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The House met at 2:00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker (Lush): Order, please!

Before proceeding with the routine
business of the House on behalf of
hon. Members I would like to
extend a warm and cordial welcome
to 100 Grade VI students from St.
Kevin's School in the Goulds,
accompanied by their teachers
Sister Mary T, Judy McDonald, and
Marilyn Howard.

Some Hon. Members: 'Hear, hear!

Statements by Ministers

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the
President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Baker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I am wmaking this announcement
today on behalf of -the hon. the
Premier.

I am announcing today certain
changes 1in Government's ongoing
efforts to monitor the effects of
the Hibernia Development. The
purpose of this monitoring dis to
ensure that the Province takes
full advantage of “the project,
with the maximum possible spin-off
to local employment and the local
economy .

Mr . Speaker, Hibernia provides
unigue opportunities for economic
expansion in this Province. It is
the Government's intention to
ensure that every department and
agency that has a role 1in this
development focuses 1its attention
on the project in a meaningful
way . Already, a significant
amount of work has been done. The
Department of Development, for
example, 1s continuing with the
implementation of programs to
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ensure that +the Jlocal business
community is prepared, to the
extent possible, to capitalize on
the opportunities provided by
Hibernia. The Departments of
Education and Employment and
.abour Relations have carried out
significant work with respect to
training and education of the
local workforce. The start of
construction of the project also
creates new demands on
Government. For example, steps
need to be taken to ensure that
the social and environmental
aspects of the project are
appropriately monitored.

Mr. Speaker, I am announcing taoday
the establishment of a senior
level committee of public servants
whose responsibilities will
include the effective monitoring
of all aspects of Government's
involvement in Hibernia. This
Committee will monitor and
co—ordinate the activities of all
departments and agencies 1in every
aspect of the project. The
Committee's role will include
monitdoring the compliance of all
parties wikh the terms and
conditions of the numerous project
agreements in place. The
committee will report to Cabinet
through the planning and
priorities committee.

In order to provide the necessary
degree of priority to the
comnittee's work, Government has
decided that the committee have a
full-time chairman. This will
help to ensure that we have a
continuous review of the project
at all times and easy access Lo
Cabinet or Planning and Priorities
for the purpose of problem
solving. I am pleased to announce.
the appointment of Mr . Peter
Kennedy as Chairman of the
Hibernia Project Monitoring
Committee. Mr . Kennedy has




twenty years
experience in the Newfoundland
public service and has served
approximately ten of those years
as a Deputy Minister - 1in the
Treasury Board Secretariat, the
Department of Finance, and the
Intergovernmental Affairs
Secretariat. In addition to that
experience he has served as
Chairman of Newfoundland's
Negotiating Team 1in the Hibernia
negotiations from early 1986 up to
their conclusion last month. That
particular experience makes  him
especially qualified for this new
and demanding role because of his
intimate knowledge of the project
and the contents of all the final
agreements .

approximately

In addition to Mr. Kennedy, the
following dindividuals will also
serve on the new Committee, the
Clerk of the Executive Council,
Mr. Hal Stanley; Deputy Minister
of Mines and Energy, Mr. Gordon
Gosse; Deputy Minister - of
Development, Mr. Clyde Granter;
Deputy Minister of Employment and
Labour Relations, Mr .
Randell; and the Deputy Minister
of Environment and Lands, Mr. John
Fleming. ' '

Mr. - Speaker, Government is
confident that this structure will
provide the necessary
co~ordination that is required to
ensure that the Prouvince 1is fully
positioned to capture the Hibernia
benefits to the greatest extent
possihble.

Thank you, Mr, Speaker:

Some Hon, Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. Rideout: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker,
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Clarence.

I want to thank the Premier's
office, I guess, for sending wme a
copy of the statement 1in advance,
although it was delivered by the
President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Speaker, let me say right off
the top that the only thing worthy
of note in this particular
statement made on behalf of Lhe
Premier +today, 15 the admission,
public admission of negligence by
this Government

iWhen this Government assumed
office on M™May 5th, 1989 -~ the
President of Treasury Board can
shake his head until it falls offF
his shoulders if he wishes, but
the fact of the matter dis, when
this Government took office on May
5th, 1989 it inherited an Hibernia
Development Projects Commnittee, a
monitoring committee, Mr .
Speaker. Who were they? Peter
Kennedy, Gordon Gosse, Hal Stanley
and Clyde Granter, Mr. Speaker,
the very same people whose
re—-appointment the Minister is
announcing here today. Now, 1if
that 1s not negligence of the
highest order, I do not know what
it  is. It 1is a silly, silly
statement.

The Government should be condemned
for disbanding that Commilttee
eighteen months ago. It should
never have been disbanded, it
should never have 1lost that vyear
and a half of work that could have
been done in developing e
education programs and making sure
that companies and businesses idin
Newfoundland and Labrador were
ready for the Hibernia project.

It was negligence of the highest
order for the Government to
disband the Committee, but having
said that, we are finally pleased
that after eighteen months they
re—appointed the Committee almost




body and soul, person for person,
the group which they disbanded
when they took office.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Oral Questions

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr . Rideout: Thank you, M.
Speaker. I had a question for the
Premier, but in his absence I will
put the gquestion to the President
of the Treasury Board. Mr .
Speaker, could we have some order
while I am trying to put a
question, please? ‘

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Mr. Rideout: Last Thursday, the
Premier said the following in this
_House and for the benefit of the
President of Treasury Board, I
will just make a brief quote. He
said, 'we acknowledge that
managers of hospitals know more

about running hospitals +than the

Minister of Health or the
President of Treasury Board. We
have a limited number of dollars.
You, the managers, know how to
provide the services within the
limits of the funds available, so
you make the decisions.' The
managers of nursing homes and so
on have now provided the public
and the Government of this
Province with certain information
saying that frozen Budgets mean,
in effect, that they will have $60
million less to spend next year.

Now, Mr. Speaker, yesterday in the
House the Premier made the
following statement again, and I
want to tie the two together for
the President of Treasury Board.
The Premier said this: 'Like the
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Opposition, they, the managers and
the unions, do not know what they
are talking about when they wmake
those statements. In other words,
when they say the effect is a $60
million cut, 1,200 1less jobs in
the health care sector, they do
not know what they are talking
about' - the managers who were 30
good last Thursday, do not know
what they are talking about. I
want to ask the President of
Treasury Board, who knows? The
Ministers don't know, the Premier
doesn't know, and the managers and
the unions and the Opposition,
Nobody knows! Will the President
of Treasury Board tell us who
knows, who has the answers?

Mr. Simms: Good question. Oh
my God, (inaudible).

Some Hon. Members: Oh nol

Mr ., Speaker: Order, please!

Order, please!

The hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Decker: Mr. Speaker, I would

like to put this in context. The
first time the Premier spoke about
this issue he said that because of
this recession we find ourselves
in, it dis necessary for the
Government to not spend as much
next year, in other words, freeze
our Budgets.

Now we could have dogmatically
said to all the hospital boards
and the administrators and Lhe
chairpersons of those boards, do
that, do this, do something else.
But in our spirit of consultation
and co-operation, we went to the
people who were on the front
lines. The Premier said, they
know better than the Minister of
Health, and I agree with him, they
know better than the Leader of the
Opposition, they know better than




the President of Treasury Board.
We went to those people who were
on the front lines and we asked
them to come back with some
suggestions as to how we can do
that, That 1s the first part of
the question. So that is what the
Premier meant when he said they
are on the front lines.

Now, the next part of the question
was the Leader of the Opposition
talked about the announcements
that are being made, 600 jobs
here, 500 beds there, something
else somewhere else. The Premier
salid the hospital boards do hot
know what they are talking about
in that particular matter, nor
does the Opposition know in that
particular matter, nor does the
Nursing Home Association in that
particular matter, nor does the
Cabinet, nor does anyone. And the
reason, Mr. Speaker? Because the
decisions have not been made. Now
how can anyone know if the
decision has not been made? It is
pure speculation, Mr. Speaker.

So I do not see any contradiction,
I do not see any problem with it,
and I fail to see where the Leader
of the OQOpposition has any problem
with that, unless he is
deliberately looking for problems
with that, Mr. Speaker. Now that
is a very simple answer, without
any arrogance. It 1s a wvery
simple answer, Mr, Speaker, and I
am glad to give it to the people
of this Province.

Mr. Simms: Are you now confirming
there will not be any cutbacks?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr . Rideout: Mr . Speaker, I
suspect that when the Minister of
Health was informed the Premier
could not be here for Question
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Period today, he was called to the
Premier's Office and given a quick
PR crash course in how to answer
the questions, Mr. Speaker.
Mr, Simms: Using trick words.
Trick words.

Mr. Rideout: Now, Mr. Speaker,
let me -

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Mr. Rideout: Mr. Speaker, let me
ask the Minister of Health a
supplementary. The Board of
Directors of the Bay St. George
Senior Citizens Home announced on
October 22 past, not something
they might do, not something that
is speculation, but as of that
date there was a freeze on
admissions because of the Budget
freeze next year. Now 1is the
minister prepared to stand in this
House and admit to this House that
decisions, firm, hard decisions
are now being taken by some
institutions in this Province?

Mr . Speaker: Fhe hon, the
Minister of Health.-

Mr. Decker: Mr. Speaker, I would
be pleased to take a lesson in how
to answer questions 1if the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition would

take & lesson 1in how to ask

questions,

Now the Bay St. George incident.
The administrator of that nursing
home attended the meeting in
Carner Brook when I carried the
news out and explained that there
was going to have Lo be a freeze
and that we wanted to consult, we

wanted their advice and all of

this sort of thing. and 1 said to
them, go back to your institutions
and come up with some




suggestions. All of the boards
went bhack.

Now some of them did not
understand exactly that they were
to consult with the Department of
Health first,. The administrator
has bheen talked to; the Deputy
Minister of Health has talked to
him, and he misunderstood the
process, But he is very
conscientious administrator who
knows the system dinside out, Mr.
Speaker, and he said, and the
media cornered him - we are all
public people. We know how the
media grabs you before you have a
chance to really get your thoughts
in order. It happens quite
often. It happened to me. Maybe
I am human -~ and Mr. Bradley
explained that -he was approached
by the media before he had a
chance to put it in thought.

But what Mr. Bradley 1is saying is
this, If we are going to freeze
_our budget, here are some of the
possibilities. One possibility is
that we will close fifteen beds,
and in-order to do that maybe we
should stop filling these beds
now. You cannot put people on the
road, obuiously. So, 1if a bed
becomes vacant, we will not
replace it. That is one
possibility. However, Mr. Bradley
does not yet have the authority to
do that until his suggestions are
brought back to the Department of
Health and are studied by the
Minister of Health and his
officials, and a resocurce group, I
should say, which has also made
itself available to me. And at
the end of the day we might say,
look, it dis dimpossible to close
fifteen bheds 1in St. George's, it
might be bhetter to c¢lose them
somewhere else. That is a
possibility. And we are the ones
who are going to have to make that
judgement call, because we are the
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ones responsible. But up to the
present time, there wmight have
been a misunderstanding in Bay St.
George's, but that is no long the
case, Mr., Bradley now understands
that at the end of the day he
might, indeed, have to close
fifteen beds. I cannot say that,
but that decision has not yet been
made. Nobody knows that, not Lhe
Cabinet, not Mr. Bradley, not the
Opposition, because we do not know
what 1is going to come out at the
end of the day, when all of this
is analyzed. It has to be
analyzed, it has to be examined at
the end of the day, Mr. Speaker.
Thank you.-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

I have to stop the hon. Minister,
he is getting (inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: That was a very wise
decision by Your Honour.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Leader
of the Opposition,

Mr Rideogut: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker. Now, Mr. Speaker, let me
come back to the Minister of
Health. The Minister tried to
skate and flip-flop in saying that
the administrator of this home got
banged into a corner by the media
and made an intemperate and
perhaps ill-thought-out statement.

Mr. Speaker, let me quote from the
printed statement issued by that
administrator on October 22 -
printed statement, not getting
cornered by the media. '"The Bay
St. George's Senior Citizen Home
finds dtself in a position of
having to announce to the general
public that a freeze on admissions
to Lhis facility will take place
effective immediately’', Mr .
Speaker. Now that is not getting
caught out by the media. How does




square that with the
just gave to

the Minister
flippant answer he
this House?
Mr. Decker: simple, M.
Speaker.,

Very

Mr, Speaker: Order, please!

The hon. the Minister of Health.
Mr. Decker: Very simple, Mr.
Speaker. As I explained SO
clearly to everyone in the House
except the hon. Leader of the
Opposition, who 1s probably the
only one who didn't understand it,
the administrator in Bay St.
George's just got a 1little bit
ahead of the process. That memo
is null and void. That memo does
not exist.

Mr . Simms : It is not a memo

{inaudible).

Mr. Decker: That press release,
memo, proclamation, document,
contract, whatever it 1is, Mr .
Speaker, it does not exist. It is
null and wvoid. As of now the Bay
St George's Nursing Home will
admit people as they were doing
before the announcement was made.
Nothing has changed. However,
after his suggestions have been
put to the Department of Health,
have been examined by the
Department of Health, the day
might c¢ome that he might, dindeed,
have to close five beds or
twenty-five beds. That decision
has hot vet been made, Mr .
Speaker. But when it is made, the
people of Bay St. George's, the
Leader of the Opposition, the
people of Newfoundland and
Labrador will know it. No one 1is
going to hide behind our decisions
over here, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Leader

of the OQpposition.
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Mr. Simms:

Mr. Rideout: Supplementary, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I am going
to give the Minister of Health
another opportunity to confirm and
display to this House and to the
people of this Province his

arrogance.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Simms: Listen, now.

Will the Minister
confirm, Mr. Speaker, that
yesterday, here 1in the lobby of
this building, he spoke to a nurse
working at the Grace Hospital in
St." John's, just as he was waiting
to speak to the demonstration, and
said to her the following, and I
quote: if you did not have to get
your increases we would not be in
this mess. Is that a statement
that the Minister made to & nurse
in the lobby of this buildihg
yesterday? And did the Minister
say that, idin 1light of the fact
that that was one of the freely
arrived at - without a strike,
without arbitration - collective
bargainings in this Province this
year?

Mr. Rideout:

True or false.

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the

Minister of Health.

Mr. Decker: The simple answer,
Mr . Speaker, is no. That
statement was not made, Mp
Speaker. I have a lot of friends
that are nurses. I happen to live
with a nurse. I cannot guarantee
that never in my life have I said
that to a particular individual, I
cannot guarantee that. But I can
stand here, Mr. Speaker, and say
that vyesterday in the lobby of
this building, I have no knowledge
of saying to a nurse, from the
Grace, that if it was not for your
raise we would not have to do




this. I do not know anything
about that.

But I did say to the nurses that I
believe they are the backbhone of
the health care system, Mr,
Speaker.

An Hon. Member: Hear hear!

Mr. Decker: (Inaudible). I also
did say that we hold them in a lot
higher esteem than the previous
Administration did when they gave
averyone else a wage increase, Mr,
Speaker, and did not give the
nurses the dincrease that they
deserved,

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker:
for Grand Bank.

The hon. the Member

An Hon. Member: How much more can

you take?

Mr . Matthews : Thank you, Mr .
Speaker. My question dis for the
Minister of Fisheries, Last week
the Minister indicated that the
Port aux Basques fish plant may
not re-open this year. Is it now
official that this plant will not
re—open 1in time for the winter
fishery?

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Fisheries.

Mr. Carter: No, Mr.
is not official.

Speaker, it

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member

for Grand Bank.

Mr. Matthews: Thank you, Mr,
Speaker. Supplementary. Is there
still a possibility that the Port
aux Basques fish plant will
re-open ‘for the winter fishery?
What arrangements has the Minister
made in attracting a new operator?
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Mr . Speaker: The hon . the
Minister of Fisheries.

Mr. Carter: Mr. Speaker, I do not
want to build up expectations in
that area. It would be cruel, I
thinlk, But I can say that there
is a possibility, vyes, that the
fish plant will be operating 1in
time for this winter's fishery.
Nothing definite, mind vyou, bhut
there are negotiations going on
and maybe within a few days we
will be able to say more about it.
Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Grand Bank.

Mr. Matthews: Further
supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Would
the Minister be able to 1indicate
to the House and to the people of
the Province if the Minister and
his Department are offering any
incentives, financial or
otherwise, to attract a new

"operator, similar to that offered

at Twillingate - a $1 1lease,

.$30,000 @& month management fee -

in an attempt to have the plant
re—opened for this winter season
for the people and the employees
in Port aux Basques?

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Fisheries.

Mr. Carter: Mr. Speaker, I said a
moment ago that negotiations were
ongoing. Aind I am not aware at
this point in time if in fact the
people that are negqgotiating for
the plant will require any kind of
special help. I can only say that
if and when they do make such a
request, we will then look at it,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Humber East.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Ms Verge:

My questions are for the Minister




of Justice about the meeting which
took place at Corner Brook city
hall Tuesday night on the Fisher
Institute, Yesterday, the
Minister of Justice told the House
of Assembly, quote: ‘'at no time
did I tell +the Mayor of Corner
Brook that if he decided to admit
Ms Verge to the meeting that there
would be no meeting.' However,
Mr. Speaker, Tuesday mid-day
before the wmeeting, the Mayor of
Corner Brook told me that if I
insisted on going to the meeting
then the Minister of Justice and
the Minister of Education would
probably back out and call off the
meeting. Furthermore, Mr.
Speaker, the Mayor of Corner
Brook, vyesterday, +told CBC radio
'On The Go' that he discussed my
desire to attend the meeting with
the Minister of Justice and that
both of them, both the Mayor and
the Minister, decided to keep me
out. Mr. Speaker, how does the
Minister of Justice explain the
discrepancy between what he told
the House of Assembly vyesterday
and what the Mayor of Corner Brook
has said? Is the Minister of
Justice calling the Mayor of
Corner Brook a liar, or 1is the
Minister now willing- - to admit that
it was he, the Minister of
Justice, who pressured the Mayor
of Corner Brook to keep me out of
the meeting?

Mr. Speaker: The hon . the
Minister of Justice.

Mr. Dicks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Member's own comments do - not
contradict what I say, i1in fact
they back it up. Her dinitial
comment 1is that she spoke with the
Mayor and he indicated that if he
raised the matter we would
probably back out. The question
as put to me 1in Hansard, which I
read before I came 1in here as
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well, and which she accurately
repeated, is whether or not I ever
told the Mayor +that we would not
have the meeting 1if she were in
attendance. That 1is not the case
and that is completely accurate in
my reply. May I say as well, Mr.
Speaker, that on behalf of the
people of Corner Brook I would
like to take very strong exception
to her characterization of the
Mayor as a liar, because I have
heen following the c¢ontroversy,
obuviogusly, and this is an attempt
by the Member to deflect attention
from the real dissue. I want to
point out to the public, and
Members of this House of Assembly,
that the city of Corner Brook has
endorsed the proposal and that the
Member's interest in this -

with

An Hon. Member: (inaudible)

your liberal Mayor.

Those sorts of
comments are not productive, Mr.
Speaker, and I wuvery much resent
them. They are not to the point.
The point of the matter 1is that
the hon. Member 1is trying to
deflect attention from the true
issue which 1is the Government's
White Paper which has been
accepted by the people of the
Province and by the people. of
Corner Brook in particular.

Mr. Dicks:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member

for Humber East.

Ms Verge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
The people of Corner Brook indeed
have not accepted the Government's
decision to put Fisher Institute
under Western Community College,
The Minister will probably find
that out in the next election.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!
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The hon, Member

supplementary.

Ms Verge: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker. My supplementary is
actually for the Premier. The
Premier's executive assistant
based in Corner Brdok, Ed Joyce,
said on CFCB radio vyesterday,
quote, 'IT was working with Paul
Dicks to help arrange the
meeting.' If it was not the
Minister of Justice or the
Minister of Education who
pressured the Mayor, either
directly or indirectly, to exclude
me from the meeting -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

This 1s an appropriate time to
read to hon. Members the Standing
Orders related to our questions.
The Chair has been accepting this
to an extent but I think we are
pverdoing it and I want to remind
hon. Members about 31(d) of our

own Standing Orders which says: .

Oral Questions must not be
prefaced by the reading of
letters, telegrams, newspaper
extracts or preambles of any
kind. The Member can obviously
allude to it and the Chair has
been accepting & sentence or so,
but we are getting to the stage
now where we are reading long
statements. So the Member can
definitely allude to it, but not
read the statement.

The hon., Member for Humber East.

Ms Verge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I was in the middle of my question
when Your Honour rose, I will
restate my question, minus the
. preamble. If 1t was not the
Minister of Justice or the
Minister of Education who asked
directly or dindirectly the Mayor
of Corner Brook to exclude me from

October 25, 1990 Vol XLI

the meeting, will the Premier tell
the House if it was his assistant,
Mr. Joyce, who asked the Mayor to
bar me from the meeting?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Premier Wells: The hon. Member -

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Premier Wells: It 1is sad to see
that she has degenerated to this
level. I c¢an say with absolute
certainty that 1if he did so, he
did not do so on my request. I
can say with great confidence,
knowing the gentleman as I do, I
have no doubt that he did not.
and I am kind of sad to see Lkhe
Member has degenerated +to this
kind of 1level of behaviour. It is
really sad to see.

Some Hon. Mémbers: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Humber East.

Ms Verge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Order., please!

Ms Verge: Mr. Speaker, a final
supplementary to the Premier. I
accept the Premier's word, I
honestly do not think the Premier
himself was involuved in any way in
the skulduggery that his Ministers
and his assistant were involved in
with the Mayor of Corner Brook to
exclude me from a meeting I had
every right to atterd. Will the
Premier ensure the House of
Assembly that in future his
Ministers and his officials will
not connive to pressure
municipalities or other groups to
exclude their MHAs from meetings?

3 |




Mr. Simms: A good question,

Mr. Speaker: The hon., the Premier.

Premier Wells: Mr. Speaker, let
me state clearly what the
government policy has been and
will continue to be in the
future, Any municipality,
municipal council, or other group
in the Province, or other
individuals for that matter, who
wants his or her or their MHA to
attend a meeting is most welcome,
They will not find any resistance
from any Member of this
government. But, Mr. Speaker, we
are not going to have any MHA
direct the way Government conducts
its meetings with any groups or
individuals.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

An Hon. Member: Right on!

Premier Wells: We are not going
to pressure a situation where any
MHA will intrude or pressure
himself or herself on a meeting to
which he or she is not invited,
and-in fact probably should not be
participating as this Member seems
to want to do all the time. I
have attended a number of meetings
where the Member has sat there,
and I can only say that my
experience at every one of the
meetings 1s that it has been a
political. disruption, and it
interfered with the meeting, and
it has made a mess of most of the
meetings.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Premier Wells: Mr . Speaker,
notwithstanding that, if any group
want that Member or any other
Member to attend a meeting with
any Member of this Government the
Minister concerned will ensure
that the Member dis entitled to

I
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Mr. Tobin: Mr .

attend.

An Hon. Member: Right on!

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Burin - Placentia West.

Speaker, based on
what the Premier just said I have
a question. .

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Mr., Simms: The hon.

The hon. Member is not supposed to
rise 1in his’ place and debate a
question and answer that was given
by somebody. The hon. Member is
on a question.

Member has
not even spoken yet.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member made

a reference to what the Premier

said.

Mr. Woodford: He did not say 1it.

_He said based on.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member

for Burin - Placentia West.

Mr. Tobin: Mr . Speaker, the
Premier has just made a statement
and I want to ask him a question.

Mr. Speaker: I am sorry.

How can he square with
what he just said when the
shipyard at Marystown sent an
invitation list in to the Minister
of Transportation for the
christening of the Flanders with
my name on 1it, and the Minister of
Transportation took my name from
it and said he was neot sending me
an invitation. How do you square
that? I was invited by the
shipyard.

Mr. Tobin:

An Hon. Member: Hear hear! Right

on.» ¥




Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Premier Wells: Mr. Speaker, I do
not know the details but I will
find out.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Premier Wells: Mr . Speaker,
will answer the guestion..

{Inaudible).

Some Hon. Members:

Premier Wells: If they want
somebody else -

Mr. Speaker: Order please!

Premier Wells: - to answer it,
they can get the answer from their
side, Mr. Speaker. : :

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order please!

Before recognizing the hon. Member
I want to apologize to the hon.
Member for Burin -~ Placentia West,
but hon. Members will realize that
in the past some hon. Member
getting up would make a statement
about a guestion previously
answered and then go and ask the

question to another Member. And

this 1is what I thought the han.
Member  was doing. The Chair
apologizes.

The hon. the Member for Fogo.

Mr . Winsor: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker, My question was going to
be to the Minister of Municipal
and Provinc¢ial Affairs. In his
absence I will ask the President
of Treasury Beoard.

Oon March 29 of this year the
Minister announced the gquidelines
for the Regional Recreational
Facilities Programme. He also
indicated that announcements would

October 25, 1990 Vol XLI

be made as to the successful
applicants this summer. Could the
President of Treasury Board tell
us if Cabinet has yet decided on
the successful bids, and when will
they be announced?

Mr, Speaker: The hon. the
President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Baker: All I can say, Mr,
Speaker, is that I am
knowledgeable about the fact that
the proposal 1is being considered
by the Minister of Municipal
Affairs, and when it goes through
the various stages, 1t at some
point will be 'presented to Cabinet.

Mr. Speaker:
for Fogo.

The hon. the Member

Mr. Winsor: Since the President
of Treasury Board 1is not aware,
and the officials have told me it
is before Cabinet, perhaps the
Premier can indicate, and in view
of the budgetary cutbacks and
freezes for 1991/1992, is the
Government still committed to the
delivery of two facilities a year
as was in the March 29 statement?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Premier Wells: I do not know what
officials are misleading the hon.
Member, but no officials could
tell him what was before Cabinet.

Mr. Winsor: The Minister told me

yesterday.

An Hon. Member: No he did not. I
was next to the Minister, he did

" not say that.

An Hon. Member: What's that?

An Hon. Member: I was there when
you asked him.

Mr. Speaker: Order please! Order




please!

Premier Wells: The basis for the
question of the hon. Member
c¢learly is unfounded, Mr. Speaker.

Mr, Speaker: The hon. the Member

for Fogo.

Mr . Winsor: This question 1is
again to the President of Treasury
Board. In view of the fact that
it has been announced that the
budget for the different
Departments has bheen frozen at the
1990/1991 level for 1991/1992, and
in 1990 there were no new capital
works or recreational facilities,
can we conclude that there will
again be none this year, as there
were none budgeted last year?

Mr ., Speaker: The hon. the
President of Treasury Board.

Mr., Baker: The Mamber is
confusing a number of things.
Direction has heen given to
Departments to “freeze their
operational funding, +to have a
look at how the Department can
operate, based on last year's
funding. :

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Now, Jjust listen now.
Then they come back and we make
decisions based on what we get
back from the Departments. What
the hon. Member dis talking about

Mr. Baker:

is capital money and not
operational money, and I can only
assure the hon. Member that 1t
will be dealt with in the process.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for St. Mary's - The Capes.

Mr, Hearn: Thank You, Mr .
Speaker. Now that B8ill €-21 has
been rescued from the wvindictive
claws of the Liberal Senators, the
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Minister of Employment and
Immigration has announced that
most of the provisions of the Act
will take effect as of November
18th.

I ask the Minister of Employment
and Ltabour Relations 1if she has
contacted her counterpart to ask
that the provision whereby
Newfoundlanders can qualify, in
most areas of the Province at
least, with ten stamps take place
immediately, because many of those
who have had seasonal employment
are now waiting to file, but
cannot file until November 18th,
which puts an added stress on them
and their families?

Mr, Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations. :

Ms Cowan: Thank you, Mr,
Speaker. The hon, Barbara
McDougall 1is going to be 1in St.
John's on the 2%th of this month,
and I have quite a lengthy agenda
to bring to her attention. There
are a variety of employment
problems in the Province - those
related te the fisheries, the
Minister of Fisheries will be
present with me at that particular
stage, and a wvariety of obther
situations which relate to
employment, and I will be at that
time bringing that type of
situation which you asked me to
her attention, yes.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for St. Mary's The Capes.

Mr. Hearn: Mr. Speaker, what the

Minister has said is no, she has

not as Minister responsible for
labour relations 1in the Province,
contacted her counterpart in
Ottawa to ask her to hurry up and
implement the provisions 1in the
Act.




I ask the Minister, will she
immediately, as the representative
of Government and of the people
out there who are starving, lining
up at the welfare offices,
immediately contact her
counterpart and impress upon her
the need to implement that section
of the Act which will enable many
Newfoundlanders, actually
thousands of Newfoundlanders to
apply today, not next week or the
week after, but today for their UI
benefits. :

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the

Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations.

Ms Cowan: It is wvery easy to

stand up, Mr. Speaker, and make a
variety of statements sounding as
if catastrophe is about to fall,
and _that there are thousands of
people lined up at UI offices and
so on, waiting.

My preference is -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Order, please!

Ms Cowan: I have been often in
contact with the Minister of -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

The Minister 1is experiencing great
difficulty in answering, so I will
ask hon. Members, please to extend
her this courtesy.

Ms Cowan: What they are afraid to
hear, Mr. Speaker, is that I have
been acting in a wvery responsible
manner regarding unemployment in
the Province and they do not want
to hear 1it. .

The hon. Barbara McDougall, 1s
well aware because of a variety of
correspondence from me, fromn my
colleagques, * from colleagues on
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that side of the House, I have
been bringihg the problems to her
attention all summer.

I was not about to go and call the
woman yesterday afternoon based on
some figures that I yet do not
have full grasp of and cry wolf
before I am sure exactly what 1T
can bring to her attention. What
sectors are affected, what parts
of the Province are affected, how
many there are and so aon, she
cannot make decisions until she
knows these things and when she
comes to that meeting next weelk, I
will have that information for her.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for St. Mary's - The Capes.

Mr. Hearn: Mr., Speaker, this is
incredible, for people all around
this Province to 1listen to the
Minister state she does not care
that they are 1lined wup at the
welfare offices.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Minister,
in 1light of the fact that her
Government has done absolutely
nothing to help people obtain
employment this year, many of them
with any assistance at all, with
any make work programs, with any
fishery response programs, would
have qualified long ago for UIC
with their fourteen weeks. Now
that they have the option of
obtaining ten, will she do
whatever she can to make sure that
they will receive these benefits
as soon as possible? Because when
you get - thousands of people
applying after the 18th. the
delays that will take place
because of the onset will mean
many of them will not get any
benefits until Christmas. That is
why it is so important for her to
move immediately today and ask her
counterpart if she would implement
that provision immediately? And I




am sure it will be done.

Mr. Simms: A reasonable request.
Mr. Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations. :

Ms Cowan: First of all, Mr.
Speaker, let me say that the
gentleman is being totally
egrroneous 1in the statements that
he has. made that this Government
has done nothing during the
problems that have faced us over
the last little while. I do not
know what he calls the Fisheries
Response Program, if that was not
a positive response. I do not
know what he calls our Employment
Stimulation Program, dif that was
not a positive response. And we
are continuing to monitor all the
time to see where we can step in.
But we have to bhe sensible. Again
these people do not understand
what sensible means. We have to
see how the regulations that are
now in effect are going to impact
on the people in Newfoundland. I
do not know how many have ten
weeks . I do not know how many
have five. I do not know how many
have fourteen. Once that is known
we will be able to make some
sensible and responsible responses.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: Question Period has
axpired, 1f I have told the time
right again.

Answers to Questions
for which Notice has been Given

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation.

Mr. Gilbert: A couple of days
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ago, the hon. the Member for
Kilbride asked what were the
specific items removed during the
second tender call for Lhe
Ossokmanuan Reservoir bridge, and
why was the contract changed to
remove these two items? The two
items removed during the tender
call were the following:
strengthening of the 77 River
bridge, strengthening of the
Mountain Brook bridge, The two
minor ditems were removed because
the Department's estimated cost of
the two items was a total of
$20,000, whereas the bid by
McNamara on the original bid for
the two ditems was $70,000. My
Department's staff removed the -two
items during the second tender
call, as it was felt a lower bid
could be realized by tendering the
two items separately.

Petitions

Mr., Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Humber East.

Ms Verqe: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to present a
petition of several Memorial
University students attending the
St. John's campus of Memorial. who
come from all over the Province.
The prayer of the petition 1is as
follows: Therefore your
petitioners urge the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador to
reverse 1its change of policy and
continue to permit social
assistance recipients to, retain a
substantial portion of maintenance
and child support payments as well
as regular social assistance.

Mr. Speaker, these petitioners are
protesting the Government's
October 1 social assistance cut,
which has resulted in a surprise




decease in income for about 1,000
single mothers and their
children, "The drop in  1income
amounts to uWp to $115 a month,
The petitioners, some of whom are
single mothers who are affected
and hurt by this change, are
pleaing with the Government to
reverse that policy change and
restore income to these single
parent families who have lost
money, and also to restore the
incentive for single parents to
seek court orders for family
support, as well as to restore the
incentive for judgement debtors to
honour court orders.

Mr. Speaker, last Thursday during
the Late Show, the Premier
promised the House of Assembly, 'I
do not have all the details at my
fingertips, but I will get them
and find out precisely what the
situation is.' The Premier went
on to repeat his basic commitment
of fairness and balance. He said
over and over again that he and
his Government will always treat
people fairly,

Mr . Speaker, my colleague, the
Member for Port auy Port has
pointed out the discrepancy in
current social assistance
regulations that is illustrated in
a situation where a family on
social assistance undergoes a
change of marital status. Before
marriage breakup, 1if the father
living with the mother and
children has a part-time job and
earns some income, then the family
is able to benefit by up to $115
per month because the father's
income from the job is classified
as earned income, and the
regulations contain a sliding
scale formula for deduction
allowing an incentive for the
father to work. Now if the
marriage breaks up and the father
moves out leaving the mother with
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" parent
-Government's October 1st decision,

the children, and the absent
father, the estranged father bpays
¢hild support to the mother, then
the mother 1s unable to benefit
from that payment of child support
because all of 1it, dollar for
dollar, 1s substracted from the
social assistance.

Mr. Speaker, I trust in the week
that has passed since last
Thursday afternoon, when the
Premier promised to become
informed about the details of the
social assistance program and the
harmful effect on 1,000 single
families from the

that he will now rise in his place
and announce to the House and .the
public” that the Gowvernment is
reversing that change. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Simms: No response,

‘Orders of the Day

Mr . Baker: Motion one, M .

Speaker.

On motion, that the House resolue
itself into Committee of the Whole
to consider certain resolutions,
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Committee of the Whole

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

The hon. - the Leader of Lhe

Opposition.

Mr. Rideout:
Mr. Chairman.

Thank you very much,

Mr. Chairman, I want to take a few
minutes today to make a few
remarks as we debate the Bill




under the name
Finance, to

before the House,
of the Minister of
borrow several hundreds of
millions of dollars more on the
credit of this Province.

Now, Mr. Chairman, lest anybody bhe
wondering why for the last six
days or so, I gquess since this
session resumed last Tuesday, the
Opposition 1is taking all the time
it needs and all the time it feels
it  might need to debate this
particular Bill, just let me say a
couple of things.

There is no way
Chairman, for anybody 1in this
Province to have confidence in the
" competence and the ability of the
Minister of Finance. There is
absolutely no way that we can have
confidence in the Minister
anymore, This Minister, Mr.
Chairman, came before this House
with a Budget on the 15th of
March, introduced that Budget and
made one of the most glowing
Budget Speeches that any Minister
cf Finance, I suppose, has_ ever
delivered. He told the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador that he
had a good news Budget. He told
the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador that he had a goodie bag
for everybody, Mr . Chairman:
There was increased money for the
health care system in the
Province, there was new financing
for education, there was increased
funding for scocial services, there
were new capital projects here,
there and everywhere. And on top
of it all, ™r. Chairman, on top of
it all, this Minister of Finance
was such & great and c¢ompetent
Finance Minister, he could deliver
all those goodies to everybody and
still run a $10 million surplus on
current accounts. That was the
message that went out over the
public airways of this Province,
because we co-operataed and gave
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anymore, Mr..

the Minister of Finance the right .

to make his speech before the
television <cameras here in this
Chamber.

So the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador that night, Mr. Chairman,
collectively breathed a great sigh
of relief. This new Government,
this Minister had delivered a
goodie bag budget; they had
delivered something good for
averybody. There was no bad news
in it But, Mr. Chairman, we
knew, We, on this side of tLhe
House, after a wvery quick glance
at the Budget, knew that the
Budget was a deceitful, fraudulent
document and within hours of the
Minister delivering that document
in this Chamber, our finance
¢critic and others were saying that
as we were interviewed by the
various media in the Province.

Why did we know that, M.
Chairman? Why did we know that it
was & deceitful, fraudulent
document? Well, it did not take
too much research, Mr. Chairman.
First of all, the Minister of
Finance didn't have the honesty
and the integrity on the day he
read his speech to this House to
announce that he had ordered the
Liquor Corporation to increase the
tax on liquor. Now, that 1dis a
sure sign, Mr. Chairman. It 1s a
sure sign of dishonesty and decait
when a Minister of Finance does
not tell the House directly in the
Budget document the revenue
measures he is planning to impose,
or ask Crown Corporations to
impose on the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador. That
was the first sign of a fraudulent
deceitful document.

looked a 1little more
carefully, M™Mr. Chairman, it was
plain to see, knowing that the
rest of Canada was entering into a

After we




recession, knowing that the
equalization formula was such that
if there was a slowdown 1in the
economy of Ontario, Alberta and
British Columbia in particular,
that the equilization formula
would therefore dictate that there
would be less equalization money
flowing to Newfoundland from the
Government of Canada. Any Grade
IIT student, Mr. Chairman, if they
knew about the equalization
formula, could figure that out.
It did not take a mad doctor of a
genius to figure it out. But it
took honesty, Mr. Chairman, to
tell it to the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador, and
that is something that the
Minister of Finance did not have
and still does not have.
Everybody knew the recession was
upon us, everybody knew that the
funds were going to be less from
equalization and therefore should
have budgeted accordingly, Mr.
Chairman.

Those two things were bad enough,
Mr. Chairman, but the Minister
introduced a Budget to the House,
and I believe within a short while
after that the House adjourned for
the Easter recess. Before the
Budget debate actually began in
this House, in April, Mr .
Chairman, the Government had been
verbally, and then in writing,
informed by the Government of
Canada that they would have a
$63.5 million shortfall on
equalization -~ before the actual
budget debate began. All the
while our c¢ritic was going through
his three and half or four days of
brilliant oratory, telling what
was wrong with +this Budget, the
Government, the Minister of
Finance, knew that what that
gentleman was saying was true, was
true, that they had ove-estimated
and that they knew they had
deliberately overestimated the
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amount of equalization.

Now, Mr. Chairman, having
overestimated 1t and then having
deliberately covered up that
error, and not having the honesty
and audacity to come before this
House and the people and admit it,
they allowed a charade to take
place in this House for
thirty-five or forty days. The
Budget did not pass in this
Chamber in its final form until, I
believe it was, May 29. It came
down in the House on March 15, the
House adjourned until sometime in
April, the Budget debate began on
April 4, and M™May 29 the Budget
finally cleared this Chamber.

For twenty-five or thirty days
this Minister allowed this House
to be misled, for "twenty-five or
thirty days this Premier
deliberately kept appropriate
financial information from the
Members of this Chamber. For
fifteen or twenty mornings and
nights Committees of this
Legislature sat and examined a
fraudulent set of. numbers, Mr,
Chairman. The Resource Committee
of this Legislature, examining Lthe
Department of Mines and Energy,
and Fisheries, and so on; the
Social Committee examining
Municipal Affairs and Health and
all those, all those Comnittees,
Members from both sides of the
House, in good faith gave up their
mornings and nights to sit down
and deliberate over and ask
questions about, and try to qget
answers to, a fraudulent set of
numbers . Because the numbers were
fraudulent. They were not real.
And the Government knew they were
not real. The Government knew
verbally on March 30 and they knew
in writing by April 4 that the
numbers were not real.

What else did they do, Mr .

No. 64 R17




Chairman? It has not come to
light yet, but we will be getting
to it over the next few days, and
it has not come to light because
there are more important matters
to address in Health and Education
and so on. But only bhalf this
Government's problem on the
current account deficit, Mr.
Chairman, can be accounted for by
the shortfall in equalization
payments. Only $63.5 million of a
$130 million problem can be
accounted for by that one fact.
The fact that you lost your $10
million that you were budgeting
for surplus on current accounts,
and the fact that you are running
up a $120 million deficit,
together mean that vou are ¢$130
million, in total, behind.

So only half of that $130 million
can be accounted for by trying to
blame it on Ottawa and less
equalization - one half. What
about the other $60 million? How
do you account for that? Nobody,
Mr. Chairman, on the Government
side, dncluding the Minister or
the Premier, has attempted to
explain that $60 million question
mark that is still out there.

Well, it has come from a couple of
areas, Mr. Chairman. It is now
evident that the minister again, I
suspect deliberately, but
certainly the minister again
grossly overestimated the revenue
from retail sales tax. The take
by this Government on retail sales
tax this year is dramatically
down, other Provincial Government
revenues. are dramatically. down,
so, therefore, Mr. Chairman, the
Government has yet to explain to
this House what has happened to
the other sixty-or-so million
dollars.

Mr. Murphy: Ask Mr. Wilson,
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It has nothing to do
with Mr, Wilson on the other
part, And 1if our Finance critic
is correct, as he has proven to be
S0 many times over the last
several months, our Finance critic
predicted the day the Budget came

Mr. Rideout:

down that the surplus would be a-

deficit. By July, I think he was
saying it would be $45 million or
$55 million, and a few weeks after
the Government admitted that it
was $45 million, A few weeks
after, again in August, our
finance Committee was saying that
it was going to be up around $130
million or $140 million, and
finally the minister and the
Premier admitted $120 million. So
the person with the foresight, the
person who was able to predict
accurately was not the Minister of
Finance with the team of
bureaucratics and advisors that he
has, it was the Member for Mount
Pearl, our Finance critic, Mr
Chairman, and he has been prouen
accurate on all three occasions.

Now, Mr . Chairman, if the
Government, - having been totally
dishonest with this House and the
people of this Province from at
least March 30, wanted to be
contrite, wanted to try to make
amends, 1if the government wanted
te convince people that, look,
ves, we made a blunder, you can
call it a deliberate blunder if
vou like, but we are now going to
try to set a new standard for
ourselves and set a new pace, if
the government had done that, Mr.
Chairman, sometime or another
since this House opened, they
would have been din here with a
revised Budget; they would have
been in here with a mini-Budget so
that we would have before us the
right numbers, so that we would be
able to intelligently debate and
ask questions about the revenue
and the expenditures of the




Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador. But no, Mr. Chairman,
that would have been the right
thing to do. But the riaght thing
to do automatically means that
this Government will not do it.

Now, Mr. Chairman, if this
Government will not do 1it, then it
is the responsibility of  this
Opposition, something that we will
continue to do for the next
several days, weeks 1if necessary,
to use this Loan Bill, which is a
money bill, a borrowing bill, to
try to elicit from the Government
the true financial state of this
Province, And 1if that takes us
from now until Christmas Eve, Mr.
Chairman, on this Bill ditself,
then that is what we will do.

The Government should have come in
here with a mini-Budget. The
government should have presented

the truth to this House, and we

could have debated that and got on
with it, and passed the Loan Bill
in' the interim if the Government
needed it.
decided not to do that.

So the situation we have 1in this
House now, Mr . Chairman, is
totally of the Government's
making. The Government has chosen
that road, the government has
chosen that path, and, therefore,
Mr, Chairman, that means that we
will be on this Loan Bill until we
get the answers we are looking
for, Aind there are a lot of
questions, Mr . Chairman, which
need to be answered. The Minister
of Finance is not in his seat, but
I hope he 1s 1listening or has
somebody listening. Because I am
going to monitor this debate very,
very closely for the next several
days, and 1if I don't hear the
answers to the questions T am
going to pose, this Loan Bill s
not going through.
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But no, the Government

We can speak as often as we like
on this, ™Mr. Chairman. There are
no time limits. There is no
seventy-five hours, no fifteen
days. There are none of those
time constraints that a Budget has
around 1t, which the Government
would have had to its advantage if
they had brought in a Budget.
This Loan B8ill <c¢an be 1in this
House until the March 31, 1991 if
we want to keep it here, and we
can keep going back and forth.
Now nobody need rise over there if
they don't want to, but those of
us on this side can get up and
make a few remarks, sit down and
catch our breath and then get up
again.

Member:

an Hon. (Inaudible)

warmed up yet.

Mr. Rideout: Qur critic is only
warming up, so I am telling the
Government that they had better
start providing some answers or
this Loan Bill is not going
through wvery, wvery quickly. I
hope the Government House Leader
is listening to this, as well, Mr.
Chairman.

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1in the Budget
of March 15th, the Minister
estimated total reventes of
$1,393,946,000 from the Government
of  Canada, that is what he
estimated.

Two weeks later the Minister was
officially informed that the
Province would receive $63 .7
million less, that meant,
therefore, that the revised
estimate of Government of Canada
income to the Province, was
$1,330,246,000. Now, 1is that the
revised fiqure, 1is that now tUthe
correct figure, is that now
written in stone, is that what we
are gqoing to get, for sure? Does
the Minister of Finance now know




that?

Mr. Chairman, a revised Budget or
a statement by the Minister of
Finance would ¢tell wus that, and,
is 1t not important that this
House  know, when something in
excess of 50 per cent of our
Budget <comes from the Government
of Canada in transfer payments of
one form or ancther, it 1is wvital,
Mr. Chairman, that this House know
that, and it is fundamental to our
parliamentary democracy that the
Minister of Finance provide .that
information, either in the form of
a new Budget or in some other form.

I have already made the point that
the deficit now - it might be more
tomorrow - but the last official
figure we had means that the
Government actually dropped at
least $130 million, because the
Government was budgeting something
in excess of $10 millieén in
surplus and now they are saying it
is a $120 million deficit; so the
$10 million is gone and $120
million more 1is gone, so that is a
total of $130 million, not to
mention some of the tax increases
which came in this year, that bhad
they not come in, would have meant
the difference would have been
larger, so if you look at -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: I beg your pardon?

An Hon. Member : About $150

million.

Mr. Rideout: About $150 million,
If you look at the total fiscal
picture, so far 1in 1990, this
Government was not in a $10
million surplus position. It was
not din a $120 million deficit
position, it was probably closer
to $150 million or $160 million,
because you had to take into
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account what would have happened
if +those tax i1ncreases had not
kicked in.

Mr. Chairman, the Minister of
Finance should also be able to
tell the House what forecasts were
used for those new numbers which
he and the Premier gave to Lhe
people of this Province in
October. In fact he should come
to this House, Mr. Chairman, and
produce them, and if there was a
new Budget or a mini Budget, then,
obviously those forecasts and
those documents would be part of
the Budget document itself, but we
do not have any of that. o

access we have is
Question Period, trying to get
answers from the Minister of
Finance, who likes to hug his seat
like a land lover likes to hold on
to the land, that dis the only
access we have, or hopefully, in
debate.

The only

The new estimates that the
Minister used to arrive at this
sad story should be available to
this House, and if there was a
Budget, they would be available to
this House, ‘

Mr. Chairman, what about revenues,

.provincial revenues. We know now

that revenue on retail sales tax
is down, what about other major
provincial revenues, 1s there any
significant decline in those, Mr,
Chairman? If it 41is, that is going
to make the problem worse, yet the
Minister of Finance has not made
any effort whatsoever to tell us
about provincial revenues.

And what -about expenditure, what
about the capital and current
account expenditure for which the
Minister 1is responsible, what is
the most recent revised figures on
expenditure?




If expenditure 41is up on current
account, and if expenditure is up
beyond what was projected on
capital account, obviously this
deficit situation gets worse, If
it 45 down, obuviously it improves,
but what dis it? The people of
Newfoundland and Labrador have a
right to know.

The Opposition have a
responsibility to ask the
questions, the Minister has a
responsibility to answer them, but
again, if there had been a Budget,
Mr. Chairman, we would all know,
because 1t would be included in
the documents. So, Mr. Chairman,
these are technical, I realize, so
technical that they are not the
appropriate type of aquestions to
pose at Question Period perhaps,
so it 1is only appropriate that
they be posed in debate here in
this Committee, but it is useless
to pose them if there is going to
be no response from the other
side. It is useless and a waste

of time to do it, Mr. Speaker, but
we are going to continue to do it
because we believe it dis vitally
important that those answers be

arrived at. The people must
know. We have seen 1in Question
Period in this House over the last
several days, I suppose perhaps
the biggest farce that vyou have
seen 1in this Chamber in years.
When the Premier announced a $120
million deficit a few weeks ago,
he at the same time announced that
there would be a freeze imposed on
all ° Government spending for
1991-92. The Minister of Health,
Mr. Speaker, went off to Corner
Brook within & few days of that
and met with the representatives
of the hospitals, nursing homes,
and so on in that region, and fraom
the information that the Minister
of Health gave to those people
they were able to guickly
calculate that a freeze of their
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next year's budget at this year's
level meant to them & 12 per cent
cuthack. They were able to very
quickly calculate that a 12 per
cent cutback meant to them $60
million 1less to spend on health
care in Newfoundland and Labrador
next year. How did they arrive at
12 per cent, Mr. Speaker? Well,
there is normal inflation,
whatever that might run. A good
guess 1is probably 5 per cent next
year, There are salary increases
next year that were negotiated
this year. I believe that 1is 7
per cent, which 1is 12 per cent
right there. Heat and 1light 1is
gone up, not to mention that house
supplies and all that is going to
go up. I would say, Mr. Speaker,
that those managers whom Lhe
Premier crowed so much about a few
days ago were very conservative.
When they Say they need an
additional 12 per cent next year
just to be even, not to be ahead,
Mr. Speaker, not to make any
progress 1in 1improving the system,
but just to be even, when they say
they need 12 per cent I say to
those managers, I believe you have
underestimated that by a
percentage point or two. But let
us give them the benefit of the
doubt, let us use their 12 . per
cent. Their 12 per cent
automatically means $60 million
less they have to spend. Do you
know what the Minister's answer
was 1in Corner Brook under some
guestioning from those people?
The Minister came into this House
a few days ago and told us there
was a great deal of understanding,
and that the administrators and
the managers were going to be as
helpful as they could, There was
almost a love—-in between the
people he was chopping and had to
impose his chops, and him and the
Government and the health care
administrators. Listening to the
Minister ask the <questions you




would almost think there was a
love-in out din Corner Brook, Mr.
Speaker, Well, the only ovation,
I have been . told, not by one
person who was there, or not by
two, but by more than that, I have
been told that the only response
the Minister got by way of a clap,
by way of showing some signs of
appreciation for what the Minister
was saying, was when he was asked
the question, 1is the Government
going to take responsibility for
this? Because we are not, we are
imposing what you are dictating
and demanding to us. We are not
going to take responsibility. The
Minister made this revealing
comment. He said I cannot speak
for the rest of the Government, I
cannot speak for the rest of the
Ministers and the Premier, he
said, but I ‘can tell you I am
going to take my share of
responsibility, Bravo to the
Minister. He went on to say, I am
going to take my share of
responsibility because we are a
one-term Government anyway. That
is exactly what he said 1in the
room 1in Corner Brook with dozens
and dozens of witrnesses, M .
Speaker, That 1is when he got the
ovation, that 1is when he got the
response from the hospital
administrators, when he admitted
to them that he was going to take
his share of responsibility
because they were a one-term
Government. Now, the Premier
should check this out because if
gther Ministers are going around
the Province admitting that to the
groups - the Minister thinks it 1is
funny but this actually happened.
There were several tens of people
in the room and I have heard from
& number of them. That is how the
Minister sloughed it off.

Did you say that?

An Hon. Member:
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Mr. Rideout: No, he did not say
that like he did not say what I
quoted today to the nurse.

Mr. Decker: As wusual his facts
are wrong.

Mr. Rideout: There are too many
witnesses to this one I say to the
Minister - too many witnesses to
this one. I know you will skate,
and vou will try to skate and you
will try to bamboozle your way out
of it, Mr. Chairman.

aAn Hon. Member: You are in the
corner now.

Mr. Rideout: You are in the
corner, because there are too many
witnesses, just too many witnesses
and the Minister knows who they
are, they were there from Corner
Brook, Stephenuille, St. Anthony,
Deer Lake and Baie Verte and
Springdale. There are too many,
you cannot hide this one. find the
Minister actually said it, and so
he should, Mr. chairman.

Some Hon., Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, Rideout: Pardon?

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr . Rideout: Ch, ves,
absolutely. I am glad 1t is
rubbing off on you, Delighted,
Mr . Chairman, and I hope the
Minister listens to our
predictions, M™Mr. Chairman, because
they will be just as accurate as
the budgetary predictions that our
colleague  for Mount Pearl has made’
on this Budget which we are trying
to debate here today.

Now as I was saying, Mr. Chairman,
after the Premier made the
announcement and the Minister met
with the hospital administrators,
we then of course were 1in the




situation where the House had
reopened, and ohviously and
naturally it is our responsibility
to try to elicit the impact of
this budgetary freeze on the whole
system. But for the last several
days they have been concentrating
on the health care system, the
education system, and social
services 1in this Province, We
have heard from dozens of hospital
administrators. We have heard
from dozens of senior citizens
home administrators. People who
speak for the nurses union, people
who speak for NAPE, people who
speak for CUPE, We have heard
from them all over the last
several days. And all of those
groups, Mr. Chairman, fall into
the category of the managers that
the Premier talked about last
week . When we begin ~the
questioning on cuts in the health
care system last week the Premier
said: the people who know the most
about the system are the managers,
the hospital administrators, the
home administrators, they know
more about any of this than the
Minister of Health or the
President of Treasury Board. So
we are not going to tell them
where they have to come up with
the savings. What we have done is
to tell +them that there 1is a
freeze on their Budget. What we
have done i1s tell them to go and
look at your Budget and come back
and tell us how you effect those
savings because there ain't no
more money. There is not a red
copper, There is not another
penny. You have +o live on your
present Budget and that is it.

Now, Mr . Chairman, those
professionals, those managers have
gone out, and in many cases, there
is some left to go, but 1in many
cases they have crunched the
numbers . They have done the
exercise. And they have gone to
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their boards and in many cases
their boards have approved the
managers' recommendations. And it
has been submitted to the
Department of Health. In euery
case, Mr. Chairman, when you get
up 1in this House and ask the
Premier or the Minister about this
board,  1like Valley Vista Senior
Citizens Home out in Springdale,
for example, who have done their
numbers, who have gone to their
bhoard, who have got their boards
approval for this dastardly deed,
and who sent the board's
recommendations of f to the
Minister of Health and off to the
Department of Health. When vyou
get up and ask the Premier will he
confirm that this particular cut
at the Valley Vista Home in
Springdale means the closure of
twenty beds and the layoff of
fifteen employees: No, no, no, no
that is not the case at all. It
does not mean that.

Mr. Chairman, the Premier cannot
out of one side of his face one
day say that it 1s the managers
who have the expertise to run the
system, and we are counting on
them to run the system, and they
are going to run the system under
a frozen budget, and the next day
say the managers do not know what
they are talking about; the unions
do not know what they are talking
about; the nurses do not know what
they. are talking about; the
Opposition do not have a clue what
it is talking about, Mr. Chairman.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Rideout: Can I ask the Table
if there 1is any particular reason
why I have three minutes left?

Mr. Chairman:
an hour,

The 1limit is half

Mr. Rideout: Oh'! According to




Standing Order 49, Your Honour,
the Leader of the Opposition and
the Premier has an hour, every
time they rise in this House
except for Private Member's Day.
Mr. Chairman: We will just look
at that.

Mr. Rideout: Maybe you can just
look at that. Nevertheless now
having said that, Your Honour,
that is just to protect my rights,
I do not intend to carry on for an
hour without allowing somebody

else an opportunity.

But as I was saying, Mr. Chairman,
the dishonesty of this Government
shines through in every example.
It is not only in the Budget, but
it is in how you react to when you
have a problem. The Government
has admitted a budgetary problem.
And now, Mr. Chairman, having put
the c¢lamps to the people who have
to impose the cuthacks, having put
the clamps to the people who have
to g0 out in the field and do the
dirty work for them when we pose
the questions in this House, what
do they do? They turn around and
they give a kick to those experts,
to those managers, Mr. Chairman,
the people they say they trust.
They turn arocund and they kick
them hard. And try to make the
public of Newfoundland and
Labrador believe  that they are
fools, dincompetents, that they do
not know what they are talking
about. Yet +the day before that
they were the experts, the people
that the Government depended on to
run the show for them, Mr .
Chairman.

S0, Mr.
enough,
care system, Mr.
confirmed -~

Chairman, it is not g¢ood
The experts in the health
Chairman, have

An Hon. Memher: Point of order.
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Mr ., Walsh: -

Mr. Speaker: Point of order.

The hon. Member for Mount Scio -
Bell Island.

Mr. Walsh: Mr. Chairman, I am
studying Standing Order 49, I may
be absolutely wrong, but I would
ask the Chair if they would -

You probably are

An Hon. Member:

wrong.

please check to
see. Because I do not see where
that unlimited, or the hour -

An Hon. Member: Not unlimited.

Mr., Walsh: - is there,

Mr, Chairman: Order please!

Order please!

Mr. Walsh: So I would ask you -

Mr. Chairman: Order please!

The Chair is that matter

checked out.

having

Mr . Rideout: To the
order, Mr. Chairman.

point of

Mr. Chairman: Order please!

Order please!

Mr. Walsh: Just to the point of
order again. I would not want the
member - not that I would not by
leave, of course - but would not
want to set a precedent wherehy he
went beyond the three minutes that
he is supposed to have left either.
Mr. Chairman: The hon. the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr . Rideout:
(2), Mr .
Standing

operative
Premier, the

Standing Order 49
Chairman. I think
Order 49 (2) is  the
order, It says: "The
Leader of ,the,




Opposition, a Minister moving a
Government Order® the Minister
of Finance has moved a Government
Order, right, a loan bill - and a
Member replying thereto
immediately after such Minister" -
so the c¢ritic from Mount Pearl,
for example, would have an hour
when replying to this particular
bill. But the Leader of the
Opposition and the Premier always
have an hour, always - as a right,

every time they rise to their

feet, except for Private Members
Day. That is what that rule means.

‘An_Hon. Member: Thank vyou.

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: So, Mr. Chairman, as
I was saying, the Government has
found itself 1in a financial mess
bacause the Minister of Finance
refused to pay any heed at all to
the warning signs that the economy
was starting to decline. And he
was grossly over-optimistic not
only in revenue from the
Government of Canada but his own
revenues, over which he has
control, over which he does not
need any advice from Ottawa 1in
predicting how much they will be.

As a result of that, Mr. Chairman,
the Government has to start a
significant slashing of
~expenditure.

Mr. Windsor: He could not predict
yesterday's weather,

No, the Minister of
Finance of this Province would not
predict yesterday's weather, as my
colleague from Mount Pearl reminds
me. And there is a lot of truth

Mr, Rideout:

to that. And in order to do that
now they are going to make a
savage attack on the health care
system of this Province. Any
improvement that was made over the
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last year or so, about which the
Premier likes to brag, will be
totally wiped out, Mr. Chairman,
and more besides. S¢  there 1is
going to be a savage attack on the
big spending Departments - Health,
Education and Social Services.

And that is where the Premier and
the Government are going to look
first, Mr. Chairman. And they
have done that by a freeze which
in effect 1is a cutback. Because
as I said, Mr Chairman, Lhe
administrators, the managers, have
now identified why it is a
cuthack, Because there is
inflation, because they have extra
salaries, because they have heat
and light and so on, that a freeze
at this year's 1level means you
have less for next year.

And Mr. Chairman, is it not 1ironic
that this Government of all
Governments, when the Government
of Canada announced a freeze in
one of the programs last vyear, T
do not know, the EPF or something
I believe it was, when the
Government of Canada announced a
cap ar a freeze on that last year,
you could hear the howls, Mr.
Chairman, from St. John's to Nain
from this Government. Were they
howling freeze, Mr. Chairman? Was

~that the groan that was coming out

of Confederation
freeze? No, Mr. Chairman, the
howl that was coimning out of
Confederation Building was cutback
- not freeze, cutback. Well, Mr.
Chairman, 1if a Federal Government
freeze is a cutback, then surely
goodness a Provincial Government
freeze is also a cutback. When is
this crowd going to get serious?

Buildinag,

Mr. Flight: Honourable.

Mr. Rideout: When ds this hon.
crowd - thanks to my friend for
Windsor - Buchans. He d4s such a




great parliamentary expert, I
always listen to his
recommendations. But, Mr.
Chairman, when 1is this Government
going to preach today what they
preached yesterday? When 1is this
Government going to be consistent
today with what they had to say
yesterday.
Mr. Efford: (Inaudible) .

Mr. Rideout: Mr. Chairman, we are
paying a Minister of Social
Services $85,000 or $%0,000 a year
to do nothing but talk about
pickles and the mess of a previous
administration. Now, 1if that 1is
the only dinitiative you can bring
to Government, go down to
Government House with your
resignation, boy, for God's sake.

An Hon. Member:

(Inaudible) that
too. '

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Order, please!

Mr. Rideout: That is all you can
hear out of the Minister of Social
Services. Go out and talk to the
single and separated mothers in
this Province who you took $115
away from. That is who you should
be talking about. Mr. Chairman,
when you try to make legitimate
points -

An Hon. Member: {Inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: Go out and talk to
the fire fighters whom you Jjust
robbed $2400 a year off. You try
to make legitimate points in this
House and you got a parliamentary
buffoon like the Minister of
Social Service or the Minister of
Health talking about pickles or
the previous administration or
something of that nature.

An Hon. Member: Go back and fix
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the moose.

Mr. Rideout: Go back to the
hockey stick factories, and go
back to the chocolate bar
factories, g0 back to Churchill,
Mr. Chairman. The Minister of
Social Services 1is now part of a
Government and it is now his
responsibility to do something
about the situation this Province
finds itself in. You can blame it
all you like, Sir  John, on

- somebody else, but the people out

there now know, Mr., Chairman. The
calls are coming in from teachers
saying, we were misled, we were
hoodwinked into voting Liberal in
the last election. I cannot wait
for the next chance to come.

Mr. EFFord: Not according to the
following you had last weekend.

Mr. Rideout: Mr. Chairman, again
you see the value of the $85,000
or $90, 000 salary - that the
Minister is getting, concerned
about an event last weekend. Be
concerned about the state of
social services 1in this Province.
That 1is your only concern. That
is all you are getting paid for,
and do it and respond to this
House through the way vyou do it,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr . Efford: I would want some
money to pay off your debts,

Mr. Rideout: You never had to pay
off any debt belonging to me, Mr,
Chairman.

Mr, Efford: (Inaudible) did so.

Mr . Rideout: Your debt. Mr,
Chairman, do you see that hon.
gentleman over there?

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Rideout: He was like it when




he was over here. He would get up
and make a misleading statement
that caught the headline. Whether
there was any truth to it or not
the damage was done, and he bhas
not changed one bit. He was
irresponsible when he was over
here and he is just as
irresponsible today.

Now, let me come back to the
Health Care Budget, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Efford: (Inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: No, Mr. Chairman.
Forty-~four days 1is better than
zero days, because that gentleman
will never get there.

Mr. Efford:
some surprise.

You are going to get

Mr. " Rideout: will get _ a
surprise, ves.

M. R. Aylward:
another shipyard.
another shipyard?

(Inaudible)
(Inaudible)

Mr. Tobin: Well, he will not be
in the Cabinet very long.

Mr . Rideout: Mr . Chairman, it
does not matter to us whether the
Minister of Health or the Premier
doesn't 1like the questions that
have to be asked about those cuts,
it does not matter to us that the
Government is refusing to address
this freeze as a cut. The truth
is now starting to get out, Mr,
Chairman, from one end of this
Province to the other. This
freeze 1is exactly what we are
saying it ds, a cut. It means
that the Boards will have less
money to spend.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the other
Minister who has tried to do some
fancy skating over the last
several days is the Minister of

S
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Education. The Minister of
Education is going to run out of
skating room pretty soon, because
the school boards know, the school
trustees know, everybody involved
in education knows that a frozen
budget means for them at least
twelve or thirteen per cent less
money to spend next vear.

Mr. Baker: No.

Mr. Rideout: Mr. Chairman, here
is the President of Treasury Board
saying no. Well, Mr. Chairman, is
it not a&a fact that you can prelty
well count on a 5 per cent
inflation rate next year? Would
the President of Treasury Board
confirm that? Is there going to
be zero inflation, do you think?

Mr. Baker: (Inaudible).

Mr. Rideout: Well, M™Mr. Chairman,
we are moving slowly along.

Some Hon. Members:

~oh, oh!

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Rideout: Thank you, Mr .
Chairman. Let us go back to the
health care .system now. The
minister has confirmed you can
count on arocund a 5 per cent
inflation rate. Is it not a fact
that a number of parts of the
health care system have 7 per cent
salary increases coming to them
next year?

An Hon. Member:
not all.

Most of them, if

Mr. Rideout: Most 1if not all,
some already negotiated. Is that
not a fact?

Mr. Baker: It averages out to a
cost of 5.5 per cent, yes.

Mr. Rideout: Well, the system 1s




saying 7 per cent.

An Hon. Member : How about
(inaudible) the health care system?

Mr, Rideout: let us take the
Minister's figure. I think the
association's figure is
conservative, by the way, but let
me take the Ministers, 5 per cent
for inflation and 5.5 per cent for
salaries, which 1is 10.5 per cent.
What 1is going to bhe the cost of
heat, 1light, and maintenance for
those plants next year? It 1is
going to go up some. Tt 1is not
going to stay zero. It dis not
going to go down. Let us say it
goes up 1.5 per cent. Now,
everybody knows light bills alone
have gone up more than +that, the
price of fuel o0il has gone up more
than that, but if the —cost of
operating and maintaining the
plant only goes up by 1.5 per
cent, we already agreed on 10.5
per cent, then there 1is 12 per
cent. So how can the President of
Treasury Board with a straight
face say that those experts in the
health care system are not telling
the truth?

Mr. Baker: No, I say you are not
telling the truth.

Mr. Rideout; I am only wusing
their numbers.

-Mr. Baker: Well, vyou are using

them wrong.

Mr. Rideout: Mr. Chairman, the
President of Treasury Board just
voted ves far each of the
numbers . And I gave him the
benefit of the doubt on two of the
larger ones, the salary bill and
the cost of running the plant. I
think it is going to be more than
that. I have not mentioned the
increased cost for supplies next
year. Are Jobs going to go dotun

.
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or go up?

Mr. Baker: A point of order, Mr.

Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: The hon. President
of Treasury Board.

Mr. Baker: I would suggest to the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr .
Chairman, in terms of his use of
numbers, if he were to simply say
that there are 25,000 emplovees,
each of them getting a salary
increase of 5 per cent, we can add
all those together and say that
the costs are going to increase by
125,000 per cent next year. That
is what he is doing, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

There is no point of order.
The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. Rideout: That is not even a
good point of foolishness,
Mr.Chairman, let alone a point of
order, Do you know what I would
say? I would say that 1is the kind
of math the Minister of Finance
used when making up the Budget.
Because it will be Jjust as much
of ¥ base, have just as much
validity, and be just as far out,
Mr. Chairman, What Math dis it
anyvhow? Is it Base 10, or base 2,
or did he introduce some new
program since I gave up teaching?

One day before this House <closes
this session,- Mr. Chairman, the
Premier, the Minister of Finance,
the President of Treasury Board,
is gqoing to have to c¢onfirm that
freeze means cuts and cuts mean
layoffs. The House is going to be
open as the hospital boards get
their recommendations 1in, and the
Government has to make budgetary

decisions din the latter part of




October or November, So the word
has to go back to the boards. and
don't you worry, when the word
goes back to the -boards the word
will not be long coming back to
our office. Don't you worry about
that, Mr. Chairman. Before this
session ends, sometime just before
Christmas Eve or whenever, the
Premier and the Minister of
Finance are going to have to
confirm what boards are now
saying, that freeze means cut;
they are going to have to confirm
what we have been saying, that 12
per cent less money to spend on
health means 1,200 jobs out of the
system,. it means 300 or 400 beds
out of the system. They are going
to have to confirm that the cut in
education means several hundred
less teachers next year, Those
things will have to be confirmed,
so the Ministers can enjoy their
skating now. The Ministers will
even be able to ceontinue skating
for perhaps .the next month, .but
sometime in November, Mr .
Chairman, the jig will be up,
sometime in November the approvals
for the cuts will go back to the
hospital boards and back to the
nursing homes, and then they will
be back on the floor of this
House, And, I suspect, we will
still be debating this loan Bill
when they come back here.

Mr. Chairman: The hon. the Member
for Burin - Placentia West.

Mr. Tobin: Well, Mr. Chairman, I
have a lot to say about the debate
as the rest of my colleagues do,
and as the ewvening progresses and
the days progress and the weeks
progress, we will have a lot to
say on this piece of legislation
which is before the House.

s_Cowan:

(Inaudible).

Chairman, was I

Mr. Tobin: Mr.
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recognized, or was it the Minister
of Employment and Labour
Relations? Who was recognized
here? Will she stop idinterfering
when I am trying to speak? I will
not be shouted down by that
Minister, M™Mr. Chairman. And not
only that, she is not in her seat.

Anyway, there are some issues here
I really want to get into.

An_Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: Yes I am. .I have my
notes, Mr., Chairman. The Minister
of Employment and Labour Relations
interrupted when I was standing up
to speak and probably I should say
to the Minister of Employment and
Labour Relations that she should
be working hard in her Department
to try to do something with +the
unemployment level this Province
has reached in the last year and a
half, since she became Minister.

Statistics will show that from
July 1989 to July 1990 there were
approximately 11,000 1less people
in the work force in this
Province. Is that a record of
which this Minister is proud?
That is what this Minister has
presided over.

Ms Cowan: (Inaudible).

Order, please!

Mr. Chairman:

Mr. Tobin: That 1s what this
Minister has presided over, the
cut of 11,000 jobs in this
Province. That dis something of
which to be proud. She mentioned
this afternoon the Fisheries
Response Program. We have never
seen a Fisheries Response Program
since she became the Minister of
Employment and Labour Relations.
and furthermore, Mr. Chairman -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).




Mr, Tobin: No, she has not. No,
she has not and the Minister -

Ms Cowan: - Yes she has.  The
workers (inaudible).

Mr . Tobin: You mentioned the
Fisheries Response Program today.
That dis what we had when we were
in Government and you abolished
it. Furthermore, she has done
absolutely nothing to stand in
this House and support the people
who are trying to get employment.,

Then she brought in the Employment
Generation Program and what did
she do? She had it all approved,
all the jobs were approved, their
grants were approved before we had
a chance to deal with it and
before businesses in this Province
had a chance to benefit from it.
S0 I would suggest to the Minister
that dinstead of +trying to shout
across this House when somebody
else is speaking, and not from her
own seat, she should go ouver and
deal with the problems in her
Department.

Ms Cowan: (Inaudible)
to say (inaudible).

something

Mr. Tghin: It Tlooks 1like she
wants me to continue talking about
her Department and the lack of
initiative. Where was she when
the students in university had to
miss their classes because of a
strike? You stood by and did
absolutely nothing as Minister of
Labour, -

Where are you now when schools are
closed in this Province today.
Today the schools are closed in
this Province because of the
action of the President of
Treasury Board when he cancelled -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).
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Mr. Tobin: That is
Because the President of Treasury
Board will not honour an agreement
between the student assistants.
Where dis the Minister of Labour
when these students are home
today? Where is she when
developmentally children are not
i their classroom today? Where?
Where? Where 1s the Minister of
Labour when this Government makes
a deal with the wunion and then
will not honour it?

That 1is what the Minister of
Labour should get dinvoluved in.
What is her position, Mr
Chairman, as 1t relates to the
actions of the Minister of Social
Services, the viciocus attack on
single mothers in this Province by
the Department of Social
Services? What is the position of
this Minister? Mr. Chairman, as a
former President of the NTA in
this Province, what is her
position on trying to strip the
teachers pensions? Where does she
stand in these issues.

Mr. Chairman, if she wants to
continue to interrupt when I am
speaking, I can tell her that I
can list an awful lot of things
she could be doing for the people
of this Province, by whom she was
elected

And the President of Treasury
Board is there, Mr. Chairman, with
a big smirk on his face as he qgoes
around -

Mr. Efford: (Inaudible),

Mr, Tobin: No, I will not sit
down. And I might have more to
say abhout the Minister of Social
Services as the days go by. There
is one thing I bhave to say about
the Minister of Social Services.
Today, myself and my colleagues
from Humber Valley and from Fogo

right. .




were going to lunch and we met a
gentleman down 1in the basement, in
the walkway. He was a man who has

a problem with Social Services.

An Hon. Member
problem, too.

(Inaudible) a

Mr. Tobin: Yes, he has a problem
with Social Services. And do you
know what he did? He went to the
Premier's office.

Mr, R. Aylward: Go on!

Mr. Tobin: Yes, to see if he
could see samebody . And, Mr .
Chairman, like the Minister of
Justice who put the policeman on
the doors to keep the Member from
Humber East out -

Some Hon. Members: What? What?

Mr. Tobin: Like the Minister of
Justice who put a policeman - and
I still do not know if he was
armed with a nightstick or not,
but we will find out - what did
the Premier's staff do? The
Premier's staff ordered the man
out of his office, because he
wanted to talk about Social
Services, and threatened to bring
in security and have him fired out.

An Hon. Member: Now.

Mr. Tobin: That dis what the
Premier of this province does with
poor people who have a problem.
But I have to say one thing, Mr.
Chairman, and I will give credit
where credit is due, he came here
this afternoon and the Minister of
Social Services did meet with
him, And I commend him for that.
But the Premier of this province,
I was told by that gentleman that
the staff of the Premier's office -

An Hon. Member: That is not true.
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Mr. Tobin: Well, what I see 1is
true.

An Hon. Member:
saw it.

Tell us where you

Mr. Tobin: No, I can not get into
that, can I, John? The staff, Mr.
Chairman -
Mr. Simms: Probably under a rock,
was it?

Mr Tobin: The staff of the
Premier's office -~ M™Mr. Chairman,
one thing I learned from my days
as a soclial worker and my days
here, and I think we all should
practice it as politicians,” as
well, and that is to remember ane
thing. That to the person who has
the problem it is dindeed a big
problem or he would not come to
us . And every politician -should
operate, Mr. Chairman, with that
idea in mind. And for the Premier
of this Province or his staff to
threaten to have security remove
that man, was like what the
Minister of Justice did in having
a police officer bar the member
for Humber East from a meeting.
Is that what we are coming to in
this Province, policemen and
security guards threatening
everybody who wants a meeting, or
wants to enter a meeting?

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible) a
meeting vou weren't invited to?

Mr. Tobin: What?

«

Mr. Hewlett: She wasn't allowed
to a meeting sheée was invited to.

Mr. Tobin: l.et me say to the
Member for Bonavista South, you
know the night 1 was elected, in
1979 -

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!




An Hon. Member:

eighty—~two,

Nineteen

Mr. Tobin: Eighty-two. In 1979 I

was elected to council.

An Hon, Member: Eighty-five,

An _Hon. Member: (Imaudible) one

beer.

Mr. Tobin: Na, Mr. Chairman, If
he did, he bought it. There was
nothing free with us. I can tell
you one thing, that the Member
knows there were people who came
into our function from other
parties, who worked on other
campaigns. The Member for
Bonavista South, I believe, was
looking after the door for us that
night and extended a warm welcome
to all of them. So the Member for
Bonavista South knows full well,
Mr. Chairman, that I practice an
open door policy no matter who
wants to come in, even when he was
working as part of my campaign
team. '

Now, let us go further.

Mr ., Efford: Don't tell

anything else.

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, I have
no 1intention of +telling the hon,
Minister anvthing else. He 1s a
hard man to penetrate. That head,
Mr. Chairman, 1is not going to be
penetrated uvery easily, so I am
not going to tell him anything, I
will be kind to the hon.
gentleman. But . that 1is what 1is
happening in this Province,
security gquards whereaver you
turn. And for the Minister of
Justice to  tell the Mayor of
Corner Brook that he would not go
to the meeting if the Member for
Humber East was there 1is, to me,
despicable conduct. And I do not
sthink that any Member who sits -

October 25, 1990 Vol XLI

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, i1is that
Parliamentary? A Member, Mr .
Chairman, of this Legislature who
occupies the position of Minister
of Justice should not be doing
things 1like that. And 1if the
presant Minister of Justice
continues the way he has,
continues giving misinformation to
this House, as he did on the
single mothers' dissue, as he did
on the situation in Corner Brook,
then the Premier should
immediately remove him and put the
Member for Bonavista South in as
Minister of Justice. And I can
tell you right now, from my
experience with the Member for
Bonavista South, that he will be
fairer, Mr. Chairman, make no
mistake about that. The Member
for Bonavista South spent too long
living in Marystown to be .anything
but fair. '

Mr. Chairman, maybe sometime  we
might get the Minister of Social
Services to live on the Burin
Peninsula. Now I can assure yaou
that it would take more than one
decade to educate him in fairness,
but 1if he were there long enough,
he would probably be able to come
to terms with fairness, as my
colleague from Bonavista South has.

And there are other issues,
Today, Mr. Chairman, there are
children 1in the proximity of this
city who are home from school
because of a Jlabour dispute that
is taking place. And there 1is no
need whatsoever, for that dispute
to be taking place except for the
cuts in the budget of the
Department of Education last
year, And I do not think the
Minister of Education 1is solely
responsible for that, nor would I
blame him for being solely
responsible that.




An Hon. Member: For what?

Mr. Tobin: For the cuts in your
budget last year as it relates to
the student assistants programme.

But the President of Treasury
Board, the man who makes out he is
& socialist 1in this province, the
man who ran twice, ran here and
could not get elected then ran in
Ontario and could not get elected
for the NDP, if he was still in
Ontario, Mr., Chairman, I wonder
what would have happened to him.
But I can tell vyou, with his
attitude on cutbacks, he wouldn't
be President of Treasury Board in
a Bob Rae regime. No, he could
only survive in a strong
Conservative mentality.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, I do not
know who sent this note over, but
I can assure whoever it is I could
not care less,

fn Hon. Member:
friends, through,

(Inaudible) your

Mr. Tobhin: They are my friends,
there 1is no doubt about that.
There are other issues facing this
Government as it relates to the
financial mess they have put us
in, The Minister of Health is
going to have +to stand in this
House one of these days and
explain to myself and my colleague
from Grand Bank why there are
going to be a significant number
of layoffs din the new regional
hospital,; why the Blue Crest
Senior Citizens Home in Grand Bank
is qoing to have a significant
number of layoffs; and why there
will be in excess of $1 million
less going 1into +the health care
system next year on the Burin
Peninsula than there is this year,
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And he 1s part of the Government's
mismanagement package we see 1in
front of us every day. and for

‘the Minister of Health, yesterday

one of the nurses said, How come
we are living in the poorest

province in Canada vet we have the
highest paid Premier? Well, if
you wanted to see a man trying to
circles, Mr .

squirm araound

Chairman.

Mr. Simms: Yes, Sir. I must say,
he was a bit (inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: I tell you, 1if vyou
ever wanted to see a Minister of
Health taken off quard. And Lhe
nurses were right, How can we as
the poorest province in Canada
have the highest paid Premier?
Why? B .

Mr. Murphy: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: Now, I can tell the
Member for St. John's South that
when the present Premier was
Leader of the Opposition, he was
the highest paid politician in
Canada. As Leader of the
Opposition, he was higher . paid
than the Prime Minister of Canada,
when he was raking 50,000 from
some secret trust or whatever it
was . I do not know, But we all
found out he was getting $50,000.

How can the Premier of this
Province today - and it happened
vesterday and I saw it - have a
chauffeur-driven car when he is
getting $8,000 -

An Hon. Member: What?

Mr. Tobin: What?
what.

I will tell you

Mr. Hewlett: And a brand-new Ford
Taurus on top of that.

Mr. Tobin: When he 1dis getting




$8,000 -

Some Hon. Members: ©Oh, oh!

Mr. Tobin: The Premier has a
chauffeur~driven car. He has a
man who gets out, with his uniform
on and a cap, and opens the door
and lets the Premier in, and lets
his two assistants get in the back.

‘An_Hon. Member: Go away.

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, I do not
know if the Member for Carbonear
is dintentionally ~misleading the
House or not, but the Premier of
this province 1is chauffeur-driven
almost every time he moves down
there, unless he 1is going home or
coming to work. In fact, there is
a gray Oldsmobile sedan, a great
big spanking new Oldsmobile, pulls
up in front of the door -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: - yes, right. No,
this 1s the other one -~ pulls up
in front of the door, and the
gentleman gets out. Now, Mr .
Chairman, that is a fact.

An Hon. Member: If that is not a
chauffeur, what is 1it?

Mr. Tobin: IFf that dis not a
chauffeur, what is it? A
gentleman with a uniform on gets
out -

An_ Hon. Member: And opens the
door for him.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: I will tell you, if
the Member for Carbonear is
embarrassed by it, he should tell
the Premier. Because the.  people
of this Province are going to know
and the people of this Province
should know, that the Premier - I
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am not saying it is wrong,
probably it is all right, I do not
know. But the fact of the matter
is, if he is chauffeur- driven in
a limousine say he is, never mind
saving he 1is not. And that 1is
happening day in and day out 1in
front of this building.

And I will tell vyou something
else. You cannot close hospital
beds and throw the sick and  the
suffering on the street and
provide a car allowance to the
Premier and another three or four
cars to his office. And do not
say there aren't, because we can
list them. :

The Grey Oldsmobile, where is
that? Where is the Grey
Oldsmobile? '

Mr. Murphy: On a point of order,

Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Order, please!

The hon. the Member for St. John's
South, I remind him he ds not in

his seat and he cannot rise on
point of order.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Chairman: The hon. the Member
for Burin - Placentia West,

Mr. Tobin: Yes, Mr., Chairman, you
have to be in your secat. And T
will tell you something else, I
don't think hon. colleagues should
laugh at my colleague from St.
John's South. He is a new
member. He did not come in here
with a wvery big majority, and we
should understand that he is still
learning the rules.

Mr. Murphy: On a point of order,

Mr. Chairman.




Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for-"St. John's South, on a point
of order,

Mr. Murphy: Mr. Chairman, the
hon. Member for Burin - Placentia
West has made a categorical
statement here, that the Premier
is driven in a chauffeur-driven
car, Now if the member has
something to substantiate that,
then he should table that in this
House so ‘that all members are
aware of it, If not, he should
not make that accusation, because
he does not know it to be true.

M . Hewlett: To the point of
order, Mr. Chairman.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr., Chairman: Order, please!

Order, please!

The hon. the Member for Green Bay.

Mr . Hewlett: To the point of
order, I have myself seen the new
blue car parked in the parking lot
and the Premier enter a
chauffeur-driven car - two
witnesses. -

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Order, please!

An_ Hon. Member: It is blue now,

is 1t not?

Mr . Hewlett: {Inaudible)
allowance (inaudible).

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

The Chair is ready to rule on the
point of order. There 1is no point
of order, it is just a matter of a
difference of opinion between hon.
members . There 1is no point of
order.

The hon. +the Member for Burin -
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Placentia West.

Mr. Tobin: The Member for St,
John's South has confirmed what I
believed all along and that is
that the caucus were not aware
that the Premier was using a
chauffeur-driven Oldsmobile. - And
I have sgen it. I saw it
yesterday morning at nine-thirty
out in front of the building.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, ohl

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

An Hon. Member: {(Inaudible) left
hand or your right hand
(inaudible).

Mr . Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Tobin:

Order, please!
Mr. Tobin: Now it is coming out.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Hewlett: Oh, you
sensitive now!

That is a sore point.
And I hope the media picks up on
it, wherever they may be. I hope
they will pick up on it, that the
Member for St. John's South 1is
upset with the Premier. Because
if he was not upset, he would not
react in that way.

Mr. Murphy: (Inaudible) .

Mr. Tobin: You should not react
in that way if you are not upset.

Mr. Murphy: {Inaudible) don't
know what you are talking about.

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, do you
hear the way he is interrupting?

Mr. Tobin: Ask the Deputy Premier
or the President of Treasury Board
to deny that the Premier is




brought here with a chauffeur in a
Grey Oldsmobile. Ask the Deputy
Premier to deny it. Ask anyone to
deny 1it?

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible}.

Mr. Tobin: Oldsmohbhile. What is
the Minister of Justice saying now?

An Hon. Member: Whatever he 1is
saying, it is difficult to listen.

An Hon. Member: He wants to know

how (inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: No, that is not what
you said. Mr. Chairman, I can
tell vyou that that 1is a wvery
sensitive 1issue. and looking at
the reaction I got today, it looks
like an 1dssue that we as an
Opposition should tackle. As an
Opposition we should put that
issue up front.

Some Hohn. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Tobin: As an Opposition I
think we should put that issue up
front and let the Premier deny
that  he has a chauffeur, Mr.
Chairman. Let the Premier deny
that. If the Premier for St.
John's South is not
chauffeur-driven -

Mr. Murphy: The Premier for St.
John's South?

Mr. Tobin: The Member for St.
John's South, what 1s he prepared
to do if the Premier acknowledges
he 1is chauffeured? What are you
prepared to do after what vyou just
said in this Assembly?

An_Hon. Member: Resign.

An Hon. Member: (Inaucdible).

Tobin: He 1is an employee, I
suppose, He 1s an employee, I
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mean, the Member for Carbonear
does not know either, I do not
know if he 1is full-time or not. I
know he wears a uniform.

Mr. Simms: The Minister of Public
Works will probably be -

Mr. Tobin: Yes, the Minister of
Public Works could probably tell
us.

Mr. Simms : {Inaudible) the
arrangements.

Mr. Tobin: I just might. I just
might, because I have seen it. As
a matter of fact, I can tell you
more than that if you want me Lo,
at the right time. Because I even
checked. I can tell you that the
first time it came to my attention
was the time you opened up a
building in on Kenmount Road
somewhere. I mean, don't think
that we are 1in the Opposition
doing nothing, because I can tell
you fellows that everything we are
doing, Mr . Chairman, is
strategically timed. And the
issue of the Premier being
chauffeur—driven in this City will
be brought out al the right and
appropriate time.

An Hon. Member: ({(Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: I do not want the

evidence given away yet, But I
can tell you, if we have to do
that, we will do it.

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are other
issues. They can close down
hospital beds, they can have Lhe
mentally handicapped children out .
of school, they can have the
educational system in this
Province in a mess, they can do
all of that, but vyet they can have
the Premier of this Province with
@ chauffeur in an 0Oldsmobile car,
over -and above the one he bought




with his $8,000, I would suspect.
And I can tell you right now, that
is not good enough. That 1is not
good enough,

Mr. Murphy: No, he should have a
stretch limousine.

Mr. Tobin: Mr. Chairman, there 1is
one stretch limousine here,

An Hon. Member: Are you talking
about Bugdens?

Mr. Tobin: Yes .,

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: No, I have to get on
with a whole pile of issues.

Mr. Chairman, let us talk about
the problems in  this Province
today 1in the  area of fisheries.
Yesterday, my colleaque and friend
from Eagle River presentad a
resolution to this House. I know
he spoke wvery eloquently on the
fishery, and he is a very sincere
individual. I would suspect he
has a fair amount of knowledge on
the fishery issues in khis
Province, particularly in
Labrador. I will give him full
marks for that. But I do not
think there 1is anybody in this
House with more knowledge in the
fishing industry than my
colleaques, the Member from Grand
Bank, the Leader of the
Opposition, who was Minister of
Fisheries, and our present
Minister of Fisheries, all of whom
in the debate. They &all spoke 1in
the debate, as well as my friend
and colleague from Torngat
Mountains. I think everyone 1in
this House, particularly the
Member for St. John's South who
tried to speak, and from what
limited knowledge you would expect
him to have on the fisheries, I
think he did a good Jjob. But
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putting all that aside, we all
have & lot to learn as it relates
to what 1is taking place 1in the
fishery.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Member for
LaPoile has stood in +this House
and not asked the question as it
relates to his fish plant in Port
aux Basques not being opened. He
worked very hard to get the
attention of the media, but I
would suggest to him that that was
cheap publicity. He should bhe
asking questions about the
livelihood of the people he
represents, but not once did he
stand in this Assembly and ask a
gquestion as it relates to the
fisheries problems in his district
and the fish plant now closed.
So, I suggest, Sir, that you start
looking after vyour constituents,
as well. Everybody is free to say
what they want to say 1in this
House, provided it is within the
orders and the approval of the
Speaker, and you have to be right
to make what suggestions you
wish, I respect you for that but
I c¢an tell you one thing, vyou
should look after your
constituents.

Ms Cowan: He does. He d1s an
excellent (inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: Now, Mr. Chairman, she
is interrupting again.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Tobin: This bigger fish that
is coming in Port aux Basques with
no fish plant, 1is going to be
devastating to the fishermen of
that area. Over the years I have
had the opportunity of knowing
many of these fishermen, from lsle
aux Morts, Burnt Island, Fox
Roost, Margaree, and the whole
coast. From the time I was a
young boy growing up I 9ot to know




these harduworking, dedicated,
fishermen in this Province. They
are some of the finest people you
could guer meet; some of the
finest people you could ever meet
live on that Southwest Coast. The
situaticon they are facing is
difficult because it  is their
livelihood, and it 1s not good
enough for this Government to be
doing absolutely nothing. It is
not good enough when the Minister
of Fisheries has to go down to the
Radisson Plaza to a Fisheries
Conference and announce it 1looks
like the fish plant may not open
in Port aux Basques. That is not
what these people want to hear.

My, Dumaresque: What are you
saying about (inaudible)?

Mr. Tobin: I was complimenting
you, Sir, on the presentation you
made yesterday as 1t related to
your resolution. The Winter
fishery on the Southwest Coast has
to be looked after, and it 1is not
being done at this point in time.
I feel, Mr. Chairman, for the men
and women who depend on that
fishery and the fish 'plant this
Winter. It is going to be a hard
time. I would 1like the Minister
of Fisheries, when he gets up to
speak in this debate, Mr,
Chairman, to +tell me whether or
not there is any truth or
substance to what has been
circulated in Marystown, which is
that the fish plant in that town
may go down now until June, Would
the Minister of Fisheries be
prepared to answer that when he
speaks 1in the debate? I would
appreciate 1it, because that is
devastating. The Marystown
Shipyard 1is at a very, very low
peak. There 1is nobody working in
the Marystown Shipyard now
compared to what they were four
years adgo. Compared to four years
ago, it dis now a-very, very, quite
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Mr. Tobin:

‘my district under this

place.

Then you have the secondary
processing plant in Burin that is
not doing nearly as good as it was
supposed to do, or has been doing.
Mr. Efford: (Inaudible}.

Mr . Tobin: I can say to my
colleaque, the Minister of Social
Servcies, that I will not say what
he just asked me to say. '
thousand

Mr. Murphy: Fifty-one

(inaudible).

Now, Mr. Chairman, the
Member for St. John's South - I
want to talk about the problems in
Bill, the
with the fish plant and
with the shipyard.

problems
the problems

He stood in this House last year .

and never opened his mouth when
they were closing the plant on the
Southside, but don't expect me to
do the same. If it were not for
the Membher for Kilbride and the
Member for Grand Bank there would
not be an 1ssue raised. You didn't
speak on the plant on the
Southside, so don't try to stop me
from speaking about the problems
in my district. There 1is a very
serious problem on the Burin
Peninsula.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

I wonder if the hon. member would
just take his seat for a minute
until I dnform the House of the
questions for the Late Show?

It is now four o'clock and I will
inform members of the questions
for the Late Show. 'Pleasé be
advised that I am not satisfied
with the answer to my question on
student assistants by the Minister
of Education and I would like it
place on the Late Show.' That 1is




the hon. the Member for St. Mary's
- The Capes.

'IT am dissatisfied with the answer
to my question to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs re the cuts of
pay to fir fighters.' The hon.
the Member for Grand Falls.

'"Please be advised that I am not
satisfied with the answer to the
question re UI benefits by the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations.' That is the hon. the
Member for St. Mary's — The Capes.

The hon. the Member for Burin -
Placentia West. The hon. member
has two minutes left.

Mr. Tobin: I was talking about
the problems in my district, and
the Minister of Social Services
should know it. I will give you
an example of what has happened.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Tobin: I do not know what he
is’ talking about, Mr. Chairman,
unless he .is talking about the
christening the Minister of
Transportation had up there when
he christened the ferry. Or maybe
he 1is talking about the do they
had up there from three ridings,
Grand Bank, Fortune - Hermitage,
and Burin - Placentia West, which
worked out to less than seventy
couples per district. Unless he
is talking about that, Mr .
Chairman. If +that i1s the ©big
thing. As a matter of fact, I
know people who were given tickets
and would not ewen go ta the
dinner, they played darts
instead. I know a fellow who had
a ticket but would not ga to the
dinner, Mr. Chairman, he played
darts instead and came to wvisit
his brother after. But that is
something, Mr. Chairman, that we
will deal with at a later time.
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I can tell you one thing, there
are problems in my district like
never before, unemployment, people

‘gone te  the Mainland who have

never gone before. They were in
my own district, in my oln
neighbourhood as a matter of
fact. Some of my good friends
have moved away to the Mainland,
and their families are home while
they go away to try to make a
living., and that 1is very serious.
They are people, Mr. Chairman, who
have worked in Marystown for years
and absolutely nothing has been
done to the system. That is
serious. And if the fish plant in
Marystown goes down as they are
saying it 1is going to, wuntil the
June 30, for six months, I can
guarantee you that +that 1is going
to be disastrous.

Because if 1t was not for the
Federal Government work, on one
ferry they had this year, she
would have bheen a destitute place
to live. And I can tell you, bhoy,
it dis hard stuff to see people who
have worked all their l1lives having
to pack their bags and move away
all because, Mr. Chairman, of the
economic policies of this
Government or Jlack of them. This
Government took & shrimp trawler
that was supposed to be built in
Marystown and shifted it to Norway
because the conservative
{inaudible) that Premier. That is
what happened to this Province.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Tobin: When you see that this
government's economic policy is to
¢reate jobs in Norway and not, Mr.
Chairman, in Marystown,
Newfoundland, that is wrong. When
you look at this government's
policy as it relates to the
Hibernia development, to leave out
the Argentia area, that is wrong.
The Argentia area should not be




forgotten about. fs a matter of
fact, I <can tell you something
else, The action of this
government, leaving Argentia out
of the Hibernia development, 1is
the major issue in the election in
Dunville.

Chairman: Order, please!

hon. member's time has elapsed.

. Tobin: I will get back to it,
Chairman.

Chairman: The hon. the Member

Green Bay.

Mr. Hewlett: Thank you, Mr .
Chairman. I would like to have a
few words, if I might, please, on
this particular piece of subject
_matter. When I was very young,
Mr. Chairman, when Mr. Smallwood
was Premier of the Province, I was
& student back in those days and I
can remember he was a great orator
and he used to go on at great
length about the great Liberal
Party and the tremendous advances
it . had given the Province,
especially in the areas of health
and education. And he went out of
his way on nearly every possible
opportunity to identify the
Liberal Party of this Province
with a progressive social policy
in these areas.

Today, Mr. Chairman, we have ‘a
party 1in Government that carries
the +title 'Liberal' but from its
behaviour since it has come ¢to
power 1t 1s obuious that the
Government is anything but liberal
in any known sense of the word.

M. Chairman, in terms of our
education system, the current
Government is gqoing to bring about
cuts which are going to see
regular teachers being 1laid off.
We have already seen instances of
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substitute teacher time being cut .

back and children being sent home
from school. We have the shortest
school year in Canada, and now we
are faced with kids having to come
home from school if their teacher
is sick because there are not
enough substitute teachers. So,
Mr. Chairman, this is the way this
current Liberal Party is treating
the legacy of Mr. Smallwocod in the
matter of education.

Another matter that Mr. Smaliwood
in his day was very proud of were
the strides in health care in this
Province. When I was two weeks
old, Mr, Chairman, I was
very seriously ill and had to be
taken to hospital by dog team,
passenger snowmobile and then,
finally, automobile to get to
Grand Falls Hospital, which was a
company hospital, and then my
father had to pay cash dollars to
get me taken in and have my life
saved. That was back in February
of 1952.

Since then, there have been
strides in health care. The
hospital opened in Springdale
later on that year, in 1952 as a
matter of fact, and unfortunately
I had over the years a number of
occasions to need to use that
particular facility. That
particular facility today, Mr .
Chairman, 1is in hard times. The
last Budget brought down by the
hon. Dr. Kitchen removed fifteen
of twenty-five beds in that
particular facility. The current
proposed freeze under this
Administration dis 4aoing to have
similar effects.

The Administrations of the various
health care boards around this
Province were asked to prepare
impact statements as to the
outcome of a freeze next year in
the health care system. The

taken




. impact

statement that the
Administration in Springdale will
be sending in to the Government
will dindicate that a further two
beds at the Springdale hospital
would be lost,

Twenty-four beds for the first
time ever will be closed down in
the senior citizens home, and
approximately twenty people 1laid
of ¥ to accommodate the
approximately $600,000 to $700,000
impact of the freeze 1in that
particular health care system in
Green Bay.

We have seen, Mr. Chairman, the
Minister of Social Services cut
payments to single mothers under
the guise of fairness and
balance. This is a form of
Fastern European Socialism, where,
in order to make everyhody equal,
everybody is reduced to the lowest
common denominator.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hewlett: The B8erlin wall has
come down, Mr. Chairman, and the
Wells wall dis going up. I have
written the Minister in the last
few days with regard to a
particular problem an individual
had in my district.

We have a situation where the day
the Minister of Social Services
was sworn 1in, I saw him on the
TV, Ard just after being sworn
in, & microphone was shoved in
front of his face and he was asked
what his priorities were and he
said, I am going to have to help
the widows.

Well, Mr., Chairman, I have a case
where a man in my district
obtained a moose licence this
year. Unfortunately, he passed
away before he could use 1it. The
particular situation 1is such, that
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the Wildlife Department will not
allow a neighbour to shoot the
moose for that particular widow.
So I have written the Minister of
Social Services to intervene with
his - colleague, so that if he 1is
truly dinterested 1in  helping the
widow, hopefully this particular
widow will have moose meat this
winter because one of her
neighbours will be allowed to kill
the moose on her behalf.

Now, Mr. Chairman, this particular
party, when 1in opposition, made a
cause celebre about rising power
rates; even power rates that had
to rise by wvirtue of dinflation,
were nonetheless blamed on the
Peckford Administration. Since
coming to power, this particular
Administration has removed the $40
billion subsidy to the Power
Distribution District, a subsidy
that has to be passed on to the
people -

Order,

Mr ., Chairman: please!

.Order, please!

Mr. Hewlett: - of the Province
who have higher power rates.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

I am sorry to interrupt the hon.
Member for Green Bay, but there 1is
an awful lot of conversation going
on to my left and I cannot hear
the hon. the Member for Green Bay.

The hon. the Member for Green Bay.

Mr. Hewlett: Thank you, Mr .
Chairman. The Minister of Social
Services and his c¢olleagues hate
the truth when they hear 1it and

they try to drown it out.  But as

the Bible teaches us, speak the
truth and the truth shall make you
whole.

Mr . Chairman, tHey have also




payroll tax .on
power. This 1is doing to affect
negatively +the consumers "in our
Province. And to ensure that the
Budgetary measures they put on the
power utilities are carried
through to the consumer, they
restructured the Utilities Board
so that it would be more a friend
of the large companies and less a
friend of the consumer.

introduced the

Not only were they not satisfied
to bring about negative budgetary
measures with regard to power rate
increases, they restructured the
Public Utilities B8oard so as to
ensure that the consumers got it
socked to them all the way, Mr.
Chairman. This 1is the Liberal
Government.

Mr, Smallwood, would be very much
ashamed of you all. Because there
is no liberalism din you anymore,
you are ultra right wing
conservatives, And to my former
principal, the hon. the Minister
from Gander, I would say the
following: he has taken a
habit of going around union
leadership and writing individual
members of unions.

Chairman, prior to my
becoming an elected politician I
had the occasion to do public
relations campaigns for my former
employer, the Premier of the
Province, and there were many
times, Mr. Chairman, when I was
sorely tempted to go around union
leaderships to explain
government's position. But even
though the Peckford Administration
was often called right-wing by the
labour movement at the time, Brian
Peckford always prohibited me, -on
every single occasion, from going
around the wunion 1leadership and
appealing directly to union
members, because we were elected
the Government and the 1leadership

Now, Mr,
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of the union was elected by their
membership. I was never allowed,
although at times sorely tempted,
to appeal directly to the union
membership.

were
union

never
leader

Ms Cowan: And you
allowed to let a
speak to the Premier.

{(Inaudible) don't
Don't you

An Hon. Member:
you do that.
(inaudible) me.

Mr. Hewlett: That is correct, Mpr.

nasty-

Chairman. He was quite at liberty
to call me what he wanted, but one
thing I did know was his
instruction, and his dinstruction
was net to bypass, not to dnsult
the union leadership of this
province, hut to deal with them
and not go around them directly in
any public relations campaign to
the wunion membership, And I am
sorry to say that my Grade IV
principal 1is gquilty of doing just
that.

Ms Cowan: Why didn't he meet with
union leaders?

Mr. Hewlett: Mr-. Chairman, there
were many meetings with union
leaders. I do not think the
current Minister of Labour has any
lectures to give any
administration on the face of this
earth with regard to labour
relations. And the current
Minister of Labour, Mr. Chairman,
is also the Minister responsible
for job creation. And since this
Government came to power there has
been a steady erosion of jobs in
this province, They got elected
on a promise to bring home eveary
mother's son. We hope - every
mother's son doesn't come hame,
Mr. Chairman, because all that
means 1s that he 1is getting laid
off in Toronto and coming back
here to join the already growing




rolls of unemployed people in this
province. .

Mr., Chairman, we have this free
and open Government concept.
Fairness and balance. We see an
attempt on the part of the
Minister of Justice to prevent the
Member for Humber East from
attending a meeting, a meeting
that was not a private meeting
between Cabinet Ministers and the
Municipal Council of Corner Brook,
a meeting that involved a number
of public interest groups, a
meeting which & Member of this
Provincial Parliament should have
had every right to attend. But it
was a heavy-handed police-state
type tactic to keep her out.

I have seen evidence of it bhefore,
Mr. Chairman. I had a petition
coming my way from the people in
the Harry's Harbour - Jackson's
Cove area some months ago and the
President of the Green Bay Liberal
Association prevailed on the local
people in the area to give her the
petition. Not send it to the duly
elected MHa, but to give the
petition to the Liberal president
who was going to come in quietly,
present 1t to the Minister of
Transportation and thereby get the
pavement and presumably get the
credit. Well, do you know what
happened, Mr. Chairman? She did
come in, she delivered the
petition, she gqot no pavement, and
she got no credit. Thank you very
much,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for St. Mary's - The Capes.

Thank you wvery much,

It is a privilege

to be able to say a few words on
the loan Bill, especially in light
of the effect we see upon the
financial situation that has been
perpetrated upon the people of
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Newfoundland by the Administration
across the way. Quite surprising,
after 1listening to the Budget
presented by the Minister last
spring with such enthusiasm, desk
thumping, applause from his
¢colleaques and so on -

An Hon. Member: His own applause,
too.

Mr. Hearn: And his own applause.
He deserved it at the time. He
thought he deserved it. . and the
people of Newfoundland all thought
the Minister had done a tremendous
job. However, maybe 1in his haste
- I do not blame the Minister,
because the Minister of Finance
really only presents what 1is given
him by his officials. Most of the
work done on a financial budget is
done by Treasury Board and,
consequently, the Minister Jjust
delivered undoubtedly what was
handed to him by the President of
Treasury Board. - _

Then the President of Treasury
Board has to be excused somewhat,
because he can only work
realistically with the facts and
figures presented to him by the
Ministers of the various
Departments. So, all din all, the
blame goes back, I presume, to the
incompetence of the different
Ministers who presented an
inaccurate picture to the
President of Treasury Board, who
had to try to decipher it all and
pass 1t along to the Minister of
Finance who, in turn, had to try
to interpret it for the people of
the province. But whatever the
case might be, we now realize that
the tremendous hopes and
aspirations of the Minister of
Finance cannot be delivered to the
people of the Province and a
number of pecople across the
Province are suffering greatly
because of it.




One of the major concerns that a
number of people have at present
is not in what is happening in
relation to projected layoffs in
the educational system, in the
hospitals, nursing homes, and
other agencies, cutbacks within
Government ditself din the wvarious
departments, because when we talk
about cuthacks 1in departments, we
are talking about taking out of
action people who have been in
certain jobs, some of them for
quite some time, not the removal
of summar employeaes as the
President of Treasury Board said
but people who have been in there
for years have been given layoff
notices, Many of these doing
worthwhile jobs that have a
tremendous effect on what
transcends down to the field
level. Consequently the affect
across the Province is going to be
horrendous. But it is not only,
what 1is happening in relation to
the layoff of the number of people
but how it 1is being done. Before

anyone got a chance to assess the
impact of the mistakes made by the

Minister in his Budget
presentation Government tried to
cover up for such mistakes and for
such oversights by bringing in
programs which would say to the
people, do not worry, we made a
mistake. We are out $120 million,
$130 million, $140 million or $150
million, but do not worry about it
we are going to take care of it
all ourselves. Aand therein 1lies
the mistake, because of change in
financial dimplications, within and
outside of the Province, we had a
negative affect on the Budget,
Then if  the Premier and his
Cabinet had consulted the groups
and agencies first, before they
started making blanket statements
about cutbacks and hold-the-1ine
budgets and so on, we would not
have half of the concern and worry
that is there today. Because
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anyone will admit to you that yes, .

perhaps there are dollars that can
be saved maybe by finding a better

‘way to use some of the dollars

that we have. But it can only be
done in consultation and
co-operation with those who are
directly affected.

So if we just come on with the
heavy hand and tell people that we
are going to take away from them,
that we are not going to give them
the dollars that they need to
operate, the hospital boards must
lay off people, that they must cut
back on their services to the poor
and the sick and the aged, and if
school boards must lay of f
teachers, refuse to  bring in
substitute teachers, refuse to
have seminars for teachers who
have been in the system for quite
some time and need upgrading, who
miss the seminars that have been
of fered by the boards and by the
department. . If we have to take
people out of the departments that
deal with the people in the field,
and let them know what is
happening, who prepare them for
changes that take place from time
to time within the different
divisions and administrations,
then we are negatively affecting
the total population. Proper
planning could easily have solved
some of the financial problems
without such a drastic affect on
the people. Now e see  some
withdrawal on the part of
Government. The original
statement, vyes, we are going to
cutback X number of millions of
dollars; we are going to eliminate
X number of jobs: are now being
tempered with: well we have not
finally decided yet, we are
looking at the overall picture, we
are trying to see what we are
going to have to do to balance our
Budget.




Now if we had said that din the
beginning - which would be a good
political approach to it, number
one - but if we were truthful then
it would be a realistic approach
also, because perhaps in 1light of
the downturn in the economy, which
affects not only Newfoundland but
the country and the world
generally, we are going through
hard times. And I am not trying
to give the Minister of Finance or
the President of Treasury Board a
way out of the present situation
because many of the problems they
face are ones of their own doing,
but 1if they had taken their time
and analyzed the present crisis
then perhaps they could have
alleviated a tremendous amount of
the uncertainty and concern that
has been placed upon the shoulders
of those who are further down in
the systems. Why was this done?
It was done mainly to &ry to
slough off the blame for what is
going to happen in relation to
layoffs, lack of care, and lack of
attention +to school boards, to
hospital boards, to different
agencies, where Government can
turn to the people when they
complain, and they will complain.
There will be pecple in the
streets before this year 1is over
out of concern for how it is
affecting their own lives, and the
answer from Government will be, as
we see already, do not talk to me,
talk to the school board, the
hospital board, or whatever, they
are the ones who are making the
decisions.

School boards decide when to open
and close schools, the school
boards decide which teachers to
hire, school boards decide which

substitutes to bring in, hospital.

boards run hospitals, do not talk
to us, but what they are failing
to say 1s that an ultimatum has
been given hospital boards, and
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school boards, that you are going
to have severe cuts in your budget
in relation to your needs.
Government can quite easily say we
did not cut the budget of school
boards, we did not cut the budget
of hospital boards, but what they
are saying i1s, we did not give
them an 1increase to meelt the
increased costs during the present
year's operation. The news today
is carrying a statement which says
that the cost of living next year
will undoubtedly bhe much greater
than the average increae in
wages. So if the CPI goes up and
if wages do not match that we are
further behind already without any
cuts., Now 1f the Government does
not even meet the cost of living
then people are going to he X
number of percent dependent upon
the raise, dependent upon the cost
of 1iving, dependent upon other
factors such as increases 1in heat
and light, whatever. Individuals
are gqoing to be that much further
behind next year. The operations
of a hospital board, school board,
or whatever, will increase by
several millions of dollars.

It is interesting to see how
people scurry in when they realize
they are short in the House, We
went through one embarrassing
situation last term.

An_Hon. Member: They are coming
in to hear you.

Mr. Hearn: I was thinking that.
But the one consolation vyou had,
of course, was that the Minister
of Development was there and he
was going to make sure this time
he was going to call, I am sure, a
division. He certainly was not
going to sit there this time and
call a point of order. There is
absolutely no doubt about that.
The situation is that the
Government has caused a tremendous




amount of concern in Newfoundland
by the way it has approached the
present financial crisis.

Mr. Efford: (Inaudible) .

Mr. Hearn: The Minister of Social
Services 1is interjecting, as usual.

Mr. Efford: Now be nice.

Mr. Hearn: I am gqoing to be
nice. I am trying to be nice to
everybody. The Minister of Social
Services 1is going to be a very,
very busy idindividual. The only
thing that saved the Minister from
being in a position where he would
blow his budget completely, and
perhaps half the budget of the
Province, is that the Federal
Government 1in 1its wisdom stacked
the Senate so that it could push
through B8ill €21, and only for
that we would have thousands of
people lined up at the welfare
offices, In fact it was starting
to happen, and will happen over
the next few weeks in the
interim. But just imagine if Bill
¢21 had not gone through, and if
the Minister was faced with the
prospect of having every
Newfoundlander who got between ten
and fourteen stamps lined up in
his office. And what was the
option? There were not any
options. They would be there.
The Department of Social Services
would be an extremely busy
department. However, realizing
the competency of the Minister, we
realize that . he would graciously
look after these individuals, and
he would. But it dis terrible for
hard working Newfoundlanders who,
through no fault of their own,
live in areas where there is. only
seasonal employment, and who got
ten, eleven or twelve weeks work
this year, to have to resort to
Social Services,
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Mr. Chairman, I wmove that the
Committee rise, report progress
and ask leave to sit again.

on motion, that the Committee
rise, report progress and ask
leave to sit again, M™Mr. Speaker
returned to the Chair.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the Member
for Bellevue.

Mr. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, the
Committee of the Whole have
considered the matters to them
referred, have directed mne to
report progress and ask leave to
sit again.

On  motion, report received and
adopted, Committee ordered to sit
again on tomorrow.

Debate on the Adjournment
[Late Show]

Mr . Speaker: It now being
Thursday, we now debate the motion
to adjourn. I trust these are in
order, If not the Table can
inform me otherwise. The first
one 1is, M™Mr, Speaker, please be
advised that I am not satisfied
with the answer given to my
question re: UI benefits by the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations. The hon. the Member
for St. Mary's - The Capes.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hearn: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Earlier today I asked the Minister
if she had contacted her
counterpart, the Minister of
Employment and Imnigration in
Ottawa, to impress upon the
Federal Minister the need to
implement the entrance
requirements 1in relation to Bill




C-21 S0 that people in
Newfoundland who have this year
obtained between ten and fourteen
weeks, and who now have been, well
they are basically in limbo, they
are laid off but cannot file for
UI because they do not have enough
stamps, and they have to wait
another month, practically, before
they can apply, because the
Minister stated yesterday when she
brought in the new regqulation that
they would come into place on the
18th of November, '

I say to the Minister my concern
is that on the 18th of November
what will happen is several
thousand people, who wup to now
between now and then, will have
obtained ten weeks of dinsurable
earnings. Most of them through no
fault of their own because 1in
several areas this vear we had a
very late fishery. The fishery
was extremely late - starting, and,
of course, it did not- go on beyond
" the end. It ended at the same
time. Many plant workers in
particular, seasonal construction
workers also, found themselves in
a position where they scraped up
ten, eleven, twelve or thirteen
weeks of employment and had a Jjob
to do that. Some of the plants
stretched their own ability to
provide the extra couple of weeks
so that people could get ten aor
eleven weeks of employment. But
they could not, 1in many areas,
find fourteen weeks, They just
could not find it.

Perhaps, because of what happened .

this vyear, proved the fact that
mnost Members in the House would
say Newfoundlanders just do not go
out and look for ten weeks and
then line wup for UIC. In many
parts of the Province you are very
lucky to get ten, eleven or twelve
weeks of employment in the
fishery, especially when it comes

October 25, 1590 Vol XLI

to working in fish plants. So, we
have thousands of people right now
around the Prouvince who have
between ten and fourteen weeks,
who have had no income, none,
since perhaps the end of August,
the middle of September, and their
bills are running up. I talked to
one woman vyesterday who called,
her husband has not been able to
find employment enough this vyear
to draw UIC, to obtain stamps
enough, he only needs five or six
stamps right now, he is a
construction worker. She herself
obtained eleven weeks employment
in the fish plant. She has not
been able to draw UIC. They have
the same bills everybody else has,
light bill, mortgage payments, et
cetera, no income c¢oming into the
house, She knows now that she
will be able to file on November
18, but you have a waiting period,
then if you get everyone coming
into together, which is what will
happen, you are going to have
complications at the different
offices and Members all around in
this hon. House will be getting
calls saying, look, I have a claim
in for three weeks, four weeks,
and I have not heard anything
about it. But it 1s gocing to be
worse. You are getting them now.

(Inaudible) .

Mr. Walsh:

Mr. Hearn: Aind the parrot from
Mount Scio -~ Bell Island, ™Mr.
Speaker, -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Mr. Hearn: — 1s interrupting, but
you are going to get a lolt more
because you will have all of this
influx of claims at the differant
offices and humans are humans,.
despite the great field of
computerization which we now have,
it sometimes complicates the
different forms that are sent 1in




and, consequently, people are
going to be without for several
weeks to come, So from now,
October 25th. until November 1l8th.
we have about four weeks there
that should not be there simply to
fill a vacuum.

Now the Federal Minister says her
officials have to become familiar
with the requirements and I
appreciate that. But if the
Federal Minister dis made fully
aware of the dimplications of that
decision, then perhaps she will
make a special prouision in
relation to the entry requirements
so that our people here in the
Province, and 1 am sure elsewhere
in Canada, will be able to apply
immediately so that they can start
drawing UIC, so that they can have
dollars on their table, not having
to line up at the welfare office
to feed their families.

So what I am .asking the Minister
is if she would, as we did
yesterday, follow our example and
on behalf of the Government telex
or write or phone the Minister in
Ottawa and stress to her the
importance of having this bill
implemented dimmediately as far as
it concerns the residents of the
Province of Newfoundland.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Employment and Labour
Relations.

Ms Cowan: Mr. Speaker, Bill C -

21 became law vyesterday. Within
three days I am going to be
sitting down face to face with the
individual who brought that bill
to the House of Commons.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Cowan: I do not 1like the idea

October 25, 1990 Vol XLI

of an dimpersconal fax, a telephone
call or whatever, I want a face to
face meeting with the Minister.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Cowan: Now, I am absolutely
aghast, aghast at khe
sanctimonious attitude of that
Member who asked me this guestion
here today. It was the fault of
his Tory buddies in Ottawa that -

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Cowah: - the variable entrance

regquirements were not adjusted

months ago. Months.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Cowan: He talks about tLiberal

Senators. I might remind that
gentlemen that this House wvoled
unanimously to have 811l ¢ - 21
held back.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Ms Cowan: Then they forgot that.

When constituents started knocking
on the door all reason went out
the window, which is the way they
governed in the Province prior to
this, and why we are here today,
because they werea $0 easily
influenced by a knock at their
door from a constituent.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Ms Cowan: Yes, our Government has
a great deal of compassion for
those people who have been
affected by the fisheries and the
lack of work this summer din the
Province- We have brought it to
the attention of the hon. Barbara
McDougall on many occasions, and
will do so again, bringing up that
very problem that the Member has
brought tc our attention, again an




Central
towards

callous
attitude

example of
Canadian Tory
this Province.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Where were they, where
were they trying to get the
variable entrance requirements
changed, 1 did not hear anything
about it, no, but it took Liberal
Senators to try to draw the
attention of the Canadian Nation
to the mess that was being made of
the unemployment problems for
people 1in this Province. Now, I
am glad at any time to stand up
and answer questions in this House
about the responsible attitude
that I and my Government are
taking towards the unemployment
problem in this Province.

Ms Cowan:

I just wish that before questions
were asked by people in the
Opposition, they would stop and
look at their own conscience and
ask themselves what they have
done, So, Mr. Speaker, before I
sit down, let me say that once
again I am glad within a few hours
that I am going to be sitting face
to face with the hon. Barbara
McDougall, I will have with me the
Minister of Fisheries, the
Minister of Social Services,
Members of the House who come From
areas where there is a real
problem with employment; they will
be there and we will talk to her
face to face in a human way and
present to her the very real
problems of our constituents here
in this Province. I look forward
te it.

Some Hon, Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Before recognizing the hon. the
Opposition House Leader, if the
House would permit, I just want to
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comment on a matter that relates
to the dignity and the respect for
all hon. Members.

The Minister, when she was
talking, T know that the Ministér
is a new Member, but I thought it
an appropriate time to point it
ocut to all Members that we do not
refer to: that Member, that
gentleman. It is: the hon. Member
and this is for a very important
reason, 50 that we maintain
dignity and respect for each cother.

The hon. the
Leader.

Opposition House

Mr. Simms: Mr. Speaker, thank you.

I have an issue which I would like
to pursue, which I raised
yesterday in Question Period. The
Minister 1is not here today, but
presumably the President of
Treasury Board, might have some
comments to make on it.

To me, I think 1t is a wvery
serious situation quite frankly, I
shall try to run through it as
briefly as I can 1in the five
minutes that I have, in the hope
that Members Opposite,
particularly Government Members,
will realize this is a very
serious situation and the decision
which was taken was totally
inappropriate, and I hope the
Government might consider or
reconsider reversing that decision.

I am referring of course to the
notice that was sent out to fire
fighters who were on long—term
sick Jleave or disability and the
change in policy which dictated in
this memo, which dictated that
fire fighters will not receive
statutory holiday pay while they
are on long-term disability or on
sick leave, having been injured in
fires or whatever the case might




be through no fault of their own,

It effectively means that a
person, whether he is off because
of 1illness or because of an injury
on duty will lose about $2,400 a
year, that is effectively what
this decision means, and since
1972, I say to the President of
Treasury Board, since 1972,
eighteen years, and maybe before
that, we went back as far as 1972
to research, there has always been
a prouvision din the collective
agreement covering fire fighters,
which states, and I want to quote
it, Article 16 in their collective
agreement states that, and I
quote: " Employees who work on a
rotating shift basis shall be
entitled to payment din lieu of
fourteen statutory holidays". It
is right there in the collective
agreement, Mr. Speaker, and of

course fire fighters here in St..

John's work on a rotating shift
basis.

I also want them to have a look at
Article 14 in the collective
agreement, and Article 14 in the
collective agreement as well makes
reference to +this dissue, and it
talks about leave for injuries
arising . out of fire fighting
duties, and if he would get a copy
of the collective agreement and
have a look at it himself, he will
see that an employee who is unable
to perform his duties because of a
personal dinjury received 1in the
performance of his duties, this 1is
Article 14 now, another article:
"shall report the matter to his
officer in charge and the employee
shall be placed on injury on duty
leave with full pay."

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible).

Mr. Simms: No no no no  no,
Workers!' Compensation, Mr .
Speaker, 1is the next section, if
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the hon. Member wants me o go
throuagh that. No, this 1is full
pay when they are on injury on
duty. And I just read Article 16
which states c¢learly that anybody
working on a rotating shift basis
is entitled to payment in lieu of
fourteen statutory holidays.

So Mr. Speaker, at the present
time I understand there are -

Some Hon. Members: (Inaudible).

Mr. Simms : Mr. Speaker, 1if I
could have a bit of quiet, this is
a serious matter.

Mr. Speaker: Order please!

Mr. Simms: At the present time I
understand there are a number of
fire fighters -~ maybe ten or a
dozen, not that many, a small
number, therefore a small amount
of money dinvolved in this whole
issue in my understanding. They
have, through no fault of their
own of course, earned these sick
leave benefits, and they have been
guaranteed these sick leave
benefits for the past eighteen
years. And at no time was there
ever a dispute with regards to
statutory holiday pay for those
members of the fire fighters who
were off on sick leave, long term
sick leave or disability.

And more seriously of course was
the specific dincident or issue
that I raised yesterday concerning
Donald Jarvis, who happens to be a
fire fighter whom we are all
familiar with because of tributes
paid to him here in the House of
Assembly, when he had suffered
fifty degree burns to his body.
And he is an individual who
voluntarily went 1in to risk bhis
life to save somebody else's life
during a seriocus fire on Bannerman

Street I think it was, in St. .
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John's, He could have taken the
easy way out and decided not to go
in, he could have but he did not,
He dis the +type of fire fighter
that. we would all 1like to have
protecting us.

And unfortunately, because he did
that, he 1is now home trying to
recuperate, and he receives this
hand-delivered memo saying that
his pay has been cut by $2,400. I
think that is a pretty sad
situation, M™Mr. Speaker. And the
other point I want to make is
this. That he was told during his
recovery by management of the St.
John's Fire Department that all
the benefits that he now enjoyed
would continue during the time of
his rehabilitation, and up until
such time as he returned to active
duty. We all know the Minister of
Municipal Affairs spoke eloquently
in the House, and we think that
they have made this decision and
issued this directive on poor
aduice, without fully researching
it and without considering the
ramifications.

Soe I hope, as a result of the
matter being raised in the House
of Assembly - and the Fire
Fighters Association are getting a
meeting now by the way, finally,
with the Minister, he agreed to
meet with them later on., He would
not meet with them yesterday but
he agqreed to meet with them later
on. I spoke to the Minister
privately and I had the impression
from talking to him that he was
not fully cognizant of all the
details. For example, +the fact
that 41t has been in place for
seventeen or eighteen years, and
these kinds of things. So it may
very well be one of those
situations where an official in
the Department, a senlior official,
may have sent the memo out, may
have showed the Minister, and the
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Minister glanced at it or looked
at dit, I mean that happens, we
understand that.

But I do hope, bhecause of the
seriousness of the dissue, that the
Government will take note of 1it,
will look at it seriously, and in
all seriousness reyverse this
decision. Because it is perceived
to be a very callous decision and
an unfair way to try to grab back
a few thousand dollars on the
backs of those people who perhaps
risk their 1lives more frequently
than most of us.

Mr. Speaker: Order please!

The Chair recognizes the hon. the
President of Treasury Board. The
Opposition House Leader, when he
was speaking, called- for order,
and the Chair followed and called
for order. And I have to say that
from many Members, particularly to
my left, there was absolutely no
response, the conversation carried
on the same as usual.

Now hon. Members might not be
aware but if there are five or six
conversations going on it makes it
very difficult to hear an han.
Member speaking. I do want to
point out to hon. Members, that in
this regard, when an hon. Member
himself or herself calls for
order, then certainly the onus 1is
on the House to pay attention to
that. Many times the Speaker will
not rise to ask for order because
some Members like that and I have
to try and accommodate that style,
unless I feel it is too
disorderly, But if an hon. Member
himself or herself calls for order
then hon. Members ought to feel
that they should respect that
request.

The hon. the President of Treasury
Board.




Mr. Baker: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker, First of all I would
like to comment that 1 think that
your speech 1is right on, and that
is the way things should be in the
House. With regard to the fear of
the Opposition House Leader, he
made the point in his five minute
dissertation that in fact he was
very satisfied with the answer
given by the Minister, that the
situation was on the way to being
resolved to his satisfaction, and

that 1in fact meetings bhave been )

set up between the firefighters
and the Minister of Municipal
Affairs. I am just going now by
the information the Opposition
House Leader gave me, Therefore
he really was not dissatisfied
with the answer given by the
Minister, and the steps taken by
the Minister in the dinterim, so it
is kind of surprising that he
would try to make a point here
that he 1is dissatisfied with the
answer given by the Minister. 1
do not know if there 1is any point
in me reiterating what the
Minister told him in Question
Period. He simply said that the
pay for statutory holidays, quite
correctly, if a person is working
on rotating shifts receives pay
for so many statutory holidays,
and that there was no provision to
indicate that any person on
long-term disability, sick leave,
pension, or whatever the case may
be, would receive similar pay for
statutory holidays. These people
would receive their regqular salary
as -indicated din the Collective
Agreement, and that the extra
amount for statutory holidays -

(Inaudible).

Mr. Simms:

Mr . Baker: I am just telling you
what the Minister said to vyou.
The extra amount paid for
statutory holidays was 1in fact
paid in the past dincorrectly, and
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that there was no authority to do
so, and this was discovered by, I
believe, his Deputy Minister in
going through the Fire Department
and having a look at the operation
of the Fire Department. I believe
that is what he indicated to the
Opposition House Leader., The
Opposition House Leader -indicates
his satisfaction with the answer
and the fact that talks are now
underway between the Minister and
the firefighters, An arrangement
has been made to have meetings,
and that 1s precisely what he
asked in his question, would the
meetings be set up to discuss the
situation and so on, so obvuiously
everything has . been handled
totally to his satisfaction.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

The next answer to be debated is
from the Member for St. Mary's -
The Capes stating his
dissatisfaction with an answer
given to his gquestion on student
assistance by the Minister of
Education.

The Member for St. Mary's -~ The
Capes. '
Mr, Hearn: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
I am almost afraid to ask the
question hecause T was §0
intimidated by the answer I got
from the Minister of Employment
and Labour Relations, after I
asked a wvery mild and direct
question, to be personally
attacked. I know she did not mean
it, Mr. Speaker, because she was
smiling when she viciously
attacked me. My question 1is to
the Minister of Education, a
person I know is extremely
concerned aboutk the present
situation, so I presume I will get
a straight, factual non-political
answer from him, The Minister is




well aware that the present
situation as 1t relates to the
student assistants 1is causing a
tremendous amount of concern at
the local level. We have three
agencies who are directly
inveolved, the Government, the
Minister of Education, who dis
certainly responsible ultimately,
the President of Treasury Board
who handles the purse strings and
is 1in charge of negotiations on
behalf of Government, and the
school boards, so all these three
agencies play some part in
delivering whatever contract is
arranged with teachers, student
assistants, or whoever the case
might be, Then, of course, we
also have the union representing
the student assistants playing a
part. Somewhere 1in the total
exchange of dinformation, in the
exchange of dollar amounts, or in
the exchange of information, there

is a mix-up, and what is happening

is & number of students are not in
school today, nor were they there

vesterday, and may not be there
until the situation 1is resolved,.
These students are not only the

ones who are directly affected
because they have no one in to
care for them, 1in relation to
student assistance, and I am
speaking of the students who need
personalized aids in the schools.
I am talking about other students
who are not in school because the
bus drivers would not c¢ross the
picket lines, and consequently
returned the students te their
home,

Teday I had a call from some
parents who were extremely
concerned about the situation, who
fully realize that buses cannot
just stop 1in the wmiddle of the
road and let students off, and if
they are not going to proceed
through the picket line and into

the school vyard then they have no:
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alternative axcept to bring
children back home. But all they
are saying is look, we do not care
who is at fault, somebody or
everybody is at fault, and we have
two concerns, Concern No. i:
because of the mix up, wherever it
is, our students are not in
school, the handicapped children
are not receiving the attention
that they need. And secondly, the
regular students are prevented
from going to school because of
the complications that have
ensued. The other concern is what
kind of an example is this setting
to our children whereby it seems
that, you know, if you do not want
something well then everybody gets
out and vyells and shouts and
protests instead of trying to
arrive at a reasonable settlement
and getting the children back to
their classes.

So perhaps what I would 1like to

.do, I will stop a little bit early

to give the Minister a couple of
extra minutes, if the Minister
would, for the sake of
clarification, try to explain to
the House and to the public what
really the situation is at
present. I know it is a
complicated one. I fully
understand that, and we will give
the Minister all the time he needs
to try to clarify the situation
for the House.

Mr . Speaker: The hon. the
Minister of Education.

Dr. hNarren: Thank you, Mr .
Speaker, for the question. I am
pleased, in fact, +to respond. I
thought today I might have made a
Ministerial Statement on it, but I
did not because I knew discussions
were ongoing and I wanted to wait
until later. So I thank the hon,
Member for the question.




I would like to go back a 1little
bit and say that one of the first
initiatives that we took as a
Government was to institute the
current Student Assistant
Program, It was administered by
the Department of Social Services
previocusly. There had been a
committee established, perhaps by
my hon., friend, to review that.
That Committee recommended that
this program he transferred to
Education and with the support of
Social Services that was. done last
year and we put a substantial
amount of money into it.

But it was not long after that, of
course, when the student
assistants sought the approval for
collective bargaining and the
process began.

The second point I would like to
make is that we are concerned
about what 1is thappening din the
present time, A1l of want to
believe that equality of
educational opportunities is a
basic goal 1in our society, and
that people who need help are the
ones who should get it first and
these are people who are now being
mainstreamed and integrated dinto
the system and they should be in
school and we are troubled. As a
Minister I am troubled that they
are out of school. Because not
only as my hon. friend said, does
this set a bad example for all
students, but these people
themselves are saying, why me? I
have special problems. In the
past I was isolated and put into a
special school. Now at. least we
have many students in regular
schools and mainstreamed in
regular classes for many
activities,

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Dr. Warren: And these young
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people ask: why am I being treated
differently? Why, Mom, am I not
going to school today? And that
troubles the parents and it
troubles the Government and it
troubles me as the Minister of
Education. So I aim really

concerned ahout the dispute, and I
want to indicate where we are now
in it, as the question indicated.

I might say in the Memorandum of
Understanding of September 28,
1990, and this 1is complicated, as
the Member knows.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Dr. Warren: In the Memorandum of
Understanding signed September 28,
1990, 1t was agreed that student
assistants din the employ of the
employer prior to the date of
certification, will be rehired for
the 1990 - 1991 school year within
two weeks from the date of this
Memorandum of Agreement with the
same number of hours per week as
they worked prior to the
certification order, subject to
the following conditions. and
this 1is where the interpretation
of these conditions is causing the
dispute at the present time. They
will be rehired with the same
number of hours subject to Lhe
following conditions: One, the
needs of the student. Last year
some students needed five hours of
help a day; this year, because we
mainstreamed students, they may
only need three.  So if we do not
need a person for five hours it 1is
understandable that we might hire
some for three or tuwo. Perhaps
there are students who have left
the district. We found there were
some students there last year who
are now in another district.

The second condition wWas the




existence of students requiring
the service of - a student
assistant. They may have been
relocated, as we have said.

And thirdly, other good and just
cause reasons relating to
disciplinary action. There may be

some reason why a student 1is not
" there this year.

So there are some problems with
the interpretation of these
conditions. . In other words the
Government agreed to restate the
program, to bring the hours up to
what was done last year, subject
to these conditions, and we did
that. We provided an extra
$500,000 early in the year, after
it was all assessed, to bring it
up to last year's level. And 1in
fact we provided some extra money
to pay for the increase in the
wages that were negotiated this
year.,

So that has been the matter of
dispute. Now I am very pleased to
say that after late night meetings
last night and some discussions
today we are getting much closer.
In fact I was informed just a few
minutes age that there are only
thirty—-six of the 400 persons,
there are only thirty-six now,
which is a matter of some
discussion. And my officials and
Treasury Board have been meeting
today and they are having
discussions. All the others are
agreed. All the others hauve been
approved.

We have -

Why has it taken so

Dr., Warren: Mr . Speaker, the
discussions are ongoing, I do not
want to do anything that might in
any way jeopardize what 1is going
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on today. My hope is that
tomorrow morning -~ and I ask the
union to please come back and sit
down with us tomorrow, and try to
resolve the few that are left.
There are seventeen boards, where
all of them agree. In fact there
may be twenty boards this
afternoon out of the twenty-eight
boards where all the agreements
are accepted, Everybody 1is ready
to go back. But there are a few
boards where there may be a
problem of interpretation of these
special conditions.

Now I ask the union - I am not
blaming anybody - I am not blaming
the school boards, Treasury Board,
or the wunions. I am saying this
is a problem. Please let us, the
boards, the Treasury Board and the
union sit down tomorrow mérning,
so that Monday morning those young
people can go back to school with
their friends and their brothers
and sisters.

Ms Verge: Where you never put

them,

Dr. Warren: And I am optimistic

that that will bhappen, Mr., Speaker,

Mr. Speaker: It 1is moved and
seconded that this House do now
adjourn. Is it the pleasure of
the House to adopt the motion?
All those in favour, "aye". Those
agalnst, "nay".

Some Hon. Members: Nay.

L3

Mr. Speaker: Then the Chair has
no choice but to ask hon. Members
to join me this evening at 7:00

p.m.
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. The House resumed at 7:00 p.m.
i er: Motion oneg,
S|

On motion,

itself into Committee of

M,

that the House resolve
Lhe

Whole, Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Committee of the Whole

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

The hon. Opposition House Leader.

M~ Simms .
Chairman,

Thank you,

I wish ko have a Few words Lo say
debate,

As
matter of f{act I brought along a
material
q0

tonight 1in this historic
great and historic debate.

whole pile of referaence
to have a glance at as
through, - all kinds of
yes, Central Newfoundland.
was  looking ftor Lhe
Exploits to  see 1  his
numbher  or  his  nameg  1s  in
Central Telephone Book  hut
number is not there.

Mr. Chairman, I wanted to

we  are
colleagues on  Lhe fFront
over here or bthe back henches
wanl Lo participats as

tLhroughout Lhe evening. We
many, many  topics Lo
lot of problems

on [renall of the
NewFoundland and Labrador who
duly elected us Lo

Opposition, We will try our

and From ke Crown .
Govarnmanlt backbenchers of

perform their role very well
by silbing there and heing counlad
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Membher

address.
that we wish
Ly Lo get answers to particularly
people

perform
function and role as that of

Mr .

notes,

For:
phone
the
lisg

talk
about a nunber of topics obviously
because oF the wide ranging debate
permitted. Many of  my
benches
will
wall
have

Lo

ol
have
the

an
best
Lo geb answers Trom  Lhe Ministry
The
course
Lo

ALT

"have a few words

i a

as wvotes when the tiwme comes, by
interrupting, hackling, and they
do a marvelous job at it. Some of
them much better than others,

Mr.  Chairman, the first topic T
wankt to deal wikth 1is the Ltopic of
the process of dealing with
legisliation. I refer specifically
to the Legislative Review
Committee process. I wanted to
about Lhis new
Process,

An Hon, Member: (Inaudible) .

Right.

My, Simmns:

I am  quite
outset to

praparead that the

acknowledge Lhe
initiative by the Government by
brinaing in this process, very
pleased to acknowledge 1t. T am
strongly supportive of - the
process., In fack during my
leadership bid a couple ol years
back it was ong of the planks in
my particular program. .

An Hon, Member: What was that?

M, Simms: The dintroduction of
the legislabive review process Lo
allow particularly Mr, Chadrman,
private members of Lhe Legisiatures
a chance to have move dnpub  and
more involvement in e
legislative protess. 1 think it
marvelous idea, Fantaskis
initiative and 1T am  wvery, uery
pleasecd Uthat the Government  saw
it to do it. '

An Hon, Member: (Inaucdible).

_Simms: I will mention my
From St. John's Soulbh, I

balk ahout  my OWin briel
experience | on ane ofF Lhase
commitlens and I have nob had a
lob of occasions Lo participate,
but. 1 did o one  occasion, 1

repltaced  the Manber For 5t John's

(Evening)




‘Fast for a two week period I guess
or maybe a three or four week
period. During thal three or four
week period the committee I was
participating on was chaired by,
very ably by the way, by the
Member for St. John's South, I do
not mind saying publicly.

An Hon. Member: What?

Simms . Yes, wvery ably. We
had public Thearings 1in Labrador
and on the West Coast, in Central
Newfoundland, 1in Clarenville and
here 1in St. John's, dealing with
Lo significant plecas of
legislation that I presume are
coming Forward in this = Fall
sitting. One being the one I
think the Government House Leader
intends to call next, whenever it
is, tLthe Regicnal Services Board.
The other one of course being the
amendment. to Lhe Labour Relations
Act or the améndments to the old
B1ll 59, as we would all know it.
Those are going to be two very,
vary interesting,- hotly debated no
doubt, pieces of legislation.

serving on that Commnittee,
chairmanship of the
Membar Far St. John's South, I
must say :he process and the
opportunity thatbt we gave to the
public and to dinterest groups to
agppear akt public hearings and
EXPress their views on that
legislation, really made you Fael
good I Lhink as a wmember of the
Legislature. I really Felt good
about it quite frankly.
Regardless of what Lheir comments
were, even the Government Members
because it 1is after all Government
legislatiaon. Mos people that
would appear, quite frankly, had a
1ot of problems with the
legislation, both pieces af
legislation, But the Government
Members an the Comnitten in
particular held their cool and

Whilea
under the
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they did ot get upset  wilth
people, they gave Lhem the right
to say whatevar 1t was Lhalt they
wanted to say and get off their
chest. After all that is Lthe
purpose of the process and that is
why I think it was slch &
sticcessful process, The chairman,
as I say on the commit:tee that I
was involved in, certainly
restrained his partisanship for
the most part. Not always, nor
did I at all times, but For the
most part, we tried to question
the witnesses that appeared. The
reason I am making Lhe poinlt and
making such a big to-do aboul bhis
process, 1s that 1 am fearful now,
I have a real Fear thatl the
Government House [leader may try Lo
circumvent this process and might
try to take certain pieces of
legislation oul: of the hands of
the Commitlee and bring them
direcktly to the housa in  an
attempt to try to [~ am Lhe
legislation through.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudibie).

Precisely.

I have that fear. I admit and I
confFess thalk I have no concrele
evidence in this dnstance. I have
no concreke evidence and [ contass
Lo that, but 1 hear rumblings From
the 8th Floor of Confederation
Building right down Lo bthe Main
Floor of ConfFaderation Building
and right over to Lhe 5Lh and 4ih
Floors of the Wesk Wing in Lhe new
building. You can  lwagine wheore
they come  From. You knmnw  whars
they are coming {rom, and there
are rumblings that the Governmaent
House Leader might resort Lo his
dictatorial approach Lhat: M
showed last year, particularly on
a number of oc¢casions, and might
decide now that he is not going Lo
Lat Lhe Legislation Reu{ew
Commiltees and the privabe Menhers

No. 64n (Evening)




of the Legislature do their job.
He 13 not going to let Lhe public
have the right Lo appear  and
express their vlews. He .is going
to try to ram through and slip
through a pumber of pileces of
legislation in the House.

in Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Simms: The Government House
Leader asks me which pieces. I
mean, Mr. Chairman, I do not think
I would be foolhardy enough to
tell him which ones we are talking
about hecause that would only
invite hwim Lo do it. We will just
wait and see 1if there is any truth
to Lthe rumbling, that is. my whole
point, )

An_ Hon. Member: I thought vyour
office was down in the bhasement.

Mr, Simms: My office is not down
in  the bhasement, no not yet,
unless Lhe haon. Minister knows
something that 1 do not know. It
is quite possible. We are notk
quite sure where our offices are
going to be to be honest wilth you,
But I know where the Gouernment
oftices are going to be.

Anyway, Mr. Chairman, I wanted to
just say that at Lhe outset
because I hope thare 1is no truth
to Tthose rumblings, I hope Lthe
President  of Treasury Board, the
Govaernment House
up o the House and assure Members
af the House on baoth sides,
private Members who have played a
very wvital role din seeing the
legislation process, Lihe
legislation review Process,
proceed. I hope he can gebt up
here and pult  an end Lo those
rumbiings  and say, I can assure
you, I can assure Members of the
House - Lthat 1s what I would love
Lo hear him say 1t would be music
Lo my  ears -~ of Assembly that I
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Leader, can get

will not be using the dictatorial
approach that T used last year. I
will not be trying to 1 ain
legislation through but I, in
fact, dintend +to put through all
legislation reques ted by the
committees. That 1is the best way
to put it. If  the commiltiee
requests it well that 1is the way
that 1t should 9o, out to Llhe
committees.

There 1is nothing on the Order
Paper that I have seen, quite
frankly, nothing of an ssmergency
nature. There 1s nothing on the
Order Paper I can see that is of
an emergency nature which could
not be sent Lo committees except,
there are some housekeeping pieces
of legislation which we are very
much used to from this Governmendl
because that 1is all they have put
through, 1 guess, up until 4this
stage.

An_ Hon. Member: Thney might bhe
considering changes of departments
again, I suppose.

Mr., _Simms: Yes, lhey milght be
considering changes of dopartments
again, names and ail thakt stulr.
The housekeeping stultf 1T am notl
concerned about. I puk that out
to the President ol Council
because I know he 1s going to gel
up and speak in Lhvis debale
shortly, and he will perhaps Tike
to relay any fears there mighi be.

My, Chairman, a couple of oither
topics 1 wanted to Lalk about. £
wanted to  raise a coupie of
parochial issues Mrom &
constituency point of view about
Grand Falls and Grand Falls -
Windsor, sorry. Grand Falls -
Winsor. One thing [ will comment
an, of course, is Lthe amalgamatinn
process ., My [Friend, the Member
for Windsor - Buchans, and 1 have
had our dirferences on Lhis 1ssue

(Evening)




for the last 15 vyears but the
issue of amalgamation for the two
towns has been ongoing since 1970,
I suppose, so that 1is 20 vyears,
Quer the years we have Dbeen able
to, as 1t appears now at least,
work out our differences for the
most part. There are still some
items that I am not totally happy
with that the two towns agreed
upon recently when they agreed to
amalgamate. :

I felt there should have been a
longer term commitment from. the
Governmant for the capital
infrastructure Funding and I felt,
as does the Member for Exploits I
know -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible}).

Sa it does not matter
people think of the
think 1t
constituents

Mr. Simms:
what Lhe
area? I
what my
Chairman.

think, M™Mr.

Mr, Hewlett: Council has asked
the Board if they took place yet.

M Simms : i helieve the
constilbuents that I represenk do
matter, Yes, 1 say to the Manmber
for Exploitbs. They have expressed
to me their concerns about these
bwo particular items: Lhe lack of
a long Lerm commitment: on  the
capital infrastructurae upgrading
furnding and, of course, the lack
of a more positive commitment on
the water Ltreatment plant. That
is the one thing [ really am
hobhered ahout and would have
liked bto have sgan & more Firm
commitment .

I wae about Lo say, hefore the
Member for Exploits blew wup, that
I am sure he supports my opinion
in that regard and thal he would
like to sew a Filrmer cowmmitmenkt on
the walter Lreatmoenl plant because
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‘Irrespective of

matters a lot

I know he supports 1k, Me would’

like to see it done. I know he
does and that is what I was aboul
to say, so please do not get too
defansive,

those Lo
particular minor points, I
suppose, they are major points in
the minds of many, minor 1in some.
In the minds of some it i1s minor
and din the wminds of others 1t is
major. The Member for Windsor -
Buchans and 1 have agreecd to put
aside our differences now and work
towards the positive amalgamation
of Ethe two comiunities invaolvoed
and the two communities
reprasented. e had an
interesting, din fact, we tLalked
about 1t quite frequently, it is
only tonight the Member for
Windsor - Buchans and I had a
conversation about amalgamatiaon.
One of the issues he and I
discussed - 1 LCLhought I wmight Dbe
able to encourage hrim bo
participate in | the dehate. -
tonight a Way to allay the
concerns and. fears of those people
out in Grand Falls and Windsor who
did not like the idea of
amalgamation because Lhey Fall
they might Jose the ddentity fo
the communities. Fhe names, For
axample, of the comnunities, a Tnt
peaple did nobt want to lose Lhe
name Grand Falls, a Lot of people
did nok wanlk Lo lose Lthe nane
Windsor.,

The new council, 1. presume and 1
understand, will likely be charged
with Lhe Fesponsibhilily o f

identifying a new name perhaps for -

the new town. For Lthe moment it
is Grand fFalls - Windsor.
An Hon, Member: Central City.
So regardless of what
Nnew name might be, 1 Lthe nasw
name 15 somelhing other than Grand
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Falls - Windsor, 41if 4t happens to
e the City of Exploits as some
‘People have thrown in or whatever,
the Member For Windsor - Buchans
suggested and I agree with him
whole~heartedly, a way to allay
the fears of those people who are

afraid of losing ddentity as a-

community is to keep the electoral
districts named in the same manner
as they are pnamed now. Boundaries
would be the same, the City of
Exploits, but there would be a
Grand Falls Member, Grand Falls
District, because you can call a
constituency - by any name you
wish, It does not really matter.
You could call it Grand Falls and
you could call it Windsor -
Buchans, the same as it is now. I
think that would help allay some
of the fears people might have.

An Hon. Member: What district?

Mr. . Simms:  Well, now there is
anotheyr inleresting, 1 WaS
wondering if the Government House
Leader would be prepared to Loss
out that suggestion. It has come
up in the past.

Mr. Chairman, you know that there
have been some newspaper stories
speculating abhout whether or not 1
Wag going Lo stay around in
politics, I said publicly 1 have
given consideration to my future
in politics From time to time, as
I presume everybody does, I have
cmade no final decision on what 1
ain going to do bul if khere 13 one
thing that might force me, as Mr.
Sinallwood used to say, 1 do not
want the district teo fall into the
wrong  hands. If  there 1s one
thing +that might force me to run
again would be 1f the Government
brought din  Jegislation to amend
Lhe electorial boundaries so Lhat
Grand Falls - Windsor, the towns,
becane One constiltuency and
particularly 106 my fFriend from
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AN _Hon, Member:

Windsaor was going Lo be the
candidate in that particular new
constituency, T wmight be -

(Inaucible) .

An Hon. Member:

Mr. Simms: I say to the Minister
of Development, he better nobt be
too cockie about that, I would
say 1f you quickly turn around and
whisper to the Minister of
Forestry and Development he might
say, 'Keep it down Chuck. Keep it
down. Don't go pushing him.'
Anyway, M-, Chairman, I would be
quite prepared. I belicue [ would
get a significant Jlarger majority
than the Member for Sk. Barbe gol
in the last elesction in Ffact 4f
there was some kind of a runolf in
Grand Falls - Windsor,

Nevertheless, I am pleased that
tLhe process has virtually baan
completed, and one significant
thing that has evolued from all af
this and I want Lo pouint it out on
behallf of my Friend CFrom Windsor
Buchans and I, we are very proud
of this fact, everybody 1is aware
of 1it, there arce 31 candidates
seeking office for Lhe Municipol
Council of Grand Falls - Windsor.
Thirty—-one, seven For mayor, and
the remaining running for eilher
ward or at large. hirlLy-one
candidates, SRYEN oy mayor.
Thirty-one candidates.

{Inaudible)

Mr. Simins:  Well [ would nolt be
prepared Lo make any predicbion at
this point 4n time bul I suspecl,
wilh sepuen cancidates running,
anything could happen. Bulk we
will see what happens. May Lthe
boast person  win, andl the best
person 1s bthe hest person oy the
lLown . That is whal 14 mnas bk
important,

e hauve candicales
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running. In big St. John's, a
gigantic c¢citkty in Newfoundland -
how much larger, seven or eight
times larger than Grand Falls -
Windsor, which =~ now has a
population of 16,000 or
thereabouts - 1in St. John's with
100,000 odd people they have, I
understand from the Member for 5t.
John's West, the Minister of
Energy who 1is an expert on these
matters, Ltells me {Lhat there are
29 candidates anly running in the
City of 5t. John's. Now he may
not be totally accurate but I am
sure somawhare in that area.
Twenty-nine candidates in the
whole of bthe City of St. John's
running for office and 1in Grand
Falls - Windsor, the new Toun of
Grand Falls - Windsor because of
the interest in amalgamation
because of the exciting times over
the next Few years 1in particular
in mouing that nel community
forward, there are 31 candidates
Funning for office. I think that
all ol those who af Fered
themselves  for office should be
commended . I only hope that the
public, the people, and the voters
in  those Lwo towns get out on
election day November 13 and vote
Fer  Lbhe person of {their choice.
It is very important. = These
people have ofFfersd themselves and
for the future of that Town it is
vary important,

An Hon. Member: ([naudible).

Mr . Si I beq your pardon.

{(Inaudible) .

An Hen. Member:

Mr. Simns: Sure, Lhe Government
House rader  wenlt  din  the right
diraction an that particular
aralgamation without doubt and it
i soine Living that I sUuppor led

before Lhat. I oeuentually came’

around  to  heing a fFairly sbtrong
supporter, 1 Lhink, ol
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amalgamation. I was not always. I
do not mind saying. Fhe  Membar
for Windsor - Buchans can tell
you, I was not always supportive
of it bhut T certainly was in
recent years, In fact, Lhe
Government House Leader will
recall that, as a Government, we
made a commitment Lo tTthe touwns,
and Lhe Town of Windsor in
patrticular, for capital
infrastructure Funding af 412
million over a five year period
and Cthat was meant Lo  be the
catalyst Lo get an with Lhe
amalgamation question ol Girand
Falls and Windsor.

Yes, the Government has moved in
the right direction, I believe. [
support it now. 1 do wish, as 1
sald with the two  exceptions,
there was a further commitment on
those other two items. I will not
repeat them again, the hon. Meémber
knows whatlt I am talking aboul.

Mr . Speaker, [.said at lLhe oubksetb
1 wanted to tallk about nle
parochial issues. Mmnalgamation
was ane.

Well, if my time is up, I will sit
down  and I will gel up again
another time . That is ne
problem. I have no big Foear of
standing up again a second Lime.

The second 1ten I wanted Lo Lalk
about, and maybe Lhe Minislker of
Foreslry could - I soe him making
nokes khere pow, so [ have a Funiy -
feeling he ds going Lo get up and
atback me For ny role. Ol you
are not going to speak.

I will give you another 1¢sue and
mayhe. you would like Lo gel up
because 1T would like Lo hear what
your cowmments are, quite Frankly.
I am Lalking aboul Abibibi-Price.
'he Mindister would be aware, and
mayvbe olbher Ministers are aware
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and maybe they are not aware, but
Lhe Ceneral Manager of
Abitibi~-Price has recently spoken
publicly oulb there to a service
club and 4in his speech' I think he
made reference to continuing

restructuring that 1s going on at

the Abitibi-Price
Newfoundland.

operation in

Specifically, I am interested in
what 1s going on at tLthe Grand
Falls mill. The last time there
was restructuring at Abitibi-Price
on December 18, 1989 +the Premier
announced in Lhe House Lhe
closedown of one of Lthe paper
machines. That was the last time
there was a restructure.

The General Manager says they are
st11l going through restructuring,
making restructuring changes, and
that the mill itself now 1is going
to  come under a new internal
division of Abitibi's corporate
organization in Canada. They have
to operate as a Dbusiness team,
naturally. - They are going to have
Lo prove themselues over the
course of Uthe next 1ittle while,
Lhea nexk’ couple of YEAars,
probably, or whenever.

My question is to the Minister of
Forestry and Agriculturs and what
I would 1dike him teo comment on s,
does Lthis concern about - because
there 1dis still concern about the
Foture, obuiously, i they are
saying the companies mu s he
profFitable and 1F they do nol o
1t wilthin a period of Lime, 1in the
next Lo or three years or
whatever the period of time might
he, then one has to speculate
that, presumably, they will not be
there. Presumably, that 1is what
they are saying.

I wonder whare Lhal puts the
comnitment given by Lthe company
&rid announead Formally in the
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House on 18th of December of Jlast
year by Lthe Premler when ho made
the statement about the hydiro
development? That 1s really my
guestion, Because ‘that is & multi
million dollar project as the
Minister knows, 1if the company 1is
restructuring, it the company is
talking about the mill 4in Grand
Falls paying its own way and so
on, and they are going to be given
a certain amount of time to prove
themselues, then you have to
assume that 1f that does not
happen, then maybe the hydro
project 1is 1n some jeopardy. fhat
is what I would like the Minister
to tell me, 1if he has had any
current or recent word from
anybody at Abitibi-Price or has he
talked to anybody T raom
Abitibi~Price? I understand they
have a new Vice-President now, ¥
gather Mr. Vatcher has moved on.
There 1is somebody else new, 1
have not met the gentleman.

There would be some concern
because that was held out on 18th
of December of last year when Lhe
Premier's statement was a il of
positive news associabed with the
very negative news of losing a
caouple of hundred Gobs because of
the No. 6 close down, 1 think he
indicated there would bhe an
environmental assassment Procaess
For projeckt and [ galbher LUhat s
st1i1l  bheing proceeded with  buot
consktruction of LUthe projocct Lhen
wis  supposed to begin somebtime 1
am not sure 1f¥ 4t was lakae this
year or early nexl year. Maybe
Lhe Minlister can refresh mny
Mmemory . The start up date of ULhe
construction of the project. L
forget what he said. It was going
to be an RIS For the Hydro projact

An Hon., Member: (Inaudible).

Abikibi, Lhe Prenier
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mentioned in {the statement tLhe
18th of Decembear. He then said
Lhe start up date for construction
was going to be sometime afler the
EIS process had been completed.

I would 1like to know from the
Minister if he does have any
information? If he does not I
would Jjust simply suggest that
mayba it might be a good idea for
him to contact him and have & good
discussion with him if he does not
have any feel for 1it, because I
would he interested in knowing far
one and I am sure the people of
Grand Falls «~ Windsor would be
extremely interested in knowing as
well whether or not the commnitment
is still there to proceed with the
Hydro project.. Because while it
is good for Abitibi-Price it
ohviously in a short-term, for a
period of time a year and a half
or two years, or how ever long the
construction will be, would be
good For the economy of Lhe arca
because of some jobs that would be
generated and so on for that
couple of years. '

M. Chatirman, I -think I will Jjust
conclude my remarks for ihe maoment
and see if anybody else on the
otther side 1¢ going to gelk up and
have any comments. 1f not, T know
Lhat many of my colleaques on this
side are chomping at the bit and
anxious Lo gel up and ask Lthe
Government ahout more details,
provide more dekalle on bthe major
issurs of the day, Lhe cuts
proposed by the Governmenk, Lhe
freeze, and all those kinds of
Lhings. I got some information on
that which I  will pursue and
address some time over Lhe course
of this debate within the next two
or threa weeks ar whatever,
months, whatever. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Mr Chairman: Mha Mon. Lhe
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Minister of Foresbtry

Agriculture.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr Flight: Thanlk you, M.
Chairman. We have Jjust witnessed
the equal of the conversional fall
on the way to the Damascus.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, heari

Mr. Flight: The hon. Member for
Grand Falls gets up, Mr. Speaker,
and wants to get an Lhe
bhandwagon. The tone will be nice
but the facts will be right as
well, Mr. Speaker, for at least
15  years, the hon. Member gol
elected in 1979 first time I think,

" An Hon. Member: 1879.

Mr. Flight: Nineteen hundred’ and
saventy-nine. Mr.  Speakar, @mostl
of  the people in Grand Falls
Windsor FfFar khe first Len of Lhose
years, wondered if indeed he could
really pronounca Lhe wolrd
amalgamation. Nobody Was sure
thalt he could pronounce Lhe word
amalgamation. As & meat bar o
fact, one of Lhe wmost interesting
statements he made and would of
been within the past year since we
became Government was, Lhe media
questioned him on his thoughlks on
amalgamation and why he has nrot
bean mnor e inuvolued in the
RroOCEess . 1 think +the dinlerview
was 1in Lhe Grand Falls Advertisar,
and his response was: 'Well 406 s
not really an dissus, nope o ny
constituents ever lalk Lo me aboul
it, it is never raised wilth me so
therefore it is not an issue.'

Mr. Simms: That was five yeurs
ago.,

Mr. Flight: No, 1L would not have

been five years ago. Well even i
it was five years ago Lhe Palisor

(Evening)




Report came in in the early 1970s,

Mr. Simms: Yes, but nabody was
talking to me about 4it, nobody
asked me about it.

Mr. Flight: Mr ., Speaker, he 1is
welcome now to get on the
bandwagon. We all know why, Mr.
Speaker, the hon. Member suddenly
believes that the amalgamation 1is
- Mr., Speaker, he is known as the
weather vane, his ear 1is close to
the ground in his constituency and
he knew what the people of Grand
Falls have been saying this past
year and how they resented people
being critical of amalgamation,.
He knew  his constituency  was
finally saying, 'Look never mind
the conditions, never mind the $12
million, it 1is right to do so let
us do it.'

Now Mr. Speaker, I might tell the
Mamber 1t 1dis too bad he missed the
Function in Grand Falls the other
night. The hon. Minister of
Justice so  kindly asked ne to
represent him at a certain
function.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Ms. .. \Verge: I did  not  get
acquainted with that either.

Mr. Flight: No. The hon. Member
for Corner Brook, the finest
Member Corner  Brook sver had, I
might say Mr . Speakar, @uar
representing any  constituency  in
the City of Corner Brook. Kindiy,
Mr. Speaker and considerately, bhe
finest member that BpuUGr
represented Corner Brook.
Certainly of the current crop.

An Hon., Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Dicks:

Thank you.

Mr. . Flight:  Now, Mr.  Speaker,
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this is serious stuff, As I said
the Minister of Justice, kindly
and considerately asked me 1F T
would stand in For frdm Lo
ofticially open a building in the
new town, in the Town of Grand
Falls — Windsor. Mr. Speaker, the
irony suddenly dawned on me as 1
was: sitting there waiting with all
the Supreme Court Judges and the
Provincial Court Judges behind
me. It suddenly dawned on me that
for 15 years I have sakt over on
the opposite benches and 1 had
begged on my knees For the
Governmant to o somelthing 1
Windsor, that I mignt have Lhe
privilege of opening a bDuilding
one day 1in Windsor.

The construcktion of such a
building would have provided some
economic benefiks for Windsor,
would helped increase Windsor's
tax base and would help offset
some of the businesses thal had
lelft Windsor because of Lhe
atmosphere fostered by the hon
Member For Grand Falls For tan
years, Lo and behold I  found
myselfF opening a new courlt house,
Mr. Speaker the hon. Member did
nolt even have the dinkerest Lo cone
to Crand Falls and take parbt in
the opening of that building.

Ms. Verge: (Inaudible)

My, Simms : I got the dwnuvitalion
(inaudible) morning.

Mr, Flight: e taclt 1 he was
not  there. M, Speaker, aleer
working and begaing practically Lo
have a buillding open in Windsor, 1
finally found mysellf opaening a
building in Windsor one and one
half years after LUhis Government
took office.

fn Hon. Member:
ko do.

You had nothing

(FEvening)




Mr . Flightf It 1is now part of
Windsor, the plague says. It is
wrikbten on Lthe plaque.

Some Hon. Members: Hear! Hear!

Mr. Flight: It: is what is going
to be on the plague that is going
to count hon . Member  for
Placentia. Never mind who had
what to do. As the people from
Grand Falls -~ Windsor walk in and
My constituents from Buchans,
Badger and the odd straggler from
Placentia Fast qoes in the
inscription will read opened by
the han., Graham Flight.

MHear'! Hear!

Some Hon. Members:

Mr. Flight: No mention, Mr
Speaker, - even the Chief Justice
cauld not get it din the record
that there was anything .~

-y

imms :

Oh yes he did,.

Mr. Flight: He said it but I did
not see it in the record
anywhere. There was no reference
made ko it. Fhe plague will read
opencd by Lhe hon. Graham Flight
rapresenting Lhe Ministar ot
Justice - who was 1n  his own
disktrict doing very important
business {that we have heard so
much about - and the Minister of
Works, Services . and
Transportation, Lhe hon . David
Gilbert. That 1s how the plague
is qoing Lo read.

Mr. Tobin: Justire would nob be
doene  ta  Lthat plague unless your
picture was on it.

Mr . Flight: Nothing on that
plagque - saying that the present
Member for Grand Falls would euven
consider building thal particular
building in Windsor  where it
should have gone, nothing about
tthe efforts he pul into 1k, only
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opened by the Hon. Graham Flight.

Member: (Inaudibhle)
Windsor in ten years. Tell us
about the fairness of balance.
Tell us about the Ffairness in
balance when they were in power.

AN Hon.

Mr . Tobin: Graham, is your
picture out there on the plague?

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Flight: Now Mr. Speaker, 1
must for a second, deal wilth the
second aspect of the hon. Maember's
speech. Tk has to do wikh
Abitibi-Price and Lhe
restructuring. As you will know,
the first restructuring took place
whan number six was shut down Lwo
hundred and forty-three Lo 247
people lost their jobs. Tha great
bulk of  them, thanks to the
intervention of this Governmank
and our working with the undion and
with Lthe Company., arranged most of
that group would leave the worl
force with a good caverance
package, a pension plan Lhatl
allowed them Lo live with dignity,
and without having any real necd
to re-enter Lhe work Iloarce. £
mist  say, Mr. Speaker, both the
Company and the unmion indicated an
appreciation for the role e
Governmenl: of Nawfoundland playad
and the wvarious ministers dnvolved
playved +4in helping Lo hring aboutl
that restructuring and Lhose
arrangements.

But the Member is right, in reventl
times there - has hean anaolkher
restructuring and this time 1t is
not: Lhe restrucburing 1in Grand
Falls. It 1s a restructuring of
Abitibi-Price, the corporate
hody . The mills din Newfoundland,
in Grand Falls arl in
Stephenville, and a will, as Lhe
Memnber will know in Scotland has
heen designated as a unit.
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The Membher 1is riaght. There have
bean some grealt problems 1in  the
mill in Grand Falls, These Jlast
twe vyears and certainly this last
year, the mill in Grand Falls has
been losing money up to a certain
point, that d4is public knowledge.
The Jlocal management indicates the
amount they have been losing per
month and anyone would know that
cannot qo on. It can only go on
so long. The Company 1is aware of
it and, of course, the union 1s
aware of 1it, The encouragement
the Company has given 1is to simply
say that there will be -~ obuiously
this cannot go on forever - and it
is hoped that over the pext two or
three years, the productivity and
the cost-effectiveness of the
labour © force, and of " the mill
itself, will be such that the mill
will turn around its operation,
and will indeed show a profit, or
at least stop losing wmoney at the
rate that it has been losing money.

I think they are. confident, as I
am confident, that the work force
in the mill will dindeed rise to
the occasion and the Company will
continue Lo spend Lhe kind of
money on remodernization that will
make 1t possible for that mill to
turnaround so  there will be no
question about its Future, I
agree with the hon. Member that if
this continues, 1f Lhe situation
e have had the past until
midsummer, fTor a Jlong period of
time who knows what would happen.
The mill has been losing money at
a rate of c¢lose to $1 million per
month, It would be Feoolhardy to
think that would go on forever, I
accepl senior management's
position that they have
restructured Lhe managemant of
that mill anc the mills in
NewFoundland wil L Q view. Lo
allowing Lhem to burn things
around, agiving thom the time and
taking advantage of Lhe

L1 Oclober 25, 1990 Unl XLIE

modernization +that they will do
and giving the work force btime ko
readjust under the net labor
managgment agreemeants.

Mr. Speaker, I find the people 1in
Grand Falls, the  company, the
officials, the employees are
confident they will indeed
accomplish what has to he
accomplished and the mill will
continue to make first class
paper, will continue to [ e
competitive, and will continue 1in
the long run to provide the kind
of economic benefits to  Grand
Falls +that Grand Ffalls - Wincdsor
has provided since il was first
established.

IWith regards to the hydro

development, I might tell the hon.
Member for Grand Falls, he would
be dinterested in this, when I was
first notified of Lthe
restructuring -~ I might tell the
hon., Member 1 was nobified belore
the local company management held
a press conference or notified the
union or notified anyone else, out
of courtesy the manadement
notified me about bive
restructuring, Answered any
questions [ had and addressed any
concerns. - I put it Lo that local
management, T sald look Lhis past
20 years any member of Lhe House
of Assembly or anyone who wantod
to talk about Grand Falls was tolid
do nob bhother Lo talk Lo the local
management. of Grand Falls. It ds
okay Lo go see them bub Lhey are
simply caretakers Lhere, They do
noelt know what 1s going on because
decisions are made in  loronko.
That dis the way 1t was and the
Member knows that,

There was a lfeeling Lhat
regardless of Lhe problem 1f you
wanled to get to Lhe boltom of it
you could not always wcceplt  the
advice ar information given by Lhe
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local management, although it was
given in honesty. The feeling in
Grand Falls was that they were
simply running the mill. They were
not part of Lthe decision making
process in regards ko the
iong-term outlook of the mill and
whether or not there was going to
he modernization. When monies

were involved or major changes
involued in order for the Minister
of the day or anyone else to
determine the exact situation they
would have to go to Taronto.

fhme local management agreed and
admitted they were aware that was
Lthe TFeeling not necessarily the
facts, but the feeling laocal
residant management was not making
management declsions but they were
made 1in Toronto. They said, Mr.
Minister, if you wanted to get to
the bottom of what 1s happening
here you will have to go to
Torontko,

I accepted- in good faith what they

said to me and 1 said now tell me
something when I wankt to have
infarmation on  the Grand Falls
i L1 Ewo monbkhs afkter this
restructuring, will 7T still have
Lo yo to Toronte as I did? e
answer unequivocally was no. We
will mak e Lhe management
decision. Now, obhuiously 1
suppose if Abitibi-Price decides
they are going to spend $300 or
$ 400 hundred million Lhen the
board of directors will make that
decision, but khe svaryday -

Mr. Simms: Or if they decided not
o procaad wilkh the hydro
development. .

My, Flight: Or 4if they decided
not to proceed not wikh Uhe hydro,
yas. :

What 1s dinteresting also though I
wowld Lell the Member 1s prior Lo
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this restructuring, Mr . Vatcher
and head of fice peoplea wera
responsible ror the hydro
development in the sense as if [
wanted to get up~to-date
information I probably would have
to telephone Toronto or go Lo
Toronto. Nouw, the local
management, M- Collez .and he
deals as e says. There is
another vice-president 1in charge
of this particular unit and Lhe
decisions on the hydro development
and the rest. Commitment 1is there
financially. As  far as 1 can
understand, up to a manth ago
there was no change 1in Abitibi's
intention of continuing on with
the bhydro plant. They are into
the environmental process. Thaey
have hired and retained and spent
a lobt of money, I might tell the
hon. Member, an consulting
companies who have idenkified a
joint partner, because il 1s going
Lo be a joint parlkner operabion.
They are proceceding {ull spoed
ahead. :

I asked Mr. Collez exackly what is¢
the situation with the hydreo plant
right now. Generally, he Lold me
what I pointed out Lo Lhe hon.
Mainbear There was a commiblmant
there - this was days aflter 1 was
aduised thalk Lhe restructuring had
taken place. His position was -
that anytime 1in LUhe next woeck opr
Lwo or three, which would bhe about
O, thal he would aduiso e
exactly what the stalus of Lhe
plant 1is.

T would say to the Member, unless
he is aware ofF somelbhing khatt [ am
not aware of, the last
conversation I had relative Lo -the
hydro plant was within the month,

An Hon. Membeﬁ: (Inaudible) .

Mr.  Flight: NO [ do ntol
rramembiar . They were  going {ull

No. 64A (Fovening)
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speed ahead, they wanted to get
Lhe environmental studies behind
them. Their position was  that
while the environmental studies
were being done, the engineering
work would be done and assuming no
problems with the environmental
impact studies, they would be
starting construction right away.

I do not want to be nailed to a
specific date, but we would assume
that 1if the cowmmitment was made,
if there was no problem with the
environmental study, they would
mouve into construction of the
plant,

Mr. . Simms: As far as you know,
they are going to be praceeding.

_Flight: Yes, as far as I know
right now. And within the next
week or two I will have abitibi
confFirm that and if there 1% a
major change I think it would be
incumbent on me to aduise -

M, Simms : (Inaudible) be 50
forthcoming. What about the new
electoral riding of Grand Falls -
Windsor, will you run?

Mr, Flight Now, Mr. Chairman, T -

never believed that the hon .,
Memoar was 50 nervous in his
district,

An _Hon. Member:

More nervous naw!

Mr...blight More nervaus now. He
wanted to indicate Mr. Chairman,

I get a lot of questions +in Grand
Falls asking about Lthe district,
will Grand Falls and Windsor be
one ¢istrict? Most people will be
saying I hope it 1s, we will get
rid of you know who,

I koee belling them, Mr. Chairman,
there 1s no relevancy in Lhe
amalgamation ol Grand Falls -
Wincsor wil Lh regards Lo Lhe
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electoral districts. 1 point out
that there are sguen or eight
members in  St.  John's and the
electoral boundaries go down owver
rooftops and in around streets, so
no difference, However, sQme
people try to figure it out, but
they have started to accept 1it.

Now, tonight was the first time
though I heard the Member Jlooking
for a way out of any possible
realignment so0o that indeed Grand
Falls Windsor may be one electoral
districtk. He pointed out, Mr.
Chaivrman, that the name Crand
Falls is  so  important to e
people of Grand Falls that one way
to make sure that they do not lose
that identity 4o keep Grand Falls,
is to make sure that the Lown of
Grand Falls, that little
community, one town, Mr. Chairman

What have vyou gqot
against the people of Grand Falls?

Mr. Flight: That .one Lown would
continue as an eleckoral district
known as Grand Falls. And  that
way of course, Lihe name of Grand
Falls would always be associaled
with 1t I have no problen wilkh
it The only thing - there was a
point of order. I have no problaenm
with that., I have no problem witlh
Windsor - RBuchans.

M. Simms: Mr. Chairman, on  a
point of order. I have a problam
with it Unless the hon., Minisler.
will Jjust yield or something. fhe
Minister Just s @l Yo e e
surprised because you heard e
trying to find & way out of
running against him in a new Grand
Falls - Windsor electoral riding.

Mr. flight: That dis the way
read 4.

Mr. Simms: And  the way Lo do it

Na. 64A (Evening)
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was to keep the names Grand Falls
and Windsor.

Now that is theée point
of order.

Mr. Simms: Mr. Chairman, I would
like the Minister to admit when he
stands that, din fact, it was he
who suggested that to me just
before ©the House opened. I did
not suggest it at all.

Mr . Chairman: Order please!l
Order please!

There is no point of order.

The hon. the Minister of Forestry
and Agriculture. °

Flight: I simply suggested to
him, Mr. Speaker, because there is
some confusiaon we will retain the
name of the electoral district.

Mr. Simms: Oh, so you suggested
it. Not me at all.

Mr. Flight: Bult what surprised me
was when he jumped on it as a way
oFf saying, one way to make sure

that Grand Falls is always
associated with the presenlt town
of Grang Falls 1is to retain the
electoral district. Rut Mr .
Chairman, I have to say to him
though " that if the Premier, in his
wisdom were to dacide to change,
docide to have redistribution -

Mp,  Simms: I might have Lo run
again, I might be fdirst.

Mr. _Flight: Mr.  Speaker, you
would have to remember Lthat
Buchans, Millertown, Badger and
Buchans Junction would have ko
stay & part of that.

Mr. Simms: What was your majority
lastk time?
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Mr._ Simms:

Mr. Flight:
there was the time before.
Mr. Simms: Yes but whalt was it?

Some Hon. Members: Hear! Hear!

Mr. Flight: More than 41 and it
did not take the University ko gel
me in the morning after.

Mr. Simms: So  what was your
majority?
Mr. Flight: If the Member in the
ealection of -

Mr. Simms: The majority "was 100
in the district.

Mr. Tobin: What was vyours in
19797

Mine was 1,700,
Seven hundred.

Mr., Tobin: Yes. In 19827.

L Flight:  Minus 84,

Mr, Speaker, I would rewind ihe
hon. Member for Grand Falls thalb L
never euar wenl Lo bed having
conceded the election and woks up
Lhe next morning and have someone
tell me I won.

Se as a matter of [act
you weni: Lo bed losing Fhe
election and woke up Lhe next
morning and still lost.

. Flight: I wenk Lo bed knowing
wort the election, Mr. Speaker.
I never went to bed thinking 1 had
lost the election.

Mr.
I

Yes you did, in 1982.

M. Flight: Al ter he gol a pink
slip From Ekhe University kelling
all the students din  Undiversity

(Evening)
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that he had won by 41 votes
because he had gotten 120
something votes out of a potential
130 votes in the wuniversity, and
he knows why. The jobs in certain
parts of my district paid the
price, Mr. Speaker.

Tobin: Where were you to from
19857 ’

We are

majorities .here now,

talkinag ahbout
You be quite.

Some Hon., Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Flight: The anly menber, Mr,
Speaker, in ny memory and 1 got
elected fFirst 4in 1975 - T was a
student of polikics prior to that
- that I ever knew that lost an
election in his own district -

M. S+imms: You lost one in 1982,
What are you talking about?

Mr. Fliaht: He dost one 1in his
own district, Mr. Speaker and then
won 1t, but sat in the House after
he lost 1t. I did not sit in the
House after 1 lost it.

Mr. .. Simms: No . That 1is right.
i

You did not.
Mr. Flight: No wonder the Member
did not speak. The first Session
passed and he had not spoken.

Mr Tobin: Yaou (inaudible)
because you remgmbered that phone
call 50 years ago.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. fliaght: I also remember, Mr.
Chairman, the hon . Member for
Placentia.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

My, Chailrman: Order

order please.

please,

Yol XULJ
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Mr. Speaker.

Mr, Flight: I also remember the
hon. Member for Placentia during a
certain election being on & bus
with the Premier. Ffhe hus  was
travelling down the road towards
his district and the Premier
says: "My, Jlook at that crowd
there," he said to Lhe Member.
"ah," the Member for Placentia
said, "Premier, they are here to
meet you", The Premier opened the
door and they almost eat him. it
was & mob waiting.

Hear, hear!

Some Hon., Members:

Mr, Flight: A mob, Mr. Spealker,
waiting to attack the Premizr and
he did not know the difference,
T will tell you -

An Hon. Mermber They almost

tipped ocver the bus,

Mr. Flight: Almost tipped over
the bus with the Prewier 1in 1t
Now Mr, Speaker, T will Lell you,
he should stop talking about
memories—

Mr | Chairmanf Order, pleasg!

Mr. . Flight: We all have long
memorlies Mr., Spealker.
please!

Mr. Chairman: Order,

Mr. Flight: We  all  hawve  lung
memories.  The Membeyr [or  whal is
his mname, Burin Placantia, you
could not miss thalb phisog oun TV,
the look on Lhe Face Mr. Spaakoer,
It was & shock. Was it (9797 In
1985, Mr. Speaker, Lhe prozperibty
crusade . .

Now, Mr. Speaker, we could get
into S OIMNe interesking thimgs
here. I think T will sit back now
Mr. Speaker For a winuke and we
will scve if Lhere 1w anymore
enltightening cownents coming Frow
the hon. Member {or Grand talls or

(Ewening)




the hon. Member for Burin East or
the Maember  for Springdale or
Corner Brook. s

‘Some_Hon. Members : (Inaudible)

Ms  Uerge: pid we get any
enlightenment about the newsprint
industry in his speech?

M, Flight: There was no
intention to get to it, there was
no -intention to enlighten the hon.
Member about the newsprint. 1
might tell the hon. Member though

I know the Linerboard
Mill is closed. I know that.

Mr. Flight: Do you know that for

sure?

An_Hon. Membher: (Inaudible).

Mr. Flight: Is that right? Where
did you find that out, Lhe meeting
in Corner Brook a couple of nights
ago?  PRid you get that infFformation
at the meeting in Corner Brook?

While I am on o omy Feet, Mr .
Chairman, 1 am amazed at e
patience of Lhe Minister of
Justice, the hon. Member for
Carner Brook, fFor whai he has had
to  listened to  over the last
couple ofF days. I fFealt like
tugging aon the slecve of his coat
and saying, Mr. Minister For the
best part of 15 years 1 sat aver
Lhere and T was not allowed to go
to a meeting in or oulbl of my
district Chat was attended by a
minister. I have the proof of
it. People now who are sithing in
the Same committees attending
meetings with me or wibkth Lhe hon.
Minister said 1 was present six
years ago at a meeting.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).
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Mr., Flight: They are still in
leadership roles 1in  Lkhe various
areas . I was sitting in a room
when I was told by the Minister -

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Flight: or the Minister's Ea,
or the Deputy Minister not include
the member from the Qpposition in
that meeting. What kind of a gall
has the member Ffor - she thinks
she got creditability in standing
up and arguing that. What kind of
gall does the Member for Humber
East have to try {o convince so0
piously say that he was barred outl
of Y meeting and e the
democratic system was baing
abused. Well she knew, she took
part, she cooperated and supporled
every member of the Opposition,
since she was a minister, bheing
kept oul of meetings with all {Lhe
ministers, Whether it lAa s in
their district or on their
business, she should be ashamed of
herself. .

Mr. Chairman: Order, plrase! The
han.  Member for Burin - Placentia
West .

{Inaudibla) ™Member's
what  he s
Never, M-,
e g in
gquards  and

Mr. . Tobin:
time ds right but
saying is nobk right,
Speaker, when LA
Governmenk did  we  arm
pult them on the door.
Mr . Chairman: Order, plensel
There is no point of order.

Fhe hon, the Minister For Foreslrey
and Agriculture.

Mr . Flight: ~ Thank you My,
Speaker. Since T am nolb going Lo
be provoked anymore 1 will Lake my
seat.

Chairman:
For Kilbride,

The hon. Lhe Memnber

(Evening)




Some Hon. Members. Hear, hear!

Mr. R. fAylward: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. First of all, I want to
congratulate the hon, Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture for a
very entertaining speech, It 1is
the best I have heard him do in
this Assembly since he has been
here, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr R. Aylward: There was no
substance. to it, Mr. Speaker, but
it certainly was entertaining,

Some Hon., Members: Hear, hear!

Mr R. fylward: It was very
entertaining, Mr. Speaker, I wish
to note when he did start his
speech ha Was making some
reference to the new Grand Falls
Court House, I believe, which he
had +the privilege to attend the
ofFicial opening of the Grand

Falls Court House. He opened 4t, .

yes, I understand -he opened 1it,

M,  Speaker, He was chastising

the Member for Grand Falls, Mr.
Spealer, for not going Lo Lhe
gpening.

I remember the day that it was
opened, Mr., Speaker, because I am
¢critic For the Department of Work,
Services and Transportation. 1
did gelk a press release From that
Department, from the hon, Minister
when he put out his press release
aboutl Lhve npening which I
appracilated. In Lhat press
release, I do not have a copy of
1t right here now, Mr. Speaker,
but the hon. Minister of Forestry
and Agriculturse was so proud to
have opened the building. In that
press  releasa 1t salid  that the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation and lthe Minister of
Justice were Lhe ones who would be
doing ULhe official  opening. His
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own  Minister forgot to mention
him, Mr. Speaker, his own Minister
forgot to Wention him in the press

‘release. It was only by chance

that he got there in the first
place, Mr. Speaker, because the
Minister of Justice happened not
to be able to get there. I guess’
it was an afterthought that he got
there in the first place.
Certainly it had to be an
afterthought, because the plague
had nobk been prepared. I would
say the people in the area will
probably try to delay putting up
that plagque for maybe another Ltwo
years and see what happens in Lhe
next election, Probably, Mre .
Speaker, i¥ Lhings do changs
around, 1 am sure the present
Member for Grand Falls will be a
Minister 1in the next Government,
Mr. Speaker, in this House and . [
aim sure the day afLer h 18
elected bhe will have a plagque
prepared for that buillding, an
appropriate plaque for thalt new
building, ™Mr. Speaker. ;

The little plagque for the Minister
of Forestry and Agriculture will
be one fTor the back door probably,
Mr . Speaker, we could gel him one
for thatl . Mr. Speaker, I was not
planning on speaking in this
debate tonight.

Some_ Hon. Members: 3it down, then
sit down,

Mr, R. Aylward: Bul, Mr. Speakaer,

T was more or less forced Inlo 4t
because of  lLhe pask occurrencos
over the Jast soveral moenlhs  pow
concerning a contract on a oridgs
in Labrador, Mr. Speaker, and the
Way the Ossokimanvan BRridye
Contract Wit s harnod bed by Lhe
Department of Works, Seruvices and
Transportation, M- . Speakeyr,
First when that started somet ineg
in  Auguslt ¥ believe, T saw &
Titkle prese rolease in Lhne paper

No. 640 (Evening)




supposedly explaining,
why the Department of Works,
Saervices and Transportation threw
away or made a gift of  $1.3

explaining,

million +to & construction company -

in this Province, The only
explanation that was 1in this news
release was it was a bad
administrative error. .

Now I really do not know what an
administrative error was. It was
not an explanation that I would
give when 1 was a Minister. I
would try kLo he a bit more
detailed about 1it, than  just
saving admninistrative error. S0
because 1 did nol understand and
maybe 1t was because I am possibly
not as intelligent as the Minister
- he wmight have assumed that I
wotld understand - but because
other people especially people in
the media, and people in  the
construction indusktry asked me,
what 41s an admindstrative error?
What could have causad the
Minister of Works, Services and
Transportation. to make a gift of
$1.3 million +to & construction
company in this Province?

First when I came across this, Mr.

Speaker, 1t was not so much the
$1.3 million, bhecause Lhe new
tender had -not been called in the
First place. What I was concerned
about was that the Department had
let a contrackor off the hook for
the bid bond that should have been
in place for the contract Lhalt was
signed . I guess any administrator
ot any deparbment i they sce a
good deal coming across their desk
they should highlight: that. Now I
note the Department's estimates on
this contract in Lhe beginning was
over $7 millieon. I believe $7.2
million was Lhe original estimate
that the Department had For this
contract.

Mow when you pul oub your tenders
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and you get them back, and one of
these tenders happens to come 1in
under $7 million, or under your
estimate, $6.8 wmillion I believe
it was in the beginning, somelbhing
under $7 million, I would say that
the administrator of that
Department would have highlighted
this and said, well now we have a
good deal on this one ., We
certainly have to mmake sure that
this contract is signed as soon asg
we can,

When I was in the Deparbment, I
wanted to be informed of certainly
any good news that the Departinant
had . This dtem would have boeen
highlighted by the staFF 1in my
Department. Most of Lhe S Al
staff are still in the Department
and I am sure they would highlight
it and let the Minister know -~ if
he was around during the summer,
I qguess he was, bub [ 1magina he
toock some wvacation time. Bul 4if
he was around, he probably would
have been briefed one day during
the week with Lthe suggesition wa
are saving here, fom our
estimates, somewherea naar $1
million on this contract. We
certainly haue o ol Lhe
contractor to sign this one on Ll
dotted line so we can geb  Lhe
savings for the Province, About
August, I would dimagine, Cabhinal
was becoming aware of Lhe blunders
ofF  the Minpister of Finance 1in
these estimates For the budgel of
this year. I qguess aboul NAugust
they were f{1nding oult Lhey were
some  $40 million, w0 willion or
$60 million shor L in bhedir
budget. I can see the Minister of
Works, Services and Transportation
around the Cabinet table hopping
up  right away and saying, lnok, 1
have $1 million sauved For you
right off Gthe bat. Hore we have
$1 million, and we starl From bkhatl
$1 million.

(Fuening)




What happened, Mr. Speaker, was
the Minister not following up what
was  happening in his Department
and not giving the proper
instructions to the staff of his
Department o make sure this was
signed, to highlight it, to put it
on your calendar two or three days
before the contract acceptance
date runs out. Someone around the
Department had better check this
to make sure that it is signed and
if 1t is not, get it over to the
contractor as soon as possible,
So, Mr. Speaker, 1 would imagine
that would have been what
happened. But, lo and behold, the
date passes, the contractor sends
in the nexk day, suggesting that
the 30 day limit has passed. I do
not wish to take up my tender bid,
and we let it pass.

I guess the next option +to the
Minislter then was to say, okay, we
have the number two bidder on the
list. S50  Lthe normal @ procedure
then was to go  to  the second
hidder. Now we are already after

losing the good deal we  had,
somewhera near $1 million savings,
on  the Ffirst contract, we have
lost Ethat, we have - thrown that
away already so, we will have to
go  to the second bidder 1fF only

for the reason that it s in
Labrador, a very short
construction season, we  do not
have any time Lo waske, we have Lo
get Lthis contract under way as
Fast as possible, so we will look
at Lhe second bictder. The
Minislor decided - okay he took a
chance, or his staff recommencded
him - Lo take a chance and do a
second bid, a quick bid, and 4t
toek, I helieue, two  or  three
weeks to see if Lhey could get a
better price than the second
hiddear.

Thit, is Laking a chance on
spolling a full years conslbruckion
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season in Labrador, which is a big
risk, a risk which I would have
taken seriously bul maybe Lhe
Minister did not understand. So,
he did take the chance. What
happened when the second tenders
were called as far as I could find
out at the time, the tenders went
out, they were sent back and Lhe
same conhtractor was the lowest
bidder on -the next conktract, but
the ¢$700,000 bid bond was lost
from the last contract and his
next price was $1.3 milliaon
dollars higher Lhan his first
contract. That 1in my mind was
enough  to cause a stir, to ask
some questions on it again. The
media wanted some gquestions
answered. I wanlted some guestions
answered. So, I thought 1t was
because of the +two problems we
have now, Lhe firskt tender was
blundered and lost and all that
money was gone. Then there was a
new tender put out and the second
lowest bidder was nobt” asked which
resulted in the construclion
season being delayed somewhat .
Then there was a second tender put
aut and the same contraclkor qgot it
again, Something suspilcinugs kept
coming back to me as Lo what was
happening. The Minister was sLill
saying there was an administrative
error in Lhe first place, I
thought it was serious enough at
the time that T was nol getling
any more answers from Lhe Ministep
or Lhe Department except thal ids¢
Was an adninistrative arror,
There was nothing  else  thatl 1
could get ouk of then.

I thought it was serlous enouyh at
the time to write +the Auditor
General and requestk Lhatk Lhe
Auditor General, an  independent
Lhird party, an employee, [
supposea, ar an agentl ol Lhis
House, a parson who will
eventually 1 know  laook al it
anyway and it would  only spoed up

(Evening)




his work if he looked at it right
away , found out there was no
problem with 1t, mayhe he would
not have to do so much work next
year when he goes through the
department's books. It was not
going to cost any extra money to
have him go in and look at it.

Had he gone in, had the Minister
said or the Premier at the time
suggested that he qo in, it
probably would have cleared up the
matter right away. Anyway the
Auditor General wrote me back and
suggested 1t was not appropriate
under his gquidelines, under his
present Act for him to look at it
now, bukt he would highlight it and
look at it when the money had been
spent which was more in line with
the gquidelines which the Auditor
General has to follow right now.
S0, he did suggest that sometime
in Lhe next year he would look at
it But again dn mwmy mind, I
Lhought, well the money 1s spent
then 1if there 1is something twrong
with Ethis we are still out the'
money, we are not going to get the
money back. I thought under the
Auditor General's Act Lhere 1is a
spaecial provision there Lhat the
Lieutenant- Governcr in  Council
could suggest, order 1f necessary
or idnstruct the Auditor General Lo
go in and have a look at this even
though it was ol under his
mandate, the Lieutenant Governmant
in Council can.

I'mis 1% more or less what Lhey did
with ©he Sprung operation. They
were not  too long ordering Lhe
Auditor General to go have a look
at that but I fiqured they would
because  of the seriousness of
this, and Lthe seriousness of Lhe
provincial budget at the time and
I would expect Lhey hoped Lthey
might have heen able Lo save same
mnaney oy having Lhe Auditor
General look at 10 and 4f ULhere
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~series of  evenls as

was something wrong wibth ik, stop

it right away.

So I sent a letter to the Premier

requesting that he would instruct,

through his Cabinet, the Auditor
General to go have a loock at what
happened with this contract -~ and
explain to the public of the
Province, through me if necessary,
if there was something wrong wilh
this. Had the Premier looked at
it and said well yes, let us gel
rid of  this, get the aAuditor
General din there, [ have nothing
to hide, let wus get him in there
and straighten it out once and For
all. That 1is what I expected he
would do. That d1s Lhe tLtype of
person I thought the Premier was.
He seems to portray Uthat image
around publicly but Mr. Speaker,
lo and behold, after a Few days I
got a letter back from the Premier
suggesting that there Wl s an
administrative _oversight and Lhe
menktionaed in
your letter of August 9, 1992, M,
J. F. McGrath.

So he came back wikth the <£ame
administrative aversighl FEasarn
again. No olher explanation, do
not  know what an  administrative
oversight is, sktill nobhaody
explained to me what happencd i
Lhe Department Far Enia
administrative oversight. Was it
Lhe Ffault of one person? Was it
the fault of five people? Was 1t
Lhe fawll of Lhe Minister? Thoy
did nokt know.

Mr. Speaker, when 1t came back it
was suggestad in  the Premier's
letter, he did tell “me in his
letter that the Minister of Works,
Services and fransportation did
take a bit of a gamble and figuread
that iF he retendered Lhe job he
would get a bhelter price. That
was Lkhe Promier's explanation. He

says in  Lhis 'The Department -of
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Works, Services and Transportation
felt that by recalling the tender
1t would get a bid lower than the
second Jowest Dbid in  the First
round. '

happened.

Indeed that 1s what

The lowest bid in the tender
recall was Jlower than the second
lowest bid in the first round by
some %$200,000. Then he went on I
trust the item, just finishing off
his letter which was not too
important. So the Premier
suggested to me right away that
the new tender call saved this
Province $200,000. I suggested I
would have to accept that.

Then I checked around a little
more with some of Lthe contractors
who are familiar with the type of

work and were familiar with the.

contract and one of them said to
me, but the second contract, the
second tender call, had at least
twe  dtems were removed from it
Then again I tried to . Find out
once more what was removed, and
o mu¢h it was worth, The
Premier admitbed in  this House

that his Minister did not inFowm'

him that these two tender dtems
ware removed. I do not know why
the Minister would do tLhat .
Certainly when [ was 1in Cabinet,
1f I was Lrying to decedive my
boss, I would expect [ would know
where 1 was going. It might have
been an oversight again on  the
Minister's behalf, it i1s quite
passible that it was. But at
least  Lhe  Pramier suggested, or
Lold me, in an answar Lo guestions
in  this House, that he did not
know that there were any i1tens
removed from the tender.

Now when Lhis letter was writlen
to  the Premier, no doubt, baolh
sets  of  Lbenders were 1in  nlace.
The second seb of tenders dJdid not
have any dtem in 1. But when 1
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asked the Minister about the items
that were remnoved, he said Llhay
were minor dtems. They were only
astimates of 520,000, our
Department only estimated them at
some $20,000. But Mr. Speaker he
knew, at the time, of the tenders
that were submitted, the bid by
the company who was lowest had an
estimate for these items in their
tender, and he knew at the time,
Mr Speaker, Ehat Lhe
subcontractor that gave a bid - 1
have a copy of it here 1f anvone
would like Lo see 1t - gave a
price on Lthese Lltwo 1tems, had a
price 1in there for some $50,000,
and that subcontractor's prica
excluded accommodations and
transportation For the people who
were involved.

Now we have a discrepancy- here
where the Minister suggesbked Lhe
Department's estimates on Lhese
two removed items were $20,000. e
know for a fact, and the Minister
gave 1t to me Lkhe othner day, tnat
he said McNamara, one company, had
some  $50,000-~0dd he knew Lthabt ab
the time he wrote the letbker, Bul
the subcontractor wna bid these
two dtems, item  one  was  warlh
$62,000, Parl D was workth 462,000,
and Part E was  worlkh  $hh, 800,
There is a copy of 1t right hero,
And Lhen, if youl ard Lhe
Lransportation and accomnodaltions
for the people who are going Lo
work, Lthe maln contractor's bid on
this dtem Parlt D and Parl F, was
80,000 and $72,000. So o khe dloms
Lhat were removed woere worth  some
$152,000.

Now the Premier has said Lo ne
that we have saved $200,000 and
right there is $152,000 ofF il lor
less work CLhat we have, We have
not saved $200,000, =0 Lhis letilLoer
is misleading. I do nol suggesl
Lhat the Premier tried bo nislead
(HE inktentionally bhocause his
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Mindister did not give him all the
information. But when T brought
that -to the Premier's attention,
he did not seem to think much of
it.

I know the Premier that I served
under, one of our Members at one
time was not straightforward with
him and he did not remain in
Cabinet for wvery long after, I
remember that was some time before
1 was in Cabinet. M™Mr. Speaker, I
am surprised that the Premier did
not make some kind of an issue of
Ehis.

Mr. Speaker, to date my enquiries
fell on deaf ears to Find out what
happened 1in this.  When [ asked
the Auditor General to 1lnok into
it, he was unable to on his own
initiative. When I asked the
Pramier, through -the Cabinet to
get the Auditor General to look at
it, it was refused by the
Premiar. He would not have the
Auditor General logk .into 1it. So
Mr. Chairman, the last hope I have
in this Province to have some
independent person look at this,
the only avenue Lhat was lefbt to
me as a resident of Chis Province
and nok necessarily as¢ an MHA 1in
this House, but as a resident who
is upsetbt thal we have $120 million
deficit because of the
miswmanagemaent of our Minister of
Finance . M Chairman we have
$1.3 milldion minimum  thrown away
by the Minister of Warks,
Sarvices, and Transportation, I
went (W] Lhe  ambudsman  of this
Province, Mr., Chairman. He does
not have wvery long in his office
becausg of Lthis Premier and this
Governmant He 1s gqoing to be
bhanished, bhut T  have no  obher
auvuenueas, Mr . Chairman, and the
pitiful  excuse Lhat the Minister
of Finance and Lthe Premier used
whan Lthey suggesled they are going
te banish the Ombudsman's office
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was that we have 52 Ombudsmen,
ombudspeople or whatever you want
to call them, in this fAssembly and
we do not need an Ombudsman. The
only place din the world, Mr .
Chairman, the freoe democratic
world, the only place who does not
need an Ombudsman.

I do not know if the Premier
believed all the publicity for
example the T-shirts that went
around, 'Clyde Wells for Prime
Minister,' and believed so much in
that type of hype that he thinks
e 1s going Lo ack in Lhis
Province, Mr. Chairman, above Lthe
Taw. As [ heard on one of the
news items the other day, "Who
guards the guards.' -~ Thal 1is Lhe
quote they used, 'Who guards the
guards.' If you look alb tha treand
of what this Gowvernment has done
in 18 months, Mr. Chairman, whan
you talk about who guards Lthe
gquards, 18 wmonths they hava been

~here but what have they done din 18

months to  prokect the  general
public of this Province, people
who might be upset  with the
Government . I know the Premier
could not believe thabt ‘anyona in
this Province might eventually getl

“upsek with him bul let me tall him

they will. They will calch on Lo
him. They will get upsebt  wikh
him, Mr. Chairman, Bul: dn Lhis
Province ko date, 1in an 18 monkn
Liberal regime, Mr. Chairman whal
have e seen? What Lypo ol
Governmeni? What message 1s going
gut to the people.

First ofF all, Mr. Chairman, wa hadl
a consumer representative on  our
Public Utilities Board who was
doing a good job, regardless of
who he was, he WA S doing an
excellent job and the genaral
population of this Province
finally had some confidence in our
Public Utilities Board. There was
some  glimmer of  hope Uhat Lhedir
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view was- being heard when the
large companies, the Light and
Power at Lhe timie, or Hydro, or
Telephone  Company, or whoever
would come before them, there was
some glimmer of  hope in the
consumers of this Province that
the consumer representative would
make a difference, Mr. Chairman,
He did make a difference if you
follow the history of what
happened  since the consumer
representative was on the Board.

. T know the Member for St. John's
South is not interested in
providing a fairness or a balance,
he 18 only by the skin of his
teeth Liberal Member, so 1if he
would go back out there 1in the
room where he was before I would
be gquite happy. All right, Mr,
Chairman, then we have 1in this
Province, in the 18 months what do
we have, who guards the guards
again, Mr. Chairman.

The next dtem on the chopping
block was +the Ombudsman. I Jjust
wernt over that a little bit, Mr.
Speaker, but he 1is supposed to he
one of the guards of the quards,
of the Government and probably of
the whole lLegislature, Mr. Speaker.

W have the cansuinar
representative axed from the
Public Utildities Board, Mr
Speaker. In his place we have a
Departmant ofF Justice public
servant serving in o some  manner
thar I am not Lo c¢lear on yeb, Mr.
Speaker, what he 1s supposed to
do. He dis  an ewmployee of Lthe
Department of Justice, He 1s a
public servant and he does not
have nearly the freedom of the
representative an the Public
Utilities Board.

The nexbt thing Lthe ombudsman 1is

shot, Mr. Speaker. Nine hundred
and Fitty-six complaints [ beliove
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Some Hon. Members:

it was last vyear, the ombudsman
had. Now, Mr. Seeaker, bthose 95606
complaints will definitely fall on
deaf ears 1if . they go on that side
of the House and you will see
Monday where one of those
complaints came from, the Member
for Torngat Mountains.

Mr. Speaker, so we have Lthe Public
Utilities Board gutted, Mr .
Speakear. We ‘have the Ombudsman
Of fice banished, M™Mr. - Speaker. The
next thing, Mr. Speaker, wa are
going to have an Auditor General's
Act, T think we have an Auditor
General, he was fired publicly, I
believe. He was more or less told
he was going Lo ladd off
publicly. I k now it Was il
mistake. I am not blaming anyone
for that, Mr. Speaker. he first
that the fiuditor General, Jae
McGrath, who was in thal oftice
knew that he was not going to be
Auditor General was abt a public
meeting of his peers, not  very
courteous, but a mistake. Me
Member for Gander -

(inaudible).

Mr .  Aylward: Wall, he deldinitely
Fired him, Okay 4if 1t was nobk a
mistake, then you fired LERIT
publicly. You Fired i
publicly. 1 expected more {rom
you  actually. [ was going Lo
suggest that 1t was a mistake.

Mr . Speaker, now we have an
fuditor General's Aclk Lhat is
coming before here Lhal alreacy
has been criticized by the Fedecal
Auditor General as being not a
sufficient Act. There is no value
for dollar judgement L or
accounting, and I arm nob an
accountant so 1 do not understand
much  about 1t It dis  not  in
there, Mr. Speaker.

Mr . Speaker, and what else do we
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have din the 18 months - it 1s
happening, 1t is building a bit
more over time, Mr. Speaker - over
the last four or f{ive months?
What: do we have in our legal aide
system, Mr. Speaker? The poor of
this Province cannot get legal
representation because Government
will not put enocugh money into the
system to allow them to get
lawyers,; Mr. Speaker. That is
shameful and vyou know where that
shows up the most, Mr. Speaker.
Last week when the M™Minister of
Social Services put oul his edict
or last month when he put out his
edict, that the Department of
Social Services 1s going to take
back $115 a monkth in maintenance
payments to single mothers 1in this
Prouvince, Mr . Speakar. They
cannot even question that. The
Ombudsinan 1is nok going to be
around to help them out, Iegal
aide 1s not available to them
because no lawyers will take on
the case, you will not give them
enough money . S0, who suffers,
Mr. Speaker, when there is nobody
around to gquard the gquard. The
poor, Lhe . sick, Lthe c¢hildren in
this Province are the ones who
suffer, Mr. Speaker, because of
what that Minister 1is doing. Mr,
Spealkar, Lo gek baclk to the
contract. For another couple of
minutes, I do not think that I
have to much time left, but to get
back Lo this Ossokmanvan Bridge
Contract again to see whalt the
atbitude of this Goveérnmnent 1is.
Besides all of these ditems which
shows  Lhe abbtitude o the Cabinek
and sovernment  that we have in
Lhis House, the last option left
to me to find out the truth of
what happened to the contraclk 1in
Lakrador Was to qo to the
Ombudsman, S0, T would expect
yes, we will Phave the Ombudsman go
look at 1k, get a Lkhird party
independent view or independent
story of 1t and probably he would
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two Ministers,

come out and say that someone left
it on their desk and someone went
on holidays. Maybe he would do
that Mr. Speaker and that would be
the end of it. But what did ULhe
bungling Minister of Works,
Services and Transportation do,
Mr. Speaker? He  sent the
Ombudsman a letiter saying he could
not investigate it. He forced the
Ombudsman of this Province into
the Supreme Court of Newfoundland
to try to get a ruling on his Act
to make sure that he could go in
and do a review of this contract.

Mr . Speaker, 1iF that 1s nob a
cynical dictatorship, I do  not
know what it is. Ik i a
dictatorship and all of these
items show the atlhitude. Now Lthe
attitude dis not wvery public vyet.
The public of this Province is not
aware ol this attitude yet Dbut
they will be. The best comments I
have heard in  the last 1iltle
while, ltwo people working at YOCM
Radio Station said it Lo me. Two
Ministers were down there 1in Lhe
last month on the Open Line Show,
I ¢can not remenbier
which one now. Maybe the Minister
of Socilal Services 1s one. Belh
of them said to two people at {hal
radio station, Mafe wi Ll o a
one-term government . '

Mr.  Speaker, that d4s Llhe [Hdrst
thing they have saild right since
they have beean eleclad, M,
Speaker there is one olbher Cabinet
Minister dn this House who said
Lhat recenbkly. he Minister af
Health said it out din Corner Brock
te a meeting. He gobt a standing
ovation for 1t. The anly one he
got For bthe mnight, Mr. Speaker and
I am glad to hear that.

I am sorry Lhe Premier's Execubive
Assistant 1s not here righbt now
because there dis a lot of lLalk
about sauving monegy in Lhis
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Province, Mr. Speaker. I know
that the Premier's Office, 1 am
not sure how many cars they have
assigned to them yet, I know he is
driven around by his chauffeur
most of the time. Except one day
when I happened to be standing on
the steps when his Executive
fissistant was holding the door of
the car open for him and he looked
at me and walked by that and got
in his car and drove off with his
Executive Assistant standing there
looking puzzled. I do not know
why he was so frightened of me
seeing him get inte that chauffeur
driven car, Mr. Speaker but there
is one other vehicle that I
recognized assigned to that
Premier's Office and that 1§ a
blazer. The Premier's Executive
Assistant has been using that
vehicle quite often to go to Bally
Haly to play golf all summer.

I do not know 1if that 1is a way to
save money., It certainly is a way
for him to save money. He 1is
probably not getting the $18,000
allowance that the rest of you are
getting every year to drive a car,
Mr. Speaker,

I would say that in a very short
Lime the public of this Province
will catech on to the deception
Lhat 1s being inflicted upon this
Province by Lhe maskter of
deception who 1is not in the House
today, the Premier.

Mr. Chairman: The Hon., Mindister
ol Works, Services and
Transportabtion.

Mr. Dave Gilbert: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, Whenever I hear the
Memnber from Kilbride tallking I am
reminded of a line from Tennyson
and it says 'From the long necked
geese . of Lhe world that evar
hissed this praise .’
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Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Dave Gilbert: That. is what Lthe
Member from Kilbride is beginning
to sound like. He cannot Find
anything good to say about anyone
anymore, He has reached a stage
that now he 1s beginning to fit
into the Opposition mode. He was
over there bhefore and he thought
he was 1in Government. Now all of
2 sudden he realizes he d1s in
Opposition. He is Lrying to
become good at it

An Hon. Member: Inaudible.

Mr. Gilbert: He idis trying to do
the job. The only way ne realizas
he has to do this 1s becoms bitter
and not to say anything good or
honest about anything that
happens. Now as I have tried to
explain to the hon. Member over
the last week or so. Lhat the
Ossokmanvan Bridge Conlkracl was @
dreadful mistake. and  the c¢ivil
servants that worked in Lhat
office - if he was Lkhe Minister,,
anyhow 1t was seventeen years and
when T got in, I did nob want Lo
get into this and redlly come down
too  bhard on  those peopla  ounr
there because they accuse us of
blaming them For everylbhing bhat
happens but T really did not. -

When T got down and started Lo
investigate this, you know what T
found Was happening in the
Contracts Division in my
Department? What was happening s
that 1in  the sloppynaess that had
crepkt into the system owver bthe 17
years, there was no need 1o go
back within the thirty days. The
contractors were out doing jobs
and calling and asking, whalk aboutl
our contracts? This was @& ¢ommon
practice that went on in  khat
department and naw all of &
sudden, when I Find oul Lthat Lhis
dreadlful error was wmade by & civil
servant down the line Loo Far, he
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got a reprimand for not doing his
job, fis Far as I am concerned,
the management that was built up
over Lhe saventeen years those
members over there were 1in power
let this sort of sloppiness filter
inte the system. Believe me, we
will take care of this and we will
correct this, have no worry. But
lat mwme tell vyou that the reason
for it was sloppiness from the
previous administration.

e Member made a few remarks
about the first contract and the
second contract, and why we did
not award it to the second
tenderar. The reason we did not
awared it to the second tenderer
Was because according to the
records when I had them checked
out, my officials told me that the
first contract for McNamara fitted
perfectly within the system and
there was no reason why that
contract should be turned down,
other than Lthe fact thalt someone
in my department made a terrible
mistake . We could not go tn the
second contract, we had to call a
second tender.

Now Lhe member made greal: remarks
about "they changed From one
tendegr Lo the other!'. There was a
minor change put din  because my
aofficials fFelt Cthat 1in the first
contract 1t was ouverpriced,. They
then dropped 1t out because Lhey
felt we could o it cheaper
sometime down Lhe road;
dellars was Cthe change 1in  Lhat
conkract. The membaer, again
hissing his dispraise, tries Lo
change $20, 000 dollars, M
Chairman.

Mr. R. Aylward: A point of order,
M. Chairman,

fhe hon, Lhe Member
on a point of ordaer.
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Mr. R. Aylward: M, Chairman, 1
asked the minister vyeslerday, or
two or Lthree days ago, for Lhe
estimate of +the two dtems bthat
were taken out of 1t and he gave
me an answer, He must haue
forgotten it already or he did not
read it, because McNamara's first
bid, the original bid for the two
items, was $70,000 dollars. He
had that when the Premier wrote
his letter and he knew it, no
matter what your estimate was.

Mr. Chairman: There 1s no point
of order, ik is jusk a
disagreement between hon. members,

Mr. Gilbhert: Mr. Chairman, Lthe
estimate we put in, our deparbment
when we were calling the tender,
was $20,000 dollars.

Mr. Chairman: Order, pleasa!

The hon. Lthe Minisler ol Works,
Sarvices and Transportaltion 1 had

hot recognized.

$20,000

Mr. Gilbert: Whose side are you
on? : ‘

An Hon. Mamber : - . Goad

questian,

M. Gilbert: He 1s fair. He s
scrupulously fair. You  can  see
that when you have & monber o un
making a greabk speech.

Ir I really wanted Lo gob down
into the mud with Lhe mewmber, and
I would nok do that, [ would bring
up  things that happened 1n  their
administration, Ak leasl we call
contracts. It is nol like in the
Cat Arm deal, where you aextended
it without calling any conlbracls,
Remmamber thalk? You knrnow, [ would
nol wanlt 1o gel dnteo  bhat . 1
would not  wank Lo remind the
Minisler of Cuctimbers, +Lhe noney
he cosl Lhe peaple ol
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Newfoundland, the $20 million
dollars he cost Lhem, I would not
he like that at all. I would not
really want to remind the member
of stuff 1like that, but I will
point out - I -do not want to take
up too much time, because T want
all those people over there to
have lokts of time to talk.

In conclusion, I am telling you
that we have no worries at all
about the investigation, as we
have said from day one, whether it
he the Audilitor General -

An Hon. Member: Why do vyou keep
blocking it?

Mr. Gilbert: - or Lhe Ombhudsinan
or anyone else, When it 1s all
over, the one thing they will find

out about 1t 1s that 1t was an.

inefficlent civil servant Jeft
there by the previous Government

who made a mistake, and we have to

correct 1t right now, thank you,
and it will not happen -again.

Order, please!

Mr. Chairman:

Me hon. the Member for Kilbride.

Mr. R. Aylward: Thank you wvery
much, ™Mr. Chairman. 1 just have
o make a Few comments on Lhe last
item the Minister mentiorved. The
Minister might rasnemnber  thab  4in
his answer in this House last weelk
e adwitbted that his Department
has yeb Lo put procedures in place
to rectify this situation. Unless
he has done 11 dn the last three
days, there are no -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible) .

Mr. R. Aylward: I will read it
when 1 Tindsh this. The next Lime
I el Lp T will have the
reference, I could not get 1t in
time fhe Minister sadd in this
House din answering a question T
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put to him that he hopes Lhis
would never happen again. Now he
just said this will never happen
again. Since this happened this
summner, what procedures has the
Minister put in place to see that
it will not happen again? You
know what they are, zero, Because
I know imore aboul his department
than he does.

Mr . ‘Chairman: The hon. the
Minister of Social Services., . I
recognized the hon. Member.

‘Mr.  Efford: Oh, 1 am sorry, Mr.

Chairman, I was listening Lo iny
hon. colleague across the way and
I did pnot hear what you were
saying.

I thought the Former Minister of
Agriculture would have stayed in
his seat and waiked For a Tasw
minutes so that 1 gould correct
some of  Lthe bthings. I want Lo
correct one thing before 1 get
into my Few  remarks  aboulb the
condition ol the Province,
especially the Financial condition
of the Province . He made {Lhe
comment that ltwo Minisbters made a
statement to a couple of reporlers
or scme af bkhe stalf alk VOCM that
we were onlty here for one Lerm.
Well lebt me assure you o  ona
thing, 1t was nol the Minisler of
Social - Servicaes, Because Ehe
Liberal Party of NewFoundland and
Labrador will be here nany, many
more Lerms Lhan One in this
Province, I can assure you af
Lhat . in fact, 1 plan Lo gedl
re-alecled al  leastg thear  morae
times before 1 @uen consider
retirement - ab least ULhrewe more
elections, and that 1is” another
fifteen vyears. As long as T can
hang on Lo a flew of iLhe pickle
books, [ will probably sltay on a
lot longer. Lhan that.

M. Chadrnan, the horn. the Menber
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for trying to

That is

Kilbride - I. was
remember  his -district.
How much of an dmpact he makes
aver L{here in Opposition. I think

.the Minister of Works, Services
and Transportation made one point,
that he is trying to fit in as an
Opposition member, He has not
done it too well vyet, but 1
suppose after bheing 1in Government
for seventeen years you really do
not understand how the system
works. It 1s pretty difficult to
get in as an Opposition c¢ritic,
because you have to learn the
systom all over again. You wolld
think that afltear seventeen vyears
most people would have a knowledge
of the operations of Government
and what is going on so they would
automatically fit in and get into
Question Period and know how to be
critical nf a particular
department. Rut with the
exception of one or two Members
over there on the other side, we
see wvery little evidence of any
Opposition mentality or fitting
in. They are not 1in their seats
now, beliesve me. They are not in
their seats now.

The Ombudsman - 976 calls in
1989, Thalkt 1s about an average
week for me, an average woek for
Lhe Department of Social
Services Without. exaggeration,
quite seriocusly, that 1g about an
average week Faor the Department of
Social Smruices. There are a
couple of people in enguiries, the
Fxeculive Assistant, Lhe
spcrelaries in iy office and
myselF, and ofF Lhe c¢alls you could
total up that in any average week
we gelk 975 calls.

cuar look at  the
Ombudsman's report at the end of
Lhe vyear? Do you ever read 1K?
Somebody phones  in or writes a
latiter and they explain thal they
are  going Lo qget  evicted From

Did you
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Quite

Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing. The beskt answer he has
gver given in a report was Lhat he
called up the Department,
Newfoundland and Labrador Housing,
spoke to an individual, ‘and he
assured me that nothing else cauld
be done. Sorry, but thank you.'

That 1is the type of
get. Just take Lhe
time and read it.

report some

clearly 4t has been stated
that we have fifty-two MHAs in khe
House of Assembly. Do we haue
fFifty-two ombudsmen? You do not
have to name them ombudsmen, but
you certainly have fifty-Lwo MHAs
who are elected by people din the
districts and the responsibility
of MHAs in the districts 1is to
take calls from Lhe people. That
is a responsibility. It dis wvery
clear that your responsibililky is
there, And = any Minister in
Cabinet who does nok have Lhe Lime
to answer ali the calls from his
district personally, has the
advantage of using an Execulive
Assistant. That is nolkt something
created by this Governmeaent,
do you want il repealked?
you want somebody else sent oul
Lhere, pay Lthemn a salary, Lhroe aor
four people, to tdo the S @i
thing? I think 1kt 1is & prelly
relaxed situation. Nine hurndred
and seventy-six calls in FitLy-Lwo
weeks . That would average Jless
than twenty a week For Mew many
peoplea in |:he of Mice: e
Ombudsman, an assistant-

why do

An_Hon. Member: Eight, or Len, opr

something.

An Hon. Member: Nd}'it cannol be.

An  Hon. Member : Two  or three

investigators.

only
WIS

cdoss he
wee e,

Not anly
calls a

Mr. Efford:
et Twenty

(Euendng)

so why

report you -
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apparently there were only ten of
those twenty thalk he could deal
with 4in one week: and that has
cost this Province
$275,000 a year? That is almost
as bad as the pickle Ffactory;
almost as bad.

The other reference they made was
to the representative of Consumer
Affairs.

Ms Uerge: We cannot deal with
that. ‘

Mr . EFford: Cannot deal with
what? Do you want to ask me a
gquestion on  ie? You have not
asked me a question this year yet,
$0 you may as well start now, I
will sit down and let you ask me a
question. '

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

The Hon. the Member for Humber
East.

M, Chairman: On a point of
order, or {(inaudible)? ’

Ms __Verge: No, Lhe Minister

yielded .

Mr. Chairman: Okay.

M : I woulid like to remind
L ster bhat I have askecd him

saveral ques tions about his
cdecision to cult sgsocial assistance
For 1,000 single parent Fanmilies
in the Province, and he has not
given me a salbisfactory answer. I
am waiting now Ffor the Premier's
review.

But [ was interjecting Lthers a
moment a0 on Lhe subject of
Govaernment's  decision Lo disband
Lhe Ombudsman’®s Office. The
Minister may not realize this, but
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close to.

the Ombudsman was appointed by the
Lieutenant-Governor 1in Council an
the wnanimous recommendation of
the House of Assembly, wmembers on
both sides, four years ago. That
was a second appointment, in each
case for a ten year term, and we
are now only four years inke that
second year term, Therefore, the
Government 1is going to have Lo pay
the salary of the. incumbent for
the balance of this ten year term,
which is six more years, and
therefore, where arce the savings?
Where are the economies?

Chatirperson, obwiously the real
reason the Government is gelbting
rid of Lthe Ombudsman's office is
that this Governmenlt cannol taks
¢criticism. This Govermngnt
pressured the Mayor of Corner
Brook the other night to block me
From & meeting discussing the
future of the Fisher Institute in
corner Brook. fs Lhe daily
newspaper in Corner Brook poirntecd
out in an editorial Ethis euvening,
this Liberal Gouvernment seems to
be afraid of taking c¢ritbticism or
exposing 1tseélf Lo criticism; this
Government seens Lo lLake elaborate
pains to shield itself {ram
criticiam, and abuiously Lhe
decision to get rid of Lhe
Oombudsman's office 1is jusl one
Mo e sign af that kind of
dictatorial atbitude on Lhe part
of the Government.

I will yield now to listen bto more
of the Minisler af Sacial
Services, and walbch  him  dig his
hole deeper.

Mr. Chairman: Before 1 recognize
Lhe Hon. the Minister of Saocial
Services, for Lthe henefit ol
Hansard I Lhink he Hon, Lhe
Member for Humber Fast was using
the microphone of  the Hon, the
Member [lor Grand Falls, Lo make
sure khat there is no mistake.
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Ms Uarge: And they do not confuse

us .

Mr. Chairman: Okay. The Hon. the
Minister of Social Services.

Mr. Efford: Thank you, Mr .
Chairman, Now I know why the
Province is in such a dismal
mess . When an Hon. M™Member stands
in her place for Lten minutes after
starting out to ask a question and
I am still wondering what . the
question was, or what the plan of
the comment was, after -seventeen
years 1in Government and the past
year and a half in opposition, you
still do not know how to ask a
question, I tell you, I may get
an hour or so on the weekend, when
I am not over in  my office
working, and I will sit down and
write three or four questions for
you for next week, so you will
have some  idea how to ask a
question.

I.did not really support what she.

was saying this afternoon abhout
the Mayor of Corner Brgok. I am

not: so sure she is actually giving -

the right information to the
House, about 10 &the Mavor really
did say what he was supposed to
have said, according to the Member
for Humber Easl. But I will tell
you one thing, iF he did not, he
should have He should have .
Al ter Lhe statements that haye
come out of Lhis House of Assembly
From bhe OCppositkion 41in the last
couple of days, he certainly
should have locked the doors and
barred you aut. IFf he did let you
in, I would be awfully upset with
him.

Member :

An Hon .,
terrible.

(Inaudible)

Mr.  Ef [k is nob Lerrible,
because it ia absolutely
unbelievable how mech politics -
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she never asked me a question in
the House of Assembly today about
the fact Lthak I was over in Corner
Brook. . I sat down and moelb with
the Status of Women Council and
the $8Single Moms Association aover
there. ‘

Let me tell you some of Lhe
facts. She was not there then,
but she was -sure on the phone
before I arrived. I do not think
she was on the phone after I
left. I think the reporits and the
answers you golt to the questions
after I left, 1 think she realized
she was beaking against a daad
wall. Because now  the single
parents and the Status of Women
Council in  western Newloundland
know who is right and who is wrong
about the situation.

Let me go one step further. She
did not tEry to qgelt dinto Lhe
meeting I attended. You did not
request ko come to lLhe wmeelking,
that vyou were representing Lhe
single parents of NewFoundland &
Labrador, and you did not ask Lo
sit down at that meeting, ol
you? I would have lIoved to have
you at the other end of Lpe bable
after 1 was finished talkinag and
they agreed  with evarything I
said. 1 wish you had been there.

tet me give you some ol  Lho
numbers and leb me give you some
of  +the concerns [(rom Lthe Horn.
Member From Humber Easl. How nany
single parenlks are in Corner
8rook, in thalt area? Lab me Lall
you. There are three hundred and
ninety, Lek me gilve you anothoer
bit of dinformation. How  many
single parenls receiving
maintenance dncome went Lo Lhe
Single Moms  Against Poverly fTor
requests since the order came down
From Department: of Social
Services? How many?

(Evening)




An Hon. Memhber: (Inaudible).

Mr. Efford: I am asking you. You
are representing the area. How
many? Thirteen out of Lthe three
hundred and ninety have made
represantation, And I suspect, if
the +truth was known, that those
thirteen were phoned by you and
told to do so.

After Question Period the other
day a petition was presented by
the House and I got up and I
commented on the petition. One of
Lhe very things I commented on was
that less than 1,000 people
received a maintenance 1ncome and
5,700 were not receiving one. Not
ance  in eighteen months did that
Hon. Member show any concern for
thoese 5,700 single parents at all.

e make matters even worse, 390
are 1in  our own distyict. Only
thirteen have made representation
to the Single Moms Against Poverty
on Lthe maintenance 1incoma 1issue.
After 390 .and the 13 there, what
about Lhe remaindar of single
parents who have never received
maintenance  income, What about
them?

Where 18 vyour genuine concern for
those sinale parents? It 1s an

issue that that Hon. Member dis-

playing politics with and thers is
No  genuine concern, That 1s the
Fackt of what you are doing.

Copies of  answers. When Lhe hon.
Member  was Minister of  Justice,
what id yvou say in that? el us
get the spouse's to pay
maintenance income for _single
parents so  they will not be a
drain on  the Ltaxpayers and they
will not have Lo qgo to Social
Services Lo gel supporlk for their
families. The SPOUSES are
supposed Lo pay. [t 1is herao, I
will read it exactly as 1t says.
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Have I got my bifocals selb wup
right? This 48 one of Lhe main
reasons the program was selk up,
but with +the Legal aid budget an
objective will be forwarded to us
because there 1is no wherewithal
for the Legal Aid Commission to
give representation to these -
single parents, so it is  all
unnecessary, There is an
unnecessary dependence on  Social
fissistance.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, 'as I have
mentioned, as a result of default
there ara additional demands
placed on the public purse since
beneficiaries of court orders are
not getting the maintenance. They
are  often on hold Dbecause Lhay
have to turn +to Soc¢ial Services.
We may ask why should the
taxpayers and citizens of the
Province generally © assume the
financial obligations of” the
defaulting spouses and parenks to
provide adequately for thedir
Families . '

She was then the Minister of
Justice. That was the Minisler of
Justice, Lhe S ame parson who
stands up in Lhis House af
Assembly, the same person who
phones every single parenl &:oross
the Province of Newfoundland and
Labracdor Lo have a march on
Confederaktion 8uilding. What  did
they tell you when you asked Lhem
Lo marc¢h on ConlFaederalbion
Building? Tell the truth. What
did they tell you? Did they say
yes, or did they tell you no, we
are not goinag Lo Barch 0
Confederation Building because we
know in mos t arasas what Lhe
Minister of Social Services say is
correct? They told you thalk, did
they not?  How many single parents
have [ met over the last woeek who
have said to me, and 1 do not lock
my coors, I do nolk hide behind the

curtadin, 1 will meoet wilh Lhe
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people at anytime, how many single
parents have said te me I wish I
had the opportunity to go back to
school Lo bhe retrained, to he
re-gducated; I only wish I had the
opportunity to get into the work
force? Now, Mr. Minister, you are
giving me that opportunity, you
are giving me an alternative. Why
not call out tomorrow morning to
the Single Moms Against Poverty,
in Corner Brook, and ask them what
has happened since I was out there
the other day? of the thirteen
people who were receiving
maintenance income and it is
discontinued, what are they doing
now? Ask about the problems .
They have told the single moms -
they have sent the officials in
Social Services «~ now they are
offered better alternatives and
they are happy about it - the
thirteen. Now what about the
remaining 373 oy 3837 What about
those people? Sometime you had
better take some really genuine
concern, now that you are on the
Opposition, now that you are in
the position,. You could have done
something about - i%t, because when
you were a Ministar in Gouvernment
that i1s when all the rules and
regulations were drawn up on the
Community Developmnant Program.
and what was the best thing that
MEES offered on Lhe Community
Develaopment Pragram when you were
in  Gaovernment? They made these
decisions which they criticized me
for two days ago in the House of
Assembly, Lhat you must be earning
tess than 75 percent in order 1o
gel on Comnunibty Development. I
did not make that rule, you did.

Change it then,

An Hon. Member:

will you?

ord Just waik. Who made

@ decision to put single parents

on the side of the sbktreeb picking
up garbage.
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An Hon. Member: You did.

Mr | Efford: Who made that
decision? I took that away. Yaou
talk about wmotivation. Who left
in the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador when they went out of
government 23,000 people dependent
on social assistance? Who 1left
that.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Efford: Tt was Lhat

administration under the
leadership of what we see sikEing
in the front row. Make no wonder
most of the members are gone.
They are ashamed to sit 1in the
House of fAssaembly and Jlislten Lo
this. There are 23,174 people on
social assistance now. That is
what we inherited, 23,174,

An Hon. Member: Oh, oh!

Mr., Efford: Can't you understand
english? I have a bilt of a Porl
de GCrave accent, but surely vyou
can understand {it. et me btall
you one thing, Sir, 1let me tell
the hon, the Mamber for Grand Bank
one thing, you will never gol me
to  say that I am ashamed of iy
Port de Grave accent. Do not ever
think that, Sir. I will heold wmy
head high with you any day in Lhe
week, do not worry aboul Lhal. Tt
got me this far and 14 will get me
a lot Further, I can assure you of
Lhat much .

But T can tell you one Lhing aboul
it, iF you are going to he din the
House of Assembly and you are
going Lo Eruly represent © Lhe
people of Newf oundland anc
Labrador, and vyou are going Lo
truly represent the people who are
less advantaged Lhan we are, Lkhen
let us hbe honest about it o owe
are qoing Lo stand up 1n Lthe House
of Assembly, and I will accepl the
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gquestion any day in the week, 1in
Fact I am bored sitting in iy seat
getting no questions. Anytime you
want to ask a question, I will
ansuter it. I know what - is
happening in the _ Department of
Social Services. I do not have to
run out behind the doors and get
on the phone and say, Deputy
Minister, tell me how many people
do we have on social -assistance,
how many sinagle parents do we hauve?

I know what 1is going on in iy own
district, I know what is .going on
in the Province, unlike Lhe Member
from Humber Easit, who did not even
know how many single parents are
in Corner RBrook, let alone in the
Province.

Do  you know, 'out of the 6500
single parents, how many of those
people are able-bodied? Do vyou
know how many are able-bodied, can
actually go to work? No, that she
does not know. Let me tell you.
3,300 out of * the 6,500 are
able~bodied. How  many out of
those numbers actually can go into
the ‘work force? How many? -
2700, Because oF children and
they cannol get | baby sitting
seirvices,

You have to l1ook at your numbers,
you have Lo do your research.
That 1s another lesson you should
Lake From the Opposition. Never
ask a question in  the House of
Assembly unlass Yyou knaw Lhe
gnswer, 1 will give you that tip.
en you would nob be making so
mary  mistakes in  the House of
Assembly . Probably you would be
helping some peopls. So, it is
Fine to sit ouer there and
criticize, but the people aut
Lhere realize what 1t is all aboulk.

Mr. Chairman, I cannot stand on my
Feel angd sit down again willhout
making reference Lo what 1 have 1in
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my hand. I cannot. And it is not
humorous all the time when you are
dealing with it, because I have =a
clientele that I am dealing with
on a day-to-day basis and when -

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible) .

Mr. Efford: No pickles at Lhe
Cabot Room at Hokel Newfoundland,
none, Sir. I will neyap do
anything that I am ashamed of
doing, and 1 am not ashamed Lo
admit it. bet me tell you, if [
had some of Lhe money Gthat has
qone into just Lhe lighting
structure of Lthis alone to glive to
same of Lthe single parenks - how
much, $6- million e pul the
lighting in there? IF [ had Lhe
$23 million, how  many single
parents could T put Lthrough a
retraining program in scheol?
Instead of - opening up a book and
the first thing you look al on the
first page 1is Bev's Favorite Dip,
that type of thing. T have Lo say
no to single parents and Lo Lhe
hungry in this Province, and I
open up my desk and look alb that.
Cucumber €ooler: Boy, oh boy, oh
boy.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Efford: Mr. Chalrman, 1 could
It is ltoo bad that I
am in the House of Assembly and
Lhere are people 1in Lthe audienca,
Believe me, you would gel your
Bev's Dip. I canm assure you Lhat,
M Chairman. I know whal Lhe
Former Minister ol Social
Services ' capabilities Wi re 1
inherited his Job. [ dnherited
his office, I inherited the
administration, I inherited the
mass, and 1T have been 18 months
gince trying Lo straighten it oulk.

An Hon. Member: No woncder you are
working 18 months (inaudible).
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Mr. Efford: Talk about used to
the Cabot Room at Hotel
Newfoundland . I was there 18
months before I could figure out
what this little gadget was to
automatically turn on the TV, I
thought 1t was & TV over in the
corner., I was not used to that
kind of style where I come from.

An Hon,
microwave, was 1t?

Mr. Efford: I walked into another
room and I saw this big black
machine in the c¢orner with all
these gadgets on 1it, walked din
another roam and Saw a
refrigerator. I could not (igure
out what I would need that fFor. I
do not have time to get clear of
tny phone, let alone go out to the
microwave oven, or out to the
refrigerator, or out to the bar.
How could you possibly as Minister
of Social Services get time to use
the like of that?

An Hon. Membear:
of pickles, yes?

To get a bhottle

Some _Hon., Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Efford: I walked in another
room,

An Han ., pickle

Factary.

Member The

Me.  Efford: When I stopped Lo
find my way around the office, T
walked in  another room  and L
opened the door. The refrigerator
was  Lthere and there was a fow
pictures and old stuff there, 1
did nok mind that, that was using
space, it used to be in storage.
I opened another door and I walked
into this big fFancy bathroom and
shower basin.

Whak?

some Hon. Members: kWhak?
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Member It was not a

Mr. Efford: Now I am the Minister
of Social Services. [ am supposad
to be representing the poor of Lhe
Province, and look what I have to
walk into. Did I build the
bathroom? Did I build the
{inaudible) . You talk about Lhe
hon. the Member from Humber East.
Is that the type of things we are
concerned about, or the people of
the Province? If we had the
monies to do ik, we had ihe
monies, Mr. Chairman, " to give to
the poor of the Province, et me
tell you something else 1
inherited, an average Family of
four. ..

An__Hon. Member: Did you find the
camera?

Mr . EFFord: I found dit, after

several
recorder and by Lthe microphone, by
one of those things you record on,
by the YCR under anolkher
television.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr Efford: Under another

television.

An_Hon. Member: Was it a colored
TV?

Mr. Efford: Let me Ltell you what
I inherited, let me tell you what
the former administration i
praising.- up, and why T should
encourage single parents Lo slay
on  social assistance -  $4Y5  a
month for a {amily of threo, 474
a month, And do  you want Lo
seriously
that I, ‘as Minisker of
Services, should encourage
parents to stay on social
assistance? Give bthem Lhe $1L1%5,
just give 1t ko them, never wind
the 5,700 who are Jiving on $47%
or less, give Lhe peaople who are
recelving maintenance $115, What

Social
single

(Ewaning)
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are we up to? $475 and $11h -
$590. Now take the $590 and start
dividing 1t down, What do they
get out of it? They have two kids
to put in school. They have to
buy clothes. They have to pay
their food bill. They have to buy
the essential things of 1ife which
they need, day-to-day basics,
toiletries. Split that Ffour or
five hundred and fifty out. Now
what am I offering them instead of
that?

No idincentive, Make no wonder we
gelt Families depressed and we get
single moms depressed and sitting
hame  wikh nothing to do, ne
stimulation For themselves ar
their children. Make no wonder
you would, Four hundred and
seventy five dollars a month, I
spend that some weelks on
antertainment, and I axpect
another family to live on 1it?

If I am going Lo continue on with

that, then I am.nothing less than '

a hypocrite. _ If I am going to
stand in this House of Assembly
and say Lthat I can go out on the
weekend and I can spend TFour or
five hundred dollars and 1 expect
a single mom with Ltwo children to
live an Lhat, then -1 am a
hypocrite,

I want Lo hope that the single
parenks ofF this Province get
something bettber, and one of Lhe
bebiter Lthings you can offar them
is to start recognizing that there
is a problem and ofFer them some
independence: give them back some
initiative, give thein back some
pride din  themselves, give them
some aopportunity. They are human
beings and they deserve an
opportunity, they deserve a better
chance at life.

One of the things, and the former
minister knows full well what I an
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saying, the very least.. you can
offer them, 1s a Jjob on community
development programs., That 13 the
least vyou can offer thuem. The
very least.

An_ Hon. Member: In what way
(inaudible).

Efford: The very least. Five
dollars and thirty five cents an
hour . The .hon. Member, the hon.
Member who 1s so concerned about
the food banks, 1l1ek me read a
little poem to the Hon. Memnber.
The Member spoke of food banks, /He
spoke with aquiet reverance,/The
poor, he said, were often on his
mind, /Not his whopping severance . "

Some Hon. Members: Hear! Hear !

Efford: Mr. Chairman, I tell
the Hon. Member over Lthere, when
he is talking abhout the  food
bhanks, think about Lhe strelch
limousines, the fifty dollar -
cigars, the two hundred and Fifty
dollar tips, the hundred thousand
dollar severance pay, and so on
and so on. If we are going to be
straight, 1if we are going to shoot
From the hip, let us start
shooting and be able Lo take Lthe
bullets as they are coming at us.
Let us not be one-sided.

But I can tell the hon. Member, 1
can tell every hon. Member on Lhat
side of the House of pssembly,
that when a single parent, or a

poar  person  or  family din Llhis

Province is ol Ferad somekhing
better, they dre willing Lo lLake
advantage of 1it. e least you
can do ds start offering. Do not
force it down their throals and
say this 1is the only {thing 1 am
goilng to give you. [ am going to
give you social assistance and
nokthing alse. I am going Lo
encourage you. I am going o
support  you. L am not going Lo
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say Lto you, that 1is where you
should stay, on social
assistance. That 15 wrong. One
of the questions your people asked
me Lthe other day 1in Corner Brook
was What about. single parents?
They have children. How can they
go to work and have kids? Who 1is
going to ' pay for the baby
sitting services? Do you
realize you have been their
representative for ten years and
you never oncea conveyed the
message to the single moms in your
district that the Department of
Social Services will pay for baby
sitting services, for day care?
You did not tell them that, yet
you will stand up here in  the
House of Assembly and you will
point your finger at me.

An Hon. Member: You have social

workers.

Mr. Efford: I have what? I hope
we ¢do  have social workers. We
have fifty more now than you had
when you were minister., I hope we
do have
something alse, We have
implemented training programs For
social workers. This is Lhe first
time euer 1in  the Department of
Social Services since
Confederation. So do not get me
started on you, Sir.

Whalt we are talking about, Mr.
Chairman, is the right thing to do
For Lhe people of Lthe Province,
the right administration, the
righl  direction Lo show people,
and not  only people on social
assistance. Every minister in
Cabinet c¢an do the same thing.
Let me tell you, M™Mr. Chairman,
very clearly that when we leave
Lhe House of Assembly, whenever it
may be, 1in 2040 or 2045, I can
assure you bthere will be nothing
like Mount Pearl, like this. Aand
i there are any extra millions of
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dollars to go around we will not
be putting 1t in cucumber pots, we
will put it in the peockels of the
poor, Mr. Chairman, .
An Hon. Member: There will be no
limousines.

Mp . Efford: There will be no
stretch limousines - use the
correct word, stretch limousines.
Mr. Chairman, I know why there are
no questions being asked,

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. tfford:’ I

them. Let me tell you

realize, M
therea are "o
questions heing askad ol Lhe
Minister of Social Services. I
realize why, because the hon. the
Member for Humber East has not
done her homework. For sevenkeen

years she had not done 1t Andg
she 1is sure not going Lo do .1l 1in
Opposition, because she will not
get the information hy calling
this minister, Jlet me assure you.
If she wants me Lo meet with her
people, I will meet with -her,
anytime I will meet with  her
people. You will not be barred if
your people requesht it, bubt 17 you
phone me directly, that will bhe a
different story. Mhank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Chailrman, why

Mr. Chairman: Ordeor, pleases!

The honorable the Member for. Grand
Bank .

Mr . Matthews: Thank you, M
Chairman, Mr,  Chairman, Jelt ne
begin by saying vyes, we realize
the Progressive Conservaltive Parly
was 1in power 1in this Prouvince laopf
seveénlteen years. But in scventeen
years Lhey did not  begcomng  as
arrogant as Lhis crowd. became in
seventeen months, [ will tell you
that. We saw that admintstralion
come Lo power on  all kinds of
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election promises, whalk they were the Opposition of the day spsaking
going to do for the people ot this in Ffavour of the Ombudsman heing
Province, and what have we seen? appointed for a term of Lten ysars
If you ever saw a move towards a | -~ three members, Who were they?
closaed Government, Mr. Chairman, The now Minister of Fisheries is
it is over here: doing away with one, the now  Speaker of the
the ombudsman,; policemen on doors l.egislature was two, and there was
with nightsticks keeping MHAs from one other. Who was it?

meetings . That 1is what we are

faced with din this Legislature. An_ Hon. Memher: The Minister of
That 1is what we are faced with. Forestry.

What a farce! What a farce!

. Mr. Matthews: The Minister of
An Hon. Member: (Inaudible). Forestry. Now even though you are
. going to abolish the Ombudsman, as
Mr. Matthews: Now, Mr. Chairman, ‘has been pointed ouk already this
I would fFor the Jewel on the evening, you are going to pay him
backbenches to be quite. He goes for the ten year period anyway.
around telling people he 1s Lhe %o he may not serve his ten years,
jewel of the backbenches. Yes, we “but it going to cost the taxpayers
know what a jewel the rest of them of this Province ten years 1in
over there thinks he 1is. That 1is wages for what you are doing.
why he 1is no longer chairman of - .
caucus . Hae should be quite now. An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).
He should be quite. Now, Mr. s
Chairman - Mr. Matthews: Oh yes. Oh  yes.
‘ That 135 what it is going to costh
An Hon. Member: (Inaudible}). ' you . How mych did Valdinanis,
cost? How much did Valdmanis cost?

Mr. Mattheows: Yes, we have seen

that. Let’ me talk about the Hon. Member: Were you paying

Cimbudsman, M, Chairman. Four

yaars Ao, the Omiucd sman Was

appointed by this Legislature, a Mr. Matthews: How much did Lhe

unanimous appointment [y all chocolate factory cost, and the

members of this Legislature, many rubber factory? Mo much? H o

of whom are right here tLtonight, much did it cost the Province?

ancl I helieve the Minister of

Social Services might have bheen An_ Hon. Member: Not as wmuach @s

one of them - he might have been. Bill Sprung.

Yes, he voled +or 1it. A unanimous

vola, We advertised For the Mr. Matthews: No? Mayine 1L did

Ombucdsman as much as we advertised not . 1 will be the firsl Lo admnil

For Doug House, that Sprung coslt Lhe Government
money that it should not  have

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! cost, [ will be the firslt Lo adinit-
i, but I will gquaraniee you one

Mr. Matthews: We advertised ULhe thing, that this admninistration is

Ombucdsman's job  as  much as we naw spending millions of dollars

acdvertised For Dr. Doug Housa. on an Economic Recovery Commnissiaon

What 1 awm saying is that 1t was a Lhat, at the end of the day, will

UManimous appeintinent of Lhis be 1he Liberal Gouvernment's Sprundg.

. Legislature, with Lhree moanbers aof
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I said last year in a debate 1in
Lhis  House that 1t 1is Ffine ko
stand 1in  your places and knock
Sprung, but with . each
administration and gach
Covernment, with passing months
and years, there will always be
something else that will roll off
the tongues of the electorate
about whatever administration it
is. There will be one that will
roll af f the tonques of
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
about this administration. Tt 1is
starting to slip off the tongques
already, after eighteen months.

suggesh Lo hon. Members
that they should c¢ontrol their
exuberance and their arrogance.
Because I can tell you something,
there was a noticeable difference
in the attitude of Members
opposite in October month than in
June month. I can tell you there
WES a big difference in the
attitude and the feelings over
there, You might come  back this
evening in a chipper, up-mood, but
I can tell you you are not a very
happy lot, nor should you be. Nor
should you be, because in eighteen
months you have done more
Financial damage Lo +his Province
than has been done 1in the past
eighteen years - eighteen years.

I would

Some Hon, Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, Matbhews: T wanlk Lo comment
aboult a few obther Lhings the
Ministbear at Social Services
brought up.  When he was cver here
I really thought he carcd about
the people of this Province and
thae poor. I really thought he
caread, He fooled me like he
Foolad a lot ofF olther
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.
But irF he 1is sincaere aboulk cukting
fat -

An Hon, Member: (Inaudible).
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Mr. Matthews: Oh yes, as hard as
it was I listensd to you. I have
heard many times before about
Bev's special dip, and this and
that and something else. tvery
time you get up you talk about it.

I would say there are a lobk of
people out around Newfoundland
today who would like some of that
dip, it would probably get them
through the night without Dbeing
hungary But T will guarantee yaou
one thing, they will not buy any
dip by vyou taking 115 bucks a
month off them, And that is what
you did, you tool $115 a month
away from them, :

An Hon. Member: We gave then
twice as much.

Mr. Matthews: You did nol give
them twice as much of anylthing.

o

An  Hon. Member: We gauve Lhem
dignity along with their money.

Mr. Matthews: {ignity at what?

An Hon. Member: Work.

M-, Matthews : Work atl what?
Education? e only werrk yaou
brought forward, and I do not know
what tne raal meaning or reason
For it is, 1is c¢learing brush. Now
it might e connec Lad wilkh
something that has happencd ouver
Lhe laslt faw months, T am ol
SUre . But there +is a rolncidence
between Lthe brush «clearing and
what happened Lo you. Now T did
not run into bthe wmoose, you did,
and shortly thereafter there dis
brush clearing all over- Lthe
Province so that people can sen
moose when they dart out Lowards
the highway. That ds what you
of Fer people, clearing brush. And
if that is the best you can stand
in Lhis Legislature and boast
about, taking $1L%  Ffrom. single
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parents and clearing brush, I make
no wonder you quote Frrom . Lhe
pickle book.

The other thing I would 1like +to
tell the Minister of Social
Services, since he got down 1in the
gutter wilkth my colleague, 1s that
I am telling you something -
Efford:

(Inaudible) ..

Mr. Matthews: No, you did not get
down with her, .because she would
not have you there with her,

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Matthews: Cld chicken wings
better be careful up there. He
should be careful, because he has
gotten himself in trouble a number
of times din Lthis House already.
He dis only a&a rookie, I realize
that, but he should be careful.

But I want Lo say to the Minister-

ofF  Social Services there are mare
people on social -services in tLthis
Province today than there has euapr
heen before. Now he talked about
how  many  were
inherited the mess. Well, there
is a bigger mess today under your
acdministration, = Mr, Minister;
Lhousands more people Loday on
social assistance Lhan were Lthere
on May 5, 1989 - thousands more.

And let me tell you something else
abolt it that your cdistrict
ol Fices oulk and about this
Province do not_have a big enough
budget; you have cul them Lo Lhe
bone and they are not able to
service their clientele around the
communities . Ainy Social Services
of Fice with long distance calls Lo
be made do not have enough money
Lo he able to service Lhe
clientele,

An Hon. Member: Oh!
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there when he

Mr. Matthews: Now vyou can 'oh,
oh', all you like. I do nol care
how often you get up. They do not
have enough money 1in the Social
Services office to be able to make
long distance calls to social
assistance recipients they want to.
service 1in this Province. Now
that dis the +truth of 4it, if you
want to know, You can get up all
you like, you siill will not alter
that fact. No more that is wrong
Bill, that 1is the right B4i1ll. The
same as you sneaked the Lelex out
cver- the wires on the single
parents issue. You ofid not
announce 1t, you sneaked 1t out
over Lhe wires through your Fag
machine, and the people who wers
being affected got the notice 1in
their envelopes or heard on Lthe
news that 1t was coming inko
effect October 1, That 1s caring
and compassion and openness, that
is communication and consultation,
that is doing guarybthing

aboveboard. But, then, how can it
be expected.

Now let me say Lo the Minisbker
that if he seriocusly cares abouil -
do you think vyou are impressing
someone by spitting out nunbers?
I am telling you whalb dis happening
out and about the cural
communities of this Province, No,
I am not making 1t up as 1 qo. 1
know in some areas and comnunities
of  this Province collect calls
have to be made by people who c¢an
least afford il - accept collect
calls. T oanm telling vyou, John,
you Lthink vyou know @il +thal ids
going on out there, but you do nat.

Now 1if you really want ko geb out
and help the poor, 1 an telling
the Ltruth. If you de nol  know
that, you do not know everylhing
about Social Services and what 1s
going on.

An Hon. Meimber: (Inaudible) .
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Mr. Matthews: No,— they are not
only giving me the dinformation,
they are giving other members the
information, as well.

An Hon. Member: That is wrong.

Mr. Matthews: You would like it
to be wrong, and I can understand
that.

An_ Hon. Member. How many calls

did you get on that subject?

On what subject?

Mr. Matthews:

An Hon. Member: The one you are

talking about .

hWhat is that,
single parents? I got too many
calls on it I should not have
gqotten either one. One 1is too
many, because it should not have
been done. You are hurting those
who can least afford it

M. Matthews :

Now we are here tonight to talk
aboutl a _loan bill, some  $325
million dollars that Government
lelft an the Order Paper since last

spring.

An_ Hon. Member: I got too many.
I brough% +dit up in Lhe House the
other day, if you had baen
listening. You do not pay
attention to what is going on.

Mr, Matthews: I do not kXnow why
some maembers on the other side do
not - maybe they are not alfforded
the opportunity to speak, 1 do notl
know. BTt why do they not qget up
and participate in debate? It 1is
prelbty serious stuff. We are here
in a Province MO that is
projecting a $120 wmillion deficit
and the Government 1s here asking
us Lo pass a loan Dbill of some
$32%  million. That is pretty
serious stufr, particularly From a
Governmment who Lold the Province
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they were going Lo have
million surplus this year.

Let me just go over the financial

record of this Government, In

1989-1990, the Minister of Finance

stood in his place with his first’
Budget, which in essence, for the

most part, was our Budget. They

came into power and brought 1t in,

and at the end of it they

announced, 1 believe, somewheare

about a $90 million surplus.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible).

Mr. Matthews: No, bul he pub $20

million din the pension funds onr
something, so that lefl b©hinm wikh
about $7 million. That was last
spring. In vyour Budget Speech
this spring you said you were
pleased to report te the people of
this Province that you had a $70
million surplus, and Lhey  just
ahbout beat the tops of Lheir desks
over there. Then you wenlk on and
delivered your Budget Speech and
said +that alt the end oF this
fiscal year you were goling to have
a $10 mwillion surplus. fhen  bthe
Premier came on din  August and
said, 'we are going to hava a $120
million deficit' - a $130 million,
diftference in six months. ’

Ms. Verge: In ltwoe monkhs.

Mr. Matthews: I mean [(Mrom  when
Lhe $10 million surplus AHL S
announced, Half way through Lhe
Fiscal year, we sce a $130 wmillion
change . Then, of course, they pul
out the orders Lo fFrecze olbF on
ecducation and the Province gues
into turmoil; and thesy go oubk Lo
the health care people and say,
Well, vyou know best what Lo do but
there 1t is, You operale nexl
yaar on Lhis year's dollars. Witkh
inflation, workers' compensabiion,
salary increases and all bLhalk, ynu
are only gebling 1990 dollars. 50
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tell ws what the situation is
going to be, because you know best.

Then they come back and tell Uthe
government and the people of the
Province what it is going to mean,
that there are going to be
layoffs, there are going to be bed
¢losures, and the Premier for the
last two days stood in his place
and said that 1ds not necessarily
$0, In the 1last +two days it
seemed as if the Premier started
to back off a bit.

Maybe his’® economic statement of
August might not bhe as serious he
was saying. It might not bhe that
serious now. He 1s starting to
hack off a bit now that he sees
what is happening, with people
coming and shouting his doors
down. - We have seen +that: happen
with him before. He does not like
that kind of situation. We saw
Lhakt happen when the people of
Grand Bank wanted their fish plant
kept open.
So it makes you wonder, M
Chairman, what we are doing here
debating a t325 million loan
bill. I do not knew if I want Lo
pass a loan bill of any amounlt to
turn  over to  Lhis Minister of
Finance, because you really do not
know what he 1s going to do wikh
itoaor what the situation might be
in another four months. Mayvhe it
be a $50 willion deficit.
Maybhe 1t will be & 4200 million
deficit. I do not know.

But can you beliesve a Minister of
Finance who stood in his place a
few months ago and talked about a
$10 million surplus and it dis now
a $.20 million deficik, and after
taking about $180 million in new
Laxes From the people oF  this
Province in Lo budgetls he ds
skill saying we could be bebwean a
BPL20 and a $150 million delfdicit?

-
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The other interesting thing is,
where did the surplus come From
last vyear? Where did 41 come
from? The President of Treasury
Board would know. Where did 1t
come from?

The people.

Mr. Hon. Member:

Mr. Matthews: The people. Oh.
Seventy million dollars extra came
From the people. Well if that is
correct, if the President  of
Treasury Board says & $70 willion
surplus came from the peaple,
there was no need to tax Lhem an
additional $100 million lasl year,
you could have taxed Lthom $30
million and had a balanced budget
or a projected balanced budgel.

An Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Mr. Matthews: People in southern

Ontario. Oh't Because firslk when
you said it you sort of dindicalad
it Was Newfoundlanders 8.
Labradorians. But I krnew where 1t
came from, so alt leaslt you are
being up-front with 1t all. But
what I am saying dis, how can we
trust bhis Minister of financs?

In his First Budgal he tried Lo
argue to Lthe people of
Noewfoundland &  Labrador that we
were not the highest Laxed people
in Canada. I am sure we can all
remember bthat, Remember when  he
tried to btell us we w2re nob Lhe
highest lLaxed people 1in  Canada,
and then he ok Pressure and
pressure and pressurea?

What did hre admit Lhen _on
television all AcCross Ehis
Province? That he did no:
understand Lhe Formula far
calculating tLax. Remember? What
did we gelb 1in his Budgelk? A naw
payroll Lax. NOW when Lhe
Minister announcoed 1k and Cone
back, and when we scrultinized Lhe
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Budget and asked him who would pay
it, he did not know. What for?
He did not know. We went through
five or six weeks of the payroll
tax and he did not know, and
consequently no one else din the
Province knew who would be paying
or for what.

Seriously, 1is 1t any wonder that
we are facing a $120 million
deficit with that kind of behavior
by our Minister of Finance? Is it
any wonder? The Minister of
Social Services probably thinks he
is doing a wondertul job, but how
can he defend things 1like that?
How can you?

I want to refer to the Minister of
Forestry and a few things he
said. He said a number of things,
“you know. He made comments about
mny calleague from Humber East
going to a meeting in Corner
Brook, which she should have

done. I would say 1f it had been
most of us in this Legislature, we
would probably have been locked

up . I will tell vyou there would
have hac to have been a big
policeman when [ would nobt have
gone to the door. I will tell you
that. and he would have had to
have had a big nightstick when I
would not have gone to the door.

please!

Mr Chailrman: Order,

Order, please!

An Hon, Mamber It is your
imagination. It was in your
imagination,

An Hon. Member: What kind of a
motor is attached to your mouth?

Mr., Matthews: Mr . Chairman, what
I was going Lo say is that if
thera Wa s anything that the
Minister of  Juslbice could have
done in Corner Brook Lo guarantee
the re-election of the Member [aor
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Humber East, he did it on Tuesday
night. He caused more political
damage in the Corner Brook area
than anything else that could have
been done.

Now we know the Member for Humber
East defeated the Premier last
time, and she will defeat whoever
runs against her next time. Lat
me tell you something. The
Minister of Justice +dis not held in
very good stead in Corner Brook
now, but after Tuesday night I
will gquarantee you he 18 in hig
trouble.

An Hon. Member: I could 9o home

-stop her from

and beat her next time.

Mr. Matthews: You hacd a Jjob to
beat where you were. I would say
the only thing you will beat the
nexkt time will he a drum, and you
will be singing Happy Birthday up
at Nickerbockers,

I just want td mention Lo Lhe
Minister of Forestry an editorial
in Lthe Western Skar today, Litled
‘Uerge left out'. I dusl want Lo
tell Lhe Minister, and read a
little. T+ seems Lthe Liberal
Government cannok tLtake a libktle
criticism. In the meeting Tuesday
night in Corner Brook, halbwean
Educatinn Minister Phil Warren,
Justice Minister Paul Dicks and
comnunity, municipal, and business
leaders, pains apparaenl ly W e e
Laken to shield Lthe Governmenl
Ministers From any polibical jabs
from Lynn Verge, P.C. lLegislative
Member for Humber East.' Then ik
goes on and says, 'Stopping Verge
on the steps of Ciky Hall did not
continuing har
campaign ko stop thae analgamabion
of  Fisher and Weslern Communilty
College. Indeed, it wmay  have
served only ta fan the [lames euen
higher. ' '
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|
Now I want Lo say to the Minister
of Justice -

|
Some Hon. Members:
|

Oh, oh!

Mr. Matthews: Mr. Chairman, let
me just tell Members opposite that
the only way they are trying to
defend this action, which I am
sure mast of them find despicable,
is to laugh about it. Because I
am sure that a lot of Lthem over
there cannot
Minister of Justice and a Minister
of . Education, on  an educational
matter as serious as this one has
been to Corner Brook, and I know
whalk it has meant to them, because
I was minister before and met with
the bhoard a few times.

An Hon. Member:

How many Liberals
(inaucdible)?

Mr. Matthews: I did not question
‘whether they were Liberals when
they wenk to my meetings. I did
not question how many Liberals
waere Lhere, When the board sel up
a meeting for me, 1 went Lo meet
wibh whoever was Lthere, and I did
not care 1if they were Liberal, or
Rhinoceros, or New Democrat.

An Hon. Member: And 1F the board
said no, they did not come in?

Mr, Matthews: The hoard had no
reason ko say noe when T owas going
to a meelting, hecause Lthey knew I
did not care who I met wikh.

An_ Hon. Member: Why would  vyou
want to  go  where you were not
inuited? I am just wondering, why
would vyou want te dimpose yourself
when {(inaudible).

My, Maltthews: Why would you want
ko a somewhere Yo B&re not
invited? Because some of us have
the fdinkestinal Fortitude to be in
placeas Al Lhinlk  we shoulel e
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helieve that a

without being invited. That s a
good answer. Have you euer gana
to places in your district where
you were nobt  dinvited, and vyou
thought it Wi s in the hest
interests that you be there?

An_Hon. Member: No, because I am
not that 1ignorant. If 1 am not
invited, I (dinaudible).

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

An Hon. Member: You are afraid to
go,

Mr . Chairman:
Order, please!

Ordear, please!

Mr. Matthews: Well T am qoing Lo
tell you one think, if you are nrot
as ignorant, you are not showing
it here tonight.

Mr . Chairman: Order, pleasa!

Order, please!

I want to remind hon. Members that
itk is unparliamaentary Lo~ be
interjecting and interruplting )
speaker when he 1is addressing the
House .

Mr Matthews : Thank you, M.
Chairman, Mr. Chairman, I do nol
want complete silence. It does
not bother me Lthat the Minister of
Forestry is over there going an as
he always does, il does nol holbhoer
me one bit, becausce ta me 1l shows
just one Lhing, juslt how bhad he
feals ahout what happened ih
Corner Brook, how  bad  he Feels
along with a Int of others over
Lhere -~ a big policenan wilh a
nightstick protecting the Minister
of Justice.

1 ~want Lo go bhack to & comment
that [ think was made by Lhe
Mewber [lor St. John's Soulh, who
is nok now in his seat, aboul Lhe
Timousine . We all [ ot Lhe
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episode of the Ilimousine and the
tip, Uthe stretch limousine on a
trip somewhere +to the mainland.
Almost every second day you can dgo
down on the main steps of
Confederation Building and see the
Premier |lheing picked up by a
chauffeur, by a car
chauffeur-driven, a Government
car. Almost avery day! It
happened yesterday morning, as a
matter of fact. I saw it myself.
A fellow with a bhig hat on, in he
gets in the front, two of his boys
in the back, closes the door and
ol'f they drive, while the Taurus
is in the Premier's spot, which he
1s yetting %8000 a year for,
parked in the spot and he drives
away, chauffeur-driven.

The Member for Mount Scio-Bell
Island 1is wp there shaking his
head again. Now he was blaring
and hawling about the $1000 tip,
or the $1000 limousine aon  the
mainland. Now he 1is shaking his
head about 1dit down here Lo his
Premier.

Some Hon. Members We do not
believe you. We do not believe
Yyou .

Mr. Matthows: You do nokt believe
1t? You do not believe it
happened?

An Hon. Member: I do not believe
Cit. {Inaudible) table somae more
cosk (inaudible).

Mr. Malbthews: I do nolb care whal
you table. The thought that ds
important now is what this Premier
and this Government 1s incurring
on behalfF ofFf taxpayers of this
Province.

An -Hon. Member: You will not
table the $120 willion deficit.

Mr. Matthews: Fable whal expanses
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you are incurring. Like I said,
go back to Valdmanis. You have
been in Government now for 18
months, you have yaur second
budget 1in, the worst budget this
Province has ever saen. You said
it was the bhest. It turned out to
be the worst.

I quess it is 1like the nurse said
last night, which all the Province
S AW an television, when they
talked to the arrogant Minister of

Health who was being a little bit

of a showman because the cameras
were Lthere, being a little bit of
a showman, a little bit cocky.

An Hon. Member: Did a good Fjob
too.

Mr . Matthews: You cid N
excellent job for us. You did an
excellent for us. That nurse
looked him in the eyeball and she
said, Minister, 4if you want to
look at cutbacks and resbraint,
look at your own Premier. He ds
the highest paid Premier in
Canada . Why does he not start
with thimself? Thak 1% what the
people out 1n the Prouvince are
saying today, and everyday and
every hour they are saying 1i more
and more. That 1s why, by the
way, the members opposile -

Mr. Decker: How about giving up
per dieins, 125 bucks a day?

Mr. Matthews: T will give up my
per diems if you will give up your
minister's salary and Lurn in yaur
$8000 car. My per diems right now
mean  as much to me  as your
thirty-odd thousand dollar
minister's -salary, you sae, I't s
by comparison, it is all
relative. You give that up and [
will give up my per diems, gladly.

Mr. Flight: Whatl aboul your wmeal
allowance, will you give Lhabt up
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too?

Mr . Matthews: What meal allowance?

Mr ., Tobin: What about your
colleagues' What about their's.
How much is your (inaudible)?

Mr. Matthews: Hold on now. Just
leave them alone, Do you see the
reaction I got when I talked about
the Premier being the highest paid
in Canada? Do you spe the
reaction I got when I talked about
the Pramier being chaulffeur-driven
around this City?

Mr. Walsh: I am sorry. It 1is not
that I do not. believe the hon.
Member, bulb where [ have not seen
it, it is hard to accept.

Mr. Matthews: Let me tell vyou
somekthing. IFf you saw Lhe Premier
drive away 1in a chauffeur-driven
car you still would. not bhelieve
St You would say, Oh, it cannot
- be Clyde doing this. That 1s why
he thinks you are the jewel of the
backlbenches, boy, yaou believe
everything about him.

And then there ds a story going
around Lthese days, I do nol know
how true it 4is, about the Meech
lLake racket, how he went Lo ClLLawa
and parked a plane on the Ltarmac
F?r a week.

PWhat?

Some Hon. Members: What?

M-, Matthews: Yes, that 1s on the
ga, Loo. I do nol know 1iF it is
true ., I have not Dbeen able Lo
substantiate it. That is the only
thing I am not sure about.

fin Heon., Member: You should not be
saying it. It is like Lhe rest of
the stuff you are saying.

Mr. Matthews: I know Lthe rest
of the stuflF 4is correckt. This one
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"An Hon. Membher:

I am noet sure of. I ecannot
believe - no, Clyde would netl do
that. Tt would nol be 1in Lthe bast
interest of ~ the taxpayers . of
Newfoundland and Labrador. It
would not be responsible.

The President of Treasury Board, 1
am sure, would know. Did the
plane go up and come hack, or did
it - stay up there? The President
of Treasury Board, did the plane
‘go up and stay, or did Lhe plane
go up and come back?

Mr, R. @ylward: The Member For
Pleasantville would know, He was
up there with him. :

Mr Matthews: Pleasantuilla
knows, he was up there. The
Minister of Justice was up there,
Did we  keep the plane on the
“tarmac in Ottawa for a week while
Clyde Wells was up to supper with
Mulroney? ’

That 1s not waste! I will tell
you something - Lhe Minister of
Social Seryices has lelfk the
House, Mr. Chairman, 1 would 11ke
For euerybody Lo note. Is Lthat
the kind of waste, 1 wonder, +Lhat
poor John says they cut ouik? Make
no wonder he Teft Lhe House. e 1
said earlier, Mr. Chaleman, on Lhe
lips of every Newloundlander and
Labradorian, after a CGoverament i3
in power 50 long, Lhores are
cerktalin words that roll ofFF.

An Hon. Member: Sprung.

Mr. Matthews: Sprung. The only
ones today thalk Sprung rolls ol
reqularly are members af the
Government. Their only defence
for their own mismanagemenl 13 &0
talk aboul Sprunag. Rutt [ will
quarantee you -

(Inaudible) .
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Mr., Matthews: Yes, we could talk
about you for one, and your
incompetence . I am going to tell
you one thing, as I sat din  the
convention last weekend I said, My
God ! how right were the
Conservatives years ago when they
gave him the boot out of the
party? How right were they?

But there are going to be other
things roll off the tongues ~of
Newfoundlanders -~ it 1s starting
now, Every day, every hour, it is
getting worse for this
Government . fighteen months into
their term: Doug House, Economic
Recovery, limousines -—

Mr. Grimes: Limousines where?

Tobin: Here 1in front of the

Mr . Matthews: airplanes,

four-wheel drives.

An Hon. Member: - (Inaudible).

Mr . Matthews: No  tow hitches?

hat was wrong, too.

Mr . Chairman:
Order, please!

Order,

please!

The hon. Member's time is up.

Mp . Matbthews: Thank  you, M.
Chairman. T will get back to it
again.

Me, Chairman: e Hon. Ministker
of Health.

Mr. Chris Decker: I have heen
sitting here din my place, Mr.
Chairman, fFor Lhe past day
listening in this Filibuster,
which the opposition 1s trying to
carry out, bored out of my senses,
Listening to Fearnongering,
listening to half truths,
unsubstantiated accusations,
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listening to Opposition —menbers
get up with no concraete under
their feet whatsoever.

Mr. Chairman, when any Hon. Member
gets up in this House to speak he

“has Legislative dimmunity, he or

she can say things that he or she
will not be held responsible for
outside this Hon. House.

Opposition Members are using that
immunity to say things which they
would neyer dream of saying
outside this Chamber. Thay spout
of f unsubstantiated statemenls .
They use the truth as iFf 1t was
something you could kick around in
the qutter. They misrepresent
facts as if they were truth., And,
Mr. Chairman, the quote of the
week, which sums up the atlitude
of that Opposition, which sums up
the kind of game they have besn
involuved 1in ever since bthey were
booted out of office & fTew short
montns ago, the quote of &he week
was just made by the Hon. Menber -
fFrom Grand Bank when he saild, I da
not know 1if 4t d1s true. And he
did not say it with wmany words,
but it was obvious from his
abtitude, From his arrogance Lhak
he did not  care whelther 11 was
true or nok, Mr. Chairman. He did
not know if 1t was true and he did
not care 1f 1L was true.

Now that is whal is happening ouver
there. That 1is what 1is happening
in this filibuster. That ds  the
kind af thing Lthe Oppaosition is
doing in order Lo prolong debale
on this particular 8111,

Mr. Matthews: f point of order,
Mr., Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Order, pleoase!

Ihe Hon. the Member Fuor  Grand
Bank, on & point of ordor.
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Mr. Matthews: Mr. Chairman, the
Minister is making some statements
herae. I asked auestions of the
President of Treasury Board which
ne could have answered and which

he refused to answer, particularly

~about the aircraft, and I would
say the silence was deafening.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

There 1is no point of order, The
Hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr. Decker: Speaker, as I was
saying before I was interrupted on
thalbl frivolous point of order, I
was trying te use an illustration
ko s how Lhe attitude of the
Opposition. They have more
research assistants than ever we
had when we were 1in Opposition,
and they have research assistants
because of our policy of fairness
and balance. [ wonder what those
research assistants are doing.
When you hear the half truths, the
insinuations, the fabrications
that are coming from the other
side of tLhe House without being
substantiated, I have Lo wonder if
we are not ‘wasting a lot of the

taxpayers' money by paying those

research assistants,

What ars they doing over there?
What thaey are doing over there is
wasting the money, The leader of
Lhe Opposition, L believe,
personiftied 1t best of all the
other day  when he got up and
accused this Government of c¢losing
bwenty -Five hads in Lhe
Pentecostal Nursing Home - din
Clarke's Baach. lhat was Lhe
accugsation he made.

I went back to the Department of
Health - frankly, I did not know
anything about. those beds being
closed, [ was nobt awarse of ik
happening -~ and T discovered Che
beds were cloted in 1988, when Lhe
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administration Wi g in
crilicizing

previous
power, S0 he is
himself .

Now if I were over there and a
researcher working for the
Opposition had given me that kind
of information, the researcher
would no longer be there, Lhe
researcher would be dismissed and
he would be replaced by &
nincompoop who you could probably
get for a considerably less amount
of money than we are paying the
rasearchers the Opposition have
over thera,

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have beaon
sitting here, as I said, 1in this
filibuster, when the Opposition s
not really adding anything Lo Lhe
debate . They are not addressing
this loan bill, all they are doing
is wandering off all over the
place going on with half-truihs
which they cannol substantiate,
As . Lhe hon. Member who  spoke
before me pointed out, he did not
know 1F it was true or not and he
did not care whether 4t was Lruc
or nok . Ir that 18 nok A
despicable Lhing to be happening
Lo Her Majesty's loyal Opposition,
than 1 do not know whatlt is. Maybe
loyal obstructionists might bo a
more appropriate term Lo pul on
those hon. members. ’

Now, Mr: Chairman, U am qgoing (o
attempt Lo pul dinto perepeclive
same of  bhe things thalb have hoon
happening [in this Province {or 1 hno
past 16, 1/ or 18 wmonkhs, howeuvore
long 4t ds  Lhat we have becn din
Govermnent . We™ all - know what
happened on Aprdil 20, 1989; Lhe
people af Lthis Province said we
cannol take 1& any more. We have
had enough  of Fal  cigars and
stretch limousines  and CUC e
pakches and high highFalulkin
schemes and world travel: <some of
our winisters were bebler known in

(Fvending)




Moscow  than  they were 1n St.
John's, some of our members were
beltter known 1in Rome than was the
Pope, Mr. Chairman. They were
world travelers, they travelled
.all over the world, and on April
20th. the people of this Province
said we cannot take any more of
that, $0 they used their
democratic right and they turfed
them out of office. Then, we all
know, on May &5 the new Cabinet was
swarn 1in, and what did we have?
We had for the first time 1in
sguentean years a Liberal
Government .

Mpr Chairman, all know 1t is
Liberal 1in the political sense,
but quite apart from the political
sepse, what we saw sworn in on May
5th was a small 'l' Liberal party,
a small '1! progressive party.
Many members of that political
party, nyself included, are
slightly to the lefl of center: my

colleague, the Member from Gander, -

President of the Treasury Board,
Mr Chairman, his previous
Cdnuoluvement in politics shows that
he 1s considerably far left of
center; my colleague, the Minister
of Social Services, Far, far left
of  center; my colleague, the
Mirnister of Transportation, nok
guite as Tar left as myself and
the Minister ofFf Socilal Services,
nevertheless just slightly left of
ceanter; the hon., Lhe Minister of
Finance, again not quite as far
lefFt as Lhe Minister of Social
Servires and myself, but slightly
to Lthe left of center. That 1is
what was put in office sixteen
months ago. The Premier, Mr .
Chairman -

Ms Verqge: Way over on iLhe right.
Way over on the right.

Mr Decker: One minutbe " the
Oppositinn says he dis way off Lo
Lhe right -~ I Forgelt the word bthey
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use now - the next wminute he is
Attila the Hun, and the next
minute he dis. a raving left wing
maniac. So I do not know what 1s
happening. But I would say 1in
fairness that I would have to
classify the Premier, in political
terms, as pretty well dead center
of the road, the typical liberal,
the liberal tradition which goes
right on back to the early days of
England, when the Liberal Party
‘evolued.

The Minister of Education is
probably farther left than wmyself
or Lthe Minister of Social Services
or the Minister of Finance,
probably the Farthest lefrt
Minister of Education that we have
ever had. Now that is the kind of
Government which, on May 5, 1989,
took over the affairs of this
Province.

Now, Mr. Chairman, what did we
Find? Did we ever Find a ness.
If we had not heen people of
strong stomachs we would have
thrown up over the whole place.
We found school houses Falling
into the playgrounds, where there
were playgrounds. We sow haspital
bads that had neover heen open, yetb
they were bhuilt and Lhey were
sitting there. We saw & health
care system wikth mnot enough nursaes
ta attend Lo emargencies, let
alone attend ko Lhe normal
sicknesses which occur, We  sal
roads in lLiberal districks,
districts ‘that had been Liberal,
where people were waddling around
to their knees din mud. We saw &
Government which had been governed
by a Tory autocracy - 1s that Lhe
word? -

An Hon. Member: Yes,

Mr . Dacker: - who W s only
concerned about the people whao
elected them, in Lheir QN
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district. That 1is all they were
concerned about, They were so
tight, Lhey were so careful in the
way they administered this
Province that they would look at a
district like the Strait of Bell
Isle District and they would go
down through +the polls and they
would look at poll number one, a
part of Roddickton - they voted
liberal, forgelk them. They would
go to poll number two, which might
be another part of Roddickton, and
maybe there were a few extra
Lories there, and they would say,
mow this water and socwer money
must be spent on that side of the
harbour. That is how precise they
were, That 1is what happened.
That is the way this Province was
governed and, Mr. Chairman, they
talk about me. They talk about me
talking about a one—-term
government. Now I will put these
phrases in context.

When [- go Lthroughout the Province
and I meet with various groups in
the health care system, they are
S0 used to the previous
administration being so wrapped up
in politics that Lhey expeclt wme Lo
be the same. They expect all of
us “to be the same way. They were
daminated by politics. There was
only one thing which overran every
decision they made - will I get
re-alected 4f 1 do that? Not s
it For  the well-being aof  this
Province, not 4is it what we can
alFord, bubt what will it do to my
chancaes of being re-—-elected,
When Lthat question comes Lo  me,
Mr. Chairman, I say, [ am not the
" least bit concerned about getting
re-elected, I am going ko do what
I helieve is right as long as I am
Minister of Health, and that dis
the attitude of all my colleagues
in Cabinet. W are  nob swampad
with concern as Lo whether or notl
we ek re-aleclted, Wee e could nolk
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care less about getting
re-~glected. We are going Lo do
what we believe i3 right. But,
Mr. Chairman, the dronic thing
about it it that the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador are
saying we have a crowd 1in there
now who are doing what 1is right.
In the end, without even worrying
ahout it, without even caring
about 1it, we are guarankteeing that
we are going to be re-elected.
That 1is the dironic thing about
it. It is not the foremost thing
in  our wmind, Mr. Chairman, but
hecause we have so l1ittle concern
about it, the people oub Lthere are
amazed and pleased and they are
phoning auery  one of  us: our
phones are blocked day in and day
out with people telling us that we
are doing the right thing. We are
not aoverwhelmed. Everything we do
does not determine whebher or not
we are 'dgoing to get re-nlectad,
Mir. Chaivrman.

Now I want Lo walk the Members of
this House Lhrough  Ethe last
sixteen manths . To barrow &
phrase from a Former groat
politician who used to stand +in
this House, [ will walk Cthe Hon,
Mambers througlh, During =~ thege
past  sixteean months we began to
put into effect SO ol Lfte
Liberal policies we had  talked
about when we were 1in opposition,
some ofF Lhe Liberal policies that
were discontinued sovenleen yeurs
ago. MNow Lhe ouvearriding
philosophy which gouerned aricl
aftected and iinpacted u@an
averything we did Was this,
fFairness and balance. aAnd ifF hon.
Memhers were Lo look at our
budget, to leck al the way we
carried out these past sixteen
months, there 1s nowhere Lhat we
can bhe criticized for padding the
nesl  of  Liberal districts, Far
Ggluing Liberals preferential
tLreatmenl on Dig-money-paying
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boards. We have done everything
with fairness and balance. That
18 the way we have carried out
this Government for the last
sixteen months.

I. believe, M™Mr. Chairman, one of
the first examples of that could
he seen by what we did in Grand
Bank and St. Lawrence. When the
last budget came down, what was in
it for Grand Bank and St
LL.awrence? NMow Lthe Hon. Member
talks so loud about the Grand Bank
District. In St. Lawrence, as I
pointed out, there was an old
cottage hospital which the
previous administration Was
keaping alive as a cottage
hospital, simply and solely for
political reasons - simply Ffor
political reasons. I went down
and looked at 1it, and I made a
decision based on health matters.
Tt had nothing to do with politics
whatsoever, Mr. Chairman, nothing
to do with politics, and T said
this dis not 9good enough, we have
Lo make changes here, So I came

back o my colleagues and said
look at what 1is happening down 1in
St. Lawrence - a cottage hospital,
$ix or seven people on a ward, and
it ds net Fit, it is not a way to

delivaer heallkh care., And mny
colleaques were excited. They
said, lelk uwus do something about 1t
immediately. Not one person even
stopped For a minute Lo khink kthat
it was a Tory cistrict. It did
not come into anyone's nind.

Mr. Chairman, whal we did this
year W s put in the budget
$400,000 so that we can do the
engineering planning to build a
nursing home onke the old U.S.
Memorial Hospital in St .
l.awrence . That dis what we did.
That 1ds wvery good. In the old
days, Lhat would neyer have
happened 4if Lthe district was nol
on side. Brl in this day and agae,
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it would have bean considered
enough, But was it enough for
us? No, Mr. Chairman. I went
guer to Grand Bank and I
discovered that although we have
now put $400,000 dollars inte the
planning of St. Lawrence, the
hospital in Grand Bank was not up
to the kind of standard we want
for a community health care center
so I said to my colleaques, thers
is a problem in Grand Bank. They
said let's fix it, and they put
$250,000 1in the budgel last Spring
to -do the planning For a new
comnunity health care center for
Grand Bank. Not one ol ny
colleagues dared to mention Lhe
Fact or notice the fact Lthat it
was a Tory district. Now, M.
Chairman, that is not too bad for
one department to put 1into one
district.

But, Mr. Chairman, while I was on

the Burin Peninsula, what else did

I notice? I noticed Lhat 1in Unhe
district of the hon. the Member
From Burin Peninsula West there
was a regional  hospital with &
full wing that had never boen
opened -~ bheds never opcened, M,
Chairman. i came back Lo my
colleagues and I said there s a
hospital down there wilh the beds
not open. They said let's open
Lhem. Aind that 1s exactly whal wa
did. We took ancther . $ 100
million, or whalbever it was, and
whacked it into the Burin
Peninsula Hospital, and not one
single soul said 1L is & dary
district. Because the overriding
Ffactor, and it hurks Lhe
Opposition members, the overriding
philosophy 1is based on fTalirness
and balance. That is how we
operate.

During Lthese past sixteen monihs 1
have been doing all the things
that & Liberal Government wanled
Lo do. My hon. colleaque, Lhe
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Minister of Forestry, talked about
plaques. There are plaques
throughout this Province that I
have unveiled with my name on them
that my grandchildren will wonder
how 1in the name of goodness I
could have bheen in so many places
in such a short time as sixteen
months. There are plagues all
over the place. Right in
Roddickton now - it happens to be
a Liberal district, but that does
not matter because we still
practice fairness and balance - a
comnunily healih care center,
about $6 or $7 milliion dollars
wortn, which 1is now going up, and
on the great big sign - I believe
it is a red sign, or blue, it does
not really matter, 1t might bhe a
red - Roddickton Communiky Health
. Care Center, hon. C.R. Decker. We
did not even reallze or did not
care that it Was a Liberal
district when we did it, because
our averriding philosophy, Mr
Cnairman, 1s failrness and balance.

An Hon. Member: They pult a sign
up for you on Bell Island, too.

Mr. Decker: My colleague reminded
ne Rell Island. Again we went
out, - [ Alcohal and Drug
Dependency Coamnmission. We  went

over to the hospital 1din  Corner

Brook and discovered thaers was a
whole ward not being used. Notk
being  used, Mr, Chairman, And
then we discoverad there was no
cankter here For Alcoholics, Lo dry
out: Alcoholics. We heard aboul a
greal caenlbear which is up -~ oin
Ontarico, Beallwood Center, where
people who are sufFfering from the
disrase of alcoholism are taken in
and through caounselling and
through various educational
orograms, peaple are revived, [
said to the pecople ai Lhe ADDC,
let's put  ane in  Newfoundland.
And I said to my colleagues, let's
come  up wikth $F700,000 or $800,000
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dollars to put one of Lhose
centers in Newfoundland. Let's do
it thay said. lLet's o ik,
Because they are Liberals. And
right now in the Corner Brook, the
Humberwood Center, which is second
to none 1in this great Country of
ours, put there by a -lLiberal
Administration.

We announced that. We
that up when the
Government (inaudible).

Mr, Decker: Now T can go on down
through the 1dist, Mr. Chairman.
The hon. Lhe Member for  Huuthar
East cannot take the heat.

g point of order, Mr.

Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

The hon. Uthe Member for Humber
East, on a point of order.

The Minister of Heallh
is falsely taking credit For
having established the nAlcohol and
Drug Treatment Centoer, callad Lha
Humberwaod Cenlter, in Cerrnare
Brook. fis «a malklter ol fact, it
was the pPrevious P Goverronentl
that established that cenlber; il
was announced by the hon, John

Coliinsg when e was Minister of

Health, & couple of years ago.

Mr . Chairman: Order, pleasal
There is noe point of order, e
hon., Minister of Heallh.

fas my colleague, Lhe

Minister  of Foresbry

plaque says hon. Chris

Decker, Minister. Three hundraed

years Ffrom now  Lhat plague will

say Lhe hon . Chris Decker,
Minister.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!l  The
hon. Lthe menber For Humber Cask on
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a point of order.

I say, who cares?

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

There 1is no poiht of order. The
hon. the Minister of Health.

Mr, Decker: Now, Mr. Chairman I
can go on. I have a 1list there,
but time 1s getting short. We
added sixty-six salary units for
nurses 1in the hospitals. The air
sarvices 1in Labrador: I remember
the . minister responsible for
Labrador getbtting up and saying we
should not be paying a Grenfell
aircraft to pick up sick people in
Nain and Davis Inlet and Port Hope
Simpson and Makkovik, we should
not be using that because we are
subsidizing Lab Air, therefore,
Labr Adlr should be picking up these
people nokt this Government.

I said to my left wing colleagques
in Cahinet, there dis a problem in
Labrador and 1if we are going Lo
deliver s$ick people all over that
Coast, we need an airplane. They
said let us buy one, let us
charter one, or let us charter two
or whalevar we have to do, because
that is Liberal philosophy.

Mr. . .Simms: Why didn't you take
the one off the tarmac in Qttawa?

Mr . Decker: Speaking of Lhe
aircraft 4n Otlawa, 1f you will
allow me to digress For just a
minute, Mr . Chairman, about a
moenth ago I got off the regular
flight in Deer Lake, I was going
home For the weekend. I was met
by an employee of Atlantic
Airways, or whatever the charter
company was, and he sald Chris,
hoy, we are really poisoned with
you . I said, what did T do now?
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Well, he said, not you personally,
you in general, the Liberals. He
said, before you took offFice, two
or three times a week the charter
plane would leave St. John's, she
would stop down in Clarenville, a
little airport there, nice little
place, and drop off one of the
boys, she would drop down in
Springdale and drop off another
one of the boys, she would drop
down maybe in Gander before that,
and  when the full load was
dropped, back to 8t. John's.

Mr. Simms: and dropped of some
of you fellows, too.

Mr. Decker: That was the cover,
that was the beard - back Lo St.
John's to pick up another load of
the boys, then back +to Gander,
back to Grand falls. They ewven
had to build a special runway in
Grand Falls. . But he said since
you fellows have taken office,
hardly any charters, hardly any
business. We are upset with you.
But, he said, I have Lo be honast
about it. What vyou are doing
makes a lot more sense,

Some Hon, Members: Ooh, yes!

Now, Mr. Chailrman,

is over. For sixleen

months, as Lhe hon. Mewber pointed

out, I Was @ verilable Sanla

Claus, going around giving out

good Liberal things, endorsing

good Liberal philosophy. Now what

happens? '

Mr. Tobin: A point of order, Mr,
Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Order, pleasg!

The hon. the Memnmber for Burin -
Placentia West, on  a poinkt  ofF
order.

The Minisber of Heallbh
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.-- just made an accusation in  this

House, what someone abk Provincial
Airways said. Would the Minister
care to name thalb person? Will he
be honest, and come clean and:tell
us the name of the person who said
it?

Mr. Chairman: Order, please!

There 15 no point of order.

Mr. Decker: Mr. Chairman, I was
doing all the things that a
Liberal Government should deo. Now
all of a sudden our progressive
march, our small 1! liberal
march, slowed down Ffor a short
period of Lime . For a short
period of time, the liberal march
has been slowed down.

I will tell you what it dis 1like.
In the Strait of Belle Isle, where
it has been Liberal for vyears,
there 1s very, wvery 1ittle paved
road - the previous administration
made sure of that - and if you are
driving along in your car in the
spring of the year, it 1s quite
possible that you will gelb the car
bogged down in the mud. But you
olo not lrave Lhe car Lhere.
Everybody gets out and they push
and’ they shovel a bit of mud, and
in a wvery cshort time the car is
back on the road and she goes on
e way .

Now Uthis ds what happened to the
Liberal adminisktration, We  were
gqoing along with a very small '1°',
proygressive, lelt wing Liberal
philosophy, and because of actions
over which we have no control, a
Tory idnduced recession, a made in
Canada recaession, we are
temporarily interrupted.

I want to Lell the people -of
NowrFoundland and lLabrador Lhat
this interruplion is only a
Lamporary one. We do nobt want Lo
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be taking these actions that we
are taking. We do not want lto do
Lhat. We are not doing them wiilh
a vengeance, we are doing them out
of necessity. It is something we
must da. And do you know what Lhe
people . of Newfoundland and
Labrador are saying? The people
of Newfoundland and Labrador are
saying thank goodness -  thank

" goodness there 1is a good, solid,

caring, compassionate Government
in place in Newfoundland and
Labrador today to take us through
these few months which are
inflicted wupon us by your Jory
colleaques 1in Ottawa. And that is
the point which is gxtremely
important for us to make known Lo
the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador tonight, that this
situation we have fFfound ourselues
in we did not cause.

The Minister of Finance 1in OlLtawa
has finally admiblied Cthat we are
in a recession, has Ffinally
admitted that it RS his
Government's policy which wantaed
to slow down Lhe wsconomies of
central Canada. He acdmitled Lthat
that is who got us inlko it.

Now, I want to tell the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador Lhat
during the next year or ({ifteen ovr
sixteen months, whatever 1L takes
to get us through this hard time,
this Tory inflicted hard tine, we
are going to do all we can Lo
cansult  with  Lhem, Lhe epeople,
talk back and fFarth. And we  are
going Lo try Lo ease Uthis s@conamy
through this year ar these
eighteen wmonths or whatever ik
takes . And I want Lo assure them,
Mr . Chairman, that al tar this
short period of pain we can
quarantee then that we are going
to rise like Phoenix out aof Lhe
ashes. We are going Lo rise out
of  this, Mr. Chairman, and we are
going Lo continue righlt on whera
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we were Forced to leave off, and
we are qoing to see hospital beds
peing aopened, hospitals being
built, schools being built,
universities being built. A good
Liberal progressive philosophy,
Mr. Chairman, which we will be
known for, and we will be sent
back into office time after time
after time,

Now, Mr. Chairman, having said all
that, and nopefully having
straightened out some of the
Opposition as well as the people
of Newfoundland and Labrador, I
move that the Committee now rise,
report progress and ask leave to
sit again.

on motion, that the Committee
rise, report progress and ask
leave to sit again, Mr. Speaker
returned to the Chair.

Mr. Speaker: The hon., the Member
for Trinity - Bay de Verde.

Some Hon. Members: OCh, ohl

Mr. Speaker: Order, pleasel

The hon. the Member For Trinity -
Ray de Verde. : '

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Speaker, the
Committee oF the Whole haue
considered the matters to them
referred and have directed me to
report progress and ask leaue to
sit again,

On  molion, report received and
adopted, Committees ordered Lo sit
again, on tomorrow.

Mr . Speaker: This House nowl
stands adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, "at 9:00 a.m.
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