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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Lush):
Order, please!

Oral Questions

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, my question 1s for
the hon. the Premier. Quer the
last couple of days the Premier
has been blindsiding and
snookering the people by, as I
indicated, preaching one thing on
potential conflict of interest in
this House and then practicing
another. Mr. Speaker, on June 19,
in response to questions by me,
the Premier said, and I quote from
Hansard, "I have done, with
respect to the hon. member" -
referring to the hon. member for
Windsor Buchans (Mr. Flight) -
"precisely what I asked the former
Premier to do with Dr. Collins,
ask him to resign or dispose of
the asset, one or the other. That
was the request.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me take the
hon. the Premier back to June 2,
1988 Hansard, when the Premier,
then Leader of the Opposition,
said the following: "But I said
clearly to the media that I did
not blame the Minister of Health,
I blame the Premier. If the
Premier says that it is okay, then
what I complain about 1s that the
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standard is unacceptable. "

Now, Mr. Speaker, my question to
the Premier dis this: How can the
Premier argue that that standard
was unacceptable on June 2, 1988,
yet admit publicly, on June 18,
1989, in The Sunday Express that
both circumstances were similar,
when the only thing that has
changed in that period of time is
that the Premier has moved from
here to over there? How c¢an he
argue that?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I do not. The Leader of the
Opposition is not stating it
accurately. He has read correctly
what I asked former Pramier
Peckford to do, either have Dr.
Collins resign or dispose of the

asset, one or the other. He could
not maintain a situaticen where his
company was negotiating le s <
with the government and entering
into business deals with the

government and still be in Lthe
Cabinet.

To the hon. the member for Windsor

Ruchans I said exactly Uthe same
thing. And I say 1t again now:
You cannot have a situation whaere
you are doing business with the
government and you remain in the
Cabinet, where your company does
business with the gouernment while
you remain in the Cabinet. Either
you dispose of the asset, or you

resign, or you terminate Lhe
lease. The lease cannot he

renewed . Now that s exactly and
precisely the same as [ asked of
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Dr. Collins. It is
exactly the same.

totally

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No.

PREMIER WELLS:

The hon. members opposite can say
no all they want, the reality is
true. They can say no all they
want, the reality dis +true, it is
exactly the same standard, SO
there ds nothing to explain, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SIMMS:
If the reality is true.

MR. RIDEQUT:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon.
Opposition,

the Leader of the

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Speaker, I say to the Premier,
as he said to then Premier
Peckford, I do not blame the
Minister of Forastry and
Agriculture, I blame the Premier.

Now, Mr, Speaker, let me ask the
Premier this: Is 1t not a fact
that when the present minister
informed the Premier on this
matter, of this particular lease
before his appointment to Cabinet,
is it not a fact that the Premier
did not then order the minister to
dispose of those asselts within
three months, but that the three
month decree only came down after
the story was exposed in The
Sunday Express? Is that not the
real fact, Mr. Speaker?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.
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PREMIER WELLS:

No, Mr. Speaker, that is not the
fact. I never did direct the
three months, before he was
appointed or since.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
No.

PREMIER WELLS:

Read the record in the House the
other day, and what the record in
the House will c¢learly indicate is
that I said to the minister you
cannot remain din the Cabinet and
negotiate that lease. That lease
is there now, the lease cannot be
renewed if  you remain in  the
Cabinet. If you want Lo renew
that lease you must resign From
the Cabinet. The minister himself
set the three month standard. And
if  the hon, the Leader of the
Opposition cares to look at
Hansard of the last couple of
days, he will see thakt I  saild
clearly the origination of that
idea caine from the minister
himself. I did not ask that of
the minister.

And I have told the media exactly
the same thing in an intervicw. [
did not set the Lthree months,
Frankly, the standard that I set
for the minister was, 'You cannot
renew Lthat lease, It i1s done, it
is din place, it was done hefore
you were elected, it was done
before you went dinto Cabinet, but
you cannot renew that lease and

remain din the Cabinet. So  you
make your choice as to what vyou
want to do. It was the minister

himself who decided he was going
to set the standard of three
morths to get rid of it. Fhat 13
what [ explained to the House.

MR. RIDEOUT:
A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, I specifically asked
the Premier 1in this House this
week : Did the minister have
sixteen months Lo dispose of those
assets and allow the 1lease *tfo
expire, as the minister himself
indicated in The Sunday Express
story, or did he not? The Premier
specifically said that he did not
not, he had three months. Now,
here is the quote: "No, he does
not. He has to do it within three
months."

Now, will the Premier tell this
House what is the case?

MR. SIMMS:
Make up your mind.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Does the minister have sixteen
months? Is the lease going to be
allowed to expire? Or as the
Premier, after the fact, given the
minister three months to dispose
of the assets?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear)

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I have not given the minister
three months now. What I have said
to the minister ds you cannot
renew that lease and stay 1in the
Cabinet. That 1s what I told the
minister.

Now, 1t was the minister who set
the three-month standard. If you
want to consult with the news
media, and consult all of Hansard,
you will find that I explained it
was the minister who set that
standard, not me. I did not set
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr. Speaker, Hansard, June 19,
1989, I say to the Premier: Yes!
Yes! Yes!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the Premier
cannot read I will read it for
him. "Premier Wells: No, he does
not. He has to do 1t within three
months." Now, 1s it three months,
is 1t sixteen months, or what is
it? Or ds this another case of
jackrabbiting around by the
Premier and he does not know what
he stands for?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:
Mr. Speaker, I do not know why he

is having such difficulty
understanding dit. The minister
himself said, 'I undertake to do
it in three months, ! So I told

the House he has three months to
do it because he set the standard,
not me . I did not set the
standard.

SOME HON. MEMBERS;
No, no!

PREMIER WELI.S:

Excuse me, Mr, Speaker! The
answer 1s, he set the standard,
and I have told that either to the

House or the media - I have
forgotten which - on the day
concarned, So he has three months
and he set that standard. I did
not. I told the minister, Mr.

Speaker, that he could not renew
that lease, he could not negotiate
a business deal with the
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government. There are sixteen or
seventeen months, whatever 1t is,
left to run on the lease. $So he
knew that he could not negotiate a
renewal of that lease or he would
have to resign.

The minister said to me, 'I am
going to terminate the lease. The
choice I have taken is I am going
to terminate the lease within
three months.' If he can do it,
fine. So when the questions were
asked with regard to how long he
had, I said, 'He has three months
to do it.' That is what he told
me, that he was going Lto do it
within three months. I accepted
it,

MR. SIMMS:

That is not what it says here. It
says he has to do it within three
months .

PREMIER WELLS:
Well, that 1is okay. He has three
months Lo do it.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Leader of Lhe

Opposition,

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr . Speaker, let me refer the
Premier to page L753 in the June
19, 1989 Hansard where he was
responding to a question by ne.
The QOpposition House lLeader says,

"Hea has sixkteen months " e
Premier then comes back,
definitively, "No, he deces not. He
has Lo do it within three
months . " Now, does Lhe member
have sixteen months, or three
months? And, more spaecifically,

Mr. Speaker, how can the Premier
stand there, day after day in this
House, when he pontificated around
this Province that not even a
potential of conflict of dinterest
could axist in  his govermnent?
How can he stand there and squirm
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and try to get out from underneath
his own words in the official
record of this House?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr, Speaker, I do not squirm and I
have no intention of squirming. I
will +tell the hon. members and
everybody din this Province the
simple, straightforward truth.
Now I will go through dit once
more. If they are so thick-headed
that they can not do it or so
stubborn that they do not want to
do it, I will go through it -

MR. RIDEOUT:
Do you think you are the only one
with sense in here?

PREMIER WELLS:

Well, there is not much indication
of it coming from the other side,
I must say that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

Now, Mr . Speakear, when the
minister was dnvited to join the
Cabinet he told me about the lease
in BRuchans, and I said +to him,
'You cannot renew that lease and
remain 1in the Cabinet. The lease
must end now, you cannot do it.'

The lease 1s 1in place. He cannot
terminate it He has no
unilateral right to terminate it.

MR. SIMMS:
He cannot terminate it?

MR. SPEAKER:
fis far as I know, he has no
unilateral right to terminate it.
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He was going to seek to terminate
it within three months, which 1is
what he told the House, what he
told me the other day. Now I do
not know whether he can achieve it
or not. But you cannot just wipe
out something when you enter into
an agreement with somebaody . I

understand that and the hon.
members opposite should. So I
told the minister he could not
remain in the Cabinet and
negotiate a continuation or a
renewal of that lease. It was

done, it was 1in place before he
came into the Cabinet, and that is
it. He cannot renew it.

I will explain it. Let us look at
the whole Hansard of June 19, not
pick out a few words and distort
the truth. ook at L7561, this is
where I spelled it oul. I was
answering a question: "It 1is easy
to explain, just state the facts
correctly. The facts are simple.
The position that I took with
respect to Dr. Collins and his
situation at the time was that he
either must resign or he mnust
dispose of the assets. "

And the hon . members opposite
agreed and nodded and approved,
including the Leader of the
Opposition, and the House Leader
and that 1s exactly the position
that I took with Dr. Collins.

"So when the hon. member Figie
Windsor - Buchans told me whalt his
situation was, my statemenlk to hin
was you must dispose of those

assets, or the" -~ then Uthere was
an interruption. I went on to
explain, "You must dispose of

those assets, or the government or
any agency of the government
cannot do any bhusiness with that
company, you cannot continue that
rent, or you must resign. One of
those three things must occur."

Now that is not very clear there,
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I must say, but just read on: "He
took the position that he would
take steps" -

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:
Listen now!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Are you going to read the whole
Hansard or what?

PREMIER WELLS:

Well, I am going +to read the
truth. I know that the hon.
member ds not dnterested 1in the
truth, he 1s Jjust interested in
trying to make a bit of noise.

Listen now, it 1s here. It 1s on
the record.

"He took the position that he
would take steps dmmediately to
dispose of the asset. He thas
assured me that dis precisely what
he is doing. He knows that 1F the
asset dis not disposed of, and he
has been told +this, before the
lease expires, this 1lease cannot
be renewed." Now that 1s what I
said. That 1s what I told him.
He had taken the position that he
will edither dispose of 4t within
three months, that time he has
allotted himself. Now that 1s -

MR. RIDEOQUT:
That 1s what you say.

PREMIER WELLS:

The comments the hon. member
referred Lo L753 appear later than
that, when he was told exactly
what the situation was.

MR. RIDEQUT:

That 1s what you are saying he
said. That 1s not what he said
publicly.
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PREMIER WELLS:

I do not know what he said
publicly. I have no idea what he
said publicly. I can only tell
you what he told me he was dgoing
to do.

MR. SIMMS:
Who salid earlier today he had
sixteen months?

PREMIER WELLS:

Well, that is the position that I
gave you, You asked me what I
instructed, and I instructed that
the lease could not be renewed or
he would have Lo resign. He
himself set the standard of three
months, as I advised the House on
the 19th of June, and it dis right
there. S50 what the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition has done
is misrepresenbted the position,
skipped over that, and gone on Lo
page L7553, to say that il was my
stand.

Now be Fair, read the total
record. It is there to be seen.
"He has taken the position that he
will either dispose of 1t within
three months -~ the time Lthat he
has alloted for himself -~ or he
will seek the terminatbtion of Lhe
lease, by agreement, with the
Board of Liguor Control. Now he
cannot cause 1t to be terminated
because a lease s & TWO =AYy
agreement, both parties agree. So
he knows he must either resign or
that lease cannot bhe renewed. He
also has dindicated to me that he
intends to seek terminabion of bthe
lease if he cannot dispose of Lthe
asset in the meantime."

MR. SIMMS:
We all have Hansards.

PREMIER WELLS:

Yes, you all have Hansard, but
that dis not the story the Leader
of the Opposition Ltried to lead
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everybody else to believe. There
is the truth of the matter. It is
there.

MR. RIDEOUT:
The story is your double standard.

PREMIER WELLS:
There 1is no double standard, and
the members do not like 1it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

You preach one thing and practice
something else. You are a walking
contradiction and the people are
seeing through you.

MR. DOYLE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member Ffor Harbour
Main.

MR. DOYLE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I want to follow up on that same
line of guestioning with the
Premier, because 1t is <still very,
very unclear what the Premier's
intentions are when 1t comes to
establishing an acceptable code of
ethics for his ministers to
follow, and that is the issue here
whether the Premier wants to admit
it or not. Are we now to bhelieve
that the same set of rules that
the Premier applied to the members
who are over here now today when
we were ministers, are we now to
helieve that the same sat of rules
he then applied to us now no
longer apply to his own government

ministers? Let me ask him would
it not be wore acceptable to the
public of Newfoundland and

lLabrador for him to ask the
Minister of Forestry to step aside
until this conflict of dinterest
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matter 1is settled? If it takes a
week, fine, if it takes a month,
fine, and 1if 1t +takes a year,

fine, Will he not ask the
minister to step aside here today,
now, until this conflict of

interest matter 1is settled once
and for all, so the Premier can be
a little bit consistent in what he
says and what he does?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER WELLS:

There were two questions, Mr .
Speaker. The first question that
the hon. member asked was would I
apply the same standard that I
asked the Premier of the day Lo
apply when I sat on the opposite

side of the House. The answer to
that is that is precisely the
standard that I have applied. e

minister must dispose of the asset
or eliminate the lease, he cannot
renew the Jlease, or the minister
must resign. That is the standard
precisely that I asked the former
Premier Lo  Follow. The Former
Premier said, "No, Lhat 1s
alright. I Tlooked at 1t and he
can continue to do business. Some
other director of the company did

the negotiations, That 15 okay.
The minister will mak e M&Eny
thousands of dollars profit out of
doing business wikh the
government, but that is okay
bacause I say it 1is okay.' [ said
to the Premier, "That is not
okay . The minister cannot sibt in

the Cabinet and have a partner of
his negotiate a lease For him.
That d4s wrong.' The Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture knows
that that lease cannot be renewed,
1t must end, that is what I told
him first, or he must resign. H e
himself, as I explained in the
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House, which the hon. the Leader
of the Opposition conveniently
overlooked, set the standard of
disposing of it din three months,
and for that I comnend the
minister,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

I think it was a noble thing for
him to do and it showed a good and
proper standard, one which the
hon. members opposite would not
agree to when they sat here, they
thought it was alright for their
ministers to continue on.

MR. RIDEOUT:
You did not when you sat over here,

PREMIER WELLS:

I most certainly did. It was the
standard that 1 set. It dis a
completely consistent standard and
the members do not like dit. That
is too bad. There was a second
part to the gquestion but I have
forgotten now what 1t was.

MR. BAKER:
Would you ask the minister to step
aside?

PREMIER WELIS:
Oh! Would I ask the minister to
staep aside?

The answer is, no, I will not ask
the minister to step aside,
because he 1is doing precisely what
I asked that Dr. Collins do,
dispose of the asset or resign.
He 1s in the process of disposing
of it I commend the minister for
it. I think hie actions are
highly commendable.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

MR. DOYLE:

Mr. Speaker, this is totally
unbelievable. We cannot believe
over here on this side what we are
hearing coming from the Premier
today. If the Premier thinks for
a moment that we are going to let
this one drop and he ds going to
be able ride it out, then he had
better think again.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. DOYLE:
The Premier 1is acting 1in a wvery

hypocritical fashion. et me ask
where is his sense of balance and
fairness now? Wharae doag he

suddenly get that new sel of rules
that everybody is supposed Gto bhe
playing by? And who or what s
responsible for, all of & sudden,
bringing the Premier's standards
down to such a low level as Lthey
are right now? Is this Lhe
standard? Is this the bench mark
that the ministers on the obther
side are going to have Lo live by
from now on?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

I have been tolerating the member
asking three or four questions.
This 1s a supplementary, so Lhe
hon. member knows that he should
gelt to the supplementary quickly.,

MR. DOYLE:

That is my gquestion to the
Premier, M, Speaker, I would
like him to respond.

Mr. Speaker, obviocusly the Premier
has decided he 1s going to ride
this one out. He dis¢ not going to
answer any more questions. So let
me ask him a new one. Let me ask

No. 18 R917



him a further supplementary.

I thought the Premier's
administration would take a little
more than a couple of months to
break down. Let me ask him a
very, very clear question: In
view of the fact that the Minister
of Forestry has admitted to the
Premier that he was in a conflict
of interest by renting this
building to the government, can
the Premier indicate to the House
if any other minister in his
Cabinet right now, upon 1invitation
to the Cabinet, indicated to the
Pramier that he was 1in a conflict
of interest or that he might be
somewhere down the road in a
potential conflict of interest?

MR. RIDEOUT:
That cannot be tolerated either,
according to what his standard
used to bhe.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Let me address the first premise.
The hon. the member for Windsor
Buchans never indicated to me that
he was in a conflict of 1interest.
He indicated to me the factual
situation, and I said to him,
"When that lease expires, you
cannot neqotiate a new lease. You
would be in conflict of dinterest,
so 1t cannot happen. The Tlease
must terminate on its date, or you
must  resign. You would be in
conflict 4if that occurred.’ He
told me that. Since, one other
minister has indicated to me that
there 1is a lease situation and
that he 1s din the process of
terminating that lease. That is
accurate,

MR. RIDEQUT:
How much longer does he have to
terminate it?
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PREMIER WELLS:
I think he 1is taking steps to do
it very quickly.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Harbour
Main.

MR. DOYLE:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Could the Premier give us a little
more information today on who that
minister is and what is the
potential conflict of interest
that he finds  himself din right
now? Could the Premier give us a
1little more detail on that dissue?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

I have no hesitation telling the
House who it d1s, Mr. Speaker. It
is the Minister of Justice (Mr,
Dicks). He and his wife have a
substantial interest in a property
in Corner Brook, in which there
had been lease of a small office
space for, I believe $350 or $375h
a month rental, again to the Board
of lLiquor Control. The minister
advisaed wme his wife has indicatued
that steps were being taken to
terminate the lease.

Myr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lhe member for Humber
Fast .

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question For
Lhe Minister of Municipal anc
Provincial Affairs about Lhea
abrupt resignation of Jim Badird
from the position of his executive
assistant.

Mr. Speaker, while Mr. Baird was
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the minister's EA, he met with a
provincial artist coalition and
circulated among artists 1in the
Province, saying the minister had
given him special responsibility
in the field of culture, and
saying specifically that he, Mr,
Baird, would be chairing the
reactivated committee studying the
cultural economy and the status of
the artist. Would the minister
tell the House whether he, the
minister, authorized Mr. Baird to
make these representations,
whether the minister approved of
Mr . Baird's chairing the study
committee, or will the minister
say that because the minister is
overburdened with his 'everything
but the kitchen sink' portfolio,
that he lost track of what Mr.
Baird was doing on the minister's
bhehalf? Or is the explanation
that +the minister hung Mr. Baird
out to dry? Finally, Mr. Speaker,
will the minister tell us who will
now be chairing the study
committee?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GULLAGE;
Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:
Mr. Speaker, I am not so sure how

many gquestions I have, but it
sounds like twelve or Fifteen
questions. But I guess the gist
of 1t ds, Mr. Speaker, that Mr.
Baird did 1in fact resign. He

thought, I SUppose, that his
mandate was other than being an
Executive Assistant. I cannot
speak for his confusion about his
role, you will have to talk to him
about that. But clearly, of
course, an Executive Assistant's
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role 1is not one of developing
policy or formulating policy or
doing anything with
administration, and that is
clearly +the case irrespective of
what may be said.

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
East.

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs
tell +the House whether he has
violated the principle of arm's
length funding for the arts hy
approving of grants to groups in
the Province on his oln,
independent of the Provincial Arks
Council? And specifically will he
say whether he has approved a
grant to an amateur theatre
company in Gander?

MR. GULILAGE:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

No, My, Speaker, not to my
knowledge, bhut T will certainly
look dnto 41t and report back to
the House.

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker, a final supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
Fast,

MS VERGE:

I would like to ask Lthe Premiar
whether 1in view of the fact that
the Minister of  Municipal and
Provincial Affairs has obuiously
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lost control of the culture part
of his mandate, will the Premier
concede that +the Premier made a
mistake in structuring the Cabinet
in short-changing culture and
overloading the minister? And
will the Premier act now to give
culture its place in the sun?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELILS:
Mr . Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Let me say to the hon, member, Mr.
Speaker, that the premise of her
statement is incorrect. I do not
accept the premise of her
statement. But then to go on and
answer the question specifically,
no, I think the structure 1is quite
sound and I have every confidence
that the minister is able to
discharge the responsibility
completely. I share his view that
heither Mr. Baird, nor any other
Executive Assistant, has any place
developing policy. That 1s for
the government to do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:
He bhas been doing 4t for five
weeks .

PREMIER WELLS:

I am sorry he has not been doing
it for five weeks. He wmay think
he has, but he has not bean.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.
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MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

My question is for the Minister of

Finance. In light of the
information provided at the
Fstimates Committee last night,
that Newfoundland lLigour
Commissdion Student IDs have

increased from $5 to $15; a
waiter's 1licence from $% to $15;
abrewer's retail licence from $100
to $200 -

MR. R. AYLWARD:
One hundred per cent.

MR. MATTHEWS:

- and abrewer's distributors
licence from $100 to $200, would
the minister undertake to table a
complete list of all fee dncreases
contained in his budget <so Lhat
the people of bthe Province can sae
just how widespread and severe are
the taxes being imposed in this
particular budget?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker, I will do so.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker,

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Rank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I take that, Mr . Speakear, the
minister said that he will table
in the House, For the record and
for the people of the Province,
all fee increases contained in his
budget for this year?
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MR. R. AYLWARD:
That 1is what he said, yes.

MR. RIDEQUT:
The Wordless Wonder said that.

MR. MATTHEWS:
He had a great difficulty getting
it out, Mr. Speaker,

My supplementary, by the way.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
He was not sure if he was allowed
or not.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I would like to ask the minister,
in 1light that he has increased
student ID fees from $5 to $15, as
200 per cent dincrease, following
very closely on the heels of his
10 per cent tuition dncrease for
post-secondary students in the
Province, why has the Minister of
Finance and this particular
government seen fit +to take out
their frustration and to slap it
to the students of +this Province
in this budget?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Beat up on the students.

MR. RIDEQUT:
Krazy Glue is after
again, has it?

striking

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, boy! 0h, boy!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Shocking! Shocking!
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MR. SIMMS:

Let me ask a question? Why did he
increase the student ID fees by
200 per cent and not tell anybhody?

MR. RIDEQUT:
And not tell anybady?

MR. SIMMS:
0ld Suction Cup himself.

MR, RIDEOUT:

You could not handspike him out of
his seat over there. What a
display of arrogance!

MR. R. AYLWARD:
It is a shocking thing, shocking!

MR. RIDEQUT:
What do the Young Liberals think
of you now?

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Put Kevin Aylward in there, boy,
to do a job of 1it. Tom Murphy or
Kevin Aylward, one of them.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Rank.

MR. MATTHEWS:
Mr. Speaker, I think it was & very
important question.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Sure it 1is.

MR. MATTHEWS:

The post—secondary education
students of this Province have
been slapped with a 10 per cent
tuition fee increasa. A number of
students in our Province could not
afford to go to our dnstitutions
before and even fewer can go Nnow.
Then to compound that wilkth a 200
per cenk increase on another
student I.D. card I think is just
terrible.

Now, & final supplementary 1o the
minister, I would like to refer
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the minister to Page VIII of the
estimates and the budget and refer
him to Estimated Provincial and

Federal Revenues and,
particularly, Other Provincial
Sources. If he looked down there

a little ways he would see Inland
Fish and Game Licenses. Last year
the revised figure of revenue was

$2,130,000. This year the
minister 1is projecting $2,630,000,
an idncrease of $500,000. Now,

will the minister rise 1in his
place and tell wus where he is
going to get this $500,0007 Are
the present categories of Jlicenses
going to be grossly increased? Or
is the minister seriously
considering taxing and putting
licenses on a new category of fish
or game? Would the minister stand
and tell us that please? Is it
directly related to the question I
asked yesterday as to where he is
going to get the $500,0007

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr ., Speaker, this question came up
in estimates last night and I then
told the mamber that I would get
this information and convey 1t
through the Chairinan of that
Committee to him and, perhaps, I
will bring 1t to the House. It is
part of the same question that he
asked earlier about any 1increases
in licensing fees.

This morning I started that
procedure - because it ds nolt din
our department, 1t 1s din another
department - and I asked for that

information to be gathered and
conveyed to me so I can convey it
to other people.

MR. SPEAKER:
Question Period is now finished.
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Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Carbonear.

MR. REID:

Mr, Speaker, I came into this
House for the first time about,
maybhe, twenty years ago.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please!

I +think the haon. gentleman ds
coming in a little too early; we
are not down to the Orders of the
Day yet. He 1s talking on the
concurrence debate, I expect, We
have not reached that Head yet.

Notices of Motion

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Lthe Minister of fFinance,

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr .  Speaker, I wish Lo table &
list of temporary loans raised
pursuant to Section 44 and Section
45 of The Financial Administrabtion
Act, 1973 as Amended . I am
tabling this 1ist in accordance
with the reguirements of Section
A5 of the Act.

Mr. Speaker, dn accordance with
the requirements of Section 51 of
The Fdnancial Administration Actl,
I wish to table a list of
guaranteed loans paid by the
Province during the previous
financial year.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given
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MR. DICKS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Justice.

MR. DICKS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

On Order Paper 11/89, the hon. the
membear for Grand Falls (Mr. Simms)
asked that the following
information bhe laid upon the Table
of the House: An Itemized list of

travel expenditures incurred by
the Minister, his Executive
Assistant, or any membher of the

Minister's personal or
Departmental staff who may have
accompanied him since May 5, 1989.

In answer there were three trips
taken by the minister, The first
on May 12, 1989, bto Corner Brook.
The cost to +the taxpayvers was
$356. The purpose of the wvisit
was to attend two functions: One
on behalf of the government, the
opening of the Canadian Paraplegic
Association in Corner Brook; and
the second one  was an annual
inspection of the 511 Humber
Squadron of the Air Cadets.

on May 19, 1989, a similar
function in Corner Brook, wherein
the minister of ficially
repraesented the government at the
60th Annual Lions Atlantic Canada
Convention at a cost to the
taxpayer of $380.20,

On June 9, 1989, the minister
attended bthe Federal/ Provincial
Meeting of Attorney's General 1in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, for Four days, From
Tuesday through fFriday of that
week, at a cost $1,265.21. on
that +trip he was accompanied by
the Deputy Minister, whose
expenses incurred were $1,049.09
for the same time period.
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The second question, appearing on
the same Order Paper, was: An
itemized 1list of expenditures for

any of fice equipment, personal
equipment, furnishings and
photographs purchased For the

Minister's Office since May 5,
1989,

The answer 1is: There were three
certificates framed by the
Department of Works, Services and
Transportation. However, there
was no cost to the department for
this service, Thank you, Mr .

Speaker.

MR. KELLAND:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank vou, Mr. Spesaker,

You can aduise me 1if this 1s the
appropriate part of the agenda
which would allow me to provide
additional information to &
question raised by the hon. the
member for Green Bay vyesterday
with respect to bthe Abitibi-Price,
Grand Falls situation, his
reference to an explosion.

Mr, Speaker, I did hear a media
report last night, 4if I can make
brief reference to that, which

indicated that Lhe minister,
myself, had no information to
provide the House on Lhe
situation. In case that W& s

misunderstood by the media, I just
want to reiterate Lhat part For
the member and for the House. The
soot emission, oily residue was in
fact a combination of Factors.,
One was the lightening strike on
the TMP, and there was some detaill
with respect to starting up numnber
two boiler. The other was the
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explosion which occurred in the
hoiler's superheater tube, which
resulted in the expulsion of steam
through the stack, the end result
being the o0ily waste or the soot
being desposited around the town.
In case one particular media rep
did not gel that information
vesterday, I just want to
reiterate that.

To follow up, I indicated in my
response yesterday that if there
was additional information
available I would provide it to
the House and to the member who
raised the question. I want to
tell him that our officials from
the Environment section checked
with Abitibi-Price this morning
and from the point of view of the
cause of the explosion and the
soot emissions, there was nothing
further to add to that.

He also expressed socme concern,
Mr. Speaker, about claims and so
on. From the information we have
received from Abitibi-Price it is
our understanding that residents

are indeed registering claims. 1
suppose that probably started

today or some time yesterday. The
attitude of Abitibi-Price at this
stage of the game is to accept the
claims and judge them on an
individual case-by-case basis,

That 1is all the dinformation we
have at this time. If there 1is
anything further, I will bring it
to Lthe House and as well, Mr.
Speaker. Thank you,.

Petitions
MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber

Fast.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:
Mr. Speaker, I wish to present
another petition from citizens of

our Province calling on the
Department of Health to give
access to modern screaning

mammography to women  throughout
the Province so that breast cancer
is detected early, and so that
resulting death and radical
surgery are minimized.

Mr. Speaker, I will gquote the
prayer of the petition:

"Your petitioners pray that your
honourable House may be pleased to
provide the funding for the
Department of Health to dintroduce
iimmediately & Province-—-wide
screening mamnography progran,
including modern mammograms 1in the
major hospitals, and mobile units
to serve the rural areas."

Mr. Speaker, women throughout the
Province, realizing that Health
and Welfare Canada are
recommending that screening
mammography be made available to
all women so that those women ouer
fifty can have an annual routine
screen, and younger women with
warning symptoins can Dbe tested,
are rushing to sign these
petitions. Women Haue boan
disappointed to hear the Minister
of Health respond by seeming to
trivialize the isaue and
attemnpting to sCore political
points with it.

Mr. Speaker, although I did not
hear this myself, I am told the
minister sald in A CRC radtio
interview at Jlunchtime today that
he 1s not euven convinced by the
current research findings, and
that he  wanks to  do his Own
research before taking any achtion
to make avallable for women across
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our Province modern screening

mammography services.

Now, Mr, Speaker, this is
ridiculous. Health and Welfare

Canada, after having received the
results of a major study Jast
year, have concluded that all
women over fifty should be able to
have annual mammograms, and that
screening mammography should be
universally available in the
country. That recommendation was
passed on to all the provinces at
a national meeting in Ottawa last
December,

Mr. Speaker, I, 1in presenting this
petition, wish to reiterate my
support for 1its prayer and call on
the Minister of Health to accept

the respected, credible medical
research findings, to embrace
Health and Welfare Canada's

raecommnendations, and dinstead of
dillydallying and making excuses,
act dmmediately to spend money on
putting in place screening
mammography services across the
Province.

As has been pointed out in this
House before, these screening

mainmography saervices are not
expensive compared to other
medical technological services, I

understand one screening mammogram
costs only about $110,000, and 1if
bulk purchases are made for
several hospitals and for mobile
services, the unit cost might turn
out to be less. Again, I urge the
Minister aof Health and the
government to act immediately to
introduce a Province-wide
screening mamnography program for
the  women of  Newfoundland and
Labrador.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS :
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What does the Minister of Health
have to say about this?

AN HON. MEMBER:

Nothing.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Health.

MR. DECKER:

Mr. Speaker, I +thank the hon.
member For presenting this
petition to +the House. She did
not say how many signatures are on
it. How many signatures are there?

MS VERGE:
About twenty-five or thirty.

MR. DECKER:

About twenty-five or thirty. The
other one had thirty, and ancther
twenty. The minister is not

soliciting petitions, of course.

I want to draw Lhe member's

attention to the difference
between mamnmography screening and
mammography services. We are
talking about mammography

screening, I would assume. Now,
the member refers to women under
fifty and T would bhave to aduise
her that she is getting inte a
very dangerous area, because the
jury is indeed still out on
mammography  screening for women
under fifty. After all, X-rays
are radiation and, according to
the experts, there 1is a clear
danger.

Basically we support the prayer of

the petition. We support the Lhe
prayer of the petition, that this
Province bring in mainmography
screening. However, we have
chosean to approach this

professionally, we have chosen to
approach this carefully. We have
had seventeen years of crisis
management 1in  this Province, M-,
Speaker, and we do not dintend to
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carry on with crisis management.
We intend to do good planning.

Mr. Speaker, I belive it is a good
thing that we have ‘taken this
rational approach, because after
the hon. member and the member for
St. John's East got up the other
day and panicked over this issue,
I received a letter, and a
cassette, which I will make
available to the hon. member, or
any member of this House, or the
media, 1f they want to listen to
it. It is from a well-known
obstetrician in this city and she
suggested that we are taking the
right approach; this i1s something
that has to be done very carefully
and we have to listen to all
sides. This tape dis here which
any hon. member of Lthis House or
the media can have.

MR. SIMMS:
Who 1s she?

MR. DECKER:
- Dr. Cornelia J. Banes.

I am sure anyone who d1s familiar
with the medical profession has
heard that name before. Now, Dr.

Banes explains the benefit of
breast self-examination, she
explains the importance of

physical examination, and she also
makes some very valuable points
about mammagraphy screening.
Although she does nokt caondemn
mammography screening, she does
point out that there are things we
should consider before we starting
exposing the whole population to

radiation. She also points out
the danger of overcontidence, the
danger of a false sense of

security.

And Health Canada is not
recommending a screening every
year, they are recommending every
two years, for women over fifty.
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She 1is saying the false sense of

security which maimnography
screening could encourage would

stop women from exercising
self-examination and it would stop
women from going to have physical
examinations at regular intervals.

This d4is the kind of thing, Mr.
Speaker, the Department of Health
is looking at. We are not going
to rush into something before we
have had time to look at it from
all the sides. Because we are not
doing this for the sake of some
hon. member who wants Lo make a
few political points by rushing
out with a petition and seeking
signatures, we are doing this from
a very professionally planned
approach. And 4if at the end of
the day we are convinced thal
mammography screening will dndeed
cut down on the cancaer deaths or
even the amount of cancer in this
Province, we will indeed bring in
a mammography screening program
for this Province. We will do
that, Mr . Speaker. But, M,
Speaker, if are conuvinced that
there is any indication that there
might be some danger Lo the people
of this Province, we have & uvunry
serious obligation Lo thiem and woe
will not be bringing din something
which is dangerous to our people.

S0 we have to hear all sides, we
have to think it Uthrough. And the
Mon. member can  scream all  she
likes and she can squeal all she
lTikes, but we are goilng to sband
firm on this one. We are going Lo
do 1t reasonably. We are goilng to
plan it, Mr . Speaker., But  af
there isg an absolute, proven
bhenefit, unlike the non. member |
will not be waiting Lten years Lo
do it, I will do it as soon as it
is  proven te wus that 1t 1s a
reasonable direction din which to
go. And I am quite serious when I
say I would like all hon. members
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to listen to this tape, because I
think what Dr. Banes i1s talking
about is a very sensible approach
to take when dealing with
mammography screening. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

MS DUFF:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
East.

MS DUFF:

In adding a little bit to this
debate I would 1like to say that I
would certainly like to hear what
Dr. Banes has to say. She 1s not
an obstetrician I am familiar
with, but I am sure she 1s a very
competent professional. But
nothing that the minister said she
has said has really strengthened
his own argument for delaying any
properly planned mammography
screening.

Everything the minister has said
about this has tended to be
defensive, has tended to be
political &and has tended to try
and say you did neot do it for
seventeen years, so that 1s a good
reason for us not doing it now.
But the minister is well aware, if
he has din Ffact read the report
From the National Health people,
that up to last December, in fact,
one of the reasons why a
Province--wide screening program
was not put 1in place was simply
because there was some concern;
there were pros and cons, there
were people who were for and
against 1t because of the very
thing the mindister cited, the risk
of blanketing people, perhaps
unnecessarily, with radiation.

What the report concluded, and why
other provinces have in Fact
adopted a mamnography screening -

1.927 June 22, 1989 Vol XLI

there is more than one province

program, has been because this
report has shown that the risks
are far, far outweighed by the
benefits for those categories of
women who are at risk, namely,
people over fifty and women who
have a genetic predisposition or
some other factors which would
indicate that they are at high
risk of Dbreast cancer. You are
not going to hlanket Lthe Province
with women over fifty who do not
have any breast cancer 1in their
family, who do not have any
medical conditions which might

indicate they are at risk. So
that, I think, was an attempt to

deflect without being totally
truthful in terms of the risks.

I do not krnow what kirid of
research and careful planning Lhe
minister 1s dintending to do, or
what kind of research capability
he thinks he has Lbthat would be

greater than the research
capability in the NMational

Department of Health and Welfare,
Tt SEEMS that Lhat particular
national body, which 1 a wery
responsible body, is willing to
recommend  Lthis kind of screening
mammography as having & very graalk
advantage to the health of women
in this Province because, in fact,
it has been shown to be abkle to
save lives. A the mo st
reputable radiologists in Lhis
Province, who would, T think, be
very able to speak to this have
said that  mamnography sereening
has not just a slight effeclt or a
possible effect, but a profound
effect on wmorbidity, which means
on lessening death morbidity
means death, It alao Nas &
profound eftect on lessening Lhe
degree of radical surgery Lthat has
to be done. S0 if, in fack, the
risks are far outweighed by the
benefits and we can save liuves
through early detection of atl
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least some of the 160 women who
statistically will develop breast
cancer in the next vear and may
not even know it, then I think it
should be well worthwhile doing.
I think the technoleogy exists. I
am sure that people in the
Department of Health would not
have great difficulty in
establishing this kind of program,
and I can see no rational reason,
except for the fact that the
minister did not consider it
important enough to put in his
budget and 1is now trying to bail
himself out on some kind of excuse
of trying to be rational and
careful about the whole thing.

The minister has also tried to
cloud the dissue in terms of the
difference betwaen mammography
screening and mammography
services, I think we all realize
that you cannot have a mammography
screening program in this Province
unless you have the equipment with
which to do it, if that is what he
means by mammography services.
Thaere 1s no point instigating a
program that is Province-wide if,
in fact, aur current equipment,
which I have been told hy
competent and reputable
radiologists is too slow to attend
to our existing waiting lists,
without mentioning adding to them
by a developed program of
screening mammography, cannot cope
with it.

S0 the minister has to do two
things: He has to put money in
his hudgeat to help regional
hospitals around Lhe Province
upgrade their existing equipment,
He told us in the House the other
day that the hospital in Corner
Brook had ordered equipment; and I
think the minister is aware that
that equipment was ordered to take
advantage of tendering that was
done by St. Clare's Mercy
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Hospital, but at the moment, the
hospital does not have any funds
to pay for it and does not know
where it is going to get the funds
unless 1t wuses the begging bowl
approach.

The minister has also indicated
that he ds going to have one
mobile wunit 1in the Province and
that the other areas are all
right. But one mobile unit will
hardly get to people once a year.
It may not gek to people once
every two years. And 70 per cent
of the population of this Province
live within & convenient radius of
the existing regional hospital
centres.

Now, there was another remark the
minister made that I found veary
strange when he was quoting this
reputable obstetrician. e  says
that 41f women have & mammography
screening it will give them a Full
sense of security, it will stop
them from doing self-examinations

or going for physical
exaininations. I think that 1is a
very insulting remark to womnen,
because when they get thelr

mammographies, they will be told

by the professionals aboul Uhe
importance of self-examination and
physical examination. That i1s a

totally ridiculous and dnsulting
ramark .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WEILLS:

Mr . Speaker, hefore you call
Orders of the Day, I would just
like to tell the House of an eventl
that I think ds significant, at
least fFor older members of this
House.
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Mr. Bren Walsh - I do not know if
any members rememnber him - was a
newspaper reporter from the days
of Confederation and was a fixture
in the news gallery of this House
twenty-odd years ago, when I was
first a member. He was a man who
was highly regarded in the
Province, highly regarded din his
field, very fair-minded and wvery
thorough. Not only the news
media, but all members of the
House of the day regarded Mr.
Walsh very highly and with good
reason,

He operated with a significant
degree of physical dmpairment, but
that did not stop him from going
and being whersver it was
necessary to be to do a thoroughly
good Fjob. I know that everybody
who was a member of the House at
the Lime when he served as a
reporter in this House, and
everybody who remembers him
reporting as far back as the
National Convention days shares
the view and opinion of him that I
am axpressing to the House now.
He has just died unexpectedly in
Ottawa, and I regret to inform the
House of that. It is a matter of
great personal regret to mne,
because he called me about a month
ago and asked if we could agree to
meet on the next occasion I was in
Ottawa. Frankly, not only would I
agree to meet, I would consider it
to be a great honor. I was
anxious to meet him again and have
a chance to talk with him. I
regret that that will not now be
possible and, Mr. Speaker, I would
ask that Your Honour prepare an
appropriate letter to express to
M. Walsh's family the condolences
of all members of the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the
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MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr . Speaker, on hehalf of my
colleagues on this side of the

House we certainly want to
associate ourselves with the

remarks made by the hon. the
Premier.

For the first five or six years I
served as a member of this House,
Mr. Walsh was still carrying on in
his capacity as Legislative
Reporter. All of us came to know
him, either in that capacity or as
an individual dn his retirement,
and as a writer. He wrote at
least one novel, which I think was
very well researched, on how
Newfoundland came to be the 10th
Province of Canada, and he did it
in his usual thorough fashion.

So certainly this is a great loss
For NewfFoundland and Labrador.
Bren Walsh Was a great
Newfoundlander and Labradorian.
He believed tremendously din the

potential of Newfoundland and
lLabrador. We are sorry to hear of
his passing, and We would
certainly like to have tLhe

official Opposition 1in this House
associated with the commenlts wmade
by the hon. the Promier, and willh
the condolences which I assume
will be sent to his family.

MR. SPEAKER:

The Chair will carry out bhe
wishes and request of hon. nembers
in this respect.

Orders of the Day

Order 3. ~Concurrance Mot ionm

(Resource Commitltee)

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Carbonear.

MR. REID:
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I apologize, Mr, Speaker, for
getting up a little early. I was
anxious.

With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker,
I just want to make a few comments
before I begin my report to the
House on the Resource Estimates
Committee.

Mr . Speaker, I am often quite
ashamed to sit in this House and
share in a debate of such a nature
as we had here earlier this

afternoon. I +think that every
single member in this House
demands a certain amount of

respect. And when you condemn, no
matter 1if it 1s coming from this
side of the House or the other
side of the House, a certain
member by using derogatory
comments, you are condemnning the
constituents and the people who
elected each and every one of us.
I do not think 1t dis necessary,
Mr . Speaker, For one to lose
composure when asking a question
of some minister or some member of
the government, This is a
persanal comment, Mr. Speaker, and
I have a fair amount of respect
far a lot of hon. members on the
other side of this House, and I
know that sometimes when they do
not get the answers that they ask,
that they do go a little bit too
far with their comnents,
espacially in the backbenches when
someone 1s speaking.

I would like to say, Mr. Speakaer,
that when I 1look around at the
people who are in this House,
quite often din the past three
weeks students, I rememnber  the
comments that my students made to
me some three years ago when I
brought them into this House.
That 'we', that is, 'them' were a
bunch of animals. Mr. Speaker, in
all sincerity, I am sure that we
on this side of the House as well
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as the other gentlemen respect
each other, and respect each other
to the point where we do not need
to scream and yell and call each
other names in order to get a
response. on that note, Mr .
Speaker, I will begin my report on
the Resource Estimates Committee.

Mr. Speaker, I can honestly say
that the Resource Fstimataes
Committee, which included the hon.
the member for Mount Pearl (Mr.
Windsor), the memhers For
Lewisporte (Mr. Penney), Menihek
(Mr. A. Snow), St. George's (Mr.
Short), Green Bay (Mr. Hewlett),
and Placentia (Mr. Hogan), did not
have to get on in Committee Iike
this House gets on quite often,
maybe because the Vice-Chairman
(Mr . Windsor), and my hon.
colleagues on the other side wera
gentlemen enough to discuss and
debate without gebting out of
order, 1is the reason why we have
had such success in bringing the
estimates to the House as quickly
as we have.

I will compliment the
Vice--Chairman and Say Lhat
evarything I did as Chairman or
Chairperson I consulloed M

Windsor on and Mr. Windsor, in
return, consulted e on anything
that wa needed to have done. Tk
was an honour and a privilege, M.
Leader of Lhe Opposition, to work
with Mr., Windsor and your people
on that Comnittee, and I think we
succaeded in doing quite well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR._REID:

It is often difficult Ffor me Lo
sit here, knowing that I am part
and parcel of this government, and
say sometimes to myself, 'Why are
those people on  Lthe other side
being so callous and rough with
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some of the people on this side?!
The reason I say that 1is because
it comes to my mind, 'My gosh, we
have only been here for seven or
eight weeks and we are trying our
best. We are making mistakes and
we will probably continue to make
mistakes.' But at least give us a
chance over here to prove
ourselvaes in the next year or so,
see where we are going, and then
if you want Eo Jump down our
throats because we are making
mistakes, when we learn the ins
and outs of the various
departments, certainly do so at
that point. Because I can
guarantee you there 1s not going
to be another election for at
least three years. At least I
hope there is not.

Mr. Speaker, I +think I can speak
on hehalf of my Committee and say
that in every idnstance, Mines and
Energy, Fisheries, Forestry and
Agriculture, Development,
Environment and lLands, we were
surprised, because we discussed it
after the meeting, to see that the
ministers were so well-versed in
their departments, and even ko me
it was a surprise, to hbe able to
ask questions of the various
ministers and be able to get the
answers from the ministers, as
such,

Now, 1 do not know what is
happening in the other comnitteas
and, really, it d4s not my personal
concern what 1s happening in the

other committees, but I can
honestly say, Mr. Speaker, that
each and guery one of the
ministers we interviewed and

questioned for the past Lwo weeks
were surprisingly well-versed on
questions that I did not expect
some of my ministers and some of
my friends to be able to answer.
I congratulate them because they
must be doing something over in
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those offices in order to be able
to get up and answer the questions
that they have.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. REID:

I will make a few brief comments,
Mr . Speaker, on particular
departments.

I found, when we were debating the
Fisheries Department, & lot of
questions that were posed hy both
the government members and the
Opposition members sart of
overlapped with guestions that
only the Federal Govermnent of
Canada could answer rather than

the provincial govermnent . We
have to rememnher Lhat the
fisheries in Newfoundland 14

controllad, practically 100 per
cent, by the federal government.

Of ten we find oukselueas
cverlapping dinto areas and asking

questions aboult things that we
assume are provincial dssues but
are federal issues.

The offFshore gquestion, Far
example, that we are faced wilh
right now, the problens thalb we
have with the cod glut and the
caplin and all the other things
that are involuved 4in the {ishery,
a lot of the reaesponsibility Tlies
within the federal department, and
it is praetty difficult Ffaor a
minister of provincial fisheries
Lo be able to answer, debate ar
justify moves within the Fisheries
portfolio that he or his
department does not have very much
to do with.

I complimented the Minister of
Fisheries, but I guess the
Minister of Fisheries had good
training in previous years, i
think out of all the Cabinet he 1is
probably the most experienced, at

=3
L~
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least with some past experience as

a Cabinet minister, and that
certainly showed up in the
estimates on the Fisheries

Department, a wvery well wversed,
educated man in the fisheries. I
think one of the hon. members in
the Opposition said some time ago
that the hon. the Premier could
not have picked a better person
for the Minister of Fisheries than
the hon. member for Twillingate.

In Forestry and Agriculture:
There were a number of questions
posed to the hon. minister, and I
can honestly say, Mr. Speaker,
that the hon. the member for
Windsor - Buchans certainly
handled himself well. We were not
necessarily all unanimously
agreeing that he did answer all
the questions, but I think that
the questions that he did answer
he answered quite well, and he was
educated to be able to do that.
There are some questions that the
hon ., Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture was asked that you
could label as political types of
questions, and he handled them

quite admirably. I c¢an honestly
say that 4in certain dinstances I
guess ministers -~ and I am not

sure; I never was & minister and I
really do not know if ever I want
to be one, considering the hard
times Lthat some of these ministers
are getting - are wrong sometimes
not to answer a question, because
it only causes more controversy
and more agrument and glves a
little bit more ammunition for the
hon. members on the opposite side.

I have problems, Mr. Speaker, with
some of the members of the
Opposition because some of themn
are very good friends of mine,
longtime friends. I must say that
most of them do behave in a way
that 1f they do make @& comment
across the floor they usually look
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over at me and my hon. colleague
from Placentia and grin or wink
and say, 'We got you again.' In
that type of, I guess, atmosphere
I enjoy being in the House. I
certainly do, because I know that
what is coming is not necessarily
serious comnents to the point
where they are +trying to upset
anybody or get anybody against
them, it is just a matter of doing
their Job. And, of course, the
cliche or the statement that good
Opposition makes good government
is also true. I agree with that.
I think that the better that this
Opposition is the better we will
be as a government. And I have no
problems with that.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I will make =&
brief comment on the program that,
From what I can gather, 1is pubt on
hold for further investigation.
My hon. friend for Humber Valley

(Mr . Woodford) brought e
gquestion to the Minister of

Forestry and Agriculture re the
school wmilk program. I, for one,
Mr. Speaker, and I do not know if
I am speaking here @against my
government or for my government,
certainly agree that that progran
will ke & worthwhile praogran. M
reason I am  saying fwill! is
hecause I firmly believe that this
government will implement Lhat
program as soon as they can got
the wheels in motion to do it. 1
hope they do, and I congratulate
the minister on  how he handled
that.

I was lucky enough, Mr. Speakar,
to have the hon. member for Humber
Valley, who is a longtime friaend
of mine and a Farmer, din on the

gshtimates an Agriculture and
Forestry. Of course, the man ds
an expert 1in his own right. He

has walked through it and he has
shovelled it For a long time, and
I gquess he dis <«till din here at
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it. I was very pleased to bhave
him there because basically when
the hon. member dgets up to ask a
question he knows what he is
talking about, and I +think that
the minister enjoyed the fact he
was with us.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Mear, hear!

MR. REID:

Mr. Speaker, in the Development
Departiment, and I am sort of going
to go between the Development and
Mines and Enerqgy because I want to
make a few comnents an the
megaprojects that are looming on
the horizon for Newfoundland, I
know that the hon. Premier has
announced an Economy Recovery Team
or an  Economy Team to look at
Newfoundland's future, and I know
that group will din the next FfFew
years help bring Newfoundland
probably further than we are right
now, and I hope it does.

BRut I would also like to say,
under the Development and Mines
and Energy portfolios, that I
believe, and this 1s a personal
comnent, Loo, that 1f we do not
get the Lower Churchill project on
stream, if we do not get something
to replace Long Harbour, if we do
not get bkthe Hibernia deal started,
at least, it 1s going to be a long
time, and 1t 1¢ gqoing to take that
Economy Recovery Team a long time
to see some substantial gains in
the creation of employment: in
Newfoundland.

I was very pleasad with the
Minister of Development, in fact I
Wé s surprised, because Lhat
particular department 1is a tough
one and covers a large array of
items under one heading, and for
him to be in the situation to be
able to answer the questions, and
Lo present to the committee
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government policies and plans for
the future, I though was adinirable
and I thought he did an excellent
job.

Mr. Speaker, I often hear people
say that Newfoundland was sold out
when we sold Upper Churchill to
the French Canadians, Quebecers,
and the deal that the hon., Mr.
Smallwood signed with Quebec was a
bad deal. I worked in Churchill
Falls - I am starting to sound
like the hon. member now on the
other side who talks about the
fishery all the timne I worked in
Lobstick, and I worked down North
for a number of months

AN HON. MEMBER:
The hon. the member for St. John's
South.

MR. REID:
The hon. member fFfor St.
South. That 1s who i1t is.

John's

— and I know at that particular
time that when I was lucky enough
to get the job there din  the
beginning, the last thing on my
mind, Mr. Speaker, was who was

actually going to rOap the
benefits from the Churchill Falls
deal. At that time [ was more

interested in going down there and
how much [ was going to get an
hour, how much money T was going
to make, than I was in who was
going to sign what deal with whom
and for how much.

I can honestly say, Mr. Speaker,
that going back now with the bit
of knowledge that I have, the bik
of education that I got after I
left Churchill Ffalls, that  Joay
Smallwood gave me when I left
Churchill Falls and wenk Lo
Memorial University to become a
teacher and got two degreass, I

have to honestly say that
Churchill Falls has certainly
No. 18 R933



benefited me because I do not
think I would be dn the House
today if it had not been for Joey
Smallwood and the deal he struck
with the French Canadians an
Churchill Falls. Who would think
at that particular time in 1life
that a 1light bdill that my mother
or I was paying for back in those
days for $3.00 or $4.00 a month
would go to $250 or $300 a month?
The reason I am making those
comments, Mr. Speaker, 1is because
I feel +there has to be a deal
negotiated with Quebec on the
Lower Churchill, and as good a
deal as we can get. I am sure the
Premier and this Cabinet will work
towards getting a good deal, bubt I
just hope, Mr. Speaker, that they
do not let it go down the drain
because the deal is not
satisfactory to other people in
Newfoundland, other than ourselves.

MR. SPEAKER:
I remind the hon. member that his
time has elapsed.

MR. REID:
Can I ask you, Mr., Speaker, if I
have had twenty minutes?

MR, SPEAKER:
Fifteen.

I will findsh up, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
By leave.

MR. SPEAKER:
By leave.

MR. REID:
Thank you, hon. gentlemnen.

I was sure that the hon. the House
Leader said twenty minutes
yesterday, and you said fifteen,
and there was not an agreement.
Anyway, I will finish up.
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Long Harbour, Mr . Speaker, is
very, very important. The hon.
member for Placentia (Mr. Hogan)
is looking at me because that is
what he wants to talk on later on
today. I do not want to dinterfer
with him. The only thing I want
to say to him is that there are a
number of people in my district of
Carbonear working in Long Harbour,
and I am as concerned about Long
Harbour and what is going bo
happen to Long Harbour as any
member of this House is.

One thing that maybe the Minister
of Environment and Lands was not
quite happy about, when I asked
him after the debates, was the
fine system in Newfoundland for
littering the Tlandscape and Gthe
environment. We were talking
about bottles, cans and differaent
things on the sides of the roads.
I am a Firm believer, Mr. Speaker,
that the Justice system in
Newfoundland 1is not handling Lthe
problem of litter and garhage
seriously enough. I really do not
think they have been in a number
aof years. [ took time the other
day, Mr. Speaker, to stop in
certain arwca in my district and
thers was a big gign up "Maschnum
of $1,000 for littering' and <o
on.,.There was more garbage around
that particular sign in Gthat arca
Lhan there was anywhersa olse on
that road, and that road was seuven
miles long, That 41s an indication
of how serious some people in bhils
Province are taking those signs.
I am certainly sure thabt there are
fimes when you could bthrow an
empty beer bottle or can oubt of
the window and an RCMP  Oflicer
would be behind you and e would
swerve to get away from it rather
than stop you and fine you.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that hoth

Justice and Environment and Lands
should take a stronger stand on
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controls in the environment and
this dis one of the +things that
came up in our Committee meeting.

One final comment, Mr., Speaker, I
want to talk about hydro power. I
talked about Churchill Falls to a
certain extent, but I wanted to
talk about also the need for us in
Newfoundland to develop enough
hydro enerqy to be
self-sufficient. We are gradually
reaching the point where water
power is supplying energy to us,
but we still have to spend
millions and milldions of dollars
@ach year to generate electricity
at Holyrood. I think, Mr .
Speaker, that this new government
should put emphasis on trying to

baecome self-sufficient. In order
to do that the Lower Churchill
project has to go ahead. With

that, of course, Mr. Speaker, I am
allowed to speak on the subject
later on this afternoon and I
might have the opportunity to get
up again and speak.

On behalf of myself and the
VUlice-Chairman I wanlt to thank the
membars of the Committee
sincerely, bhecause we, like [ said
when I  began, did not have any
problam. They were all very
cooperative and I think every one
of the ministers enjoyed the
evenings and the mornings that we
had in regards to questions. I
thank the House for bearing with
me as Chairman of that Committee
and I hope that I can be of some
assistance 1in the Future to Lthe
government and to the Opposition
if the case or need arises.

Right mnow, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to move that the Report be
concurred in by the House,

Thank you very much.

MR, HEWLETT:
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Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grean Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

I, too, enjoyed our Committee, Mr.
Speaker, and I certainly would
like to second the hon. member's
motion. I would like to
compliment the wvery smoabth  and
efficient handling by our Chairman
from Carbonear, and I must say the
debate Was lead ahly by the
Co-Chairman from Mount Pearl. My
colleagues on the Committee asked
positive and sensible questions
and the ministers for the most
part We e Forthcaming.
Incidentally, I do apologize Lo
the Chairman of our Comnittee for

not making the little social
luncheon today but I Was
unavoidable detained. Yes, M.

Speaker, even the press abttendeod
our Committee meetings.

Qur Committee deall with Toreslry

and Agriculture, Developmant,
Fisheries, Environment and Lands,
Mines and Energy. I will make a
T ew brief comments orn cach

departmant and sum up with some
general remarks.

With regard to a matter Lhalt wmy
Chatirman mentioned & moment  ago
with regard to our behavior in the
House, [ want to make 1kt c¢lear
that there d1s nothing paersona.l
against the Minlster of Voraestry
and Agriculture. Howeayver, his
Leader set down some pretty tall
and tough standards for conflict
of interest when that man was
Leader of the Opposition, and that
is what we are reacting to,
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I would say to the Minister of
Development, Mr. Speaker, that he

should be a concerned man, His
department has a very broad

mandate, hut many of its functions
have been superceded by the new
Economic Recovery Commission. The
minister 1s now in the position
of having to play second fiddle to

a superminister from the
university, an unelected
superminister I might add, Mr .
Speakear. I wonder wvery much if

that if good for our system of
govearnment .

Mr. Speaker, there 1is a saying
that 'It dis better +to be born
lucky than rich.' The Minister of
Forestry and fAgriculture was lucky
to be appointed at a time when the
insect dinfestation in our forests
is low. As the minister is fully
aware, our society d1s split on
this matter. There are {those in
our society who believe that the
use of approved, legal pesticides
is standard forest practice. Rut,
as I Found out at an environmental
conference in Corner Brook, where
the Green Party was represented,
there are those in our society who
hbelieve that the 1introduction of

Bt, that foreign microbe, is
tantamount to throwing acid on the
face of the forest. So the

minister has to deal wikth points
of view that are very divergent.

As I said, the dinsect infestation
is now at  an  ebb. Sooner  aor
later, 1like the tide, there will
be a flow. Then the minister will
have a hard decision to make. His
decision this year involves bubk a
few acres, but a major infestation
will require a very difficult
decision, with hot tempers on all
sides of the issue, and good luck
will do the minister no good under
those circumstances.

The Minister of Mines and Energy
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is a man who comes to his
portfolio with probably more

insider knowledge on his
department than any other minister
in this House of Assembly.
However, Mr . Speaker, his
department handles a couple of

matters on which he ds likely to
be superceded by Lhe Pramier,
namely, hydro and the offshore.
Whatever the merits or faults of
the Meech Lake Accord, Mr .
Speaker, and there are probably
divergent opinions in this House,
the Premier's position on that
matter cannot but do harm to our
negotiations with Quebec. I would
also warn the Premier, Mr .
Speaker, that in aur @conomic
environment there are people and
forces at work who would just love
to see the Hibernia agreemeant
reopened, and not From the point
of view of the bhest dnterests of
this Province.

To the Minister of Fisheries, Mr.
Speaker, I would say he certainly
has his hands full. Fisheries are
buffeted by many oulside forces.
I would submit that  having a
degree of power, a degree  of
control over our Ffisheries 1s (he
only way we are ever golng to get
our way with regard ko the
fisheries. The current
government's wimpish attitude

towards Ottawa and
Federal-provincial relations,
especially as it relabes Lo

fisheries, will get wus nowhere,
Ottawa will not be dmpressed with
our wimplsh attitude. Ot tawa, no
matter what party dis in  power,
saves its wimpish attitude For the
international scene.

To the Minister of Environment and

lLands, Mr . Speaker, like Lhe
Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture he has got a wide
spectrum in his constituency.

Fairness and balance will have to
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be on the top of his agenda 1in
dealing with sensitive
environmental issues.

With regard to the Park Service
under his jurisdiction, Mr.
Speaker, fairness and bhalance, the
old 'f' and 'b', has gone straight
out the window. Six months ago
Crescent Lake Provincial Park was
the only provincial park 1in the

provincial system under
construction. There is no
construction at Crescent lake Park
right now, My, Speaker.
Construction is going on

elsewhere, at other parks in the
Province. The park was next to a
gravel pit. The pit was frozen.
Now the park 1is frozen, and the
residents of the areas have
neither a pit nor a park. That is
fairness and bhalance, the same
kind of fairness and balance I got
when I got shut out of the roads
program and nearly shut out of the
water program.

I have a community in my district
where water has to be delivered
door to door by trucks because you
cannot have wells on that i1sland.
They got nothing. They got zilch,
That is Fairness and halance.

Having the Premier as your
minister 1is an honour, as the
people from Raie Verte - White BRay

and Ray of Islands know, Mr
Speaker. It is not something that
makes you Lthe subject of a petty
vendetta.

To the Minister of Finance, Mr.
Spaaker, we  did not hauve nis
department but his budget is
involved 1in the departinents that

came under us, I would say, 'If
you cannot stand the heat, get out
of the kitchen.' Now, our

overtaxed population, Mr. Speaker,
are saying, 'We cannot stand the
heat, get rid of the Kitchen.'
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SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

Mr. Speaker, I indicated earlier
that the press were in attendance
at our sessions. To The Sunday
Express, who I am sure attended
on many occasions, who called me
"Alvin the Great', they know by
now, after watching television,
that Communist China dis exactly
what I said 1t was, a Communist
country, a counktry where the
police forces and the armed forces
will oppose and, if necessary,
murder the citizenry. I am notl
saying that 1is right or I like 1t,
but I am saying that is the way it
is., China can turn 1its face or
its back to the world as it sees
fit, and there is very liktle that
we can do about dt. It has done
it for thousands of years. find
when China turns it face to Llhe
world again, the Western world
will be there with apen  arms
because Lthe Western world has done
business with the totalitarian
reqgimes for hundreds of years and
we are not about to stop now. It
is not right, but it 15 the way 1t
is.

And to the Premier and the
government, as a whole, this
governnent promised much and
delivered very little @xcopt
taxes, Its Economic Commission
will make the Sprung lights soem
like a glimmer, Mr. Speaker. This
governmnent is economically

conservative and socially

conservative,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

This is a cold, c¢linical
government with a mediocre social
conscience. And you know what Lthe
Bible says about the lukewarm, 'T

No. 18 R937



will spew thee out of my wmouth'.
This government has no economic
vision of dts own, either, Mr.

Speaker. In short, Mr. Speaker,
this government has no soul. It

is a cold, ¢linical government.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEWLETT:

In contrast, Mr. Speaker, those of
us 1in Opposition, we have never
felt so good, We are spirited, we
are enjoying ourselves and we
think we are doing well at the
people's business.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

You may as well enjoy it because
you are going to be there for a
long time.

MR. HEWLETT:
Yes, we have a heart and a soul,
Mr. Speaker.

A note of levity before I clue up,
M. Speaker. Thare has been much
talk in this tHouse about Liberal
fried chicken. Rumour has 1it, Mr,
Speaker, that Liberal fried
chicken is all left legs and right
wings 1n the box. Mr. Speaker,
Lhe Featherlass bipeds apposite
they stand on their left legs, but
when they fly, Mr. Speaker, they
fly on their right wings. But we
in Opposition, Mr. Speaker, as was
said din the poem Ulysses, Mr,
Speaker, 'We are one equal temper
of heroic hearts,' blooded on the
leadership of the member Ffor Bale
Verte - White PRay and determined,
Mr. Speaker, 'To strive, to seek,
to find and not to yield.' Thank
you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Social
Services,

MR. RIDEOQOUT:
Whase job is it to co-ordinate who
is giving speeches?

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

We are taking the same route you
take over there, Sir. You do not
know when to turn right, leftl,
back up or stand on your head and
everything comes out a babble.

MR. RIDEOUT:

There will be no knives 1in  my
back, like you owver there did with
Leo.

MR. EFFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I want ko take btilmne
to make & few comments, especially
in relation to the hon. the mamber
for Green Bay, from whence he came
from the eighth Ffloor. I baelieve
just about every word he utters
must have been knocked into him by

the former, former Premier. 1
cannot talk about the Former
Premier, because he was Lhere such
@ short period af Fime (e

Province hardly knows he was there
at all. His stay was short, never
to return to the premiership
again, according Lo rumours coming
from his party, from his caucus.
He just made reference Lo Mr.
Rarry and what happened. 1
suspect he had bebter wear a stool
vest not only on his back bubt all
around.

AN HON., MEMBER:

If there is (inaudible) you should
know.

MR. EFFORD:

Relieve me we did the Province &
fFavour. We removed you people,
and that was the idea. It ds the
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best thing that could guer
possibly happen to the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador. After
seventeen years, this Province
could not stand another seventeen
months or another seventeen weeks
of Tory Government. The people of
this Province recognized that, Mr.
Speaker, and the people of the
Province made a mou e to rid

themselves of the poor
administration, the disoriented

government that was here. They
knew the drowning hour was drawing
near and they had to move, and the
people of the Province moved
wisely and removed them.

Now the change dis here, the real
change; the alternative 1is here,
and there is & bright light at the
and of the tunnel for the future
of this Province. This
administration, Mr . Speaker, is
going to make sure of that.

Economic recovary is about to
happen. Dependence on social
assistance 1is about Lo fall off,
not dincrease as it has done over
the past decade, and no member
sitting on that side of the House

can argue with that. fhe fact 1isg,
we have approximately 20,000
people depandent on social
assistance and, except fFor
employment opportunities, Lhat

number would increase by 13,000 so
that we would have approximately
33,000 people, if the true figure
were known, dependent on social

assistance. That 1s¢ as a result
of poor administration - no
direction, no long—-term jobs,
nothing axcept misery at all

times, and that 4is what vyou are
bragging about. That 1is what Lhe
hon. member bragged about when he
came out of the Eighth Floor,
Buckingham Porch, where they would
rather spend money on expensive
furniture and expensive equipment,
Mr., Speaker, than to give it Lo
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the poor people of this Province.

MR. HEWLETT:
(Inaudible) furniture needs more
(inaudible) .

MR. EFFORD:

We 1inherited 1t. Unfortunately,
we cannot gel rid of dit, because
it costs too much to get rid of.
We have to use it but, at the same
time, we have to watch the people
of this Province go hungry hecause
of the way in which you spent the

moneay . You were a part of that
administration and you cannot get
away from that fact. That 1s the

reason you are sitting over there
and we are sitting over here, and
we are going to stay over here,
gentlemen. We are going to stay
over here, make no mistake aboub
it!

MR. MATTHEWS:
Any more conflicts and we will sec
how long you will be over there.

MR, FLIGHT:

They do not know the wmeaning of
the word.

MR. EFFORD:

Believe me, they know the meaning
of conflict. They had lots of
experience with conflict. They
spent  seventeen years raping the
people of this Province, Cakinet
Ministers signing contracks; the
former minister of - dn excess of
$500,000, when he was 1in Cabinet

Now, talk about experience with

conflict! The Fformer Minister of
Health, his company and partners
received $%00,000 Firom the
provincial treasury For rental

bulldings around St. John's,

MR, MATTHEWS:

You ought not bring thalt up here
today.

MR. EFFORD:
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That 1s a fact. Does the truth
hurt? You have been bringing it
up. The member was not in Cabinet
when that deal was made. He is
getting rid of it. That 1s not
conflict. Your leader knows full
well what I am talking about.
When vyou are 1in Cabinet and you
make a decision in Cabinet that a
rental accommodation dis going to
bring you 1in money, you can hide
it, vyou can put it in trust, but
the fact remains, it 1s still
there. That is conflict of
interest.

MR. RIDEQUT:
What does that have to do with the
resource aestimates?

MR. EFFORD:

The fact remains that those
axperienced in conflict ofF
interest are sitting over there,
and you people know it all too
well.

I can go on and on. The former
Minister of Public Works, put out
rental accomnodations to his
campaign manager 1in Harbour Grace
and his campaign manager in the
district of Port de Grave to the
tune of $175,000 a year, for
buildings the Department of Social
Services were renting. No
problem! That 1is not conflict of
interest: that is not helping his
friends, that 1is not political
patronage, 1s dt? No, that is
right, by their standards. The
trouble dis, ‘their standards are
right for them and everyone else's
are wrong.

If you want to bring up political

patronage and political
appointments, just ask me
sometime. I spent four years
showing the people of this
Province what kind of

administration they had. I did
such a good job, Mr. Speaker, that
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the people woke up and saw what
was going on. That is the reason
why we are here, as I said
earlier, and Opposition members
are over there.

Mr. Speaker, we are moving in a
new direction, and the people of
this Province can Now hauve
confidence in what dis being done
by this government.

In recent committee meetings held
here in the House of Assembly and
in the Colonial Ruilding, as my
hon. colleague, the M A for
Carbonear said, the ministers had

no trouble whatsoever with
answearing quaestions. fhe other
night, in my own estimates, we had
rno problem dealing with the

guestions at hand, unlike the
years when we would come into Utha

“stimates Committee and sit down
and ask questions - as I have done
for the past three years - and

never get a straight answer fronm
the former Minister of Social
Services.

In these Estimates Comnittees, the
answers now are direct and
accurate, and Lhiay doal wilkh

today's needs.

AN HON. MEMBER:
I could rnot get an answer last
night (inaudible).

MR. EFFORD:

There are answers if you want to
listen.

Mr. Speaker, the point of  Lhis
whole system 1is that there 1is a
new government, a government which
has a realistic view of what the
needs of the people are, not only
the social needs bhubt the econamic
needs of the people and the need
to have our resources developed.
We have enough resources in thisg
Province which, it developead
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properly, could support the
population of +this Province and we
would not have to be dependent on
handouts.

The people of this Province should
not have to depend on social
assistance to buy a few wmeager
groceries For their table, or
depend on six or ten weeks work to
get stamps. In the past seventeen
years they have lost all their
dignity, they have been reduced to
going to companies and saying, I
will work for nothing. All you
have to do it give me my
unemployment stamps. That 1is what
the people of this Province were
reduced to from one end orf the
coast to the other, in
Newfoundland and Labrador. They
could not even scrape up ten weeks
work, but now that 1s changing,
Mr. Speaker, The people realize
that change is coming and they are
beginning to have some confidence
in themselves. People ara
starting to realize that there is
some hope at the end of the

MR, SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker, I do not believe we
have a quorum in the House.

MR. SPEAKER:
We have a quorum.

The hon. the Minister of Social
Services.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

When you cannot take the heat, qget
out of the kitchen.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

True words are being spoken, and
the truth hurts, so they leave the
kitchen.
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Mr. Speaker, we are going Lto be
here for a long time yet and they
are going to have to listen to
true facts. They may be able to
stand up in Question Perilod and
insinuate and try to create
something, but when they hear the
true facts, they run and hide.

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible) on the table?

MR. EFFORD:

Anything you want to put on the
table, this hon. gentleman will
answer, and he will stand by any
statements he makes. If you have
a question, anytime you wish to
stand up we will answer it. And
if I ever make a mistake, I will
do what I did the other day, [
will stand up and admit that I
made a mistake. That 1s whabt the
human factor is all about.

Mr. Speaker, to continue for just
a few minutes. In the Resource
Committee we talked about one of
Ehe most dimportant resources in
the Province, the fishery. While
listening to the evening news on
television last night I heard

mentioned the committee Lthat is
going around the Province, You
talk about a repeat, I think the

former Minister of Fisheries and
members of the former government
will agree with this, hecause
there have been enough studies
done around this Province on the
Fishery and Lhe situation with Lthe
Fishery. What has nolt been done,
Federally and provincially, is
enough proper acktion taken.

When the federal government
realizes thalb the problen wikh Uthe
Newfoundland fdishery ds cause by
overfishing on the Grand Ranks by
Canadian and foreign trawlers,
Lhen our future 1s going to take
on a brighter outlook.
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Then they put grinders on the
draggers a few years ago to dgrind
up all the small fish they could
catch and bring in the large fish
because of the biggest dollar, the
biggest revenue, and they were
catching three or four times their
quota, our own Canadian draggers
and foreign draggers, and that is
what happened to our fishery.
Everybody is alike.

MR. SIMMS:
The hon. member's time is up.

MR. EFFORD:

I was just getting started. I
will continue later and give you &
better insight into the fishery.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member's time has
elapsed. I was about to say that
when I was interrupted.

MR. EFFORD:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The Opposition House Leader.

MR. RIDEOUT:
No, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The leader of the Opposition. I
am sorry!

MR. RIDEQUT:
Right! Thank you, Sir.

MR. SIMMS:

It has only been six weeks.

MR. SPEAKER:
My apologies.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Mr . Speaker, I listened with
interest as the gentleman for
Carbonear introduced the
Concurrence Debate an the
Resources Fstimates here today. I
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particularly listened with
interest to his opening remarks,
following 1in the usual line of
lecture, I suppose, that his
Leader gets on with from time to°
time, telling us how we should
perform in this House, what our
responsibilities were, and how we
should, to use Lhe Pramier's
favourite expression, "Discharge
those responsibilities" and SO
on, And, you know, it wmust be
interesting for the hon. member,
having given us the benefits of
his thoughts, to sit back and
listen to his own Minister of
Social Services Jjust get up and
undo, totally undo and destroy and
take away any ¢credibility
whatsoever to any of the remarks
that the hon . gentlaman From
Carbonear made.

That is exactly what the Minister
of Social Services did. (e
decorum, the respect, and so on,
that the gentleman from Carbonear
waxed so eloquently about, was
nowhere evident at all din |lis
colleague, not euident
whatsoever. A1l he wanted to do
was personally asgsassinate, For
example, the membar for Green Bay,
who  happened Lo ocoupy ancthaer
position in the government of this
Prouvince at ane time. That dis not
the kind of thing that thoe member
For Carbonear was talking about at
all, I do not believe. He was
going after us for being so unkind
to the Pramier, and so unkind Lo
other ministers. Then his
colleague gats up il totally
undoes or undos whatever Lhe
proper word is, -

MR. EFFORD:

BacKﬁpable.

MR. RIDEQUT:

Rackupable, a very good White Bay
term. I told you that before and
you should check it, by the way.
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Remember what I +told you once
before, too, that at least

something is backupable, the
Minister of Finance 1s not even
getupable. We saw  that again
today .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
We saw again today, Mr. Speaker -

MR. EFFORD:
You bhe nice.

MR. SIMMS:
Listen Lo who dis is talking about
being nice!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Listen to who 1s talking about
being nice! The problemn with bthe
Minister of Social Services, Mr,
Speaker, 1is he has not yet, after
five or six weeks, come to grasp
the fact that he 1s a minister.
He still thinks he dis operating
from this side of the House.

MR. SIMMS:
Fxactly.

MR. RIDEQUT:

He gets up 1in Question Period, or
he gets up in debate in response
to a point and 1t mmight be raised
from here,

MR. EFFORD:
You have not asked a question,

MR. RIDEQUT:
No, and I do not intend to.

MR. SIMMS:
Hear, hear! Right on,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
I do nolt dintend, Mr.

Speaker, to
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ask a minister, who does not have
the courtesy, number one, to give
& civilized response, I do not
intend to ask that minister a
question. C

Let me tell the hon. gentleman
something, Mr. Speaker: When T
ask & question in this House I do
not ask the question looking for
an answer., Unlike the Minister of
Social Services, when he was over
here asking questions, he did not
know where he was shooting, right,
left, center, in the dark or what,
and every once in a while he
happened to score a hit. And he
was in the dark guike often, Mr.
Speaker.

MR, EFFORD:

I destroyed you fellows.

MR. RIDEOUT:

You destroyed nothing. I will
tell you what the hon. gentleman
1s destroying, Mr. Speaker: He s
destroying his own credibility and
the credibility of this government
and he 1is doing 4t very, very
quickly. He gets The National
Enquirer award of Lhe weak,
Newsmaker of the Week From The
Sunday Express, and Lt goes rignt
to his head, Mr. Speaker,

He thinks he has the world by the
tail because The Sunday Express
had made him  Newsmaker of the
Week, I believe in the first weck

he was 1in Cabinet. [ believe 1t
was the First week he was in

Cabinet he was nominated and giluven
the Newsmaker of the Week Award,
and  ever since that he 1s as
cocky, Mr. Speaker! You see hin
ouver there during Queshtion Poerind,
'Ask me a question? Ask me a
question? I would like Lo get on
television today, I have not been
on television, I have not gobtlken
the Newsmaker of the Week Award

lately. Will the Opposition
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please ask me a question?' And,
Mr. Speaker, I can tell the hon.
gentleman-

MR. EFFORD:
Did you not see me on TV last
night?

MR. SIMMS:

We should try to get him on,
because every time he is on it is
better for us.

MR. RIDEOUT:

I might change strategy on that.
My colleague from Grand Falls 1is
right. I might change a bit of
strategy on that next week and try
to get him on more often. We just
might do it, because every time he
gets on, Mr. Speaker, every time
he and the Minister of Health,
those two gentlemen in particular,
and the Minister of Finance, those
three ministers, every time those
three ministers get on television,
Mr. Speaker, the popularity and
the bloom starts to go off the
rose.

Now there is normally a bloom on
the rose for a few months. You
could take Dauvid Patarson, For
example, where it went on for two
or three years. But, Mr. Speaker,
the way that this government is
performing, the blcom will be gone
of f the rose within six months,
that I can tell you.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

You can see it im minister after
minister. The arrcgance and the
self-pompousnaess of the Minister
of Social Services! He thinks
that he 1is God's gift to politics
in Newfoundland and Labrador. He

is 50 full of nimself, My,
Speaker, that he had to get a
larger jacket to qo down to
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Government House to get sworn 1in

as the minister. His chest Jjust
about busted. The arrogance of
the Minister of Health! The
silent, inept Minister of
Finance! A1l he can do in
Question Period, with the
galleries looking down on him and
the reporters and bhe media

looking down on him, dis mimic his
mouth at somebody over here asking
a gquestion. He cannot get up and
get sound to come out.

Then, on top of it all, of course,
there 1is the tremendous arrogance
of the Premier. So, the people of
this Province are sealng very,
very quickly that this government
is a government that 1¢ going to
be a one-term government.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, RIDEQUT:

This government will be & one-term

govarnmant unless Lhae Premiear
starts to make some moves, like
mouing the Minister of Finarnce

straight out of the Cabinet.

MR. GRIMES:

Listen to the one-month Premier.

MR. RIDEQUT:

The one-month  Premier, Thalt 1is
Fine. I had no desire to hang on
to the Premiership of Lhis

Province, or the leadership of
this party, or to hang on Lo

anything. The people had the
righlt to maks a decision, Loy
made it and I respect that. 1

have no desire to hang on.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

I have no desire to hang on
whatsoever. So when the people
make a decision I raespeckt it
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Forty-eight per cent of the people
said they wanted me to stay on.
Forty-seven per cent of the people
said they wanted the hon.
gentleman. The man that I see 1in
the galleries practially every day
since the House 1is open, euery
hon. lady and gentleman on that
side, when they see the Leader of
the NDP enter this House, should
do this: They should kiss  his
feet and kiss the feet of the NDP
because i1t was not the majority of
the electorate of Newfoundland and
Labrador who decided the
government, The majority did not

vote for the government .,
Forty-seven per cent voted for the
govearnment. With the total

collapse of the NDP vote they were
able to get ten sealts more than we
got. Therefore, auery day you
should go thank Peter Fenwick For
getting out, you should genuflect
to Mr. Newhook when he comes into
the House, and you should thank
your lucky stars that he led that
party to a disaster. You are the
people who gained from that, we
did not. I say that frankly, we
did not bhut you did, and that 1is
how come you are over there. In
our system that 1is fine and T have
no guarrel with that. But lelt the
credit go, Mr. Speaker, to the
place where it is deserved. It is

not deservad wikh the hon.
gentleman on the other side. It

is deserved with a person who does
not have a seat 1n this House.
That 1s where 1t 1s deserved.
That d4s how come you are over
there.

S50 I say to Lthe hon. gentleman,
Mr. Speaker, enjoy it. You have
golttan awtrul cocky., You have
gotten awful arrogant. You are not
worried about the people of the
Province, only to sock it to them
in tax dncreases, to get into
their pockets and haul out $100
million 1in tax increases. You are
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worried about that but you are not
worried about the people of the
Province and longevity in
government . So stay on the road
that you are on. I should not be
giving the government this advice,
M, Speakear, but you hear it
everywhere you go in the Province
now . Stay on  the road, do rnot
dither, do not detour, do not
move, stay on that road and we are
in good shape. We are going to
ensure that the government 1s kept
on it.

I am not going to worry about the
member fFor Carbonear, wheather he
likes the way I ask questions or
not. When I was in govarnment I
did not like the way the Ministepr
of Social Services asked
questions. He did not worry about
that.

MR. SIMMS:
The Spaaker sald you asked
excellent questions,

MR. RIDEQUT:

I bhad the Speaker give me the
greatest vindication [ could euar
want in private session yesterday
about how I ask questions, So T
could nobt  care depss  whebher  my
style or the way I ask questions
or the subject matter pleases hon.

gentlemen on the other side. T am
not here to please hon., gentlemer
on the other side. Mat is not ny
role here. That ds not the role
of the Opposition. And  they ars
not there to please ug. You are

there bto govern and we are Lhere
to of fer competent, credible
opposition to the government, and
that i1s what we are going to do.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:

Mr. Speaker, this House so far, -in
the time that we have heen in

No. 18 R945



session, has seen the best
opposition since Confederation.

No doubt about that.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:
We have seen the worst government,
Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

You know, Mr. Speaker, normally it
takes a government five or six
years -—

MR. EFFORD:
Look how long you lasted.

MR. RIDEQUT:

I can shout Jjust as loud as the
hon. gentleman, I am not worried
about him,

Normally it takes a government
five or six years to become as
arrogant as this government has
become in five or six weeks. [t
normally takes fdve or six years.
But if this government continues
on on the trend that it 1s on now,
1t will not last this term, it
will not last this mandate,
because the party 1s starting to
fall apart at bthe seams. We saw
that with the Minister of
Municipal and Prouvincial Affairs,
another Walking Contradiction. He
cannot euen hold on to his
Execultive fissistant. We G aw
that. We know ‘that the Liberal
Youth Federation in this Province,
Mr. Speaker, is as mad as a room

Full of hornets. We know that
they are livid with this
governmant, the Liberal Youth
Federation. We know that some
stalwart party supportaers are
livid with this government, SO
they are bolting, Mr . Spaeaker,
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already. We know this from the
backbenches: There are two
sectors in the government; there
is what vou would call the old
crowd and the young crowd. And
the Young Turks are driving the
ministers mad, we know that for a
fact.

MR. SPEAKER:

Order, please! Order, please!
The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. RIDEOUT:
Thank you, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER:

It being Thursday, 4:00 p.m., I
want to aduise the House of the
questions for the Late Show.

Question No. 1 is from the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition and
it is to the Premicr regarding

space leased by the hon . Lhe
Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture to the Liquor

Corporation.

Question No. 2 is from the hon.
the member Ffor Humber East and il
is to the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Al fadrs an Lhe
question that she posed today
during Question Period,

The third question dis from the
hon. Uthe wmember for Grand Bank,
and he is not satisfied with the
response to his question by thea
Minister of Finance pertaining Uto
the various fee increases in the
1989-90 budget.

These are the questions.

The hon. the member for Placentia,
MR. HOGAN:

I was wondering today to what

section of the Resource Comnitlee
I was qoing to address my remarks,
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and 1t was shortly after lunch
when something came to my
attention, that storm troopers, in
the guise of fisheries offdicers,
went 1into Fair Haven and closed
the fish plant there without
notice and seized three tractor
loads of Fish. And we wonder what
is wrong with the fishery?

Cne hundred and twenty thousand
pounds of fish, Mr. Speaker, were
seized from the fishermen of
Southern Harbour, Little Harbour
and Fair Haven, who, by the way,
did not do very well in the caplin
fishery and were looking forward
to a good codfishery.

To give you an idea of some of the
things the fishermen are
encountering, let me read why the
plant was closed down without
notice: '"The floors were wet; the
floors had slight depressions in
them and formed small pockets of
water.' I cannot exactly make out
the writing. Ihe person who wrote
the inspection report cannot write
too well, along with his other

failures, '"The floor joints are
not curved around the suppaort
columns. The drains: The main

floor drain is not rodent proof,
there 1s a two inch hole in it.'
I guess one of these storm
troopers crawled into 1t. 'The
walls: The lower section of the
procuring area walls 1s not the
right colour.' Serious stuff, Mr,
Speaker, serious stuffl

"The ceilings: There 1s a c¢old
water pipe that 1is suspended from
the celling and should be
insulated. Two light fixtures not
in place. tand washing
facilities: There was no SQap
thare and there was not a
single-~use towel' -~ there was a
roll of towel paper there instead

of the single-use ones,. And, to
heat it all, 'The toilet
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facilities: The doors are not
self-closing.' They had to use
doorknobs.

'The splitting table has a plywood
top.' I think that 4is a serious
one., 't 1is not an approved
material. The frames and legs on
the splitting tables are
constructed of wood, which is also
not an approved material.’ For
this, Mr. Speaker, 150 fishermen
lost 120,000 pounds of fish, and
tomorrow they have to take in
their nrets because they will bhave
no place to sell their fish. We
stand in this House, on both
sides, and, as I said in my maiden
spaach, isfs I could Lake ane
subject in this House that has
been addressed most articulately,
most professionally and with the
unanimous support of euvery pearsan
in this House, it would be bthe
fishery, We might have
differences on approaches ar
policies or whatever, but the
support Was there, the commnon
denominator was there Lo leave no
stone unturned to support our
fishery.

Then, without notice, lhey did not
even have Lthe courtesy bto go  to
the process operator - hy the way,
that 1s our plant, That s a
provincial plant.

AN HON. MEMBER:

Who 13 the operator?

MR. HOGAN:
Keuin Wadman.

The fishaeries inspector, [ Gthink,
even lives in the community with
Wachman , He drouve past his door,
went to St. John's and sent him a
Fax, and before the Fax even gok
Lo his office and could he
interpraeted, because the writing,
as I said, was not that good, the
fisheries inspectars weire irnmto
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Fairhaven with a tractor trailer
and forklifts. I do not know if
they had an armored car, but a lot
of gear went in there, and it was

not fishing gear, to saeize
everything that was in the control
of these people. Aand we ask

ourselves every day what 1s wrong
with the fishery!

I understand from our provincial

department — I am sure the Leader
of the Opposition is familiar with
it - there was financial

assistance given to the owner by
the department, probably when he
was Premier, to upgrade the
facilities a certain amount. I do
not know the number of dollars
right of fhand, hut in the
neighborhood of $5,000. That work
was done and the other work was
ongoing. But the Fish could not
wait for the socap to come, the
fish could not wait for the towels
to be single-use instead of
roelled, and the caplin could not
take the doorknobs off the door so
the doors would be self-closing.

Thaese people walked in and because
some fisherman said to them, 'Boy,
you are not taking that fish out
of here,' they had the gall to go
of f and come back with the RCMP.
And we ask ourselves what we can
do to support the fishery! T do
not know, but I have been speaking
to our own officials and they have
been attempting to talk to the
federal people. I say attempting,
because I do not think there isg
anybody on the other end receiving.

M. Speaker, all members of this

House, all peoples of this
Prouvince, if we are ko be

successful 1in the undertaking of
the fishery, surely God we have to
be able to listen to, we have to
be able to communicate with, and
we have to be abhle to deal with
these people whao arae in the
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fishing industry with some
sensitivity, with some heart, some
compassion and a little bit of
leecway .

I am fully cognizant, learning
from my friends here in the House
of Assembly, on both sides, of the
necessity of quality control and
all these things that have to be
done to improve our fish as it
gets to the market place, but the
House rules will not permit me to
say what I think of this piece of
paper. That 1is just nit-picking.
That is going too far, My,
Speaker, in squashing thea
livelihoods of some 150 families.

AN HON., MEMBER:
Were they federal officials?

MR. HOGAN:

Yes, federal officials. I suppose
ours would do the same thing but
for the fact that there is some
understanding amongst them, which
was bred into them over the years.

Mr . Speaker, this ki nd of
high-handed approach has to stop.

It just has to stop. We can btalk
cursetlves bilue in the {ace hore,
but 1if we do net educake our
of ficials in administering Lhe
laws of aur land, the Taws
pertaining to the Fishary and
other laws, God help us! 1If this
is what dis out 1in the workplace
representing us.

Tt has distracted me, Mr. Spaakaer,
from +the proper approach to the

subject today, which is the
Raesource Comnitlee. I would like

to axXpress mny gratitude kLo iy
Fellow members on the Committee 1in
addressing the various departments
and their estimates. i concur
with our Chairman's remarks about
all seven members, co--chaired by
the member for Carbonear and iy
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good friend, the Mayor of Deer
Park, who dis not here today. We
talked about how it should go, we
laid down our own rules, we worked
at it, and everything went fairly
smoothly. Some pointed questions,
good questions from all members of
the Committee were put forth +to
the ministers.

Some 1items which probably deserve
my attention today just escape me
at the moment, Mr . Speaker,
because of the urgency of this
matter din Fairhaven, and I am
probably running out of time.

But I would 3like to comment on
working with Mr. Windsor, whom I
have worked with before not Mr.
Windsor, the Mayor of Deer Park,

the wmember for Mount Pearl. It
was quite an experience, a good
learning experience. I certainly
admire his knowledge of the

subjects we discussed, even those
portfolios he did not serve in. I
aim sure it Was a learning
aexperience for all the rookies who
were on the Committee with him.

I would reiterate the remarks of
fellow members who talked about
the environment and Lthe problems
along our  highways and byways,
littering and the destruction of
our forests and our waters. If
ther: is one thing we should
undertake din this House, it dis to
educate our fellow Newfoundlanders
and wvisitors alike. It ds only
some of them, because there are
always a Ffew who spoil things for
the majority. If they would treat
their environment a little more
seriously, and if they would, for
want of @ better word, clean up
their act and treat thair
surroundings properly, then this
Province would be a much better
place din which to live, and it
would be much more attractive Lo
tourists.
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I again have to reiterate, Mr.
Speaker, and ask for the support
of all members in the House in
addressing situations like that at
Fairhaven, I cannot get away from
it. We should do something about
it. The Minister of Fisheries and
officials of the provincial
department are working very hard
at it. I do not know what happens
to the 120,000 pounds of fish. I
did not get that far, to enquire
of officials. Probably it is all
lost. The fishermen have not been
paid for +1it, and obviously the
fish plant operator 1is not goeing
to be paid for it. So 120,000
pounds of fish wvalued at about
$40,000 to $50,000 1s gone oub of
the pockets of our fFellow
Newfoundlanders today because of
high-handed actions by the Federal
Department of Fisheriles.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. HOGAN:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader,

Opposition House

MR. SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, I just want to speak
for a fow moments on a matter of
interest to my constituency, since
the member has raised the matlbar
in Fairhaven.

I want to raise a malter dealing
with a situation that occurred in
Grand Falls over bhve last
twenty-four hours or so. I will
just say to the hon. member, by
the way, with respect to his plea
for support from members of the
House to urge the Minister of
Fisheries to do something with
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respect to the Fairhaven
situation, from what he described
and - from what little I know of it
from what was told me, it appears
‘as if the minister needs to lay
the heavy hand on the federal
bureaucrats in the department and
try to insist that they not be so
callous, that they learn to deal
with people to resolve problems
such as the one he has described.
It seems to me that it 1s a simple
one to resolve.

I see the Minister of Enuvironment
there poking his head in through
the door. I wonder if he is going
to be around for a few minutes,
because I want to talk about the
issue that arose 1in Grand Falls.
He will be within hearing
distance, I have no doubt.

Mr. Speaker, as the House 1s aware
as a result of some questions in
the Legislature yesterday, a
situation arose d1in Grand Falls
which has been aptly described by
both the member for Green Bay, who
is our environment critic, as well
as the Minister of Environment in
responding ko quastions
yesterday. I would like to touch
on two matters, and I was hoping
the minister might be available so
he could respond.

I have spoken to officials of the
company, Abitibi-Price, and last
night I flew to Gander with my
friend and colleague the member
For Gander, the Government House
Leader, and we discussed a number
of House matters on the way.

Having heard the situation
described on the airwaves, I then
went on into Grand Falls to see
what the situation was, because
sometimes you are not sure 1if 1t
as great a problem or as serious a
problem as it sounds . We
experienced that many times when
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we were 1in government, and I am
sure ministers over there are now

experiencing the same thing;
guerything you hear on the

airwaves is not always exactly as
it is.

I wanted to go out to Grand Falls
to see what the situation was, and
I fly out last night. While I was
there, I had occasion to talk to
fifteen ar twenty people, I
suppose, I had occasion to visit

some homes, and soine of the
situations described to me by
these residents, by iny

constituents, were rather scary in
many raspects.

I know the company held a press
conference yesterday afternoon
sometime, 4:00 p.m. or 4:30 p.m.,
and I know they also have accepted
responsibility For the situation
which has occurred. I did not
flear the details of their press
conference, so I today, myself,
called on the company to do two
things, two things which I would
1ike to see addressed, and the
minister will probably be able to
tell me 1if he 1s prepared to do
what he can from his perspective.

First of all, of course, many
residents have been affected by
this soot emission. I know Dby
late afternoon yeslbarday the
company had themselves received in
excess of one hundred telephone
calls from people who had had

different experiences. Some af
Lhese axpaeriences 1 will Jjust

explain to the minister and Lo
memhers of the House.

Just Lo give an example: I was in
a house last night the occupants
of which had, Jjust the evening
before, finished painting their
fence around the House, and had
just finished painting all thelr
outdoor Jawn Furniture that one
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might have in the backyard. It
was freshly painted. They had
just finished painting it the
evening before.

MR. EFFORD:
Who s goeing to paint outdoor
Furniture?

MR. SIMMS:

Well, this is the old wooden type
the hon. member has seen down
around Bay de Verde many times, I
am sure, when he 1s down around
there. In any event, this 1s not
a humourous situation I am trying
to describe. Perhaps I will
engage in humour with the minister
a little later on.

Of course, that was a very costly
thing for one to have to do and it
was ruined by the soot.

Another example d1is that of an
individual who had just had his

car freshly waxed the avening
bafore, which cost $100. I guess

the Minister of Works, Services
and Transportation would krnow
about dit, 4t ds one of these
professional jobs that vyou get
done on & car and 1t cost him
$100. That car Was actually
ingrained, this stuff was
ingrained into the wax, and, of
course, that 1s going to be a
costly venture,

I went into another house and the
woman 1in the home at the time was
down on her hands and knees trying
to  scrub the soot out of the
carpet, I even spoke to & person
whao told me - 1t 1is secondhand -
for the dnformation of the member
for Exploits that a roesident of
Bishop's Falls had, in fact,
experiencaed some of this soot on
his car in Bishop's Falls -
obviously it must have been
because of the wind or something

and there were some damages or
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some problems in Windsor.

Then there d1s the example of a
drycleaning business in Grand
Falls which, because of the time
the 1incident occurred and later on
during the day, I guess, the doors
and windows were open and all the
clothes in that drycleaning
gstablishment were covered with
this soot. So there are going to
be considerable expenses incurred.

So, number one, I would Tike to
see, and I hope the minister wmight
be able to do something about it,
the company, Abitibi-Price, who
have accepted the responsibility,
and I understand have also said
that people could submit their
claims which will be forwarded on
to theilr insurance agency, I would
like to see them be a little more
specific and set up a mechanism,
perhaps a more personal mechanism,
havea the company to  sell up an
office, or something like that,
For a couple of days, where the
residents can actually go to
submit their claims and explain
their c¢laims. Because 1 suspect
the cost of damage will run into
the tens of thousands of dollars.
That is my suspician.

MR, FLIGHT:

Would the hon. member permil &
question?

MR. SIMMS:
Sure,

MR. FLIGHT:

How about the amount of dnsurance
they carry? Iz that a factor 1in
Lhe equation, whether it i
vnossible for remunerat Lon under
their own private insurance?

MR. SIMMS:

My understanding is that ikt 1is
not . The company have acceplted
the responsibility and they have
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indicated that their own insurance
will pay for it. So whether an
individual who gets turned down or
rejected by the company can then
pursue it with their own insurance
company, perhaps they can.

That 1s point number one: To
adequately compensate people who
have suffered some damages from
this incident, and to make it easy
for them to do so.

Point number two 1s a point that
my friend from Placentia mentioned
to me yesterday after Question
Period, and wondered why we did
not raise the matter in Question
Period. It was simply because the
experience we had during the day
was phone calls from constituents
and residents who had suffered
damages . But there s another
very important point here that
should not be forgotten, and that
has to do with health and safety.

The membar for St. John's South,
who I k now is very actively
involved 1in that area, would want
me to mention it, as well. So, I
do mention it and T mentioned it
this morning publicly, and I will
be encouraging the authorities,
the Department of Labour, the
Department of Health and the
Department of Environment, to do

some Follow-up waork and some
follow-up investigation on this
situation; find out how it

occurred, make sure there are
precautions in place so that it
does not occur in the future, and
perhaps more importantly, to do
whatever is necessary to find out
whether or not there have been any
health residues, 1if you want, as a
result of this particular
incident. That we do not know.

Again, I am not attempting to bhe
an alarmist or anything here, but
it 1is an important factor and one
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which I would hope the Minister of
Health might have his officials,
in consultation with the Minister
of Environment's officials and,
indeed, the Minister of Employment
and Labour Relations I think her
department would have some role to
play in this regard as well.

So  those are two very dlmportant

factors associated with this
particular incident I would like
to see pursued. I will be
contacting the ministers I have
referred to of ficially, in
writing, asking them to follow it
up. Perhaps, since we have some

time in debate here today, one of
the ministers might be able to
respond to it, I krow the
Minister of Environment might have
some nore information to add.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. thea Minister of
Environment and Lands.

MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

There are two or throe different
things, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to make reference bta which were
raised by hon. members, not
exclusively the points raised Dby
the hon. the Opposition House
lLeader. fhe member For Groen Gay
made a couple of points that
perhaps [ could make some brief
reference to. He talked about the
Crescant Lake Park situation, and,
as he is the member representing
that area, e would e
understandably upset with the fact
that there was no alleocation of
funding in this year's budgel to
do anything with Crescent lLake.

I share his concern, but, at the

s ame time, we have to ha
responsible in how we handle the
public purse. I think we are
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doing that. I can inform the hon,
member who was not a member of the
House prior to the most recent
election but who had some
involvement, I guess, with the
governing party of the day -- I do
not know how far back his tenure
goes as an employee of the former,
former Premier or anything 1like
that, but he may have some
knowledge of what I am about to
say - that other parts of the
Province are also very distressed
by the fact that there was not a
particular allocation for parks
this vyear. In fact, we can go
back over quite a few years 1in
which particular arcas of the
Province were not able to receive
adequate funding *to establish a
park or upgrade existing parks and
SO on,

I can make particular reference
because, I, myself, was 1involuved

since the early seventies,
starting 1974, in my own
particular district, Naskaupi

district in lLabrador. And this
goes back to long before the time
I was an MHA, but I was mayor of
Happy Valley/Goose Bay from
February 1974 up Lo October 1983,
and in that period of time our
town council, along with the town
council of Northwest River,
enteraed into considerable
caorrespondence with the government
of the day requesting that we get
a provincial park in the Upper
lLake Melville area, or in Naskaupi
district. I continued that effort
af ter bhecoiming an MHA, 1in 1985,
and Now as a minister my
constituency, if  you could say
that, has broadened 1in that I am
no  longer  only  responsible for
Naskaupi district but, indeed,
have a Cabinet responsibility with
respect to Labrador and have a
Province-wide responsibility with
the portfolio.
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Rut, the response we received for
years, and vears, and vyears, Mr.
Speaker, from the government was
that the next new provincial park
to be constructed in this Province
would be constructed din the Upper
Lake Melville area, ar the
Naskaupi district. We were told
that by a number of different
ministers. I de¢ not see any of
them here right now, unless the
hon. the member for Grand BRank
might have been one of them. I
believe he was for a period of
time, but there were others; Lhe
hon. the member for Grand Falls
was one, I believe, and the han.
the member for Ferryland WE &
another, A1l of these ministers,
and there may have been others,
did promise us that the next rew
provincial park in this Province
would qo to the Upper lLake
Melville area, Naskaupd district.

Now, that never really did come
about S0, therefore, I can
appreciate the frustration,
perhaps, the hon. Uthe member for
Green BRay feels in not secing the
allocation this year, whern he was

led to believe by his now
colleaques, I suppose, Forinew
political friends that indeed
there would probably be
considerable funding to go to
Crescaent Lake. T share with him

his concern, because 1 undersland
the frustration; I went Cthrough 1t
a number of year of 1t, as I Jjust
pointed out.

In fact, I can enlarge on thalt a
little more, M, Speakeyr, in
saying that 1in 1983, Lhe exact
month I do not recall, there was a
commitment by the Forimer
government that, vyes, dndeed, the
Upper Lake Meluille area, Naskaupi
district, would get a prouvincial
park, and I think there was a
small amount of money allocated at
the time; the site was selected
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and so on and some work was done.
But after 1983, there was no more
funding for the project.

Now, 1in 1985, as I quess everybody
is aware, I became the member for
that district and I was not able
to conuince any of the ministers
who had the responsibility in that
four year period to continue the
funding, complete the project, and
honour the commitment they bhad
made. The sad part about the fact
that Naskaupi district was chosen
in 1983 was that 1t was a purely
political reason. The government
of the day decided, and we can ask
the member for Grand Bank to pay
particular note to these points,
the government of the day decided
to close the hospital in Northwest
River, which d4s din my district.
It employed some ninety-odd
people, the major employer in the
comnunity, and, I believe, euan
though we said it may have been
political, or people said it may
have been political - I was not
the member at the time - they said
it was being done for economic and
efficiency reasons. What bothers
me about that, in an aside, dis the
fact that when another government
in an attempt to manage the
affairs of this Prouvince 1in &
responsible manner takes a similar
step, the hon. inembers opposite
criticize the exact same
procedures that they thenselves
followed just a short while ago.

So, having cleosed the Northwest
River Hospital, the hon. member
for the House of Assembly at that
time, in a public meeting in
Northwest River, told the
residents there that even though
he was a member of Cabinet, and
even though it was his district,
he was not made aware of the
closure by his colleaguas. Ha
stood on a public stage and said
he was not aware of 1t because he
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had been out of the Province.
Now, that, to me, does not sound
like a responsible way of handling
things.

But, that 1is not the point I
wanted to make. I just wanted to
bring that dinto the record to say
that the reason for the decision
to create a park din the Lake
Melville area was political.

Having causad ninety-some-odd
people to lose their jobs in
Northwest River, a few of them I
think were able to relocate to
jobs in  Happy Valley/Goose Bay,
the Parks Division of the day had
officials in the Lake Meluille
area looking for suitable sites
for a provincial park. My
understanding is, without checking
the records today, thalt a park
that had heen constructed at
Gosling l.ake, better krown Lo
Labradorians as Salt Water Pond,
would be the ideal location For a

provincial park if the
organization responsible for the
construction of it, the Lake

Meluille Tourism Association, of
which I was Founding President,
would be agreeable ko pass 1t over
to provincial parks.

Now, the LMTA of that day was
quite willing to do that. Quike a
bit of woney and quite a bit aof
voluntear effort had gane into
that park, and we were willing to
do that. However, are ofF tLhea
alternate choices was Lhe Grand
Lake site, just  up  river  from
Northwest River, which did bkecome

the actual choice, and ke
political reason that Grand Lake
was chosen ak Lhat Lime, Mir .

Speaker, was to try to offset Lhe
decision by the government of Lhe
day to close the Northwest River

hospital. Sao, the decision on
Grand Lake was initially purely
political, by Lhe Formaer
No. 18 R9&64



administration.

Now, having locked wus inteo that
and promising a certain number of
jobs 1in construction to the town
of Northwest River, nothing else
was done by that administration.

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

It is now 4:30 p.m. We will move

into the Late Show.

MR. KELLAND:

I will continue. Thank you wvery
much Mr. Speaker. There are a
number of other points I am sure
members opposite will he very
interested in.

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., the
Opposition,

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOQOUT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:
Mr . Speaker,

during the last

sevaral days, I have been
questioning the Premier

practically auary day on the
situation the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture finds himself iIn
with regard to space leased to the
lLiquor Corporation.

[t 15 not the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture or the lease that
we are interested iIn, 1t is the
double standard of the Premier of
Newfoundland and Labrador. et me
quete from the Premier's dinterview
with The Sunday Express on June
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18: "Mr. Wells said even potential
conflicts of dinterest could not be
tolerated under his leadership."

Now,  Mr. Speaker, that ds the
bottom line. Day after day we
have seen in this House,
particularly on this 1ssue and an
issue which came to 1light today
with the Minister of Justice, with
the Premier being prepared, more
than prepared to not only accept a
double standard but prepared to
defend a double standard.

The Premier cannot have 1t hoth

Ways, Mr . Speaker, He cannot,
when he was Leader of the

Opposition, malign and demand the
resignation of a person he was
alleging was in a conflict of
interest then, when he admits
himself, to quote this article,

"that the circumstances were
exactly the same, that Lhe
circumstances were similar.," When
he admits to that, then the

Premier does not have the Jluxury
of trying to preach a principle in
one position din  this House and
then tolerate something else when
he d4s din another position in this
House. And  that 1s the double
standard, that 1w the
contradiction we are talking aboutk
here.

Now thea Premier, Mr., Speaker, is
vary quickly developing a
reputation as being a doubrle
standard person. We have seen it

in tLhe potential conflict af
interest statement he made, Wi
have seaen it in some afF the

political appointments we reflerrad
to in this House owver the last
couple of days, we have seen it din

latters Lhat Ware sant Firom
ministers to government

backbenchers on the other side,
and we see the Premier getting up
time, after time, Mr. Speaker, and
saying, "Oh, that is alright,
because I sald it. Fhat is
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alright, because I am doing 1it.
The world is gqoing fine, because I
said it is going fine."

Well, I say to the Premier, Mr.
Speaker, that he cannot and he
will not get off with that kind of
conduct. He has to either
practice what he preaches, or day
after day, week after week in this
House we will consistently and
constantly point out to the people
of Newfoundland and Labrador where
the Premier is being
hypocritical. You cannot preach
one thing and practice something
else. You just cannot do 1it. We
have seen the Premier, as well,
Mr. Speaker, being an example of a

walking contradiction in his
political commitments Lo the
people of Newfoundland and
Labrador.

The first political commitment the
Premier made during the election
campaign was to build a road to

Mainland. Every person in
Newfoundland and lLabrador saw
that. We have seen the Premier
ever since walk away from that
commitment . A contradiction! We

have seen and heard him say he did
not make any promises. We saw the

Premier on tape making a
commitment to introduce
post-secondary education in

Labrador West by September 1989,
Then we saw him get up and squirm
and worm in this House and say,
Well, if that is what I said, that
is not what I meant to say. We
saw him back of f and they
caompromise on January 1989. We
saw the Pramier, Mr . Speaker,
going fram one end of Newfoundland
and lLabrador to the other talking
about opening hospital beds, not
closing haospital beds, and then he
comes into this House and puts the
axe to St. Lawrence and Grand Bank.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
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Right on!

MR. RIDEOUT:

So, Mr. Speaker, day after day, in
statement after statement, whether
it is conflict of interest,
whether it 1is political promises,
no matter what it dis, this Premier
has turned into a walking
contradiction; every time he opens
his mouth his nose gets an 1inch
longer, and that ds not good
enough for the people of this
Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. BAKER:

My . Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Leadear.,

Goyarmnent House

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I welcome the opportunity gilven mne
by the Leader of the Opposition to
raespond for a few brief moments.
I find it highly amusing to listen
to the lLeader of Lhe Opposition
get. up and talk about election
promises and all kinds of Lhings
like that; I find 4t kind of
amusing in the HMHouse Lto listen to
members opposite continually
indicate that because euerything
in the world has not been done in
six weeks, that somehow Lhere is
something wrong over here, thatl
somehow the governmnent ofF Elhvis
Province, because in six weeks il
cannoct do everything in the world
there 14is to bhe done, there is
something wrong with k. Now, M.
Speaker, 1 find that highly
amusing, especially colning From
membhers opposite.

But, Mr. Speaker, that is not the
real point at issue here. e
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Leader of the Opposition talks
about the double standard. He
loves to talk about the double
standard, and would +truly hope
that by continually repeating the
words, these words would then
bacome reality. I can assure the
Leader of the Opposition that that
ls not going to happen. It is not
possible for that to happen.

The Leader of the Opposition and
members opposite are obviously on
a fishing expedition, and I wish
them well. If that is their
purpose, I wish them well. I am
very happy I am no longer in the
pasition where I have to survive
on going on political fishing
expeditions. I am very pleased
about that,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

AN HON. MEMBER:
It has to be done, though,

MR. BAKER:

Mr. Speaker, I only have a couple
of minutes, but I would like to
address the real guestion and not
get 1into the political extranecus
material. Conflict, and perceived

or potential conflict: I would
like to point out to the Leader of
Lhe Oppasition, and members

opposite, that they should sit
back and think for a wmoment. And
in moments when the Leader of the

Opposition obvuiously is not
thinking only din political terms,
he understands the situation. He
very well understands the
situation. A minister who is in

conflict d1s a minister who stands
to gain, elther financially or

some other way . Now it is
difficult to define some other
way, but financially, let us
narrow it down that - 'stands to

gain financially because of  his
position.' So that is a conflict.
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Now, the real point I want to get
to is the one the Leader mentioned
a moment ago, potential conflict.

Potential conflict is when the
possibility exists that because of

his position a minister, or
somebody alse, can gain

Financially. Now, the reason [ am
narrowing it down to financial 1ig
simply because we all gain
politically by things we do no
matter where we are, or lose. 30
you have Lo narrow it down to
financial gain.

MR. SIMMS:

Get to the point.

MR. BAKER:

T will, if the member will have a
little patience. In this
particular situation a lease was
signed by the member for Windsor
Ruchans when he was not a membar
of this House. The lease extends
for a defined period of time.
Now, the point at which there is a
possibility of gain is when vyou
are signing the lease. That s
the point at which there 1is a
possibility of gain. The lease ds
signed, then, months later, there
is an election and the  member
finds himself in Cabinet. Now, at
that point there is no conflict of
interest because he cannot now usa
his position to gain something.

Now, we go to the second point.
The second point is the potential

For conflict. The potential
conflict would come iF, during his
term, a minister would Lhen

re-neqotiate that lease. Howeuver,
as has heen dndicated wmany, many
times -~ and the Premier has boaen
very consistent din this - there
will be no re-negotiation of the
lease. The member has taken sleps
to ensure that there will be no
re-negotiation of the lease,
therefore, there 1s no potential
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conflict.

The problem the Leader of the
Opposition has, of course, is that
in a well-publicized case a couple
of years ago, negotiations had
bean ongoing for a number of
years, a number of times,
concerning a particular lease that
a minister had an interest din, and
that is what distinguishes it from
the other case. I just want to
make that wvery clear distinction
for the Leader of the Opposition.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Humber
Fast.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Farlier today, in Question Period,
I asked questions of the Minister

of Municipal and Provincial
Affairs about the surprising
departure of his executive

assistant. Mr. Jim Baird, another
defeated Liberal candidate, as the
minister's executive assistant,
was quite active in the five or
six weeks he held that job. He
talked to many artists in the
Province, particularly here in St.
John's, he met with the Artists'
Coalition Executive, he c¢irculated
widely in the art community here
and he told all these artists that
he had been assigned a special
role in  culture. He sald his
minister had given him a special
mandate in the culture area,
presumably because the portfolio
is so huge and the workload 1is
impossible for the minister
himself .

At any rate, Mr. Baird told people
hither and yon that he had a
special arts assignment, My .
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Speaker. Furthermore, Mr. Baird
told artists that he would bhe
chairing the reactivated study
committee that is going to look at
the arts economy and the status of
artists in our Province.

Nows, Mr. Speaker, M, RBaird
actually dimpressed many of the

artists he spoke to. He seemed Lo
be personally interested in the
arts, and his presence at arts
performances over the past few
vears had been observed. Suddenly
Mr. Baird resigned, claiming that
the minister did not back him up.

Now, I asked the minister earlier
if the minister had, indeed,
authorized Mr. Baird to carry out
this special cultural assignment,
and whether the minister had
appointed him to chair Uthe study
committee. Surely the minister
could not have bheen unaware of Me.
Baird's activities din the arts
over the past five or six weeks;
He was quite wvisible din the arts
community and $St. John's. Is Uthe
minister trying to claim now that
the minister did not authorize Mr.
Baird to carry out theas
activities and make thesae
statements and chair the study
committee? Or did the Premier put
the clamps on the relationship
between thae ministar and nis
executive assistant?

SOME HON. MEMBERSG:
Hear, hear!

What 1is the explanation For the
breakdown in Lhe relationship
between the minister and Mr. Baird?

AN HON. MEMBER:
The Emperor intervened agatn.

MS VERGE:
Mr . Speakear, Lhe word on the
street 1is that a power struggle
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developed between Mr. Baird and
the professional public servants
in the Department of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs and that while
the minister had authorized Mr.
Baird to meet with artists and to
chair the committee, when the
senior public servants objected -
possibly people are speculating -
and complained to the Premier, the
minister sided with the public
servants and, if vyou 1like, sawed
off the limb of the tree on which
poor Mr . Baird found himselfF
precariocusly perched.

Mr. Speaker, now that Mr. Baird
has gone, would the minister tell
the House who will be chairing the

study committee and will the
comnittee he able to get to work
as quickly as the minister

promised? I know the minister is
familiar with the study committee,
because I heard him discussing it
on CBC radio. Mr, Speaker, will
the minister say who will take
over the committee now? And, when
will the committee report to the
minister?

Finally, does the minister have
answers ko ny questions about
funding being provided by him and
his department to artists
circumventing the Arts Council and
violating the arms-length funding
principle? Particularly, can he
say now whether there nhas been a
decision made by his department,
without any involvaement of the
Arts Council, to give funding to
an amateur theatre group in
Gander? Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial AfFfairs.

MR. GULLAGE:
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Mr. Speaker, let me answer the

last question first. I said I
would find out about that
particular dgrant the hon. menmber
speaks about, and I will. I have

no knowledge of it right now, bhut
I will certainly find out and
answer the hon. member.

Let me ga  back to the nain
question which has been asked,
concerning the mandate of an
executive assistant, whether it be
Jim Baird or otherwise. I guess
what you are asking me to do s
explain what an execukive
assistant does? It sounds that
way, because, apparently, @uan
though you were a minister, you do
not understand.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Lo not joke about 1it, because it
is a serious matter.

MR. GULLAGE:
Yes, 1t 1s a serious matter.

MS VERGE:
I had ny executive with me For ten
years .,

MR. GULLAGE:

Whatever nandate an exacut lve
assistant thinks he or she has, i
1s clearly not that of developing
policy and 4t ds not that of

administering a department or any
part of & portfolio in )
ministry. Sa drrespective of whal

an executive assistant wmay think
his mandakte is, it 1is clearly nok
developing policy and not doing
administration. Having said that,
that is probably enough Lo say,
because 1t 1is very clear as Lo
what an executive assistant does
not do. He does not do that. So,
it he wanted to pretend that he
could do it, and he had & mandate
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to do it, that is not my problem.
But I cannot permit that sort of
thing to happen. Obviously, as a
minister my role dis to develop
policy. The people who are
underneath my ministry, my deputy
minister and assistant deputy
ministers and SO on, have a
mandate to carry out and
administer the department. Now,
that is clear and the hon. member
should know that.

As far as the arts study is
concerned, we have had dialogue
with the Arts community since we
have been elected and we fully
intend to put a chairman in
place. We consider the arts study
very important, and I have said to
that group that we are going to
put a chairman in place. We want
to reactivate the study which was
dormant over the last year. We
were not 1in office, 1f you will
remember, the hon. wmember was in
office. That study was dormant.
I want that group reactivated
under a new chairman. I have said
to them very explicitly, I would

like a report from you by
September, and 1 would like

interim reports 1in the meantime.
If you have something of worth
that you think we should act upon,
then I would like to hear about it
baefore September.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand Bank.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, MATTHEWS:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I appreciate the applause from
members opposite, Mr. Speaker, but
I wish they would not take up my
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valuabhle time. Being a man of
very few words, who does not speak
very often in this House, I would
appreciate having mny Five
minutes. Of course, you can tell
the difference in the behavior of
those opposite when the Premier is
not here. I would suggest he is
not here because he 1s very busy
thumbing through conflict of
interest statements. If there is
onhe conflict of dnterest statement
he cannot find, it is being
amended by the Minister of
Justice, I would suggest, at the
present moment.

As well, Mr, Speaker, I would just
like +o say to the Minister of
Municipal and Provincial Affairs
that the comnents I made in the
budget debate a few days ago are,
I think, coming home to roost, in
that the Premier in reducing the
size of the Cabinet by
consolidating has brought certain
divisions of this government Lo a
standstill, brought them to a
standstill, Mr. Speaker, and 1t is
starting to show already. Instead
of giving $3 million to the
Economic Recovery Team, he should
havea put three more people in
Cabinet and perhaps gouveernmnent
would function.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS:

The real reason I am standing
today, Mr. Speaker, is Lo addroess
the $100 million man, bthe Minister
of Finance, who in his Budget
Highlights, Mr. Speaker, and in
his budget document, outlined a
number of increases for Lthe peoplo
of the Province: a tobacco tax, on
children's clothing the growth
tax, fuel tax, corporate income
tax, personal dincome tax, and he
outlined fees for drivers' vehlcle
registration would be dincreased by
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5 per cent. Then he goes on and
he says 'a number of miscellaneous
fees are to be increased.' A
number of miscellaneous fees will
be increased.

I hear the rabbit tax being
brought up. Well, I am wondering
today if, perhaps, in the
miscellaneous fees the people of
the Province are not yet aware of,
the minister has indeed taxed
rabbit wire, 1if he has taxed the
snares they are now going to put
out in the woods. Or is he going
to tax the runs or what people
find 1in the runs? Is he is going
to tax that, Mr. Speaker?

But my point is, in the Estimates
Committee last night the minister
outlined that there are a number
of fees - we were able to force
bhis infFormation out of the
minister over the objection, 1
might add, of the member for Mount
Scioc - Bell Island, who earned the
reputation last night of being a
muzzler, he did not want any
questions asked of +the wminister,
the real muzzler of the Comnittee.

AN HON. MEMRER:
I thought he was quzzler,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Nao, he 1s a muzzler.

But certain fees have been
increasaed. Waiters licences have
gone up from $5 to $15; inspection
faasg from $50 to $75; brewers
retail licences from $100 to $200;
brewers agents fees from $50 to
$100; brewers distributors fees
from $100 to $200. Now, we forced
that information out ofF the
minister last night.

In this House, for the last two or
three weeks, since the budget was
brought down, we have consistently
asked Lhe minister for
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information. We have not gotten
any information yet; most of the
time he refuses to get to his feet
and answer a question.

MR. SIMMS:
(Inaudible) in ten seconds.

MR, MATTHEWS:

Well, all I am saying to the
minister 1s we would appreciate
having a full 1list tabled din this
House of all fees that have bean
increased din his budget so that
the people of the Province krow
exactly how much tax has been
increased in this budget. What do
miscellaneous fees in your Budget
Highlights refer to? What are
they?

Again, I would like to remind the
minister of the point I made in
Question Period today, and at {he
Committee meeting last night,
because there i1s a glaring @nount
of money under Inland Fish and
Game Licences projected Ffor this
year over last year; & half
million dollars inore this vyear
than last vyear on a $2 willion
allocation, or $2 million reverue
generator, and Lhat is very
significant.

AN HON. MEMBER:
That might be fresh water rabbits.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Now that may be just what it is.
That may be what it 1s. It might
e something like that.

That is an i1tem we pilcked out lastk
night. Of course, we did not get
Me answer last night and we could
readily accept that . The
officials were there. They could
not give it either. One of the
officials attempted to slough if
off, I might say, and came up with
the reason being the time Lhe Lax
was dmposed din  the Jast fiscal
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year and what would happen in this
fiscal year. But that was a very
weak argument, because when you
look at the revised estimates, you
see that $2,130,000 came in last
year. That 1s what came in, yet
the minister is projecting
$2,630,000 this year. And that
$500,000 idncrease 1is very, very
suspicious, particularly in light
of the fact that the minister did
not inform the House of all the
liquor-related dincreases 1in his
budget; he mentioned vehicle
licences and registration. So
there is obviously & cover-up. It
is a sort of sneak tax.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

AN HON. MEMBER:
There is a tax on Tories.

MR. MATTHEWS:

A tax on Tories? Yes, there is.
of course more Tories in the
Province are being taxed than
Liberals, because, again, 48 per
cent are Tories and 47 per cent
are Liberals. So, yes, Tories are
paying more.

MR. MURPHY:
We do not need to tack them when
you have nails.

MR. MATTHEWS:

Yes, 01ld Landslide now, we nailed
them. 0ld Landslide, himself, two
votes. Two votes!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please! Order, please!

MR. MATTHEWS:

Mr. Speaker, I would appreciate
the Minister of Finance answering
those questions.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. gentleman's time is up.
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR, KITCHEN:

Mr. Speaker, that crowd were nol
in office long enough to
turnaround before they put on a
rabbit tax, SO that every
youngster who went cabtching
rabbits had to pay for the
privilege.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

And they have the gall to come and

question things we do, lLel e say
this: During the past seventeaen
years, everything and everyone has
heen taxed. There were more

nuisance taxes in this Province
raised and operated and brought in
by that hon. group opposite than
ever before in this Province.
Everything and everybody is taxed;
the tax on waiters, ddentification
cards, birth certificates,
nuisance, nuisance, nuisance!

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

My . Speakear, thare 1is  only ono
thing they did not tax, and for
the past seventeen years there has
heen open season on Liberals as
these people put in thair
patronage tactics.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:
Every board one hundred per cent
Tory.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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DR. KITCHEN:

Every government contract, Tory,
They even brought their campaign
managers in and made them deputy
ministers,

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker, we are not going to -

MR. SIMMS:
Answer the questions.

DR. KITCHEN:

This dis why we were elected, and
we are not going to retaliate by
declearing open season on Tories.
We are not going to do it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

I am seriously considering, in the
next budget, though, bringing in
two taxes, one on mawmouths and
one on lippers.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member did
ask a question last night about
the dincreases under the fish and
game, the $1.5 million increase.
I told him then that I would get
the 1information. He asked wme, and
I was not able to get it before
Question Period this afternoon.
He asked me again 1in Question
Period. I still did not have the
answer., But now I have been able
to find out the answer to this
question.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:
Thanks to the courtesy of the
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Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture, I will deliver this:
$350,000 of the $500,000 increase
is due to dncreased quotas for
moose and caribou licenses for the
1989 season.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

Most of the remainder, M,
Speaker, 1s for the implementation
of fee increases that were
introduced in the 1988 budget.

SOME HON., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

DR. KITCHEN:

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are seriously
considering, after discussion with
ministers ~ I do not want Lo nake
this a formal promise or
announcement - reviewing all these
nuisance taxes and Foes and
eliminating all those we can, all
those Tory nuisances. Thank vyou,

Mr. Speaker.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

MR. MATTHEWS :
A point of order, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I just want to say to the hon.
minister, on & point of oarder,
that I knew the answers Lo Lhose
questions. Rut I wantad the
minister to know them as well, and
that is why I asked the questions.

MR. SPEAKER:
There is no point of order.
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The hon. the Government House
Leader.

MR. BAKER:

Just briefly to that point of
order. Mr. Speaker, it is obvious
that there is no point of order

once again, For about the
hundredth time din the last few
weeks . Obuiously the member

opposite must have k nown the
answer, because they were the ones
who introduced those taxes in the
first place.

MR. SPEAKER:

This House now stands adjourned
until tomorrow, Ffriday, at 9:00
a.m.
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Question:

On Order Paper 11/89, Mr. Len Simms (Grand Falls) asked that the
following information be laid upon the Table of the House:

An itemized list of travel expenditures incurred by the
Minister, his Executive Assistant or any member of the
Minister’s personal or Departmental staff who may have
accompanied him since May 5, 1989.

Answers

Minister:

Date Purpose of Trip Location Cost

1989-05-12 - Canadian Paraplegic Corner Brook $356.00
Association
- Annual inspection L N
of 511 Humber Annual
Cadet Squadron

1989-05-19 - Officially Corner Brook $380.20
representing Government -
at the 60th Annual Lions
Atlantic Canada Convention

1989-06-09 - Federal/Provincial Charlottetown, $1,265.21
Meeting of Attorneys P.E.I.
General

Deputy Minister:

1989-06-09 - Pederal/Provincial Charlottetown, $1,049.09
Meeting of Attorneys P.E.I.
General
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Question: /
On Order Paper 11/89, Mr. Len Simms (Grand Falls) asked that the
following information be laid upon the Table of the House:

An itemized list for any office equipment, pexrsonal

equipment, furnishings and photographs purchased for the
Minister’s Office since May 5, 1989.

Answer:

Three certificates were framed by the Department of
Works, Services and Transportation; however, there was
no cost to the Department for this service.
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GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
East Block

Office of the Minister
Confederation Building Complex
St. John’s, Newfoundland A1C 5T7

June 21, 1989

Mr. Speaker,

I wish to table a 1list of temporary 1loans raised

pursuant to Section 44 and Section 45 of the Financial

Administration Act, 1973, as amended. I am tabling this list

in accordance with the requirements of Section 45 of the Act.

L

HUBERT W. KITCHEN
Minister of Finance

Telex 016-4132
Telepkone (709) 576-2942 Fax (709) 576-2070



Statement Of Overdrafts

For The Feriad March 10, 1988 — May 23, 1989

Date Borrowed Amount Date Faid
March 16 ,1988 1,273,220.02 March 17
March 18 ,1988 2,338,693.81 March 21
March 25 ,1988 4,882,929.49 March 28
April S ,1988 13,340,339.30 April &a
April 7 ,1988 7,273,575.72 April 8
April 8 ,1988 188,391.87 April 11
April 11,1988 7,361,760.93 April 12
April 15 ,1988 2,391,154.98 April 18
April 18 ,1988 3,174,124.61 April 19
April 19 ,1988 12,859,909.58 April 20
April 22 ,1988 1,554,106.16 April 25
April 25 ,1988 2,132,584.78 April 26
May 9 ,1988 4,618,757.20 May 10
May 10 ,1988 1,814,715.16 May 11
June 3 ,1988 434,201.17 June &
June 8 ,1988 1,898,763.32 June 9
June 15 ,1988 1,471,940.84 June 146
July 25 ,1988 4,092,496.08 July 26
August 1 ,1988 19,616,602.63 August 2
August 4 ,1988 11,189,454.55 August S
August 10 ,1988 1,098,874.28 August 11
August 17 ,1988 11,2596,363.37 August 18
August 25 ,1988 1,292,821.97 August 24
August 30,1988 1,729,179.73 fugust 31
September 1 ,1988 20,894 ,60&6.31 September 2
September 2 ,1938B 44 ,029.36 September o
September 9 ,1988 336,384.62 September 12
September 12 ,1988 7,295,448.37 September 13
September 13 ,1988 41,318,3046.62 September 15
September 23 ,1988 1,290,674.36 September Z&
October 3 ,1988 3,469,870.03 October 4
October 7 ,1988 4,024,820.74 Octaber 11
October 13 ,1988 783,583.40 October 14
Cctober 18 ,1988 5,259,206.46 October 19
October 26 ,1988 1,195,580.36 October 27
Octaber 28 ,1988 2,068,700.63 October 1
Navember 7 ,1988 b75,254.06 November 8
November 14 ,1988 6,076,246.26 November 15
November 1S ,1788 7,033,170.16 Naovember 1&
Decemper 1 ,1988 2,108,3892.97 December 2
December 8 ,1988 970,914.358 December 9
December 19 ,1988 679,596.78 December 20
December 21 ,1988 8,660,524.25 December 22
December 22 ,1988 3,784,175.51 December 23
January Z0 ,1989 2,009,017.26 January 21
Feoruary 1 ,1989 584,5464.02 February 1
February 2 ,1989 1,904,021.08 February 3
February g ,1989 1,524,025.23 February ?
February 10 ,1989 2,964,099.97 February 13
February 24 ,1989 10,663,5892.7S February 27
March 2 ,1989 3,240,702.869 March 3
March 3 ,1989 S541,042.18 March 4
March 10 ,1989 3,762,000.85 March 13
March 17 ,1989 1,359,6831.48 March 20
March 23,1989 4,899,425.03 March 7
Apral 7 ,198%9 11,932,882.44 April 10
Aol 10,1989 10,879,592.51 April 11
Apral 11,1989 7,953,028.17 Apr1l 5
April 12,1989 Z,404,448.17 April 13
Aprail 13,1989 6,141,092.94 April 14
April 17 ,1989 7,977,716.73 April 18
April 18 ,198%9 S,453,745. 66 April 19
April 19 ,1989 12,718,824.03 April 20
April 25 ,1989 245,919.23 April 24
April 28 ,1989 12,383,793.11 May 1
May 2 ,1989 g,359,689. 44 May i)
May S . lwdw 4, 605,375.98 May 4
Pl D, LYy Lawal /L. Moy =}
May 10,198y 1,180,737, May 11
Meéy 11,1989 I,284,847.462 May 12
May 15 ,1989 17,310,773.48 Mav | Y
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Statement Of Temporary Borrowings Via

Province 0Of Newfoundland Treasury Bill Issues

Interest
Amount Rate Date Issued
?,794,050 8.434 March 17 ,1988
9,790,450 8.385 March 24 ,1988
9,790,800 8.570 March 31 ,1988
?,789,1350 8.639 April 7 ,1988
2,787,180 8.722 April 14 ,1988
9,784,500 8.834 April 21 ,1988
9,783,200 8.889 April 28 ,1988
9,783,200 8.889 May S ,1988
9,782,000 8.939 May 12 ,1988
9,783,200 8.889 May 19 ,1988
2,781,570 8.958 May 26 ,1988
9,774,800 ?.241 June 2 ,1988
9,773,300 9.304 June 9 ,1988
9,774,600 9.249 June 16 ,1988
9,776,350 F.176 June 23 ,1988
9,775,200 9.224 June Z0 ,1988
9,774,700 <245 July 7 ,1988
9,772,700 9.329 July 14 ,1988
9,773,200 9.308 July 21 ,1988
9,772,000 9.3358 July 28 ,19498
9,772,000 F.358 August 4 ,1588
9,767,350 ?.354 August 11,1988
9,763,400 ?.720 August 18 ,1988
?,7461,300 ?.800 August 25 ,1988
2,796,210 F.993 September 1 ,1988
9,754,100 10.112 September g ,1988
25,980,200 10.040 September 13 ,1988
9,747,850 10.37S September 15 ,1988
9,747,300 10.399 September 22 ,1988
9,747,360 10.396 September 29 ,1%88
9,748,700 10.339 October & ,1988
9,747,300 10,390 Octaober 13 ,1988
2,749,950 10.287 October 20 ,1988
2,748,700 10, Z39 October 27 ,1988
?,744,100 10.534 November T ,1988
2,739,040 10.748 November 10 ,1988
9,739,950 10.710 November 17 ,1988
9,739,450 10.730 November 24 ,1968
9,736,900 10.838 December 1 ,1988
2,732,730 11.014 December 8 ,1988
9?,731,96Q 11.040 December 1S ,1988
2,754,280 10.230 December 22 ,1988
9,733,200 10.995 December 29 ,1988
P, 734,000 10.961 January 5 ,1989
9,729,150 11.166 January 12 ,1989
9,724,930 11.344 January 19 ,1989
Q,725,7900 11.304 January 26 ,1989
9,725,610 11.316 February 2 ,1989
9,723,600 11.402 February ? ,1989
49,970,300 10.850 February 13,1989
3,719,900 11.559 February 16 ,1989
3,713,300 11.405 February 23,1989
9,709,090 12,018 March 2 ,1989
9,710,350 March 9 ,1989
9,709,500 March 16 ,1989
9,704,250 March 23 ,1989
9,705,000 March 30,1989
9,704,100 & April & ,1989
9,703,250 12.2a7 April 13,1989
29,954,000 April 14 ,1989
9,700, 700 7S FHpril 20,1989
G, a7, 200 12,439 S oApril 27,1989
RV TR 12,427 hacy 4 . t¥8?
EWARD It My 11, LYaYy
AR IpTN] 12, L4u rlaty ty 4 LlvdYy
9,704,900 12,196 May 2% ,1989

Date Redeemed

June
June
June
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August
September
September
September
September
September
Dctober
October
October
Octabetr
November
November
Navember
November
December
December
September
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
February
February
February
February
March
March
March
March
March
April
April
April
April
May

May
February
May

May

June
June
June
June
June
July
July
April
July
July
August
Hugus c
August
fugust
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1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1983
1988
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1988
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1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
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1989
1989
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1989
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1989
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GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

Office of the Minister East Block

Confederation Building Complex
St. John’s, Newfoundland A1C 5T7

June 21, 1989

Mr. Speaker,

In accordance with the requirements of Section 51 of the

Financial Administration Act, I wish to table a 1list of

guaranteed loans paid by the Province during the previous

financial year.

L.k

HUBERT W. KITCHEN
Minister of Finance

Telex 0164132
Telephone (709) 576-2942 Fax (709) 576-2070



Pursuant_ to Section 51, Paragraph 3, of the Financial
Administration Act, the following is a list of the guaranteed
loans paid out by the Province since the last Sitting of the
House.

Payments
Principal {principal & interest)
Amount Made During The Period

Company Guaranteed 88-03-17 to 89-06-20
Atlantic Ocean Parms

Limited $ 270,000 $ 273,058.76
Port-au-Port Seafoods

Limited $ 150,000 $ 155,576.70
Brig Bay Fisheries

Limited $ 150,000 $ 155,822.59
Island Tile and Slate

Limited $ 250,000 $ 260,238.54
Bradshaw's Cove Fisheries

Limited $ 200,000 $ 200,000.00
Ichthus Sea Products

Limited $ 200,000 $ 207,559.77
Easteel Industries

(1984) Limited $1,349,000 $1,394,740.48
Fisheries Loan Board

Bank Loan Guarantee Program:

Mr. Thomas Pittman $ 57,052 $ 53,031.28

* In addition to the principal amount, the Province guarantees
the interest accuring thereon as well.





