
a total bhealth care package for
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the Burin Peninsula that maybe
made more sense than what 1is in
existence there now, To address
the total health care requirements
of the Burin Peninsula acute care
and chronic care, care for the
elderly, and, alt the same time, a
very, very important point was to
protect the jobs now in existence
and, indeed, maybe euven create
more jobs on the Burin Peninsula
if the requirements for looking
after the elderly were +to be met.
That would have tied 1in very
neatly, Mr . Speaker, with the
pronounced Jjob  c¢reation efforts
that this government has been
announcing and trying to promote
over the last number of months.
So it was very, very disturbing.

Of course, we hear the Minister of
Health and we hear the Premier
today talk about the regional
health care center at Salt Pond,
of which we are all very proud and
which we all support, but it
cannot totally take care of the
needs of the Burin Peninsula. You
say that as a government you have
to close down the hospitals in St.

Lawrence and Grand Bank. I made
reference today, in my question to
the Minister of Health), to

Roddickton. I have nothing
against the people of Roddickton.
I hope they get a 200 bed
facility, if that dis what they
need up there. Rut when you look
at the geography of the Province
and you look at what is in
existence now and you size up the
Northern Peninsula, you have &
situation on the Burin Peninsula
where you are going to open sixty
acute care beds - there were
eighty-six and you are now going
to have <cixty acute care beds.
Now, you look at the Northern
Peninsula and fFfrom what I gather,
there 1s a hospital at Norris
Point. Is that correct?
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MR. DECKER:
Yeas

MR. MATTHEWS:
How many beds?

MR. DECKER:
About fourteen,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Fourteen. Is there a hospital at
Port Saunders?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Not at Port Saunders, Port aul
Choix, 1is it not?

MR. MATTHEWS:
You have a situation didentical to
what exists on the Burin Peninsula.

S there a
aunders?

hospital at Port

I
[
-

MR. FUREY:

Port Saunders has a (inaudible)
centre.

MR. MATTHEWS:

So  we have twenty--cight. What
about St. Anthony?

MR. DECKER:

Sixty.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Sixty. So, how many does Lhat
give us?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Eighty-eight.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Fighty-eight. And now e are
going to open up a new health care
center in Roddickton. For how
many people? What is the
population of the Northern

Peninsula?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Seventeen thousand, maximum.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Seventeen thousand, maximum. Let
us say 20,000, Let us be
genarous . Let us be liberal in

this case.

AN HON. MEMBER: .
Let us be really libheral.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Let us not be really 1liberal,

because that gets dangerous. We -

have seen that in the last week or
SO. That is dangerous.

So you have 20,000 people and yet,
as a Premier, as a Minister of
Health, as & Cabinet and as a
government, you are trying to
conuince the people of Lhe Burin
Peninsula that sixty beds is going
to satisfy the health care
requirements of 35,000 to 40,000
people. When you do a comparison
it becomes very obuious that what
is  happening here 1is that this
government has decided to shut
down much needed hospital beds on
the Burin Peninsula to transfer it
to the Minister of Health's area
of the Province, 1in Roddickton.
It is as plain as the nose on your
face,

MR. R. AYLWARD:
They committed the big sin of
voting Tory.

MR. MATTHEWS:

That is what this Premier has done
after going around this Province
preaching fairness and balance and
'all regions of the Province will
be treated equally.’' Well, by
inflicting a net loss of twenty
hospital bads an the Burin
Peninsula and increasing it
soinewhere else is not failrness and
balance, and it ds not treating
all regions of this Province
equally.

Now, 1if they want to put twenty or
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thirty beds din Roddickton that dis
fine, but do not take Lthen away
from someone else to do it
Because you know how people react
when you take something away that
they already had. [ will say
sincerely in this House of
Assembly that the two delegations,
the town councils and the health
care committees and so on from the
Burin Peninsula, they are not
unreasonable people. And 1if there
is some way to better utilize the
facilities, thaen these peopla
would certainly entertain
consultation and discussion wibkh
the Minister of Health and the
govermnent to accomplish that.
The other side of Lthe coin is that
For St. Lawrence and Grand Rank,

in essence what this governmenl is
doing is wiping out an industry in
those towns. Sixty Jjobs din St
Lawrence are very, veairy
important. That town has become

so economically depressed up to -

MR.- KELLAND >

Would the hon. member permit a
question?

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

No. Sit down, boy. Sit down.

MR. R, AYLWARD:

Clyde 1is gone now, he is allowed
to stand up.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
And he does not have the moose
licences drawn.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Is the moose draw not over yet?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Yes,

MR. MATTHEWS ;
Sure half the moose are shot.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
I made a mistake and got Luo. I
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got yours.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, not being a big game
hunter, T am really baeing
distracted here now. I have lost
my trend of thought.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at a
community like St. Lawrence, which
had 1its wmine shut down, 1its fish
plant closed down - thank God the
mine 1is now reactilvated and we see
110 people or so working there,
And we see the fish plant working
again, but neither dndustry s
operating at the levels they were
hafore. And now you are going to
take sixty direct jobs out of that
community, and with the indirect
jobs that could probably amount to
close to 100 jabs heing taken out
of a comnunity like St. lawrence.

That is devastating to St.
lLawrence and the surrounding

communities,

As well, you are going to have the
same situation in Grand Rank,
where we have seen a decrease 1in
the number of employees at the
fish plant. Since the fisheries
restructuring crisis, I would say
there are approximately 200 people
less working in the fish plant in
Grand Bank than were there then,
And with the downturn now in the
fishery, the deep sea Fishery
particularly in this Province, we

are going to see further
reductions in employees. Even 1if

they are all maintained on the
payrolls of Fisheries Products
International, they are going to
earn less money. The amount of
time they are going to spend
processing fish 1s going to be
less, consequently their
unemployment insurance and so on
will be less. So it ds going to
he very, very negative for the
communities of Grand Bank and
Fortune, and all around the
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thirteen comnunities in - my
district, from Little St. Lawrence
to Garnish, So when & government
makes a decision to take away
another sixty jabs From those
comnunities, I think sometimes we
do it without fully understanding,
in essence, what we are dcing to
those communities and to the
people.

This government, for sure, hes
decided to shut down the hospitals
in St. Lawrence and Grand Rank
without knowing fully what they
are doing. They do not know. In
fact, in answering questions today
on how many beds are needed on the
Burin Peninsula for acube care and
chronic care, the Minister of
Health could not stand in  his
place and tell me. Now, here is a
minister who made this decision
just a few short weeks ago. Could
yau balieve that that minister
could make a decision to close out
some fifty-four o Fifty-five
hospital beds, to lay of F
approximately 110 hospital

employeas without krnowing the
requirements of ble Buerin

Peninsula?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
No.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Well, he did, and the govermnant
did. They did that. And  that
tells me something about this
government and 1t ties din  with
something I said yesterday. When
this Premier axed some of the most
competent c¢ivil servants who were
employed in the bureaucracy of
this Province, they are going to
suffer Lthe consequences of this:
They fired the Deputy Minister of
Health.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Order, Mr. Speaker.
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There are three or four meetings
on the go over there.

MR. MATTHEWS :

Now, Mr. Speaker, with all due
respect, I have stood din this
House and sat in this House since
it opened, and I ldistened to the
Premier lecturing before he opened
the House ahout decorum and other
things -~

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please]

The hon. gentleman is right, there
are three conversations going on
and it is heginning to take
primacy over the debate now. I
would ask hon. gentlemen to please
restrain themselves and allow the
hon. member to be heard.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

What we see here, Mr. Speaker, is
comparable to what happens to a
class in school. AFtar you have
them strapped to their seats so
long, if vyou do not give them a
recess break they get restless and
they start to talk among
themselves and pass notes and
flick pieces of paper with a ruler
and & rubber band. That 1is what
happens. Of course, the Premier
should know that he should allow
hiis members to leave the Chambar
on occasion to have a coffee or
open up the windows, and then when
they come back din they are more
relaxed and can participate more
positively in the functions of the

House But that 1s what we ses
here.
MR. TORIN

Do you think they are allowed to
go to the washroom?

MR. MATTHERWS:
Well, I am not sure. I have heard
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that they are not. ey are not
euen allowed to go to Lhe
washroom, The Premier says, 'Make
sure, before you go up at 2:00
p.m., that you use the facilities.'

MR. WARREN:
They are wearing disposables.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now, where we are they were before
us, and they know it d1s very .
difficult when you have Ltwenty or
SO people trying to use the
facilities at the came time. So,
I would advise members opposite
that 1f you want to c¢hat, and I
know you do, and that dis okay as
wall, go out in that bilg Comnon
Room you have over there and have
a chat, and really reflect on what
your government and your Premier
and the Minister of Health have
done to the communities of St
Lawrence and Grand Bank, and all
the communities in betwean.
Reflect on 1t and reach down into
the bottom of your stomachs and
ask yourselves can you really
support what this government has

‘done. Can you really? Can you

really support or pretend that vyou
support the 10 percent tuiltion
fees that you have dimposed on
students in this Province? Or can
you really support deop down
within vyou the slashing of the
private sector enmployment
program? Can you really do that
when you really do not have
anything to replace 1t7? I havsa
heard the sacial assistance
program being brought up as a
replacement. I see $2 million
being transferread ouver ko the
Mindister of Employment . Faor
what? What are you going to
accomplish with d4t7? Mayvhe some
day she will get up and tell us
what <she ds going to accomplish
with the $2 million.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
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She has not told us much yet.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, she has not told us much yet.
We hear this new program is being
considered. Well, I suppose you
can go on forever considering
programs, but it does not do much
to employ the people of the
Province or to help the private
sactor of this Province. What
this minister has allowed to
happen means a slash of 3,000 jobs
across this Province. Now, that
is a deadly blow to the private
sector and to rural Newfoundland,
and then you have the 110 jobs in
Grand BRank and St. Lawrence. That
is 3,110 jobs in tuwo little
decisions, as they saw it over
there, just one little slice with
the old machete; the old machete
mentality has set in: Ah, cut it

out . $7.5% million, what ds that?
Three thousand jobs in
Newfoundland and Labrador. That
is no problem. We will cut that

out and we will take half the $7.5
million and give 1t to Dr. House
and his Recovery Team. They are
going to create far more jobs than
that. Now, $7.5 million in the
Private Sector Employment Program
was in essence $15 milldion,
because for evary dollar thisg
government put dinte the program
they got $1.00 from the private
sector, So it was $1% million.
So what do they hope to accomplish?

AN HON. MEMBER:
How many jobs for youth?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now, that is a very good
question. I do not know 1if my
information is correct or not, and
I am sure the minister has the
information at her fingertips over
there, but there were a fairly
large number of student
applications for the Student
Employment Program that were not
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funded .

MR. TOBIN:
Chicken wing just came in.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, I know. 0ld chicken wing, he
is doing his part. He applied
under the student program and he
did not know that 1t was not
approved, like other members owver
there. They did not know that the
program was cancaelled, the private

sector employment program. They
actually called over to Lhe

project offFice and said, When will
my project be approved?

MR. TORBRIN:
01d chicken wing?

MR. WALSH:
I never called.

MR. MATTHEWS:

There were members who called from
your side and said, When will my
project be approved for the

private sactor amnmployment
program? That was in the last
week . They were informed that the

program no longer existed and you
could hear Lthe gasps come out ouver
the phone. I+ was like a cartoon,
where you see the big bulge come

out through the cord. They could
not believe 1t. There are savaeral
hundred student applications on

File over there 1n the Employment
Services Division that cannot be
addressed because of the attitude
and decisions of this government.

MR. BAKER:
That 1s not true.

MR. MATTHEWS:
The President of Treasury Board
says it dis not true.

MR. TOBIN:
It is true.

[Sa]
—
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MR. MATTHEWS:

What 1s true? Everything that is
said din this Chamber the Premier
says it 1is silly and stupid, and
the President of Treasury Roard
SAYS it 1is not true. Now, I
happen to know, as I had to tell
the Minister of Employment before,
that there were 1,534 applications
on Tile for Lthe Private Sector
Employment Program that she did
not know were there. The minister
could not tell me. She could not
tell me who wmade recemmendations
to Cabinet on approval for the
project. I had to tell her who

that was. I, as well, had to
intorm her, in  light of  har

remarks about patronage in the
program, that in two years not one
recomnendation to Cabinet Wa s
rejected on the Private Sector
Employment Program. There was not
¢ne rejection. Now, how can that
be patronage? We euven approved
one for this gentleman here who
was a director of a Ffirm. Now,
how is that patronage? We
approved one for Dicks and Dicks.
Is that patronage?

AN HON. MEMBER:
That is false.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, 1t 1s not false. I would just
as soon forget that in this
House, I could have brought this
up about a year ago and I chose
not to. I decided not to. As
minister responsible for the
program, I decided not to. I know
everything that happened and how
you squirmed and went and changed.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I will challenge you,

MR, MATTHEWS:

You can challenge all you Tlike,
but I know the story all too well,
Mr. Speaker. ATl to well I know
what happened. I was called on
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the matter when 1t was discovered
and I said, 'Leave it alone.' Do
you know why I  said leave it
alone? WUnlike the hon. gentleman,
we  tolerated you when you were
over hare and we were in
governmment. Do you know why I did
it, to be very honest with you?
It was hecause I had so much
respect for Lthe Privake Sector
Employment Program that I did not
want 1t tarnished by these kinds
of things becoming public. And I
said, for the integrity of Lhe
program, Jleave 1t alone. Baecause
we werae under Fire From tha
Opposition in this House of
Assembly for about a week or so on
the Private Sector Employment
Program, which isg Failr enough.
But I  helieved so much dn  {he
progreamn that I did not want the
program damaged in any way
because, as I saild, 1in two vyoars
there was not - a rejection by
Cabinet when the recommendations

came up. There were a e
problems discoverad aftaer the
approvals were done, which is fair
@enough. When you have Llhousands

of applications coming into &
department, people lined up at Lthe
desk, particularly from tLhe
Avalon, to fill out their
applications for the program, then
you arae under pressure Lo get
approvals. That is why, Lhis
vear, we sent the applications out
early in  the vyear around this
Province so they would come bhack
earlier and the project offices
would have a chance Lo complete
the applications and get pertinent
information. The applications
would then he referred to the
interdepartmental committee which
made recomnendations, and
everything would be wore orderly
and Cabinet would not he under
pressure to makae hasky approuvals.
That is why I did dit. I did &l
these things Lo try bto make the
program more successful and more
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equitable Her everybody around
this Province from Labrador, down
the Northern Peninsula, along the
South Coast and so aon. That 1s
why I did dit. And I will tell
you, when I went to the lock-up to
be briefed on the Budget, the two
things that hurt me most in the
Budget Highlights were the closure
of the two hospitals, Grand Bank

and St. Lawrence, and the
cancellation by this
administration of the Private

Sactor Employment Program. It
affected me very, very deeply.
This member here from Mount Pearl,
the Fformer Finance Minister, was
there with me and he knows.

MR. HODDER:
and they had the face to say there
was patronage.

MR. MATTHEWS:

There was no patronage in that
program, I can assure you, none
whatsoever.

MR. TOBIN:
What were you saying about the
member for Port de Gravae?

MR. MATTHEWS:

I am finished saying anything
about the member  for Port de
Grave. I said why I did or did
not do some things that other
people would have done, and there

was good reason for that. The
reasan is as I have just

outlined. But if the shoe were on
the other foot, I think we would
see a different ball game. But,
then, that 1s the difference in
people. That ds why, I gduess,
some people would have stood in
this House today and said 'I am
sorry'. They would have sucked
back what they said.

HON. MEMBER:
A man of principle.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

That 1s the way I am. I have
always been very strong-willed and
I guess I will go to my grave like
that.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

I have neuver been known Lo bhack
down from anything or anyone and,
pléase God, I will still bhave the
courage Lo continue to be like
that.

I and this former administration
were accused 1in this House today
of nolt having courage. Well, 1
suppose you can put all kinds of
interpretations on different
words, but T would like to think
that dnstead of <saying we were
less courageous than some other
people are or would like to he
perceived around this Province, I
would like to say that we were a
1ittle more compassionate.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
And I think if you are going to be

successful in running this
Province as a Premier, Aas a

Cabinet and as a governmenl, you
somehow have to find the mix. You
have to take tough decisions
sometimes that are nobt always
popular. put, as well, you have
to he compassionate. So, 1if you
can get a mix of the two 'c's',
then I think vyou thave a fair
chance of pleasing most of the
people and you will end up being
successful in what you ar
pursuing.

MR, TORBIN:
John, what 1s that story?
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Leave John alone. John is under
enough pressure as Minister of
Social Services.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Trying to get the $8 wmillion back.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He is out on a big search of the
Province now, He has his people
looking in c¢losets for the clothes
and other things he 1s gqgoing to
want to take bhack, the $8 million
he is going to find.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Tearing up mattresses to see if he
can find 1it. Fhey will have to
buy a new mattresses now.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yas, everything. e is on a
rampage of the Province. The same
gentleman who fought the cause for
social assistance recipients in
this Province for Ffour years. We
saw what he did with +the Budget,
and now he 1is socking it to them
again.

MR. TOBIN:
He cut the budget. Less than a $2
million increase.

MR. MATTHEWS:

It dis a dismal performance for a
man, by kthe way, whom I thought
would be an excellent Minister of

Social Services. I said, 'He 1is
going to be an excellent
minister, ! because he had mne
convinced that he believed so much
in fighting for the
underprivileged., And he has
become so quiet and so mum that I
cannot really believe 1it. He was
a fighter, but the fight went out
of him and 1t dis too Dbad. I

suppose that is all right, too.

Perhaps he wants to learn a bhit
more, but if you listened to him
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for the last two or three years
you would think he knew more about
social assistance than anyone else

in the world. He was going to
increase everything: All
allowances were going to be
increased. But what happened to

it?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He got hils arrogance injection.

MR. MATTHEWS:

You helped establish the
priorities of your govermnent, and
cbviously vyou did not stand up
enough for the social assistance
recipients of this Province. You
saw millions of dollars going Lo
Dr. House - $2 million and you
sat  there and you allowed your
Premier and your Cabinet
colleagues to say, We are going Lo
have a $5 million surplus, when
you should have said, et us
halance the budget. Give me the
$5 million to give to Lhe poor of
the Province. You sat there and
you took that.

MR. TORIN:
Now he 1is going ko healk Llhien up
for $8 million.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, he 1is going to go oulb now
with the c¢lub. He 1is gqgoing Lo
club them.

. MR. RIDEQUT:

And with hobnail boots.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Pass over the $8 million or you
are going to get a sledge. Big
bumps on the c¢lub too, T suppose,
big knots. He dis going to heat
them into submission.

MR. TOBIN:

He is going Lo bake back $8
million from the poor, the sick
and the suffering of this Province?
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Why would the minister even say
that he was going out to get back
$8 million from the poor of this
Province? Why make such a
statement when he knows he cannot
do 1it? The poor people do not
have it to give him. Oh, I know
what he 1is going to do, he 1is
going to issue their cheques with
less money on them.

MR. TOBIN:
He should go to Treasury Board and
ask him to write (inaudible).

MR, MATTHEWS:

He should. And if the President
of Treasury Board has half the
compassion that he professes to
have 1in this House, and he 1s as
decent as I believe he dis - 1
think he is one of the most decent
individuals I have euver met,

MR. TOBIN:
Who?

MR. MATTHEWS:
The President of Treasury Board.

MR. TOBIN:
He is a fine fellow.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I taught with him for a while
too. He is a terrible teacher.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
And he isg a
environmentalist.

terrible

MR. MATTHEWS:

He convinced himself that he was a
biologists and, wmore importantly,
he convinced the Cabinet that he
was a biologist and he sold Bt to
be used in the spray program. He
said I know more about spray that
anyone else. And he looked at the
member for Windsor Ruchans and
he said, Now listen here, I know
more about spray than the rest of
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you put together.

MR. TORIN:
(Inaudible) the budworm.

MR. MATTHEWS:
No, he said, Now we are going to

use Bt this year, T am an
environmentalist and I am a

biologist, and I know more about
it than anyone else.

MR. SIMMS:
Chemical warfare.

MR. MATTHEWS: .
Chemical warfare. Yes, Using &
bit of the other stuff might be a
little bilk more wiser than poverly
welfare, too, if the forests of
the Province fall a part.

MR. TOBIN:
Get back to your point,

MR. SIMMS:
It will be Rt Baker's fault.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Bt BRaker will stand up then and he
will ‘take full responsibility, I
am sure he will. 01d Bt Baker.

MR. TORIN:
First you said he was a good nan,
but a poor teacher. I know he is
a good man.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He was awful. That is why he left
teaching.

MR. TOBIN:

But he 1is no better than the
Minister of Development. He is a
good man.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Having said that in fun, seriously
he is a very decent individual and
he was good biologist. And he is
a good politician. But I have
listened to him in the last couple
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of days and I am not so sure how
he ig going to perform as
President of Treasury Board. I am
not so sure. Listening to him
speak publicly, I am not so sure
how he and Mr. March are going to
make out. I am not so sure.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
There is a fight coming.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Ah, there are going to be lots of
fights.

MR. SIMMS:
We will know soon encugh,

MR. MATTHERWS:
Yes,

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. March was out on the steps
today .

MR. MATTHEWS:
He was out there today, ranting
and roaring.

MR. RIDEQUT:
He was in a familiar position.

MR. MATTHEWS:
A familiar position, and he did
not care who was at the top.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
March will not be working for
Seabright next time.

MR. WINDSOR:
He was not out with the judge
today, was he?

MR. R. AYLWARD:

No, he was not out with the judge
today, and he will not be with the
judge the next time.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He would accept any friends, he
said. Tt is hard to believe,.
Hard to believe.
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There are a lot of members over
there and a lot of ministers who
have their day coming. Me
Minister of Social Services is
getting bhored now in the House, he
is not getting any questions.
Rut, of course, he 1is preoccupied
with the $8 million purge.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He cannot get up every day now and
make accusations.

MR. SIMMS:

He 1s not doing anything.

MR. TORIN:
Wait until it hits.

MR. MATTHEWS :
Wait 't1l she strikes!

MR. SIMMS:
How about the Minister of Finance?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The Minister of Finance? i
suppose I should be taking more
about that minister than any olther
minister din this debate, because
it is the Budget Debate. Bulk what
can you say about a minister who
was not permitted ko introduce a
$1 billion Interim Supply Rill?
The President of Treasury Roard
had to do that.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
I know why now.

MR. MATTHEWS:

And he has been asked six or ssvaen
questions d1in the House which he
has not even gotten up on his feet
to even attempt to answer.

MR. WINDSOR:

Scandalous!

MR. MATTHEWS:

He was asked a question today and
he answered 1t incorrectly. I
asked how much money was in the
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Budget for the continuation of the
St. Lawrence and Grand Rank
Hospitals and he said, nothing.
Then the Premiar very quickly
looked back and said, There is
money there, Hubert.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

And  the Premier was right.
Recause that was exactly the
answer. Aind then the poor
Minister of Health was S0
embarrassed he had to jump up and
take up a book and start to read
it. I do not know where he got it.

MR. WINDSOR:

We are three months into the
fiscal year and the Minister of
Finance does not know that he
spent so much.

MR. MATTHEWS:

The Minister of Health did not see
it 1in the Budget document, did
he? There is nothing specifically
listed 1in the Budget for Grand
Bank and St. Lawrence, when you
have listed the rest of the
hospitals. From where did you dig
up the figure, that is the
guestion.

AN HON. MEMBER:
It ids cover—-up.

MR. MATTHEWS:

It is covered up like the increase
in electricity rates that is going
to hit this Province 1s covered
up, some 14 or 15 per cent. Now,
they did not cover up the tuition
fees, I do not suppose they could
find a way to do it. But what
they do not realize, you see, is
that by wacking the tuition fees
up by 10 per cent they are going
to end up costing themselves just
as much money anyway, because
Student Aid calculations are
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formatted. I am sure the minister
must think about that over there.
He 1is looking very pensive today.
They are hoping you would not talk
about things like this, The
Minister of Education, if he was
sincere, would stand in his place
and say, Look, I fought with wmy
Cabinet colleagues. And I
honestly think he did. I think he
is sincere about students, and I
think he is sincere about
post-secondary and csecondary
education.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

They would not  listen Lo the
scientists on Bt, and they would
not listen to  the experbs on
education.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, they did listen Lo the
biologist on spray, but they would
not listen to the expert on
education. That 1s the problem.

MR. TOBIN:

Who is the expert on education?

MR. MATTHERWS:
The Minister of Education is Gbthe
expert on education.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
The member for St. John's North.

MR. TOBIN:
He 1s a decent fellow.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, there is no question. He is
very decent.

The only thing that worries me is
that The Minister of FEducabtion may

have taken Some advice on
aducation fFrom the Minister of
Finance. Nowl, if  such ds the

case, and to be very honest I do
not think that -

MR. SIMMS:
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The Minister of Finance should
have been Dean of Education,
should he not?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yaes, hut the committee did not
even interview him, did they?

MR. SIMMS:
Les would not take him con.

. MR, MATTHEWS:

No, he would not have him.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
So he upped the tuition right away.

MR. SIMMS:
Yes, he socked to the students.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, he whacked it to the
students, but I have a funny
feeling that by the end of
September we are going to see who
is going to sock it to whom. I
would say you are going to see
more than 200 or 300 people on the
steps down there come September,
and then the Premier and the
Minister of Education will have to
go down, I suspect, because they
will not go away unless they come
down . We will go down, as we did
today .

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

Is that the member for LaPoile
making a grunt and a groan over
there again? I must say to the
member, I was dimpressed with his
speech.

MR. SIMMS:
I liked the speech by the member
far Placentia.

MR. MATTHEWS:
That was the best yet. He speaks
in the House every day, but it is
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usually a barb across the House Lo
you, He has no sense of humour.
You have to have a sense of humour
to survive in any profession,
particularly din politics, 4if you
are going to come here and sit in
this Legislature as long as this
Premier says we are going to sit

here, Any one who does not have a
sense of humour better develop one
fast. You will have no problems

finding use for the beds in Grand
Bank and St. Lawrence, hecause you
will be able Lo upen up a
psychiatric ward and very gquickly
all of us here will FL11 1t up, we
will take turns, 1if vyou do not
develop a sense of humour here 1in
this Legislature. So let us not
get so bogged down din it a&ll. We
get so serious Lthat we cannot do
as we are doing right now. Chiow
a scattered barb and laugh about
it. [f we do not, we will all qgo
funny . Most people out there
think we are crazy now anyway, and
there are times I tend to agree
with them; I wonder and reflect on
why I got into this profession.

MR. TOBIN:
There 1is a big garden down Cthere,
too. Can you see the member for
Placentia setting potatoes?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The first candidate to go in 1is
obviously the member Ffor Burin
Placentia West.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

I can tell you that the only
reason he 1s here i1s because I
signed him out this wmorning.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
The beds have been closed now, so
you cannot get him back in.

MR. MATTHEWS:
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Having said that, and I say that,
of course, 1in jest, because, as
eueryone knows, he 1s my good
friend -

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Sometimes.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He is good sometimes, yes, and he
hates to be outdone by anyone, $0
I was very surprised when I got
the Flick out of the House today
that I did not see him coming
right behind me. But getting hack
Lo education, on a very serious
nota, I expect that over the next
two or three years we are going to
really see the educational funding
escalate and increase in this
Province, because we have some
fairly heavy educators now in the
Province who are sitting in the
caucus and the Cabinet. We have
the Minister of FEducation, the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations, the member for
Exploits, the Minister of Finance,
the member for Carbonear, and the
member for Windsor Buchans is
educated.

MR. TOBIN:
The member for Port au Port.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I am talking about the
heavyweights, educational heauy
weilghts.

So we expect to see great strides
in the educational funding of this
Province. As I said, we look
forward to the upcomning
negotiations with the Newfoundland
Teachers' Associlation.

MR. SIMMS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
We will see how  many of the
resolutions that were passed at
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their annual convention are going
to be addressed.

MR. SIMMS:
They want a 20 per cent increase,

MR, MATTHEWS:
They want a 20 per cent increase,

We will see this time, when the
negotiations get rough - maybe
they will not, though - who pulls
out the old Kleenex and stands up
in front of 700 or 800 teachers
and weeps because they could not

get anvmore. We will see what
happens this time, We will soe
which side they will c¢ry for this
time. Will it be For the

Newfoundland Teachers'
Association, the teachers of this
Province, or will they cry because

Lhe government is financially
strapped?

'"Please, do nokt put any more
pressure on us. Havue compassion
on Pat and I,' Roger will say.

'Have compassion. We stood up for
you . We could only get you 3 pear
cent or 4 per cent, but please do
not force the governmenlt too hanrd
because we are members of it now.
So take it easy, be reasonable.
Say 4 per cent is a good increase
this time. Make the government
look good.' That 1is what we are
going to see.

Now, I deo not think for a minute
that the Minister of Education is
going to stand for that, because I
have more Faith in him. I do not
have that much faith in the other
two because I have sean tham

operate. I have seen Lhem
stickhandle and try to skate with
ohe skate on. I have seen all

that. And I have seen theilr true
colours, and we are going Tto see
them again.

We will see now, when Lthe Premier
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puts the thumb down, really where
they stand on the cause of
aducation in Newfoundland and
Labrador, and where they stand on
the plight of the Newfoundland
Teachers' Association, We will
see. It will not be long before
we will see, If they think again
that they will only have 200 or
300 out on the steps, there will
be a lot more out there.

MR. SIMMS;
The member for Stephenville 1is
there right behind the Premier.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He should not bhe right behind the
Premier, that member, he should be
up next to the Premier.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

There is a member in this
lLegislature who is sincerely
concerned about the youth of this
Province, who has been, 1s, and
will continue to be. The only
one, I suppose, 1in the lLegislature
who, over the last four years, 1
could compare to myself with
concern for the youth of the
Prouvince, and it is that memher.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

I could not believe, I do not
believe yet, that he does not have
the responsibility for the youth
of this Province, by the way,
because I think he would make an
excellent minister.

MR, SIMMS:
He should be in the Cabinet.

MR. MATTHEWS:
If I were Premier of NewFoundland
and Labrador, he would be the
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first man I would call into
office. Do you know why? PRecause
he 1s sincere about Lthe youth of
this Province and he means well
for them, Maybe 1t d1s because he
is one of the vyounger members of

the Legislature and he -has
performed very, very well. Rut
where have the youth

responsibilities disappeared?

Where have they gone?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Buried under the water and sewer.

MR. MATTHEWS:
What 1s the old song, Where has
all the something gone?

MR. SIMMS:
"Where Have A1l The Flowers Gonea?'

MR. MATTHEWS:

Where has culture gone? Where has
tourism gone? Where have the
youth responsibilities gone?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
To the department of
but the kitchen sink.

everything

MR. MATTHEWS :

Where has it all gone?
Responsibilities, divisions that
had such high priority before in
this Province, are now buried

somewhere else. Why? Is Lhe
youth of this Province not
important enough? Is culture 1in
this Province not important

enough? Is rural development not
important enough? Is tourism not
important enough? What is
important enough in this Province,
Mr. Speaker? That 1s what I have
to ask. What is important?

I can tell you what this Premier
has done. I have to stand in this
House again, being the honest
person that I am, and say that I
agreed with & reduction 1in the
size of the Cabinet. I agreed
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with that. I told the man that I
supported for leader of this party
that one of the conditions I would
support him on was that there
would have to be a reduction in
the size of the Cabinet, because I
thought it was too big, even if it
meant that I bhad to go. Aind T
would have gone, by the way.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Tt almost meant I had to go.

MR, MATTHEWS:

This wman dug din his fingernails
hanging on, my buddy here, but I
said to the Premier, No, Ileave
him. He 1s a good fellow.

Rut seriously, I sincerely
believed that and I believe it
today. That was a condition, and
I talked to Tom Rideout about
that. And he had the same

commitment as I did. But I said
to him, at the same time, You
cannolt reduce the size of your
Cabinet so that the departments of
government become nonfunctional.
Again, it was a matter of degree.

And what has this Premier done?
Divisions have heen lost in
departments that no one has heard
tell of since.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
That is
disappeared.

right. Wildlife

MR. MATTHEWS:

If you were to be honest, Mr.
Premier, or if vyou knew what was
going on in the bureaucracy of
this government, you would know
that things are very quickly
coming to a stop, grinding to a
halt. The people of the Province
are not going to be as well served
as they were hefore and they care
about that . They care about
applications being processed as
soon as they can, and cheques and
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invoices being dealt with as soon
as bthey can. And what you have
don, Sir, you have again gone from
one extreme to the other; you have
made certain departments of this
government nonfunctional and there
will be decisions made and things
done by some of your ministers and
they will not know what has
happened, because some of your
ministers have too many
responsibilities and they just
cannot do justice to them.

Rut, of course, that was fine. I
said, Well, & reduction is not too
bad. The Premier 1s mouving in Uthe
right direction. He has decreasad

the Cabinet from nineteen Lo
fifteen and, as I saild yesterday,
he has probably saved the

taxpayers $200,000 to $250,000 in
salaries and so on.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Around that.

MR. MATTHEWS:

It 1is around that +to run four
ministers, $200,000. Rut because
he ds saving $200,000 on one hand
and making government more and
more nonfunctional, he is going
of f to appointing comnissions and
the Economic Recovery Team, which
is gqgoing to cost this Province
this year $3 million, when he
could have kept his Four ministers
for $200,000 and have goltten just
as much value out of it. You can
nod and shake your head, you see,
but you believe in wizards and so
on, and doctorates, but I do not.
I believe 1in practical people. He
has left. Make no wonder he
left. A man who has cost Llthe
taxpayers of this Province an
additional of %2.8 wmillion to set
up an Economic Recovery Team. I
they create 500 jobs for  this
Province, I will swallow the
budget book. Now, you might say,
You are capable of doing that
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anyway, and you may be right.

(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, I know the Minister of Social
Services would Jlike to see me
swallow the budget baook. And I am
sure that over the last week there
were times he wished that he had

swallowed 1it. I am sure there
were, because he must be S0

emnbarrassed with the document.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Sure he is.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Ninety-five million additional
taxes ofF the skin of the people
of Newfoundland and Ilabrador, and
then he has the gall to say, I am
going out and take another $8
million off +those who can least
afford it, You will have them
going around with short pants on
all vyear long; they will not he
able to afford to buy long
underwear,

MR. TOBIN:
The Pennman's.

MR. MATTHEWS:
The Pennman's are gone.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Strip him.

MR. BAKER:
(Inaudible) Tory Stanfields.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Never mind the Tory Stanfields,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

That is all they will have left to
keep them together, a pair of
Stanfields.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes. I would say the minister had
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bhetter get some Krarzy Glue in and
soma paltches.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
But he feels bad about it,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, he does feel bad, but he will
not stay din the House and acdinit
that he wmade a blunder. Nedilthear
will the Minister of Finance, the
minister who miscalculated, whao
admitted in the front of people he
miscalculated and said, Boys, we
nead $95 wmillion more in taxes. I
do not know why and I do noat
understand the formula that got me
to come up with the $9% wmillion
figure, but we are going to take
$95 million off then anyway. That
is what we are dealing with over
there and you may as well adinit 1it.

And you must be all saying today,
my God, who do we have in charge
of the Ffinances of the Province?
Can you dmagine the fiscal agents
of this Province, Standard and
Poor and Moody's?

AN HON. MEMBER:
They are in shock.

MR. MATTHEWS :

I would say they have booked
flights for Newfoundland bhut are
going in the opposite direction.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Yes. You will never get to New
York.

MR. MATTHEWS:

It is like John Crosbie said: i
you keep going Fast you will end
up West. Well, I would say Gthat
is  the only way they will get
here, if they go all a way around
the world. Recause they will bhe
afraid to come near Lhe Province
to see what is happening to Lhe
finances of this Province.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
They should keep going.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, they had better keep going.
T would say they should pass over

the rock and never land. So, that
is what we are into. We are 1into
incompetence. We are into

inexperience.

DR. KITCHEN:
We were.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Now listen to who said, "'We
were ., ' Will every one 1in this
House listen to who said 'We were'
into inexperience and
incompetence. The old Wordless

Wonder, who got the award in the
House of Assembly, who did not
know the formula and 1s Minister
of Finance. He did not know the
fiscal terms. The member for
Mount Pearl had to send him over a
list of definitions because he
could not understand, he wished he
would talk to him in English.

MR. WINDSOR:
They are right in the front of his
budget. They are all there.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He was using fiscal terms like
bonding, credit agencies, fiscal
capacity and things like that, and
the minister stood 1in his place
and said, 'I do not know what the
hon. member 1is asking me. I wish
he would ask it in English.'

MR. R. AYLWARD:
The real tough one like
denominator, that threw him.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Can you imagine? And he Tooks
over here and says that Lhis
Province  was heing managed by
incompetents. il asked him a
question today and he did not even
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know if there were &% cents in the
budget +to continue the operation
of Grand PRank or 8t. Lawrence .
and when I asked him if he shut
them down today was there any
money there for contingency
plans, he did not know that. Now,
what does he know outside of
inflicting taxes on the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador? That
says what he knows.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He knows how ko uUse & vacuum
cleaner to suck out the wallet.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, vyes, I have never seen Uthe
like!

MR. RIDEQUT:

He knows how to use a sucltion pump
in your pockets.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yas, I am going to  tell you
something -

MR. R. AYLWARD:

That is where all those fish pumps
went. He has them for sucking up
money .

MR. MATTHEWS:
- 1t 1s wvicious! It 1s shocking,

what he has done. What he has
done ig absolutely ridiculous.
Ninety-five million dollars in
additional taxes. Three hundred
additional dollars for every man,
woman and child this year. The

poor students, as I said, will not
be able to afford to come to
university. They will not be able
to afford to turn on the lights to
study . We will have a bigger
Failure rate in the post-secondary
institutions of this Province this
year because students will not be
able to afford to have Lhedr
lights on to study. So, I suppose
you will have to buy them a
flashlight, & little penlight, or
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kerosene. But he taxed kerosene,
too, did he not? If he did not
tax the kerosene, he taxed the
lamps. If you are affluent enough
to give your son oar daughter a
car, an old second car to come to
St. John's tao try and get them
around, to make university life a
little more pleasant, they cannot
afford to put the gas in it. That
is what we have seen here by this
minister and by this gouvernment,
And do you know something? What
is really frightening is that they
are proud of what they have done.
They are proud of what they have
done.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
It 1s strange,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yas . As we said, it 1is a real
change.

MR. RIDEOUT:
It is the same old recovery team
they had in place in the 1960s.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, the Recovery Team, that is a
new idea,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, yes.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
That is an up-and-comer, that one.

MR. MATTHEWS:
There was a team put together in
the mid-1960s.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The Premier was here then. That
is where he got the idea.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Oh, yes, he was here al the time.
That was the time he was oul to do
away with some unions, was it not?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
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Yas.

MR. MATTHEWS:

About the same time.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What did he <say about St. Joh's
then?

MR. MATTHEWS:
He said St. John's was a parasitic
city.

AN HON. MEMBER:
The wmember. For 5St.
agrees.

John's South

MR. MATTHEWS:

There was a team put together in
the 1960s that was very similar Lo
that, and 1t was digshanded by
Premier Moore's in 1972. I do not
know what the results were. I do
not know what we got out of 1t. I
do not think we got too much.
They called the shots. Do  vou
know what they did? They did
exactly what this Economic
Recovery Team 1s going to do.

I have +to laugh when I see the
member For Burin Placentia West
over there. It makes me laugh.
He 1s so funny. He 1s over there
now trying to get something out of
the Minister of Development Ffor
the Marystown Shipyard. He would
do anything to get something For
his district, I suppose you have
to admire him for that. [ would
not be surprised now d1if he dis
going to take the minister out to
dinner dnstead of the minister
taking him. It would not surprise
me one bit.

But, you know, this Economic
Recovary Team that was established
in the 1960s called +the shots in
auary department of governmeant,
and they really turned oult to bhe a
thorn +din  the side of all the
officials and the bureaucrats and
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the ministers,
in their sides.

They were a thorn

MR. RIDEQUT:
That 1is where the Premier got the
idea. He is a '60s person.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, he 1s a man for the 1960s,
trying to perform going dinto the
1990s, there is no question about
that.

AN HON. MEMBER:
He will never get dinto the year
2000s doing stuff like that.

MR, MATTHEWS:
No, never, never,

AN HON. MEMBER:
There will be real Commission of
Government (inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

I will tell you that the name of
this Province will be changed by
the year 2000 with the performance
of this Minister of Finance. I do
not know what it will be called.
Poverty Isle, I would say .
Poverty Isle, or something like
that. That 13 what we are headed
inte, absolutely! Going bhack to
the former Economic Recovery Team,
and the Premier was tLthen 1in the
governmant, you had a Director
General of Planning, & Director of
Resource Planning, a Director of
Resource Planning, & Director of
Infrastructure Planning, a
Director of Human Resource
Planning and an Assistant Director
of Planning. It sounds so close
to what we have heard announced
over the last week so that we are
hack to & situation like the G60s,
where we had such success from the
605 Economic Recovery Team that we
are now going to put another one
in place. There were factories,
rubber hoots, and all kinds of
stuff.
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AN HON. MEMBER:
Hockey sticks.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yas, hockey sticks. We are going
into all that.

AN HON. MEMBER:

And orange juice.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I was too young to remember that.
I just remember Lhe Fconomic
Recovery Team from the G60s bacause
someone reminded me of it.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MATTHEWS :

Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe 1it,
and they have not been out for
recess. But I will tell you one
thing, that +the Chairman should
recommend to the Speaker that 1if
the Emperor is not going to let
them leave -their seats, he should
provide oranges. It ds like dn
the old soccer games, at half time
you always bought a dozen oranges
for the opponents.

AN HON. MEMBER:

They only got a half orange.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Never in Grand Bank did you only
get a half orange. You probably
got two  oranges., Racause, you
see, we were not very hospitable
whan you are an the playing
surface, but for the ten minutes
you went of at half time we
thought vou were half human and we
considered you to be so.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You tripped people when they were
playing.

MR. MATTHEWS:
No, I never did that. I certainly
did not when I played,. I was too
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clean a player to ever engage 1in
that kind of thing on a playing
tield. I played fair, as I play
now. I played hard and agressive,
but fair. The very people who are
in the Gallery today, by the way,
were my main opponents 'in soccar,
the people from St. Lawrence. Do
you know why they admired me
most? PBecause I played hard and I
was aggressive, That 1s the kind
of people that they like, because
that 1is the kind of people they
are.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

I was a good, clean player, I
never tripped anyone else up
unless they tripped me up first,
You are allowed to trip if someone
trips you first.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Sure. That dis fair.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I will tell you how fair and clean
a player I was. I played for
seventeen years in this Province
at all lJevels, junior and senior.
I played for every Newfoundland
select team that there was while I
played soccer, by the way. Today,
when I got the flick from +this
Housea it remninded me of
something: It reminded me of the
only time I got a red card in
seventeen years.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Who gave it to you?

MR. MATTHEWS:

My gaod friend, Newman PBartlett.
But, you know, he had to do it.
Newman would do it anyway, because
he did not want to let me go out
of my career flawless or too clean.

MR. SIMMS:

L566 June 13, 1989 Vol XLI

To match your hair.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, it was redder than my hair. I
thought back today, as a result of
that . I must tell you I am no
more prouder today of whab I did
than I was when I got sent off the
playing field 1in wmy home town,
when I got the red card.

MR. TOBIN:
Were you a clean player?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, But what happened that night
on the playing field, when I got
the raed card, was somewhat similar
to what happened over Lhe last
couple of days. A guy was  much
shorter than me and could nolt junp
high enough to head the ball Ffrom
me, so I would just stand and head
the ball away. For the first game
inm Burin, he would come with his
feet up and he would catch me
right din the thighs with the
cleats on his bootks. I put up
with it for one game. I came into
Grand Bank and the First high ball
came in and this little fellow ran
in, I just nodded the hall away
and in he comes with them again in
the same spot, and I was getting
pretty sore by now. Rut the play
went on and 1t  happerned again.
Then I said to him, Listen, I put
up with this two nights ago in
Burin, and I have put up with 4t
twice tonight, but the next time
you come and do that vyou will not
do it anymore, He was a neruy
little fellow and short.

MR. TOBIN:
He is shorter now, 1s he not?

MR. MATTHEWS:

He dis shorter now. That it a good
point. And do you krnow what? He
had the nerve to do it.

But I got the red card. As the
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member says, he 1s shorter now
than he was then. I think I +took
ahout three inches off Lthe bottom
of his two legs, of which I was
not proud. His Uncle started
screeching that poor old Matthews
-had killed Keith. The referee, by
the way, did not see it, which was
a funny thing. He was gqoing away
from the play when he heard this
screeching and bawling, and he
looked hack, of course, and saw
the player there. I was about
fifty yards away by now, and I was
saying, 'T  did not do anything
with him,' but I got the red
card. Well, today was similar,
you see; you get rubbed and rubbed
and rubbed so sore, and you talk
to people who will neot listen to
you. That is  exactly how the
people in the Gallery felt today.
They were rubbed sore by this
government, rubbed very sore, and
I was rubbed sorer, or more sore.
I have been at this for seven or
eight years now, trying to protect
the health care services for these
people. I know them all
personally and so well. They are
friends. My family is down
there. It dis not like somebody
from some other part of the
Province representing, who does
not know them. I can knock on any
door in the district and know them
all personally, because I spent my
life there. But I got rubbed so
Lhin today. And to have Lo
tolerate the arrogance aof the

Premier in a ineeting earlier
today, a Premier who went about
this Province promising that

things were going to be so much
better in all facets of our
society, in all sectors, and in
particular the health care sector,
and to see him treat those people
with such disrespect and arrogance
this morning, I Jjust could not
take any more. T believe so much
in the cause I said, 'If it means
that I have to get the red card
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from the House of Assembly today,
then I guess the Speaker will have
to give it to me.' So it is a
very similar comparison.

AN HON. MEMRER:
I do not want you to get sick or
anything, bhut in health care -

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yas . Health Care: A Liberal
Government will keep hospital beds
open as long as the demand exists,
and give financial priority to the
upgrading and dmprovement of our
health care system. The Liberal
plan can make a real change.'
Yes, it can make a real change!
It 1s going to make a real change
for the 110 employees in Grand

Rank and St. Lawrence. Thay have
a choice: Go  on welfare and
hopefully the minister -~ no, I
cannot say that. That 1 being
contradictory, and I do nobt want
to he like the Premier. I was

going to say I hope he gets enoughn
hack from the $8 million purge
that he can afford Lo give them
welfare, the people who are not
going to have jobs - or they can
make a decision to move Lo somne
other part of the Province or out
of the Province. Maybe we will
have an additional 110 people
leave the Province, which
certainly will not sit wvery well
with the Premier who was going Lo
bring 35,000 or 40,000 Dback &
month or so ago. Mavbe we will
have the 110 Pass the 35,000
coming back. I do not know. That
is a real change for them. It is
social upheaval. There 15 nothing
worse in bLhis world than
insecurity, knowing that your job
1s uncertain.

Fvaryone in this lLegislature,
unless you have another job or you
have an outside income, feals
insecure everyday. I have

here just about eight years and
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every morning I wake up I feel
insecure, because I have to look
beyond this term of another three
years and to what I do after
that. Well, these people do not
know how 1long they have to look
before they are unemployed, these
people in those hospitals.
Because the Minister of Finance
does not know if he has any money
to  keep them going until next
week, they do not know how long
they will be there. Can  you
imagine how the employees who are
in this Gallery will feel today
driving down that Burin Peninsula
Highway? Thay know that the only
thing the Premier did today was
agree to send his Minister of
Health down there just to say that

he did send him down there. He
left the clear dmpression that
there certainly was no

encouragement .

I do not know how his meeting went
with Grand Bank.

PREMIER WELLS:
It went very well.

MR. MATTHEWS:

It went very well. I am surprisad
to  hear that. You must have
changed your tone from this
morning or it would not have gone
very well with the Mayor of Grand
Bank, I assure you.

MR. RIDEOUT:
I hope he did not grin.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No. I hope the Mayor did not
smile. He would have gotten
reprimanded if he had smiled this
afternoon. Mayor Long got a rap
on the knuckles this marning
because he smiled.

MR. SIMMS:
Explain that one.
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MR. MATTHEWS:
No. It is too belittling to even
get into,

Let us deal with the bigger issuc
of the feelings of the employees
who were here today, who  are
driving over the Burin Peninsula
Highway back home right now, and
the employees who are down there
who are waiting for the report
from their delegation. Let us
deal with that.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Did the minister tell themn to hold
a public meeting whern he goes down
there?

Oh, vyes. He told them he would do
whatever they wanted him to do,

and I am sure he will. He s
going down to wvisit the facility,
which is very important. Mo
whole Social Policy Commitlee - do
they have a Social Policy
Committee, by the way?

They have three Planning ancd

Priorities comnittees, they have =«
Chairman of Social Policy and a
Chairman of Resource, but [ do not

know if they are actual
committees . Has the Premier
constructed a Social Policy

Committee of Cabinet? Who Chairs
it? Who dis Chairman of the Social
Policy Committee of Cabinet? Whao
is the Chairwman?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
The Premier. He chairs everything.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Is the Minister of Education the
Chairman?

AN HON. MEMBER:
Yes, he dis.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He d1s7? He does nolb want to admit
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it. He does not want to admit he
is Chairman of the Social Policy
Committee of Cabinet. What the
Chairman of the Social Policy
Committee should do 1s do what
this Party and this government
did, take the Social Policy
Committee down there, It is a
very important social idssue. What
bigger and more important social
issue will you get? Go down, take
a look at the facilities and meet
with the people. Meet with those
who are employees, meet with those
in the hospital beds and talk to
them. And talk to some of tLthe
older people who have relied on
thaose facilities all their lives.
Go down and get the real feel for
the decision you have made,
because I say very honestly that
you do not understand what you
have done. You do not understand
what you are doing, you really do

not . You are going to put the
Burin Peninsula in nothing short
of a health care crisis. Sixty

acute care beds will not handle
the pressure down there.

Nouws, will the Chairman of the
Social Policy Comittee, the
Minister of Education

MR. SIMMS:
And the
Board.

President of Treasury

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, I do not want the President of
Treasury Board there, because he
will find some biocological reason
to close it wup. I would not let
him near my fish plants, because I
know he would go through bacteria
counts and he would say, Maybe BE
will c¢lean this out. No. I do not
want  him down there. But Lhe
Chailrman of the Social Policy
Comnittee I would 1like to have
down there, and I would like him
to agree to take the Social Policy
Committee down there. And let us
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arrange a public meeting, & public
reception 1in Grand Bank For him,
and a public reception din St
lLawrence fFor him and his
comnittee. That 1s what we should

do.

AN HON. MEMBER:
It would turn out to he a public
whipping.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, it will not turn out to be a
public whipping, it would turn out
to be a public meeting, & Forum on
the decision of this government.
Why would you not do that.

MR. TOBIN:
Would you be allowed to go to that?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Well, I would write For
permission. I have learned one

lesson today, that 1 am going to
write the Premier, with a copy o
the member for Exploits, and ask
For permission to accompany future
delegations from my district to
whatever minister or department
they might go.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Papal dispensation?

MR. MATTHERWS:
No, I really have to do that.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Why?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Because 1 have. I am only the
member For the area, so why should
I be entitled to go into meetings
with delegations that are here

talking to ministers and
government? Why would I he
allowed in there? Let me tell you
something: I am not sure of my
political future. Three years

time: You cannot think or talk
about that, but I will tell you
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that I do not know. I may run
again, I am not sure, But 1if I
do, they will have to put up with
me for a long time.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

And it will not be here, it will
be over there. Rut that is a long
way into the future. It is a Loang
road that has no turns, and some
roads have more turns and sharper
turns than others. Mr. Speaker,
there is no guestion. The Liberal
plan can make a real change. It
sure can. They have made a real
change in Newfoundland and
lLabrador din the last couple of
weeks .

The Municipal Affairs 1list will
not be tabled din +this House of
Assembly. You know it and I know
it. The Minister responsible does
not have time to table the list,
the poor man, with all due respect
to him. He is overworked.

I met the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation on the
elevator this morning and what he
said to me tied in so well with
what I said vyesterday, when I

talked about ministerial
responsibilities and the amount of
work and the demand on the
ministry of this Province - 18
hours a day. You are right. I
know you work 18 hours a day. The
demands are there, It dis one

thing to work 18 hours a day, but
it dis another +thing for you +to
performnm. You have to evaluate
that. But the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs,
I do not know how the man gets
time Lo sleep. Perhaps he does
not sleep. I will tell you that
he has some responsibilities.

MR. TOBIN:
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And he shows it.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He had to go to Vancouver last
week to get a rest.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I would 1like to ask 4f he is the
Minister responsible for Culture?

MR. R. AYLWARD;
Yes.

MR. MATTHEWS:
ire you the Minister responsible
for Culture in this Province?

MR. GULLAGE:
Yes.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Have you discussed culture yet
with anyone in  your department,
your officials?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Why di¢ the cultural budgelt of this
Province slashed? Why 1s the Arts
Council getting some $13,000 to
$14,000 1less this vyear? Culture

was S0 important to this
Province! Bulk do you know

something? In all honesty, I am
not blaming it on this winister.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

No, he has too many
responsibilities.

MR. MATTHEWS:

This minister has too many
responsibilities and it ties into
what I said earlier. It +dis one

thing to cut the size of Lhe
Cabinet, and I concur with it.
The Leader of the Opposition knows
I concur with cutting the size of

the Cabinet, as I bold themn
earlieér when you were out. When I
supported you for the leadership
No. 1] R570



that was one condition, that the
size of the Cabinet would be cut
down, trimmed down a bit. Rut you
cannot cut 1t so wmuch that you

slow up the functions of
government, and that d4is what has
happened. I do not blame it on

this minister. The poor man will
soon become nonfunctional himself,
because he does not get time to
sleep and rest. There are
officials in his department who
have not had time to brief him
vet. They cannot get 1in to see
the man.

MR. TOBIN:
I hear his executive
looks after culture.

assistant

MR. MATTHEWS:
I would have no idea.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
That 1is the word.

MR. MATTHERWS:

Well, maybe his executive
assistant does look after culture,
and that tells me something else
about the priority this government
places on culture, and it tells me
what priority they put on youth in
this Province. And the member for

Stephenville must he SO
embarrassed to see what has

happened to the Department of
Culture, Recreation and Youth
under this Premier. He must be
embarrassed. I know you are.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Captain Quick is
this one.

looking after

MR. MATTHEWS:

If you were to tell the truth, you
would get wup in your place and
say, Yes, I am very disappointed

with the decision of this
Premier. In essence, you have

done away with the Youth Division
of the former government, and
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decided to give tLthe money to the
Economy Recovery Team instead.

MR. RIDEOUT:
The member for Stephenville used
to bhlow about (inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

Blow? How many times did he stand
in his place and talk about youth
unemployment in this Province.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Did he question you?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Youth. He used to ask e
questions, when he should have
been talking to the Minister of
Career Development . Ahout s1x
times he stood here and he did not
know what minister he should
question, because at that time the
Minister of Career Development wWas
responsible for employment. But,
anyway, he learned very quickly.
He was a good member, a good
critic, and a sincere critic.

MR. TORIN:
Would he be a good minister?

MR. MATTHEWS:
He would be an excellent minister.

So I say sincerely to the Minister
of Municipal and Provincial
Affairs, to have municipal affairs
means 300 or 400 comnunities want
to talk to you every week and cone
in and meet. And then he has Lhe
responsibility for Housing and for
Culture. What else does he have,
the poor man?

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Youth.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He does nolk have recreation too,
does he?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
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Yes,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, my God!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Historic Resources.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Historic Resources?

Well, why did you not just say you
had the Premier and one man
Cabinet?

MR. RIDEOUT:
The Minister of Miscellaneous,
averything but the kitchen sink.

MR. MATTHEWS:
You know, it ds funny and we joke
about it sometimes, but -

MR. TOBIN:
I heard he is
(inaudible) Finance.

Vice-President

MR. MATTHEWS:

I do not know. I think the
Premier should Tisten to this
because I am sincere. I know he
does not want to listen to me, he
is mad with me today, but that is
fair enough. It does not bother
me one bit that he is mad with me,
but he should start listening to
someone.,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

He will not, though. If he will
not listen to his own, he will not
listen to us.

MR. MATTHEWS:

There are so many divisions of
this governnent that have become
nonfunctional because he has cut
the Cabinet Loo severely.

MR. RIDEQUT:
It should be maybe seventeen or
eighteen.
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MR. MATTHEWS:

Seventeen or eighteen would bhe a
fair number, Seventeen, that is
two more. He could have cut the
minister's responsibilities in
half and given them to the memnber
for Stephenville.

MR. RIDEQUT:
He probably could take the kitchen
sink and give it to somebody else.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, seriously, it will rot be lang
before +the Premier will listen.
He will not listen to e, but will
listen +to others out around the
Province when he starts getbting
complaints about government
slowing down; this new, energetic,
innovative dovernment has slowed
to a crawl.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) commission.

MR. MATTHEWS:

There soon will nokt be any room
for a commission. Where are they
going to give them space to work?

[Books or chair toppled]

MR. MATTHEWS:
Somebody else gone, Fuery day we
have a collapse,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Noriega 1s back. We are falling
apart over here,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now, having mentioned ministerial
responsibilities and now long
ministers work, 1t is obuvious from
the last couple of days that
members of the COpposition work
long hours as well, and they get
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very tired and they collapse and
fall off chairs, and pull the
drawers out and let them drop. We
all work hard, all members of this
Legislature. But all I am saying

is that the Premier is not
compassionate, he is not

compassionate to the people of St.
Lawrence and Grand Bank, and he is
not evan compassionate to his own
caucus . Because he could spread
around Lthe responsibilities a bit
more., He could have two more over
Lhere 1in his Cabinet easily, and
not have a fat Cabinet, This
Province needs sevenkteen Cabinet
Ministers. It does! You can
justify seventean ministers in
this Province . Serdiously! But
no, he does nok want to listen.
He keeps on reading. You should
listen and take some advice,
because you are going -

AN HON. MEMBER:
On what, the cucumber secret?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Now, listen!

Listen!

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) .

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Sometimes you might.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Not all the time,

But he 1is going to have some of

his ministers overworked. I am
serious! He should listen to

that. You know how long and how
hard you worked. Well, they work
just as long and just as hard, and
some of them do have too many
responsibilities. You have saome
good people 1in your caucus there
to  whom you could give those
responsibilities. You would make
Lhe divisions that they take over
more Functional for the people
whom you are here Lo represent,
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the people of Newfoundland and
lLabrador. You would have two more
backbenchers happier in your
caucus, because I can tell you the
rumble ds coming out of there.
You are soon going to have Lo
allow them to have more Lhan

recess while sitting in the
House. There is all kinds of

trouble coming for the Premier,
not only from the people of the
Province because of his decisions
but because of the dissatisfaction
in his own caucus.

MR. WARREN:

The member for Naskaupi cannol.
even speak. He is not allowed to
speak.

MR. MATTHEWS:
The member for Naskaupi?

AN HON, MEMBER:
Yes.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, he is allowed to speak. Sure

he ds. He will get to speak
before Christmas. I am sure he
will. He has spoken before in the

House, when he was over here. He
will speak again.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
But he was told to sit down.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Oh, I can understand the Premier
telling him to sit down.

MR. WARREN:
Why?

MR. MATTHEWS:
BRecause the Premier, on any topic,
knows more than anyone else.

MR. WARREN:
He only thinks that.

MR. MATTHEWS:
But he believes it. He pulled the
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President of Treasury Board down
in his seat. the other day when he
went to get up. He almost pulled
the sleeve out of his coat, He
said, 'Sit down, Winston, 1 am
getting up on this one.' That is
what he did. How long do you
think the old biologist 1is going
to put up with that? It will not
be long.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

As painful as going into a class
or a lab with thirty or forty
biology students 1s, as painful as
that is - I know I would not want
anyone to sentence me to that. T
would rather they took away what
is left of my salary than say,
'8i11, you have to go bhack and do
it', and I am sure the President
of Treasury Board, the Government
House Leader, as well as I know
him -

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Do not touch my arm again,

MR. MATTHEWS:
That 1s what he will say.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You might have to eat your words,
you know,

MR. MATTHEWS:

No . I will eat other things, I
will not eat words; I might eat
the budget document. But he is
not going to tolerate that, you
see.

MR. RIDEQUT:
He could spray the Premier with Bt.

MR. MATTHEWS:

He could feed a Jlittle bit of Bt
into the water and drinks and
stufr. You never know what might
happen. Perhaps he has
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aspirations to be over din that
Chair. The aspirations wmight grow
if he gets the sleeve pulled out
of his coat every now and then
when he tries to get up. How long
are the members over there going
to tolerate that?

AN HON. MEMBER:
He ran for bthe leadership, did he
not?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, he ran for the leaderchip and
it 1s too wvad he did not win.

MR, R. AYILWARD:
You should have been there,

MR. MATTHEWS:

If I could have goltten the proper
credentials I would have gone and
supported him. I gave a donation
to his campaign, you know. A
number of us did because we liked
him so much. We are nolb going to
like hiim as wmuch now bthat he is
going to put the old Bt out around
the Province and destiroy the
forests. He is going to fall out
of favour, and he 1is qoing to be
proven not to he the pronounced
biologist that he has told this
House he s, t©the sane way the
Premier 1is gqoing to be displayed
and shown in this Province for

what he really is. We have
attempted to do that over the last
week . Do you know something?
Word dis filtering out, word is
getting out and about the
Province. And, -~ as I said

vesterday, there are two things
that have increased in my disbtrict
since this qgovernment Ltook over:
Every tax that could conceivably
be pald was increased, to the tune
of $95 million in additional
taxes, Mr. Premier.

I am glad to see you are smiling,

because 1t ds refreching to see
you sinile. I hope you will Tearn
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to be 1like most of wus 1in this
Chamber, where we have to have a
bit of humor and smile
occasionally, else, as 1 have
said, we will have found a use, if
you did not hear me, for the
hospitals in Grand Bank and St.

Lawrence, there will be
psychiatric wards For the members
of the House, things will become

so unbearable if we do not smile.

The other thing that has
increased, I would say almost in
direct proportion Lo the Lax
increases in my distrdict, 1is the
consumption of Gravol. The upset
stomachs! Can vyou imagine hotw

much Gravol the workers 1in St.
Lawrence and Grand Bank have taken
since last Tuesday?

I will tell you something: I am
really scared, Mr. Speaker, that
when the Minister of Health goes
down there we could have a couple
of overdoses of Gravol.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Maybe that is what they will do to
Fi1ll up all the beds. They will
all take Gravol. I do not know.
But it is very upsetting, and word
is out. People cannot believe
what this administration has doene
in such a short period of time.

Who sends these notes?

MR. SIMMS:
Will you soon be through with your
preambhle?

MR. MATTHEWS:

It is a note from the Minister of
Finance. He says, 'T really
apologize that I was not Ffamiliar
enough with my Budget to know if
there was any money bhudgeted for
Grand Bank and St. lLawrence.'
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SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
That 1s not true, by the way. It
is not true.

MR. SIMMS.:
You were kidding us?

MR. MATTHEWS:

I do that on occasion. But we are
allowed to do that, are we nob?

Again, getting back to roal
change, there is no real change in
what the Praemier and his
government are doing. We  have
been through a resettlement
program in Newfoundland and
Labrador before, so to say il is &
real change to go back Lo

resettlement 1is not true. Now, 1t
is a change from what we have heen
used to for the last seventeen or
eighteen years.

MS VERGE:
Rack to the Future,.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, T gquess 1t is like Ron
Pumphrey when he does his ad for a
show. What does he say? "The

future 1is not what 1t wused to
be!', I think that 1s a wvery good
line to tie into what Lhis
administration has done and will
do over the next three or Ffour
years in this Province. We will
look forward to @ new  budget
speach next year, and please, Mr.
Premier, please -

MR. WARREN:

Do not let the (dinaudible) get up.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I am  sure you will still be
Premier. I am sure you will.

Rut will you do us a&ll the favour
of at least having a Minister of
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Finance, If there is Interim
Supply, have him deal with that
and present 1t to the House of
Assembly, and have & new Minister
of Finance lbring in a budget
document that he or she fully
understands. Because as Premier
of this Province, I make no wonder
that vyou sometimes sit there and
shake your head, and it is not all
the time that you are shaking it
at us,

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

No . If I were some of those
Fellows over there I would not he

getting too comfortable about
getting the big pension they are
going to get dif they are in
Cablnet for three or four years.
I am sure the thought has occurred
to the Premier already, and he has
a couple of openings coming up
pretty soon for some of his iore
capable private members . The
member for Stephenville will be
the first choice. He will bolt
him over the member for Exploits.
He should.

MR. WARREN:
Yes, after today.

MR, MATTHEWS:
He will bolt him right in over him.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What did he do,
Premier, did he?

embarrass the

MR. MATTHEWS:
No, no, he did not embarrass the
Premier. You cannot embarrass the

Premier., That is absolutely
impossible . If you had all the

money in the budget to spend on
divising methods to embarrass Lhe
Premier, you would not be able to
do it.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:

He 1s too arrogant.

MR. MATTHEWS :

And to think that he used to stand
in  this House of Assembly as
Leader of the Opposition and
accuse the then Premier of being
arrogant, out of touch with the
ordinary Newfoundlander anc
Labradorian!

MR. SIMMS:
How the world turns!

MR, MATTHEWS:

Exactly. And how e s Lbomach
turns, and how the sale of Gravol
increases. That i1s what we have

witnessed; to sit din a meeting
today with people wibkh their
livelihoods on the line, the more
reason they want some employment,
and because of the health service
deterioration they are infliclting
on the people, and to not want to
listen to their opinions, he did
not want to hear tell of dt.
"What did they know about it
anyway? I am Premier. What do
you know about 1t? You have only
lived down there for fFifty or
sixty years.'

MR. SIMMS:

He did not say that.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, he did not say it directly,
but that is what he meant. And I
will tell vou the people went away
very insulted today. They could
not bhelieve that they had mel with
the Premier of Newfoundland and
Labrador today. They could not.
[ they had met wikh General
Noriega they would have gone away
and said, 'Well, what do we expect

from him?! He even rigged the
elections and tampered with Cthe
ballot boxes . He would dao

anything.'
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MR. WARREN:
Maybe this Premier did the same
thing.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No. They would have accepted it
moreso. For democratic, decent

people from St Lawrence and
Lamaline and up through to get
that kind of reception from a man
who was just elected a few weeks

ago to run this Province. They
expacted more than that. And, as
1 said yesterday, no person,

regardless of position, should be
too big to admit that he or she is
sorry or that they have made a
wrong decision. You will be a
better person for doing that,
regardless of who we are, to admit
that you have been wrong. People
will respect you more for
admitting you have been wrong, for
saying 'I am sorry.' And 1if this
Premier is smart, that 1s what he
will do. We have seen him
backtrack on a couple of things
already, and he should do that.

MR. WALSH:
You should have
today .

admitted that

MR. MATTHEWS:
Me? I did not say anything wrong
today, Sir.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Chicken wing.

MR. MATTHEWS:

The o0ld chicken wing 1is° flapping
again up there, 0ld Chicken Wing
and Ribs. Nouw, if he is not
careful I will tell you
something. Speaking of budget and
Finances, he 1s going to lose one
of his bhest customers if he is not
careful. The old chicken wing
membear for Mount Scio - Bell
Island broke off one wing, by the
way, of the people of Bell Island
when he took away the ferry, he
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cracked one wing off thaem.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

In fact, he winged them. It i«
like Buddy Wassisname when he sang
the song about moose hunting, he
caid, 'I will wing it with my car.'

MR. HOGAN:
What?

MR, MATTHEWS:

He said he would wing the wnmoose
with his car. He would run into
Lhe moose, hoy! You do not
understand Newfoundland talk. You
are only from out ‘towards Long
Harbour. How would vou understand
Newfoundland talk? You are f{rom
Lang Harbour. We might euan
consider you to be a townie. I
would not tell the people today
you are a townie, though. But the
old member who broke a wing off
the peaple from Bell Island,
cracked a wing off, took away one
of their ferries, that is the sane
as breaking a wing off a chicken,
You half-crippled them. He winged
them. He might as well stand and
admit 1it. He 1is embarrassed but
he will not say it He has
aspirations, I understand that.
Some people will tolerate anything
if they have ambition to get 1in
the Cabinet and to be in with the
Premier. I can understand it, but
there comes a point where you have
to, like I said today, stand up
for the people who you are most
responsible to, the people who
seant you here. You lose sight of
that and you are going to be in
trouble in politics, I will tell
you that, and you do not have much
of a majority now. I do not say
that to be derogatory either.

MR. TORIN:
0ld chicken wing 1is trying to be
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the colonel.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Why the colonel?

MR. TOBIN:
That 1s what he is trying to be,
the colonel, old chicken wing.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, his chicken dis better than
Kentucky Fried, I tell you that,
and good ribs. But 1if he really
wants to make a name for himself
outside the restaurant business he
will go to the Premier and he will
say, Mr. Premier, you broke one
wing off the people of Rell
Island, now how about pubting it
back? Let us give them the second
ferry, Mr. Premier. You know that
it is necessary, so why have you
done this? No, he will not do
that you know. Why will he not do
it? I do not know why he will not
do it.

MR. TOBIN:
0ld chicken wing had better get
crackin.

AN HON. MEMBER:
He is too chicken to do that.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He is done,

MR. WINDSOR:
More love letters coming over here,

MR. MATTHEWS: i
Boy, they are coming fast and
furious.

MR. TOBIN:
0ld chicken wing had better get
crackin,

MR. MATTHEWS:

Whoever is sending these noles ts
doing wvery well. As a matter of
fact, I am going to send them back
across to the Premier to let him
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know. The thing about it is that

there are no names on them. They
just say, love, members opposite,
and that really worries me,

because, you see, the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations ds
not in her seat.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Am I ever getbting worried, and I
thought I krnew a lot of you
fellows pretty well. 3

MR. WINDSOR:
Do not turn your back on them, boy.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No . I know that as long as I am
in this lLegislature that [ will
not he getting any love notes from
the Minister of ECmployment and
Labour Relations, bhecause I have
proven her to be not 1in control,
or not to understand her
department and the prograns Lhat
she cannot justify cancelling.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR, R. AYLWARD:
Oh, oh! No more notes.

MR. MATTHEWS:

No, T am  sure 1t was not the
Minister for Energy. No, 1t was
not him. It is not his printing.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
No, 1t was not him. Two or three
over.

MR. MATTHEWS:

They are talking about
extrapolating on Erroneous
issues, How can they honestly say
that? I have not extrapolated on

anything erroneous here today.
You have winged the people of your
district. You have taken away a .
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ferry.
something, I hope you do not
replace it with the fairy who sent
bLhis.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

The Minister of Social Services, I
did not say anything erroneous
about him. He got a 4 per cent
increase for social assistance
recipients.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Wasted Efford.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I said yesterday he was Effordless.

MR. TORIN:
Today he is a wasted Efford.

MR. MATTHEWS:

But to go out and try to take $8
million back. I did not  say
anything erroneous. The minister
has admitted it publicly. In the
Budget document, by the way, the
Minister of Finance states that he
is giving them a 4 per cent
increase. That is in there. I
have not said anything wrong,
errongous. What I said about the
Premier today, I am sure he thinks
is very erroneous.

AN HON. MEMBER:
He is not dimpressed with you.

MR. MATTHEWS:

1 know the Premier is not
impressed with me, and I will tell
you that I did not come to this
Legislature to impress him.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:
He will see pictures of me in his
sleep.
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And I am going to tell you

MR. SIMMS:
You will have to stay in aftker
school.

MR. MATTHEWS:
From the Wells Express when 1t
went to the district.

AN HON. MEMBER:

He will call that a nightmare.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yas, “he might call it a
nightmare. I am sure he had 31
that night. He could not belisve
it. He said, my God, what s

going wrong? How could these many
pictures of one person he nol on
poles, but  in the windows af
houses?

AN HON. MEMBER:

They were ugly too.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Yes, wugly as sin. Yes, ugly I
admit it, but it begs the question
Why was there not more pictures of
that member in Gander? There
should have been more, 4if it was
hased on being ugly. There should
have heen more.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMS:
If that is the criteria.

MR. MATTHEWS:

1f that is the criteria, there is
no question he would have had Uthe
biggest majority in this
Legislature today, but he did
not. The member for Port de Grave

MR. SIMMS:
Now, there is ugly.

MR. MATTHEWS:
T is he saying that that is why
that member got such a high vote?
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And s he saying that dis why the
maembaers For Mount Scio - Bell
Island and St. John's South had
such small majorities, because
they are so handsome?

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He 1s a good looking man.

MR. MATTHEWS:
I do not know. Maybe he 1is.

MR. SIMMS:
Tell us something abhout the member
for Stephenville?

MR. MATTHEWS:
No, no, no! He is a good member.

MR. TOBIN:
What about the member for Port au
Port?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The only thing I will say ahout
the member for Stephenville 4is T
pray to God that he 1s not the one
who sent the note.

MR. TOBIN:

What about the member for St,
George's?

MR. MATTHEWS:
I do not know the man. I cannot
comment on anyone I do neot know.

MR. TOBIN:
(Inaudible).

MR. MATTHEWS:

I wonder again, talking about
being erronecus, and I look at the
Minister for Works, Services and
Transportation, I wonder 1is there
any chance that the old Thruster
might thrust a Minute-in-Council
on us today or tomorrow? Will he
thrust it on the Table and say,
here it 4s?

MR. GILBERT:
There was no Minute-in-Council.
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MR. MATTHEWS :
There was a Minute—in-Council,

Maybe the Premnier might thrust a
Minute-of-Council on us, Perhaps
they are giving it to the
discovery team to see if they can
discover the Minute—-of-Council
they lost.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I have a copy.

MR. MATTHEWS:

[ do not want to see your copy. I
want to see the Premier, as he
said he would, undertake to Tlook
and table 4t d4dn the House so we
can all see it.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Yes, that 1s what he said.

PREMIER WELLS:
I did not say I would table -it.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I am sorry, you did not say you
would table i1t. First of all you
had to see if there was one.

PREMIER WELLS:

(Inaudible).

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, I would submit to
you, Sir, that you have a very
serious situation on your hands in
this legislature. Because what I
did today was minor, and I took
the consequences for standing up
For the people I represent, as I
did today, believing 1in what I
said. But Lo have a situation
where we had a minister stand 1in
his place and state emphatically
that Lhere Wa s no
Minute—-in-Council and Lhat a
decision was not made
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MR. WARREN:
It is 1in Hansard,

MR. MATTHEWS:

It is in Hansard duly recorded, aon
two occasions, but explicity asked
by the member For Burin
Placentia West and emphatically
answerad by the minister, no. And
to hear the Premier say today,
there is one.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
There is one.

MR, SIMMS:

What 1s the date?

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now, talk about - what ds it they
called dit? - 'extrapolating on
erroneous 1ssues'. Now, 1f that
i¢ what I have to do, then I will
do more of it, and I am sure the
Leader of the Opposition will do
even more. But I really think the
Premier should do the honourable
thing and table it in this House.
Then we will know once and for all
what the real truth is. And that
is everyone's responsibility in
this House, to know the real truth.

MR. WINDSOR:
If you make a decision you have to
stand behind 1it. Table the MC.

MR. FUREY:
Tell us about the Fishery?

MR. MATTHEWS:

The fishery is too big an issue to
start talking about with a couple
of minutes left on the clock. The
Minister of Fisheries is not
here., T do not know where he is.
I mean, seriously, we cannot talk
about the fishery with the
minister not here.

You still have seventy hours,
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MR. MATTHEWS:

I have only seventy hours left
how? Well, maybe we can strike a
deal. If the Premier will allow
his troups to have receass once a
session for ten or fFifteen minutes
so they can get fresh air and come
back, and the member for Mount
Scio - Bell Island will agree to
provide the old wings and ribs,
maybe I will make a deal to talk
less than seventy more hours.
Maybe we can negotiate. This side
believes 1in negoldation, unlike
the Premier and the Minister of
Health. They do not cram things
down peoplae's throats. Liberal
times are lean times, and what Uthe
Tories gave to $St. Lawrence and
Grand Rank, the Liberals are very,
very determined to take away, Mr.
Speaker., With that I would like
to adjourn the debate.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe
Leader.

Governmant House

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a couple of annocuncements
For inembers.

The Resource Committee will meet
this evening in the House abt 7:00
p.m. to examine the estimates of
the Department of Development .
The Resource Committee meets again
at 9:00 in the morning, 1in the
House, to review the estimates of
the Department of Environnent and
Lands.

This is one of the few instances
where Lwo meetings are scheduled
at the same time, and 1t happens
tomorrow night: Social Servicas
will examine the Department of

Health and that is hera, and
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Government Services will examine
the Department of Labour in the
Colonial Building. So this ds, I
believe, one of two occasions when
there is a doubling up of
Committees,

MR. SIMMS:
What was the one after Government
Services?

MR. BAKER:

Government Services, the
Department of Labour. This is the
Committee schedule.

MS VERGE:

The Social Services Committee
agreed to change Health to
Thursday morning.

MR. BAKER:
If there is a change, then members
can make it, but I am announcing

now that this is what is
scheduled. If there is a change,
then members can work it out
amongst themselves on the
Committee.

I move, Mr. Speaker, that the
House at dits rising do adjourn
until 2:00 p.m. tomorrow, and the
House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, at 2:00 p.m.
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