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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER (Lush):
Order, please!

We have a visitor in the the
Speaker's Gallery, Mr. W. J.
Chafe, a resident of St. John's.
Mr. Chafe was Chief Dispatcher
with the Newfoundland Railway and
later the CN Railway. He is the
author of I've Been Working On
The Railway, a song that has made
us all happy from Eime to time.
Mr. Chafe is 93 years young. on
behali of all members, T would
1ike to welcome him to the Gallery
today .

somi- HON. MEMBERS !
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Also, we would 1ike to welcome &
delegation from the Council of
Wabush in the persons of the
Mayor, Mr. Bill Kelly, Councillor
Jim Skinner, and Town Manager
Keith Warren.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

also, we would like to welcome
sone students. We have
twenty-five Grade [II students
with four chaperons and their
teacher, Yuvonne Dawe , from Vaters
Elementary here in St. John's.

SOME [ION. MEMRBELRS:
Hear, heoar!

MR. SPREAKER:

We would also 1ike to welcome
twenty-~eight cadets with Lhelr
leaders Bob Greene, Madonna
Roberts and Trudy Taylor, from
Gurnners Cove.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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Statements by Ministers

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr . Speaker, on behalf of the
Premier and this government, it is
my pleasure to announce that the
Province has successfully
conpleted negotiabions far a
public offering of debentures in
Lhe United Shates capital market.

The lilssue is for an amount of $150
million in United States dollars
bearinyg interest at the rate of 9
per cent and priced at 99 ancd 1/8
off the principal amount to yield
9.09 per cent. This, Mr. Speaker,
repraesents the lowest interest
rate Lthe Province has paid for a
long term issue in either the
Canadian or United States markets
since 1973. The debentures will
be dated June 1, 1989 and will
nature June 1, 2019, with the
bondholders having an early
redemption option on June 1, 2004.

The dissue 1is managed by Merrill

Lynch Capltal Markets, Salomon
Brothers Incorporated, RBC
Dominion Sacurities Corporation
and ScotiaMcleod (USA)

Incorporated. proceeds from the
borrowing will be used for general
provincial purposes and to refund
& maturing u.s. dollar debt
Lssue, T am pleased Lo state, Mr.
gpeaker, that the dissue was very
well recelved by the investment

community and saw a lot of
interest from a large number of
the major insurance, trust and
pansion funds in the Unlted
Stutes. The official signing of

the new issue will take place in
New York on June 1, 1989.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!
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MR. SPEAKFR:
The hon. Che member For Grand Bank,

MR. MATTHEWS:
Thank vyou vary much, Mr. Speaker.

I would First of all like to thank
the hon. Minister for being so
kind as to Forward a copy of his
statement to  my office before
coming to the House, and that
courtesy is certainly welcomed.

It is very encouraging, indeed, to
see the lowest interest rate since
1973, 9 per cent, in the United
States noney market, but I guess
that begs the question, what rate
would we have received if we had
gone to Japan or Switzerland or

some other money market. As well,
of course, there is a very
compelling statement in the
statement for me asg a former
Minister of the pastk
administration, I think the

interest rate and the interest
shown in the debentures reflects a
confidence Lr the Hay he
Province's affairs were handled in
the past.

SOME HON. MEMBERS
Hear, hear!

MR. MATTHEWS :

Mr. Speaker, it will bpe quite
interesting to see what happens 1in
the next twelve to  twenty-four
months with the credit rating and
the interest rates on future bonds
to be floated by the Province.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon . the
Opposition,

lLeadar of the
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

M. Speaker, my question is to the
hon. the Premier, The Premier
indicated in the House in debate
on Thursday that his
administration will not be
interested 1in band-aid solutions
in trying to solue the economic
problems that Fface Newfoundland
and lLabrador. Certainly, while
that dis not an novel approach 1t
is an noble approach and we admnire
the government for taking that
position. In view of the presernt
long--term crisis facing the
fishery of Newfoundland and
Labrador, mr. Speaker, and in view
of the horrendous negative dmpact
on this Province, can the Premier
tell the House what proposals his
administration have developed to
date, have made to  the federal
governmernt, or are about to make
o thae Frederal government to
lessen the economic impact of the
horrendous Failure, long-term,
that ds facing the fishery in

- Newfoundland and Labrador over the

next five or six years?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr. Speaker, just before T answer
the question, with the House's
permission, I would mote that this
is the first time a member on
behalf of a government has stood
to answer a question in this House
for nearly a year, and I say to
all members Present that that will
not happen again.

SOME_HON., MEMBERS;

Hear, hear!

PREMIER WEILLS:

Now, to deal with the question:
Fhe  government has Faken steps.
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We have had meetings with
representatives of the federal
govermnent. We have been
preparing a position. We are
preparing to deal with the

situation that we expect to arise,
because everybody who rationally
looks at it expects that late this
year the Government of Canada will
confirm the reduction. It is not
definite yet, they have not made a
decision, but we are not going to
wait until that decision is wmade
and then be 1in a position where we
do not have time to raespond. We
have met with Mr. Croshie and
other faderal representatives and
we have worked out an arrangement
with them to work co-operatively.
We must bear in mind that the

federal government has the
exclusive jurisdiction in Lhe
management of the fFisheries. They

have had the responsibility for
the fisheries. wWhether it was
mismanagenent, bad management,
poor management, no management,
negligent management or just bad
luck that caused the situation, it

is a federal responsibility.
Fortunately this Province is not
saddled with the financial

consequences of being responsible
for that bad management, so Wwe
have left the responsibility where
it belongs to provide the funding
to deal with it, with the federal
government. Now, we have taken
preliminary stups to work
co-operatively with the federal
govermnent ro work out the best

long-—term solution. It dis not
going ko serve anybody for me ho
start the negotiations through
ques tion and answers in Lhe
llouse. I have to work directly
with the winisters involuvaed and
not do it in @ public way. But

suffice it to say Fhe Uthrust that
we are taking is to recognize the
dimension of the problen and
recognize that no matter what, we
s+1l1ll have a laryge portion of our
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people than we should have
dependent upon the fishery. There
is not enough coming out of the
fishery, the fishery had not
demonstrated enough potential in
the past to provide that, so we
are asking the federal government
to work with us to try and find
long-term solutions, and that is
the thrust that we will be taking.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
lear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Laadar of the

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr . Speaker, Lhe fact of the
matter is that in 1989 there was a
31,000 ton reduction in 2J+3KL cod
made available. Everybody in this
Province knows there will be @
further 45,000 ton reduction
probably recomnended for 1990.
That 1is 76,000 tons that is going
to impact on thousands of people
in hundreds of comnunities. Now,
I ask has the Premier, on behalf
of  his administration, made any
commitment to the faederal
government to get involved 1in any
national program that wight be
developed, and must be developed,
to address Ltivis major crisis?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER WELLS:

The answer 1s simple and I gave
it.,  We have made @& commitment wnd
we will be working with the
Facderal comnititee -

AN HON. MEMBER:
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(Inaudible),

PREMIER WELLS:
If the menbersg want an answer, I

will answer . L not, T will sir
down , If they do rnot want an
answer, T will sit down. Now, M,

Speaker, the simple answer is we
have met with Mp. Croshie, we have
talked with Mpr. Siddon, we have
met with Mp. McKay and okhers, and

we have proposed an approach. We
have got, initially, a very good
response from the federal
government representatives . We
have established a committee of
the Newfoundland Cabinet
consisting of the Minister of
Fisheries (M, Carter), the
Minister of Development (Mr,

Furey), and myself, to he involved
ds a committee to work with the

federal committes, We will do
that, We have proposed solutions
for their consideration. We will

be proposing more, and we will
Propose a method to deal with it,
That method is in the process of
being put 4into operation. Yes, we
have taken steps.

MR. SPEAKER:

Tha hon, the Leader of the
Opposition.

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr . Speaker, a Final
supplementary. Mr . Speaker,
obviously the Premier has chosen
not to answer the question, Let
me ask him fthis: Who 1is 4t, on

behalf of the government of
Newfoundland and Labrador, who
will lead for the government of
Newfoundland and Labrador on this
most dimportant issue? Is it the
Premier? Is 4t the Minister of
Fisheries, or g it some other
minister?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,
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PREMIER WELLS:

It is me, Mp. Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The member For 3t
Capes.

Mary's - the

MR. HEARN:

My questions also are to the
Premier. The Premier mentioned,
when he was answering the first
question, that there are too many

pPeople involued in the fishery. I
ask him, dis he advocating anothep
resettlement programn like the

first Liberal Premier we had in
the Province? :

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier,

PREMIER WELLS:

Mr, Speaker, we are simply
recognizing the fact, and our
praeliminary discussions with the
federal representatives indicate
clearly that they recognize the
fact that too great a proportion
of  our population is  dependent

upon the fishery resources., We
haye got Lo provide other
alternative sources of idincome fop
our paople, dand that: is the

failure of the former government
that we cintend to addiress, Mp.
Speaker, That is what I aim
saying, facing reality.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St.
Mary's - the Capes.

MR. HEARN:

Mr.  Speaker, he could have said
"burn your boats', which would
have swnmarized: it in three
words , The Premier has set up a
special cabinet comnittee to deal
with the present crisis. I ask,
seriously: Would he considar
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saetting up an all-party comnittee
of the House, where we could have
a greater range of experience, in
dealing with the serious situation?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Premier.

PREMIER WELLS:

If an all-party compittee wants to
get together to discuss it, I have
no basic objection. But it 1is the
committee of cabinet that will
deal with the Govermaent of Canada .

SOME  HON. MEMBERS :
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for St. Mary's
Lhe Capes.

MR. HEARN:

The Premier siated in  answed to
one of the original gquestions that
he would be chairing bthe special
committee, that he would be
dealing with the problem. e s
also chairing the +Lhree member
committee he has set up, and I
understand he 1s leading the way.
I wonder why he did not axe his
Minister of Fisheries (Mr. Carter)
and save us some nmore money
instead of axing a competent
Deputy Minister of Fisheries?

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:

Is +the hon. the member For St.
Mary's - the Capes repeating his
question?

MR. HEARN:

T asked, Mr. Speaker, if he 1is
going to Chair all ihe compiiteas
himself, including the recent one
he sebl up, why  do we nead A
Minister of risheries?

PROMLER WEL LS
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That is another question, ancd I am
happy enough to answer 1it. That
was not the question that was
asked before.

Mr. Speaker, the answer 1is fairly

simple. After discussion with the
Minister of Fisheries and the
Minister of Development, we

agreed that this matter was of
such concern to the people of this
province, and 1in particular the
fishermen of this province and the
people working in the fish plants
of this Province, that we want to
give it the highest possible
priority. That is why the Premier
is involued.

SOME. HON. MEMBERS :
Hear, hear!

PREMIER WELLS:

Unlike *the Prime Minister of the
hon. member's party, who refuses
ko yet involued on behalf of
Newfoundland and deal with the
fForeign over Fishing and give pls o
the priorities, we are giving it
the priority it needs .

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Grand
Falls.

MR. SIMMS: -
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
ny friend, the Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture. I would
like the Minister to advise the
House, or inform the House, of his
gouernment's plans for this year's
aerial protection prograi. Would
rhe Ministar, wher he answers the
question, confirm that the 1989
infestation Foracastk shows a
marked decline in the hemlock
loopar problem hecause of , amang
other things, an effective aerial
protaciion proyran undertaken in
the past - and would he, at the
same lne, confirm that only 1,531
hectares are in the wmoderate to
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severe category as opposed to
118,000 hectares in 1988? Indeed,
I understand the scientists
predicted a total collapse of the
hemlock looper infestation by next
year, 1990, Perhaps the ministepr
could address those points?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Forestry,

MR. FLTGHT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I would have preferred if the
minister - the hon. member would
ask the various questions that he
posed asgs supplementaries and I
could have dealt with each one.
But, basically, the minister {ig
right - the member, I am sorry,
Force of habit dies hard, Mr.
Speakar, After Fifteen years
standing up and asking the
questions, The Speaker will hava
to give me directions because I
may well stand up one day, Sir,
and ask a question when indeed I
should bhe answering.

MR. SPEAKER:
The Speaker understands,

MR. FLIGHT:

The hon. membar L5 basically
right, I will be informing the
ilouse in the next day or so about
the government's intention with

regard Lo an aarial spray
prograi. On his assertions, I am
notk certain, Ehough, thek the

collapse of the hemlock looper opr
the lower level of infestation isg
@ direct result of the past spray
programs, There is no question
that the hemlock looper
infestation ig at a lower level
than it wasg last year, or lower
than it (as the previous vaar,
But whether op not it is a direct
result of the spray program, I am
not certain of that, and I doubt
very much if anyone alse is
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certain at this point din time.
However, it is lower, and T tell
the member in due course I will he
announcing to the House of
Assembly the government's proposed
forest proteciion progran for this
year, specifically against the
hemlock looper.

MR. SIMMS:

—_———

A supplementary, My, Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. Opposition House Leader,

MR. SIMMS:

Mr, Speaker, according to  some
remarks made by the minister in
the press, he has managed already,
in just a few short weeks now, to
alienate the Paper  companies in
this Provirice, by his remarks
recently in the weekend paper, I
am wondering if the minister will
he insisting on a very
heauy—handed, dictatorial
approach, because he has already
said publicly the Cabinet will
decide. And I  an wondering 4if
this is a Personal position of the
Mminister, long held? or will he
be taking the advice of the
profess ional people, his AN
officials, the federal scientists
daid the profess ional Forestars
from the paper companies, ~which,
in Facl, paid two thirds of the
tost of this particulapr program?
And  can e conf irm For the flouse
and for the people of the Province
that his QAN officlials d@re
recommending a ¢$1.2 million, 8,000
hectare Prograim during the coming
year, which would include areas of
siluiculturally treated dreds
running from Castors River to Main
Brook on the Northwestern area of
the Island?

SOME HON., MEMBERS :
dear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
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The hon. the Minister of Fotrestry.

MR. FLIGHT:

Mr, Speaker, with regards to the
specifics of the aerial spray
program, the minister will have to
wait until T, as Minister of
Forestry, 1is prepared to announce
to the hon. House the details of
that program, and that will come
very shortly. But I want to say
this +to the hon. member . He
himself would be jealous, would be
very proud of the relationship
that I have developed in two short
weeks with the paper companies.

sSoOME HON. MEMBERS .
Hear, hear!

MR, FLIGHT:
T have had discussions with the
various paper companies. They are

AWAT e bhat their concerns ancd
their ideas will get due
consideracion. Any Forest

protection program taken on by
this government, because of bkhe
fFact that it dmpacts soO greatly on
the paper companies - because, of
course, they cost share it - their
concerns, their itdeas will be
addressed, and no program will be
announced without input being
considered from the papenr
companies. But I have to say to
the minister that it is indeed a
fact that it 1is this Cabinet and
government that decides what spray
program or what forest protechtion
we will announce.

In as far as my alienating the
paper companies, nNo, Mr. Speaker,
I have not attempted, nor will I,
nor have T alienated the paper
companies. As I said, the
minister himself would be veiry
proud of the relationship that I
am developing.

MR. TOBTIN:
The member!
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MR. FLIGHT:

The member himself . But,
Furthermore, T might say that T
also have no desire to be krnown in
this Province as the Minister for
Abitibi-Price.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the
Leader.

Qpposition House

MR. SIMMS:

A final supplementary. The hon.
minister nead not  worry about
becoming known @s the Minister of
Abitibi Price. His hig challenge
1s to become known as the Minister

of Foresery, upholding the
responsibility of protecting this
Province's mo st important
resource. That is the thing he

should be worried about.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of the
fact that there is evidence that
recent spray programns in the past
with both Bt and fenitrothion have
obuiously proven to he effective
because of results; and in view of
the fact that there are very, very
serious concerns, which we will
not go into right now, about wood
supply shortages in the wvery near
Future; and in view of the fact
that there is enough product on
hand now Lo cover about 4,500
hectares of this spray progranm

product an hand -- and  to go arny
other way would cost the taxpayers
of this Province, unnecessarily,
in my view, an additional $40,000
or $50,000 for additional product,
T want to ask the minister once
again will he be taking khe aduice
of his QN officials and
proFessional people Tike them,
federal scientists and the other
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professional foresters who are
involved in this issue, will he be
taking the advises of his  own
officials and will he be dindeed
accepting the recommwendations that
all of these professional people
are putting forward? And . who 1is
going to take the laad in this
issue? Will it be the Premier or
will it be iLhe Minister of
Frorestry?

MR. SPFAKER:
The Minister of Forestry.

MR. FLIGHT:

Mr. Speaker, the wember, as T
stated earlier, will have Lo wait
until I am ready to make @&
decision to announce our forest
protection program in this House

of Assambly . Mes t of the
questions he has raised will be
answered when I make the

Ministerial Statement announcing

our program,

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the nember for Mount
Pearl,

MR. WINDSOR:

[ would Tike ko address o question
to the Minister of Criergy  (Mp.
Gibbons) . In Uian o Ehe
importance and the magnitude of
the limpending development of the
l.ower Churchill hydro-electric
potential, would the minister bell
the House what importance and what
priority he s putiing on  this
project, and what measures he has
taken to move these negot iations
along? Is the idintertie +to the

Island still an essential
component of the negotiations that
dare Laking place? Has he
authorized a negotiation comnittee
to continue with Lhese

negotiations towards reaching an
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agreement with Quebec?

MR. SPEAKER:
Fhe hon. the Minister of Mines and
Energy.

MR. GIBBONS:

Mr. Speaker, [ am pleased +to say
to the member for Mount Pearl, the
Formter Minister of Energy, that -t
is our intention to continue to
seeak an arranyement with the
Province of Quebec. Personally I
nave bheen briefed on  the matter
over the last few days and we will
be Following up on that in due
course,

MR. WINDSOR:
A supplementary, Mr.

Speaker,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon, the member for Mount
Pearl.

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to
hear the wminister is putting such
importance on these negotiations.
WouTd he, therefore, tell the
House why the meeting that was

scheduled for last week was
cancelled? Was it cancelled
because he had directions from the
Premier to do $s07? Was it

cancelled by ithe Govermnent of
Quebec because of the fact that

Uhe Praemier Fes alienated the
Government of Quebec? Was thig
the reason that Fhat meelbing was

cancelled? Is that the priority?

SOME HON, MEMRERS :
tlear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Mines and
rnerygy,

MR. GIBBONS:

Mr. Speaker, the meeting that I
had arranged with the Minister in
Quebec was arranged before the
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House was called for last
Thursday, and 1t was «a meeting Lo
be a courtesy visit by me to visit
him, -introduce mysalf, and L was
not to be a negotiating session as
such. That is left, as the hon.
member knows, to the proFessionals.

SOME HON. MEMBERS .
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the menber for Mount
pearl.

MR. WINDSOR:

1 have nevar haeard such a
cop-out. That was an ideal
opportunity to meet wi th the
winister. He waited until the

Housa was oper, and his excuse NOwW
is that the llouse is 1in session
and he does noi wan - to be away.

Is he going to wait another five

weeks? Why, indeed, would he
cancel that meeting of last
week? n meeting of Ehat nature

is critical. Why did he wait two
or three weeks hefore even Goinyg
to see Mr. Cimccia on having that

meeting? Who Ls the official
erergy speaker for the

gouernment? s it bthe Minister of
Cnergy or 1is it the Premier? Has
he had directions not to meet with
Mr, Ciaccia?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Mines and
Enerqgy.

MR. GIBBONS:
Mr. Speaker, as the hon. menber

says, we will continue the
negotiations in  due course. My
meeting with the Minister of
Fnergy for Quebhac was really only
a courtesy call. The

negotiat tons Wwill be done by the
appropriate people and  we will
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look for an
arrange men .

appropriate

MR. TOB(N:

Mr . Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:
I have a question for the Minister

of works, Services and
Trapsportatlon. Mr. Speaker, the
previous government, through
Minute—oF~Council 204, ordered
that there be a contract for two
el vessels ab the Marystown

Shipyard to service the people of
Rell Tsland. Mr. Speaker, when
the work was getting ¢slow at the
Marys town Shipyard and a greater
emphasis put on the need for the
ferries for Bell Tsland, « further
MCc, 308, ordered that hoth farries
be advanced to start Lhe  saune
time, with @ letter of dntent
sigyned by the Depubty Minister to
the Marystown Shipyard to start
these two vessels.

My question to  the winister 18
Why has he displayed such contempt
For kthe people of Bell fsland and
the employees of the Marystown
Shipyard by rescinding or reneging
on the MC and not living up to the

agreaement of the previous
gouernment?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Works,
services and Transportation.

MR, GILBERT:

T can tell the hon. member that
we, on this side of the House, i
govermnani, have our own agenda as
to  how we plan to operate the
department. a nd T owill let hiin k rnow
in due course.

SOMF HON. MFMBERS:
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Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN:

Mr. Speaker, have you ever seen
such arrogance displayed to the
people of Bell TIsland who need a
ferry service?

MR. SPEAKER:
Order, please!

T just want to ask hon. members if
Lhey would wait until I recognize

then. This w1l be for the
bernefit of Hansard. Three or four

carriec Gn
So I ask

members ro have
wilthout my recognition,
For that couriesy, please.
The member Fop Burin Placent ia
West,

MR. TFOB(N:

Mr. Speaker, now that the minister
has displayed such contempt to the
people of Bell Island who rneed the
ferry service to say that his
agenda is not going to fulfill the
comnitment Ethat was needed, now
that the people of the Marystown
area, the shipyard, are having to
leave the Province to work in the

shipyard in St. John, New
Brunswick, and other people are
unemployed because of tha
arrogarice contempt of - this

yovernmument, can  the Minister rell
us, Mr. Speaker, whethep it was
his decision, the decision of the
Premier, or the decision of the
Cabiinet to renege  on our position
and have Newfoundlanders
unemployed and the pPeople of 8ell
Tsland waiting for a ferry service?

MR. SPFAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Works,
Services and Fransporcat ion.

MR. GTLBERT:

I will tell the hon. member that
the decision wWas made, the
decision to provide the ferpries
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for Bell Island s there. We
recognize the fact tihat a
commitment was made to provide one
ferry, which we have already given
a contract for, As to the secand
one, it is under study - and the
commitment was there —

MR. TOBTIN:
It was (inaudible) .

MR. GLILBERT: .
I am rnot bound by the MCs of the

SPreviouns yovernmenl

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. GILBERT:

but It will he thare, and we
will be making the decision in due
course,

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Burin -
Placentia West,

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Speaker, my final
supplementary to the memnber, based
on  what he has just  said, is:

Have they rescinded the MC. Hasg
the MC been rescinded, Mr .
Speaker, or Jusi basically
ignored? Was the decision made by
him or fay e Premmiar, My,

Speaker? e may also answer, ip
this supplementary, whether the
government plans to have designed
and  constructed b Lhe Marystown
Shipyard & rew icebreaker type
Farry SErvice to sarvae the
rasidants of Fogo Tsland?

MR, SPEAKER:
The hon., the Minister of Works,
services and Transportation.

MR. GII.BERT:
The hon .

member  (wil] get the
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answers to all those questions 1in
due course.

SOME HON. MEMBIERS:
Near, hear!

MR, SPEAKER:
The member for Huinber East.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MS VERGE:

Mr. Speaker, I have & question for
the Minister of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs.

The position of Director of
Cultural Affairs, so vital to the
cultural life of the Province, has
bheen vacant since the end of
March . Is the government going to
£911 the position? 1F sou, how is
the position to be filled? Will
the Public Service Commission he
involued? When will it be filled?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial AffFairs.

MR. GULILAGE:
I would 1like to thank the hon.
member for her queshiton.

Yes, we do intend to  Fill  the
position of Director of Cultural

pfFfairs. T have had discussions
with the people of my department,
particularly in the Cultural

Affairs area, that along with the
consideration of Lhe integration
of ~the wvarious departments dinto
the portfolio. We will bhe
reappointing a director in due
course.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member fFor Humber

Fashb.

MS UERGE:
My, Speaker, will the Minister of
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Municipal and Provincial Affairs

consnli the arbisks of the
Province, +through the Provincial
Artisis Coalition and the

government's own Arts Council,
about the job description of the
Director of Cultural Affairs
hefore the position is advertised?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Propincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, I have already had
considerable discussion with the
arts and cultural community about
the focus of the department, the
philosophy and the thrust we are
going to take 1in the weeks and
months ahead. in fact, we will
consult bhefore appointing such a
director to that pos ition.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. the member for Green Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:

Mr. Speaker, I note, with saome
deyree of irony, T suppose, From
my old .nemesis, The Sunday
Express, bGhat the advertising for
ministers din @ courtesy sort of
way has been cut hack
considerably, if not eliminated,
by the Premier.

T would ask the Minister
responsible _ for Environment, in
light of the problems that the
recycling company ie dnto with
regard to alwainun cans, would not
money saved on advertisements in

the newspapers, of a courtesy
ministerial nature, best he spent
in prowmot ing environmental

consciousness and the picking up
of cang and bthe recycling of tham
by Newfoundlanders?

MR. SPEAKER:
The Minister of
Lands .

Erviromaent and
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MR. KELLAND:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

I am not sure 4if the memher's
question was all that clear, which
gives an indication that the
quality of questions 1s at the
same level the quality of answers
were in the previous
administration, but T will do my
best to give him some information.

The member may very well krow that
the botitliny companiaes have
undertaken the cost of the
recycling proyram when they are
talking about aluminum cans and
plastic botiles, TNRE Pk i %
certainly within the scope of this
department to present Ghe ideas of
recycling and a clean enuironment
to the public, and if dollars can
be found, if it seems to be
workthwhile, we will certainly
consider it

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:
llear, hewar!

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member for Green Bay.

MR. HEWLETT:

I also ask the minister g question
with regard to Come By Chance,
Has the nrinister recently wmet with
the municipal officials in Come By
Chance?

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

"MR. BAKKR:

In the normwal course of affairs,
M. Speaker, the asking of a
supplementary quesiion is supposed
to deal with matters coverad in
the original questjon to require a

Tikkle further information, A
little wmore faclual information
about. the original answer , This
1s  an entirely new question. I

wonder is the member awarea of Lhat?
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MR. SIMMS:

Mr . Speaker, to the point of
order, that really dis a silly
point of order to raise when there
are only three minutes left in
Question Period and a new mnemnber
is asking a question. He did not
ask a supplementary. He stood and
asked a question of the Minister
of Environment and l.ands a
separate question, which he 1is°
perfectly entitled to do, My,
Speaker, as you are aware, and he
does nok neead prompiing from the
hon. member opposite,

MR. SPENKER:

To that  point of  order, mnost
generally when a wmember is asking
questions  Lhe member does ask a
supplementary, but there is
noithing in the rules of the House
which says {hat the member cannot
ask another question to  another
minister,

MR. HEWLETT:
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

T ask the Minister responsible fopr
Environment 4if he has met or
spoken recently with municipal
officials in the Come By Chance
area with regard to the waste
situation in that area?

MR. SPEAKER:
Thea hor . Lhe Minitstaor of
Environment and Lands .

MR. KELLAND:

T inform the member Lhat I
personally  have not met with Lhe
municipal officials from Come Ry
Chance; however, my depariment g

in constant contact with the
sihuaiion. We are on top of khe
situation and will take the
appropriale sheps at: the

appropriate time,

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the wmember For Kilbride.
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MR. R. AYLWARD:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Municipal and
Provincial Affairs - I believe it
is called rnow.

Mr, Speaker, i view of the
Premier's promwise during the
election campaign Lo bring

fairness and equity into the
spending of our Province, and in
view of the shortness of the
conskruction geason in our
Province, Mr. Speaker, and in view
of the amount of peaple who are
saeeking employment opportunities
through the construction industry
in our Province, I ask the hon.
minister, Mr. Speaker, will he
immediately honour the approvals

given by the previous
administration, under the

lagislative jurisdiction which
were allowed at the +time, for
municipal capital Funding, which
has been announced already?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Murnicipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will
know  that  this s oA yovearmnant.
with a rnewl mandate. We are
dealing with that mandate and  the
questions he has asked will Dbe
addressed Forihcoming in the new
hudget.

MR. WINDSOR:
Are you waibting until Lhe
construction season is over?

MR. MATTHEWS:
Yes, by Christmas.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the member For Kilbride.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Mr . speaker, a supplemenbtary
question to the hon. wminister.
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Mr. Speaker, ik is well known that
we do not have a very long
consgbruction season in this
Province, and it is also well
Known, or  should be waell known,
that the projects that were
announced, were racommended by the
staff on & priority basis and were
ot made on Q@ political agenda.
So I ask the hon. minister if he
is  goiny Lo conk inue with the
recommendations of his staff, on a
priority basis, to start municipal
funding and capital works
1mnediately?

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Affairs.

MR. GULLAGE:

Mr. Speaker, I should remind the
member that this House has been
closed for over a year, and that
was not of our doing.

SOMF HON. MEMBERS:
Nobt true, Not true.

MR. GULLAGE:

Well, just under a year. We will,
in Facil., bhe dealing wibh the
matter of allocations for water
and  sewer  and coacs, done  on A
priority basis, as you said, by
the offFicials in the departiment,
and not on @& political basis 1in

any Way , and Lhat will be
fForthcoming. We understand the
Fact that ik is late in the seasaon
and the urgency, but that

announcement will be forthcoming.

MR. SPEAKER:
Quasbkion Peritod is Fintshed for
today.

Before going on to continue with
Orders of bthe Day, again on behalf
of hon. members, I would Tike to
welcome to the galleries today &
daelegabion From Twillingate,
consisting of Councillor Frank

No. 2 R60O



Guy, Councillor William Cooper,
and Councillor Harry Coopear.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

DR. KITCHEN:
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr.  Speaker, iy compliance with
fhe  Financial Administration Nt
1973, 7 would like to table before
the House the report af e
ARuditor General, along with The
Public Accounts, The Accounlts of
Croun Corporations, and The
Departmenial Observal ions an  the
report of the Auditor General for
the year ending 1988,

Orders of the Day

MR. BAKER:
Motion 1, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPFAKER:
Motion 1,

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr. Speaker, I wish to advise that
U have received a nessage fFrom lis
lornour the l;ieutenarﬂvmﬁouernorn

MR. SPEAKFR:

I, the lLieutenant-Governor of the
Province of NewlFoundland, transmit
Lstimates of Sums required for the
Public Service of the Province fop
Lhe yeapr ending the 31st day of
March, L1990 by way  of Interim
Supply and in accordance with the
provisions of The Constitulion
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Act, 1867, I recommend ‘these
cskimates to the House of Assambly.

The hon. the Minister of Finance.

DR. KITCHEN:

Mr- . Speaker, I move that the
message together with a bill be
referred to the Committee of
Supply.

On motion, that the House resoclue
itself inko Committee of Supply to
consider the message of His Hornour
Lhe lLieutenant Governor, M,
Speaker left the Chair.

Committee of the Whole

MR. CllnlrManN (Snow) :

Order, please!
Shall the resolution Carry?
Government House

The hon . the
iaadar,

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

This Interim Supply Bill, I would
like ko aexplain to members
opposite, dis a necessity at +this
point in time. Normally, 1in the

ordinary course of events, the
House would open L February,
sometime, a budget would bhe

brought down in early March and
Interim Supply would be asked for.

MR. SIMMS:
Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
Just so we can gei clear what we
are doing here, i is very
niusual, Nt least T do not recall
seeing it din my experience in the
Legislature, whore Aarn Tnterim
Supply Bill, proposed by the
Minister of Finance on behalF of
the government, is not dintroduced
by the Minister of Finance,
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MR. BAKER:
1t does not matter.

MR. SIMMS:

Somehow we have the President ol
Treasury Roard introducing it. It
seems Lo me, if you look through
precedents and everything, Mr .
Chairman, you will Find bthat the
Minister of Minance is the
individual who introduces ik, and,
of course, our side has prepared
For our Finance critic to respond
to the Minister of Finance and so
on. Perhaps the President of
Treasury Board can explain the
reason and the purpose For this
unusual move?

MR. BAKER:
ro that
Chairman,

point  of order, M.

MR. CIHAIRMAN:
The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.

MR. BAKER:

First of all, I would 1like to
remind the Government Nouse Leader
that Lhe government sets its own
order of speaking.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Opposition House Leader.

MR. BAKER:

Number o { have checked this
out, and the._ introduction of the
bill can be done by aither the
President of Treasury Board or Lhe
Minister of Finance. s a mabiber
of fact, it is probably more
appropriate. Bacause 1in a sense,
as the member who used to be
prosident of Treasury Board knows,
the whole Treasury Board process

perhaps involues the President of
Treasury Board in a lot of the
minor dekails wuch wmore $O than
any of the other ministers in
government. 50 perhaps ik is @&

better practice for the president
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of Treasury Board to handle the
regular introduction of the bill,
and the Minister of Finance can
answer questions and so on about
the various parks of the document
during the course of the give and

take in the tlouse. T would like
to sy once again to the
Oppositlon llouse leader thak it ts
proper for the President of

Treasury Board  ©o introduce  the
bill, and that is the decision we
made

MR. STMMS:
Not to prolong the agony, but it
is Qupportant, because, as T said,
I do not recall it ever happening
befora. n ny days in bhe
Legislature I have seen no one
other than the Minister of Finance
introduce the Interim Supply Bill
and that 1s the reason T asked the
question. Now, if it is the
govermpent's intention to have the
President of Treasury Board
introduce TInterim Supply From row
on, then that is Fine.

MR. WELLS:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:
TE the non. the Pramier will just
relax now, I can get to my second

questioi. s ALt Fhaerefore bha
government's intention as well,
then, o have  the  Pres idant  of

Board read the budget
is brought down?

Treasury
next weak whern LU

AN HON. MEMBER:
(Inaudible).

That is & good
Chairman.

question, Mr .

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, please!

MR. BAKER:
To that point of order, Mr .
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Chairman,

This is a silly kind of ques tion,
Obviously, the Minister of Finance

reads the Budyget: Speech, Ik
matters little who introduces the
Interim Supply Bill. The

Opposition House Leader should sit
back and relax and enjoy himself
as much as possible and let us get
on with kthe business of governing
this Province.

MR. SIMMS:

M, Chairman, Finally Lo this
poinl of order. I am not trying
to play a silly game, I am trying
to make a legitimate point of
order, Because if you read the
front of the bhill that has been
distributed, the bill is preseniad
by the lHon . Hubert. Kitchen,
Minister of Finance,

MR. BAKER:
e has already presented it.

MR. STMMS .

T is  the Minister of Finance's
Interim Supply Bill, and therefore
it should be the Minister of
Finance who introduces it, I
cannot understand for one moment
why the Minister of Finance is not
being allowed Lo inkroduce his own
Interim Supply Bill, and that is
the point.

MR. BNAKFR:

One final point and that will be

all from we, Mpr, Chairman, Tha
Minister of Finance has  already
introduced the B{1. The B4i11l has

bean introduced. The Minister of
Finance has alraady dorne Lhak, and
I am simply speaking 1o +the B11l]
as the First speaker. That is the

order wo have decided on. We
decided o Ol ardaepr of
spaaking . Tt ds  as  simple as
that, e nexi  i{ime parinaps it

may be 1lhe Minisler of FCinance, or

maybe somebody else could dao it
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MR. CHAIRMAN :
Order, please!

To the point of order, there isg no
point of ordaer.

The hon., the President of Treasury
Board.

MR. BAKER:

As T was saying, the normal course
of procedure would be for the
budget to be brought -in early in
March, and an Interim Supply Rill
then brought: in ko give the
government money to tide it ouer
until the whole budget process was
completed, Normally, this Interim

Supply Bi1l would be Tor a peariod
of  two months maximum. This is

the  normal  procedure. However,
Mr. Chairman, in this province, 1in

recant yadars, thait  practice has
been seriously strayed from or
abused, be have the sibtuation now

where the House has not been open
For  eleven months . Normally the
House would have bean called
together in February bui was rnot
because members opposite made a
decision For their own reasons,

for whatever reason, It Was
cartainly not.  to carry on  the
business to the province., The
House W s not brought into
session, the business of the

Province was not carried on, and
members opposite went and got
Lieutenanthouernor's warrants, in
contravention of the advice of the

Comtroller General, to obtain
money to keep the government going

to  pay salaries counkil they
could get their leadership

convention or election over, or
whatever,

We, nouw, aftar winning the
elaction, el iy aver the
government of this Province, find
onrselves  in  he situation where
the money is running out fFrom the
WRAF E i G il Wi e impropmrly
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obtained. The tilouse should have

been called into session. In a
couple of days Tnterim  Supply
could have heen obhtained and then

the House dissolved, i they
wanted to do that. The House
should have been called Lnto

session. The money obtained from
the warranbs s now punning  out.
fu quickly as we possibly could we
opened the llouse, brought. in this
Tnterim Supply Bill and are now
presenting it ta the ilouwsea, e
woney is running oul. The amount
of money provided by warranis will
keep us going until the end of
this  wontdr, S0 Fhere  is  sole
urgency in getting this parlicular
bill passad.

The Interim Supply we are asking
for covers LwWo amounts: Tk covers
the amounl of the warrants,
$717,775,300, plus an additional
amount to keep us going for
another two months. These amounts
that we have requested are
essentially amounts Lo carry out
the normal housekeeping duties of
government; ko pay salaries and to
provide for ongoing regular
@axpenses. The amocunt heing askad
for 36 $1,]55,475,600. That
should keep us goiny for anobher
month or so, until the budgel can
be properly deali with in this
House .

Trterim Supply ds intended lo deal
only wi roagilar Housekaap ing
matl ters continuance of ongoing
government  proyrams anel projects

and i1 ds  not supposed to deal
with mew projects. When 1t does
deal wilh new projecls, these have

to be carefully armounced and
carefully pointed out in the
course of the Inkerin Supply

debate.

so T would like to point out at
this time thak included in  The
1989 - 1990 Interim Supply Bill,
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presently before the House for
consideration, are some new
capital account projects totalling
some  $81 million. These new
capital account projecks will be
described in some detail in  the

budyet, They are being included

in this Interim Supply for the
reason bhalb it is late in the year
and construction has to get
s tarbed, We have to proceed wikh
certain public works in this
Province, becausae i we waikb for
another month and a half for the
budget bo be complated, obuiously
the construction season is
offectively over, hecause then we
would have to get into the
Cendering process.

S0 included in this amount would
be approximately $16.8 million for
improvements and construction to
roads, approximately 8 mni.llion
for road and bridge
rehabilitation, $2.1 million for
bridges and causeways, and $54.1
million as part of Lthe highways

agreement with the federal
government. “That 1is a total of

$81 million, and it 1is included in
this Tnterim Supply Bill.

Mombers opposibe will appreciate,
and I have to be very frank and
nonas i at this point, the
difficully and the difficult
position we are current.ly in wikl
a hudget in the process of
praparailon, and  hringing in o an
Tnterim Supply Bill before the
budyat  is prasented and b ing Ly
in amounts that have to be
axplained in ihe Rudygel Speach and
in the budget process.

I feel that we are performing our
duties properly by pointing out
exactly what Lhis money is for in
terms of amounkts of money, $16
million for this, $8 million for
road and bridge rehabilitation,
$54 million for highways and $0
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on, I feel thal it 4s not proper

s this tiine to  detall  every
single  program, these will he
announced  in due course. qui e

are in the budget process.

T Lhink members opposite also must

appreciate that in Ihe discussion

of The Interim Supply Bill,
because of such a thing as budgei
secrecy and everything else until
the budget is brought out, that
there may not be a whole 1lot of
minute detail that we can go inko
on this Interium Supply Bill. I
know members opposite  will be
pushing wus for it, but in  all
honesty, arnd Wi th all the
frankness I can muster, I would
like to say ko tham that: we will

be s horiest and “s
straightforward i1 explaining

these amounts For Interium Supply
A5 we can possibly  be wilthoutb

causing the breakdown of the
budget Proces:s,  and  withoul what
uie are doing here becoming

preannouncements that wmight affect
something in {he Province, because
we have Lo wailt For bhe budyet o
be broughtl dinto 1he HHouse before
these things can be deall wiilh,

M. Chairman, having  said these
few words, T would Ilike Lo give
Lhe Opposition members a chance to
deal with  the Interium  Supply
Bill. We will give them adequate
opportunity to debate and deal
with any  iltemns Lhat  might be
covered din  this Bill. I  Thope
whatever concerns Lhey have they
will express, and we will do our
best to answer their oncarns, My,
Chairman,

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon, the member For Grand Bank.

MR. MATTHFWS :
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

O listenad wilh graalt interest o
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the President of Treasury Roard

and Ms explanal Lon of the
expenditures proposed in the
Interium Supply 8i11. Tobthink it

is fair for me to say at  the
outset, Mr. Chairman, and T Lhink
it is accurate, that for the first
e in the history of this
Parliament we have seen the
President: of Mreasury  Board and
not the Minister of Finance get
involued i presenting the
Interium Supply Bill. I think we
should put that on record today,
that this has never occurred
before i tha history of
Newfoundland and Labrador, I do
not: know why, or what axplanation
one could give for such a change
in bradition. T do wok think fFor
any reason that it would be «
reflection on bthe hon, Minisber of
Finance's capabilities or
competance, o ithe Premier'g
confidence in him, but I Lhink we
have to yo on recoprd and  say bhat
it is wvery, very unusual thalt we
see this happen here in ihis House
today . Of course, over the last
two o or thres . weaks  we Miave seaan a
number of unusual things happen in
the Province with appointments ko
comnittees, and ministers not on
comaittees hat they Eraditionally
were on, I am sure that that will
be dealt wikth Tlatepr on  coday  and
over the next number of days by
other speakers on this slde,

Mr. Chailrman, T would Just Tike to
reflect for a moment, if I could,
and go back two or three yvears, on
the Ffinancial position of Lhe
Province and the last Fwo or three
budgets that have been presented
in khis legislature.

In the 1987-1988 budget the
cuerreant ACCOUNt delicii Was
projected at $173 million, and
actually  came in al 558 million,
which was significantly less than
Witk was  projectod. I bLhe Tast

No. 2 RG Y



Fiscal year, 1988-1289, the
deficitl was projected at $41
million. Two or Ethree monkths ago,
I think late January or early
February, in actual Fact Lhe
assessment that was done on the
revenues and the budget posiiion
of the Provirnce at that time
showed bthera was some $5 million
surplus. 1 would be kind of
interasted bto hear  bthe Prayident
of TJreasury Board's reaction Lo
that, and i ha nas any
infTormation to give us thal would
clarify that mabter, and  LF L was
indeed hetween §5b million and $10
Million surplus as of the and  of
January early February, Llhen we
would bhe qguite interaestbed to hear
ihat as well.

MR. WINDSOR:
Or ifF they cooked the hooks.

MR, MATTHEWS:

If they cooked the books? No, I
am not going to suggest that
anyone has cooked the books,
hecause 1 am sure they have not
been there long enough yet to even
think abouk trying to cook the
hooks. T an sure that that
thought will never occur in the
next three to three and a half
years thalt they are the governmenti
of 1he Province. After that, of

course, Pt will b our
responsibilitly 1o do an assessment
on the  books that they  leave

behind them.
Mr. Chaidrman, in lwo years we have
5@ i $173 million deficit

completely wiped out.

The budget of the hon. gentlemen,

T sUPPOSE tha Pras ident af
Treasury Roard or the Minister of
Finance, one of them will
inlroduce the budget, or maybe the
Premiar will wan b to do ik
himself, or the Minister of
.

Filsheries, ar  someone alse may
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introduce the budget 1in a few
weeks time, whenever they bring
the budgelb in. Ayt we have seen &
deficit reduced from $173 million,
which is quite significant, and T
guess the question that I would
like answered by the minister uwhen
he responds, or someane replies
From the obher side, is: How lang
is this Interium Supply supposed
Lo Tlast? nre we talking,
realistically, tlhe and of July? I
guass Lt s unt-il  the budgab  is
actually passed in Lhe
faglsTature, which © guess would
he sometime between the middle of

July and  @ha last of July, to he
realislic. T am sure most hon.

members hope  thatt  we are here
until the last of August dealing
with the budgei, becausa T oamm sure
that no one wants to be out in the
sun and the good waather bhis e
of ‘year.

Another thing, Mr. Chairman, that
T would 1like to talk about, &f I
may, 1is 1t was quite dronic or
ainus ing ko hear the hon. Minister

and his explanation for the
amounts he is asking For fFor water
and sewer, transportation and

capital works projects, and to
hear how today he cannot give too
much detail, thai it is Lboo nuch
Lo expect that he gives this
amount of detall as bo where ULhe
money will be spent this year. Of
course, 1 did a Tittle roesearch
and looked Dback through Hansard,
of Tasi yedar particularly, when he
reacted to the Finance Minisler of
the  day, the  member  for Mount
Pearl's Tnterim Supply request for
$800 wmiilion. OF course, today we
see his request for
$1, 155,000,000, whieh is qu ibe
significantly higher than what was
asked For lasi year. at thae bime,
of course, the hon. gentleman and
his colleagues of Fhe  day  were
asking for @ specific list of road
work that was going to be dane
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around bhe Province, and walber ainel
sewer projects 1lhat were going to
be done around the Proy ince, so T
say  to the hon. minister, Lhat,
yes, we do expect further detail
and, while we do realize the
urgency of dealing and passing  an
Tnterim Supply BRill to keep the
Province operaiing and TURing,
while we fully realize Lhat and
while we intend and plan Lo be
co-operative to keep the Province
running as best we can, we do not
intend to just give him a free
hand, ko go on and give  hin
$1,155,000,000 in Tnterim Supply
to do with as he sees fit. We
will need answers Lo specific
questions that T yself and okher
memwbers on this side will ask
before we considar approval, OF
course, we realize Lhe urgency and
we are nob going o be involued in
any unnecessary delays or stalling
baclics in  Ehe Hoeuse, bacause it
is too dwportant an issue for Lhe
pecple of the Province to play
that kind of gane. There 4ds a
certain  frankness that  we il
expecl and we will require before
We get on wikh the actual Pass iny,

M.  Chairman, bthese are some of
the things and some of the
quesitions that. we wo L Tike
raised, Jike, realistically, what
Lime frame are we look ing at for
Lhis amount of money Lo cover, if
we could have a likile more detail
on where Lthe monies will be spent
in the Province, Fhe amounks of
money outlined by the hon.
minister and outlined in Lhe Bi11,
and if we could get Further detail
on  where e can  expecit lhese
monies to be spent?

Oof course, My, Chairman, we
anticipate and look Forward to ithe
Budget, itself and to Lhe
expenditures ol ithe mGiay S0

allocaled, because we @re  quite
kearn, an thig side, and the people
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o Lhe Province are quite kesn as
well, to watch very carefully to
sew  how monies ara speni by  Lhe

new administralion. The theme of
e elaction canpaiyn Was

fairness, balance, and eliminating
regional disparity, We are going
to watch wvery closely, as {he

OFficial Opposition of the
Province, and we will be informing
the people of the Province

accordingly as to how well the
Premier particularly kaeps the
promises that he made just a few
short weeks ago. Of course, we
have seen some signs of his
Fairness of balance over the last
couple of weeks 1in the way he
dealt with some of our bop civil
servants. We just hope that when
1t comes ko GLhe expenditures of
the Provirnce he will, dndeed, be
more  sincere  aboul  his Fairness
and balance when it comes ko
spanding wmoney around  the various
areas of the Province,

When saying that as well, My,
Chairman, Bhere  is  no  question
thal there are some regions of
Enis  Province  bhat have gredier
needs ihan other for road work and
road  lmprovemenis, waler and sawap
and everything else. No ane  can
argue  against  that. No  one CEn
argue against fairness and balance
O R aciually  fairness and
balance. I would be the first oare
Lo adinilt bhal in this Legislature
and I tried to portray that ag
best T could when 1T was  on Lhe
other side. I see the member Fop
Port de Grave, ihe hort, Minister
of Social Services (Mr.  Efford)
making cowmments and lau ghing, hut
one thing he cannot say about me
s bhat T was unfair, T btried to
be fair, I tried to be equitable
and T tried to balance Lhings,
around Lhis Province, of the
departmnaniy that L had
jurisdiction at the time.
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MR. G. WARREN:
Mackisons will get their water and
sewerage system.

MR. MATTHEWS:

I am sure other members on this
side will be dealing with all
those election announcements and
promises that were made by the
hon. the Premier and I am sure
that he will 1live up to  his
Ifairness' and Ibalance' campaign
promises over the next couple of
months in this Province. Of
course, if he does everyone will
be happy, because those areas of
the = Province that hauve the
greatest need will indeed get more
money than those that have lesser
needs . I look forward as one
nember of the lLegislture to seeinyg
that occuring in the Province.

Mr. Chairman, I will conclude my
few remarks by saying, again, that
I would 1like greater detail, more
specific outlining of where the
monies are going to be spent,
particularly for capital works.
In saying that I am, only making
the same request that the hon.
minister made last year when he
was in this position. If it was
reasonable for him to expect it
then, it is only reasonable for me
to expect it today and over the
next couple of days. We look
forward to further questions and
debate on the Interim Supply Bill,
Mr. Chairman, and I will have more
to say a little later.

S0OME HON, MEMBFERS:
llear, hear!

MR. RIDEQUT:
My . Chairman.

MR. STMMS:
The Minister of Finance (Dr.
Kitchen) is not even going to make
a coument.
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MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the
Opposition.

Leader of the

MR. RIDEOUT:
Mr. Chairman -

MR. SIMMS:
You would be prepared to sit down
with the minister, would you not?

MR. RIDEOUT:

I certainly would be prepared to
sit down if the Minister of
Fipance wantaed to make a comment.
It is his resolution.

MR. SIMMS:
Unbelievable!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Chairman, I have never seer
happen in wmy fifteen years in this
Legislature what is happening

today . I have never seen it.
If the Government House Leader 1is
to be totally honest and

aboveboard, during his term as
Finance critic he has never seen
it either.

MR. SIMMS:
That is correct.

MR. RIDEOUT:

We have never seen & situation in
this Parliament when the Presicdaent
of Treasury Board with the
Minister of Cinance present in the
House, sitting in his seat, takes
the responsibility For introducing
Interim Supply. It has never
happened.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR, SIMMS:
Shame!  Shame! Shawmne !

MR. RIDEQOUT:

Then, Mr. Chairman, if that was
not bad enough, with the President
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of Treasury Board sitting in his
seat, the Minister of Finance,
after kthe official critic for the
Opposition speaks, stays in his
sealb, stI11 does not try to get up
and defend the estimates that the
government are introducing today.
What kind of signal, Mr. Chairman,
is that sending to this
Parliament? What kind of signal,
Mr.  Chairman, is bthat sending to
the credit agencies, to the bond
rating agencies that have to deal
with the credit of Newfoundland

and Labrador? It is
irresponsible, on the first day of
a netw governmnent in a rew

legislative session asking for
Interim Supply, that the Minister
of Finance stays din his seat and
allows the President of Treasury
Board to introduce his resolution.

Mr. Chairman, what does that mean?

MR. TOBIN:
No confidence in the Minister of
Finance,

MR. RIDEOUT:
Does that mean, Mr. Chairman, that

the administration has no
confidence whatsoevepr in their
Minister of Finance? Is {hat

what it means?

MR. SIMMS:
It is pretty obvious.

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Does that mean, Mpr. Chairman, that
the Minister of Finance in this
administration is going to be
silenced? He is sitting in the
backbenches; although he is a
Minister of the Crown he i in the
backbenches, as are other
ministers, Does it mean that the
Minister of Finance is going to
silenced, Mpr. Chairman, that he is
going to be stifled, that the
admwinistration has neo confidence
in  him, that they made him a
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minister just to keep him quiet?
Is that what this means, Mr,
Chairman?

MR. STMMS:

It is pretty clear.

MR. RIDEOUT:
That is a pretty sorry message to
bhe sending to the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

lLet e tell you something else,
Mr. Chairman, that I have never
seen in the fifteen vears that I
have been in this Legislature. I
have never seen the most senior
Cabinet Committee, Planning and
Priorities Commiltee, devoid of a
Minister of Finance and a Minister
af Fisheries. [ have never sean
it.

SOME _HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOQUT:

Every adminmistration that I have
observed in this Province in the
time that 1 have boen here, they
were the chairpersons of the
var ious policy committees, like
Treasury Board, like Resource
Policy, like Social policy, but 4in
addition to that there were the

two mos i important and most
significant ministries in the
Govermnent of Nawfoundland and
Labrador, one being the Minister
ot Finance, who hasg the
responsibility For raising ard

spending the money ofF the
taxpayers of this Province, and
the other one, then, the Minister
of Fisheries, who has ministerial
control over the most lmportant
economic department in this
Province,

We have an administration today
that have, deliberately opr
otherwise, frozaen those two
ministers off their most sendiopr



Cabinet Committee. So every time,
Mr. Chairman, there 1is a question
of policy and planning and
priority that comes up relative to
Finance, who does the Premier turn
to?

MR. SIMMS:
Himmself .

MR. RIDEQUT:

Himself. He certainly does not
turn to his Minister of Finance
because he is not there, If there
is @& gquestion, as there 1s now
with this Province facing a crisis
in Lthe fishery, on Fisheries in
that Planning and Priorities
Committee meeting, who does the
Premier turn to for advice?

MR. _STMMS:
flimself .

MR. RIDEOUT:
Himself again.

Mr-. Chairman, this has never been
seen to  have happened 1in this

Province before. The two most
senior ministers, responsible for
two of the most important

departments in the government, are
deliberately frozen out of the
inner circle. They are
deliberately frozen out of the
most senior Cabinet Committee.
They are set aside. They are
nothings. They do not exist.
Their advice is not wanted. They
are only a problem, so you solve
the problem by keeping them out of
your hair, Mr. Chairman. It ds
unbelievable Ethat this would be
allowed to happen. The ministers
themselves, [ would expeclt, are
not very happy. For the Minister
of Finance and the Minister of
Fisheries not Lo be included on
thalt senior Cabinet Committee is
unbelievable and 1 would expect
that they arae not very happy .
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SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

MR. SIMMS:
Hold on, boys, or Clyde will give
you a rap.

MR. RIDEOUT: .

Mr. .Chairman, it is no trouble to
know that the hon. the Emperor is
absent from the House.

MR. SIMMS:
King Clyde.

MR. RIDEOUT:

You hear the catcalls now from the
other side. You will not hear him
when he is in.

MR. SIMMS:
No, you can say bhat again.

MR. RIDEQUT:
But you will hear them now from
the other side.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. RIDEOUT:

Mr. Chairman, whoever is going to
provide answers, whether it is the
President of Treasury Board, but
preferably the Minister of Finance
_ 4t is his bill; the resolution
and the bill stands 1in his name -
should be prepared to stand up on
behalf of the administration and
answer questions. But whoever 1t
is going to be, one or the other,
we have no control over it. Tt 1is
something that has never happened
before, but we have no control
ovar that. Whoever it dis going to
be, I hope, Mr. Chairman, that
they are prepared to provide
specific answers.

e Tistenad briefly Lo the
Government House Leader and
President of Traeasury Roard

talking about part of this was
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Special Warrants that had been
obtained by the previous
administration. That is true for
a two month period, April and May,
so I would assume the balance 1is
for an additional month, that is
up to the end of June, that the
new government is asking for.

MR. STIMMS:
Seven hundred million in Special
Warrants.,

MR. RIDEOUT:
Yes, $717 million.

We want to know specifically what
is current account and what is
capital account din  this total
allocation. And I expect the
President of Treasury Board or the
Minister of Finance when I sit
down to get up and tell  us
exactly, first of all, the
breakdown between current account
and capital account.

Current account obviously the
government has to have to meet its
everyday commitment and to pay its
bills, pay the salary bills and

things of that nature. It is not
normal that Lhaere be any
significant capital requests made
in Interim Supply. Now btherae arsa
some  federal/provincial programs
Lhat  have Lo  be continue Lo bae
funded. As a matter of fact there
were none in the Special Warrant:
requests, anly four

Federal/provinceial comnmitments o
ERDAs and things of that nature,
These have to Yo on and that i
normal and that 1ds legual, There
is nothing wrong with that.

But what is the breakdown in this
budgetary request here between
current and capital? And also,
Mr. Chairman, we want to know the
breakdown per department, For
example, the total request for the
Department of Fisheries 4s almost
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$21 million din Interim Supply.
Now there will be - what - three
or four months pass by during the
period Ethat covers this Interim
Supply Bill, but certainly I do
not: axpect Lhe Department of
Fisheries budget will be four
times  twenly million. T would
hope it is, I would love to see
thalt ik, but T doubt ifF it will
be. So the Department of
Fisheries, for one example, 1is
asking for a significant amount of
allocation in  those two supply
motions,

Part of it, of course, 1is there is
an ERDA agreement 1in. Fisheries,

and T understand that, But we
want to know the breakdown between
current and capital. we want to
know it for department by

department. And the minister must
have that information. Surely
goodness the mirister is not
coming to this Legislature without
being able to tell us at the flick
of a finger - it is no good to say
we are new ministers, we are new
this, we are new something else:
every minister, and surely the
Minister of Finance, must be able
to  tell us - al the Flick of a
page how much disg capital in a
particular depariment, how much is

current in a particular
department, and, after doing that,
Mr, Chairman, what are the

projects that  are going  to  be
funded under the amount of capital
requested lhere in this  Interim
Supply today? What projects will
be Funded in Fisheries, and in

Development and in Rural
Development and in Transportation,
Municipal Affairs, All of those
things Lhe ministers must

constitutionally make available to
the House of Asseinbly before this
House of Assembly constitutionally
makes supply available to it, mMr,
Chairman.
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SOME HOM., MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. the member for Burin -
placentia West.

MR. TOBIN:

Mr . Chairman, it is almost
unbelievable what is happening
here today . We have the
govermnent coming into the House
and, as the Opposition House
Leader said carlier when he rose
on a point of order, and as the
Opposition Leader has stated, one
thing 1is clear the Premeir today
has exhibited, Mr. Chairman, quite
clearly - almost dramatic in the
Way he has comne places no
confidence whatsoever in the
Minister of Finance. T wmean, chat
is blatantly obuious to the whole
Province that he Minister of
Fimance today in this Assembly
does not have the confidence of
the Premielr. As & matter of fact,
Mr. Chairman, [ do not  know how
the Minister of Finance can
continue to sit in this House and
continue to sit in the Cabinet
when the Premier, his Leader, does
not have any confidence in him.

Not only does he not have
confidence enough in him to 1let
him introduce the bhill, the

minister himself does not have
condfidence 1in himself to defend
what has come forward here today,
bacause he has now refused on two
occasions an opportunity to stand
up after the President of Treasury
Board has spoken. He has refused
now on two occasions, Mr .
Chairman, to take the floor and
explain to us what is in Ethis, so

eilther the Premier has no
confiderce in him or he has 10
confidence in himself . But one
way or the obther, the Finances ol
this Province, My, Chairman

deserve somebody who has control
over the Department of Finance and
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is going to seb @ course and
direction, And I urge the Minister
of rFinance that your role, Sir,is
very important to this Province,
and T wurge you to stand firm
against your leader and stand up
and operate the department that
you are supposed to operate.

I say further, Mr. Chairman, that
when we go through this, and we
look at Transportation and we look
at Municipal pffairs, Mr .
Chairman, it is obuious that there
is a significant allocation for
the Department of ransportation
in particular. g0 I would assume,
My . Chatrman, euaen  though the
information has not heen given to
us as bo what projeckts are going
to be carried out, 1 would assume
From this that there is going to
be capital works over and above
the ERDA ayreemenkts that have been
presently introduced or signed.

and I hope, I say to the Minister
of Transportation, (Mr . Gilbert)
Mr. Chairman, that the Government
have struck down the MC that dealt
with putting two ferries to Bell
Island, will be giving the people
of Bell Island, an adequate ferry
service. I wonder where the
member for Bell Island (Mr. Walsh)
1s? Because T can give Lhe membear
for Bell Island the documentation,
Mr. Chairman, that approved the
two ferries for Bell Island. I
can glve to him, Mr. Chairman,
where the previous packford
administration - by the way, it
was Peckford Administration -
approved the two Ferries and moved
them up. It was not the Rideout
adiminis tration, it Wl & the
Peckford administration that did
AR Vet Lhe member fFor Rell
Taland, Mr. Chairman, 1s another
mar, Llike the Minister of Finance,
can stay here. about his leader
and  his goyernment, what did he
do? Is there money 1in this for
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two ferries for the people of Bell
Island? Has the inember fopr Bell
Island asked that question, Mp,
Chairman? Has the member For Bell
Island asked that question, Mpr.
Chairman? Has  the mewmber asked
the question is there money 1in
this special warrant or going ko
be in the budget for two ferries?

MR, SIMMS:
He is noi allowed o ask.

MR. TORIN:
Well, he should ask. I think the
member  For  Bell Tsland probably
will ask, I will he dicappointed
If the member for Bell Island doesg
not dinsist and say to his leader
that when one government saw whalt
was needed for the people of Rell
Island, then your government, Sir,
has to do the same thing for the
people of Baell Island as the
Previous government was going to
do,

MR. SIMMS:
He will get his knuckles rapped.

MR. TOBIN:
Mr. Chairman, that is between him
and his leader, although it 4
blatantly obvious Lo all of wus,
but I will not get into that.

M. Chairman, let me say to the
Minister of Transportation., T
have, Sir, in my -briefcase, a list
of roads on o« priority basis that
was  drafted, documented, not by

the politicians, not by tha
Minister of Transpowtation, but by
Lhe senior of Friicials of the
Department of Transportation,
passed, puk A placa, Mr-,
Chairman, for I beliecve $48

million,
MR. SIMMS:

A non-partisan list.

L73 May 29, 1989 Vol XLI

MR. TOBIN:

Sure, a strictly non-partisan list
of roads on a priority basis for
this province, put together by the
senior civil servants, M,
Chairman, T want to know s the
Minister of Transportation going
to come Forth with the saine  list
and if fairness and balance is
going Lo exist as was committed by
the Premier during the election
campiaign? Will Minister of
Transportation, Mr . Chairman,
prasent that 1list: on a priority
basis if he will present to +this
House? And T will be asking the
Minister of Municipal Affairs, to
do Tikewise, and T would be very
surprised if the Minister of
Municipal Affairs wiill not do
that, I think he +1g a very
honourable gentleman, and I have
to say that to him, I commend him
for the position that he is in,
the same as the member for Gander
(Mr.  Baker) and the Minister of
Development (Mr. Furey) . The
Minister of Finance - not  the
Minister of Finanace, I do not
know the gentleman, but his leader
has explained the confidence that
he has -in him today,

L can say that the Minister of
Municipal Affairs, and I have said
itk ko him  myself, T honestly
believe he ds doing a good job.
fs T have sald to the Minister of
Development, who 1g Minister of
almos everything, anc the
President of Treasury Roard,

Mr. Chairman, we have got to have,
as dan  Opposition, and the people
of this Province got every right
to krow, Quary right, Mr
Chairman, what roads the Minister
of  Transportation i going to be
dealing with. TIg he going +to he
dealing with a list that 1s struck

by the Planning and Priorities
Committee, Mr. Chalirman? Who is
the Planning and Priorities
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Committee? The Premier, the
Premier, the Premier. Is that: who
is going to set Uup the 1list for
this Province, or is it going ho
be the Minister of Finance and the
Minister of Transportation based
on the recommendations that I have
that were put forth by +the senior
bureaucracy of the department
based strictly on need? That 1is
what we will be looking for. I do
not think that we deserve anything
less. We have got to have it, Mr.
Chairman.

There are other areas that I can
certainly touch on. There is $82
million there for Social
Services. I hope the Minister of
so0c¢ial Services 1is going ko carry
out the new initiatives submitted
by the department for funding in
the Budget, some very badly needed
ones, Mr. Chairman. )

T had a conversabkion, by bhe way,
with the Minister of Social
Services the day after he took
office. 1 informed hdm of
something that T {hought necessary
and 1 believe he shared my
Feelings on LE. { thought it was
something despicable that wWas
taking place 1in this Province. T
asked him to deal with it and,
even though he was supposed to get
back to me and did not, when I
asked him today he told me he did
take care of the matter. I
sincerely hope he did.

il do not mind advising the
Minister of Social Services, Mr .
Chadirman.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBIN

T do not i nd acduising the
Minister of Secial Services. And
T will not yet into it put [

tell you, the tssue wWe wenre
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talking about, if he were on this
side and T was over there, he
would. and by the way, I hope he
made the Premier aware of it I
am serious about this . If he has
not made the Premier aware of what
we talked about he probably should

do itk because L helieve the
Premier, with his legal
background, would be very
interested. 1t was something
terrible. T am sure he will do

that, Mr. Chairman. T will not
get involved in 1t because of the
sensitivity surrounding it.

So, Mr. Chairman, we want to know
all of this. We will, T am sure,
ask questions of the Minister of
Fducakion (Dr. Warren), another
fine gentleman, I understand. And
T ain - sure, Mr . Chairmnan, the
Former President of the NTA will
ba abla o give Fyim sone
assistance when we look at the
resolublions passed at the racent
annual general meeting of the NTA

when she  wWas Pres tdent. We look
forward to government fulfilling
Fhaese commiitments. T am sure that

a former president of ‘Lthe NTA,
wikth another Former president of
the NTA, sitting behind the
Premiar, would never lek down
their colleagues in Education and
not fulFul the resolutions passed
at the annual general meeting.
The teachers out there have every
right to expect, Mr. Chairman,
that these two hon. people will
certainly fulful that comnitment.

MR. HOGAN:
(Lnaudible).

SOME_HON . MEMBERS :
Hear, hear!

My Frdend From Placentia, My,
Chairman, I know him quite well.
As @ matber of Fact, T hao the
opportunity one time of nominating
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the Minister of Environment and
Lands for President of the
Federation of Mayors and
Municipalities when the member for
Placentia was nominated by someone
else, and I believe he lost by one
vote, did he not?

AN _HON. MEMBER:
(Tnaudible).

MR. TOBIN:
T should not have nominatecd him!

T do  have an  associabion, an
affiliation with some of those
people, very cradible, veary
honourable people, Mp, Chairman,
and T will be one to give Tair
marks when I see them, I am going
to waktch the Performance of thae
Minister of Transportation. If
his arrogance today towards the
people of Bell Island is any
indication, Mr, Chairman, we will
never krow what this $180 million

is all about. I am sure the
member for Bell Island will be
calling him aside later and

telling him, you know, 'That 1is
not the way vyou treat people; the
people of Bell Island do not
deserve that type of tbtreatment
from you as  Minister.' I am
confident, mMp. Chairman, that the
member for Bell Island will be

calling the Minister of
Transportation behind the curtain
an saying, "Listen, e are

dealing with  human beings over
thers, people who are isolated and
need adequale ferry services, Do
not deny it ko them, ! That  is
what I think the member for Ball
Tsland  will be sdy ing Lo the
Minister of Transportation. That
is what he should sy to him. The
Minister of Transportation should
krnouw the difference of that
because he represents a district
covering the whole South Coast,
where there s isolation and a
fair amount of ferry service. He
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should not be so lax, Mr.
Chairmnan, in his attitude and
should be more considerate towards
the people of Bell Island. Tt is
almost despicable, Mpr. Chairman.

There are other areas. We will
want to krow, Mr . Chairman,
whether the Rural Development
Aagreement is included in this. ’

I know the minister will be very
aciively involued in it because
it is SO important to rural
Newfoundland, so important to mny
district, 1o his district and to

alhep constiluencies throughout
the Province, That is very
imporbant, We will he looking,

Mr. Chairman, to see what type of
commitinent;, although the Ministep
of Health (Mr. Decker) 4is not
here, is ‘involved -in this for the
health care system of our Province,

We were told during the election
campaign that cost will not he a
factor in bringing the health care
system in this Province up to the
standard that it should be brought
up to. We were told that, Mp.
Chairman, and we will be looking
to  see what part of that dis
included in the estimates, for the

sick andg suffering of this
Province, mMpr, Chairman. We will
bha looking Lo s@aw LF the
commitments are fulfilled for
chronic caroe canters Lhiroughout
this Province that have bean

pronised by members Opposite, Mr.
Chairman. We will be looking to
see IfF thatl s Fulfilled.,

Tri the rame o Fairnessg dand
balance, we will remind vyou of
thatt as well, we will be looking
to see if that is. fulfilled.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. member's tLime has elapsed.

MR. TOBIN:
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Mr. Chairman, T shall get back to
it in a minute.

MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

First of all I would like to say
to wmembers opposite that we would
1ike to give them as much time as
they need to ask Lthe questions
that they want to ask in the sense
of reasonableness and fairness and
so on. I am 9glad to see that
there are some questions coming
from members opposite.

T would 1like to, at this point,
deal with a couple of them and

bring us up to date. First of
all, the member for Grand Bank
asked how lonyg i the Interim

Supply supposed to last. There
was over $700 million allocated to
last until about the end of May,
and now there is another amount,
1ittle over $400 million supposed
ro  last unbkil abouk the end of
July. The reason that there is
this dmbalance there s because @
lot of the heavy expenditures are
at Lhe beginning of the year and,
therefore, whereas it took $700
million for two months it will
only take $400 million for the
next two months. S0 we project
that the budget should be finished
although you can never really
say with certainty - by the end of
July and, who knows, with the kind
of austerity measures that this
government is bringing 1in maybe it
will last a bit longer than that.

AN HON. MEMBER:
What sort of measuraes?

Well, in cutting back the staff in
minister's offilces and 30 on,
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instead of having seven or elght
or nine or ten or twenty employees
in oa mindster's office, we have
one or two, these kinds of
meastires.

another question that was asked,
and again by the nember for Grand
Bank and I believe one other
Opposition nember wmentioned it,
was about the Hansard from last
year, and [ am not sure 1if he
quoted me hut he quoted the
Opposition laskt year as wanting
details 1in the Interim Supply. I
just want to explain to make Lt
clear to members opposite so they
understand what we are doing.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!

T am serious about this. I am not
trying to bhe funny abont this.

[F the budgel ‘is brought in and
then Interim Supply is wsked for
ra  keep us o 4o inyg, that  Ls  one
situation where I believe you can
quite legitimately ask For wminute
detail hecause the budget has
already bean presented. This
case 1is slightly different. The
budget is nok ready, has not baen
presented, and you all know about
the fuss Upalong with budget leaks
and all this kind of thing. Well,
right now we have to be a bit
careful. I explained that to
members opposite. We have to be
a little bit careful about what we
say. We will give as much detail

as we possibly can without
interfering with that bhudget
process, but it dis an entirely
different s Ltuation. S50 I would
ask members opposite to realize
Fhat T oo Ehat they are

comparing apples and oranges.

A question by the Leader of the
Qpposition, Fhe member For 8a Le
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Verte — White Bay: He had quite a
bit to say and I always enjoy
listening to him speak. After all
the show was over, he had a really
serious concern here and I will

try to deal with it. It was the
differentiation between current
and capital in this allotment, I

will say to the Leader of the
Opposition that I will have a lot
of  documentation here, and Ekhe
process has taken time and so on,
but T will ensure that baefore this
is finished T will outline for the
hon. gentleman a better breakdown
of Lhe current and capital.

The member for Rurin - Placentia
West (Mr. Tobin) asked a4 lot of
questions, many of them in &
rhetorical manner,  and T would
like to say to him that many of
the questions he asked will be
dealt with in the budget because
they were more of a general nature
rather than specific questions
about TInterim Supply. That was
generally the nature of the
questions he asked.

He made one comment that [ cannot
help but comment on: he wanted to
know about the prural development
agreement and whether that was
included. I cannot help but make
note of the fact that this is the
same  agreement  that during the

election the hon. gentleman
opposite announced  was already

signed. lle  went  through the
process, at a rural development
meeting in Gander T believe, of
announcing  kthat ik would soon be
signed, and then the next day a
pPress  release was  issued sayiny
that il was signed. Now that was
my understanding, and it was  khe
understanding of people involued,
50 T could nob help buk po.int Ehai
out .

Nhyway, a number of the questions
he had are he Lype of questions,
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because they wera general in
nature about intended programs,
that  will be answered in  the
budget, I have no doubt. They
were really not specific questions
about the Interim Supply Bill
itself.

In closing T would like to say to
the members opposite, we will take
nokte of your quesiions, Wa want
to make sure that you have ample
bime  to  express your  opinions,
Whether they be of a political
nature or not, it doegy not
matter. It is your time to ask
Jquesbions in thisg supply debate,
and we will attempt to supply
reasenable  answers as  Fapr as  we
possibly can.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hor, the member For  Mount
Pearl. -

MR. WINDSOR:

Mr . Chatrman, first of all, T
cannot help but say how concerned
I am that the Minister of Finance
is  not being allowed, hy the
Premier, to speak 1in this dehate.
As the Leader of the Opposition so
correct:ly  and so clearly pointed
out, this is absolutely and
totally unprecedented, that  the
Minister of Finance would not
inkroduce his Interim Supply Bi11,
and  thus far he has made no
contribubion to  Lhisg ilouse . I
cannot believe that here we  are,
Lhe  day  Fhat Tnter tn Supply s
being introduced into the House of
Assembhly, arnd the Mimisiar of
Finance has stil1l not spoken. The
sum o tokal  of his  conbpeid hution tao
this House today was to read a

statemnant goar T iar in b cay
prepared by his officials. And he
Neacd not: take credl For

negotiating that, because I know
FUll  well  how that  goes; the
credit should go to the Deputy
Minister of Finance, the Assistant
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Deputy Minister of Finance, Mr .
Wall, the Director of Debt
Managemeni, who, no doubt, camg in
with that debenture issue. And it
is a good bond issu. As  the
Opposition critic on TFinance sO
guickly pointed ouk, the Fact that
we received such @ fFavourable rale
has nothing o do wii th the
credibility of the government
opposite, it has ko do with the
fiscal management this Party
showed during the last number of
years.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

My concern, My, Chairman, is
this: What will be our credit
rating next time? what is the
reaction of the hond marketing

agencies, the credit rating
agencies and the Financial

institutions to statements made by
the Premiev when he says «hat he
may not honour guarantees made by
the previous gouernmenh? T know
fFor a fact, Mr. Chairman, that
those agencies and that banks in
Canada, let alone Financial
instiktutions abroad and the credit
rating agencies abroad, are
concerned about Lhe credibility of
this government opposite as to
whether or not Fhey Can bhe
depended upon to Fulfill the

financial obligations that:  they
make on behalf of the people of
Newfoundland and tLabrador. What

impact will that have on Uus the
nexkt time we go to the bond market
to try to raise funding to finance
works in this Province? Why is

the Ministenr of Finance not
allouwed to address thase
questions? Why is he being

silenced? When 1is budget day? Is
he going to tell us when budget
day is going to be? Will he tell
us that? How long are we going to
have to wailkt hefore we get 4a
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budgeb?

Contrary o statements made by Ehe
premier publicly a few wesks ago
fhat there was DO work done on the
budget, there was a great deal of
work  done on the budget hefore
this government left office.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

I can produce the documents On
capital works, that iy colleagues
have been referring to today, to
say what water and seawer progrdmns
and what road programs are bheing
recommended by the officials.
They were done two months ago, and
why has Ehis government not acted
upon it in the last three weeks so
khak cons kruction activity ¢dn
move ahead 1in this Province, $0
that engineering companties can get

work, S0 that thousands of
Newfoundlanders can get soine

employment hefore the snow starts
coming  again and the construc tion
season is aver? Why will they not
release those projects, Mr .
Chairman? Houl much money is
included in Ehis Interim Supply
Rill for capital works? I would

suggest nolb very much. T would
suggest not very much . There 1s
only $4.00,000 there. T wou ld

suggest that 1s bread and butter
money bo keep s going, to pay tha

public service over the next
number  of  weeks until the hudget
gets through. That means there

will be no mwoney available until
the budget goes through. and if
Ehis government thinks that the
budget 1is going tc 9o through
without detailed scrutiny, thay
have another think coming, because
we are going Lo examine it and
examine it very carefully. And
Fhat wmeans there may nok bhe any
construction activity in this
Province For maybe anobher  two
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months, because |t may take ihat
long to go through the budget
exercise,

MR. FLIGHT:
Shame |

MR. WINDSOR:

How nuch money is +din thisg budget
to pay severance pay to those good
public servantg who were thrown
out the dooar unceremoniously by
the Premiar wikthont: any
explanation for why they had been
Firaed?

SOME_HON. MEMRLRS:
tlear, hear!

MR, WINDSOR:

ltow  nuch money is  this Interim
Supply for thak, Mpe. Chairman? No
doubt  there were good severarnce
payments givaen, That is what you
would call financial restraint,

Now, Mr, Chairman, let me ask &
question of the Pramier, Jif he
ever gets to his feet. Has he now
given up his secrot salary? s he
still being paid the secret salary
that he received when  he was
Leader of the Opposition? When he
stood here and defended hisg secret
salary he said, 'IT am not in
conflicht of interest, because T am
not a member of the government, '

He is now the Premier of thig
Province. Will he now tell us who
paid that salary so tha! we can
know who has the Premier in their
pocket:?  Who would pay his salary?

SOME 1ION . MEMBE RS ;
Hear, hear!l

MR. WINDSOR:

And how is the Premier, 4if he is
not gebting hisg salary - mayhe he
NS making up fopr that now? He
said  he is  going {o sell hisg
house, Ts he indead going to sell
his house? Does hat mean thal he
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1s going to move into Mount Scio
house now? Will he tell us that,
Mr. Chairwmwan? Is that his gaune
plan? The poor Premier has to
give us his salary . He cannot get
the money through the backdoop
now, he has to yo ko Mount Scio
house. Is that what he ig
Proposing to do? Maybe 1F any of
them are allowed to get to their
feet to speak, My, Chairman, we
will hear some of those answers.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. CHATRMAN:
The o, the
Transportation.,

Minister of

MR. GILBERT:
Thank you, Mp.

Chairman.,

Lt seems bhat memhers opposilte are
more worried about the structure
of our  government than  they are
about the substance of Interim
Supply, and thay  seom Lo Eake a
great delight 1in mentioning the
difference in format. Well, I
will tell them that we have neuw
cooks so there are new laws as to
how we do things over here. And
e are not directed by the
decisions and the way that those
people Feltl: government should he
rur, because the people of
NewFoundland made « decision about
that on April 20 and they gave us
the mandatea,

SCME_HON., MEMBFERS :
Hear, hear!

MR. TORIN:

The majority of Newfoundlanders
vated Progressive Conservative on
April 20, and do not forget that.

AN HON. MFEMBER :
That s right,

MR. GILBERT:
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Look over here, gentlemnen. Here
is where 1t counts.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. TOBTIN:
On a point of order, Mr. Chairmarn.

MR. CHALRMAN:
A point of order, the hon. the
member for Burin - Placentia Wesi,

MR. TORIN:

May I remind the Minister of
Transportation that nore han
gentlemen sit on this side of the
House, and he should address his
comments accordingly.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. GLLBERT:
T do not think that is a point of
order.

MR. TOBIN:
oh! It is not important?

MR. GILBERT:
I do nob see anyoene
sorry! Yes, T do.

Oh, T am

T oam sorey, gentlemen and lady.

AN HON. MEMRBER:
Two Jladies.

MR, GILRERT:

fat e say, Mr. Chairman, that T
heard the member for Mount Pearl
(Mr . Windsaor) Lalk abouk his
capital works projects, which he
satd he had a copy of and which
should be announced imminently.
The only thing L will tell him
about his capital works projects
is the same thing we told him when
we were in Opposition, that 1t was
not a priority list made up by the
civil servants, 1t was a political
Tist. The priority list Wias
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thrown out. That 1is the reason
there is not a list there now.

MR. WINDSOR:
Be careful or I might table it for
you.

MR. GILBERT: )
That 1is the point. You have no
problems .

MR. WINDSOR:
T might table it for you.

MR. GILBERT:

You  CAan. Table it! T have askaed
the civil servants to give me &
priority list for Lhe projects
that are going to be addressed in
the Department of Works, Services
and Transportation, and the amount
is covered 1in the Interim Supply
that we are asking for right now.
The two departments are not
combined . yet, but what it hoils
down to 1s that 5234 million is
being asked for to carry on the
gperabkion of the Department of
Works, Services and Transportation
during the - interim, until such
time as the budget is introduced
and passed.

As my colleague, the Governent
House Leader, poinbted oul, baecause
of the fact the budgetary process
is in place vight now, Fhere are
certain things we cannot say. We
Wwill tell you, as T have indicated
to the press, that there will be a
provineial road!'s project
introduced. Once this Interim
Supply 8111 s passed, there will
be a project introduced. I can
give you Lhe headings, but I
cannot tell you the amount until
ik is passed. I will give you the
headings so  you will know. I
would not want to keep you irn the
dark over there. We were 1in the
dark for saventean years ovear
here, so I would 1like *to try and
enlighten you a fa it Under
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provincial highways you are
talking about things like
improvement and construcitian, road
and bridge rehabilitation,
highways and CAaUsS@AYs |

SOME _IION, MEMBERS:
Where? Where?

MR. GILBERT:

These are the general headings
under Interim Supply and you will
find out where in due course, Ik
will be a list that was
established and puk there by Ekhe
civil servants, a priority list
based on khe Fairness and balance
that we have been talking about
For some time, not Lhe polilical
list that was put  forward by
members opposite when they were
over here, and Newfoundlanders
being bribed with their own o hax
dollars. When the time comes, we
i 11 be unly too  willing to
announce our list, and it will be
a fair list. U will sit down mow
and let members carry on,

MR. LANGDON:
Mr. Chairman,

MR. CHATRMAN :
The hon. the member for Fortune -
HHerini tage,

MR. LANGDON :

I am eagerly looking forward to
the forty-first session of Ekhe
House of Assembly, because it is
going to be a memorable one, and T
underline the word 'memorable', in
that we will see & new philosophy
in  the governing of this great
Province of ours, F bhat is so,
and the hon. {he Premier, the
member  for Bay of Islands (Mr.
Wells) has said so, and T honestly
and sincerely belicve ihat he is a
marn  of  his  word, & man wilh
integrity and Fairness, and o man
who  has  a genuine desjire to  be
fair o all regardless af
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political sbtripe, then the great
district of Fortune - Hermitage
Wil be cagarly awa ik ing the
presentation of the budget by the
hon. the member Ffor St. John's
Centre (Dr. Kitchen).

I would be less than candid, Mr.
Chairman, if T said that this
great district has been treated

unfairly since Canfederation
regardless of the political
skripe, We  have been on the

government side in this district
and we have been on the Opposition
side, both provincially and
Federally, and [ musk re iterate we
have not got our fair share " for

this ygreat district. T am not
being facetious = when T say  we
eagerly awalil Fhe Budget: . Tn khis

great district there are some
seventeen communilies, and we have
some of the best fishermen and

logyers in this Province. I come
from a conmunity where there are
600 people, the most industrious
on this Island, and those 600

people have no waber and Sewer,
they have no fire Protection, they
have no recreation, they have no
playground and they drive on the
oldesk gravel roac in this
Province, & road that is sixty
vears old and is despicable. It
is a distance of ten kilometers to
the communi ty of Hermitage,
Sandyville, These people deserve
= [ repealb, deserve . better,
They have been too passive and
apatheitic in the pastk. These sane
despicable sheep-path roads are
Found in all parts of the Fortune
— Hermitage district, and I am
really  Tleoking fForward Lo the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation, when Ehis Supply
Bill is all worked out, and the
Budgel Qs presented, seelny bhat
this great district will dndeed

receive s Fair shiare, The
dislrict has 1he largest number of
unpaved roads  af any  district  in
No., 2 R81



this Province, From Seal Cove,
Hermitage to Hermitage Ray, from
Coomb's Cove to Wreck Couve, to
English Harbour, to Grand Le
pierre and cverywhere in between.
In  CGaultois, for example, about
which 1 have already had
consultation with the Minister of
Municipal AFfairs (M. Gullage),
il is despicable when you have a
community of 600 people whao  have
had full employment over the years
and  these residents have to bring
water in a five gallon huckel with
an old Fashion hoop. Mr. Pireiniar,
we do not have Lo go to Labrador
to see Lhese types of conditions,
they exist throughout Fortune -
Hermitage, and probably throughout
port de Grave and where ever. 50
r am really looking forward to the
budgel to see what happens .

In all sincerity 1 can say to the
people of this House that T anm
really looking forward to the
budget. T really amn, because T
believe that the people of Fortune
- Hermitage have been on the short
end of the stick for too long, and
in  that particular instance bthey

are looking fForward to the
fairness that tha Praomier has
promised people. As I said

earlier, [ beliave he will be &
wan true to his word.

Also, T Jlook al the Supply Bi11

and T see  monay allocaled for
culture, and for Recrea tion and
Yautin, Aganiig, in the area  of
Fortune - Heraditage, when it comes
o rocreat bon Facilitias the

people have been jsolaled from the
mains bream  of vacreat lon in this
Province for Loo Jlong. So I am
cagerly awaiting that .

fn fact, T am gagearly awaiting
confirmation of the recreation
complex For bLhe Connaiygre
Peninsula. That was approved by
an Order in Council. The Minister
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of Municipal AFfairs told Lhe
people from the Harbour Breton
Recreation Commission that they
could not find it. I will table
it for him, T also want ko tell
him that the towns in the
connaliygre Peninsula areaa, Seal
Cove, Hermitage, Gaultois, Harbour

Breaion, Fnglish Harbour,
Belleoram, Wreck Cove, Coomb's
Cove, Mose nmhrose anc Sk.
Jacques, have already agreed, in
wpiting, to participate in  khe
operating fund. So they are

looking formard Lo that, and T am
looking forward to that amount
being allocated, as well.

of course, there are okher needs
that the district has and the
province as a whole has. T am a
rookie, I guess, when it comes to
the House of Assembly, but T am no
rookie in the sense of my
recognizing the needs of the rural
areas of this Province. I concur
with Ethe people from my district
and with all the other rural areas
of this® Province, tFhat we do
indeed seek our fair share. To
almost quote verbhatin, the Premier
of the Province says that the
riral areas have been left out of
the funding, not only in
racreabion, bul also in education
and in roads and transportation to
many oi  the larger cenbears. T
want to tell him that I will he
working to the besi of my ability
to make sure that not only the
rural  arca of  Foriune Hermitage
buli other rural areas, as well,
are  not Forygotien, These people
contribute to the provincial
@COnomy .

Tn Fact, T was in fnglish Harbour
Fast on Saturday night, I drove
ouer Fwenty six kilometers of
gravel road, and I was reminded by
the people of fnglish Harbour East
that they have the highest per
capita incowme in Lhis Prouvince.
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You should go down and see i,
They have no road - you cannot

call it a road. They have no
watler, They have no sewer
facilities. They have no Fire
fighting equipment, They have
nothing. They niave bean
contribuling to the provincial
economy, S0, therefore, Lhey

should have gotten their fair
share regardless of whebther they
have put in Opposition or
qovernment membhers .,

T look forward, in the nexkt four
years 1in this House, to making
sure that we, in Opposition or in
government, will be fair and we
will be honest and we will he
aboveboard wiih people. Because

iF they contribute o the
provincial tax base and they

contribute to tax dollars and Lhey
contribuie to the upkeep of this
Province, then  they  should gel
their fair share.

Nlso, before T it down, I am
fop ing thai the Minigter of
Fducation, the member For St
Johin's North (Dr, Warren), who T
have had occasion +to work with
over bhe years on he School Tax
Authorily - 4t has been a greatl
thing, there are so many qualilies
within Hdt, I am glad that the
government has seen Fit nob  to
rescind it, as the hon. member for
Burgeo - Bay d'Fspoir {(Mr,
Gilbert) so many times advocated
in his advertisement on Q Radio
and CKCM Radio on the South
Coast, The whole idea is Lhat
people in the rural areas deserve
the right to be aducated, just rthe
same as the person in Gander, din
Grand Falls, St. John's op Cornar

Rrook. 9o,  when the educatiorn
budget  isg prasentad, T will be
looking forward Lo  seeing Lhat

these peopla will indead get

equality in education.
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Finally, as with all of ihe rural
areas, and the Province s @
whele, T am concerned aboufp he
problem of Llhe fishery 4in Fortune

Hermicage . Fortune Harinl bage,
like many of the other areas, I
suppose, is distinct in that Eheir
whole lifestyle depends on it.
When T hear the President of FPI,
Vic Young, say that there are too
many people chasing too few fish,
I become really concerned, If
that is Ehe case, and we are going
to decrease the number of licenses
and decrease the allocation to the
plants on the South Coast, then I
am going to tell you that the
government has a problem on its
hands . Whiat are you going to do

with the people in these
comaun il ias? That s their
lifeblood, Thaey are not looking
Tor social assistance, Loam sure

that government +in itsg wisdom will
Cind an alternat ive plan that will
indeed look afler these people an
Ehils district, As T sald earliar,
I will be Jooking forward to
analysing - ihe pudget: . I have no
intention of holding up Trterim
Supply, hacause T realize that
there are people out there who
need  these roads:; T realize that
lhe people -in Fortune--Hermitage
are really concerned aboul getking
their work done thisg year, I
really look Forward to seaing the
budget, and I hope that the people

of  Fortune - Hermitage will bhe
treated fairly, as the Premiep
promiseaed : Tike all othapr

districts. Thank you.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, heapr!

AN HON. MEMBER:

Are you ready to pass it?

MR. WINDSOR:
Nolb Tikely.

MR. SIMMS:
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No, we are not ready to pass 1t,
ahsolutely not.

Mr . Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN:

The hon, the
| eader.

Opposition House

MR. STMMS:

Mr. Cha.irman, Lthe reason uwe were a
bi+ hesitant is because we Lhought
that.  perhaps more people on bhe
Opposile side would follow the
load now exhibited by khe Minister
of Public Works.

We have askaed a 1ot af guestbions.
s @ matier of fact, M-, Chairman,
fhat has been the probiemn. We
have not being getting Too many
answars. We  thought thal.  sowme
members opposite might follow the
lead of +the Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation, but
obuviously that is not the case,
Government strategy is to let us
talk it out and talk it out and
the President of Treasury Board
will pop up from time to Ekime and
attempt to give the odd answer
here and there and Figure that
that will pacify everyhody. Rut
what T find, Mr. Chairman, SO
absolutely incomprehensible is the
point bthat I nade earlier when f
raised the point of order about

the Minister of Finance. T oreally
{ind that very difficuli Lo
unders tand. T was  nob Folly
raising Lhe point of order, 1t was
not oa silly poinit of order, LU was

a very Jlegilimale point of order.
Because 1Lt has not happened in the
Jength of time T have been in this
Lagislature, wricl X have as ked
of ficials T lhey could confirm
for me whether bhey could recall a
time when somebody other Lhan the
Ministaer of ¥Finance, whert  he was
in his seat, in the House,
presented the [nterim Supply
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Motion, introduced the Interim
Supply 8111, and there 1s nobody I
can find that can recall that ever
occurring.

Now, I can see where the Premier
would say, in keeping wikh his
fashion and his attitude - I will
nok say at this point in tiae what
T think that to be, but I think
that everybody in Ehe province is
beginning to realize what it 1is,
but  in keeping wibh the premier's

altitude it is clear that
direciion Was givan Lo khe

president of Treasury Board to
carry the ball on Interim Supply,
forr whatever reason I cannot
unders tand  wihy  or whal, ® the raason
might be. and it dis wvery, very
disappointing when you havae &
brand new Minister of Finance, who
is pot given the opportunity, not
given the rightful opportunity as
Minister .of Finance Lo get up and
stand in this House and speak to
the bill which he has presented 1in
his name and which he himself gave
noktice of just a day or two ago,
and somehow  or other he is
stiFled. He 1is not atlowed to gyet
up in the House and speak to his
own bill. Now, T could undersktand
the argument and I understand that
the Premier in khe pressscrun juskt
a few moments ago explained it
away by saying that: it is  bthe
government's prerogative, and that
may well  be, but khe point is

that it has never occurred in this

fagistabre to anybody 's
knowledge, never occurred in this

LegisTlatume peforae wher the
Minister of Finance has been 1in
s seat, That, has nevaer acourred,

rhe second poini Qs surely the
Minister of Finance in subsequent
opportunities, and there have been
many since this debate began ten
minutes to three or whatever time
it was, over an hour ago now but
there have been many opportunities
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for the Minister of Finarnce Lo
rise in his seat and at least lei
us  hear what he sounds Tike as i
Minister of Finance, bul he nas
nol: been permitbed Lo do  Ehat.
Now hopefully the Minister of
IFinance Will  plead  wikh Lhe
Premier, plead with him and  ask
him to allow Lo get up on his fFeet
for ten minutes, for at least Len
minukes, so Ekhat we can hear what:
he sounds 1like, what his atiitude
is, what his philosophy is, so we
can hear what he  wants the
$400--odd willion For Fronm May ki1l
the end of July, as the President
of Treasury Board tells us this
Bill will cover. It is their
budget even if they want to slough
it off by saying, "These are

yours, Fhis is all your stuff. "
For April and May, $700 million,
we concede that. We concede vhat,

The President: of Traasury’ Roard
addressed it Rut T heard the
Minister of Development, speaking
out Joud when the Premier was gone
- and you s b Sitay around,
Premier, wmuch more Trequently {than
you are, because the ministers
when you are gone are getting
naughiy - Lhe Minisier of
Development shouled oui across the
Hlouse once, after you Tefl, and
said, 'Thal ds all your stuff.
That is all your stuff in Lhis
Interim Supply Bill.' And now the
President of Treasury Board
confirms that that ds not the
case. A part of it is, most of it
is, But let us hear the Ministep
of Finance bLell us what the rest
of it is for. That is all we are
asking. We would like ko hear him,

Now three or Four of my colleagues

have spoken in this debate - it 1isg
only a Lten wminute debate at a
time, but they can get up again -
and  khey have asked legitimate
questions., But nobody on that
5 ida bothers Lo yet W ER

Lan May 29, 1989 Vol XIT

arnswer, The Ministar of
Transporiation, or Services and
Works or whatever it is, gets up
and makes an attempl - feeble as
L owas  he gob up  and  nade an

atlempt — and tried to answer some
of bthe quesiions put by the member
for Burin - Placentia West. It

was ot a very good atbemptl, But
where are all of Lhe other
members? L do nobt know, but has
the Premier had a caucus since the
elaction? Has Lhe Gouvernment
House Leader sat you down and said
now, look, in  this debate, in
Interim Supply, there is an
excellent opporktunity For MG
members, particularly new members,
to  speak, as my - colleague For
Fortune - Hermitage (Mr. Langdon)
Jusk did, and gyave a4 very eloquent
speech, & good effort.

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, hear!

MR. STMMS:

Surely if members opposile believe
that he gave such a yood speach as
@ new member, then you must have a
bit of fFire yourselves, ready o
go yourselves, and we are Jooking
Fforward to all you members over
there, particularly the rlesmer
members, to get up and ask some
queslions on this Tnterim Supply
Bi11. Ask  your colleagues, +he
ministers, to give you some
answers. Ask Lhem,

AN HON., MEMBER:
We will.

Well, mMp, Chatrman, how long are
you going to wait? We have givern
you all kinds of apportunities .,

Members opposite do not auen
bother to getb u . S0 L o really do
not know what to think of it wll,
T is something that we Nave never

seen  occur din Llhis House in our
fristory, to my KitowTedga,
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MR. HOGAN:
(Inaudible) .

MR. SIMMS:

Well, T am glad to hear thak. [
look forward to the member for
Placentia (Mr. Hogan) gekting on
his feet after I sit down and let
us hear his bken minutes.

SOME HON. MEMBERG:
Hear, hear!

MR. STMMS:

T am witling to bet, Sip, that bhe
nember {or Placenlia will not get
up  after T sit down. We will
coal  We will see!l

T wanti 1o gel back to the Minister
af Fipance, that is who T wani o
get up on his Teet. That is who
should be up on his feal. in bhis
House., Tt +ds his bill. And so
Far in this debate e has not even

spoken. Now that is rather,
rather strange and [ cannot get
over 1it. The press cannot get

ovaer it. ° They asked the Proemier
and he sloughed it off. ©Oh, it is
our prerogative. We can do what
we want. Wwe know that. But
surely 1in subsequent opportunibies
he could have gotten up and
spaokan, Maybe he will. Maybe he
is just sitting back and waiting
and listening Ffar el yood
opportunity. T hope he does.

Now the Minister ol Works,
Services and Transport ation, when
He did speak made some e Faprance
ithe Premier asked If t here were
any  guestions - B0 the Fact  that
we  @re Imore inlerested dn  the

glruchure aff  the govermmenl.  as
opposed to queastions. Now )

distinctly heard menbers on Phis
aide ask a number o0 f  questions,
ard T will ask a couple mysell as
T go along and maybe we can get
some answaers [rom menbers opposite,
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But: T have bto make some comnents
about today's Question Period and
the atbtitude expressed by members

opposite, the ministers in
particular. T wuskt say I was
extremely disappointed in the
Minister of Works and Services. 1
thought his answer Wi s very
Arrogani. He just sakb down very

quickly. I did not appreciate
that: and T do nor think anybody

else did. The Minister of
Frv Lomment and fands, in
responding to & question put by my
collaeague, the e mamber For
Green Bay (Mr. Hewlett), stood up
and attackaed M 1ine of
queslioning, that 1t was not much
af a gueshion. 7omean, chat Qs
arrogance., 5o T trusl winisters
opposite will, a Flrep Lime goes o,

be able Lo grow.

MR. SIMMS:

Now J have to say though, I want
Lo say this on  behall of  wmy
friend, the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture (M. Flight), that
while he was not Forthcoming in
his answers, and 1 suspect mostly
because he did not have the

answars - that is my sugplcion now

You are wrorg.

MR, STMMS:
Yeus, [ could be wrong.

at teast he  goit up and  he
answered it, and he answere d al
Tengith. - dulk bhe  obher minisiers
did not. So  maybe the other

mimistors can fake the Tead from
the Minister of Forestry.

MR. WINDSOR:
e was vaery humble about 1.
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MR. STMMS:
Yes, he was very humble about i,

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want Lo hear
the Minister of Fducation, too, a
man who is well respecled in Lhis
Province., Cowant o hear him get
up dn his. seal and T wand him to
tell us whal is the Jovarmnani:'s
posilion with respect to the
School  Tax Authorily, We wani o
hear the accurate position of the
gavermaeni, of the [ iberal Party,
We want to to know if 4t is {lhe
position Ethal has been anunceiabad
in resolutions placed before this
House in bthe past number of years,
jusl about every vear, by members
opposite. I can name them, and 7
can show you a copy of the
resolution +if you have not had  a
chance to dig it up., You should
dig it up. They have all called,
including one from the President

of Treasury Roard, for the
abolishmenlt of the School Tax
Authority, Is il that position?
Ts it the position articulated by
Lhe (. iberal Party during Lhe
electiaon campaign, which T
unders tand W s o abolish the

School  Tax Authorily, or is the
RPOs LLion now what we heaprd in the
Throne Speech, that they will now
reviay  0ilL? Basically bhai is  the
posilion {hat Lhey have now come
up o wiih, Tat bhat ceritainly is
contrary 1o 1he resolutions put
Forward by fhe Liberal  Party in
the past, where they wvery clearly
asked for  the abolition of ihe
School Tax Authority. S0, T
would like to hear !he Minister of
FCducation get up in this debate,
because we have Tlobs of btime ko
debate - today, tomorrow, tomorrow
night, we can go on until
Wednesday if we have to, and
Thursday aven, Friday,  whenevear
Who knows? I want to hear the
Minister of Fducation.

U bthink the Premiar should ask Hisg
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new ministers to gel on their feet
in this debate and give us &
chance Lo hear what they have ho
Say . Nol the old hands up  dn
Fronl, we have heard all of e
before and we know what Lhey are
yoing to say because they always
had & patented speech anyway, but
the ministers opposite in Ehe back
rows, the ones in Lhe back
benches; the Minister of Municipal
and Provincial Af fairs, T met
Saturday aight at a Function in omy
district. He was out at @
function in wmy district and did a
fantastic job, by the way, I must
comnend  him, I musk comnend +he
Premier, he did a very good job.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, haar!

MR. CHATRMAN:

The hon. member's time has elapsed.

MR. STMMS:
Pardon?

MR . CIHATLRMAN:

The hon. member's time has elapsed,

MR. SITMMS:
Of, ™Me, Chairman, T have nob Guen
started.

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon, the Minisbaer of Social
Services.

SOME HON. MEMRBERS:
Haar, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Thank you, Mpr, Chairman,

Mr. Chairman, I want to take just
a few short mwinutes of the bLime of
the House of Assembly to comment
on some  of the comnentsg given by
the Opposition membhers,

I would have thought that aftepr
sovantean  years sitiiing o this
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side of the House of  Assenbly,
that they would have at Jeast been
a little betler prapare d for the

proceedings in the House of
Assembly today, and espaecially
Question Period. You would have
thought that they would have
learned a Jlittle bit over on this
side, but their ability to

administer  the affairs of the
Province has shown up no better
than how they administer the
affairs of the Opposition party,
hecause we certainly @re not
r@ing any improvemant.

Whean the cribtilc far tha
Transporiation (My-, Tobin) stands
ta his Feebt and asks the Minisier
of Gocial Services doas he need
any  aduice 4 Flar seveniaarn  yadars
pul Ling {the Depariment of  Social
Sarvices [y he daplorable
condition it s in now, we are not
abont to btake advice (rom somebody
who put 1l at Lhe low stlandard
Fhat LE now is.

SOME. ION, MEMBERS .

Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

We are quite capable at realizing
how the widows and how the people
of this Province have been treated
by the former administration, and
we have & new direction on Lhis
part to have our concerns placed
im the right area. But the member
For Fortune Harmi tage (Mr.
Langdon), T huave to make a comment
opn what  the new mamber  said. K
have to congratulate him on his
naiden speech, bui 1@ sure that
hie wine tie should be changed to
a brighi rad because cuary  comment
he made was @ |iberal comment .

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. LFFORD:

When we waerea on that side of Ve
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House we recognized the Fack Ehat
the people in this Province were
troated unfairly on the way in
which they voted. and the member
his afkernoon shood up in his seat
and he confirmed everything that
we said For khe past four years.

SOME HON, MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

Recause the Former Minister of
Municipal affairs (Mr. Brett), who
is sikting wibkh his hands under
his chin, knows Full well how I
took a aroup of people in From
Makinsons for a measly $15,000,
and while we occupied lis office
for a number of days, he sal there
bohind his desk and bold us  thal
he did not have any money, he did
not  have $15,000. The very nexkb
weaek his own government goes oul
and signs a notae for $4 wmitlion
fFor L1he Sprung cucumber wventure.
Mot i bhat L5 fairnaess and
balance, that 1s not how people
will be traated by this
administration.

SOME HON. MFMBLRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

And the nember i quite right
about the roads up in English
Harbour, because T had the
opportunity to go up there -

MR. TOBIN:
A point of order.

MR . CHATRMAN:
A point of order, the hon. member
For Surin Placaniia Wesi

MR. TOBTN:

T would Tike o as k& e hon.
gentleman, is¢ he saying we can
bring delaegalions inta his office,
stand Lhem up, and you will get
whabever woney  Yyou want.? L5 khat
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what he ‘i3 saying?

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon,
Services .

Minister of Social

MR. FEFFORD:

What T am sayiing, My, Chairma,
very clearly 1o all the members
oppasite, is when any  delegat ion
comes 1o 1his adminisiralion 1 heir
concerns will be listepned O
il will be decided on @& priorily
basis, based on tne needs of Lhe
people  and not on g political
bas i,

SOME HON ., MFEMBERS :
Hear, hear!

MR. EFFORD:

That administration. Mr.  Chairman,
operated like that for seventeern
years and  the pPeople  of  khis
Province, o April 20, voted for é
change in atiitude and a  change
for the reople, and that isg what
they going to see administered by
this government, a change for the
concerns of Lthe peopla,

MR. TOBIN:
(Tnaudible) projects for Lhe
peapgle on social assistance in {he
Liberal disiricis, Tell us about
the leitars you sont around Lo
your colleugues Cinaudible),

MR. CIHATRMAN:
Order, please!

MR. FEFFORD:
LA Y 914

Mr, Chairman, could T have order
From the membar?

MR, CHALRMAN:
Order, please!

Would +the hon. the Minister for
Social Servicesg continue?

MR. ETFORD:
Fhank you, sip.
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The Mo . memher For Burin -
Placentia West just got on with
Mis usual Flitter as he did For
the Jast eight or ten years,
mak iy absolutely no sense.

MR. TORIN:
(Inaudiblae)
(inaudible),

Liberal Party

MR. CHAIRMAN:
Order, pledsol

MR. EFFORD:

I think it was in 1976 +that the
Fmp loyment Opportuniliss Progran
was dntroduced in this Province by
that adwinistralion, There wers
450 people emploved that vear,
This past year there were 12,500
people employed by the Employment
Opportuniliag Program Iy the
Department of Social Services .
That was the only way they could
turn the employment of thisg
Province around, by putting theam
on Social Services programs, and,

Mr, Speaker, ik g absolukely
disgusiling. I  think that you
Wil soe g change in that over Ehea
next three to Ffoupr years, You

will seew people omployed wilh 5o
pride in some permanent jobhs and

el Just Crans farrad from  ane
Program 1o another to satisfy the
wiliingrness of  he Minister of
Social Services who does not have
e capabiliiy o prrodiice any
bettar long- term jobs, We wil]
change lat divection, M,

Chairman, to where people can haue
pride i providing For  their owr
Families and not Lransfer  From
Socilal Services to uneinploymarit op
the 10/42 programs, That
direction will change, and that is
what this -departmernt and this
administration means by equal and
fair opportunities and fairness
and balance to all people,

I would just like to conclude, Mr,
Chadirman, by telling the inenkye
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From Forbune Hermitage Gthat he
is quite right. What you said in
your maiden speaech 1s quite g,

people have not been treated
fairly. There are road needs and

water and sewer needs and artesian
well servicaes needed by all people
of the Province. The unfortunate
thing s that Ghe party Ehai you
represent Jooked at it on a
political basis and not on a need
basis. T suggest, with the
attitude that you have, you should
look at your party politics and
look towards what s haest For the
Future of your district. You will
see bhaltt not because of politics
bul because of need and a priority
basis people will he treatad onoan
aqual and  fair basis with no
falsehood intended.

SOME HION, MEME RS
fear, hear!

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon. bthe member faor Forbana
Hermilage.

MR. | ANGDON:

T was wondering if the hon. member
for Porl de Grave and T  would
axchange bies so that T could have
a blue one and he could take my
red ona?

MR. EFFORD:
Good point.

MR. LANGDCN:

Getting back to the situation in
Fortune . Hermilkage, T was not
being facetious when T reiterated
iy poinks, T knew that was the
{iberal platform, T knew that was
the  Liberal philosophy, T knew
where you were coming from, My
point Ghat T warted bto make huere
was  lo wake sure {hat everybody
understood, the  peaplc an this
side and thal side of the House as
well, would indecd treat Foriune
Hermilage and every other rural
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diskrict, whethar thay he
governmeni or Opposition, fair and
squara. [ recoynize thai. I

said in my speech that the
preuicus adwinisbration did not
treat it well.

SOME HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. |.LANGDON:

T also remind the people on the
obher side thal, under the First
Ppremier of this Province, we were
on  bhat particular party side for
years and years and years and
years, and we wers not  mrested
fairly there either. It has been
provineially and it has Lean
socially. The problem ds you
Mave bo o take @ e philosophy and
a new Jlook at the rural areas of
this o Provinca. Whan 0 said bhar
the Premier of this Province Was
indaad  sincere and Plhat e was
going to do it, T believe it The
polint apont Lt is the peopls in
these areas are Lhe ones who have
the concern, and whebhar T wear 4
red lie or whether 1 wear @ bhlue
Lie i3 Domaberial, Tt s the
people from my district that I
roprasaent and whather [ «an on the
government side or the Opposition
gide 1L wmakes nNo difference, [ an
going to work for them to the best
of iy ability.

SOME [HON. MEMBERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. CHAL RMAN: @

The hon. the member For St. Mary's
Lhe Capaes.

MR. HEARN:
Thank you very much, M, Chairman.

T would like 1o take part in this

NWisboric dababe, Yistoric in the
sense 1 hat the President of

Traastry Roard  rather than  the
Minister of Finance is  piloting
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through the Interim Supply Rill.
I noticed a shorit while ago the
Minister of Social Services (Mr,
Efford) sart of break !he patiarn
by gelling up and making a few
conments , T thoughli he was goiny
1o elaborate on some of the
expenditures  of  hig departmant. .
However, he did pol; he gol into a
sarmonizing, wmnch  as Wiy Teadar
would,

o oyou  go back, M™Mr. Chairman,
thirough  the lHansards of PAs it yedirs
contlaining The Interim Supply
debates, you will Find « couple of
things  standing out constantly:
One, the Rill bhe ing introduced i
piloted Lhrough by the Minister of
Finance and, secondly, vyou wauld
see that as the Opposition members
got.  up  and zeroed in  an ithe

different areas, the Ministers
responsihle in Lhe diffFeraent

jurisdictions would then get up
and clarify and explain and answer
any questions.

At Lhe opening of Question Period
today, the Premiar, instead of
answering a question, complained
about the House not being opan fopr
almost a  year, blaming 4t, of
course, on o us  over  here, The
Feader of {1he Govermnment and  all
the  mambers hava constantly heon
complaining that 1he Housae was o
i session, thall  the people of
Nawloundland deserved answers, and
the  place to gat  the  information
out ds dn the lHouse of Assembly .
So we have Lhe lonse opan  today

and whal do we gsee? In Queslion
et od we G vy Facble

altempl 1o answer questions. I'n
Fact, all we gol were ganeralilties.

Now  we are on Tontarin Supply, a
bill for over a billion dollars of
the taxpayers'! money  that will he
spent, and we as an Opposition are
trying Lo find out how, whaere and
when the money will be spent and,
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once again, all we are getting are
blank stares Ffrom Ethe governinent
side, That dis not good enough.
Thatk i ot whiat: has aver
happened, Government has a

responsibility o AN Ser
questions, so T will pose a few,
n ralalbion o sonea of Ehe

expenditures: For the Department
of Development and Tourism we have
$20 willion- plus. Are they going
o take the initiabive Lhat bhis

party took when it Wé s in
govaermmeni: o build up a bLourist
industry dn  the province? Are

bhey going to use this key Lime of
year to advertise to make sure
thatt we gel  an increase, as we
have been getting over the Jlast
number of yaars, of Courists
coming into our province?

In fisheries, despite the crisis
we dre presently having in the
Province, there are many things
Lhak could be done b2y the
provincial government to increase
employment in Lhe fishery, to aid
fishermen and fish plant workers
W Lhe difFerent communikisas
around the Province. Is the $20
mitl ion heing spent: by the
Department of Fisheries going Lo
be speni: o enhanco infrastructure
around the Province? 7 presume 1t
5. Wo  have a very capable and
experienced Fisheries Minister
Fere, and  hopefully, i ha i 5
given some free rein, which he has
nol been Lo dabte, we w L1 ses some
improvements .,

In Forestry, where we saw a couple
aflf feeble abiempis Lo answer Fhe
question from the Opposition House
Leader today in. relabion Lo lkhe
Spray program, hopefully we will
gebt some more claar -cub Answers as
Lo how the ¢$16 million will he
spent there,

(n Ehe Rural Agricultural and
Northern Development heuding, ¢27
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million. We lalked aboul {1 he
agreameini, the  agreamant thal we
were lold was ready to sign.
Somawhere alang the Time someihing
went  wrong. The only 1hing that
is not constant is the change in
goverrinent in  Newfoundland. S0,
consaquently, if you have Lo point
the finger of blame, you have to
point ik &b that change in factor.

But aside fFrom that, e tha
Government cannot persuade or

cannobt agraee wikh the Govermient
in Ottawa and get a rural
developmnent agreanant signaed, what
is going to happen to the 53, 1
helieve, Rurial Developmant
Associations scaltered across the
Provincea, many  of whom — are on
thesr Jast Jegs? Within days,
some of  bhen w 111 have to close
down, will have 10 Jay off the
differaent co ardinators around Lhe
province who do {he legwork, Llhe

gpadework For the Rural
Naevelopmernt fssociations. 7 do
Aot know what amphas s Ggovarmmaeni
places on Rural pevelopment

Associations in Fhe Province, but
t do know the emphasi s Lhat we

place on  them. Rural Devalopment
was a  key faclor in our total
policy. Now b has  been hidden
auwlay somewhere in this great
Nepartment of Davalopment,

someihing that concerns eveary
person involvaed in  every rural
community of the Province.

Ts the Government going to use
some of this $20 million to keep
the Associations alive in the
Tobarim, wh ile we are wa iting for
an agreement?

i remember soma Yaars ago we weras
months wi L hout getting an
agreaamnenrt and  Lhe governmaent. ol
the day, our government, put in
sevaral hundreds of thousands of
dollars 1o keep 1lhe Nevelopmer
Asgaciations o iy, auw Ol
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provincial money, because we
balievaed in Rural NDeve Lopment
nssociatlions, and we helieved 1in
what they can do A the Province.
S0 is 1his money going to be used
For that purpose?

n relabtion bto acducatbtion, are we
going to use some of the dollars
o plan  the progran ta  hring a
good teacher aid program, or
s budant aid progran waybe we
should say, into the Province €O
that, ik will be ready to kick in
in September, something that was

in place, some thing thatb the
Newfoundland Teachers'
Assocliabion, and We have Lo

fFormer Presidents over there, who,
I oam sure, Wwill bae thunping the
Cabinet table and  thumping the
door bto the pramier's OFFice ko
make sure that it will be done.
Ga  is  khis  part of the Funding?
Maybe the different ministers who
are responsible w i11 respond, and
2 i particularly, would like to

hear from e Ministaer of
Nevelopment (Mr. Furey) in

ralabion Lo -the pural development
expenditure and the plan to keep
the Associabions aliva, O are
you going to idgnore them and let
hew die?  TF you do, you will lekt
part of rural Newfoundland die.
They are nok just independent of
other things that are happening in
NewFoundland. The praesent
fisherigs crisis is heing handled
in omany areas by and  through Rural

Development Associations. So
these Assoclations have Lo be kept
alive, and hopefully the

goverment of the day will see
that they will be.

My . Chairman, T hope we will get
back to what used to happen in the
House of  #as ambly, where we W i1l

see the Minister of Finance
el ting wp and dafending heis
estimales and his Supply Bill, and
IS wi L G e wieis bars
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answering some of the concerns
that we have raised so that the
people out there, whebthapr they are
fFishermen op people on Development
Associations, who are depending on
the number of government programs
will at Tleast KIow something i:hai
is going on. That His the reasor
you wanted Lhe Houysa opan, A
now  opean. The agenda ig yours.
el us  saee  if you  can  deliver,
Thank you, Mp. Chacirman.

SOMI [ION. MIMRERS -
Haar, haar!

MR, FURFY:
Mr. Chad riman .

MR . CHAXRMAN :
The haoi, the
Development .

Minister Of

MR. FURFY:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The hon. member raises a number of
questions with respect Lo tourisn
and with respect to rural
development. His  First quesiion
was:! Ts this government committed
Lo Lourism? € can tall him
absolutely this government is
comnitied to tourism, And T alsao
say, dn a spirit of fairness and
balance, that  much of the work
done by {he Previous government
with vespect to Fourism was  good
Work and we hope 1o build on ¢ Fread.

Dacausea thia s an Binpar tant,
indusiry faor This Province, and
S Oille af Gl money (o e

Intlerim Supply i1 will go
Cowards  thai, absolulbely.

The scoond Quaesiton, My, Chairmar,

W s wid respact to rural
development and  1h ¢ Daevalopment
Associalions. You know, we have
inherited quiba i bireed, M
Chairman, with respect to  this
problen, The  Former minis Lar is
right, there are fifty-seven
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Developmant fssociabions out bhara
that are very, very nervous, are
Very anxious to see justk where and
when this ayreement will be
signad, L tell him  that the
former government, and he 1is well
aware  of  this, had a number  of
years to prepare a document and
get raady io sign bhis AYroenant
In fact, there was an extension to

he old  ayreemant For @ Futl
twelve months . So when the

Previous  agroement Tan o ol thare
W s “rn extension for twelve
months,  and  that has subsequantly
run-out as well. So wher you ask
us whearse is bhe rural development
agreement . The real question is
Why was mnot ha rural development
agreement sigpned by the previous
govarimeaint? Mhat s e Pl
question in Lerms of this dissue.

L refer the hon. the Leader of he
Opposition to his statement of
April 3, with respect,  whan he
talked about the approval of two
development dgreements, two FDRAg,
on behalf of his government at
that Cima, whearn he was the
Premier. He stated clearly that
an agraamnant Mad baen reachac
between the Government of
NawifoundTand  and Labrador and  the
Government of Canada wilh respect
Lo a rural developuant dagreaine
and  with respect to the Coastal
Pabrador dgraanmarni,

Lab e eiresh his  menor Yy ooand
quote verbatim, and it Says, T oam
pleasad o ainoiice today bhat he
Province has reachead agreement
Wiih the Govearmment  of Carnada to
provide continued funding for Lhe
roral  developmen Agiresmeint  angd @
comprehensive Labrador

agireamat,, ! Mo, Haere is tha
salient point, My, Chairman. "The

rural  developinont dagreament w1
provide funding 1n the amount of
429, 2 i T ion and Lhe
comprehensiye Labrador dagreement
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will provide funding of $58.3
million, cosboshared 70O/30 betwean
the two Jevels of governmenl. over

a [ive year peariod. T am plaasad
to announce we nave reached

agreemant, '

Well the fach of the matier s
that you can Dbe @as pleased as
punch, but thare EES no
agreement . Nothing was reached.

The Premier, myself and the
Minister of Fisheries had cause (O
have meeltings with our federal
counterparts just Friday pasth and
they knew of no agreement that had
heen reached. Ts ikt nobl passing
strange that this particular
announcemnant  was nade on 3 April,
spventeen days before the
glection? Veary convenient, was LU
not, M. Chairman? I tell you,
Lheis gouariment b5 comn it bed
strongly 1o rural development. Tt
is nobt swallowed up by @ blgger
department . Tl will be
intergrataed i, and made  heittar,
for eueybody who Tives dn  rural
NewfoundLland and fabradar,

SOME HION. MUEMBNREG
Near, hear!

MR, FUREY:

Now, Mr. Chairman, with respect to
the speciiics, we have askad Mr.
Croshie and hys colleague, M.
MacKay, ©o immadiately move Coward
the signing of & Rural Development
Agreement, hecause the member for
St Mary's - The Capes is
absolutely right when he says
lot of people out there are
anxious. Fifty-sevean NDevaelopmants
nssociations have been hanging out
in the wind for mora Fhan @ year
through this exlended period for
this agremaent. T tell him bthat
we told M. Croshie that more than
twenty -five associations to date
are Jliving an letters of comfort,
which is simply b ldge financing,
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of $10,000 per association. In

Fact, some ol the Tebters weras
signed hy ny pradecessor, the
minister for Nov thorn AFFairs, 0

guess., or was thal the ancillary
ministry o the varal Development
and Agriculture?

some of these associations have
Tattars of comfort signad by the
member for Humber Valley. I have
subsequently g lgned a nunber of
them, too, but this 1is mereaely
bhridyge Financing. Fupthear to
that, we have advanced a $50,000
advance on  the rural Deavelopment
Agreement that we hope to see
gigned for U he operalking cos e oul
of the Gander of fice for the

cantral office 50 we are
committed., We are worried, we are
deeply warr iead, aboul rural
development, and we want the

Governmmant  of Canada ko coms O
the table. T+ 4 @ priority {for
tne Pionier and fFor this
government, and we are working
toward that,

SOME_HON . MIEMBFRS:
Hear, hear!

MR. HEARN:
What happens when the $10,000 runs
out?

MR, FURFEY:

The member asks me whal happens
whan bhe $10,000 runs Qui, Wall,
hopefully the agreement will he
signaed bub you are right. Tn samne
cases  some of the letters of
comfFort have run oult and that is
something that we can bring bhefore
Cabinal Lo see iF more money  CAan
he forwarded. But at this time we
ara waiting For the next fouriseen
days to see Mr. Croshie's position

and hopefully ne w1 have
somathing to hring Lo this
gou&rnment Lhatl we Caan ASS OGS,

evaluate and sign without too much
il b,

No. 2 RO/



MR. CHATRMAN :
The hon. Lhe wmember for Kilbride.

MR. R. AYLWARD:
Thank you very wuch, Mr. Speaker .

First of all, s4ince Lk is  your
first day in the Chair, I want to
congratulakte you, seeing T did sik
there one time before, Tt ds &
very cimportant place ko ba in this
House of Assembly and I am sure
you will do a good Job there.

SOME HON . MEMBERS
Hear, heuar!

MR. R. AYLWARD:

AT bar  jusi _Tzshwning fo the bon,
Mindsler of Development 1 want to
make A couple of sabament s, e
said earlier on, when he got up,
of  the  commibment Hhat  this  new
goverinenl has to tourism, and I
have no doubt thar they do have o
commitiment to tourism. Tt dis the
Faskask growing industry ip our
Province, It dis certainly a big
employer of paeople in our Province
and there ds & lot of room for
@xXpansion, But: T find it strange
that 3f there -g such a great
commitment  to  louri sin with  thig
new government that T cannot find
ane mantion of it in  the Throne
Speech, Tt certainly should be
mentioned at Teast e in Lhepra
somewhare , Tf 9t dis the fastest
growing indus iy, N A Y
extemely big employer, which 7 an
sure  the  hon.,  member For Moeunt

Scio . fell  Teland (Mr.  Walsh)
Wil dbtensi LG, L siroantd
cerdainly lake a priorily din {he
auverall plarns Vi) iy P

government ,  and 1 has nol takern
Ay priority ai o all ip this Throne
Speech, =mo T hope Lhat ds not ar
ndication of whatt s to come.

3
7

e hon, Mmiiister also mnant ioned
thal rural developmenl will not he

=

swalTowed  up by Dovelopinent i
’ y f
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Just bell i For his OGN
information that I was fortunate
anough  that the First departbiment
I ever had was Rural, Agricultural
and  Norlthern Development and T
considep it to be the best
departiment in thig govarnmnent , I
certainly enjoyed it there. It dis
a people deparbmani . Aut while T
was in that department, the
Dapartmnent: of Develapmeant W §
always trying to take programs
{rom Rugeal Devalopment into lheir
department, and T resisted. Yat
We Ve a4 new goveramern b in place
for a couple of months now and the

whole  department Aol only  some
Programs, the whole department
e disappearad, T has hoan

swallowed up by Development, and
wiltioul i ha minisiter s aittention,
and T am sure he will give it that

attentian, i i gy b he
difficult for the staff, for the
prrograing i tha Depaitmant of

Rural Development., ag it Wa s
called, to take a priority 9 bhat
department because it s a vaery
big and Lnportant department I
just want to suggest to the
minister thait we will be keeping
an eve on what 1is happening with
rural developmant, and T am sure
with his attention it will survive
but ik is goi g to he extremel y
difficult to survive in such a big

department, T 117 disagree
that it was taken away from being
A separate  deparitmani . The Rural

Development Association is
anbral, Al e associaticns
themselves and every meeting Lhat
Loattendad with Chem  were aluiay s

asking for & separate Furil
development, depariment . Tuake

agriculture away and take northern
davalopmeni away,  bhat was Bhedle
philosophy. So il will he
interesking to sae asuvar  the next
little while what Lhe Rural
Developimeni. Council Nas Lo sa v,

I e sure §f it does not work this
way  they will have SOMe say in it
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in the future,

T just  wanit o alsa  expreass

concern 1 hat 1he Mindster of
Financa i3 not presaniting his
Tilerim Supply today. T do not
understand Lt T am nob saying

{his 10 bhe facetious.. T really do
ot understand why tha Minister of
Finance, who is a very competent
parson - T have melt i saverdl
{imes belore. HE has heen
involved in public Tife cin bhis
Province for gquite & number  of
yaars, a long Cime as § rawmember.
le is a —

MR, TODRIN:
Former Prasident aof the PC
Association.

SOME HON., MFMRERS:
Hear, hear!

MR. R. AYLWARD:

Former member of this House of
Assembly . T do nob nndgears tand
why he ds nol presenting it.
Maybe somet ne in® the debate, ovar
ithe next lhree or four days, he
will gei up and axplain why bihis
change in procedure. The
pprasidant of  Tredsiiy Roard Ls o«
very competent fellow, no doubt,

but he  cannob handle  all e
depariment s, you have 10 share the
raspons thilibies ael delaygaie
somehow . Certainly dt 1s not @&
ma s bar of thae Pras idant ol
Treasury Roard delegating

=l

responsibilities, The Minister av
Finance has responsibilitvies, when
he was sworn in as winigtaer he was
giver responsjbi]ities, and part
of his responstbilittes arae Lo
defend The Interim Supply Bill. I

would tmagine thakb he will read
ihe BRudget Speech. I guess that

will come wikthin the next coupla
of weeks. Cartainly he will have
to do bhat, bub that, again, is
part of his responsibilities,
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ATy y the  minisbter  that T an
shadowing on the opposite side, T
L sura  he  Lsoovoery nsed  to  bhe
public life. He served on Cily
Counc il two diffaren o tarms now
and he Ja ) very competent
Fellow. i just  haue a [ e
quesltions for him and I am sure he
Wil geb up and dnswer thein,
unlike some of the other members.

T remember, first when I became
minister of 4 dapartment:, tivis
debate was the opportunity for a
pqew minister to gei up and give a
few of his ideas. It is
widerany ing. vou do not only have
to talk about the certain amounts
of woney thab are in your budget,
you can get up and expreass some of
your ideas with regard bto W hat
plans you have For the fTuture.

ATl the  new o omilnisters in the
second row of ministers there
should be Jjumping up Foday  and
telling what ddeas they have for

the ir dapartmernis aind also
explaining some of the reasons why
the  large  Bid billion Tatarim

Supply Bill has come through this
dopar tnani.

T do  hauve  soe gues Clons  bhab E
would Jike +the hon. Minister of
Munic Lpal and provinelal  AFFalrs
to answer, and T am sure he will.
One  of the gquestions Fhat L have
is that there is  almosl $56.5
nittion allobied i this tnter i
Supply for the Department of
Mupicipal AFFairs. rowould  just
1ike to know how much of  that
money  will  be spaeni  on capital
projects and  how much of that
money will be regular, day -to day
current projects. Maybe most of
i owill, bub T think LF bhere is
an Interim Supply Rill before us
today, as Lo is, that thaere should
have been a great ef Fort made to
include a  lob of  capital noney
snto  this budget because, as I

said eartier Foday, it 1w
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exitremely important o the
constructiaon workers in this
Provinca that we stari: s0Ne
municipal capital projects because
the  constkruction companias, Lhe
engineering companies aric the
construction workers in this
Province desperately need the
work. Tt is very Lmportant that

we getl the water and sewer
servicas cinto  (he towns  that  are
going 1o get them this year,

Toam sure you will be Fair  and
equitable, as you said you would
bhea, hui: it is Lnportant: that
whalever monjes you have -~ T krow
when T was Ministor of Municipal
ATTFairs, albeil i+ & brief while,
Lhe vecomnendal jonsg wera nade by
The  Capiial Projects Roard, T

nelicve it L callad, i our
depariment . They Rer e all
preparad, T have a copy of bhes

somewhere in oy las. They were
ready to be announced and we couyld
have dincluded a Jol of money inp
The Tnterim Supply  BiT1 o Gt
them done. We do have & shoprt
construciion period. Mhat: s g
facl of life in our Province. We
have bean very Fortunatae bEhis
Spiring to have a good Spring, the
First Spring  that T can ramembar
having in quite some time,
actually. We have had a good
Spring. We could have had
construction sbtarted MTow ., IF we
are going to wait for the budget
to be approved, we have a cauple
of weeks to a month Lo wait, Thern

we  have Lo putb tanders g 1 he
paper, so we have a couple of more
woeks Loa s monih, 500 wWe  ara
talking about August, Refore 1he
constirucitiorn COMPEr ey it
mobolize we are talking Seplember,
s theroe  wmight i, Ghere g g
chance A hat there will be  no
construction, Unless we o it

quickly {his year lhere will he ro
cap i tal M e ipal cormstruaclt fan
this year, Bul even if {here i,
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we AT gaing o slart our
construction and get oup prices
i, i October, Novembhar  and
December the projects will be
s barted, wihen T beligve the
construction estimates are at
least 30 per cant higher - the
hon. member for Mount Pearl might
k riony Lhat Lhe consbruction
estimates are at least 30 per cent
higher at that time of thae year,

MR. WINDSOR:
Mal s right.

MR. R. AYILWARD:

TL is not a good time to be doing
mun be ipal work.

WG I et s Yo iy Linto hat
depariment one of my priorities
Was yoing to be was yoing to ke an
early lendering system, T pass
thatt oal to  Hhe hon.  membor o
his consideration for next yeur
thall  they  should try i, as ik
done in Transportation, to bring
i 5 O1M met-haod of A aarly
tendering system to get the
majority of municipal capital
works started early. We started
P bwo years aga, The hon. menber
for Harbour Main (M, Doyle)
started it, briefly, Fwo years ago,

SOME_HON. MEMBERS:

Hear, heapr!

MR. R. AYLWARD:

We gob some projecis an  he WEHY
Tt was not brought in big enough,
We o should  be  uble Lo got garly
tenders out for the fmung cipal
Cakslinal Funding,

Gome guestions T waouid  Tike the
hon. ministier 1o an Swer before my
Lme g ol bosides fhe e on
capdtal and current , and mayhe {he
Prasidont of freasary Board might
gel up and answer questions, 1oo,
e Tude U5 bhero  any nGrey i
Lhis Interim Supply  Rill fop the
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@comnomLc recovery team? T would
imaging that s going Lo cosi some
money. We need 1o know  some
details on bhat,

MR. WINDSOR:
Ask 1he Mindsler of Tinance, He
should kinow.,

MR. R. AYLWARD:

The Minisler of Finance will
probably  know that, yes, whan ho
stands. That economic recovery
team  bs  supposed bo be sel up LN
thirly days, so T guess we have TO
havea monaey tharea becausa the
budget will not be approved in
Lhivty days.

[  thare monay in  this Interim
Supply Ri1l1 - wmaybe the Minister
of Municipal Affa ire could answoer
this for me - to solve all the
problems in the Province's rew

water and sewer cor‘por-ation?
There should be. That Ls suppose

to bhe sel up fairly quickly. It
1looks like bthere should be monay
in this JInterin Supply BRill for
the waber and saewer corporation.
And maybhe he can give us some of
his ideas on how fhat s ygoing Lo
warl, and probably could 1ell has
he  had any  conuaers abion with the
Major of ihe citly of St. John's on
how e Feels abou v losing atloof
{he equity 1hat ithe cily of S8t.
John's and khe Cibty of Mount Pedrl
and wmany otlher ¢ jlies lewisporie,
Labrador  City, they all Lnarce
100 per cenl. T bhelieve, | abrador
city is one of the communibies in
ihis Province that {inance their
cap ital works 100 per cent thiroudah
Lheir QWM wilhout government
assistance. The miniskter waybe
can glve us some information onN
that .

There s one ob her problen in
setting up this municipal
corporation, what <o you do w Lth
the existing &1 hillion debt or
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almost &1 billion that is onb the

hooks — now? Do you write & hat
of f? Do you pay for 1t? Do you
buy 187 Do you create d [Liggar

debt by buying hack water and
sager  projocts  from ithe City of
at. John's and other who used that
by  the way Cor ralsing  bhelr  owr
funds? And it will cost them some
Woadaches.

T have some  obhoer quas b ions here,
ifF I can read my own writing. One
of the problems and PE s an
immediate problem now of a delay
L having he capttal WOrks
projects. Today for the first
e i Many  years as T have been
elected and as many years before
that, and partly because of the
reason for @& delay in capital
projechts in Municipal AfFfFairs, the
60/40 program in particular, the
children L Of the backlines in
the Goulds have to walk to school
Loday . rhe school buses did nok
go wup to the backline of the
Goulds because the road s in such
a bad state of disrepair.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

That  ordinarily wonuld he Fixed by
now, fixed during the Spring and
the childraen woutd not have bo bhe
walking 1o scC hool 1oday. Tt is
gquibe « distdancs Fram  Ruby Line
into St. Kevin's A nd  the Goulds
Flamantary  HSchoo Ties 5 Fhat s
another consequence of the delay
and anothaer  reason Wiy we s trould
have more money in this  TInterim
Supply for sowme O € the capital
projects Foyr Municipal Affalrs.

MR. CHAIRMAN:
The hon. mwenbar's time has elapsed.

MR. R. NYLWARD:
Okay. I will try again.

MR. GULLAGE:
My, Chairman.
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MR. STMMS:

T Lhe Minishar of  Muinicipal
AfTairs wishes {o rise T will be
happy o wa i i ny Ui, M.
Chairman,

MR. CHATRMAN:
The hon. the Minister of Municipal
Affairs,

SOME HON, MEMBERS :
Haar, hear!

MR. GUILLAGE:

Mr. Chairman, T  thank the hon,
member for his ques ions, Firsily
dealing with 1he amount in Interin
Supply for this particular
depariment. In fact, $9.5 million
of  capital  ig included  in Ghe
Tigure guoled, We are attempting
as o quickly  as we can bo Finalisc
the capital works Tor this year
and  we  aro getiing close bto  thab
HOWE, T understiand 1he Urgency .
Mere i3 no quesiion, given ihe
namber of mundcipalities {hat are
concerned atiout: water, Semer,
roads  and  recreation and so  on,
Ehal  we  have bo, as quickly as
possible, make these announcementsg
s0 that tenders can be called and
the work can be commericed, We do
understand the urgency, and we are
speaking to jt,

My staff, of course, as the
Oppos ikion knows, are in cons kant

consultation with the various
comnunities involued. The

priority list js an ongoing Jist,
consiantly  being monitorad . Tn
facl, since we took office two
weeks ago T have had some  alblbep
discussions wilh various councils,
and some of you, in faci, hau ¢ had
discussions wii 4k e as well,
waking  sure  Ehat o phe prioeilios
are establiched belore we Tinalirze
Lhe  capital works for this  yoar,
Fodbdnk in all fairness, as has
alveady beaen menl icnaed by balp
sides  of | he House, we have jpn
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fact not been politicul at all,
Ti has  been done  on 4 priovitky
basis, on the needs in the various

distiricts ard i Fhe vdrious
communities, the needs as
prriorized, A Fact, oy tLhe

communities and based on, in most
tases, on five year plans that
have been put in place and are

ongo-ing, not Jjust il current
decision but an ongoing plan,

Finalizing work, in  some  cases,

and commencing work in others.

A member mentioned eudrly
tendering. Tt dis cindeed a good

point. I think we can, in fact,
aut beyond this budgebt it ig very
difficult this year because of lLhe
urgency and  ihe fact that we dra

already behind, {here i% o
quaes tlon Lhads e are, and  we

should already be out to tander on
these capital works, whelher it be
water and sewer, roads, recrealion
Facilities, or W b auer Wi
should already be to tender, but
we all know that thig House has
been delayed in opening, not of
our doing on the govermnant side,
but it certainly has been delayed
i opening, and because of lhat we
have been unable to  start the
pProcess  as wearly as wae would have
liked. In the future, T think we
cdan address Chact Wi their the
department . We would like to see
decisions mude and  Lenders called
for various projects throughout

Lhre Province, i the various
communities, a Jlot earlier than
this, and thara is  really Mo

reason for nol doing so giver thae
Fact  bhat we do have  plans  in
place, plans for the communiily set
down . A pricrity Tist ig atlradady
established for water and sewepr
and  roads im0 he major  ared, Fhe

Municipal Af Fadrs side . iThose
prricriiy Tigthy, i ey are
followed, in Lhe varioys
communit ias ciined disirichs Can

indeed see the tendering process
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started earlier in the year. I
would certainly Tlike to saee that:
happen in the next year. Now we
have bto deal with where we are at
Lhe present, and as quickly as
possible we will be announcing
capital works for this year.

There a8 no queslion, Mr .
Cha Lrmert, e have a sarions
problem with waler and sewernr

Facilitias Lhroughont he
Province. There is no secrel on
Lhe goverament side, we have DI
billion  of requests  from the
vair Lous  communities, and ik is o«
cerious problem. More serious in
some parbks of the Province, as  wWe
all know, and Jn | abrador than in

othars. W have many , ey
communiiies that have good
Facililies in place. Certainly
our cilies are in good shape as
far As capital works are

concerned. There are some
excepkions in every city naturally
to bring them wup to & perfect
standard, if you Tlike, where all
water and sewer s in place and
all roads are completad. But
compared to alher areas of tlhe
Province, T think PEochs falr Lo
say tihat we have of our 340
incorporated communit Las  and  bosmns
plus ouer anot her 100
unincorporatad Areds, Tacal
Pnprovement diciricls, we have 1he
vast majerity some 380 parcanl, by
my  observations and my discussion
with my officials, in dire aead
and in greai need. fin emergency
¢ ilualbion  Lloonany  cases where  we
have 10 deliver services s
quickly as wa can. QrF  course,
those services and {hose needs
have bean priorized as much  as  we
can given the wurgency 1his year
with  capital works, have  baearn
priorized and have beean
identified. We have a lonyg way to
go. We did say Lhroughoutl the
campaign that a water and  sewsr
corporation, the feasibility of
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such @ corporation would be
addressead. We hava already
started work on that. I have a

ream  of officials working on it
rnow .

We do plan to address 1the serious
problem of wa b ar arnd G awWer
throughout the Province and in
Labrador and  we are addirass ing
Lhat now by way of studying the

protlam, hrav iny Gur officials
research iR wherever it is
aucassary, Tooking al,  what  ls
happening in other provinces and
other jurisdicticns and  Finding
solutions to what is probably the
mos i fupportant o LT enmnag in
municipal affairs area. We have
o come up wiihoa solubtion bto the
crying needs of communities
througliout thuls province and

Labrador, +to make sure that they
are brought up to & 3 Candard that
they would expect in this day and
age, and we are addressing that as
a department, and I want to assure
you bthat T will be reporting to
the House as we see the findings
of  this particular cowmi. btee  of
officials.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. bhe wmowbar For ilhride.

MR, R. AYLWARD:

Jusl & few more Diriel questions.
Toputoa Jabowo (questions bhere & il
i1 dis hard to remember Lhem all,
But he did aob make any mentian of
the water and sewer caorpo raltion
which s to be seit up. i he
would make some men Lion of that
during the election campa ign and,

MR, GULLAGE:
I just did it.

MR. R. AYLWARD:

T missad it, okay. T did ot
understand it, maybe he Can
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elaborate on i1 and give me some
movre  information, if T wmiszsaod e
Jast 1hing he said, maybe dt ds my
Fauli, Maybe he can elaborabe on
il & bil more. There is also a
couple of quasitions T have. Thare
has been a study presented to the
department, Fire Fightting needs of
this region T guess would be
generally the title, € am not s5ure
of the exact title, I would like
Lo know iF there is ANy noney  cin
this, there are some very serious
recommendations in Lhat, s bLheir
any moriey in Tnterdim Supply
associated witih lthat study  bhat
was done Jast year, and are there

going bo bhe any Financial
implicalions of the Minister

implementing  the Barry  lLearmonih
repord  which affects 1hig whole

region from Holyrood fo Ca pe Si,
Francis, There  might b é: S Ofne
Fiiancial imptical iong there, I
Ko lhere i a bit of &
conbravarsy Lo Paradise and
Conception Ray Soulh. There will
probabiy have L be S Ui
compronise din 1 hat area, so maybe
thosa conple  of  things L he

wanled {o  mention them, and T
guess  the most  lmportant thing to
me, the moslt dmporiant thing {o a
Lot of people in the Province . Me
did say 1hal there jg $9.5 million

in the asiclnatay for capilbal
projects and T would like to seae

and T am sure he can have il raady
for the House of Assembly
tomorrow, a list of ihe projaects
that would be considered i this
$9.5.

Thank you,
MR, SPFEAKER:

The lror, the
Faacar,

Opposition House

MR. GULIAGE:

T could speak 1o those {oo. T did
TS AR thiink Livis Whas Quaest iar
Perdod, bul 1 can certainly speak
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to Lthese additonal queslions, The
Woods Gordon  rapori 4 bn fack
into the depariment as you krniouw,
along  with  the i aearinonth report,
We do have to address both reportls
N a contaxt of coniitg up with a
regional approach to services,
Fire Fighting sarvices such s
water, garbage disposal and all
have to be addressed in a regional
context. That report will he
deali  with when we address the
Province of the existing Metro
Board and the annexabtion of Tands
within the jurisdiction of  that
board right now. Learmonth doid in
fact -~ the mandate of Learmonth
was o deal  wibth  the demise of
Metro Board, what to do with the
particilar Tands in quastion,
whether to annex Them Lo the
various  commdnibios adjoining  and
Learmonth has spoken to {hat. I
mave  reloased  Ghat ropurh as yaou
know to 1he wvarious cammunilies
invelved and we are study ing  bhe
allernatives that we would like 1o

sec exanined  lo thils partienlar
region as far as the Jurisdictions
i1 place  mow. The  Fact  bhat we

have 21 communities in the Naorth
Fazt dvalon  region  and deaciding
the boundaries of those

commun it ies cons idaring Lhe
existing boundaries of Metro Board
arl tha wabershad that is

contained the jurisdiction of
Matro Roard as well, When Ethat ig
spoken to and we have decision
Sy how ko proparly annex this
particular lands and how to setl
aui an authority Lo deal wilkh the
servicing aspect of the region,
the lWoods -Gordaon raport  and  Fhe
decision on the fire department -
wihe thear it ot cl b regilonal
context or whether it would be

same olbor  arrangement wil]l be
spoken to and addressed at that
e, Toocain osay  al Ghis Ok
thait we are @xaminirg the
Learmonth Repori  and o por s Tike
il becaus Lherae have bheeon
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several over the last few years,
as well. Tn the contex® of coming
up  with a decision on this
particular region, a decision on
bhoundaries, a decision on the
communities involved and how Lhey
will fit dinlo a regional serwvicing
authority to deal wikh sarvices in
the region, all that is being
lookad ab  now and my officials
have commenced, along wilh me,

gamining the alternatives aiidd
coming up wilh a solution thal we
will uwliimately present o the
House,

ME. CiHIATRMAN:

The  hon, the  Opposicion  dHousa

| aader.

MR, SIMMS:

Mr. Speaker, T just want o follow
up @ bit on what wmy colleague, the
hon. the member [or il ide (M
R. Aylward), has bheen trying to
get at wi bt h raspect ko tha
Mindister of Municipal and
Provincial AFFairs. Before T geb
into that, I found it rather
humourous , ko a cer Lain exbtent ab
least, that whern my colleaque, the
nember for Sk, Mary's The Capes
(Mr. Hearn), was standing a few
momenks ago asking ques Lions, the
premier looked quite perplexed and
I think was heard bao mubtar -
perhaps he did not "Well, you
Have nob askaed any ques bions . ! i
peliecve 1hat s what he said, or
somathing atong Tivas.

DREMTIFER Wi LS

T will iell the hon. member what
said: ‘An Tast somebo dy wiibh osanse
who da goling 1o ask cone

gquestions,

SOMEHON . MEMBERS
Hear, hear!

MR. WINDSOR:

Too byad i€ cannotb get S OMe
ANswears . When are you going ko
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answer some questions? You did
not answer any of the ones T asked.

MR. CHATRMAN:

order, please!

MR. SIMMS:

T am glad T made &he point and
gave the Premier an opportunity to
gat a bit of a risa and maybe show
4 bit of Jlife to his troops ouver
thera. T any eveni, Lk was
ralher dnteresling then Lo héar
e of  his  ocuwmomn inisiers, and
perhaps he heard that too, the
Minister af Mun e ipal and
Provincial Affairs, stand and say
Phat he  did  not realisce he  was
supposed to answer questions; he
did nobt know bhis was a gues Fion
period. My suggestion  to the
ppamier iLs that  maybe he should
call an emergency caucus meeting
right after the llouss closes, and
explain to members opposite that
they certainly are entitled to get
up and answer questions and enter
into dehata,

Now, Mr . Cha.irman, T want e
follow-up on what my friend, the
member For Kitbhride (Mr. R.
Aylward), asked. one of the
gquestions  he as Kad the minister
had to do with t abling a list of
mun e bpal cap it tal projechs. T
also noliced & cou ple of front

bemen  ombnisbars  wubier ing  under
Lheir breath and making GOme
poferonce, o doani, Lo what
transpired din 1 he pastl. Putl T

pomind  nenbors oppos e that  Ghey
are 1ol the goverrment and T
wondar  LF thoy will e P LEE UL T iy
commilments made by 1 hem when they
ware  in Opposibion as ar Ciculataed
by resolutions, for examnple,
placaed by bthe i iberal Party in the
House just last -year, s a matter
ol faci, whap iz Honour, the
Speaker, when he was a lowly
member of the House ds OpROs ad to
being elevated to the Speakership,
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Presented a resolulion asking, 'RF
T FURTHER RESOLUED Lhat
goveriment aller the. budgetling
praciice hy specifying the amaant
proposed for @ach municipality
instead of nsing block Fuine g . !

S0 we  are a8 SUmihy That the
ninister will be doing that when
the Budgel comes down nexlt week.
That is the kind of appiroach  we
anlicipale they are going to give,

The same thing with the Minister
of Warks, Servicaes ard
Transportation who earlier made
reference to the fact thall he was
going to bhe making public the

projects, T would A S UM Chat
will be done 4in the House of
Assambly, U suspect {hat is their
inlention, T Just want to make
sura that they are going to follow
through on those kinds of

resolutions, and not  in Lha same
way as olher resolutions they put
Forth and did not Follow throngh
on . For example, one resclulion
Fe e calls For a SOPara i
Nepartment  of  Rural Development ,
winich s rather intares Ly,

AN _HOM ., MEMBER:
Who pul 1hat down?

MR. STMMS:

That was put Forward lasb year by
1he Tormer Opposition House
leadar, "BEIT RESOLUED Lhat bhe
administralion proceed immediately
Lo the  creabbion of a sapardba
Departmenlt of Rural Development.'
Obviously, they did  not  Follow
through on that resolution, which

is one thatl they obviously
believed in. There are others, of
course, as waell ., T marntionaed
egarlier the ones aboul the school
tax  aubhoritios. Naw, i tharae

was any  doubl  aboul it because
members waro shaking their fravad s,
they just happened to dig it wup,
Nid there i Qe Fram e
President of Treasury PRoard, 1{he
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Government House leader, and tlhis
iz very c¢lear: "BETT  RESOILVED
that School Tax Authoriiies be
avolishaed, that goveramen! collact
the revenues and dishurse...' atc.

ale, That was Lheir posilion lask
year . In fact, there was @
subsequeni: resolubion put. furth by
the former Leader of the

Opposiltion on he saine thing,
'Introduce legislation eliminating
School  Tax Aukhorities. ! S0 iF
there dis any doubt 1in anybody's
ni.riel as o what Lhe Liberal
Party's position was, there it
is.  They now appear Lo be Fudging
a bit on it.

I want to get back to my old
fFriend, the Minister of Finance.
By the way, for the information of
Lhe ™Minister of Fnuironment  and
Lands (Mr, Kelland), T wonder how
he Feels aboui his resaolulion bhat
was passed not 1oo long ago, &
cotlple  of  years aga,  calling on

the governmern! to create i
separala  departwent  of  Labradore

af fairs? They did nol seem lo be
too  excibad about that, T guess,
after they formed the government ,

I want 1o ask the Minister of
Finarmce specifically . wea w11
obuiously have to ask the Minister
of  Finance questions Lamorraow Lo
Question Period. IL is the only
Way, it appears, that we are going
to get him on his feet, There is
Mo need of fhat . Fi Crnbkerin
Supply there can be debate back
and  Forth, there can be quaestions,
there can be answers . The
Minister of Finance is permilked
to speak in this debate. Now, I
do not know if anybody has told
him  or  what his  problem is.
Parhaps the minisitar  has sbhrep
throat, ar a bad cold or
somatning, but iLf b has, would he
at least get on his feel and tell
s Ehat, Lomean, we just want ko
hear what he has to say in defence
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of this Interim Supply Bill which
he, himself, has givan nobice af

and which he, himself, has
attached his name to. That Ls
all! We want to know what your
position on it is as bthe Minister
of Finance. The individual
minisrers can Arrswer quaesiions

from time to time, but 1he
Minister of Finance Car also
answer questions on behalf of
other minishers, who apparaently
are loo shy 1o stand up or not
allowed to stand dpg or have heen
asked nol 1o stand up, or whatlever.

We are siill wailing to hear 1lhe
mentze s oy Placentia (M. Hogain)
who an hour ago caid, 'Ah, we will
e o thiera, We  willo be Chara. !
Well, we are Tooking forward to
bear oy Crom the hon, TS IETS

T am  particularly intarested in

hearing Lhe Minister of
Fucation. Two or bhree Glhnes now
we have asked him to stand and
give us his comments with respect
to School Tax futhorities. That

has to do wikh revenuaes. Tt nay
have to do with Interim Supply for
all we know. We do not know. We
have no idea.

My Ffriend asked about the Waber
and Sewer Board. T wish somebody
would elaborate on fhat oa bib. Th
seems lo be @ brainchild of lhe
Premiar, T haellieve. T do not R
i anybody else understands it or
nows  wach about L, ol we  woutd
really Jike lo hear @ bitl more
elaboration on L. Mayba L
Premier can be entice d 1o gel up
Cor  ten minutes and ylve us Ghe
benef il of his knowledge on all of
Phese Liporbani maiiers.

e Feonowin Recoveary  Taan: Nour X
thought that thal was an excellent
quashion pase d by the wmember For
Kilbride. Nobody responded to
that. Te  thaere fundiig in  The
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Tnterim Supply Bill to assist 4n
the creabion of  this so -called
Economic¢ Recovery Team, which +Lihe
Premier has touted Ffrom time Lo
time? Is there any funding in The
Interim  Supply Bill for bhat?
They are nodding. Well, why did
somebody noi gai up and kell us
that there is and how much it 1s?
How much is o knere for the
Fconomic Recovery Team? The
Prasident.  of Traasury Board has
nodded and yes, there are funds in
here  for  bhe Feosnomie  Recovery
Team estab)ishment, and he nodded
cairllar to his  oseat  maba, hea
Minister of Developmenl, &as u i R i 8
is going to be under his puirv e,
T do not know. Bult wherever it
s, would somchody please gei up
and 1ell us where it 1is Jocaled,
and  how wmuch there is in fnterim
Supply for that particular purpose.

Tf the minister, whoever it is
supposad  to be, cannok tell us,
then surely the Ministenr of
Finance can tell us. That 1is @
fairly legitimate question and we
are looking forward Lo hearing the
answer.

MR. TORIN:
Tt 1is going to have its own
saparate (inaudible)?

MR._SIMMS:
Well, that s what we want to
hear .  wWhai @s invotued?

MR, TORIN:
T can tell you who i going Lo

Cha i, i, Lo,

MR, STMMS:

My colleague is @ yary
nculaedyaab e o e bduad, bk
unfortunately he s no + a mewber
of  the goveriment ks ERRTIICI {

wanl to hear it From somebody dn
the  govermnent wilio purporits Co
know whal is going on over there,
aitd there wust we somebody haesides
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the Premiar,

Maybe 1he Minister of Fmployment
and  Labour Relations could gait o
her feel and 1ell us whal 4s in
The Tnbtarim Supply BTl in berms
of  Tunding 1o assist in Lhe

creal ion of Jjobs i Liris
Province, That would be &n

intaresting thing for samebody Lo
say from 1he governmenl side. We
would really Tike to hear soiebody
say someihing aboul 1hat, and the
Minister of Fnploymeni. i the
appropriate one to do so. We
would really Tike ko hear what har
views are with respect to whether
or not there is enough money ‘in
Lhere to get things off the ground.

The Minister of Municipal  and
Provincial Affairs, who has all
the responsibililies Fop culbural
aectivities, recreation, municipal
affFairs, was oubt in Grand Falls
the weekend and T would say of the
200 delegates bhat wero there, 180
must  have spoken 1o him and asked
nim For wonay, Toam sure of it
17 that did nod happen, then {here
was  something  unusual  aboul  ii.
So there are all kinds of
questicns  we  aro asking, , IR
nobody s gelling up 1o respond.
Fverybody gebs up and says, 'Well,
we are Jooking al all thal, we are
Etiinking  about all this, and in
due course we will let you kriow, '
Bui would the Ministaer of Finance
please gel Lo his feel. We will
give him the commitment Lhat  we
will be quiet, absolutely quiet,
For the Len minukes - not sven ten
minules, there are only five
minutes laftk,

MR, STMMS:

We  want to  hear his melodious
voice, We wank to  hear what |e
sounds  like as the Minister of
Finance .

MR. CHATRMAN:
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The hon. memborts fime has elapsaod.

SOME HON. MIMRERS:
Hear, hoard

MR. STMMS:

If the minister is prepared to
siand, T owill o sir right mow  and
listen to the Minister of
Finance, T look Forward o it

MR. WITNDSOR:

Here comes the Minister of Finance.

SOME HON. MEMRERS:
Haar, hear!

1R. _BAKFER:

——

Mr . Cﬁ&mean.

MR. WTINDSOR:
When is he going to resign,

AN HON. MEMRBER:

e has no choice but Fo resign.

MR.CHALRMAN :
Order, please!

MR. BAKFR:

M. Chairman, fime g going by and
there are a few questi ans, from a
nmber  of  speakaors oppos ite, bhat
need to be dealt with very
b iafly . Some  of  thom  have beean
answered  and some of Lhem have

noin, and T will iry to deal wi th

1he faw thiad have not been
Aarswerad T owould Tike to point

out  that there has been d4 real
scarcitly of  quesiions and Lhat
disappoints me. We are din a bit
of a hurry to gei TInbterim Supply
through, and T would expect in the
time  that we have available that

members opposite will take the
Opportunily, raichar han sinply
politic ard 80 o, tao ask

sans ibhla, pirolying

intelligant,
questions concerning The TInterim
'

Supply 80111 itselr,

Some of the Lhinges oulstunding:
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An dtem deall wilh by 1lhe member
For Grand Falls, the Opposition
House leader, poinling out that we
asked for details when we wera
sitlting in Opposition and so on.
T would just like ko reiterate for
his purposes again, because he may
have been absent when T explained
the first time, that there is a
tremendous differance betusan
asking {or ITnterim Supply 1in the
House after a budgell has beaen
presenied and before a budget has
basn prasented, We ars in  the
unfortunale circumslance, simply
because of the Tack of concern of
members opposiie, 1hat the House

feads titarim  Supply baeforae o«
budgel Js hroughi in. T ae
unfortunatss, but that L5 e
aitual ion that we have been pul

Lir, o we took ouar Gthroo wae Ay
and we have proceeded very gquickly
to gebt bo the point whore we Dayao
Interim Supply but 1he budgel ids
ot quite raddy .,

So bafore the budgel, when Toterin
Supply ds  brought din, there are
certain restriclions an ministears,
obviously. I pointed out at Lhe
beginning that there werae some new
initiatives that were being funded
ard T indicataed Ehe ganaral
amounts, but we really cannot go
into a lob more detail until the
budget comes in. 1f, however, we
had proceeded as  we  should have
proceeded this yeaar, with the
flouse open in February, the budget
in March, then Interim Supply to
give you woney to  bide you aver
for a monlh  or  lwo, Lhen the

Tolorim Supply debabte  alfter  the
budget Js @ tolally dgifferent
meiia, T just want bo reiterabte
{ hat Tor Lhe Qpposition lHouse

eadar, Obvioustly, fu doas now
understand that Tine poind ol

par T iwnentary practice,

MR. STMME:

That s prebtly {ine,
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MR. BAKER:
T would also Tike to say to the
member for Grand Falls that
general policy queskions,
questions on broad policy items to
ministers aire probably hetter
handled in Question Period rather
Lhan in an Interim Supply debate.
I would just like to indicate that
to him.

My final comment is Ffor the member
for Mount Pearl who asked a few
quastions; some of  them have been
answered, some of them were Loo

i1ty and  Tudicraous boo answar.
Bul 1here is one that T would like
to deal with very heiefly.,  lie has

the unmitigated gall 1o ask why we
Meave ol dlevaed more girickiy, bhab
coming Ffrom somebody who was in
govermnent dud was a mamber of  bha
govearnmernil thal saw  Lhis House
closad for alaovaen manihs, o
would not open the lHouse, who
would  thave nothing o do  with
opening the House Lo wmake sure
Ehat we bad bhiings done properly.

SOME _{ION. MEMBIERS:

Hear, hear! -

MR. BAKER:

Fha  unmibtigated galll We have
been in three weeks and we are
almost ready with Ghe budget. We
already have the House open. We
already  have an  Trbterim Supply
Bill before this House, The
Uil b lgated gallt

MR. WTNDSOR:
Whal garbage!

MR. BAKER:

Wy did wie nel o movae more gquickly?
M Chairman, T move  that  the
Commiilee rase, report progress
and aslk Teave to s i agailn.

Oon motion, Lhat the Committeea
s, rapor i pProgirass aricl ask
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leave ko silt again, Me. Speaker
returned to the Chair.

MR. SPEAKER:
The hon. 1he member for Trinity -
Ray de Verde.

MR. CIillAYRMAN :
Mr . Speaker, i he Commitiee of
Supply has considered bLhe mabtlars
1o them referred, have direcled me
Lo report prograess and ask leave
{o il again.

On  wmolion, report received and
adoptad, Coumiiltes ordered Lo sit
again on tomorrow.

MR. SPEAKER:
The horn. Lhe Government House
Leaadar.

MR. BAKER:
Thank you, Mr., Spaaker.

T would just like lo point out to
all members of the House thal bthe
intention 1ds to continue on with
Tnterim Supply Lomorrow.

On molion, the House at 3ts rising

adjonrned until bomorrow, [uesday,
May 30, 1989 al 2:00 p.m.
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