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Thursday, November 9th, 2017 
 
 

 The House met at 1:30 o’clock in the afternoon pursuant to adjournment. 
 
 The Member for Bonavista (Mr. King) made a Statement to congratulate Betty 
Fitzgerald on her retirement and thank her for her service to the community as mayor. 
 
 The Member for Mount Pearl – Southlands (Mr. Lane) made a Statement to 
recognize the success of the Mount Pearl Men’s Slo-Pitch Softball League. 
 
 The Member for Labrador West (Mr. Letto) made a Statement to recognize the 
Labrador West Big Landers for their contribution to their community. 
 
 The Member for St. John’s East – Quidi Vidi (Ms. Michael) made a Statement to 
congratulate Choices for Youth who have received a twenty-five thousand dollar grant 
from the Home Depot Canada Foundation. 
 
 The Member for Harbour Main (Ms. Parsley) made a Statement to pay tribute to 
the late Cyril I. Costigan, World War II veteran. 
 
 The Member for Cape St. Francis (Mr. Parsons) made a Statement to pay tribute 
to the late Jamie Wilkinson who was posthumously awarded Music NL’s Unsung Hero 
Award. 
 
 The Honourable the Minister of Advanced Education, Skills and Labour (Mr. 
Hawkins) made a Statement to congratulate the Fall 2017 graduates of Memorial 
University of Newfoundland. 
 
 The Honourable the Minister of Finance and President of Treasury Board (Mr. 
Osborne) made a Statement to announce that on Tuesday, November 14th he would 
provide the Fall Fiscal and Economic Update. 
 
 The Honourable the Minister of Service NL (Ms. Gambin-Walsh) made a 
Statement to announce that new, more secure driver’s licences and ID cards are now 
being delivered across the province. 
 
 The Honourable the Government House Leader (Mr. Parsons) presented the 
Report of the Standing Orders Committee dated November 9th, 2017. 
 
 The Honourable the Government House Leader (Mr. Parsons) tabled a Press 
Release relating to an agreement between Newfoundland and Labrador and Quebec to 
explore opportunities that support economic and community development along shared 
borders of the two provinces. 
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 The Honourable the Minister of Children, Seniors and Social Development (Ms. 
Dempster) gave notice that she would on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled 
“An Act To Amend The Child And Youth Advocate Act” (Bill No. 26). 
 
  The Honourable the Minister of Health and Community Services (Mr. Haggie) 
gave notice that he would on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled 
“Prescription Monitoring Act” (Bill No. 25). 
 
 The Honourable the Minister of Justice and Public Safety (Mr. Parsons) gave 
notice that he would on tomorrow ask leave to introduce a Bill entitled “Serious Incident 
Response Team Act” (Bill No. 24). 
 
 The Honourable the Government House Leader (Mr. Parsons) gave notice that 
he would on tomorrow ask leave to move the following Resolution: 
 

“THAT the following Standing Orders are amended to come into force on the date 
of their approval: 

 
1.Standing Orders 4(6) and (7) are repealed and the following substituted:  
(6) The names of the candidates shall be printed on the ballot paper in the order of their 
surnames; or if there are two or more candidates with the same surname alphabetically 
arranged in order of their other names. 
 
 (7)  Each Member present in the Assembly who wishes to indicate his or her choice for 
the Office of Speaker shall proceed to one of the voting booths at the Table and mark 
the letter X in the box beside the name of the candidate for whom he or she intends to 
vote. 
 
2. Standing Orders 8 to 11 are deleted and the following are substituted:  
 
Annual Calendar 
 
8.(1) Unless otherwise ordered, the House of Assembly shall meet each year 
 

(a) for the Winter-Spring sitting, commencing not later than the first Monday in March 
and concluding not later than the first Thursday in June; and 

 
(b) for the Fall sitting, commencing not later than the first Monday in November and 

concluding not later than the first Thursday in December. 
 

(2) The House shall not meet on the days which are paid Government Holidays. 
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(3) During the sittings held under Standing Order 8(1), there shall be  
 

(a) one constituency week for every three sitting weeks unless varied by the 
calendar provided by the Clerk under Standing Order 8(5); and 

 
(b) a break commencing after the end of the sitting day on Maundy Thursday until 

the third Monday following that date. 
 

(4) In a calendar year in which there is a general election, the Government may indicate 
to the Speaker that the commencement of a sitting will be postponed or varied or that 
there will not be a sitting and the Speaker shall inform Members. 
 
(5) On or before January 31 of each calendar year, the Clerk, following consultations 
with the Government House Leader shall distribute to all Members a calendar indicating 
the intended sitting days for the next calendar year.  
 
(6) On or before January 31 immediately after the commencement of this Standing 
Order, the Clerk shall also prepare and distribute in accordance with Standing Order 
8(5) a calendar for the sitting days of the current calendar year. 
 
(7) If the Government advises the Speaker that the public interest requires the House to 
meet at any time because of emergency or extraordinary circumstances, a reason for 
the recall must be provided and the Speaker shall  
 

(a) advise Members that the House is to meet at the specified time; and  
(b) advise Members of the reason for the recall.  

 
(8) The Winter -Spring or Fall sittings of the House referred to in Standing Order 8(1) 
may be shortened or extended by the passing of a motion with notice made by the 
Government House Leader which motion shall be decided without debate or 
amendment. 
 
Daily Sittings 
 
9.(1) The time for the meeting of the House is  
 

(a) 1:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.  on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays inclusive;  
 
(b) 10 a.m.  until 12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

 
(2) At 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday the Speaker shall adjourn the 
House. 
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(3) At 5 p.m. on Wednesday the Speaker shall adjourn the House.  
 
(4) When the House adjourns on Thursday, it stands adjourned, unless otherwise 
ordered, until the following Monday.   
 
Business to stand over 
 
10. All business not disposed of at the termination of a sitting day shall stand over until 
the next sitting day when it will be taken up at the stage where its progress was 
interrupted. 
 
Extended sittings 
 
11. (1) The Government House Leader may move that the House not adjourn at 5:30 
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons but notice of this motion must be 
given at a previous day’s sitting and once put by the Chair is not debatable. 
 
(2) Notwithstanding Standing Order 11(1), at midnight on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, unless the Closure Rule (SO 47) is in operation, the Speaker shall adjourn 
the House. 
 
3. Standing Order 24(3) is deleted and the following is substituted: 
 
24.(3) On Wednesday except when otherwise ordered by the House, after motion, of 
which due notice shall have been given, the following shall be the order of business: 
 
(a) from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., Motions of which notices have been given by the 
Government and Government Orders; 
 
(b) from 2 to 5 p.m., following the ordinary daily routine of business 

 
(i) Motions of which notices have been given by Private Members; 
 
(ii) Motions of which notices have been given by the Government; 
 
(iii) Member’s Orders; 
 

4. Standing Order 25 is repealed and the following substituted: 
 
Statements by Members  
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25. (1) On each sitting day, up to five Members, other than Ministers of the Crown,  
  may be recognized to make a Members’ Statement. 
 
      (2) Each statement shall be no more than one minute in duration. 
 
5.Standing Order 91 is repealed and the following substituted:  
 
Form of petition 
 
91. (1) A petition may be either printed or written and must be in substantially same 
form as the Form of Petition contained in the Appendix.  
 
(2) The prayer of a petition must appear on each page of the petition. 
 
(3) A petition must be written in English or accompanied by a translation certified by the 
Clerk.  
 
6. Standing Orders 93 and 96 are repealed; and 
 
7. The petition template in the Appendix is repealed and the following substituted: 
 
PETITION 
 

1. “These are the reasons for this petition: (OR: The background to this petition is 
as follows:)   
(Briefly summarize the problem or grievance and give any necessary 
background information) 

2. Therefore, we petition the Honourable House of Assembly as follows:  
(Prayer: Set out the action the House of Assembly is being asked to take or 
not take)” 

 
DATE:     NAME: (please print)                 Address:                      
Signature: 
 
Every petition must include the following on each page:   
 

1. The prayer of the petition. 
 
2. The following statement:  
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This petition may be tabled in the House of Assembly. If tabled, the petition will 
be a document of the House of Assembly and the name and address of every 
person who signs it will be available to the public.  
 

The Member for St. John’s East – Quidi Vidi (Ms. Michael) presented a Petition 
from certain residents of the Province calling upon the House of Assembly to urge 
Government to undertake an immediate, complete and thorough assessment of the 
supports in place for DHH children. 

 
The Member for Ferryland (Mr. Hutchings) presented a Petition from certain 

residents of the Province calling upon the House of Assembly to urge Government to 
attend immediately to the repair recommendations and confirm the replacement date of 
the Mutton Bay Bridge in accordance with the 2015 inspection report. 

 
The Member for Conception Bay East – Bell Island (Mr. Brazil) presented a 

Petition from certain residents of the Province calling upon the House of Assembly to 
urge Government to reinstate the adult dental programme. 

 
 Pursuant to order and on motion debate commenced and concluded on Third 
Reading of a Bill entitled “An Act To Amend The Labour Relations Act No. 2” (Bill No. 
17). 
 
 Pursuant to order and on motion the Bill entitled “An Act To Amend The Labour 
Relations Act No. 2” (Bill No. 17) was read the third time and passed. 
 
 On motion it was ordered that the said Bill be printed being entitled as above and 
that it be submitted to His Honour the Lieutenant Governor for his Assent. 
 
 Pursuant to order and on motion debate commenced on Second Reading of a 
Bill entitled “An Act To Amend The Highway Traffic Act” (Bill No. 13) and on motion 
debate was adjourned for further debate on tomorrow. 
 
 It was moved and seconded that when the House rose it would adjourn until 
tomorrow, Tuesday, November 14th at 1:30 o’clock in the afternoon. 
 
 On motion the House then adjourned accordingly. 
 
 
 
      Sandra Barnes, 
     Clerk of the House of Assembly. 


