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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Lush):
Order, please!

I would 1like to welcome some
guests to the galleries today on
behalf of all han. members .
Firstly, wvisiting the House of
Assembly today and sitting in the
gallery is the Right Reverend
Russell Hatton, Suffragan Bishop,
Diocese of Nova Scotia.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Also, Dr. Charles F. Maher, the
Uice~-President for fcadaemic
Affairs and Dean of the College of
the American International College
of Springfield. Dy, Charles was
born in Torbay, and is home for a
brief visit.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville.

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Before we begin the routine
business of the day, I wonder if
the House would agree to send a
congratulatory message to the Port
aux Rasques Mariners who won the
Herder Memorial Championship this
year, since the House was not open
at the time. The Mariners have
made history by winning this
coveted award for the first timne,
and by beating the great St.
John's Capitals. Also, my beloved
Stephenville Jets were unable to
do anything this year, along with
the Corner Brook Royals.

I think it 1s worthy of note that
the banquet is coming up this
weekend, and the Herder will be
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presented to them 1in a formal
ceremony. I think it would be
fitting 1if this House could send a
caongratulatory message. Also, the
member for LaPoile ds a former
president of the Mariners, and he
has built that hockey team into a
fine hockey team over Lthe past
number of years,

AN HON. MEMBER:
With fairness and balance.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Fairness and
right,

halance, that i«

If the House could do somebhing
along those lines, 4t  would o
greatly appreciated. Mank you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the lL.eader of Lhe
Opposition.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr . Speaker, obviously my
colleagues on this side of the
House take graeatl pleasure in

seconding the motion proposed by
the gentleman For Stephenuille,
that the House send appropriate
congratulations to Lthe Port Aux
Rasques Mariners. I know that all

of Newfoundland and Labrador Le
proud of the accomplishments of
that team. S0 ars we, and we
should duly express our

congratulations.

I would also 1like to take this
occasion to suggest that perhaps
in the congratulatory message the
House should commend Lhe Mariners
for having so wmany winnings, so
many parades and SO many
cavalcades, 1in which the gentleman
who presently represents LaPoile
was pictured, and to thank Gthem
for his election to the House of
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Assembly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I might point out ©to hon. members
that we have no provision in our
Standing Orders for these
congratulatory messages and other
niceties that we participate 1in
from time to time. The Chair, of
course, 1is just directed by the
House, bhut I would point out,
maybe to somebody who 18 working
on the appropriate committee, that
when we get into parliamsntary
reform, this wmight be an idea,
that we do make provision for that
in our Standing Orders and 1in the
Orders of the Day. It does happen
in  other legilatures throughout
Canada,

Statements by Ministers

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr., Speaker,

Mr . Speaker, I have a brief
" statement which is more or less a
clarification of something I said

in the House of Assembly
yesterday. I want to take this
opportunity to correct an answer I
gave to a question. It has been

my dintention, since being elected
to this Hon. House in 1985, to try
to be as accurate as I can at any
given time, both in my former
position when asking gquestions,
and especially now as Minister
responsible for the Department of
Social Services in answering
questions.

Yesterday afternoon, when the hon.
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member For the Port au Port
Peninsula asked me a question, T
gave him an idincorrect answer. I
said, in answer to his question
about an dncident which took place
aover the past weekend down at the
Remand Centre, that 41t did not
take place at the Remand Centre
but at the Youth Correction
Centre, in Torbay. I want Lo
clarify that, Mr, Speaker, and say
it did take place at the Remand
Centre and not at the Youth
Correction Centre. The places are

together but in separate
buildings, and they perfourm Lhe
same function. I want to go on
record as saying T did Mok

intentionally mislead the House, I
made a mistake. I will stand hy
any statement I make, bhut I want
to clarify this at this particular
time,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Port au
Port.

MR. HODDER:
Well, Mr. Spaeaker, [ guess we now
know who knew what Lhey  werea

talking about yesterday.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HODDER:

M. Speaker, while I do
congratulate the Minister for
having the courage to come in and
do this, I would say Eto him 1t is
one of those things where,
perhaps, bthe minister's arrogance
sometimes overcomeas hi s hetter
judgement. When he is Ltrying Lo
make a statement in this House,
perhaps he should curb his
arrogance somewhat .

MR. SPEAKER:
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Are there further statements by
Ministers?

The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR, KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

It is with a great deal of
pleasure that 1 make an
announcement to this Hon., House on
a matter of much significance to
our Province and, in particular,
to the constituents of the riding
of Naskaupi, which I amn wvery
honoured to represent.

Only a few short days ago 1t was
my honour as Minister of the

Department of Ernvironment and
Lands to present the budget
estimates fFor my Department. In

those estimates I noted that some
$2 million dollars were ear-marked

faor the destruction of the
environmnetally paersistent group
of chemicals called

"polychlorinated biphenyls", or
PCB's, that are of provincial
ownership and are located 1in safe
storage in Labrador. As the
majarity of PCB wastes 1in this
region are of Federal ownership,
the Department of National Defense
is taking the lead in such aspects
as environmental studies and the
tendering procedure.

Mr. Speaker, the residents of the
Happy Valley/Goose Bay region will
be the first in Canada to see the
safe disposal of these wastes by
technologically advanced mobile
thermal destruction equipment that
has been 1in use elsewhere for a
number of years and 1s designed
specifically for chemical wastes,
including PCB's. A comnitiment was
made to the residents of Happy
Valley/Goose BRay that, before this

project could go ahead, my
Department would enact strong
1.804 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

requlations For mobile pcR
destruction by dincineration. All
proponents would have to adhere to
these Regulations as a  mindmum
standard for Lheir mobile PCR
destruction facilities. I am
pleased to say that my Departinent
has fulfilled that commitment.

Today I have in my hand, and will
table dn  this Hon. House, the
Mobile PCR Destruction Facility
Regulations under the Department
of Enviormnent and Lands Act which
were approved by Cabinet earlier

this month and which, I
understand, appeared in The
Newfoundland Gazette datoed Juna

16.

These Regulations complement those
drafted by Environment Canada and
my officials will combine efforts
with Federal engineers and
technicians to monitor Lhe
operation of destruction units and
to ensure regulatory compliance.

Mr . Speaker, these Regulations
will ensure safe destruction of
the PCB wastes stored in Goose Bay
and, of course, any other
locations in the Province whare
such an dncinerator may be located
in the future. By this action we
are today demonstrating to the
rest of Canada that Newfoundland
and Labrador 1s prepared to deal
with its waste probleins in  a
responsible manner, governed by
technological considerations and
complete openness with dnterest
groups, rather than defer our
problems for the resolution of
future generations.

We will continue Lo demonstrate to
our people as well as bto the rest
of Canada that this Government
remains committed to the
protection and enhancement of our
environment. Mr. Speaker, I will
continue to keep Members of this
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hon. House, the people of Naskaupi
District and commnunities of
Coastal labrador advised as this
project proceeds. Subject to the

presentation of more detailed
technical information on the
specific incinerator that will
assure compliance with these
Regulations, I will issue an

Environmental Certificate of
fipproval, probably in August, with
appropriate terms and conditions
that will govern dts operatiaon
which 1is 1likely to proceed in the
November to February period.

I might add, Mr. Speaker, that we
do have an enuvironment officer on
the <site, on station din Happy
Valley-Goose Ray . They are
generally there on a seasonal
basis, hut in this particular
instance they will likely remain
through the period normally
expected and through the period

For Lhe destruction of PCR's
currently stored in Happy
Valley/Goose, In addition to that
we will also have other
@environment eXperts from our

department visit on a fairly
regular basis to ensure that the
Regulations are complied with, and
all safe destruction procedures
are followed. Thank you, Mr .
Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Green Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:
I thank the hon. Minister for an
advance copy of his statement.

I also compliment the minister on
his commitment to rid our
environment of 'polychlorinated
biphenyls', PCBs. I note this
program is dedicated to the
eradication of PCBs in the
minister's district and environs.
I would ask the minister that this
program be extended over the next
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year or so to include Labrador
West and the Island portion of the
Province; the less distance hthese
toxins have to bhe carried to the
disposal site, the hetter.

I would also coimmneand Lhe
minister's attention to an article
in the June 19, edition of
Newsweek pages 56 and 57
entitled Microbes To The
Rescue. As  the minister 1s no
doubt aware, a common garden
septic tank cleanses household

sewage through the actions of
bacteria. Scientists have OW
identified hacteria arcl olher
microbes that can break down such
chemicals as the Herbicide 2 - 4 D
and PCBs . Their scientific

advances are no longer confined to
the Tlabratory, Mr. Speakaer, but
have entered the Fedlm of

industrial application. Unlike
burning, this new metlod af
environmental clean-up leavas

little or no toxic residue.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I think 1t s
appropriate to thank the
environmental activists who, over
the past few years, have drawn our
attention to the seriousness of
environmental pollution. Those
were people who risked being
called radicals, who dared to be a
Daniel, who dared to stand alone.
We owe themnm a debl of gratitbude.
I thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leadar of the
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SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr . Speaker, the Premier is
quickly developing a reputation in
this House as the King of Double
Standards. Yesterday, I remind
the Premier, in questions I asked
him, 1t was not a question of
whether his Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture (Mr. FLight) has

property leased to a Crown
corporation, it was not a question
of whether the minister

renegotiates the lease while he is
a minister or euen terminates the
lease while he ds a minister, but
the question 1s the standard of
conduct that the present Premier
demanded when he was Leader of the
Opposition. Now, Mr . Speaker,
will the Premier tell the House
how he could, therefore, dnvite a
colleaque into his Cabinet while a
potential conflict of interest
existed when the Premier 1is on
public record: as having said quite
clearly that he could not condone
a potential conflict of dnterest
under his leadership?

MR. SIMMS:
A good question,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, I do not know how
many times I have to say this.
Maybe 1t dis my fault, maybe I am
not explaining it sufficiently.
The thing that raised the question
before, when I was sitting on the
opposite side of the House, was
Lhe fact that a minister, namely,
Dr. Collins, who was the Minister
of Finance, owned, I do not know,
25 per cent, I think, of a company
that rented and negotiated leases
and renewals of leases in a
building down on Bonaventure
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Avenue to the government of this
Province.

The position I took, and the
standard that I falt W s
appropriate and put forward at the
time, was that the minister should
@either dispose of the asset or
rasign from the Cabinet. If he
was not prepared to dispose of the
asset, he would have to resign
from the Cabinet. Now when I
invited the member for Windsor -
Buchans to Jjoin the Cabinet, he
Lold me of the existence of Lhat
lease Lhat was originally
negotiated twenty years wago, the
lease with the Ligquor Corporation,
and 1t was renewed 1n Qctober, [
balieve, of last vyear, when the

last term started. He btold me
about that lease and I said to him
here are the alternatives open Lo

you: Dispose of the property, and
I did not set a btime limibk, so put
the property up fFor sale or
dispose of the property. The
lease will not be able to be

renewed . Ik 1s done and
negotiated. There d4s no direct

dealings with governmant. You
were not 1in government when the
lease was negotiated, e) there

will be no negotiation Wi Lh
governmant. The lease must

terminate, 1if you do not dispose
of the property, or  you must
resign, one of those three.

Now I have left it to Lhe minister
to dispose of Lthe property. He
has told me that he is attempting
to dispose of the property, which
is the course which he proposes to
follow. He obviously cannot
unilaterally terminate the lease.
Thera is another party to the
lease so he could not unilaterally
terminate 1t, and I did not expect
that. I expected he would have =a
reasonable time within which to do
it, and frankly even if he went to
the expiration of the existing
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lease, I would not ask him to

resign from the Cabinet, because

the lease was negotiated. But he
cannot renew that lease or enter

intoe any naw deal for a
continuation of that lease with
the Newfoundland Liquor

Corporation, which dis an agency of
the qgovernment of this Province.
He cannot do that and remain a
minister. If he wishes to do
that, he must resign. Now, that
is  precisely what I asked the
former Premier to do with respect

to Dr. Collins. I did not ask
the - former Premier to throw Dr.
Collins out of the Cabinet

imnediately. I said to the former
Premier what should be done is
either bthe minister must dispose
of the asset or he must be asked
to resign, one or the other.

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the --Leader of the
Opposition,.

MR. RIDEOUT:

The record will show clearly that
the now Premnier did din fact ask
the then Premier to seek the
resignation of the minister whom
we were talking about.

Mr . Speakear, most lease
arrangements have a thirty-day
cancellation clause. The i1ssue

here d1is +the Premier's statement
that not even a potential conflict
of interest could be tolerated
under his leadership. That 1is the
issue,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Now, will the Premier tell the
House, 1in view of that statement,
why he did not say to his
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colleague, 'Dispose of Lhe
property, exercise the oplLion
clause, then I will talk to you
about a Cabinet appointment'?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Frankly I do not know 4if there ds
an option clause in it. There may
well be. But what the minister
told me he would do 1is he would
dispose of the property within

three months. This 1is what he
told wme he dntended to do. 1
acceplt that from him. I Lkhink

that that 13 entirely reasonable.
He will dispose of LULhe propaerly
within three months or he will
seek to Lterminate Lhe lease, [ do
not tLthink that anything else can
be asked of him. I think Uthalt is
honourable and proper behavior. I
really cannot quarrel with that.
I do not think that that 1w
contrary to the standard that I
suggest ought to have been the
standard to be followead by
ministers.

MR. RIDEQUT:
Mr . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of the

Opposition.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

It is certainly clear that that is
contrary to the Premier's own
words, that not even a potential
conflict of dnterest can exist
under his leadership.

Let me ask the Premier this, Mr,
Speaker: Is the real reason here,
is the real fact fact here, that
the Premier owed a political debt
to his colleague and that the
Premier had to pay back the person
who gave up his seat for his
leader?
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Shame! Shame!

MR. RIDEOUT:
Is that not the real change?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

No, Mr. Speaker. It dis not the
real reason. Let e remind the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition
about the potential for
conflict. The minister is not in
any position to negotiate with the
government, The lease is in
place. He has to follow it. If

he cannot terminate 1it, he s
bound by law to follow the lease. |

MR. RIDEOUT:
That 1s not the issue,

PREMIER WELLS:

That ds the dissue. It 1s not the
issue that the leader wants to
present, but 1t dis the reality.
The wminister is not in a potential

conflict because he cannot
negotiate a lease. He is
prohibited from hegotiating a
lease and he knows 1it. If he

hegotiates a new lease he 1is out
of the Cabinet, and he knows that
that 1s the standard. So there is
no potential.

Now, the minister, on his own, has
said, "Look, Mr. Premier, I am
putting the property up for sale.
If I cannot sell it, I will seek
to terminate the lease within
three months.' Now, I do not know
whether he can even achieve that.
If he says to the Liquor
Corporation, 'I want to terminate
the lease,' and they say no, he
may have no alternative bhut to
continue 1it. However, I do not
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know what will happen. I do not -
want ko anticipate that
difficulty. He has told me what
he is going to do. e has acted
entirely honourably and [ have no
quarrel with it, despite what the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition
seeks to make of it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Thea hon. the
Opposition.

Leadar of the

MR. RIDEOQUT:

The Premier 1s backing off From
his own words now about potentdal
conflict of interest.

Let me ask the Premier this: Is
it not a fact that 4if bthe hon
member tries to dispose of, or, in
fact, disposes of that property
today that he stands te  gain
because Lthere 1is already a lease
in place, and ds that not a

potential conflict of interest
which +the Premier said he would
never tolerate urder hiis

leadership?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I cannot dimagine what the hon. the

Leader aof the Opposition is
talking about. The lease was
negotiated twenty years &ago. It
was renewed in October. The new
term started, I am told, in
October, He was not a member of

the House at the time.

MR, WARREN:
No, he gave up his seat for you.

PREMIER WELLS:
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That d1s right. He had the best
interests of the Province at heart
and he did a good job of it. He
is a very principled man.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
The more the Premier speaks, the
longer his nose gets.

PREMIER WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to
answer the question that if hon.
members want. If they want to sit
a Jlisten, I will give them the
answer to 1it.

There was no lease. The member
was not a member of the House -
not a member of the government, he
was not even a member of the House
- when the lease was rencwed last
Octaber. So when he told me about
it he was given an instruction,
and that is precisely the position
I took with raspect to Dr.
Collins. The minister must give
up, must dispose of that business
or he must resign. He cannot do

both. He cannot continue Lo
remain in the Cabinet and
negotiate new leases and new

agreements and renewals with the
government.

MR. BAKER:
Right on.! Right on! That is
conflict!

PREMIER WELLS:
He cannot continue to remain din
the Cabinet and do business wikh
the government.

MR, FLIGHT:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
No points of order until after
Question Period.
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture.

MR. FLIGHT:
Well, it will be & point of
privilege, then.

I would just 1like to dinform the
House, Mr . Speaker, if it ds
important to the Leader of Lhe
Opposition and dmportant Lo the
House, that I have this mmorning
instigated a conversation with a
real estate company wikh the
instructions to sell Lhe
building. Fveryone knows that in
the real estate market in Buchans,
the potential o sall Lhat
huilding -

AN HON. MEMBER:
This morning?

MR. FLIGHT:
Yes, Lthis morning.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. FLIGHT.

Mr, Speaker, T think-IT should be
entitled, having sat through what
I sat through

MR. SIMMS:
You are only wasting the time of
the House,

MR, FLIGHT:

The first weekend in Buchans, Mr.
Speaker, after I became & memnber
of Cabinet, I started negotiations
to sell the building. It is
practically impossible to sell
that kind of real estate in
Buchans, but I have asked a real

estate company to list the
property and to sell 1t. I will
tell +the hon. members, 1f it is

not done in a reasonable period of
time I will terminate the lease,
whatever it costs me.
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MR. SIMMS:
Why did you not do it two months
ago, before you went to Cabinet?

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr ., Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, obviously that is not
a question of privilege. It is a
prima facie lease and a waste of
Question Period. That 1is what 1t
is.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Hon. members, I took it to be a
point of order. The hon. membeéers
I heard indicate that there was no
point of order in Question Period,
so there ought not be. I made a
ruling on that a couple of days
ago, and I suggested that there
was nothing in our rules of order
at that particular point in time,
and that 1is correct. I did say to
hon. members that probably it was
advisable not to have points of
order or points of privilege
during Question Period, but that
is Ffor the House +to decide The
Chair can only call it according
to the rules of order, but I rule
there is no point of order.

MR. TOBIN:
Mr, Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Development. I am
sure that the minister is aware as
is everybody 1in this House and

1810 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

everybody in this - Province,
relating to the lack of work at
the Marystown Shipyard. There are
people leaving Marystown every day
travelling to the mainland Lo
sacure employment. he shipyard
is now probably at the lowest peak
it has been in its history.

Yesterday, Mr . Young of FPI
announced the company is actually
going to pursue the construction
of a new shrimp trawler to harvest
shrimp 1in the Northern Labrador

waters.

I would Jlike to ask the minister
has he had any discussions wilh
Mr. Young or FPI  regarding the
construction of this vessel at the
Marystown Shipyard? Could Lhe
minister tell us 1fF Mr. Younyg has
already requested a price from bthe
Marystown Shipyard? [s he awars
of any other companies involved?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Development .

Minis ter of

MR. FUREY:

Well, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member
is talking about the FPI Trawler
Replacemaent Program, which was &
pragram was undertaken 1in 1987,
where two levels of government
entered into a 50-50 cost-sharing
agreement for the expenditure of
$21 million to replace eight
trawlers under the Program.

Well, to date there have bheen five
of these wekfish trawlers replaced
trawlers for that particular
corporation, and they hauve
deferred and put on hald the
fFurther capitalization of another
three wetfish trawlers hecause of
Lhe circumstances surrounding tUthe
reduction in the Northern cod
stocks. So the company has taken
the decision to put that on hold
at this time.
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FPI is currently seeking from
government whether or not we are
prepared to take the balance from
the Offshore Industry Development
Agreement Fund, which currently
has $9 million of capital sitting
there, and whether we are prepared
to look at transferring funding
from the three wetfish trawlers to
the Northern shrimp vessel that
they require to prosecute the
Northern fishery.

Mr. Young has had discussions with
the Marystown Shipyard and with my
department and they have put
forward a proposal which we are
giving serious consideration to at
this time,

I can tell the hon. member that it
has had discussion in the Resource
Policy Committee, which I Chair,
and that we have also looked at
the economics of 1t and the social
ramifications, and Treasury Board
has looked at it as well.
Sometime din the very near future
we hope to have a full and open
discussion about the Qcean
Industry Development Fund in a
full meeting of the Cabinet to
determine whether or not we want
to proceed to pubt a subsidy din
place for the shrimp trawler.

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:
I thank the minister for his
answer, Mr. Speaker.

lLet me ask the minister, is this
additional funding that FPI 1is
requesting a separate idssue from

the money that is already
allocated for the further three?
It is my understanding that
L8811 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

probably FPI would- like to have
that remain in reserve for the
three, and when they are ready Lo
start construction of Lhese
vessels they will proceed. Has
government been asked to deal with
this one as a separate issue? Is
there ds difference outstanding
between the Marystown Shipyard and
a shipyard 1in Norway, and what
would that amount be between Lhe
two?

MR. FUREY:

Mr ., Speaker.,

MR. SPEAKER:
The horn ., the
Development .

Minisler of

MR. FUREY:

Well, that was quite a Flurry of
questions, Mr. Speaker. [s there
a different funding mechanism in
place to deal with the replacement
of the three webtfish trawlers [or
the -

MR. TOBIN:

Do they want this one to he a
separated issuae  from the other
three?

MR. FUREY:

No, indeed, Mr. Speaker. I can

tell the hon. memnper that
Fisharies Products International
has asked us to look atl e

balance of what sits inm the Ocean

Industry Development Agreement,
that 9 million cost-shared

between the federal and provincial
governments equally, at 50 per
cent each.

They have asked us to look at the
possibility of transferring that
from the three wetfish trawlers,
that they currently do not need

because of the reduction of
Northern cod stocks, into the
shrimp fishery, which is
considered promising.
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You know, there has to be a
Canadianization Programn 1in place
by May 1, 1990. That leaves very
little time with them to get out
from underneath the lease that
they currently have on the Faroese
vessel they are currently
leasing. So what they would like
to do ds put din place a vessel
that they wholly own themselues to
meet the requirements of the new
regulations of the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans. So  they
have asked us to look at the
balance of the capital sitting
under the Ocean Industry
Development Agreement and transfer
that latterly into Lhe shytmp
vessel. We are certainly looking
at that. We are looking at the
economics of 1t, we are looking at
the social consequences, and we
want to be wvery sensitive to a
company that thils government owns,
the Marystown Shipyard.

But, Mr. Speaker, I can tell the
hon. member  that that decision
will be made in full consultation
with the entire Cabinet. When
Cabinet has had a chance to look
at all of the ramifications and
the total picture, we will make
that decision then.

MR. TOBIN:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West,

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Speaker, mny final
supplementary to the minister
would be: Would he not consider
leaving that money as it 1is? FPI

has only decided to delay these
three trawlers and will construct
them at a later date, probably
within a year or two years. Would
his government not be prepared to
deal with this one as a separate
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issue and come forth with the
money that FPI has requested,
which I understand they are asking
to cost-share with the federal
government? Would the amount
Lthat he 1s asking this governnent
to contribute be 1in the area of a
$4 million subsidy?

MR. FUREY:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Development.

Minister of

MR. FUREY:

Mr. Speaker, we can only deal with
the request that we have before
us. The hon. memnber contorts and
confuses the dssue by saying, 'Is
thare nrew money available? Wi L1
the Province find a money tree Lo
pick money off and present to FPI
in a new subsidy program?' We are
not in that position, M
Speaker. We find ourselues 1In &
very difficult Fiscal position,
the position that we dinherited.
and what we have do 1is deal with
things as we find them. Aa  we
Find thein, the previous governmenk
had put in place, to their credit,
an QOcean Industries Developmant
Agreement, cost-shared equally by

the Province and the federal
government, to help stimulate and
create work at Lhe Marystown

Shipyvard and to help FPI, din dts
very extensive capitalizatilon, to
get these new wetfish trawlers in
place.

I can tell the hon. member that I
am aware of the proposed bid that
Marystown Shipyard gave to FPI
wikth respect to their preliminary
cost, what it would cost them to
build this shrimp vessel at
Marystown Shipyard. And I am also
aware, 1in a ballpark manner, of
the figures that are available
from the Norwegian shipyards, and

No. 16 R812



what 1t would cost them to build
in Norway this vessel necessary to
prosecute the fishery of f our
coastline. So I am aware of both
bids. I am surprised very much by
the differential between the bids,
I can tell the hon. member that.
And now it becomes a decision for
the full Cabinet, recognizing the

total picture, the economic
analysis, the differential between
the bids and the social
consequeances For Marystown

Shipyard, And I say to the hon.
member that 1if we can find a way
to deal with this, so that
everybody contributes and there is
harmony around the board, I would
love nothing better than Lto sce
FPTI build this shrimp trawler at
the Marystown Shipyard, which this
government owns.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS;
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

I have a question for my friend,
the Minister of Forestry. I know
he has heen busy today, but
paerhaps he might be able to answer
this question.

For the last four YEAars the
previcus government, through the
Federal - Provincial Forestry
Agreement, had entered dinto ¢$10
millian siluiculture agreements
with both paper companies in the
Province, Corner Brook Pulp and
Paper and Abitibi. So $20 million
has been spent over the last four

years in this program on
silviculture prograins and hundreds
of jobs have been created. Can

the minister confirm that both

L813 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

companies have asked the
government to undertake a $5.75
million extended silviculture
program again this year?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture,

MR. FLIGHT:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is
right in most of the assertions in
his preamble. He will also know
that the silviculture agreement
that he is talking about wikth the
paper companies ran out last year,
and the forestry agreement runs
out next year, The Forestry
agreemant is being negotialed now,
as he knows, and we have askoed Lhe
paper companies for an amendment
to the four-year agreement Lo
covar this year, Tha papor
companies, as he probably knows,
have signed that amendment and it
is now a matter of the Provinge
signing the amendmernt that will
just dnclude this vyear, which 1is

not coverad by the agreemeaink
because the agreement ran out last
year. In due course, Mr. Speaker,

the Department of Forestry will be
signing that agreement to cover
this year and then, hopelfully,
when we get a neaw forestry
agreement in place, there will be
a new siluviculture agreemnent
negotiated with the T paper
companies, fThey will dovetail and
one will expire with the other,

MR. SIMMS:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition Housea

MR. SIMMS:

The minister has dindicated that
the Province will be signing this
new amendment. Can he indicate to
the House when they will be
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signing that new amendment?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture.

MR. FLIGHT:

I can say to the winister that it
will be signed within the next
couple of weeks. As the member is
aware, the companies, always being
as ayreeable as the companies are
and as co~operative as the
companies are, in very short order
agreed with the request of the
government and signed the
document . However, as Lhe member
also knows, to provide the same
level of silviculture this year as
we provided last year, dinflation
and everything else increased the
cost, so my officials are talking
Lo Lhe companias about the
possibility of their contributing
a little extra this year euven in
view of the fact they have signed
the documents. The negotiations
will determine din the next few
days whether or not that will
indeed be so. Whether it is so or
whether it is not $0 the
agreements will be signed and the
siluiculture program will continue
at the same level as last year
and, hopefully, we will get a new
federal forestry agreement.

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

Mpr. Speaker, the minister has
indicated that in the next couple
of weeks or so we will sign ‘this,
that my officials are negotiating,
talking to the forestry companies
and so on. S0 while they are
fiddling around 1like this, ds the
minister aware that unless the
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government responds to the request
of the companies by this Friday it
is the intention of the companies

to cancel their silviculture
program For this Sumnmer and

thereby throw hundreds of people
out of work? It is because of the
minister's lack of effort and lack
of dinitiative 1in getting back to
the companies, instead of
dilly-dallying, they are ready to
cancel their program hy the end of
this week. Is the minister aware
of that? If he ds aware of dit,
why does he not act and do the
proper thing?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe Minister of Foraeshery
and Agriculture.

MR. FLIGHT:

Mr . Speaker, the hon. menber talks
about the companies pulling out
and hundreds and thousands of
people being thrown oubt of jobs.
That is the same  member, Mr .
Speaker, who accused me of being
an alarmist a few years ago when [
raised a genuine concern.

MR. SIMMS:

This 1s¢ a ftact. fire you aware of
it?

MR. FLIGHT:

My officials have bean talking
with Abitibi-Price and T a0 1ok
auware - maybe the member might be
aware — that Abitibi Price or
Kruger will pull out.

MR. SIMMS:
Try to sell your property, my son,
and try to find out what 1is going

on.

MR. FLIGHT:

S0 the member will know I had
discussions with my officials Lthis
morning on the very issue that he
is raising the question on. Roth
the Deputy Minister and the ADM
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are satisfied. They are talking
with Abditibi officials. And, no,
I doubt very seriously if Abitibi
will do anything so precipitous.

MR. SIMMS:

We will see.

MR. FLIGHT:
We will see.

MR. SIMMS:
No doubt aboaut it.

MR. FLIGHT:
Mr . Speaker, the silviculture
program and our relationship with
Abitibi-Price will continue on.
Maybe Lhe menber would like to see
that but he ds not going to see
it; he 1s¢ going to see the job
continuing, and the kind of
relationship we have had with the
companies continuing.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:

Mr . Speaker, I would like to
address this question to the
Minister of Education. It relates
to An Anthology of English
Literature: Themes for all Times,
which was supposed to be part of
the Grade X11 curriculum this
September. This anthology, which
was compiled and edited by Roy
Bonisteel and Ron Clarke, has been
two years in preparation.
Jesperson Press made a successful
proposal, I think +two vyears ago,
and overall there were about 300

different pieces of English
lLiterature submitted and 171 of
these were selected. Of course

that +involves a lot of work with
permissions, copyrights and this
sort of thing. It was to have
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bean in  the hands of English
teachers by June, 1989, and in the
classroom in September. On May 12
the publishers received a lelbler
from Ed Jones, who is Lthe Chairman
of the English Curriculum

Committee, that the text Was
acceptable and that it wmet all the
specifications. On May 17 they

received a phone call to say that
thirteen pileces had to be deleted

because the language was
of fensive. I would T1ike Lo ask

the minster, din view of the fact
that this text was recommended by
the English Curriculum Committee
as acceptable, the text wasg in the
hands of the Department of
Education For quite some bime, and
that the requested deletions
result 4in a cost of about $50,000,
will the minister tell this tiouse
what happerned betwoeen May (2 and
May 19 +to cause the decision of
Lhe Curriculum Committes Lo be
overruled, on what hasis Lhat
decision was made, and by whom?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, this was one of the
issues that I was hriefed on
shortly after I arrived at Lhe
Department of Education. This 1s
a very dmportant initiative on bthe
part of the department, Lo have a
text developed to sult Lhe needs
of our students, custom made 1in
this Province. It is mny
understanding that this texlt ds an
excellent effort and I pay tribute
to the editors and all concerned
For their work. However, [ gather
there were some problems with some
of the language that was used 1in
the text. It dis my understanding
that about eleven or twelve of the
items contained langquage which
might be regarded as baeing
of fensive to some parents, and
even to some religious groups 1In
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the Province. My officials
examined that and they thought
that it was inappropriate that the
Department of Education would
authorize, for all students, &
text that had certain language,
the kind of language that was
included. I could table the
language later on, if you wish,
but I do not dintend to do it
orally. This 1is not a text that
is chosen off the shelf, it is not
something that people watch on
television, it dis not an alternate
textk: This was meant to be a text
read by all students, and my
officials suggested that we had to

be cautious in the kinds of
language that was used in 1k, and
I concurred with their

recommendation.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MS DUFF :

I would like for the minister to
tell us if din fact he has read
these works himself? If he has
read them 1in context, does he
himself consider them offensive?
Also, is it the normal practice of
his Department for staff members
who do not have expertise in a
particular area to overrule a
Curriculum Committee?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

Mr. Speaker, I have not read all
the items. I said I thought there
were about 171 ditems din it and
about twelve were considered to
contain language which might be
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considered offensive. Since that
initial decision was made, and it
was not made by the minister, by
the way, and what the wminister
thinks personally is drrelevant Lo
this, because I speak as minister
here, I gather since the twelve
items were assessed, I think it s
row down to six that have to be
replaced or adjusted. Six oult of
the twelve were considered
appropriate, and my officials,
including my curriculum officials,
advise me that these six should
either be adjusted or replaced.
Now, I apologize, Mr., Speaker, Lo
the students because we wanted Lo
get this text in Lhe schools
early. We wanted to gelk 1t Lthere
For all teachers and students. T
apologize for the slight delay,
hut they have been using the samne
Lext for years and this text is
going to be there for seven or
eight or nine years; we wanted to
do it right, and we did not want
to offend, not just the parents of
any particular group in Ehis
Province, who might be offended by
some of the terminology used, but
many other parents, Mr. Speaker,
who want their children to read
what 1s right and not to use this
kind of literature in required
text.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For St. John's
East.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking here
about authors like Jules Verne,

Ernest Heminguway and Margaraet
Atwood . I have read those Dbooks
and there 1is nowhere that those
could he considered of Ffensive

under normal circumstances.

I would like the wminister to tell
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us whether or not he supports this
form of censorship, personally.
Doas he personally find tham
of fensive? In fact, when ids this
kind of censorship going to stop?
Is the wmwinister, then, going to
ask Lady Macbeth to rub out the
"damned spot' that she dis talking
about? Raecause 1t dis Lhe same
context din which the other words
are taken out. Is he going to
take David Burney's David of f
the curriculum? Recause one of
these 'bad words' appears 4in that
poem and it has been on the
curriculum for years, Is the
minister dintending Eto feed our
Grade XII students on a diet of
literary pablum from now on?

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:

Mr. Speaker, my understanding is
that this 1s an excellent text.
It containe many excellent dtems.
I have read the sections that are
controversial. The word 'damn' is
not considered a problem by my
of ficials din their review of the
text, The word "hell’ is not
considered offensive, but there
are other terms I could table
later on that might be considered
of Fensive, not only by the
students of parents of a very
small group of people 1in the
comnunity, but many parents. I
inform the hon. member that there
are schools that suspend students
because they wuse those words 1in
class. Are we dgoing to authorize
in a textbook, that must be read
by everybody, some of these words,
sone  of these items. I am not
prepared to do that, Mr. Speaker.
I am not prepared to do that. I
do not consider that censorship.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

I inform hon. membars that
Question Period had elapsed and
not collapsed.

I want to introduce some dimportant
people in the galleries before we
move on  to the next dtem of
business.

Order, please!

I want to welcome Lo the
galleries, on behall of hon

members, thirteen students, fFrom
Kindergarten Lo Gradae Ly, wilh
their teachers, Miss Nash and Miss

Careen, From The Star of the Sea
School, Point Lance, St. Mary's
Bay.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
I also want to

we'lcome Some

councillors here Loday,
representing thelr particular
council areas, I want to welcame

town councillor Stephen MacKenzile
from the community of Port aux
Basques. Also, I want to welcome
councillors from the Council of
Hopedale +in the persons of Mayor
Garfield Flower and Councillior
Flower.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Commitees

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Government House

Leader.

MR. BAKER:
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to table the Annual
Report, April, 1987 - March, 1988,
of the Provincial Aduvisory Council
on the Status of Women -
Newfoundland and Labrador.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I do not know what item of routine

business we are into now . I
understand that Question Period is
over, and that we are into

Presenting Reports by Standing and
Special Committees, and I suggast
that wmany of the questions we have
be reserved for Question Period
tomorrow.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Education.

DR. WARREN:

Mr Speaker, in answer to a
question by the hon. the member
for Grand Falls, asking aboubt ny
expenditures For travel: The
total since May 5 1s $528.40, two
trips to Gander, and I went alone,
Mr. Speaker, S0 I would like to
table these figures.

Petitions
MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. DOYLE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I have a petition that I want to
present today to the House of

Assembly on behalf of
approximately forty women in the
Province. I am not going to go
inte reading the prayer of the
petition, simply because this

petition, or one similar to it,
has been presented in the House
over the last couple of days, one
by the member for St. John's East,
and one by the member For Humber
East (Ms. Verge). Rut 4t does
have to do with the mannography
screening program in tLhe Province,
and it is a wvery, wvary serilous
issue, Mr. Speaker, and one which
really deserves the alttention of
all governmaent members, and
indeed, all hkon. members hoecre In
the House of Assembly. It ds an
1ssue that i1s vital to LUhe women
of Newfoundland and Labrador and 1
feel confident that the women of
the Province would not wanlk Lo see
happen here today whalt has been
happening over the last couple of

days hera in the House of
Assembly, and that ds Uthat the
1ssue becoma a political

foothall, That ds pretly nearly
what has happened over the last
couple of days, and the dissue,
which i a vital issue, a
sensitive idssue, has become nearly
a political foothall.

Now the women of the Province need
and want, and indeed expect their
government to be compassionate
and to deliver on this very, very
vital need that they have.

Let us examine for a minubte what
the women of the Province are
looking for, Mr. Speaker. They
are not Jlooking for the gouernment
to dnvest many, many willions of
dollars in building a hospital.
They are not looking for millions
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of dollars to be invested by the
government, they are not Jooking
for a major dnvestment at all.
What they are looking for simply
1s a wvery small dnvestment of
approximately $250, 000 or
$350,000, and that 1is not a large
investiment when you consider that
the Minister of Finance this year
is projecting a surplus dn  his
budget. It dis not really good
enough, Your Honour, that the
Minister of Health respond the way
he has been responding over the
last couple of days. Actually, we

have not had any meaningful
response  from the minister, He
has been saying that in due course

he will deliver, when ik is
reasonable he will deliver.

What the women of the Province are
asking for 1s that they be given
access to modern maunmography
screening equipment.

As the wmember for St. John's East
pointed out & couple of days ago,
what we had five years ago in the
hospitals of the Province was
very, very appropriate, it was
state-of—-the art equipment For
that particular point in time. It
was only last Decenber that a
national study reviewed the whole
issue and did a report which
showed that this new Ltype of
aquipment could actually bea
instrumental 4in saving lives by
early detection, and this 1is what
this equipment is all about, early
detection, 1if +the women of the

Province had that type of
equipment.

Mr . Speaker, this particular
petition should receive the

support of all hon. members, and I
am referring 1in particular to the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations (Ms. Cowan), who 1is the
only women 1in the Cabinet. I am
sure that she will be only too
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pleased to go to the Minister of
Health and say, "Look, Joosen up
on the purse strings a little bit
here. What we need is
approximately " - well, I do not
know exactly what it ds, hut it s
a small investment, T am told,
which could bhe dnstrumental in
saving lives. I am sure that Gthe
Minister does not want to be known
in years from now as the Dracula
of the health care system, that he
wants to establish himself as a
good, honest, caring,
compassionate Minister of Heallkh.

I would wurge him on behallf of
these forty petitioners Lo loosen
up on the purse strings and make a
real, honest, meaningful
contribution to the women of the
Prouince who are looking for this
mammography screening equipment,

Thank you, Your Honour,
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member For Mount Scilo
Bell Island.

MR. WALSH:

Mr. Speaker, ik i¢ a pleasure for
me to stand to support the prayer
of Lhe petition and also, Mr,
Speaker, it dis a pleasure to hear
someone spaeak about the concern as
opposed to trying Lo male
political hay oubk of something,
such as cancer, that 1is c¢rucial

and has touched all of us. I
reluctantly sat in my place
vesterday when the subject came
up. Quer the last two oaor three
years cancer has touched my

family, not once but twice, I
reluctantly sat also while I heard
hon. members on the other side
make political hay out of a
situation that 1s pertinent to all
of us. In supporting the prayer I
would like for them to take wisdom
from the hon. member For Humnber
Valley (Mr. Woodford), who said,
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"Try to remember the things that
we do say in this House because we
do not know, one, who they touch
or, two, who they affect." And
while I listened to the silliness
over Lhe last couple of days, I
sat here and reminisced a little
bit about the fact that
immediately after election day I
went to Toronto to watch another
member of my family dying, who is

still doing that. $o I compliment
the hon. member for Harbour Main
For not making a politicial

football out of an dssue that dis
important. Let us not talk about
reports that came down in the last
six months that simply said 'The
new innovations have come forward'
and referring to Corner Brook.
let us not forget the fact that
the machine has been there for
fourteen years and let us say, for
the first seven, the mammography
machine +that was there served a
purpose. lLet us all accept some
responsibility for the fact that
two years ago, three years ago,
four years ago, and one year ago
nothing was done.

I support my Minister, hae 1s
looking at what can be done, and
his colleagues in Cabinet are
looking at what can be done. I
ask all hon. members on the other
side, if they have such petitions
to bring forward, I will be proud
to put my signature to it. But,
for the love of God and people who
are suffering of cancer and dying
in this Province, please do not
make a political football out of
it, and I admire the hon. mmember
for not doing that today.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haar!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the

Opposition House
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Leader.

MR. SIMMS:

I would like to have a Few words
to say 1in supporlt of the petition
so ably submitted by my colleague,

the member for Harbour Main. I
commend him in the way he made his
presentation. I commencd the

member  from Mount Scic ~ Baell
Island for the comments that he
has made and, obviously, he has
struck the nail on the head. It
is rather unfortunate that he did
not see fit to have a few words
with his colleaque, btha Minister
of Health, because whil he slood
in his place and accused us of
trying to score political polints
on 1t, the opposite 1s exactly
true. We talked abhoul: Lalcing
responsibility baecause equipnent
has been there for fourlteen yoars
and so on and so forth. I refer
Lhe hon. member to his colleague's
commenrits on an original petibion
presented here din the House on
June 16, Hansard, page 709, Tt
was not soeomebody on this side of
the House that made refersence o
that, it was the Minister  of
Health on his own side of the
House, sitting next Lo him. So
having said that I hope that Uthe
member takes the Minister of

Health aside and has a
heart-tao-heart Lalk with hm,
bacause what the member For Mount

Scio-Bell Island has said 1w
absolutely correct, and that is,
Mr. Speaker, what Uthe members on
this side have been trying ko say
truthfully. The member for St
Johns' Fast, nobody can question
her interest in this matter.,
Certainly the member for Humber
Fast has beon a long—-standing
advocate of this kind of service,
nor can anybody question the
interest that the 36 names on Lkhis
particular petition have.

By the way, this petition dis not
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signed only by women, but by men
and women from various parts of
the Province: Topsail, St.
John's, Grand Bank, Carmanville,
Flatrock, Labrador City, Wabush,
Stephenville, from all over the
place. One of the signatures, Mr.
Speaker, 1s that of the President
of the Nurses' Union. Certainly
the President of the Nurses' Union
would have an interest 1n this
particular matter.

Now, as the member for Mount Scio

Bell Island says, we have all,
at one time or another no doubt,
been touched by somebody passing
away because of cancer. Certainly
we would all know somebody who has
passed away 1in that way. It is
not a nice thing to 'see happen.
In fact, I have a good friend who
is a former member of this House
who praesently is undergoing a
serious situation.

What we are talking about here,
Mr. Speaker, 1is specifically for
the Minister of Health and the
govermnent to free up a faw
dollars from their $5 milldion
surplus which they have

MR. BAKER:
We do not have it yet.

MR. SIMMS:
Well, you are projecting a $5
million surplus, I say to the
President of Treasury Board. You
may end up with a $20 million
surplus. Who knows! But you are
projecting a $5 million surplus.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the freeing up
of a few paltry dollars, a measly
few hundred thousand dollars, can
provide a wvery important service
to the people of this Province.
s my colleaque, the member for
St. John's East, said when she
spoke to this petition, Mr .
Speaker, Lo address this question
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in an arrogant sort of way and an
of f-hand sort of way, as has
happened, dis very unfortunate. I
hope that the minis bear will
reflect on the way he ha s
responded  to these petitions 1in
the past because 1 can assure him
there are more coming, and for
good reason.

I am told that there are about 160
waomean who, throughout this
Province din the next vyear, will
develaop breast cancer, and if that
is not detected early on there is
a very, very good chance ofF those
particular women having to have a
mastectomy ar, @uen Worse,
suffering death,

So, Mr., Speaker, this d¢ & wvory

important dssue, This {s not a
political issue ., W aro not
interested in making it a
political issue. We are
interestead in supporlting the

interests of those people who are
presenting us with petitions, who

are asking us to ask the
govearnment to fraee up a fow
dollars. Get the Minister of

Finance to have a look at the
budget. There has to he some
funds there. r Yyou dre
projecting a surplus, vou have to
be projecting a surplus. Either
you are or you are nol, You
cannot dillydally with it,. Fuen
if you were not projecting &
surplus, surely to heavens, Mr.
Speaker, this matter ds of such
importance that it requires Lhe
Cabhinet to have a look at this
very, wvery quickly and very, very
closely, because, the <cooner it
gets on stream, then Lhe mora
effective it will be.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Orders of the Davy
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MR. BAKER:
Order 2, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order 2 - Comnittee of Supply.

I think the member for $St. John's

Fast adjourned the debate.

The hon. the member For St. John's
East.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I will now make another attempt Lo
complete my three—-part maiden
speech, and hopefully I can finish
it today.

I think what I have done
previously is simply briefly
introduce myself and then try and
talk a 1little about my district.
So today I will try to get into a
little bit more relevance with
regard to the budget.

I would like to make mention,
though, of the fact that I am very
pleased to see that the
representation by women in this
House has dncreased by 300 per
cent since bthe last session. We

are still a very obvious
minority. I think a few more

women would add a little colour to
the place.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

T hope the leaders of all three
parties are going to make good on
the commitments they made at the
Women in Politics Conference, that
they would look at policies and
programs that will facilitate the
entry of women into politics.
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I am very proud, .in fact, that our
leader, Mr. Rideout, was able to
attract the most women to run and,
in fact, getl mos k. of them
succaessfully through the
nomination process and elect twice
the number as the government party.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF:

T am convinced, Mr. Speaker, that

if we have a more halanced
representation by women in  the
House we will also have an
improvement in the processes and
the poelicies of govarnmenl ,

hecause it is women  who have
brought to awareness public dssucs
which were nob being adeguately
addressed, and they will bring Lo
government a different perspective
on many of these dssues Lthat are
vary relevant to the needs of
women and children in our Province.

I do nol think people would have
been aware of the feminization of
poverty if it had not been for the
strong voices of the people in the
women's movement; we  would not
have been nearly as aware as we
are of a need for a whole range of
support services in our comnunity
or for adequate shelter and health
care and employmernt opportunities,
or the tragedy of family violence
and child sexual abuse, or the
need for improved counselling and
mental health services = For
children and adolescents .
Hopefully without saying anything
against any of the men who are
here present I sincerely hope that
we will have far greater
representation by womean in  the
next House.

While I am on the subject of women
and children, I would have Lo <say
that this 1is not a budget that is
kind to women and children. It is
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not a hudget that 1is kind to the
underprivileged or the
disadvantaged 1in society, because
it has put a bhottom line, a
projected surplus on currant
account, ahead of compassion. And
I think that was evident in the
debate on the petition that we
just had. As laudible as 1t may
be to achieve a budgeted surplus
on current account, I would
certainly seriously question the
wisdom of an inflatiornary $100
million tax grab at a time when
this Province is reeling from a
series of economic bad news. The
cost of  that achievement, that

budgeted surplus on currant
account, despite what Lhe
Government House l.eader (Mp .
Rakar) keops telling us, is

inflationary, because 1t adds fo
the cost of consumer goods.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Highly inflationary!

MS DUFF:
Wilson's budget 1is inflationary,
too.

[t has an ill-conceived and highly
discrimatory adjustment on the RST
For children's clothing. Oor
consider +the privatization, which
I understand 1is being considered,
of government-owned fish plants
and community wharves which are
vital in some instances to
caommunity life in those areas.

We have seen bthe firing of career
civil servants, the recovery of
funds from Newfoundland and
Labrador Hydro, which has got to
lead to an increase in the cost of
electricity regardless of anyone's
ability to pay for it, or the

recovery of $8 million in
overpayments from welfare
recipients when much of that
overpayment has beoan due to

problems in the system and not any
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intentional deceit on Lthe part of
the people who will he forced to
pay.

This budget contains only Ltoken
gestures towards addressing the
real and urgent needs in  our
Province's social program. We
have heard that we are getlting
forty-five new fFunded positions
for nursing and ancillary staff
when there 1is an ddentified need
for two hundred. We are qgoing to
have bed closures at an all-time
high, probably at the level of 400
this Summer. And as a St. John's
maember T would have Lo say that
Lhe St John's hospitals are
particularly hard hit because of
the fact that they have the most

acute patienks, Whan patiaents
cannot bhe dealt with in Lhe

regional  hospitals Lhey cone 1in
here, and that puts a tremendous
burden on the remaining staff.
Forty-seven per cent of patienls
in St. John's hospitals are not
From the urban core.

The government, when they were on
this side of the House, made great
hue and c¢ry about bed closures and
about nursing shortages, but they
have done nothing in this budget
to correct them when they had a
chance to do so. There are only
token improvements in the
provision of chronic care beds wnd
comnunity support services, and no
funding for a badly naedad
province-wide "screening
mammagraphy program - none at all,
unless the government has a change
of heart.

This budget will fail to stimulate
the econaomy and provide
employment. And the human cost of
unemployment are devastating, far
more serious, 1in my view, than the

economic cost. Because dd
disrupts family life, you get
discouraged workers, loss of
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self-esteem and a whole range of
related social problems. I would
have expected at least some
short-term programs, perhaps some
creative public-private saector
initiatives Lo bridge the gap
while we are waiting for the

miracle of the Recovery Team., BRut

instead of Lhat we find the
Private Sector Employment Program
has been scapped with nothing to
replace it. The Minister of
Social Services (Mr. Efford) gave
us a great lecture the other day
about short-term work programs .
Rut I think it is a fact that once
a worker is discouraged and out of
Lhe work fFforce For two years, the
chances of ever gaining full-time,
meaningful employment again goes
very seriously down. So even if &
short-term program provides ten or
twenty weeks of work, at least it
keeps workers from falling 1into
that horrible cycle of the
chronically and permanently
unemployed.

I would 1like to say a few words,
too, about municipal government,
because that is an area with which
I arm Fairly familiar. And
although I must say I agree with
the statements in Lthe Speech from
the Throne on the need for

municipal co-operation in the
provision of essential local
governmant services, there are

still no details in this budget on
the financial dimplications or to
encourage this form of
co-operation, which I think they
will be necessary.

Also, if you are going to
encouraging annexation -

municipalities will not want to
involvue themselues 1in annexation
will not want to involve
themselves in annexation 1f the
total burden of bringing services
up to an appropriate level falls
on the municipality out of its
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property tax base. I do not have
to tell the minister that the
property tax base is a vary

regressive form of taxation.
Money will certainly have to be
provided then. We are in a

situation in the city of St.
John's, with Airport Heights and
Kilbride, where it has been very
castly to the taxpayers of the
city of St., John's to try to bring
services up to standard. I am
sure that unless there 1is some
well ddentified incentive program
you will not have much success
with this whole gquest ton of
annexation and amalgamation.

I would also caution the minluler
in this case that the dssue of
annexation d1s one that cannot be
Forced, 1t can be ancouraged hbut
it cannot be forced, and there

should he very, Uy wide
consultation with Lhe
municipalities. I look at  tLhe

recent statements in  the prass
about tsupercities! and a time
frame of Lhe next municipal
election in November, and I would
say it 1s totally unrealistic.

In fact, I am dinclined Lo agree
with the Mayor Ffor Mounbk Pearl,
when he said that he feels the
minister 1s just throwing out an
idea, putting his foot dn the
water, Lo see what the lLemperature
is, and perhaps what he will come
in with 1is something far less
draconian, far Jless dramatic, far
less likely to get a lot of press,
and perhaps at a later time some
more reasaonable solution.

I would also caution government
not to weaken Lthe momentuwn toward
increased responsibility and the
genuine desire For increased
autonomy that dis very evident at
the local governmeant level.

Autonomy and flexibility are
critical to the principle of
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effective local government. I
understand, Mr. Speaker, that any
new government has a right, and in
fact has a responsibility to look
For new and better ways of doing
things, but I am deeply concerned
about the proposal to establish a

provincial water and sewear
corporation, which appeared,
certainly, in the election
promises and in the Throne
Speech. It is not & new idea and
I am not at all sure that it 1is an
appropriate one, No one, of

course, would ever question the
right of our c¢itizens to potable
waker and sewerage disposal
systems that are consistent with

approved standairds of public
health and safety. No one
questions that there are

comnunities experiencing savere
problems, but this 1s a draconian
and bureaucratic solution which
strikes at the heart of 1local
government autonomy and I feel
will certainly result in high cost
to small municipalities d4if  the
intention is to operate it like a
public facility with a wuniform
rate. he effect, also, I think,
of that expropriation on the
assets of existing municipalities,
which have already paid a fair
amount of money out of thelir
property tax base to put assets in
the ground, should be given <some
thought. I know from my Own
experience with the City of St.
John's that we need those assets,
they are part of our borrowing
ability, and it would seriously
affect the cities borrowing power
if those were expropriated for
some kind of provincial
corporation.

Another, I guess, municipal
question that I would like to
raise in relation to the budget is
the fact that the costs for Lhe
St. John's Fire Department are
going up another ¢$1 million this
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year, and that cost, as I am sure
the government knows, 1s one that
is passed on directly to the user
municipalities. The City of &t.
John's being the highest per
capita municipality pays a full 65
per cent of that, which 1s going
to amount to something like
$741,000 which the c¢ity has not
budgeted for. Now, the previous
government undertook to do a major
study on this question, the Woods
Gordon Report, to look at the
effectiveness, the efficiency and
the cost of the Fire Deparbtment,
It dis wvery alarming to see that
thaere has been no discussion on
what €1s going to happen wilth Uthe

recomnandations oF that  raeport,
At the same Lime the cosbs
continue ko go  up and ik nay

simply be Lthat the goverrnment docs
not really care that much aboulk 1k
because they do not have Lo pay.
find it 1s an untenable situabtion
when those who do have to pay haue
no control at all ouear the
expenditures.

There are many, many problems in
the area of municipal governmeni.

The minister, again, has beon
talking about annexations and
super cities and saying that bLhere
are no more studies needed. Rut

it ds fifteen years since the
Whelan Royal Comnission report and
we are not only dealing  with
annexation, we are dealing with
the whole structures of municipal
governments and which ones ars
most appropriate. We are dealing
with the fFinancing of local
government, we are dealing with
the appropriate role and mandate
of municipal governmeant, and 1
would think that before any huge
changes are made in Cthis system,
it might be wise to do one more
study to take a very comprehensiuve
look at the whole question of
municipal government in Lhis
Province and do anolther Whelan
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Royal Commission report. I think
that would actually be supported
by the fCM or the Newfoundland and
Labrador Federation of
Municipalities.

I would also just like to bring to
government's attention that the
previous government supported very
strongly the dinitiative by the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities to have the federal
government return into the area of
municipal infrastructure funding,
because the costs dinvolvement in
here are in +the billions, not the
millions, and they are away beyond

the ability of any local
municipality avr, indeed, the

Province to pay. So I hope the
efforts made by the previous
government will be continued by
the lLiberal Governmnant in
negotiating strongly on behalf of
municipalities with the federal
governmnent.

M. Speaker, I would also like to
cay a few words about the Economic
Recovery Commission, I must <say
at the outset that I have the
greatest respect for the members
of that Commission, many of whom I
know personally. That dnitiatdive
has received a great deal of
praise from government members and
criticism from the Opposition,
which I expect is not unexpected,
as that seems to be the way things
go.

I do not want to be critical
simply For the sake of being
critical, but it would appear Lo
me that the costs are very high,
that the results are anticipated
o be very slow, and that we have
very, very few details.

I think this House has a right to
krow what the terms of the
contracts of those members are. I
am reminded of the Action Team of
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the Ffrank Moores governmaent, and
it seems that the mandate of this
Commission is not unlike that
Action Team, to be a facilitator,
and that there was a fairly high
cost there din  buying out S Ome
contracts. ‘

I would like to know also what we
intend to do with resulls
monitoring. We are told that this
is going to perforn economic
miracles, but I  have, as yet,
received no dndication of how we
are going ta know if, in fact,
those miracles are happening, or

if, in fact, Lhe miracles are
happening because Hibernia hes

Camne on stream or the Filshury
improves, or because we have a $3
million a year Economic Recovery
Commission in place.

The House Royal Commission Report
aon Employment and Unemploymant was
an excellent document. It ey
certainly provided a blueprint for
government, but I would think that
it 1is clearly the responsibility
of government to develop and
implement the programs Gthat will
stimulate the economy and create
employment, with as many advisors
as they need. I think government
has an absolute right to seek
advice, but government themselves
have to bhe accountable Lo this
House for its acltions or dts
failure %o act, and not Lo create
an expensive duplication of the
existing responsibilities of
government departments which s
not accountable to this House.

Mr. Speaker, on the question of
tourism 1in the Province, I iust
say that [ found this Rudget

somewhat of a disappointment. I
do not wish Lto be critical of the
minister, because I think he
himself has been disappointed by
the decision of the federal
governnent not to fund a
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cost-shared agreement, " but I am
sure the minister, coming from the
district he comes from, 1is very,
very well aware of the dmportance
of tourism in the Province.

But the Budget seems to place very
little emphasis on this area. And
if you are talking about economic
recovery, you do not need an
Economic Recovery Comnission to
tell vyou that one of the areas
that has the highest potential for
growth in this Province in terms
of  economic development is the
tourism dindustry. It ds already
the fourth generator of our Gross
Provincial Product, but we are
just at one on a scale of Len when
it comes to development of that
industry. It is tailor-made For
us . It is broad based, it is able
to be applied bto almost every
community in the Province, it 1is
labour dintensive, and 1t fiks in
beautifully with the kind of
philosophy that Dr. House was
espousing in his Commission Report.

I would 1like to know 1f the
governmaent has any intention, now
that 4t has failed to negotiate
the $60 million Federdl-provincial
agreement, of putting the $24
million, which would have been its
cost share, into some programs
which would supplement any other
types of funding, such as ACOA,
which might be available. Recause
I think if we Jlose some of the
momerntum that has been gained in
the tourism dindustry, we are going
to set ourselves back. The amount
of money that we are spending is a
half a million dollar amount in
the budget for tourism marketing.
The amount of wmoney that we as a
Province are spaending, compared to
what 1s being spent by Nowva Scotia
and Prince Edward Island, who are
our closest neighbours hut also
our closest competition, is
infinitesimal, and we will remain
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as we currently are ,the best-kept
secret din the tourdism dindustry din
Canada, unless we make <some much
more serious efforts to hoth
market ourselues and to develop
our tourism plant.

The budget, and The Throne Speech,
gave very little emphasis to the
whole question of environment. 1t
did not dindicate that there were
any new dnitiatives. In fact, the
budget For tLhe department; is
somewhat less than last year,
This Province has been blessed
with natural wilderness and &
relatively clean environment, and
blessed, T suppose, 1n some ways
with an absence of sowme of bLho
very serious problens that eflfect

areas 1in Central Canada. Rt we
still have no regulalbions Lo
control our ATVUs. I think we arce
still failing in adequate
restoration contracts Far
industrial operations. We sLiall

have no returnable bottle
legislation. We still have placed
no money into recycling operations

or to public education on
environmental idssues. Perhaps Lhe
most effective way of doing

something about the environment is
to try to begin, at  least, to
educate the public, and that will
take dollars and those dollars are
not 1in this budget.

There are two environmental idssues
of particular concern to Lhe
citizens of St. John's, and I
think they are very keen dssues +in
my own district, St. John's East.
One of them is St. John's
Harbour. Now, every time we have
tourists who come here and stay at
the Newfoundland Hotel, they look
out the window and they see aboul
150 sea gulls gathered around, and
they think that it d1s very cute,
at first look. That think it 1s a
conference of Jonathan Livingston
Sea Gull and his friends, hbhut 1t
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is not. It 1s the scea gulls, as
everybody knows, feasting on the
raw sewage of the whole East
Avalon region, This, again, is
one of those areas which 1s way
beyond the abildity of the
municipal government in which that
Harbour sits to do anything about
without help from the two senior
levels of government. So, I would
certainly like to sae this
government seriously undertake to
negotiate a faderal-provincial
agreement for the cleanup of St.

John's Harbour and the Humber
River, and the various waste

disposal sites 1in this Province,
which was committed to by our
lLeader in his short days 1in Lhe
Premiership. Quebec has a similar
agreement which they use to clean
up the St. Lawrence River.

Also, Mr. Speaker, the areas of
culture and historic resources are
very scantily addressed 4in the
bhudget, and I think not at all in
The Throne Speech. There does not
appear to be any new funding.
Both these areas, which in my view
are absolutely critical Lo
NewFoundland, are given very low
profile, and it would appear also
low priority. They are surfeited
on 1lip service and starved for
funds to develop policies and
programs. Tt is motherhood to say
that it dis dmportant to our pride
and confidence in ourselues as a
people, I am sick of listening to
politicians at all levels telling
us how important our culture and
heritage are, but they are also

extremely dimportant as economic
generators, particularly related
to the tourism dindustry. This
could be the main platform in our
plank to develop a unique

positioning
tourism

situation, a unique
for ourselves as a
destination.

Rut they are also, in many cases,
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non-renewahble resources. We will
have no artists here, pretty soon,
to gilve that creative generakor to
our cultural l1ife. The LSPU Hall,
just as  an example, wlich 15
perhaps the dncubator of a great
percentage of the indigenous,
creative talent din this Province,
asked for a tiny grant of $50,000
to help them get lights for the
facility - nothing in the budget.
There is less funding for the arts
group. There is no increasad
funding for the Newfoundland and
Labrador Historic Foundation, who
give grants. The money Lhat s
used For that - you are ok
talking about a lot of money - if
it is linked wilth privabte sechor
investment, which it hasg been,
saves our historic resources at
minimal cost to governmentl, A few
Mundred thousand dollars in both
those areas, arts and heritage,
could nave dona a trenendous
amount both for the economy and
For the Province of Newfoundland.

Mr . Speakear, the daefinition of
politics that I learned when I was
doing Political Science 1is that
politics is the art of the
possible, or the allocation of
scarce resources, Ir the entire
history of Newfoundland and
Labrador resources have bhean
scarce and the allocation has been
difficult. Successive Throne
Speaches have gone on twin themes,
the economy and to try and hring
our people up to a decent standard

of ldiving. How we allocate these
resources is certainly the
responsibility of government and a
very clear indication of

government's priorities.

Therefore, in summary, M.
Speaker, I have to say that [ do
not find this budget to be a
documerit of hope and reform. It
is not a compassionate budgel. It
i1s a bhudget which puts the balance
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sheet before people. The rhetoric
and the numbers do not match. It
is pregnant with promises like tlthe
Throne Speech and the election
policies. It appears i1t will have
a long gestation period. Delivery
will take place 'in due course!'
'when appropriate and feasible,'
'when funds are available.' I
hope, Mr. Speaker, that the bright

promises will be delivered
sometime before Hades reaches zero
degrees centigrade. IFf this 1is

the Wells agenda 41t d4s not a
liberal agenda. It i4s a small 'c¢'
conservative agenda that would be
worthy of Margaret Thatcher.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS DUFF :
There 1s one little psalm which
says, "To everything there 1is a
season; there 1¢ a time to reap
and a time to sow." I am sure
evervybody 1s familiar with that.
Given the current state of the
provincial economy, this Province
should have been S owWn with
innovative and creative programs
and much needed d1mprovements to
our social programs; instead this
budget has chosen to reap $100
million 1in additional taxes out of
the provincial economy.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
South.

MR. MURPHY:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

At the pleasure of the Chair, I
would ask that I be given leave to
inform this hon. House that this
week 1is a week that 1is set aside
for all Canadians employed,
Canadian employers and employees,
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as Occupational Health and Safetlty
Week . I would 1like to pubt on
record that Uthis House supports
that week and its alareness
conceplt: to reduce Gthe carnage and
suffering din the work place, and
the tremendous costs of industrial
accidents in the work place.

In saying that, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to say that obuviously I
cannot or would not concur with
the hon. wmember Ffor St. John's
Fast. I would like to say, Mr.
Speaker, that I congratulate the
Minister of Finance who, in such a
short time, brought Forward such a
courageous budget, one that wav
not meant to he totally without
pain, but certainly one {that all
Newfoundlanders at this pacticular
time need. and the aspirations of
going North have now turned arouind
and, please God, we  will he
positively going South..

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:

I think I would bhe & little
remiss, Mr. Speaker, 1Ff I did nol
camment on the tremendous sense of
initiative taken by the hon. Lhe

Minister of Fisheries. Tt would
seem members oppocite would

indicate that the cod glubt at this
time of the vyear, especially on
the Avalon Peninsula, 1s something
that just happened, just fell upon
us all of a sudden.

I know the concerns of the hon.
the member for St. Mary's - the
Capes (Mr. Hearn), and bthe hon,.
the wmember for St. John's East
Extarn (Mr. Parsons) wibth respech
to their dinshore fisheries, and I
think the hon, the Minister of
Fisheries should be certainly
congratulated for his foresight in
bringing a factory freezer trawler
into St. John's to try and handle
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that glut, and the additional ship
that was sent to St. Mary's Bay.

I think we all realize at this
particular point in time that this
Lime last week members in the
House were addressing the sad
scenario of the lack of cod and
the probability of never seeing
any more than a couple of hundred
pounds in any given time, and now,
all of a sudden, we are addressing
a glut.

MR. PARSONS:
There is no glut.

MR. MURPHY:

The hon. the member for St. John's
Fast Extern says there was no
glut. It was yesterday, I think,
a fisherman From Flatrock was told
not to dare take his fish out of
the water because there was
nowhere to process the fish.

MR. PARSONS:
(Inaudible) .

MR. MURPHY:

I would suggest that it was a
scenario not with respect Gto a
trawler or foreign gear going away
with the trap, bhut fish going away
with the trap. Howeuver, through
the foresight and the expertise of
the hon. the Minister of
Fisheries, that particular
situation has been alleviated.

The other day the hon. member for
Mount Pearl (Mr. N. Windsor) stood
in his place with his great
expertise, his chest swelling with
pride with respect to the
circumstance on the development of
the Lower Churchill and he claimed
that the hon. the Premier was
using the Meech Lake Accord in a
way that would have a detrimental
impact on the Lower Churchill
project, and he said that the
stand taken by this government and
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its Premier would atffect
negotiations between Hydro Quebec
and this Province.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in listening to
the hon. member Ffor Mount Pearl,
is it fair to say that until we
get a contract with Hydro Quebec,
and this government will, we all
cheer for the Montreal Canadiens
and the Quebec Nordiques? Is this
apples and oranges? I mean, do we

have to buy clothes made in
Quebec? Is that what we are
saying? Is that what the hon. the
member For Mauink Poarl W s

saying? He talked with great
guslto about all the meebings that
had Laken place on the Lower
Churchill project and how they
have heen ongoing, and he talked
at great length about ULhe Upper

Churchill contract. i do not
think anybody in this hon. House
would agree that the Uppear

Churchill contract Wl G ane of
significance din 1980s, even the

1970s. Rut ofF course, M.
Speaker, hindsight is
twenty/twenty vision, Lk was

March 1927, Mr. Speaker, when the
Privy Council awarded that great
landmass known as lLabrador, &
great part of this Province, to
Newfoundland, the decision of the
Privy Council, of course, was
hinding. It was binding.

Then, of course, the Governmenl of
Newfoundland of the day, not
realizing the potential of that
great part of Gthis Province, were
of fered, I think, a sum somewhere
close to  $40 million from the
Province of Quebec, at that
particular time, $40 million! I
go back to this to draw an analogy
on what the hon. the member For
Mount Pearl, who will now be the

critic, I understand, of o0,
the critic of pure water, had to
say. He ds not din  his place

today, he 1is probably out cleaning
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up the acid rain scenario.

However, in 1927 lLabrador was
worth $40 million 4in the eyes of

the Province of Quebec. The
Newfoundland Government of the day
took their time in deciding

whether or not they were ready to
sell that part of this great
Province they were going to sell
that part back to Quebec, because
they realized the difficulty din
serving all the coastal
comnunities - and when they went
back to the Province of Quebece
they reneged on their offer, put
their $40 wmillion in their pocket
and said, No, we do not think that
barren land 1is worth $40 million.

S50 the member stood in his place
the other day and ranted and raved
about what & tarrible deal
Newfoundland had signed with
Quebec wikth respect to the Upper
Churchill Project. As I saild
earlier, Mr., Speaker, as we look
at it dn 1989, it was a terrible,

terrible deal. Maybe we could
have had an escalating mil rate
built into it, but that is
yesterday. And I draw the same

analogy on the Privy Council and
the $40 million,

Then he went on to talk about the
deal with Quebec Hydro and the
deal with the Province of
Newfoundland, not mentioning once
the ten years of construction work
that went aon uninterrupted, and
the thousands and thousands of
homes that stand in this part of
the Province, and in lLabrador,
because of the construction jobs
that were available to
Newfoundland tradesmen of that day.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:
This government did not kill the
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building trades 1in this Province.
Mr . Speaker, paople From the
Provinces of Ontraio, Quebec, Noua
Scotia and New Brunswick were
using their travel cards Lo Flock
to Churchill during those days.
The hon. the member For Harbour

Main remembers it owell. Those
days are gone. There was no need
for double breasting legislation

in those days. And not only did
he not mention the Houses and the
prosperity broughl: Lo this
Prouvuince all over, he also forgot
to mention the Lhousands and
thousands of dollars available Lo
Newfoundland carpenters,
pipefitters, plumbers,
electriclians  and bricklayers For
the education of their childraen,

and which macde Maemorial the
monument it ds today. ALl that
was easily forgotten, Mr. Speaker.
SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:

And then conveniently, M,

Speaker, there was a gap 1in the
hon. member's presentation when hae
forgot, as did the hon. member For
St. John's East, the Moores years,
the double-barreled bang, I called
it, over in Point Amor, on the
coast of Labrador, and down din

Flower's Cove, in Lhe hon,
member's district. I was there,

working For Teshmont Consultants,
when the hon. Premier of the day
came with flags and buntings
waving, and $100 million later,
the lower Churchill.

I am sure the Hon. the Ministoer of
Environment and Lands was very
happy for the Lower Churchill
Project at that particular time,
if For nothing else but the $100
million spent by the then Minister
of Finance and the Premier of that
time, who just happened Lo be Mr.
Moores and the hon. Mr. Crosbie.
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MR. TOBIN:
What about (inaudible).

MR. MURPHY:
Here 1is Heckle, where 1s Jekyll?

Tweedledee and tweedledum. The
donut twins. Mr. Speaker, 1if I
may remove myself, I Tlook at the
hon. member fFor Grand Rank

educatedly looking at the pictures
in the Telegram, he stood in his
place the other day, with his hand
ingide his shirt holding his
heart, speaking the aspirations
and wishes of the people of Grand
Bank and St. Lawrence. Where was
he, Mr. Speakaer, when  Markland
went  down and Come Ry Chance
fFollowed 1k7? Where was he than,
Sir? Where was his heart thaen?
Then the hon. member For Trinity
North (Mer. Brett), old Noah, who
used to move the arks, he is not
in his place today, he 1s the
henefactor of the Clarenville
Hospital.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Take that back. You are wrong.

MR. MURPHY:

I apologize. In the excitement of
my delivery, I was carried away.

I apologize to the hon. the member
for Trinity North, who is not here.

MR. TOBIN:
I must say, I (inaudible).

MR. MURPHY:
I get carried away like you do,
Jekyll.

However, just as another point of
information, Mr. Speaker, in June,
1974, the then Finance Minister,
who was filled with an urge to rid
himself of the BRINCO frock,
organized a bond d1ssue of $160
million US to purchase CF(L)Co
from BRINCO. Six months later,
the same hon. minister turned
around and found $147,700,000 for

1.832 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

Hydro to bhuy the shares Ffrom
CF(L)Co. Today, this govermnent
is strapped at 10.5 per cent with
that bill. This ig the same
admninistration, now opposite, who
had the arrogance to stand an
their place and, after six weeks,
chastise the horm. Minister of
Finance for a budget he had no
alternative but to bring in - the
same paople. They took over after
the Moores administration strapped
with the sane money, but ot a
word, not a sound about the Lower
Churchill, the $100 million. It
is too bad the hon. menber is notb
in his place today, because he nay
he able to give some clarification
on the $100 wmillion spent.

He talked and ranbled on about the
engineering study that was done
being incomplete. fhis han.
member knows, Mr. Speaker, where
the coring samples From Muskrat
Falls and the Lower Churchill arce
today . I doubt wvery much if the
hon. member From Mount Pearl knows
whaere they are. He accused the
Premier of putting a sod, putting
a blanket on negotiations betwean
Lhis Province and Quebec Hydro by
mentioning tha social issues
associated with the Meech Lake
Accord, 'that one province should
not be elevated ahove another.'

Surely heavens, this Province is
distinct and unique in as much as
that Ffrom the tip of St. Anthony
to the BRill of Cape St. George and
back on to Cape St. Francis, there
are 270 different English

dialects. If that is not unique,
Mr. Speaker, what 1s? We are
talking about a social issue

belonging to a very have-not
Prouince in Meach lLake, which s
designed to look after one of the
have provinces. And the hon.
member for Mount Pearl mingles a1l
this 1in with the Lower Churchill
program, I would suggest that the
hon. memnbear in his ohgoing
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negotiations - because the lLowear
Churchill dis not new. The Moores

administration with their
double--barreled bang, that was
fourteen years ago. Mr., Speaker,
there 1s nothing new about 1it.
Surely Heavens there must: be
something more to stand on, or to
lean on, or to use as a crutch for
the hon. the member for Mount
Pearl to say in retrospect that
our attitude dis breaking down the
Lower Churchill negotiations.

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible).

MR. MURPHY:

Well, Mr . Speaker, martini
meetings, and golf c¢lub sessions
and what have you, over the years,
do not Dbring this Province any
closer - the hon. Opposition House
Leader makes a small comment. M,
Speaker, I Jlooked over .the other
day, when the hon. member for
Grand Bank was on his feet - of
course, his source of information
is the member for Burin -
Placentia west and there was the
member for Burin -- Placentia West
throwing information uwup to him.
Then I looked up and there was the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition,
the hon. the House Leader of the
Opposition, and the hon. the
member for Harbour Main, and they
reminded me of the back window of
a 19%2 Chev - everybody nodding in
unison; Wynken, Blynken and Nod.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY :
The Minister of Finance sits there
in his place, and so he should,

without addressing any of the
snide comments that come from
members opposite, He does not
need to pay attention, Mr .

Speaker. He does not need to.
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As time goes on, Mr. Speaker, this
government will sit down with
Hydro Quebec and the Government of
Quebec ancd take a reasonable,

rational look at wiadt: this
Province has to offer,. The hon,
Prime Minister of this great
country has been moving and

shaking himself all about the
United States in the last five
years talking to his other
blue-eyed Irish friend - and I am
not saying anything about Irish
people, why would I7 - on the
reduction of acid rain.

Just as a point of dinformation,
My . Speaker, the last great
natural Fesource avallable in
Naoirth Amnerica, if not i Lhe
world, exdists in Labrador, and it
Is clean, tumbling waters. N,
Mr  Speaker, the Upper Churchill
was an engineering masterpiece, to

Say the least, a labour
legislation masterpiece - a
collective agreement for ten years
without interruption, and .- all

those things were forgotten, But
now, as the waters leave the
Churchill powerhouse and come down
Lowards Goose Bay and Happy
Valley, and we see the Gull Island
project and Uthe Muskrat Falls and
the five rivers that empty down
into the Province of Quebec, 1t is
a great and tremendous opportunity
For those honestly concerned wibth
the reduction of pollution, the
reduction of acid rain, Lo take
part 1in the development of the
Lower Churchill and bthe Muskrat
Falls. It is time for these
pecple to get involued so that we
will reduce the oil-fired electric
plants that are around, and the
coal—Ffired, and even worse, Mr,
Speaker, the possibility of what
might happen with a nuclear plant.

In those days again, Mr., Speaker,

when all of these planks were
being organized and established
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_and built, oil was two dollars a
barrel and coal cost nmext to
nothing. They contribute greatly
to Lkhe problemns of water 1in this

Province and other Atlantic
Provinces. So maybe we have a
selling package there. This

government 1is much aware of that.
This 1s one of the messages that
this government, I am sure, will
be bringing to Hydro Quebec,
bringing to the Government of
Quebec, and certainly bringing to
the Fastern Seaboard and the
Eastern States.

The hon. member for Grand Bank
alluded ko megaprojects, this
government does net believe in
megaprojects.

MR. TOBIN:
Oh, you do not believe in Hibernia!

MR. MURPHY:

Mr. Speaker, Jeckyll, or somebody
over there, not long ago mentioned
somelbhing about who was the then
Minister of Industrial
Development, and he talked about
Hibernia. I remember very well.
Tt was the Hon. Leo Barry, who
then served as Industrial Minister
on the otner side, before he
became enlightened.

I rememnber Lthe press conference
extremely well where he held up a
little crock of o0il which caused

Newfoundland to gqo into
hysterics. There were people
lining up to mortgage their

houses. He held up a little crock
of o0il, not even a cupful, Mr.
Speaker. Can you imagine what
would have happened if he had held
up a forty-five gallon drum? This
is the megaproject that the hon,
member from Grand Bank swings over
here and talks about to this
government. I remember very well
the last megaproject in this
Province, Lthe one that sat out
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there rusting for ten years until,
all of a sudden, somme  COMmpany
showed up from New Jersey,
Cumberland Farins or somebody .
Evervhody was guspicious. The
Premier said, "Check them out.
Get Dun & Bradstreet on the
phone . These people quietly took
over Come by Chance, a megaproject
that 1is working very well today.
I was a little concerned as a
safety professional when they
opened up, but today it is working
very well and 1t seems to  be
providing geod, sound, solid jobs
For thils Province. T wonder, Mr,
Speaker, if, after soventeean
yaars, hon, members opposite can
allude to one single, solitary
megaproject?

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

MR. MURPHY:

I Jjust said that. Absolubely
nothing to do with the
refurbishing of Come By Chance.
If the Linerboard mill was the
second last megaproject, then
surely heavens Abitibi-Price would
not  have another paper mill in
Newfoundland today . It was a
mistake at the time, bubt today it
is the wisdom of the Tories.

MR. WARREN:

The Linerboard mill?

MR. MURPHY:

The Linerboard mill. I promised
the hon. member for Humber Valley
(Mr. Woodford) I would never
mention in this House again, but
the only megaproject these peaple
got involved with in seventeean
years is on sale this week.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY :
and, as I alluded to before, 1if
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they were so convinced that it was
such a wonderful +thing, then you
had the opportunity to bhuy it.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I felt good about it.

MR. MURPHY:

I look at the hon. member for
Harbour Main (Mr. Doyle), an iron
worker. Yesterday the hon. the
member for Humber Valley alluded
to a man who wore more coveralls
than shirts and ties - the hon.
the member for Harbour Main.

Right on!

MR. MURPFHY:
And how well I remember,

MR, SIMMS:
Steve Neary is back.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:

That hon. wmember, with his spud
wrench, was not worrying about a
job in this Province, he was
wondering which job he was going
to go to; going to the union hall,
Mr. Speaker, looking at the board
to see which job he preferred. 1In
the Liberal days, Mr. Speaker,
that gentleman had five jobs. His
counterparts and cohorts in  his
own trade 1in that great area of
Conception Bay, Conception
Harbour, Avondale, Harbour Main,
all these wonderful places, are
running around today in
desperation trying to find a job
in their trade.

MR. WARREN:
(Inaudible).

MR. MURPHY :
You kriow, Mr .
question, Sir,

Speaker, without
members on this

-835 June 20, 1989 Vol XLI

side understand the Finance
Minister's budget. We know that
he was left no option. He left no
stone unturned. There were some

wrinkles in that budget  which
obviously affect and dmpacts on
Newfoundlanders. However, I would
have to congratulate, again, the
hon. the Minister of Finance (Dr.
Kitchen).

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:

What ds even more dnspiring, Mr,
Speaker, 1s that I had come second
thoughts the day the budget came

down . s constituenrts throughout
St. John's South and other areas
of this- Province called wme, T was
ready to hear some negative

vilies. lWhat T have heard Lo date,
Mr. Speaker, has been 9% per cent
to 96 per cent admiration fFor the
courage of the Minister of Finance,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Tax the poor!

Tax the poor!

MR. MURPHY:

It ds not a sense of taxes, Mr.
Speaker, I think @uUeEry
Newfoundlander today realizes that
the proverbial bottom of the
barrel has been reached. The
previous administration -reached
down and reached beyond
thaemselves, and this hon. minister
had no alternative hut to reach
back.

AN HON., MEMBER:
He is a good man.

MR. MURPHY:

If we Tlook back over Hansard and
look wack over Budget Speeches of
the Jlast +twenty vyears, 1 do not
think we  will Find one  which
predicts a $5 million deficit
no, a $5 million -
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Surplus.

MR. SIMMS:

He doec not even know what he i
reading!

[i7]

MR. MURPHY:
Excuse me, a $5 million surplus at
the end of the fiscal year.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. MURPHY:

Well, the haon. member for Grand
Falls, the Opposition House
Leader, should obviously -

MR. SIMMS:
You will never get 1in the Cabinet
that way.

MR. MURPHY:
- be equally complimentary. After
all, I think he found, in Fairness
and balance, that his great
district of Grand Falls has a Fair
allocation from the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs,
$900, 000, Aand for the neighboring
town of Windsor, which may or may
not in the near future be part of
that great city of Grand Falls, he
should be quite happy with the
dollar figures brought down by the
horn. the Minister of Finance.

MR. HEWLETT:
Green Bay 1s delirious.

Green Bay should be delirious.
The member 1is delirious. That
member stood in his place and
sincerely complained and cried
about the 40 kilometers of unpaved
road in the Green Bay District,
and that is not idincluding the
paving up walkways and whatever,
when there are 7,000 kilometers of
unpaved roads in this Province.
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No, Mr. Speaker, it s sad that
the hon. member for .Mocunt Pearl
and the hon. member for Grand BRank
cannot look on this side and see
the positiveness of this neaw,
fresh, real-change government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MURPHY:

Mr . Speaker, without question, in
the few short weeks that this
government has had an opportunity
to present dts programming and
hear from our hon., ministers, we
see a true sense of fairness and
halance.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member For Burin
Placentia West.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear,  haar!

MR. TORIN:
Thank vou very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to
entering into  this debate, 'Ae
just had the member for St. John's
South, the landslide wmember, Mr.
Speaker, get up here and he tried
to justify the hydro deal that
sold this Province down the
drain. He made reference to the
member for Mount Pearl on several
occasions, and his involvement in
the Meech Lake operation, and what
he had to say about 1t and his
work . Let me say to the member
for St. John's South that the
member for Mount Pearl has made &
significant contribution to this
Province aver the past ten to
fifteen vyears that he has been
involued in public 1ife. When the
minister For Mount Pearl was in
here working, Mr. Speaker, making
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these types of decisions, where
was the member for St. John's
South?

I knew that they attacked the
previous leader of the (Liberal
Party, he was stabbed and bled in
public and did all that, bhut I
never thought I would 1ive Jlong
enough to see some one from the
Liberal caucus come in attack him
indirectly, the way the member for
St. John's South did today, when
he talked about the double-barrel
shot. Because 1t was Mr. jarry
who was with Mr. Moores when that
took place. I think the fact that
was as your leader, the fact that
your colleagues, like the Minister
of Social Services and others did
him in, I do not think that vyou
should participate in it.

The Minister of Social Services,
he had the opportunity to answer
one question and had to come back
the next day and apologize.
Confidence, My, Speaker.,
Misleading the House!

MR. EFFORD:
(Inaudible) vyou.

MR. TORBIN;

When it was put to you yesterday
afternoon you came back this
morning and did dit, that 1is what
happened to you, We will deal
with you as time goes by.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the member for
St. John's South stood here and
said that this was a courageous
budget. Yes, Mr. Speaker, indeed
it was a courageous budget. I
think the courageousness of the
budget was poinkted out today in a
letter to The Telegram entitled
'The Liberals and in change.' Faor
the benefit of the Liberals, Mr.
Speaker, they should read this.
It was written by Mr. E. Duke,
MUN student, Single Parent, about
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the Liberals and change,

"™Mr., Wells, let me take you on a
trip down memaory lane For a
moment . Remember the debate that
was held in the Thomson Student
Centre gy just bafore Lhe
election? And remember the
promises you made to the hundreds
of students who attended?. .. You
know, when you promised the freeze
on tuition."

Do you remember that, Mr. Speaker,
the students who were in  the
Thomson Student Cenlre whan Lthe
Praemier was din and promised a
Freaze on tuitiaon. WAk nas
happened Lo the Frecze ar
tuition? A 10 per cent increase.
I have letters down din my file
that I got yesterday From students
asking me to raise the malber in

the House of Assembly ., e
students in this Province are
crying out, they are begging, Mr.
Speakear, for someonea to do

something, . to stop croating a
stumbling block whereby only the
rich in this Province can bhe
educated. We all know the
richness of the Liberal Party. We
all know, Mr, Speaker, the
direction of the Liberal Party.
We have all read and listened and
heard and saw the Thatcherism and
Reaganism, the Conservative
philosophies Lhat have swoept (he
Western World, That is the course
that this Premier has set us on,
Mr. Speaker.

This morning I sat in  on the
estimates for the Department of
Transportation, and I asked a
guestion of the wminister as it
related ta jobs in Newfoundland,
the positions that are vacant
where people ltook early retirement
in transportation depots
throughout this Province. I asked
the minister this morning if he
could assure this House that every
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job in these depots, where the

people look after our roads
prograns and carry out the Winter
maintenance, S No clearing and

whatever else takes place, that
was vacated as a result of the
early retirement program would be
filled. Do you know that the
minister would not nake that
commitment, that all of these
vacant positions would be filled?

Mr. Speaker, I think that is a sad
reflection, and indeed a sad
admission, when the people in this
Province who are depending on the
Departmant of Transportation to
get to work, when the people in
this Province, Mr. Speaker, who
are depending on the Department of
Transportation- For school buses
and all of this - the Minister of
Fducation should be very concerned
about this - that in this Province
today we have a Minister of
Transportation who would refuse to
cay that all of the depots in this
Province would have people there.
Mr . Speaker, the Minister of
Social Services, the apologetic
minister who gets a question,
misleads the House, goes back and
checks with his officials, gets it
straight, comes back after he gets
the dissue straight, Mr. Speaker,
and then, apologizing, sets the
record straight, . maybe he should
have his officials sitting with
him, Mr. Speaker.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Tonight. Tonight.

MR. TOBIN:
I might not be able to make it
tonight.

MR. FUREY:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
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member For St. Barbe,

MR. FUREY:

Mr . Speaker, I know the hon,
member is a real gentleman and an
honourahle gentleman, but when he
says that the wminister misled Lthe
House he dmplies that the minister
deliberately misled the House.
This minister had the courage *to
come 1in and say to the House what
really happened. He din no way
misled the House, He Taild out {he
facts of what did happen, Mr.

Speaker, and he LS to ha
comnended . I know that the hon.

member really wants to applaud him
rather than attack him.

MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, to that point of
order, there clearly dis no point
of arder. It is a polnk  ofF
foolishness by the Minister of
Development. Obviously he lhas
decided to take up where his
colleague has left of f now that he
has left the House. But +4if Your
Honour reads Beauchesne he will
clearly see that nothing the hon.
member saild about the oalther hon.
member over there i
unparliamentary at all. In fact,
you can use the word 'mislead' if
you wish, and that was all the
hon. member said. There was
nothing wrong with that. In fact
I used it the other day and the
Speaker did not admonish me. S0 I
think it is just an attempt hy the
Minister of Development to
interrupt the fine speech being
given by the member For Burin -
Placentia West while he was Jjust
starting to get in full flight. I
urge Your Honour to reprimand the
Minister of Development and <it
him down and tell him to stop
interrupting and stop rising on
these foolish points of order.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!
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There is no point of order.

The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of
the Minister of Development I will
repeat 1t again. Yesterday in
this House there was a question
asked of the Minister of Social
Services, and it was pointed out
to him at that time by myself that
his answer was not right, that his
answer was not true, This wmorning
he came bhack, after going and
checking with his officials and
after they had given him  the
fackts. When the iminister 1s not
competent enough to answer the
questions, he should realize that
he should take it under
advuisement, go back and check with
his officials and then giuve the
answer the next day, not make
statements 1like he made yesterday
that were wrong. The answer he
gave, Mr. Speaker, was wrong, and
the minister had to come back here
today and admit that he was
wrong. fhe last time there was a
guestion asked of the Minister of
Social Services by the member for
Port au Port he had to take it
under advisement.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Oh, no!

MR. TOBIN:

Oh, vyes. And I am not sure, Mr.
Speaker, that that has been
answered yet,

So what we have is a minister who
takes it wunder advisement one day
and the next time he 1s asked a
question he gives you an answer
that is not true. Now, 1t 1s time
for the Minister of Social
Services to familiarization with
his department and to get on and
do what needs Eto be done 1in the
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Department of Social Services.

We have a budget in the Department
of Social Services, In Youth
Corrections, the Department of
Social Services has a budget ULhis
year approved, total services in
Youth Corrections, Mr. Speaker, of

$10,368,700. That 1s up From the
$8,771,900 that was approved Jast
yaear, Rut included din that is

$4,850,000 for the
Whitbourne Boys' School that I
announced, that this govermnent
approved,and before I left Public
Works had called tenders For.
That 1is the $4.8 million that is
there. But the point I want Lo
make, Mr. Speaker, 1s lLhat when
you look at what was approved last
year in Youth Sarvices, Lhe
increase this year, and subslract
the $4.8 million, you will see an
actual reduction in the budget for
Youth Corrections in Lhis
Province. That d1s the minisler
who  went  around condemning he
Remand Centre and the Boys' Home,
that 1s now 1in the School For the
Deaf . Let me ask the minister, as
well, what his plans are For olther
closed custody and open custody
facilities. Let e talk to Lhe
minister about the child welfare
budget.

capital of

SOME HON. MEMRBRERS:
Do you wnat answers?

MR. TORIN:

We will have the opportunity. Do
not worry! We will haue the
opportunity, Mr. Speaker. I just
received a note here from my
sidekick, and there 1is no doubt
about it there dis an awful lot of
truth in that note. I will deal
with that as we go through.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Communique.

MR. TOBIN:
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That is what we have, Mr .
Speaker. He 1is now going to dgo

out and beat the poor of this
Province to death to try to get
$8 million back From them, $8
million in over- payments ;
overpayments, some of which go
back to the sixties, and some of
those still on the records are
owed by deceased people.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Deceased people?

MR. TORBRIN:

Yes ., Daeceased people and still on
the records. M. Speaker, who is
he goirng to get to collect this
money? Who is he going to get to
go out and collect this money? Is
he going to ask the social
workers, a group of individuals
who went Lo university for filve
yaars and got a RS, became
counsellors, and all that, dis he
now going to make them collection
agencies? Is that what he is
coming -. to, Mr . Speakar? M.
Speaker, he is getting counselling
from the wmember for Stephenville,
the only member of the previous
administration not to bhe included
in the Cabinet, and now he is
going to give advice.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Do not bring that up now.

MR. TOBIN:
No, hear me through. I honestly
believe that the member should be

in Cabinet. I think he is
competent and capable and I think
he should have heaen in the
Cabinet. Had he not refused to
let the Premier run in

Stephenuville, when the Premier
wanted to run in Stephenville when
he was then the leader of the
Opposition, he probably would be
in Cabinet. Aand the old Conflict
of Interest himself, the member
for Windsor - Buchans, he would
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not be here. I am sure he would.
not be here because he would not
have been re-elected. I think the
member fFor Stephenville should
have been in the Cabinet and it is
nice to see him giving advice to &
minister, who has to apologlize 1in
this House the day after he gives
an answer.

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the
minister that the honourable thing
for him to do is to sit down with
his colleaque, the President of
Treasury Board, and ask to have
that type of money ‘writlen off

hecause the people of Lhis
Province, Lhe sick and the
suffering, cannot afford Lo pay
it Some of it has been there

twenty--five or thirty years, and
they should not be expected bo pay
it. The President of  Treasury
Board should ask Lo have it
written off. B say to Lhe
minister that there 1s nobody in
the Department of Social Services
who can say I went along wikh
collecting that money.

MR. EFFORD:
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

I was waiting for you to say thatb.
MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member just
stood in his place, the member for
Burin - Placentia West, and made a
statement that he did not dnstruct
his people. I will table this,
Mr. Speaker. This d4s a document
that he has tabled. It says, 'A
clerical staff of the Division of
the Social Accaunts Division

should be assigned to c¢lear up
balances of the accounts
receivable. This would involue

increased collaection efforts,
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determination of accounts eligible
for write-off and. preparation of
the necessary documentation of the
write-off,' given to him by the
Deputy Minister while he Wa s
minister, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

There 1s no point of order.

MR. TOBIN:
Let me say to the minister, Mr,
Speaker, that that is exackly what
is happening today. You are
taking the recommendations of that
report which said go out and get
the money.

That was tabled,.

MR- TOBIN:

Sure, Lhe report was tabled.
There was a group hired to do the
report, but you are the Minister
of Social Services, vyou are the
one who makes the decision. Do
not slough it off on nobody else,
no committee. Go to the President
of Treasury Board and have it
struck, Mr. Speaker. e Minister
is beating up on the poor of this
Province, I can tell you
something else, Mr. Speaker, that
I doubt wvery much 1if the social
workers in this Province will
accept the dinstructions to go out
and bang on doors and start
collecting money from people -

MR. EFFORD:
You tabled it!

MR. TOBIN:
Table what you like -

- people who now cannot afford to
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pay.

He never tabled anything For me,
Mr. Speaker. The wmember did not
realize that here Wwe  are not
dealing with stoves, We are
dealing with a broader i1ssue, Mr.
Speaker, We are not dealing with
stoves. We are dealing with the
livelihood of individuals, Mr .
Speaker, that 1is what we are
dealing with here.

And the Minister should not he
beating up  upon the poor, he
should not be  asking social
workers to go out and knock on

doors and collect money. That 1w
wirong, Mr | Speaker, aind e

Minister should not bhe doing it.

Now let the Minister tell wus why
he has cut bthe Dbudget in Child

Welfare this year. We all know
about ik, and the Minister of
Education should be concerned
about this as well. The budget

for Child Welfare this vyear has
not been dincreased. We all kriow
what is going on in this Province,
we all know there are people out
there crying for counselling
because of the abuse and other
things that have taken place, and
that Minister sits down there, Mr.
Speaker, with the Child Welfare
budget that lact yoanr wWas
$4,294,000 and Lhis yeanr 1w
$4,271,000 that 1s what that
booklet says, Mr. Speaker - that
is where they are coming Ffram.
There dis the Minister who was
going to do everything: He has
cut the budget 1in Child Welfare,
cut the budget For Youth
Correctiaons, that is the
commitment that he got to thase
people who need the services of
the Department of Social
Services, No wonder, Mr. Specaker,
that his incompetenca in that
department was loud and clear when
he had to apologize in this House
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today for not knowing how to
answer a question. He did not
know the difference between the
Remand Center and the Boys' Home,
that 1is why he had to ask the
question. Let me ask the Minister
as well, as it relates to moving
the Remand Center down here, what
changes have heen made to
facilitate that? I know the
expert advice, Mr. Speaker. What
is getting on with the hon.
gentleman? There 1s such a thing
as rules and regulations here. I
have bean recognized, I have the
floor, the Speaker decides, not
you . Today you had to get up and

apologize for what you said
yesterday. Imagine 1if you were
Speaker! He does not even know

the rule¢ of the House, let alone
the rules of his department, and
he has been here for four years.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me ask the
Minister +to answer this sometime.
Has the fire escape locks on that
old school been changed? Because
it 1is only a wmatter, Mr. Speaker
of the right person bumping them,
forcing them open and then they
are gone. Let me ask the Minister
if he has spent the appropriate
money -

A point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, I realize the hon.
member is doing the best job he is
capable of, and that 1is not so
good. He keeps saying, 'Let me
ask the minister; and when he asks
me a question I feel that I should
answer it, and then when I stand
up he tells me to sit down. So I
ask the hon. gentleman will he
make up his mind? He 1is edither
asking me a question or he is
not. I will answer every question
that is put to me, but, please, if
you do not want me to answer, do
not say, 'Let me ask the minister
a question.'
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To the point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

There is no point of order. e
hon. member +is asking the minlsler
questions that could be answered
at some other time. So there 1is
no point of order.

The hon. the wmember For Burin
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, to be fFfailr to the
hon. gentleman we do not  expech
him to  krnow everything we are
saying, and we Can unders Land
that. I HJust gobt a nobe that
described the hon . gentleaeman
pretty good, 'You would think that
the hon. minister dis sitlbing on a
hot stove Ghe way he jumps up wand
down. '

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not know
who wrote 1t, but 1t is fairly
appropriate. There are a lot of
other issues and we will have a
chance to -

MR. MATTHEWS:
One of his colleagues sent that
over, did he not?

MR. TORIN:
We will get into that at the
appropriate time, Mr. Speaker.

What about the special child
welfare allowance? What happened

to the special child welfFare
allowance this year for service to

the mentally handicapped? And
now, we will ask you another one.
There 1is another one that has to
be asked and answered at the
appropriate time, Mr. Speaker, and
that is the reduction in money to
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various groups 1in this Province

For the Lraining of mentally
handicapped people. I will just
give you an example. I
understand, I have to check it
further, but it is my

understanding at this point in
time that the provincial budget
this year for that program was cut
back to $200,000. Now just let me
give you an example, Mr. Speaker.
Last year alone the one on the
Burin Peninsula, the Marystown
Board, spent $180, 000, faor
training of handicapped people.

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is where it
is all coming from. I am sure I
have another whole list of stuff,
Mr. Speaker, that was supposed ta
be included din this year's budget
for the Department of Social
Services. We will deal with a lot
of this stuff after.

MR. EFFORD:
Will you be here tonight?

MR. TOBIN:

I am not sure 1f I will be here
tonight, hut I can tell you ane
thing, there will be lots of time,
there will be time beyond tonight
to deal with your estimates, I can
assure you of that, because any
man who sat by as minister and saw
his colleagueas slash that
department the way it was slashed
this yaar, Mr . Speaker, there
shall be lots of time to deal with
it, and to 1look at the entire
budget of the Department of Social
Services.

Mr. Speaker, when vyou look at this
budget, a lot of the funding is
cost shared 50-50 by the federal
and provincial governments. Last
year the govermnent that I was a
part of approved a budget of
$121,593,800, that was 1988-1989,
This year, Mr. Speaker, 1t has
gone to $125,752, 000, which is
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less than a $4 million dncrease,
but at the same tlne there 1s one
expenditure which we: approved
included in this vyear's bhudget,
for the Whitbourne Home M,
Speaker, of  $4,850,00, So  whan
you exclude that there is an
actual decrease in the budget for

the Department of Social
Services. There Ls included in
that a 4 per cent dncrease for
people on social assistance.
There is included in it, Mr,
Speaker, I suspect a salary
increase for the employees. So
let the records show thakt Ehis
minister has brought in a reduced
budget For the Department ol
Social Services. That 1s lerrible

and he should e ashamed of

himself

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
He 1s proud of hinself,

MR. TOBIN:

I would say he 1is proud of it, Mr,
Speaker. We will gelt back to thal
in a few minutes.

There are some other issues that I
want to address and that ds the
hon. Minister of Employment - or
Unemployment and Layoffs, My,
Speaker. That Private Seclbor
Program, I cannot, and I do not
think anyone else carnm go bto their
districts for & weekend, or
anywhere, including the member for
Port de Grave, without running
into somebody who brings up the
cancellation of that program.

Mr. Speaker, I was into a business
in Marystown Saturday and the
manager of that business came +to

me and he said, 'There would be
Lhree people working in this
business right naow if the
governmnent had not cancelled that
private sector program. And he

just came from the mail and he
showed me a stack of letters he
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had from people who were trying to
get: jobs, and he would have had
three people working if 1t was not
for the callous attitude of that
government. 01ld Stove Pipe 1is hot
again, he is soon going to puff.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He ds going +to backfire in a
minute,

MR. TOBIN:
He will backfire 1in a minute. The
Old Stove Pipe is going (W}
backfire.

and you would not know but he
never got on like that over here.

MR. TOBIN:
That is right.

How can this governmnent not
approve projects that were going
to affect employment in this

Province?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Three thousand jobs.

MR, TOBRIN:

Three thousand jobs. And how many
were rejected last year ofall the
ones who applied?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Of all those that were pulb up none
were rejected of those recommended.

MR. TOBIN:
None were rejected of those
recommended, only one or two?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Two .

MR. TOBIN:

Two . There were two rejected.
One of them I am sure the Minister
of Social Services d1s familiar
with. There was only one that was
rejected. My time 4s going hy.
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Will you give mme leave?

My friend For Placentia (Mr,
Hogan), Mr. Speaker, said yes, no
problem. I agree, Mr. Speaker.

MR. HOGAN:
No leave!

MR. TORIN:

And I tell you something. If the
member for Placentia stands up in
this House and says that you can
have leave, I would advise the
members opposite to give me leave.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look at
some olher dssues. Let us look at
the gas tax, M. Speaker, tihe
increase in gas tax, Mr, Speaker.
If a person on Social Assistance
today has a car and ari
overpayment, they have to pay to
get the car registered, then {they
have to pay more money to buy gas,
and then they have to turn around
and accept a 4 per cent increase
and pay 5 per cent towards their
overpayment. Now 1f that 1is not
socking it to the poor like i has
never heen socked to the poor
bhefore in this Province, I do not
know what it 1s, Mr. Speaker. [t
is almost driving the people 1in
Social Assistance.

I remember back in the early
19705, back 1in the old Liberal
days, Mr. Speaker, if you were on
Social Assistance you had to take
the license plate off your car,
bring it in é&and give ikt to the
social worker and put away your
car For Lthe period you were on
Social Assistance. That was in
the lLiberal days, Mr . Speaker.
Bring in your plate, park you
car. That is true. Bring in your
car, park your car and as long as

No. 16 R8 44



you were on Social Assistance you
could not drive, That was on the
go until +this government changed
it in the early 1970s, by the way.

And, Mr. Speaker, what do we have
today for the poor of this
Province? Give them 4 per cent
increase, take 5 per cent off for
overpayment, tax them to the limit
on gasoline, tax them to the limit
on their registration for their
cars. So what ds  happening in
essence, Mr. Speaker, 1is that the
poor of this Province are not
permitted to drive their car
again. That ds what ds happening
in a different way, bult that is
what is happening in this Province.

The message that came from the
member For Placentia I will not
say publicly, Mr. Speaker, but I
can assure you he would know that
he has a record and an
established, Mr . Speaker,
reputation to know if that 1s true.

Mr. Speaker, let me say on a more
serious note, when it relates to
the work force of the Marystown

Shipyard, I questioned the
Minister of Development on it
today, and I appreciated the
openness, the frankness and the
honesty aof the Minister of
Development . He was fair to me in

his answers.

MR. BAKER:
He is always fair.

MR. TOBIN:

Yes, he is a 9good minister, and so
are you, by the way, a good
minister.

MR. SIMMS:
Stop exaggerating now,

MR. TOBIN:
That 1is exactly how I feel ahout
it and I do not mind saying it.
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Mr. Speaker, when I went home last
weaekend and knew that Friends of
mine, people that vou probably
know too, people like John
Hanrahan, George Steward, Jdm
Kelly and all these who have gone
to Toronto, and people like Henry
Brenton and these who have gone
of f to New Brunswick - talk about
outimigration, Mr. Speaker! - who
have worked din the shipyvard for
ten years - I am sure bthe member
for Bonavista South would know
solne of the people I just
mentioned - had to pack up and
leave behind their famililes and
the new homes they have huill over
the last couple of vyears, all
because this govermnent would nol
approve  or cancellad Uthe sacond
ferry for Bell Tsland, then I ask
myself, where 1is the Fairnoss and
balance, when these people have Lo
leave and go. Wheroe is Lhe
Fairness and balance?

This is a very serious situation,
when a government that went around

this Province, prior to Lhe
election, and talked about
out-migration - when I went home

last weekend and I talked to one
of my friends who said, ‘'Two more
left, gone to froronto. (ay
cannot stay home, they have new
homes built, they cannot lie
around, and they cannolt wait for
this government,' this 1s why I
asked and 1 begged this government
today to do something to ensure
that that shrimp trawler dis built
in  Marystown. IL is absolutely
necessary for the livelihood of
the employees., It is absolutely

necessary for the economic
conditions to be maintained as
they have bheen. So I bheg Lthis
government, on hehalf of the
people of Burin - Placentia West

and the Burin Peninsula, Grand
Rank and Fortune Hermitage
included, 4if they would have this
vuessel constructed at Lhe
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Marystown Shipyard.

When I say that, Mr. Speaker, it
reminds me of a little story. We
talked a few wminutes ago about
what 1t used to he 1like to get
social assistance years ago, when
we had a district wmanager, who was
my boss for a good many years -
Fine man! Great gentleman! - who
used to have to send telegrams to
St. John's. There were no
telephones then. He used to have
to send telegrams to St. John's to
know if he could get approval for
whatever he had Lo get approved
then. The district wmanager could
nokt approve anything then. In
those Liberal Government days 1t
was usually the minister and the

deputy minister who approved
things.
So he sent in  telegram aflker

telegram to try to get it approved
and he always got one back and one
back. So he finally sent in a
telegram and he was begging. The
last telegram he sent me and it
said, 'With reference to the topic
being discussed, if you want me on
my knees consider me in  that

position,' and he got it
approved. You would have to go

down and basically pray, Mr .
Speaker, to have it approved.

MR. SIMMS.:
Under the Liberals?

MR. TOBIN:

Under the Liberals, oh yes. So if
they want me now to pray, to get
down on my knees to them and pray
to have the shrimp ferry
constructed at Marystown, well
then I shall try wmy hand at that,
Mr. Speaker. But it ds dmportant
and I think the President of
Treasury Board realizes the
importance of it, and I think the
Minister of Development does.
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So I will ask all of you, when you
collectively make that decision,
that you make the decision in the
best interests of the employees of
the Marystown Shipyard. That s

very important., I am sure the
Minister of Employment, M.

Speaker, will be there bto make
sure that there are jobs here for
the Marystown Shipyard. I am sure
that she is going to do everything
she can to make sure that that
shrimp trawler is built in
Marystown Lo craeate jobs. [
believe sche will. She only laid
of f half a dozen so fFfar and <he
was forced to do that. She will
get around to creating jobs, Mr.
Speaker.

I sincerely hope that the Premier
will, as well, sce Fit because of
the urgency. I ask bthe Premier as
well, Mr. Speaker, Lo ensure Lhat
that shrimp trawler dis built dn

Marystown. s I sald to Lha
Minister of Development - he was
not here, Mr . Speaker - L
appreciated his honesty and
openness today on that discussion
when I asked him a question. H e

is comnitted to the Marysbtown
Shipyard and I hope his colleagues
have Lthe same btype of comnitment.
That is where we are going to come
from.

My . Speakear, there are other
issues I wanlt ko address., The tax
on children's clothing, that

unfair tax, that tax, Mr. Speaker,
if there was a similar tax form
for men, Mr. Speaker, can  you

imagine what the member For
Placentia and I would pay compared
to the membher for St. Mary's - The

Capes?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:
Now, Mr. Speaker, that would be an
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unfair tax. There dis an unfair
tax being placed on the children
of this Province, extremely
unfair, and it should not he

tolerated. Government should
reverse that decision. Government

should reverse that decision and
the Minister of Finance should
wake up. The Minister of Finance
should come in this House, somne
day when he d4s not having a nap.
I think he sat around that Cabhinet
table, too, when that decision was
baing made, having a nap, because
that dis an unfair tax it dis not
fair to the children of this
Province. It is wrong, Mr .
Speaker, and no government, no
minister should bhe too big to
acknowladge uhen something ig
wrong and make the necessary
changes .

I ask the Minister of Finance, Mr,
Speaker, if he would look at
changing that. The minister should
really reverse that decision. I
am not sure how much. money he
would save by dit, but what is din
the budget, that $5 million
surplus, would deal with it.

Mr. Speaker, now that the Minister
of Employment is back.

MR. SPEAKER:
I remind the hon. member that his
time has elapsed.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. .Speaker, I +thought that was
the message that the hon. member
was sending me.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Stephenville,

member for

MR. K. AYLWARD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
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It dis a great pleasure to rise
today to speak on Lthe budget.
After listening to what I Jjust
heard, I think whatever [
contribute to the debate will be
at least equal, Mr. Speaker, to
the contribution made by the
previous member.

llett me say that, Mr., Speaker, it
is a pleasure to he on the
government side of the House. [t
is a great pleasure to be over
here on this side. You see, some
of us were in the former House of
Assembly, when a number of members
opposite, who presently OCCupy
their sealts, were Lhe govermnent
of the day. Some people do nol
remember, but the treatment giluaen
members of the Opposition hy some

of those former ministers, as some
of us on this side know, was naol
the friendliest. Some  of  then
were nice, but others, M,

Speaker, with their big offices,
big bhathrooms, and big whatevers,
and the big tips and Lthe big
limousines and the big vou name
i1t, Mr. Speaker, expense accounts
flying out of your ears,
travelling the woerld like therec
was no tomorrow -

SOME. HON. MEMBERS:
Name themin. Name them,

MR. K. AYLWARD:

I do not need to name them,. It
was 1in The Sunday Express. e
thing 1s, they were at that For a
Jong time but the people of the
Province decided that they had Lo
have some rational thought back in
government, good, credible ideas.

I listened to the member fFor Rurin
- Placentia West, who used Lo be
the Minister of Social Services,
and I must tell him of a recent
visit made by the new Minister of
Social Services to the Bay §t.
George area about ten days ago,
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when the~ reaction by social
workers alfter the meeting was
something of amazement. A number
of them said they had never seen
anything like dit in fifteen or
twenty years, that this minister
would come din and sit down and
interact with them and take their
ideas, and to also have an
open-door policy where they can
call the minister at any time to
discuss any ideas they wmay have.
Not only that, Mr. Speaker, when
he was finished talking about some
of the ideas he was going to hring
in, or this administration is
going to bring in, they applauded
him and said these measures should
have been taken ten years ago.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:
That was their reaction.

Mr . Speaker, this Minislker of
Social Services got good reaction
wherever he went in Ray 5t.
George. Of course, in Bay St.
George two out of the three seats
are Liberal, and that would help
the cause, mind you. Rut, still,
the minister is very competent in
what he does and I am sure that
will be shown by the people of the
Province,

Mr. Speaker, I think we have a
case of culture shock on the other

side. You see, they are over
there when they did not expect to
be there. That is the real

problem. I know for a fact that
some of the people who had been on
this side had never seen our
former offices. When they walked
into those  offices that we
occupied for such a long time, I
will tell you there were a lot of
shocked faces.

But, I say to them, Mr. Speaker,
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this government 1s going to make
sure that every member 1is treated
equally and will be provided with
good services to do their jobs.

That is the way it should be in
1989; it dis not 1949 or 1969, or
whatever. We are a government
that s going to  treat people
equally, and it 1s good to see an
administration din place that 1s
finally going to do that.

For the last number of years that
has heen a problem, and I am glad
the people of the Province
recognized the fact. Just look at
what they left wus, Mr. Speaker.
They are talking about Funding
this and Ffunding that. Pension
fund liability, $1.5 hillion.
Thank vyou, Former government For
leaving uws Lthat. Now we have Lo
figure out what we are going to do
with 4t, and we are going to try
to resolve the problem.

The unemployment rate we were leflt
with, Mr. Speaker, 1s¢ Lthe highest
in Canada, probably the highest in
North America; 1in swme regions of
the Province, definitely the
highest in North America. We
thank them for that and we will
try to resolve it.

Workers' Compensation, Mr,
Speaker, a problem I had to deal
with on many occasions during iy
four years in QOpposition. We
attempted many times to resolve
that problem, and we are
definitely going to try to do it
now. We took some measures Lo
resolve those problems and we are
going to keep working on them.
Rut we were left with nany
problemns in the Workers'
Compensation sysbkem, which we are
going to try to deal with.

Hibernia, Mr. Speaker. We thank
them for that. Where does it
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stand? We do not know, but we are
going to try and get it here; we
will be working on that. And we
are going to tell the people of
the Province what we are doing, we
are going to tell them how far
along we are, and we will tell
them what we can tell them. They
need to be told what is happening,
not what wight be happening or
what they might want ko hear,
especially for political
puUrposes ., S0 we are going to deal
with the people of the Province
who put us here in a forthright

manner, give them proper
information, and so on, on the
numbers of things we will do.

Mr. Speaker, the Hydro talks are
the same way. The member for $St.
John's south gave an excellent
speach just a little while ago
where he talked about the hydro
deal and the background and so on,
and the benefits that came to this
Province over twenty vyears ago,
and he put it in perspective very
well, And a number of us in this
House appreciated his comments .
But, as you can see, Mr. Speaker,
we were Jleft with quite a legacy,
and we have to deal with that
legacy. And this govermment, I am
very confident, with its competent
people, 1is going to do that very
wall. I must say, Mr. Speaker,
that I think we should commend our
government on a good job done ouver
the last seven or eight weeks,
since we got here. And while we
are trying to check all these
problems, I +think we should give
ourselves a round of applause and
a thump on the desk here.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:
Self-praise is better than none.

MR. SIMMS:
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That is the way to get in Cabinet,
bhelieve me.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr . Speaker, self--praise equals
thirty-one seats compared Lo
twenty-one, I will take
self-praise any day of the week.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYILWARD:

We have competent people over here
who are going to resolue problems
and deal with the people of the
Province, My, Speaker, e are
going to have problems as we face
these problems, and we are going
to try and resolve them. And  we
will do that, there is no doubt in
my mind. I must say, Mr. Speaker,
there 1s a sense of optimizm ouaer
here and a sense of optimism in
the Province. Many people have
comnended the Premier and Lhis
government on Lhe new  Economic
Recovery Commission that has been
instituted, a wvery good mova. As
a matter of fact, over on the West
Coast many people are praising it
and saying it ds the way Lo go,
and around the province [ am sure
they are doing the same thing. 1
think what we see on the other
side 1s envy, Mr. Speaker, because
they never thought about it
first. We decided what we wore
going ‘Lo do and we are going Lo
put these ddeas in place and try
to resolve the probleins. There is
a bit of envy, but that dis all you
can do, Mr . Speaker, [tk is
unhderstandable, They never
thought they would be cver Cthere.
But they are over there, and that
is all you can do.

We will accept suggestions, Mr,
Speaker, from members opposilkte at
any time for the economic recovery

of the Province or any other
issue, The only problem is we
No. 16 R&AD



might not take every step they
want us to take, because some of
the steps they took previously did
not exactly work.

My . Speaker, We intend doing
things as best we can. We will
make mistakes along the way,

granted, but the dnitiative ds
here and the energy of our members
is excellent.

I think many people have said that
this government caucus 1is probably
one of the best they have seen 1in
many years. I think we are going
to see some positive changes over
the coming weeks and coming years,
as we are the new administration
for a long time to come.

Mr . Speaker, for a young man from
Stephenville who has been 1in this
horn. HWouse four years now, 1t is a
great pleasure to hold up this red
budget document, 1989, and see
this nice red Liberal wave which
has swept the Province now sitting
in the House of Assembly. It is a
very thick document, I might add,
with a lot of good ddeas, a lot
more ideas than the previous
administration's budget speeches
or, For that matter, any other
document they put forward when it
came to good ideas.

Mr . Speaker, when we were in
Opposition a number of us used to
give them constructive criticism,
very constructive criticism, as a
matter of fact. We expect the
same from the other side and I
hope we will get it. If you have
a good Opposition, Mr. Speaker,
you will have a good government,
and if we have a good government
the people of the Province will be
the heneficiaries of that. So I
encourage members opposite to be a
good Opposition. But, M.
Speaker, we will have to sit and
wait to see what happens, because,
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thus far, we have not seen a whole
lot but I am sure it will come.

Mr. Speaker, I want to also say
that I thank the people of
Stephenville for returning me to
this humble ahode here, this
wonderful place, this House of
Assembly, which I think dis the
best institution you can aspire
to. Politics, in Newfoundland
especially, 1is something that ‘is
in the bhlood of a lot of people.
I want to <say to the people of
Stephenville that for their Ffaith
in me I will try to do a good job.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, Lhe great district of
Stephenville has come a long way.
I must say things are starting to
pick up. Only recently we saw Alr
Canada Jleave, but now we have a
new airline coming in, First Adr,
as was announced yesterday.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
The joint resolution was one of
the main reasons.

MR. K. AYLWARD:
This joint resolution was one of
the things.

We have a 727 Jjet service, Mr.
Speaker, that will be starting in
Stephenville sometime within the
next couple of mnonths. I want to
give credit to the comnunity
committee +that was struck in the
Stephenville and Bay St. George
areas which came to our aid when
this proposed disaster of Al
Canada leaving was announced.

The people of that area, like the
people of Newfoundland and
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Labrador, Mr. Speaker, decided to
get together, put their enerqgies
to work, and put a plan of action
together. I must say it is
excellent for those people and for
all of us in this Province to see,
when hard work is put into
something, that there i1s a reward,
that you can achieve something as
a group. So I commend the people
of that committee and the people
of the Stephenville area for their
hard work and their good faith.
The battle 1is not over. We have
to keep lobbying like we aluays
do, but again it is good to see
some good news coming through
after Air Canada blatantly pulled
out of Gander and Stephenville
without even any notification or
anything else. It is good to see
that we have a positive
announcement on that,

I have been dinvolved with that
committee, as Lthe member for Port
au Port has heen, He has
contributed a great deal Lo 1it, as
did +the former member far St.
George's, who was also involued

with that, So there was dood,
non-partisan effort put inko
this. We are going to continue

those good efforts, Mr. Speaker,
over the coming months.

Also in Stephenville, Mr. Speaker,
there are a number of things that
I just want to touch on. The
Stephenville Festival will be
starting its eleventh year within
the next couple of weeks, and this
government, and members opposite,
as a matter of fact, support the
Stephenville Festival, That is
much appreciated. I am extending
an invitation to all members of
this House to come to the opening
night on July 15th. We are going
to be bringing out ministers and
many members and so on, and we are
going to be starting off the
festival in fine fashion. It is a
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great tourist attraction which has
been buillt up over the years, and
we are going to continue to build
that with this government and our

Minister of Development, our
Minister of Tourism, and our
Minister of Municipal and

Provincial Affairs.

Mr. Speaker, Lthe wealth of talent
on this side is just
unbelievable, I said in iny maiden
speach, Mr . Speaker, "unreal'.
Well, I have to say it again. Fhe
talent over here is unreal. It ds
just unreal, Mr. Speaker. We have
a good government. We are goling
to be putting forward lots of good
ideas, and we are gouing Lo see a
lot of good things coming.

I heard the member For Mount Poarl
talking about Meech Lake and our
stand on Meech Lake and how Lthat
is going to affect our hydro talks
wikth Quebec. Well, Mr., Speaker, [
have to tell you, if we are going
to be frightened off because we
are taking a stand For this
Province and the future of this
Province, then, I think, we have
to decide where we are going in
the future. The Meech Lake
Accord, M, Speaker, wikth this
distinct society clause amongst
others, needs to be re-evaluated,
and I think that ds the general

consensus of  nost Canadians in
Canada today . We , as a
government, have to look at
Newfoundland's role in
Confederation 1in the future. I
think, myself, the Meech Lake

Accord 1s a disaster recipe, and I
think we are going to see things
happen in the future that will
break down this great country 4f
we let it go ahead.

I think the consensus is building
that Meech Lake should bhe reviewed
and be re-—-evaluated. The nember
for Mount Pearl talks about all
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these negotiations that went on,

all these great talks and
everything else, about Hydro. I
used to be in Stephenville,

sitting in my House watching the
news , and I used to see the
minister come on and say, 'We are
that close. We are almost there.

Just ancother month to go.' But
they were $0 far away, Mr .

Speaker, I do not even know if
they were even in the same room in
the last six months. Even if they
were, the expectation put Lo
people was politically motivated
so that these people, woulkd say,
Oh, here they come!l Here come the

Tories. They are going Lo ¢gab
this agreement now. And we are
all supposed to be scared to dealh
and everything else. It is

unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, for the
membar for Mount Pearl to get up
and say because of our stand on
Meech lLake we are not going to be
able to neqotiate a hydro deal. [
think that ds just bheing purely
political and 1s not looking at
the reality of what we are going
to he dealing with. The Meech
Lake Accord is a separate dssue.
We took a stand on that here in

this House of Assembly. As &
matter of fact, Lhe presant

Minister of Development, when we
were 1in Opposition, put forward an
amendment for a distinct society
clause which wou ld have s@arn
Newfoundland being looked upon as
a distinct society along with all
the other provinces, which would
have made every province equal,
Mr . Speaker. The members
opposite, who were at the time the
governmant, voted against that;
they wvoted against Newfoundland
being a distinct society within
Confederatiaon. We know where thay
are and we know where they are
going, Mr. Speaker. I will tell
you I am glad I am over here.

We have a lot of work to do: We
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have the Meech Lake Accord to deal
with, we have hydro talks to deal
with, we have mining, and we have
educational i1ssues to deal with.
We have educational dssues which
are important in this Province.
There are labour dssues we have
been left with to deal with.

In education we have SEEN an
increase in the budget for school

construction this year, an
excellent dncrease, welcomed Iy
many people. We have seen a
teacher aid program, which has
been needed For many years. e
are finally seeing something come
together with that. I received

some pleasant phone calls, M.
Speaker, about the need for it and
people really appreciate the fact
that this govermnent was able Gto
make a move as quickly as  Lhaey
did. You krnow, Mr. Speaker, that
brings me to a point: What I an
Finding is that people are amasod
and they are asking me, how were
you able to wmake some of those
moves <so fast? I mean, you are
correcting problems that have been
there for so long.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

We just got here. We are trying

Lo make somne changes. We  are
going to change as much as we
can. I know we are good and all
that, but you can only do so much
wikth so much tiine. Rut, it is

starting to happen, Mr. Speaker.

A lot of business people out there
are saying this government and
this Prouvince are mouing, but we
have Lo be given a little bit of
time, just a little bit of time,.
Maybe by next year we will have
unemployment down a little
farther. and social assistance
recipients in this Province will
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be treated better; they will have
more money in their pockets.
Educational dssues will be dealt
with and we will be working
towards new themes for the 1990s.
The same with labour relations and
development and attracting
business. The same with the
environment and the fisheries,
aspecially. We havae a very
confident minister here now, and a
new administration that 1is going

to deal with those issues,
especially the fisheries dssue,

M, Speaker, and offshore
control. We are proposing a

Canada/Newfoundland offshore
fisheries board which would see
joint management of +the resource
and joint consultation ta deal
with the problems, an didea put
forward by the Premier. I think
it ds an excellent one, which
should be accepted by the federal

government . I think 4t ds time,
Mr, Speaker, that these things
were recognized., These are good

initiatives, but I must say I have
to give a good deal of praise to
the Minister of Finance.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

Courage, conviction, and all of
those adjectives I do not think do
justice bto the gentleman. [F I
had to face the books he had to,
Mr. Speaker, unfunded liabilities,
$1.5 billion, and deficits in this
account, and deficit in that
account, I do not know, Mr .
Speaker, but I think it would he a
hard to deal with. But he had
done a commendable job in the very
short time he has been there, a
very commandable job. I look
forward to the future, Mr .
Speaker. We have a gentlemnan as
Minister of Finance who is taking
his job very seriously and is
going to ensure that the finances
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of the Province are moved towards.
a level where the financiers of

the world can look at Newfoundland

and l.abrador and say, That

Province has dts acl together.

And I think aur Minislker of
Finance dis well on the road Lo

putting this Province on the road

to recovery.

Mr. Speaker, I must say also this,
that the people who have been
appointed to the Economic Recovery
Commission are excellent. I think
they have some great iddeas. The
Advisory Board which has been put
forward, with Mr. Harold Lundrigan

as Chairman, 1t 1is excellent. I
think it 1s going to come up with

some good ideas; the business
community working together +1in ar
non-political, non-—-partisan
fashion to see 1f we can resolue
our problems.

That didea we camne up wilkh was such
a good ddea, 1t ds really burning
people on the olkher side. I think
that is what it is. But that s
okay, because we have a lolk more
good ddeas to come. But we will
give c¢redit where credilb is due,
and 1if they are thrown from Lhe
other side, T have no problen with
that. We will take it and we will
see what we can do it it. We have

some good ideas. These are just a
Faw, I can speak for throee hours
on the budget, Mr . Speaker,

because there are so many Lhings
we are trying to fix. We will be
the first to admit that we are not
going to fix them all, We have
already admitted 1k, fs a matter
of fact, +the Premier has being
asked questions by the Leader of
the Opposition and he gelte up and
says, We are trying Lo +Fix them,
But he still keeps asking us, can

you do it today? Give us a
chance. We are going to do it,
but it is a long road, Mr .

Speaker. And we are going to make
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sure that we work hard, and the
people of the Province will bhave
great respect for this government

when their concerns are put
forward and they are addressed in
a straightforward fashion. I have
a great deal of confidence in this
administration. I am sure, Mr,

Speaker, that the
have is out there also, and in the
next election the popular vote for
the Liberal Party is going to go
right through the ceiling.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

I remember Lhe former Premier used
to get up and talk about how we
were going to get wiped out in the
next election. We were not going
to have a chance; he said they
would keep us four or five seatbs
SO there would have an
Opposition. But how she changes,
Mr. Speaker. How the world comesg
arocund to see you again. And I
tell you it 1s going to be very
interesting to see what happens in
the future. I can only say, Mr.
Speaker, that the people of the
Province are thanking their lucky
stars that & new govermnant has
taken power, with new ideas, a lot
of new energy, and none of these
old dideas they used to have, Mr.
Speaker, and their ways of doing
things.

It is unbelievable! Mr. Speaker,
we are still discovering things,
absolute c¢raziness, that used to
go on. It is going to take us six
months just to grab hold of the
thing. I mean, 1t was running
away from everybody. Now we have
to grab it all back to have a
look. It 1is absolute craziness!
They are saying fix this today and
fix that today. Well, Mr .
Speaker, we are going to fix it
all right, and when we do the
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confidence 1.

people of- the Province are going
to return us again because we are
doing such a good job.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

And there are a lot more Liberal
budget speaches to coine , Mr
Speaker, I can tell you that right
now — bright red! I will tell
you, Mr. Speaker, why people can
have confidence, and then I will
adjourn this debate: The last

budget speach of Lhe formar
administration, does anybody know
what Lhe picture on Lhe front

cover was?

AN HON. MEMBER:
I remember it well.

MR. K. AYLWARD:

The Sprung greenhousa, My,
Speaker, was the picture on Lhe
former budget speach.

AN HON. MEMBER:
You are kidding! You are kidding!

MR. K. AYILWARD:
Oh, vyes. Oh, yeas! Held up, Mr.

Speaker, fFor all to sce. fhere it
is, right there. That was the
shining star of the Former
administration, held out, M,
Speakar. fhe hon. Fformer Premnior

talked about the technology and
talked about fifty-—-two of them,
all over the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. K. AYLWARD:

I hate to sit down, Mr. Speaker,
hut I  will adjourn the debate
until the next day. rhank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Government House

lLeader,

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to advise hon.
members that the Estimates
Committees are proceeding well,
This evening the Social Services
Committee will meet here in the
House +to examine the Estimates of
the Department of Social Services.

Wednesday morning, at 9:00 a.m.,
the Resource Committee will meet
o examine Lthe Estimates of the
Department of Forestry and
Agriculture.

Wednesday in the p.m. there are
two Comnmiltee meetings: the
Department of Justice will be
examined din the House, and the
Department of Finance at the
Colonial Building.

On Thursday evening Municipal
Affairs will be the Department
under scrutiny in the Estimates
Committee, in the House,

This 48 the schedule. I think
this will take care of one
three-hour session with each

Department. That is what that in
effect will do.

Mr. Speaker, I move that the House
at dits rising do adjourn until
tomorrow at 2:00 p.m. and that
this House do now adjourn.

On motion, the House at its rising

adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 21, 1989, at 2:00
p.m.
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ORDER PAPER 11/89

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14TH, 1989

MR. LEN SIMMS (GRAND FALLS) - TO ASK THE
HONOURABLE THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION TO LAY

UPON THE TABLE OF THE HOUSE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

AN ITEMIZED LIST oF EXPENDITURES
INCURRED BY THE MINISTER, HIS EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT OR ANY OTHER MEMBER OF THE
MINISTER'S PERSONAL OR DEPARTMENTAL
STAFF WHO MAY HAVE ACCOMPANIED HIM SINCE
MAY 5, 1989

SINCE MAY 5, 1989, I HAVE MADE TWO TRIPS
TO GANDER AS FOLLOWS:

MAY 6, 1989 — ST. JOHN'S TO GANDER TO
SPEAK TO THE NEWFOUNDLAND HOME & SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION - TOTAL COST - $269.20.

MAY 10, 1989 — ST. JOHN'S TO GANDER TO
SPEAK AT THE OPENING OF THE NEWFOUNDLAND
& LABRADOR ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL
TRUSTEES - TOTAL COST - $259.20 -

I WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY OTHER
PERSON ON EITHER TRIP.





